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BY BILL ROUNDY
Fill ’er up!

This year’s installment 
of the Taste Williamsburg 
Greenpoint food festival 
on Sept. 16 will offer some-
thing new — all you can 
eat!

During its fi rst eight in-
carnations, the tribute to 
the restaurants and bars 

of the northern neighbor-
hoods used a ticket system, 
which visitors exchanged 
for samples. But this year 
foodies can get unlimited 
tastes — a change that 
simplifi es the process and 
helps the environment, 
said the event’s organizer.

“Taste is committed to 
eliminating as much waste 

as possible and doing ev-
erything we can to be a 
zero-waste event, hence 
moving away from printed 
ticket booklet format,” said 
Dana Krieger,

This year the festival 
will feature more than 40 
vendors, including beloved 
fried chicken spot Pies ’n’ 

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s an arch revival!

Kings County sightseers can 
once again behold Prospect Park 
from above as soon as workers 
fi nish restoring the observa-
tion deck atop the Soldiers’ and 
Sailors’ Arch as part of a nearly 
$9-million renovation of Grand 
Army Plaza, according to keep-
ers of Brooklyn’s Backyard.

“On special occasions the ob-
servation deck will be opened to 
the public once the arch is re-
stored,” said Deborah Kirsch-
ner, a spokeswoman for meadow 
steward the Prospect Park Alli-
ance, which maintains the lawn 
in conjunction with the city.

Mayor DeBlasio on Friday 
announced the city will dedi-
cate $8.9 million to the Alliance-
led rehabilitation, which will in-
clude replacing the 125-year-old 
Civil War memorial’s rooftop 
observation deck and iron stair-
cases leading to it from within 
the ancient monument.

The project also calls for re-
pairing the arch’s stonework, 

BY BEN VERDE
It’s a choice between junk or 
skunk.

The city has to leave food 
scraps to rot in the Ridge for 
a whole week in order to do 
more bulk pickup, Depart-

ment of Sanitation reps 
told a meeting of Commu-
nity Board 10 on Aug. 22, 
explaining that New York’s 
Strongest needed to cut 
back organics collection 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 6Continued on page 14

Growth, gifts are 
key to beard win

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
These contestants are in the cross 
hairs!

Shaggy locals will comb to-
gether in Coney Island to deter-
mine who has the fi nest facial 
hair, at the 11th annual Coney 
Island Beard and Moustache 
Competition . The host and pro-
ducer of the event said that the 
judges will pluck 13 whisker win-
ners from the nearly 100 entrants 
based mostly on the quality of 
their chin coiffure — but that 
gifts of booze, cigars, and other 
treats may sway their opinions. 

“They’re looking for thick-
ness, style, look, presentation,” 
said Adam Rinn, who also swal-
lows swords at the Coney Island 
sideshow under the name Adam 
RealMan. “And of course, being 
Coney Island, they’re also look-
ing for bribes. We encourage 
bribery in this event.” 

The competition’s top prize — 
the Beard and Moustache Fez tro-
phy — has been bestowed upon de-
serving beard-bearers since 2008, 
but the contest has added several 
new categories over the years, in-

Continued on page 6
WHISKERING CAMPAIGN: The hosts of the Coney Island Beard and Moustache Competition, Adam RealMan, left, and 
Handsome Dick Manitoba, right, stand with one of last year’s winners. Eliza Rinn

AW, SHUCKS!: Williamsburg 
oyster bar Maison Premiere 
will return to the Taste Wil-
liamsburg Greenpoint fest.

BRIBE AND GROOM
Grand Army Plaza 

monument open to 
visitors after rehab

Unlimited tastes at food festCity scales back 
Ridge scrap pickup
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

“What Should I Do To Get A Loan?”

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

BY BEN VERDE
The city is on thin ice with 
Coney Islanders, who are 
demanding that the Abe 
Stark Sports Center be 
kept under the Department 
of Parks and Recreation’s 
control if it is demolished 
and redeveloped under a 
2009 rezoning of the area.

There are no plans on 
the drawing board yet, 
but the city — which has 
already signed off on the 
demolition of the beloved 
ice rink — is considering 
whether or not to bring in a 
private builder to redevelop 
it, which locals fear would 
make the new facility less 
accessible to the commu-
nity, comparing it to the 
Aviator Sports Center, sit-
ting on Federal park land 
at Floyd Bennett Field.

“When you say ‘pri-
vate developer,’ I’m think-
ing about something like 
Aviator — which is expen-
sive,” said Ida Sanoff. “If 
you have parkland, let the 
Parks Department handle 
it.” 

Other locals echoed 
those concerns at a com-
munity meeting on Aug. 
21 hosted by the Economic 
Development Corporation, 

which is leading the rede-
velopment.

“It can not go private,” 
said Matt David. “It’s got to 
be run by Parks.” 

The redevelopment of the 
facility on the Riegelmann 
Boardwalk between W. 
19th and W. 20th streets is 
part of the city’s plan to ex-
pand the amusement dis-
trict along the Boardwalk, 
a major element of which 
will bring new rides and at-
tractions to fi ve parcels of 
land between W. 10th and 
W. 16th streets.

But some locals said 
the city could develop the 
area without even demol-
ishing the Abe Stark cen-
ter, which occupies only a 
small portion of the lot be-
tween Surf Avenue and the 
Boardwalk next to MCU 
Park, which is mostly used 
for parking. One Coney Is-
land father said he doesn’t 
want the city to refurbish 
the center at all, because he 
relies on it to keep his kids 
out of trouble. 

