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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
This show has a most rare 
vision!

A modern take on a 
Shakespeare comedy will 
fl utter into Carroll Park 
next week. The Smith Street 
Stage version “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream,” start-
ing on June 20, looks at the 

mythical story of fairies and 
star-crossed lovers through 
the eyes of everyday New 
Yorkers, said its director. 

“We set it in contempo-
rary times and in New York 
City, and a big exploration 
in this production is look-
ing at ways to retell events 
of a play written over 400 

years ago,” said Jonathan 
Hopkins.

Setting the play in 2018 
gives a twist to some of the 
play’s events, said Hopkins. 

“We did not change any 
plot points — it’s a modern 
take, but it is Shakespeare’s 
text and everything the au-

BY COLIN MIXSON
Red means stop, green means 
what?

A six-signal traffi c light out-
side Prospect Park that shines 
separate “go” lights for bicycles 
and cars is too confusing for driv-
ers, who routinely run their red 
light and put cyclists in harm’s 
way, according to a Park Sloper 
who lives nearby. 

“When the light turns green 
for bikes to go, the cars see green 
and they start,” said Jane Brody, 
who lives near the signal at the 
intersection of Third Street and 
Prospect Park West. “That can 
make it hazardous for both bikes 
and pedestrians.”

The traffi c signal features 
green, yellow, and red lights 
for cyclists in the form of a sil-
houetted bike — infrastructure 
known as a “bicycle-signal head” 
— hanging next to three lights in 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
The city has backed off its 
earlier vow to move three 
Sheepshead Bay party boats 
to Mill Basin in early May, 
with no sign of the booze-

cruisers yet and no word on 
when they might arrive.

One civic honcho said no 
news is good news about the 
boats coming to the water-

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 6Continued on page 14

Exhibit on 
mind-bending 
artist’s work

By Saul Marquez

This exhibit is in-depth!
The eye-twisting visual 

illusions and painstaking illus-
trations of Dutch artist M.C. Escher 
come to life in new art exhibit, 
which opened this week in Industry 
City. The curator of “Escher: The 
Exhibition and Experience” said the 
attraction would both amaze those 
who visit, and give them a better 
understanding of the artist’s life .

“You need to get to know an art-
ist,” said Mark Veldhuysen. “I hope 
people leave thinking, ‘Wow!’ ”

The exhibit features more than 
200 pieces of the artist’s work, 
including his iconic lithographs and 
woodcuts of impossible stairways 
and evolving patterns. The layout 
guides visitors through the  artist’s 
life, beginning with Escher’s early 
works and influences, with a spe-
cial focus on his realistic images 
of Italy, and then transitions to the 
quirky and mind-bending tessella-

Continued on page 6
DECEPTIVE PERSPECTIVE: Two similar-sized visitors step into an interactive optical illusion that explains the artistic 
principles behind Escher’s work. Adam Reich

TODAY DREAM: Beth Anne 
Hopkins and Brian Lee 
Huynh in “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.”

HOUSE OF ESCHERLight is 
not too 
bright

‘Midsummer’ plays parkParty boats still 
docked in S’Bay 
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Six signals stump 
drivers near park
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A Strong and Natural Bite

Introducing the best smile you’ve ever had! Say 
HELLO to the comfort and durability 

of real teeth. No one will know your secret.
                                        Joseph Lichter, DDS

State of the Art Dental Technology
                  1420 Avenue P, 2nd fl ., BK, NY 112229                  Joseph Lichter, D.D.S., P.C.

BEFORE AFTER

“Bright Transforming Treatment” $775
Per Veneer

EXP. 6/30/2018

Senior Veneer Special

ABUTMENT & CROWN ADDITIONAL $1,250

Senior
Implant

Special
$1,250

Call 718-339-7878 to schedule a smile consultation.
Joseph Lichter, D.D.S. believes everyone should have a plan to get the smile of

their dreams from doctors they trust. You’re in Good Hands with Good People,

718-339-7878

1420 Avenue P, 2nd Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11229

  Laser Dentistry
  Pain-free Treatment
  Cutting Edge Tech!

  Needle-free Drilling
  Intraoral Photography
  TMJ & Endodontic Therapy

SUMMER SPECIAL
ZOOM Whitening

$395

VELscope
The Latest Oral Cancer
Screening - only $40!

A Strong and Natural Bite

Introducing the best smile you’ve ever had! Say 
HELLO to the comfort and durability 

of real teeth. No one will know your secret.
                                        Joseph Lichter, DDS

For more information or to schedule a visit, go to
www.josephlichterdds.com

Joseph Lichter, DDS  

BY COLIN MIXSON
These youngsters learned to walk out.

Kids at a Crown Heights charter school 
capped off weeks of studying gun violence 
in the United States with a protest march on 
June 8 — but the adolescent activists didn’t 
walk alone, according to one student.

“It was effective because we actually 
got people from the community to come 
and walk with us,” said Starasia Bethune, 
a seventh-grader at Launch Expeditionary 
Learning Charter School on Dean Street 
between Troy and Schenectady avenues.

Dozens of locals and faculty fl anked 
some 175 seventh and eighth graders on the 
roughly one-mile march from their learn-
ing house to Restoration Plaza on Fulton 
Street between New York and Brooklyn av-
enues in nearby Bedford-Stuyvesant.

Many youngsters waved signs and wore 
bright orange shirts —  similar to those 
donned by demonstrators who marched 
across the Brooklyn Bridge for common-
sense gun-law reform earlier this month  — 
during the protest, which educators okayed 
ahead of time so that  nobody would be 
marked absent like some kids who walked 
out of borough schools earlier this year  in a 
nationwide call for legislative change.

“We choose as a school to leave today, 
because we’re fed up with gun violence,” 
said Launch social-studies teacher Lind-
say Herz. “Teachers, students, and admin-
istration together decided this issue is im-

portant enough.”
The charter school’s sixth-to-eighth 

grade classes supplement their traditional 
curriculum in subjects including litera-
ture, writing, social studies, and science 
with so-called “expeditionary learning,” 
hands-on studies of real-world problems 
designed to foster practical skills and a 
deeper understanding of certain issues. 

And this spring, for the second year in 
a row, Launch seventh graders’ expedition-
ary learning focused on the topic of gun 
violence, according to Herz, who said stu-
dents in her social studies class learned 
how a culture of “toxic masculinity” can 
lead to dangerous behavior, while in writ-
ing class they crafted science-fi ction tales 
exploring a future free of senseless fi rearm 
fatalities.  

“In almost every class students are 
looking at gun violence from different per-
spectives, and trying to fi nd solutions,” the 
teacher said.

The walkout culminated the students’ 
various lessons, and kids got to apply what 
they learned to help make it happen by 
posting fl iers about the event inside local 
businesses, creating the signs they carried 
at the march, and even drafting materials 
circulated to spread word about the demon-
stration, Bethune said.

“I wrote the press release,” the seventh-
grader said. “I looked at examples to learn 
how to write one. It was actually fun.”

FIRED UP: Neyfa Philogene and her classmates from a Crown Heights charter school took to the 
streets during an authorized walkout against gun violence on June 8. Photo by Jason Speakman

‘A’ in activism 
Students wrap lessons on gun violence 
with march through central Brooklyn 
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
A garbage-truck driver behind 
the wheel without the proper li-
cense.

An initial investigation that 
determined the driver failed to 
yield to a cyclist, running him 
over and killing him before fl ee-
ing the scene.

A crash-reconstruction ex-
pert who believed the driver, had 
he been paying attention, would 
have seen the cyclist from at least 
10 feet away.

