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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
This kid’s in a class of his 
own. 

A Manhattan Beach 
high-school student won a 
prestigious global competi-
tion with his invention of 
a password generator and 
manager that helps prevent 
hackers from stealing peo-

ples’ passwords. Sixteen-
year-old Leonard Melnik 
took home the Leonardo da 
Vinci Prize for high school 
students in the  Inventor’s 
Challenge  for his program, 
which he said he was in-
spired to create after seeing 
friends and family repeat-
edly complain about forget-

ting their many passwords 
and being unable to protect 
their online accounts. 

“On Facebook, I always 
saw friends and family 
making posts about how 
they lost their password or 
their account was hacked,” 
said Melnik, a rising junior 

BY COLIN MIXSON
City preservationists okayed ren-
ovations to the masonry arches 
supporting one end of the land-
marked Brooklyn Bridge as part 
of a scheme that also proposes fi x-
ing up similar structures at the 
crossing’s opposite foot, as well 
as the two stone towers that rise 
above the span.

The Department of Transpor-
tation’s plan, which the Land-
marks Preservation Commission 
approved on July 10, calls for re-
storing the roughly three-story 
arches beneath the bridge’s ap-
proach in Manhattan, which lo-
cal wineries sealed off and used 
as storage facilities for decades 
following the span’s completion 
in 1883, but are now crumbling, 
with peeling paint and mis-
matched brickwork that has seen 
better days, according to transit 
offi cials. 

The city’s plan calls for gut-
ting most of the Italian Renais-
sance–style arches’ facades’ orig-

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Call it a strategic realign-
ment.

A pair of rival South-
ern Brooklyn pols are now 
united in their mission to 
unseat state Sen. Marty 

Golden (R–Bay Ridge) after 
both lined up behind one 
of the incumbent’s Demo-
cratic opponents. 

Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island) 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 14Continued on page 10

Book club 
cheers hero

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
This music group is getting the 
Hook! 

A dozen bibliophile musicians 
will perform original tunes in-
spired by a Red Hook superhero 
who saves the borough from di-
saster at a July 25 show at Barbes 
in Park Slope. The creator of “The 
Red Hook”  webcomic , recently re-
leased as a graphic novel, said he 
is excited to sit back and see what 
the Bushwick Book Club does with 
his heroic character.

“It’s such a cool idea — I’m go-
ing to be as surprised as anybody 
else,” said Dean Haspiel, who has 
illustrated several stories set in 
his  longtime Carroll Gardens 
neighborhood . “I was in full con-
trol of the comic book, in terms of 
writing and drawing it and creat-
ing it, but I have no control over 
anyone’s response to this.”

The Bushwick Book Club 
has created monthly musical re-
sponses to various books since it 

Continued on page 6
A SUPER GROUP: Members of the Bushwick Book Club will play songs inspired by Dean Haspiel’s graphic novel about a 
Red Hook superhero at Barbès in Park Slope on July 25. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

CODE CRACKER: Leonard 
Melnik won for his password 
protection invention. 

RED HEARING

Kid’s code wins top prizeSouth Dems unite 
to defeat Golden
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER                  

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 8/31/18.

REPAIR 
ANY VACUUM OR 
SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, Austin Air Purifiers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

+ Parts
+ Tax

We Will Beat or 
Match Any Price

on Air 
Conditioners

AMANA  GE
FRIEDRICHS
FRIGIDAIRE

& MORE BRANDS

ENERGY 
SAVER

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re ready for this 
pavement to pay off!

Clinton Hill business 
owners are hoping last 
month’s long-awaited de-
but of an inviting pedes-
trian plaza along Myrtle 
Avenue will jump-start 
commerce on the stretch, 
after roughly four years of 
construction slowed sales 
at many stores, and forced 
some to close their doors 
altogether, according to 
one shopkeep.

“We’re still trying to 
recapture those sales 
from before,” said Tamara 
Browne, a manager at arts-
supply store Blick at 536 
Myrtle Ave. “A lot of peo-
ple didn’t know we were 
open because the area was 
gated off and they couldn’t 
see our signage — it took a 
toll on us.”

But Browne, who said 
she’s already started to see 
an uptick in profi ts since 
the Myrtle Avenue Plaza 
between Hall Street and 
Emerson Place opened on 
June 21, believes the public 
space’s arrival, along with 
other developments in the 
neighborhood, will put lo-
cal businesses back in the 
black as more and more 
people fl ock to the area.  

“With new buildings 
opening and being built in 
the area, I think it will [im-
prove],” she said. “That’s 
how it’s trending.”

Contractors broke 
ground on the $7-million 
project in 2014 — one year 
after offi cials,  who un-
veiled the plan in 2011 , 
originally said it would 
be fi nished, and roughly 
seven years after business-
booster the Myrtle Avenue 
Brooklyn Partnership fi rst 
dreamt up the idea for the 
space in 2007.

And now, a paved, 
greenery-lined thor-
oughfare furnished with 
benches and tables occu-
pies the two blocks where 
an old service road be-
tween Emerson Place and 
Grand Avenue once ran, 
and stretches all the way 
to Hall Street, featuring 
more new trees, seating, 
and a massive sculpture by 

New York City-based artist 
Matthew Geller along the 
way.

Another entrepreneur 
with a store along the av-
enue said she’s optimistic 
an infl ux of Clinton Hill-
ers to the plaza will boost 
sales at her wine shop.

“I think it’s going to get 
better for sure,” said Karin 
Holm Torres, who owns 
Corkscrew Wines at 489 
Myrtle Ave. “The plaza is 
bringing people to the av-
enue, people that wouldn’t 
normally take this road.”

The Department of 
Transportation coughed 
up most of the cash for the 
project, with former Clin-
ton Hill Councilwoman 
Tish James — now the 
city’s public advocate, 
 who recently launched a 
campaign for state attor-
ney general  — and ex-Bor-
ough President Markowitz 
chipping in some funds, 
according to the partner-
ship, whose leader said the 
plaza will feature events 
such as concerts, workout 
classes, and children’s fes-

tivities as a treat for locals 
who suffered through its 
slow-going creation.

