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BY COLIN MIXSON
He’s getting hammered!

The one-time highest-
paid employee at Park 
Slope’s community board 
faces up to seven years be-
hind bars for allegedly forg-
ing documents that netted 
him a fi ve-fi gure raise on 
the taxpayer’s dime, accord-
ing to the district attorney.

Craig Hammerman, 
who in October  stepped 
down as the district man-
ager of Community Board 
6  after being  arrested on 
stalking charges  that  of-
fi cials later dropped , sent 
four letters requesting 
a salary hike to the bor-
ough president between 
May 2015 and October 2017 

— one that was allegedly 
signed by former board 
Chairman Gary Reilly, and 
three others featuring cur-
rent Chairman Sayar Lo-
nial’s John Hancock.

But Lonial and Reilly 
never signed off on their 
staffer’s illicit pay raise, 
according to District At-

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Local leaders in Mill Basin may 
go to court to halt the city’s sur-
prise plan to move an armada of 
party boats from Sheepshead bay 
to docks off Flatbush Avenue, be-
cause the city completely botched 
the process, according the local 
district manager.

“It’s so off base what they did,” 
said Community Board 18 dis-
trict manager Dottie Turano.

She said elected offi cials are 
considering invoking Article 78 
of the city’s civil practice laws, 
which allows people to challenge 
the rulings of public agencies.  
The causes for action include the 
community board not being con-
sulted, its questions not being 
answered, and disregard for the 
boats’ possible environmental ef-
fects on wildlife in the narrow, 
shallow waterway set to host the 
booze cruises.

“What will happen to the wa-
terways? And the shellfi sh?” said 
Turano. “So many questions 
haven’t been answered.”

The mayor’s offi ce set up 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’ll need a miracle to 
save this church now. 

Devout Dyker Heights 
preservationists blasted the 
city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission for reject-
ing  their bid to save a more-
than-century-old beloved 
local church, ensuring that 
it will soon meet the wreck-

ing ball . One of the locals 
who led a posse of parishio-
ners trying to save St. Rosa-
lia Church at 14th Avenue 
and 63rd Street, said that 
the church was worthy of 
preservation given its his-
tory — especially since the 
neighborhood doesn’t even 
have any landmarks. 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 19Continued on page 19

Too-somber
Shakespeare 

comedy 
BY CROWTHER BOSLEY

It’s an error of a comedy!
Shakespeare’s cross-dressing 

comedy “Twelfth Night” is one 
of his most commonly-performed 
plays, so each new production 
must fi nd a way to distinguish 
itself. But draining the show of 
most of its laughs and giving it 
a somber tone — a tactic chosen 
by the version now playing at the 
Polonsky Shakespeare Center in 
Fort Greene — is not the way to 
go.

The plot, briefl y: Viola, ship-
wrecked, disguises herself as a 
boy, enters the service of Duke 
Orsino, and falls in love with 
him. The Duke loves the count-
ess Olivia, and sends his new ser-
vant to deliver messages of love to 
the Countess — who falls for the 
messenger instead. Add a wacky 
sub-plot with Olivia’s servants, 
a rival for Olivia’s hand, and the 

Continued on page 6
ARE YOU TRYING TO SEDUCE ME?: Olivia (left, played by Elizabeth Hefl in) falls for Cesario, the male disguise of the 
shipwrecked Viola (Susanna Stahlmann), in the Polonsky Center’s somber production of “Twelfth Night.” Evan Krape

CHARGED: Craig Hammer-
man.

DARKEST ‘NIGHT’Law of 
the sea

DA: CB staffer lied and stoleChurch not saved

A CNG Publication Vol. 7 No. 20 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

Mill Basin tries to 
sink ‘booze cruises’
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Member FDIC

1.80%
PLATINUM SAVINGS

On Balances Below $100,000

2.25%
11 MONTH CD OR IRA

(718) 448-1000

OPEN ONLINE @ ENORTHFIELD.COM 

OR VISIT ANY BRANCH LOCATION!

BY COLIN MIXSON
Don’t have an art attack!

Prospect-Lefferts Gar-
dens residents dismayed 
over the loss of a beloved 
Fenimore Street mural can 
turn their frowns upside 
down because another art-
ist will create a new paint-
ing on the wall that fea-
tured the decaying public 
artwork.

And locals may recog-
nize the woman tapped to 
produce the new mural on 
the Fenimore Street–side of 
the building at 631 Flatbush 
Ave., according to its care-
taker, who said artist Katie 
Merz also created a mas-
sive painting on another 
Flatbush Avenue struc-
ture just down the road at 
the site of  a controversial 
megadevelopment on the 
edge of Boerum Hill .

“I commissioned Katie, 
who is responsible for the 
beautiful mural at 80 Flat-
bush in Boerum Hill, to 
donate a bigger mural in 
the coming weeks,” said 
Royce Douglas. “The old 
mural was well received by 
the community, but unfor-
tunately over the years it 
started peeling, and it was 
recently vandalized.”

Many locals reacted 
with shock after work-
ers smeared black paint 
over the original mural — 
which eight artists collab-
orated on back in 2011 — 
taking to social media last 
week to lament its sudden 
destruction.

“No!!!” Jill Krupnik 
wrote when commenting 
on a May 8 Facebook post 

reporting the mural’s dis-
appearance.

And other residents 
blamed gentrifi cation for 
the public painting’s re-
moval — but those folks 
might be surprised to know 
their neighbors blasted the 
artwork as a sign of social 
change back when it was 
created, according to one 
man who helped the fi rst 
mural come to be.

“A handful of people 
complained about the orig-
inal mural as an example 
of gentrifi cation,” said Bob 
Marvin, a bigwig at PLG 
Arts, which orchestrates 
public-art projects in the 
neighborhood. “Every-
thing sparks controversy 
these days, but I don’t see 
the painting of the wall as 
an example of gentrifi ca-
tion, and I certainly don’t 
see painting over it as that 
either.”

But locals won’t have 
to look at the blank canvas 

for long, according to Merz, 
who said she planned to 
begin working on her new 
mural last weekend.

The piece will recall 
her elaborate, three-story 
black-and-white mural at 
94 Flatbush Ave., which 
builder Alloy Develop-
ment paid Merz $50,000 to 
create before it razes that 
structure and several of 
its neighbors to make way 
for its fi ve-building 80 Flat-
bush complex —  if the proj-
ect and its necessary up-
zoning application survive 
the city’s Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure .

But the fi nal design of 
the Prospect-Lefferts Gar-
dens mural will come to-
gether organically, accord-
ing to the artist, who said 
she plans to tap the cre-
ative minds of passersby 
while creating it, like she 
did when working on her 
other public artwork  last 
year . 

“It will be totally free 
form,” Merz said. “It’s like 
crowdsourcing, or a collec-
tive.”

Douglas met Merz on 
the street while she painted 
her Boerum Hill mural, ac-
cording to the artist, who 
said the caretaker asked 
her “if I work for free.” And 
it turns out Merz does — at 
least in Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens, she said.

“My dad literally grew 
up down the street, and his 
dad was a super on Win-
throp Street,” Merz said. “I 
love working on things I’m 
connected to.”

— with Saul Marquez

Nabe’s art swapped
Mural painted over to make way for new piece

OUT WITH THE OLD: The mural painted in 2011 featured a psychadelic cat. Google

BLACK AND WHITE: Katie 
Merz’s massive mural at 94 
Flatbush Ave. in Boerum Hill. 
 CNG / Colin Mixson



M
AY 20, 2018, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

3

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It would be a nice idea — if it actu-
ally protected the wood. 

The city landmarked Coney 
Island’s Riegelmann Boardwalk 
this week, but the designation 
won’t mean much since it doesn’t 
protect the walkway’s original 
wooden structure, complain lo-
cal conservationists. One local 
said the May 15 designation — 
exactly 95 years since the day 
the Boardwalk opened — should 
have come with a promise from 
the city to maintain the Board-
walk’s wooden structure and stop 
using repairs as an excuse to re-
place the planks with other mate-
rials. 

“It’s a step in the right direc-
tion, but it would’ve been much 
nicer if it came with a commit-
ment to keep it as a wooden board-
walk — Landmarks should’ve re-
quired the Parks Department 
to keep that promise,” said Ida 
Sanoff. “It’s not the Coney Is-
land sidewalk — it’s the historic, 
iconic, Coney Island Riegelmann 
Boardwalk.” 

Offi cials at the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission unan-
imously voted to designate the 
Boardwalk with scenic landmark 
status, which protects its exis-
tence as a landscape and the gen-
eral parameters of its physical 
presence, according to a spokes-
woman, but does not protect the 
material of the Boardwalk from 
being ripped up and replaced with 
the concrete and recycled plastic 
slats — which has been standard 
practice since 2009 by the Parks 
Department, which has jurisdic-
tion over the Boardwalk. 

The landmarks agency will 
now join the city Public Design 
Commission in reviewing Parks’ 
plans for maintenance and ma-
terial work, but the landmarks 
agency will only act in an advi-
sory, non-binding capacity, while 
the Public Design Commission 
will continue to have the fi nal 
say, according to the landmarks’ 
spokeswoman. 

One local said he will launch a 
civic conservancy group to lobby 
city agencies to preserve the wood 
because the designation is noth-
ing but a hollow gesture that will 
do little to actually protect the na-
ture of the Boardwalk.

“As we’ve seen what landmark-
ing means and doesn’t mean, it 
did spur us to think of other ways 
to think of how we may have some 
affect on what happens out here,” 

said Rob Burstein, the president 
of the Coney-Brighton Boardwalk 
Alliance.

 Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island) — who led the 
years-long push to get the Board-
walk landmarked  — seized the 
day to cheer the designation and 
the accompanying guarantee that 
some version of the Boardwalk 
would line the shore forever, call-
ing the “beloved structure” both 
an “integral piece of Southern 
Brooklyn’s rich culture, history 
and tradition” as well as a gather-
ing place for the community.

“The Boardwalk is where our 
children, seniors, and families 
gather to enjoy each other’s com-
pany, where local residents lei-
surely stroll to relax, enjoying its 
breathtaking views, while others 
jog to stay fi t,” he said. “Land-
mark status ensures that, no mat-
ter what, there will always be a 
Coney Island Boardwalk.”

But locals demanded that 
Treyger continue to fi ght for the 
future of the Boardwalk by lobby-
ing the city to keep it wooden. 

“The city and the Parks De-
partment can expect the commu-
nity to continue to defend the es-
sential nature of the Boardwalk, 
and I think the engagement of 
elected offi cials is going to be crit-
ical,” said Andrew Sillen. 

Treyger did not respond to an 
inquiry by press time. 

Sanoff, Sillen, and other lo-
cals  blasted the top brass at the 
landmarks agency at a February 
meeting in Coney Island  and at 
the  public hearing last month , 
alleging that they were simply 
protecting stingy offi cials at the 
Parks Department who prefer 

$126-per-square-foot concrete to 
$144-per-square-foot wood. Land-
marks reps replied with a prom-
ise that the alternate materials 
would still recall the appearance 
of wood. 

But Sanoff said that wasn’t 
good enough, complaining that 
concrete wouldn’t mitigate the 
impact of a fl ood or storm like 
Hurricane Sandy, adding that the 
commission should hire a coastal 
erosion engineer to consult. 

“The design commission 
needs to realize that there are 
very unique conditions at play 
along the shoreline: there’s ero-
sion, shifting sand, storm surge,” 
she said. “It would be nice if they 
had a [coastal erosion engineer] 
on board as a consultant, at the 
very least.”

But a rep from the Parks De-
partment insisted that concrete 
is the better choice to protect 
against future storms.

“The decision to use concrete 
is not only about being conscious 
of sustainability, but also adheres 
to our priority of creating a more 
resilient structure that can stand 
up to extreme weather events like 
Hurricane Sandy, as well as pe-
destrian use,” said Meghan La-
lor.

Sanoff said locals simply want 
to protect the historical essence 
of the Boardwalk, and that the 
traditional hardwood planks are 
a necessary part of that.

“This thing is a Boardwalk, 
and it wouldn’t be the same if it 
was made out of concrete,” she 
said. “There’s an actual feeling 
of walking on the wood versus 
walking on something that looks 
like wood.” 

WOOD BE GONE: The city will replaced the rest of the wooden Boardwalk in 
Brighton Beach with concrete, after testing the material on a stretch of the 
promenade near Ocean Parkway. File photo by Elizabeth Graham

OUTCRY: Experts and locals including Pamela Pettyjohn fear that the massive 
amount of fi ltered contaminated groundwater the city will pour into Coney Is-
land Creek will lead to fl ooding and harm those who use the waterway. File photo 
by Georgine Benvenuto

Residents plea to city: 
Clean Coney Isl. Creek

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They hate that dirty water!

The city must follow through on 
its plan to fi nally remove derelict, 
decades-old debris from the waters 
of the Coney Island Creek sooner 
rather than later, local community 
board members demanded after a 
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection rep discussed the plans to 
do so — without providing a time-
line — at a May 14 meeting of the 
board’s environmental committee. 
One local said she was encouraged 
that the cleanup of the grimy wa-
ters would fi nally begin, but said 
offi cials needed to give themselves 
a deadline to get it done before the 
end of the year.

“I’m glad that this will fi nally 
be addressed, and some of the junk 
will be removed, but I would hope 
it would happen within the next 
six months,” said Community 
Board 13 member Ida Sanoff. “If 
they’re willing to do this, let’s just 
get it done as quickly as they can.”

The environmental agency’s se-
nior advisor for strategic planning, 
Mikelle Adgate, told locals that the 
agency would remove about 20 de-
bris and vessels it identifi ed along 
the shoreline — from the mouth of 
the creek to the Cropsey Avenue 
Bridge —  as part of a state-spon-
sored cleanup and restoration plan  
after regulators found  Gravesend’s 
Beach Haven apartments were 
dumping up to 200,000 gallons of 
raw sewage in the waters per day, 
possibly for years . Adgate and the 
board’s environmental committee 
identifi ed at the meeting 17 of the 
20 types of debris that agency of-
fi cials could remove without im-
pacting sea life — including drift-
wood, fi berglass parts of boats, a 

buoy, and the historic yellow sub-
marine that’s been submerged for 
nearly 40 years.

But Adgate said that the agency 
couldn’t yet provide a timeline on 
exactly when the cleanup would 
occur, since the state Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
would have to fi rst approve per-
mits for the project, among other 
bureaucratic steps.

But another local who was at 
the meeting said the agency should 
aim to get the boats out by sum-
mer, especially since the mostly fi -
berglass materials should be easy 
to remove.

“It’d be nice for the summer, 
to have all those junk boats out of 
there,” said Charlie Denson, exec-
utive director of the Coney Island 
History Project. “They’re hazards 
to navigation, they’re dangerous, 
they’re causing a lot of problems, 
and they’re not mired in any-
thing: they’re washed up along the 
shore — basically they put a sling 
on it, lift it, put it on a barge and 
haul them off. They’re very light-
weight.” 

The board’s district manager 
disputed Denson’s timeline — add-
ing that eight months to a year was 
more realistic — and said he was 
just glad the agency was fi nally 
heeding the panel’s decades-long 
calls for cleaner waters.

“The summer is only a month 
away — that’s kind of unrealis-
tic,” said Eddie Mark. “Within a 
year’s time, we can hopefully see 
a better creek.”

A Department of Environmen-
tal Protection spokesman said he 
could not comment until all par-
ties involved agreed on the specif-
ics for the plan.

Locals say Coney Boardwalk 
landmarking isn’t enough
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on all 
types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & other 
benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

BY ADAM LUCENTE
This team is running places!

The women’s track and fi eld team at 
Kingsborough Community College re-
peated as national champions this year. 
And taking the top prize was even more 
satisfying the second time around, be-
cause the squad lost so many athletes to 
four-year schools following its 2017 victory, 
according to the team’s coach.

“It’s a really good feeling as a coach 
and former athlete,” said Dave Loobie. 
“I understand what it takes to get to that 
level.”

 Kingsborough’s women’s team ran to 
glory up in Utica on Saturday, at the Na-
tional Junior College Athletic Associa-
tion’s Division III outdoor track and fi eld 
championships . And although the ladies 
maintained their place atop the division 
for another year, their fellow athletes on 
the community college’s men’s team only 
managed a third-place fi nish at the recent 
championships,  where they also placed 
fi rst in 2017 , due to several runners’ inju-
ries.

Continued success is a challenge for the 
school, according to Loobie, because run-
ners only stay for two years before going on 
to four-year institutions, which is why the 
team’s leaders coach their athletes to give it 
their all each time they step on the oval.

“We stress that every point counts,” he 
said. “The championship is won by one 
point sometimes. We lost a district cham-
pionship by one point before.”

This year, sophomore Shantal Rouse’s 
performance in particular helped carry the 
women to victory, Loobie said. She won the 
100-, 200-, and 400-meter races, and the long 
jump, in addition to running for some of the 
relay teams — victories she attributed to the 
way she is coached.

“It’s the kind of training we do daily,” she 
said. 

“We do multiple events.”

Kingsborough College women 
are track-and-fi eld queens

CHAMPS AGAIN: The Kingsborough Community 
College women’s outdoor track and fi eld team re-
peated as national champions on May 12.  
 Kingsborough Athletic Department

The Riviera Brooklyn
2780 Stillwell Ave, Brooklyn, NY

718-372-3031  rivieracaterers.com

One Wedding at a Time
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 

to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these opera-
tions are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 
discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into the 

disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 
have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this 
new FDA approved solution to back pain 
or to set up an appointment for a free con-
sultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-
6200 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Rumors abound that the an-
cient creature — believed to 
weigh more than 40 pounds 
and stretch nearly two-feet 
in length — plods among the 
nearly 560,000 permanent oc-
cupants of Brooklyn’s 478-
acre Green-Wood Cemetery, 
before sunning itself near the 
graveyard’s ponds and cast-
ing its large shadow on the 
tombstones of famous and in-
famous residents.

But they were just ru-
mors. Until now.

For today, this newspaper, 
after years of failed attempts 
to fi nd the unfi ndable — to 
prove the unprovable — has 
fi nally obtained photographic 
evidence of a beast so elusive 
it had become known as the 
Sasquatch of Green-Wood.

That creature, of course, 
is Godzilla — the heretofore 
mythical saurian that struck 
fear into even the most lion-
hearted of gravediggers wary 
of crossing its path.

Whispers of its existence 
have persisted for years, with 
tales of its razor-sharp beak 
slicing up fallen trees and 
yet-to-be-buried corpses like 
 a Ginsu through a tomato .

On warm days, it is be-
lieved to bubble up from the 
Sylvan Waters and lay its 
gnarly, pointed shell on a 
nearby monument to attor-
ney-turned-artist George 
Catlin, a cemetery resident 
who gave up a life of lawyer-
ing in the 1800s to paint Na-
tive American tribes living 
out West.

Or so it was said.
Green-Wood’s own Eric 

Barna, who claimed to have 
spotted it just once about 
four years ago, thought it was 
some kind of dinosaur.

That comparison, of 
course, led to its, shall we 
say, nom de tombe.

Caught on fi lm for the fi rst 

time, that title seems a mis-
nomer.

For this armored giant, 
which many say is more be-
fi tting of Green-Wood than 
its crowd-pleasing  Monk par-
rots and koi fi sh , turns out to 
be your basic chelydra serpen-
tina — or, as the kids today 
call it, a snapping turtle.

But calling him Gamera, 
for the equally imposing gi-
ant fl ying turtle 
from the equally 
e x h i l a r a t i n g 
Japanese mon-
ster ploit at ion 
fi lms of yore, 
just doesn’t work 
— a fact you can 
chalk up to lin-
guistics.

The common snapping 
turtle, in fact, is nearly identi-
cal to similar fossil specimen 
that date back 228-million 
years, a point not lost on those 
that have tracked Godzilla.

“They co-habitated with 
archaeopteryx and bronto-
saurus,” said excited wildlife 
ecologist Michael McGraw, 
who works for Brooklyn-
based fi rm Applied Ecologi-

cal Services. “It just blows 
my mind.”

And despite the fact that 
turtles like Godzilla are fairly 
ubiquitous in North America, 
the same cannot be said for 
the County of Kings, where 
they were nearly hunted to 
extinction back when Gage 
and Tollner’s lunch special 
included a turtle soup so de-
licious, it sent lines out the 

Fulton Street 
i nstitution’s 
revolving door 
and down Red 
Hook Lane.

Much like 
elephants, it is 
said that tur-
tles never for-

get, so it is not unbelievable 
that any remaining would 
keep a low profi le — thus the 
diffi culty in fi nding the crit-
ter lurking amidst the burial 
ground’s headstones and 
within its ponds.

But now that its existence 
has fi nally been documented, 
it begs the questions, “Are 
there more out there, and, 
more urgently, should we be 
afraid?”

Local herpetologists sus-
pect at least one mating pair 
occupies each of its four 
ponds — an educated guess 
based on studies done at 
graveyard leaders’ behest.

“Breeding occurs in the 
water,” McGraw said. “It 
looks like a wrestling match 
between two giant turtles.”

Females often take to land 
following the aquatic love 
making to fuel gestation with 
the sun’s rays and fi nd safe 
places to lay their clutches — 
meaning Godzilla is probably 
a she, and the mother of more 
than a few hatchlings.

“We hope there are baby 
Godzillas out there too,” 
McGraw said.

But those with the intesti-
nal fortitude to see the crea-
ture up close be warned: slow 
as it may be, it can slice off 
extremities in one bite.

“They’re called snapping 
turtles for a reason,” McGraw 
warned.

Editor’s note: The Sun-
day Read is written for fun, 
and not intended to be en-
tirely factual. But the turtle 
is real.

appearance of Viola’s 
identical twin brother, 
and chaos ensues.

But here, all the 
action seems muted, 
swamped by the set — 
a starkly austere as-
semblage of tarnished 
marble that seems 
more appropriate for 
“Julius Caesar.”

As Viola, and her 
male alter-ego Cesa-
rio, actress Susanna 
Stahlman handles the 
dark subject matter ex-
pertly, as she weeps for 
her lost brother, pines 
desperately for the 
Duke, and awkwardly 
handles the trappings 
of manhood. Matthew 
Greer is excellent as the 
emo Duke Orsino, and 
the play’s best scene is 
an unwritten moment 
between them, as the 
Duke unconsciously, 
and far too comfort-
ably, drums his hands 
on his page Cesario 
while mouthing along 
to an angsty tune.

But the play’s funny 
moments — and it still 
has plenty, as charac-
ters collide in the sec-
ond act — are continu-
ally undercut, losing 
momentum to melan-
choly songs and staid 
scenes. And one late 
bit, when a humiliated 
Orsino actually points 
a gun at the woman he 
loves, is an all-too-real 
point of no return.

By giving “Twelfth 
Night” a melancholy 
edge, the company 
is clearly trying to 
ground this frothy 
comedy in real emo-
tion, but it winds up 
just running aground.

“The Acting Com-
pany Presents Twelfth 
Night” at Polonksy 
Shakespeare Center 
[262 Ashland Pl. be-
tween Fulton Street 
and Lafayette Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (866) 
811–4111, www.tfana.
org]. Through May 
27, Tue–Sat at 7:30 
pm; Sat–Sun at 2 pm. 
$70 ($20 students and 
people younger than 
30).

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its 
advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes 
of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

TWELFTH

FEELING BLUE: The new production of “Twelfth Night” 
includes some melancholy songs from Feste, played by 
Joshua David Robinson. Evan Krape

Legendary creature revealed
Photographic evidence proves cemetery’s ‘Sasquatch’ is real

PROOF AT LAST: Godzilla, a large snapping turtle seen around Green-Wood Cemetery, is as legendary 
among graveyard goers as its namesake is among fans of Japanese monsterploitation fi lms. 
 All Roots Lead to Brooklyn / Jhon Usmanov

TheThe
SundaySunday
 Read Read

Continued from page 1 
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

FT HAMILTON PKY

CHURCH  AV

CATON AV

LYNDEN BLVD
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BAY
RIDGE

SHOP

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Hundreds of Brooklynites 
waived Palestinian fl ags 
and held signs reading 
“right to return” and other 
slogans at a pro-Palestin-
ian protest in Bay Ridge 
on Monday — hours after 
the United States opened 
its embassy in Jerusalem, 
and Israeli soldiers opened 
fi re on Palestinian demon-
strators at the border with 
Gaza.

One of the protest’s or-
ganizers said the neighbor-
hood’s large Palestinian 
community welcomed the 
display of solidarity.

“A lot of people poured 
into the protest walking 
out of restaurants,” said 
Nerdeen Kiswani. “Seeing 
people who felt the same 
sentiments was amazing.”

The protest commemo-
rated the Nakba — Arabic 
for “catastrophe” — which 
is how Palestinians refer 

to their displacement fol-
lowing the creation of Is-
rael 70 years ago this week, 
and the subsequent Arab-
Israeli confl icts.

Israelis celebrate their 
independence on May 14, 

while Palestinians typi-
cally mark the day with 
protests.

Monday’s demonstra-
tion on the corner of 72nd 
Street and Fifth Avenue 
was particularly charged 
after developments in Is-
rael earlier that day. As 
the United States opened 
its embassy to Israel in a 
disputed Jerusalem, Is-
raeli soldiers shot and 
killed 60 Palestinian pro-
testers, mostly by gunfi re, 
who were marching on 
the fence separating the 
Hamas-controlled Gaza 
Strip and Israel. Some 
threw stones and tried to 
break through the bar-
rier, according to Agence 
France-Presse.

The images of Trump 
administration offi cials 
celebrating the embas-
sy’s opening in Jerusalem 
while the violence raged on 
in Gaza angered many at 

the Ridge protest.
“Ivanka and Jared were 

sipping champagne, and 
Jared was talking about 
peace while they were 
massacring people,” said 
Kiswani, who grew up in 
Bay Ridge. 

Several pro-Palestin-
ian groups organized the 
protest, including Within 
our Lifetime United for 
Palestine, which Kiswani 
cofounded. Around 300 at-
tended, among them Bay 
Ridgites, activists, and 
even some Jewish groups, 
including Neturei Karta, 
a movement of Orthodox 
Jews who oppose the found-
ing of Israel on religious 
grounds. 

Palestinian activism is 
not new to Bay Ridge. Sev-
eral of the country’s most 
notable activists are from 
the neighborhood, includ-
ing Linda Sarsour, former 
head of the Ridge-based 

Arab American Associa-
tion of New York. Displays 
of solidarity with the Pales-
tinians are the norm there, 
said Kiswani.

“Bay Ridge is a strong-
hold of Palestinian iden-
tity,” he said. “It’s ex-
pressed in Bay Ridge much 
more than other places.”

One Borough Park pro-
test attendee from the 
Workers World Party, a 

Marxist-Leninist group 
that supports the libera-
tion of Palestine, said she 
feels support for the Pal-
estinian issue is gaining 
momentum in the borough 
and around the country, es-
pecially after May 14.

“Even pro-Israel groups 
had no choice but to speak 
out,” said Kayla Popuchet. 
“People are learning more 
about Palestinian history.”

Brooklynites rally for Palestine after 
U.S. moves embassy to Jerusalem

JEWS AGAINST ISRAEL: Ne-
turei Karta, a group of Ortho-
dox Jews who oppose Israel 
on religious grounds, also at-
tended.  Photo by Trey Pentecost

BAY RIDGE FOR PALESTINE: Hundreds of people waived fl ags and 
shouted in Bay Ridge on May 14 in support of the Palestinians. The 
worldwide, annual “Nakba” protests commemorate the exodus of 
Palestinians from their homes following the establishment of Is-
rael.  Photo by Trey Pentecost
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Rethink 
Early Screening

B3, B44, 
B36

3500 Nostrand Avenue
(between Avenues U & V)

www.HQBK.com

QTrain:

Monday – Friday 9 am – 7 pm, Saturday 9 am – 2 pm

�������
	�
����
��
��
�

�������
��������
��
�

���
�����
����������

�������
���������
����������

��
���
��
�
�����

���������
������

��
���

��
 �������

���������
��
 �������

!��������
��
 �������

Early detection allows doctors to more effectively 
identify symptoms and disease complications in support
of preventative treatment plans and managing risks for: 

  Erectile dysfunction 

  Is your practice capable of screening for  
  these hidden causes of disease?Testing for 8 Essential Risk Factors
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I challenge 
depression.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re remaking the 
branding!

The owners of Brooklyn 
Heights grocer Sahadi’s 
are stamping a new logo 
on the shopping bags and 
packaging for their Middle 
Eastern delicacies as they 
prepare  to expand their 
operation beyond Atlantic 
Avenue  to a new outpost in 
Sunset Park.

“Sometimes you just 
need a refresh. You see it all 
the time, different brands 
upgrade their things,” said 
Ron Sahadi, who with his 
sister Christine Sahadi 
Whelan took over day-to-
day operations of the 70-
year-old market in 2016. 
“We didn’t totally go away 
from who we are and what 
we do.”

For years, custom-
ers toted the shop’s nuts, 
spices, roasted coffee, and 
other treats sold in bulk 
inside containers and bags 

emblazoned with a royal-
blue logo that featured the 
Sahadi’s name written in a 
quirky, curved sans-serif 
typeface above a drawing 
of the fl agship storefront its 
current co-owners’ grand-
father opened in 1948.

But that logo also prom-
inently displayed the orig-
inal location’s 187 Atlantic 
Ave. address, and man-
agement decided that re-
designing the branding to 
exclude the specifi c coor-
dinates made sense follow-
ing the announcement the 
grocer would  set up shop 
inside Industry City  later 
this year, according to Sa-
hadi.

“We killed the Atlantic 
Avenue address,” he said.

Sahadi’s new address-
free logo also features a 
drawing of the fl agship 
storefront, but the rendering 
is far more minimal than its 
predecessor, and sits below 
the business’s name written 

in a clean, serif font.
And the new branding, 

which the co-owners con-
tracted a graphic designer 
to create, is black — in 
large part because man-
agement struggled to rep-
licate the former logo’s ex-
act royal-blue hue on all 
of the store’s packaging, 
according to Sahadi, who 
said many loyal patrons ap-
proved of the change after 
he started stocking shelves 
with materials stamped 
with the new design over 
the past several weeks.

“Two people on Satur-
day randomly told me they 
love the new logo,” he said. 
“Everyone seemed to like 
it.”

Or most everyone, that 
is, because another loyal-
ist blasted the switcheroo 
as unnecessary, and out of 
line with the type of old-
school commerce the Sa-
hadi family built its busi-
ness on.

“Why the need to re-
brand everything? Every-
one loved the old logo,” said 
Crown Heights resident 
Bill Bradley, a self-pro-
claimed monthly customer 
of the Atlantic Avenue loca-
tion. “It represented, to me 
at least, an old-fashioned 
way of shopping: interact-
ing with the employees, 
stocking up on bulk nuts, 
making orders in various 
sections throughout the 
store.”

Other Sahadi’s fans, 
however, said they don’t 
care what logo the grocer 
prints on its plastic bags as 
long as it continues to offer 
mouth-watering food and 
dependable service.

“I seriously did not no-
tice [the logo] — I appreci-
ate the food and the care 
that I get,” said Brooklyn 
Heights resident Jarilyn 
Kaplan.

Those mourning the 
loss of the royal-blue logo 

still have time to snag a 
memento, according to Sa-
hadi, who said his workers 
will continue to dole out 
packaging bearing the old 
branding until it all runs 
out.

And it’s not fi rst time 
Sahadi’s patrons lamented 
an aesthetic change at the 

store. In 2007, some dedi-
cated shoppers blasted 
management for  trading 
the grocer’s classic glass 
jars for generic plastic con-
tainers  to display its bulk 
goods — but that swap was 
only temporary, and the 
glass vessels have since re-
turned.

Grocer makes about typeface

CHECKING OUT: Brooklyn Paper deputy editor Anthony Rotunno 
weighs the new Sahadi’s logo in his right hand, left, against the old 
logo in his left hand, right. Community News Group / Julianne Cuba 

Sahadi’s debuts new logo as staple grows beyond Brooklyn Heights
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MONARCH CONTRACTING 
Home Enhancement & Renovation Through Fine Custom Carpentry & Millwork Installation 

Monarch.nyc  

1018 Castleton Ave, Staten Island, NY 10310
917-716-9920

See our qualifications, references & pictures at: 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Finished Basements 
Kitchen Renovations 

Bath Renovations 
Cabinet Installations 

Wine Cellars & Wet Bars 
Porches & Sundecks 

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Door Replacement 

Window Replacement 
Wood Replacement 
Hardwood Flooring 

Exterior Cornice 
Hardware Installation 

FINISH CARPENTRY 
Crown Mouldings 

Chair Rail & Baseboard 
Wainscoting 

Panel Moulding 
Headboard 

Coffered Ceilings 

CUSTOM CARPENTRY 
Built-In Bookcases 
Fireplace Mantels 

Stair Rails & Hand Rails 
Columns & Pilasters 

Archways & Architraves 
Custom Openings  
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

GREAT 
PROGRAMS 

STILL 
AVAILABLE

Building Friendships 
that Last a Lifetime!
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The Memory Clinic
at Brighton Beach

  You can find more information about our work at:
  www.alzheimers-treatment-today.com
  3101 Ocean Pkwy, Suite 1A, Brooklyn, NY 11235

 718-946-2481

We diagnose and treat individuals af-
fected by memory loss from Alzheimer’s 
disease and other illnesses. We also 
provide care and support for those with 
anxiety, fear, depression, insomnia, and 
many other emotional problems—as well 
as for their stressed-out caregivers. We 
view memory loss as a whole-body dis-
ease and treat it as such, partnering with 
our patients and their caregivers to help 
stave off its effects. 

Our staff members are in the forefront 
of memory care and have been practic-
ing our innovative, integrative treatment 
program for more than 20 years.  This 
program is the only one of its kind, and 
combines the use of medications and vi-
tamins with unique cognitive and physi-
cal exercises. The program targets three 
core areas, the so-called “Three M’s”— 
Memory, Mood, and Movement—which, 
when combined, act as a powerful force 
in treating memory loss.

The founder and director of the 
Memory Clinic, Dr. Valentin Bragin M.D., 
Ph.D., received his medical degree from 
the prestigious Russian Medical Military 
Academy in Saint Petersburg, Russia, 
and began working with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease in 1990. Initially studying Alzheim-
er’s disease in a laboratory setting, he 
has applied his experience to develop 
the techniques employed at the Memory 
Clinic today, and has dedicated his life to 
preventing memory decline and to reha-
bilitating patients. 

“The process of activating the brain 
and our body function … is simplistically 
pure, easily trainable, and enjoyable.” Dr. 
Kendall Brune, Ph.D.

Call The Memory Clinic at 718-946-2481 
to schedule an appointment today!

A D V E R T O R I A L

Dr. Valentin Bragin, M.D., Ph.D.
Medical Director

Community
means
everything.

Jill Sullivan, Agent
3858 Nostrand Avenue, Suite #201
Brooklyn, NY 112355
Bus: 718-743-6988
jill.p.sullivan.glp0@statefarm.com
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday 9am-1pm

That’s why I’m proud to be here to help life go right –
and to support BAYFEST 2017.
If there’s anything you need, call me.

That’s why I’m proud to be here to help life go right  —
If there’s anything you need, call me.

a meeting with commu-
nity leaders to discuss 
the boats on May 3. A let-
ter CB18 sent to DeBlasio 
on May 4 slammed the city 
for moving the boats with-
out consulting Mill Basin 
and surrounding areas. 
CB18 next sent another let-
ter to Hizzoner on May 14, 
reiterating why it opposes 
the boats’ arrival, and ask-
ing if the site would be re-
considered, and about ar-
rangements for parking, 
the boats’ exact site, the 
cost of the relocation, and 
other questions. Turano 
said she has not received 
answers to these letters to 
the mayor’s offi ce.

 The Parks Department 
confirmed to this paper 
that three party boats 
from the Emmons Ave-
nue pier will be coming to 
Mill Basin in May, where 
they will reportedly dock 
off of Flatbush Avenue . 
Further details, such as 
their exact location on 
the Basin, are still being 
finalized, according to 
the department. 

The city said that the 
party boats will have to 
abide by noise restrictions, 
including no loud noise near 
residential areas, and that 
violators will have their 
docking rights taken away.

“The City is committed 
to ensuring that all late-
night operating cruises are 
respectful to residents, no 
matter where they are, and 
that docking locations that 
will continue to be fi nan-
cially viable for cruise op-
erators,” said a Parks De-
partment spokeswoman. 

CB18 will also have the 
chance to vote to approve 
or reject the boats’ applica-
tions for liquor licenses, but 
the State Liquor Authority 
has ultimate say over the 
decision. Turano said the 
state has sometimes gone 
against the board’s recom-
mendations, but that she is 
sure the board will not vote 
to approve the licenses.

“Absolutely not,” she 
said. “Nothing seems right. 
The conditions here are dif-
ferent than where they are 
currently docked.”

A spokesman for As-
semblywoman Jaime Wil-
liams (D–Mill Basin) said 
he is confi dent there is 
enough support in the com-
munity to pursue a tempo-
rary injunction to prevent 
the boats from coming. But 
both he and Turano said no 
case has been fi led yet.

Some Marine Park 
and Mill Basin residents 
want politicians to follow 
through on their pledges to 
stop the boats. 

“I think they should be 
doing more,” said Marine 
Parker Barbara Wagner. 

“Politicians got them out of 
Sheepshead Bay, why can’t 
they get them off of Flat-
bush Avenue?”

 A petition called “HEY, 
Hey, Ho, Ho the Party Boats 
Must Go”  that is circulating 
on Marine Park Facebook 
pages currently has more 
than 450 signatures. 

The city decided to 
move the so-called “booze 
cruises” from Sheepshead 
Bay in April, after residents 
there complained for years 
that they brought noise, 
public intoxication, park-
ing issues, and more to the 
neighborhood. Some party 
boat owners responded by 
accusing the boats’ oppo-
nents of racism against the 
heavily Caribbean-Ameri-
can clients. 

 In Mill Basin and nearby 
areas, locals have com-
plained that they were not 
consulted before the deci-
sion , and have said the area 
is not suitable for the big 
boats.  There was a protest 
against the move shortly af-
ter it was announced . 

It’s unclear where in 
Mill Basin they will dock 
this month. DockNYC, a 
system of docks through-
out the fi ve boroughs, has 
a section on its website 
called “Mill Basin Wharf” 
that only reads “coming 
soon.” 

A DockNYC employee 
was not immediately avail-
able for comment.

Continued from page 1 

CRUISES

DOCK BLOCK: Party boats moored in Sheepshead Bay could be coming to Mill Basin — a move resi-
dents there say they’ll sue to stop. Community News Group / Adam Lucente

The source for news in 
your neighborhood:
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Call Today to Schedule a Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
�������	
��	��������	��	��

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 AVENUE
( )
Take  B  or  Q  Train to Kings Highway        B68, B82 & B7

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy

Cosmetic dentistry / 
extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early 
detection  of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography

Call 718-339-7878 today to schedule your private consultation with an experi-
enced dentist in the latest dental implant technology.

IMPLANT
$1,250

(abutment and crown 
additional $1,250)

VENEER 
SPECIAL

Cosmetic Porcelain

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeover you have always wanted

Kiss Your
Dentures
Goodbye

...and say hello 
to the comfort 

and 
convenience 

of dental implants 
that look

and function 
just like 

your natural teeth!

Senior Special

7902 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge | (718) 439-6993

WOOD FIRED PIZZA & TRATTORIA

Antipasto (choice of one)

Mista Salad  Caesar Salad  Arugula Salad  Caprese Bruscetta 
Pasta é Fagioli Soup  Escarole & Bean Soup  Lentil Soup  Mussels Marinara

Entrée (choice of one)

Chicken Francese - Served w/ String Beans & Potato Croquette
Veal Marsala - Served w/ String Beans & Potato Croquette

Eggplant Parmigiana - Served w/ Spaghetti or Penne Pomodoro
Flounder (Broiled or Oreganata) - Served w/ String Beans & Potato Croquette

Veal Parmigiana - Served w/ Spaghetti or Penne Pomodoro
Chicken Parmigiana - Served w/ Spaghetti or Penne Pomodoro

Margherita Pizza (12” Personal) - Fresh Mozzarella, Tomatoe Sauce & Basil
Classico Pizza (12” Personal) - Classic NY Pizza Mozzarella Cheese 

                     & Tomato Sauce
Tuscany Panini - Grilled Chicken w/ Roasted Peppers & Fresh Mozzarella

Palermo Panini - Fried Eggplant, Roasted Peppers & Fresh Mozzarella
Pompeii Panini - Grilled Chicken, Arugula & Fresh Mozzarella

Beverages
Wine (House Red or White)  Soda (Fountain)  Coffee (American, Tea or Espresso)

Dessert (choice of one)

Italian Cheese Cake  NY Cheese Cake  Cannoli  Ice Cream Cake Roll
Chocolate Blackout Cake  Vanilla or Chocolate Ice Cream

www.giacomopizza.com

Try Our New Pre-Fix LUNCH 
$2450

p.p. plus 
Tax & Gratuity

Lunch Served Daily 
12-4pm 

except Sundays

“What Should I Do To Get A Loan?”

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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torney Eric Gonzalez, who 
said that Hammerman’s 
scheme infl ated his salary 
from $105,180 to $121,931 by 
the time of his resignation.

“This defendant alleg-
edly sought to enrich him-
self with money to which he 
was not entitled,” Gonzalez 
said. “This was a betrayal 
of the public trust that can-
not be tolerated.” 

Members of the civic 
panel — which also serves 
Gowanus, Boerum Hill, 
and Red Hook — discov-
ered Hammerman’s al-
leged forgery scheme dur-
ing an internal review they 
launched following his 
post-arrest hiatus, which 
lasted roughly six months, 
a law-enforcement source 
said.

“His leave of absence 
then prompted an internal 
review,” the source said.

Sleuths with the city’s 
Department of Investiga-

tion — an arm of the law 
that polices local govern-
ment — then took up the 
community board’s probe 
of its embattled former dis-
trict manager, and their 
work ultimately led Gon-
zalez to pursue the forgery 
conviction, according to a 
press release announcing 
the Monday indictment.

Hammerman, however, 
readily admitted to send-
ing the letters that resulted 
in his raise — and in sal-
ary bumps for other com-
munity board employees 
— but claimed Lonial knew 
all about it because he told 
the chairman he would use 
money from a budgetary 
surplus to  boost staffers’ 
pay, according to his law-
yer.

“Craig told the chair-
man of the board, ‘We 
found some money in the 
budget and we’re using it 
for raises,’ ” said Joyce Da-
vid, the same attorney who 
got Hammerman’s stalk-
ing allegations dropped. 
“They’re going to have a 

very hard time proving he 
did anything with a crimi-
nal intent.”

The forgery allegations 
are also grossly exagger-
ated, according to David, 
who said that as the com-
munity board’s district 
manager, her client was 
given access to a digitized 
version of its chairman’s 
signature for administra-
tive purposes.  

“This was the signature 
that he was authorized to 
use for all his dealings,” 
she said. “The community 
board members are vol-
unteers, and things come 
up all the time that need 
a signature. So instead of 
having them run around 
doing stuff, he was issued 
this digital stamp for his 
work.”

And Hammerman is 
simply not stupid enough to 
illegally infl ate his govern-
ment-issued pay, his attor-
ney said, because anyone 
can look up his or any other 
public servant’s earnings 
with the click of a mouse.

“I do think that it still 
has historical and cultural 
signifi cance — once again, 
we’re talking about our part 
of the community that has 
no landmarks whatsoever,” 
said Fran Vella-Marrone. 

Vella-Marrone and other 
locals from the Guard-
ians of the Guardian group 
— the same civic group 
leading the  landmarking 
push  for the nearby  Angel 
Guardian home  — submit-
ted a request for the land-
marks agency to evaluate 
the church on Feb. 27, an 
agency rep confi rmed. But 
the agency disagreed that 
the church is important 
enough to merit landmark-
ing. At the beginning of this 
month, its offi cials released 
a statement saying that the 
church didn’t have enough 
historic or cultural signifi -
cance to be designated as a 
landmark,

“After carefully re-
viewing the building’s ar-
chitectural and historical 
qualities, the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
determined that it does not 
rise to the level of signifi -
cance necessary for con-
sideration as a potential 
individual landmark,” said 

spokeswoman Zodet Ne-
gron. 

 Italian immigrants 
founded the church , named 
after the patron saint of the 
Italian city of Palermo, in 
1902. But about 50 years 
later parishioners founded 
the nearby Basilica of Re-
gina Pacis — which trans-
lates to “queen of peace” — 
on 65th Street between 12th 
and 13th avenues to thank 
the saint for the America’s 
victory in World War II.

St. Rosalia is still consid-
ered the parish’s “mother 
church,” but as with moth-
ers throughout history, St. 
Rosalia will sacrifi ce for the 
betterment  of her progeny, 
according to the Brooklyn 
Diocese.

The sale of St. Rosalia is 
to “ensure the future of the 
parish,” insisted a spokes-
woman for the Diocese, 
adding that funds from the 
sale would be directed to 
Regina Pacis. But she did 
not respond to a request 
for comment about why the 
property was being sold 
as an empty lot — a condi-
tion the Diocese placed on 
the sale, which the pastor, 
Monsignor Ronald Marino, 
 announced to parishioners 
in a church bulletin at the 
beginning of March . The 
rep added that the Diocese 
has begun the process of 

removing the patrimony — 
including the stained glass 
windows, statues, and pews 
— from St. Rosalia, some of 
which will be stored at the 
Lady of Lourdes Church 
on Furman Street in Bush-
wick. 

Marino said that he had 
St. Rosalia’s main alter and 
a statue moved to Regina 
Pacis to try to preserve 
the memory of the mother 
church.

“I’ve been trying to 
show the connection so we 
don’t lose the history,” he 
said.  

Marino added that the 
Diocese has not found a 
buyer for the property yet 
and that he can’t see how 
the church would be demol-
ished before the fall. The 
property is zoned for retail 
use, including offi ces and 
hotels.

Another parishioner 
lamented the future of the 
church, saying that its 
demolition would be the 
death knell for an epoch in 
the neighborhood.  

“The landmarking 
didn’t go through — it’s a 
done deal. It’s going to be 
demolished, and the Dio-
cese is going to do what 
they’re going to do with 
it,” said Carl Esposito. “It’s 
sad, it’s really sad. It’s like 
the end of an era.”  

CHURCH

Continued from page 1 

FORGED

Continued from page 1 
Affordable Housing for Rent 
1 FLATBUSH AVENUE 
37 NEWLY CONSTRUCTED UNITS AT 1 FLATBUSH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11217 

  FORT GREENE 

Amenities: Washer & Dryer in Units, Common Area/Lounge, Landscape Rooftop, Laundry Room*, Gym* (*additional 
fees may apply). 
Transit: Trains: 2, 3, 4, 5, A, B, C, D, G, LIRR, N, Q & R, Buses: B25, B26, B37, B38, B41, B45, B63, B65, B67, B103 
 
No application fee • No broker’s fee • Smoke-free building  

This building is being constructed through the Inclusionary Program and is anticipated to receive a Tax Exemption through the 
421-a Tax Incentive Program of the New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development.  
 
Who Should 
Apply? 

Individuals or households who meet the income 
and household size requirements listed in the 
table below may apply. Qualified applicants will 
be required to meet additional selection criteria.  
Applicants who live in New York City receive a 
general preference for apartments.                                    

 

A percentage of units is set aside for applicants with disabilities: 
� Mobility (5%)  
� Vision/ Hearing (2%) 

Preference for a percentage of units goes to: 
� Residents of Brooklyn Community Board 2 (50%) 
� Municipal Employees (5%) 

 
* Up to half of Community Board preference units may be 
allocated through referrals of applicants from city agencies 

AVAILABLE UNITS AND INCOME REQUIREMENTS 

Unit Size 
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Monthly Rent1 Units Available  Household Size2 Annual Household Income3 
Minimum – Maximum4 

Studio $867 21  1 person $31,612 - $43,860 

1 bedroom $931 8  
1 person $33,875 - $43,860 

2 people $33,875 - $50,100 

2 bedroom $1,123 8  

2 people $40,492 - $50,100 

3 people $40,492 - $56,340 

4 people $40,492 - $62,580 

1 Rent includes gas for cooking. 
2 Household size includes everyone who will live with you, including parents and children. Subject to occupancy criteria. 
3 Household earnings includes salary, hourly wages, tips, Social Security, child support, and other income. Income guidelines subject to change. 
4 Minimum income listed may not apply to applicants with Section 8 or other qualifying rental subsidies. Asset limits also apply. 

How Do You Apply?  
Apply online or through mail. To apply online, please go to nyc.gov/housingconnect. To request an application by mail, send a self-
addressed envelope to: IMPACCT BROOKLYN ATTENTION: 1 Flatbush Avenue, 1224 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 
11216. Only send one application per development. Do not submit duplicate applications. Do not apply online and also send in a paper 
application. Applicants who submit more than one application may be disqualified.

When is the Deadline?  
Applications must be postmarked or submitted online no later than July 11, 2018. Late applications will not be considered.
What Happens After You Submit an Application?  
After the deadline, applications are selected for review through a lottery process. If yours is selected and you appear to qualify, you will be 
invited to an interview to continue the process of determining your eligibility. Interviews are usually scheduled from 2 to 10 months after 
the application deadline. You will be asked to bring documents that verify your household size, identity of members of your household, 
and your household income. 

Español Presente una solicitud en línea en nyc.gov/housingconnect. Para recibir una traducción de español de este anuncio y la solicitud impresa, 
envíe un sobre con la dirección a: IMPACCT BROOKLYN ATTENTION: 1 Flatbush Avenue, 1224 Bedford Avenue, 
Brooklyn, New York 11216. En el reverso del sobre, escriba en inglés la palabra “SPANISH.” Las solicitudes se deben enviar en línea 
o con sello postal antes de 11 de julio 2018.

nyc.gov/housingconnect IMPACCT 
BROOKLYN ATTENTION: 1 Flatbush Avenue, 1224 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11216.

CHINESE

Русский Чтобы подать заявление через интернет, зайдите на сайт: nyc.gov/housingconnect. Для получения данного объявления и заявления на 
русском языке отправьте конверт с обратным адресом по адресу  IMPACCT BROOKLYN ATTENTION: 1 Flatbush Avenue, 1224 
Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11216. На задней стороне конверта напишите слово “RUSSIAN” на английском языке. Заявки 
должны быть поданы онлайн или отправлены по почте (согласно дате на почтовом штемпеле) не позднее 11 июль 2018.

nyc.gov/housingconnect
IMPACCT BROOKLYN ATTENTION: 1 Flatbush Avenue, 1224 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11216. 

 

Kreyòl 
Ayisyien

Aplike sou entènèt sou sitwèb nyc.gov/housingconnect. Pou resevwa yon tradiksyon anons sa a nan lang Kreyòl Ayisyen ak aplikasyon an 
sou papye, voye anvlòp ki gen adrès pou retounen li nan: IMPACCT BROOKLYN ATTENTION: 1 Flatbush Avenue, 1224 
Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11216. Nan dèyè anvlòp la, ekri mo “HATIAN CREOLE” an Anglè. Ou dwe remèt aplikasyon 
yo sou entènèt oswa ou dwe tenbre yo anvan dat jiyè 11, 2018.

العربية . للحصول على ترجمة باللغة العربية لهذا اإلعالن ولنموذج الطلب الورقي، أرسل مظروف nyc.gov/housingconnectاإللكتروني تقدم بطلب عن طريق اإلنترنت على الموقع 
 IMPACCT BROOKLYN ATTENTION: 1 Flatbush Avenue, 1224 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New York يحمل اسمك وعنوانك إلى: 

يوليو،  11يجب إرسال نماذج الطلبات عن طريق اإلنترنت أو ختمها بختم البريد قبل  ".ARABICغة اإلنجليزية كلمة ". على الجهة الخلفية للمظروف، اكتب بالل11216
2018.

Mayor Bill de Blasio • HPD Commissioner Maria Torres-Springer 
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L & M TOURS 

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Vancouver
Trip

Receive a Free Bus Trip after completing a 9-Day or more cruise

 Bus Tours
  Day & Overnight

 Bus Charters

 Cruise Destinations

Vancouver, Rocky Mountains, & Victoria Including Banff, Lake Louise, & Icefi eld
$1589 Double, $1539 Triple, $2189 Single

Receive a FREE Bus Day Trip up to $109 upon returning from this trip. Everyone will receive a Surprise Gift. 

Incredible
ACROBATS OF CHINA

Sunday,
November 4, 2018

$119, $99 & $89
$79 & $59

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
Hundreds of Trip Possibilities

We have 56-seat motorcoaches & 24-seat mini 
buses available for your transportation needs.