“I pay a lot of money and 
work many hours to have 
my kids off the street, and 
Abe Stark is helping me 
do that,” Ignazao Venez-
iao said to applause at the 

meeting. “To have you 
tearing down this facility, 
you’re going to destroy my 
kids’ future.”

Representatives for the 
development agency had lit-
tle to say to ease residents’ 
fears, with the city’s plans 
still in the early stages, but 
they assured locals that the 
city would have a strong 
role in the development of 
the new center, even if it 
is handed over to a private 
builder. 

“I want to be clear that 
the city maintains a strong 
arm and a strong role in this 
project,” said Wil Fisher, a 
senior project manager at 
the economic agency. “We 
want a project that works 
for everybody.” 

Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island) 
echoed his constituents’ 
worries that a privately de-
veloped center would be-
come unaffordable for resi-
dents, and argued that the 
city can afford to handle 
the project itself.

“The city has a $4-bil-
lion surplus,” Treyger said. 
“This should be a public fa-
cility on public land.” 

Treyger also com-

THIN ICE: The city has signed off on demolishing Coney Island’s venerable Abe Stark Sports Center 
to make way for a new facility, but offi cials got an earful from locals worried about plans to bring in a 
private developer. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Arena anger
Coney Islanders demand beloved ice rink 
remain under Parks Department control 

Continued on page 12
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Mayor DeBlasio put the 
fate of his pet $2.5-billion 
waterfront trolley con-
necting Sunset Park and 
Queens in the hands of his 
frequent sparring partner 
President Trump, doubling 
down on a need for federal 
funding for the scheme af-
ter fi rst claiming the tran-
sit system would pay for 
itself via tax revenue gen-
erated by a surge of devel-
opment along its 14-mile 
track.

“I don’t think it’s doable 
without federal support,” 
DeBlasio said during last 
Thursday’s sit-down with 
local media. “We believe 
there will be some real 
funding created by its 

presence, but we’re going 
to need some additional 
support.”

Hizzoner — who has 
publicly called for  investi-
gations into sexual harass-
ment claims against the 
president  and  criticized 
his crackdown on immi-
grant families attempting 
to cross the southern bor-
der  — said the commander 
in chief and Congress must 
fork over cash for his pro-
posed Brooklyn Queens 
Connector streetcar in 
their next budget, and that 
until they do, the scheme’s 
coffers are empty.

“Only thing I can tell 
you now is federal,” he 
said. “And that’s some-
thing that would have to 

come in the upcoming fed-
eral budget. The good news 
is we have seen the begin-
ning of some spending on 
infrastructure in the last 
budget reconciliation.”

DeBlasio’s admission 
came days after Trump 
blasted him on social me-
dia for allegedly plagiariz-

ing number 45’s campaign 
motto “Promises made, 
promises kept” — the pres-
ident’s latest critique of the 
city’s top pol, whom he pre-
viously called  “probably 
the worst mayor in the his-
tory of New York City.” 

“Bill DeBlasio ... just 

GOING LOCAL: Mayor DeBlasio pondered a response to one of the 
many questions our reporters lobbed at him during his sit-down 
with Brooklym media on Aug. 23. Photo by Trey Pentecost

BQX likely to derail 
without cash from 
Trump, Congress

MAYOR SITS DOWN WITH CNG
The mayor invited Community News Group 

staffers to discuss issues across Brooklyn 

at an Aug. 23 roundtable discussion that 

touched on on local transit projects, trans-

parency in his administration, and traffi c-

related deaths that continue to stymie his 

Vision Zero initiative for safer streets. Read 

on for our reports on what Hizzoner had to 

say:

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The worst is yet to come!

Locals dreading de-
lays when the L train’s 
Brooklyn–Manhattan 
tunnel  shutters for 15 
months next April  can 
expect an even more-hell-
ish commute when the 
city kicks off its repairs 
to the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway’s crumbling 
triple cantilever, accord-
ing to Mayor DeBlasio.

“The L train shutdown 
is taking a piece of mass 
transit offl ine for a very-
limited piece of its run,” 
Hizzoner said. “The BQE 
is taking a crucial high-
way out of the equation 
that also is a truck route. 
That is a more-complex 
reality.”

Work to rehabilitate 
the three-tiered 1.5-mile 
stretch of expressway 
from Atlantic Avenue 
to Sands Street can now 
start as early as 2021 — 
months after full L-train 
service is supposed to 
resume — and wrap by 
2026, after state lawmak-
ers  in April passed a bud-
get authorizing use of 
the streamlined design-
build process  for the city-
led job, which will allow 
the Department of Trans-
portation to solicit one 
bid for both the design 
and construction phases 
of the project, instead 
of contracting separate 
fi rms for each.

Green-lighting de-
sign-build, which propo-
nents say will also shave 
about $100 million from 
the repair’s total $1.9-bil-
lion price tag, means the 
repairs will likely fi n-
ish before 2028 — the 
year local transit lead-
ers warned they might 
have to  force the roughly 
16,000 trucks that travel 
the expressway daily 
down local streets in-
stead  so the triple canti-
lever doesn’t collapse be-
neath their weight.

And residents 
shouldn’t worry about the 
decrepit,  nearly 70-year-

old roadway  crumbling 
before then — even if 
they’ve read reports of 
other  bridges  around the 
 world  spontaneously col-
lapsing — because the 
city’s top priority is mak-
ing sure its infrastruc-
ture is safe, the mayor 
said.

“I think the city over 
the decades has a very-
good record of staying on 
top of our highways and 
our bridges in terms of 
their structural reality,” 
he said. “A lot of work has 
been done to keep it going 
on the way to a much big-
ger solution.”