“The construction pe-
riod was long and diffi cult, 
and we’re excited to rec-
reate this space with ac-
tivities and programs that 
will actually help bring 
people to Myrtle Avenue,” 
said Meredith Phillips 
Almeida .

Fitness fanatics can at-
tend exercise sessions on 
Monday mornings from 
7 to 8 am through Sept. 
10; kids can enjoy a vari-
ety of activities on Tues-
days from 10:30 to 11:30 
am through July 24; music 
fans can listen to live acts 
on Wednesdays through 
Sept. 19; and locals can 
bid farewell to summer at 
two end-of-season events 
on the plaza on Sept. 21, 
according to information 
from the partnership.

Visit  myrtleavenue.org/
summer  for more informa-
tion, including timing, on 
specifi c events at Myrtle 
Avenue Plaza this sum-
mer.

Road to riches
Biz owners hope to cash in on new Myrtle plaza

STROLL ON IN: (Above) Neigh-
borhood leaders and pols 
including Clinton Hill Council-
woman Laurie Cumbo, in yel-
low jacket, snipped a ribbon to 
open the new pedestrian space 
between Hall Street and Emer-
son Place last month. (Right)  
Now, locals can grab a seat and 
enjoy a quick meal or snack at 
the new plaza betwen Emerson 
Place and Hall Street. 
 Samuel Stuart
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BY COLIN MIXSON
The family real-estate fi rm of Presi-
dent Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kush-
ner illegally forced rent-stabilized 
tenants out of a Williamsburg apart-
ment building with construction 
that exposed occupants, including 
children, to cancer-causing chemi-
cals, according to a lawsuit fi led on 
Monday.

Nineteen tenants of Kent Ave-
nue’s Austin Nichols House claimed 
that Kushner Companies — which 
Kushner ran until his father-in-law 
took offi ce last January, when he ac-
cepted a gig as a senior advisor to the 
president — put their lives at risk 
to get them to leave after purchas-
ing the building in 2015, according 
to an advocate who announced the 
$10-million suit outside of the Kings 
County Supreme Court building.

“Kushner Companies exposed 
dozens of families, including chil-
dren and even babies, to a toxic-
dust storm of lead and lung carcin-
ogens,” said Aaron Carr, a director 
of tenants-advocacy group Housing 
Rights Initiative, which started in-
vestigating the building between 
N. Third and N. Fourth streets last 
year at the request of occupants.

The developer shelled out $275 
million for the 338-unit complex 
with the intention of selling off its 
apartments as luxury condos, the 
suit alleges, but its current tenants’ 
leases for stabilized apartments 
guarantee renewals, in addition to 
only modest rent increases, at the 
end of each rental term.     

Consequently, Kushner Compa-

nies kicked off a massive gut reno-
vation of the property shortly after 
acquiring it, falsely claiming the 
complex was vacant to obtain nec-
essary permits from the Depart-
ment of Buildings, and using com-
mon spaces as staging areas for 
construction that took place at all 
hours of the day and night, the ten-
ants claim.

And last year, the fi rm began 
work on the pre-WWII building’s fa-
cade, releasing a cloud of toxic dust 
that covered occupants’ clothes, fur-
niture, and even cooking utensils, 
according to the suit, which alleges 
tenants now may contract debilitat-
ing health conditions that include 
lung cancer as a result of their ex-
posure.      

The alleged forced-eviction plan 
has already led occupants to vacate 
75 percent of the building’s stabi-
lized units since Kushner Compa-
nies bought the property,  according 
to an Associated Press report .

And throughout the ordeal, the 
Buildings Department failed to pro-
tect the tenants, according to Carr, 
who noted the agency did not take 
any actions against the developer, 
despite frequent complaints from 
residents, and the so-called toxic-
dust storm that pervaded the com-
plex.

“This was a pre-war building, 
there was construction dust every-
where, and all the DOB would have 
had to do was put two and two to-
gether and test for lead,” he said.

An agency spokesman said that 
its inspectors found no evidence 

Kushner Companies violated city 
codes during the property’s dozens 
of inspections since 2015 — fi nd-
ings offi cials still stand by today, he 
said.

“DOB inspectors do not hesi-
tate to take enforcement action 
when they see improper or unsafe 
construction,” said Joseph Solde-
vere.

Hours before Carr unveiled the 
lawsuit alongside Borough Presi-
dent Adams, the governor’s offi ce 
announced the state’s Tenant Pro-
tection Unit launched its own inves-
tigation into the developer’s alleged 
harassment. But when asked about 
the state’s probe of the property, 
Carr blasted Gov. Cuomo as capital-
izing on the hard work of his group, 
arguing the pol — who is running 
for his third term this year — only 
cares about tenants’ rights when 
people are watching.

“We don’t need a reactive en-
forcement model, we need a proac-
tive enforcement model to enforce 
our laws,” he said.

A Kushner Companies attorney 
said the lawsuit is without merit, 
however, claiming the developer 
complied with all construction laws 
and rent guidelines in renovating 
the property.

The Williamsburg residents 
aren’t Kushner Companies’s only 
tenants suing the fi rm — occupants 
of  two  Brooklyn Heights buildings 
the developer purchased in 2014 also 
took it to court last year, alleging 
the owner skirted rent-stabilization 
laws at both locations.

TRUMPETING TENANTS: Borough President Adams, center, and Aaron Carr, a director of tenants-advocacy group Housing Rights 
Initiative, right, announced a lawsuit 19 Williamsburg tenants fi led against Kushner Companies. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklyn Bridge Park lead-
ers on Monday indefi nitely 
shuttered the zig-zagging 
Squibb Bridge leading to the 
waterfront lawn, blaming a 
single, faulty piece of wood 
for the notoriously bouncy 
span’s latest closure.