Investigators taking the driv-
er’s and passenger’s word that 
they didn’t feel the impact of the 
collision , and issuing a small fi ne 
as punishment.

Newly obtained documents re-
lated to the death of 27-year-old 
cyclist Neftaly Ramirez — who 
Action Carting driver Jose Nunez 
fatally crashed into in Green-
point around 12:25 am on July 22, 
2017 — suggest many questions 
remain from that night, accord-
ing to the Ramirez family’s law-
yer, who is taking the driver and 
the  notoriously negligent  private 
carting company to civil court 
next month after District Attor-
ney Eric Gonzalez decided not 
to prosecute Nunez earlier this 
year.

“When you put the pieces of 
the puzzle together, you get a pic-
ture of what really went on,” said 
Michael Kremins. “If it weren’t 
for negligence of the driver, Nef-
taly would still be alive today.”

The night of the deadly colli-
sion, offi cers at the scene blamed 
the then-unknown driver for fail-
ing to yield to Ramirez when he 
made a right turn from Franklin 
Street onto Noble Street and ran 
his big-rig over him, according to 
the 272-page dossier this newspa-
per obtained from Gonzalez’s of-
fi ce via a Freedom of Information 
Law Request.

“Preliminary fault: operator. 
Cause: Failure to yield right of 
way,” cops wrote in their crash-
investigation report.

But weeks later, authorities 
broke from their initial fi ndings, 
claiming in August that Nunez 
— who had been arrested three 
times in the past and was only 
interviewed once by phone — ac-
tually had no idea he plowed into 
Ramirez while making the turn, 
making it impossible to convict 
him of a crime because he had no 
idea he committed it.

“If someone hits someone and 

it’s a big gigantic garbage truck 
and they don’t know they hit him, 
you can’t charge someone with a 
crime,” Lieutenant John Grimpel 
said  at the time .

It is not clear if drivers of large 
trucks can feel the force of a colli-
sion with a cyclist or even notice 
when a body is run over by the 
vehicle’s tires, as this newspa-
per could not fi nd an example of 
a study done on such occurrences 
by press time, but bicycling advo-
cates claim truckers have been 
playing the “I didn’t feel it” card 
for years.

“Unfortunately what I have 
found is that the drivers of large 
heavy trucks use that as an ex-
cuse to be held to a lower standard 
of conduct,” said Steve Vaccaro, a 
lawyer at the Manhattan-based 
fi rm Vaccaro and White, which 
represents accident victims in-
cluding cyclists. “No studies can 
point to what someone should or 
should not have heard, and there 
may be factors, such as whether 
the bike was also run over or 
dragged.”

Still, police took the driver’s 
and his helper’s word as gospel 
and, on Aug. 3, just 12 days after 
the crash, an investigator’s notes 
on the incident hinted that offi -
cials would let Nunez walk.

“I informed [the Ramirez fam-
ily] that the Kings County Dis-
trict Attorney’s offi ce is looking 

to not fi le any criminal charges 
against the driver involved in 
this collision,” Det. Clive Thomas 
wrote in his notes.

But the Ramirez family pushed 
Gonzalez to take another look at 
the hit-and-run case during an 
Aug. 17 meeting, so prosecutors 
continued their probe until  Jan-
uary , when the district attorney 
said there was not enough evi-
dence to convict Nunez —  even 
after investigators learned he 
was behind the wheel without the 
proper license  when he failed to 
yield to Ramirez, the latter itself 
 a misdemeanor .

Months after Gonzalez de-
clined to prosecute Nunez, how-
ever, his offi ce  charged another 
driver with reckless manslaugh-
ter after she hit and killed two 
children crossing a Park Slope 
street , arguing that the motorist 
knew she shouldn’t be behind the 
wheel because her doctors told 
her so.

Hard to miss
A crash-reconstruction ex-

pert who recreated the collision 
as part of Gonzalez’s investiga-
tion said Nunez and his helper — 
a colleague whom video footage 
shows was on the right side of the 
truck’s rear minutes before the 
crash at 12:21 am, and in its front-
passenger seat moments after at 
12:26 am — should have been able 

to clearly see Ramirez as he ped-
aled alongside the 80,000-pound 
vehicle, because it had mirrors 
on its right side, the part that 
smashed into the young man.

“The design of the subject 
sanitation truck as well as the 
mirrors would have provided an 
excellent view of any objects or 
persons in close proximity to the 
right side of the truck,” Stephen 
Coulon wrote in his reconstruc-
tion report. “Had the driver of 
the vehicle or his helper paid at-
tention to the way the truck was 
turning through a tight intersec-
tion, they could have easily seen 
the bicyclist … who would have 
been visible to the driver from 
distances as faraway as 10 feet 
from the right side of the truck.”

Following the fatal crash, 
Nunez only received a sum-
mons that typically results in a 
$150–$500 fi ne, and retired not 
long after hitting and killing 
Ramirez. And Nunez’s helper Da-
mon Wright — who has 13 prior 
arrests — backed him up, telling 
investigators that he didn’t see 
Ramirez either.

Gonzalez’s spokesman de-
clined to comment on the mens’ 
arrest records, saying they are 
sealed and not available to the 
public, and reiterated that nei-
ther could be held criminally ac-
countable for Ramirez’s death.

S’Bay man 
cuffed for 

professor’s 
murder

The Ramirez fi les
Truck driver should have seen cyclist he killed last July, DA’s documents show

HORROR IN FLATBUSH: A man 
faces life in prison for allegedly 
murdering a professor inside his 
Stratford Road home last month.
 File photo by Mark Mellone

BY ADAM LUCENTE
A Sheepshead Bay man faces 
life in prison for allegedly 
killing a professor inside his 
Flatbush home last month.

Mirzo Atadzhanov was 
indicted on murder and bur-
glary charges on June 8, and 
could spend life behind bars 
without parole if convicted, 
according to the district at-
torney’s offi ce. 

“This defendant allegedly 
burglarized a house and, 
when confronted by the ho-
meowner, brutally stabbed 
him to death,” said District 
Attorney Eric Gonzalez.

 On May 7, police found 
the body of 66-year-old New 
School psychology profes-
sor Jeremy Safran, stabbed 
fi ve times, in the basement 
of his home,  pronouncing 
him dead at the scene after 
receiving a 911 call from his 
wife, prosecutors said.

Police found the Atadzh-
anov hiding in a basement 
closet inside the house, and 
discovered the knife alleg-
edly used in the stabbing in 
his car trunk, according to 
the district attorney’s offi ce. 
Earlier in the day, Atadzha-
nov allegedly followed Sa-
fran’s daughter to the front 
door, spoke to her, then left, 
the offi ce said. 

Authorities didn’t an-
swer questions on how the 
knife used in the attack was 
found in the car, while At-
adzhanov was found in the 
house. 

MORE TO THE STORY?: A lawyer representing the family of deceased cyclist Neftaly Ramirez, who an Action Carting 
garbage-truck driver hit and killed last July, claims new documents received by this newspaper suggest there are still 
unanswered questions from that fatal night. FIle photo by Mark Mellone

Continued on page 9
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A Park Slope pol wants to 
pull cars belonging to thou-
sands of law-breaking mo-
torists from city streets and 
force the rogue riders to go 
back to drivers’ ed before 
their wheels are returned, 
according to legislation he 
announced last week.

Councilman Brad Land-
er’s bill — written in re-
sponse to  driver Dorothy 
Bruns’s road-side slaugh-
ter of two kids  and an  un-
born baby  on Ninth Street 
in March — would give lo-
cal offi cials the authority 
to impound or boot vehicles 
issued more than fi ve viola-
tions by speed and red-light 
cameras in one year, and re-
quire their owners to attend 
a so-called “reckless driver 
accountability program” to 
reclaim their rides.

