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Beth Kelly, Judy Kottick, and 
Dana Lerner — comple-

tied 70 laps around the 
block that’s home 
to Golden’s Fifth 
Avenue offi ce, be-
tween 74th and 
75th streets, mak-
ing stops for rest 
and refreshments 
at a station that fea-

tured petitions and 
information on the 

speed-camera bill. 
About 70 supporters joined 

the women’s march at various 
points throughout the day, ac-
cording to Cohen, who added 
that a small group also went 
inside Golden’s offi ce during 
a lunchtime break and invited 
his staffers to join them for a 
stroll — an offer she said the 
employees declined.

“Nobody took us up on 
that,” Cohen said, adding 
that Golden was nowhere to 
be found during the day-long 
event. 

The four women were all 
powered, in part, by their 
grief. 

 A Police Department tow-
truck driver struck and killed 
Kelly’s husband, Dr. Carl 
Henry Nacht, in Manhattan 
in 2006 . 

 A bus driver struck and 
killed Kottick’s 23-year-old 
daughter, Ella Bandes , at 
Myrtle Avenue and Palmetto 
Street in Bushwick in 2013.

 A cab driver struck and 
killed Lerner’s 9-year-old son, 
Cooper , in Manhattan in 2014.

Kottick said the women 
demonstrated because they 
never want anyone else to suf-
fer losses like they did at the 
hands of speeding, reckless, 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Call it a community creation. 

Sunset Parkers celebrated 
the unveiling of a new mural, 
which they helped create to 
celebrate their neighborhood’s 
history, industry, and diver-
sity, gracing the entrance to 
Bush Terminal Park on 50th 
Street and First Avenue on 
Aug. 3. The mural’s lead artist 
said the work was important 
because it helped unite the 
community by highlighting 
locals’ shared past.

“A mural like this is im-
portant because it informs the 
community about its history 
and diversity,” said Angel Gar-
cia, an artist at Groundswell, 
a Gowanus-based organiza-
tion that pairs artists with lo-
cals to paint murals through-
out the city. “It can help build 
pride of living in Sunset Park 
and a sense of belonging to the 
neighborhood.” 

The city’s Economic De-
velopment Corporation — a 
quasi-governmental agency 
tasked with growing the city’s 
economy — partnered with 
Groundswell to create the vi-
brant mural, which spans 
about half a block and depicts 
people of various ethnicities 
and features of the neighbor-
hood’s working waterfront. 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They know their movement 
is a marathon, not a sprint.

A group of four women 
grieving for loved ones 
killed by speeding driv-
ers spent eight hours walk-
ing a full 26.2-mile mara-
thon around the block of 
state Sen. Marty Golden’s 
(R–Bay Ridge) district of-
fice on Aug. 2 to protest the 
pol’s inaction on reviving 
and expanding the citywide 

speed-camera program.
A Park Slope mother 

whose  12-year-old son was 
killed by a speeding driver in 
2013  said she hoped the walk 
will push Golden to fi nally 
act  after he backtracked on a 
personal promise he made to 
get the bill passed  — and she 
vowed to persist until they 
get results.

“We are not going any-
where — we have paid the 
highest price for their failure 

to take action. We’re in it for 
the long haul,” said Amy 
Cohen, co-founder of 
Families for Safe 
Streets and mother 
of the late Samuel 
Cohen Eckstein. 
“Golden signed on 
as a cosponsor, he 
made us a promise, 
and he needs to de-
liver.”

Cohen and the 
other walkers — Mary 

New S’Park 
mural touts 

nabe’s history 
and diversity

Speed-camera advocates walk full marathon 
around Golden’s Ridge offi ce in call for action

THE LONG HAUL

Wheel characters
Handicapped canines Candy and Little Miss Lexi fl ashed their pearly whites in Prospect Park on Aug. 
4 while appearing as a spokes-dog for shelter Posh Pets Rescue during an animal adoption event on 
Aug. 4. For more furry fun, see page 14. Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued on page 3Continued on page 12

A CNG Publication Vol. 73 No. 32 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

COMMUNITY CREATION: Sunset 
Parkers collaborated with an artist 
to create a mural celebrating the 
community’s industry and diver-
sity at the entryway of Bush Termi-
nal Park. Photo by Zoe Freilich
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They won’t take the hate. 

The Police Department 
must track down the bigots 
who scrawled racist, anti-Chi-
nese graffi ti at various sites 
throughout Bensonhurst, de-
manded local leaders and Bor-
ough President Adams, who 
said the vulgar vandalism 
— which was mass-produced 
across the neighborhood us-
ing spray paint and a stencil 
— bore all the hallmarks of a 
hate crime, and must be pros-
ecuted as such.

“This was a pre-meditated 
action to identify a group and 
treat them in a disparaging, 
negative fashion — that to me 
says hate crime all over it, and 
that crime needs to be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent of 
the law,” Adams said on Mon-
day, when he revealed he’s of-
fering a $1,000 reward for tips 
that lead to the arrest of the 
person or persons responsi-
ble. 

The stenciled black paint 
left a profane message — “Chi-
nese C---- Stink Like Fish” — 
displayed at various locations 
in the neighborhood.

A Police Department rep 
told this newspaper that its 
Hate Crime Task Force is in-
vestigating three of the graf-
fi ti incidents — at a Chinese 
market on 86th Street at Bay 
25th Street, on a column on 
86th Street across from Bay 
26th Street, and outside a 
New Utrecht Avenue funeral 
home between 85th and 86th 
streets — as possible bias in-
cidents. 

A rep for Councilman 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land) said he saw the same 
grotesque graffi ti scrawled at 
no less than seven locations.

Police later released a 

video believed to show the per-
petrator stenciling the vulgar 
message on the wall of a 20th 
Avenue supermarket between 
85th and 86th streets around 
2:30 am on Aug. 4, and are ask-
ing the public’s help in identi-
fying him.

Treyger and Assembly-
man William Colton (D–Ben-
sonhurst) joined Adams to 
denounce the graffi ti at the 
rally, along with reps from 
the  United Chinese Associa-
tion of Brooklyn . Treyger con-
demned the “disgusting, hate-
ful behavior”  on social media , 
writing that the neighbor-
hood’s strength is found in its 
diversity. 

“We celebrate our diversity 

in this community, and your 
disgusting behavior will not 
be tolerated,”  Treyger tweeted 
to the unknown perpetrators .

Colton called on the com-
munity to unite against such 
racism, and pledged to make 
sure this incident becomes an 
opportunity to bring locals to-
gether, rather than let it tear 
them apart.

“All must unite together to 
protect our neighborhood and 
all its families from such con-
duct,” the assemblyman said. “I 
will work to bring us together 
to ensure this attack on our 
neighborhood will not divide us 
but will make us all the more 
determined to work together 
for a better and safer neighbor-

hood for all our families.”
Anyone with information is 

asked to call the NYPD’s Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-
TIPS (8477). The public can 
also submit tips at  www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com .
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By Julianne McShane

He’s a force of nature. 
A Sunset Park filmmaker who 

has turned his camera on New 
York City’s wild spaces and hurricane-rav-
aged neighborhoods will screen his short 
flicks at two Brooklyn events his month, 
on Aug. 10 in Greenpoint and on Aug. 25 
at Industry City. Nathan Kensinger said 
he first put his focus on the city’s land-
scapes and waterways when he moved to 
Gowanus in 2003 and noticed how quickly 
the waterfront was changing. 

“I really became interested in the 
industrial waterfront and trying to capture 
the buildings that were still standing,” he 
said. “In the course of exploring the water-
front and taking all of these photographs, I 
started to see that they were really demol-

ishing a lot of it.” 
At a free outdoor event this week, 

Kensinger will screen three of his films 
that focus on New York’s natural land-
scape. In his “Reclaimed Ground,” 
Kensinger highlights Hunter’s Point, a 
wild forest that flourished on the Queens 
waterfront before construction workers 
bulldozed it in 2015 to make way for a new 
park. For “English Kills Voyage,” he used 
a remote-controlled boat decked out with 
waterproof cameras to explore the muck 
of Newtown Creek. And in “Covered 
Tracks,” Kensinger explores an abandoned 
train tunnel running through the Hudson 
River. The filmmaker will discuss his 
work before the showing.

Kensinger’s latest documentary, 
“Managed Retreat,” will screen as part 

of the closing night of the Rooftop Film 
Festival, at Industry City on Aug. 25. 
The movie spotlights three Staten Island 
neighborhoods abandoned after Hurricane 
Sandy, with the state buying and destroy-
ing the remaining homes. Kensinger went 
to photograph the neighborhoods in the 
days after the hurricane, and realized that 
he needed to film the transition. 

“I thought that these neighborhoods 
were taking the most interesting approach 
[to recovery], and in the course of pho-
tographing it, I just realized it would be 
much better captured on film,” he said. 

To get the footage, Kensinger visited 
the neighborhoods several times between 
2015 and 2017, and was amazed at how 
quickly the wildlife returned, he said. 

“I think how quickly nature returned 

was a real surprise — you’d walk down the 
street and see a deer peek out and investi-
gate this newly open landscape,” he said. 

Kensinger said that his two latest films 
make a sort of matched set. 

“In ‘Managed Retreat,’ you’re seeing 
a community torn down and being turned 
into nature, and in ‘Reclaimed Ground,’ 
you’re seeing nature being torn down and 
turned into a community,” he said. 

“The Films of Nathan Kensinger” at 
Java Street Community Garden (59 Java 
St. between West and Franklin streets in 
Greenpoint). Aug. 10 at 8:30 pm. Free. 

“Managed Retreat” at “Rooftop Shots: 
Closing Night” at Industry City Courtyard 
5-6 (Second Avenue between 34th and 35th 
streets in Sunset Park, www.rooftopfilms.
com). Aug. 25 at 8 pm. $16. 

His films show city’s natural landscapes

Wild guide

Nature boy: Sunset Park filmmaker 
Nathan Kensinger highlights some 
of the city’s overlooked and aban-
doned landscapes in his documen-
taries. Photo by Jason Speakman 

Urban jungle: “Reclaimed Ground” highlights 
Hunter’s Point, a forest that flourished in Queens 
before the city transformed it into a park earlier this 
year. Nathan Kensinger

UNITED FRONT: (Above) Councilman Mark Treyger, at podium, Borough 
President Adams, right, and Assemblyman William Colton, left, joined 
forces with the United Chinese Association of Brooklyn at an Aug. 6 press 
conference to demand that the authorities fi nd the perpetrators of the 
vile, anti-Chinese graffi ti, and prosecute them for hate crimes. (Right) 
Police later released surveillance video of this man, who authorities be-
lieve is responsible for at least one — but possibly several — vulgarly 
racist messages stenciled on walls around Bensonhurst. 

HATE GRIME
Leaders condemn, cops hunt perpetrator of vulgar, 
anti-Chinese graffi ti smeared across Bensonhurst
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and distracted drivers, and be-
cause they believe speed cam-
eras can make a difference.

“We don’t want anyone to 
experience the kind of pain 
and suffering that we have 
every single day,” she said. 
“If there were speed cameras 
where my daughter was killed, 
she might still be alive.” 

Activists and concerned 
locals gathered for a press 
conference directly outside 
Golden’s offi ce, where the 
neighboring district’s local pol 
— Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island) — delivered 
an impassioned plea for action, 
blasting Golden for refusing to 
wield his infl uence with state 
Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan (R–Long Island) to 
force the speed-camera issue, 
and saying that his failure to 
lead will mean defeat in the 
November election.

“Marty Golden failed to de-
liver. This is one of the most-
important responsibilities of 
any public offi cial,” Treyger 
said. “If you can’t do this, Sen. 
Golden, why are you enabling 
Sen. Flanagan to lead your 
conference? This program is 
now expired, but we’re not go-
ing to stop fi ghting until we 
get this program saved, pre-
served, and expanded — and 
the only thing that will be 
expiring is the tenure of Sen. 
Golden.” 

Statistics prove that speed 
cameras — which photograph 
drivers’ license plates and au-
tomatically issue $50 fi nes to 
speeders — do slow drivers 
and improve safety. There 
were more than 60-percent 
fewer speeding violations in 
school zones with cameras in 
the two years after they were 
fi rst installed in 2014, and a 
nearly 15-percent reduction in 
injuries,  according to a trans-
portation-agency report pub-
lished last year . 

The Republican-led Sen-
ate ended its session on June 
20 without voting on  a bipar-
tisan bill that would double 
the number of cameras city-
wide over the next fi ve years  
after state Sen. Simcha Felder 
(D–Midwood) — who caucuses 
with Senate Republicans — 
did not allow it to leave the 
Cities Committee, which he 
chairs.  The 140 existing cam-
eras stopped issuing tickets 
once the program expired on 
July 25 , but stayed on so that 
the city can collect speed data 
for a report to be released in 
the near future, said a spokes-
man from the mayor’s offi ce. 

Last month, before the law 
expired, Cohen  led a 24-hour 

vigil outside of Golden’s offi ce  
demanding he leverage his 
power as the city’s most senior 
Republican to pressure Flana-
gan to reconvene the Senate 
before the July 25 expiration 
date.  The Ridge pol eventually 
put out a statement calling on 
Flanagan to bring the Senate 
back to Albany  for a vote on 
the bill, but after his majority 
leader took no action,  Golden 
put the blame on Gov. Cuomo  
when the cameras expired. 

Cohen said she’s sick of the 
politics and just wanted the 
pols to do their jobs and pro-
tect their constituents.

“They should’ve just done 
the right thing in June, and 
they need to do the right thing 
now,” she said.

When Golden’s offi ce was 
contacted for comment, staff-
ers simply passed along a 
statement from a spokesman 
for the Senate Republicans, 
which again passed the buck 
to Gov. Cuomo and also, cu-
riously, to the Assembly — 
which had already passed the 
fi ve-year speed camera au-

thorization before the session 
ended. The statement implies 
that the lower house should in-
stead return to Albany to vote 
on an alternative bill that was 
proposed — but never voted 
on — by Senate Republicans, 
which keep the cameras oper-
ating for a mere six months.

“Senate Republicans have 
already said very clearly we 
are willing to approve an ex-
tender that keeps the cameras 
on,” said Scott Reif. “The ball 
is in the Assembly and Gover-
nor’s court.” 

Kottick said that Golden 
should understand the fatal 
consequences of reckless driv-
ing, since  an elderly woman 
he hit with his car in 2005 at 
Third Avenue and 84th Street 
later died of her injuries . 

“Sen. Golden has a history 
of speeding and killing some-
one, so you would think he’d 
want to make amends and 
save as many more people as 
he can, in honor of the person 
he killed, but he’s not been do-
ing what he needs to do,” she 
said. 

NEVER GIVE UP: (Above) Amy Cohen, who lost her son to a speeding 
driver in 2013, took a break from her 26.2-mile walkathon around the 
Bay Ridge block of state Sen. Marty Golden’s district offi ce on Aug. 2 to 
deliver an impassioned speech at an evening press conference calling 
for action to reauthorize school-zone speed cameras. (Below) Protesters 
parked a car outside Golden’s offi ce covered with photos of loved ones 
who were killed by speeding drivers. Photos by Trey Pentecost

Continued from cover

MARATHON

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Police arrested a Brighton 
Beach man for allegedly stab-
bing another man to death in 
broad daylight on 59th Street 
in Sunset Park on Aug. 2.

The suspect allegedly 
stabbed fellow Brighton 
Beacher Miguel Garcia in 
the neck, chest, and head in 

front of a building at Sixth 
Avenue just before 10 am, ac-
cording to police. Emergency 
medical personnel trans-
ported Garacia to NYU Lan-
gone Hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead, authori-
ties said.  

The suspect is charged 
with second-degree murder.

WANTED: Police are searching for this man, who — with another un-
identifi ed perp — allegedly put a man in a chokehold and stole $250 
from him on W. 17th Street between Neptune and Mermaid avenues on 
July 19. NYPD

Police search for pair of 
men wanted for assault, 
robbery in Coney Island
BY JULIANNE MCSHANE

Police are searching for a pair 
of men who put another man 
in a chokehold and stole $250 
from him on W. 17th Street on 
July 19. 

The assault and rob-
bery occurred between Nep-
tune and Mermaid avenues 
around 11:30 pm, when one 
of the perps grabbed the man 
from behind and the other 
went through his pockets 
and stole the cash, accord-
ing to the report. The perps 
then threw the man to the 
ground and fl ed on foot on 
Mermaid Avenue towards W. 
16th Street, police said, add-
ing that the man received 
treatment for his injuries at 
Coney Island Hospital.

Police describe one of the 
perps as having a beard and 
tattoos on his arms and neck, 
and added that he was last 
seen wearing a black base-
ball cap, a black shirt, blue 
jeans, and black and white 
sneakers. Police did not have 
a description of the second 
man.

Anyone with information 
about the incident is asked to 
call Crime Stoppers at (800) 
577–8477 or in Spanish at 
(888) 577–4782. The public can 
also submit tips by logging 
onto the Crime Stoppers web-
site at  www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com  or by texting tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then enter-
ing TIP577. All tips are confi -
dential.

Arrest in fatal S’Park stabbling

Chokehold
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BY KEVIN DUGGAN
It was a day burned into memory.

Forty years after one of the city’s 
deadliest fi res of the 20th century, fam-
ilies of fi refi ghters and Sheepshead 
Bay locals gathered to remember the 
devastating Waldbaum supermarket 
fi re on Aug 2.

Hundreds of people attended the 
40th-anniversary memorial mass at 
St. Brendan’s Catholic Church on Ave-
nue O, along with the family members 
of the six fi refi ghters who died in the 
fi re, as well as the heads of the fi re de-
partment and the police force.

The Waldbaum supermarket fi re of 
Aug. 2, 1978, on Avenue Y and Ocean 
Avenue was one of the worst fi res in 
the fi re department’s history. The col-
lapse of the supermarket roof killed 
six fi refi ghters and injured 34.

And the four decades that have 
passed did not diminish the memory 
of the traumatic blaze. One daughter 

of a fallen fi reman was surprised by 
the number of people both young and 
old at the service.

“The day was overwhelming a lit-
tle bit at times, but I wouldn’t want it 
any other way,” said Christine Hast-
ings, whose father Harold Hastings of 
Battalion 42 was killed in the fi re. “We 
looked back in that church and there 
were guys standing in that church 
who were 20 years old. These young 
fi remen, they come and they pay re-
spects to my father and the other fi ve 
fi refi ghters, and they don’t even know 
these men. I think it’s amazing that 
they do that,” said Hastings, who trav-
elled up from Naples, Fla., for the cer-
emony.

The Bay Improvement Group com-
memorated the 40th anniversary of 
the tragedy by installing a refurbished 
plaque at the site of the fi re, which is 
now a Staples, to ensure that the sur-

NOT FORGOTTEN: Bay Improvement Group president Steve Barrison, at left, talks to fam-
ily members of fi refi ghter Harold Hastings, Battalion 42, who lost his life in the Waldbaum 
supermarket fi re of 1978, during a remembrance ceremony on Aug. 2.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

TRAGEDY: When the roof collapsed on the burning Waldbaum Supermarket in August 1978, 
it killed six fi refi ghters and injured 34 others. Associated Press / Hal Goldenberg

Eternal fl ames
Waldbaum supermarket fi re 
remembered, 40 years later

Continued on page 27
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GREAT DEAL!

D
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Bananas

Cauliflower

Shelled Walnuts

Blueberries

Orange Juice Nectars

Black Bing Cherries

Green Squash Peaches

$$279279
52 oz.52 oz.

Romaine Hearts Bananas

¢¢4949lb.lb.

¢¢5959lb.lb.

Tomato Sauce
Whipped Butter

Cream Cheese

$$499499
lb.lb.

$$199199
8 oz.8 oz.

¢¢4949lb.lb.

$$299299
pint pkg.pint pkg.

¢¢8989lb.lb.

$$129129
3 pack3 pack

$$199199
8 oz. bar8 oz. bar

¢¢797915 oz.15 oz.

K

$$199199
lb.lb.

Seedless Watermelons

¢¢2929lb./wholelb./whole

Corn

99forfor

$$199199

$$129129
large headlarge head

$$129129
1 li.1 li.

8/08 7AM -8/13 7PM
SALE STARTS 08 09 10 11 12 13

BY BEN VERDE
It was a nice game, pretty boy.

“Seinfeld” superfans and 
baseball lovers alike fl ocked 
to MCU Park on Aug. 3 for a 
sponge-worthy night cele-
brating the show about noth-
ing. 

Fans participated in on-
fi eld events like the “Elaine 
dance off” — with the prize 
going to the worst dancer — 
and a “garbage eating con-

test” where fans ate out of 
trash cans in an ode to George 
Costanza’s unsanitary eating 
habits. 

Steve Hytner — who played 
Jerry’s comic nemesis Kenny 
Bania — was even on hand to 
throw out the fi rst pitch.

“It was one of the most fun 
experiences,” said Zoe Prime-
aux, a Park Sloper who won 
the Elaine dancing contest. “I 
was among my people!  It was 

fantastic, seeing all the ‘Sein-
feld’ nerds.” 

Ticket holders also received 
a talking Keith Hernandez 
alarm clock that wakes fans 
with a shout of  “nice game, 
pretty boy!” 

The crowd of 7,758 was the 
biggest MCU has seen this sea-
son, and the Cyclones put on a 
show worth showing up for, 
topping the Aberdeen Iron-
birds 4–3. 

‘Seinfeld’ night at MCU Park 
draws more than 7,000 fans

GET OUT!: (Above) Zoe Primeaux won the Elaine dance contest. (Center) 
The Cyclones became the Seinclones for one night only. (Left) King Henry 
presides over the garbage eating contest. Photos Steve Solomonson
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53 lbs gone!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
      myfatlossexpert.com

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

STILL SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF BROOKLYN AT OUR NEW LOCATION

Our helpful and experienced staff remains the same
Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500

1700 Coney Island Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Didn’t get far 
Police arrested a man who alleg-

edly broke into an 85th Street home 
on July 30 and fl ashed a switch-
blade. 

The alleged break-in occurred at 
the home between Dyker Place and 
Seventh Avenue at around 11:50 am, 
and police caught up with the sus-
pect after he fl ed on foot, cops said.

What a tool
 A pilferer broke into a 73rd 

Street home on July 30 and stole 
construction tools.

The theft occurred at the home 
between 10th and 11th avenues 
around 8 am, police said, adding 
that the perp gained entry to the 
home by climbing over a fence, and 
fl ed through the front door of the 
property’s construction site, taking 
off with a hammer drill and a weld-
ing machine.  

Car trouble
A lowlife wrecked a woman’s car, 

parked on Shore Road, on Aug. 2.
The miscreant slashed all four 

tires of the car, broke the driver’s 
side mirror, and scratched the front 
fender and one of the back doors 
at the car’s location between 94th 
Street and Ridge Boulevard at some 
point before 9 am, police said. 

Break-in
A lout stole a man’s iPhone X 

and $850 by breaking into a car 
through the rear driver’s-side win-
dow — damaging the side mirror in 
the process — on Eighth Avenue on 
Aug. 4.

The incident occurred at 66th 
Street at some point before 3 am, ac-
cording to police.

Night fi ght
A baddie pushed a woman to the 

ground and stole her passport, debit 
card, license, and car keys on Third 
Avenue on Aug. 5.

The assault and theft occurred 
at 73rd Street at around 3 am, when 
the crook grabbed the woman by the 
hair and threw her down before she 
grabbed the items and fl ed on foot, 
according to the report.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Heavy metal 
A pair of louts struck a man on 

his head and neck with a metal 
rod — causing swelling to his head 
and bruising to his neck — on 79th 
Street on July 30.

The assault occurred at 17th 
Avenue just before 1:30 am, police 
said. Emergency medical personnel 
transported the man to Maimonides 

Medical Center, and the perps fl ed 
on foot on 79th Street toward 18th 
Avenue, according to the report.

On his tail
A pair of miscreants attacked, 

threatened, and attempted to rob a 
man in his Bay 19th Street building 
on July 30.

The man told police the duo fol-
lowed him from the grocery store to 
his home between 86th Street and 
Benson Avenue at around 4 pm. The 
male lout punched the man in the 
face and threatened to shoot him 
while the woman tried to go through 
his pockets, according to the report, 
which added that the dastardly duo 
fl ed on foot on Bay 19th Street to-
wards Benson Avenue. 

Didn’t check out
A liar swindled a woman out of 

$250 at a Bay Parkway bank on July 
30. 

The woman told police she was at 
the bank at 85th Street around 5 pm, 
when the man asked her to deposit 
his check for $600 so he could get his 
cash. But when the woman went to 
deposit the check into her account, 
the man pushed her and withdrew 
the $250, adding, “don’t worry, the 
rest of the money is going to be 
gone,” according to the report. 

Room service
A pilferer stole $3,000 from a 

woman’s purse while she was sleep-
ing inside a Shore Parkway hotel at 
sometime overnight on July 30. 

The theft occurred inside the 
hotel near Bay 35th Street at some 
point between 10 pm and 6 am the 
next day, according to the report.  

Break-in
A pilferer broke into a Bay 19th 

Street home and stole a cellphone 
— while the homeowner was in the 
kitchen — on July 31, police said.

The theft occurred at the home 
between 86th Street and Benson av-
enues at around 10 am, according 
to the report, which added that the 
perp then fl ed in an unknown direc-
tion.

Hit the brakes 
Police arrested a pair of men who 

they say assaulted, threatened, and 
stole electronics, car keys, and a 
cellphone from a man on 83rd Street 
on Aug. 3. 

The victim told police he was be-
tween 16th and 17th avenues just af-

ter 6:30 pm, when the pair chased 
him to his car. One of the men 
then opened the car door and put 
his hands around the man’s neck, 
punching him and holding him to 
the ground, while the second man 
stole the property from the car, po-
lice reported. The report also added 
that the second man was carrying a 
hammer, causing the victim to fear 
for his life. 

Into the night 
A lout strangled a woman, caus-

ing her to lose consciousness, in a 
Bay 34th Street home on Aug. 3. 

The assault occurred in the 
home between Benson and Bath av-
enues just before 6:45 pm, when the 
man strangled the woman and then 
fl ed on a white bike in an unknown 
direction, according to the report.

Motor off
A crook stole a green 2013 Kawa-

saki motorcycle from its Bay 31st 
Street parking spot on Aug. 4.

The criminal made the steal from 
the spot between Bath and Cropsey 
avenues at some point before 4 am, 
according to the report.

Washed out
A thief broke into a 78th Street 

home on Aug. 5 and stole a bottle of 
conditioner worth less than $7, po-
lice said.

The break-in occurred at the 
home between 18th and 19th av-
enues around 12:30 am, when the 
crook broke in through side bath-
room window and stole the hair 
product. She fl ed on foot, down 78th 
Street towards 18th Avenue, police 
said.   — Julianne McShane

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Cut-throat
A brute slashed a man’s neck 

with a boxcutter on Surf Avenue on 
July 29. 

The victim told police he was 
near W. 23rd Street at 6:25 pm when 
the lout, whom he had never seen 
before, started an argument that 
escalated with the lout cutting the 
man. The victim was treated at Co-
ney Island Hospital for a laceration 
to the neck.

Store strike
Two ruffi ans beat a Neptune Av-

enue store employee with a broom-
stick and cane on July 31.

The man and woman struck the 
victim on the body, causing abra-
sion and swelling, following an ar-
gument over continued harassment 
at the store near W. 36th Street at 
11:10 pm, the victim told the author-
ities.

Government theft
A thief broke into a government-

owned vehicle and stole a laptop and 
a drill set on W. Brighton Avenue on 
July 29. 

The unknown looter broke into 
the front passenger side window of 
the car parked near W. Third Street 
at 2 pm and snatched a New York 
State Department of Transport 
Hewlett Packard laptop and a Bosch 
drill set, according to cops.

Nap trap!
A sneak stole a man’s phone after 

he nodded off on the Q train near 
Ocean Parkway on July 29.

The victim told police he boarded 
the train at Atlantic Avenue, head-
ing for Avenue M. He was woken up 
by a stranger at Ocean Parkway and 
Brighton Beach Avenue station at 3 
am and noticed his black Apple iP-
hone 7 Plus was missing from his 
shirt pocket, cops said.  

The 29-year-old man told cops he 
had been drinking prior to getting 
on the train, police said.

The iThief
A purloiner stole two phones 

from a storage kiosk at an amuse-
ment park ride on Surf Avenue on 
July 30.

The two owners of the phones 
told cops that the unknown sneak 
stole their black iPhone 7 Plus and 
rose gold iPhone 7 Plus while they 
were on an amusement ride at 8:15 
pm.

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Delivery gone wrong
Two crooks jumped a food deliv-

ery man and robbed him at E. 28th 
Street on Aug. 2. 

The victim told cops he was de-
livering Chinese food to an ad-
dress between Voorhies Avenue and 
Shore Parkway at 1:40 pm. When he 
arrived and called the person that 
ordered the food, he was told to go to 
another address on the same block, 
where he was approached by two 
baddies, one of them masked, police 
reported. 

The victim made a run for it, 
throwing the food and $50 on the 
ground, police said. The two rogues 
chased him, then picked up the cash 
and fl ed towards Voorhies Avenue, 
according to the authorities.

— Kevin Duggan
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2579 East 17th Street

Suite 51, 

Brooklyn NY, 11235

Tel: 718-676-5757

Fax: 718-676-5758

Email: info@RRESQ.com

www.RRESQ.com

2579 East 17th Street

Suite 51, 

Brooklyn NY, 11235

Tel: 718-676-5757

Fax: 718-676-5758

Email: info@RRESQ.com

www.RRESQ.com

Ratsenberg & Associates, P.C.Ratsenberg & Associates, P.C.

•Personal Injury

•Motor Vehicle Accidents

•Slip, Trip and Falls

•Construction Site Accidents

•School & Playground Accidents

•Elevator Accidents

•Medical Malpractice

•Wrongful Death Claims

•False Arrests

•Internet Harassment

•Dog Bites

•Labor Law Cases

•Nursing Home Incidents

•Bullying Incidents

Free consultation available
We Speak: English • Russian • Hablamos Español

Personal Injury Attorneys

Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
Member FDIC

2.25%
PLATINUM SAVINGS

On Balances Below $100,000

APY1

2.25%
11 MONTH CD

APY2

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 7/06/18 and subject to change 
without notice.  A minimum balance of $0.01 is required to open account.  The 
account will be charged a minimum balance fee of $8.00 each statement cycle 
if the average daily balance for that cycle falls below $2,500.  Fees can reduce 
earnings. Account balances between $0.01 and $99,999.99 earn 2.25% APY on the 
entire balance.  Account balances $100,000 and over earn 0.90% APY on the entire 
balance.  Transaction limitations apply, see an account representative for details.  
New money is required to open a Platinum Savings. New money is defined as 

funds not currently on deposit at Northfield Bank. Platinum Savings 2.25% APY 

is only available in Mercer, Hunterdon, Middlesex, Union, and Kings county 

branches and online.

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 07/06/18 and subject to change 
without notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open 11 Month CD.   All account 
balances above $0.01 will earn the stated APY.  There is a substantial penalty for 
early withdrawals. Fees could reduce earnings.   The 11 month CD requires new 
money only. New money is defined as funds not currently on deposit at Northfield 
Bank.  The maximum account balance for the 11 Month CD is $225,000.

(833) 301-NFBK

OPEN ONLINE @ ENORTHFIELD.COM 

OR VISIT ANY BRANCH LOCATION!

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Back and neck pain make 
the simplest tasks nearly im-
possible.   

You may be unable to 
walk, bend, work, or drive as 
turning your head to see the 
car behind you — a function 
we barely even think about 
under normal conditions — 
is not possible. This kind of 
debilitating pain impacts the 
quality of life. 

It may be that you’ve tried 
to get help. You may have al-
ready seen doctors for tra-
ditional medical and chiro-
practic care, without results. 
Perhaps it appears the only 
possibility is surgery. 

But this is not your only 
option. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi DC 
of the Spine and Disc Center 
of Brooklyn has been treat-
ing patients with these condi-
tions for more than 35 years, 
reinstating their quality of 
life through nonsurgical treat-
ment. No spinal injections or 
drugs are involved. Instead, he 
utilizes decompression ther-

apy, a leading non-surgical, 
alternative treatment for seri-
ous neck and low back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi. “It has helped 

people who are at the end of 
their rope.”

Decompression therapy ef-
fectively treats disabling low 
back, neck, and radiating leg 
and arm pain by reducing the 
pressure on spinal nerves, 
discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, effective, 
and amazing pain relief that 
enables most patients to re-
turn to a more active lifestyle,” 
says the doctor. “There is a 
95% success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop this 
procedure was conducted by 
prominent physicians, en-
gineers, and technicians at 
major teaching hospitals, 
says Dr. DiGiuseppi, who is 
trained in these methods. 
The certification course was 
designed by the leading ex-
pert in spinal decompression, 
Dr. Jay Kennedy, D.C., who 
taught doctors worldwide and 
treated thousands of patients 
using a variety of decompres-
sion systems. To gain certifi-
cation involves more than 40 
hours of instruction, includ-
ing hands-on training ses-
sions, followed by certifica-
tion examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and 
others in the community 
with advanced spinal de-
compression therapy,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression therapy 
begins with a series of ses-
sions that typically run three 
or four times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, or 
face up, on the table. During 
each of these sessions, electri-
cal muscle stimulation, ultra-
sound, or therapeutic laser 
may be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote further 
healing of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, patients 
may be asked to complete spe-
cific exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal steno-
sis, bulging, herniated, and 
degenerative discs, pinched 
nerves, and sciatica have 
found relief through this 
method. 

Spine and Disc 
Center of Brook-
lyn 8214 - 13th Av-
enue 11228 in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 833–
3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY
Get relief now for back pain at Spine and Disc Center

BY BOBBY KIRSCHENBAUM
Locals and families with kids 
with special needs had a blast 
last week at the Connie Lekas 
School-P811K eighth-annual 
Summer Carnival on Aug. 1.

The Sheepshead Bay school, 
which serves middle and high 
school students from across 
the borough, welcomed more 
than 250 people to the 2018 
party at its Haring Street cam-
pus, offering carnival games 
and face painting, plus a wa-
ter slide and a bouncy house, 

in addition to  a wide variety 
of food and beverages. 

But the highlight was the 
live deejay, who truly bonded 
with the kids and made the 
whole experience much more 
fun, according to principal 
Antoinette Rose.

“Many of our students are 
socially awkward through 
their disabilities, but many 
came out of their shells and 
were singing and socializing 
with the deejay in ways that 
they normally wouldn’t be 

able to do,” Rose said.
Local pols state Sen. Rox-

anne Persaud and Assem-
blywoman Helene Weinstein 
also turned out to show their 
support for the event, and the 
work the Connie Lekas School 
does year-round for its 350 spe-
cial-needs students.

Rose created the annual 
block party in her fi rst year as 
principal eight years ago, and 
she said that each year the 
event draws more people, and 

Eighth-annual Connie Lekas School summer 
carnival delights students with special needs

ALL SMILES: (Above) Student Aniya Pitts enjoyed cotton candy at the 
Connie Lekas School’s annual carnival, held at the Haring Street school 
on Aug. 1. (Center) Andrea the face painter gave student Omar Opeh some 
arm art. (Left) The live deejay really helped student Marlon Fordyce come 
out of his shell on the dance fl oor. Photos by Steve SolomonsonContinued on page 27
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Caring for a family member who has trouble with thinking and 
memory can be extremely challenging. So challenging, in fact, 
that caregivers may feel overwhelmed, struggling to maintain 
their own health and well-being.

NYU Langone’s Family Support Program provides convenient, 
personalized, and ongoing support to people caring for someone 
with Alzheimer’s or other thinking and memory disorders.

The program is provided free of charge to individuals living 
within the fi ve boroughs. You will receive access to counseling; 
connections to doctors and support groups; and compassionate 
guidance by being paired with a caregiver who has had a similar 
experience.

Join a community dedicated to providing the support and 
guidance you need, for as long as you need it.

For more information or to enroll, call us at 646.754.2277 
or visit nyulangone.org/memorydisordersupport.

The Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias Family Support Program
is supported by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.

THE ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 
AND RELATED DEMENTIAS 

FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM.

YOUR FATHER
KEEPS WANDERING
AWAY FROM HOME.
BUT IT’S YOU WHO

FEELS LOST.

429009-01_NYU1793_CommunityNews_2017_P4C.indd   1 10/3/17   4:28 PM

BAY RIDGE
F E D E R A L

13 MONTH CD SPECIAL

2.50% APY*

30 MONTH CD SPECIAL

3.05% APY*

IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN ONE OF OUR CD SPECIALS, PLEASE CALL US AT

(718) 680-2121

1750 86TH

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in 
effect when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early 
withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown 
above is $20,000.  All accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a 
sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

PROTECT YOUR HOME & ASSETS 
FROM NURSING HOME BILLS

Giovanni P.
Silvagni, Esq

Ida Como, 
Esq

Elder Law

Estate Planning

Asset Protection

Living Trusts & Wills

Medicaid Home Care and 
Nursing Home Applications

Estate and  
Probate Matters

Real Estate

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
CALL 718-928-3355
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69-17 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale
172 Gravesend Neck Road, Brooklyn 

Email: Info@silvagniandcomolaw.com
www.silvagniandcomolaw.com
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888.722.7166 | NYSCAS.TOURO.EDU

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, visit www.touro.edu 
*Touro College was named #1 in the Value-added all star category.  

MONEY is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under license.  From MONEY Magazine,
©2017 Time Inc.  Used under license. 

MONEY and Time Inc. are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of Touro College.

Your path to success starts at New York School of Career & Applied

Studies (NYSCAS). Students like Kurt choose from more than 45
associate’s and bachelor’s degree programs at seven convenient locations

throughout the metro area.
Choose NYSCAS. A division of Touro College.

MONEY magazine says Touro’s NYSCAS is #1.  

So do our students.

Kurt K.

B.A. | NYSCAS ’18

Future Network

Administrator

Garcia painted most of the mural over 
a two-week period, but said that com-
munity members shaped it by voicing 
their artistic ideas at a community 
meeting last month. 

“The inspiration for the mural 
came from the community input ses-
sion we had early on in the project, 
when people said they wanted it to fo-
cus on jobs, history, and the neighbor-
hood’s different cultures,” he said.

An image of a rooted tree is meant 
to emphasize the neighborhood’s rich 
history as a melting pot — a message 
also evoked by the image of a woman 
sewing a fl ag, according to Garcia.

“The fabric she’s sewing has pat-
terns of different cultures, which rep-
resent the fabric of the neighborhood 
and the fabric of America,” Garcia 
said. 

About 30 locals also helped paint 
in the bottom panel of the mural — de-
picting 19th-century settlers arriving 
in Sunset Park — during a communi-
ty-painting day on July 21.

PUTTING DOWN ROOTS: The tree extending its roots into the ground symbolizes how dif-
ferent cultures have come to Sunset Park, planted seeds, and grown into sturdy neighbors 
who become part of the soil. Photo by Zoe Freilich

Continued from cover

MURAL

LET YOUR FLAG FLY: The image of a woman sewing a fl ag from the patterns of different 
cultures is meant to represent the interwoven fabric of the neighborhood and America, ac-
cording to the artist. Photo by Zoe Freilich

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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NYU LANGONE  
AMBULATORY CARE 
BAY RIDGE 6740 Fourth Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11220

At NYU Langone Ambulatory Care Bay Ridge, your well-being is our number one priority as we provide the 
finest in integrated care for the Brooklyn community we serve. We offer the highest-quality multispecialty 
care in a single convenient location, including on-site services such as noninvasive cardiology testing.  
Coming in the fall are additional services including X-ray, ultrasound, MRI and CT scans.

Our services include:

Breast Surgery
Magdalena Plasilova, MD
Janet Yeh, MD

Cardiology
Nagi Bustros, MD 
Archana Saxena, MD 

Electrophysiology
Thomas Bustros, MD 

Gastroenterology
Anju Malieckal, MD

Gynecology
Ming Tsai, MD

Gynecologic Oncology
Adenike Auguste, NP 
Ghadir Salame, MD

Hand & Wrist Surgery
Stuart Elkowitz, MD

Internal Medicine
Jennifer Yeung, MD

Invasive Cardiology & 
Interventional Cardiology 
George Fernaine, MD 
Thao Ngo, MD
Robert Zaloom, MD 

OB/GYN
Issam Arnouk, MD
Frida Fridman, MD

Orthopedic Surgery
Kola Jegede, MD 
Mara Karamitopoulos, MD
Thomas Lyon, MD
Vijay J. Mani, MD
Jonathan J. Silver, MD
Vladimir Tress, MD
Raymond B. Walsh, MD

Otolaryngology (ENT)
Kim Baker, MD 
Seth Kaplan, MD

Pain Management
Ryan T. Gualtier, MD

Plastic Surgery
Alyssa R. Golas, MD

Podiatry
Jeffrey Lucido, DPM

Pulmonology
Jorge Mercado, MD

Rheumatology
Bruce Garner, MD
Sabatino Ienopoli, DO

Vascular Surgery
Sheila Blumberg, MD

For more information,  
visit nyulangone.org or call:

Cardiology/Vascular Surgery/Pulmonology
2nd Floor
P: 929-455-2740
F: 929-455-2750

Women’s Health Center/OBGYN/ 
Surgery: Breast and Plastic/ENT/ 
Internal Medicine/GI 
3rd Floor
P: 929-455-2700
F: 929-455-2770

Orthopedics/Rheumatology/Podiatry/ 
Pain Management 
4th Floor
P: 929-455-2000
F: 929-455-2020
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

LASIK - Starting at $1,50000 per eye

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

BY COLIN MIXSON
Last weekend went to the 
dogs!

Animal lovers fl ocked to 
Prospect Park and its sur-
rounding neighborhoods on 
Saturday and Sunday for a 
pair of events chock full of 
four-legged fun.

On Saturday, do-gooders 
with the Mayor’s Alliance of 
NYC Animals brought dozens 
of homeless furballs from shel-
ters around the city to Brook-
lyn’s Backyard for a massive 
adoption convention where 
more than 100 beasts — in-
cluding a few cats — found for-
ever homes with big-hearted 
humans. 

“They did a lot of adoptions 
that day,” said Mary Fayet, 
a foster mom to fi ve crippled 
canines including Little Miss 
Lexi, a spokes-dog for Posh 
Pets Rescue, one of several or-
ganizations that participated 
in the event.     

More than 200 fuzzy or-
phans packed West Drive at 
the park’s entrance near Bar-
tel Pritchard Square for the 
so-called Adoptapalooza, an 

action-packed, fi ve-hour affair 
that featured plenty of fawn-
ing over the adorable menag-
erie, according to a spokes-
man for the host agency.

“There were no lulls. From 
beginning to the end, we had 
consistent traffi c of people 
adopting dogs and cats, and 
just having a good time,” said 
Steve Gruber.

A whopping 110 animals 
left in the arms of new parents 

that day, according to Gru-
ber, who expects that number 
to grow as leaders of rescue 
groups that require references 
and landlord approvals sign 
off on more adoptions in the 
weeks ahead.

“There will be more adop-
tions over the next two weeks,” 
he said.

And on Sunday, workers 
from dog-walking service 
Brooklyn Bark and Windsor 
Terrace’s Sean Casey Animal 
Rescue gathered to bathe dirty 
mutts for a fund-raiser benefi t-
ting the local shelter.

The volunteers gave fi lthy 
pooches that came by a good 
scrub in exchange for a mod-
est donation, netting $1,600 for 
the no-kill shelter, according 
to Sean Casey event coordina-
tor Maria Bowen.

And they also dedicated 
time to cleansing some of the 
rescue’s pups — whether they 
wanted a bath or not, she said.

“Some of them liked it, 
some weren’t too thrilled,” Bo-
wen said. “But they all looked 
clean, fresh, and ready for 
adoption.”

It was a free fur all

FRESH FACE: Rosco gets clean at 
Sunday’s dog-bathing fund-raiser. 
 Photo by Caroline Ourso

POOCH PARTY: (Above) Sammi and Smii of Long Island Bulldog Rescue 
cool down during an Adoptapalooza, featuring 150 pets at Bartel Prit-
chard Square, on Aug. 4. (Below) Amaryllis, a hound, was enjoying all the 
attention. Photos by Jason Speakman

Locals adopt, bathe dogs at back-to-back boro bashes
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We’re installing smart meters across  
New York that help you keep track of  
your energy use and manage your bill.
Learn more at coned.com/smartmeters

OUTSMART
YOUR
ENERGY 

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

FT HAMILTON PKY
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LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION IS OUR CONCERN!
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Need Medical Transportation?
You may be eligible to have your next trip to the doctor paid 
by Medicaid. To check your eligibility, call (844) 666-6270 
and ask for Medical Transportation. If approved, request for 
Brooklyn Radio Dispatcher to be your provider of choice.

You Need
Medical Transportation

You may be
eligible for this service

to be covered by medicaid 
call today at:

718-384-2525
WE WILL PICK

YOU UP! NO EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
They had the right to remain 
cheerful!

Brooklynites mingled with 
members of New York’s Finest 
at events across the borough 
on Tuesday that fostered cama-
raderie between residents and 
those men and women who pro-
tect and serve them each day.

The fun police at the Na-
tional Night Out Against 
Crime bash in Fort Greene en-
thralled some 4-year-olds from 
a nearby day-care center so 

much that the kids didn’t want 
to leave their custody, accord-
ing to their chaperone.

“We tried to get them back 
to the center but they didn’t 
want to go,” said Carole Mills, 
who brought tots from Clinton 
Hill’s Young Minds Day Care 
Center to the event hosted by 
88th Precinct offi cers in Fort 
Greene Park. “They were 
never bored.”

The youngsters spent 
roughly three hours partak-
ing in such activities as face 

painting and getting to know 
their local cops — a highlight 
of the affair, Mills said.

“They had a fabulous time 
with face painting, but the 
best part was meeting the po-
lice offi cers,” she said.

But the festivities weren’t 
relegated to Fort Greene — 
kids who came out to the 76th 
Precinct’s party in Red Hook 
got to hop in the saddle on 
some four-legged crime fi ght-
ers, according to a mom.

Police party with locals

TASTE OF FUN: (Above) Vlad and Kateryna serve authentic Russian 
dishes at the 61st Precinct’s celebration. (Center) Alex Bogdanov serves 
up some tasty hot dogs at the 84th Precinct’s event in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. (Left) 63rd Precinct Offi cer Tricia Navarro-Capaballo assists Ezra 
Kleinman with blowing up balloons in Marine Park.Continued on page 20
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2952 Brighton 3rd Street, Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 444-3934 | info@mynutritiondoc.com
www.mynutritiondoc.com

Have you ever been advised to lose weight?
Do you have an illness which is affected by your diet?

To learn more or to schedule 
an appointment with Dr. Schectman,

call  (718) 444-3934

Why are nutrition counseling and weight management so important?
Because making unhealthy food choices threaten your health in the following ways

 Increases the risk of diabetes
 Worsens insulin function and complicates diabetes management
 Associated with high blood pressure and cholesterol disorders

 Limits mobility and increases risk of injury from falls
 Increases cancer risk
 Contributes to a poor quality of life and increased risk of early death

Improving food choices and reducing your weight can be diffi cult. 
You may have tried many times in the past with limited or no results. 

That is why we are here to help.
Nutrition Consultation

 Thorough medical evaluation and nutritional assessment
 Review of your illnesses and their medical management
 Identify an evidenced-based approach to healthy eating 

   well-suited to you
 Implications and potential impact of dietary change

Weight Management
 The opportunity for success even when other attempts have failed
 Discussion of dietary approaches tailored to meet your needs
 Promote self-confi dence and self-reliance
 Full discussion and information sharing at all steps and stages 

   of the weight loss journey

This jewelry store is truly 
a neighborhood gem.

To thank the community 
for years of support, A.S. & 
Son’s Diamonds is throwing 
a barbecue bash on Sunday, 
Aug. 19, at its Coney Island 
Avenue location.

Mike Shimonov, whose fa-
ther, Alexander, established 
the jewelry store, says, “We 
will be serving kosher food 
that includes chicken kebabs, 
diced skirt steak, burgers, 
and hot dogs.” 

There will be live music, 
and clothes will be distrib-
uted. 

Valet parking will be 
available, too. 

Last year the company 
hosted a similar event, at-
tended by more than 200 peo-
ple. 

“We made some long-last-
ing relationships, and we are 
hoping for a bigger turnout 
this year,” Shimonov says. 
The objective is to give back 
to the community that has 
been so good to them. “We are 

paying it forward,” he says. 
There was a time when 

the family couldn’t imagine 
they would be able to do this, 
as Alexander Shimonov came 
from humble beginnings. 
Growing up in Israel, he had 
to quit school at a young age 
to help provide for his par-
ents and siblings. When he 
moved to New York with 
his wife in the 1980s, he had 
$3,000 to his name, which was 

spent on an immigration law-
yer, says Shimonov. To make 
ends meet, he moved in with 
family members who resided 
in Borough Park, and found 
work as a diamond setter, toil-
ing 20-hour days. It took four 
years to save enough for him 
to get his own apartment. It 
would be another four years 
before he would be able to 
branch out and get a spot in 
Manhattan’s Diamond Dis-

trict. In hindsight, it was a 
great learning experience 
that helped to shape him. 
Now, 30 years later, Alexan-
der remains CEO of A.S. & 
Son’s Diamonds, the business 
he established more than a 
decade ago. 

The company started as a 
jewelry store, and eventually 
expanded to include a pawn-
shop. As such, the Shimonovs 
hear a lot of hard-luck sto-
ries. 

“People can barely pay 
their rents, so they come to us 
to pawn items for some finan-
cial reprieve,” says Shimonov.  
Drug abuse is another issue 
they see. “There are times 
when people come in looking 
to sell stolen merchandise to 
get their next fix,” he says. 
“We, unfortunately, see a lot 
of things we wish we didn’t.” 

Shimonov feels for the 
homeless who can’t afford 
food or a roof over their 
heads. 

“It’s really sad,” he says. 
“Homelessness is running 
rampant in our city.” 

It’s the culmination of 
these ongoing issues that led 
them to come up with the idea 
of hosting a barbecue. 

“A small act of kindness 
goes a long way,” he says. 
“We have a chance to reverse 
the way the cards are being 
played, even if it is just one 
day, or a few hours.”  

Eventually Shimonov 
would like to “give back” 
more than once a year. He is 
thinking of organizing a toy 
drive for the holidays to help 
needy families buy gifts for 
their children. 

He urges all to get involved 
in their communities to send 
the message that no one in 
this world is alone. 

“Let’s get together, and do 
some good,” he says.

A.S. & Son’s Diamonds 
[2015 Coney Island Ave. be-
tween Quentin Road and 
Avenue P in Midwood, (718) 
627–1514, www.jewelryex.info]. 
Store open Sundays through 
Fridays, 11 am–6 pm. Barbe-
cue bash on Aug. 19 from 11 
am to 6 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A.S. & Son’s Diamonds hosting Community Event



COURIER LIFE, AUG. 10–16, 201818    B GM BR

People need to be aware 
of the important connec-
tion between nutrition and 
health, says Dr. Gordon 
Schectman, a board-certi-
fied general internist with 
specific education and train-
ing in nutrition. 

The fundamental rule is 
to eat what the body needs, 
and to get calories, vita-
mins, and minerals from 
that food, he says. But what 
often happens is people eat 
too much, and this causes 
weight gain. 

“Too much of anything is 
bad,” he says. Finding that 
balance is everything.

Dr. Schectman helps 
patients discover that bal-
ance. He encourages peo-
ple who are overweight to 
make an appointment so 
that he can evaluate their 
nutritional status, and they 
can take the first step to a 
healthy lifestyle. It starts 
with education. If you’re 
not feeling well, it may be 
because you aren’t getting 
the right nutrients. For ex-
ample, cigarette smokers 
have a reduced taste for 
fruits and vegetables, says 
the doctor; therefore, they 
consume less of them. As 
a result, their vitamin C 
levels are lower. These vi-
tamins may also be elimi-
nated by the body quickly, 
putting individuals at risk 
for subtle deficiencies in vi-
tamin C and B.

An evaluation of one’s 
metabolism will be taken 
so that the doctor can de-
termine the specific areas 
of the body where excess 
weight exists. This is done 
via a small device that lends 
insight into the types of tis-
sue in the body. It’s com-
pletely painless, says the 
doctor. 

Once this information 
is obtained, Dr. Schect-
man can determine the 
type of food reduction 
that would be appropriate. 
A meal plan will be pro-
vided. For those who can-
not make the time to pre-
pare their own food, meal 
replacements are offered 
when appropriate, paving 
the way until an individ-
ual can transition to regu-
lar meals. 

It’s obvious that eating 
the right food is an impor-
tant component. 

“Suboptimal dietary 
choices have become a way 

of life for most Americans,” 
says the doctor.  “We have 
become inundated with re-

fined and processed foods 
that interfere with health. 
Despite their good taste, 

they directly contribute 
to undernutrition, weight 
gain, a poorer quality of life, 

and a higher risk of chronic 
disease.”

If a person has a medical 
condition, this can impact 
one’s nutritional require-
ments. 

“Those who suffer with 
inflammatory bowel disease 
need more vitamins, nutri-
ents, and calories to over-
come what they are losing,” 
the doctor says. Otherwise, 
they can experience subtle 
issues, as nutrients are not 
being absorbed properly. 
Genetics also plays a role. 
“Enzymes may not be work-
ing efficiently,” he says. 
This something that would 
need to be further explored 
medically. 

Dr. Schectman spent a 
good part of his career re-
searching and teaching at 
the Milwaukee Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center and 
Medical College of Wis-
consin. There, he taught 
nutrition and cholesterol 
disorder management to 
medical students, medical 
residents, and fellows. At 
the same time, he main-
tained a clinical practice, 
seeing patients with cho-
lesterol disorders, high 
blood pressure, obesity, 
and heart disease. He has 
published more than 30 pa-
pers on nutrition that have 
appeared in peer-reviewed 
journals. 

The doctor moved to New 
York a few years ago, and 
started this small private 
practice that focuses on nu-
trition. Let him help untan-
gle the connection between 
diet, health, and illness in 
your life. 

Dr. Gordon Schectman 
[2952 Brighton Third St. be-
tween Ocean View and Nep-
tune avenues in Brighton 
Beach, (718) 444–3934, www.
mynutritiondoc.com]. Open 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 
am – 5 pm. The doctor expects 
to expand his hours soon. 

Nutritional balance is the key to healthy weight
�������	
���

Healthy 
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Member FDICeNorthfield.com | (833) 833-NFBK

(1) Important Account Information
Service Fee: MyChecking has no monthly service fee when you do one of the following 
each statement cycle: 1) maintain a minimum average monthly balance of $500; OR, 
2) have a recurring direct deposit totaling $500 or more; OR, 3) perform 10 POS debit 
card transactions.  Otherwise, an $8.00 monthly service fee will apply.  MyChecking 
Student and MyChecking 60+ have no monthly minimum balance requirements and 
no monthly service fee.

(2) Important Bonus Information 
Bonus reward offer is available to new MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking 
Student customers who do not have an existing or prior Northfield checking account 
AND who meet the required qualifying criteria within 90 calendar days from account 
opening.  Qualifying criteria is defined as maintaining a $500 average monthly balance 
in the new account AND having a monthly recurring direct deposit of $500 or more, 
AND performing 10 point of sale debit card transactions per month.  Qualifying direct 
deposits are recurring electronic deposits of your paycheck, pension, or government 
benefits. Person-to-person and transfers between your Northfield account or accounts 
you have at other financial institutions do not qualify.  Once the offer criteria is met, 
the bonus reward will be credited to the new MyChecking account no later than 30 
business days following the end of  the 90 day period.   Account must remain open, 
active, in good standing and in the same product type through the qualifying period to 
receive the bonus. The bonus will be reported as taxable income to the IRS on a 1099-
INT.  Offer is effective as of 07/06/18 and may be withdrawn at any time and is subject 
to change without notice.  One bonus per household.  

OPEN A MYCHECKING 
ACCOUNT AND EARN 

350$
Open a Northfield Bank MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, 

or MyChecking Student(1) and perform the following 

over the first 90 days to earn $350(2).

Recurring 

direct deposit 

of $500 or 

more

$500 average 

monthly 

balance 

10 POS 

debit card 

transactions 

per month

Thursday, August 16, 2018 • 5 – 8 PM
95-25 Queens Boulevard, 1st Floor

Rego Park, NY 11374

Fidelis Care is fully committed to Equal Employment Opportunity and to attracting, retaining, 
��������	
��	���������	
��������������������������������������
�����������������
�	������������

religion, sexual orientation, national origin, age, physical or mental disability, citizenship status, 
�����	�����������	��������������������������������������������������������

Seeking Experienced RNs and LSWs 
Join us for a Clinical Career Fair!

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
This Stroll was a walk in the park.

Ridgites roamed up and down 
Third Avenue from 68th to 80th 
streets on the hot evening of Aug. 3 
to take in the third Summer Stroll of 
the season. There was plenty of fam-
ily fun on offer to keep tiny Ridgites 
entertained and distracted from the 
heat. At one booth, fi refi ghters doled 
out coloring books and helmets to lo-
cal kids, which one mother said her 
brood particularly enjoyed. 

“They enjoyed picking up all the 
free goodies,” said Taseea Cruz of 
her three kids, 8-year-old Anna, 
6-year-old George, and 3-year-old 
Christina. 

Cruz added that after her kids 
collected their free gear from the 
fi refi ghters, the family enjoyed am-
bling up the avenue and checking 
out local businesses. 

“We just like to walk in the 
neighborhood and go to the differ-
ent shops,” she said. “It’s one of our 
favorite things of the summer.” 

Live bands kept walkers danc-
ing to the sounds of the summer, 
and eateries offered al fresco dining 
deals.

One attendee who said he trekked 
to the Ridge just to attend the Stroll 
said he loved meeting Ridgites and 
checking out their home turf.  

“I had a great time,” said Toby 
Kosel, who declined to say where he 
lives. “It’s good to get a feel for the 
neighborhood, to meet and talk to 
people and see new faces.” 

Ridgites take in third 
Stroll of the season

FAMILY FUN: (Above) Richard and Taseea Cruz 
brought their three kids — George, Anna, and 
Christina — plus a family friend, Gabriel, sec-
ond from right, out for some fun at the event. 
(Below) Ridgite Jesse Marcus Rathkopf met a 
slithering friend. Photos by Jordan Rathkopf
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B AY  R I D G E  5 T H  AV E N U E  B I D

NEW YORK
WEEKEND WALKS nyc.gov/weekendwalks

Outdoor Dining | Silent Disco
Kids Games | Pet Contest

Art Walk | Live Music

5pm-10pm
5th Avenue

73-83 Streets

@5thavenueBID @bayridge_BID @BayRidge_BID bayridgebid.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

■

“The horses were my daughter’s fa-
vorite part of the day,” said Vanessa 
Espinal, whose 5-year-old Ava Peralta 
rode a police steed at the event.

Of course, any day of fun wouldn’t 
be complete without a bouncy castle — 
a fact not lost on offi cers from Marine 
Park’s 63rd Precinct, whose infl atable 
attraction received rave reviews from 
parents and kids alike.

“I loved that there was fun for the 
whole family, and my kids loved the 
bouncy house,” said Chaya Kleinman, 
who brought her three children to meet 
their neighborhood’s Boys in Blue.

And putting a smile on the faces of 
community members made organiz-
ing the days’ events well worth the ef-
fort, according to a 63rd Precinct cop 
who joined the fun.  

“It was a really good time, and there 
were loads of kids and families,” said 
Offi cer Melissa Paschal.

Authorities hold the borough-wide 
bashes in order to remind residents of 
their presence in the neighborhood, 
and that help is always only a phone 
call — or shout — away, according to a 
community-affairs liaison for the 68th 
Precinct in Bay Ridge.

“They bring the community to-
gether, and if anybody has any con-
cerns then they can talk to the offi -
cers,” said sergeant-at-arms George 
Samara. “You get to meet them one on 
one, so they’re bringing back commu-
nity policing this way.”

COMMUNITY SUPPORT: Dawn Haas sports 
her support for New York’s Finest at Brook-
lyn Bridge Park. Photo by Caroline Ourso

Continued from page 16

POLICE PARTY

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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JOIN 

Councilman 
CHAIM DEUTSCH 
MOVIE UNDER 

THE STARS 

FOR A 

HOMECREST PLAYGROUND 
(Homecrest Avenue and East 12th Street, off of Avenue Z) 

Sunday, August 12th   
8:30pm (film begins at dusk) 

Kosher popcorn will be served, and chairs will be provided for your convenience. 
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BUSHWICK

Residents at the Bushwick Center 

for Rehabilitation and Healthcare 
got a surprise visit from some unique 
guests — Aiden and Pearl, two mini-
horses from Horseability, a Long Is-
land organization.

The residents gave a warm wel-
come, a hug, and a tasty treat to the 
equine ambassadors.  

“Our residents loved these horses!” 
said Maria Machado, recreation di-
rector. “Their faces lit up so beauti-
fully when the horses cantered in. 
What a heart-melting sight.”

The horses were such a hit that they 
were scheduled for another visit.

Bushwick Center for Rehabilita-
tion and Healthcare [50 Sheffi eld Ave. 
at Atlantic Avenue in Bushwick, (718) 
345–2273].

SHEEPSHEAD  BAY

Sad tidings
Standing O is sad to announce the 

passing of longtime reader Mary Rose 

Favilla on July 31. 
Mary, a lifelong resident of our 

town, was a vibrant, loving woman 
who touched many lives. 

This borough 
daughter was 
young at heart 
with many inter-
ests, including 
decorating, play-
ing piano and 
mandolin, cook-
ing, and art. She 

could  strike up a dance and tune any-
time. She enjoyed people dropping by, 
having conversations, and loved to see 
people smile. She always had the abil-
ity to look on the bright side of any situ-
ation.

Mary will be missed by the O, as 
well as all those she came in contact 
with. She is survived by her son An-

thony and daughter-in law Kather-

ine, as well as her grandchildren: An-

thony and wife Andrea, Joseph and 

partner Phil, Elizabeth and husband 
Paul, Andrew and wife Laura, and 
her great grandchildren: Gabrielle, 

Sofi a, Isabel, Nicholas, Luke, Char-

lotte, and Carmine.

CROWN HEIGHTS

Grants galore
Thanks to Carver Federal Sav-

ings Bank, a certifi ed Community De-
velopment Fund Institution, for grant-
ing six community organizations to 
receive funds awarded to the Bank un-
der the U.S. Treasury Department’s 

Bank Enterprise Award program.
Carver received approximately 

$195,000 to award to non-profi t organi-
zations located in qualifi ed areas that 
provide vital services to low- and mod-
erate-income populations. Of the six 
organizations, two were from the bor-
ough — Bridge Street Development 

Corporation in Bedford-Stuyvesant 

and Comunilife in Brownsville.
“Carver is pleased to have selected 

these organizations to receive awards 
under the Bank Enterprise Award pro-
gram,” said Michael Pugh, president 
and chief executive offi cer of Carver. 
“Each of these community organiza-
tions performs much-needed work in 
our communities every day.”

Emilio Dorcely, president and chief 
executive offi cer at Bridge Street De-
velopment Corporation, said: “Bridge 
Street’s mission is to build partnerships 
with businesses, government, and other 
community stakeholders to provide 
civic and economic opportunities to the 
residents of Central Brooklyn, with a fo-
cus on LMI households and small busi-
nesses located in underserved neighbor-
hoods. The grant will be used to support 
a Small Business Boot Camp, which pro-
vides a training and development work-
shop series in partnership with the LIU 
School of Business.”

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

GRAVESEND

It’s three brooms and a dust bin 
for Assemblyman William Colton 
(D–Gravesend).  Not only did he or-
ganize the initiative, but he ‘swept’ 
right in, too!

Continuing his efforts to make the 
neighborhood cleaner, the pol and 
Nancy Tong, his director of com-
munity relations, put the word out 
for volunteers. High school students 
cast their dust bins and brushed the 
sidewalks and cleaned catch basins 
along Kings Highway between Mc-
Donald Avenue and Bay Parkway.

“Often, the Department of Sani-
tation and local business owners 
are on tight budgets and unable to 

provide the necessary personnel to 
properly clean all of the catch ba-
sins and sidewalks,” Colton noted.

The assemblyman has been at 
the helm for more than eight years.  
In collaboration with Councilman 
Mark Treyger (D–Gravesend), 
not-for-profi t groups in the area 
have been contracted to provide 
daily street cleaning services along 
commercial blocks, including 86th 
Street and 18th Avenue.

“Cleaner streets mean a better 
quality of life for all residents and 
business owners in the area,” Col-
ton said.

William Colton district offi ce [155 
Kings Highway at W. 11th Street in 
Gravesend, (718) 236–1598].

‘Neigh kidding’ at rehab center

Clean up, clean up all the streets

Dr. Rosa M. Gil, president and 
chief executive offi cer of Comunilife, 
said, “Since its founding in 1989, Co-
munilife has grown into one of NYC’s 
best-respected community-based 
health and housing service providers. 
The grant will support the workforce 
development initiative located at our 
Dona Rosita II Residence.”

Carver Federal Savings Bank [1009 
Nostrand Ave. in Crown Heights, (718) 
230–2900].

 BAY RIDGE

Welcome
Hallelujah — at long last, and after 

four long years, Christ Church Bay 

Ridge got a new permanent priest. As 
prayers from the fl ock were answered, 
Father Lawrence DeLion, formerly 
of Smithtown’s St. Thomas of Can-

terbury parish, took to the pulpit 
for a resounding sermon of faith last 
week. It was standing room only at 
the welcoming Mass.

Christ Church Bay Ridge [7301 
Ridge Blvd. in Bay Ridge, (718) 745–
3698].

DOWNTOWN

Take a seat!
Welcome and bienvenue to at-

torney Lizanne Fontaine, on 
her appointment as chairwoman 
of the Board of Trustees of the 
Brooklyn Hospital Center.

Lizanne is the the fi rst nurse 
in the hospital’s history to serve 
in this position. “I am commit-
ted to Brooklyn after years of liv-
ing, working and raising a fam-
ily here,” she said. “I have seen 
fi rsthand how a strong hospital 
makes a stronger community.”

“We are so pleased to continue 
our wonderful relationship with 
Lizanne,” said Gary G. Terri-

noni, president and chief execu-
tive offi cer at the hospital. “She 
is uniquely qualifi ed to lead us as 
we continue our mission of keep-
ing Brooklyn healthy,” he added.

Lizanne presently acts as 
counsel to VIP Community 

Services, Inc. in the Bronx. She 
graduated with her law degree 
from New York University School 
of Law, and a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing (magna cum laude) 
from New York University School 
of Education.

The Brooklyn Hospital Center 
[121 DeKalb Ave. at Fulton Street 
in Downtown, (718) 250–8000].

CLEANING CREW: Assemblyman William Colton (center, with broom) along with his di-
rector of community relations, Nancy Tong, and student volunteers, wield the brooms 
they used to help clean up the streets in Colton’s southern Brooklyn district. 
 Joanna DelBuono
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MAX

rounding community 
would always remember 
the event, according to 
the group’s president.

“It’s important that we 
don’t forget. That we re-
member this day and that 
we remember the fami-
lies of the fi refi ghters 
who made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce,” said Steve Bar-
rison, who witnessed the 
blaze fi rsthand.

“It was a crazy day,” 
he recalled. “I was across 
the street because I went 
to see if my grandmother 
was okay because she 
used to shop at Wald-
baum’s.”

Hastings said the 
families of the six fallen 
fi refi ghters have re-
mained in touch over the 
last four decades.

“It’s a bond that unfor-
tunately happened out of 
a tragedy, but it’s some-

thing that we carry with 
us,” she said. “We stay 
close, we’re all friends 
on social media and we 
have that bond.”

Hasting’s brother 
Brian actually married 
Caroline McManus, the 
daughter of James Mc-
Manus, another of the 
six men to lose their lives 
that day.

“Out of this tragedy, 
my brother Brian met 
his wife Caroline, their 
fathers died together in 
the fi re, and who knows 
if that would have hap-
pened without the fi re,” 
Hastings said.

For Hastings, this is 
what it means to be part 
of the fi refi ghter family.

“We’ve come a long 
way in 40 years, and so 
has the FDNY. We’re 
very blessed to be part 
of the FDNY family,” she 
said. “Our father died do-
ing the job that he abso-
lutely loved with fi ve of 
his brothers.”

NEVER FORGET: A newly refurbished plaque commemo-
rates the six fi refi ghters who died in the Waldbaum fi re on 
Ocean Avenue and Avenue Y. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Continued from page 4 

FIRE

increases in value to ev-
eryone who participates, 
broadening the social 
experience of students 
who often lead isolating 
lives. 

Having an annual 
social activity during 
summer vacation, when 
students don’t have the 
regular interaction they 

get during the school 
year, is also important, 
according to assistant 
principal Betricia Yar-
boi.

“The fact that stu-
dents and their fami-
lies can participate 
in a summer activity 
is great,” Yarboi said. 
“Some students are au-
tistic, so they get the op-
portunity to also build 
their communication 
skills.”

Continued from page 10 

CARNIVAL

 Courier Life Classifieds
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96 mo. 120,000 mi. Warranty*APR**0.9%

BAY RIDGE NISSAN

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-877-254-3280 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs: 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9am - 6pm  |   Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

Price includes all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. *Must present ad upon entering dealership. **Low fi nancing available with Primary Lender approval. Up 
to 36 months. Must present ad upon entering dealership. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. See dealer for complete details. Expires 3 days after publication. 
 DMV#7076824, NYC DCA Lic. #698282

OVER 500 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM

WE SELL & SERVICE ANY BRAND, MAKE & MODEL

3 PRE-OWNED INDOOR SHOWROOMS

OF CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED NISSANS

+ PLUS

DWAYNE DAVID

Call and one of our 
sales associates will 
answer your questions.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s all that — without a bag of 
chips!

Visitors to a swanky Wil-
liamsburg park outside an 
even swankier hotel can now 
buy expensive bling without 
dealing with stuffy salespeo-
ple thanks to a new vending 
machine that spits out jew-
elry like it’s Doritos or a can 
of Coke.

Manhattan-based designer 
Marla Aaron set up her gizmo 
at the privately owned but pub-
licly accessible Vale Park next 
to the luxe William Vale Ho-
tel on Wythe Avenue between 
N. 12th and N. 13th streets in 
June, and said patrons have 
gobbled up her trinkets while 
taking in the sites ever since.

“I’m really proud of the 
fact that our vending machine 
is offering the experience of 
our work in a very unexpected 
place in a beautiful environ-
ment,” said Aaron. “People re-
ally love our jewelry.”

But don’t expect to pay with 
spare change — the adorn-
ments run between $165 for a 
silver-link chain and $1,588 for 
a lock necklace, and can only 
be purchased with plastic.

Aaron, who said she sells 
her collection at 40 brick-and-
mortar jewelry stores around 
the world, got the idea for the 
automated-delivery system 
while visiting Japan in 2016, 
where she noticed such ma-
chines in their unnatural hab-
itats.

“I fell in love with vend-
ing machines and how vend-
ing machines existed in unex-
pected places,” said Aaron. 

Before arriving at Vale 
Park, the unorthodox ma-
chine debuted at the Brooklyn 
Museum in November 2017, 
where it blurred the line be-
tween obscure art exhibit and 
gift shop.

“There’s certainly an ar-
tistic element to putting hand-
made items in a vending 

machine,” said Aaron, who 
 acknowledges in a video on 
her website that “it’s crazy to 
put jewelry in a vending ma-
chine.” 

The response so far has 
been great, according to the 
jeweler, who said visitors have 
posted pictures of themselves 
with their new jewelry on so-
cial media.

“Many people have pur-
chased many things,” she 
said.

To fend off vending-ma-
chine raiders, the luxe de-
vice — which will stay put at 
the park until October — is 
equipped with security cam-
eras, and weighs hundreds 
of pounds, so Aaron said 
she’s not worried about some 
sneaks running off with it, or 
the pricey goodies inside.

“The park is locked at 
night, generally there’s lots of 
people in it,” said Aaron. “It 
weighs a ton — literally.” 

And the success of the ma-

chine has her thinking it is 
time to expand on the idea. 

“Automated retail is an 
interesting opportunity and 
way to sort of present hand-

made items to the world,” said 
Aaron. “We are looking at a 
variety of different locations 
both domestically and inter-
nationally.”

CHA-BLING!: Manhattan-based designer Marla Aaron created a jewlery-
dispensing vending machine in Vale Park outside of the William Vale Ho-
tel in Williamsburg.  Marla Aaron

SPARE NO DISPENSE!
Williamsburg park’s high-end vending 
machine sells jewelry for big bucks
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#29837
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 CHEVY CRUZE
$8,500$7,995 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246923k miles, Stk#32703
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'13 HONDA CIVIC

$10,888BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

$14,888BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

DON’T MISS MAJOR WORLD
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/10/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

$12,500BUY 
FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

24k miles, Stk#M41946
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP PATRIOT
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#33411
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHRYSLER T&C
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA

’S END-OF-SUMMER DEALS!
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LETTERS

To the editor,
I find it most amusing that our 

troubled schools are now referred to 
as focus schools. The Department of 
Education never fails to amaze me in 
the respect that it refuses to acknowl-
edge the problem, and rather comes 
up with fix-it solutions it fully well 
knows shall fail.

Let the public be made aware that 
these “focus” schools are generally 
ones where discipline has all but col-
lapsed. Most are led by principals 
fresh out of the Leadership Academy. 
They barely or never taught, but are 
now experts in education. These are 
the schools where students basically 
run wild through the halls, scream, 
yell, fight, answer back, and curse the 
teacher. And their parents either never 
show up to school conferences, or 
when they do, they routinely blame the 
teacher for not making it interesting 
and state how wonderful their child is.

As we approach the start of an-
other challenging school year, has 
the Department of Education called 
in the parents of the trouble-makers 
and read them the riot act? Of course 
not, as they don’t want to hurt the 
psyche of the parents or child. In-
stead, it is business as usual, with 
the same abysmal results promised 
for next June.

Stop with the poverty excuse al-
ready. Look inside the desk pockets. 
There is plenty of gum, candy, soda 
cans, and other stuff in there. Start 
focusing on vocational training, low-
ering class size, and the removal of 
chronically disruptive pupils who 
need to be placed in the 600 schools 
which are desperately needed. Stop 
with the nonsensical superintendent 
speeches that all children are ca-
pable of learning as they sit in cozy 
offices, far removed from the class-
room setting. All educational per-
sonnel should be brought back to the 
classroom to teach just to see the con-
ditions they have created.

Education in this city will never 
improve until the “focus” is placed 
on discipline. Ed Greenspan

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
I loved reading the story in the 

Courier about the “Ultimate” prize-
fighter, Conor McGregor, getting away 
with his dangerous attack in the Bar-
clays Center (“Conor McGregor cuts 
plea deal, gets community service 
following Barclays melee” by Colin 
Mixson, online July 27). The district 
attorney and courts slapped his hand 
saying he is free, but must attend an-
ger management classes? Now let’s 
see, his profession, as a fighter, is to 
beat the crap out of any opponent in 
the ring to win a fight. He is supposed 
to show his anger and hatred of his 
opponents to bolster his prestige both 
inside and out of the ring. I am sure 
that after these classes he will be an 
upstanding individual, calmly knit-
ting fine Irish quilts, as he goes about 
pummeling any one entering the ring 
with him. Hummm.

Therese Okoumou, the woman 
protester who scaled the Stature of 
Liberty on July 4, was let go, Scot 
free, by the Federal court.  So what 
if she endangered thousands of visi-
tors to the statue below? So what if 
she made a spectacle, whereupon 
the island was closed, causing thou-
sands of paying visitors to be ush-
ered off the site while police coaxed 
her down? She broke numerous laws 
and threatened public safety and yet, 
out the door she strolls, with a pat on 
the head from the lenient court sys-
tem.

These are but two examples of 
where we are heading in society to-
day — laws are meaningless and en-
forcement is a press-fueled circus. So, 
if you, or thousands of others, are a 
victim of any crime, remember that 
the law is blind, as well as deaf and 
dumb, serving the rights of crimi-
nals rather that preserving our law-
ful society. Robert W. Lobenstein

Marine Park

To the editor,
After reading the article “MTA 

employees illegally park, evade tick-
ets around Marine Park bus depot”  
by Kevin Duggan in your Aug. 3–9 
edition, I feel that I should share the 
frustration that we the residents of 
E. 51st Street between Avenue O and 
Fillmore Avenue encounter every 
day.

Parking on our block is a nightmare 
for the residents. From early morning 
till late at night, our block has many 
cars that are parked by these drivers. 
Sometimes these drivers appear to 
park in a rush, and park so badly that 
they take up half of another spot, mak-
ing it impossible for one of us, the resi-

dents, to park our cars.
These drivers as noted in the ar-

ticle have a parking lot available to 
them and they refuse to park there. 
This is becoming unbearable for the 
residents on 51st Street, who have to 
park blocks away until these horrible 
drivers end their shifts. 

Frustrated 51st Street Residents
Marine Park

To the editor,
This letter is in reference to the 

story about Gov. Cuomo plowing mil-
lions into community gardens (“Gov. 
dedicates millions to grow boro’s 
community gardens” by Colin Mix-
son, online July 26).

As an educator and community-
education advocate in Southern 
Brooklyn for the last 17 years, I ap-
plaud the fact that Cuomo is devel-
oping 22 community gardens in our 
borough. Also, we are bringing the 
New York Restoration Project into 
this mix.

Now, we need to bring our schools 
into this worthwhile community-ed-
ucational initiative, and engage our 
students and parents in this big pic-
ture. Next, we want our community 
school superintendents and our Com-
munity Education Councils onboard 
with this community enhancement 
model for our local neighborhoods.

Gardening offers hands-on, ex-
periential learning opportunities in 
a wide array of disciplines, includ-
ing the natural and social sciences, 
math, language arts (through gar-
den journaling), visual arts (through 
garden design and decoration), and 
nutrition. With recent concern over 
relatively weak science and math 
skills among American children, the 
need for innovation in science and 
math teaching is apparent. There is 
mounting evidence that students who 
participate in school gardening score 
significantly higher on standardized 
science achievement tests.

Community garden has a statisti-
cally significant positive impact on 
residential properties within 1,000 
feet of the garden, and that impact 
increases over time. Gardens have 
the greatest impact in the most dis-
advantaged neighborhoods. Higher-
quality gardens have the greatest 
positive impact.

Let’s talk growing our commu-
nities and tapping into the vast re-
sources of our students. It does take a 
village to make this happen.

Scott Krivitsky
Coney Island

To the editor,
Special to your paper, Gersh 

Kuntzman wrote in the Aug. 3–9 issue 
about the apparent controversy with 
the changing of the spelling of the 
Verrazano Bridge (“Stop the presses! 
‘Verrazano’ is spelled correctly!” on-
line July 30). The bridge was named 
after Giovanni da Verrazzano, not 
after the “family name” as it was 
spelled 600 years ago. It was named 
after a specific human being, and his-
torically, places and things are named 
for people, and that honorary naming 
is spelled the way the honoree spelled 
their name in their lifetime.

Considering we are a nation of im-
migrants — many of whom changed, 
or were forced to change, their names 
— if we researched the “historic” 
spelling of the names of honorees 
across our history and named places 
and things accordingly, most people, 
I suspect, would not have any idea 
who the actual honoree was.

Therefore, it seems the spelling 
with one “z” and not two, because of 
a six-century old spelling, misses the 
point and the honoree’s actual (read: 
current to his life) last name.

Robert Kaiser 
Brooklyn Heights

Brooklyn Botanic Garden brass 
canned a green-space arborist for 
trying to thwart bigwigs’ scheme to 
destroy a beloved tree at the world-
class plant preserve, a former gar-
den worker and friend of the fired 
tree expert claimed (“Cut down: 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden fires ar-
borist for trying to save trees, for-
mer garden worker claims,” by Co-
lin Mixson, online Aug. 3).

Leaders at the horticultural mu-
seum dumped the eight-year em-
ployee earlier this month, accord-
ing to his former colleague, who 
said the axed tree surgeon often 
butted heads with garden honchos 
whenever they wanted to chop down 
a good tree. The news sowed some 
seeds of discord among readers:

I was at the BBG for the weekly 
Members Summer Hours, and heard 
this from several people who work 
there; one made allusions to the cur-
rent climate of intimidation, of [pres-
ident] Scot Medbury’s “my way or the 
highway” form of management.

The site of the former London 
Plane has been sown in salt, uh, cov-
ered with mulch. Andrew Porter 
 from Brooklyn Heights
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KINGS NISSAN
2758 Coney Island Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-3300 • KingsNissan.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 

payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. All 
vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. Offers end 
8/31/18. NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016.

20 Neptune Ave • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-646-3331 • KingsINFINITI.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to primary 

lender approval which may affect rate and/or payment. All 
pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. All vehicles available 

on a first come first sold basis. Offers end 8/31/18. 
NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732/7104527.

KINGS  INFINITI

KingsAutoGroup.com

UBER SPECIAL

2015 NISSAN   
VERSA NOTE   .................. Buy For

$12,995
Stk #2936, 4 cyl, auto, 23,405 mi. 

2014 NISSAN  
SENTRA  ............................ Buy For

$13,995
Stk #2909, 4 cyl., auto, 28,931 mi.

2015 HYUNDAI    
ELANTRA   ......................... Buy For

$14,995
Stk #2922, 4 cyl., auto, 17,498 mi.

2013 TOYOTA    
RAV 4 AWD XLE ..............Buy For

$17,900
Stk #2925, 4 cyl., auto, 31,758 mi

2015 NISSAN     
ROGUE AWD  ................... Buy For

$19,995
Stk #2961, 4 cyl., auto, 31,752 mi.

2014 NISSAN     
PATHFINDER S  ..............Buy For

$20,995
Stk # 2804, V6, auto, 28,485 mi.

2015 HONDA      
CRV   .................................. Buy For

$24,995
Stk #U5837, 4 cyl., auto, 2,200 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

2015 INFINITI 

Q40 AWD  .................... Buy For
$21,995

Stk # 2993, 6 cyl, auto, 31,205 mi.

2014 INFINITI

Q50 AWD PREMIUM  .. Buy For
$25,995

Stk # U5748, 6 cyl, auto, 12,846 mi.

2014 INFINITI  

QX60 AWD   ................. Buy For
$26,795

Stk # U5696, 6 cyl, auto, 46,015 mi.

2015 INFINITI

Q50 AWD PREMIUM ...Buy For
$26,995

Stk # U2992, 6 cyl, auto, 40,127 mi.

2014 INFINITI  

QX70 AWD ................... Buy For
$27,995

Stk # U5697, 6 cyl, auto, 25,790 mi.

2015 INFINITI  

Q70 AWD  ....................Buy For
$29,995

Stk # U5810, 6 cyl, auto, 13,666 mi.

2016 INFINITI  

QX60 AWD ................. Buy For
$33,265

Stk # U5777, 6 cyl, auto, 21,958 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

Stk #2974, 4 cyl, auto, black, 23,763 mi.

$15,995BUY 
FOR

WE NOW OFFER EXTENDED WARRANTIES TO 
UBER & LYFT DRIVERS 

WITH COVERAGE UP TO 150,000 MILES

ALTIMAPRE-OWNED 
2014 NISSAN   

BRAND-NEW 2019 INFINITI 

QX60 AWD 
3.5 PURE

VIN #KC504816, Stk #19121, V6, auto, black/black, MSRP $46,795.

$44,239BUY 
FOR

UBER SPECIAL
WE NOW OFFER EXTENDED WARRANTIES TO 

UBER & LYFT DRIVERS 
WITH COVERAGE UP TO 150,000 MILES
IN-STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
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rends are something I 
wouldn’t say I’m great at 
predicting.

Years ago, when I was pass-
ing the Empire State Build-
ing, two tourists asked me if 
I’d take their picture. “Sure,” 
I said. They proceeded to hand 
me a phone.

“What the heck?” said I.
“Oh, you can take pictures 

with a phone now,” they told 
me.

Turns out they were shills 
for a tech company — Sony, 
maybe, or Samsung — and 
their job was to introduce the 
public to the idea that phones 
could double as cameras, and 
wasn’t that cool? 

I proceeded to write a col-
umn: “Just what we need, 
camera phones. Why not a bra 
that’s also a toaster? Shoes 
that dispense glue? How about 
a hat that can drive?”

So maybe I’m not always 
ahead of the curve, but I’ve 
been reading up on other 
trends recently, and these 
things are truly on their way 
… I think.

Running in the dark: 
Not running at night, when at 
least there’s a moon, but run-
ning on a track in pitch black-

ness. I don’t quite get how 
people survive this “sport,” 
much less why they want to 
do it in the first place. But the 
Japanese footwear company 
Asics has debuted a “blackout 
track” that ostensibly helps 
people concentrate — sorry, 
no, it helps them “be more 
mindful” as they say today. 
And I’d be pretty mindful, too, 
if I was worried that my next 
step could slam me smack into 
the idiot in front of me who is 
stupid enough to be jogging in 

the dark.   
Male makeup: Men in 

China are supposedly getting 
into cosmetics. Sales of guy 
goop are rising by double dig-
its, according to Jing Daily, 
a Chinese report on luxury 
goods that quotes one 22-year-
old who said he dabs on con-
cealer and some “brightening 
products” every day — but 
would never tell his dad about 
his habit. China owes the pop-
ularity of this trend in part to 
celebrity men willing to be the 
face of the new face, including 
the singer-actor Luhan, who is 
considered the Chinese Justin 
Bieber. The slang for attrac-
tive young men with cosmeti-
cally flawless skin is “little 
fresh meat” — which is almost 
as easy on the ears as the guys 
apparently are on the eyes, 
don’t you think?

Mayonnaise ice cream: 
I’m not sure if this is a real 
trend, or just something so 
gross that everyone is talking 
about it. Either way, mushy, 
smushy Hellmann’s ice cream 
is the creation of Ice, a Scot-
tish creamery with a some-
what unfortunate name that 
bills itself as an “artisanal” 
shop. (Speaking of trends, is 

there anything that hasn’t 
been artisanal-ized yet?) 
Anyway, Ice’s owner said the 
mayo-cream is a “full on hit 
of fat, followed with an eggy, 
milky aftertaste.” Hard to re-
sist with a description like 
that, right? But here we are, 
talking about it, so I digress.

Hearing aids that are 
also not hearing aids: These 
sound (ha!) great. The tech 
company Ericsson predicts 
we might end up wearing ear-
phones qua aids all day long, 
in part to listen to our devices, 
but also to be picky about what 
else we hear. Future, pro-
grammable earphones might 
allow us to only hear Person X 
in a room, and no other voices. 
Or they might let us muffle the 
sounds of our spouse’s snor-
ing. And there’s always the 
hope that they will simultane-
ously translate for us, which 
would be amazing. 

Except if the foreigner is 
saying, “Where iz zee mayon-
naise ice cream?”

Pokémon meets Hilfiger: 
Designer Tommy Hilfiger’s 
new Xplore jeans come with 
so-called smart chips embed-
ded in them. Somehow be-
tween the chips and an app on 

your phone, you can rack up 
points just by wearing your 
Xplore duds to certain places 
the brand is presumably part-
nering with. It’s like Pokémon 
Go, but you’re the Pokémon. 
(Or the app. Or the sap.) And 
as you get rewards, Tommy 
gets the reward of “figer-ing” 
out where you are, and how of-
ten you wear his clothes. 

Edible coffee cups: We’re 
talking cup-shaped “Cupf-
fee” wafers that withstand 
heat and liquid, and still taste 
good when you’re done sip-
ping. This idea is so obvious, I 
am kicking myself. (Or maybe 
that’s the guy jogging beside 
me in the dark.)

Fun laundromats: This 
one’s local! The super-hip Cel-
sious laundromat in — where 
else? —  Williamsburg features 
tables, chairs, a coffee bar, and 
even a free cup of organic de-
tergent (not to be mistaken for 
the coffee). Why we have been 
subjected to otherwise dreary, 
soul-sapping laundromats for 
so long is a great question.

Why we need a camera in a 
phone is not.

Lenore Skenazy is the pres-
ident of Let Grow, and the 
founder of Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

18-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

2.50%
$5,000 minimum deposit.
Checking account required.2

APY1

Get a $200 Amazon® gift 
card when you open a new 
Flushing Bank Complete 
Checking account with 
$10,000 and  an 18-Month 
CD with $50,000.3

Celebrate Summer with a Great Rate.

1 New money only. APY effective June 18, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature 
withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank 
checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce 
earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 3 Amazon®, Amazon.com® and its affiliates are not participants in or sponsors of this promotion. 
Limit of one (1) gift per customer with a new Complete Checking account and a new 18-Month CD with opening deposits of $10,000 and $50,000 respectively. Existing checking 
customers are not eligible. The gift will be given to the new customer 30 days after account opening. The new Complete Checking account must remain open, active, and in good 
standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. A 1099 statement for gift values (including 
applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) may be issued if cumulative promotional credit is equal to or exceeds $600 in a calendar year. Flushing Bank reserves the right to 
make gift substitutions of comparable value. and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to gift items. Valid at all Flushing Bank locations 
to new Complete Checking and CD customers with new money only. Offer is subject to change and termination anytime without notice. While supplies last. 4 New checking account 
customers only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking account customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a 
Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for details.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

l year at current rate Minimum deposit balancee

d.uired.Checking account requ

Plus, you can get up to $200 for a new consumer checking account!4 
This is a limited time offer. For more information about this or our other great offers and rates, speak with a Flushing Bank 

representative or call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD).
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may 
be payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru 
Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), 
$9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

LINCOLN

www.PremierLincoln.com
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LINCOLN

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much More! MSRP 
$38,420, VIN#3LJR614126, $4,487 Due at Inception Includes 1st 
Month Payment, $3,842 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $2750 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV 
fees. add’l. Expires 8/31/18. 

100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Remote Start, P/S, A/C 
and More! MSRP $36,830, VIN#5LKUL01624, $4,417 Due at Inception 
Includes 1st Month Payment $3,497 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 
Security Deposit. For those who qualify $1000 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV 
fees add’l. Expires 8/31/18.

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much 
More! MSRP $43,705, VIN#2LJBL38129. $5,354 Due at Inception 
Inc. 1st Month Payment, $4,370 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 
Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires8/31/18.

$285†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR CHOICE

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MONTHS

0%
APR

0% APR fi nancing available up to 60 
mos at $16.67 per month per $1,000 
fi nanced; with approved credit on 
select models not to be combined 
with other offers.

We Accept All
Makes & Models

For Service

†$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

2017 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL AWD

Only 300 Miles! Auto, A/C, 
Moonroof. Stk#2713F.

$38,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN MKZ SELECT

Auto, A/C, Red, Navigation, M/
Roof, 5K Miles, Stk#2832F

$28,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN MKC AWD

Auto, A/C, Black, Only
9K Miles, Stk#2966F

$26,998BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE... LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!

2016 LINCOLN MKX RESERVE AWD

Loaded, Red, V6, Auto. 
Stk#2977F. 36K Mi.

$31,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED
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Nominate
Your Favorite Place

BROOKLYN Family’s

Family Favorite Awards
Ice Cream Shop

Restaurant (Family Friendly)
Amusement Center

Academic Enrichment Program/Tutoring

Pizza Place

 NEW YORK
Parenting

GO TO  nyparenting.com/familyfavorite

Nominate a business & be entered into 
a drawing for a FREE
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HARBOR WATCH
Air Force Senior Airman Pas-
cal Nyowatchon’s co-workers 
describe him in a few short 
words: positive, strong and 
lively.

“I come to work happy ev-
ery day,” Nyowatchon said “I 
smile. I laugh.”

Nyowatchon said his deci-
sion to keep smiling is a goal 
he set at a young age. Nyo-
watchon grew up in Togo, 
a small tropical country in 
western Africa and the site 
of political turmoil for more 
than 50 years, forcing fami-
lies like Nyowatchon’s to be 
uprooted from their homes 
and seek refuge in neighbor-
ing countries.

“I remember being a little 
kid not knowing what’s going 
on.” Nyowatchon said “We 
just left everything behind. It 
was tough.”

That hardship is what mo-
tivated him to keep his head 
up, work hard and infl uence 
others to maintain their re-
silience.

“I learned from a young 
age that when things come 
your way, embrace it,” Nyo-
watchon said “Stop com-
plaining. Life is not meant to 
be easy, so just take one step 
at a time.”

In early 2005, Nyowa-

tchon and his family found 
themselves fl eeing the coun-
try again. This time, while 
in Ghana, they applied for 
a visa to come to the United 
States.

“Nyowatchon said he’d 
always wanted to go to the 
United States to “have a bet-
ter life.”

After two years of waiting 
and fi ling out documents, his 
family was approved to come 
to the U.S. In 2013 he became 
a U.S. citizen.

“I can recall it, yes. It was 
really nice,” Nyowatchon 
said of his citizenship cere-
mony. “I made sure I dressed 
up. I was looking sharp and 
holding the U.S. fl ag. And, 
I remember singing the na-
tional anthem. It was like I 
was an original American.”

He planned to go to school 
and further his education 
but something else was at the 
back of his mind.

“It always came back to 
me,” Nyowatchon said “I 
promised something to an 
immigration offi cer that I 
would defend the U.S. Consti-
tution.”

Today, he serves as a cli-
ent system technician in the 
Air Force with the 435th Air 
Ground Operations Wing, at 

HARBOR WATCH
When Army Spc. Mark Ball-
inger arrived to the California 
Army National Guard’s 40th 
Infantry Division two years 
ago, a deployment to Afghani-
stan was the last thing on his 
mind.

Ballinger, a cable systems 
installer-maintainer, said 
slots for the upcoming two 
deployments to Afghanistan 
were scarce when arrived at 
the unit, but he stayed eager 
and motivated for the possibil-
ity of a deployment.

“In May, less than a week 
before we left for Texas for the 
fi rst phase of the deployment, 
I received a call from an offi -
cer from my unit asking if I 
was still interested in going to 
Afghanistan,” said Ballinger. 
“I immediately jumped at the 
opportunity, they squared me 
away with the paperwork and 
I prepared to leave for the mis-
sion.”

On July 15, more than two 
months after that call, Ball-

inger and more than 30 other 
soldiers from the division 
stood in formation at Kan-
dahar Air Field in Afghani-
stan, to receive their combat 
patches during a patching cer-
emony.

“When I fi rst arrived to the 
unit and received the 40th In-
fantry Division patch, I felt 
part of something bigger than 
myself, but now being able to 
wear the patch on both shoul-
ders of my uniform makes 
me feel even more part of the 
team,” he said.

Ballinger, who is now part 
of the communications sec-
tion for Train, Advise and As-
sist Command South, said his 
goal during this deployment is 
to gain experience.

“At fi rst I wasn’t too excited 
about having to learn and do 
the work that [information 
technology specialists] do, but 
now I am so happy that I am 
getting that skill, so I can be 
a well-rounded signal soldier 
when I get back to the States,” 

he said.
Getting fi rsthand experi-

ence and surrounded by the 
knowledge of a collaborated 
leadership of active-duty 
soldiers and guardsmen in 
TAAC-South will make Ball-
inger a better leader in the 
future, said Army Staff Sgt. 
Mark Anderson, Ballinger’s 
supervisor.

“[He] has already ex-
pressed that he wants to make 
the Army a career and he has 
the motivation and drive to be 
able to do it,” said Anderson, a 
nodal network systems opera-
tor-maintainer with the 40th 
Infantry Division. “This de-
ployment will be a great step-
ping stone for him so he can 
receive mentorship from sol-
diers who do this line of work 
day-in and day-out.”

Anderson said seeing Ball-
inger receive his combat patch 
made him proud to be a non-
commissioned offi cer.

“He’s very young in his ca-

CABLE ABLE: U.S. Army Spc. Mark Ballinger is a nodal network systems operator-maintainer with the 40th 
Infantry Division, stationed in Kandahar Airfi eld, Afghanistan.  Staff Sgt. Neysa Canfi eld

ATTENTION!: Air Force Senior Airman Pascal Nyowatchon performs a 
ceremonial honor guard drill at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 
 Jourdan Barrons

Airman gives his 
son a better life

Continued on page 38Continued on page 38

He’s patch proud
Deployment was best move for this soldier
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
There’s a new commander in 
town. 

The former commander 
of Fort Hamilton Army Base, 
Col. Peter Sicoli, handed over 
command of the base to Col. 
Andrew S. Zieseniss in a July 
26 change of command cer-
emony at Fort Hamilton. Si-
coli said that he felt thankful 
to have worked at the base and 
would always remember the 
strength of those he worked 
with. 

“I truly appreciate tall the 
support I received from direc-
tors and their staff,” Sicoli 
said at the event.  “I will never 
forget the dedication they 
showed through all the chal-
lenges working for this garri-
son presents. It was indeed an 
honor to serve as their com-
mander.” 

Base leaders honored Si-
coli for both his character 
and his two years of work 
at Fort Hamilton at the cer-
emony, where the base’s di-
rector of Installation Man-
agement Command, Vincent 
Grewatz, presented Sicoli 
with a Legion of Merit for 
exceptionally meritorious 
conduct in the performance 
of outstanding service and 
achievements. Grewatz said 
Sicoli was a talented leader 
who helped push those he 
worked with to achieve. 

“Leaders have to be ca-
pable, innovative, and mo-
tivated to solidify success. 
Pete is one of those leaders 
who has continued to chal-
lenge his team and partner-
ships to up their game to suc-

ceed,” Grewatz said.  
Sicoli served in command 

and staff positions in combat 
brigades throughout the U.S. 
and overseas, including in 
deployments to Kuwait, Iraq, 
and Afghanistan, according to 
the base’s spokesman, Bruce 
Hill, who added that Sicoli 
also worked on army bases in 
Georgia and Virginia and also 
worked as the executive offi -
cer to the director of Offi ce of 
Business Transformation at 
the Pentagon. 

Next, Sicoli will head to 
San Antonio, Texas, where he 
will manage the directors and 
staff at the Installation Man-

agement Command, which 
handles the day-to-day opera-
tions of U.S. Army installa-
tions worldwide, according to 
Hill. 

Fort Hamilton’s new com-
mander, Col. Zieseniss — 
known as Col. Z — is origi-
nally from Saint Louis, Mo., 
and graduated as an infantry 
offi cer from the U.S. Military 
Academy in 1995, Hill said. 
Zieseniss worked in a variety 
of staff and leadership posi-
tions — including on a 2014 
deployment to Afghanistan 
— before he graduated from 
U.S. Army War College on the 
Carlisle Barracks Army facil-
ity in Pennsylvania in 2016, 
according to Hill, who added 
that Zieseniss most recently 
served as a military assistant 
to former Secretary of Defense 
Ash Carter and current Secre-
tary of Defense James Mattis.

Grewatz said Zieseniss’s 
character and years of im-
pressive experience and com-
mitment to the Army would 
serve him and the base well in 
his new role.  

“Andy has demonstrated 
his contribution, passion and 
dedication to soldiers and 
their families,” Grewatz said. 
“He brings a long history of 
excellence of in both his staff 
and command positions from 
around the world, and I have 
absolute confi dence that he 
will take this garrison team to 
even greater heights.”

The change of command 
happens every two years, ac-
cording to the base’s public 
affairs director, Catherine 
Santo Pietro.

SPECIAL AWARD: (From top) Col. Peter Sicoli presented city Police 
Commissioner James P. O’Neill with the Commander’s Award for Public 
Service. Army offi cers saluted the outgoing and incoming commanders. 
State Sen. Marty Golden chatted with Col. Peter Sicoli before presenting 
him with a State Legislative Resolution. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Col Sicoli hands over the reins to Col. Zieseniss

Ft. Hamilton gets new 
commander at change 
of command ceremony

WELL WISHES: Attendees wished 
outgoing commander Col. Peter 
Sicoli luck as he passed the torch 
to Col. Andrew S. Zieseniss in a 
change of command ceremony at 
Fort Hamilton Army Base on July 
26. Photo by Steve Solomonson

reer and he’s doing exactly 
what he needs to be doing to 
set himself up for success,” 
Anderson added. “It makes 
me feel proud to be his NCO 
and see how much he is ex-
celling and contributing to 
the mission.”

Ballinger said he is ex-
cited to learn and be able to 

use that knowledge to men-
tor and lead new soldiers 
when he gets back to Cali-
fornia.

“With everything I 
learn here I will be able 
to be a better [cable sys-
tems installer-maintainer 
specialist] and leader,” he 
said. “I want to be a per-
son that others look up to 
and depend on because 
they know I can get the job 
done.”

Ramstein Air Base, Germany, 
where he brings his positive 
personality and motivation to 
his peers and leaders.

Air Force Tech. Sgt. Twan 
Jennings, Nyowatchon’s super-
visor, described him as some-
one who likes to go above and 
beyond.

“He wants to be the one to 

do everything,” Jennings said 
“He’s like a ray of sunshine. 
And, his trust in God, knowing 
he’ll never fail him, makes him 
who he is so nothing can defeat 
him.”

Nyowatchon’s faith is some-
thing he wants to share with 
more people. He has aspira-
tions to become a chaplain’s as-
sistant and possibly become an 
Air Force chaplain one day.

He is grateful for all the op-
portunities given to him, and 

is especially thankful his fam-
ily will not have to endure the 
same hardships as he did.

“I’m very happy for my 
son,” Nyowatchon said. “He 
has a U.S. passport. It’s a priv-
ilege being a U.S. citizen and 
having access to things other 
people don’t have access to. I 
have a house I’ve never had be-
fore. I have a family, and the 
Air Force is taking care of us. 
And, I will not take that for 
granted.”

Continued from cover

BALLINGER
Continued from cover

AIRMAN
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Have you been seriously injured 
through a fault of another party?

Serving All Boros
Hablamos Espanol

Offi ce is Handicapped Accessible
No fee unless we recover

Free Consultation
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

RECOVERED FOR OUR CLIENTS

Piergrossi & Peterman
wewinyoucash.com

844-300-6648
Call our TOLL FREE hotline

for your complimentary consultation

INJURED?
WE WIN YOU $$$
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION!

COMMISSIONING ANNIVERSARY 
WEEKEND
August 16–19
Join us for performances, tours and 
activities for all ages as we celebrate 
this ship. Former crew members will
reunite and share stories from all eras 
of Intrepid’s service. 

NEW EXHIBITION: Intrepid A to Z
Explore life on Intrepid through an 
alphabetized collection of artifacts, archives 
and media never before seen by the public, 
with commentary from former crew 
members and veterans.

Visit INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG/75 to learn 
more and get your tickets.

PIER 86, W 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE, NYC

intrepidmuseum.org

2018 © Intrepid Museum Foundation. All Rights Reserved. Except as permitted 
under applicable law, this work may not be copied, published, disseminated, 
displayed, performed or played without permission of the copyright holder.   

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It was diplomacy on the dia-
mond!

A team of pint-sized Brook-
lynites faced off against their 
counterparts from China dur-
ing a friendly baseball game 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant on 
Aug. 2 where the athletes from 
opposite ends of the world 
bonded over their love of the 
sport — even if they couldn’t 
talk about it.

“There defi nitely was a 
language barrier. It was inter-
esting because we saw the re-
silience of kids trying to fi nd 
a way to communicate,” said 
Keri Weaver, whose son Savion 
Weaver-Diaz played fi rst base 
for the hometown team. “But 
at the end of the game we got 
some great pictures of one 
of the Chinese boys with his 

arm around one of our tallest 
players, looking up at him and 
marvelling about at how tall 
he is.”

The intercontinental battle 
between 9-to-12-year-olds on 
Kings County’s BedStuy Slug-
gers and the visiting Power-
baseball Angels from China 
unfolded over six innings on 
the home team’s turf at Her-
bert Von King Park.   

And although the visitors 
handily defeated the local 
squad 17–6, the Kings County 
competitors left the fi eld with 
the satisfaction of knowing 
they gave it their all, their 
coach said.

“It was a great experience 
for the kids to grow, learn, and 
watch how the game is truly 
played,” said Yaseen Allah.

The Angels visited Brook-

lyn while in the United States 
to compete in the Pony youth-
baseball league, which pits 
squads from around the world 
against teams from across the 
country. 

The Bedford-Stuyvesant 
game was not part of league 

play, but rather a pickup 
match organized by each 
team’s leaders with the help of 
offi cials from a local baseball 
camp where aspiring athletes 
from both squads honed their 
skills, according to Weaver, 
who oversees operations for 

the Sluggers. 
And after the fi nal inning 

wrapped, the home team cel-
ebrated the occasion by treat-
ing the out-of-towners to a lo-
cal delicacy, she said.

“They ate pizza at picnic ta-
bles,” Weaver said.

Going for 
global glory

HE’S SAFE!: A Powerbaseball Angels player tries to get a Brooklyn player out at home plate.  
 Photo by Caroline Ourso

Brooklyn, Chinese baseball teams 
battle in Bedford-Stuyvesant
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@
sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE 
CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY 
(631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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By Julianne McShane

He’s a force of nature. 
A Sunset Park filmmaker who 

has turned his camera on New 
York City’s wild spaces and hurricane-rav-
aged neighborhoods will screen his short 
flicks at two Brooklyn events his month, 
on Aug. 10 in Greenpoint and on Aug. 25 
at Industry City. Nathan Kensinger said 
he first put his focus on the city’s land-
scapes and waterways when he moved to 
Gowanus in 2003 and noticed how quickly 
the waterfront was changing. 

“I really became interested in the 
industrial waterfront and trying to capture 
the buildings that were still standing,” he 
said. “In the course of exploring the water-
front and taking all of these photographs, I 
started to see that they were really demol-

ishing a lot of it.” 
At a free outdoor event this week, 

Kensinger will screen three of his films 
that focus on New York’s natural land-
scape. In his “Reclaimed Ground,” 
Kensinger highlights Hunter’s Point, a 
wild forest that flourished on the Queens 
waterfront before construction workers 
bulldozed it in 2015 to make way for a new 
park. For “English Kills Voyage,” he used 
a remote-controlled boat decked out with 
waterproof cameras to explore the muck 
of Newtown Creek. And in “Covered 
Tracks,” Kensinger explores an abandoned 
train tunnel running through the Hudson 
River. The filmmaker will discuss his 
work before the showing.

Kensinger’s latest documentary, 
“Managed Retreat,” will screen as part 

of the closing night of the Rooftop Film 
Festival, at Industry City on Aug. 25. 
The movie spotlights three Staten Island 
neighborhoods abandoned after Hurricane 
Sandy, with the state buying and destroy-
ing the remaining homes. Kensinger went 
to photograph the neighborhoods in the 
days after the hurricane, and realized that 
he needed to film the transition. 

“I thought that these neighborhoods 
were taking the most interesting approach 
[to recovery], and in the course of pho-
tographing it, I just realized it would be 
much better captured on film,” he said. 

To get the footage, Kensinger visited 
the neighborhoods several times between 
2015 and 2017, and was amazed at how 
quickly the wildlife returned, he said. 

“I think how quickly nature returned 

was a real surprise — you’d walk down the 
street and see a deer peek out and investi-
gate this newly open landscape,” he said. 

Kensinger said that his two latest films 
make a sort of matched set. 

“In ‘Managed Retreat,’ you’re seeing 
a community torn down and being turned 
into nature, and in ‘Reclaimed Ground,’ 
you’re seeing nature being torn down and 
turned into a community,” he said. 

“The Films of Nathan Kensinger” at 
Java Street Community Garden (59 Java 
St. between West and Franklin streets in 
Greenpoint). Aug. 10 at 8:30 pm. Free. 

“Managed Retreat” at “Rooftop Shots: 
Closing Night” at Industry City Courtyard 
5-6 (Second Avenue between 34th and 35th 
streets in Sunset Park, www.rooftopfilms.
com). Aug. 25 at 8 pm. $16. 

His films show city’s natural landscapes

Wild guide

Nature boy: Sunset Park filmmaker 
Nathan Kensinger highlights some 
of the city’s overlooked and aban-
doned landscapes in his documen-
taries. Photo by Jason Speakman 

Urban jungle: “Reclaimed Ground” highlights 
Hunter’s Point, a forest that flourished in Queens 
before the city transformed it into a park earlier this 
year. Nathan Kensinger
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By Bill Roundy

The best beer officially comes 
from Brooklyn!

The second annual New 
York State Craft Beer Competition 
gave its highest honor to Threes 
Brewing last week, giving the 
Gowanus brewery the Governor’s 
Excelsior Cup for the second year 
in a row. In a blind taste test, the 
brewery’s Belgian farmhouse-style 
ale Passing Time Grisette beat out 
641 other beers from around the 
state. Winning the top award in 
New York’s vibrant beer scene is an 
incredible feat, said the brewery’s 
co-founder.

“We were thrilled, it’s really 
exciting,” said Josh Stylman. “It’s a 
great honor to be recognized with 
such a great beer group.”

Last year, the brewery’s Vliet 
pilsner also earned the top award. 
Winning two years in a row helps 
to validate the work the brewery has 
done, said Stylman. 

He was especially happy that the 
winning beer was in the Farmhouse 
Ale category, a category of tart, 

mostly low-alcohol beers that often 
does not get the attention of more 
strongly flavored varieties, he said. 

“It’s a style that’s really unsung. 
It’s a grisette, not as popular as 
lagers or IPAs, so we were especially 
excited to see them recognize a style 
that’s a little more subtle,” he said.

Threes Brewing also won a 

bronze medal in the Wild and Sour 
Ales category, for its Eternal Return: 
Sauv Blanc brew.

Passing Time is currently avail-
able on draft at the brewery.

Threes Brewing [333 Douglass 
St. between Third and Fourth ave-
nues in Gowanus, (718) 522–2110, 
www.threesbrewing.com].

By Julianne Cuba

You can enjoy a movie 
under the stars in 
America’s Downtown 

every Tuesday in August! 
The local business-boosting 

group Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership will host the “That’s 
Entertainment!” series of outdoor 
films this month, with the goal of 
bringing the community together 
to enjoy new outdoor space the 
Plaza at 300 Ashland, said the 
head of the quasi-public group.

“What better way to celebrate 
summer than with outdoor mov-

ies? We invite Brooklynites to 
join us for this fun summer series 
and get to know the great new 
plaza,” said Regina Myer.

The movies, including 
“Hollywood Shuffle” on Aug. 14. 
“Who Framed Roger Rabbit?” on 
Aug. 21, and “Fame” on Aug. 28, 
will play on a 13-foot-wide digital 
screen that will be brought in for 
the events. 

That’s Entertainment! at the 
Plaza at 300 Ashland (at Lafayette 
and Flatbush Avenues in Fort 
Greene, www.downtownbrooklyn.
com). Aug. 14, 21, 28 at 7 pm. Free.

Light in the Plaza

King of cups: Brewers Joel Ford, left, and Ben Petersen, right, hold the Governor’s 
Excelsior Cup, while Threes Brewing co-founder Justin Israelson hoists the farm-
house ale that won this year’s prize. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Threes the charm!
Gowanus brewers win state’s top beer prize

Toon in: The “That’s Entertainment!” free outdoor film series will include a 
screening of “Who Framed Roger Rabbit?” on Aug. 21.

By Kevin Duggan

Comedian, podcaster and 
author Maeve Higgins’s new 
collection of essays “Maeve 

in America” details her experiences 
as an Irish immigrant in New York. 
Our reporter Kevin Duggan, also a 
recent Irish newcomer to Brooklyn, 
talked to Higgins about her new 
book and what he can expect from 
life in the borough.

Kevin Duggan: Your new book 
covers a wide range of stories. What 
holds all of these stories together?

Maeve Higgins: I think three 
things. One is jokes, two is immi-
gration, and three is New York. 
Most of the stories are in New York. 
It’s a bunch of essays about my time 
since I moved here five years ago 
and everything that’s been happen-
ing to me.

And it was so important to me 
that the book be funny. And even 
though some of the things I’m 
doing, like a comedy workshop in 
Iraq, are very serious and some-
times sad, because I work with a lot 
of immigrants and they have been 
under attack these past two years. 
But I still try and keep some levity 
there because that’s important.

KD: When you came to America, 

did you know right away you wanted 
to live in New York City?

MH: Yeah I always wanted to 
live in New York. I had this roman-
tic idea of being a writer in the city 
and about Brooklyn being the heart 
of some kind of literary culture. 

And honestly, it hasn’t disap-
pointed me. I mean, definitely some 
things have been shocking. Like I 
found out that you don’t really get 

paid for writing and I found out 
about some of the more competitive 
elements which turn me off, but I 
have met such interesting people 
and I’ve had some really wonderful 
opportunities since I’ve got here.

KD: When you got here, was it 
what you expected?

MH: I was expecting big drunk-
en lunches with loads of writers in 
the Algonquin Hotel, where every-
body was trading quips and saying 
things like ‘Watch out for her, she’s 
got a sharp tongue.’ … But it’s 
actually just a lot of anxiety-ridden 
freelancers who are scrambling for 
things to write about.

KD: Are you still in Brooklyn?
MH: Yeah I still live in 

Brooklyn. When I first got here, I 
was on Church Avenue and then I 
moved to East Harlem and now I’m 
in Park Slope. 

KD: How do you like the neigh-
borhood?

MH: I really like it. You know, 
sometimes I’m frustrated that 
there’s two origami paper shops 
and there’s nowhere to buy milk. 
It’s quite expensive, but I have a lot 
of friends around here and there’s 
a lovely community atmosphere. I 
have a dog, and the dog knows all 
the neighborhood dogs. And that 

really makes me feel at home here.
To me, Brooklyn is the comedy 

center of New York. I mean there’s 
clubs obviously in Manhattan, but 
the fun stuff is happening here.

KD: What advice would you 
have on living in Brooklyn to a 
newcomer?

MH: Try and buy a monthly 
MetroCard, so that if you are broke 
you can still get around the city and 
do fun stuff. I would also say use 
the park. I lived close to Prospect 
Park for a year before I realized how 

cool it was. And now I love it, I live 
near the park now and I go there 
every day. 

Maeve Higgins celebrates 
“Maeve in America” at her week-
ly comedy show “Butterboy” at 
Littlefield [635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.littlefieldnyc.com). 
Aug. 13 at 8 pm. $10 ($8 in advance). 
And at Books Are Magic (225 Smith 
St. at Butler Street in Cobble Hill, 
www.booksaremagic.net). Aug. 16 
at 7:30 pm. Free.

OFF THE ISLAND

A book full of laughs: “Maeve In 
America” is sure to make readers laugh 
and discover Maeve Higgins’s unique 
perspective on living in America as an 
immigrant.  Penguin Random House

Irish comic writes about coming to Brooklyn

Booklynite: Maeve Higgins’s new book “Maeve in America” details her experience 
moving from Ireland to Brooklyn. Jeannie O’Brien
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“INGENIOUS 
BUBBLE WIZARDRY.”

  -THE NEW YORKER

Telecharge.com or 212.239.6200
For groups or birthdays call 866.642.9849

 New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.

GazillionBubbleShow.com  

New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.

GGGGGGGGaaazzziiiiiiiilllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiooonnnBBBBBBBBuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblllllllleeeSSSSSSSShhhhhhhhooowww cccooommmm

Telecharge: (212) 239-6200   
Westside Theatre (Upstairs) 407 W. 43rd St., NYC

NOW THRU SEPTEMBER 30 ONLY

Penn & Teller

“AMAZING MAGIC. INGENIOUS!”GIC IN“AM“ US!”

“WORLD-CLASS ILLUSIONIST.”
Broadway World

“WO IST.”

VitalyMagic.comiiii m
e Theatre (U

Vitalyiiiii c.commmmm
59E59 THEATERS 212-279-4200 / WWW.59E59.ORG
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Word’s pick: “The Incendiaries,” 
by R.O. Kwon

“The Incendiaries” is 
my favorite novel of 2018. 
Please buy it and read it. 
Immediately. Read the 
sentences out loud to your 
friends. Read about long-
ing and possession with 
your partners. Think 
about all the ways we are 
“educated” throughout 
our days. Consider how 
you perceive and use 
your gods. And, above 
all, enjoy this small, 
raw gem of a book. R.O. 
Kwon has done something singular in her 
writing by distilling metaphor and simple sentences into 
a potent potion that takes hold of your brain and your 
heart. “The Incendiaries” deserves a place on your shelf 
and in your mind. 

— Hannah Oliver-Depp, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.word-
bookstores.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Lives of Animals,” by J.M Coetzee

In his philosophical novel 
“The Lives of Animals,” Pulitzer 
Prize-winner J.M Coetzee 
explores human identity, the 
way animals react to each 
other and the environment, 
and the ethics of meat by way 
of an engaging fiction that is 
as sharp and affecting in its 
prose as it is compelling in 
its reasoning.

— Samuel Partal, 
Community Bookstore 
[43 Seventh Ave. between 
Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Severance” by Ling Ma

Ling Ma’s debut novel 
takes the milieu of the film 
“Frances Ha” and mixes in 
a subdued zombie apoca-
lypse. It tells the story of 
Candace Chen, an office 
drone and aspiring pho-
tographer, who lives 
through a plague that 
causes people to mind-
lessly perform familiar 
motions until they rot 
away. It is a clever 
and funny novel that 
depicts modern urban 
ennui and a speculative post-apoc-
alyptic world equally well, while using its central 
contagion as a metaphor to critique late capitalism, glo-
balization, and nostalgia.

— Matt Stowe, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Alexandra Simon

He’s getting the bands back 
together.

A half-dozen bands from 
the Brooklyn Beat scene of the 1980s 
will reunite this month to help an old 
friend fight for his health. “ Malcolm’s 
Kickin’ Cancer Concert ,” at Rocky 
Sullivan’s in Red Hook on Aug. 17, 
will raise funds for Malcolm Smart, 
who is undergoing treatment for blood 
cancer. Smart played bass for sev-
eral of the bands who rocked the Park 
Slope dive bar Lauterbach’s during the 
1980s, and those bands will bring back 
the decade of decadence for the night, 
said one of the show’s organizers.

“In the mid-80s there were a lot 
of indie bands in Park Slope — we 
kind of had our own CBGB scene at 
Lauterbach’s and that’s how our scene 
began,” said Sam Cataldi. “When he 
heard he was diagnosed, we wanted to 
raise funds so he could have money to 
live off of. We felt the best thing to do 
was start doing a series of concerts.”

Smart played with the bands 
Frank’s Museum and Formaldehyde 
Blues Train, both of which will per-
form at the Aug. 17 show, along with 
local ’80s acts Rome56, The Shirts, 
Spaghetti Eastern Music, and M. 
West. Each of the bands will play for 
about 30 minutes, said Cataldi.

A few of the bands have come 
together for occasional shows over 
the years, but this will be the first 
show of this magnitude, said Cataldi, 
who played with Smart in Frank’s 
Museum.

“It’s going to be emotional,” he 
said. “Even though we periodically see 
each other time to time, not everybody 
has been back at once. So it’s going 
to be a lot of emotions because we all 
love Malcolm very much.”

Smart, who now lives in Albany, 
plans to travel to Red Hook and play 
for a few minutes with each of his 
former bands. The man of the hour 
said that he is grateful for the love 
and encouragement his friends have 
extended to him, and that he was over-
whelmed with the support. 

“It’s pretty amazing and it took me 
a while to get used to this, but people 
don’t want to stop doing things for 

me,” he said. “I felt a little embar-
rassed, but it’s been very humbling.”

The show will be a good time, said 
Cataldi. The band members at the 
show may be in their 50s and 60s, but 
they still have the same talent.

“Some of us still got it, and for 
some it’s not the same, but most of us 
are still active and can probably play 
better than 30 years ago — it’s all 
muscle memory,” he said. 

“Malcolm’s Kickin’ Cancer 
Concert” at Rocky Sullivan’s [46 
Beard St. at Dwight Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 246-8050, www.rocky-
sullivansredhook.com]. Aug. 17 at 8 
pm. $10.

By Julianne McShane

This week is packed with free 
fun in the Ridge! 

On Friday, start your swel-
tering summer weekend with some al 
fresco activities! First, race to Third 
Avenue for the final Summer Stroll 
of the season. The pedestrian-only 
walkway will stretch along the avenue 
from 80th to 90th streets, and will last 
from 6 pm until 10:30 pm. During that 
time, you take in live tunes and enjoy 
outdoor dining deals. 

Once you have strolled the length 
of the street party, dash down to 
Narrows Botanical Gardens (Shore 
Road between Bay Ridge Avenue and 
72nd Street), where you can catch a 
free screening of “My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding” under the stars. The comedy 
begins at sunset, around 8 pm. 

On Saturday night, get the party 
started by dancing down to the 
Greenhouse Café (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets), where 

the Uncle Jack quartet will take the 
stage at 10 pm to perform hits from 
the 1950s through today, including 
tunes by Billy Joel, Bruce Springsteen, 
the Beatles, and bands that starts with 
other letters of the alphabet. 

Sunday morning, you artistic types 
can head to the Owl’s Head (479 74th 
St. between Fourth and Fifth avenues) 
for a free, two-hour informal meet-
and-greet with other Ridge creatives 
beginning at noon. The Bay Ridge 
Artist Cawfee Tawks take place at the 
Owl’s Head every Sunday in August, 
but you won’t be a starving artist if 
you attend: free coffee and bagels are 
on offer every week. 

The musically inclined can take a 
mid-week music break on Wednesday 
night at the Brooklyn Firefly (7003 
Third Ave. at Ovington Avenue), 
which will host an open music jam 
from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm. Bring your 
own instrument. 

But if you can only carry a tune 
in a bucket, head to Lock Yard (9221 
Fifth Ave. between 92nd and 94th 
streets) instead for its weekly trivia 
contest and 16 taps of craft beer. You 
can saddle up to the bar on Wednesday 
at 8 pm.

Bay Ridge is boiling over with fun

BEAT GOES ON

Well preserved: Members of Formaldehyde Blues Train, shown playing in 1989 at 
Lauterbach’s in Park Slope, will reunite on Aug. 17.  JR Rost

’80s bands reunite to help an old friend
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228 • 718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net

Since 1955 Nick’s Lobster House goal has been to provide our 
guests with excellent service in a fun, casual atmosphere to 
enjoy the freshest lobsters, seafood and ingredients around!

New menu now available!
Visit: www.Nickslobsterhouse.com

Nick’s Lobster House now offers:

Nick’s Lobster House
2777 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

718-253-7117
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

SAT, AUG 18
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $51–$156. 
7:15 pm.

SUN, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $550–$600. 6:30 
pm.

MON, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $26–$156. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE SMACK-

DOWN LIVE:  $26–
$156. 7:30 pm.

FRI, AUG 24
SPORTS, POWER 105 

PRESENTS BIG3: 
Three-on-three bas-
ketball tournament. 
$24–$750. 7 pm.

SUN, AUG 26
COMEDY, NICK CANNON 

PRESENTS WILD ’N 
OUT LIVE: $35–$150. 
8 pm.

THU, AUG 30
MUSIC, DRAKE: With the 

Three Migos. $60–$250. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, AUG 31
MUSIC, DRAKE: With the 

Three Migos. $60–$250. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, SEPT 1
MUSIC, DRAKE: With the 

Three Migos. $60–$250. 
7 pm.

SAT, SEPT 8
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
Danny Garcia v Shawn 
Porter. $57–$750. tba.

TUE, SEPT 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: 

$15–$174. 7 pm.

TUE, SEPT 20
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: 
$15–$174. 7 pm.

SAT, SEPT 29
ESPORTS, ESL ONE NEW 

YORK: $45–$169. 9 am.

SUN, SEPT 30
ESPORTS, ESL ONE NEW 

YORK: $45–$169. 9 am.

THU, OCT 4
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$81–$236. 8 pm.

FRI, OCT 5
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$81–$236. 8 pm.

SAT, OCT 6
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V NASH-
VILLE PREDATORS: 
$41–$230. 7 pm.

SUN, OCT 7
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$79–$450. 8 pm. 

MON, OCT 8
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V SAN JOSE 
SHARKS: $21–$252. 
1 pm.

TUE, OCT 9
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND 

THE MACHINE: $49–
$129. 7 pm.

THU, OCT 11
MUSIC, NIKKI MINAJ, 

FUTURE: $36–$182. 
7:30 pm. 

SAT, OCT 13
MUSIC, GORILLAZ: $89–

$160. 8 pm. 

FRI, AUG. 10
MUSIC, DEJ LOAF: With 

IAMDDB and Quiñ. Free. 
6 pm. Ford Amphitheater 
(3052 W 21st St. at the 
Boardwalk in Coney Is-
land), fordamphitheaterco-
neyisland.com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. CONNECTI-
CUT TIGERS: $12–$19 
($10–$17 in advance). 
6:40 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

MUSIC, GODSPEED YOU! 
BLACK EMPEROR: With 
Emel Mathlouthi. Free. 
7:30 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–8900], bricartsmedia.
org/cb.  

SAT, AUG. 11
DINING, BEERS WITHOUT 

BEERS TASTING FESTI-
VAL: A women-focused 
beer tasting festival fea-
turing 23 breweries, 14 of 
them owned or co-owned 
by women. $50 ($75 VIP). 
Noon–4 pm. The Well [272 
Meserole St. between Wa-
terbury Street and Bush-
wick Place in Bushwick, 
(347) 338–3612], www.hop-
culture.com.

CONEY ISLAND HISTORY 
DAY: A day celebrating 
Coney Island’s immigrant 
heritage. Free. 2–6 pm. 
Coney Island History Proj-
ect [3059 West 12th St. be-
tween Surf Avenue and the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island, 
(347) 702–8553], www.co-
neyislandhistory.org. 

MUSIC, THE BREEDERS: . 
Speedy Ortiz opens. Part 
of the Bric Celelbrate 
Brooklyn! Festival. Free. 
7:30 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

SUN, AUG. 12
NIGHTLIFE, SARAVÁ! WILD 

CARNIVAL: A Brazilian 
Carnival party, with DJs, 
live music, art installations, 
an outdoor shower, jacuzzi, 
food, and frozen caipirin-
has. $25 ($20 in advance). 
3 pm. House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org. 

MON, AUG. 13
COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 

COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Casey Crawford, 
Tina Friml, Lance Weiss, 
and more. Free. 8 pm. 
Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets 
in Crown Heights), www.
fnlbk.com. 

COMEDY, ED SULLIVAN ON 
ACID: A long-running, free 
stand-up comedy show 
hosted by Calvin S. Cato. 
Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddys-
bar.com. 

TUES, AUG. 14
MUSIC, BACK TO THE FILL-

MORE: Free. 7 pm. Shore 
Road Park (7420 Shore 
Road in Bay Ridge). 

MUSIC, THE DECEMBER-
ISTS: Benefi t concert with 
Hamilton Leithauser. $45. 
7:30 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

WED, AUG. 15
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. VERMONT 
LAKE MONSTERS: 
$12–$19 ($10–$17 in ad-
vance). 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

MUSIC, CARL THOMAS: Free 
concert. Free. 7pm. Lady 
Moody Triangle (Avenue 
U at Van Sicklen Street in 
Gravesend). 

THURS, AUG. 16
THEATER, “THE ROVER”: An 

all-nude production of the 
17th century story about 
the amorous adventures 
of a group of noblemen. 
Free. 5:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Music Pagoda (Enter 
at Ocean Avenue and 
Lincoln Road in Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens), www.
tornouttheater.org. 

FRI, AUG. 17
MUSIC, THE BEACH BOYS: 

$18–$231. 6 pm. Ford Am-
phitheater (3052 W 21st St. 
at the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island), fordamphitheater-
coneyisland.com. 

TALK, CAMPFIRE: A live 
outdoor storytelling show 
around a fi re. With Gas-
tor Almonte, Liza Treyger, 
Sean Patton (Conan) and 
musical guest Exit Daze. 
$10 ($5 in advance). 8 pm. 
North Brooklyn Farms 
(320 Kent Ave. at S. Fourth 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.northbrooklynfarms.
com. 

SAT, AUG. 18
ART, CONEY ISLAND SAND 

SCULPTING COMPETI-
TION: Shape some sand! 
Free. Noon. Coney Island 
beach [Boardwalk be-
tween W. 10th and W. 12th 
streets in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyislandfunguide.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, BURLESQUE ON 
THE BEACH: A Night on 
Old Cape Cod: $15. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W 12th 
St. in Coney Island). 

Stars in his eyes: Comedian Nick Cannon will host the stage 
version of his television show “Wild ’N Out” at Barclays 
Center on Aug. 26. Associated Press / Jordan Strauss

Ladies who lager: At the Beers Without Beards Tasting 
Festival, at the Well in Bushwick on Aug. 11, you can sample 
suds from 23 breweries, pose with cut-outs of the festival 
mascot (pictured), and hoist a glass to the women of brewing.
 Sam Taylor

ABOUT ME
I live in Brooklyn and although my background is in design and construction,           
I now provide in-depth psychic and medium readings for clients all over the world.    
I gained my gifts 20 years ago. I am compassionate to what you are going through. 
I have struggled with many health issues and heartache, but I always keep a
positive attitude. Along with my inspirational readings, I also host Sicilian Cooking 
classes!
ABOUT MY READINGS
My abilities are God given and are used to help others achieve inner peace, joy 
and solutions for their highest good. I hear voices, feel energy and see pictures 
that answer concerns. My Spirit Guides and those crossed over speak to me. 
The information is always given honestly, directly, accurately and with love to 
whomever seeks my help. Whether it is in person or over the phone, with just 
your first name I can help you find happiness.

ASK ABOUT MY SICILIAN COOKING CLASSES W/ READINGS

PSYCHIC & MEDIUM

KATHLEEN 
AVINO

Meet Kathleen the last Wednesday of every month for your personal reading at

 
7717 3rd Avenue  Bayridge  Brooklyn  New York 11209

For more info  
CALL 516.225.8054  VISIT www.kathleenavino.com  EMAIL kathleenavino@gmail.com

HOST YOUR OWN PARTY
Birthdays  Bachelorette Parties  Bridal Showers

Alone? Partner Problem? Why?
CALL ME TO GET YOUR ANSWER
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Menu and Market Prices on line 
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions 
& subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

Fish n Chips
SPECIAL

$1299
INCLUDES CORN OR FRIES

with this coupon only

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu 
$2995 pp

Music: Thurs. - Sun.
1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Reservations Suggested, Maximum 12 people  Complete Lunch Also Available 11:30- 4pm $26 pp

CELEBRATES NEW YORK CITY RESTAURANT WEEK 

Dinner Menu Complete Dinner $42 
Plus Tax & Gratuity

APPETIZERS
Zuppa De Mussels  French Onion Soup  Eggplant Rolletini  Soup Du Jour  Grand Caesar Salad 

House Salad  Fried Calamari  Baked Clams  Shrimp Cocktail

DESSERTS, COFFEE OR TEA
Chocolate Mousse  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel  Ice Cream Sundae  Tiramisu

Chocolate Mousse Pie Cheesecake  Chocolate Cheesecake  Fresh Fruit Plate

ENTREES
PORK CHOP with Baconkraut 

and Bass Ale Gravy

CHICKEN SALTIMBOCCA Prosciutto, 
White Wine, Mushrooms, Fresh 

Mozzarella, Spinach

BURGER DELUXE Fresh Cut Fries, 
Bacon, Choice of Cheese

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST 
Parmigiana or Francaise

FRENCH CUT ROASTED CHICKEN 
Over Sautéed Broccoli Rabe and 

Roasted Chick Peas

SHRIMP SCAMPI Sautéed with 
White Wine, Lemon, Garlic, Butter

SALMON FILET Cold Water 
Farm Raised, Broiled or Grilled

PENNE ALA VODKA with Grilled 
Chicken or Shrimp

LASAGNA BOLOGNESE Crumbled 
Sausage with Three Cheeses, 

Marinara Sauce

RIGATONI BROCCOLI RABE with 
Roasted Red Pepper, Parmesan 

and Grilled Chicken

BONELESS SHELL STEAK 14oz. 
Topped with Garlic Herb Butter

FILET MIGNON 
Grilled 10oz.

RACK OF LAMB 
Grilled Dijon Crusted

LOBSTER TAILS Twin 5oz. 
Served with Drawn Butter

ROASTED LONG ISLAND DUCK 
Orange or Strawberry Sauce

SURF N’ TURF, 5oz. Filet Mignon 
5oz. Lobster Tail with Drawn Butter

SEAFOOD LINGUINI 
Clams - Mussels - Shrimp - 

Calamari, Red or White Sauce

BROILED TILAPIA 
OREGANATA 

Topped with Seasoned Panko



COURIER LIFE, AUG. 10-16, 201850    24-7

It’s 2:30 on a Wednesday 
afternoon and the place is 
packed.

Mancini’s Wood-Fired 
Pizza is back in business, and 
it’s better than ever.

By-the-slice options 
beckon from behind glass. A 
Caesar’s chicken salad pizza 
is piled high; a stuffed pizza 
is brimming with broccoli, 
tomatoes, spinach, ricotta, 
and mozzarella. There 
are slices topped with ziti; 
and another with buffalo 
chicken. One of the signa-
ture pies is the truffle-oiled 
pizza with fresh mozzarella, 
fontina, mushrooms, basil, 
and parmigiana, a most deli-
cious blend of flavors. 

The crust is crisp because 
— as the name indicates — 
the pizza is cooked in a stone 
brick oven where wood is 
burned at temperatures that 
exceed 600–700 degrees. This 
allows it to cook faster, and 
gives it that wood-fire taste. 
The pizza here is awesome, 
but Mancini’s is much more 
than a typical pizzeria. It’s a 
beautiful restaurant where 
you can get veal, shrimp, 
eggplant, rice balls, clams, 
calzones, burgers, fries, 
sandwiches, and salads. The 
Caesar’s salad with grilled 
shrimp is so very fresh, and 
the shrimp is exceptional. 
It’s because the seafood here 
comes from the fish market. 

Owner Francesco Man-
cini says, “Everything served 
here is what my mom uses to 
cook at home.” That includes 
Lioni fresh mozzarella and 
Queen Ann ravioli.

The restaurant has a mod-
ern, rustic look, all designed 
and constructed by Fran-
cesco himself, who worked in 
the construction business be-
fore re-opening Mancini’s in 
October. But he’s had plenty 
of experience in the pizza 
business, too. His father, 
Vito, owned Mancini’s for 
years, before selling in 2012. 
Eight other family members 
are also in the business. 

“Pizza runs in my blood,” 
he says.

The décor is a mix of old 
world and modern, with 
wash bins and shadow boxes 
on the walls, amid a ceiling 
that is painted with metal-
lic colors, and lighting that’s 
bright and contemporary. 
One wall holds a tremendous 
chalkboard with perfect let-
tering, detailing some of the 
day’s food options. It’s hand-

written by Francesco’s wife, 
Brittany. A tropical fish tank 
is off to the side. Music plays 
in the background, and there 
is a flat-screened television 
with the day’s news. When 
food is ordered, it arrives on 
modern white dishes, not pa-
per plates. And if you happen 
to use the restroom, you’ll 
probably find it to be one of 
the best-looking facilities of 
any pizzeria. Francesco de-
signed that, too.

Francesco is always on 

the premises, taking orders, 
serving people, and wip-
ing tables to keep the place 
spotless. It’s no easy feat, as 
this joint is jumpin’. He says 
many of his father’s custom-
ers are happy that Mancini’s 
is back, and so they come in 
regularly. Francesco is happy 
to be back, too, as he’s a local 
himself, a graduate of Xaver-
ian High School who resides 
in Dyker Heights.

It’s not listed on the menu 
yet, but Francesco likes to 
surprise customers by mak-
ing zeppole stuffed with Nu-
tella, and sprinkled with 
powdered sugar. They are 
spectacular. One can also or-
der a Nutella pie with marsh-
mallow and strawberries. 

Mancini’s Wood-Fired 
Pizza [8504 Fifth Ave. between 
86th and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 333–5209, www.
Manciniswoodfiredpizza.
com]. Open every day, from 11 
am to 11 pm. 

Mancini’s Wood-Fired Pizza returns to Bay Ridge
SUMMER DINING
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Join us on

Register for your chance to

WIN GREAT 
DOOR PRIZES**

10% 
OFF*

Custom Order Wallpaper

An Additional

*40%
OFF

Paints & Stains

30%
*OFF

Painting Supplies

Brooklyn-Park Slope 
555 5th Ave. | (718) 369-0819 

•  Mon-Fri 7am-7pm  •  Sat 8am-6pm  •  Sun 10am-6pm

GRAND OPENING!
SATURDAY, AUGUST 11TH 

8am-6pm

*Valid on retail sales of retail products only. Discount taken off of our list price. Sale pricing or other offers that result in greater savings will supersede this offer. Offer excludes previous purchases, and purchases of gift cards, Multi-Purpose primers, HGTV HOME™ by Sherwin-Williams Paint, Sketch 
Pad® Dry Erase, ladders, spray equipment and accessories.  Other exclusions may apply, see store for details. Valid only at the Brooklyn-Park Slope Sherwin-Williams store on 8/11/18.  **See store for official rules and restrictions. 8/11/18 from 8am-6pm at the Brooklyn-Park Slope Sherwin-Wil-

liams location only.No purchase necessary. Prizes are not transferable or redeemable for cash or credit. Prizes subject to change. Sherwin-Williams reserves the right to substitute prizes of equal or greater value. Void where prohibited. ©2018 The Sherwin-Williams Company
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We’ve Got All 
The Boroughs 

Covered

 

 

718.260.2555 
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Tues., Aug 21

11 AM, 3 PM, 7 PM
Bay Ridge
Vesuvio’s

7305 3rd Ave.

Wed., Aug 22

11 AM, 3 PM, 7 PM
Sheepshead Bay

Buckley’s
2926 Ave. S

Thurs., Aug 23

3 PM, 7 PM
Park Slope

Grand Prospect Hall
263 Prospect Ave.


