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BY JULIANNE CUBA
She’s serving some of moth-
er’s little helper. 

The owner of a Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens brew-
ery welcomes pregnant 
women and new mothers 
to her monthly “Bumpin’ 
Ain’t Easy” party, happen-
ing next on Aug. 23, where 

she will pour non-alcoholic 
cocktails that actually help 
with breastfeeding.

 Island to Island Brew-
ery  and House of Juice 
owner Danii Oliver, who 
popped out her second 
child just over two weeks 
ago, said she wants to offer 
expectant and new mothers 

a place to let loose because 
she knows what it feels like 
to be cooped up at home. 

“It’s something that I 
wanted to do for a very long 
time,” she said. “Back a 
few years ago when I was 
pregnant for the fi rst time, 
I found it diffi cult to not be 

BY COLIN MIXSON
More than 1,000 preservation-
ists joined a grass-roots effort to 
name a new historic district in 
Prospect Heights by endorsing 
a petition local civic gurus cre-
ated to muster support for their 
proposed enclave, according to 
a man behind the landmarking 
initiative.

“Exceeding 1,000 supporters 
after just a few months demon-
strates the breadth and depth of 
support for this idea,” said Rob-
ert Witherwax, chairman of the 
Prospect Heights Neighborhood 
Development Council.

The successful campaign 
for signatures is an important 
milestone in the push to create 
the so-called Prospect Heights 
Apartment House Historic Dis-
trict because it will show mas-
sive public approval for the effort 
when it comes time to convince 
local community board mem-
bers, pols, and city preservation-
ists on the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission to sign off on 
the plan, another development 
council member said.

“Before we go to LPC, we basi-

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
These students are truly 
outstanding in their fi eld.

A City University of New 
York summer fi eldwork in-
ternship program is giving 
students a chance to help 
conserve Brooklyn’s natu-

ral beauty. The city-wide 
Natural Areas Conser-
vancy, along with the Ja-
maica Bay-Rockaway Parks 
Conservancy hire summer 
interns from the City Uni-
versity colleges to conduct 

Continued on page 18
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Kids shred in 
‘School of Rock’ 
at Fort Hamilton

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Rock, rock, rock ’n’ roll elemen-
tary, middle, and high school! 

An all-kid cast will stage 
a head-banging production of 
“School of Rock” at the Fort 
Hamilton Army Base Theater 
this weekend, opening on Aug. 
17. The director of the Narrows 
Community Theater show said 
that the musical’s message — 
about being yourself and fol-
lowing your passions — offers a 
great lesson for the cast of nearly 
50 stage-loving kids, who range 
in age from 8 to 17.

“It’s all about fi nding your-
self,” said Jacob W. Patorti. “The 
whole essence of this is ‘stick 
it to the man,’ and what does 
that mean? That means don’t be 
scared of anything or anyone, 
fi nd yourself and be loud and be 
proud.”

The rock musical is based on 
the 2003 fi lm starring Jack Black 

Continued on page 6
ROCK ON: Kids take center stage in “School of Rock” at the Fort Hamilton Army Base Theater, opening Aug. 17. 
 Photo by Trey Pentecost

FOR MOM AND BABY: Danii 
Oliver, founder of Island to 
Island Brewery.

ROCK’ENROLL!THE HOT 
PROSPECT

Brewery’s party for momsInternship brings 
kids close to nature
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1,000 support new 
historic district
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Member FDIC

2.25%
PLATINUM SAVINGS

On Balances Below $100,000

APY1

2.25%
11 MONTH CD

APY2

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 7/06/18 and subject to change without 
notice.  A minimum balance of $0.01 is required to open account.  The account will be 
charged a minimum balance fee of $8.00 each statement cycle if the average daily balance 
for that cycle falls below $2,500.  Fees can reduce earnings. Account balances between 
$0.01 and $99,999.99 earn 2.25% APY on the entire balance.  Account balances $100,000 and 
over earn 0.90% APY on the entire balance.  Transaction limitations apply, see an account 
representative for details.  New money is required to open a Platinum Savings. New money 

is defined as funds not currently on deposit at Northfield Bank. Platinum Savings 2.25% APY 

is only available in Mercer, Hunterdon, Middlesex, Union, and Kings county branches and 

online.

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 07/06/18 and subject to change without 
notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open 11 Month CD.   All account balances above $0.01 
will earn the stated APY.  There is a substantial penalty for early withdrawals. Fees could 
reduce earnings.  The 11 month CD requires new money only. New money is defined as 
funds not currently on deposit at Northfield Bank.  The maximum account balance for the 11 
Month CD is $225,000.  

(833) 301-NFBK 

OPEN ONLINE @ ENORTHFIELD.COM 

OR VISIT ANY BRANCH LOCATION!

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Neither rain, nor sleet, nor threat of de-
portation will stay this pizza delivery 
man from his appointed rounds. 

The undocumented immigrant who 
was  detained and nearly deported while 
delivering pizzas to Fort Hamilton Army 
Base on June 1  said he would gladly re-
turn to the base again to make a future 
delivery if duty called.

“If I have to deliver to the base, I will 
do it,” Pablo Villavicencio said. “I love 
my job. I will do it again.”

Villavicencio returned to Bay Ridge 
for the fi rst time since Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement offi cials detained 
him in June — leading to his 53-day de-
tention until  a judge ordered his release 
on July 24  — for a lunch at the Bridgeview 
Diner with Councilman Justin Brannan 
(D–Bay Ridge) on Aug. 10, along with Vil-
lavicencio’s wife, Sandra Chica, his two 
daughters, his lawyer, and a pair of local 
reporters, with whom he discussed his 
experience since he was detained. 

Villavicencio said he still does not 
understand why he was detained at the 
base that day, saying he made three de-
liveries to Fort Hamilton Army Base 
once a month in the three months lead-
ing up to his June arrest without any is-
sues, and that the Queens pizzeria where 
he worked, Nonna Delia’s, had a delivery 
contract with the Army. 

“I don’t know what happened that 
day,” he said. 

Chica said that the guards even knew 
him by name.

“They knew him — they called him 
Mr. Villavicencio,” she said.

After he was arrested by federal im-
migration offi cials, Villavicencio was 
taken to a detention facility in New Jer-
sey, where he claims he was immedi-
ately put in solitary confi nement — in a 
room known as “the box” — for the fi rst 
72 hours.

When he was fi nally released into the 
jail’s general population, Villavicencio 
said an administrator asked him to sign 
his own deportation order — something 
he said the administrator and federal im-
migration offi cials repeatedly pressed 
him to do three or four times per week for 
the nearly two months he was detained. 
But Villavicencio refused to sign on the 
dotted line, crediting advice from his 
lawyer not to sign anything.

Villavicencio’s lawyer from the Legal 
Aid Society, Jennifer Williams, said that 
it’s common practice for federal immi-
gration enforcement offi cials to pressure 

detained undocumented immigrants to 
sign forms consenting to immediate de-
portation — even if they know that the de-
tainees have pending cases and lawyers 
advising them otherwise — as a means to 
short-circuit the legal process and speed 
up deportations.

“There’s pressure by ICE to have in-
mates sign deportation orders as quickly 
as possible, prior to consultation with 
counsel. It’s all part of the deportation 
machine,” she said. “They generally don’t 
respect the fact that somebody is repre-
sented by counsel.” 

Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment did not respond to inquiries by 
press time about why Villavicencio was 
allegedly put in solitary confi nement or 
about pressuring inmates to sign off on 
their deportations.

Villavicencio’s resolve was buoyed 
by watching television coverage of his 
case with the other inmates, he said, es-
pecially seeing so many  demonstrators 
supporting him  at rallies, chanting “free 
Pablo,” and sometimes even getting ar-
rested for civil disobedience protesting 
his treatment.

“I was watching on the Spanish and 
the English TV,” he said. “All the people 
in the jail were saying, ‘wow, it’s you who 
delivered the pizza?!’ ”

Weekly visits from his wife and 
daughters also sustained Villavicencio, 
he said. But Chica said the visits were 

He’s undocumented, 
but not intimidated
Nearly deported delivery man would 
return to Fort Hamilton Army base

TOGETHER AGAIN: Pablo Villavicencio with his 
wife Sandra Chica, 4-year-old Luciana, left, and 
2-year-old Antonia, right. 
 Community News Group / Julianne McShane 

Continued on page 13
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
What a difference a week makes!

Workers on Sunday tore down 
the Bossert Hotel’s tattered aw-
ning for a spruce-up  nine days af-
ter the this newspaper reported lo-
cals’ frustrations with the eyesore  
and the slow-going restoration of 
the once-grand lodge, which will 
fail to make its latest reopening 
deadline if the property doesn’t 
welcome new guests this month.

“We’re restoring the frame, 
and putting it right back,” the ho-
tel’s property manager Stephen 
Allen said about the awning. “It 
will look exactly like the old one.”

And rumors that fi nancial dis-
putes between the Bossert’s new 
owners — developers David Bis-
tricer of Clipper Equity and Jo-
seph Chetrit of the Chetrit Group 
— further delayed the project are 
untrue, according to Bistricer, 
who said the pair is plugging 
along on the makeover they fi rst 
promised would wrap in 2013.

“Ownership is refi ning and im-
proving the business model, there 
is no delay as we are polishing the 
gem until it’s where it should be,” 
Bistricer said in an e-mail he fi red 
off while overseas.

But the co-owner still refused 
to comment on whether he and his 
partner have tapped a new opera-
tor to run the hotel after their pre-
viously chosen candidate checked 

out —  another hiccup this newspa-
per broke news of .  

“As soon as we are ready to an-
nounce I will advise,” Bistricer 
said.

Earlier this month, a longtime 
Brooklyn Heights resident alleged 
there was trouble in paradise 
among the developer duo — who in 
2012 bought the inn on Montague 
Street within the landmarked 
Brooklyn Heights Historic Dis-
trict from the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
— around the same time that Chet-
rit’s fi rm  reportedly  sold its stake 
in the in-construction  73-story 
tower rising Downtown at the site 
of the landmarked Dime Savings 
Bank near Fulton Mall .  

And news that Chetrit’s com-
pany divested its shares in the 

Downtown tower came less than a 
month after the Fire Department 
announced  it suspected an arson-
ist set fi re to a vacant Red Hook 
warehouse on Smith Street that 
the developer owns  in June.

Preservationists who pushed 
the city to landmark the 1886 
structure near the Gowanus Ca-
nal weeks before  it went up in 
fl ames  later wondered if the Chet-
rit Group may have been behind 
the blaze, because some residents 
glimpsed a person doing possibly 
illegal work on the warehouse’s 
roof earlier this summer.

“It occurred after the commu-
nity raised alarms about recent, 
potentially illegal construction 
activity on the roof, and after my 
offi ce and community leaders took 
steps to start landmarking the 
building,” Red Hook Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca said following 
the June 14 inferno. “The Chet-
rit Group has created a local nui-
sance for many years.”

Chetrit, who a rep said is vaca-
tioning out of the country for the 
rest of the month, did not respond 
to requests for comment, but Bis-
tricer assured his colleague is a 
stand-up businessman.

“Joe continues to do extremely 
well in his dealings, he has been 
a very good friend and partner for 
many years. We value each other’s 
judgment,” he said.

SOMETHING’S MISSING: Workers tore down the ripped awning outside the Bossert Hotel last weekend and plan to repair 
and reinstall it over the coming weeks. Community News Group / Julianne Cuba 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
He’s Lord of the Kings!

A Brooklynite with a love for 
blades turned his hobby into a 
full-time job teaching others 
how to make swords and hand-
crafted sharp objects at his Red 
Hook studio.

“I have always been inter-
ested in historical weaponry,” 
said Theo Nazz, who lives in 
Bushwick and said he teaches 
classes inside his Richards 
Street shop about four times 
a week. “Basically this was a 
hobby that paid for itself, and be-
came a career.”

Nazz, who studied three-
dimensional animation in col-
lege before going on to work as 
a product designer making shoe 
racks and in pharmaceutical ad-
vertising, said his crafty turn 
came about a decade ago when 
he worked at an arts-supply 
store and started using his em-
ployee discount to buy stainless 
steel and other materials in his 
fi rst attempt at amateur sword-
making, a skill he sharpened 
over time through classes and 
videos.

“Instead of starting small, I 
jumped into swords,” Nazz said. 
“I read and watched videos, and I 
took a class with a master smith, 
which helped a lot.”

And last year, after the 
28-year-old’s metal mastery 
earned him the top $10,000 
prize on the History Channel’s 
weapon-making competition se-
ries “Forged In Fire” — twice 
— he used the $20,000 he won to 
open his studio between Coffey 
and Van Dyke streets and start 
teaching full-time, he said.

But Nazz isn’t expecting his 
new career to net him the stacks 
of cash it afforded his medieval 
predecessors.

“No one becomes a black-
smith for money,” he said.

The artisan attracts stu-
dents — who must be 10 or older 
— looking to sharpen their cre-
ative ability for many reasons, 
including to make handmade 
gifts, to forge weapons for fenc-
ing or martial arts, or to simply 
learn the craft, he said.

“I have one student who was 
a semi-Olympic fencer, so she 
uses her sword for practice,” 
said Nazz, who also dabbles in 
martial arts and longswording, 
or German fencing, a competi-
tion featuring massive blades 
that require two hands to hold. 
“And then some have a sword for 

home defense, which is a very 
American thing.”

The lessons are also an infor-
mative break from participants’ 
daily lives, according to a four-
year apprentice.

“I wouldn’t say therapeutic, 
but it’s nice to learn new stuff,” 
said Alexander van Engelen, 
who travels from Manhattan to 
the sessions.

Aspiring blacksmiths can 
shell out $1,300 for the roughly 
10, fi ve-hour classes it takes to 
create a sword from scratch by 
baking raw steel in more-than 
2,000-degree heat and then ham-
mering it into their desired 
shape.

Those looking to fashion 
more-petite weapons can cough 
up $950 to make a large knife, or 
$550 for a smaller blade, each of 
which requires about fi ve classes 
to complete, according to Nazz.

And all of his roughly 60 stu-
dents must don armor — or gog-
gles and gloves — at all times 
during the lessons, but the pro-
tective gear doesn’t always 
spare them from cuts and burns, 
he said.

“Some lose a little bit of fl esh,” 
Nazz said.

The teacher doesn’t explicitly 
forbid students with cruel inten-
tions from enrolling, but said he 
vets future pupils via social me-
dia and other online resources 
before accepting them, in lieu 
of instituting a no-kill policy for 
his courses.

“I can’t tell someone not to 
kill anyone,” he said. “But if I 
jump on your website and any-
thing alarms me, I have the 
right to refuse.”

Try the sword-making classes 
at Theo Nazz’s studio (201 Rich-
ards St. between Coffey and Van 
Dyke streets in Red Hook,  www.
theorocknazz.com ).

A sharp turn!

SWORDSMAN: Brooklynite Theo 
Nazz teaches sword-making classes 
at his Red Hook studio.  
 Photo by Caroline Ourso

Minor inn-provements!
Bossert fi xes awning after latest scrutiny of makeover

ROUGH SHAPE: The awning as it ap-
peared earlier this month. 
 Community News Group / Julianne Cuba

Local forges career out of sword hobby
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BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 
back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: Astronauts 
that left with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 
what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the 
mission there were decompressive forces on the 
intervertebral discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects of gravity 
are removed and you are in a weightless state. All 
the pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better — and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 
herniated material back into the disc and allows it 

to heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation 
sufferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-
ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-
erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 
or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718 234-6212 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

S f ti t

DRX9000TM WITHOUT BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN
Local doctor treats herniated  and bulging discs, sciatica, and serious lower back pain

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It became a landmark — and, for 
one day, a dance fl oor.

Coney Islanders gathered at 
the iconic Riegelmann Board-
walk on Aug. 9 with local pols to 
celebrate Council’s offi cial land-
marking of the 95-year-old wooden 
walkway with a free silent-disco 
party. Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island) said the Board-
walk’s new landmark status will 
help ensure that it exists forever. 

“This is such an important pub-
lic treasure that will last for gen-
erations to come,” Treyger said. 

The Council voted to affi rm 
 the city Landmarks Preservation 
Commission’s designation of the 
Boardwalk as a scenic landmark  
on July 18 after a years-long effort 
led by Treyger and local activists, 
fi nally making the landmark sta-
tus offi cial. 

Councilman Chaim Deutsch 
(D–Sheepshead Bay) — whose dis-
trict includes part of the 2.5-mile 
wooden walkway — and Council 
Speaker Corey Johnson (D–Man-

hattan) were also on hand to cel-
ebrate the event.  

“It was a victorious day in Co-
ney Island as we celebrated the 
landmarking of our Riegelmann 
Boardwalk with @NYCSpeaker-

CoJo!” Deutsch  tweeted . “Kudos 
to @MarkTreyger718 for being a 
leading partner to make this hap-
pen, & to community members 
& @NYCCouncil colleagues who 
joined our advocacy.” 

After delivering remarks,  Trey-
ger and Johnson donned head-
phones to bust a move  with locals 
at the silent-disco party. 

One Coney Islander said she 
loved breaking a sweat while rock-

ing out to the disco, rhythm-and-
blues, and rap tunes. 

“It was a mixture of music. And 
I got good exercise, it was amaz-
ing,” said Rose Jackson. “I loved it 
— I can’t wait for the next one.”

Locals and pols celebrate Council’s 
landmarking of Coney Island Boardwalk

COUNCIL-FUNKADELIC: (Above) Councilman Mark Treyger and Council Speaker 
Corey Johnson raised a glass, (left) then put forward their parliamentary mo-
tions at a silent disco to celebrate the offi cial landmarking of the Riegelmann 
Boardwalk.  Photos by Trey Pentecost
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“What Should I Do To Get A Loan?”

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
Before Hollywood, there 
was Coney Island.

A new lecture will 
showcase the history of 
the People’s Playground 
as the center of American 
movie movie-making and 
movie-watching more than 
100 years ago. The seaside 
amusement district was 
not only a popular back-
drop for fi lms, it was one of 
the fi rst places in Brooklyn 
to show movies on a grand 
scale, said the historian be-
hind “Coney Island Goes to 
the Movies,” at the Coney 
Island Museum on Aug. 25.

“Coney Island was a 
popular subject because it 
was a novelty unto itself, 
with its rides, its ornate ar-
chitecture, and its amuse-
ments,” said Windsor Ter-
race artist and theater 
historian Cezar Del Valle.

Before Hollywood, the 
movie industry began in 
New York and New Jersey, 
and Coney Island’s appeal 
wasn’t lost on the pioneers 
of the moving image. From 
the very beginning, Coney 
Island broke ground in fi lm-
making technology, said 
Del Valle. For instance, in 

1899, the heavyweight fi ght 
between James J. Jeffries 
and Tom Sharkey was the 
fi rst fi lm to be shot indoors 
at night.

The fi lming lasted al-
most two hours, at a time 
when most movies lasted 
only a minute. The fi lm-
makers had to improvise 
with their rudimentary 
equipment in order to cap-
ture the pugilistic picture, 
according to Del Valle.

“They had 400 arc lamps 
to try to light up the arena 
and both fi ghters had 
their hair singed from the 
lights,” he said. “They had 
to go out to the local bars on 
Surf Avenue to fi nd ice to 
cool down the equipment.”

The fi rst movie theaters 
developed from vaudeville 
shows at the beginning of 
the 20th century, and the 
business quickly spread to 
all corners of the island.

“Just about every hotel 
and ballroom in Coney Is-
land was showing movies,” 
Del Valle said. “In 1905, half 
the saloons in Coney Island 
were showing movies.”

By the middle of the 
20th century, Coney Island 
had become less prominent 

in the movies, although Del 
Valle’s talk will cover some 
of its more notable appear-
ances, including scenes 
from Woody Allen’s “Annie 
Hall,” in “The Wiz,” and 
from a notorious porn fi lm 
with a scene shot aboard 
the Wonder Wheel.

Coney’s most prominent 
theaters have also disap-
peared over the years. Del 
Valle’s lecture coincides 
with the planned demoli-
tion of the interior of the 
landmarked Shore theater 
on Surf and Stillwell Av-
enues, which is  slated to 
become a hotel . The the-
ater could have been saved 
and restored to its former 
beauty, said Del Valle.

“The Shore could have 
been saved and it certainly 
should have been saved but 
it’s not going to be,” he said. 
“I don’t know what will be 
left of its interior, but it’s a 
real pity,” he said.

“Coney Island Goes to 
the Movies” at Coney Island 
Museum [1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, second fl oor, (718) 
372–5159, www.coneyis-
land.com]. Aug. 25 at 5 pm. 
$5 ($3 seniors and kids).

SEASIDE SCENE: Actress Clara Bow clings to a Coney Island merry-go-round in the 1927 fi lm “It,” one 
of many movies made in the People’s Playground.

Talking talkies
Historian uncovers Coney’s rich movie history
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able to go out and go out 
healthy at the same time.” 

Traditional bars and 
clubs often bar pregnant 
women or anyone with 
kids, making moms feel os-
tracized, said Oliver. She 
wanted to provide a safe 
space where they could en-
joy a night out while still 
staying healthy.

“I wanted to create 

space to allow women to get 
out, get dressed, feel good 
about themselves and con-
nect with other people,” 
she said. 

The Aug. 23 party, the 
fourth Oliver has hosted at 
her Rogers Avenue taproom, 
is likely to be even more 
bumpin’, because August is 
Breastfeeding Awareness 
Month, and local doulas and 
midwives have publicized 
the event, she said. 

“We’ve gotten a lot of 
feedback, it’s the most so-

cial media-shared event 
that we’ve ever hosted,” 
said Oliver. “I suspect it 
will be even more success-
ful than the last.”

The “Bumpin’ Ain’t 
Easy” drinks menu in-
cludes concoctions that 
help mom and baby stay 
healthy, including a ba-
nana-based smoothie with 
yeast and vitamins that are 
known to boost lactation. 
Other mocktails are made 
with pregnancy superfoods 
like fenugreek, brewer’s 

yeast, and spirulina, which 
all help with lactation and 
milk letdown, said Oliver. 

And if a new mama 
wants a splash of rum in 
her drink, Oliver has plenty 
behind the bar. 

Bumpin Ain’t Easy at 
Island to Island Taproom 
[642 Rogers Ave. between 
Parkside and Clarkson av-
enues in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, (646) 769–0490, 
www.islandtoislandbrew-
ery.com]. Aug. 23 at 3 pm. 
Free. 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its 
advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes 
of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

as Dewey Finn, a substi-
tute teacher and wannabe 
rocker who turns a class 
of private school students 
into a rock band. Patorti 
knew he had found his 
lead when he saw how 
13-year-old Reese Bannin 
comes to life when she 
strums the chords of her 
electric guitar.

“I wasn’t imagining a 
woman playing the role, 
but Reese was spectacu-
lar — she clearly loves 
and fi nds the most com-
fort in her teenage life 
when she’s holding her 
electric guitar,” he said. 

“She’s exactly what 
Dewey Finn needs to be, 
which is somebody that 
is passionate about mu-
sic and rebellious.” 

Bannin, a rising 
eighth grader, said she 
transforms herself into 
the show’s 30-year-old 
male teacher by deepen-
ing her voice and adjust-
ing her on-stage man-
nerisms — though she 
sometimes slips into 
more feminine habits, 
she said.

“Sometimes I go to sit 
down, and they’re like, 

‘Don’t cross your legs,’ ” 
said Bannin, who lives in 
Bensonhurst. 

She relishes the chal-
lenge of playing Finn be-
cause he represents the 
rebellion at the heart of 
the show, a message that 
drew her to audition.

“ ‘School of Rock’ al-
ways stood out to me be-
cause it was more rebel-
lious,” she said. 

Bannin is both an ac-
tor and a musician: she 
plays electric guitar in 
the show, and also plays 
the bass, piano, and 
drums off stage. Most of 
the cast also plays mu-
sic. They play their own 
instruments during the 
show, said Partorti, and 
their youthful energy 
kept them rocking in 
rehearsals all summer 
long.  

“They all want to be 
there — there’s that level 
of excitement,” he said. 

“School of Rock” at 
Fort Hamilton Army Base 
Theater (403 General Lee 
Ave., enter at 101st Street 
and Fort Hamilton Park-
way in Bay Ridge, www.
nctheaterny.com). Aug. 
17–19 and 24–26, Fri–Sat 
at 8 pm; Sun at 2 pm. $25 
($20 seniors, $15 students). 
Bring ID to enter base. 

ROCK

BY BILL ROUNDY
It’s color outside the lines.

A new production of 
“Othello,” opening tonight 
at the Brick Theater in 
Williamsburg, gives a new 
spin to the Shakespearean 
tragedy by using race- and 
gender-swapped casting. 
A white actress plays the 
titular Moor of Venice, a 
black woman portrays the 
villainous Iago, and a black 
man the delicate Desde-
mona. The show’s director 
said it is an idea that has 
been tickling his brain for 
almost two decades.

“20-year-old university 
student me came up with 
it,” said Temar Underwood. 
“I just thought ‘Wouldn’t it 
be cool if…’ Fast-forward 
18 years later, and the op-
portunity came up at the 
Brick.”

The show, playing as 
part of the annual Shake-
speare in the Theater fes-
tival, uses an eight-person 
cast to tell Shakespeare’s 
tragedy about a black Vene-
tian general destroyed by 
jealousy. Underwood says 
that the agenda behind his 
inverted casting is to cre-
ate new opportunities for 

the performers.
“It’s not because I had 

something grand to say, 
but I wanted to open op-
tions to women, especially 
women of color, to play 
these parts,” he said. 

During the rehearsal 
process, the actresses 
have had to unlearn their 
restrictions, said Under-
wood, becoming more as-
sertive as they create a 

world where black women 
are in charge.

“The concept in prac-
tice is kind of Shake-
speare in Wakanda, in a 
way,” said Underwood. 
“The idea is that [black 
women] have the privilege 
in this world. We don’t 
have to play the respect-
ability politics, respect-
ability that is defined by 
white culture. It’s hard to 

get over, but it’s reward-
ing.”

Underwood has not 
changed any of the pro-
nouns or language of 
the play to accommo-
date the change in cast-
ing. Othello still refers 
to Desdemona as having 
“whiter skin of hers than 
snow,” for instance. The 
casting makes the racial-
ized language of the play 
stand out all the more, 
said the director. 

Underwood is eager to 
fi nd out how audiences re-
act to the production. 

“We wanted to start the 
conversation,” he said. “We 
present ‘Othello,’ we tell 
the story with this differ-
ent cast — and we’ll be at 
the bar across the street af-
ter the show. We want the 
audience to come over and 
have a drink and talk about 
what it says to have these 
changes.”

“Othello” at the Brick 
(575 Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Union and Lorimer 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 907–6189, www.brick-
theater.com). Aug. 14 at 7 
pm; Aug. 18 at 6 pm; Aug. 26 
at noon. $20.

POUR POISON IN HIS EAR: In the new production of “Othello,” 
now playing at the Brick Theater in Williamsburg, Dianna Lauren 
Jones, right, plays the villain Iago, while Kelsey Arden plays the 
title character.  Photo by Jason Speakman

SCHOOL DAYS: Substitute teacher and wannabe rocker Dewey 
Finn transforms the all-kid cast of “School of Rock” from timid 
scholars into full-blown rockers. Photo by Trey Pentecost

‘Shakespeare in Wakanda’
Race-swapped ‘Othello’ puts black women in charge

MOMS

Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 1 
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4100 GLENWOOD ROAD 718-859-6500
WWW.GLENWOODMASON.COM

Store Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 6 AM - 5 PM 

Saturday: 6 AM - 4 PM

Authorized Dealer

“Customer service and 
satisfaction is Glenwood’s 

Motto! We are always hard at 
work for your everyday needs, 

any size job, big or small we are 
here to assist our community!”
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Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

   718-645-6677  

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi 
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death
FREE CASE CONSULTATION

on all accident cases
Also handling 
Contested/Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

www.attorneynow.com
www.lawday.com

JUST ARRIVED THOUSANDS OF NEW FASHIONS

60-90%
off

 WAREHOUSE 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklynites already la-
menting the fast-approach-
ing end of summer have 
even less reason to look for-
ward to fall because offi cials 
are hiking fees for metered 
parking across the city, be-
ginning in Kings County on 
Sept. 4. 

News of the fare in-
creases could be described 
by one word, according to a 
local driver.

“It sucks,” said Mar-
ciello Pantano from behind 
the wheel of his car parked 
on Smith Street in Carroll 
Gardens.

Motorists who park 
their rides at metered spots 
in Downtown, Brooklyn 
Heights, Park Slope, Car-
roll Gardens, Cobble Hill, 
and Boerum Hill will face 
the stiffest hike, with rates 
doubling from $1 to $2 per 
hour. 

More-modest increases 
will hit select streets in 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Fort Greene, Bay Ridge, Fort 
Hamilton, Borough Park, 
Ditmas Park, Bath Beach, 
Midwood, Sheepshead Bay, 
and Brighton Beach, where 
hourly rates will go from $1 
to $1.50. 

And parking at all other 
 metered spots in the bor-
ough  will cost $1.25 per 
hour, up from $1.  

The fee spikes are the 
fi rst to take effect in fi ve 
years, and are an effort to 
free up parking spaces in 
some of Brooklyn’s most-
congested neighborhoods, 
according to Department 
of Transportation spokes-
woman Lolita Avila, who 
said the increases bring lo-
cal rates in line with those 
in other cities across the 
country, including Boston, 
where parking costs $1.25 
per hour, and Chicago, 

where hourly prices range 
from $2 to $6.50.  

But many Brooklyn mo-
torists were perfectly con-
tent with New York City 
lagging behind other me-
tropolises when it came to 
meter rates, according to 
another driver, who said 
the hike’s announcement 

blind-sided him.
“I don’t love it,” said 

Pete D’Angelo, whose ride 
was parked on Smith Street 
near DeGraw Street. “I don’t 
agree with the price being 
raised.”

And the meter hikes 
aren’t the city’s only at-
tempt to open up parking 

spaces on borough streets.
Earlier this year, of-

fi cials set aside  100 spots 
across North Brooklyn for 
rental companies’ vehi-
cles  in an effort they claim 
will ultimately reduce the 
amount of cars stored on 
local roads. 

— with Ben Verde 

Pavement at 
a premium

TAKE A HIKE: Motorists will pay double the fare to park at some metered spaces in Brooklyn when 
the new rates take effect on Sept. 4. Community News Group / Ben Verde

Metered-parking prices set to soar 
across the borough next month
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Hot and Cold Buffet• Italian Antipasto • 3ft - 6ft Heroes

     (718) 931-3450
We accept all major credit cards

Home Cooked Favorites

Sandwiches

Homemade Sauces

Breakfast

@ G_and_R_Deli_

Since 1978Catering

Homemade Pasta’s - Ravioli
Sausage - Sauce & Mozzarella

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They want this pol to slow down 
and listen up. 

Ten members of a progressive 
Bay Ridge political group targeted 
state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) at the 
neighborhood’s Aug. 
3 Summer Stroll by 
passing out hun-
dreds of stop sign-
shaped fans and 
reusable tote bags 
meant to lambast 
the local pol for his 
record on school-zone 
speed cameras and en-
vironmental policy. They 
wanted to pass out the parapher-
nalia at a visible neighborhood 
event so that Golden  — who they 

say won’t sit down with members 
of their group, Fight Back Bay 
Ridge — would be forced to listen 
to constituents’ concerns, accord-
ing to one member.

“It’s really to get his atten-
tion, because he’s not giv-

ing us any attention,” said 
Michael Gargiulo of the 
Ridge pol, who has a his-
tory of getting caught 
speeding though school 
zones. “We’re not able to 
get meetings with Marty, 

we’re not able to talk to our 
state Senator, so we fi gured 

at least they’ll get the mes-
sage that we’re sick and tired of 

Marty speeding and living above 
the law.”

 Gargiulo designed the stop sign 

fans, which read “Stop speeding in 
school zones Marty Golden” and 
“Your NY State Senator has  racked 
up 13 school zone speeding viola-
tions since 2015  while  refusing to 
vote to renew speed cameras .  Vote 
him out on Tuesday November 6.” 

Members of the group also 

handed out reusable yellow tote 
bags emblazoned with the slogans 
“Replace the Waste” and “#NotSo-
Golden” to call attention to Gold-
en’s opposition to banning plastic 
shopping bags, and to offer an al-
ternative to the  environmentally 
unfriendly yellow balloons  the pol 

hands out at the strolls, according 
to Fight Back Bay Ridge organizer 
Sally McMahon.

“He gives out his balloons, 
so we decided we’ll give out our 
bags,” McMahon said. 

The bags also contained litera-

Not fans of 
Marty Golden

UP FOR GRABS: State Sen. Marty Golden’s chief of staff, John Quaglione, confronted Fight Back Bay Ridge member Jesse 
Feldman as she passed out stop sign fans at the Aug. 3 Summer Stroll. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Residents tangle with pol’s 
staff at Ridge Summer Stroll

Continued on page 16
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Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

Fish n Chips
SPECIAL

$1299
INCLUDES CORN OR FRIES

with this coupon only

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Black vegans and vegetar-
ians from around the bor-
ough brought their appe-
tites to Bedford-Stuyvesant 
on Aug. 11 for a new plant-
based food festival that 
some herbivores couldn’t 
wait to sink their teeth 
into.

“It was a dream come 
true,” said Mahasin McIn-
tosh, who lives in Fort 
Greene. “I’ve been a veg-
etarian for 30 years, and 
have spent years petition-
ing more souls to become 
vegetarians, so it made me 
happy to see something 
like this.”

Organizers of the inau-
gural “Black Vegfest” took 
over Herkimer Street be-
tween Ralph and Howard 
avenues, where more than 
a dozen vendors promot-
ing no-meat lifestyles ped-
dled their goods and good-
for-you habits at the bash, 
which was co-presented by 
Borough President Adams 
—  a staunch proponent of 
veganism since he adopted 
the diet after revealing his 
type-2 diabetes diagnosis 
in 2016 .

McIntosh hit the food 
fair with a friend after 

learning about it at a get-to-
gether for local vegans and 
vegetarians hosted by the 
beep, and said she nibbled 
the day away tasting raw 
food and meatless cuisine 
that included hemp burg-
ers and sides of seaweed 
and spinach.

And the pals weren’t 
the only ones who chowed 
down — the seven-hour 
event attracted a bus-
tling crowd that one en-
trepreneur said kept her 
and her tiny trainee busy 

till closing time.
“People really came out, 

and we had a lot of fun once 
we got the hang of it,” said 
baker Akua Joy, who sold 
her Super Mini Vegan Muf-
fi ns pastries with help from 
her 3-year-old girl. 

“They were excited to 
try out muffi ns, and my 
daughter operated our cash 
register — everyone loved 
her.”

Joy, her tot, and her 
husband Guru Singh also 
spent the day chatting with 
attendees about their fami-
ly’s decision to take up veg-
anism a year ago, a change 
she believes more black 
Brooklynites will be will-
ing to make as the Vegfest 
and other health-advocacy 
events in their community 
take root in the borough.

“I feel like there should 
be more of this, and I’m 
glad they brought it here 
because we defi nitely 
needed this bad,” she said. 
“Not enough in the com-
munity want to leave dan-
gerous foods behind, so a 
lot of us are continuing a 
culture of habit. But if we 
start sharing the informa-
tion with events like this, 
people will absorb it.”

‘Dream come true’
Attendees praise boro’s fi rst food fest 

for black vegans and vegetarians

SWEET TREATS: Akua Joy sold 
her Super Vegan Mini Muffi ns at 
the inaugural Black Vegfest in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant on Aug. 11.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Call them blue-green 
things!

Do-gooders will turn 
hundreds of Kings County 
trees teal on Aug. 20 to kick 
off a series of events in 
honor of ovarian-cancer-
awareness month in Sep-
tember.

“Everything in Brook-
lyn is turning teal!” said 
Pamela Esposito-Avery, 
co-founder of Windsor Ter-
race’s Teal Ovarian Cancer 
Community Center.

The organization will 
dispatch volunteers to 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
as well as to Flatbush Ave-
nue in Prospect Heights, to 

decorate trunks with teal 
ribbons to spread word of 
the deadly illness as part 
of a campaign supported 
by neighborhood business 
owners, many of whom 
will distribute literature 
and host fund-raisers to 
amplify the group’s ef-
forts, according to Espos-
ito-Avery.

The bow-tieing bash be-
gins a slew of similar activ-
ities across Brooklyn over 
the coming weeks, which 
include a special Sept. 1 
Brooklyn Cyclones game 
against the evil Staten Is-
land Yankees in Coney 
Island, where the iconic 
Parachute Jump will blaze 

teal that evening. 
Borough Hall will also 

be lit teal that day — and 
keep its new hue for the 
week leading up to the 
Sept. 8 5k walk-run in 
Prospect Park hosted by 
the do-good group, which 
will unfold for its 10th 
year and is expected to 
draw up to 5,000 partici-
pants, whose donations 
will help meet the com-
munity center’s $250,000 
fund-raising goal, Espos-
ito-Avery said.

Locals who want to vol-
unteer for any teal festivi-
ties can call the center at 
(917) 310–4835 or e-mail 
info@tealwalk.org.

Locals kick off ovarian-cancer-awareness 
activities by tagging Brooklyn trees teal
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Nominate
Your Favorite Place

BROOKLYN Family’s

Family Favorite Awards

 NEW YORK
Parenting

GO TO  nyparenting.com/familyfavorite

Nominate a business & be entered into 
a drawing for a FREE weekend to

 (Family Friendly)
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18-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

2.50%
$5,000 minimum deposit.
Checking account required.2

APY1

Get a $200 Amazon® gift 
card when you open a new 
Flushing Bank Complete 
Checking account with 
$10,000 and  an 18-Month 
CD with $50,000.3

Celebrate Summer with a Great Rate.

1 New money only. APY effective June 18, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds 
cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. 
Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the 
advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 3 Amazon®, 
Amazon.com® and its affiliates are not participants in or sponsors of this promotion. Limit of one (1) gift per customer with a new Complete Checking account and a new 18-Month CD with opening deposits 
of $10,000 and $50,000 respectively. Existing checking customers are not eligible. The gift will be given to the new customer 30 days after account opening. The new Complete Checking account must 
remain open, active, and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. A 1099 statement for gift values 
(including applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) may be issued if cumulative promotional credit is equal to or exceeds $600 in a calendar year. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make gift 
substitutions of comparable value. and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to gift items. Valid at all Flushing Bank locations to new Complete Checking and 
CD customers with new money only. Offer is subject to change and termination anytime without notice. While supplies last. 4 New checking account customers only. Existing checking account customers 
are not eligible. An existing checking account customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. Speak with a Flushing 
Bank representative for details.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

m deposit balance of $5 000 is required Fundsum deposit balance of $5 000 is r

$5,000 minimum dep
Checking account req

,

Plus, you can get up to $200 for a new consumer checking account!4 
This is a limited time offer. For more information about this or our other great offers and rates, speak with a Flushing Bank 

representative or call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD).

emotional for the kids, 
who did not understand 
why their father couldn’t 
come home. 

“They were crying, 
asking me why they had 
to leave him there,” she 
said. 

Chica said she told 
the girls that Villavi-
cencio was working, but 
she added that her older 
daughter, 4-year-old Luci-
ana, was skeptical, ques-
tioning why the jail didn’t 
look like the pizzeria 
where she knew her father 
worked. 

“She used to ask me 
why she didn’t see tables, 
why she was seeing offi -
cers, why he was wearing 
a uniform,” Chica said. 
“She didn’t believe [that 
he was ‘working’].”  

Relief came on July 24, 
when U.S. District Judge 
Paul Crotty stayed Villav-
icencio’s deportation and 
ordered that he be immedi-
ately released from deten-
tion. Villavicencio said he 
was taking a shower that 
evening when the other 

inmates and the security 
guard informed him that 
he was free to go.

“The other guy said, 
‘hey, Pablo, fi nish the 
shower now because 
you’re leaving,’ ” he said. 
“The security guy in the 
jail said, ‘pack every-
thing, right now — you’re 
free.’ ”

Chica said that she was 
most relieved that her 
daughters would be re-
united with their father, 
because she could tell that 
his absence was taking a 
toll on them. 

“They were suffering a 
lot,” she said. “They were 
really upset about it.”

Since Villavicencio 
returned to the family’s 
home in Hempstead, Long 
Island, three weeks ago, 
he has tried to make up for 
lost time with his daugh-
ters, taking them swim-
ming, playing basketball, 
and taking them to dance 
classes, he said. But Chica 
added that her husband 
typically stays home now, 
because he worries about 
being detained again, 
and he misses working, 
which she said he cannot 
do while his legal proceed-

ings are underway.
“Sometimes he’s scared 

to go out. Sometimes he 
prefers to spend time at 
home, because when he 
sees the police, he gets 
scared,” she said. “He’s 
concerned that right now 
he cannot work because of 
this process, so he is try-
ing to enjoy the girls, but 
it’s diffi cult.”

Williams said that 
Chica has been a steady-
ing force for the family 
since the day that Villavi-
cencio was detained. 

“Sandra is one of the 
most resilient, strongest 
women I’ve ever met,” Wil-
liams said. “She’s braved 
this storm like nobody’s 
business.”

But Chica — a U.S. citi-
zen — said she was acting 
in the interest of both her 
family and her country, 
adding that her husband 
was only doing his job 
to provide for his family 
when he was detained. 

“I was acting as a mom, 
then as a wife, then as a 
citizen,” she said. “He was 
just working, doing his 
job.” 

Brannan was the fi rst 
elected offi cial to call at-

tention to Villavicencio’s 
detention after  Span-
ish newspaper El Diario 
fi rst reported  it on June 
4. The pol said the inci-
dent shocked him and his 
staffers, and pointed out 
that many other similar 
scenarios likely go unre-
ported.

“We couldn’t believe 
our eyes when we read 
the article and it was al-
ready a couple of days 
old,” Brannan said. “It 
just goes to show you, how 
many times does this kind 
of stuff happen and we 
don’t even know?”

Villavicencio agreed, 
saying that it’s important 
that  protesters and ac-
tivists continue fi ghting 
the Trump administra-
tion’s crackdown on oth-
erwise law-abiding un-
documented immigrants , 
according to Chica, who 
translated some of his 
thoughts.

“He wants to remem-
ber that we have to still 
fi ght for other people in 
the same situation,” she 
said. “This administra-
tion is doing terrible thing 
to families, so we cannot 
stop fi ghting for them.”

PABLO
Continued from page 2

JC Penney saved
Brooklyn’s very own Brooklynettes helped kick off the open-
ing day celebration of the new JC Penney store at Kings Pla-
za Shopping Center on Aug. 10, which attracted thousands 
of eager shoppers. The store opened to long lines at 9:30 
am with much fanfare, featuring a ribbon cutting ceremony 
and celebrity guests. The fi rst 100 shoppers received give-
aways, gift cards and coupons for the new store.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED

* Effective, 6/4/2018. 30 Month CD the interest rate is 2.956% and the Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 3.00%. 15 Month CD the interest rate is 2.274% and the APY is 2.30%. 
The minimum opening balance is $1,000.00. Penalties may apply for early withdrawal. Rates are subject to change at Bank’s discretion. 

With CD rates so hot, you have to wear shades!With CD rates so hot, you have to wear shades!

E Q U A L  O P P O R T U N I T Y  L E N D E R  |  M E M B E R  F D I C CountryBankNY.com

Open Your  
Account Today!

Here  
you are

Making  
Money

MANHATTAN |  RIVERDALE |  WOODLAWN |  SCARSDALE 

3.00%
APY*

30 Month CD

2.30%
APY*

15 Month CD

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
Kingsborough Community 
College unveiled a statue 
honoring the victims of the 
Holocaust on Aug. 13.

Survivors of the Nazi 
horrors of World War II 
joined borough political 
leaders at the college to un-
veil the statue — entitled 
“Infi nity” — outside the Li-
brary Plaza, which one lo-
cal pol called an ideal set-
ting because it will be seen 
daily by passers-by.

“When I fi rst saw this 
sculpture, it became clear 
to me that it deserved a 
very special space where it 
would be seen and appreci-
ated by many different peo-
ple every day,” said Assem-
blyman Steven Cymbrowitz 
(D–Brighton Beach) at the 
ceremony. The state pol was 
joined at the event by Bor-
ough President Adams and 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island).

The statue, which was 

donated to the college by a 
family that fl ed Nazi geno-
cide in the Ukraine during 
World War II, resembles an 
infi nity symbol wrapped in 
fl ames, representing endur-
ance in spite of adversity, 
according one family mem-
ber.

“The statue symbolizes 
infi nity and endurance, 
and there’s fi re around it be-
cause you cannot burn in-
fi nity,” said Samuel Bykov, 
who was just a toddler when 
the Nazis kidnapped his 
family in southern Ukraine 
and sent them to a death 
camp.

“When I was a year and 
a half, we were captured by 
German-Romanian Nazis 
and transported to a con-
centration camp, where 
54,600 people were massa-
cred in two months,” Bykov 
said.

The Manhattan Beach 
community college is an 
ideal host for the memorial, 

due to its Holocaust Memo-
rial and Research Center, 
as well as the diversity of its 
students, said the interim 
college president, many of 
who are immigrants who 
have likewise fl ed persecu-
tion.

“We have such a rich 
diversity of students at 
Kingsborough who have 
felt oppression as well,” said 
Peter Cohen. “The Bykov 
family wanted to reach the 
most people and provide 
for a learning moment, so 
the sculpture is symbolic 
of that, as well as the work 
that we’re doing at our col-
lege.”

The surrounding neigh-
borhoods are also home to 
one of the nation’s largest 
communities of Holocaust 
survivors, including a size-
able population of Russian-
speaking survivors in the 
Brighton Beach and Sheep-
shead Bay area. This is 
why it remains an impor-

tant mission to keep alive 
the memory of the horrifi c 
atrocity visited upon so 
many Brooklynites’ ances-
tors, Cymbrowitz said. 

“We all feel a sense of ob-
ligation to make sure the 
world never forgets what 
happened to our six mil-
lion brethren who perished 
at the hands of the Nazis — 
perished because the world 
chose to remain silent,” he 
said.

The event allowed resi-
dents to share their stories 
and connect through their 
common experiences, ac-
cording to one local com-
munity organizer.

“The event was unbe-
lievable,” said Fira Stukel-
man of the American As-
sociation of Invalids and 
Veterans of World War II 
from the former U.S.S.R. “It 
was a great chance to meet 
people and talk to them, and 
the speeches really touched 
my heart.”

Kingsborough statue honors 
survivors of the Holocaust

FATHER AND SON: Holocaust survivor Mitya Bykov and his son Dr. Stan-
ley Bykov with the statue “Infi nity,” which is dedicated to the memory 
of Holocaust victims. The Bykov family donated the statue to Kingsbor-
ough Community College on Aug. 13. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

ture detailing the pols’ past 
gaffes and speeding tick-
ets, and progressive mea-
sures that he has refused 
to support. But McMahon 
said Golden seemed unper-
turbed. 

“I turned around, Marty 
was standing right there, 
and he said, ‘we’ll see what 
happens in November,’ ” 
she said. 

Members of Fight Back 
Bay Ridge handed out 200 
bags and 350 fans at the 
event, according to McMa-
hon — one of which went to 
Golden’s chief of staff, John 
Quaglione, who a photog-
rapher captured grabbing 
one of the fans from a vol-
unteer who was passing 
them out in front of Gold-
en’s re-election tent. The 
volunteer, Jess Feldman, 
said that when Quaglione 
approached her, she felt 
like he was trying to scare 
her off.  

“I walked over and John 
saw us and said ‘give me 
one of those,’ ” said Jess 
Feldman. “I ignored him 
to take the picture, and 

when we took the picture, 
he came and got in my face 
and reached to grab [the 
fan]. He was defi nitely try-
ing to intimidate me and 
get in my face and make me 
feel uncomfortable about 
having them out.” 

Quaglione did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment by press time.

The staffer later caused 
a social media uproar by 
 writing on Twitter  and in a 
now-deleted Facebook post 
that members of Fight Back 
Bay Ridge were “creating 
hostility” at the Summer 
Stroll by turning the com-
munity event into a “politi-
cal battlefi eld.” But Feld-
man said that the point of 
the action was not to cause 
drama, but to raise aware-
ness about Golden’s policy 
and speeding records, and 
the harmful effects his be-
loved yellow balloons have 
on the environment. 

“We wanted everyone 
to understand that Marty 
is not representing the 
best interests of the com-
munity,” Feldman said. “It 
was more of a counter to 
the balloons than the pro-
test.” 

The group returned to 

the fi nal Summer Stroll 
of the season on Aug. 10 to 
continue its fi ght, handing 
out fans and yellow bags 
next to Golden’s booth.  

But in response to Qua-
glione’s Facebook post, Mc-
Mahon and her daughter, 
Mallory, the group’s other 
main organizer, retained a 
lawyer who hand-delivered 

a cease and desist letter to 
Golden’s offi ce on Aug. 7 
demanding that the pol’s 
staffers allow locals their 
right to freedom of speech 
and that Golden and his 
staff undergo First Amend-
ment and social media 
training. 

Michael Tobman, a rep 
for Golden’s re-election 

campaign, would not com-
ment on that matter, but he 
sent a July 31 letter to the 
state Board of Elections al-
leging that Fight Back Bay 
Ridge violated election law 
by failing to register as an 
independent expenditure 
committee despite raising 
more than $1,300 via a  Go-
FundMe page  to pay for the 
fans members handed out 
at the stroll and other mea-
sures to “unseat” Golden, 
which Tobman alleged 
qualifi es as fund-raising 
for “overt, specifi c cam-
paign activities.”

“Even if initially at-
tached to issue advocacy 
around community con-
cerns, this organization’s ap-
peal for fi nancial support for 
electioneering marks an in-
arguable and obvious tran-
sition to campaign activities 
that clearly fall within the 
jurisdiction of your offi ce,” 
Tobman wrote.

Tobman also urged 
the board to investigate 
whether the group had co-
ordinated with Andrew 
Gounardes or Ross Bar-
kan, the Democratic can-
didates vying to unseat 
Golden. And he sent a let-
ter to GoFundMe urging 

the platform to suspend 
the group’s fund-raising ac-
count, alleging that it vio-
lated the site’s policy.

Reps for  Fight Back Bay 
Ridge responded to the al-
legations with a statement  
alleging that when they 
contacted the state Board 
of Elections, offi cials told 
them that they would have 
to register since they raised 
more than $1,000, but that it 
was a “minor issue and eas-
ily remedied, as long as we 
fi led as soon as possible, as 
compliance is the ultimate 
goal of a complaint, not en-
forcement.” 

Reps for the local group 
also apologized to locals, 
members, and Golden’s 
campaign for not fi ling 
sooner, but added that they 
did not plan to back down 
from campaigning against 
the pol.

“Make no mistake — we 
will not allow Sen. Golden 
to cool, threaten, or retali-
ate for our free speech, and 
we will continue to, as our 
name states, Fight Back,” 
they wrote. 

Neither the state Board 
of Elections nor GoFundMe 
replied to an inquiry by 
press time.

MARTY

SLOW DOWN: Fight Back Bay Ridge was back at it at the Aug. 10 
Summer Stroll, and Alan and Lisa Deng picked up free “Stop Marty 
Golden” fans.  Photo by Trey Pentecost

Continued from page 10
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net

SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY (631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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cally want to come in with 
overwhelming public and 
political support,” said Gib 
Veconi.

If established, the 
historic district would 
grant landmark status to 
82 apartment buildings 
erected between 1909 and 
1929 in an area roughly 
bounded by Eastern Park-
way to the south, Sterling 
and St. John’s places to the 
north, Washington Avenue 
to the east, and Plaza Street 
East to the west.

The locals argue the 
structures represent an 
important phase in the de-
velopment of Kings County, 
when residential living 
shifted from single-family 
row houses to multi-family 
complexes such as those 
within the proposed dis-
trict, which rise between 

four and 15 stories per the 
area’s current zoning.

But many of the 82 
buildings fall far below the 
15-story height cap, mak-
ing them ripe for redevel-
opment, according to the 
development council mem-
bers, who hope their push 
will spare the structures 
from the wrecking ball for 
good.

The petition drive 
comes months after private 
preservationists with the 
Historic Districts Council 
 named the initiative to cre-
ate the Prospect Heights 
Apartment House Historic 
District as one of its “Six 
to Celebrate”  this year, 
an honor that comes with 
the infl uential group’s as-
sistance in navigating the 
city’s landmarking pro-
cess. 

And this isn’t the devel-
opment council’s fi rst ro-
deo.

In 2009, its members 

successfully persuaded 
the landmarks commis-
sion to designate the Pros-
pect Heights Historic Dis-
trict, fearing a wave of new 
construction spurred by 
the  controversial Atlantic 
Yards project  would spell 
the end for many of the 
neighborhood’s stately row 
houses.  

Back then, a similar 
petition in support of that 
proposed enclave netted 
only about 500 signatures, 
Veconi said, less than half 
the amount already col-
lected for the newly sug-
gested historic district 
nearby.   

Volunteers will keep 
canvassing the area for 
John Hancocks in the 
weeks ahead as they con-
tinue to build their case, 
which they expect to pres-
ent to the landmarks com-
mission before the end 
of the year, according to 
Veconi.

fi eld research, which will 
help maintain and restore 
New York City’s 50 desig-
nated natural areas.

The interns must brave 
the searing summer heat, 
mosquitoes, and poison ivy 
to collect their data, but the 
work allows them to see a 
whole new side of the city, 
according to a grad student 
and longtime participant in 
the program.

“It’s so cool to see what’s 
behind what looks like a 
normal city street, and 
sometimes you’ll turn a cor-
ner and you’ll just be walk-
ing down a paved street and 
you’ll turn into a park and 
you’ll be in dense woods 
or brushy areas or in the 
grasslands,” said Renee 
Montelbano, who coordi-
nates two teams of students 
in the Jamaica Bay area.

The program runs 
through July and August 
and focuses on giving life-
sciences students from all 
City University colleges a 
chance to gain hands-on 
experience working in the 
fi eld within the city limits, 
according to one of the con-
servancy’s directors.

“We feel very strongly 
about providing training for 
students within New York 
City so they can get fi eld-
research experience within 

the boundaries of the city, 
so they don’t have to leave to 
go to the Catskills or some-
where else,” said Hunter 
Armstrong, director of stra-
tegic initiatives for the Nat-
ural Areas Conservancy.

The data that the stu-
dents gather will help the 
conservancy restore the 
natural landscapes that 
are threatened by invasive 
species. The conservancy 
started in 2012 and was in-
volved in rebuilding some of 
the natural landscapes rav-
aged by Superstorm Sandy, 
according to Armstrong.

“Right after superstorm 
Sandy, we were very in-
volved in growing native 
grasses that were used to 
rebuild sand dunes that 
were destroyed in the 
storm,” he said.

Preserving these coastal 
areas and wetlands can act 
as a buffer from similar 
natural disasters, and al-
low for quicker regenera-
tion, he added.

“It’s a buffer where nat-
ural landscapes are de-
signed to absorb water and 
bounce back a little bit more 
quickly,” he said.

Some students have re-
turned to the program each 
year since it launched in 
2016 for the unique experi-
ence of getting so close to 
nature in an urban area.

“I’m from Bensonhurst 
and I hadn’t experienced 
parks in this way, except 

through this internship, 
and that’s the reason I’ve 
come back for so many 
years,” said Montelbano. 

The internship con-
vinced her to go into a ca-
reer of ecological fi eld re-
search, she said.

“Growing up, I think I 
always had some desire to 
work in this type of fi eld, 
but it’s hard to connect with 
things if you’re not seeing 
them and interacting with 
them,” she said.

Her favorite natural 
area in the city is Marine 
Park because of its diverse 
landscape and accessibility 
to the local community.

“The park was once a 
landfi ll, and it’s become 
this really nice recre-
ational space that’s still 
super natural and inviting 
to the public,” she said. “I 
think these are the types 
of parks that communities 
need, the ones that connect 
us to nature instead of sep-
arating us from it.”

Montelbano said that 
getting out to places like 
Marine Park is invaluable 
for young researchers.

“In Marine Park, on the 
salt marsh trail, you can go 
out and look at the osprey 
nest and watch the young 
birds hatch and fl edge 
through the course of the 
summer. You don’t get to 
connect with nature much 
more than that in the city,” 
she said.
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6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
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Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
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We have 56-seat motorcoaches & 24-seat mini 
buses available for your transportation needs.

Bus Tours - Day & Multi-Day

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)
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Come See USA & Canada With Us
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FREE
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China Wonders
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