The footbridge between 
Brooklyn’s front yard and 
its namesake Squibb Park on 
Middagh Street will remain 
off limits to locals until ex-
perts can examine the issue, 
and propose and implement 
a solution, according to the 
park’s chief steward.

“Out of an abundance of 
caution, we have temporarily 
closed the bridge while our 
engineers conduct further 
analysis,” read a statement 
released Monday evening 
by Eric Landau, president of 
the semi-private Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Corporation, 
which oversees the lawn. 
“This analysis will inform 
the appropriate repair and 
associated timeline.”

Workers discovered the 
“piece of wood in poor condi-
tion” during a routine inspec-
tion, forcing the bridge’s clo-
sure roughly 15 months after 
it  reopened last year  follow-
ing a three-year, more than 
$3-million project to repair 
previous structural faults 
plaguing the infrastructure. 
That prolonged fi x began 
roughly 17 months after offi -
cials debuted the $4-million, 
taxpayer-funded walkway in 
March 2013. 

But a green-space spokes-
woman said the wood respon-
sible for the crossing’s latest 
closure is not related to those 

issues that previously led it 
to shutter — which  Brook-
lyn Bridge Park leaders sued 
the span’s original creator 
over in 2016 , alleging engi-
neering fi rm HNTB’s “inher-
ently fl awed” design that the 
company subsequently failed 
to fi x rendered the bridge 
“unstable” and “deformed” 
within two years of its debut.

Meadow bigwigs blocked 
Squibb Bridge’s entrances 
with barricades sometime 
Monday morning, and a Park 
Enforcement Patrol offi cer 
stationed inside Squibb Park 
on Tuesday told this newspa-
per that he was there to make 
sure nobody tried to sneak 
by.

And if park caretakers 
manage to reopen the bridge 
in the coming months,  it may 
yet close again  when workers 
begin construction on a  new 
public pool inside Squibb 
Park  after Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s beloved Pop-Up Pool is 
drained for good at the end of 
the summer.

Fortunately, Landau, 
along with locals and pols, is 
advocating for the construc-
tion of another overpass to 
the waterfront following res-
idents’ demands for a new 
bridge between the  Brooklyn 
Heights Promenade at Mon-
tague Street and the East 
River–fronting green space .

Transportation Depart-
ment experts are looking 
into the feasibility of an al-
ternate footpath, according 
to agency spokesman Scott 
Gastel, who noted mainte-
nance of the Squibb Bridge 
is the sole responsibility of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.

Out of bounce! 

Living at a cost
Suit: Kushner Co. risked tenants’ health for profi ts

CLOSED AGAIN: Brooklyn Bridge Park offi cials shuttered Squibb 
Bridge on Monday after inspectors found a faulty piece of wood.
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Squibb Bridge closes for repairs again
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s a new day at this old 
playground.

Youngsters packed Kens-
ington’s DiGilio Playground 
on Thursday after offi cials 
snipped a ribbon at the 
just-renovated fun zone fol-
lowing a roughly 14-month-
long makeover, it’s fi rst in 
20 years,  according to  the 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation. And the refur-
bished recreation space, 
which boasts new amenities 
the whole family can enjoy, 
couldn’t have debuted at a 
better time, according to the 
city’s chief green thumb.

“With areas for adults 
to get fi t and for children to 
play, and plenty of space to 
kick back and relax, this re-
newed public space is open 
just in time for summer,” 
Parks Commissioner Mitch-
ell Silver said at the opening 
event.

The park now features 
new ramps, slides, swings, 
and poles to climb on for 
kids, as well as spray show-

ers so the tykes can cool off 
after a long day of monkey 
business.

And the city installed fi t-
ness equipment and chess 
tables for adults, along with 
new furniture and shrubs 
that line the play space’s bor-
der to muffl e sounds from 

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

FT HAMILTON PKY
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LYNDEN BLVD
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SHOP

LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION IS OUR CONCERN!

BY ANTHONY ROTUNNO
Talk about a baby on 
board!

Doctors at Brooklyn 
Hospital Center on July 
13 orchestrated an extra-
special delivery when 
they welcomed a pregnant 
mother’s bundle of joy — 
in the parking lot outside 
the emergency room.

Dad Sulimon Wiggins 
arrived at the Fort Greene 
hospital around 8:30 am 
with his pregnant wife Er-
ica, who by that time was 
so close to birthing her lit-
tle one that staff forwent 
moving her inside, instead 
assembling around the 
front passenger-side seat 
of the family’s car and de-
livering the babe on the 
blacktop, the doctor who 
oversaw the procedure 
said.

“A nurse saw the ba-
by’s head coming out — 

and once we knew she was 
coming, there was no way 
the mom could stand up, or 
be forced onto a stretcher,” 
said Dr. Pardeep Thanndi. 
“She had her back against 
the middle console, pushed 
as far back into the driv-
er’s seat as she could, and 
she gave birth in that posi-
tion.”

Roughly 10 hospital 
employees — including 
doctors, nurses, techni-
cians, and other staff — 
rushed to meet the par-
ents when they pulled into 
the parking lot, according 
to Thanndi, who said se-
nior resident Dr. Luis Val-
dez delivered the baby girl 
and then staff took mom 
and daughter inside for 
further treatment after 
the birth.

The parking-lot de-
livery — which Thanndi 
said more or less went off 

without a hitch, and was 
Brooklyn Hospital Cen-
ter’s fi rst of its kind, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman 
— took about 10 minutes, 
and showcased how the fa-
cility’s staff is trained to 
quickly respond to even 
the most unexpected inci-
dents, the doctor said.

“You’d think it was 
stressful, but everyone 
was completely calm, and 
it was a happy delivery,” 
he said. “In the emergency 
room we are trained in 

any type of procedure.”
Wiggins, also the 

mother of a 2-year-old boy, 
cheered doctors following 
the healthy — if not un-
conventional — arrival of 
daughter Sarah, noting 
just how eager the girl was 
to enter the world.