Bruns — whose Volvo 
racked up fi ve camera vio-
lations in 2017 alone, ac-
cording to records — is 

far from the worst of the 
city’s drivers, according 
to Lander, who said more 
than 25,000 other motorists 
committed just as many, if 
not more, infractions that 
year, necessitating a crack-
down on bad behavior be-
hind the wheel.

“There are thousands of 
drivers on our streets whose 
track record is just as bad 
as hers, and in some cases 
worse … who put the lives of 
their neighbors at risk with 
impunity,” Lander said at 
a press conference outside 
City Hall alongside District 
Attorney Eric Gonzalez and 
a bevy of safe-street advo-
cates.

Impounding vehicles 
would help offi cials close a 
current loophole that lets 
the owners of cars that re-
ceive multiple camera vio-
lations drive off with mea-
ger $50 fi nes, according to 
Lander, because the state 
cannot revoke a license for 

infractions caught on fi lm 
since cameras only cap-
ture a car’s license-place 
number, not the person 
behind the wheel. 

 Mayor DeBlasio de-
manded Albany lawmakers  
introduce similar legisla-
tion weeks after the deadly 
Park Slope crash, although 
he suggested a more lenient 
punishment that would sus-
pend the vehicle registra-
tion of cars caught more 
than fi ve times by cameras 
within a two-year period.

And Hizzoner did not 
call for the drivers’ ed class, 
which Lander said would be 
modeled after a program pi-
loted at the Red Hook Com-
munity Justice Center — a 
so-called community court 
overseen by city and state 
offi cials that doles out reha-
bilitative sentences to minor-
crime offenders in the area. 

In 2016, the Justice Cen-
ter mandated 298 law-break-
ers participate in the driv-

er-accountability program, 
which emphasizes the “im-
pact on victims” and fosters 
“meaningful behavioral 
change,” according to a re-
port from the program’s cre-
ators at the  Center for Court 
Innovation, a national orga-
nization that advocates for 
criminal-justice reform.

Twelve of Lander’s 
Council colleagues pledged 
to support his bill, which 
he introduced on June 7, 
but Manhattan Council-
man Ydanis Rodriguez 
— chairman of the body’s 
Transportation Commit-
tee, which must sign off on 
the legislation before it can 
go to a full vote — has yet to 
lend his support, according 
to the Park Slope pol.

But even if the Coun-
cil passes the bill, it will be 
toothless if  state pols fail to 
pass their own legislation 
extending the city’s school-
zone speed-camera program , 
which provides funding for 

the technology and is set to 
expire on July 1.

Days before Lander’s 
announcement, DeBla-
sio hosted a May 30 press 
conference in Park Slope 
where he called on Albany 
to extend and expand the 
speed-camera program to 
streets around even more 
city learning houses, while 
also teasing plans for Ninth 

Street’s long-awaited rede-
sign, which he said will in-
clude a protected bike path, 
narrower traffi c lanes for 
vehicles, and new loading 
regulations to reduce dou-
ble parking.

Department of Trans-
portation bigwigs  will pres-
ent the agency’s full plan 
for Ninth Street later this 
month , according to a rep.

I challenge 
depression.

Pol: That’ll teach ‘em
Slope elected wants law-breaking drivers to relearn rules of road 

STREET SWEEPER: Park Slope Councilman Brad Lander, center, 
stood with District Attorney Eric Gonzalez, left, while announcing 
his new bill intended to punish the city’s most reckless drivers. 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson
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Member FDIC

1.80%
PLATINUM SAVINGS

On Balances Below $100,000

APY1

2.25%
11 MONTH CD OR IRA

APY2

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 6/01/18 and subject to change without 
notice.  A minimum balance of $0.01 is required to open account.  The account will be 
charged a minimum balance fee of $8.00 each statement cycle if the average daily balance 
for that cycle falls below $2,500.  Fees can reduce earnings. Account balances between 
$0.01 and $99,999.99 earn 1.80% APY on the entire balance.  Account balances $100,000 and 
over earn 0.90% APY on the entire balance.  Transaction limitations apply, see an account 
representative for details.  New money is required to open a Platinum Savings. New money 
is defined as funds not currently on deposit at Northfield Bank. Platinum Savings only 
available in Mercer, Hunterdon, and Kings counties.

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 06/01/18 and subject to change without 
notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open 11 Month CD.  Minimum balance of $250 to 
open 11 Month IRA.  All account balances above $0.01 will earn the stated APY.  There is a 
substantial penalty for early withdrawals. Fees could reduce earnings. Withdrawals from 
IRAs before age 59½ may be subject to a 10% federal additional tax and possible state tax.  
The 11 month CD and IRA require new money only. New money is defined as funds not 
currently on deposit at Northfield Bank.  The maximum account balance for the 11 Month CD 
is $225,000.  IRA not available to open online.

(718) 448-1000

OPEN ONLINE @ ENORTHFIELD.COM 

OR VISIT ANY BRANCH LOCATION!

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It’s a tough spot to make a 
delivery. 

The guards at Fort 
Hamilton Army Base rou-
tinely give a tough time to 
deliverymen — especially 
those who are non-white 
— alleged workers at lo-
cal eateries that frequently 
make deliveries to the base, 
 where the federal govern-
ment detained an undocu-
mented pizza deliveryman 
on June 1 . 

A waitress at Campania, 
a pizzeria at Fourth Avenue 
and 99th Street, said their 
Arab deliverymen hate go-
ing to the base for daily de-
liveries because they feel 
targeted by the guards.

“They always give 
the delivery guys a prob-
lem — it’s the same kids 
who deliver every day, but 
they still give them a hard 
time,” said Brittany Ryan. 
“Mostly they do it to the 
Arab kids, and most of 
them don’t like to go to the 
base because of that.” 

Ryan said the guards at 
the base search the deliv-
erymen and their cars ex-
haustively — even though 
the guards know the same 
few deliverymen who make 
the routine visits. 

“They stop them, they 
search their cars, they 
make them step out — even 
though they deliver every 
day,” she said. “It’s b------
-. They get a $1, $2 tip. It’s 
not even worth it half the 
time.”

But the eatery can’t re-
fuse to deliver to the base, 
Ryan said, because they 
rely on their large — and 
frequent — catering or-
ders. 

“We can’t [stop deliver-
ing] — they do a lot of cater-
ing,” she said. 

A worker at Molto 
Bene, a pizzeria at Fourth 
Avenue and 96th Street, 
said the guards’ stringent 
searches of their delivery-
men stretched back years, 
when the guards began 
cracking down on visitors 
following the 9-11 attacks in 

2001 — even though the res-
taurant also always sends 
the same deliveryman to 
the base, which the worker 
said should streamline the 
entry process. 

“They give us a hard 
time,” said Antonio Car-
rillo. “Since 9-11 it’s more 
strict, but most of the time 
it’s the same person.”

The spokeswoman from 
the base did not answer in-
quiries by press time about 
the protocol for receiv-
ing deliveries there, how 
that protocol has changed 
since 2001, and whether or 
not the guards receive any 
anti-bias training. 

Spokeswoman Cathy 
Santo Pietro previously 
said in a statement that 
the deliveryman — Pablo 
Villavicencio Calderon, 
from Nonna Delia’s pizze-
ria in Queens — lacked the 
proper identifi cation re-
quired for entry, and that 
he had to sign a waiver al-
lowing the background 
check required to receive 
a one-day pass, at which 
point base personnel dis-
covered an active warrant 
on fi le from the federal Im-
migration and Customs En-

forcement agency, to which 
they turned him over. 

 But Calderon later told 
the New York Post that he 
never signed the waiver al-
lowing for the background 
check. 

The owner of Mike’s 
Deli, on Fourth Avenue 
between 95th and 96th 
streets, said his longtime 
practice has been to have 
customers on the base 
meet his deliverymen at 
the entry gate, so they 
don’t have to deal with the 
guards and their exhaus-
tive search process.

“We tell them to meet 
us at the gate to avoid prob-
lems like this,” said George 
Loparnos. “We’ll still send 
people — as long as they 
meet us at the gate.” 

A worker at Espresso 
Pizzeria, on Fifth Avenue 
between 94th and 95th 
streets, said he would also 
only continue delivering 
pies to the base if his deliv-
erymen could hand them 
over off of the federal prop-
erty.  

“I’d send them to the 
gate — but that’s it,” said 
John, who declined to give 
his last name. 

HUNGER PAIN

BETTER TIP WELL: Local deliverymen hate fulfi lling orders for 
Fort Hamilton Army Base because the guards are often tough 
on them, according to workers at local eateries a week after the 
federal immigration agency detained a deliveryman whose family 
fears he’ll be deported.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Local eateries say problems for deliverymen 
at Fort Hamilton Army Base are nothing new
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dience will hear and see is 
what Shakespeare has writ-
ten — we just added in some 
trends,” he said. “I would 
say it’s quite true to the play 
that Shakespeare wrote.”

Some of the big changes 

in perspective are due to 
changing gender roles since 
the 16th century. A scene in 
which a father threatens 
to have his daughter put to 
death if she does not marry 
the man he has chosen 
seems barbaric to modern 
audiences, said Hopkins. 

“I don’t know how 
Shakespeare’s audience 

then received that, but it 
would be extraordinary in 
our times,” he said.

The characters will 
wear modern clothes to fi t 
their class, said Hopkins. 
The character of Bottom 
will be dressed as a subway 
worker. 

“The Duke and people of 
the upper crust are dressed 

more formally, and the mid-
dle and working class peo-
ple are dressed as people 
coming home from work,” 
he said.

The production will 
run in Carroll Park for two 
weeks, and then move in-
doors to the Actors Fund 
Art Center for another 
week. 

“When we’re outside the 
actors have to use their full 
voices,” said Hopkins, “and 
a lot of subtle nuances of 
acting become harder out-
side, because they have to 
use so much vocal power to 
transmit the story.”

“A Midsummer Night 
Dream” at Carroll Park 
(Carroll Street at Smith 

Street in Carroll Gardens, 
www.smithstreetstage.org). 
June 20–July 1; Wed–Sun 
at 7:30 pm. Free.

And at the Actors Fund 
Arts Center (160 Schermer-
horn St. between Hoyt and 
Smith Streets Downtown). 
July 11–13 at 7:30 pm; July 
14 at 2 pm and 7:30 pm; July 
15 at 2 pm. $10.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its 
advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes 
of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

tions and paradoxical images that later made 
him famous.

In addition to the dazzling art, the exhibit 
uses interactive displays to recreate some of 
the Escher’s illusions in three-dimensional 
spaces. Cleverly placed cameras and mirrors 
allow guests to interact with and enter some 
of the design elements the artist used in his 
work. In the “Relativity Room,” for instance, 
those standing in the corners look either 
impossibly puny or gigantic. Visitors can also 
enter a mirror-filled room, where they will see 
their reflections repeated in infinite loops.

Veldhuysen said the exhibit is designed 
to offer context to some of Escher’s iconic 
images, and to cultivate respect for the artist’s 
life and work.

“Everyone has seen his work in mathemati-
cal books in school,” he said. “But I think that 
if you see his early work combined with his 
later work, you’ll really appreciate the guy 
himself.”

“Escher: the Exhibition and Experience” at 
Industry City Building 6 [34 34th St., between 
Second and Third avenues in Sunset Park, 
www.EscherNYC.com]. On display until Feb. 
3, 2019. Open daily, 10 am–7 pm (open 
Thursdays until 9 pm). $20 ($15 students and 
seniors, $6 kids).

RIGHT THIS WAY: “Escher: The Exhibition and 
Experience” at Industry City takes visitors 
through the life and work of Dutch artist M.C. 
Escher. Adam Reich

Continued from page 1 

ESCHER

BY BILL ROUNDY
No more tokens!

The Brooklyn Brewery will 
open a new, improved taproom 
to the public this weekend, 
with more taps, added seating, 
and a private room for parties 
and tours. And when visitors 
settle at the new bar on June 
15, they will be able to pay with 
cash or credit, instead of fetch-
ing a wooden token for the 
bartender. The streamlined 
payment system and new ame-
nities aimed to make it a more 
friendly space for tourists and 
locals alike, said the brewery’s 
new head of hospitality.

“We created more of a bar 
environment,” said Dan Rafa-
lin, the driving force behind 
the new taproom. “It still feels 
like the brewery, but it’s more 
accepting of the way people 
want to spend their time with 
beer.”

The new taproom features 
a wide, U-shaped bar, where 
visitors can pull up a stool and 
settle in. Drinkers will fi nd 
20 different beers on tap — 
now served in actual glasses 
instead of plastic cups. Most 
varieties will cost $6 for a 12-
ounce pour, with a few rare 
or high-octane brews costing 
a little more. The selection in-
cludes brews that cannot be 
found outside the brewery, 
said Rafalin.

“We want to give people a 

reason to come back and see 
us,” he said.

Instead of an endless sea of 
picnic tables, the taproom now 
features several distinct seat-
ing options: at the bar, stadium 
seating along a curved wall, at 
a long rail beside the windows, 
a lounge area, common tables, 
and a room that can be re-
served for private parties. 

“We’ve created a few ‘vi-
gnettes’ within the space mak-
ing it a more dynamic and fun 
drinking experience for every-

one,” said Rafalin.
And acoustic panels behind 

the bar and fl oating above the 
space will soak up some of the 
noise that could make conver-
sations in the old room hard to 
hear.

The brewery did not go too 
far with the renovation — it 
still has picnic tables and an 
industrial feel, with wire mesh 
wrapping the bar and wooden 
pallets lining the walls, said a 
spokeswoman.

“It still feels like the tast-

ing room,” said Sam Itzko-
vitz. “Nobody really wanted 
to knock it all down and start 
fresh — we just wanted to up-
date it a little.” 

The renovations are not 
complete yet — still to come 
are murals to cover a white 
wall in the back, fl oor-to-ceil-
ing windows that will hang 
open during warm weather, 
and coat hooks to go under the 
bar, according to Rafalin, but 
the space is ready for visitors. 
It will now be open seven days 
a week, opening at 5 pm during 
the week and at noon on week-
ends.

That token system — a rem-
nant of the brewery laws that 
were in place when the tap-
room opened in 1996 — was 
a polarizing element that of-
ten caused backups as people 
waited in two lines, said Ra-
falin. But those who have in-
vested in a large number of 
token will still be able to ex-
change them for beer, he prom-
ised.

“Don’t worry, we’ll honor 
any tokens that come through 
the door,” he said.

Brooklyn Brewery taproom 
(79 N. 11th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, www.brooklyn-
brewery.com). Mon–Thu, 5–11 
pm; Fri, 5 pm–midnight; Sat, 
noon–midnight; Sun, noon–8 
pm. 

CHEERS: (Above) Brooklyn Brewery bartenders Milke Stevens and Tracy 
Parsley are ready to pour a pint at the renovated taproom, which reopened 
on June 15.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

A room with a brew
Brooklyn Brewery opens its brand-new taproom

Continued from page 1 
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4100 GLENWOOD ROAD 718-859-6500
WWW.GLENWOODMASON.COM

Store Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 6 AM - 5 PM 

Saturday: 6 AM - 4 PM

THE MULE!

Material Unit 
Lift Enhancer

No need to put 
stress on your 
back anymore

Only at

Come down to our showroom 
for a live demo!

t
r

t
r 
e Come down

for a live de

Holds
Weight 
up to 
135lbs

Glenwood Mason
Supply!

360° CONNECTED

360° CONNECTED

Three-Plane
Leveling 
and
Alignment-Line
Laser 
and 
Tripod (bt150)
With free extra 
battery

$472.99

9 gallon
AFC dust
extractor
with HEPA
Now
$699.99

14 gallon
AFC dust
extractor
with HEPA
$799.99

Authorized Dealer
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It could be a life-saving les-
son.

An organization that 
trains substance-abuse 
counselors will teach resi-
dents of Community Board 
10 how to use a medication 
that reverses opioid over-
doses at the board’s June 
18 general meeting in Bay 
Ridge. The rep from the  Re-
source Training and Coun-
seling Center  who will lead 
the training said that the 
Naloxone medication — 
also known as Narcan — 
can save lives.  

“With opioids, if you 
can just get them breathing 
again, you can completely 
reverse the overdose with 
no long-term effects, and 
they have a true second 
chance at life,” said direc-
tor of education and train-
ing Mike Buckley. 

The training will take 
place during the fi rst part 

of the June 18 meeting, 
starting at 7 pm at the Fort 
Hamilton Senior Center. 
Reps from the Resource 
Training and Counseling 
Center — which is also 
funding the training — 
will teach attendees how to 
administer the nasal spray, 
and also give each attendee 
a kit with the device that 
administers the spray, plus 
two liquid doses of the med-
ication. Buckley said they 
will also teach locals more 
about opioids and their 
deadly effects. 

“We go over what opi-
oids are, how they work, 
and what it is that causes 
an overdose and what 
you’re doing in reversing 
it,” he said. “Some people 
don’t even realize that cer-
tain drugs are opioids, so 
we want them to be able to 
identify that stuff too.” 

The medication starts 
reversing an overdose in 

about two to fi ve minutes 
by blocking receptors in 
the brain for heroin, pain-
killers, and other opioids 
for 30 to 90 minutes,  accord-
ing to the state Department 
of Health . It is not meant to 
be a substitute for medical 
attention, but instead pre-
vents overdoses from be-
ing fatal before emergency 
medical personnel arrive.  

Councilman Justin 
Brannan (D–Bay Ridge), 
who pitched the idea to the 
community board, said that 
the training is valuable be-
cause it is quick, easy, and 
gives people the tools to po-
tentially save lives. 

“It’s pretty quick for 
what it is. It teaches people 
what the drug does, how it 
works, what to look for, and 
I think the whole point is to 
empower everyday people 
with the skills needed to 
administer this,” Brannan 
said. 

The borough saw 251 
deaths from opioid over-
doses last year, and the 
68th Precinct — which cov-
ers Bay Ridge and Dyker 
Heights — was one of the 
borough’s six precincts that 
had high overdose rates, 
 according to District At-
torney Eric Gonzalez . But 
the 68th Precinct and oth-
ers included in the group 
— including Sunset Park’s 
72nd Precinct, Coney Is-
land’s 60th Precinct, and 
Bensonhurst’s 62nd Pre-
cinct — were also home to 
more than half of the bor-
ough’s more than 300 over-
doses that were reversed by 
Naloxone.

The district manager 
of CB10 — which covers 
Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights, 
and Fort Hamilton — said 
that offi cials decided the 
community board meeting 
would be the best place to 
offer the training since it 

would reach a large num-
ber of locals. 

“We decided that doing 
it at the beginning of the 
board meeting is a good 
way to continue to spread 
the word about how impor-
tant and lifesaving a tool it 

is,” said Josephine Beck-
mann. 

Community Board 10 
General Board Meeting at 
Fort Hamilton Senior Cen-
ter (9941 Ft. Hamilton Park-
way at 100th Street in Bay 
Ridge). June 18 at 7 pm. 

A lesson in saving lives
Ridge community board will train locals how to reverse opioid overdoses

BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY: Ridgites will learn how to administer 
an opioid overdose reversal medication, Narcan, at the next com-
munity board meeting on June 18 at 7 pm at the Fort Hamilton 
Senior Center after Councilman Justin Brannan pitched the idea. 
 Photo by Trey Pentecost
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The Riviera Brooklyn
2780 Stillwell Ave, Brooklyn, NY

718-372-3031  rivieracaterers.com

One Wedding at a Time

“What Should I Do To Get A Loan?”

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Hold off on calling pest con-
trol!

The opossums that Ma-
rine Parkers constantly 
complain on social media 
about are actually good for 
the environment — and hu-
mans, too — according to 
wildlife experts. The furry 
creatures gobble up Lyme 
disease-carrying ticks that 
would otherwise sicken 
people, not to mention food 
scraps, dead animals, and 
more, said one local animal 
advocate.

“They’re a walking a 
sanitation department,” 
said Wild Bird Fund direc-
tor Rita McMahon. 

 Marine Park social me-
dia has been abuzz with 
people reporting regular 
raccoon and opossum sight-
ings since April . Raccoons 
sometimes attack humans 
and are prone to rabies, 
but  neither is the case with 
opossums , according to 
McMahon, whose organiza-
tion mainly takes in birds, 
but also other animals, in-
cluding opossums.

“They look dangerous 
cause they bare teeth, but 
they’re honestly very doc-
ile,” she said. “They want to 
get away from people. They 

don’t want to confront.”
In addition to  fi ghting 

Lyme disease , opossums 
are benefi cial to semi-ur-
ban communities such as 
Marine Park because they 
devour other unwanted 
things on the ground.

“They also eat garden 
slugs and roaches, and pick 
up scraps of food,” said Mc-
Mahon.

Some people in and 
around Marine Park sup-
port the animals’ pres-
ence in the neighborhood, 
and agree that don’t pose a 
threat. One native Bergen 
Beacher who now lives in 
wilds of New Jersey said liv-
ing in the country inspired 

him to speak out about the 
marsupials roaming his 
old stomping grounds.

“I want to get people 
to stop hating other life 
forms,” said Anthony 
Lodespoto. “They’re harm-
less, if not scared. That’s 
it.”

One Marine Parker said 
 all the chatter on Facebook  
about opossums’ lack of ra-
bies and anti-Lyme disease 
bonafi des has made her 
change her tune on the ani-
mals.

“I don’t think they’re so 
gross anymore,” said Gina 
Cinalli. “But I think the 
babies are cuter than the 
mommies.”

Experts: Marine Park 
‘possums are awesome

NEIGHBORHOD CREATURES: There have been many opossum 
sightings in Marine Park lately. Wildlife experts say the furry ani-
mals are actually benefi cial to the community.  Gina Cinalli

Say the furry critters are nothing to fear

Extra!
Extra!

Read all about it!

Local News

Brooklyn Daily.com
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Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com 

MARKET:
7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

LOBSTER
DINNER SPECIAL

$24
 1 1/4

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Talk about having your pick!

The owners of a new salad stall inside 
a Williamsburg food hall are serving up 
dishes made with snipped-to-order greens 
from the eatery’s in-house, soil-free gar-
den.

“People say it’s the best salad they’ve 
ever had,” said Liz Vaknin, a co-owner of 
Harvest 2 Order inside North Third Street 
Market on N. Third Street between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue. “Everything is 
super fresh, and never more than 48 hours 
off the farm.”

Vaknin’s so-called farm is actually a 
set of shelves in her eatery beneath spe-
cially designed, fl uorescent pink and white 
lights, where daily deliveries of micro-
greens from an actual farm in Long Island 
are tended hydroponically — with tons of 
nutrients but no soil or natural light — un-
til they are cut to order for hungry custom-
ers, she said.

“They are growing in a soil substrate 
with water that keeps them alive until we 
snip them,” Vaknin said.

The microgreens — which consist of 
stems and the fi rst leaves of greens includ-
ing arugula, cress, and red-veined sorrel 
— boast more nutritional value and fl avor 
than their fully developed counterparts, ac-
cording to Vaknin, who said microgreens 
are growing in popularity because of their 
taste and ability to thrive on fewer natural 
resources. 

“They have peak nutrition that makes 
you feel good,” she said. “And they taste 
good, so people are really vibing with 
them.” 

Vaknin and co-founder Shelley Golan 
opened the women-run Harvest 2 Order 

last week, after overseeing their own mar-
keting and public-relations agency focused 
on sustainable foods,  Our Name is Farm , 
since 2014. 

Unlike other fast salad spots that focus 
on fancy toppings, however, Harvest 2 Or-
der makes its greens grown on site the cen-
terpiece of each bowl, ensuring their leafy 
goodness isn’t lost among add-ons, Vaknin 
said.

“We’re all about the proportion of greens 
to toppings,” she said.

Patrons can shell out $9 for a salad with 
microgreens and dressing, and as much as 
$14 for one with multiple toppings which 
include cheeses, vegetables, and proteins 
such as salmon. The extras are all just as 
fresh as the plants themselves, according 
to Vaknin, who said the proprietors try 
to source all ingredients domestically, if 
not locally from Brooklyn or an outer bor-
ough.

“Transparency in sourcing is impor-
tant,” she said. 

And the new salad spot’s owners aren’t 
just serving their cut-to-order microgreens 
in a bowl — customers can also enjoy them 
on the eatery’s open-faced toasts — which 
start at $10 — according to Golan, who said 
she and Vaknin designed all of Harvest 2 
Order’s menu options to blend healthy eat-
ing with convenience. 

“People want quality, and they want it 
now,” she said. “Our food is the ultimate 
personifi cation of this desire.”

Harvest 2 Order at N. Third Street 
Market (103 N. Third St.between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street in Williams-
burg, www.harvest2order.co) Sun–Sat 
from 11 am to 9 pm. Salads from $9, toasts 
from $10.

FRESH: Harvest 2 Order co-founder Shelley Golan showed off a salad with just-snipped microgreens 
at the eatery’s stall in Williamsburg’s North Third Street Market. Photo by Taylor Balkom

Take your pick
Salad spot plucks greens to order
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There was a time when 
many Brooklynites prob-
ably wouldn’t consider eating 
something called “squid.”

The restaurant industry 
wisely called the appetizer by 
its Italian name, “calamari,” 
and it didn’t take long for it to 
become as popular a starter as 
fried mozzarella sticks. Who 
really knew what was inside 
that crunchy crust that we 
dipped into marinara sauce 
— all that mattered was that it 
tasted delicious. 

Since those humble begin-
nings, we have all become cal-
amari connoisseurs, search-
ing like bears for the dish 
that’s prepared “just right.” 
But those in-the-know know 
where to find it: Leo’s Casa 
Calamari in Bay Ridge. 

Expectations are high 
when the calamari gets top 
billing on the restaurant’s 
marquee, but here, it has 
earned its super-star status. 
The rings are melt-in-the-

mouth tender, and the sur-
rounding crisp batter is light 
and flavorful. Portions are 
generous, and it comes with a 
side of marina. It’s one of many 
reasons why this restaurant 
— which serves everything 
from pizza to chilled shellfish 
towers — is always busy.

Owner Leo Lykourezos 
is a Brooklynite who under-

stands that when people dine 
out, they want value and qual-
ity for their money. He learned 
this because he’s spent most of 
his life in the industry. His 
first job, at age 13, was work-
ing at a Bay Ridge pizzeria. At 
age 18, he purchased his first 
restaurant — Leo’s and Joe’s 
— at 88th Street and Third 
Avenue in the neighborhood. 

I999, he became a partner at 
his present restaurant, and 
a year later, he bought those 
partners out to run the place 
himself. Today, his sister, 
Olympia, and his brother-in-
law, Nick, help out, keeping it 
a family-run operation. 

It’s a casual come-as-you-
are atmosphere where you are 
welcome to enjoy a pizza pie 

or a “Castle.” The latter is a 
treasure of lobster tails, cher-
rystone and littleneck clams, 
oysters, and jumbo shrimp, 
while the pizza includes the 
“Speciale” pie that’s loaded 
with fennel sausage, pepper-
oni, homemade meatballs, 
mushrooms, onions, peppers, 
and mozzarella. 

Like the calamari, the 
fried zucchini has a perfect 
crunchy coating, making it 
another irresistible starter. 
On the lighter side, there’s 
a scrumptious Greek salad, 
laden with ripe red tomatoes, 
black olives, green peppers, 
and grape leaves over iceberg 
lettuce; or a tasty fresh mozza-
rella and tomato salad. 

Eggplant parmesan is 
served piled high on a plate, 
oozing with cheese and tomato 
sauce. Shrimp scampi swims 
in a broth of lemon and butter 
that’s been sprinkled with sea-
sonings that make it flavorful. 
A traditional Italian specialty 
— chicken rosa — is bursting 

with prosciutto, spinach, and 
fresh mozzarella, smothered 
in mushrooms and a light 
sauce brown sauce, with a po-
tato croquette to the side.

For dessert, you can’t 
miss a creamy red velvet cake 
with two layers of icing in the 
middle and another on top. 
And it doesn’t have to be your 
birthday to celebrate with the 
birthday cake truffle — a col-
orful ice cream treat. 

The restaurant can accom-
modate up to 50 people for par-
ties, and offers a flexible menu 
for sit-down dinners or buffet 
dining. A reasonably priced 
catering menu with an abun-
dance of options means you 
won’t have to cook for the next 
holiday, and the food will still 
be fabulous.  

Leo’s Casa Calamari [8602 
Third Ave. between 86th and 
87th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
921–1900]. Open 11 am – 10 pm, 
Sundays through Thursdays; 
Fridays and Saturdays, 11 am 
– 11 pm. 

Leo’s Casa Calamari has perfected its signature Italian dish

BY SAUL MARQUEZ
These Three Guys are ring-
ing in 20 years! 

A staple Southern 
Brooklyn grocer with deep 
Kings County roots is cel-
ebrating its latest two de-
cades in business this 
month by slashing prices 
on items to refl ect what the 
goods cost when the store 
reopened in 1998, one of its 
bigwigs said.

“We want to let peo-
ple enjoy the anniversary 
with us by paying a little 
less for some items,” said 
Three Guys from Brook-
lyn co-owner Scott Zim-
merman.

For two decades, resi-
dents of Dyker Heights, 
Bay Ridge, and Sunset 
Park have fi lled their pan-
tries with items from the 
market at 6502 Fort Hamil-
ton Pkwy., near 65th Street. 
And to say thanks to its 
loyal patrons, the shop’s 
owners are offering promo-

tional pricing on roughly 15 
to 20 products from June 20 
to 25, according to another 
honcho, who could not con-
fi rm the exact items on sale 
by press time, but said they 
will likely include some 
fruits, veggies, and other 

household staples such as 
milk or eggs.

“The whole thing is 
meant to give back to the 
people who have been com-
ing here all these years,” 
said co-owner Phil Penta, 
Jr. “And we’re creating 

awareness that we’re still 
here.”

Zimmerman’s father, 
Stanley Zimmerman, fi rst 
opened the grocer selling 
fruits and vegetables at 
its current Fort Hamilton 
Parkway location with his 
brother Howard and broth-
er-in-law Harry — the orig-
inal “three guys” — back 
in 1975. 

The operation expanded 
over the years to include 
other locations before its 
fi rst trio of owners closed 
the business,  according 
to Penta , whose father re-
opened the store at its orig-
inal location with Howard 
and Scott Zimmerman in 
1998.

And when Howard Zim-
merman died in a tragic 
motorcycle accident fi ve 
years later, the younger 
Penta took over his part-
nership stake, rising from 
store employee to co-owner 
along with his dad and the 

younger Zimmerman, who 
are the “three guys” over-
seeing the retailer today.

Achieving 20 consecu-
tive years in business re-
quired the new triumvirate 
of owners to combat trends 
such as the rise of online 
grocery shopping with ini-
tiatives that included the 
launch of a loyalty pro-
gram to reward custom-
ers who buy in-store and 
a wholesale service that 
hawks Three Guys’s pro-
duce to larger businesses, 
Penta said.

And by embracing dig-
ital-marketing strategies, 
the homegrown grocer is 
fi nding new ways to stand 
out among chains such as 
 Trader Joe’s  and  Whole 
Foods  that are steadily 
opening more and more 
outposts across the bor-
ough, he said.

“We’ve had to recreate 
ourselves throughout the 
years,” Penta said. “We’re 

not going anywhere in the 
digital age.”

But customer-loyalty 
programs and other perks 
are just the icing on the 
cake for long-time shop-
pers, who know what makes 
Three Guys from Brooklyn 
so special is its presence in 
the community, where lo-
cals know they can come in 
for some fresh produce — 
and leave with a new friend, 
according to its proprietor.  

“It’s not just a business,” 
said Penta, who with his co-
owners also participates in 
various neighborhood fund-
raisers. “It’s a place where 
neighbors run into each 
other and people meet. It’s 
really cool to watch.”

Three Guys from Brook-
lyn [6502 Fort Hamilton 
Pkwy. between 65th Street 
and 66th Street in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 748–8340, 
 www.3guysfrombrooklyn.
com ]. Sun-Sat, 24 hours a 
day.

It’s today’s produce at yesterday’s prices!

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Three Guys From Brooklyn owner Phil Pen-
ta Jr. is celebrating the store’s 20th anniversary of doing business 
in the borough. Photo by Mike Beitchman

Beloved Dyker Heights grocer’s anniversary sale celebrates its two decades of bountiful business
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
A driver for a private carting com-
pany was allegedly drunk behind 
the wheel when he crashed into 
several cars outside a 60th Street 
apartment complex in Mapleton 
on June 9, according to the district 
attorney, who charged the motor-
ist with operating a vehicle under 
the infl uence at his arraignment 
the next day.  

Police — who arrested driver 
Anthony Castaldo, a Flatlands res-
ident, the day of the incident — said 
he was behind the wheel of a truck 
for Bensonhurst-based Viking 
Sanitation, traveling along 60th 
Street between 18th and 19th av-
enues, when he allegedly crashed 
into several cars and a pile of 
fallen trees steps from the residen-
tial building’s entrance just before 
5:30 am, according to a district at-
torney’s offi ce spokeswoman. 

Castaldo allegedly showed 
signs of intoxication at the scene 
that included slurred speech, 
smelling of alcohol, and walk-
ing with an unsteady gait, the 

spokeswoman said.
And when an offi cer arrived 

and asked Castaldo if he was 
driving, the defendant allegedly 
pushed the cop away and fl ed on 
foot, according to authorities, who 
said the offi cer then pursued Cast-
aldo and fell — bruising his hands 
and arms — before he eventually 

caught the defendant by using a 
Taser.

Castaldo allegedly admitted 
guilt, according to the district at-
torney’s offi ce spokeswoman, tell-
ing the offi cer, “I’m sorry, I was 
driving and I fell asleep.” 

Paramedics then transported 
both Castaldo and the offi cer to 
Maimonides Hospital, where the 
driver was in stable condition and 
the offi cer was treated for his mi-
nor injuries.

A rep for Viking Sanitation 
said the company prioritizes 
safety and suspended Castaldo as 
part of its probe into what went 
down.

“Our company has a long 
track record of safety and we hold 
ourselves to high standards, in-
cluding random drug testing for 
drivers,” the spokesman said. “It 
appears that this driver failed to 
adhere to our standards and he 
was immediately suspended as 
part of the ongoing investigation 
of this serious incident.”

The private carting industry 

has a history of trouble in the 
city. Drivers for private haulers 
killed seven people citywide last 
year, while city sanitation drivers 
haven’t killed anyone since 2014, 
 according to a ProPublica inves-
tigation .

And Mayor DeBlasio has  re-
peatedly declined to comment  on 

the reckless record of one fi rm, 
 Action Carting — whose driv-
ers have killed fi ve people in the 
last decade and whose workers 
complain the company priori-
tizes speed over safety  — even 
though it has  raked in more than 
$100,000,000 via city contracts 
since 2007 . 

Trash driving

A BIGGER MESS: The garbage truck 
driver left a pileup of mangled cars in 
his wake, and has been suspended by 
the private trash company while it in-
vestigates the incident. 
 Photo by Mark Mellone

WHAT THE TRUCK: Anthony Castaldo — a driver for a private Bensonhurst-based 
sanitation company, Viking Sanitation — allegedly side-swiped nine cars and crashed 
just steps from a 60th Street apartment building between 18th and 19th avenues in 
Borough Park in the early hours of June 9, when he was driving drunk, according to 
police. Photo by Mark Mellone

Driver for private hauler arraigned for allegedly driving drunk

“Following an exhaustive re-
investigation that included inter-
views with all of the witnesses, a 
review of surveillance footage, 
and a consultation with an acci-
dent-reconstruction expert, we 
determined that we could not 
sustain criminal charges,” said 
Oren Yaniv.

Blaming the victim
Action Carting brass jumped 

on Gonzalez’s decision not to 
prosecute its driver, claiming 
through a spokeswoman that 

Ramirez caused his own death 
because he knocked back a few 
drinks before hopping on his 
bike that evening.

“After months of thorough 
examination the report indi-
cated cyclist error … alcohol 
in the cyclist’s bloodstream, no 
required protective gear was 
worn, etc.,” company rep Jean 
Kim wrote in an unsolicited e-
mail with the subject “cyclist 
error” sent to this newspaper 
on April 23.

But the fi rst offi cers at the 
scene of the collision said they 
didn’t smell booze on Ramirez, 
according to the preliminary 
crash-investigation report.

“Offi cers did further state 
that there was no odor of alco-
hol on the victim,” cops from the 
94th Precinct told the investiga-
tor.

Police did not respond to mul-
tiple requests for comment on 
whether any other documents 
offi cers prepared indicated 
Ramirez was drinking that 
night, and the district attorney’s 
spokesman would not comment 
on the medical examiner’s au-
topsy, which was not included in 
the dossier. A rep for the medical 
examiner also declined to com-
ment on the autopsy aside from 
stating that Ramirez died from 
“blunt impact injuries of head 

and torso” that were ruled an 
“accident.”

Another law-enforcement of-
fi cial, however, said neither alco-
hol nor drug use were pertinent 
to the investigation.

“The question of the cyclist’s 
intoxication was irrelevant to 
the hit-and-run investigation,” 
the offi cial said.

Kremins said blaming the 
victim is a disturbing narrative 
to push, but that he isn’t shocked 
to hear it from a company whose 
drivers have killed fi ve people 
over the last decade and received 
 thousands of violations for 
breaking city laws  since 2012.

“It doesn’t surprise me they 
would try to throw mud like 
that,” he said. “We have no evi-
dence he did anything wrong 
that night, but that’s the way 
the game works — no one wants 
to accept responsibility, no one 
likes to say ‘I’m sorry.’ ”

The city’s Business Integ-
rity Commission slapped Action 
Carting bosses with a $5,000 fi ne 
on April 12 for allowing Nunez to 
drive a truck without the proper 
license — but the penalty is a 
drop in the bucket for the fi rm, 
 which raked in $104,286,930 from 
city contracts alone in the past 
decade .

In April, Mayor DeBlasio’s 

spokesman said that Hizzoner 
 didn’t take issue with the city’s 
multi-million dollar business 
with Action Carting and that he 
has no intention to sever rela-
tions with the company , weeks 
after the mayor said he “was con-
cerned about the issue, but not 
familiar with the specifi cs.”

On May 3, DeBlasio again 
said that he wasn’t “familiar 
with” all the details concerning 
Action Carting’s record of law-
breaking and fatal crashes, but 
that “everyone should be held 
accountable under Vision Zero,” 
his initiative to end traffi c-re-
lated deaths.

And now is the time for the 
mayor to hold such fi rms ac-
countable, according to advo-
cates fi ghting to reform the pri-
vate-sanitation industry, who 
demanded DeBlasio amp up 
enforcement in the wake of an 
explosive investigation into a 
 Bronx-based fi rm whose drivers 
recently killed two people, one of 
them a teen .

“The problems of this indus-
try are systemic,” read the June 
8 letter penned by members of 
StreetsPAC, Transportation Al-
ternatives, and Families for Safe 
Streets. “If we really hope to 
achieve Vision Zero, then half-
measures will not cut it.”

RAMIREZ
Continued from page 3
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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side neighborhood.
“They could be delayed 

forever and it would be 
okay with me,” said Com-
munity Board 18 chair-
man and Mill Island Civic 
Association president Sol 
Needle.

 The city had originally 
said the controversial party 
boats would be heading to 
waters off Flatbush Ave-
nue by May 1.  However, the 
Parks Department told this 
paper on May 31 that there 
were delays in relocating 
the boats, and that the time-
line is still being worked 
on. 

The three boats are still 
operating from the pier at 
Emmons Avenue, though 
they  continue to be prohib-
ited from going out late at 
night,  according to a Parks 
Department spokeswoman.

Needle accused the city 

of keeping local community 
groups in the dark about 
something that will pro-
foundly affect residents’ 
quality of life.

“The city never con-
tacted the affected civic as-
sociation about the delay,” 
said Needle. 

CB 18’s district manager 
said the community board 
has also heard nothing from 
the city about any change in 
the relocation timeline.

“We haven’t heard one 
word from any of them,” 
said Dottie Turano.

But the longer the boats 
stay away, the better, ac-
cording to Needle.

“We’re a residential 
community, not a maritime 
community,” he said.

 The city announced the 
controversial boats would 
leave Sheepshead Bay 
back in April , saying three 
would go to Mill Basin in 
May and three to Brooklyn 
Army Terminal in Septem-
ber.  Sheepshead Bay resi-

dents have long accused 
the boats of bringing qual-
ity-of-life problems to the 
neighborhood . But some 
boat captains have accused 
residents of racism towards 
their largely Caribbean-
American clients. 

Almost immediately af-
ter the announcement, resi-
dents and pols in Mill Basin 
came out against putting 
the boats there, and  threat-
ened legal action . 

The Parks Department 
did not respond to a request 
for information on what is 
causing the delay in mov-
ing the boats.

Mill Basin community 
leaders are nervously await-
ing any offi cial news about 
the boats’ future relocation, 
but Turano said she’s not 
surprised the city is run-
ning into problems with the 
move.

“They’re out of their 
minds,” said Turano. 
“There’s really no place to 
put them here.”

the form of one red and two 
yellow arrows for cars turn-
ing right from Third Street 
onto the one-way Prospect 
Park West.

And the green light for 
cyclists — who can either 
turn onto Prospect Park 
West or pedal across it into 
the park itself — shines for 
eight seconds while the red 
arrow shines for cars, lead-
ing less-aware drivers to il-
legally blow through their 
light and turn while bike 
riders have the right-of-
way, Brody complained to 
Department of Transporta-
tion offi cials at a town hall 
last month.

This paper visited the 
intersection on June 5, and 
indeed spotted no less than 
four motorists running 
their red light there shortly 
after 10 am.

This newspaper’s inves-
tigation also found that driv-
ers are further befuddled 
when their signal’s solid red 
arrow changes to a fl ash-
ing yellow one — instruct-
ing them to yield — while 
the cyclists’ light is green 
and yellow, as evidenced by 
one driver who stopped his 
white hatchback in the mid-
dle of the intersection for 
about 16 seconds as the yel-
low arrow fl ashed.

The city installed the 

six-light signal last year, ac-
cording to a Transportation 
Department spokeswoman, 
who could not say what 
prompted its arrival — but 
other bicycle-signal heads 
began rolling out across the 
city years ago under former 
Mayor Bloomberg, accord-
ing to  reports .

The bicycle-signal head’s 
red, yellow, and green lights 
make it easier to mistake 
for a standard traffi c sig-
nal than other  street-safety 
infrastructure such as the 
city’s so-called leading-pe-
destrian intervals, which 
are “walk” signs that allow 
pedestrians and cyclists 
to start crossing  some bor-
ough intersections  roughly 
10 seconds before cars mov-
ing in the same direction.

And the city knows the 
perplexing Park Slope sig-
nal baffl es drivers, accord-
ing to the rep, who said it is 
looking into ways to bring 
order to the juncture where 
traffi c-related incidents in-
jured 10 people since 2010, 
and a driver traveling on 
Prospect Park West near 
Third Street  hit and killed 
12-year-old Sammy Cohen 
Eckstein  in 2013, roughly 
four years before the six-
light signal arrived.

“We are aware of motor-
ist confusion and are look-
ing into solutions to provide 
better clarity,” said Alana 
Morales. 

One local said making a 

simple color change to one 
of the signal’s lights for cars 
could do the trick.

“The two yellow arrows 
are confusing,” Park Sloper 
Melva Prince. “We should 
have a green arrow.”

But Cohen Eckstein’s 
mother said the intersec-
tion’s bicycle-signal head 
has the potential to save 
lives if the city puts in the 
effort to show motorists 
how to follow it. 

“Is it a little confusing, 
yeah, but if we educated 
people, it would save lives,” 
said Amy Cohen, who 
joined the group Families 
for Safe Streets after her 
son’s death. “These kind of 
things work, maybe they 
can be improved, but the 
solution is not to take out 
things that have proven to 
work.” 

— with Saul Marquez

SEEING GREEN: A traffi c signal 
with separate lights for cars 
and bikes is confusing motor-
ists, who routinely run red 
lights at the intersection.  
 CNG / Saul Marquez

Continued from page 1 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER


