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BY BILL ROUNDY
His art has faced some 
bumps in the road!

A Chicago artist 
patched fi ve Brooklyn pot-
holes last week, replacing 
the street hazards with 
elaborate glass and marble 
mosaics showing whimsi-
cal animals — some living 

and some roadkill. But the 
city’s Department of Trans-
portation struck back 
against the unauthorized 
street repairs within days, 
digging up two of the pieces 
and pouring fresh con-
crete. The tile artist said 
that he was taken aback by 
the agency’s response.

“I’m stunned. I can’t 
believe it,” said Jim Ba-
chor. “I’ve put in 67 of these 
things around the country, 
and I’ve never run into this 
kind of blowback.”

The paved-over images 
were part of the “Vermin of 
New York” series, showing 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Call them camera shy. 

All 140 of the city’s school-zone 
speed cameras stopped doling out 
tickets on July 25, after state sena-
tors failed to vote on a new autho-
rization in time, and a Park Slope 
mother whose son was killed by 
a speeding driver knows exactly 
who she blames:  state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge), who she 
said backtracked on a personal 
promise he made to her to get the 
bill passed.

“I hold Marty Golden person-
ally responsible,” said  Amy Co-
hen , co-founder of  Families for 
Safe Streets , who held an  over-
night vigil  outside Golden’s of-
fi ce on June 28, demanding the 
Ridge rep push state Senate Ma-
jority Leader John Flanagan 
(R–Long Island) to call a special 
session to vote on a new speed-
camera bill before the deadline 
passed. 

Now, Cohen said, both men 
will have blood on their hands.

“Children will die, and he and 
Sen. Flanagan and the Republi-
can leadership will have that on 
their conscience and be respon-

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The Gowanus Canal is swal-
lowing this food whole!

The ground beneath a 
seating area outside Gow-
anus’s Whole Foods started 
sinking towards the toxic 
waterway it abuts after 

equipment workers used in 
the Superfund site’s scrub 
shook the land around the 
store, forcing employees 
to rope the space off indef-
initely, according to the 
Feds leading the canal’s 

Continued on page 14
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Famed writer pens Brooklyn comic
BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

Brooklyn is in his blood! 
A Brooklyn native who has 

worked with high-fl ying heroes 
Superman, Batman, and the fu-
turistic Legion of Superheroes 
comes down to earth with his lat-
est comic book, a supernatural po-
lice procedural set in the County 
of Kings. Paul Levitz, who was 
the publisher of DC Comics from 
1989 to 2009, will celebrate the re-
lease of “Brooklyn Blood” at Any-
one Comics in Crown Heights on 
July 27. The comic book writer, ed-
itor, and publisher grew up in East 
Flatbush, and says that after years 
dealing with aliens and alternative 
universes, he was ready to write a 
story about his hometown.

“I wanted to do a police proce-
dural — a form I love reading — 
and Brooklyn was a natural set-
ting as someplace I knew well and 
that was now offi cially cool,” said 
Levitz. “The time is contempo-
rary, maybe a couple of years ago 

when I started it.”
The comic follows Detective 

Billy O’Connor, a Brooklyn cop 
who has recently returned from 
Afghanistan and suffers from 
traumatic memories and halluci-
nations. After he begins investi-
gating a series of occult murders, 
he fi nds it diffi cult to tell the differ-
ence between his visions and the 
bizarre reality he comes across.

Levitz wove stories of deadly 
events from Brooklyn’s past into 
story, enough to make readers’ 
blood run cold.

“The history of Brooklyn and 
its recent changes are a big part 
of the texture of the story,” he 
said. “If you’re interested in the 
worst moments in Brooklyn his-
tory, this book has some goodies 
for you.”

The book’s illustrator, Fort 
Greene artist Tim Hamilton, 
drew plenty of familiar land-
marks for Brooklyn readers, 

Continued on page 14

RATS!: A mosaic of a dead 
rat was gone on July 20.  
 CNG / Bill Roundy

GRAPHIC
VIOLENCE

OUT OF THE 
PICTURE

Pothole art paved overWhole Foods patio 
sinks toward Canal
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Time runs out on 
city speed-cam bill

HOMEGROWN TALE: Former president of DC Comics and Brooklyn native 
Paul Levitz returns to comics with “Brooklyn Blood,” a graphic novel about a 
Brooklyn detective solving occult murders. Tim Hamilton
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THE CHOICE IS YOURS

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
It is fi nally clean-up time.

Commercial corridors 
and other problem areas for 
litter and dumping around 
Sheepshead Bay will re-
ceive daily wastebasket 
pick up and increased san-
itation services starting 
this week, according to the 
local pol who pushed for 
the extra trash collection to 
keep up with the neighbor-
hood’s population boom.

“When you take into ac-
count the increase in pop-
ulation and our environ-
ment, we need to be up to 
par with the resources that 
our sanitation department 
needs,” said Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheep-
shead Bay).

The upgraded service 
will include seven-days-
a-week corner wastebas-
ket collection on commer-
cial corridors as well as 
extra attention from the 
Department of Sanitation 
in known problem areas, 
such as pedestrian plazas 
and under train nestles in 
the area.

The business districts 
that will now be receiving 
corner wastebasket collec-
tions every day are:

• Avenue M
• Kings Highway
• Avenue U
• Sheepshead Bay Road
• Brighton Beach Ave-

nue
• Neptune Avenue
Problem areas for dump-

ing and litter that will now 
be receiving extra atten-
tion from the Department 
of Sanitation include:

• Under train trestles 
(from Avenue M to Avenue 
Z)

• Pedestrian islands on 
Emmons Avenue 

• The Pedestrian plaza 
on Sheepshead Bay Road

• Brighton Beach Av-
enue, between Ocean 
Parkway and Brighton 

16th Street
• Along the train path 

from W. Fifth Street to W. 
Sixth Street, across from 
W. Brighton Avenue

The sanitation service 
increase come as a wel-
come improvement for the 
residents and businesses in 
the neighborhood, accord-
ing to community honchos. 

“A lot of our commercial 
strips are really becoming 
fi lthy,” said Theresa Scavo, 
chairwoman of Commu-
nity Board 15. “This is go-
ing to do the trick and will 
make the avenues a little 
more welcoming.”

The more available 
wastebaskets are dotted 
around busy thorough-
fares, the better, said one 
Sheepshead Bay commu-
nity organizer who has 
been a longtime advocate 
for increased waste collec-
tion in the area.

“Some communities 
have been taking away 
litter baskets, but the fact 
is that if there’s a basket 
people are more likely to 
use it and not throw their 
litter on the ground,” said 
Bay Improvement Group 

president Steve Barisson.
Businesses along Sheep-

shead Bay Road have been 
complaining about the 
trash problem for years. In 
2015, small businesses told 
local councilmen, includ-
ing Deutsch, that  ubiqui-
tous litter contributed to 
an unwelcoming atmo-
sphere  that was hurting 
business. 

“The trash piles up all 
the time, especially over 
the weekend, so it’s a mess,” 
Barisson said. “So the fact 
that the councilman said 
he’s going to take care of 
the pedestrian malls such 
as the one on Emmons Av-
enue is awesome.”

The increased service 
will address the unsightly 
trash overfl owing onto the 
streets and make for a bet-
ter atmosphere for every-
one, Scavo said. 

“We’ve heard from busi-
ness owners and residents 
constantly that the baskets 
have been overfl owing over 
the years, asking why they 
aren’t picked up more of-
ten,” Scavo said. “So with 
the funding now, this will 
be taken care of.”

Cleaner sweep

SPECIAL CARE: Sheepshead Bay Road and other trash-plagued 
corridors in the neighborhood are going to be getting extra atten-
tion from the Department of Sanitation. File photo by Steve Schnibbe

Sheepshead Bay to get additional trash 
collection on commercial corridors

The source for news in 
your neighborhood:
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
A judge stayed the deportation of un-
documented immigrant Pablo Vil-
lavicencio-Calderon and demanded 
he be immediately released from 
detention on July 24, nearly two 
months after  Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement agents detained 
the pizza delivery man at Fort Ham-
ilton Army Base on June 1 . 

 U.S. District Judge Paul Crotty 
wrote  that even though Pablo Vil-
lavicencio-Calderon was in the 
country illegally, he had always 
abided by the law and consequently 
deserved to be reunited with his 
family.

“Although he stayed in the 
United States unlawfully and is 
currently subject to a fi nal order 
of removal, he has otherwise been 
a model citizen,” Crotty worte. “He 
has no criminal history. He has 
paid his taxes. And he has worked 
diligently to provide for his fam-
ily.” 

Crotty also noted that Villavi-
cencio-Calderon’s freedom will al-
low him the chance to resume the 
paperwork process he began in 
February to regularize his immi-
gration status. And the decision 

stipulates that the only way Villavi-
cencio-Calderon can be deported in 
the future is if the Citizenship and 
Immigration Services agency de-
nies any of his three applications, 
or if Villavicencio-Calderon com-
mits a crime after his papers were 
approved.

Democratic pols reacted to the 
news with delight. Gov. Cuomo 
called Villavicencio-Calderon’s re-
lease “a victory for New Yorkers 
and for basic human rights,” but 
said that the delivery man should 
have never been detained in the 
fi rst place. 

“There was absolutely no legiti-
mate reason to lock up Mr. Villavi-
cencio and take him from his wife 
and children, and I am relieved 
that he will fi nally be reunited with 
his family,” Cuomo said in a state-
ment.

Local pols Rep. Nydia Velazquez 
(D–Sunset Park), Councilman Car-
los Menchaca (D–Sunset Park), and 
Councilman Justin Brannan (D–
Bay Ridge) also chimed in to cele-
brate the judge’s decision. 

Earlier in the day, lawyers repre-
senting the federal government and 
Villavicencio-Calderon sparred at 

a hearing before Crotty in Manhat-
tan Federal Court over whether or 
not he should remain detained at 
Hudson County Correctional Facil-
ity in New Jersey. 

The chief of the U.S. Attorney’s 
Offi ce Immigration Unit, Joe Cord-
aro, argued that Villavicencio-Cal-
deron should remain detained since 
he  overstayed a 2010 voluntary de-
portation order and consequently 
had an active arrest warrant on fi le . 

But Villavicencio-Calderon’s 
lawyers from the Legal Aid Society, 
Gregory Copeland and Sarah Gill-
man, insisted that he should be re-
leased from detention so that he can 
be with his family and resume his 
immigration application, adding 
that they had just received word that 
the government had scheduled the 
delivery man’s fi rst interview in the 
immigration process for Aug. 21 af-
ter his wife  — a U.S. citizen — fi led 
initial paperwork back in Feburary.  

But most of the courtroom’s 
charged back-and-forth occurred 
between Crotty and Cordaro, as the 
judge slammed him with questions 
about the legal basis of Villavicen-
cio-Calderon’s detention, asking 

NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE: Protesters gathered at Manhattan Federal Court on July 24 to demand the release of undocumented 
pizza-delivery man Pablo Villavicencio-Calderon.  Photo by Trey Pentecost

WELCOME ABOARD: The Ocean Queen Rockstar, the fi rst of six 350-
seat boats to join the NYC Ferry system, took its maiden voyage on 
July 21. Economic Development Corporation 

Making a splash

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s ferry-good news!

The fi rst super-sized boat 
to join the city’s fl eet of fer-
ries started shuttling com-
muters across the East River 
last weekend, allowing even 
more straphangers to trade 
trips through  crumbling 
subway stations  for travel on 
the high seas, according to 
leaders of the service.

“We are thrilled about the 
arrival of the newest and larg-
est NYC Ferry vessel,” said 
Cameron Clark, a bigwig at 
ferry operator Hornblower, 
which oversees the nautical-
transit system along with of-
fi cials at the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation. 
“We will continue to collabo-
rate with NYCEDC to accom-
modate the high-ridership 
numbers and excitement of 
our riders.”  

The new 350-seat ferry, 
which holds 200 more pas-
sengers than the boats that 
set sail when the  system de-
buted last year , started sail-
ing the Rockaway route on 
July 21, shuttling back and 
forth between the outer bor-
oughs of Queens and Man-
hattan with a stop at the 
Brooklyn Army Terminal in 
Sunset Park along the way 
on some trips. One-way pas-
sage on the boat costs $2.75 — 
the same price as a trip on its 
smaller sister ships, and on 
any subway.   

The vessel, named Ocean 
Queen Rockstar by  young 
students  at a Queens pub-
lic school, journeyed more 
than 2,000 miles from waters 
off the Gulf Coast to its new 
home in New York Harbor, 
according to a service spokes-
woman, who said the boat, 
when not carrying passen-

gers, docks at NYC Ferry’s 
in-the-works “home port” at 
Fort Greene’s Brooklyn Navy 
Yard — which could open to 
commuters as soon as this 
fall, once brass at the quasi-
municipal Brooklyn Navy 
Yard Development Corpora-
tion  fi nish construction on 
the landing , the rep said.   

The roughly 97-foot-
long and 27-foot-wide Ocean 
Queen Rockstar features six 
dedicated spots for bicycles, 
another half-dozen for wheel-
chairs, 162 indoor seats on 
its lower deck, and 182 out-
door seats on its upper deck, 
where additional benches of-
fer more spots to plop down. It 
is the fi rst of six 350-capacity 
vessels to join the NYC Ferry 
fl eet, two more of which will 
start fl oating later this year, 
with the fi nal three hitting 
the water sometime in 2019, 
the spokeswoman said.

The big boat’s arrival fol-
lowed Mayor DeBlasio’s May 
pledge of an additional $300 
million in capital funding 
for the ferry system, which 
offi cials expect will serve 
some 9 million New Yorkers 
by 2023, now that  all six of its 
routes  are up and running. 

But the super-sized ship 
still pales in comparison to 
others that regularly cruise 
New York Harbor, which in-
clude such hulking vessels as 
the 505-seat Seastreak crafts 
that shuttle passengers from 
Manhattan to faraway New 
Jersey; the Staten Island 
Ferry boats, the largest of 
which can shuttle  some 6,000 
passengers  from the Rock to 
Manhattan, and the massive 
 Queen Mary 2 cruise ship , 
which packs around 3,000 
riders on its journeys from 
Brooklyn to England.

Special delivery!
Judge stops deportation of undocumented 

pizza-delivery man, demands release from jail

Ferry launches fi rst jumbo boat

Continued on page 12
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I challenge 
depression.

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s a dot-button issue. 

A Tuesday meeting to 
discuss plans for some of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
last undeveloped land be-
neath its namesake span 
quickly devolved into back-
and-forth bickering about 
dots, leading an exasper-
ated member of the green 
space’s community-advi-
sory group to question why 
some of her colleagues even 
bothered to show up.  

“I wonder, to make this 
conversation more produc-
tive, is it really the dots we 
want to talk about?” said 
Nancy Webster, who holds 
a seat on the privately run 
park’s Community Advi-
sory Council, a body that 
solicits locals’ input on 
projects within it, and runs 
the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy, its fund-rais-

ing and programming arm. 
“We have a presentation 
that has content in it, why 
don’t we talk about that?”

The dot debate broke out 
while professors and stu-
dents from Clinton Hill’s 
Pratt Institute presented 
fi ndings from a survey they 
conducted earlier this year 
about how residents want 
meadow keepers to use the 
empty space directly under-
neath the bridge between 
Water Street and the East 
River, which is the only 
chunk of the 85-acre park 
that lacks a fi nal plan, now 
that work to transform  the 
hilly land near Pier 2 into 
a sloped lawn with seating 
and a giant water feature is 
set to kick off this fall .

The university team 
recommended the space be 
designed to accommodate 
events and activities in the 

spring, fall, and winter — 
such as small concerts, fes-
tivals, and an ice-skating 
rink — but left open enough 
to simply serve as a pedes-
trian hangout in the sum-
mer months, when massive 
crowds pack the area.

It would feature ameni-
ties including bathrooms, 
food vendors, and signage, 
as well as seasonal ele-
ments such as ice sculp-
tures and fi re pits in the 
colder months, according 
to the Pratt group’s pre-
sentation, which also sug-
gested converting the cur-
rent Luke’s Lobster shack 
just off Water Street into a 
visitors’ center, and plant-
ing a new garden adjacent 
to that center, along with 
a second patch along the 
East River in honor of Em-
ily Warren Roebling,  the 
woman who shepherded 

the iconic infrastructure 
to completion .

The advisory council, 
whose input guides deci-
sions made by green-space 
bigwigs at the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Corporation, 
contracted the univer-
sity team to host its initial 
workshop on the space in 
May, after the group passed 
a resolution last year that 
called for such a session in 

order to rethink the bridge-
covered parcel’s purpose 
 because some members 
weren’t sold on park lead-
ers’ plan to turn it into a 
grand public plaza .

At the May workshop, 
participants toured the 
area beneath the span, 
then broke out into groups 
to brainstorm ideas for the 
space, which hosts recorded 
on a white board that at-

tendees were then asked to 
mark with dot stickers that 
indicated what recommen-
dations excited them the 
most.       

But some on the advi-
sory council took issue 
with the exercise, claim-
ing certain people used 
all their dots on one item, 
while others spread theirs 
out amongst a selection of 

Lost in the dot matrix

CONNECTING THE DOTS: Members of Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Community Advisory Council fell into a 
debate about dots during a meeting with Pratt Insitute representatives to discuss the results of a sur-
vey about what to do with undeveloped parkland beneath the bridge, which is some of the meadow’s 
last unused space. File photo by Ruth Brown

Debate over tiny spots consumes meeting 
on designs for parkland beneath B’Bridge

Continued on page 12
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“What Should I Do To Get A Loan?”

1750 86th Street
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9921 FOURTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11209
MAIN: 718.833.7616                                COSMETIC: 718.833.2793

www.BayRidgeDerm.com

DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.
GRACE LASELVA-CUTUGNO, RPA-C

JACQUELINE LEVINE, RPA-C

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
Our Doctors are well versed in the latest

Medical Treatments including Mohs Micrographic Surgery, 
Narrow Band UVB, Biologic Therapy

A C N E   E C Z E M A   W A R T S

Botox & Facial Fillers 
Hair Laser Removal, Chemical Peels,  
Microdermabrasion, Fractional Resurfacing

Tattoo Removal, Sclerotherapy (Vein Treatment) 

“Join us every Tuesday for Cosmetic Dermatology”

BAY RIDGE SKIN & CANCER 
DERMATOLOGY, P.C.

BY BEN VERDE
They learned how to save a 
life — or nine.

More than a dozen ani-
mal lovers learned how to 
give vital mouth-to-snout 
resuscitation to their 
furry friends at a Brooklyn 
Heights rescue’s fi rst-aid 
seminar on Wednesday.

The class, led by an ex-
pert in dog and cat cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation, 
or CPR, taught attendees 
how to spring into action if 
Fido’s heart, or those of his 
feline nemeses, ever sud-
denly stop beating. 

“It’s good knowledge to 
have, being a cat lover and 
a pet owner,” said Judy Sta-
chow, who works as a pet-
sitter.

Instructor Adam Per-
nice — a former medic at 
Long Island College Hospi-
tal  before the Cobble Hill 
medical center closed and 
was bought by a developer  
— schooled roughly 20 par-
ticipants in the technique 
during the three-hour les-
son at Atlantic Avenue’s 
Brooklyn Cat Cafe between 
Henry and Clinton streets.

Pernice, with aid from 
a rubber pooch, demon-
strated how to perform the 
procedure on pups, which 
requires covering a mutt’s 
mouth, delivering a breath 
of air into its nostrils, and 
checking for a pulse by feel-
ing one of two arteries near 
where its legs meets its 
groin. If no pulse is found, 
you perform around 30 
chest compressions before 
repeating the cycle, the in-
structor said.

The procedure is more 
or less the same for cats, 
except you breathe into 
its mouth and close off its 
nose — not unlike human 
CPR.

No live animals par-
ticipated in the session, al-
though some of the Cafe’s 
adoptable cats looked on 
as students practiced the 
technique.

The pro also taught at-
tendees what to do if fur-
balls choke on their fa-
vorite treat — large dogs 
receive a version of the 
Heimlich maneuver, in 

which a you get behind the 
beasts and deliver abdomi-
nal thrusts; small dogs and 
cats are held in your hands 
facing downward, and you 
pat their backs to expel 
whatever is lodged in their 
throats — as well as how to 
treat pets for hypothermia, 
hyperthermia, allergic re-
actions, seizures, drown-
ings, and car-accident 
wounds. 

Attendees left the course 
certifi ed in performing an-
imal CPR, but Pernice re-
minded them that their 
newfound skill should not 
replace treatment from an 

expert in the event of a seri-
ous incident.

“Just because we do it, 
does not mean we’re going 
to have a good outcome,” he 
said.

And the instructor en-
couraged his pupils to keep 
an eye out for little things 
at home that could lead to 
big problems if ingested 
by pets, including exposed 
electrical outlets and poi-
sonous houseplants.

“You have to pet-proof 
your home,” Pernice said. 
“Our pets are like kids, 
constantly putting things 
in their mouth.”

Safety fur-st!

BREATH OF LIFE: (Top) A human practiced delivering mouth-to-
snout resuscitation on a rubber pooch during a dog and cat car-
diopulmonary resuscitation course at Brooklyn Heights’s Brooklyn 
Cat Cafe. (Above) The Atlantic Avenue shelter’s adoptable cats 
were on hand during the seminar. Photo by Jason Speakman

Locals learn pet CPR at shelter’s safety class
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a dead rat and a dead pigeon 
in Fort Greene and Pros-
pect Heights, respectively. 
Bachor completed the fi ve-
part series in Manhattan, 
with images of a cockroach, 
Donald Trump’s face, and a 
bouquet of fl owers. He sus-
pects that the content of the 
series may have provoked 
the ire of the transporta-
tion board, but says that he 
did not intend the art as a 
slight on Gotham.

“It’s not a statement on 
New York,” said Bachor. 
“All I’m really doing is 
trying to make it iconic, 
and hopefully pretty at the 
same time. Some people 
have said ‘Oh, how pretty 
that dead rat is.’ ”

Bachor and his team 
spent several days on the 
project, setting up cones 
around the potholes, mix-
ing up the concrete, slowly 
lowering in the mosaic, and 
then allowing it to dry over 
the course of 10 to 12 hours, 

he said. He did not seek 
permission from the city 
for his project, and kept his 
head down when authori-
ties drove past. He had no 
troubles when installing 
the pieces, Bachpor said.

“I’ve had a couple of 
brief conversations with 
city workers going by,” Ba-
chor said. “They don’t re-
ally care.”

His mistake, said Ba-
chor, was in revealing the 
exact locations of the mosa-
ics in an interview with the 
New York Post. A spokes-
woman for the agency  told 
the New York Post  that it 
would cover the mosaics 
because “drivers might be 
distracted by the art.”

However, three of his 
project depicting woodland 
creatures still remain on 
Brooklyn streets. Those 
three, showing a fox, an ot-
ter, and an owl, were cre-
ated in collaboration with 
the camping rental site 
 Tentrr.com , which is host-
ing a social media scaven-
ger hunt for the critters. 

Those who want to see 
the remaining art should 
look for the fox in Bush-
wick, the otter in Dumbo, 
and the owl near Prospect 
Park, according to the con-
test website. But you should 
look for them soon, said Ba-
chor — they might not last 

“I think they’re prob-
ably okay,” he said. “As far 
as I know they’re still safe. 
Hopefully they last a little 
longer.”

HOLE-Y MAN: Jim Bachor installs one of his elaborate mosaics in 
a Brooklyn pothole.  Sasha Charoensub

Continued from page 1 

MOSAICS

BY BILL ROUNDY
Call them ladies who lager!

A week-long celebration of women 
in craft beer will belly up to Brook-
lyn next month. The Beers Without 
Beards Festival, happening on Aug. 
7–12, aims to show that female brew-
ers have a place in the industry — 
and they always have, said the festi-
val’s organizer.

“What many people might not 
know is that women were the O.G. 
brewers,” said Grace Weitz. “With 
the Egyptians and Sumerians, 
women were historically the ones 
brewing in those communities. It’s 
when brewing moved out of the pri-
vate sphere, out of the home, that 
men took over.”

There have been no comprehen-
sive studies of women in craft beer, 
but most estimate show that women 
are about 30 percent of the audience 
and creators of craft beer, said the 
Crown Heights organizer, which 
she attributes to historic marketing 
trends. 

“I like to say that men have 150-
year head start in terms of market-
ing,” she said. “Beer, like Budweiser 
and Miller,  has been solely marketed 
to men  — often with kind of demor-
alizing ads, featuring women in not 
many clothes. That’s been a barrier 
to women.”

But the best way to break down 
those barriers is with a friendly ses-
sion over a beer, said Weitz — hence 
the festival.

“The whole point is for men 
and women to come together 
in the same space,” she 
said. “We want 
to share a beer 
with some-
one and talk 
about how to 
highlight the 
role of women in 
the industry.”

Events that 
week include 
dinners and 
panel discussions in Manhattan and 
Queens, along with a trivia session 
with the Beerded Ladies in Clin-

ton Hill on Aug. 8, a Beer and Yoga 
event in Sunset Park on Aug. 12, 
and a guided beer tasting session 
in Boerum Hill the same day, led by 
beer expert Anne Becerra.

The highlight of the week will be 
a women-focused beer tasting festi-

val on Aug. 11 in Bushwick. The 
event will feature 23 brewer-

ies, 14 of them owned or co-
owned by women, 

and the others 
with women 
in prominent 
roles. The day 

will be a party, 
said Weitz, with a 

female dee-jay, food 
from the woman-
owned Stuf’d 
sandwich truck, 

and a chance to pose with cut-outs 
of the Beers Without Beards mas-
cot, an as-yet unnamed redheaded 

woman toting two kegs at once.
The mascot was inspired by a 

trend, said Weitz — while male brew-
ers are notable for their beards, fe-
male beer makers stand out for their 
muscles.

“To me, what’s stood out about ev-
ery female brewer that I’ve seen has 
been their strength,” she said. “It’s a 
physically demanding job — you’re 
carrying 50-pound bags of grain, or 
you’re picking up kegs.”

Beers Without Beers Tasting Fes-
tival at the Well [272 Meserole St. be-
tween Waterbury Street and Bush-
wick Avenue in Bushwick, (347) 
338–3612, www.hopculture.com]. $50 
($75 VIP). Noon–4 pm.

Beer Tasting Workshop with 
Anne Becerra at St. Gambrinus [533 
Atlantic Ave. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Boerum Hill, (347) 
763–2261, www.stgambrinusbeer.
com]. Aug. 12 at 1 pm. $20.

OTTER CHECK IT OUT: Jim 
Bachor patched a pothole with 
this mosaic of an otter, in an 
undisclosed location in Dumbo. 
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‘We can brew it,’ say women
Brooklyn beer festival focuses on female craft brewers

SIP SISTERS: The Beers With(out) Beards Festival will celebrate women in craft beer, 
said organizer Grace Weitz. Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6212 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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Member FDICeNorthfield.com | (833) 833-NFBK

(1) Important Account Information
Service Fee: MyChecking has no monthly service fee when you do one of the following each 
statement cycle: 1) maintain a minimum average monthly balance of $500; OR, 2) have a 
recurring direct deposit totaling $500 or more; OR, 3) perform 10 POS debit card transactions.  
Otherwise, an $8.00 monthly service fee will apply.  MyChecking Student and MyChecking 60+ 
have no monthly minimum balance requirements and no monthly service fee.

(2) Important Bonus Information 
Bonus reward offer is available to new MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking Student 
customers who do not have an existing or prior Northfield checking account AND who meet the 
required qualifying criteria within 90 calendar days from account opening.  Qualifying criteria 
is defined as maintaining a $500 average monthly balance in the new account AND having a 
monthly recurring direct deposit of $500 or more, AND performing 10 point of sale debit card 
transactions per month.  Qualifying direct deposits are recurring electronic deposits of your 
paycheck, pension, or government benefits. Person-to-person and transfers between your 
Northfield account or accounts you have at other financial institutions do not qualify.  Once 
the offer criteria is met, the bonus reward will be credited to the new MyChecking account no 
later than 30 business days following the end of  the 90 day period.   Account must remain 
open, active, in good standing and in the same product type through the qualifying period to 
receive the bonus. The bonus will be reported as taxable income to the IRS on a 1099-INT.  Offer 
is effective as of 07/06/18 and may be withdrawn at any time and is subject to change without 
notice.  One bonus per household.  

OPEN A MYCHECKING 
ACCOUNT AND EARN 

350$
Open a Northfield Bank MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, 

or MyChecking Student(1) and perform the following 

over the first 90 days to earn $350(2).

Recurring 

direct deposit 

of $500 or 

more

$500 average 

monthly 

balance 

10 POS 

debit card 

transactions 

per month

cleanse.
“As we were experi-

menting, a couple things 
happened, and some of the 
soft material that you see 
here settled,” Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
Regional Administrator 
Pete Lopez said outside 
the Third Street grocer on 
Monday. “I wouldn’t say it’s 
dangerous, but I don’t want 
people walking there.”

The dirt underneath 
the tables and chairs on 
the brick promenade along 
the canal’s Fourth Street 
Turning Basin shifted 
amid a pilot dredging-and-
capping program in the ba-
sin, which  stalled last year 
after workers realized the 
massive machines they 
used to install new bulk-
heads along that section of 
the channel too powerfully 
struck its banks , creating 
fi ssures in nearby build-
ings and land — including 
that beneath the al fresco 
hangout.

But those vibrations did 
not affect the Whole Foods 
building itself, which Lo-
pez assured is safe from 
collapse.

“The main structure, as 
we understand it, is solid,” 
he said. “We will keep a 
close eye on it because of 
course we don’t want any-
one to be hurt, or any dam-
age.”

The polluters who con-
taminated  Brooklyn’s Nau-
tical Purgatory  and are re-
quired to foot the bill for its 
cleanup, including utility 
company National Grid, 
will now also be charged 

with the cost to repair the 
grocer’s waterfront espla-
nade, according to Lopez, 
who said the Amazon-
owned supermarket won’t 
have to spend a dime to fi x 
the pedestrian space it paid 
to create.

“We don’t expect Whole 
Foods to pay. I think they 
like us, we promised to fi x 
their property,” he said. 

But the grocery store’s 
patrons won’t be able to 
munch on its produce along 
the putrid canal until the 
slow-going pilot program 
wraps, because Lopez’s col-
league said the Feds must 
fi nish that work before 
turning their attention to 
the plummeting prome-
nade, where Whole Foods 
staff posted signs advising 
“caution, watch your step” 
and that it will be “closed 
until further notice due to 
ongoing cleanup efforts” in 
the meantime.

“The next step is to fi n-
ish off this pilot project, 
and when the work is done 
this is all going to get re-
paired,” said Environmen-
tal Protection Agency big-
wig Walter Mugdan.

And although the initial 
dredging-and-capping pro-
gram is progressing, Lopez 
said it’s still moving slower 
than expected, and likely 
won’t end until the fall at 
the earliest — roughly six 
months later than planned.

“We think it will con-
tinue into the fall. We’re go-
ing to be here for some time 
doing the project,” he said.

But the offi cials — who 
gathered near the Fourth 
Street Turning Basin on 
Monday to celebrate the 
one-year anniversary of a 
task force set up to stream-
line the federal agency’s 
Superfund program by its 
now-disgraced former head 
Scott Pruitt — said their 
old boss’s departure won’t 
muck up the canal’s al-
ready in-motion cleanse.

“We’re full steam 
ahead,” said Lopez.  

Still, another Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
staffer would not even at-
tempt to guess when the 
entire purge will wrap — 
noting that years of work 
remain  despite the 2022 end 
date offi cials fi rst gave the 
project  — or how much its 
current $506-million price 
tag may balloon due to hic-
cups, such as the sinking 
esplanade, that arise along 
the way.

“It’s going to be a num-
ber of years before we’re ac-
tually back here and doing 
dredging, and then there 
are three to four years’ 
worth of fi eld work for us 
to actually implement it,” 
said John Prince. “It’s go-
ing to take longer than we 
could estimate a few years 
ago. That’s as close as we’re 
going to get.”

UNSTEADY GROUND: Staff at Whole Foods in Gowanus shuttered the store’s outdoor pedestrian 
promenade along the Gowanus Canal because the ground beneath it started sinking towards the fetid 
channel due to work performed as part of the waterway’s ongoing federally led cleanse. 

SINKING
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Continued from page 1 

YOU BROKE IT: The Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s 
dredger caused the dirt be-
neath the seating area to shift. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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4100 GLENWOOD ROAD 718-859-6500
WWW.GLENWOODMASON.COM

Store Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 6 AM - 5 PM 

Saturday: 6 AM - 4 PM

Authorized Dealer

ON SALE NOW!

ON SALE NOW!

ON SALE NOW!

Thin Brick In Stock

Pavers and Walls
MSI International Stacked 

Stone Veneer
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
A young couple who fl ed 
death threats in their native 
Iraq when they were teen-
agers are now raising their 
young daughter in Sheep-
shead Bay with the support 
of a Downtown group that 
helps immigrants and refu-
gees resettle in Brooklyn.

The couple’s journey be-
gan one night in July 2014, 
when  notoriously danger-
ous  Iran-backed  Shia mili-
tiamen  knocked on the door 
of then-19-year-old Jaafar 
Mohammed Al-Khafaji’s 
family home in Baghdad, 
where he lived with his 
pregnant wife, Doaa Al-
masoodi, Al-Khafaji said. 
The Shia militiamen de-
manded that Al-Khafaji 
and his brothers join their 
fi ght against Islamic State 
— or else, he told this pa-
per. 

“They said, ‘you have to 
be with us, to join our group 
— if not, you’re going to be 
killed or you have to leave 
your home,’ ” Al-Khafaji 
said through a translator.

When the militiamen be-
gan shooting their rifl es in 
the air outside, Almasoodi 
fainted out of fear, accord-
ing to the couple. An hour 

later, when the militiamen 
had dispersed, the couple 
fl ed with Al-Khafaji’s fam-
ily in the dead of night, 
leaving behind everything 
— including baby clothes 
for their unborn daughter, 
they said. 

“I was preparing for the 
baby shower for my daugh-
ter, buying a lot of stuff, 
and I left it all behind,” 
said Almasoodi through a 
translator. 

The couple went to live 
with Almasoodi’s relatives 
in a suburb about 10 miles 
west of Baghdad, they said, 
and fl ed within days to An-
kara, the capital of Turkey, 
with a group of Al-Khafaji’s 
family members. Life was 
diffi cult in Turkey —  where 
refugees face discrimina-
tion  and  even death  — they 
said.

But when United Na-
tions workers learned 
about the young couple’s 
circumstances — includ-
ing Almasoodi’s pregnancy 
— they set up an interview 
to start building their case 
to fl ee to the U.S. as refu-
gees just two months after 
they arrived in Turkey, ac-
cording to the couple. And 
a month later, in October 

2014, Almasoodi gave birth 
to the couple’s daughter, 
Sema, they said. 

Nearly three years later, 
in August 2017, the fam-
ily fi nally fl ew to the U.S. 
Once in Brooklyn, they 
joined Almasoodi’s par-
ents — who had previously  
fl ed to the U.S. after they 
received threats — at their 
Bensonhurst home, where 
they could fi nally enjoy the 
peace that they lacked in 
Baghdad, Almasoodi said.

“We were so relieved 
and happy to come to the 
U.S.,” Almasoodi said. 

Almasoodi’s parents 
helped the couple adjust 
to life in their new coun-
try, making their transi-
tion much easier than it 
would’ve been otherwise, 
she said.   

“We don’t speak the 
language, and they speak 
the language,” Almasoodi 
said. “A lot of things we 
don’t know, they help us 
and guide us. If we came 
by ourselves and we didn’t 
know anyone here, it would 
be much more diffi cult for 
us.”

Earlier this year, Al-
masoodi’s parents helped 

A HAPPY HOME: Jaafar AlKhafaji and his wife, Doaa Almasoodi, are raising their 3-year-old daughter, 
Sema, in Sheepshead Bay after they fl ed death threats in their native Iraq in 2014. 
 

A safe harbor
Refugee couple who fl ed death threats 

in Iraq starts new life in Sheepshead Bay

Continued on page 14

Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

Fish n Chips
SPECIAL

$1299
INCLUDES CORN OR FRIES

with this coupon only

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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their favorite pitches. 
“A lot of people took their dots and 

put it on one thing,” group member Ka-
trin Adams said at the recent meeting 
at Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation’s 
Furman Street headquarters. 

Others members complained that 
a security guard abruptly ended the 
previous workshop by forcing attend-
ees to leave at 9 pm — before they got a 
chance to return to the white board for 
a second round of dot sticking.

“Everybody got to do their fi ve or 
six dots, but nobody did their second-
ary dots, because nobody had time,” 
said Doreen Gallo. 

A Pratt presenter urged the advi-
sory group to focus less on the dots, 
arguing its real problems were with 
specifi c recommendations themselves, 
such as the ice-skating rink, which 
drew criticism from some members at 
the recent session and past meetings 
about plans for the space.

“If the results mirrored the senti-
ments of the people in this room, there 
would be no question about the meth-
odology,” said John Shapiro, the chair-
man of Pratt Institute’s Graduate Cen-
ter for Planning and the Environment.

And not all advisory-council mem-
bers despised the dots. The group’s 
chairman commended the Pratt team’s 
novel data-gathering technique, given 
its limited resources.

“Given the time we had, it was prob-
ably as good as any other method,” Pe-
ter LaBonte said following the meet-
ing.

Shapiro and his university col-
leagues — who are set to present a fi -
nal version of their fi ndings to the ad-
visory council sometime next month 
— will not actually design any of the 
parkland beneath the bridge, however, 
but may simply inform stewards’ plan 
for the area with their suggestions, ac-
cording to a meadow spokeswoman.

“We will review it and take all rec-
ommendations into account as we tran-
sition into the design process,” said 
Sarah Krauss.

DOTS
how the Feds justifi ed keep-
ing the delivery man locked 
up and away from his family 
when he had no criminal re-
cord. 

“Why is he being de-
tained? Is he a threat to the 
communty?” Crotty asked. 
“What is the danger to the 
community for a man who’s 
committed no crimes?” 

But Cordaro replied that 
the federal government 
didn’t take Villavicencio-
Calderon’s lack of a criminal 
past into account when they 
decided to detain him. 

“That’s not really the 
analysis that the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
uses,” Cordaro said.

Crotty demanded a better 
answer.  

“What do they use?” he 

questioned. 
Cordaro said he could 

not answer that question on 
behalf of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Later, the judge asked 
the lawyer if the case mat-
tered in the grand scheme of 
things and if the government 
was really handling Villavi-
cencio-Calderon’s case with 
justice in mind.

“What difference does 
this make in terms of the 
larger issues facing the 
country?” Crotty asked. “Is 
there any concept of justice 
here?”

Cordaro replied by re-
minding Crotty that Villav-
icencio-Calderon overstayed 
a voluntary deportation or-
der, but Crotty quipped that 
that infraction amounted to 
human error — and one that 
didn’t justify ripping the de-
livery man away from his 
family forever. 

“He made a mistake,” the 
judge said. 

The courthouse’s over-
fl ow room, where a few dozen 
spectators and protesters 
had gathered to watch the 
proceedings, erupted in ap-
plause and cheers at Crotty’s 
apparent defense of Villavi-
cencio-Calderon. 

But then Crotty pushed 
the delivery man’s defense 
team to explain why he had 
remained undocumented for 
so long. 

“What took him so long?” 
Crotty asked. “He was here 
for almost 10 years before 
he started the immigration 
process.” 

Villavicencio-Calderon’s 
lawyers replied that he had to 
“overcome hurdles” with the 
logistics of fi ling the lengthy 
paperwork and may have 
been worried about the “dan-
ger” involved with revealing 
his undocumented status. 

BY BEN VERDE
It was a night to remember some-
one who remembered everyone 
else.

New York’s Bravest were out in 
force Friday evening for the tenth 
annual “Heroes Night” at the Wall 
of Remembrance outside MCU 
Park in Coney Island. Firefi ght-
ers formed a line that stretched 
the length of the monument, and 
a prayer ceremony was held in 
front of the wall, which stands as 
a tribute to lives lost on 9–11.

“The important thing is, they 
should never be forgotten,” said 
monument founder Sol Moglen. 
“It’s like a torch that you pass to 
the next generation.”

This years ceremony also hon-
ored the life of retired FDNY Capt. 
John Vigiano Sr., who lost two 
sons, Firefi ghter John Vigiano, 
Jr. and NYPD Detective Joseph 
Vigiano, when they were killed 
on  9–11.

After suffering that tragic loss, 
the elder Vigiano devoted his life 
to helping fellow fi rst responders. 
He passed away this month at age 
79 after a battle with cancer.

“Here was a guy whose heart 
was broken, and yet it didn’t stop 
him from bringing strength to 
others,” Rabbi Joseph Potasnik, 
a former FDNY chaplain, said of 
Vigiano. “A rare person, a real 
hero.”

NY’s Bravest are honored at 
ceremony outside MCU Park

WALL OF HEROES: (Above) New York’s Bravest lined up in front of the 
monument to pay respect to those who died on 9-11 at the 10th annual 
Heroes’ Night, featuring a prayer at the Wall of Remembrance (left, top) 
before the night’s Cyclones game, and the unfurling of a giant star-span-
gled banner (left, bottom). Photos by Jon Farina

Continued from page 3 
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Pilo Arts, the Brooklyn salon 
that has earned countless awards 
for its innovative work, is now in-
troducing us to BEMER.

BEMER is a technology 
that is designed to improve the 
body’s circulation. As a result, 
natural healing is aided, and 
our body’s cells, tissues, and or-
gans are adequately nourished. 
We are healthier and can func-
tion better. 

For a limited time, Pilo Arts 
is offering a promotional price 
of $15 per session, a $10 savings 
from the usual $25 rate. Special-
needs children are being offered 
BEMER at no cost because this is 
a cause that is close to the heart.

Vanessa LaBarca is the daugh-
ter-in-law of Pilo Arts’ owner El-
ena Solitario, and the wife of the 
company’s CEO, Jude La Barca. 
When Vanessa and Jude’s son, 
Aiden, began exhibiting signs of 
autism at the age of 2, Vanessa 
set out to find a way to heal their 
child. She changed the family’s 
diet to organic, and did her own 
investigating to see what could 
be done to help Aiden. 

This journey brought them 
to BEMER. Vanessa says she 
became enticed when she read 
wording that said, “Improve 
your life in 16 minutes.” She 
read more: “BEMER applica-
tions boost the blood flow, thus 
benefiting the body’s cardiac 
system, regenerative abilities, 
and even mental acuity. Imagine 
being better tomorrow than you 
are today.”

Vanessa decided to do her 
own research on BEMER. She 
attended seminars, and listened 
to the testimonials of people 
who had already tried the ther-
apy. She learned that Dr. Rainer 
Klopp, the world’s foremost ex-
pert on microcirculation, called 
BEMER, “the most effective and 
widely researched physical ther-
apy method available today.” 

Vanessa decided to try BE-
MER, and reports that this ther-
apy is now part of her family’s 
daily regimen. She is so happy 
with the results, she wants to 
spread the word so that others 
may benefit.  During the treat-
ment, “You feel absolutely noth-
ing,” she says. “It’s a gentle 
signal, non-invasive, and not 
painful.” She notes that some us-
ers experience a light feeling of 

warmth or a tingling sensation. 
“Most feel noticeably relaxed 
and invigorated after the appli-
cation.”

To more fully explain, the 
working mechanism consists of 

the transmission of a patented 
multi-dimensionally configured 
wave signal. This unique signal 
is transmitted into the body via 
an electromagnetic field. 

“It’s the BEMER signal and 

not the electromagnetic field 
that acts as the ‘agent’ that stim-
ulates the circulatory response,” 
she says. 

She also points out that BE-
MER has been scientifically 
studied, and findings confirm 
that functioning circulation is 
of crucial importance to overall 
health. It ensures a person’s well-
being and physical performance. 

“Blood circulation regulates 
the nourishment of cells with ox-
ygen and nutrients, the removal 

of waste products, and many 
other processes,” she says.   

The best news for her is this: 
Her son, Aiden, is now a main-
streamed student. 

Vanessa LaBarca [(917) 734–
6471, http://warriormom.be-
mergroup.com]. Call Mondays 
through Fridays, 9 am – 10 pm.

Pilo Arts Salon and Spa [8412 
Third Ave. between 84th and 85th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 748–
7411, www.piloarts.com]. Open 
Tuesdays through Sundays.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Pilo Arts helping customers feel good inside and out  



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
LY

 2
9,

 2
01

8
14

alongside the supernatural 
creatures the story called 
for. He also researched the 
Battle of Brooklyn and old 
maps for the book, but says 
that he especially enjoyed 
capturing modern-day 
Brooklyn on the page.

“I got to draw the sub-
way and as someone who 
enjoys the subway, I feel 
that if an artist can enjoy 
something they draw, they 

will make it interesting 
for anyone looking at it,” 
said Hamilton. “If you’re 
bored to draw something, 
other people will be bored 
looking at it, and I enjoy 
drawing what I’m work-
ing on.” 

Levitz hopes that fans of 
detective genre will enjoy 
solving the case along with 
his protagonist, and says 
that future projects may 
take him even further from 
his superhero roots.

“I hope people who enjoy 
reading mysteries will fi nd 

this a fun read, and I think 
it’s got some added satisfac-
tion to offer as a layer cake 
with a surprising ingredi-
ent or two,” he said. “After 
almost 500 superhero tales, 
I think my next few com-
ics projects will all be a bit 
more unorthodox.”

Paul Levitz and Tim 
Hamilton at Anyone Com-
ics [1216 Union St. between 
Nostrand and Rogers av-
enues in Crown Heights, 
(347) 350–8422, www.any-
onecomics.com]. July 27 at 
7 pm. Free.

Continued from page 1 

COMICS

BRIDGE IS FALLING DOWN: (Left) The Hell Gate Bridge in Queens is attacked by a creature from beyond time and space in “Brooklyn Blood.” (Right) Illustrator Tim Hamilton says one of favorite pages in the 
comic was this sequence set in the subway. Tim Hamilton

sible for those deaths,” the mom 
said. 

 Gov. Cuomo signed the origi-
nal speed camera legislation into 
law in 2013  as part of a fi ve-year 
pilot program which expired on 
July 25. 

Supporters of the speed cam-
eras called on the state Senate 
to preserve and expand the pro-
gram by passing a bipartisan 
 bill  that would double the num-
ber of speed cameras citywide 
over the next fi ve years, but the 
upper chamber ended its session 
on June 20 without even voting 
on the legislation after state Sen. 
Simcha Felder (D–Midwood) — 
who caucuses with Senate Re-
publicans — did not allow it 

to leave the Cities Committee, 
which he chairs. 

 Gov. Cuomo , Cohen, and other 
supporters of the cameras said 
that as the city’s most senior Re-
publican state Senator, Golden 
— who  historically   fl ip-fl opped  
on  his position  on  the cameras  — 
had the power to pressure Flana-
gan to reconvene the body before 
the July 25 deadline. 

 Golden fi nally released a state-
ment on July 11 calling on Flana-
gan to reconvene the Senate to 
vote to pass the bill , but only after 
he signed on to co-sponsor a sepa-
rate bill that would mandate stop 
signs or traffi c lights near school 
zones and only keep the cameras 
on for another six months.

Cuomo released a statement 
just a day before the cameras 
expired demanding that Golden 
take more direct action to get 

the bill passed.  
“This is not an ideological is-

sue — Sen. Golden and his confer-
ence are playing politics with the 
lives of children, and it’s trans-
parent,” Cuomo said. 

“Here’s a tip for Sen. Golden 
— maybe he should hold a pro-
test in front of Sen. Flanagan’s 
offi ce and demand he bring his 
own conference back to Albany 
to vote for speed cameras on the 
merits, like they should have 
done in June.” 

And a day later, when the cam-
eras expired,  Golden pushed the 
blame onto Cuomo  in a press con-
ference,   calling on his constitu-
ents to sign a petition on his web-
site  demanding that Cuomo call 
both the state Senate and Assem-
bly back to a special session. 

“Gov. Cuomo owes it to all of 
us to call the legislature back, 

have us pass the bill, and sign it 
into law before someone is hurt, 
or God forbid, killed,” Golden 
said. 

But Cuomo said it was point-
less to call both houses back to 
session, since the Assembly al-
ready passed its version of the 
bill on June 18. 

Flanagan and Felder did not 
respond to requests for comment. 

Statistics prove that the cam-
eras — which photograph driv-
ers’ license plates and automati-
cally issue $50 fi nes to speeders 
— do slow drivers down and im-
prove safety. 

There were more than 60-per-
cent fewer speeding violations 
in school zones with speed cam-
eras in the two years after they 
were fi rst installed in 2014, and 
a nearly 15-percent reduction in 
injuries in school zones with the 

cameras,  according to a trans-
portation agency report pub-
lished last year . The city does not 
reveal the location of the current 
140 cameras. 

A spokesman for the mayor’s 
offi ce said the city will still use 
the cameras to collect speed data, 
which it will compile and make 
available in a report in the com-
ing weeks. 

But Cohen said that now that 
the cameras won’t force speed-
ing drivers to pay fi nes for driv-
ing too fast, she fears other par-
ents will have to suffer the pain 
that she did when her 12-year-
old son, Sammy Cohen Eck-
stein, was  killed by a speeding 
driver  near his Prospect Park 
West home.

“It is an unimaginable loss,” 
she said. “No one should have to 
bury their child.”

CAMERAS
Continued from page 1 
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8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights
Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

CATERERS
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’d rather take the 
stairs. 

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority must 
make major changes to  its 
plan to add an elevator to 
Sunset Park’s 59th Street 
station on Fourth Avenue , 
because the construction 
will create a traffi c night-
mare on the avenue, said 
members of Community 
Board 7’s transportation 
committee at a July 19 
meeting with reps from the 
authority. The board’s dis-
trict manager said that the 
current plan would cause 
major disruption and even 
dangers to the community 
because it ignores existing 
traffi c and parking prob-
lems, among other factors.

“You’re planning in a 
vacuum,” Jeremy Laufer 
told authority reps. 

The construction will 
include the installation of 

one elevator on the west 
side of the street, closer 
to Third Avenue, between 

58th and 59th streets, and 
two elevators underground, 
to transport riders from the 

mezzanine level to both the 
Coney Island and Manhat-
tan-bound platforms. The 
transportation authority 
will also build a new stair-
case from the street to the 
mezzanine, move the cur-
rent mezzanine-to-platform 
stairs to accommodate the 
new elevator, and expand 
the mezzanine.

The transportation 
authority plans to start 
construction on the proj-
ect early next year —  a 
year later than originally 
planned  — and the full proj-
ect will take nearly three 
years to complete, accord-
ing to the authority’s assis-
tant director of government 
and community relations, 
Andrew Inglesby, who at-
tended the meeting with the 
project’s design manager, 
Bhargav Shah.

But the fi rst nine 
months of the project will 
make driving — and fi nd-

ing parking — particularly 
diffi cult for locals, the tran-
sit reps admitted. Construc-
tion of the two new under-
ground elevator shafts will 
require workers to excavate 
the street and close the two 
lanes on each side of Fourth 
Avenue — on the blocks be-
tween 57th and 59th streets, 
and on part of the block be-
tween 59th and 60th streets 
— and convert the parking 
lanes into driving lanes. 

“We’re not going to lie to 
you — this is going to be a 
project where we’re going 
to have a very strong, long 
street impact,” Inglesby 
told board members. “The 
bottleneck will be nine 
months.”

The sidewalk exten-
sion to accommodate the 
street elevator will perma-
nently eliminate four park-
ing spots, but neither the 
authority reps nor Laufer 
knew how many total park-

ing spots the project would 
temporarily eliminate on 
the three blocks.

Laufer complained that 
converting the parking 
lanes into driving lanes 
would be dangerous for pe-
destrians on the sidewalks 
— and particularly for the 
kids walking to PS 503 on 
59th Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues — un-
less the authority also in-
stalled barriers between 
the parking-turned-driving 
lanes and the sidewalk. A 
rep from the Department of 
Transportation promised 
that the agency would make 
including the barriers a 
stipulation in the construc-
tion contract.

Another board mem-
ber pointed out that the 
temporary elimination of 
three blocks worth of park-
ing spaces would make the 
whole neighborhood’s al-

It’s back to the drawing board

LOST PARKINGS SPOTS: The project calls for a street expansion 
that will nix four parking spots on Fourth Avenue.  
 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

S’Park community board blasts construction plan for elevators at 59th St. station

Continued on page 18

For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406
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Dicker Reading Method
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ready bad parking problem 
even worse. 

“Because of the elimina-
tion of parking, it’s going 
to put stress on the other 
blocks,” said Tom Murphy.

Murphy and Laufer also 
said that the transportation 
department would need to 
add signage in the area — 
both on Fourth Avenue, to 
divert drivers to Third Av-
enue, as well as on the Belt 
Parkway, warning drivers 
of the construction off the 
Fourth Avenue exit.

And Laufer asked how 
the authority would ensure 
that construction would 
fi nish up on schedule — 

and especially before next 
year’s New York City Mar-
athon in early November, 
which runs up Fourth Av-
enue. Inglesby vowed that 
the authority would make 
sure the contractor cleaned 
up the area before the mar-
athon — even if the work 
wasn’t fi nished by the time 
of the race.

Shah also said that the 
authority’s contract offers 
the contractor a monetary 
incentive to fi nish the nine 
months of work a month 
ahead of time.

But when he added that 
the MTA would collect a 
penalty from the contrac-
tor if the work took more 
than nine months, Laufer 
demanded to know why the 
money wouldn’t go directly 

to the community that’s im-
pacted by drawn out con-
struction.

“How does that improve 
things for the community, 
if we’re the folks affected?” 
Laufer asked. “How about 
we put that money back 
into the community rather 
than MTA taking [it]?”

Lauferalso said that let-
ting the authority pocket the 
penalty makes it seem like 
a slower project would actu-
ally benefi t the authority.

“It seems to me that that 
incentivizes the MTA to 
have a slower project,” he 
said.

But Inglesby said that 
was not true, and that the 
authority did not want the 
community to suffer for 
longer than it had to.

ELEVATOR
Continued from page 16

the couple move into their 
own apartment in Sheep-
shead Bay. 

And staffers at  the 
Downtown Arab Ameri-
can Family Support Center  
— including the center’s 
director of community 
outreach and prevention 
support, Amed AlFaraji, 
who also translated the in-
terview — helped the fam-
ily pay off part of their air-
fare fees,  since all refugees 
have to repay their travel 
costs to the U.S. State De-
partment within three-
and-a-half years . 

The center uses funds 
from its  New Immigrants 
and Refugees Fund, 
launched last July , to help 
 refugee families  like Al-
Khafaji and Almasoodi’s 
across the borough pay 
off their airfare fees and 
access mental health ser-
vices, English courses, and 
job training. The fund is 
the only one of its kind na-
tionwide, according to Al-
Faraji, and has provided 
more than 300 people with 
more than $100,000 worth of 
social services and airfare 
payments since it launched 
a year ago.

Today, Al-Khafaji sup-
ports his family by work-
ing six days a week in a su-
permarket, and Almasoodi 
stays busy raising 3-year-
old Sema. But both par-
ents have bigger dreams 
for their future. Both want 
to go back to school — Al-
Khafaji to become a police 

offi cer, and Almasoodi to 
become a nutritionist. They 
also hope their daughter 
will seize her future in the 
U.S., and Almasoodi said 
she has already proven to 
be an independent little girl 
with a bright future ahead.

“I’m confi dent that she’s 
going to be something when 
she grows up, because she 
has a strong personality,” 
Almasoodi said. “She’s re-
sponsible and smart.”

But even though the 
couple is grateful for the 
chance to start their lives 
in the relative safety of 
the U.S., they can’t forget 
the life they left behind in 
Baghdad. 

“We miss our country, 
our friends, our relatives, 
the place where we were 
born,” Al-Khafaji said. 

Among the family mem-
bers they miss the most are 
Al-Khafaji’s parents, who 
have been stuck in Turkey 
waiting to travel to the U.S. 
for nearly fi ve years, and 
whose case has seemingly 
stalled since  President 
Trump announced his plan 
last fall to set a historically 
low cap on the number of 
refugees allowed to resettle 
in the U.S . 

Al-Khafaji and Al-
masoodi plan to fi le a pe-
tition for Al-Khafaji’s par-
ents to come to the U.S. as 
soon as the couple is able to, 
but that won’t be until after 
the Arab American Fam-
ily Support Center helps 
them secure green cards, 
and eventually citizenship, 
which will take at least fi ve 
years. Even then, his par-
ents’ prospects could still 
be uncertain, since the 
Trump Administration is 
pushing a massive over-
haul of legal-immigration 
rules, seeking to scrap the 
family reunifi cation visas 
that Al-Khafaji’s parents 
would rely on.

In the meantime, the 
couple wants their new 
American neighbors to 
understand the difficult 
plight of the  more than 
25-million refugees world-
wide  who are still endur-
ing the tenuous lives the 
young couple escaped, 
trapped in limbo in refu-
gee camps, waiting for a 
stroke of luck to change 
their lives. 

“They are so desperate, 
they’re just waiting,” Al-
Khafaji said. “It’s like an 
endless wait.”

REFUGEES
Continued from page 10

HAPPY HOME: Jaafar AlKhafaji 
and his wife, Doaa Almasoodi, 
are raising their 3-year-old 
daughter, Sema, in Sheep-
shead Bay after they fl ed death 
threats in their native Iraq in 
2014. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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OPEN DAILY • 1310 SURF AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 11224 • CALL: 718-333-2202

$2.99
Fish Filet

Sandwich

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 08/17/18.

CNG-7818

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 08/17/18.

Bacon
Cheeseburger

$2.99

CNG-7818

$2.99
Chicken Sandwich

(Grilled or Crispy)

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 08/17/18.

CNG-7818

$1.99
HOT DOG

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224. 
May not be combined with any other offer or special. 

Offer expires 08/17/18.

CNG-7818

$3.99
Philly Cheesesteak

(Beef or Chicken)

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 08/17/18.

CNG-7818

Limit 2 offers per coupon

Valid only at Nathan’s Famous, 1310 Surf Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11224.
Limit one coupon offer per person per visit. May not be combined with 

any other offer or special. Offer expires 08/17/18.

Super 
Cheeseburger

$2.99

CNG-7818