Even with the sped-
up process, however, re-
building part of a major 
roadway that connects 
Brooklyn with the outer 
boroughs will not be 
without its headaches, 
and locals should prepare 
for them, according to De-
Blasio, who implored the 
reporters in the room not 
to blow up the situation 
in the way he said they 
catastrophized other nec-
essary infrastructure 
projects, such as dubbing 
the L-train closure the 
“L-pocalypse.”

“There’s going to be 
disruption anytime you 
have to do something 
big,” he said. “I know you 
need your clicks guys, 
but I just think it cre-
ates this atmosphere of 
alarm, and then people 
deal with it.”

But unlike said L-
pocalypse — for which, 
city and state transpor-
tation offi cials are roll-
ing out a plan to aid the 
roughly 225,000 L-train 

L closure minor nuisance 
compared to BQE repairs

CRUMBLING: The triple canti-
lever.  
 File photo by Jason Speakman

BY VINCE DIMICELI
Normally, stories in this 
newspaper don’t need 
a jumping off point, be-
cause the news is the 
jumping point.

But this story is a lit-
tle different.

For the last few 
years, reporters from 
across the city have had 
a tough time using the 
names of the spokesmen 
and women they talk to 
at the many municipal 
agencies they deal with 
daily.

Here’s how it used to 
work: A reporter calls 
an agency such as the 

Department of Build-
ings or the Department 
of Transportation and 
asks questions, and the 
spokesperson, within a 
reasonable amount of 
time, provides answers 
from a named person 
representing the agency 
addressing the issue.

And that was that.
But things recently 

began to change. Out of 
nowhere, those agency 
workers, whose jobs it 
is to disseminate infor-
mation, started asking 
to leave their names 
off the quotes they gave 
us, preferring we cite 

“a spokesperson” as the 
source.

This may seem to be 
a minor point in a larger 
game of inside baseball, 
but in fact, it isn’t. Quot-
ing an “agency spokes-
person” instead of a 
real, live human being 
removes accountabil-
ity. If we are not naming 
names, what is to stop 
a spokesperson from ly-
ing? 

So when Mayor De-
Blasio sat down with lo-
cal media, I asked him 
if he had anything to do 
with this policy.

“It’s not coming from 

me, I can tell you that,” 
he said.

And DeBlasio quickly 
agreed this was a prob-
lem that needs solving.

“On the official re-
sponses, I think it makes 
a lot of sense to have a 
name attributed, so we 
will make sure that is the 
case. I want to fix that,” 
he said. “My name is at-
tributed, as should that 
of anyone else speaking 
as a spokesperson.”

Score one for trans-
parency.

Vince DiMiceli is the 
editor-in-chief of Brook-
lyn Weekly.

Bklyn Weekly Editor: Transparency matters

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 14
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
Get ready to be water-
logged!

The People’s Play-
ground is set to get a host 
of new attractions, includ-
ing a new log-fl ume water 
ride, a zip-line adventure 
park, and a public plaza 
with eateries and arcade 
games.

The new attractions 
will help boost the Coney 
Island economy and add 
momentum to the city’s 
investments in affordable 
housing in the neighbor-
hood, according to the 
head of the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation, 
which launched the ini-
tiative together with the 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation.

“Coney Island is both 
a cherished summertime 
destination and an impor-
tant economic engine for 
Southern Brooklyn,” said 
James Patchett. “With 
these exciting new attrac-
tions, and our ongoing in-

vestments in housing and 
infrastructure, Coney Is-
land’s future has never 
looked brighter.”

The New Jersey-based 
amusement park devel-
oper-operator Central 
Amusement International 
will build the water ride on 
the empty lot in between 
the Thunderbolt roller 

coaster and MCU Park, 
while the zip-line park will 
take over a stretch of what 
is now W. 15th Street be-
tween the coaster and the 
Coney Island Raceway.

Boardwalkers will also 
be able to rest in the shade 
and enjoy some choice 
games and grub at a new 
pedestrian-only public 

plaza at the end of Ruby Ja-
cobs Walk, which will fea-
ture an open-air food court 
and an entertainment area 
with an arcade and other 
games, according to the 
city. The last 300 feet of 
W. 12th Street will also be 
converted to a pedestrian 
plaza, with greenery and 
seating.

In 2017, the Economic 
Development Corporation 
and the Parks Depart-
ment requested proposals 
to develop city property 
the size of more than two 
and a half football fi elds 
spread across fi ve parcels 
of land between Surf Av-
enue and the Boardwalk, 
between W. 10th and W. 

16th streets. 
If all goes as planned, 

the zip-line attraction 
should be ready to open 
next summer, and the log 
fl ume is scheduled to open 
a year later, according to 
the city.

 Council recently des-
ignated the 95-year-old 
Riegelmann Boardwalk 
as a scenic landmark , and 
the local councilman said 
that the new attractions 
abutting the wooden walk-
way will help reinvigorate 
the area’s storied past and 
stimulate future develop-
ment of the amusement 
district.

“Recapturing the best 
of Coney Island’s past is a 
big part of the future at the 
People’s Playground,” said 
councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island). “This 
continues the revitaliza-
tion of the amusement dis-
trict, offering exciting new 
activities and attractions 
for residents and visitors 
alike to enjoy.”

CHUTES AND LADDERS HEADED TO CONEY ISLAND

SPLASHING OUT: (Above) The new adventure park will feature a zip-line course where visitors can enjoy views of the Boardwalk and 
ocean. (Right) The new fl ume water ride will be a refreshing addition to Coney Island’s array of iconic rides. NYCEDC

Amusement area to get new log fl ume, zip-line park, and food plazas as Luna Park expands
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$799Sectional with 
Chaise 3 Color Choices

$299 $499

Twin Two-Piece .......$199
Full Two-Piece ............$249
Queen Two-Piece ...$299

Twin .................. $299
Full ...................... $349
Queen.............. $399

Twin .................. $599
Full ...................... $699
Queen.............. $799

Twin .................. $499
Full ...................... $549
Queen.............. $599

T

F

Q
Classic Luxurious 

Pillow Top

T

Fu

Q

Pillow Top

ORTHOPEDIC

MATTRESS SALE !

Queen
Panel Bed
Includes: 
Headboard
Footboard and Rails

Twin 
Sleigh Bed
Includes:
Headboard, Footboard
and Rails

Queen
Poster Bed
Includes:
Headboard
Footboard and Rails

Dinettes

50% OFF
Dining Rooms

50% OFF

LABOR DAY SALE!

Chandeliers
starting
at only

$399

50% OFF

FURNITURE
TO GO

2364 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11234

718-252-2005
Good Credit? Bad Credit?…
YOU ARE APPROVED!
Ask About Our Special Financing

BEDROOMS • DINING ROOMS • LIVING ROOMS • WALL UNITS

�
�����We Accept All Major Credit CardsVisit Our Website: www.furnituretogocatalogs.com

50% OFF
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cluding the Brass Ring, 
for best in show; the 
Coney Island Curl, for 
best styled moustache; 
and Carny Trash, for 
the worst in show. Rinn 
said some committed 
contestants are tearing 
their hair out to win the 
latter category.

“Most contestants 
really do take pride in 
their facial hair, but ev-
ery so often you’ve got 
someone that’s just go-
ing to purposely mess 
it up just to get that 
award,” he said. “Poorly 
groomed, shaped, dyed 
— there’s lots of horrifi c 
stuff we’ve seen.” 

Winners will take 
home professional pho-
tographs of Coney Is-
land taken by Rinn’s 
daughter Eliza, along 
with plaques, gift bags 
with merchandise from 
the Coney Island Brew-
ery, and tickets to De-

no’s Wonder Wheel and 
Eldorado bumper cars. 

And everyone at 
the moustache match 
will leave with some 
new friends, accord-
ing to Rinn. In recent 
years, the competition 
has been infused with a 
spirit of camaraderie as 
“beard club” members 
come to the contest to 
mingle with like minds. 

“When it started you 
didn’t have as many 
beard clubs that were 
coming out as groups 
— you had individuals 
coming out,” he said. 
“Now you’ve got a lot of 
people who hang out to-
gether in these beard 
clubs. They spend a cou-
ple of nights a month 
hanging out and talking 
about beards.” 

Coney Island Beard 
and Moustache Compe-
tition at Sideshows by 
the Seashore (1208 Surf 
Ave. at W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island, www.co-
neyisland.com). Sept. 8 
at 8 pm. $25.

LIGHT UP MY LIP: The Beard and Moustache Competition 
also has a category titled Hokum and Hoodwinked, for fake 
beards and soup strainers.  Photo by Eliza Rinn

BEARD

BY BILL ROUNDY
Get ready for a singular sen-
sation, with every little step 
they take! 

The Gallery Players will 
launch its 42nd season with 
a visit to Broadway, in the 
show biz musical “A Cho-
rus Line,” opening on Sept. 
8. The toe-tapping show, 
about a group of 17 dancers 
auditioning for eight roles 
in a Broadway musical, is 
beloved by musical theater 
people —and by this pro-
duction’s director, who de-
scribed himself as “a fa-
natic” for the show. 

“It’s about people who 
are pursuing their dreams 
for the arts, and the  sacri-
fi ces and the incredible ded-
ication that takes. That’s 
why I love it, and so many 
theater people love it — it 
expresses what our lives are 
like,” said Tom Rowan.

The director and author 
literally wrote the book 
about the popular musical: 
“A Chorus Line FAQ: All 
That’s Left to Know About 
Broadway’s Singular Sen-
sation.” He brings a wealth 
of knowledge the musical, 
which debuted Off-Broad-
way in 1975. Rowan says that 
despite its age, the musical’s 
content is still up-to-date.

“It really doesn’t feel 

dated at all, even 43 years 
later,” he said. “Dancers still 
really relate to it — it’s still 
what they go through at au-
ditions, and it has a classic, 
timeless music to it. It still 
feels vital and current.”

Another factor that keeps 
it fresh is the complicated 
dance steps, which Rowan 
describes as “the backbone 
of the show.” 

The story of “A Chorus 
Line” was built from in-
terviews with Broadway 
dancers, as they discussed 

their childhoods, their au-
ditions, and their love of 
dancing, and the choreog-
raphy was created along-
side those interviews, said 
Rowan, often before the 
music was written. 

This production has a 
secret weapon to help those 
steps come to life: chore-
ographer Eddie Gutierrez, 
who studied with many of 
the original cast members 
and producers. His insight 
has been invaluable for the 
actors, said Rowan.

“He brings so much 
knowledge of the steps, but 
also the original artistic im-
pulse behind it, so they’re 
getting a really authentic 
introduction to what the 
dance in the show is all 
about,” said Rowan.

Bringing a big Broad-
way shows into the intimate 
confi nes of the Gallery Play-
ers has its challenges, said 
Rowan — especially for Guti-
errez, who must fi t 19 people 
doing a step, kick, kick, leap 
onto an Off-Off-Broadway 
stage — but it will heighten 
the experience for the audi-
ence. 

“A big part of the appeal 
of the show is that the audi-
ence feels like they’re invis-
ible spectators at a Broad-
way audition, and in a space 
like this, where you’re so 
close to the action, you can 
really see the actors sweat,” 
he said. “It’s a much more 
intense experience. You re-
ally feel like you’re in the 
room in a really personal 
way.”

“A Chorus Line” at Gal-
lery Players [199 14th St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101 www.galleryplay-
ers.com]. Sept. 8–30. Thu–
Sat at 8 pm; Sun at 3 pm. $30 
($20 seniors and kids).

HAT TRICK: Dancers rehearse the demanding choreography for “A 
Chorus Line,” opening at Gallery Players in Park Slope on Sept. 8.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

‘A Chorus Line’ launches new season at Gallery Players
TOE THE ‘LINE’

Thighs, oyster bar Maison 
Premiere, the Brooklyn 
Brewery, and chef Wylie Du-
fresne’s Du’s Donuts, among 
many others. Newcomers 
to the fest this year include 

beer hall Clinton Hall, and 
the bars The Springs and 
Brooklyn Label. 

Neighborhood resi-
dents can also stop by a 
tent about travel alter-
natives to the subway, ti-
tled “No L? No Problem,” 
featuring reps from vari-
ous ride-hailing and car 

rental services offering 
suggestions for how to 
get around during the up-
coming L-pocalypse next 
April (and the  many week-
end shutdowns  happening 
before then). 

The food fest will raise 
cash to complete the Fire-
house North Brooklyn 

Community Center, set to 
open in a former fi rehouse 
on Wythe Avenue. 

Taste of Williamsburg 
Greenpoint at East River 
State Park (90 Kent Ave. 
at N. Seventh street in Wil-
liamsburg, www.tastewg.
com). Sept. 16; 1–5 pm. $55 
($85 VIP).

TASTE
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1 
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4100 GLENWOOD ROAD 718-859-6500
WWW.GLENWOODMASON.COM

Store Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 6 AM - 5 PM 

Saturday: 6 AM - 4 PM

Authorized Dealer

“Customer service and 
satisfaction is Glenwood’s 

Motto! We are always hard at 
work for your everyday needs, 

any size job, big or small we are 
here to assist our community!”
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Speeding drivers better get 
ready for their close up. 

The city’s 140 school-
zone speed cameras will 
resume issuing tickets 
the day before more than 
1.1-million schoolchildren 
return to classes on Sept. 
5, thanks to a Council-bro-
kered deal between Mayor 
DeBlasio and Gov. Cuomo.

A  Park Slope mom who  
lost her son to a reckless 
driver fi ve years ago and 
has  led the charge  call-
ing for the cameras to be 
turned back on said she 
was grateful that Cuomo 
supported the solution af-
ter the Republican-led state 
Senate failed to vote to pass 
a bill to turn the cameras 
back on.

“After your child dies, 

it’s hard to ever be grate-
ful,” said Amy Cohen, 
whose 12-year-old son, 
Sammy Cohen Eckstein, 
was killed on Prospect Park 
West in 2013. “But today we 
had a measure of gratitude 
for [Cuomo’s] willingness 
to explore a creative solu-
tion.” 

Cuomo took the fi rst step 
to turn the cameras back 
on by  declaring a state of 
emergency before the city’s 
school year begins, and 
signing an executive order 
on Aug. 27  reinstating the 
state law and granting the 
city access to state Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicle re-
cords so that it can resume 
sending tickets to the own-
ers of cars that the cameras 
catch speeding. The Coun-
cil was set to introduce 

and vote on legislation to 
reinstate the program in 
an emergency meeting on 
Aug. 29, and Mayor DeBla-
sio plans to sign it into law 
on Sept. 4. 

Council Speaker Corey 
Johnson told the New York 
Daily News,  which fi rst re-
ported news of the deal on 
Aug. 26 , that the new bill 
“allows for the expansion 
of the program,” but the 
Council press offi ce did not 
respond to a follow-up in-
quiry by press time about 
how and when the bill could 
add more cameras. 

Cuomo said the tempo-
rary fi x does not absolve 
the state Senate from the 
responsibility to pass a bill 
preserving and expanding 
the program, since execu-
tive orders are only valid 

for 30 days and he’ll have to 
re-sign it each month. 

“This is not a substitute 
for the state legislature 
coming back and passing 
the law,” Cuomo said. “We 
still need the Senate to act 
responsibly and come back 
and pass a permanent law 
so we don’t have to do this 
30-days-by-30-days interim 
situation.” 

The state Senate ended 
its session on June 20 with-
out voting on a  biparti-
san bill  that would reau-
thorize the speed cameras 
and double their number 
citywide over the next fi ve 
years after state Sen. Sim-
cha Felder (D–Midwood) 
— who caucuses with Sen-
ate Republicans in the ma-
jority — did not allow it to 
leave the Cities Committee, 

which he chairs. As a re-
sult, the city’s 140 cameras 
— present in six percent of 
the city’s 2,300 school zones 
—  stopped doling out tick-
ets on July 25 , when the 
original 2013 authorization 
expired. 

But the city kept the 
cameras on to collect speed 

data, and the mayor’s offi ce 
announced on Aug. 13 that 
the cameras caught 132,253 
drivers speeding through 
school zones citywide be-
tween July 26 and Aug. 10 
— and 67 percent of those 
were in 42 school zones 
across Brooklyn, accord-
ing to a spokesman from 

RELIEVED: Park Slope mom and speed-cam booster Amy Cohen 
cheered the deal to turn the cameras back on. 
 File photo by Trey Pentecost

Camera comeback
Speed cameras to resume issuing tickets after 
deal reached between Council and governor
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

stole my campaign slo-
gan,” Trump  tweeted  on 
Aug. 21. 

“That’s not at all nice. 
No imagination!”

DeBlasio announced 
his beloved light-rail 
project back in 2016 as 
a way to connect tran-
sit-starved neighbor-
hoods along New York 
Harbor and the East 
River, and real-estate 
firms quickly jumped 
on board, leading some 
 pols  and  residents  from 
neighborhoods it would 
serve to blast the so-
called BQX as a gentri-
fying agent disguised as 
a public benefit.

Hizzoner initially 
hoped to start laying the 
connector’s fi rst tracks 
by next year, so that com-
muters could hop on as 
soon as 2024, but the city 
has yet to release  a draft 
route for the trolley  and 
a study on the feasibility 
of its tax-funded revenue 
model after promising to 
do so in 2017.

The mayor, who 

wouldn’t say if he’s con-
sidering city money to 
help foot the infrastruc-
ture’s bill, fi rst spoke 
of the need for federal 
green in April, telling 
radio host Brian Lehrer 
that he was very hope-
ful about receiving some 
“particularly because 
of the presence of Sen. 
Schumer,” whose daugh-
ter leads the streetcar-
advocacy group Friends 
of the Brooklyn Queens 
Connector.

His on-air change 
in tune came days af-
ter  some administra-
tion members offered 
confl icting outlooks on 
the streetcar’s future , 
with the mayor’s second 
in command admitting 
the project may crash if 
the much-anticipated fi -
nancial research shows 
that new buildings alone 
can’t subsidize its cost, 
and a separate City Hall 
rep days later walking 
back those doubts and 
reaffi rming the project 
is still on track — a back 
and forth that led some 
to speculate the trolley 
may be permanently de-
railed.

TROLLEY
Continued from page 3

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Revelers who come out for 
this year’s J’Ouvert pa-
rade can expect to celebrate 
among thousands of cops 
and hundreds of fl oodlights 
— but not Mayor DeBlasio, 
who said he won’t be at-
tending the early morning 
festivities preceding the 
West Indian Day Parade on 
Sept. 3.

“Not this year,” Hiz-
zoner said during the me-
dia sit-down. “But I plan 
to go at some point in my 
life.”

DeBlasio — who said 
he has never attended 
J’Ouvert, but has gone to 
mas camps staged ahead 
of the annual event — ap-
plauded the efforts offi -
cials took last year to pre-
vent fatal violence that has 
plagued past celebrations, 
attributing the relatively 
peaceful festivities to its 
new 6 am start time, along 
with security checkpoints 

set up along the route and 
a beefed-up police presence 
that included more than 
300 fl oodlights and some 
3,700 offi cers, roughly 10 
percent more than the 3,400 
dispatched in 2016, when 
separate shooters killed 
two attendees. 

“I think the bottom line 
last year is that it broadly 
worked. It was the change 
of the time, I think, and 
putting the checkpoints in 
place, and obviously the 
tremendous police pres-
ence,” he said. 

Earlier this month, local 
leaders including Borough 
President Adams said the 
city will  bring the height-
ened safety measures back 
to this year’s parade  — 
which runs along Flatbush 
Avenue and onto Empire 
Boulevard before curv-
ing onto Nostrand Avenue, 
where it ends at Midwood 
Street — and DeBlasio said 
the Police Department will 

announce a security plan, 
which may include even 
more precautions, “very 
soon.”

“As to anything new, I’m 
going to leave that to the 
NYPD,” he said. “I want to 
make sure all that has been 
perfected before we talk 
about it.”

DeBlasio isn’t the only 
mayor not to show face 
at the break-of-dawn La-
bor Day event — none of 
his predecessors have at-
tended since it began in 
1984, according to an orga-
nizer, who said he would 

be more than welcome this 
year should he change his 
mind.

“I did extend an invita-
tion to him to be our cul-
tural ambassador, but I 
have not heard back yet,” 
said Yvette Rennie, who 
runs J’Ouvert City Inter-
national.

And although DeBlasio 
has yet to attend the fes-
tivities since he arrived 
in Brooklyn in 1992, he’s 
been a regular presence 
at the West Indian Day Pa-
rade that follows J’Ouvert 
throughout the years.

PARADING: Mayor DeBlasio is a frequent attendee of the annual 
West Indian Day Parade, but has yet to attend the J’Ouvert festivi-
ties that precedes it — and won’t be going this year either, he said.
 File photo by Paul Martinka

Hizzoner skipping 
J’Ouvert parade
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OPEN LETTER TO  
MY FELLOW BROOKLYNITES 

VOTE THURSDAY 
SEPTEMBER 13

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY

Polls open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.

PAID FOR BY BLAKE MORRIS FOR STATE SENATE

DEMOCRAT FOR STATE SENATE
BlakeMorrisForStateSenate.com   BlakeMorris4StateSenate@gmail.com

Call/text 845-217-0599    BlakeMorris17    @BlakeMorris4NYS

Contribute today! Blake Morris for State Senate, 1195 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn NY 11230

My name probably doesn’t ring a bell, but if you were to Google “Steve Slavin” and
“Bernie Sanders,” you’ll discover my main claim to fame.

A lifelong Democrat, I cast my first vote for John Kennedy in the Greek Orthodox 
Church on Avenue P and East 18th Street in 1960. And since then, I’ve voted in nearly 
every Democratic Primary and general election.

I happened to meet Simcha Felder in 2012 when he was running for the State
Senate in the Democratic Primary and I voted for him. And then: Surprise! Surprise!
He would be caucusing with the Senate Republicans. By often providing the deciding 
vote, he was able to block progressive legislation.

When he was running in the primary, did he not know that he would effectively be 
switching parties? Was he as surprised as I was when he did so? Would an honest
person have withheld this information?

He has since run unopposed two more times. No one had the guts to run against him. 
Until now.

Blake Morris, whom I’ve known for years, stepped up this year to finally provide 
Felder with some opposition. Unlike Felder, Blake Morris is a real Democrat. He will 
not betray your trust.

To find out more about this important election, which could determine which party 
controls the State Senate, google “Blake Morris” and “Simcha Felder.”

Please vote in the Democratic Primary on Thursday, September 13th for
Blake Morris, the real Democrat.

Sincerely,
Steve Slavin
Ditmas Park West
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BY ANTHONY ROTUNNO
This party was fi t for a 
king!

Hundreds of Michael 
Jackson fans danced the 
day away in Bedford-
Stuyvesant on Saturday 
at a block party where cel-
ebrants paid homage to 
the King of Pop’s singular 
sound — and style — ac-
cording to one eye-catch-
ing attendee.

“An original is worth 
more than a copy, you have 

to be yourself, that’s what 
Michael did,” said Lam 
“Legend Already Made” 
Sanchez, who stepped out 
in a red top hat, Victorian 
collar, and chartreuse 
jacket. “A lot of my style has 
to do with Michael, whom I 
watched as a kid.”

Sanchez, who came 
out with his older brother, 
Jed “Walkaway Smiling” 
Sanchez, and girlfriend, 
Darcy “D3” Dawson, joined 
hundreds of revelers who 

packed the pavement on 
Stuyvesant Avenue be-
tween Lexington Avenue 
and Quincy Street for the 
eighth-annual Brooklyn 
Loves Michael Jackson 
block party hosted by bor-
ough-bred fi lmmaker Spike 
Lee.

The dapperly dressed 26-
year-old, who described his 
look as “chevalier,” trav-
eled all the way from his 
home in Texas to attend the 
event for a third time after 

fi rst going in 2016, when he 
missed a fl ight to make the 
bash — a last-minute deci-
sion that led to a meeting 
with Lee, a longtime idol, 
who has warmly welcomed 
him back ever since, San-
chez said.

“I ended up meeting 
Spike that year, in 2016,” he 
said. “Now he points me out 
and brings me on stage ev-
ery year. It’s such a dream 
come true.”

Local disc jockey DJ 
Spinna manned the turnta-
bles as Lee and other enter-
tainers — including singer 
Erykah Badu, who with the 
host led a special tribute to 
the recently deceased Are-
tha Franklin — pumped 
up the spectators, some of 
whom joined him to bust 
a move on stage like San-
chez, while others broke it 
down on the street, which 
the city in 2015 co-named 
“Do The Right Thing Way” 
after the director’s movie, 
which he fi lmed on that 
block of Stuyvesant Ave-
nue.

Another fan who dressed 
to impress at the party, held 
days before Jackson’s Aug. 

29 birthday, said he went 
to great lengths to show up 
in his getup — a sequined 
red band jacket with a lone 
white glove modeled after 
the late musician’s iconic 
outfi t at the 1984 American 
Music Awards.

“There are costume 
websites in China where 
they do celebrity jackets,” 
said Queens resident Gas-
ton Franco, who coordi-
nated with pal Amy Suther-
land on their matching 
ensembles for the soiree. 
“I gave my measurements, 
and they made it.”

Franco — who in Oc-
tober is hosting his own 

bash honoring Jackson 
and still-living director 
Tim Burton, a pair he said 
never worked together 
in life, but “maybe could 
in the afterlife” — hailed 
the annual party as a re-
minder of the legendary 
performer’s artistry and 
infl uence, which he said 
prevails over popular mu-
sic nearly 10 years after he 
died in 2009.

“You can change the 
rules of the game, but no-
body will beat the tal-
ent that Michael had,” he 
said. “That is hard to beat, 
and is still considered the 
best.”

Living with spinal 
muscular atrophy (SMA) 
or caring for someone who is?

Register for an educational event 

Location: Date:

Check in: 

HCP Speaker: Peer Speaker:
Food/Parking: 

Europa Wednesday September 12, 2018
6423 20th Avenue

Brandon S
Complimentary dinner will be provided. Street Parking is available. 

5:30 PM to 6:00 PMBrooklyn, NY, 11204

Anthony Geraci MD

LivingWithSMA.  1-888-615-4343

Spike Lee, borough, honor Michael Jackson at block party

DIDN’T STOP ’TIL YOU GET ENOUGH: (Above) A pint-sized Michael 
Jackson fan channeled the late artist at Spike Lee’s annual block 
party honoring the musician in Bedford-Stuyvesant on Saturday. 
(Center) From left, Jed Sanchez, Lam Sanchez, and Darcy Dawson 
showed off their out-of-this-world outfi ts. (Left) Block-party host 
Spike Lee, left, and a co-host got the crowd on its feet. 
 Photos by Trey Pentecost

plained that the city was 
not being transparent 
enough with community 
members about its plans. 
When he asked the crowd 
to raise their hands if they 
had not been aware that the 
city had been given permis-
sion to demolish the center 
in 2009, almost everyone in 
the standing-room-only au-

dience raised their hand. 
The Abe Stark Sports 

Center opened in 1970 and 
its ice rink has been used 
by local hockey teams and 
fi gure skaters ever since, 
and draws large crowds of 
amateur skaters when it is 
open to the public on week-
ends.

A 2009 rezoning opened 
the facility and the sur-
rounding area up to rede-
velopment, the building 
of a new amusement park, 

and 5,000 units of afford-
able housing.

And private companies 
running facilities on pub-
lic land is nothing new. 
Along with Aviator, which 
has been in business for 
more than a decade, Pri-
vately run Luna Park in 
Coney Island sits on city-
owned parkland, along 
with the historic Cyclone 
and MCU Park, the base-
ball stadium that is home 
to the Brooklyn Cyclones.

ARENA
Continued from page 2
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net

SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY (631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

Fish n Chips
SPECIAL

$1299
INCLUDES CORN OR FRIES

with this coupon only

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

from two pickups a week 
down to one in Bay Ridge to 
focus on the area’s need for 
bulk pickups, which can-
not be done while collecting 
organics in dual-bin trucks 
that have separate, smaller 
compartments for trash 
and scraps. 

“You can’t put large bulk 
items in a dual-bin truck. 
This is the fi rst or second — 
depending on the month — 
district in the city in terms 
of bulk disposal,” said 
Henry Ehrhardt, a spokes-
man for the department. 
“You guys are up at the pla-
teau, that’s a huge problem 
when you’ve got dual-bin 
trucks.” 

But residents com-
plained that their food-
waste containers reek after 
sitting out in the sun for a 
week. Ridgite Joe Cacciola 
suggested that the depart-
ment pick up organics more 
frequently during the sum-

mer months, but sanitation 
offi cials said that would be 
unrealistic. 

“You just can’t do a sea-
sonal pick up like that,” said 
department spokesman Ig-
nazio Terranova. “You got 
to take into consideration 
the trucks that are going to 
be out there, the logistics in 
terms of the routes. You just 
can’t turn this on and off 
like a light switch.” 

Cacciola said he under-
stands the issues a seasonal 
pickup schedule would pres-
ent, but that the reeking 
trash he had to deal with 
was no joke. 

“Of course it’s diffi cult, 
but it’s also really diffi cult 
to have all that food sitting 
around for a week,” he said. 

Last year,  Ridgites 
raised a ruckus over the 
lack of bulk pickups , which 
 left junk at the curb for 
weeks at a time .

Staffers for Councilman 
Justin Brannan (D–Bay 
Ridge) said his offi ce sup-
ported anything that helped 
speed up bulk pickups in 

the district. 
“One of the things we 

noticed earlier in the year 
when we took offi ce was 
an increase in complaints 
about beds, furniture 
and bulk items out on the 
streets for longer periods 
of time,” said Chris Mc-
Creight, Brannan’s chief of 
staff. “We understand why 
they need to make it easier 
for bulk pick up, which is 
great, we’re starting to see 
the effects of that now.” 

McCreight said he be-
lieves there are things resi-
dents can do keep their food 
scraps from stinking up the 
neighborhood, even with 
the reduced collection.

“I think it can be done, I 
think we just need to make 
sure everybody knows the 
right days that they’re sup-
posed to put it out,” Mc-
Creight said. “Once they get 
accustomed to that I think 
it’s going to be good.”

The organics collection 
program rolled out in Bay 
Ridge  more than four years 
ago .

revamping the lights that illuminate it, 
repaving parts of the plaza surrounding 
Bailey Fountain and John F. Kennedy 
Memorial, and some landscaping.

The restoration will be the fi rst ma-
jor work on the arch — which turns 126-
years-old on Oct. 21 — since 1980. Its last 
comprehensive renovation came seven 
years after offi cials  designated the struc-
ture a landmark in 1973 , and roughly 
four years after the statue of Columbia 
— a goddess-like fi gure forefathers used 
to symbolize the United States — fell 
from its sculpted chariot atop the arch in 
1976.

Less than a decade ago, locals could 
enter the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Arch to 
visit the Puppet Museum housed within, 
but that institution  moved to a new home 
at Brooklyn College in 2010 due to leaks 
inside the structure , whose observation 
deck permanently closed to the public 
years before that, according to reports 
that Alliance offi cials could not immedi-
ately be reached to confi rm.

Kirschner couldn’t give a timeline for 
the Grand Army Plaza project, but said 

the Alliance will host a community meet-
ing about it in the fall before kicking off 
the design process and announcing a 
schedule for the repairs.

And the plaza isn’t the only place get-
ting a face-lift in the area — Brooklyn 
Council members also allotted $1 million 
in taxpayer funds to the ongoing make-
over of  Prospect Park’s overgrown Rose 
Garden , outside of which, Alliance lead-
ers plan to install one of  two new Flat-
bush Avenue entrances  going in as part 
of another $5.6-million upgrade.

TOP JOB: Locals will be able to climb to the ob-
servation deck of the Soldiers and Sailors Arch 
after the renovation. File photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from page 1 

ARCH

Continued from page 1 

SCRAPS

riders who cross the East 
River daily that includes 
more service on other 
trains, more ferries, new 

bike paths, and other op-
tions — there’s no backup 
highway for drivers to use 
when sections of the ex-
pressway are closed for its 
repair, DeBlasio said.

“We can do a lot with 
buses, ferries, and bikes 

to compensate for only 15 
months,” he said. “When it 
comes time to fi x the BQE, 
we don’t have perfect alter-
natives, and we will have 
to start the process of an-
nouncing what the plans 
look like soon.”

BQE
Continued from page 3
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L & M TOURS 

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.netReceive a Free Bus Trip after completing a 9-Day or more cruise

Bus Charters

Cruise Destinations

Incredible
ACROBATS OF CHINA

Sunday,
November 4, 2018

$119, $99 & $89
$79 & $59

Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
Hundreds of Trip Possibilities

We have 56-seat motorcoaches & 24-seat mini 
buses available for your transportation needs.

Bus Tours - Day & Multi-Day

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

China Wonders
12 Days/10 Nights

May 3–14, 2019
$2899  $3429


