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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
She has skin in this game. 

A Bay Ridge artist cre-
ated a new version of a clas-
sic board game, focusing on 
immigrants’ experiences as 
they resettle in the United 
States, inspired by her own 
move from France as a 
teenager. Isabelle Garbani 

said she hopes  “Life: Immi-
gration Game”  — which is 
available for locals to play 
for free at Caffe Café on 
Third Avenue at 84th Street 
through the end of the year 
— will help raise aware-
ness of the challenges that 
immigrants must face and 
overcome.  

“I want people to go 
through some of the expe-
riences that immigrants go 
through, and develop a lit-
tle bit more empathy for the 
immigration experience,” 
said Garbani, who has lived 
in Bay Ridge since 2005 and 
teaches sculpture and pub-

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re shooting this pool plan 
down.

Residents at a Boerum Hill 
public-housing complex told the 
Feds to sink their proposal to put 
a temporary pool on a parking lot 
there when Gowanus’s Double-
D closes as part of the Gowanus 
Canal cleanup, claiming they lost 
enough spots already after the 
city ceded other pavement at the 
property for a pair of privately 
owned towers.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Administration leaders 
in charge of scrubbing the Su-
perfund site told Gowanusaurs 
in June that  they are eyeing a 
parking lot at Wyckoff Gardens 
as a possible place for the short-
term swimming hole , months 
after the city announced that it 
 tapped developers Two Trees and 
The Arker Companies to build 
two 16-story buildings with 500 
apartments  — half of which will 
rent for below-market-rate — on 
blacktop at the complex.

And those towers will suck 
up too many parking spots as it 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
You can soon get high in 
Gowanus! 

The owner of a Dumbo-
based rock climbing gym 
plans to open up a new 
wall at the northern tip of 

 Brooklyn’s Nautical Purga-
tory , where it will fi t right 
in with the neighborhood’s 
 already unconventional 
sports . 

“Gowanus has become a 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 12Continued on page 14

Actors bare all 
in Prospect Park

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Talk about a bare stage!

A co-ed group of actors will 
strip down to their birthday suits 
to present a 17th-century play 
about sexy shenanigans among 
masked strangers. The director of 
“The Rover,” opening in Prospect 
Park on Aug. 16, has previously 
led nude,  all-female  and then  all-
male  Shakespeare shows, but 
says that the mixed-gender cast 
creates a much more diverse ex-
perience for both the actors and 
audience. 

“The storytelling has been 
very different. As soon as you 
start putting people of different 
genders on stage, all of a sud-
den you get people with different 
body types, gender expressions, 
different backgrounds and per-
spectives — and different fears 
and anxieties,” said Pitr Strait, 
the artistic director of Torn Out 
Theater, who lives in Park Slope.

“The Rover” — written by one 
of the fi rst female playwrights, 
Aphra Behn — takes place dur-
ing the festive Carnival season 

Continued on page 6
IN THE RAW ACTING TALENT: Actors Tucker Dally Johnston and Bear Spiegel rehearse for their nude version of “The 
Rover,” coming to Prospect Park on Aug. 16. Photo by Caroline Ourso

GAME OF ‘LIFE’: Isabelle 
Garbani, right, created an 
immigration-themed version 
of the “Life” board game.

THEATER BUFFSResidents  
pan temp 
pool plan

New take on old gameRock-climbing gym 
coming to Gowanus
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I challenge 
depression.

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
Call them bus despots.

Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority employees 
at the Flatbush Bus Depot 
in Marine Park routinely 
park illegally on surround-
ing streets but evade park-
ing tickets by placing au-
thority paraphernalia in 
the dashboards of their 
personal cars, according to 
a local pol.

“The workers who work 
in the depot will park il-
legally,” said Councilman 
Alan Maisel (D–Marine 
Park). “They might not 
have placards but they’ll 
put something that says 
‘Transist Authority’ and 
the cops are reluctant to 
give them tickets.”

The workers’ cars take 
up public spaces all along 

the streets surrounding 
the depot, including on 
Utica, Fillmore and Flat-
bush avenues as well as E. 
49th Street, even though a 
designated employee park-
ing lot is available just one 
block away at Utica Avenue 
and Avenue N. 

Many neighboring busi-
nesses have complained to 
the police and to the author-
ity, saying that the cars are 
taking spaces away from 
their customers, but the 
problem persists, accord-
ing to Maisel.

“Every once in a while, 
the local storekeepers come 
into the offi ce and they com-
plain to get the cops to crack 
down,” he said. “And if you 
don’t do this on a daily ba-
sis, it becomes put to the 
side until someone else 

complains.”
Transist Authority 

workers regularly park 
their cars illegally all day 
outside one local business 
owner’s property on the 
corner of E. 49th Street and 
Fillmore Avenue.

“They park their cars on 
the side of the diner where 
there’s a meter,” said Steve 
Zaharakis, owner of the Flo-
ridian Diner directly across 
from the depot. “They put 
their vehicles there with 
an MTA shirt in front of 
the dash and nobody ever 
puts any money in the me-
ter. They just leave their ve-
hicles there and go to work 
— and if they didn’t do that, 
people could use those park-
ing spaces.” 

A store supervisor at the 
Petco store on Utica Avenue 

echoed the complaints, say-
ing that he sees transit em-
ployees leaving their cars 
parked all over the area 
without feeding the meters.

“They leave their cars 
there all day, every day, 
with their vests in their 
car, showing the MTA 
logo,” said the supervisor, 
who declined to give his 
name because he wasn’t 
authorized to speak for the 
pet-supply chain. “I see that 

on Flatbush, Fillmore, Ave-
nue S, parking all through 
the blocks.”

The illegal practice 
causes a lot of hassles for 
local business and the sur-
rounding residential com-
munity because the cars 
take up spaces for custom-
ers and locals, according to 
the Petco supervisor.

“A lot of businesses are 
very upset about it,” he 
said. “It prevents people 

from actually being able to 
park, including neighbors 
that want to park after-
hours because they don’t 
have a driveway.”

Authority spokesman 
Andrei Berman said that 
the issue has been raised in 
the past and the authority 
has repeatedly reminded 
employees to “adhere to all 
parking rules and regula-
tions which are enforced 
by the NYPD.”

Bus-ted depot

VESTED INTEREST: Why pay for parking when a transit vest will do? Transit Authority workers leave 
their cars with vests on the dash instead of feeding the meter. Photo by Trey Pentecost

MTA employees illegally park, evade 
tickets around Marine Park bus depot
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BY COLIN MIXSON
He did a good turn.

A young gymnast is back in the 
saddle after  a thief stole her bike in 
Ditmas Park  — thanks to the gener-
osity of a kind-hearted Park Slope 
resident, who donated his spare 
bike after reading about the young-
ster’s plight in this paper. 

“The story has a happy ending, 
though I hope the punk who stole 
her bike has to pay, at least karmi-
cally,” said Park Slope resident and 
transit advocate Eric McClure, who 
offered his bike to 13-year-old Mag-
gie Weddle.

Security footage showed the 
thief wrench Weddle’s ride off a 
bike rack on Church Avenue be-
tween E. 10th Street and Stratford 
Road on July 16, which happened to 

be Weddle’s fi rst day working as an 
intern at nearby Prospect Gymnas-
tics. 

The studio’s owner, Mina Mar-
sow, fi led a police report on behalf 
of the youngster later that day, but 
a spokesman for the police depart-
ment confi rmed on July 23 that 
police had closed the case without 
making any arrests.

Marsow said she is fed up with 
crime along Church Avenue, and 
discussed how she locks the stu-
dio’s front door at all times, telling 
parents and students to instead use 
a rear entrance, after some creep let 
himself in to give her fl owers while 
she was teaching. 

“It is not a very safe block, just 
in general,” she said. 

But the gymnastics teacher 

choose to give cops the benefi t of 
the doubt in their decision to drop 
Weddle’s case, and suggested detec-
tives probably have more pressing 
matters to attend to.

“They have limited resources, 
so probably a murder case has more 
of a priority,” said Marsow.

A spokesman for the depart-
ment declined to say why the case 
was dropped. 

In addition to the new bike, Mc-
Clure also donated a U-lock to se-
cure it with, and Weddle, who’s not 
taking any chances, has taken the 
prudent step of storing her bike at 
the rear of the gym, according to 
Marsow.

“He actually gave us the lock 
too,” she said. “It was really 
sweet.”

NICE BIKE!: Maggie Weddle, left, and Prospect Gymnastics owner Mina Marsow stand with Maggie’s new bike, which was donated 
by a Park Slope resident after her last ride was stolen. Community News Group / Colin Mixson

ITS A GO: A judge has ruled in favor of developers hoping to transform 
the Crown Heights Bedford-Union Armory. 

Judge quashes suit 
to halt Armory plan

BY COLIN MIXSON
A developer behind the proj-
ect to build housing and a 
recreation center at the Bed-
ford-Union Armory is looking 
forward to starting construc-
tion this fall, after a judge last 
month dismissed a lawsuit fi led 
on behalf of Crown Heights resi-
dents seeking to block the plan.

“We are excited to now move 
ahead with our plans to turn 
the Bedford-Union Armory into 
a vibrant community hub,” said 
Sam Spokony, a spokesman for 
developer BFC Partners.

The suit fi led by the Legal 
Aid Society alleged that the 
city’s environmental review 
process failed to account for 
the effects of developments on 
residents living in rent-stabi-
lized apartments, who — de-
spite guaranteed rent renewals 
— may be subject to harass-
ment from landlords as market 
values soar.

But in a decision dated 
July 11, state Supreme Court 
Justice Carmen Victoria St. 
George ruled that the city’s 
review guidelines provide an 
adequate perspective on the 
environmental impact of de-
velopments — even when com-
munity members disagree with 
the outcome.

“The court is sympathetic 
to petitioners, who aim to pro-
tect those who are not mem-
bers of community boards, are 
not elected offi cials, and often 
do not express their positions 
at public hearings.” St. George 
wrote. “The goal of the city, 
and of the projects at hand, is 
to balance the interests of com-
munities… this court’s role, in 
turn, is not to question the way 
in which the city, entrusted 
with these projects, draws the 
balance.”

And when it came to the 
Bedford-Armory project spe-

cifi cally, the city’s environ-
mental review process worked 
as intended, according to St. 
George, who noted how the 
city’s Economic Development 
Corporation altered early 
plans that included luxury 
condos in response to commu-
nity complaints.

“Petitioners’ contention 
that the lead agency disre-
garded the criticism of the 
community…. is belied by the 
facts,” the judge wrote. “On the 
contrary, after it considered 
the comments, the lead [city] 
agency decided that the project 
would no longer include lux-
ury condominiums.”

The Legal Aid Society, which 
represented two Crown Heights 
residents living in affordable 
housing in the suit, contended 
that the judge’s decision disre-
garded the fact that the armory 
development will have major 
consequences for low-income 
locals. The lead attorney on the 
case said the Society is consid-
ering options to appeal.

“We still maintain that the 
methodology the city employs 
to measure tenant displace-
ment is fundamentally fl awed, 
and that it ignores obvious re-
alities and the consequences of 
land use decisions on rents and 
livelihoods,” said Kay Meyers. 
“We are currently weighing all 
of our options — including ap-
pellate litigation and legislation 
— that will fi nally resolve this 
issue for our clients and other 
low-income New Yorkers.”

BFC Partners struck a deal 
with the DeBlasio administra-
tion to redevelop the historic 
military structure, and plans 
to build market-rate and afford-
able housing there, in addition 
to a recreation center with of-
fi ce space for non-profi t organi-
zations, as part of a 99-year lease 
with the city as its landlord.

BACK ON THE BIKE!
Her wheels stolen, young gymnast gets back 
on the road thanks to kindness of Park Sloper
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BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 
back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: Astronauts 
that left with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 
what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the 
mission there were decompressive forces on the 
intervertebral discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects of gravity 
are removed and you are in a weightless state. All 
the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better — and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 
herniated material back into the disc and allows it 

to heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation 
sufferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-
ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-
erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 
or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718 234-6212 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

S f ti t

DRX9000TM WITHOUT BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN
Local doctor treats herniated  and bulging discs, sciatica, and serious lower back pain

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The city must take steps to miti-
gate the impact of construction 
and street closures planned for 
parts of Surf Avenue to keep Co-
ney Island’s traffi c nightmare 
from getting even worse, de-
manded Coney Islanders at a July 
26 Community Board 13 meeting 
with city reps. 

One local said the neighbor-
hood is already so congested that 
it’s dangerous for pedestrians, 
and that she can’t see how the city 
could complete the Surf Avenue 
project safely.

“Even when there’s traffi c 
agents, the cars are moving when 
the people are moving — I just 
can’t even picture this,” said Ida 
Sanoff. 

A rep from the Economic De-
velopment Corporation — a qua-
si-governmental agency tasked 
with growing the city’s economy 
— presented the city’s plan to 
raise four blocks of Surf Avenue, 
plus parts of three nearby side 
streets, in a three-phase project. 

The work is a product of the 
neighborhood’s 2009 re-zoning, 
according to a senior project man-
ager at the agency, Wil Fisher, who 
told locals at the meeting that the 
city will raise the street and side-
walk in the blocks between W. 
16th and W. 21st streets. From W. 
16th Street, the avenue will begin 
sloping upwards until it reaches 
a height of three and a half feet 
above the street’s existing grade 
at W. 17th Street. The avenue will 
then level off until W. 20th Street 
before sloping back down to grade 
by W. 21st Street. W. 17th, W. 19th, 
and W. 20th streets north of Surf 
Avenue would slope down to nor-
mal grade before reaching Mer-
maid Avenue.

Fisher said that the purpose 
of the project was to both facili-
tate better drainage of storm wa-
ter and support  a major develop-
ment along that stretch of Surf 
Avenue . 

“Raising the street will allow 
a better pitch for the storm water 
sewer, so it’ll make it easier for 

the storm water to get out of Co-
ney Island,” he said. “Addition-
ally, the higher street will allow 
those buildings to be constructed 
higher, making them more resil-
ient for any future fl ooding.”

Fisher came to the board seek-
ing a letter of recommendation, 
which his agency needs to obtain 
a permit for the project from city 
Department of Transportation’s 
Offi ce of Construction Mitiga-
tion. 

Fisher also asked locals if they 
would prefer that the city com-
plete the three phases of the proj-
ect back to back and fi nish all the 
work in nine months, or instead 
space out the three-month work 
phases over the next three years.

Under the nine-month time-
line, the fi rst phase of the project 
would close Surf Avenue between 
W. 16th and 19th streets — as well 
as half of W. 17th Street between 
Surf and Mermaid avenues — 
from mid-September until mid-
December. 

The next phase would close 

the block between W. 19th and 
20th streets — as well as half of 
W. 19th Street and most of W. 20th 
Street on the block between Surf 
and Mermaid avenues — from 
mid-December until mid-March, 

The third phase would close 
the block between W. 20th and 
21st streets, and fi nish up the 
project by the mid-May deadline 
imposed by the city due to the 
neighborhood’s status as a sum-

mer destination. 
Locals told Fisher that they 

didn’t want any part of Surf Av-
enue closed, since current clo-
sures on Mermaid and Neptune 
avenues for repaving and water-
sewer repairs already make traf-
fi c a nightmare in the neighbor-
hood. 

But CB13 chairwoman Joann 
Weiss said that she doubted the 

HIGH SURF: The project to raise parts of Surf Avenue would close blocks of the 
avenue and surrounding streets in three phases. When the work is done, the 
two blocks circled would be three and a half feet higher than the rest of the 
streetscape, with the surrounding blocks sloping down to normal grade.  
 Economic Development Corporation

A two-way street
Coney Islanders send demands to city before road closures

Continued on page 12
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“What Should I Do To Get A Loan?”

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

Julianne Cuba: Wel-
come to Brooklyn and to 
BRIC! What are you look-
ing forward to in your new 
position?

Kristina Newman-
Scott: Do you have four 
days? I feel really great and 
extremely excited about 
this position. I’m really 
excited about all of it. I’m 
excited that all of these av-
enues are able to reach peo-
ple and touch people with 
the work we’re doing. I’m 
ready to jump into a posi-
tion that allows me to tap 
into experiences and lead-
erships roles I’ve played 
throughout my careers.

JC: How have your past 
jobs prepared you for this 
one?

KNS:  I’ve really been 
fortunate to have the op-
portunity to grow within 
the arts, with very distinct 
experiences. Working in 
government in the arts for 
the last seven-and-a-half-
years both gives me an 
opportunity to translate 
some of what I’ve learned 
— the role the arts plays in 
community, economic de-
velopment, and alongside 
community leaders. I’ll be 
coming in and really think-
ing holistically about our 
curators’ vision and strat-
egy, how we do what we do, 
how it’s all interconnected.

JC: What will your fi rst 
few days on the job look 
like? What do you hope to 
accomplish? 

KNS: All I really want 
to tackle on the fi rst day 
and fi rst few months is 
truly understand the peo-
ple that work at BRIC, the 

people on the front lines 
of the work — our educa-
tion programs, or celebrate 
Brooklyn, or BRIC TV — 
better understand all the 
people that work at BRIC 
no matter what role they 
play, to better understand 
the organization. I’m com-
mitted to how we can do 
things better, things we’re 

doing fantastic already, 
and better serve the people 
who enjoy.” 

JC: What do you hope 
to change or expand upon 
what your predecessor cre-
ated? 

KNS: The previous pres-
ident has done a phenome-
nal job. I’m walking into a 

Bric’s new president

WELCOME TO BROOKLYN: Kristina Newman-Scott will take over as 
the new president of Bric in September.  Adam Coppola

Kristina Newman-Scott will be the fi rst 
person of color to helm the arts group

Continued on page 6

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The pioneering Brooklyn arts purveyor 
named a new president last week to take the 
helm amid its 40th anniversary serving the 
local community.
BRIC tapped Kristina Newman-Scott to take 
over for its outgoing president of 13 years, 
Leslie Griesbach Schultz, next month.
Newman-Scott will become the fi rst person 
of color to lead the Fort Greene arts and me-
dia organization, which produces cultural 
and  educational television series  and docu-
mentaries,  hosts concerts , and curates art 
shows.

The mother of two moved from her na-

tive Jamaica as a teen and has since worked 
as an artist creating paintings and instal-
lations, before becoming a curator — often 
working with artists and studios in Brook-
lyn — then as an arts administrator, direc-
tor, and most recently the Director of Culture 
and State Historic Preservation Offi cer for 
the State of Connecticut, in which she was 
also the fi rst immigrant and woman of color 
to take on that role.
Newman-Scott begins her new gig on Sept. 
4, when she will join just a handful of other 
women of color overseeing large cultural in-
stitutions in New York,  according to the New 
York Times .
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in Italy and follows the 
adventures of a group of 
Englishmen on holiday. 
Some of the characters 
don traditional Carnival 
masks, which adds an-
other dimension to the 
play — their faces are cov-
ered but their bodies are 
exposed, said Strait. 

“It’s all about escaping 
from the world you live in, 
all about hiding one part 
of yourself and revealing 
another part,” he said. 
“What the play at its heart 
is about is fi nding the free-
dom to be yourself.”

One uncovered ac-
tress, who plays the male 
character Blunt, says that 
it has been interesting 
to notice the difference 
in how she is treated be-
cause of her true and fi c-
tional bodies.

“I get treated different 
from everyone else,” said 
Hannah Benjamin, who 
lives in Williamsburg. 

“The Rover” is a per-
fect play to put on in the 
buff, said Benjamin, be-
cause of the message its 
writer was trying to send 
about power dynamics 
between men and women, 
said Benjamin. 

“I think that it’s so ap-
propriate to this piece in 
particular, especially be-
cause Aphra Behn is true 
feminist literature, one 
of the fi rst female play-
wrights making a point 
about power dynamics, 
about being hidden and 
being seen,” she said. “It 
really enhances the piece 
well, it’s not just novelty.”

Strait also brought on 
an “intimacy choreogra-
pher” to help the cast feel 
comfortable performing 
in their skin, said Benja-
min. 

“We make it a point to 
make it a safe space, a lot 
of talk of consent, making 
sure we’re feeling com-
fortable,” she said. 

The members of Torn 
Out Theater have only 
improved in their third 
year, said Strait. 

“Every year we get 
better at navigating the 
comfort and safety and 
vulnerability,” he said. 

“The Rover” at Pros-
pect Park’s Music Pa-
goda (at the north end of 
the Nethermead, enter at 
Ocean Avenue and Lin-
coln Road in Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens, www.
tornouttheater.org). Aug. 
16–17, 23–24 at 5:30 pm, 
Aug. 18–19, 25–26 at 2 pm. 
Free.

ANIMAL INSTINCTS: Masked actord Reanna Roane are bound 
up in an adventure in the 16th-century play “The Rover.”  
 Lizi Myers

BUFF
Continued from page 1 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’re hoping for a 

happily-ever-after.
A pair of comediennes 

will host a night of funny, 
fractured fairy tales to 
raise cash for kids who have 
been lost in the woods of 
government bureaucracy. 
“Pretty Grimm,” at Little-
fi eld in Gowanus on Aug. 
8, will raise awareness and 
funds for the Florence Proj-
ect, a group that helps de-
tained immigrants in Ari-
zona. The show’s creators 
hope that the fairy tale 
characters will make audi-
ence members think about 
their own childhoods, and 
about the plight of immi-
grant kids torn from their 
parents.

“I was thinking about 
the detained kids, and 
how to keep them at the 
forefront of people’s minds 
when they’re donating,” 
said Carroll Gardens res-
ident Alexandria Iona, 
who created the show 
with fellow comedian 
Kate Villa, of Manhattan. 
“We thought we could do 
that by giving people a 
fun, boundless show that 
was generally untapped in 
comedy.”

During the show, more 
than 30 performers will 
each deliver a two-minute 
monologue as their favor-
ite fairy tale character, 
with appearances from the 
Little Mermaid, Captain 
Hook, the Big Bad Wolf, 
and Cinderella’s evil step-
sisters, among others. Sev-
eral performers will also 

sing original, fairy tale-in-
spired songs.

Iona hopes the format 
will allow the funny people 
to tap into their more cre-
ative sides.

“This is very much 
about the whole character 
and using their voice and 
the body and costume — it 
gives them a little bit more 

freedom than just telling 
jokes,” she said.

Iona will take the stage 
as the title character from 
“The Princess and the Pea,” 
searching for a comfortable 
bed in a mattress store. 
And Villa will perform as a 
“hipper-than-Cinderella’s” 
fairy godmother who gam-
bles away her savings at a 
casino, she said.

“Basically I’m taking 
this character who I know 
so well and putting her in 
the situation of that friend 
who’s always like, ‘I left my 
wallet at home,’ ” she said.

Villa hopes that when 
the audience fi nishes 
laughing, they feel spurred 
to help children who are 
still in immigration cus-
tody.

“I think it’s really im-
portant that they don’t fall 
out of the news — when they 
do fall out of the news, they 
fall out of the public con-
sciousness,” she said. “We 
shouldn’t be moving on un-
til something is fi xed.”

“Pretty Grimm” at Lit-
tlefi eld (635 Sackett St. be-
tween Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, www.
littlefi eldnyc.com). Aug. 8 at 
8 pm. $10.

CROWN AND OUT: Comediennes Alexandria Iona, left, and Kate 
Villa, right, will host a night of fairy tale–themed music and comedy 
at Littlefi eld on Aug. 8, in order to raise funds for an immigration 
legal defense group. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

FABLE GENIUS
Fairy tale show to raise cash for immigrant kids

very fantastic and healthy 
organization. I want to con-
tinue to be relevant and in-
clusive, how we get from in-
side to outside, making sure 
we reach a child and all the 
way to their grandparents.

JC: What does it mean 

to you to be the fi rst per-
son, and fi rst woman, of 
color to lead this trailblaz-
ing organization, and how 
will it shape the way you 
approach the job? 

KNS: That means so 
much in so many differ-
ent ways. I’m just really 
excited to be in this role at 
this time and this moment. 
I will continue to think 

about diverse voices at the 
table, the LGBTQ com-
munity, gender neutral, 
disabled people — I think 
about that as a way of work-
ing and living everyday, an 
extension of who I am.

JC: What else are you 
looking forward to at 
BRIC?

KNS: I’m extremely ex-
cited to start living in Brook-

lyn. I would be lying if I said 
this wasn’t a big change for 
my family. And earlier in 
my career, I’ve been really 
blessed to work with amaz-
ing artists across the nation 
— so many artists that live 
in Brooklyn — I’m so excited 
to reconnect. I’m very ex-
cited to work with the board 
at BRIC, they are some phe-
nomenal people.

BRIC
Continued from page 5
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4100 GLENWOOD ROAD 718-859-6500
WWW.GLENWOODMASON.COM

Store Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 6 AM - 5 PM 

Saturday: 6 AM - 4 PM

Authorized Dealer

ON SALE NOW!

ON SALE NOW!

ON SALE NOW!

Thin Brick In Stock

Pavers and Walls
MSI International Stacked 

Stone Veneer
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
He was hiding in plain sight.

Sunset Parkers blasted Indus-
try City chief executive offi cer An-
drew Kimball for trying to blend 
into the crowd at a town hall on 
his waterfront development on 
July 23, and never telling fellow 
attendees that he was in charge of 
one of the main subjects of the dis-
cussion.

One local said that offi cials 
for Community Board 7, which 
organized the event, should have 
pointed Kimball out to the crowd 
when he failed to identify himself.

“They should’ve been called 
out, and that is the organizer’s 
fault,” said Sunset Park resident 
Maria Roca, who arrived late and 
said she didn’t notice Kimball was 
there until the end. “Why didn’t 
they call them out? It could have 
been done very nicely.”

Kimball attended the event in 
 the neighborhood’s temporary li-
brary  at CB7’s Fourth Avenue of-

fi ce at 43rd Street, where board of-
fi cials presented information on 
developments at Kimball’s mam-
moth manufacturing complex, 
Industry City, as well as  the city-
owned Brooklyn Navy Yard , and 
 the Made in New York campus at 
Bush Terminal . 

But CB7 offi cials specifi cally 
zeroed in on discussing the poten-
tial future of Industry City, due 
to the  hub’s rezoning bid , which 
reps will apply for this fall with 
the hope of adding more retail and 
two hotels to the property. The 
community board would have the 
chance to weigh in on the rezoning 
in an advisory capacity as part of 
 the city’s uniform land use review 
procedure . 

But when town hall attendees 
broke off into small groups to dis-
cuss their opinions on the benefi ts 
and concerns of waterfront devel-
opment generally — and the In-
dustry City rezoning in particu-
lar — one board member who was 

in Kimball’s group said she was 
shocked when he weighed in on In-
dustry City’s benefi ts to the local 
economy without revealing his ob-
vious confl ict of interest.

“In response to [the commu-
nity board’s question about] what 
could this development bring to 
the area, he said jobs and partner-
ships with higher education and 
schools,” said Marcela Mitaynes. 
“He did give his input.”

But Mitaynes said that in the 
interest of transparency, Kimball 
should have identifi ed himself — 
or been pointed out by the board so 
that locals knew who he was and 
why he was there. Mitaynes did 
not out him herself at the time, but 
rather thought it was the responsi-
bility of the board if Kimball failed 
to do so himself. 

“I don’t know how many peo-
ple know who he is and what role 
he plays, and I think that’s a con-
versation that we need to have 
about wanting to be transpar-

ent, whether he identifi es himself 
or the board identifi es him,” she 
said. 

The CB7 chairman, Cesar Zu-
niga, said that the board did not 
specifi cally invite Kimball to the 
event, but agreed that he should 
have identifi ed the executive in 
front of the crowd, and pledged 
to do so if Kimball shows up at 
the board’s three upcoming town 
halls on the topic, slated for Aug. 
13, Sept. 17, and Oct. 1 in the same 
location. 

“I think maybe moving for-
ward we will ask him to identify 

himself, because Industry City 
has a pretty large stake in this,” 
Zuniga said. “In the spirit of full 
disclosure and being transparent, 
it probably makes sense to disclose 
that he’s in the room.” 

Kimball refused to answer a re-
porter’s questions after the event, 
and directed inquiries to a spokes-
woman, who sent this paper a 
statement about the development’s 
role in the local economy but did 
not address why Kimball didn’t 
identify himself at the meeting or 
if he planned to identify himself at 
future town halls he attends.

UNDERCOVER BOSS

INCOGNITO: Industry City chief executive offi cer Andrew Kimball was at a town 
hall hosted by CB7 to discuss developments at Industry City and other parts of 
the waterfront, but he did not identify himself to the locals who showed up, irking 
some attendees. File photo by Elizabeth Graham

Industry City chief doesn’t identify himself 
while at town hall meeting on waterfront
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aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Members of Community Board 
7’s committee on homelessness 
convened on July 25 to address 
the problem of the city opening 
shelters in Sunset Park without 
consulting the board, according 
to the board’s district manager. 

“I don’t have a problem with 
homeless folks in general — I 
have a big problem with the De-
partment of Homeless Services,” 
said Jeremy Laufer. “I think it’s 
a very poorly run agency. I don’t 
think they consider the commu-
nities that they are hosted in.”

But even worse than not giv-
ing information, Laufer alleges 
that the agency sometimes know-
ingly provides false information.

“I think they outright lie to the 
public, and they get district manag-
ers to lie to people when they spread 
their false information,” he said.

The 11 members of the two-year-
old ad hoc committee gathered at 
the board’s offi ce at Fourth Avenue 
and 43rd Street to discuss its new 
mission and plan strategy. The 
committee chairwoman, Karen 
Rolnick, drafted the mission state-
ment, which echoed Laufer’s senti-
ment that the locals were not seek-
ing to demonize people living in 

shelters, but instead “ensure that 
homeless people in our district 
get the support and services they 
need, while also ensuring that the 
presence of shelters does not nega-
tively impact safety or quality of 
life in our neighborhood.” 

“We need to have a stated goal, 
I think, so we don’t become the 
‘not-in-my-backyard’ group or 
anything like that,” Rolnick said. 

Locals have  blasted the city 
in recent years  for  converting so 
many hotels  in the neighborhood 
to  homeless shelters , complaining 
that the district hosts a dispro-
portionate number of shelters be-
cause the area actually has a low 
number of homeless people. 

There are currently more than 
260 homeless people from CB7’s 
district in shelters citywide, ac-

cording to a spokesman for the 
homeless-services agency, but the 
district hosts more than  twice 
that number — providing 825 beds 
divided between three traditional 
shelters and six commercial hotels 
being used as emergency shelters. 

The 650 beds in commercial 
hotels will be phased out under 
Mayor DeBlasio’s plan to stop us-
ing hotels by 2023, according to 
spokesman Isaac McGinn, but the 
agency expects to fi nd traditional 
shelter space in the district for at 
least another 100 people who pre-
viously lived in the district over 
the next few years.

Laufer said he was aware of 
the agency’s plan to open new 
shelters in the district, but didn’t 
know how they would stick to 
their timeline since Mayor DeBla-
sio will be out of offi ce by 2023.

“What they don’t tell you is that 
the plan goes beyond DeBlasio’s 
administration, so how do they 
plan on enforcing it?” he asked. 

Beyond complaints about the 
total number of shelters, Sunset 
Park residents also take issue with 
how the city tends to dump them 
in the district with no consulta-
tion and little notice. Last Decem-
ber, for example,  locals were irate 

that the city gave them less than 
24-hour’s notice of its plan to use 
22 of the Brooklyn Way Hotel’s 99 
rooms to house homeless people . 

Because it was an “emergency 
shelter,” explained a spokeswoman 
for the Department of Homeless 
Services, the city technically didn’t 
have to give the community notice. 

But McGinn said that the 
agency was committed to keeping 
communities in the loop as they 
opened new shelters.

“Communities will be the fi rst 
to know as new locations are iden-
tifi ed for use as shelter,” he said.

Rolnick said a fi rst step for the 
committee would be to demand 
from the city the locations of all 
the shelters in the district and the 
total number of beds, and start 
contacting the shelters directly 
about how best to integrate the 
shelters into the community.  

“It’s so opaque to even try to fi nd 
out where the shelters are,” she 
said. “In the short term, we should 
start contacting these shelters im-
mediately, two of us going to these 
places as part of the community 
board and getting information and 
talking to them to see if they’re 
willing also to come to our meet-
ing and talk with us also.” 

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

CB7 committee tackles homeless shelters

NO VACANCY: Community board 7 is mobilizing to confront the proliferation of 
homeless shelters in Sunset Park, such as this stalled Howard Johnson hotel on 
24th Street between Third and Fourth avenues that was converted into a tempo-
rary family shelter.  File photo by Caroline Spivack

BY COLIN MIXSON
This restauranteur is done 
waiting.

A former waiter at the 
Grand Canyon Diner — 
the Montague Street sta-
ple famous for its weirdly 
weighted seven-ounce burg-
ers that closed its doors 
in 2015 — will reopen the 
eatery later this year, only 
this time he looks forward 
to greeting his old patrons 
as the boss!

“I miss all my old cus-
tomers,” said Gonzalo “Vic-
tor” Carreto. “Now they 
don’t know that I’m coming 
back as an owner!” 

Carreto took orders at 
the Montague Street res-
taurant between Henry and 
Clinton streets for 15 years, 
before leaving to purchase 
the Mex Carroll’s Diner on 
Columbia Street in 2013.

He and his partners 
then bought the Grand 
Canyon Diner’s Park Slope 
outpost — then owned by 
the brother of Carreto’s for-
mer boss — a few months 
later, after the erstwhile 
waiter decided the eat-

ery had some room for im-
provement.

“When I took over, what 
can I say, it wasn’t so busy,” 
he said.

The one-time server 
quickly set to work tweak-
ing operations at the Park 
Slope restaurant, moving 
the eatery’s opening hours 

up from 10 am to 7 am to 
meet the breakfast rush, 
and expanding the diner’s 
mostly domestic fare to in-
clude recipes from south of 
the border.

After the Brooklyn’s 
Heights restaurant closed, 
Carreto kept his eyes open 
for an opportunity to re-
turn to Montague Street. 
When another restaurant, 
 Armando’s, closed its doors 
at 141 Montague  — right 
next door to his former 
workplace — in May, he 
knew his long-awaited mo-
ment had arrived.

“We never thought we 
were going to fi nd another 
place right there,” said 
Carreto. “Now we have a 
chance to get back in the 
area.”

Carreto hopes to re-
open the Brooklyn Heights 
Grand Canyon in Septem-
ber, with a menu very sim-
ilar to his Park Slope res-
taurant — American food 
with some Mexican dishes 
— although a few minor 
changes can be expected, 
he said.

Slope’s Grand Canyon to reopen in Heights

MAN IN CHARGE: A former 
waiter at the Grand Canyon Din-
er in Brooklyn Heights, Gonzalo 
“Victor” Carreto, is reopening 
the eatery later this year, only 
this time he’s coming back as 
the boss. CNG / Colin Mixson
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Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

Fish n Chips
SPECIAL

$1299
INCLUDES CORN OR FRIES

with this coupon only

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

GREENHOUSE CAFÉ
CELEBRATES NEW YORK CITY RESTAURANT WEEK

Zuppa De Mussels
French Onion Soup
Eggplant Rolletini

Soup Du Jour
Grand Caesar Salad
House Salad

Fried Calamari
Baked Clams
Shrimp Cocktail

APPETIZERS

Chocolate Mousse 
Brownie Overload 
Apple Strudel

Chocolate Mousse Pie 
Cheesecake 
Ice Cream Sundae

Chocolate Cheesecake 
Fresh Fruit Plate 
Tiramisu

DESSERTS, COFFEE OR TEA

ENTREES
PORK CHOP, With Baconkraut and Bass Ale Gravy

CHICKEN SALTIMBOCCA, Prosciutto, White Wine, Mushrooms, Fresh Mozzarella, Spinach

BURGER DELUXE, Fresh Cut Fries, Bacon, Choice of Cheese

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST, Parmigiana or Francaise

FRENCH CUT ROASTED CHICKEN, Over Sautéed Broccoli Rabe and Roasted Chick Peas

SHRIMP SCAMPI, Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic, Butter

SALMON FILET, Cold Water Farm Raised, Broiled or Grilled

PENNE ALA VODKA, With Grilled Chicken or Shrimp

LASAGNA BOLOGNESE, Crumbled Sausage with Three Cheeses, Marinara Sauce

RIGATONI BROCCOLI RABE, With Roasted Red Pepper, Parmesan and Grilled Chicken

BONELESS SHELL STEAK 14oz. Topped with Garlic Herb Butter

FILET MIGNON, Grilled 10oz.

RACK OF LAMB, Grilled Dijon Crusted

LOBSTER TAILS, Twin 5oz. Served With Drawn Butter

ROASTED LONG ISLAND DUCK, Orange or Strawberry Sauce

SURF N’ TURF, 5oz. Filet Mignon, 5oz. Lobster Tail with Drawn Butter

SEAFOOD LINGUINI, Clams - Mussels – Shrimp - Calamari, Red or White Sauce

BROILED TILAPIA OREGANATA, Topped with Seasoned Panko

Di
nn

er
 M

en
u

Reservations Suggested
(718) 833-8200
Maximum 12 people

7717 – 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11209 
www.greenhousecafe.com

Complete Lunch 
Also Available

11:30- 4pm $26 pp 

Complete Dinner $42.00 Plus Tax and Gratuity

$29.75*$20.75 $26.75*

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American  
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA

EST. 1936

FO

UNDED OVER82 
 YEARS

New Corner Restaurant

     I
s Now Considered A Landmark

A
UG. 

11
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SUMMER DINING
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lic art at Wagner College on 
bucolic Staten Island.   

“Life: Immigration 
Game” uses the same gen-
eral concept as the clas-
sic Milton Bradley game, 
which brings players 
through life’s highs and 
lows — including college, 
working, getting married, 
having children, and own-
ing a home — while they 
earn and lose money along 
the way. But Garbani cus-
tomized her game by over-
laying the board’s surface 
with her old family photos 
and rewriting all the tiles 
along the path to refl ect the 
real-life — and sometimes 
unexpected — triumphs 
and tribulations that she 
culled from interviews 
with about 20 local immi-
grants.

“Everything in the 
game is something that’s 
actually happened to some-
one,” she said. 

Garbani and her family 
members — whom she also 
interviewed for the game 
— experienced some of the 
challenges in the game 
themselves when they em-

igrated from their native 
France to Massachusetts 
in 1984, when Garbani was 
17-years-old. She quickly 
encountered strong prej-
udices against both her 
French culture and her sta-
tus as an immigrant, she 
said, and those memories 
helped inform her decision 
to create the game. 

“People would make 
jokes about the French 
all the time, thinking it 
was really funny, saying 
things like, ‘thank god we 
saved you in World War 
II — if it weren’t for us, 
you’d be speaking Ger-
man,’ or, ‘of course you like 
cheese, you’re French — 
that’s probably why you’re 
stinky, too,’ ” she recalled. 
“I wanted to do a project on 
immigration for a long time 
because of those micro-ag-
gressions and the good and 
bad of moving here.” 

Players start by draw-
ing an “identifi cation 
card,” which lists their pro-
fession and salary in their 
country of origin and their 
new circumstances upon 

arrival in the U.S. Gar-
bani pulled certain details 
— including substantial 
pay cuts and professional 
changes forced by lack of 
U.S.-specifi c qualifi cations 
— from the interviews she 
conducted, she said. In one 
instance, a Pakistani sur-
geon goes from making 
$22,000 a year to making 
$11,000 working as a health 
aide in Texas. In another, a 
Yemeni math teacher earn-
ing $16,000 annually back 
home loses half of their 
salary when they become 
a school janitor in Minne-
sota.  

Then players progress 
through “life,” earning and 
losing thousands along the 
way as they encounter both 
quotidian and life-altering 
challenges. “Co-workers 
mock your culture every 
day. Pay $5,000 for ther-
apy,” reads one tile, which 
Garbani said was inspired 
by her experience work-
ing in the corporate video 
game industry. Others de-
tail pricier diffi culties: 
“Scammed by immigration 

lawyer! Pay $25,000,” reads 
one. “Need to identify body 
of relatives dead in Arizona 
desert border crossing. Pay 
$10,000 for DNA test,” reads 
another, inspired by a true 
story detailed in  “The 
Death of Josseline,”  one of 
the non-fi ction books Gar-
bani consulted in her re-
search. 

But Garbani said that 
even though  President 
Trump’s policies limiting 
immigration  and separat-
ing children from their 
families have thrust im-
migrants’ stories into the 
news recently, she created 
the game to focus on the 
age-old commonalities of 
the immigrant experience, 
adding that she expects the 
game will make players 
feel differently than they 
do when playing a normal 
board game. 

“It’s not about changes 
in immigration laws that 
have happened recently, 
but instead it’s about what 
it’s like to be in a foreign 
land, and not know the lan-
guage, and not know the 
cultural references, having 
your entire family away 
from you, not having a safe 
community for you to be 
in,” she said. 

“I want people to under-
stand what that’s like, so I 
do want them to feel a little 
bit unsettled.” 

Garbani is currently 
working on creating a 
smaller version of the game 
to sell online, and aims to 
spread the full-size version 
of the game to other game 
cafes on the distant isle of 
Manhattan and eventually 
in cities across the country, 
she said. But for now, she 
hopes the game helps Ridg-
ites remember the impor-
tant role that immigrants 
play in the country they all 
call home. 

“America is really a 
country of immigrants, 
and I’d like people to re-
member that,” she said. 

“Life: Immigration 
Game” at Caffe Café (8401 
Third Ave. at 84th Street in 
Bay Ridge,  www.lifeimmi-
grationgame.com ). Through 
Dec. Free. 

RIGGED GAME: “Life: Immigration Game” gives players a taste of 
the issues immigrants have to deal with on a daily basis. 
 Community News Group / Julianne McShane

BRONX & BROOKLYN 

Sealed bids will be received at Madison Square 
Boys & Girls Club office at 733 Third Avenue, 
2nd Floor, New York, NY 10017, until 4:00PM on 
September 7, 2018, for meal catering services 
at the following facilities: Columbus Clubhouse, 
543 East 189th Street, Bronx; Joel E. Smilow 
Clubhouse, 1665 Hoe Avenue, Bronx.; Navy Yard 
Clubhouse, 240 Nassau Street, Brooklyn; and 
the Thomas S. Murphy Clubhouse, 2245 Bedford 
Avenue, Brooklyn. 

New York State specifications for approximately 
150 hot suppers and/or snacks served daily at 
each facility may only be obtained by contacting 
Lois Mickey at Madison Square Boys & Girls Club, 
10:30AM – 4:00PM at (212) 760-9600 ext. 0205. 
All work will be conducted in strict accordance 
with bid specifications. Bids will be opened and 
read on September 7, 2018 at 1:00PM. 

‘LIFE’
Continued from page 1

board could do anything to 
stop the construction, and 
that she would rather the 
city do it in one fell swoop 
so that it’s fi nished by next 
summer rather than drag-
ging on for years. 

“My feeling is we don’t 
have a choice, so we ei-
ther go with the nine-
month issue, or we back 
this out for three years,” 
Weiss said.

But board members 
and Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island) 
demanded the board only 
signal its approval if the 
Economic Development 
Corporation agreed to 
regulate the construc-
tion, traffi c fl ow, and 
other concurrent local de-
velopment projects. 

Hesham Kotby of Haks 
Engineers, the company 
tapped to carry out the 
construction, assured 
locals that the work on 
Neptune Avenue would 
be done by the time of the 
Surf Avenue project. 

But he conceded that 
construction on Mermaid 
Avenue would not be done 

by the time the Surf Av-
enue project started, 
prompting one resident 
to demand that the city 
guarantee that it would 
fi nish work on Mermaid 
Avenue before starting 
on Surf Avenue, saying 
that she feared the street 
closures would make the 
neighborhood a death 
trap for locals trying to 
evacuate in the event of a 
natural disaster.

“Finish Mermaid and 
then you can do all this,” 
said Wanda Feliciano. “If 
there’s another Sandy, 
we’re dead.”

The 23 board mem-
bers present eventually 
agreed to give the agency 
the approval letter — but 
attached stipulations that 
the city commit to fi nish-
ing the Neptune Avenue 
work fi rst, bring in traffi c 
agents to manage traffi c, 
assure adequate signage 
and local notifi cation 
about the road closures, 
suspend alternate-side 
parking in the affected 
areas, and place a mora-
torium on any new devel-
opments on the affected 
block of Mermaid Avenue 
during the construction 
period.

STREET

The source for news in your neighborhood:

Continued from page 4
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11 AM, 3 PM, 7 PM
Bay Ridge
Vesuvio’s

7305 3rd Ave.

11 AM, 3 PM, 7 PM
Sheepshead Bay

Buckley’s
2926 Ave. S

3 PM, 7 PM
Park Slope

Grand Prospect Hall
263 Prospect Ave.

Free Brooklyn Seminars: RSVP (718) 238-6500

Tues., Aug 21 Wed., Aug 22 Thurs., Aug 23
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hub for unique, non-tradi-
tional forms of fi tness and 
recreation — including cir-
cus arts, archery, and axe 
throwing,” said Mike Wolf-
ert, who runs  the Cliffs in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park  and 
elsewhere in the fi ve bor-
oughs. “We aim to bring 
an exceptional new rock 
climbing experience to the 
mix.”

Wolfert inked a deal 
on July 18 to lease a Nev-
ins Street lot for 25 years, 
once the 40,000 square foot 

outpost is built — which is 
slightly smaller than the 
new massive Chelsea Piers 
gym in America’s Down-
town, but more than four 
times the size of the Bridge 
Park outpost. 

The Gowanus Cliffs — 
which Wolfert says will 
be the largest climbing 
gym in the Empire State 
— will also boast more 
traditional fitness equip-
ment, saunas, and a store, 
plus it will offer training, 
group fitness, and yoga 
classes. 

Wolfert — who  was 
cuffed in 2013 for paying 
off a city offi cial  so he could 

speed up the opening of one 
of his facilities in Green-
point, right across from 
that neighborhood’s fetid 
creek — is waiting for all 
of the necessary permits 
before breaking ground on 
the Gowanus building be-
tween Douglass and But-
ler streets, right next to 
Thomas Greene Park, ac-
cording to a spokesman for 
The Cliffs. 

Locals can start scaling 
the Nevins Street rock wall 
and work out in its new 
gym facility in 2020, after 
$18,000,000 worth of con-
struction, according to the 
spokesman. 

is, the residents argued, 
so the Feds must search 
elsewhere for the interim 
splash zone.

“We don’t want it be-
cause they are trying to 
put it on the back parking 
lot, that’s the only parking 
space we will have because 
the other two went to devel-
opers,” said Wyckoff Gar-
dens tenant Paula Smith, 
a member of the complex’s 
resident-watch program. 
“We already sacrifi ced 
space.”

Another tenant who 
supported the plan to 
build the temporary pool 
— which federal offi cials 
promised after revealing 
they must drain and demol-
ish the Double-D because 
the ground it occupies 
within Thomas Greene 
Playground must be exca-
vated and purged of toxins 

as part of the Gowanus Ca-
nal’s cleanse — agreed that 
it should go somewhere 
other than on her neigh-
bors’ parking spaces.    

“Where are the residents 
going to park? I don’t under-
stand where they are get-
ting all this space from, it’s 
insane, there’s no space,” 
said Wyckoff Gardens Resi-
dent Association member 
Monica Underwood.

The residents pushed 
back against the proposed 
location for the pool at a 
July 25 meeting hosted 
by Gowanus Councilman 
Stephen Levin and local 
civic leaders on the North 
Gowanus Vision Commit-
tee, where other attendees 
fl oated ideas for alternate 
sites to build the stand-in 
swimming hole. 

Some of those sites are 
privately owned, however, 
including the lot at 270 
Nevins St. —  which Coun-
cil recently approved the 
use of eminent domain to 

seize from its owner ,  fi lm 
studio Eastern Effects , if 
the city cannot work out 
a deal to buy the land and 
the next-door Butler Street 
parcel where the ancient 
Gowanus Station building 
stands as a location for a 
 water-fi ltration facility  re-
quired as part of the Canal 
cleanup. 

The Gowanusaurs also 
suggested several plots 
along the fetid waterway 
owned by private developer 
Property Markets Group, 
as well as publicly owned 
streets that dead-end at the 
banks of  Brooklyn’s Nauti-
cal Purgatory , which the lo-
cals said city transit gurus 
could close off to traffi c.

A rep for Eastern Effects 
declined to comment on 
whether its bigwigs would 
agree to a deal to hand over 
its land for the pool and fi l-
tration facility, and a Prop-
erty Markets Group rep did 
not immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

Continued from page 1 

POOL

CLIFFS

GREAT HEIGHTS: The owner of Cliffs, a Dumbo-based rock climbing gym, will open a new center in 
Gowanus. Joshua Pestka 

Continued from page 1 
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L & M TOURS 

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.netReceive a Free Bus Trip after completing a 9-Day or more cruise

Bus Charters

Cruise Destinations

Incredible
ACROBATS OF CHINA

Sunday,
November 4, 2018

$119, $99 & $89
$79 & $59

Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
Hundreds of Trip Possibilities

We have 56-seat motorcoaches & 24-seat mini 
buses available for your transportation needs.

Bus Tours - Day & Multi-Day

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

China Wonders
12 Days/10 Nights

May 3–14, 2019
$2899  $3429