“My fi rst baby was 
pretty fast, but this was 
crazy,” said the mom, 
whom the hospital rep said 
is now recovering at home 
in Cypress Hills with her 
daughter and family.

Speedy delivery

HAPPY FAMILY: Sulimon Wiggins was all smiles after his wife, 
Erica, gave birth to baby Sarah in the parking lot of Brooklyn 
Hospital Center. Brooklyn Hospital Center

Baby is born in driveway of 
Brooklyn Hospital Center

Playground reopens after 
$2.8-million renovations

WHEE!: Borough Park Council-
man Kalman Yeger, left, tested 
out a new slide at Digilio Play-
ground during the space’s 
reopening-day festivities.  
 John McCarten

Continued on page 6
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Member FDIC

2.25%
PLATINUM SAVINGS

On Balances Below $100,000

APY1

2.25%
11 MONTH CD

APY2

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 7/06/18 and subject to change without 
notice.  A minimum balance of $0.01 is required to open account.  The account will be 
charged a minimum balance fee of $8.00 each statement cycle if the average daily balance 
for that cycle falls below $2,500.  Fees can reduce earnings. Account balances between 
$0.01 and $99,999.99 earn 2.25% APY on the entire balance.  Account balances $100,000 and 
over earn 0.90% APY on the entire balance.  Transaction limitations apply, see an account 
representative for details.  New money is required to open a Platinum Savings. New money 

is defined as funds not currently on deposit at Northfield Bank. Platinum Savings 2.25% APY 

is only available in Mercer, Hunterdon, Middlesex, Union, and Kings county branches and 

online.

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 07/06/18 and subject to change without 
notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open 11 Month CD.   All account balances above $0.01 
will earn the stated APY.  There is a substantial penalty for early withdrawals. Fees could 
reduce earnings.  The 11 month CD requires new money only. New money is defined as 
funds not currently on deposit at Northfield Bank.  The maximum account balance for the 11 
Month CD is $225,000.  

(833) 301-NFBK 

OPEN ONLINE @ ENORTHFIELD.COM 

OR VISIT ANY BRANCH LOCATION!

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

BY COLIN MIXSON
Thousands of sports fans 
with a need for speed de-
scended on Red Hook last 
weekend for the two-day 
championship of electric-
car race Formula E, which 
featured battery-powered 
speedsters zooming along 
a track in a competition as 
amazing as it was unlikely, 
according to a man with a 
front-row seat to the action.

“To see this in a metro 
area is mind-boggling,” 
said Bensonhurt resident 
Caleb Pan, who volun-
teered as a fl agger for the 
event in order to watch the 
race at track level. “They 
did an excellent job.”

The Brooklyn leg was 
the fi nal stop on a global 
tour of Formula E — the en-
vironmentally friendly sis-
ter of gas-guzzling racing 
series Formula 1 — that 
began in Hong Kong last 
December, before touch-
ing down in such other ex-
otic destinations as Mexico 
City, Paris, Rome, and San-
tiago, Chile.

This year’s event fol-
lowed the sport’s  Kings 
County debut last year , 
when locals cheered it for 
driving commerce in Red 
Hook — a surge in spend-

ing that continued with the 
latest races, another volun-
teer said.

“We stay local, we shop 
in the local stores, and 
even just buying gasoline 
— we support the local 
community,” said fl agger 
Sue Kolker, who traveled 
from Connecticut to offer 
her services at the compe-
tition.

The race cars are pow-
ered by 28-kilowatt-per-
hour batteries capable 
of propelling vehicles at 
speeds of roughly 140-
miles-per hour, and of blis-

tering acceleration, Kolker 
said.

“Acceleration is blind-
ingly fast,” she said. “From 
dead stop to speed, they’re 
faster than a Formula 1 
car.”

But where they exceed 
in speed, the electric cars 
lack in endurance. Their 
batteries only last for as 
long as it takes drivers to 
complete roughly half of 
each 50-minute race, forc-
ing competitors to hop into 
waiting cars to fi nish. 

On July 14, French racer 
Jean-Eric Vergne, driving 
for Chinese team Techeeta, 
sped his way to fi rst place 
in the drivers’ standings, 
earning enough points that 
fi rst day on the track to be 
declared the top Formula 
E driver of the 2017–18 sea-
son even before the next 
day’s competition — when 
he took gold as well, on the 
same day his native France 
defeated Croatia to win the 
2018 World Cup.

But Vergne’s back-to-
back, fi rst-place fi nishes 
were not enough for Techeeta 
to take the top prize in For-
mula E’s team competition, 
which a German squad rac-
ing for Audi clinched by a 
mere two points.

VICTOR: A driver for team Audi jumped for joy when his squad took fi rst place following the second 
day of competition at last weekend’s Formula E championship. Photo by Erica Price

A jolt of excitement!
Electric-car race returns to Red Hook

SPEEDSTER: Race fans Sara 
Stephens and Ashley Claussen 
share a drink in Red Hook at 
Formula E. Photo by Erica Price
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was founded in 2009. Hasp-
iel, who has also drawn the 
superheroes Spider-Man and 
Batman, pitched the idea 
of performing his latest su-
perhero comic to the group 
after seeing them  adapt his 
friend Jonathan Ames’s 
thriller  “You Were Never 
Really Here” in March. 

The performers will use 
a wide variety of sounds to 
tell the story about the su-
perpowered Red Hook hero, 
said the group’s founder.

“It will defi nitely run the 
gamut: there will be hip-hop, 
cabaret songs, folk songs, 
who knows, rapping,” said 
Bushwick resident Susan 
Hwang. “We don’t discrimi-
nate against musical genres 
— I love when there’s a big 
variety of music done in dif-
ferent styles.” 

Haspiel hopes the gang 
fi nds a way to incorporate 
techno tunes — his writ-
ing and drawing music of 
choice.

“I hope there’s some elec-
tronica in there, because 
that’s what I listen to and 
hear when I write,” he said. 

The group will pay hom-
age to the comic’s strong vi-
suals with superhero cos-
tumes and a dance number, 
Hwang said. 

“It’s a different kind 
of experience reading the 
graphic novel because you 
want to take in the visuals, 
too,” she said. “We have a 
choreographer and what 
we call the Bushwick Book 
Club Dance Team.”

Bushwick Book Club 
presents Dean Haspiel’s 
“The Red Hook” at Barbès 
(376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, www.
bushwickbookclub.com). 
July 25 at 8 pm. $10 sug-
gested donation.

BOROUGH SAVIOR: Dean Hasp-
iel’s “The Red Hook.” 
 Dean Haspiel

BOOK CLUB

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They’re rolling out disco 
history! 

An exhibit at the City 
Reliquary celebrates the 
history of roller disco 
in Brooklyn. “Empire 
Skate: The Birth of Roller 
Disco,” showcases arti-
facts, video, and photo-
graphs of the 1970s dance 
craze spawned at the Em-
pire Roller Skating Center 
in Crown Heights, which 
shuttered in 2007. The ex-
hibit explores the largely 
untold history of a move-
ment that swept the world, 
said its curator. 

“This art form and ath-
letic health activity grew in 
popularity worldwide, and 
has its origins in one spe-
cifi c area,” said David Her-
man. “In a city where we’re 
constantly seeing things 
erased and rebuilt, it’s im-
portant to tell the story, be-
cause it’s a big chapter in 
Brooklyn and left a mark 
internationally.” 

The display focuses on 
the heyday of roller disco, 
in the late 1970s and early 
’80s. It highlights the or-
igins of roller disco, its 
dance styles, the people 
who created it, and even 
the four wheeled shoes 
that made it all happen, 
which many dancers mod-
ifi ed to accommodate their 
fancy moves. All of the ex-
hibits focus on Empire 
Skate’s role in creating 

and spreading the move-
ment, said Herman.

“Empire was the birth-
place of roller disco, and 
a lot of times that’s a self-
proclaimed title, but we 
took a deeper look and saw 
how they earned the title. 
There were plenty of na-
tionwide magazines that 
referred to them as the 
granddaddy of all roller 
discos,” said Herman.

During the Empire’s 
peak, its regulars became 
household names, and 
stars from the world of 

music and fi lm fl ocked to 
the skating arena, accord-
ing to Herman. 

“At one point it was at-
tracting popular celebri-
ties and one of the famous 
images is of Bill Butler, 
who is the godfather of 
disco, and Stevie Wonder 
at the rink,” said Herman. 
“It was the place to be and 
where the spotlight was 
shining. Bill Butler and 
the handful of other peo-
ple there with him didn’t 
know it would grow the 
way it did.”

City Reliquary has 
hosted several events to 
help keep roller disco 
alive, including a dance 
party at Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel’s gym on July 14 
(pictured). No more events 
are planned, but the ex-
hibit will be on display 
until Oct. 14. Among its 
artifacts are a roller skate 
worn in the 2005 fi lm “Roll 
Bounce,” which is set in 
1978, and another skate on 
loan by Brooklyn’s only 
shop focused on roller 
skates — Five Stride Skate 
shop, and t-shirts worn by 
different skating groups 
who performed their 
dance routines at Empire.

The exhibit also fea-
tures home video foot-
age that shows the disco 
moves of the skaters, and 
that also offers a glimpse 
of the lost Empire rink, 
from the birth of the move-
ment until it closed.

“It shows a lot of in-
terior that really identi-
fi es the rink, and the raw 
footage is from 1980s and 
shows its lifespan until 
the closing date in 2007,” 
said Herman.

“Empire Skate: The 
Birth of Roller Disco” at 
City Reliquary [370 Metro-
politan Ave. between Have-
meyer Street and Marcy 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–4842, www.cit-
yreliquary.org]. Open 
Thu–Sun, noon–6 pm. $5.

LIKE THE OLD TIMES: The City Reliquary invited dozens of skate 
enthusiasts to enjoy an old school musical skate party in cel-
ebration of its current exhibit “Empire Skate: The Birth of Roller 
Disco.”  Photo by Caroline Ourso

A SUPER GROUP: Members of the Bushwick Book Club will play 
songs inspired by Dean Haspiel’s graphic novel about a Red Hook 
superhero at Barbès in Park Slope on July 25. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

SKATE HOARD
Exhibit celebrates heyday of roller disco with artifacts

the surrounding streets. 
Former Borough Park 

Councilman David Green-

fi eld —  who essentially 
handpicked Councilman 
Kalman Yeger to succeed 
him last year  after he re-
signed following a key 
deadline for competitors to 

register their campaigns — 
funded the entire $2.8-mil-
lion makeover of the Mc-
Donald Avenue playground 
just inside his old district 
before he left offi ce.

The renovation quadru-
pled the size of the park’s 
play area, Greenfi eld said, 
by extending it into space 
formerly occupied by an 
old roller-hockey rink that 

workers ripped out as part 
of the job. 

“Together, we literally 
gutted and rebuilt the entire 
park,” the ex-pol said.

Construction on the park 

— named for Deputy Inspec-
tor Joseph Di Gilio, who 
ran the 70th Precinct back 
in the ’70s — began in May 
2017, following a nearly four-
year design phase.

PLAY

Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 4
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4100 GLENWOOD ROAD 718-859-6500
WWW.GLENWOODMASON.COM

Store Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 6 AM - 5 PM 

Saturday: 6 AM - 4 PM

Authorized Dealer

ON SALE NOW!

ON SALE NOW!

ON SALE NOW!

Thin Brick In Stock

Pavers and Walls
MSI International Stacked 

Stone Veneer
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Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

Fish n Chips
SPECIAL

$1299
INCLUDES CORN OR FRIES

with this coupon only

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

BY JAMES HARNEY
These cyclists are taking 
the ride of a lifetime — to 
save others’ lives.

More than 150 bicyclists 
from around the world will 
pedal their two-wheelers on 
a seven-day, 546-mile jour-
ney across New York State 
this month on a single mis-
sion: to deal a death blow to 
cancer.

Athletes in the fi fth-an-
nual Empire State Ride each 
raised a minimum of $3,500 
to benefi t cancer research 
in order to participate in 
the trek, which a rider from 
Brooklyn praised as a wor-
thy tribute to patients bat-
tling the too-often-deadly 
disease.

“We all know someone 
who has been affected by 
cancer,” said Phil Zodda. 
“This last year I lost a niece 
at just 39 years of age, and 
I have a cousin and a niece 
who fi ght daily for their 
quality of life. I want to 
honor them all, and give of 
myself in a meaningful way 
to help fi nd a cure for can-
cer.”

Cyclists from as far as 
California and the Vir-
gin Islands will convene 
at Staten Island’s Wagner 
College on the morning of 
July 29, before hopping on a 
ferry to Manhattan to start 
the Ride.

The fi rst leg — about 
57 miles — will take rid-
ers up Manhattan’s Hud-
son River and Fort Wash-
ington Park greenways, 
across the George Wash-
ington Bridge, and up to 
a campground near Stony 
Point in Rockland County. 
From there, participants 
will pedal further north 
through the Hudson Val-
ley to Duanesburg, where 
they’ll spend the night at 
another campground. Af-
ter that, the cyclists will cut 
west into central New York 
State, stopping in Albany, 
Utica, Syracuse, and Roch-
ester, before crossing the 
fi nish line in Niagra Falls 
on Aug. 4.  

Zodda is one of the more 
than 32 residents of the New 
York metropolitan area who 
registered for this year’s 
event, each with their own 
personal reasons for sup-
porting the cause. 

A Manhattan cyclist 
who will be pedaling in his 
second Ride said watching 
his wife battle skin cancer 
— which she beat — and his 
friend’s father-in-law fi ght 
pancreatic cancer — which 
tragically killed him — in-
spired his journeys.   

“I look forward to a week 
on the road supporting such 
a worthwhile cause, and to 
seeing my family at the dra-
matic fi nish in front of Ni-
agara Falls again this year,” 
said Matthew Strong.   

The Ride’s organizers ar-
range for rest stops and hy-
dration stations, in addition 
to providing all of the par-
ticipants’ meals, support 
and gear vehicles, camp-
ing accommodations, and 
a bike mechanic. Most cy-
clists will pedal for the full 
seven-day experience, but 
the hosts arranged custom 
routes for some who can’t 
roll for the entire week.

The Empire State Ride 
was founded by avid biker 
Terry Bourgeois as a per-
sonal challenge in 2014. A 

dozen riders joined him the 
following year, and by last 
year the Ride attracted 100 
riders and raised $500,000 
for cancer research, its 
founder said.

“Cancer affects us all in 
some way, and the Empire 
State Ride is an opportunity 
to make an impact while 
having an experience of a 
lifetime,” Bourgeois said. 
“We ride with the goal to 
end cancer, but this unique 
event also offers an amaz-
ing personal challenge to 
riders and the opportunity 
to create lifelong bonds with 
other cyclists, all while see-
ing some of the most scenic 
parts of New York State.”

Proceeds from the Ride 
will fund cancer research 
at the Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute in Buffalo, one of 
the fi rst centers in the coun-
try to be named a National 
Cancer Institute-desig-
nated comprehensive can-
cer center — and upstate 
New York’s only facility 
with the designation. The 
institute founded by Dr. Ro-
swell Park in 1898 is staffed 
by more than 3,200 employ-
ees today.

You can get more infor-
mation and follow the 2018 
Empire State Ride at  www.
empirestateride.com .

Virtuous cycle

HEAVY LIFT: The fi nishers of the 2017 Empire State Ride, a 546-
mile, week-long trek from Staten Island to Niagara Falls, N.Y. to 
benefi t the Roswell Park Cancer Institute, triumphantly raise their 
bikes aloft with majestic Niagara Falls in the background.

Week-long NYC-to-Buffalo bike ride 
raises money to battle cancer
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 

to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these opera-
tions are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 
discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into the 

disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 
have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this 
new FDA approved solution to back pain 
or to set up an appointment for a free con-
sultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-
6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM

WE SUPPORT
AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION’S 

GO RED 
FOR WOMEN

MOVEMENT
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locked in an alliance with 
Councilman Justin Bran-
nan (D–Bay Ridge) by en-
dorsing state Senate can-
didate Andrew Gounardes 
on July 6, saying that he 
believes Gounardes — who 
already has the backing 
of Brannan — will priori-
tize schools and pedestrian 
safety if he wins the seat.   

“I’m proud to endorse 
Andrew Gounardes for 
State Senate, because his 
record of public service 
demonstrates that he is 
the advocate that Southern 
Brooklyn needs in Albany,” 
 Treyger  said.  “As a former 
teacher and Chair of the 
city Council’s Committee 
on Education, I know that 
Andrew will fi ght to give 
our schools the resources 
they need to make sure that 
all kids can succeed. He’ll 
fi ght for pedestrian safety 
and speed cameras that 
keep our streets safe.”

The endorsement was 
something of a surprise 
turnabout for Treyger, be-
cause a political group 
closely affi liated with him, 

the Bay Democrats, had 
previously endorsed Gou-
nardes’s Democratic pri-
mary opponent, Ross Bar-
kan.

But some political in-
siders — who declined to 
be named — are skepti-
cal of the supposed alli-
ance between Brannan and 
Treyger, pointing to their 
 contentious past,  and sug-
gesting that Treyger’s en-
dorsement of Gounardes 

smacked of a back-room 
deal to help a former staffer 
in another primary race. 

Just days after Trey-
ger’s endorsement of Gou-
nardes, Brannan’s chief 
of staff, Chris McCreight, 
dropped out of the race for 
the Coney Island Assembly 
seat vacated when former 
 Assemblywoman Pamela 
Harris resigned  in April. 
That move could improve 
the chances of Tregyer’s 

former chief of staff, Ethan 
Lustig-Elgrably, when he 
faces  off with Mathylde 
Frontus in the Sept. 13 
Democratic primary.

Gounardes did not re-
spond to a request for 
comment by press time, 
and both McCreight and 
Treyger declined to com-
ment. But Brannan denied 
the allegation that the en-
dorsement was part of a 
deal.

“Fake news,” he said. 
One veteran political 

strategist, however, said 
he would not rule out the 
possibility that there was 
a back-room deal, because 
he saw the race for the Co-
ney Island Assembly seat 
as a political football for a 
pair of local pols vying for 
greater power. 

“Why would anybody 
be surprised? The Assem-
bly race has people in it 
with other long-term inter-
ests — the sponsors [Bran-
nan and Treyger] have 
been rumored to want to be 
borough presidents,” said 
Hank Sheinkopf. “All these 
races are test cases for peo-
ple’s power to be elected, 
or who see themselves as 
being infl uential. We have 

a new gang of bosses — 
they’re operating under a 
guise of calling themselves 
progressives, but they’re 
doing the same things ev-
eryone else did.”

McCreight — who is also 
president of Brannan-back-
ing club the Bay Ridge Dem-
ocrats — announced that he 
was abandoning the Assem-
bly race at the July 12 meet-
ing of the club, one month 
to the day after  he fi rst an-
nounced his campaign . The 
next day, he wrote on Twit-
ter that he was disappointed 
to drop out of the race, but 
was doing so to support the 
candidates vying to replace 
Golden and Rep. Dan Dono-
van (R–Bay Ridge).

“To put it bluntly, this 
sucks,”  McCreight wrote 
on Twitter on July 13  in a 
thread that hinted at a deal. 
“But it became increasingly 
clear that my candidacy 
was going to negatively af-
fect our chances of defeat-
ing Marty Golden and Dan 
Donovan in November ... 
That this was used as a 
wedge is wrong but that 
doesn’t make it any less real 
and I concluded that the 
stakes are too high ... we are 
fi ghting fascists now and 

both of them have chosen 
the wrong side of history.”

Brannan lauded Mc-
Creight on Twitter, saying 
that his chief of staff’s deci-
sion to bow out of the race 
was a mark of leadership.

“Easily one of the hard-
est working, most loyal peo-
ple I’ve ever known,”  Bran-
nan wrote . “I couldn’t have 
won my elections without 
Chris and I am proud to 
call him a friend. This is 
what a leader looks like. 
Onward!”

Frontus said she was 
sorry to hear that Mc-
Creight dropped out and 
would continue campaign-
ing for the seat as she had 
all along. 

“I’m sorry to hear that 
McCreight has dropped 
out of the race. I’ve said 
from day one that it’s im-
portant to have represen-
tation from all over the dis-
trict in this race,” she said. 
“With that said, I’ve been 
campaigning in Bay Ridge 
for several months now 
and hope to continue earn-
ing the community’s trust 
come primary day.” 

Lustig-Elgrably could 
not be reached by press 
time.

I challenge 
depression.

DEMOCRATS

EYE TO EYE: Rival councilmen Justin Brannan, left, and Mark 
Treyger, right, have put aside their differences to unite behind one 
candidate to take on state Sen. Marty Golden in November. 
 File photos

Continued from page 1 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED

 

 

  

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They didn’t get to say goodbye.

The parents of the 4-year-old 
killed by a hit-and-run driver who 
ran over her on a Bushwick side-
walk last month sent the girl’s 
body to be buried in their native 
Mexico after a funeral the immi-
grants chose not to attend, due to 
fears their attempt at the Ameri-
can dream would be robbed by be-
ing denied reentry to the country.

Young Luz Gonzalez’s god-
mother said the White House’s 
 crackdown on immigration  led 
her parents — who she said are 
not citizens like their American-
born daughter, but are working to 
apply for green cards — to forgo 
attending her July 3 burial, and 
instead fl y her corpse to the Latin 
American nation alone and hold a 
commemorative service in Kings 
County that same week.

“Right now, with the president 
we have, it’s hard for anyone to 
leave the country and try to come 

back,” said Fabiola Mendieta.
On June 24, motorist Jeanette 

Maria backed out of a Bushwick 
laundromat’s parking lot — which 
the city has since deemed illegal 
and ordered to close — turned, and 
 accelerated into Gonzalez and her 
mother , killing the girl and injur-
ing the mom, then fl ed the scene. 

Cops stopped Maria as she 
drove away from the lot at Hart 
Street and Wyckoff Avenue, but 
did not arrest or charge her, 
prompting Gonzalez’s friends and 
relatives, along with activists,  to 
stage a series  of  marches from the 
laundromat to the 83rd Precinct’s 
Bushwick station house demand-
ing explanations  as to why the 
driver — who some allege is being 
protected by law enforcement due 
to rumored Police Department 
connections — still walks free.

Deciding to stay in Brooklyn 
while their daughter was laid to 
rest in their Mexican hometown 
— where one of Gonzalez’s four 

brothers, grandparents, and other 
kin still live, according to Mend-
ieta — was heart-wrenching for 
the dad, who works at a local busi-
ness, and stay-at-home mom, the 
godmother said.

But the parents, who Mendi-

eta claimed have been questioned 
about their immigration status 
before, ultimately chose to stay 
because going would have likely 
meant they couldn’t return for 
months — forcing them to aban-
don their attempts to seek justice 

for their little girl, she said.
“They really wanted to go with 

her,” said Mendieta, who also leads 
a local Mexican-American advo-
cacy group. “I told them, ‘You have 
to do what you have to do, but if she 
was my kid, I’d want justice.’ ”

Buried alone

IN MEMORIAM: Reyna Candia, right, the mother of 4-year-old Luz Gonzalez, and the girl’s father chose not to attend their 
daughter’s funeral in Mexico due to fears they would be stopped at the border amid the crack down on immigration under 
President Trump, according to Gonzalez’s godmother Fabiola Mendieta, left. File photo by Stefano Giovannini

Fearing immigration crackdown, 
parents skip tot’s funeral in Mexico
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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inal masonry and putting 
up new exterior walls to 
cover their inner caverns, 
according to structural 
engineer Nicole Melendez, 
an employee of construc-
tion fi rm Parsons, which 
put together the restora-
tion scheme in conjunction 
with the Transportation 
Department.

New exteriors need to 
replace the arches’ old fa-
cades since the walls will 
serve as useful load-bear-
ing supports should an 
earthquake hit New York 
City, because without them 
a powerful tremor could po-
tentially lead to a series of 
destructive collapses, said 
Melendez, who presented 
the plan to the commission 
alongside transportation 
bigwigs.

“In a seismic event, 
it would effectively turn 
into a dominos if the walls 
weren’t there,” Melendez 
said.

The old arches’ facades’ 
massive windows, which 
the commission noted 
“seem only to increase the 
colossal size” of the struc-
tures when it  landmarked 
the Brooklyn Bridge in 
1967 , however, will not be 
replaced in the new exte-
rior walls, which will in-
stead feature decorative 
louvers — a set of window-

like slats that allow light to 
pass through.

And the rotting wood 
shutters on either side 
of the old facades’ win-
dows will be swapped for 
weather-resistant steel 
variants that match their 
predecessors’ style, accord-
ing to the plan.      

All of the original mate-
rial removed in the resto-
ration will be catalogued 
and stored, according to 
a Transportation Depart-
ment rep, who said the 
agency would work with 
local museums to display 
the ancient masonry — a 
pledge that failed to sat-
isfy some of the preserva-
tionists, who lamented the 
bridge’s original elements 
that allegedly couldn’t be 
saved.

“It seems like we’re get-
ting a facsimile of what was 
there before,” said one com-
missioner.

Following the commis-
sion’s sign off, work on the 

arches is expected to be-
gin next March, and wrap 
in June 2022, according to 
Transportation Depart-
ment spokeswoman Lolita 
Avila.

The renovation plan 
also calls for cosmetic en-
hancements to the arches 
that line the bridge’s 
Kings County approach, 
including cleaning and re-
pointing the structures’ 
stonework, and similar re-
pairs to the span’s 275-foot 
towers, where reinforcing 
bars will also be installed 
in the four Gothic-style 
arches to help secure the 
century-plus old architec-
ture.   

Those fixes, however, 
did not require a full-
commission vote at the 
meeting, and have yet to 
be signed off on by agency 
administrators, accord-
ing to a spokesman, who 
could not immediately 
say when they will be ap-
proved.

ARCHES

at Stuyvesant High School 
on the distant isle of Man-
hattan. “We realized there 
should be an easier solu-
tion to this that doesn’t re-
quire the user to really do 
anything.”

Melnik’s creation, 
called Securlio Passgen — 
which users can  download 
as a browser extension on 
Google Chrome  — only 
requires users to remem-
ber one master password. 
The technology then cre-
ates and remembers a 
different, hacker-proof 
password — encrypted as 
a string of random num-
bers, letters, and symbols 
— for every website that 
requires a password, Mel-
nik said. 

“It allows you to use the 
same password for every 

single website, yet to each 
and every website it sends 
a different encrypted pass-
word,” he said. “It never 
stores your information 
anywhere, so there’s no 
risk of hacks.”

Melnik created the 
technology with a family 
friend, David Nagil, who 
lives in Florida. The pair 
plan to create an app ver-
sion of the password gener-
ator for smartphones in the 
future, are also in the early 
stages of creating a startup 
company, Securlio, which 
they hope to use to build 
other web-security prod-
ucts, Melnik said. 

But for now, the pair just 
want Securlio Passgen to 
make people’s online lives 
a little bit easier, according 
to Melnik.

“Overall, we just wanted 
to make everything simpler 
and more secure,” he said.

 The third-annual com-

petition, sponsored by 
AT&T and Imagination.
org,  had more than 240 en-
tries from more than 180 
cities worldwide, and se-
lected only fi ve winners, 
separated by age, plus one 
honorable mention. Entries 
were supposed to respond 
to challenges in students’ 
schools and communities, 
and judges made their de-
cision based on originality, 
inspiration, and creativity. 

Melnik said he was 
shocked to fi nd out he won 
the competition for his age 
group when he got the re-
sults in April.

“I was on the bus home 
from school and saw this e-
mail and didn’t even real-
ize what it was at fi rst, and 
as soon as I saw it I was so 
excited,” he said.

In addition to bragging 
rights, Melnik received a 
Samsung tablet, and a cod-
ing kit. 

TEEN

BRIDGE WORK: Renderings show how arches on the Manhattan 
side of the Brooklyn Bridge will look following a more than three-
year-long renovation project. Department of Transportation

Continued from page 1 
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L & M TOURS 

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Vancouver
Trip

Receive a Free Bus Trip after completing a 9-Day or more cruise

Bus Charters

Cruise Destinations

Incredible
ACROBATS OF CHINA

Sunday,
November 4, 2018

$119, $99 & $89
$79 & $59

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
Hundreds of Trip Possibilities

We have 56-seat motorcoaches & 24-seat mini 
buses available for your transportation needs.

Bus Tours - Day & Multi-Day

Vancouver, Rocky Mountains, & Victoria Including Banff, Lake Louise, & Icefi eld
Saturday, August 18 - Friday, August 24, 2018 (7 Days)

$1589 Double, $1539 Triple, $2189 Single
Receive a FREE Bus Day Trip up to $109 upon returning from this trip. 

Everyone will receive a Surprise Gift. 

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE


