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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It’s a youth movement!

Two high-school seniors 
became members of Bay 
Ridge’s Community Board 
10 by Borough President 
Adams’s offi ce when Bor-
ough Hall appointed the 
newest class of board mem-
bers  earlier this month. 

One of the 17-year-olds, a 

student at Bay Ridge Prep, 
said he wanted to join the 
board to bring the voice 
of young people to a panel 
shaping civic life. 

“What they’re deciding 
affects young people just as 
much as adults,” said Alex 
Pellitteri, who lives in Bath 
Beach. “The fact that there 
were no people my age and 

that that voice didn’t exist 
bothered me.” 

Pellitteri said he has 
been regularly attending 
the board’s monthly meet-
ings since last fall, but be-
gan following goings-on in 
local government about two 
years ago. And he’s been 
involved with many local 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
The city’s failure to collect fi nes 
on thousands of properties with 
unpaid building violations in 
Marine Park, Madison, Sheep-
shead Bay, and surrounding 
neighborhoods makes a mock-
ery of zoning laws, leading some 
locals to call for some Wild West 
justice at a civic meeting on May 
17.

“Why can’t they get a posse 
together and collect?” said Fran 
Minichiello of Sheepshead Bay. 

The lax enforcement of so-
called environmental control 
board violations — which the 
Department of Buildings slaps 
on developers when they fail to 
comply with construction or zon-
ing rules — was the subject of a 
special meeting of the Madison-
Marine-Homecrest Civic Associ-
ation in Marine Park last week, 
where residents grilled offi cials 
from the buildings department 
and the Department of Finance, 
which is responsible for collect-
ing the fi nes.

BY ADAM LUCENTE
This Canarsie house is 
truly angelic.

The home of Guard-
ian Angels founder Curtis 
Sliwa grew up in is up for 
sale. The talk show host 
who started the  legendary 
civilian anti-crime patrol  
said he hopes a new family 
will be able to fi nd refuge 

there from the struggles of 
every day life the same way 
his Italian grandparents, 
his parents, and later he 
and his siblings did.

“It’s a blue collar, work-
ing class house,” said 
Sliwa. “I hope a new family 
has the same experience 
we had.”

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12

Opera beneath Green-Wood 
BY ADAM LUCENTE

Talk about underground mu-
sic!

A haunting opera about mur-
der, love, and a gender-fl uid elf 
will have an extra-spooky pre-
miere in the catacombs of Green-
Wood Cemetery on June 6. The 
show’s composer said the nar-
row, morbid environment will 
make attendees feel like they are 
trapped by the story and the pow-
erful vocals.

“I love the claustrophobia of 

the catacombs,” said David Hertz-
berg. “It will try to make you feel 
like you’re being buried alive, but 
in a cool way.”

Opera-goers will follow a can-
dle-lit pathway through the grave-
yard to the subterranean tombs, 
and take seats along one wall of 
the catacomb’s long, narrow hall-
way, with the performance tak-
ing place all along the crypt-lined 
corridor. 

“The Rose Elf” features a pair 
Continued on page 8

INTO DARKNESS: The morbid new opera “The Rose Elf” will debut in the 
catacombs beneath Green-wood Cemetery on June 6. Kevin Condon

TEEN SPIRIT: Bath beach 
teen Alex Pellitteri is a mem-
ber of CB10.

‘ROSE’ 
FROM 
DEAD

Locals: Get 
scoffl aw 

developers 
to pay up

Teens join community board‘Guardian’s’ home sale
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Call Today to Schedule a Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
�������	
��	��������	��	��

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 AVENUE
( )
Take  B  or  Q  Train to Kings Highway        B68, B82 & B7

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy

Cosmetic dentistry / 
extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early 
detection  of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography

Call 718-339-7878 today to schedule your private consultation with an experi-
enced dentist in the latest dental implant technology.

IMPLANT
$1,250

(abutment and crown 
additional $1,250)

VENEER 
SPECIAL

Cosmetic Porcelain

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeover you have always wanted

Kiss Your
Dentures
Goodbye

...and say hello 
to the comfort 

and 
convenience 

of dental implants 
that look

and function 
just like 

your natural teeth!

Senior Special

BY COLIN MIXSON
This virus is going to the dogs.

A strain of canine infl uenza that’s in-
fected more than a dozen Kings County ca-
nines in recent weeks will only get worse 
before it gets better, according to a city vet.

“It’s a new virus, so there’s no natu-
ral immunities to this,” said Dr. Yasmine 
Mortsakis, who runs New York Veterinary 
Practice. “More dogs are going to get sick.”

The H3N2 strain fi rst sprung up state-
side three years ago in Chicago, where it 
struck more than 1,000 pooches that fell 
ill with symptoms two-legged fl u victims 
would fi nd familiar, including fever, runny 
nose, and a heavy cough.

And after lingering in the heartland for 
a spell, Mortsakis said H3N2 — a strain hu-
mans cannot catch — landed in Brooklyn 
on April 30, when the fi rst hapless hound 
tested positive for the virus before spread-
ing it to 13 others in a matter of weeks.

“The amount of infected dogs is rising 
pretty rapidly,” she said. 

Canine infl uenza is airborne, and 
seasonal in the sense that it commonly 
spreads during warm weather as people 
spend more time outdoors with their pups, 
according to Mortsakis, who implored the 
owners of mutts that have socialized with 
other furballs to get the beasts vaccinated.

“The more sociable dogs are, the more 
likely they are to interact with others that 
may have communicable diseases,” the 
vet said. “Any dog that goes to day care or 
a park, or dogs that are walked in group 
environments, should get vaccinated for 
sure.”

But dog fl u is rarely deadly — although 
it can be among puppies or older pooches, 
which are more likely to develop pneumo-
nia after contracting the virus, Mortsakis 
said. Flat-nosed canines such as pugs and 
bulldogs also have a harder time fending 
off infl uenza due to pre-existing respira-
tory issues common in certain breeds.

And fortunately, pups can get fl u shots 
from vets that effectively immunize them 
against the disease — just like those an-
nual inoculations for people —  but the big 
question is will they . One dog owner out for 
a walk in Brooklyn Bridge Park with her 
cocker-spaniel mix questioned whether the 
vaccine is really necessary.

“It’s hard to know when they’re trying 
to sell you something and when it’s actu-
ally real,” said Marcella, a Dumbo resident 
who refused to give her last name.

But the father of another furball from 
Brooklyn Heights said the shot is a no-
brainer given how prevalent pooches are 
in the neighborhood.

“There are a lot of dogs in the area and 
they’re all very interactive,” said Matt 
Stanley, the proud dad of a black lab. “Keep-
ing my dog safe is a priority.”

And many canine-service providers 
such as dog walkers require pups to be up 
to date with vaccinations, including the fl u 
shot, before stepping out with new clients, 
according to a professional walker leading 
a pack of canines through Brooklyn Bridge 
Park.

“They’re not allowed to join our com-
pany if they don’t have their vaccinations,” 
said Cristal Diaz.

NEW SENSATION: Twitter superstar Pepper was feeling under the weather back in April, when the 
poor pooch may have caught a new strain of the fl u. Evan Sandhaus

It’s fl u season 
for Fido in boro
Vets urge vaccination as cases grow
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Don’t all jump in at once!

City offi cials are passing 
the buck when it comes to who 
is responsible for fi xing infra-
structure that fl oods outside a 
Windsor Terrace subway sta-
tion, where straphangers had 
to cross a makeshift brick foot-
bridge when a massive pool 
formed inside the hub itself 
last week.

But the puddle that pooled 
inside Fort Hamilton Park-
way station on May 17 pales in 
comparison to the much larger 
bodies of stagnant water that 
form on a sidewalk leading to 
it, according to many commut-
ers, who said a continuously 
clogged drain on the path re-
sults in frequent fl ooding, forc-
ing locals to shimmy along a 
fence bordering the pavement 
just to stay dry.

“People end up holding onto 
the gates and then moving 
down,” said Rebecca Malukoff, 
who has lived near the station 
for 20 years.

Offi cials at the Department 
of Environmental protec-
tion previously maintained 
the drain on the sidewalk 
— which runs beneath Fort 
Hamilton Parkway to the sta-
tion wedged between Green-
wood Playground and an iron 
fence that separates the path 
from the Prospect Expressway 
— but abruptly stopped tend-
ing to it in 2014, according to a 
staffer at the local community 
board.

“Previously DEP had been 

cleaning it out, but then said 
it was not the agency’s juris-
diction, and that it wouldn’t 
do that anymore,” said Com-
munity Board 7’s district man-
ager Jeremy Laufer.

Later that year, leaders at 
the civic panel and the state-
run Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority — which is 
responsible for keeping up the 
station, but not its surround-
ing infrastructure — orga-
nized a visit to the problem-
atic pathway, inviting bigwigs 
from the city’s Transportation 
and Parks departments to de-
termine which oversaw clean-
ing the drain after the envi-
ronmental agency washed its 
hands of the task.

And four years later, the 
issue is not resolved, accord-
ing to Laufer, who described 
the combination of sidewalk, 
drain, and nearby green space 
as ideal conditions for a clas-
sic game of hot potato when it 
comes to who has jurisdiction 

over the grounds just outside 
the Fort Hamilton Parkway 
station.

“It’s a catch basin making 
you think it’s DEP, but it’s on 
Parks land, and it’s also on 
a path, making you think it 
could be DOT,” he said.

Offi cials at the transporta-
tion authority would like to fi x 
the sidewalk’s pooling prob-
lem, but the state-run agency 
isn’t authorized to renovate 
city-owned land, and there-
fore can only push a munici-
pal agency to take responsibil-
ity for the issue, according to a 
spokesman.

“We can’t go in changing 
things that belong to the city,” 
said Shams Tarek.

But the transportation au-
thority isn’t entirely off the 
hook, according to Malukoff, 
who blasted the station’s recent 
interior fl ooding as a chronic 
problem left unaddressed for 
years.

“It didn’t surprise me,” she 

said. “There are lots of things 
like this. This is total abandon-
ment.”

A Parks Department spokes-
person said its jurisdiction in-
cludes part of the sidewalk, but 
ends where the path dips be-
low Fort Hamilton Parkway — 
precisely where the fl ood zone 
begins — claiming a highly 
technical map she provided is 
evidence that the problem area 
is part of the parkway.

And the parkway is under 
the city’s jurisdiction, accord-
ing to a rep for the state Trans-
portation Department, who 
couldn’t say what agency is re-
sponsible for the overpass and 
associated sidewalk.

A rep for the city’s Trans-
portation Department said 
it will review the sidewalk-
fl ooding issue, but didn’t im-
mediately answer when asked 
whether the agency is respon-
sible for maintaining Fort 
Hamilton Parkway.

— with Saul Marquez

PROBLEM PATH: (Clockwise, from 
top left) A dip in this sidewalk lead-
ing to the Fort Hamilton Parkway 
subway station fl oods regularly, 
forcing locals to shimmy along the 
fence to keep their feet dry. The 
makeshift brick footbridge strap-
hangers had to cross to traverse 
a giant puddle that formed inside 
the station on May 17. The Parks 
Department’s highly technical im-
age that offi cials claim proves the 
agency’s jurisdiction ends where 
the sidewalk’s fl ood zone begins.

Terrace puddle puzzle
City points fi ngers instead of fi xing fl ooding outside subway station
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Crash survivor’s 
unborn child dies

BY COLIN MIXSON
A pregnant mother’s 
unborn child died on 
May 11 from injuries 
she and the baby sus-
tained months ago 
when a driver hit the 
woman and fatally 
struck two kids on 
a Park Slope street, 
her lawyer an-
nounced in a state-
ment on May 16.

Tony Award–win-
ning actress Ruthie 
Ann Miles — whose 
4–year-old daugh-
ter Abigail Blumen-
stein died immedi-
ately following the 
horrifi c crash — lost 
her second child at 
39 weeks pregnant, 
when the baby was 
full-term, according 
to attorney Ben Ru-
binowitz.

“The pain suf-
fered by Ruthie and 
[her husband] Jona-
than is nearly im-
possible to fathom,” 
read the statement 
from Rubinowitz, a 
personal-injury at-
torney representing 
the family. 

 In March , motor-
ist Dorothy Bruns 
rolled through a red 
light and plowed her 
Volvo sedan into a 
then seven-months-
pregnant Miles, Blu-
menstein, and three 
others — including 
1-year-old Joshua 

Lew, who also died in 
the crash — as they 
crossed Ninth Street 
at Fifth Avenue. But 
shortly after the col-
lision, Miles’s fam-
ily  said her unborn 
baby survived the 
ordeal  in a state-
ment released via 
social media.

I n v e s t i g a t o r s 
later discovered 
Bruns has a his-
tory of seizures and 
other medical condi-
tions that may have 
led to the deadly in-
cident, and  a grand 
jury indicted her on 
reckless manslaugh-
ter charges  earlier 
this month after 
prosecutors alleged 
she ignored doctors’ 
orders when she 
climbed behind the 
wheel on the day of 
the collision.

Bruns faces up to 
15 years behind bars 
if convicted, accord-
ing to the district at-
torney’s offi ce.

And Miles’s fam-
ily fi led a separate 
civil suit against 
Bruns, according 
to Rubinowitz, who 
said he expects the 
death of the actress’s 
unborn child to af-
fect the case.

“It’s a horrible 
fact,” he said. “This 
is something that’s 
horrifi c.”

TRAGIC: Ruthie Ann Miles’s unborn baby died from 
injuries she and the child sustained when motor-
ist Dorothy Bruns hit the pregnant mother — and 
crashed into two children including Miles’s 4-year-
old daughter, both of whom died immediately fol-
lowing the collision — on a Park Slope street in 
March. Associated Press / Andy Kropa
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I challenge 
depression.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re more like a head-
ache!

City engineers must rip 
up their plans for a new wa-
ter-fi ltration facility called a 
headhouse and its adjacent 
public space on the Gow-
anus Canal, according to 
many Gowanusaurs, who 
blasted the proposed scheme 
as ill-conceived at a meeting 
about the waterway’s feder-
ally led cleanup.

Offi cials proposed erect-
ing the headhouse on Butler 
Street on land now occupied 
by the old Gowanus Station 
building — which they want 
to raze in order to bury one 
of two massive water-stor-
age tanks going in as part of 
the ongoing scrub — and an 
open-air community space 
on an adjacent Nevins Street 
plot. But many locals argued 
the two parcels boast enough 
land to install the tank, build 
the headhouse, and create 

the new open space without 
destroying the  beloved 1913 
structure .

“I don’t see that it’s a 
problem to simply move 
the entire thing down. You 
sacrifi ce some of this open 
space, yes, but also get some 
public good out of it saving 
this building,” Brad Vogel, 
a neighborhood advocate on 

the Gowanus Canal Com-
munity Advisory Group, 
said at the May 17 meeting 
with offi cials from the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection and Gowanus 
Councilman Stephen Levin. 
“I would really ask DEP 
to go back to the drawing 
board, move this  and save 
the building, and still have 
a win-win.”

Last month,  Council 
okayed the city’s use of emi-
nent domain to seize the ca-
nal-adjacent Butler and Nev-
ins street lots  — if offi cials 
and the property owners 
can’t agree on a sale price on 
their own — so that Environ-
mental Protection Depart-
ment bigwigs can exhume 
the land to make way for an 
8-million gallon cistern to 
collect future storm-water 
runoff that the Feds require 
as part of their cleanup.

But water destined for the 
underground tank must fi rst 

be fi ltered, necessitating the 
construction of the head-
house — a no-more-than-
seven-story facility where 
large screens will purge the 
poo-tainted wet stuff of  tam-
pons, animal corpses, and 
other debris  that offi cials 
want to build with parts of 
the Gowanus Station they 
will salvage after hitting it 
with the wrecking ball.

“We are not trying to 
replicate what’s here, but 
we do want to take some of 
the substantial pieces,” said 
Environmental Protection 
Department bigwig Michael 
DeLoach. “Obviously, the de-
sign of the building is more 
modern.”

DeLoach and fellow of-
fi cials tapped two fi rms to 
design the headhouse — 
where water will also pass 
through a so-called “de-grit-
ter,” which removes sand 
and gravel, and machines 
that dilute its odor before 

it is pumped to the storage 
tank and ultimately a city 
wastewater treatment plant 
— with an exterior made of 
a breathable material such 
as terra cotta that also ex-
poses the facility’s various 
parts to passersby, making 
it an attraction in the neigh-
borhood.

“The strategy is to cre-
ate visual interest for folks 

in the community,” said Ali-
cia West, who conducts out-
reach for the city environ-
mental agency.

Building the infrastruc-
ture, however, is diffi cult 
and expensive. Its price 
tag could infl ate to a whop-
ping $1.2 billion once offi -
cials tally the fi nal costs for 
land acquisition and con-

Sewage storage stinks!

BUILDING SWAP: The city wants 
to put the headhouse where the 
Gowanus Station building now 
stands.  
 Environmental Protection Dept.

PARK PLACE: The city plans to build an open-air public space ad-
jacent to the headhouse, both of which would be above the under-
ground tank.  Environmental Protection Department

Locals pooh-pooh the plan for site of Gowanus poo tank

Continued on page 6
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MEMORIAL DAY SALE 
GOING ON NOW!

BY SAUL MARQUEZ
They walked all over this 
course!

Brooklynites strapped 
on their shoes to participate 
in Bay Ridge’s fi rst weekly 
community run after con-
vincing a runners group to 
bring its “Open Run” pro-
gram to Shore Road Park, 
according to one of the or-
ganizers.

“The demand from the 
Bay Ridge community was 
the driving force to bringing 
the program to Shore Road 
Park,” said Rachel Pratt, Se-
nior Vice President of Youth 
and Community Services 
of New York Road Runners. 
“We’re thrilled that we were 
able to meet the demands of 
the Bay Ridge community 
with a course and experi-
ence the participants abso-
lutely loved.”

Ninety-seven partici-
pants took on the three-mile 
course on Saturday, which 
started at the comfort sta-
tion at 79th Street and Shore 
Road. But it wasn’t a race — 
the non-competitive run is 
open to everyone. 

That includes those with 
children, strollers, dogs, 
and even those who just 

want to walk at their own 
pace. 

One of the organizers 

said the run’s non-compet-
itive nature makes it easy 
for new runners to jump 
into the running life.

“The idea is for families 
and people who aren’t used 
to running to have fun in a 
non-competitive and non-
intimidating space,” said 
Cody Castro, who volun-
teers with New York Road 
Runners. “We’re always 
welcoming different ages 
and paces.”

The Shore Road Park 
run, which will continue 
every Saturday at 9 am, is 
the New York Road Run-
ners’ fi fth Open Run pro-
gram in Brooklyn — it also 
hosts its program at Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, Canarsie 
Park, Highland Park, and 
Marine Park. Castro said 
the runs help connect the 
community.

“It was great to see the 
community, especially all 
the families, participating,” 
he said. “It creates a com-
munity feeling.”

New York Road Runners 
Open Run in Shore Road 
Park in Bay Ridge (Comfort 
station at 79th Street and 
Shore Road). Saturdays at 9 
am. Free.

Ready, set, go!
Locals participate in Bay Ridge’s 

fi rst weekly community ‘Open Run’

STEADY PACE: (Above) Brook-
lynites ran the course at the 
New York Road Runners’ fi rst 
Open Run in Bay Ridge. (Below) 
Saturday’s noncompetitive run 
was open to everyone, includ-
ing those pushing strollers, 
accompanying children, and 
walking their dogs. 
 Photos by Trey Pentecost

MOVING ALONG: Saturday’s noncompetitive run was open to everyone, including those pushing 
strollers, accompanying children, and walking their dogs. Photo by Trey Pentecost
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
He wants you to chow down 
and chat up.

A Bensonhurst resident 
who’s been baking Ital-
ian treats since he was a 
boy opened up a pizzeria 
on 71st Street in Bay Ridge 
last month with the hope of 
bringing families together 
over his classic Italian pies. 
The owner of Lombardo’s of 
Bay Ridge said his eatery is 
different from others in the 
nabe because wife Joanna 
convinced him to fi ll it with 
board games instead of tele-
visions, in order to encour-
age the lost art of conversa-
tion.   

“We don’t have a televi-
sion. We don’t want to hear 
people on their phones, we 
want to hear people speak-
ing,” said Emanuele Lom-
bardo. “[My wife] said, 
‘no television, let’s put out 
board games and let people 
enjoy.’ It’s casual — I want 
people to feel like they’re 
home.” 

The restaurant — which 
also boasts a brick oven and 
the Lombardo family’s col-
lection of Italian antiques — 
serves pizzas, calzones, sal-
ads, and paninis, all made 
from ingredients imported 
from Italy, according to 
Lombardo. 

The pizzas are topped 
with traditional Italian in-
gredients: the “bianca” fea-
tures ricotta, garlic, and 
mozzarella; the “quattro sta-
gioni” — or “four seasons” 
— includes prosciutto, porta-
bello mushrooms, artichoke 
hearts, olives, and mozza-
rella; and the “prosciutto 
di parma and arugula” has 

shaved Sardo cheese, moz-
zarella, and its eponymous 
meat and greens. 

The paninis, too, are 
mostly fi lled with clas-
sic combinations of meat 
and vegetables: the grilled 
chicken with mozzarella, 
roasted peppers, arugula 
and balsamic vinaigrette; 
the smoked salmon with 

goat cheese, red onion, aru-
gula, and honey Dijon mus-
tard; and the tuna with red 
onions, tomatoes, and extra 
virgin olive oil. 

Lombardo said the 
straightforward menu was 
inspired by his own up-
bringing — and his distaste 
for hipsters’ inventive res-
taurant orders. 

“I cringe when someone 
asks for pineapple or kale on 
pizza — we didn’t grow up 
like that,” he said. “What-
ever fresh vegetables were 
in the fridge, that’s what we 
had on the pizza.” 

But local faddy foodies 
can still chow down on a few 
dishes that also keep Lom-
bardo’s Italian conscious 
clear. There’s the vegan 
pie — made with dairy-free 
cheese — the veggie-fi lled 
antipasti dishes, or any of 
the fi ve classic side salads. 
And carnivores and herbi-
vores alike can fi nish off 
their meals with any of the 
three homemade desserts: 
cannoli, cheesecake, or the 
Nutella pie.  

The eatery will soon de-
but live music, outdoor seat-
ing, and “bring your own 
bottle” service, once the city 
approves permits for the lat-
ter two, Lombardo said. But 
for now, diners can chal-
lenge their dates to classic 
board games such as Trou-
ble, Chutes and Ladders, 
Sorry, Clue, and Yahtzee. 

Lombardo spent most of 
his adult life working in the 
restaurant business, with a 
short foray into baking. He 
owned Tuttobene’s Pizza in 
Greenpoint and then worked 
at Cammareri’s Bakery in 

Bensonhurst. But his culi-
nary journey began when he 
was 10-years-old, when his 
grandfather dragged him in 
to work at his uncle’s Gra-
vesend bakery, on W. Sixth 
Street and Avenue U, after 
he ruined a $150 pair of Ree-
bok sneakers only an hour 
after his mother bought 
them, he said.  

But the punishment 
quickly became a privilege. 
He baked his fi rst wedding 
cake when he was 14, Lom-
bardo said, and opened his 
fi rst pizza shop on Flatlands 
Avenue in Canarsie within 
a decade. 

Now, his own kids — 
7-year-old Santino and 
3-year-old GianCarlo — 
share his love for pizza, and 
know to leave their electron-
ics behind when they visit 
Dad’s new restaurant. 

“We try to promote talk-
ing — we want people to 
come in and have a great 
time,” Lombardo said. 
“I want a family atmo-
sphere.” 

Lombardo’s of Bay Ridge 
[279 71st Street between 
Ridge Boulevard and Third 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 
238–7100.] Open Tues.–Wed., 
5–11 pm; Thurs.–Fri., 5 pm–
midnight; Sat., noon–mid-
night; Sun., noon–9 pm. 

New pizzeria in Bay Ridge 
strikes a conversational tone 

WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD: Emanuele Lombardo recently opened a new Ridge pizza shop, 
Lombardo’s of Bay Ridge, on 71st Street between Ridge Boulevard and Third Avenue. 
 Photo by Trey Pentecost

struction of the headhouse, 
public space, large storage 
tank, and a smaller 4-mil-
lion gallon vessel the Feds 
also require along the ca-
nal in Gowanus Council-
man Brad Lander’s district 

— which offi cials did not 
share designs for, but want 
to bury on city-owned land 
near Second Avenue and 
the Fourth Street Turning 
Basin — according to engi-
neers and information from 
Lander’s offi ce.

But the price to acquire 
the properties for the in-
frastructure presents a 

unique opportunity to 
transform parts of the land 
into a semi-green public 
space along the canal, ac-
cording to Levin, which is 
why offi cials tasked fi rms 
Selldorf Architects and 
Dland Studio to dream up 
inviting designs for the 
sewage-tank and head-
house sites that could be 

incorporated into a larger, 
 sprawling waterfront park 
down the line .

“Open space is not in 
great supply here,” Levin 
said. 

Still, the city’s top pri-
ority for any such public 
recreational space should 
be to ensure it includes the 
nearly century-old Gow-

anus Station that is now an 
iconic symbol of the neigh-
borhood, another local pres-
ervationist said.

“That building is inte-
gral to the community,” said 
Katia Kelly. “It’s the only 
one that says Gowanus on it, 
and it should be saved. That 
should be the fi rst thing on 
the list.”

And if the city cannot ac-
quire all the land it needs 
for the larger project by 
2020, the Environmental 
Protection Agency offi cials 
leading the canal’s cleanse 
will install it in the grave of 
Gowanus’s beloved Double 
D pool,  which workers will 
excavate — and replace — as 
part of the cleanup .

TANK
Continued from page 4
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4100 GLENWOOD ROAD 718-859-6500
WWW.GLENWOODMASON.COM

Store Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 6 AM - 5 PM 

Saturday: 6 AM - 4 PM

HOT DEAL!
9 gallon 

AFC dust
extractor

with HEPA 

$699.99
Now

14 gallon 
AFC dust
extractor

with HEPA 

$799.99

THE MULE!

The Block 
Picker Upper!

No need to put 
stress on your 
back anymore

Only at

Come down to our showroom 
For a live demo!

r!
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Holds
Weight 
up to 
135lbs

Glenwood Mason
Supply!

360° CONNECTED
Three-Plane
Leveling 
and
Alignment-Line
Laser 
and 
Tripod (bt150)
With free extra 
battery

$472.99

e

Authorized Dealer
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Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com 

MARKET:
7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

FREE PARKING

3 $39F

1
4 LBS EACH (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

$22
1

4

with this coupon 

+

There are 2,366 proper-
ties with open violations 
in the territory of Com-
munity Board 18, which 
includes parts of Marine 
Park, Mill Basin, Canar-
sie, and other neighbor-
hoods. There are 5,518 to-
tal open violations in that 
area, meaning some prop-
erties have more than 
one, according to the De-
partment of Buildings. 

Within Community 
Board 15, which encom-
passes Madison, Sheep-
shead Bay, Manhattan 
Beach, and other areas, 
there are 1,941 properties 
with open violations, and 
4,505 total such violations 
among 31,884 properties, 
according to the depart-
ment. The Madison-Ma-
rine-Homecrest Civic As-
sociation includes parts of 
both CB15 and CB18.

The Department of Fi-
nance did not respond to a 

request for information on 
how much money’s worth 
of violations currently re-
mains unpaid in Brooklyn, 
but a response to a freedom 
of information law request 
from the association said 
there were more than $247 
million in outstanding vi-
olations in the borough in 
August 2017. 

The fi nance and build-
ings offi cials at the meet-
ing said the agencies are 
making progress improv-
ing collections, pointing 
out that they collected $90 
million on outstanding vi-
olations in Fiscal Year 2017 
— up $30 million from the 
year before. Efforts to im-
prove collection included 
making it possible to pay 
violations online, and re-
ferring more delinquents 
to the city’s Sheriffs and 
Marshals, they said.

“We have gotten 
tougher,” said the fi nance 
offi cial. “It’s never in our 
interest to let fi nes go un-
collected.”

But the offi cial also said 

that Albany limits their 
ability to make builders 
pay up.

“State law says the vio-
lations expire after eight 
years,” she said. “Developers 
know that and will wait.”

Some in the audience 
were not satisfi ed with 
the city’s increased collec-
tion efforts. One Manhat-
tan Beacher said it’s not 
fair that residents have to 
pay what they owe the city 
while developers can wait 
eight years and escape 
their fi ne.

“Everyone has to pay 
their property taxes,” said 
Judy Baron. “But people 
know they can wait eight 
years. It’s ridiculous.”

Civic honcho Ed Jawor-
ski was were more sympa-
thetic, saying he didn’t know 
about the state’s statute of 
limitations on the city viola-
tions, and vowed to press the 
issue with Albany.

“I was not aware of that. 
I’ve been trying to address 
the city on this for years,” 
he said. 

of star-crossed lovers who 
are fi guratively torn apart 
when one of them is liter-
ally torn apart by a jealous 
rival. A fl ower-inhabiting 
fairy witnesses the horrifi c 
crime, talks the living lover 
through the tragedy, and 
learns empathy in the pro-
cess. The gruesome story is 
based on a Hans Christian 
Andersen tale, and it in-
volves a pseudo-incestuous 
love triangle, a decapita-
tion, and body parts being 
exhumed.

Hertzberg, who has had 
previous work performed 
at Carnegie Hall and Lin-
coln Center, said the cata-
combs will emphasize the 
opera’s dark qualities.

“There’s so much natu-
ral resonance with the story 
there,” he said of the under-
ground venue. “There’s an 
intense eroticism and vol-
atility that will explode in 
this environment.”

The space below Green-
Wood Cemetery has a slight 
echo, which prompted 
Hertzberg to adjust the per-
cussion arrangement so it 
would not overpower the 
space. He said the intimate 
setting will make people 
feel closer to the story and 

the singers than they would 
at a regular opera house.

“Having these singers 
with powerful voices los-
ing it feet away from you, 
it’s kind of a visceral power 
that is hard to often achieve 
in a normal concert hall 
setting,” said Hertzberg.

“The Rose Elf” kicks 
off a new concert series for 
Brooklyn’s biggest grave-
yard, titled “The Angel’s 
Share” which will bring 
an array of musical perfor-

mances to the graveyard’s 
subterranean tombs. The 
series is named after the 
portion of whiskey that 
evaporates while aging in a 
barrel, and each show will 
start with a twilight whis-
key tasting.

“The Rose Elf” at Green-
Wood Cemetery (500 25th St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Green-
wood Heights, (718) 768–
7300, www.green-wood.
com). June 6, 8, and 10 at 
7:30 pm. $80.

HIGH NOTES DOWN DEEP: Soprano Samantha Hankey will play a 
leading role in the underground production.  Kevin Condon

OPERA

VIOLATIONS
Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 1 
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7902 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge | (718) 439-6993
www.giacomopizza.com

Antipasto (choice of 3)

Mista Salad  Caprese  Eggplant Napoli  Eggplant  Rollatini 
Mussels Marinara  Fried Calamari  Baked Clams  Calamari  Volcano

Pasta (choice of 2)

Penne Pomodoro  Penne Vodka  Ziti w/ Broccoli
Pasta alla Nonna  Orecchiette Puglise  Gnocchi

Entrée (choice of 3)
All  Entrees Served with Potato croquettes & String Beans

Chicken Francese  Chicken Parmigiana  Eggplant Parmigiana
Veal Parmigiana  Chicken Picata  Flounder (Broiled or Oreganata)

Veal Sorrentina  Veal Marsala  Shrimp Parmigiana
Steak ($10.00 extra Per Person)

Beverages
Wine (House Red or White)  Soda (Fountain Pitchers)  Coffee - American, Tea or Espresso

Dessert (choice of 3)

Italian Cheesecake  NY Cheesecake  Chocolate Blackout Cake 
Ice Cream Cake Roll  Cannoli  Chocolate or Vanilla Ice Cream

No Substitutions

$5000
Per Person  Plus Tax & Gratuity 

Our New Family  Style  Menu
For Parties 5-20 People

Member FDIC

1.80%
PLATINUM SAVINGS

On Balances Below $100,000

2.25%
11 MONTH CD OR IRA

(718) 448-1000

OPEN ONLINE @ ENORTHFIELD.COM 

OR VISIT ANY BRANCH LOCATION!

The Memory Clinic
at Brighton Beach

  You can find more information about our work at:
  www.alzheimers-treatment-today.com
  3101 Ocean Pkwy, Suite 1A, Brooklyn, NY 11235

 718-946-2481

We diagnose and treat individuals af-
fected by memory loss from Alzheimer’s 
disease and other illnesses. We also 
provide care and support for those with 
anxiety, fear, depression, insomnia, and 
many other emotional problems—as well 
as for their stressed-out caregivers. We 
view memory loss as a whole-body dis-
ease and treat it as such, partnering with 
our patients and their caregivers to help 
stave off its effects. 

Our staff members are in the forefront 
of memory care and have been practic-
ing our innovative, integrative treatment 
program for more than 20 years.  This 
program is the only one of its kind, and 
combines the use of medications and vi-
tamins with unique cognitive and physi-
cal exercises. The program targets three 
core areas, the so-called “Three M’s”— 
Memory, Mood, and Movement—which, 
when combined, act as a powerful force 
in treating memory loss.

The founder and director of the 
Memory Clinic, Dr. Valentin Bragin M.D., 
Ph.D., received his medical degree from 
the prestigious Russian Medical Military 
Academy in Saint Petersburg, Russia, 
and began working with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease in 1990. Initially studying Alzheim-
er’s disease in a laboratory setting, he 
has applied his experience to develop 
the techniques employed at the Memory 
Clinic today, and has dedicated his life to 
preventing memory decline and to reha-
bilitating patients. 

“The process of activating the brain 
and our body function … is simplistically 
pure, easily trainable, and enjoyable.” Dr. 
Kendall Brune, Ph.D.

Call The Memory Clinic at 718-946-2481 
to schedule an appointment today!

A D V E R T O R I A L

Dr. Valentin Bragin, M.D., Ph.D.
Medical Director
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Community
means
everything.

Jill Sullivan, Agent
3858 Nostrand Avenue, Suite #201
Brooklyn, NY 112355
Bus: 718-743-6988
jill.p.sullivan.glp0@statefarm.com
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday 9am-1pm

That’s why I’m proud to be here to help life go right –
and to support BAYFEST 2017.
If there’s anything you need, call me.

That’s why I’m proud to be here to help life go right  —
If there’s anything you need, call me.

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWB PARKS TASK FORCE & 

62nd PRECIENT COMMUNITY COUNCIL   

presents  

86TH ST. BENSONHURST 
FESTIVAL 

SUNDAY JUNE 8TH, 2014   11AM – 5PM 
19th Avenue to Bay Parkway on 86th St.   

FOOD, GAMES, RIDES, MUSIC  

“A SHOPPER’S PARADISE” 
PLUS  

STREET VENDORS - WHOLESALERS  
STORE SALES!!  

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
This little district has come 
a long way!

A state pol spearhead-
ing the push to create a Lit-
tle Haiti in Kings County 
brought the cultural dis-
trict closer to fruition on 
May 18 at a rally within her 
proposed enclave that cel-
ebrated Haitian Flag Day 
and the unveiling of a street 
co-named for a Haitian rev-
olutionary.

Installing the sign des-
ignating Nostrand Avenue 
between Newkirk and Flat-
bush avenues as Toussaint 
L’Ouverture Boulevard sig-
naled an important step 
forward for the proposed 
district — especially after 
another placard honoring 
L’Ouverture disappeared 
from Nostrand Avenue af-
ter  offi cials approved it in 
2004 , according to Assem-
blywoman Rodneyse Bi-

chotte (D–Flatbush).
“We did it once before 

and then they took the sign 
down, so for years Toussaint 
L’Ouverture Boulevard was 
not honored,” said Bichotte, 
who wants to include parts 
of Flatbush, Midwood, Dit-
mas Park, and East Flat-
bush in her ethnic enclave. 
“Today is a historic day for 
Brooklyn.”

The pol’s proposed “Little 
Haiti Cultural and Business 
District” would be generally 
bounded by E. 16th Street, 
Parkside Avenue, Brook-
lyn Avenue, and Avenue H, 
and also include Church 
Avenue between Brooklyn 
and Albany avenues. Its cre-
ation would follow that of 
the neighboring Little Ca-
ribbean, which offi cials  for-
mally designated  last year 
despite Bichotte’s demands 
to postpone the process un-
til a Little Haiti could be 
formed simultaneously.

And as locals native to 
the Caribbean island con-
tinue their fi ght to over-
come recent political  in-
sults  and  obstacles , their 
resilient spirit should be 
supported by establishing 
a district that honors their 
legacy in the borough, ac-
cording to the councilman 
pushing the designation 
through the city’s legisla-
tive body.

“Not long ago, the presi-
dent of the United States 
singled out Haiti and called 
it a s-------,” said Councilman 
Jumaane Williams (D–East 
Flatbush). “So when a com-
munity steps up and says 
we’re going to push back 
on negative perceptions, we 
have to celebrate that.”

Council will vote to for-
mally designate Little Haiti 
at an upcoming legislative 
session, according to Bi-
chotte, whose proposal re-
ceived the support of other 

city electeds including Hai-
tian-born Councilman Ma-
thieu Eugene (D–Flatbush), 
Borough President Ad-
ams, and Mayor DeBlasio 
since she announced it last 
year. The title would estab-
lish the cultural district in 
name only, allowing local 

Haitians to lure more tour-
ism dollars and investment 
by celebrating their heri-
tage, she said.

And if all goes accord-
ing to plan, L’Ouverture 
won’t be the only forefather 
whose name graces a street 
in the district — Bichotte is 

also pushing to co-name the 
intersection of Rogers Ave-
nue and Empire Boulevard 
for Haitian revolutionary 
Jean-Jacques Dessalines, 
and expects offi cials to of-
fi cially endorse the tribute 
sometime this summer, a 
rep said.

Little Haiti heats up

A NEW DISTRICT: Members of the Little Haiti Planning Committee, including Assemblywoman Rod-
neyse Bichotte, center right in red blouse, gathered on May 18 to push for the creation of the pol’s 
proposed cultural enclave. Community News Group / Alexandra Simon

Proposed Brooklyn district moves closer 
to becoming a reality at politician’s rally
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 

to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these opera-
tions are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 
discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into the 

disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 
have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this 
new FDA approved solution to back pain 
or to set up an appointment for a free con-
sultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-
6200 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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The Riviera Brooklyn
2780 Stillwell Ave, Brooklyn, NY

718-372-3031  rivieracaterers.com

One Wedding at a Time

www.ericshoes.com

718-680-2625

ERIC COMFORT SHOESGRAND
OPENING

political organizations, 
including Bay Ridge for 
Social Justice and a stint 
volunteering for  Khader 
El-Yateem’s Council cam-
paign . 

He plans to continue 
his political education by 
studying political science 
at Hunter College on the 
distant isle of Manhat-
tan beginning this fall, 
but will live off-campus in 
Dyker Heights, allowing 
him to attend board meet-
ings and continue to be a 
fi xture among local activ-
ists. 

“I’d like to continue to 
be involved in the commu-
nity as much as I can, and 
make change and give a 
voice to young people and 
other oppressed communi-
ties,” he said. 

Pellitteri is particularly 
passionate about getting 
involved with the Police 
and Public Safety and Zon-
ing committees to tackle 
concerns about policing 
conduct, illegal home con-
versions, and race rela-
tions in the community. 

“Bay Ridge is very di-
verse, but a lot of immi-
grants in our community 
have had experiences 
where they may not want 
to trust the government 
or police, and we have to 
kind of re-build that rela-
tionship,” he said. “I think 
that housing and racism 
and discrimination defi -
nitely coincide, especially 
with illegal home conver-
sions. When it comes to 
that issue we should look 
at people who are living in 
illegally-converted homes 
more as victims of a larger 
problem, which is the lack 
of affordable housing, and 
that we should advocate 
for tenants rights as well.” 

The district manager 
said Pellitteri was the 
board’s third member in 
history who was 18-years-
old or under, but that she 
wished more young people 
would get involved with 
the community board be-
cause of the opportunities 
it affords to learn about 
and get involved with local 
government. 

“I think it’s wonder-
ful for young people to get 
involved [with the com-
munity board],” said Jo-

sephine Beckmann. “I 
greatly enjoy having young 
people and their perspec-
tives and their insight, and 
learning about local gov-
ernment and their com-
munity and wanting to vol-
unteer.” 

A 17-year-old senior 
at Fort Hamilton High 
School, Jana Taoube, will 
also be joining the board, 
Beckmann said. Taoube 
could not be reached for 
comment.

To apply for the unpaid, 
two-year, appointed posi-
tion, Pellitteri had to  fi ll out 
an online application  with 
the Borough President’s 
offi ce  — which appoints 
members — and then at-
tended a swearing-in and 
orientation event at Bor-
ough Hall on May 22. 

Pellitteri said he hopes 
more teens will follow his 
lead to put themselves in 
the room where decisions 
are made, rather than 
leaving that responsibility 
with adults — who don’t al-
ways make the best deci-
sions for the youth. 

“Young people shouldn’t 
always blindly trust adults 
to make the best decisions 
for them,” he said, “be-

The house on E. 89th 
Street in Canarsie is a 
two-story, light gray, clas-
sic American home with 
a large yard.  The house is 
currently listed at $899,000 , 
and includes four bed-
rooms and three bath-
rooms. It has served as the 
offi cial Guardian Angels 
headquarters since 1979. 
The sale is part of a mort-
gage plan Sliwa’s parents 
started before their death. 
Sliwa goes back about once 
a week, although he cur-
rently lives in Manhattan. 
He said he still enjoys the 
relative tranquility of Ca-
narsie, however.

“In Canarsie, you get 
enough space to walk 
around and breathe. You 
don’t feel like you’re in an 
urban jungle of concrete 
and steel,” said Sliwa. “I’m 
a borough boy.” 

Sliwa’s fondest memory 
is of using the front yard 
as an unoffi cial junkyard 
where he collected paper 
and glass trash before haul-
ing it off to recyclers. 

Sliwa, who lived in 

the house in the 1960s 
and early 1970s, credits 
his crime-fi ghting begin-
nings to dealing with the 
mafi a in Canarsie as a kid. 
Crime still affects Canar-
sie, albeit in a different 
way, according to him. 

“Back then when I grew 
up, it was more organized 
crime,” he said. “Nowadays, 
it’s more street criminals.”

Canarsie has a heavy 
Caribbean immigrant pop-
ulation, which Sliwa com-
pares to the large Italian 
immigrant presence when 
he grew up. He hopes a fam-
ily of new immigrants will 
buy the home and fi nd suc-
cess in the country. 

“I want someone to fol-
low in the footsteps of my 
grandparents,” he said.

ON THE MARKET: The childhood home of Guardian Angels founder 
Curtis Sliwa is for sale. The famed crime fi ghter grew up in the 
Canarsie house in the 1960s and 1970s. Photo by Steve Solomonson

SLIWA TEEN
Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1 
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Guyana’s favorite food is in 
stock!

A famous South Ameri-
can eatery named after a 
resident of the Rhineland 
has come to Brooklyn. Ger-
man’s Soup, a beloved res-
taurant in Guyana, opened 
its second location in 
East Flatbush earlier this 
month, and members of the 
Guyanese Diaspora have 
fl ocked to the spot to par-
take in its signature cow 
heel soup, and to reminisce 
about the original take-out 
cafe in the Caribbean coun-
try’s capital, said the shop’s 
owner.

“It’s really a big deal 
back in Guyana, so a lot of 
folks living here, they got 
stories to tell about their 
experience with the res-
taurant, so it’s been a lot of 
Guyanese pride,” said Clin-
ton Urling. 

He is the son of the late 
Hubert “German” Urling, 
who began selling a cow 
heel soup to his neighbors 
in the 1960s and soon found 
that his special broth was 
the talk of the town.

“The word spread and 
people from outside the 
community came, and 

then people from the gov-
ernment and the private 
sector started coming, and 
he had to move to another 
location and business ex-
panded tremendously,” he 
added.

Urling’s father opened 
his fl agship store in George-
town, Guyana’s capital, 
in the 1970s, and his older 
brother now runs that loca-
tion. 

Despite the geographi-

cal differences, both stores 
have the same best-selling 
soup, said Urling. 

“The cow heel soup es-
pecially — it resonated 
with everybody,” he said. 
“58 years later it is still 
German’s Soup most popu-
lar soup.”

The menu also includes 
three other meat-based 
soups — beef, chicken, and 
oxtail — as well as a veg-
etarian option. It also of-

fers cuisine inspired by 
Guyana’s blend of African, 
Amerindian, Chinese, and 
Indian cultures, including 
curries, cook-up rice, Guy-
anese chow-mein, and pep-
per pot. 

Urling has made a few 
changes to his father’s rec-
ipes, based on the differ-
ent crops available in the 
United States. The Brook-
lyn location uses more 
corn than its counterpart 
in Guyana, he said, and 
its herbs and spices are 
fresher, he said. 

“The fi rst time I made 
the soup here, I said ‘Wow, 
this is good,’ ” he said. “So 
we’re using a lot of high 
quality ingredients here 
and taking advantage of 
that.”

The restaurant is named 
after Urling’s father’s nick-
name, “German” — a name 
he adopted after being in 
an accident with a German 
vehicle, according to fam-
ily lore. 

German’s Soup [793 
Utica Ave. between Linden 
Boulevard and Lenox Road 
in East Flatbush, (718) 513–
0376, www.germanssoup.
com]. Open daily, 10 am–9 
pm.

HOOF IN MOUTH

ONE BOWL COMING UP: Clinton Urling, the owner of German’s 
Soup in East Flatbush, holds a bowl of his late father’s famous 
soup. Photo by Jason Speakman

New East Flatbush diner prepares famous cow heel soup

BY BILL ROUNDY
This fi lm is a silver screen 
extravaganza.

One of the most distinc-
tive fi lms screening at the 
21st annual Brooklyn Film 
Festival next week will be 
the musical “Tommy Bat-
tles the Silver Sea Dragon,” 
which will have its East 
Coast premiere on June 2. 
The feature fi lm about a man 
on trial in his own mind 
uses bizarre and inventive 
imagery, adding rock con-
cert lighting to mundane 
events, fl oating a bed on the 
ocean, and putting the main 
character’s head literally in 
the clouds. Filmmaker Luke 
Shirock, who splits his time 
between Bushwick and Mon-
treal, said that leaving strict 
realism behind gave him a 
lot of options.

“We did a lot of work to 
create a whole world,” said 
Shirock. “It’s a musical, and 
that opens the door to a lot of 
surrealistic imagery.”

All those elements work 
together to reinforce the 
emotions behind the story, 
said Shirock. 

“We did as much as we 
could to take the themes of 
the fi lms and make them vi-
sual,” he said. 

This is Shirock’s fi rst 
full-length fi lm, and he com-
posed, produced, directed, 
and stars in it. But taking on 
all those duties was not his 
original plan, he said. 

“I got into this with some 
friends who were more prop-
erly fi lmmakers, and it was 
more of a collaboration. 
There were some personal 
things, and they left the pro-

duction. So I had to pick up a 
lot of the slack,” he said. “It 
was a steep learning curve 
in a lot of ways.”

The movie was mostly 
fi lmed in Detroit, due to 
fi lm-friendly tax breaks 
there, but many interstitial 
scenes were fi lmed on the 
streets of Brooklyn, along 
with a scene set in the Bed-
ford Street L-train station. 
Shirock said that bringing 
the fi lm to the borough of 
Kings, where he fi rst came 
up with the idea, gives him 
a sense of completion.

“It really feels like a 
homecoming and an affi r-
mation,” he said. “Like I’m 
checking it off. Not only did 
I start the process here, but 
now I get to show it to the 
people who made it.”

“Tommy Battles the 

Silver Sea Dragon” at the 
Wythe Hotel (80 Wythe Ave. 
at N. 11th Street in Wil-
liamsburg, www.brooklyn-
fi lmfestival.org). June 2 at 
7 pm. $15. And at Windmill 
Studios (300 Kingsland Ave. 
between Norman and Nas-
sau avenues in Greenpoint). 
June 10 at 4 pm. $15.

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Call it “A View From the 
Barge.”

A tragic play about a 
Red Hook dock worker 
will get a new production 
next week, performed 
on boat just a few blocks 
from its setting. Arthur 
Miller’s 1955 classic “ A 
View from the Bridge ” 
will start a nine-perfor-
mance run at the Wa-
terfront Barge Museum 
fl oating just off Red Hook 
on May 31. Miller wrote 
the play six decades ago, 
but its discussion of im-
migration and xenopho-
bia have clear parallels 
for modern audiences, 
said the show’s director.

“It is political in that 
you’re looking at how a 
society reacts to strang-
ers, to the economic de-
mands of people coming 
in illegally and getting 
jobs,” said Alex Dmit-
riev, from the Brave New 
World Repertory The-
atre. “All this is inherent 
in the words and the texts 
and the behavior of the 
characters — you’re see-
ing the shape of the soci-
ety that these people live 
in by their behavior.”

The play focuses on 
married longshoreman 
Eddie Carbone, who grap-
ples with his attraction 
to his 17-year-old niece 
Catherine. When his 
cousin, an illegal Italian 
immigrant named Rod-
olpho, also falls in love 
with her, Eddie lashes 
out, reporting Rodolpho 
and his brother to immi-
gration agents, and seal-
ing his own tragic fate.

Dmitriev said that 
Miller writes Eddie’s 
character in a way that 

helps audience members 
see the societal context 
that leads him to fear and 
ostracize immigrants, 
just like many Trump 
voters do today.

“You’ve got millions 
of decent people around 
this country who are 
hardworking and love 
their family and have 
their religion, but they 
voted for Trump. They 
react as they were raised 
and they feel threatened,” 
he said. “It’s the same 
thing with Eddie: he’s a 
hardworking guy, he sac-
rifi ced to raise his niece, 
he has dreams for her. He 
makes choices with the 
information he has been 
given — whether it’s in-
terpreted correctly or in-
correctly — which leads 
him to his destiny.”

The unique stage of 
the Waterfront Barge 
Museum helps to rein-
force the themes of the 
play, said Dmitriev, forc-
ing audience members to 
confront the uncomfort-
able talk about immigra-
tion happening just a few 
feet away.

“It just seemed like a 
wonderfully appropriate 
place for the story,” he 
said. “This is a very tight 
space; it’s much more in-
timate. There’s nowhere 
to hide — for the actor or 
the audience.”

“A View from the 
Bridge” at the Waterfront 
Barge Museum (290 Con-
over St. between Reed 
Street and the water in Red 
Hook, www.waterfrontmu-
seum.org). May 31 and June 
1 at 8 pm; then Saturdays at 
8 pm and Sundays at 2 pm 
through June 24. $25 ($18 
seniors and students).

Surreal screening at fest

DINNER THEATER: A new production of Arthur Miller’s “A View 
from the Bridge” will take place in the fl oating, intimate con-
fi nes of the Waterfront Barge Museum starting on May 31.  
 Doug Barron

THE AIR UP THERE: In the mu-
sical fi lm “Tommy Battles the 
Silver Sea Dragon,” screening 
at the Brooklyn Film Festival 
on June 2, the main characters 
emotional distance manifests 
as physical distance.  

Water under the ‘Bridge’
Tragic play performed aboard a barge
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Rethink 
Early Screening

B3, B44, 
B36

3500 Nostrand Avenue
(between Avenues U & V)

www.HQBK.com

QTrain:

Monday – Friday 9 am – 7 pm, Saturday 9 am – 2 pm

�������
	�
����
��
��
�

�������
��������
��
�

���
�����
����������

�������
���������
����������

��
���
��
�
�����

���������
������

��
���

��
 �������

���������
��
 �������

!��������
��
 �������

Early detection allows doctors to more effectively 
identify symptoms and disease complications in support
of preventative treatment plans and managing risks for: 

  Erectile dysfunction 

  Is your practice capable of screening for  
  these hidden causes of disease?Testing for 8 Essential Risk Factors
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Bay Ridge

Avenue Festival5th

69-85 Streets
June 3, 2018; 10am-6pm

diverse food & outdoor dining
kids activities & games

pet kissing booth & rest stop
5 live stage shows

belly dancer
prizes & giveaways

Inquire within now!  917.444.3043
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York 

EliteWeightLossNY.comB Q B82B7

The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss from Every Angle

5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability

TIRED OF TV 
GIMMICKS & FAKE FOOD!
ELITE HEALTH CENTER IS THE PROVEN NEW AGE APPROACH!

CALL NOW

BY COLIN MIXSON
City transit leaders will 
unveil their plan to make 
Ninth Street safer in June, 
 two months later than 
promised  after  a driver hit 
fi ve people  — killing two 
kids and  a pregnant moth-
er’s unborn baby  — cross-
ing the road at Fifth Ave-
nue in March, according to 
a Department of Transpor-
tation spokeswoman.

But before the city drops 
its safety scheme at a meet-
ing of Park Slope’s Commu-
nity Board 6 on June 21, the 
panel’s transit gurus said 
they will meet with locals 
and offi cials at Park Slope’s 
MS 51 on May 30 to solicit 
ideas for improving Ninth 
Street — an open roadway 
where drivers frequently 
speed, especially near the in-
tersection at Fifth Avenue.

“The idea is to give 
people the opportunity to 

identify places they con-
sider dangerous,” said 
Eric McClure, chairman 
of the board’s Transporta-
tion Committee.

Transportation De-
partment reps will begin 
the May session by brief-
ing attendees on the agen-
cy’s various street-safety 
“tools” — such as park-
ing-protected bike lanes 
and sidewalk extensions 
called bump-outs at inter-
sections — before locals 
gather around neighbor-
hood maps to pinpoint the 
exact locations on Ninth 
and other Slope streets 
where certain fi xes should 
be made, McClure said.  

“Most of the work-
shop will be devoted to 
people sitting around ta-
bles identifying danger-
ous locations around the 
neighborho od,” he said.

And any tips submit-

ted that don’t wind up in 
the Ninth Street redesign 
Transportation Depart-
ment leaders will present 
weeks later may still in-
form future street-safety 
initiatives the agency un-
dertakes in the Slope, ac-
cording to McClure.

“I don’t think what 
comes out of the workshop 
is guaranteed to lead to any 
changes on Ninth Street, 
which they’ve been work-
ing on since shortly after 
the March crash,” said Mc-
Clure. “But I think they’ll 
give a lot of consideration 
to what people identify as 
dangerous areas, not only 
on that street, but around 
the neighborhood.”

Transportation Depart-
ment chief Polly Trotten-
berg promised to implement 
pedestrian-safety improve-
ments on Ninth Street “as 
soon as the weather per-

mits” three days after mo-
torist Dorothy Bruns ran 
a red light at Fifth Avenue 
and plowed into fi ve people 
crossing the street there on 
March 5.

Youngsters 1-year-old 
Joshua Lew and 4-year-old 
Abigail Blumenstein died 
immediately following the 
crash, and Blumenstein’s 
then seven-months-preg-
nant mother, award-win-
ning stage actress Ruthie 
Ann Miles, lost her unborn 
child on May 11 due to in-
juries the full-term baby 
sustained in the collision, 
after which  a grand jury 
indicted Bruns on reck-
less-manslaughter charges  
that could land her behind 
bars for up to 15 years.

But the March crash is 
just one of several fatal in-
cidents on Ninth Street, 
where fi ve people — includ-
ing Miles’s unborn child 

— died since 2009, and 33 
more sustained injuries 
since 2010, according to a 
safe-streets advocate who’s 
pushed for fi xes on the thor-
oughfare for years.

“When you look at the 
overall pattern, it suggests 
something more needs to 
be done,” Doug Gordon, 
the author of pro-cycling 

blog Brooklyn Spoke, said 
of Ninth Street at a rally 
following the March crash 
there.

Share your safety tips 
for Ninth Street and other 
Park Slope roads at MS 
51 (350 Fifth Ave. between 
Fourth and Fifth streets in 
Park Slope) on May 30 at 
6:30 pm.

Redesign of Slope’s Ninth St. 
coming in June, offi cials say

DANGEROUS: Transit leaders promised to reveal their plan to im-
prove Ninth Street in June, more than three months after Dorothy 
Bruns drove into fi ve people crossing the road at Fifth Avenue, im-
mediately killing two kids and later the unborn baby of a pregnant 
mother injured in the crash.
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17Our best memories begin
with a single day at the beach...

Experience the whole summer

Summer 2018

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This civic panel is resorting 
to covert operations.

Community Board 2 is 
rudderless after the weeks-
long, open-ended absences 
of its chairwoman and dis-
trict manager, and lesser 
board leaders set a closed-
door “emergency meeting” 
for May 30 that attendees 
are completely in the dark 
about.

“It didn’t specify what 
the meeting was about, 
but said we’d be told when 
we got there,” said a board 
member who on May 18 re-
ceived notice of the meet-
ing, and spoke about it on 
the condition of anonymity.

The civic gurus’ origi-
nal invitation went only to 
board members and pro-
hibited the public from at-
tending — a condition that 
would violate New York 
State laws that require 
holding an open meeting 
before calling a private ses-
sion, according to a bigwig 
at the state-run Committee 
on Open Government.

But after this newspaper 
approached the board about 
its potentially illicit gather-
ing on Monday, its leaders 
sent out a second invitation 
hours later, announcing a 
public meeting will precede 

their clandestine emer-
gency gathering.

Board leaders set the 
meeting more than one 
month after CB2’s district 
manager Robert Perris — 
who has held the staff posi-
tion for roughly 15 years and 
rakes in $107,309 annually 
from his taxpayer-funded 
salary — did not show up 
at an April 11 general meet-
ing where he was scheduled 
to deliver a monthly report, 
beginning an extended ab-
sence that continued until 
press time.

Other board staffers re-
peatedly claimed Perris is 
simply “on vacation,” but 
could not answer multiple 
inquiries about his return 
date, and declined to com-
ment further on his where-
abouts.

And with board chair-

woman Shirley McRae — 
who  panel bylaws state  must 
“supervise all members of 
the staff in the absence of 
the district manager” — 
out on sick leave from her 
volunteer post since before 
Perris stopped showing up, 
no one has steered the ship 
for the past six weeks.

The last time the panel 
overseeing Boerum Hill, 
Brooklyn Heights, Down-
town, Fort Greene, Clinton 
Hill and other areas staged 
a similar “emergency meet-
ing” was in 2003, when it 
 controversially booted out 
Perris’s predecessor Olan-
ike Alabi  — who now holds 
the unpaid position of dis-
trict leader — according to 
a long-time board member.

“The only one I specifi -
cally remember was back 
then,” said the civic guru, 
who described Perris’s 
lengthy absence as “un-
usual.”

News of the urgent gath-
ering came weeks after  the 
district attorney indicted 
the district manager of 
Community Board 6  for al-
legedly forging signatures 
on his and other staffers’ 
raises, a scam that could 
land the embattled em-
ployee behind bars for up to 
seven years, if convicted.

Missing persons at CB2
‘Emergency’ session comes amid leaders’ absences

NOT REPORTING FOR DUTY:
District Manager Robert Perris. 
 File photo by Vince DiMiceli

Better than ‘Sex’
New York State gubernatorial candidate Cynthia Nixon took her campaign to Williamsburg’s 
Lorimer Street station on May 17, where she got nice and cozy with local straphangers while 
promoting her pledge to fi x the beleaguered subway system if elected. Photo by Paul Martinka
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

GREAT 
PROGRAMS 

STILL 
AVAILABLE

Building Friendships 
that Last a Lifetime!
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER


