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BY COLIN MIXSON
This agency gets the job done — al-
most!

Department of Transportation em-
ployees last month installed much-
anticipated bike lanes on a stretch of 
Ninth Street in Park Slope — except for 
on the pavement beneath a lone parked 
car, which they simply painted around 
in order to fi nish laying the pedalers’ 
paths and new parking lanes beside 
them that separate cyclists from mov-
ing traffi c.

But the Transportation Depart-
ment, which last month  pulled a sim-
ilar workaround when it repaved a 
Downtown street except for a patch 
beneath a dumpster on the road , could 

have easily solved the problem instead 
of creating a new one, said locals, who 
blasted offi cials’ patchwork process.

“The city could have towed the car 
around the corner,” said Eric McClure, 
chairman of Community Board 6’s 
Transportation Committee. “It seems 
ridiculous to leave it there.”

And by completing the parking 
lane next to the bike lane between Sev-
enth and Eighth avenues without im-
mediately removing the red Subaru 
Forester, the agency only made a bad 
decision worse, according to another 
resident, who noted that other vehicles 
boxed in the car, preventing cyclists 
from safely cruising — and offi cials, 

BY COLIN MIXSON
A janitor for a Park Slope synagogue 
faces up to four years in prison for al-
legedly raping a female acquaintance 
during a booze-fueled night at the 
house of worship last month, accord-
ing to a law-enforcement source.

Cops cuffed the 27-year-old em-
ployee on Aug. 27 after the victim told 
police that she and the worker were 
drinking inside the Garfi eld Place 
temple of Congregation Beth Elohim 

Continued on page 14

Temple worker 
arrested for 

raping woman 
in holy house

MISSED A SPOT
Locals: DOT botched Slope bike lane due to parked car it could have moved

OOPS: City workers built a bike lane protected by other cars around this Subaru Forester 
parked on Ninth Street, inciting the ire of residents awaiting the new infrastructure.

Continued on page 14

A CNG Publication Vol. 38 No. 36 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

Spice girl!
A youngster waved the multicolored national fl ag of Grenada, known as the Isle of Spice, along the route of the 51st-annual West 
Indian Day Parade, which marched down Eastern Parkway on Monday and drew millions of spectators to the celebrate the best of 
Brooklyn’s Caribbean culture. For more from the parade, see page 3. Photo by Paul Martinka
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Beth Elohim employee 
faces four years in jail
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Hank heavens! 

The owner of Hank’s Sa-
loon announced she will move 
her beloved bar into a new 
Downtown home instead of 
permanently shuttering the 
honky-tonk hangout when it 
is forced from its current digs 
later this year.

“We’re looking forward to 
bringing our family over to a 
new corner,” Julie Ipcar said 
in an Aug. 27 Facebook post. 
“I feel lucky that we are able to 
continue with all that you ex-
pect from Hank’s.”

Ipcar pledged to reopen her 
saloon last November when 
she announced its landlord 
would soon boot it from the 
Third Avenue spot it occupied 
for decades, and afterwards 
honchos at barbecue joint 
Hill Country approached her 
about bringing it to the  Ad-
ams Street spaces  they  closed 
last December  ahead of their 

transformation into  a new 
food hall , she said.

“It was pretty much a no-
brainer when they asked if 
we wanted to move in,” Ipcar 
said. “We had been looking at 

spaces and really wanted to 
stay in our neighborhood.”

The proprietor’s new 
Hank’s at Hill Country itera-
tion will not be an exact rep-
lica of the century-old tavern 
where local Native American 
ironworkers used to imbibe 
and live-music fans fl ock to 
today, Ipcar said, but patrons 
can expect the shows to go on, 
not least because the barbecue 
bigwigs opened a  stage for live 
performances in their Brook-
lyn location  after debuting it 
in 2014.

“Hank’s Saloon at 46 Third 
Ave. will go down in history 
as a very special place. We’ll 
never be able to recreate it, nor 
should we,” she said. “We’re 
continuing to support live mu-
sic here in Brooklyn.”

The renovated Hill Coun-
try Food Hall is set to open 
as soon as this October, with 
the second coming of Hank’s 
debuting inside on its second 

fl oor shortly thereafter.
Customers will be able to 

enter the watering hole’s new 
location through a dedicated 
entrance inside the eatery, ac-
cording to Ipcar, who said the 
space will allow for upgrades 
including a larger dance fl oor 
that will give patrons even 
more room to cut a rug.

“I can’t wait to see it grow 
in ways that we could never 
do with the limitations at our 
current space,” she said.

And fans of Hank’s long-
time location —  including 
Brooklyn musician Andy 
Friedman, whose 2009 song 
“Freddy’s Backroom” pre-
dicted its development-incited 
demise following earlier fears 
that the bar would face the 
wrecking ball  — can still re-
turn for a farewell drink even 
after the new spot debuts, be-
cause Ipcar will keep the booze 
fl owing on Third Avenue until 
late December, she said.

BACK IN BUSINESS: Hank’s Saloon 
owner Julie Ipcar said she will re-
open her watering hole in a new 
Downtown spot later this year.

A cyclist cracked a semi smile 
while concentrating as he ped-
aled his one-wheeler across 
the Brooklyn Bridge during 
the ninth-annual New York 
City Unicycle Festival, which 
drew fans of the quixotic con-
traption to the borough for a 
13-mile ride from the span to 
Coney Island on on Aug. 31. The 
four-day festivities hosted by 
performers with the upstate-
based Bindlestiff Family Cirkus 
took unicycle fans across New 
York City, with another ride 
through the outer borough 
of Manhattan on Aug. 30, and 
more fun Governor’s Island on 
Sept. 1 and 2. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Look, ma, 
no hands!

Ready for another round
Hank’s Saloon will be reborn Downtown, owner says

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
Gi

ov
an

ni
ni

Mail: 
Courier Life
Publications, Inc., 
1 Metrotech Center North 
10th Floor, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 11201

General Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

News Fax: 
(718) 260-2592

News E-Mail: 
editorial@cnglocal.com

Display Ad Phone: 
(718) 260-8302

Display Ad E-Mail: 
jstern@cnglocal.com

Display Ad Fax: 
(718) 260-2579

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2555

Classified Fax: 
(718) 260-2549

Classified E-Mail: 
classified@cnglocal.com

INSIDE

Your entertainment
guide Page 39

HOW TO REACH US

Police Blotter ..........................8
Standing O ............................ 28
Letters .................................... 22
Rhymes with Crazy ............ 24

By Julianne Cuba

They’re straight outta country! 
A Brooklyn band that combines 

hip-hop and bluegrass will drop 
some down-home beats at the penulti-
mate Live at the Archway summer music 
session, under the Manhattan Bridge on 
Sept. 13. The two genres blend together 
as smooth as Kentucky bourbon, and have 
more similarities than you might think, 
said the self-proclaimed mastermind 
behind Gangstagrass.

“We’ve discovered that there is a lot 
of common ground on several levels that 
people don’t expect but are really there, in 
terms of having been developed originally 
in a community for people to jam togeth-
er,” said Rench, who lives in Kensington. 

Rench, a singer and guitar player, 
formed Gangstagrass about a decade ago, 
mixing together hip hop — a genre native 
to the Bronx — and bluegrass — a genre 
native to the Appalachian mountains. But 
despite the hundreds of miles that separate 
their origins, both stem from the same 
kind of stories, he said. 

“They share a lot of common narra-
tives in terms of outlaws, being on the run, 
trouble with the law, poverty, hardship,” 
said Rench. “Both tap into these narratives 
that resonate with people.”

Hip-hop and bluegrass both emphasize 
the art of freestyle, although they call 
it by different words — in hip-hop, it is 
known as cypher, and in bluegrass, it is 
called a pick, and as long as each musi-

cian knows the names, they can work 
together, said Rench.

“One of the important similarities [is a] 
very strong improvisational element. Once 
you translate the vocabulary, it really clicks 
into place,” he said. “Those two things are 
really essentially the same thing.”

Gangstagrass has a core group of about 
five musicians, but Rench has recruited 
a few more to play the show under the 
Brooklyn to Manhattan span, after scour-
ing both musical scenes for the best musi-
cians for the part. Potential players must 
have a particular personality in order to 
bridge the two genres, said Rench.

“People that have openness to see the 
connection, be interested and be enthusi-
astic in playing in this kind of combina-

tion, and having the skills to pull it off,” 
he said.

Watching Gangstagrass jam live is 
very different from listening to an album, 
according to Rench, because the band 
members will put their whole heart and 
soul into playing for the crowd and creat-
ing something new.

“Expect a lot of energy and connec-
tion — we really make it a party, in terms 
of bringing interaction and spontaneity to 
feel things with the crowd and get things 
going,” said Rench. “It’s gonna be good. 
It’s gonna be fun.”

Gangstagrass at Live at the Archway 
(Water Street between Anchorage Place 
and Adams Street in Dumbo, www.dumbo.
is). Sept. 13 at 6 pm. Free.

Gangastrass bridges rap and roots music

Hip hop hootenany!

Down-home homeboys: The 
Brooklyn band Gangstagrass, 
which combines hip hop and 
bluegrass, will play under the 
Manhattan Bridge on Sept. 13. 
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
This parade packed tons of Ca-
ribbean fl avor!

Millions of revelers queued 
up along Eastern Parkway 
on Monday for the 51st-an-
nual West Indian Day Parade, 
which offered spectators a 
feast for the eyes — and stom-
achs, according to a vendor 
who peddled homemade cui-
sine along the route.

“We were selling faster 
than we could make some of 
the food,” said Carol Warner, 
who traveled from Manhattan 
to plate her grub at the event.

Warner and her sister Ra-
mona Warner Alexander 
hawked delicacies from their 
native St. Kitts — including 
fi sh cakes, a sausage dish of 
black pudding, and a savory 
“goat water” stew — that the 
cooks spent hours prepar-
ing for  the affair’s more than 
three-million expected attend-
ees , many of whom came out 
looking for a taste of home, 
she said.

“Some of these recipes are 
tedious, but a lot of people 
don’t make it back a lot, so we 
wanted to bring that to them,” 
Warner said.

The sisters said they took 
their culinary turn at the pa-
rade fi ve years ago, after regu-
larly attending it as observers 
and sometime marchers with 
the mas-and-steel bands that 
process along the route, which 
runs along Eastern Parkway 
from Schenectady Avenue to 
Grand Army Plaza, where it 
proceeds on Flatbush Avenue 
towards Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens. 

This year, they stationed 
their booth on the parkway be-
tween Bedford and Franklin 
avenues — a prime position 
that drew folks coming and go-
ing via the nearby Franklin 
Avenue subway station, and 
plenty of St. Kitts expats as 
well, according to Warner.

“There was a lot of energy 
out there,” she said. “Kitti-
tians always come out and 
support everything we make.”

And although business 
boomed throughout the hours-
long festivities, the vendors 
made a point to step out from 
behind their cart and into the 
carnival celebration itself, 
which featured appearances 
by the Brooklyn-born Rev. Al 
Sharpton and pols including 

Gov. Cuomo and Mayor DeBla-
sio, who came with wife Chir-
lane McCray.

“Sometimes we would yell 
‘break!’ and start dancing for 
a while,” Warner said. “And 
our customers would dance 
with us.”

The fi rst marchers in the 
West Indian Day Parade be-
gan stepping around 11 am, 
but many of the day’s revel-
ers hit the streets far earlier 

for the annual J’Ouvert pa-
rade, which kicked off as dawn 
broke at 6 am under  height-
ened security that returned 
this year after the strict mea-
sures implemented in 2017 pre-
vented fatalities that plagued 
previous celebrations .

The beefed-up police pres-
ence — which included more 
than 3,500 offi cers, hundreds 
of fl oodlights, and more than a 
dozen checkpoints where offi -

cers confi scated large bags, al-
cohol, and weapons — led to no 
deadly incidents along its zig-
zagging route from Flatbush 
Avenue to Midwood Street for 
the second-straight year, but 
did not stop violent behavior 
entirely.

A shooter fi red a bullet into 
the buttock of a 25-year-old 
man on Nostrand Avenue be-
tween Prospect Place and St. 
Marks Avenue blocks from the 

festivities around 7:30 am, ac-
cording to cops, who said the 
victim was taken to Kings 
County Hospital for treatment 
and is in stable condition.

And hours earlier, two 
women were hit by gunfi re 
as they entered a Flatbush 
Avenue restaurant near the 
parade route in Prospect Lef-
ferts-Gardens around 2:30 am, 
the New York Daily News  re-
ported .

A cultural cornucopia
Costumes and cuisine delight spectators at annual Caribbean parade

CARNIVAL SPIRIT: (Clockwise, from top left) A parade-goer was all 
smiles showing off her pink-and-gold, bejeweled and feathered costume. 
Some masqueraders donned larger-than-life outfi ts that needed the sup-
port of wheels. Participants wore costumes as well as colored powder 
and oils while marching in an homage to the Caribbean region’s carnival 
culture. Ramona Warner Alexander, center in green, served revelers food 
from St. Kitts with the help of her sister and other friends and family. 
 Photos by Paul Martinka 
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re three new reasons to visit Fort 
Greene Park!

A Brooklyn artist on Aug. 25 un-
veiled her massive three-faced sculp-
ture in the neighborhood’s eponymous 
green space, the perfect location for 
the artwork she described as a tribute 
to the area’s black culture, she said.

“It’s in its home right now, it feels 
like it belongs,” said Tanda Francis, 
who used to live in nearby Clinton Hill 
before relocating to Park Slope.

Francis — who in 2016 wowed lo-
cals with an outsized effi gy of fellow 
Brooklynite and late hip-hop legend 
Biggie Smalls — created her new work, 
“Adorn Me,” to celebrate Fort Greene’s 
once vibrant black community, which 
she said is shrinking due to gentrifi ca-
tion and other changes in the enclave.

And the more than 14-foot statue, 
whose three visages feature elements 
of traditional African art and Victo-
rian- and colonial-era dress, is already 
enchanting locals who walk by it near 
the park’s entrance at Myrtle Avenue 
and Washington Park, according to 
Francis.

“I got to personally speak to ev-
erybody about how they felt about the 
piece as much as I could,” she said. “It’s 
defi nitely gratifying to actually have it 
out and fi nished.”

The sculpture will sit in the meadow 
for 11 months, during which the artist 
hopes to invite more residents to talks 
and other events that examine the 

piece and its deeper meaning.
“Something that is an open discus-

sion, to further strengthen the mes-
sage of the piece,” she said.

Department of Parks and Recre-
ation leaders  tapped Francis  and nine 
other artists to create pieces for green 
spaces throughout the fi ve boroughs, 
each of whom received $10,000 from 
clothing retailer Uniqlo to complete 
their works.

The artist is still searching for a 
permanent home for her piece follow-
ing its time in Fort Greene Park, she 
said.

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE: Tanda Francis will display her sculpture “Adorn Me” in Fort Greene 
Park for 11 months. Photo by Caroline Ourso

LOOKY HERE!: The piece sits near the 
meadow’s entrance at Myrtle Avenue and 
Washington Park. Photo by Caroline Ourso

Green space’s 
newest faces

Three-faced statue arrives in Ft. Greene Park
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Visit the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum to discover a legendary aircraft carrier, the space shuttle 

Enterprise, the world’s fastest jets and a guided-missile submarine.

IMAGINATION TAKES FLIGHT

PIER 86, W 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE, NYC

intrepidmuseum.org

2018 © Intrepid Museum Foundation. All Rights Reserved. Except as permitted 
under applicable law, this work may not be copied, published, disseminated, 
displayed, performed or played without permission of the copyright holder.   

SEPTEMBER ON INTREPID

ACCESS FAMILY PROGRAM
Submarines: Life Underwater
September 16
Learn about the submarine Growler and the life of 
a submariner. Families have the option to explore 
Growler or immerse themselves in the interactive 
exhibition Submerged. Free. Register in advance.
11:00am—Children ages 5–17
2:00pm—Teens (15+) and adults

September 20–23
Meet astronauts, explore exhibits by NASA, 
chat with our expert partners, stargaze on 
the ship and more during four days of 
out-of-this-world events at the Museum. 
Learn more at intrepidmuseum.org/space.

September 28
Sip drinks beneath the space shuttle Enterprise, 
hear talks about cutting-edge science, and see 
shows in our pop-up planetarium. Ages 21+. 
Free. Register in advance. 

EXHIBITIONS ON VIEW
Intrepid A to Z
A View from the Deep: the Submarine Growler & 
the Cold War
Don’t Be a Dilbert! U.S. Navy Safety Posters
Ports of Call

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The developer asking the city 
to rezone a swath of land in 
Boerum Hill to make way for 
its fi ve-building 80 Flatbush 
complex must reduce the size 
of the massive project by a 
third in order to gain the crit-
ical vote of the councilman 
whose district it would rise 
in, the pol told the Park Slope 
Courier.

“Right now I would like 
to see the scale of the project 
be decreased,” Boerum Hill 
Councilman Stephen Levin 
said on Aug. 29.

Dumbo-based Alloy De-
velopment’s proposed com-
plex would include two newly 
built 986- and 560-foot tow-
ers along with three rehabili-
tated buildings on a swath of 
land bounded by Flatbush and 
Third avenues and State and 
Schermerhorn streets. To-
gether, the structures would 
hold some 900 apartments, 200 
of which would be below-mar-

ket-rate, along with two new 
schools, and cultural and com-
mercial space.

But in order to break 
ground, the city must green-
light an upzoning that would 
nearly triple the plot’s allow-

able fl oor-area ratio — a zon-
ing measurement abbreviated 
as “far” that determines how 
high a structure can be rela-
tive to the size of the land it is 
on — from 6.5 to 18.    

And Levin, who  at a Coun-
cil hearing last month  told 
Alloy reps that the lot “ought 
to be transitional” between 
Downtown’s skyscrapers and 
Boerum Hill’s Brownstones, 
is urging the developer to 
redesign its scheme with a 
maximum far of 12 — the city-
wide cap for buildings with 
so-called affordable housing 
— during closed-door discus-
sions following the hearing, 
echoing modifi cations that  a 
local civic group  previously 
suggested to the builder.  

“The Boerum Hill Associa-
tion suggested decreasing to 
12 far and that seems reason-
able to me.” Levin said after a 
meeting with the developer on 
Aug. 27.

The pol recommended ax-

ing the complex’s commercial 
space as a way to reduce its 
density while keeping as many 
of its planned public benefi ts — 
which include a new 350-seat 
elementary school and much-
needed new classrooms for 
high schoolers enrolled at the 
Khalil Gibran International 
Academy, whose current an-
cient building is on the 80 Flat-
bush lot and would be restored 
for another use as part of Al-
loy’s original scheme.

“What I would like to see 
is a smaller project, poten-
tially eliminate commercial,” 
Levin said. “I’ve encouraged 
everybody to think about 

prioritizing the benefi ts.”
The councilman also asked 

both city offi cials and Alloy 
bigwigs for more details on 
what he called the “compli-
cated” fi nancial agreement 
they brokered in order for the 
builder to develop the shared 
public-private lot, he said.

Levin previously accused 
the Department of Educa-
tion of forcing him to make a 
Sophie’s Choice between the 
schools and the polarizing 
towers they would sit inside, 
blasting the agency for not be-
ing more proactive in bring-
ing more desks to his over-
crowded district during his 
eight years in offi ce.

But following that criti-
cism, Mayor DeBlasio, whose 
administration supports 80 
Flatbush, said it’s more im-
portant to build the complex 
as proposed and alleviate that 
overcrowding problem than 
bicker over what led to it.

“If something wasn’t built 
in the past, I don’t have a time 
machine. I’ve got to deal with 
today,” Hizzoner said during a 
sit-down with local media on 
Aug. 23.

A rep for Alloy declined to 
comment on whether it would 
act on Levin’s suggestions be-
fore Council’s vote on the re-
zoning, which is likely to hap-
pen on Sept. 14.

Cut down to size

LEVIN’S TWELVE: Boerum Hill 
Councilman Stephen Levin told 
builder Alloy Development to re-
duce the fl oor-area ratio of its pro-
posed 80 Flatbush complex from 18 
to 12 — making it a third smaller — in 
order to gain his key vote in favor 
of a rezoning necessary to break 
ground on the scheme.

TOO BIG: Levin previously argued 
the complex’s original design is 
out of context for its location. 
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B’Hill pol: 80 Flatbush must shrink by a third, 
get rid of commercial space, to win my vote
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www.BCprepCenter.org
bcpc@brooklyn.cuny.edu

718-951-4111
2900 Beford Avenue
234 Roosevelt Hall
Brooklyn, NY 11210

Music, Theater, Dance
& Filmmaking

Call /e-mail /visit our website for our class schedule and Fall registration!
Teen Division I Classes for the Very Young I Private lessons I Weekly Performances

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Mayor DeBlasio shouldn’t 
count on getting the  federal 
cash he needs  to roll out his 
beloved Brooklyn–Queens wa-
terfront trolley line — which 
he on Aug. 30 said will now 
cost more money, include less 
stops, and take years longer to 
build — the city’s lone Republi-
can congressman said.

“We have many more vi-
able projects that need fed-
eral funding — if I was the 
mayor, I wouldn’t be holding 
my breath,” said Bay Ridge 
Rep. Dan Donovan,  a pal of De-
Blasio critic President Trump , 
who would need to sign off on 
any future federal budget. 

Along with the commander 
in chief, Donovan and his fel-
low House Republicans, as 
well as their counterparts 
in the Senate, would dictate 
spending in a future budget 
given their majority. But Hiz-
zoner’s Brooklyn Queens Con-
nector streetcar isn’t likely to 
get federal green even if a blue 
wave hits Congress in Novem-

ber, according to a Democratic 
Williamsburg pol, who noted 
how Trump has yet to fulfi ll 
his promise of passing a mas-
sive infrastructure bill even 
with his party in control.

“Securing federal funding 
is harder under this adminis-
tration, which has promised 
an infrastructure package, 
but we haven’t seen it yet,” 
said Rep. Carolyn Maloney. 

DeBlasio fi rst announced 
plans for the Brooklyn Queens 
Connector streetcar  in 2016 , 
claiming that its then $2.5-bil-
lion price tag would be funded 
entirely by tax revenue gen-
erated by increased develop-
ment along its original 14-mile 
track, after a consortium of 
builders put together an ini-
tial proposal for the scheme.

But last week the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion revealed the project’s cost 
shot up to $2.73 billion, and 
that local offi cials want the 
Feds to kick-in more than $1 
billion towards the trolley af-
ter a much-anticipated study 

of the fi nancial model revealed 
a surge in construction alone 
won’t fully subsidize it.

The new price tag wasn’t 
the only change to the light-
rail plan following the study’s 
release. The city announced 
its original 14-mile track 
would shrink to 11 miles, skip-
ping Dumbo entirely, and ter-
minating in Red Hook instead 
of Sunset Park — likely a relief 
to the neighborhood’s Coun-
cilman Carlos Menchaca, who 
panned the project due to fears 
it  would accelerate displace-
ment in the already gentrify-
ing enclave . 

Construction is now slated 
to begin in 2024 — the year the 
trolley was initially meant 
to be up-and-running — and 
wrap in 2029, meaning work 
would almost certainly over-
lap with looming repairs to 
the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway’s triple cantilever, 
which are set to take place be-
tween 2021 and 2026 and  alone 
will cause massive headaches 
for commuters .

And new renderings of the 
streetcar — whose new route 
to Queens through Red Hook, 
Gowanus, Brooklyn Heights, 
Cobble Hill, Downtown, Wil-

liamsburg, and Greenpoint 
often mirrors that of the be-
low-ground G train — show it 
may require overhead cables 
to help power it, after previous 
iterations depicted a rail-only 
system. But mayoral spokes-
woman Jane Meyer said the 
city has “always explored” the 
overhead-cable option. 

Maloney, who helped se-
cure  $670 million to replace 
the old Kosciuszko Bridge  and 
$700 million to fi x the L train, 
said she won’t be pushing for 
cash for the trolley until she 
gets more details that con-
vince her of its benefi t.

“Clearly people need more 
transportation alternatives, 
and the BQX could alleviate 
concerns in transportation 
deserts, but the devil is in the 
details,” she said. “I would 
need more information.”

And even if the city does 
manage to score funds from 
the Feds, a slew of other transit 
projects — including improv-
ing bus service and ensuring 
enough alternative-transpor-
tation options are in place be-
fore the  L train’s Brooklyn–
Manhattan tube closes for 15 
months next April  — deserve 
the money before the street-
car, according to a spokesman 
for Maloney’s Democratic col-
league Rep. Nydia Velázquez, 

Trolley dodgers 
Feds to mayor: Don’t count on our cash for transit plan

SKEPTICAL: (From top) Reps. Dan 
Donovan, Carolyn Maloney, and Ny-
dia Velazquez shot down the idea 
that federal cash will go towards 
the Brooklyn Queens Connector.
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Introducing

855-251-3375  | spectrum.com
The best network. The best devices. The best value. 
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Party off
Offi cers apprehended a man who 

allegedly attacked his friend for re-
fusing to continue their night out as 
they were leaving a Fifth Avenue 
bar on Aug. 21.

The victim told police that he 
and the suspect were at the wa-
tering hole near Bergen Avenue 
around 1:24 am when his pal asked 
him to go to another bar. When he 
declined to go, the angry buddy re-
peatedly punched the victim, caus-
ing injuries to the right side of his 
face, cops said. When authorities ar-
rived, they arrested the 29-year-old 
suspect for the attack.

No longer employed
Cops on Aug. 23 busted a man 

who they said stole more than $6,000 
from a Flatbush Avenue department 
store over a period of time.

Police said the 26-year-old sus-
pect, a former employee of the store 
near Atlantic Avenue, stole money 
from a register on multiple occa-
sions between July 23 and Aug. 20, 
in addition to swiping a video game, 
taking a total of $6,049 in loot.

Bad customer
Police arrested a man for steal-

ing from a Third Street supermar-
ket on Aug. 25.

Cops said the suspect entered the 
store near Third Avenue around 
2:23 pm, placed several items under 
his arm, and left without paying. 
An employee noticed the theft and 
called authorities, who cuffed the 
guy minutes later, offi cers said.

All kicked out
A punk burglarized a Bergen 

Street business’s sign on Aug. 17.
The owner of the business near 

Flatbush Avenue told police that 
someone caused about $1,250 worth 
of damage to the placard. 

Shirt swiped
Some nogoodnik stole a pricey 

shirt from a package delivered to a 
Dean Street building sometime be-
tween Aug. 23 and 25.

The victim told police that when 
she retrieved the package from the 
lobby of the building near Fifth Av-
enue, she discovered that someone 
opened it and took the garment, ac-
cording to a report.

Not so fast
Cops arrested a suspect who they 

said stole from a Flatbush Avenue 
lingerie store on Aug. 22.

Offi cers said the suspect entered 
the store near Atlantic Avenue 
around 4 pm and tried to leave with-
out paying for the undergarments. 
Authorities later apprehended the 
41-year-old suspect at the scene, ac-

cording to a report. 

Young gun 
Police busted a teen for breaking 

into a Seventh Avenue restaurant 
on Aug. 21.

The suspect entered the eatery 
near Fourth Street through a closed 
cellar door around 3 pm and hid 
there for several minutes, before 
trying to take off with an estimated 
$126 worth of wine, according to a 
report. Cops later caught up with 
the 16-year-old, and also found him 
in possession of drugs.

— Alexandra Simon

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Subway sneak
A wretch snatched a woman’s 

purse from her on Fulton Street on 
Aug. 29, police said.

The victim told cops she was on 
a Manhattan-bound C train when 
she noticed the creep staring at her, 
and when she exited the train near 
S. Portland Avenue, he followed her 
up the stairs and grabbed her black-
and-beige Tanger bag containing 
her cellphone, identifi cation card, 
bank card, and wallet. 

What a witch! 
A tough hit a woman with a 

broom on Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion on Aug. 14, cops said. 

The victim told offi cers the crook 
tried to grab something from her 
food truck near Fleet Street around 
1 pm when the two started yelling 
at each other, and the malefactor 
grabbed a broom and started hit-
ting her with it. 

Caned
Cops cuffed a guy for hitting a 

Myrtle Avenue bodega employee 
with his cane on Aug. 29, police 
said.

The victim told offi cials the sus-
pect was mad about the price of a 
sandwich he ordered from the deli 
near Washington Park, and about 
how much meat was on it, so he 
asked for his money back around 
10 am. The worker refunded him, 
but threw a banana at him, and the 
suspect retaliated by whacking him 
with his cane in his arms, and tear-
ing down the candy stands inside 
the store, according to authorities. 

Data breach 
A crook stole a guy’s laptops 

and other electronics from his car 
parked on Cambridge Place some-
time overnight on Aug. 28, authori-
ties said. 

The victim told cops he parked 
his car near Greene Avenue around 
7:30 pm, and when he returned the 
next day at 10 am, he realized the 
good-for-nothing swiped his three 
MacBooks, records, and a Sonos 
Beam speaker.

The victim spotted some of his 
belongings on the ground and said 
he may have left his door unlocked, 
according to a report. 

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Attacked
A bruiser stole a guy’s bike and 

punched him in the face inside 
Brooklyn Bridge Park on Sept. 2, 
police said. 

The 50-year-old victim was sit-
ting on a bench inside the green 
space near Cadman Plaza West 
and Furman Street when the goon 
came up to him around 4:40 am and 
socked him in the face, splitting 
open his lip, and causing him to fall 
to the ground, authorities said. 

The brute then rode off with the 
guy’s 10-speed red bike, cops said. 

Street brawl 
A nogoodnik pushed a woman 

into a cart on Gold Street on Aug. 
23, police said. 

The villain shoved the victim 
into her shopping cart several times 
near Tillary Street around 5:15 pm, 
causing bruises and cuts to her left 
arm, according to authorities.

Stole his ride 
Some baddie stole a guy’s mo-

torcycle stowed on Schermerhorn 
Street on Sept. 1, offi cers said. 

The victim said he chained his 
2017 Yamaha to a mailbox near Hoyt 
Street around 4 am, and when he re-
turned to get it two hours later, it 
was gone, according to a report. 

Package prowler 
A crook swiped a bunch of pack-

ages from a Pacifi c Street apartment 
building on Aug. 28, police said. 

The jerk broke into the building 
near Hoyt Street a little before 6 am 
and ran out with a bunch of deliv-

ered packages, according to author-
ities.

Camera crook
A weasel snatched a woman’s 

camera from an Adams Street build-
ing on Aug. 26, police said. 

The victim told cops she placed 
her Nikon camera and lens on a 
bench inside the building near Pearl 
Street around 11 am, and someone 
grabbed it fi ve minutes later, ac-
cording to a report. 

— Julianne Cuba

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Monitor gone
Some snake took a woman’s e-

bike monitor from her bike left on 
Clinton Street between Aug. 17 and 
Sept. 4.

The victim told police that some-
one cut the handlebar Bike Swift 
display wires off her two-wheeler 
she left in her front yard near Sack-
ett Street sometime between 10 pm 
on Aug. 17 and 9:30 am on Sept. 4.

Burglar’s insurance
A thief raided a car parked on W. 

Ninth Street on Sept. 1.
The crook broke into the rear 

window of the vehicle near Colum-
bia Street at 2:30 pm and removed a 
child’s scooter, a pair of black sun-
glasses, and an Allstate insurance 
card, cops said.

Rec center theft
A sneak stole a man’s cellphone 

while he was practicing at a Bay 
Street recreation center on Aug. 27.

The victim told police that he put 
his iPhone 7 Plus down on a bench 
at the center near Henry Street at 
7 pm, and that it was missing upon 
his return at 8 pm.

Tommy Hilfi lcher
A looter swiped merchandise 

from an Atlantic Avenue clothing 
store on Aug. 27.

The marauder left the store near 
Clinton Street at 10:21 am without 
paying for several Tommy Hilfi ger 
shirts, a pair of Adidas leggings, and 
an Adidas bag, authorities said.

Stooping low
Cops cuffed a man on Sept. 1 who 

they said caused $4,000 worth of 
damage to a King Street stoop rail-
ing while breaking a bike lock on 
Aug. 4.

The man allegedly used a wrench 
at 4 pm to break open a U-lock, which 
was securing a matte gray VanMoof 
bicycle to the stoop railing near Van 
Brunt Street, thereby causing dam-
age to the railing. — Kevin Duggan
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The year-round program offers
presentations not just during
the academic year, but during
the Winter and Summer
breaks. Join now for $94.00
and your membership will run
until August 31, 2019.

Our Fall Session is about to
begin. Try something new or
pursue old interests. You can
take any or all offered classes.
There is no attendance re-
quirement, giving you the
freedom to try without a
commitment.

Brooklyn Lifelong Learning / 2900 Bedford Avenue
Visit our webpage at bll.brooklyn.cuny.edu or call the office at 718-951-5647

SENIOR MOMENTS
YOU WILL LOVE!

Stretch your mind all year-round with Brooklyn Lifelong Learning.
As a member, you can enjoy our wide range of classes as well as
other cultural and social events. Perfect for your retirement!

Only $94 for a year of opportunities! 

LOCATED ON THE BROOKLYN COLLEGE CAMPUS

Call 718-951-5647
BLL.brooklyn.cuny.edu

B R O O K LY N
L I F E L O N G
L E A R N I N G

Brooklyn Lifelong Learn-
ing (BLL), a non-profit or-
ganization located on the
Brooklyn College campus,
has been offering seniors op-
portunities for intellectual
stimulation and social 
interaction in a relaxed 
environment since 1977.    

Enjoy unlimited, non-
credit classes (no tests or
homework!), lectures and
access to concerts, cultural
events, trips and more for a
low, yearly fee.
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SPECIAL!

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

GREAT DEAL!

9/05 7AM -9/10 7PM
SALE STARTS 05 06 07 08 09 10

3 gu ys frombrook ly n .com

Bananas

Kirbys

Honey

Hass
Avocados

Chick Peas

Seedless Grapes

Red Peppers Hass Avocados

Grape Tomatoes Black Plums

¢¢8989lb.lb.

Roasted Eggplant Pulp

Gala Apples Broccoli Rabe
$$199199

ea.ea.

$$299299
16 oz. jar16 oz. jar

¢¢6969lb.lb.

¢¢8989lb.lb.

¢¢9999lb.lb.

¢¢9999pint
pkg.
pint
pkg.

$$33forfor22
23.6 oz.23.6 oz.

$$129129
lb.lb.

$$159159
lb.lb.

¢¢5959lb.lb.

¢¢7979
15.5 oz15.5 oz

$$55forfor55

Challah
Bread

$$229229
15 oz.15 oz.

Walnuts
$$129129

24 oz.24 oz.

Dill Pickles
$$499499

lb.lb.
PARVE

BY COLIN MIXSON
These kids are a cut above!

A Brooklyn Nets player 
treated dozens of pint-sized 
basketball fans to free back-
to-school haircuts at a Clinton 
Hill barbershop on Aug. 30, be-
fore sending them home with 
brand-new supplies — and 
swag — for the year of learn-
ing ahead.

“He gave out book bags with 
hats, headbands, wrist bands, 
pencils, rulers, notebooks, and 
trading cards,” said mom Jan-

ice Campbell, whose 5-year-
old son James got his ears low-
ered at the event.

Net Jarrett Allen, who 
joined the Brooklyn team 
last year, invited roughly 50 
kindergartners to get trims 
at Levels Barbershop, where 
stylists shaved tricked-out de-
signs, including stars and Bat-
man and Superman logos, into 
their tiny heads.  Following 
the cuts, the 6-foot-11-inch ath-
lete joined the students from 
East New York’s Imagine Me 

Leadership Charter School for 
a pizza lunch, regaling them 
with stories about his rise to 
National Basketball Associa-
tion stardom — and signing 
anything on hand, including 
napkins and paper plates, ac-
cording to Levels’s chief bar-
ber.

“He talked to them, they 
asked questions, and whatever 
the kids wanted him to sign, 
he signed,” said the shop’s co-
owner Denorval Parks. “He 
was a very good host.”

Net treats kids to new ‘dos

GOOD HAIR DAY: (From left) Trayvon Matthews got his ears lowered dur-
ing the event at Levels Barbershop in Clinton Hill. Isaiah Jones showed 
off his fresh cut compliments of the athlete. James Campbell kicked it 
with Brooklyn Nets star Jarrett Allen after his free haircut. 
 Photos by Jordan Rathkopf 
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Why will 

you 

walk? 

2018  
Brooklyn Heart Walk 

Sunday, September 16 

MCU Park, Coney Island 

Event Sponsors 

Media Sponsor 

Walk with us: 

www.BrooklynHeartWalk.org 

For more information, visit

NYC.gov/EmergencyManagement
or call 311.

Free preparedness fairs, events and workshops 
throughout the five boroughs

Pet and service animal preparedness at 
Columbus Park in Brooklyn on Saturday, Sept. 22

 
Family day at the Staten Island

Children’s Museum on Saturday, Sept. 29

and much more!

Join NYC Emergency Management to learn how to 
prepare for all types of emergencies.

September is National Preparedness Month!

Activities throughout September:

An inclusive Montessori school 
for children 2 - 6 serving the 

Park Slope / Gowanus
community for forty years.

277 3rd Avenue
(bet. Carroll & President Streets)

Call to schedule a preschool tour

718-499-5667
www.rivendellnyc.org/admissions.html

Rivendell School
Rivendell School provides a warm,
creative environment where children

develop independence, respect for each
other, and a lifelong love of learning.
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G service cut all weekends in Sept.
BY JULIANNE CUBA

O em G!
Metropolitan Transportation Au-

thority bigwigs will stop G-train ser-
vice between Bedford-Stuyvesant and 
Queens every weekend this month, 
and one more in November, accord-
ing to information from Community 
Board 2.

Straphangers who ride the Brook-
lyn Local will be forced to hop on buses 
to reach stops between Bedford-Nos-
trand Avenues and Court Square from 
9:45 pm on Fridays through 5 am on 
Mondays on weekends including Sept. 
7–10, 14–17, 21–24, and Sept. 28–Oct. 1. 

And subways will again be replaced 
with shuttle buses between those  

same stops on Nov. 2–3.
Transit leaders are suspending 

service to upgrade stations that will 
temporarily close, and perform track 
maintenance, according to the author-
ity, which said G trains will run be-
tween Bedford-Nostrand Avenues and 
Church Avenue on those weekends.

The G-train closures will not over-
lap with any of the  14 weekends the au-
thority is suspending L-train service 
between Myrtle-Wyckoff Avenues and 
Manhattan  for track work ahead of the 
so-called “L-pocalypse” next April. 
The mini L closures resume Oct. 5–8, 
and continue on all weekends that 
month, as well as some in November, 
February, March, and April.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
A boozy seltzer maker’s attempt to 
peddle free bicycles to Brooklynites 
who will be affected by the L train clo-
sure descended into a disarray that re-
called city and state offi cials’  attempts 
to manage the looming transit crisis 
itself , according to a local who didn’t 
walk away with a two-wheeler.

“You could compare it to what hap-
pened yesterday — nobody did a lot of 
planning, or thought things through,” 
said Jenifer Rosenberg, who lives in 
Greenpoint and rides the L train daily. 
“It was just really badly organized.”

Rosenberg swung by  the giveaway  
— for which, bubbly-beverage bottler 
Spiked Seltzer handed out free bicy-
cles at 5:30 pm on Aug. 28 through Aug. 
30 to the fi rst 20 people with proof of 
Kings County residency standing in a 
line near its Wythe Avenue billboard 
— on Aug. 29 around 3 pm. 

But she left an hour later after be-
ing told her she wouldn’t receive any 
of the bikes, which instead went to oth-
ers who had friends wait in line for 
them or left bags on the sidewalk to 
hold their places in line, according to 
the Greenpointer, who said organizers 
didn’t show up to oversee the process 
until about an hour and a half before 
the handouts began. 

“People brought friends and cut the 
entire line,” Rosenberg said. “Also, the 
people who organized it showed up at 4 
pm, rather than monitoring the situa-

tion during the day.”
But another Kings Countian who 

rode away on one of the shiny new blue 
or white two-wheelers thanked big-
wigs of the Connecticut-based brand 
for providing him with a way to get 
around that he said is more effi cient 
than any option offered by the state-
run Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority.

“Now I have this means of trans-
portation that’s safe, quick, and reli-
able, unlike what the MTA was provid-
ing me,” Carl Guthwin  told  News 12.

Wheel disappointment
Local: Seltzer brand’s bike giveaway fell fl at

FREE MAN: Wayne Free took home a new 
bike on Aug. 28 when Spiked Seltzer handed 
out the two-wheelers to a handful of lucky 
Brooklynites. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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whose district includes many of the 
streetcar’s Brooklyn stops.

“The congresswoman is focused 
on addressing immediate transporta-
tion challenges, like establishing an 
enhanced B71 bus route that helps Red 

Hook, and expanding alternatives for 
commuters affected by the L train clo-
sure,” said Alex Haurek.

The city plans to begin an envi-
ronmental review for the Brooklyn 
Queens Connector project this winter, 
ahead of sending the scheme through 
the Uniform Land Use Review Proce-
dure in 2020, one year before DeBlasio 
concludes his second term as mayor.

TROLLEY
Continued from page 6 
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1-917-246-2888.
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or its owner, from easily re-
moving it.

“They couldn’t move it if 
they wanted to!” said Sloper 
Robert Levine. “It doesn’t 
make sense.”  

Transportation Depart-
ment workers on Aug. 24 be-
gan painting the new Ninth 
Street lanes between Prospect 
Park West and Third Avenue 
as part of a  project to make the 
road safer  after a driver  hit 
and killed two kids crossing it 
at Fifth Avenue in March .

But the Subaru’s owner — 
whom Gothamist revealed is 
Women’s Health magazine ed-
itor Liz Plosser following its 
 initial report  on the car’s prob-
lematic parking — claimed in 
a since-deleted social-media 
post that offi cials didn’t pro-
vide enough notice of their 
work on the street where she 
stowed her ride before leaving 
town on vacation.

“Just learned that our car 
is parked atop a brand-new 
bike line, which the city cre-
ated 48 hours after we left 
town for a week-long vacation 
(naturally with no warning, 
signage),” read the caption of 
her Instagram post.

Transportation Depart-

ment spokesman Brian 
Zumhagen, however, claimed 
the city posted notices about 
the job they day before it be-
gan — but whether Plosser saw 
signs or not, the agency should 
have towed the car in order to 
complete its work, according 
to another Brooklynite.

“Even if she had a perfectly 
good excuse and made an hon-
est mistake, why wouldn’t you 
tow the car where you had to 
do the work?” said Stanley 
Greenberg, a member of cy-
cling-advocacy group Trans-
portation Alternatives who 
lives in Prospect-Lefferts Gar-
dens.

In July, when this news-
paper asked transportation 
offi cials how they would fi x 
the spot on Boerum Place 
they didn’t pave because of 
the dumpster, employee Paul 
Sharp of the agency’s pave-
ment-management unit said 
the Transportation Depart-
ment — which is responsible 
for issuing permits for such 
receptacles —  would require 
the dumpster’s owner to pay to 
fi nish the job .

But a rep did not answer 
when asked if offi cials will 
similarly charge Plosser to 
complete the new bike lane, 
which was Subaru-free when 
this newspaper returned to 
check on it on Sept. 4.

in the early hours on Aug. 
4, when the man forced him-
self on her sometime after 2 
am, ignoring her repeated 
demands that he stop.

Prosecutors slapped the 
defendant, who is currently 
out on $7,500 bail, with 
charges including a top 
count of third-degree rape, 
the source said. 

The woman was not a 
member of the  progressive 
Reform congregation , ac-
cording to a Jewish Tele-
graphic Agency  report , 
which said the synagogue’s 
leaders informed its mem-
bers that the janitor was 
booted from his job on the 
temple’s maintenance staff 
in an e-mail they sent to 
congregants last week.

“We are angry and sad-
dened by what happened. We 
are committed to the safety 
and security of everyone in 
our buildings, and this act 
violated that commitment,” 
the e-mail read. 

Neither Congregation 
Beth Elohim Rabbi Rachel 
Timoner nor a lawyer for 
the defendant could imme-
diately be reached for com-
ment.

Continued from page cover

BIKE LANE
Continued from cover

TEMPLE

Teal everyone!
Pamela Esposito-Avery, a co-founder of Windsor Terrace’s Teal 
Ovarian Cancer Community Center, beamed as offi cials lit Coney 
Island’s Parachute Jump teal on Sept. 1 ahead of the group’s 10th-
annual 5K walk-run in Prospect Park on Sept. 8.
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53 lbs gone!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
      myfatlossexpert.com

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!
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PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDE 

Meet astronauts, explore exhibits by NASA, chat with scientists 
and innovators, stargaze on the ship and more during four days 
of out-of-this-world events at the Museum.

All U.S. military and veterans receive free admission to the Museum. Activities on Pier 86 are free to the public. The Museum is wheelchair 
accessible and all major presentations will be held in spaces with an induction loop system. Additional accommodations such as 
specialized seating, ASL interpreters or large print can be arranged with advance notice (one week preferred). To request accessibility 
accommodations, contact access@intrepidmuseum.org.

LIVE PERFORMANCES
• Public Service Broadcasting

British rock group performs beneath the space shuttle
• Andrew Dawson

Movement and music reimagining the Voyager missions

...AND MORE!
• Family Astronomy Night
• Movie Night on the Flight Deck
• Defying Gravity: Women in Space

A mixed reality experience designed by Microsoft
takes guests through women’s pivotal contributions 
to space exploration.

PANEL DISCUSSIONS
by NASA & other experts

• James Webb Space Telescope 
• Voyager Missions
• Science aboard the ISS

PRESENTATIONS
• NASA Astronauts

Current and former female astronauts
• Richard Garriott

SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy Launch
• Tim Jarvis & Richard Garriott

Human Drive to Explore the Unknown
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SAVE

40%
ON ADMISSION

NYC RESIDENTS

PIER 86, WEST 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE, NYCINTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG/SPACE
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Mayor DeBlasio refused to say if he 
will stop his daily cross-city com-
mutes to work out at the Prospect 
Park YMCA after he blasted the 
gym’s staff for allegedly violating a 
transgender person’s civil rights.

A mayoral spokesman repeatedly 
dodged questions about whether Hiz-
zoner will curtail his beloved pas-
time of traveling 11 miles from his 
Manhattan digs to the Ninth Street 
facility following the transmascu-
line nonbinary person’s report of be-
ing kicked out of its locker rooms, in-
stead insisting this newspaper focus 
on steps the city will take to prevent 
future incidents.

“[NYC Commission on Human 
Rights] is going to train the staff 
[at the Prospect Park YMCA] to en-
sure it doesn’t happen again. That’s 
what’s important here. Thanks,” said 
Eric Phillips.

The Prospect Park YMCA came 
under fi re after BuzzFeed reporter 
Branson LB, whose gender was as-
signed woman at birth, published a 
fi rst-person account on Aug. 30 that 

described their “humiliation” after 
 employees forced them out of two 
locker rooms on separate occasions 
last month .  

Branson reported the incidents 
to the city’s Human Rights Commis-
sion, claiming their treatment vio-
lated the provision of the New York 
City Human Rights Law —  which 
then Councilman DeBlasio voted for 
in 2002  — that entitles a gender non-
conforming person to use facilities 
consistent with their identity. 

And Phillips  told a separate Buzz-
Feed reporter  that what happened to 
Branson was “unacceptable” follow-
ing initial news of the incidents, but 
again ignored queries about whether 
his boss would boycott the gym in the 
aftermath.

DeBlasio, a former Park Slope 
resident who represented the neigh-
borhood in Council, has continued 
to patronize his one-time local gym 
— often under escort by police mo-
torcade — since moving into Gra-
cie Mansion in 2014, leading crit-
ics to blast his habit as wasting 
taxpayer money and unnecessarily 

polluting the air.
But the mayor insists on working 

out at the Prospect Park YMCA be-
cause it is where he feels most com-
fortable, his reps have said in the 
past.

“He is staying close to the com-
munity where he raised his family, 
and where he has lived for 20 years,” 
spokesman Wiley Norvell  told this 
newspaper  in 2015.

The same can’t be said for Bran-
son, however, who wrote that al-
though they will continue to patron 
the gym, they now feel out of place in 
all of its locker rooms.

“The truth is, I don’t feel comfort-
able in any of these spaces,” Branson 
wrote.

YMCA bigwigs are investigating 
Branson’s allegations of civil-rights 
abuse, according to a rep, who con-
fi rmed employees at the Prospect 
Park branch will be trained to ac-
commodate the needs of transgender 
patrons.

“The YMCA deeply regrets that a 
member felt unwelcome at one of our 
branches,” said spokesman Erik Op-

sal. “The YMCA is also partnering 
with the NYC Commission on Hu-
man Rights to provide training to 
our staff as part of our ongoing com-
mitment to being a safe, inclusive, 
and welcoming space for everyone 
we serve.”

NO COMMENT: Mayor DeBlasio, seen here 
outside his beloved Prospect Park YMCA in 
2014, refused to say whether or not he would 
stop working out at the gym after a trans-
gender patron claimed its staffers violated 
their civil rights on two separate occasions 
last month. File photo by Elizabeth Graham

Outraged, but not out
Mayor condemns, but won’t comment on quitting, Slope YMCA 

after employee allegedly violates trans patron’s civil rights

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
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rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA 
accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money MarketMMMMMMMMMooooooooonnnnneeeeeeeeyyyyyyyyyyyyy MMMMMMMMMMaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrkkkkkkkkkeeeeeeeeettttttttt

2.00%
$100,000 minimum depositimimummumm depdepdep deposiositositosit

APY1

9-Month 
Certificate of DepositCCCeeeeeerrrrrrrrttttttttttiiiiiiiiiifififififififififificccccccaaattttteeeeeee oooooooffffffff DDDDDDDDDDeeeeeeeeepppppppppppooooooossssiiitt

2.40%
$5,000 minimum depositmmumum dm dddeposeposposepositititit

APY2



COURIER LIFE, SEPT. 7–13, 2018 17  DT

P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

www.GreenHouseCafe.com
718-989-8952

Weekend Brunch
Sat. & Sun.

Unlimited Brunch Cocktails 
Appetizer

Entree
Dessert & Coffee

$2900
 Per Person Plus Tax & Gratuity

7721 3rd 718-989-8951

Free Delivery

$1295 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree & a Treat

Private Party
Rooms

Event Space Holds 25-100+ Guests

Engagements
Bridal/Baby Showers

BY JAMES HARNEY
These folks know that a 
healthy heart is as easy as a 
walk in the park!

More than 1,000 do-good-
ers are expected to fl ock to 
MCU Park on Sept. 16 for the 
American Heart Associa-
tion’s fourth-annual Brooklyn 
Heart Walk, which kicks off 
at 10 am at the Coney Island 
home of the beloved Brooklyn 
Cyclones.

Walkers in the family-
friendly fund-raiser will 
stroll through the ballpark 
and along the Coney Island 
Riegelmann Boardwalk to 
promote physical activity as 
part of a heart-healthy life-
style, according to an orga-
nizer, who said the event will 
also include free screenings, 
CPR demonstrations, expert 
cardiovascular advice, a kids’ 
zone, giveaways, and good-for-
you grub.

“Through education, and 

with encouragement and our 
collective spirit, we as a com-
munity can take that giant 
step toward our own heart 
health while inspiring oth-
ers to do the same. The 2018 
Brooklyn Heart Walk is an 
opportunity to take that fi rst 
step,” said Kathy Kauffmann, 
American Heart Association 
senior vice president for New 
York City and Long Island.

Heart disease and stroke 
are two of the leading health 
threats to all Americans, ac-
cording to the association, 
and many participants walk 
to support or honor loved ones 
affected by those conditions, 
or congenital heart defects.

One such walker will be Cy-
clones assistant general man-
ager Gary Perone, the event 
chairman of the 2018 Brook-
lyn Heart Walk, who plans to 
step in honor of his father, who 
died in March 2017 after a long 
battle with heart disease.

“Heart disease remains 
the number-one killer of New 
Yorkers,” Perone said. “Unfor-
tunately, my family and I have 
been personally affected by it. 
This cause is very personal to 
me.”

Perone’s father — also 
named Gary — underwent 
triple bypass heart surgery at 
49-years-old, survived a mas-
sive heart attack years later, 
and endured multiple opera-
tions and treatments after 
that before succumbing at age 
71, he said.

And participating in this 
year’s walk is a step towards 
helping people like his dad, 
and their families, cope with 
such conditions, according to 
Perone, who encouraged folks 
from the borough and beyond 
to come stride beside him at 
the event.

“On behalf of my family 
and the Brooklyn Cyclones, 
I welcome everyone to join 

me on Sept. 16 at MCU Park,” 
he said. “Let’s walk to build 
healthier lives, free of cardio-
vascular diseases and stroke. 
Let’s walk for our loved ones.”

The American Heart As-
sociation will use the funds 
raised through the walk to fi -
nance scientifi c research, con-
duct public and professional 
education programs, and ad-
vocate for public health.

This year’s Brooklyn Heart 
Walk is sponsored by the Cy-
clones, the New York Mets 
Foundation, and the Ameri-
can Heart Association of New 

York City’s “Life is Why” 
sponsor, Mount Sinai Heart. 
And Community News Group, 
the parent company of this 
publication, is the 2018 media 
sponsor.

Fourth-annual Brooklyn 
Heart Walk at MCU Park (1904 
Surf Ave. between W. 16th 
and W. 17th Streets in Coney 
Island). Sept. 16; event regis-
tration begins at 9 am. Free. 
Participants who raise a mini-
mum of $100 are eiligible for a 
t-shirt. For more information, 
visit  www.brooklynheartwalk.
org .

Heart and stroll
Do-gooders step through Coney to raise 

money, awareness for heart health

BIG-HEARTED: Participants were all smiles in Cadman Plaza Park during 
last year’s Brooklyn Heart Walk, a family-friendly fund-raiser that the 
American Heart Association is restaging on Sept. 16 in Coney Island. 
 American Heart Association
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Mayor DeBlasio shouldn’t count 

on getting the federal cash he needs 

to roll out his pet Brooklyn–Queens 

waterfront trolley line — which he 

says will now cost more money, in-

clude less stops, and take years lon-

ger to build — the city’s lone Repub-

lican congressman said (“Feds to 

mayor: Don’t count on our money 

for your trolley,” by Julianne Cuba, 

online Sept. 4).

“We have many more viable proj-

ects that need federal funding — if I 

was the mayor, I wouldn’t be hold-

ing my breath,” said Bay Ridge Rep. 

Dan Donovan, a pal of DeBlasio 

critic President Trump, who would 

need to sign off on any federal bud-

get. Many readers seemed to agree:

I remember seeing these things 
called “b-u-s-e-s.” You don’t have to 
jackhammer the streets and destroy 
mom-and-pop businesses to use the 
“bus” things. Wilbur D. Horse 

 from Froggs Neck

Good for the Feds. We don’t need 
another boondoggle for DeBlasio-fa-
vored contractors. Mustache Pete 

 from Windsor Terrace

Let’s be realistic: It’s not going to 
happen during the Trump Adminis-
tration. Keep in mind that every new 
public transportation project must 
require federal funds. 

The Hunkster from Bed-Stuy

I’m surprised this idea isn’t dead 
already even though it was a lost 
cause from the start. Tal Barzilai 

 from Pleasantville, NY

Hunkster: “Every new public 
transportation project requires fed-
eral funds.” Why? Is that a rule or 
just an acknowledgement that New 
York City can’t provide public trans-
portation to its citizens without a con-
tribution from North Dakota et al.? 

Gary from Fort Greene

The thought of squandering bil-
lions of dollars on the BdB boondog-
gle while the BQE is on the verge of 
collapse is enough to make any sane 
person vote for Trump. 

Henry Ford from Bay Ridge

Ahem. This BQX scam (develop-
ers’ fantasy) has been dead from Day 
One. But don’t scare the mayor by 
telling him. He’s still dreaming of 
Iowa. Or something. Not the taxpay-
ers, surely (millions squandered). 

Blogger Bill from Boerum Hill

If it was a light rail elevated sys-
tem, I’d be for it. But not a glorifi ed 
trolley line where we’d have to stop 
on the red; this is why we have buses.
 BodegaBart from Canarsie Pier

Indeed, we should improve this 
area’s bus service. Riverfront street-
cars are dreams of the super rich. Let 
a group of multi-billionaires fully 
fund this project, or fuhgeddaboudit!
 SCR from Realityville

I really wish people were less igno-
rant about transportation infrastuc-
ture. Trolleys and streetcars are NOT 
the same as buses. Buses are NOT 
the same as trolleys and streetcars. 
Trolleys and streetcars are found in 
cities all over the world. Twenty-fi rst 
century, street-grade rail isn’t the 
trolleys of the 1930s. Signaling and 
light-priority isn’t the same as the 
1930s (even if it still is underground 
in large swathes of the MTA).

Tyler from pps

The developer asking the city to 

rezone a swath of land in Boerum 

Hill to make way for its fi ve-build-

ing 80 Flatbush complex must re-

duce the size of the massive proj-

ect by a third in order to gain the 

critical vote of Councilman Stephen 

Levin, whose district it would rise 

in (“B’Hill pol: 80 Flatbush must 

shrink by a third, lose commercial 

space, to get my vote,” by Julianne 

Cuba, online Aug. 31).

In order to break ground, the city 

must green-light an upzoning that 

would nearly triple the plot’s allow-

able fl oor-area ratio — which deter-

mines how high a structure can be 

relative to the size of the land it is 

on — from 6.5 to 18. Levin says no, 

and commenters weighed in, too:

Very disappointing that Levin is 
prioritizing wealthy property-own-
ers and their community garden over 
the needs of the rest of his district 
and the city as a whole. 

Mike from Williamsburg

Tap tap … is this thing on? Shame-
less Alloy should go with the zoning 
as it exists and not one inch more. 
That’s my fi rm position. And I with 

50-plus neighbors from Downtown 
were out on Flatbush in rush-hour 
traffi c yesterday picketing to oppose 
this evil developer. To the mayor and 
Board of Education: build the site out 
100 percent with schools. Plan ahead, 
for heaven’s sake. Failed planning is 
no justifi cation for absurd and insult-
ing development as in 80 Flatbush. 

Blogger Bill from Boerum Hill

Steve Levin sounds as weak as 
ever. Sounds like he’ll be voting 
for this luxury project because the 
mayor wants him to. 

Frank from Ft. Greene

Levin can always be counted on 
to sell out for a big luxury project, be-
cause he’s a progressive, for the poor, 
and against corporations, which is 
why a couple of schools are baked in. 

Levin can say he wishes they 
didn’t come with a thousand-foot sky-
scraper, but they do, so he’s going to 
approve. Sasha from Fort Greene

New York City already has a num-
ber of luxury apartment towers that 
can barely sell, despite the processes 
it took to get them built, and are seen 
as a major glut, so I don’t see how this 
one will be any different. 
 Tal Barzilai 

 from Pleasantville, NY

This project needs to be fully de-
nied any zoning change. They bought 
a property with a FAR 6, asked for 
FAR 18, fully knowing they’d only get 
FAR 12 approved. It’s what they al-
ways wanted — they’re getting what 
they wanted. This is a shady deal! 

Jon from Park Slope

It’s depressing that a small group 
of loud people could ruin this for ev-
eryone. Look at LICH for some real-
ity. This developer will build two 
100-percent luxury towers as of right 
with zero affordable housing or com-
munity benefi ts (school, etc.) if the 
zoning change is made worthless. 

BrooklynLove from Fort Greene

Levin, What are you thinking? 
Last thing we need is another luxury 
tower with no jobs. We need the com-
mercial space, not the luxury resi-
dential or fake affordable housing. 
Commercial space houses companies 
which in turn house good-paying 
jobs. Having more good-paying jobs 
for New Yorkers is more important 
than luxury housing. Think about it, 
how many people does a luxury res-
idential building employ vs. a com-

mercial building of the same size?? 
So scrap the luxury housing and keep 
the offi ce-retail component. Down-
town has lost more than one million 
square feet of offi ce space since the 
rezoning, by conversion to residen-
tial or demolition to residential. This 
in turn has shrunk the available 
space for companies, doctors, law-
yers, not-for-profi ts, etc. — and jobs. 
Asking to cut the commercial part of 
80 Flatbush shows you don’t under-
stand the full dynamics, economics, 
and importance of Downtown as the 
city’s third business district. 
 David D from Midwood

The school nonsense is a red her-
ring. There will be enough additional 
kids introduced to the neighborhood 
living in these monsters to fi ll up the 
“new” school. The older one that’s 
being revamped is already fi lled. So 
there’s actually no net gain in terms 
of additional school slots for those 
living in the community. But then 
of course the Mayor and the develop-
ers have had a lot of experience lying 
with statistics; they’ve been doing it 
for years, manufacturing illusions 
like “a new school, and affordable 
housing” to get donor-developers 
what they want. Jim 

 from Fort Greene

Market-Rate: Get those two words 
into your head. This isn’t a luxury 
development, no part of it is unless 
you are saying that Boerum Hill is 
luxury, and while that isn’t a far-
fetched claim, by NYC standards, I 
cannot give that to you guys. The of-
fi cial website says market-rate, right 
when you go to it, that’s among the 
fi rst things you see. Reasonably, in a 
development like this, only the pent-
houses, and a few fl oors below that 
would rate as luxurious most likely. 
But let’s look at what’s going in: New 
facilities for an international school, 
plus a brand-new elementary school, 
200 affordable houses, 722 market-
rate apartments, a new cultural cen-
ter, retail as always, and commer-
cial–offi ce space. And to you guys, 
the fact that it’s too tall beats that out. 
Depriving 922 lower and middle-class 
families housing just so you can keep 
your views and your light that you’ll 
retain after 10 am is just messed up. 

This building tackles overcrowd-
ing in schools and the housing crisis 
at once. Is it most effective? Maybe 
not, but it surely is a step in the right 
direction. You guys are truly con-
ceited and delusional.  

 AC from Upper West Side

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Rep: Federal cash funding trolley is pure folly
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Sirico’s offers you a variety of Dinner, Cocktail,  
and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair. 

We can create any theme for your occasion with unique  
LED lighting options and special decor packages.

CATERERS
Bridal Expo 

Wed. 
October 24th 

@ 6:30pm

We are now taking reservations for private and corporate Holiday Parties
8015/23 13th Avenue • Dyker Heights • Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net
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H aving arrived in New 
York as a young adult 
and not a bouncing bun-

dle of joy, I missed out on what 
seems to be the crucial forging 
of a real New Yawker:  Playing 
ringolevio  with my friends on 
a summer night. 

In fact, I am still not sure 
how you play ringolevio, or 
even how to spell it. All I know 
is: If you did play it as a kid, 
you will remember it until 
your dying day as your fond-
est memory ever. Unless that 
fondest memory was stickball. 
Or double Dutch.

The fact that our memories 
— and loyalties, and maybe 
even our personalities — are 
formed while playing should 
hint at just how important it 
is. But since “play” is the op-
posite of “work,” it hasn’t got-
ten a lot of respect as an im-
portant activity.

Until these past few weeks.
Now, fi nally, playing 

is kale, sunshine, and Ad-
vanced-Placement History all 
together.

First came the American 
Academy of Pediatrics report 
that aimed a Nerf Blaster at the 
current practice of forcing kids 
to spend all their school time 

on classwork, and all their af-
ter-school time on homework. 
That is backwards, said the 
good doctors. What kids need 
is more free time after school, 
and more recess while in it. In 
fact, said pediatrician Michael 
Yogman, “We’re recommend-
ing that doctors write a pre-
scription for play, because it’s 
so important.” 

That goes double for kids 
in pre-K: “Instead of focusing 
solely on academic skills, such 
as reciting the alphabet, early 

literacy, using fl ash cards, en-
gaging with computer toys, 
and teaching to tests (which 
has been overemphasized to 
promote improved test re-
sults), cultivating the joy of 
learning through play is likely 
to better encourage long-term 
academic success,” according 
to the report. 

It may seem as if learning 
to read as young as possible 
is the key to becoming Bill 
Gates, but it is really more im-
portant for kids to learn how 
to build with blocks, play tag, 
or pretend to be a lion. Once 
they fi nd something so fun 
that they “work” to make it 
happen, they’re learning fo-
cus, creativity, perseverance, 
and initiative. 

Even rough-and-tumble 
play is important, say the doc-
tors: When kids roughhouse, 
they learn how not to go too far 
because then the game is over 
— the pummeled kid quits. So 
the tusslers have to learn how 
to keep everyone happy to con-
tinue playing. 

Grown-ups call this “empa-
thy.” 

Mother Nature knew that 
these social skills are tough 
to learn, which is why she in-

stalled the play drive. 
Now, in addition to the Pe-

diatrics report comes a new 
book by New York Univer-
sity Business Prof. Jonathan 
Haidt and Greg Lukianoff, 
head of the Foundation for 
Individual Rights in Educa-
tion. In “The Coddling of the 
American Mind,” they set 
out to discover why college 
kids are having a harder time 
these days. Visits to mental 
health services are skyrock-
eting, and not just because the 
stigma of seeking help has de-
creased. An unprecedented 25 
percent of all adolescents say 
they fear they are losing their 
minds. There’s also been an 
increase in youth suicide. 

Where is this anxiety and 
anguish coming from? The au-
thors say, “Children deprived 
of play are likely to be less 
competent — physically and 
socially — as adults, less toler-
ant of risk, and more prone to 
anxiety disorders.” 

Okay, okay: Kids need play. 
But how can we get it back into 
their lives, when most kids 
come home from school and 
proceed directly to a screen, 
or put on a uniform and go off 
to a sport that is fun, but not 

really “free play,” since an 
adult is in charge? 

Simple: Have schools stay 
open and offer free play as 
an after-school option. That’s 
the idea behind the Let Grow 
Play Club my non-profi t rec-
ommends. (We don’t make any 
money on it, we just encour-
age it in schools.) With a few 
adults on premises in case of 
emergencies — but who don’t 
intervene — kids organize 
their own games and solve 
their own spats. They get the 
kind of play everyone is rec-
ommending: Self-directed, no 
devices allowed. (For a how-to, 
visit letgrow.org and click on 
“schools.”) 

They say you don’t know 
what you got ’til it’s gone. 
That’s the case with do-it-your-
self, ringalevio-type free play. 
It was the golden part of child-
hood until it evaporated into 
homework, organized sports, 
and Fortnite.

Bring it back and everyone 
wins.  

Lenore Skenazy is president 
of Let Grow, a nonpartisan 
group promoting childhood 
independence and resilience, 
and founder of Free-Range 
Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

Remember playing ringolevio? Of course!
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FOR:
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PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
$6,500BUY 

FOR:

84k miles, Stk#M43431
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
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$13,995BUY 

FOR:
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'15 CHEVY EQUINOX
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PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

$17,688BUY 
FOR:

44k miles, Stk#M42736
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50
$17,995BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,888$18,588 $19,995BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:
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PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 BMW 528i xDrive'15 MERCEDES C300 '16 HONDA CRV
$20,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#35132
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 JEEP GR CHEROKEE
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CELEBRATING LABOR IN THE BIG APPLENYC WORKS

BY JAMES HARNEY 
Michael Mulgrew is no 
stranger to being up front.

He spent a decade in front 
of classrooms teaching Eng-
lish at William E. Grady High 
School in Brooklyn, but at 10 
am on Saturday, Sept. 8, Mul-
grew will be in front of a dif-
ferent, much larger gather-
ing, as grand marshal of the 
2018 New York City Labor 
Day Parade.

Since taking the helm of 
the 189,000-member United 
Federation of Teachers, the 
city’s teachers’ union, in 
2009, the Staten Island na-
tive has used his leader-
ship position to advocate for 
smaller class sizes, more city 
and state funding for public 
schools, increased parental 
involvement in their chil-
dren’s education, and less re-
liance on standardized test-
ing. 

Under Mulgrew’s leader-
ship, in 2014 the UFT won a 

teachers’ contract with the 
city that included an 18 per-
cent pay raise.

He serves as a vice presi-
dent of the American Feder-
ation of Teachers; an execu-
tive board member of New 
York State United Teachers, 
executive vice chairman of 
the city’s Municipal Labor 
Committee, and on the exec-
utive board of the New York 
City Central Labor Council. 
His UFT bio mentions that 
the veteran union leader “ac-
tively promotes issues that 
include economic fairness, 
immigration reform, equal-
ity and social justice.”

When the Central Labor 
Council tapped Mulgrew 
to lead this year’s parade, 
he joined such local labor 
union luminaries as Thomas 
VanArsdale of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electri-
cal Workers, John J. Sweeney 
and Denis Hughes of the AFL-
CIO, Peter Ward of the New 
York Hotel & Motel Trades 
Council, Lillian Roberts of 
DC 37, and Mulgrew’s pre-

decessor as UFT president, 
Randi Weingarten, who have 
led New York’s signature la-
bor union march.

“I’m proud and honored I 
was chosen this year to be the 
grand marshal of the parade,” 
the veteran union leader told 
Community News Group. 

“The Central Labor Coun-
cil said to me, ‘your union is 
out front on labor issues, es-
pecially lately since unions 
have been under attack; we 
wanted you to be at the head 
of our march.’ But this is not 
just about spreading the mes-
sage on the day of the parade; 
it’s also about the week lead-
ing up to the parade, spread-
ing the message about work-
ers’ rights. Having those 
rights is the only way we’re 
going to be able to fi x the in-
come disparities in this coun-
try.”

Mulgrew said he sensed 
“a new wave of energy in-
side the labor movement in 

New York,” and pointed to 
his own union as a prime ex-
ample.

“The UFT is at the low-
est number of people who 
are non-union, about 400 out 
of a union of nearly 200,000. 
That’s phenomenal,” he said 
proudly. “More than ever, 
[workers] are embracing the 
value of unions.”

He warned, however, that 
labor unions “should never, 
ever, stop moving forward 
at all times,” and continue 
to fi ght to protect workers’ 
rights to fair wages, adequate 
healthcare coverage, and re-
tirement benefi ts against 
forces that would try to strip 
those away.

“If someone had said 
15 years ago that Wiscon-
sin would be the most un-
friendly state in the coun-
try for labor unions, I would 
have said ‘no way in hell,’ ” 
Mulgrew said. “But now 
that’s the case.”

GRAND MARSHAL: Michael Mul-
grew, president of the United Fed-
eration of Teachers, is this year’s 
grand marshal of the 2018 New 
York City Labor Day Parade and 
March. United Federation of Teachers

Grand marshal is the head of the class

UNION 
T   WN 

NYC   IS   A 

Michael Mulgrew, chief of United Federation of Teachers, to lead festivities 
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CELEBRATING LABOR IN THE BIG APPLENYC WORKS

BY PHOEBE VAN BUREN
Roughly 50,000 labor union 
members and supporters will 
take their fi ght down Man-
hattan’s storied Fifth Avenue 
for the annual New York City 
Labor Day Parade on Sept. 8. 
Since its inception in 1882, the 
parade has become a banner 
event for the labor movement 
not only in the city, but across 
America.

“It’s really viewed 
throughout the country, even 
outside the city, as the signa-
ture kind of event for the La-
bor Movement,” said Vincent 
Alvarez, who is the president 
of the New York City Labor 
Council, which puts on the 
parade. “Even though it’s a 
parade, it’s a march — it’s a 
march for rights.”

The architects of the pa-
rade, Matthew MacGuire, 
who was a machinist and sec-
retary of the Central Labor 
Union, and Peter MacGuire, 
who was a carpenter, secre-

tary of the Brotherhood of 
Carpenters, and co-founder 
of the American Federation 
of Labor, had come up with an 
idea to introduce a labor hol-
iday. On a Tuesday in 1882, 
they brought together 30,000 
people in Union Square, 
meaning that workers had to 
forfeit the day’s wages to at-
tend. The march was so popu-
lar that it was held again one 
year later, sparking a cam-
paign for a Labor Day across 
the country.

Congress named the fi rst 
Monday of September as La-
bor Day in 1894.  Masses of 
union members and their sup-
porters have marched across 
the city most years, barring 
periods that it didn’t happen 
due to several reasons, such 
as poor attendance as people 
began viewing the holiday as 
the fi nal weekend of summer 
and leaving the city.

The parade has its own 
fl air, however, differing from 

all of the other parades in 
the city because it is 100 per-
cent participatory, meaning 
that anyone can join, Alvarez 
said.

“If you are part of the labor 
movement, a family member, 
neighbor, friend of the move-
ment, we say march. If you’re 
a worker in the city whose 
industry is under attack, we 
say march,” he said.

In the 1800s, participants 
marched down Broadway, but 
that changed in 1959 when it 
moved to Fifth Avenue. A per-
mit for the stretch is almost 
impossible to secure these 
days but an existing agree-
ment between the Labor 
Council and the city allows 
it to continue on that route. 
This year, it will be led by 
Grand Marshal Michael Mul-
grew, who is the president of 
United Federation of Teach-
ers, AFT Local 2, while the 
chair is Lester Crockett, Re-
gional President, CSEA-AF-

SCME Local 1000, Region 11.
And with each year comes 

different campaigns. In 2018, 
revelers can expect to see 
many “Count Me In” signs 
and banners from construc-
tion workers, referring to a 
campaign against including 
non-unionized construction 
workers in big developments 
across the city. Doing so puts 
workers at risk since not ev-
eryone has proper safety 
training, Alvarez said.

Since the parade is the 

Saturday before the prima-
ries, the New York City Labor 
Council also puts resources 
into advocating for candi-
dates it supports for offi ce.

Beyond being a time-hon-
ored New York City tradition, 
the parade is a way for work-
ers to come together and show 
the public just how many peo-
ple are fi ghting for them.

“We show our strength 
and show our solidarity by 
marching together,” Alvarez 
said.

AMERICAN VALUES: Local 764 Wardrobe union member Andrae Gonzalo 
marches. Associated Press / Bryan R. Smith

Once again, Fifth Avenue 
the place for the parade

COVERAGE
FOR EVERYONE
KEEPING IT
REAL HERE. 
There’s a special breed of New Yorker:
the unsung hero. You deserve aff ordable
health insurance, with top doctors and
hospitals, that covers you top to bottom.
Don’t worry, we’ve got you covered.

Health care for all of us. 

Visit emblemhealth.com or talk to 
your benefi ts manager to learn more.
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Airport workers won a wage increase to $19 an hour —one of the highest in the nation—because we came together in union 

with 32BJ to demand the good jobs we deserve. Thanks to our fight, the Port Authority has voted to increase wages over the 

next five years that will get all 40,000 airport service workers at JFK, LaGuardia and Newark airports to $19 an hour. 

Find out more: www.seiu32bj.org/airports

 32BJ SEIU
32BJ SEIU is the largest property service workers union in the country.

25 West 18th Street, New York, NY 10011 • www.seiu32bj.org
32BJSEIU

In 32BJ,
We Win!

Change often comes after 
years and years of hard work. 
No one knows this better than 
low wage workers. On Labor 
Day, they are taking a step 
back to look at their progress 
towards the ongoing fight still 
ahead of them.

Six years ago, Andrea 
Bundy was struggling to sur-
vive on just $7.25 an hour while 
working as a cabin cleaner for 
a subcontractor at the John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port. She struggled to make 
ends meet and take care of her 
daughter. Many of Andrea’s 
co-workers talk about similar, 
everyday struggles.

Their stories are now well 
known. In 2012, subcontracted 
airport workers at LaGuar-
dia Airport, Newark Liberty 
International Airport and 
the John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport started or-
ganizing for a union, higher 
wages and benefits with 32BJ 

SEIU. The historic campaign 
has been wildly successful, 
as 9,000 low-wage workers or-
ganized themselves into 32BJ 
SEIU and nearly doubled the 
minimum wage at New York’s 
airports. But it didn’t come 
without a struggle.

In the airports campaign, 
the broad aim was not to or-
ganize workers at a few sub-
contracting companies here 
and there, but to organize the 
entire airport industry. 32BJ 
SEIU successfully organized 
thousands of workers in New 
York, New Jersey, Philadel-
phia and won a commitment 
from the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey 
Board of Commissioners to a 
$19 minimum wage for 40,000 
employees at Newark, JFK 
and LaGuardia working for 
multiple employers.

This sectoral approach has 
helped 32BJ SEIU in the past 20 
years organize nearly 100,000 

new members up and down the 
East Coast in the airport, secu-
rity, cleaning, residential build-
ing and food service industries, 
and 90% of those members are 
covered under industry-wide 
“master” contracts that mul-
tiple employers sign onto.

Organizing the majority of 
workers in an industry actu-
ally reduces the incentive for 
employers to fight unioniza-
tion because companies are 
no longer competing against 

each other in a race to the 
bottom for the lowest labor 
costs. Unions can create a 
floor for wages and benefits in 
the market, which raises job 
standards throughout the in-
dustry, thereby reducing em-
ployee turnover and improv-
ing the quality of services.

It’s not easy but it can be 
done and in fact, it’s already 
making life better for thou-
sands of workers. And an-
other remarkable thing that 

has come out of these efforts 
is the realization that raising 
standards for wages and ben-
efits is not only an antidote for 
poverty for these workers of 
color but an economic stimu-
lus for the communities in 
which they live.

Unions remain the best 
vehicle workers have to fight 
for better wages, benefits and 
working conditions and by 
actively participating in our 
democratic process we can 
still speak to the aspirations, 
direct interests and core val-
ues of all working people. It’s 
been unions that are pushing 
a bold vision for issues beyond 
the workplace, including ex-
panded social security, pro-
gressive taxation, affordable 
health care and prescription 
drugs, extended sick time and 
family leave, childcare ben-
efits, pre-K for all children, 
no-cost college and reduction 
of student loan debt.

N Y C  W O R K S  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

32BJ SEIU and Airport Workers on Historic 
Quest for Economic and Social Justice
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BY PHOEBE VAN BUREN
Since the Labor Movement took hold of 
New York City in the 1800s, its workers 
have fought for fair wages, reasonable 
hours, and important benefi ts. With ev-
ery new government comes new fi ghts, 
and with new fi ghts, come opportuni-
ties to improve workers’ lives, its lead-
ers say. 

Whether it be against developers 
behind some of the biggest building 
ventures in the city or media employ-
ees working for the chance to union-
ize, New York  workers  are now fac-
ing a myriad of issues. The larger 
movement is at a crossroads right 
now, as it will need to start using its 
money and members to keep members 
while coming to an agreement politi-
cally, according to one expert. 

“It’s going to fi nd itself spending 
resources to keep members they are 
already have,” said Ed Ott, who has 
spent 40 years in the Labor Movement 
and is a lecturer at the City Univer-
sity of New York’s Murphy Institute 
Worker Education and Labor Studies. 
“We have to fi nd out how to keep what 
we have and what our political situa-
tion is at this point.”

Perhaps the biggest labor issue of 
the 2018 came when the United States 
Supreme Court ruled in Janus v. 
American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees, that peo-
ple who are represented by a public 
unions but aren’t members don’t have 
to pay fees. As a result, unions expect 
that they will lose 10 to 30 percent of 
their members and the money that 
comes with them. 

To help unions suffering from the 
ruling, the New York City Central La-
bor Council has been working to sta-
bilize unions and prepare them with 
the support they need to keep operat-
ing effectively, Vincent Alvarez, the 
president of the Council, said.

While it struggles to recover from 
the Supreme Court decision, the 
movement is also experiencing a po-
litical divide. “There are many work-
ers split in the Labor Movement who 
supported and continue to support 
Trump. We have other unions who 
are adamantly opposed,” Ott said. 
Trump supporters can be found in 
trade unions, while those who oppose 
the president include the teachers and 
nurses unions.

As workers across the country 
fi ght to  keep their unions alive, New 
York workers, nearly a quarter of 
those who are unionized, have been 
involved in several campaigns for 
their rights this year.  The “Count me 
In” campaign launched in response to 
the developer behind Hudson Yards 
on the city’s west side using a mix of 
union and non-union labor. This can 
create safety hazards, as the non-
union workers may not be properly 

trained, Alvarez said.  “It’s an issue 
that’s extraordinarily dangerous and 
a tremendous amount of danger that 
exists in construction.”

In July, workers at retail store 
H&M urged the company to negoti-
ate with them for a fair contract that 
would include the elimination of mak-
ing workers take back-to-back closing 
and opening shifts without at least 
10.5 hours rest, ensuring a minimum 
number of hours per week, and the 
right to time off after fi ve consecu-
tive days worked. Members of the 
New York City Council got behind the 
workers and urged the company to 

come to the table.
And people working in digital me-

dia, an increasingly volatile industry,  
are battling to unionize and strike 
deals with their employers that would 
ensure job security, fair wages, and 
benefi ts. In August, workers at cul-
ture blog Thrillist went on strike af-
ter their company refused to reach an 
agreement with the union.

Graduate school unions have been 
hard at work too — Columbia Univer-
sity employees urged offi cials to meet 
their demands to put an end to issues 
with late paychecks, rent increases, 
and inadequate medical coverage they 

say interferes with their ability to pro-
vide the best education possible.

Even as they face these new chal-
lenges, the problems that come from 
the government are still the same, 
Alvarez said. “There’s always the 
broader attacks on working people 
from the government.”

In 2018 and beyond, workers will 
have to continue to come up with in-
novative ideas in order to effectively 
keep their unions and their liveli-
hoods strong, according to Ott. 

“Old forms may not work in new 
capitalism and new forms are gonna 
be have to be created,” he said. 

STATE OF THE UNION: (Above) Union activists and supporters 
rally against the Supreme Court’s ruling in the Janus v. Ameri-
can Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, case, 
in Foley Square in Lower Manhattan on June 27. In a 5-4 decision, 
the Court ruled that public employee unions cannot require non-
members to pay fees. (Left) The New York State Nurses Asso-
ciation called for more staffi ng to better care for New York-
ers at 14 of the city’s private hospitals in 2015. (Below) Crown 
Heights Tenant Union tenants and activists protested outside 
the Bedford Union Armory building in Crown Heights in 2016, 
demanding the city reverse the RFP given to Slate Property 
Group to convert the armory building into 330 apartments. 
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Labor pains, and labor gains
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Let’s try an experiment.
It’s Labor Day weekend, 

when we take a moment to 
appreciate the contributions 
made to America by its work-
ing men and women. 

It’s also a weekend when 
we barbecue. So while you’re 
at one, ask a friend this ques-
tion: Do you think New York’s 
public projects, paid for with 
your tax dollars, should be 
spent on American-made 
goods whenever possible? 

I bet you know the answer 
you’d get: “Of course!” That 
response is in line with state-
wide and national polling 
that finds majorities of voters 
think American-made spend-
ing plans for public projects 
are a good idea. 

And they are. By guaran-
teeing that domestic manu-
facturers are given the first 
shot when our government 
repairs a highway or builds 
a bridge, Buy America laws 
promote domestic economic 
growth. They create an in-
centive for companies to set 

up shop in America, and 
that means more jobs in New 
York. And more jobs in New 
York means an expanded tax 
base and a smaller burden on 
the social safety net. 

And they don’t soak tax-
payers. Buy America laws 
always include waivers if do-
mestic material is prohibi-
tively expensive or only avail-
able in limited quantities. 

Here’s an example of do-
mestic preferences applied: A 

few years ago, when the Met-
ropolitan Transit Authority 
went looking for 15,000 tons 
of steel to replace the upper 
deck on the Verrazano-Nar-
rows Bridge, it ended up buy-
ing it on the cheap from state-
owned companies in China. 
That’s a lot of business for 
government-subsidized steel-
makers on the other side of 
the planet, which instead 
could have put American 
workers on the job. 

By comparison, the recent 
Tappan Zee Bridge construc-
tion project was partially 
funded by federal money, and 
was therefore stuck to Buy 
America rules. And it just so 
happened that New York offi-
cials found it cost-competitive 
to purchase all the steel re-
quired for the new span from 
U.S. manufacturers. 

The results? Making it in 
America saved more than 
$1.5 billion and years of con-
struction time. It also nearly 
8,000 American jobs in the 
production of its construction 
material. 

While you’re at that bar-
becue, ask your friend which 
deal made more sense. 

New York last winter 
moved to bring its state-level 
procurement policies into 
line with federal ones. It now 
requires the use of Ameri-
can-made iron and domesti-
cally melted and poured steel 
for any and all work on road 
and bridge projects over $1 
million. It also requires the 
use of domestic iron and do-

mestically melted and poured 
steel for all contracts over $1 
million awarded by the Dor-
mitory Authority, the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority, the Bridge Authority 
or the Thruway Authority.

It would be good to see all 
New York agencies implement 
such rules in their procure-
ment policies. But this is a 
good start, because when cor-
rectly applied, buying Ameri-
can supports American jobs. 
New York’s tax dollars should 
remain in the state and na-
tional economy – and not be 
used to promote jobs over-
seas, especially when cost-
competitive and quality goods 
are available here at home.

They’re a good idea, and 
they’re good for our economy. 
So, next time you find your-
self using a piece of public 
infrastructure, ask yourself 
a question: Do I know where 
this bridge or road was this 
made, and by whom? 

With strong Buy America 
rules, you’ll know the an-
swer.

N Y C  W O R K S  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Buy America This Labor Day

American workers built our past.
American workers can build our future, too.

www.americanmanufacturing.org
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BY PHOEBE VAN BUREN
The New York City Labor Movement has spanned 
more than four centuries, dating back to the 1600s. 
Over time, the key players have changed but the 
problems remain very much the same. It would be 
nearly impossible to put together an exhaustive list 
of all of movement’s events in The City That Never 
Sleeps, but we’ve compiled a brief history showing 
how workers have fought for their rights time and 
time again: 

1882
Approximately 30,000 Knights of Labor convene 

at City Hall for an unoffi cial march that would be-
come the city’s fi rst Labor Day Parade. The event 
was held on a Tuesday, meaning that workers had 
to give up a day of wages to attend. Matthew and Pe-
ter MacGuire proposed the day be named Labor Day 
to celebrate workers. The parade was held the fol-
lowing year, inspiring a campaign for the holiday 
across the country. 

1894
Congress names the fi rst Monday of September 

Labor Day.

1909
Roughly 20,000 women, primarily Jewish, work-

ing in shirtwaist factories, walked out of the job in 
protest of unfair wages, working conditions, and 
hours, marking the fi rst mass strike by women in 
United States history. The following year, the wom-
en’s demands were met. 

1911
A fi re broke out at the Triangle Shirtwaist Fac-

tory in Greenwich Village, killing 146 garment 
workers after they became trapped in the building 
due to locked exits and only one fi re escape. The 
tragedy was one of the deadliest industrial disas-
ters in American history. 

1930s
Folk singer Woody Guthrie performs at Webster 

Hall in support of union workers. 

1954-1968
One million black workers enter the Congress of 

Industrial Organizations, sparking a new campaign 
from black workers to use labor issues to win the 
fi ght for racial justice. During that time, tensions 
rise as some unions refuse to make any changes to 
their traditions. 

1959
In a milestone event for the Labor Movement, the 

American Federation of Labor and Congress of In-
dustrial Organizations merged to create the AFL-
CIO, the largest federation of unions in the coun-
try. That same year, the Labor Day Parade moves 
to Fifth Avenue, where 115,000 union workers and 
their supporters celebrated the day. Also in 1959, 
city fi refi ghters decide to unionize in a bid to win 
a pay increase.

1960
Union leaders urge the city to set a minimum 

wage of $1.25 per hour, asking that the state or Con-
gress raise the rate. 

Labor in New York 
CELEBRATING LABOR IN THE BIG APPLENYC WORKS

1. Steven Wallaert, head of Patco’s local 291 in Norfolk, Va., cen-
ter, shakes hands with Patco President Robert Poli, left, during 
the parade in 1981. At right is Wallaert’s wife Connie. Wallaert, 
whose picture was published nationwide when he was taken 
away in chains by federal authorities, said: “They put me in 
chains symbolically and this is a symbol that they can keep 
Patco in chains.”2. Horse-drawn carriage drivers supported 
by the Teamsters Union march. 3. Local 361 iron worker and 
Brooklynite Robert Farula carries an American fl ag during the 
2012 parade. 4. Former mayor Ed Koch marches in the parade 
on Fifth Avenue on Sept. 7, 1981. 5. Democratic presidential 
candidate Walter Mondale, center, vice-presidential candi-
date Geraldine Ferraro, and New York’s Democratic Gov. Mario 
Cuomo wave to New Yorkers as they march in 1984. 7. Mem-
bers of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union wave 
from a fl oat in 1961. 7. Union members march up Fifth Avenue. 
8. Stagehands Local 1 Union member Al Cittadino rides a mo-
torcycle up Fifth Avenue. 9. Members of 1199 Service Employ-
ees International Union march up Fifth Avenue in 2015’s Labor 
Day Parade and March.

2

8

9

1



COMMUNITY NEWS GROUP • NYC WORKS • SEPT. 7, 2018 A9  

1961
The Brotherhood Labor Party demands a 

$1.50 minimum wage, and six-hour, five day 
a week work schedule. In December, city la-
bor leaders announce they will support a New 
Year’s Day strike for a 20-hour work week. The 
city labor commissioner jump-starts negotia-
tions to avoid a strike that may affect street-
lights. 

1964
City Council passes a bill that raises mini-

mum wage to $1.50 an hour, boosting the pay-
checks of approximately 400,000 workers. In re-
turn, business owners sue, alleging that the pay 
raise is unconstitutional. 

1965
Governor Nelson Rockefeller vetoes the $1.50 

an hour wage, arguing that the raise would force 
businesses owners to take their work elsewhere. 

1967
More than 6,000 handymen, elevator opera-

tors, porters, and custodians strike to protest 
building owners’ assertion that complying with 
union contracts would mean that they would 
have to raise rents. The strike affected 1,000 
apartment buildings across the city. 

1970
Letter carriers in Brooklyn and Manhattan 

walk out on the job, beginning the fi rst mass work 
stoppage in the history of the United States Post 
Offi ce Department. The strike grew to 210,000 
employees, causing President Richard Nixon to 
declare a state of emergency and deploy the mili-
tary to New York City post offi ces. 

1971
Approximately 20,000 New York City police 

offi cers refuse to report for duty during the fi ve-
day NYPD work stoppage after a lawsuit that 
would have increased pay for police and fi refi ght-
ers is struck down. Offi cers said they would still 
respond to serious crimes, but would not partic-
ipate in regular patrolling duties. As a result, 
the city was patrolled by as few as 200 offi cers at 
some times. 

1985
Roughly 14,000 workers from 45 hotels walk off 

the job to protest unfair wages in the fi rst walk-
out in the history of the Hotel and Motel Trade 
Council of the AFL-CIO.

2005
Starting on Dec. 20, during the busiest shop-

ping week of the year, New York City transit 
workers went on strike for two days, stopping 
most bus and subway service. This was a result 
of a breakdown in negotiations for a new contract 
over retirement, pension, and wage increases.

2016
Supporters of the “Fight for $15” campaign 

win big when a plan to raise the minimum wage 
to $15 an hour is signed into law along with a 12-
week paid family leave policy. 

CELEBRATING LABOR IN THE BIG APPLENYC WORKS

through the years 
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SECTOR 5 
March Time: 12 pm
New York City District Council Of 
Carpenters and local unions

Elevator Constructors Local 1

International Union Of Operating 
Engineers and local unions

Bricklayers and Allied Craftwork-
ers Local 1

Tile, Marble And Terrazzo Local 7

SECTOR 6 
March time: 12:15 pm
International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers (IBEW)

IBEW Local 3

IBEW local unions

New York State Allied Printing 
Trades Council

Allied Printing Trades Council

Graphic Communications Conference

SECTOR 7 
March time: 12:45 pm
United Auto Workers Region 9A & 
local unions

Utility Workers Union Of America 
Local 1–2

United Food & Commercial Workers

Retail, Wholesale and Department 
Store Union

UFCW-RWDSU Local unions

International Longshoremen As-
sociation and local unions 920, 
1814

Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco & 
Grain Millers and local unions

SECTOR 8 
March time: 1:15 pm
Teamsters Joint Council 16 and 
IBT local unions

SEIU Local 1199

SEIU Local 246

SEIU Local UNIONS

Workers United

Transport Workers Union Of 
America and local unions

Seafarers’ International Union Of 
North America

Marine Engineers Benefi cial As-
sociation, District 1

New York Taxi Workers Alliance

NY Hotel & Motel Trades Council

Unite Here! Local unions

International Association Of Ma-
chinists & Aerospace Workers

International Alliance Of Theatrical 
Stage Employees and local unions

New York Council Of Motion Picture 

SECTOR 1 
March time: 10:15 am
United Federation Of Teachers and 
AFT local unions

New York State United Teachers 
and local unions

United University Professions-
Downstate Medical Chapter

Professional Staff Congress

Council Of Supervisors and Ad-
ministrators

CSEA-AFSCME

AFSCME District Council 37 and 
local unions

AFSCME District Council 1707 & 
local unions

Uniformed Firefi ghters Associa-
tion Local 94

Uniformed Fire Offi cers Associa-
tion Local 854

Public Employees Federation

SECTOR 2 
March time: 10:45 am
Communication Workers Of Amer-
ica and local unions

The Association Of Flight Attendants

Amalgamated Transit Union & lo-
cal unions

American Postal Workers Union

National Association Of Letter 
Carriers

New York State Nurses Association

Air Line Pilots Association

Offi ce and Professional Employees 
International Union & local unions

Organization Of Staff Analysts

Civil Service Merit Council

American Federation Of Gov-
ernment Employees and local 
unions

SECTOR 3 
March time: 11 am
Building and Construction Trades 
Council

BCTC offi cers and staff

Helmets To Hardhats

The Edward J. Malloy Initiative 
for Construction Skills

Non-Traditional Employment for 
Women

Plumbers Local 1

Steamfi tters Local 638

Laborers’ Local 731, 147 and Na-
tional Postal Mailhandlers Union 
Local 300

Cement & Concrete Workers Dc 16, 
Locals 6A, 18A & 20

Pavers And Road Builders District 
Council, Local 1010

Cement Masons Local 780

Plasterers’ Local 262

Mason Tenders District Council & 
Locals 66, 78, 79, 108, 279 & 1261 

SECTOR 4 
March time: 11:30 am
Roofers And Waterproofers Local 8

Sheet metal Workers Locals 28 & 
137

Ironworkers District Council and 
Locals 40, 46, 197, 361, 580

Heat and Frost Insulators Locals 
12 & 12A

Boilermakers Local Lodge 5

International Union Of Painters & 
Allied Trades DC 9 & Locals

They love a parade! 
More than 150 unions, locals and organizations will march this year 

CELEBRATING LABOR IN THE BIG APPLENYC WORKS

UNION PROUD: Union activists and supporters rally against the Supreme Court’s ruling 
in the Janus v. AFSCME case, in Foley Square in Lower Manhattan, on June 27. 
 Associated Press / Karla Ann Cote

BY JAMES HARNEY
Some 150 unions and union local 
members of the New York City Central 
Labor Council are set to step off from 
Fifth Avenue and 44th Street in the 
2018 Labor Day Parade and March 
on Saturday, Sept. 8. Here is a list of 
the line of march:

LEAD-OFF SECTOR: 
March time: 10 am
NYPD Color Guard

LEAD-OFF BAND: The Totten-
ville High School Marching Band

GRAND MARSHAL: Michael 
Mulgrew, president, United Fed-
eration of Teachers, AFT Local 2

PARADE CHAIR: Lester Crocket, 
regional president, CSEA-AF-
SCME Local 1000, Region 11

NYC Central Labor Council, 

AFL-CIO: Offi cers and executive 
board

New York State AFL-CIO

New York State Department Of 
Labor

Pride at Work

A. Philip Randolph Institute

Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance

Coalition Of Black Trade Unionists

Coalition Of Labor Union Women

Labor Council For Latin American 
Advancement

New York City Alliance Of Retired 
Americans

Union Veterans Council

Greater NY Labor-Religion Coali-
tion

New York Branch NAACP

Jewish Labor Committee

New York Labor History Association

James Connelly Irish American 
Labor Coalition

Italian American Labor Council

New York Committee For Occupa-
tional Safety & Health

Mount Sinai Selikoff

Cornell Worker Institute

CUNY Murphy Institute

Empire State College-SUNY

New York City Labor Chorus

Actors’ Equity Association

American Federation Of Musi-
cians Local 802

SAG-AFTRA

American Guild Of Musical Artists

Writers Guild Of America East
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New York City Brags About the Expansion of UPK, But…

 New York City Must Provide Wage Parity for
The City’s Public Center-Based Day Care and Head Start Employees

Employees working for public center-based 
early education centers are being cheated out of 
thousands of dollars of income over their careers 
by the City of New York. And the City is doing 
nothing about it.

For years these dedicated public day care and 
Head Start employees have made exceptional 
sacrifi ces to work in their profession. The City’s 
response has been to pay them tens of thousands 
of dollars less than their public school counterparts, 

even though they are mandated to hold the same education and state education credentials.

These employees have provided high quality early childhood education services to New York City’s 
children and toddlers for nearly two generations. The City has created a  multi-tier wage disparity 
program with Early Learn, Head Start and UPK teachers and other staff  earning disparate and lower 
wages, it seems, because the majority of employees are women and women of color – and many are 
heads of households. This not happening in Alabama or Mississippi. This is happening in progressive 
New York City.

In fact, a retention crisis has developed in many centers caused by the lack of wage parity. Early 
childhood education staff earn their credentials and often leave for the public schools. Across the city 
many centers experience inordinate turnover rates when staff leave the jobs they love for better paying 
jobs in public schools or other career opportunities.  

It is the children who suffer because staff retention is necessary for young minds to fl ourish. The 
toll on staff and families in these communities-in-need is also particularly painful. It is discrimination at 
its lowest form. The City of New York cannot pretend to ignore it anymore.

New York City must act now to end this thoughtless crisis in child care by providing necessary 
funding for salary/benefi t increases to the staff at the unionized nonprofi t early childhood education 
centers across the city. The time for change is now!

Name (print):  _____________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Date:  ____________________

District Council 1707 AFSCME | 420 West 45th Street New York, New York, 10036 | 212-219-0022
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BY JAMES HARNEY
Labor — who does it, for whom, and 
what, if any, is acceptable compensa-
tion for it — is a never-ending story. 
Through the decades, the employer-
employee relationship has spawned 
its own vernacular: walkouts, work 
stoppages, slowdowns, demonstra-
tions, layoffs, strikes, riots, unions. 
From time to time, clashes between 
labor unions and management — 
and sometimes, the individuals 
who have emerged at the forefront 
of those clashes — have drawn the 
attention of Hollywood’s spotlight. 
Here are a few noteworthy movies 
that have crossed the silver screen 
in recent years:

‘Hoffa’
“Hoffa” was a 1992 fi lm biog-

raphy of the notorious union boss 
Jimmy Hoffa, chronicling 40 years 
of his life, his rise to the top spot in 
the rough-and-tumble International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, to his 
leadership of a violent strike, to his 
sinister involvement with organized 
crime, to his well-publicized clashes 
with U.S. Attorney General Robert 

F. Kennedy during a federal inves-
tigation into Hoffa’s infamous mob 
dealings, to his unsuccessful bid to 
re-take control of the Teamsters, to 
his violent death in a hail of gun-
shots, presumably fi red by a mob 
hitman. It ends with Hoffa’s body 
being taken away in the back of a 
truck, to an undisclosed location. 
Exactly where Jimmy Hoffa’s body 
is buried remains the stuff of orga-
nized crime lore.

‘Newsies!’
“Newsies!” was a Disney musi-

cal based on the real-life New York 
City newsboy strike of 1899. Star-
ring Christian Bale, and featuring 
Ann-Margret, Robert Duvall and 
Bill Pullman, the 1992 movie centers 
around the story of struggling news-
boy Jack “Cowboy” Kelly, who spurs 
his equally young, equally strug-

gling colleagues to go on strike af-
ter Joseph Pulitzer, publisher of the 
New York World, tries to one-up busi-
ness rival William Randolph Hearst 
by raising the prices that the “news-
ies” have to pay to buy newspapers 
from Pulitzer’s distribution centers. 

High points in “Newsies” include 
a confrontation between Jack, his 
compatriot Les Jacobs and Pulitzer 
in the publisher’s offi ce, a refusal by 
Brooklyn-based newsies to join the 
Manhattan newsboys’ strike, and 
a climactic ambush of the distribu-
tion center and destruction of all its 
newspapers.

‘Norma Rae’
Starring Oscar-winner Sally 

Field, “Norma Rae” was based on 
the true story of Crystal Lee Sut-
ton, a worker in a textile mill in a 
small North Carolina town where 
the pay is low and the hours long. 
Inspired by a rousing speech from 
a visiting labor activist — and af-

ter poor working conditions at the 
mill start becoming hazardous to 
workers’ health, including her own 
— Norma Rae is moved to rally her 
beleaguered colleagues to unionize. 
She encounters anger from a fi ancé 

jealous of her closeness with the la-
bor activist, as well as fi erce opposi-
tion from her employers. The movie 
climaxes with the workers voting to 
form a union. In addition to Fields’s 
Best Actress Oscar win, the 1979 fi lm 
also won an Oscar for Best Original 
Song for the theme song, “It Goes 
Like It Goes.” And in 2011, “Norma 
Rae” was chosen to be preserved in 
the National Film Registry of the Li-
brary of Congress, because it is “cul-
turally, aesthetically or historically 
signifi cant.”

‘On the Waterfront’
“On the Waterfront” was a 1954 

movie directed by famed Hollywood 
director Elia Kazan that depicted 
union violence and corruption and 
racketeering on the Hoboken, N.J. 
waterfront. It featured a star-studded 
cast that included Marlon Brando, 
Lee J. Cobb, Karl Malden, Rod 

Steiger, Pat Henning and Eva Marie 
Saint, with a soundtrack composed 
by the legendary Leonard Bern-
stein. It told the story of the confl ict 
between a cold-blooded union leader 
and a disenchanted dockworker. 
The dockworker had been a talented 
boxer on the rise until a powerful 
mob boss persuaded him to throw 
a fi ght. But when a longshoreman 
is murdered before he can testify in 
an investigation into the mob boss’s 
violent control of the waterfront, the 
dockworker courageously decides to 
testify himself.

‘Silkwood’
Released in 1983, “Silkwood” 

starred Meryl Streep in a role in-
spired by the life of Karen Silkwood, 
a whistle-blowing worker and la-
bor union shop steward who died 
in a mysterious car accident while 
on her way to meet with a news re-
porter investigating alleged wrong-
doing and serious safety defects at 
the Kerr-McGee plutonium plant 
where she worked. The movie sug-

gests that the “accident” may have 
been murder, but the case has never 
been solved. In real life, Silkwood’s 
death gave rise to a 1979 lawsuit, 
Silkwood v. Kerr-McGee. The jury 
rendered a verdict of $10 million in 
damages to be paid to Silkwood’s es-
tate, at the time the largest amount 
in damages ever awarded for that 
kind of case. Eventually, the estate 
settled for a $1.3 payout. 

‘Harlan County, USA’
“Harlan County, USA” was a 

1976 documentary about labor ten-
sion in the coal-mining industry, in 
which director and workers’ rights 
advocate Barbara Kopple fi lmed a 
1972 strike by miners at the Brook-
side Mine in rural Kentucky. After 
the miners join a union, the mine’s 
owners refuse the labor contract. 
Once the miners walk off their jobs, 
the owners bring in “scabs” top re-
place them. The strike dragged on 

for nearly a year, and confrontations 
between strikers and scabs often be-
came violent, with even Kopple and 
her cameraman beaten in one inci-
dent. Clashes were often punctuated 
by gunfi re, and in one, a miner was 
killed. Kopple and her crew spent 
years with the families depicted in 
the fi lm, documenting how they suf-
fered while striking for decent wages 
and safer working conditions, and 
how some miners contracted Black 
Lung Disease. “Harlan County, 
USA” won Kopple an Oscar for Best 
Documentary.

Lights! Camera! Unions!
CELEBRATING LABOR IN THE BIG APPLENYC WORKS
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BY JAMES HARNEY
It was early September, 2016. 
Labor Day had come and 
gone, and a new semester at 
the Downtown Brooklyn cam-
pus of Long Island University 
was supposed to have begun. 
But instead of standing at the 
front of their classrooms, fac-
ulty members — embroiled in 
a salary dispute with the uni-
versity’s administration in 
which replacement educators 
had been brought in — were 
marching on the sidewalk out-
side the school’s main build-
ing on Flatbush Avenue, wav-
ing placards and chanting 
slogans.

And Scabby was there.
For more than 40 years 

at labor unions’ picket lines 
around New York, Scabby the 
Rat — an infl atable charcoal-
gray rodent with a bubbly pink 
underbelly, pointed claws, red-
dish eyes and protruding buck 
teeth, has often loomed si-
lently nearby, a six, 15, 20, or 
even 25-foot-tall snarling sym-

bol of protest against real or 
perceived mistreatment of em-
ployees by management.

“New York is still a labor 
union town,” says Senior Pro-
fessor of Journalism Dr. Ralph 
Engelman, a former vice presi-
dent of the LIU Faculty Feder-
ation. “Bringing out the rat to 
embarrass the university and 
call attention to its attack on 
labor was something we felt 
was very important.”

Workers who have crossed 
picket lines to replace union 
workers have historically been 
vilifi ed as “scabs,” or “rats,” 
but “Scabby” didn’t begin ap-
pearing at picket lines, dem-
onstrations, or marches until 
1990, in Chicago. That’s when 
the Chicago branch of the 
Bricklayers and Allied Craft-
workers union approached 
Big Sky Balloons and Search-
lights, based in suburban 
Plainfi eld, Ill., and asked own-
ers Mike and Peggy O’Connor 
to design and produce a larger 
than life infl atable rat that 

would send a menacing mes-
sage alongside a union demon-
stration.

“He [the union offi cial] 
turned down Mike’s fi rst de-
sign, saying, ‘No I want it to 
look meaner,’ ” Peggy O’Connor 
remembers. “So Mike tweaked 
it to give it more snarl, with 
meaner-looking nails and 
teeth and that nasty pink belly. 
That’s what they wanted.”

As it turns out, that’s what 
a lot of striking or demon-
strating labor unions wanted. 
“Scabby” is now in such de-
mand that Big Sky now pro-
duces seven sizes of the in-
fl atable vermin, ranging from 
6-feet-tall models priced at 
nearly $2,600 to 25-footers that 
cost almost $10,000. The price 
includes a blower, with an ex-
tension cord, to infl ate the bal-
loon, and stakes to hold it in 
place on the ground.

O’Connor estimated the 
fi rm makes “about 50 in a 
year,” and has expanded their 
line of infl atable protest bal-

loons to include a “corporate 
fat cat [a pompous-looking, fe-
line wearing a suit and grab-
bing a construction worker 
by the neck in one hand, and 
a money bag in the other], a 
“greedy pig,” a cockroach, and 
a Border Patrol agent.

“We once even designed an 
infl atable bedbug for a group 
protesting a New York hotel 
that had bedbugs,” she said. 
“We’re in the balloon busi-
ness; they asked for it, so we 
made it.”

In the past, victims of 
“Scabby the Rat” have chal-

lenged its legality — and lost. 
In 2011 that National Labor Re-
lations Board ruled that the in-
fl atable rodent was a symbolic 
form of free speech protected 
by the First Amendment. And 
in 2014, a Brooklyn federal 
judge upheld the right of a la-
borers’ union to use “Scabby” 
in its demonstration.

“In an era in which attacks 
on labor are taking place on 
multiple fronts, it’s particu-
larly important for unions to 
fi ght back,” Engelman said. 
“The use of the rat at our lock-
out was part of that fi ght.”

Ratting out the scabs! 
The story of Scabby the Rat, the infl atable star of many a picket line

RATS!: Union activists hoisted the giant, infl atable rat outside a residen-
tial development in Gowanus in 2015, alleging worker exploitation by the 
contracted construction company. File photo by Jason Speakman
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BY JAMES HARNEY
There are more than one million unionized work-
ers in the New York metropolitan area — policemen, 
fi refi ghters, schoolteachers, letter carriers, long-
shoremen, hospital workers, construction laborers, 
electricians, hotel and motel employees to name just 
a few — toiling for some 300 union locals, some with 
predictable names, like the American Postal Work-
ers Union, or the New York State Nurses Association; 
others with such unique identities as Tile, Marble 
and Terrazzo Local 7, or the Heat & Frost Insulators 
Locals 12 & 12A. Many have interesting personal 
stories about their paths to union membership, and 
why they value that membership. Here, Community 
News Group profi les four such workers:

Gloria Diaz 
Train operator, 
New York City Transit, Transport Workers Union 
Local 100

Diaz is a single mother who lives in Bensonhurst 
with her three sons, ages 21, 16 and 11. For a while, 
she worked as an operations assistant for a market-
ing fi rm based in East New York, then later went 
into business for herself, running a small home 
improvement company. Neither, she says, provided 
the fi nancial security and healthcare benefi ts she 
wanted for her family.

“The marketing company didn’t really offer 
benefi ts, and with my own company, if no custom-
ers came in, I didn’t make any money. I was out 
there fending for myself,” Diaz said. In 2009, Diaz 
took the exam to become a New York City Transit 
train operator. She passed, but then waited six long 
years before she got the call in 2015 to come in for 
training.

“They put me in a training program that lasted 
eight months, and it was rigorous,” she said. “NYC 
Transit holds trainees to a high standard of perfec-
tion, which I understand, since as a train operator 
you’ve got thousands of lives in your hands at any 
given time.”

But Diaz was up to the challenge, and in October 
she’ll mark her third year as a train operator. She 
says she’s grateful for the opportunity, and for the 
security she gets as a member of Transport Work-
ers Union Local 100.

“My boys rely on me, I needed to work in a place 
that’s unionized, where I don’t have to worry about 
layoffs the way people do working in the private 
sector,” Diaz said. “I feel a lot more secure know-
ing I’ve got the protection provided by Local 100.”

That’s why she feels union workers should “go 
out there [and march] in force,” in New York City 
Labor Day Parade and March on Saturday, Sept. 8, 
“to show that union presence.”

Barrington Anderson
Professional mover, Local 814, International Brother-
hood of Teamsters

Anderson has been a member of the Teamsters 
local representing professional movers in the city 
since 2005. The work takes him to jobs all over the 
city, and at times even as far as towns in New Jer-
sey. The work can be tough at times, and he says he 
wouldn’t even think of doing it without the wage 
and healthcare protections his union local pro-
vides.

“I live with my wife and six children in Yon-
kers,” Anderson, 40, said one day last week during 
a break from a job at a large hotel in midtown Man-
hattan. “Being in this union helps me maintain a 
fair wage and get the coverages I need for my fam-
ily.”

Anderson is so convinced of the value of union 
membership that he spends some of his down time 
doing union outreach work.

“I represent the freelance movers who aren’t 
affi liated with one company or another,” he ex-
plained. “When they look for jobs and are looking 
for information within the union, I’m one of the 
guys to go to.”

Anderson says the moving industry in New 
York is often infi ltrated by non-union workers, a 
practice he thinks is a bad idea.

“There are some ‘fake unions’ out there that 
aren’t really unions,’ he said. “Their members 
aren’t certifi ed, they can’t OSHA [Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration] cards to do 
jobs on some of the newer developments being con-
structed these days. Unions are important because 
they protect us in the event of injuries on the job. 
Companies that try to get by with non union labor 
to save money and pay their workers less than the 

union rate put those workers at risk. In the end, it’s 
those workers who suffer.

He thinks Saturday’s parade “shows that unity 
brings strength, that we’re the working class peo-
ple who build and move everything around the 
city.”

Dave McIntosh
Journeyman, Plumbers Union Local 1

McIntosh, a 13-year member of Plumbers Union 
Local 1, likes to stay busy.

“I wear a couple of hats for Local 1,” McIntosh, 
43, readily admits. “Out in the fi eld, I’m a full-time 
plumber. I was recently elected for my second term 
on the Local 1 fi nance committee. And I also teach 
an orientation class — we call it the Heritage Class 
— for new union members.”

The class, which McIntosh teaches two nights 
a week at the Trade Education Center in Long Is-
land City, is intended to give new members “an 
idea about unions, what they’re about, and a taste 
of labor history.”

He says the Heritage Class particularly reso-
nates with him because of his own, sometimes 
rocky, path to union membership.

“I was working as a non-union plumber, and did 
some work as an apprentice, but it was a farce,” 
McIntosh recalls. “I knew union members made 
higher rates of pay and had benefi ts, but this was 
before the Internet and smartphones, and I didn’t 
know anything about how to get into a union. I fi g-
ured you had to be a friend of a friend, I thought it 
was a closed situation.”

That changed, he says, when a friend gave him 
the phone number to the local Plumbers Union 
hall. On a whim, he called it, left his phone num-
ber with a secretary and, to his surprise, got a re-
turn call asking for resume. The conversation led 
to McIntosh signing on with the union “at the abso-
lute lowest entry level, plumbers helper.”

In the years that followed, he worked his way 
up the union ladder from a helper in the service di-
vision, to a journeyman in the higher-paying new 
construction division, attending training classes 
at night to become more skilled at his trade. He ex-
celled so well in those classes that he was eventu-
ally asked to teach them.

“I’ve been doing it now for about four years, 
working as a plumber by day and teaching in-
coming union members by night,” McIntosh 
says. “I feel like it’s me giving back to the orga-
nization that’s provided such a great opportu-
nity for me.”

The married father of three, who lives with his fam-
ily in Teaneck, N.J., says joining the Plumbers Union 

CELEBRATING LABOR IN THE BIG APPLENYC WORKS

Gladly riding the Local
Four workers tell why they value union membership
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changed his life, and he’s a fi rm believer in its value.
“I’m convinced that labor unions are the only 

viable vehicle for upward mobility. We are the 
middle class. If an employer is not paying a decent 
rate of pay, how are workers supposed to get medi-
cal coverage for their families, and to have enough 
money to live on when they retire?

Asked why the parade is important, McIntosh 
said: “I hate to sound jaded, but what are the two 
things that matter to politicians? Money, and 
votes. So by turning out in force for the Labor Day 
Parade, and putting our boots on the ground, so to 
speak, we’re showing what kind of a force we can 
be in the political arena.”

Evet Stephens
Construction engineer, 
Local 14, Crane & Heavy Equipment Operators Union

When Stephens stood before a meeting of Lo-
cal 14 of the Crane & Heavy Equipment Operators 
Union in Flushing, Queens in June, 1987, she broke 
the union’s glass ceiling, becoming the union’s fi rst 
woman member.

The milestone didn’t surprise her; becoming 
a construction engineer for Local 14 — the union 
her father, Monroe, had belonged to as a laborer for 
many years — was a goal she had pursued for sev-
eral years. What did surprise her was the applause.

“About 300 men at the meeting applauded me for 
fi nishing the training,” Stephens remembers. “It 
was overwhelming. Then I was told that I was of-
fi cially in the local. A couple of days later, I went to 
work as a full-fl edged unionized construction en-
gineer.”

That moment was the culmination of a road that 
had begun when she was a young woman who was 
disenchanted with fi nance classes at Pace Univer-

sity, and with law enforcement courses at John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice, and decided she 
wanted nothing as much as a career as a construc-
tion engineer.

“My dad was old fashioned, he didn’t want his 
daughter working with men who used bad words 
all day, but when he saw I was undeterred, he re-
lented and drove me to the Local 14 offi ces,” she 
said. After trips between union offi ces in Manhat-
tan and Queens, Stephens completed and submit-
ted the necessary paperwork.

“The man at the union hall looked at me and 
said, ‘Don’t waste my time. Are you sure you want 
to do this?’ I said yes, I’m sure.’ Somehow I con-
vinced him,” she said.

She was accepted for training in November of 
1982, and four years later was inducted into the 
union as its fi rst woman member.

“I went through the same learning and training 
as any man would do,” Stephens recalls. “When I 
fi rst started working on jobs, the men would look 
at me as if to say, ‘What are you doing here?’ It took 
some time for them to get used to it, but they fi nally 
realized that I was serious, and that I was going 
to show up to class every single time, they came 
around.”

After 31 years as a construction engineer at var-
ious job sites in the metropolitan area, Stephens 
says she is “as satisfi ed now as I was then,” and 
notes that now, there are “25 to 30” women mem-
bers of Local 14.

“It is a long time coming,” she says of other 
women joining the union. “It didn’t happen for the 
fi rst few years. It wasn’t like [women] were pushing 
in the door to [become construction engineers].”

But Stephens has never regretted her career 
choice, and insists that “unions are what made this 
country. You have job security when you’re with a 
union; you’re able to make a decent living and take 
care of your family. Hiring non-union workers 
is dangerous; they have no training whatsoever. 
We’re constantly doing training, doing refresher 
courses for everything we’ve learned, the industry 
is changing and we’re studying to change with it.”

The parade “shows solidarity for the working-
class man and woman, and it shows that as union 
members they’re safer, more effi cient, and quali-
fi ed to get the job done.”

CELEBRATING LABOR IN THE BIG APPLENYC WORKS
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 09/07/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAAYMENT UNNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DOODGE CAALIBBER, 991K MI, STK#17934

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#M42867
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION
$10,888BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

31k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$9,995BUY 

FOR:

31k miles, Stk#35407
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD

$22,900BUY 
FOR:

1k miles, Stk#30599
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 FORD ESCAPE
$23,588BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$23,888BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GR CHEROKEE
$24,588BUY 

FOR:

2k miles, Stk#30258
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE
$24,888BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

22k miles, Stk#33760
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 LEXUS RX350

$15,588BUY 
FOR:

42k miles, Stk#M38922
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHEVY TRAVERSE
$16,888BUY 

FOR:

10k miles, Stk#M42735
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN MAXIMA
$15,950BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$17,500BUY 

FOR:

2k miles, Stk#M43056
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'18 NISSAN ALTIMA
$16,995BUY 

FOR:

40k miles, Stk#31734
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA SIENNA
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SUNSET PARK 

Relief is here!
Hernia! Most people suffer in si-

lence and refrain from calling atten-
tion to the unsightly bulge in their 
lower abdomen. But this is not a wise 
decision. It could be very dangerous 
and needs to be discussed ASAP.

The good docs at NYU Langone 

Hospital–Brooklyn use the most ad-
vanced robot-assisted equipment to 
perform the surgery to repair complex 
hernias.

In case you don’t know hernias oc-
cur suddenly when a section of the in-
testines, fatty tissue in the colon, or 
part of the bladder and stomach pro-
trudes through an opening or a weak-
ness in the abdominal wall.

“Hernias can be extremely debilitat-
ing and painful, especially when they 
become strangulated, a condition that 
requires emergency surgery,” says Dr. 

Sharique Nazir, attending robotic 
and advanced laparoscopic surgeon at 
the healing center. “Conventional sur-
gery can reduce a hernia’s protrusion 
or push it back in place. It’s a very com-
mon procedure — but also one of the 
least talked about operations.”

“Laparoscopic and robot-assisted 
surgical techniques provide effective, 
permanent relief. In the hands of our 
experienced surgeons, patients can re-
turn to normal activities in no time,” 
added Dr. Nazir.

If you suffer, get thee to Dr. Nazir.
NYU Langone Hospital-Brooklyn 

[150 55th St. at First Avenue in Sunset 
Park; (718) 630–7000; (718) 630–7979].

DUMBO

It’s historic
The New York City Landmarks 

Preservation Commission, the New 

York Landmarks Preservation 

Foundation, and the Dumbo Neigh-

borhood Alliance unveiled a historic 
district marker that will serve to pro-
mote and commemorate the designa-
tion of the Dumbo Historic District 

in Brooklyn. The marker, located mid-
block on Jay Street between Water and  
Plymouth streets, is a 19-by-36-inch 

terra cotta-colored sign, and features a 
map on one side and a brief description 
and history of the district on the other, 
highlights the individuals and com-
munities that have built this neighbor-
hood.

“The Dumbo Historic District was 
ignated to recognize its rich history 
and unique industrial streetscapes,” 
said Sarah Carroll, executive direc-
tor of the commission.

“The Historic District Marker pro-
gram is one of the most important 
outreach activities of the Landmarks 
Preservation Foundation,” added Ba-

sil Walter, foundation co-chairman.  
“These markers support and enhance 
LPC’s designations.”

“One of the wonderful things of 
living in New York City is being sur-
rounded by history and engaging with 

it on a personal level,” said Council 
Member Stephen Levin (D–Vinegar 
Hill).

“Dumbo is inspired by the installa-
tion today of our fi rst historic district 
marker. We extend our gratitude to the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
as well as the New York Landmarks 
Preservation Foundation for this cru-
cial recognition of our historic dis-
trict designation in 2007,” said Doreen 

Gallo, president of the Dumbo Neigh-
borhood Alliance. 

“Community Board No. 2, home of 
many historic districts, celebrates the 
recognition of Dumbo as a special and 
unique place,” said Irene Janner, act-
ing chairperson for Brooklyn Commu-
nity Board 2.

“Alloy is incredibly proud to have 
contributed to the Dumbo Historic 

District over the past several years in 
four different projects,” said AJ Pires, 

president of Alloy, the local property 
owner. “We look forward to working 
with LPC, DNA and our neighbors to 
ensure the District maintains its char-
acter while meeting the needs of an 
ever changing Brooklyn.”

BOROUGH WIDE

Sharpen your knives
Do you have what it takes? “Mas-

ter Chef” on Fox is throwing open 
the cupboard doors to choose the next 
contestants for Season 10 of “Master 
Chef.” 

Gordon Ramsay’s team is on the 
prowl for amazing home cooks and 
will sponsor open auditions on Sept. 

22 from 9 am to 5 pm.

If you think you can chop, dice 
and sautee, get to Doubletree Suite 

in Times Square, 1568, but register 
online fi rst at  www.masterchefcast-
ing.com/pre-registration/, where the 
menu of rules and regs are all laid out.

Good luck, and don’t forget your 
aprons.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BOROUGH WIDE

Three cheers for Signature 

Bank for providing much-needed 
funds to borough business as part of 
its Building Improvement Initiative 
program.

The grant check for $100,000, (to-
tal grant: $500,000), was presented 
to Juan Ramos, David Lopez and 

Katie Kreifels of Southside-Los 

Sures in Williamsburg; Bernell 

Grier at IMPACCT in Prospect 

Heights; and Michelle de la Uz 

of the Fifth Avenue Committee 

in Carroll Gardens, by Joseph J. 

DePaolo, president and chief ex-
ecutive offi cer at Signature, and 
John Tamberlane, vice-chair-
man at the Bank’s midtown Man-

hattan headquarters.
Signature Bank’s Building Im-

provement Initiative Program is de-
signed to provide needed capital to 
not-for-profi t owner operators to fa-
cilitate and expedite improvements 
for tenants in their respective build-
ings.

The grants were earmarked for 
capital improvements to affordable 
housing properties. The bank of-
fered not-for-profi t housing organi-
zations this Recoverable Grant to 
fi nance building-wide or apartment-
unit improvements that will benefi t 
low-to-moderate (LMI) income ten-
ants.

Standing O says “Thank you.”
Signature Bank (26 Court St. be-

tween Remsen and Montague streets 
in Brooklyn Heights).

You don’t have to keep it a secret

Housing help one check at a time

BENSONHURST

Happy b-days to all!
Cheers to all the birthday cel-

ebrants who were honored at the 
Salvation Army’s Quarterly 

birthday celebration for Chi-

nese New Yorkers event on Aug. 
24.

Bitta Mostofi , commissioner 
of the Mayor’s Offi ce of Im-

migrant Affairs, along with 
Councilmember Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island); Angel Fung, 
community laison;  Assembly-
man Peter Abbate, Jr. (D–Bath 
Beach); Major Rick Ki with the 
Salvation Army; and Wai Yee 

Chan from Councilmember Jus-

tin Brannan’s (D–Bay Ridge) 
offi ce were on hand to celebrate 
more than 100 seniors, including 
Sau King Lee (pictured, above), 
with a whoop-de-doo at the Brook-
lyn Bensonhurst Corps branch of 
the Salvation Army.

The commissioner and Coun-
cilman Treyger, in Cantonese, 
presented the seniors with certif-
icates and gifts to mark the day.

Standing O offers 101 balloons 
to the seniors and wishes them all 
many more birthdays to come. 

Brooklyn Bensonhurst Corps, 
Salvation Army [7307 18th Ave. 
between 73rd and 74th streets in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 975–4653].

GRANTED!: Joseph DePaolo, far left, and John Tamberlane, far right, present grant 
checks to, from left, Juan Ramos, David Lopez, Katie Kreifels, Bernell Grier, and Mi-
chelle de la Uz, as part of Signature Bank’s Building Improvement initiative.  
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KINGS NISSAN
2758 Coney Island Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-3300 • KingsNissan.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 

payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. All 
vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. Offers end 
9/30/18. NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016.

20 Neptune Ave • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-646-3331 • KingsINFINITI.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to primary 
lender approval which may affect rate and/or payment. All pre-
owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. All vehicles available on 

a first come first sold basis. Offers end 9/30/18. NYC DCA 
#0414427, NYS DMV #7048732/7104527.

KINGS  INFINITI

KingsAutoGroup.com

UBER SPECIAL

2015 NISSAN   
VERSA   ............................... Buy For

$11,995
Stk #2936, 4 cyl, auto, 23,405 mi.
2010 MAZDA   
CX-9 AWD   ........................Buy For

$11,999
Stk #3000, 6 cyl, auto, 3,000 mi. 

2014 NISSAN  
SENTRA  ............................ Buy For

$13,995
Stk #2909, 4 cyl., auto, 28,931 mi.

2014 TOYOTA 
AVALON  ............................ Buy For

$16,995
Stk #U5842, 6 cyl, auto, 50,369 mi.

2014 NISSAN     
PATHFINDER S  ...............Buy For

$18,995
Stk # 2804, V6, auto, 28,485 mi.

2015 NISSAN     
ROGUE AWD  ................... Buy For

$19,995
Stk #2961, 4 cyl., auto, 31,752 mi.

2015 HONDA      
CRV   .................................. Buy For

$24,995
Stk #U5837, 4 cyl., auto, 2,200 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

2015 NISSAN 
ROGUE AWD ................Buy For

$18,995
Stk #2932, 4 cyl, auto, 27,649 mi.

2015 INFINITI 
Q40 AWD  .................... Buy For

$21,995
Stk # 3015, 6 cyl, auto, 30,718 mi.

2014 INFINITI  
QX60 AWD   ................. Buy For

$26,795
Stk # U5696, 6 cyl, auto, 46,015 mi.

2015 INFINITI 
Q50 3.7 AWD PREM   ...Buy For

$26,995
Stk # 3013, 6 cyl, auto, 26,865 mi.

2015 INFINITI 
Q50 3.7 AWD PREM   ...Buy For

$26,995
Stk # 3014, 6 cyl, auto, 18,488 mi.

2015 INFINITI  
QX60 3.5 AWD .............Buy For

$30,995
Stk # U5843, 6 cyl, auto, 44,733 mi.

2016 INFINITI  
QX60 AWD ................. Buy For

$33,265
Stk # U5777, 6 cyl, auto, 21,958 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

Stk #2974, 4 cyl, auto, black, 23,763 mi.

$15,995BUY 
FOR

WE NOW OFFER EXTENDED WARRANTIES TO 
UBER & LYFT DRIVERS 

WITH COVERAGE UP TO 150,000 MILES

ALTIMAPRE-OWNED 
2014 NISSAN   

BRAND-NEW 2019 INFINITI 

QX60 AWD 
3.5 PURE

VIN #KC504816, Stk #19121, V6, auto, black/black, MSRP $46,795.

$44,239BUY 
FOR

UBER SPECIAL
WE NOW OFFER EXTENDED WARRANTIES TO 

UBER & LYFT DRIVERS 
WITH COVERAGE UP TO 150,000 MILES
IN-STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
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Have you been seriously injured 
through a fault of another party?

Serving All Boros
Hablamos Espanol

Offi ce is Handicapped Accessible
No fee unless we recover

Free Consultation
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

RECOVERED FOR OUR CLIENTS

Piergrossi & Peterman
wewinyoucash.com

844-300-6648
Call our TOLL FREE hotline

for your complimentary consultation

INJURED?
WE WIN YOU $$$
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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Finding love again is 
possible for seniors 
who get back into the 
dating scene.

Aging brings about many changes 
in a person’s body. Some of these 
changes, such as hair becom-

ing gray or white, are widely known, 
while others may come as a surprise 
to people who have only begun to ex-
perience them.

It is normal for sexual desire and 
other issues affecting intimacy to 
change as a person ages. However, 
that doesn’t mean that seniors’ sex 
lives need to cease or change dra-
matically. Remaining open to ideas 
and continuing to communicate with 
one’s partner can keep couples’ rela-
tionships going strong well into their 
golden years.

The National Institute on Aging 
offers that certain normal physical 
changes can impact intimacy. These 
bodily changes may be hormonal. 
Women who have gone through meno-
pause may discover physical changes 
to their vaginas, including a shorten-
ing and narrowing of this part of the 
body. Stiffness and less lubrication 

also may occur in this area, impact-
ing their comfort and enjoyment. As 
men get older, their ability to have 
and keep an erection may diminish. 

Sexual issues are sometimes a 
byproduct of illness or certain pre-
scription medications. Chronic pain, 
arthritis, surgery, and even incon-
tinence also can impede intimacy. 
These are largely treatable condi-
tions, but patients must be willing to 
fi rst open a dialogue with their phy-
sicians: 

Communication
Couples are urged to talk about their 

intimacy goals. One person may not be 
fully aware of a partner’s desires. 

Other issues can be addressed as 
well. Discuss any discomfort or sex-
ual problems that can affect the rela-
tionship. Couples can bring situations 
to light so they can manage their is-
sues together. This can bring about 
a mutually acceptable solution that 
benefi ts both partners and prevents 

one from suffering in silence.

Overall health
Paying attention to overall health 

can positively impact sexual inti-
macy. Exercising regularly, eating a 
healthy diet, drinking plenty of fl u-
ids, avoiding tobacco and excessive 
alcohol consumption, and managing 
stress in your life can help in your 
daily life and in the bedroom. 

Speak with a doctor if a particular 
medication is impacting your health 
in a negative way. There may be an-
other, less invasive option you and 
your physician can explore.

Think creatively
Intimacy is more than just inter-

course. Intimacy may include touch-
ing, closeness, fantasies, role playing, 
and much more. The Mayo Clinic says 
people can help their partners under-
stand what they want from them. Dis-
cuss something that seems exciting 
and fi nd a way to include it in your sex 

life if both partners are willing.

Play it safe
Seniors who are single can broaden 

their horizons and resolve to get out 
and meet new people. However, when 
the time comes to engage in sexual ac-
tivity, seniors should be smart about 
it, regardless of their age. People age 55 
years or older account for one-quarter 
of all Americans living with HIV, re-
ports the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. In 2013, people age 
50 and over constituted more than 27 
percent of new AIDS diagnoses. Older 
adults are also at risk of other sexu-
ally transmitted infections. Condoms 
may seem like something for younger 
people to worry about, but they’re a 
necessity for older adults as well.

Sexual health is something seniors 
think about as the years pass. Re-
maining healthy, engaged, and com-
municative with a spouse or partner 
can ensure couples enjoy sexual inti-
macy for as long as possible.  

Sexual health 
as one 
ages
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
As we age, our bodies and minds 
go through changes. Many of these 
changes are normal; for instance al-
most all older people admit to “senior 
moments” when a name or title eludes 
them. Fortunately, the answer usually 
comes later in the conversation or in 
the middle of the night.  These mem-
ory lapses are not to be feared, they are 
due to natural brain shrinkage in older 
adults that sometime causes lapses in 
recall.

Some behavior changes, however, 
should be watched carefully.  They can 
be indicators of normal aging, but they 
might be danger signs. Here are three 
behaviors that should not be ignored:  

Weight loss: Not hungry 
or cannot eat?

It is not unusually for seniors to 
lose some weight as they age. After the 
age of 45, the average individual loses 
approximately 10 percent of his mus-
cle mass every 10 years. Many older 
adults gradually reduce their physi-
cal activity level when this occurs. 
As they become less active, seniors do 
not need as much food, might not be as 
hungry, and will not eat as much as in 
their younger days. 

But sometimes the reasons for not 
eating are more ominous. Weight loss 
can be a sign of depression. Many se-
niors experience intimate losses — the 
loss of youth, loss of loved ones, loss 
of possessions. Anyone of these fac-
tors can cause a person to become de-
pressed, and lose their desire to eat.

Another danger is weight loss be-
cause an older person forgets when 
or how to eat. A person with demen-
tia might not be aware she is hungry, 
or forgets how to prepare a meal. She 
might get up to prepare a meal but 
then forgets why she stood up. Some 
dementia patients forget how to han-
dle kitchen utensils. They might not 
remember how to open a can of tuna or 
soup, or how to hold a fork. These are 
signs that a person needs help with ba-
sic activities of daily living.

Forgetfulness: 
Absentmindedness or 
dangerous omissions?

There is a distinction between for-
getfulness and a serious mental defi -
ciency. A doctor friend once explained 
the difference this way: An older per-
son occasionally forgets where he put 
the car keys. This might be due to a 
momentary distraction when he puts 
the keys down. In this case, the keys 
are usually found with some memory 
prods like thinking back over what he 
did when he left the car. 

A more serious concern is when 
an older person is given car keys but 
does not know what they are or what 
to do with them. This is a danger sign 
that can indicate the early stages of Al-
zheimer’s disease or another cognitive 
disorder.

Occasional memory lapses are due 
to natural changes in the brain as we 
age. The brain reaches its maximum 
size in a person’s early 20s and then 
starts to shrink. Blood fl ow to the brain 

decreases over time, which can result 
in occasional memory slips. However, 
something more dangerous is happen-
ing when a senior cannot remember 
how to perform day-to-day functions. 

Confusion: Mistaken 
identify or other reality? 

We all misidentify a friend occa-
sionally. We might not be wearing 
our glasses, or might need a stronger 
lens prescription. We could also mis-
identify someone by association. My 
cousin Rachel often misidentifi es her 
children when addressing one. She 
goes through the names of all three 
kids and some times her dog before 
she settles on the correct name. This 
might cause some embarrassment, but 
is not to a cause for concern.

A senior who misidentifi es a young 
person for a sibling or grade school 
friend is a more dangerous concern. 
Many older people who are in the be-
ginning stages of Alzheimer’s disease 
lose track of time and begin calling 
friends and family members by the 
names of long-dead relatives. Confus-
ing the past with the present is a domi-
nant sign of dementia.  

Natural aging causes changes in 
both physical and mental capabilities. 
Many of these changes are normal, and 
with some life adjustments and a sense 
of humor, older people can continue to 
live productive and happy lives. Some 
changes, however, might be signs of 
serious conditions and should be mon-
itored. Is a person forgetful or unable 
to think? Is she hungry but not able to 

eat? These are behaviors that should be 
addressed. By recognizing these dan-
ger signs and fi nding the right help, we 
can insure our loved ones stay safe.

 Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care 
advisor, advocate, and founder of El-
derCareGiving, a service that helps 
families make diffi cult care decision 
for aging loved ones. For more infor-
mation, visit www.joannaleefer.com.

Proper dental care and 
oral hygiene is essen-
tial at all stages in 

life, even for people who 
have dentures, partials, or 
implants. People with den-
tures must recognize that 
oral hygiene protects their 
dentures as well as their 
mouths.

According to the Amer-
ican College of Prostho-
dontists, 35 million Ameri-
cans do not have any teeth, 
while 11 percent of the pop-
ulation requires the use of 
a complete denture. In ad-
dition, five percent of the 
U.S. population wears a 
partial denture. The Ca-
nadian Denture & Implant 
Centres says that 16 per-
cent of the population wear 
dentures.

Removable dentures re-
quire care to keep them 
clean and in good repair. 

Servicing dentures also 
helps ensure wearers’ 
mouths stay healthy. Fol-
low these guidelines to 
keep dentures clean:

Handle with care. Den-
tures are strong, but they 
are not impervious to dam-
age. Treat them with care 
while handling, being sure 
not to bend or damage any 
clasps when cleaning, and 
try not to drop them. When 
handling dentures, Colgate 
recommends standing over 
a folded towel or basin of 
water for added protection.

Brush daily. False teeth 
need to be brushed, so don’t 
trade in your toothbrush 
just yet. Brushing will help 
remove food deposits and 
prevent staining.

Take a break. Remove 
dentures before going to 
bed and soak the dentures 
in warm water or special 

denture cleansers. Remov-
ing dentures for six to eight 
hours allows tissue in-
side the mouth to recover. 
Soaking helps to remove 
stains, bacteria, and tar-
tar. The Mayo Clinic notes 
that most dentures need to 
remain moist to keep their 
shape, so do not allow them 
to dry out.

Clean your mouth. 
While dentures are re-
moved, use gauze or a soft 
toothbrush to clean the 
tongue, palate, and cheeks. 
If you still have any natu-
ral teeth, use a soft-bris-
tled brush to cleanse. Al-
ways rinse dentures before 
returning them to your 
mouth.

Schedule regular den-

tal visits. Dentists can ad-
vise how frequently to have 
dentures checked for fit 
and professional cleaning. 
Loose dentures can cause 
sores and infection, so it’s 
best to address any issues 
regarding fitting promptly. 
Dentists also will inspect 
the inside of the mouth for 
signs of disease or irrita-
tion.

Eat healthy foods. 
Make sure to eat a well-bal-
anced diet to keep the body 
and mouth healthy. Cut up 
hard foods like fresh fruits 
and vegetables if dentures 
are impacting your ability 
to eat these foods. 

People of all ages rely 
on partial or complete den-
tures to maintain their 
smiles. Routine care is nec-
essary to keep the dentures 
intact and mouths healthy.  

Caring for dentures improves oral health

ELDERCARE TODAY

Is it natural aging or a danger sign?

Something more dangerous is happening 
when a senior cannot remember how to per-
form day-to-day functions.
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B3, B44, 
B36

3500 Nostrand Avenue
(between Avenues U & V)

www.HQBK.com

QTrain:

Monday – Friday 9 am – 7 pm, Saturday 9 am – 2 pm
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Early Screening
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Early detection allows doctors to more effectively 
identify symptoms and disease complications in support
of preventative treatment plans and managing risks for: 

  Erectile dysfunction 

  Is your practice capable of screening for  
  these hidden causes of disease?Testing for 8 Essential Risk Factors
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Call Today to Schedule a Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
�������	
��	��������	��	��

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 AVENUE
( )
Take  B  or  Q  Train to Kings Highway        B68, B82 & B7

OFFICIAL 
DENTIST 

OF
NEW YORK 
RIVETERS

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy

Cosmetic dentistry / 
extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early 
detection  of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography

Call 718-339-7878 today 
to schedule your private 
consultation with an expe-
rienced dentist in the latest 
dental implant technology.

IMPLANT
$1,250

(abutment and crown 
additional $1,250)

VENEER 
SPECIAL

Cosmetic Porcelain

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme makeove you have always wanted

Kiss Your
Dentures
Goodbye

...and say hello 
to the comfort 

and 
convenience 

of dental implants 
that 

look and function 
just like 

your natural teeth!

Senior Special

ELDERCARE TODAY

Aging comes with several sen-
sory changes, many of which 
people expect. Loss of hearing 

or diminishing vision are widely as-
sociated with aging. But one’s senses 
of smell and taste may diminish with 
aging as well.

The senses of taste and smell 
work in concert. The sense of smell 
is vital to personal health, not only 
because inhaling pleasant aromas 
can provide comfort and stress re-
lief through aromatherapy and help 
trigger important memories, but 
also because smell enables a person 
to detect the dangers of smoke, gas, 
spoiled food, and more. The National 
Institute on Aging says that, as a 
person gets older, his or her sense of 
smell may fade, and that will also af-
fect taste. The Mayo Clinic says some 
loss of taste and smell is natural and 
can begin as early as age 60.

Adults have about 9,000 taste buds 
sensing sweet, salty, sour, bitter, and 
umami fl avors, or those correspond-
ing to the fl avor of glutamates. Many 
tastes are linked to odors that begin 
at the nerve endings in the lining of 
the nose. Medline says the number of 
taste buds decreases as one ages, and 
that remaining taste buds may be-
gin to shrink. Sensitivity to the fi ve 
tastes also begins to decline. This 
can make it more diffi cult to distin-
guish between fl avors.

Similarly, especially after age 70, 
smell can diminish due to a loss of 
nerve endings and less mucus in the 

nose. With the combination of the re-
duction of these important sensory 
nerves in the nose and on the tongue, 
loss of smell and taste can greatly af-
fect daily life.

Changes in these senses can con-
tribute to feelings of depression, di-
minish one’s enjoyment of food and 
cause harmful conditions, such as 
extreme weight loss from disinterest 
in food to problems associated with 
overusing salt or sugar. 

Although aging is often to blame, 
loss of smell and taste also may be tied 
to early symptoms of Parkinson’s dis-
ease or Alzheimer’s disease. Cancer 
treatments, medications, lack of sa-
liva, colds, fl u, and other factors may 
contribute to sensory loss. Changing 
medications or treatments may help. 

It’s important to bring up dimin-
ished fl avors or smells with a doctor 
to rule out something more serious 
and to determine what might help 
restore pleasure from smells and fl a-
vors. An otolaryngologist, or a doc-
tor who specializes in diseases of the 
ears, nose and throat, may be able to 
help fi x the problem, though some 
people may be referred to a neurolo-
gist or another specialist.

Continuing to use one’s sense of 
smell and taste by cooking, garden-
ing, trying new fl avors, and experi-
menting with different aromas may 
help slow down the decline these 
senses. Although age-related loss of 
taste and smell cannot be reversed, 
some such cases may be treatable.  

Seniors’ sense of 
smell and taste 
change with age

Loss of hearing or diminishing vision are widely associated with aging. But one’s senses of 
smell and taste may diminish with aging as well.
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hingles is a form of the 
herpes zoster virus that 
particularly impacts 

older adults who have had 
chicken pox. That is because 
chicken pox is also caused by 
the herpes zoster virus, and 
though adults may remember 
that condition as a temporary 
“rite of passage” from their 
youths, the virus itself can re-
main in the bloodstream for 
years.  As an adult’s immune 
system weakens with age, 
they become more susceptible 
to the re-emergence of this vi-
rus in the form of shingles. 

“After age 50, an adult’s 
ability to fight diseases de-
creases, because lympho-
cytes [white blood cells] be-
come more sluggish,” notes 
Stephen Danziger, MD, chief 
of dermatology at NewY-
ork-Presbyterian Brooklyn 
Methodist Hospital. “This is 
what causes shingles to ap-
pear, often in the form of a 
painful rash that includes 
red patches on skin with 
chicken pox-like blisters. As 

long as it is identified and 
treated early with antiviral 
medication and antibiotics, 

an outbreak of shingles usu-
ally clears in two to three 
weeks. However, lingering 

pain (postherpetic neural-
gia) may last for months or 
years and require ongoing 
management with medica-
tion.” 

Almost 1 out of 3 people 
in the United States will de-
velop shingles during their 
lifetime. A key hurdle in the 
fight against shingles is that 
many seniors in Brooklyn 
are not up to date on their 
vaccines. 

“I stress to my patients 
that it’s not too late to play 
catch up, but it has to start 
now,” said Dr. Danziger. Vac-
cinations against shingles 
are available and recom-
mended for all seniors ages 
60 and up, whether or not 
they have already developed 
the disease. Physicans also 
stress the importance of the 
tetanus, diphtheria and per-
tussis—or Tdap—vaccine for 
seniors who live in a house-
hold with young children 
who aren’t yet old enough to 
receive their own immuni-
zations, the pneumonia vac-

cine for elderly people whose 
health is compromised, and 
an annual flu vaccine. Two 
doses of vaccinations for hep-
atitis A and three doses for 
hepatitis B are also recom-
mended for seniors if they 
have never contracted the ill-
ness and are at higher than 
average risk.

Those who benefit second-
arily from a senior staying 
current on vaccinations in-
clude his or her loved ones, 
and anyone else with whom 
he or she has regular contact. 
This is “herd immunity” 
in action—reducing one’s 
chances of becoming conta-
gious also reduces the chance 
that people with whom he or 
she interacts will be vulner-
able to the spread of the shin-
gles virus on other diseases.

To schedule an appointment 
with a physician affiliated with 
NYP Brooklyn Methodist Hos-
pital, please call 718-499-2273 or 
visit www.nyp.org/brooklyn. 

—New York-Presbyterian 
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital

ELDERCARE TODAY

I t’s September and back-to-school 
season is in full swing. While par-
ents have been busy getting the kids 

ready for the start of the school year, at 
CaringKind, ensuring that New York-
ers have the information they need to 
deal with a dementia or Alzheimer’s 
diagnosis is a year-round priority. 

Whether you are caring for some-
one who has the disease; have a friend 
or family member about whom you’re 
concerned; or if you — yourself — 
have been recently diagnosed, in the 
fi ght against Alzheimer’s, education 
is a critically important “weapon.” 

Too often, people dismiss the im-
portance of Alzheimer’s education: 
“It’s not going to change the diagnosis 
… I’m better off not knowing what’s 
ahead ... I can handle it. How hard can 
caregiving be…”  

Believe me, equipping yourself 
with information about dementia will 
dramatically improve your quality of 
life as a caregiver and that of the per-
son with the disease.

So, what do you need to know about 
Alzheimer’s? The answer is simple: a 
lot.  

First, if you think that someone 
you know might have dementia, or if 
you’re worried about yourself, don’t 
wait. Please call us! The CaringKind 
24-hour Helpline — (646) 744–2900 

— is available 365 days a year and is 
staffed by trained professionals. No 
question is too big or too small. Our 
social workers will guide you with ex-
pertise and compassion and, after in-
depth consultations, they 
will create a personalized 
care plan just for you and 
your family. 

Another great source 
of information is the Car-
ingKind website: www.
caringkindnyc.org. Here, 
you can get the basics on the symp-
toms, causes, diagnosis, treatment, 
how to reduce your risk, and so much 
more. You can also get helpful tips on 

how to deal with aggressive behav-
ior, how to communicate with a per-
son who has Alzheimer’s, how to tell 
the grandkids that “Nana” is sick, or 
what to do if your family member is 

prone to wandering. 
No one should travel 

this Alzheimer’s jour-
ney alone. CaringKind’s 
website is also an impor-
tant resource for help at 
every step along the way. 
We offer hundreds of free 

support groups and educational work-
shops, run by trained facilitators, in a 
safe and comfortable environment. 

Arming yourself with informa-

tion will help you better understand 
and deal with the behavior of the 
person with dementia. It will also 
allow you to prepare for the inevi-
table and overwhelming decisions 
you’ll have to make about health 
care, legal and financial matters 
as the disease progresses — things 
like powers of attorney, health care 
proxies, long-term care insurance, 
navigating Medicaid, getting appro-
priate home care service, long-term 
care options, the steps involved in 
moving someone to a skilled nurs-
ing facility and difficult end-of-life 
decisions. 

Rarely a day does by where Al-
zheimer’s is not in the news. We en-
courage you to read all you can about 
the disease. But, be a smart consumer 
of media reports. Be wary of over-
blown or misleading stories about po-
tential cures and treatments. If some-
thing sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is. You can always check the 
CaringKind website for the latest up-
dates on research.

Socrates certainly knew what he 
was talking about when he said that 
we don’t know what we don’t know. At 
CaringKind we’re here to fi ll that gap 
and make sure that you have the best 
information possible about Alzheim-
er’s and dementia.

Educate yourself about Alzheimer’s and dementia

By learning all that you can about Alzheimer’s, you can help loved ones get the proper help 
they need. 

Care 
Chronicle
 Jed Levine
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Perhaps thanks to a struggling 
economy and an unpredictable 
stock market that has resulted in 

many retirement nest eggs being deci-
mated, more and more adult children 
are welcoming their aging parents into 
their homes. Such living situations 
have led to a growth in in-law suites. 

In-law suites are often created by 
converting a room in the house, such 
as the basement or even a garage, into 
a livable suite. Such suites can ben-
efi t elderly relatives who might have 
been dealt an unforeseen fi nancial 
blow. But in-law suites can also benefi t 
younger homeowners who want to see 
their parents more. In addition, when 
older men and women move in with 
their adult children, they can provide 
some necessary relief from the escalat-
ing cost of daycare.

But before building an in-law suite 
in their home, homeowners might 
want to heed the following tips:

Be certain it is legal. Making 
changes to your home may require 
a permit, particularly if your in-law 
suite will be an entirely new addition 
to your property and not just a strict 
room remodel. Contact your local 
zoning board to ensure the project is 

within your rights as a homeowner.
Consider the health of your in-

laws when making plans. Many in-
law suites are occupied by aging rela-
tives who might not be able to get up 
and down stairs as easily as they used 
to. That makes accessibility of the 
suite a top priority. Typically, it’s best 
to locate in-law suites on the fi rst fl oor, 
so relatives won’t fi nd it diffi cult to get 
in and out of the suite.

 Don’t overlook privacy. Just be-
cause your parents or in-laws will be 
moving in doesn’t mean they don’t still 
value their privacy. Chances are your 
relatives will initially feel as though 
they are invading your space and your 
privacy, so be sure the suite affords ad-
equate privacy to all members of the 
household. It might be best to build 
the suite so it has its own separate en-
trance from the rest of the home. The 
suite should also have its own full 
bathroom and, if possible, its own 
kitchen area so your in-laws can cook 
for themselves and entertain their own 
guests without feeling like a burden. A 
second kitchen is also something to 
discuss with a zoning board, as some 
locales prohibit having two complete 
kitchens in a single residence.

Tailor certain amenities to the 

elderly. If your in-laws are older, in-
stall certain amenities, such as grab 
bars in the shower and bathroom, 
during the initial construction so you 
won’t have to make changes down the 
road. Install easy-open drawers and 
make sure the suite has ample light-
ing.

Remember to install safety fea-

tures. Safety features like fi re, smoke, 
and carbon monoxide detectors are 
a necessity. Make sure the alarms on 
each of these detectors are loud enough 
so elderly men and women who have 
hearing loss can hear them without 

issue. Make sure all walkways lead-
ing to the in-law suite have motion-de-
tecting lamps at night to reduce risk of 
falling. Also, if the suite will be a sepa-
rate building from your house, such as 
a converted pool house or detached ga-
rage, install an intercom system that 
connects with the main house so your 
relatives can easily reach you in case 
of emergency.

In-law suites are becoming more 
popular as a greater number of older 
adults are moving in with their adult 
children. Such suites can bring fami-
lies closer together and prove benefi -
cial for all parties involved.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Things to consider when 
building an in-law suite

Many seniors are moving in with their adult children to help care for grandkids and provide 
some relief from a sagging economy.
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@
sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE 
CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY 
(631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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By Julianne Cuba

They’re straight outta country! 
A Brooklyn band that combines 

hip-hop and bluegrass will drop 
some down-home beats at the penulti-
mate Live at the Archway summer music 
session, under the Manhattan Bridge on 
Sept. 13. The two genres blend together 
as smooth as Kentucky bourbon, and have 
more similarities than you might think, 
said the self-proclaimed mastermind 
behind  Gangstagrass .

“We’ve discovered that there is a lot 
of common ground on several levels that 
people don’t expect but are really there, in 
terms of having been developed originally 
in a community for people to jam togeth-
er,” said Rench, who lives in Kensington. 

Rench, a singer and guitar player, 
formed Gangstagrass about a decade ago, 
mixing together hip hop — a genre native 
to the Bronx — and bluegrass — a genre 
native to the Appalachian mountains. But 
despite the hundreds of miles that separate 
their origins, both stem from the same 
kind of stories, he said. 

“They share a lot of common narra-
tives in terms of outlaws, being on the run, 
trouble with the law, poverty, hardship,” 
said Rench. “Both tap into these narratives 
that resonate with people.”

Hip-hop and bluegrass both emphasize 
the art of freestyle, although they call 
it by different words — in hip-hop, it is 
known as cypher, and in bluegrass, it is 
called a pick, and as long as each musi-

cian knows the names, they can work 
together, said Rench.

“One of the important similarities [is a] 
very strong improvisational element. Once 
you translate the vocabulary, it really clicks 
into place,” he said. “Those two things are 
really essentially the same thing.”

Gangstagrass has a core group of about 
five musicians, but Rench has recruited 
a few more to play the show under the 
Brooklyn to Manhattan span, after scour-
ing both musical scenes for the best musi-
cians for the part. Potential players must 
have a particular personality in order to 
bridge the two genres, said Rench.

“People that have openness to see the 
connection, be interested and be enthusi-
astic in playing in this kind of combina-

tion, and having the skills to pull it off,” 
he said.

Watching Gangstagrass jam live is 
very different from listening to an album, 
according to Rench, because the band 
members will put their whole heart and 
soul into playing for the crowd and creat-
ing something new.

“Expect a lot of energy and connec-
tion — we really make it a party, in terms 
of bringing interaction and spontaneity to 
feel things with the crowd and get things 
going,” said Rench. “It’s gonna be good. 
It’s gonna be fun.”

Gangstagrass at Live at the Archway 
(Water Street between Anchorage Place 
and Adams Street in Dumbo, www.dumbo.
is). Sept. 13 at 6 pm. Free.

Gangastrass bridges rap and roots music

Hip hop hootenany!

Down-home homeboys: The 
Brooklyn band Gangstagrass, 
which combines hip hop and 
bluegrass, will play under the 
Manhattan Bridge on Sept. 13. 



COURIER LIFE, SEPT. 7-13, 201840    24-7

By Kevin Duggan

Film fanatics come out to plaaaay!
The 18th annual Coney Island 

Film Festival, screening on Sept. 
14–16, will showcase almost 20 hours 
of comedies, dramas, animation, short 
films, and documentaries. Regardless of 
genre, all the flicks embody the anarchic 
freedom of the People’s Playground, 
according to the event’s director.

“The festival really embraces the 
spirit of Coney Island, making it kinda 
freaky fun and wild and anything goes,” 
said Rob Leddy.

The festival has doubled in size 
since its modest beginnings in 2001, 
when it launched with a collection of 
short films inside the Coney Island 
Museum. It later added feature films, 
additional screenings in Coney Island 
USA’s Sideshow theater, and an annual 
screening of the iconic Coney Island 
film “The Warriors.” 

This year, the festival has added 
a program of science-fiction movies, 
which fits right in with the local vibe, 
said Leddy.

“Coney Island’s a bizarre place and 

so are most sci-fi films,” he said. 
The growth of the festival has 

matched the renaissance of Coney Island 
itself over the last 18 years, according to 
the neighborhoods’s unofficial mayor.

“Over the years the festival coin-
cided with a lot of the rezoning and 

rebuilding in Coney Island, and Coney 
Island is starting to be pretty strong like 
it did in the 1950s,” said Dick Zigun.

The tireless booster of Coney Island 
will introduce each film during the fest, 
and appears as himself in three different 
shorts during the “Coney Island Films” 
block on Sept. 16. His prominence in the 
films is only natural, said Zigun.

“I’ve been at it for 40 years and 
I have been a major player in Coney 
Island,” he said.

One of his appearances comes in 
a mockumentary inspired by a rogue 
anti-Trump protest at the 2017 Mermaid 
Parade. “The Infamous Mermaid 
Uprising of 2017” reveals the untold tale 
behind the haphazard protest, directed 
by an “anonymous playwright,” which 
featured enslaved mermaids dragging a 
Trump impersonator into the Mermaid 
Parade and blocking the annual extrava-
ganza, until security removed the mer-
maids and the faux Trump family. 

This incident — and the fact that 
it became a mockumentary — shows 
the weird sense of humor that locals 
celebrate, said Zigun.

“If that doesn’t explain the tenacity 
of Brooklyn artists then I don’t know 
what else does, to take a partially failed 
protest and then document it,” he said.

The festival will culminate in true 
Coney Island fashion, with an award 
ceremony at the Eldorado Auto Skooter 
Bumper Cars and Arcade. Festivalgoers 
will be able to bump into the makers 
of their favorite new flicks — literally, 
said Zigun.

“All the filmmakers will show up, 
the awards plaques will be given out, 
and then guests get to ride for free. So 
you can bump your ass off,” he said.

“The 18th Annual Coney Island Film 
Festival” at Sideshows by the Seashore 
and the Coney Island Museum [1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159, www.coneyis-
land.com]. Sept. 14–16. Screenings $8 
each ($50 festival pass).

By Kevin Duggan

There will be plenty to fest your 
eyes on at this year’s Coney 
Island Film Festival. Here are 

a few shorts and feature films to 
make sure you see next weekend.

At Sideshows By The Seashore 
or the Coney Island Museum [both 
located at 1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, (718) 372-
5159, www.coneyisland.com]. $8 
(unless otherwise noted).

Party on!
The festival’s decadent Opening 

Night Party will be a neighborhood 
affair, with dancers from Burlesque at 
the Beach, a two-hour open bar with 
beer from Coney Island Brewery, 
and food catered by Gargiulo’s 
Restaurant.

 Sept. 14 at 9:30 pm. $25.

Dazed doc
“Super 8 Daze,” screening in the 

Program One block of short docu-
mentaries, follows 1970s teenagers 
Rob Hampton and John Morgan, who 
filmed Super 8 epics while growing 
up in New England, and whose mini-
blockbusters of childhood mischief 
became internet hits decades later.

Sept. 15 at 1 pm.

Road trip
Two teenage Hasidic girls take 

the family car and run away from 
their Brooklyn home in the feature 
“Staring at the Sun,” trying to find 

freedom  somewhere out West.
Sept. 15 at 9 pm.

Can you dig it?  
Come out and play at the late-

night screening of “The Warriors,” 
the 1979 cult classic about a Coney 
Island street gang who must battle 
every other gang in the city as they 
make their way from the Bronx back 
to Coney Island. Expect a raucous 
crowd that will quote along with 
the film. 

Sept. 15 at 10:30 pm. $10.

Funny folk
“Standing Up” is a documentary 

feature that delves into the lives of 
three unlikely aspiring comedians, 
risking everything for a shot on stage, 
including an ultra-Orthodox Jew from 
a secluded Brooklyn sect, a homeless 
woman, and a personal injury lawyer 
whose immigrant family discourage 
him from pursuing stand-up.

Sept. 16 at 5:30 pm.

By Julianne McShane

The dance is a red 
alert. 

Five danc-
ers, covered head-to-
toe with magenta body 
paint, recently performed 
strange, silent routines 
at the sites of racist and 
homophobic attacks 
throughout the city. They 
will recreate those perfor-
mances at “ Sentinel ,” at 
the Brooklyn Historical 
Society in Downtown 
on Sept. 14, while films 
of their public perfor-
mances play behind them. 
Flatbush choreographer 
Danielle Russo — who 
also directed the films — 
said the performers hoped 
to make passersby learn 
more about the largely-
ignored attacks.

“We decided we could 
do some nonviolent, active 
protest that could draw 
attention to these stories 
that we were very much 
concerned about,” said 
Russo. 

The night will fea-
ture five 30-minute solo 
performances, with each 
dancer encased in a large 
Plexiglas box, while their 
films play on screens near-
by. Viewers will be able to 
move around the space, 
wearing headphones that 
play testimony from each 
performer.

Among the performers 
is Kayla Farrish, who per-
formed at the intersection 
of Eastern Parkway and 
Classon Avenue in Crown 
Heights, where a noose 

was found last September. 
Another, Molly Griffin, 
performed on a Brooklyn-
bound Q train crossing the 
Manhattan bridge, where 
a 24-year-old lesbian 
woman was beaten uncon-
scious last year, according 
to Russo. 

The deep red color of 
the dancer’s skin and hair 
definitely drew attention, 
said Russo, but it was 
intended to highlight a 
common humanity that 
transcends skin color.

“We wanted to strip the 
body bare and comment 
on the absurdity of how 
inflamed society is getting 
in regards to pre-existing 
racial tensions,” she said.

Many jaded New 
Yorkers simply walked past 
the performers, or stopped 
to stare at the spectacle, 
but Russo hopes the event 
will remind viewers that 
they are more alike than 
they are different.

“People have gotten 
desensitized from being 
compassionate,” she 
said. “We felt compelled 
to produce a collective 
response.”

Russo’s Performance 
Project will donate 10 per-
cent of proceeds from the 
show  to the New York 
Civil Liberties Union.

“Sentinel” at the 
Brooklyn Historical 
Society (128 Pierrepont 
St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, www.
drpp.nyc/sentinel). Sept. 
14 at 8 pm. $20 ($15 in 
advance).

Best of the fest

FREAKS ON FILM

Coney’s close-up: Many of the films in the Coney Island Film Festival feature the seaside 
nabe, including “Coney Island Sunrise,”  about a young musician struggling with her new-
found fame, screening on Sept. 16 at 6 pm. Vagabond Beaumont

Breaking the mold: “Standing Up” show-
cases a comedian who risks expulsion 
from his ultra-Orthodox Jewish sect to 
follow his passion.  Jon Miller

Body politic
Dancers highlight 
Bklyn bias attacks

Movie fest celebrates Coney Island attitude

Scene of the crime: Kayla Farrish performed a 30-minute solo in 
Crown Heights — where a noose was found last fall — as part of 
“Sentinel,” happening in Brooklyn Heights on Sept. 14. Luke Ohlson
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Menu and Market Prices on line 
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions 
& subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

Fish n Chips SPECIAL

$1299

PURE LOBSTER MEAT 
ON A TOASTED BUN
with this coupon only

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

Lobster Roll Slider
$999

INCLUDES CORN 
OR FRIES

with this coupon only

+TAX

New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.  Telecharge.com or 212-239-6200 

DesperateMeasuresMusical.com

O U T S TA N D I N G  M U S I C A L

1515 Award Nominations

2018 OUTER CRITICS AWARD
and

“A DELIGHT...SUCH A HOOT! WONDERFUL!”

The New York Times
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St Luke’s Theatre, 308 West 46th Street - Telecharge.com 212-239-6200

A New Musical Written by Dorothy Marcic

ForTheGirlsTheMusical.com

From the  Soundtrack  of Your Life
A high energy celebration of women featuring Top-40 songs like 
RESPECT, Stand by Your Man, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, These 
Boots are Made for Walkin’, I Will Survive, Greatest Love of All…

“Powerful, funny and uplifting!
A musical that both sexes can enjoy.” - Talkin’ Broadway

“FANTASTIC - A WINNER!”
- Broadway World

Photo: Carol Rosegg
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Word’s picks: 
“Ohio,” by Stephen Markley

Markley’s novel broke 
me in half. A dazzling por-
trayal of heartland America 
in all its yearning, squalor, 
destruction, and beauty, 
“Ohio” is like a photo of 
a long-lost hometown 
girlfriend, piercing in its 
evocative power, crush-
ing in its sadness.

— Michael Lindgren, 
Word [126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096,  www.wordbook-
stores.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Notes from the Fog,” by Ben Marcus

This new story collection 
is an uncanny, unflinching, 
and (strangely) warm rumi-
nation on the human, in 
all its destabilized glory. 
Various spectral charac-
ters carry the banner; a 
husband and wife pair 
of architects memorial-
izing a terrorist attack, 
a highly disease-averse 
child, and a tech start-
up middle manager-
turned-guinea pig, 
who must renounce 
solid food in order to be fed 
only by a “human grow light.” These stories will 
stick to your ribs.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Fight No More,” by Lydia Millet

In this collection of linked 
stories, Lydia Millet deliv-
ers a satisfying spectrum 
of characters enduring the 
brunt of life’s surprises 
and tragedies. Millet 
uses a close, third-person 
voice to depict charac-
ters young and old, as 
they try to retain their 
dignity in the face of 
imperfect families and 
strain to justify their 
own behavior, howev-
er absurd or dysfunc-
tional. She stretches her plot with 
new, unlikely incidents, returning just in time to a 
familiar character, which makes this collection particu-
larly novelistic, and a successful experiment in shifting 
perspectives.

— Ben Hoffman, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbook-
store.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Julianne McShane

Get fired up this weekend in 
the Ridge!

Where there’s smoke, 
there’s whiskey! Fire up a stogie 
and start your weekend with some 
decadent drinks at the Cigar and 
Whiskey Night at the Fort Hamilton 
Community Club Lounge (207 
Sterling Dr. at Sheridan Loop, 
enter the base at 101st Street and 
Fort Hamilton Parkway). You can 
make like “Mad Men” by sampling 
a selection of whiskey, bourbon, 
and Scotch while puffing away. 
The indulgent evening starts at 7 
pm — snag your spot at hamilton.
armymwr.com, and save $5 off the 
$35 ticket by grabbing your ticket 
online. Remember: you need valid, 
United States-issued photo identifi-
cation to get on the base.

As another option, you can 
spend Friday night with the King! 

Point your blue suede shoes to the 
Schnitzel Haus (7319 Fifth Ave. 
between 73rd and 74th streets), 
where Elvis tribute artist Lamar 

Peters will croon some of the King’s 
top hits. The lights go up on this 
hour-long show at 8 pm. 

On Saturday, head bang your 
way to Red, White, and Brew
(8910 Fifth Ave. between 89th and 
90th streets) where the Rock Farm 
quartet will open a new season of 
afternoon shows. The band will play 
covers of rock hits from the 1980s 
and ’90s in a free, four-hour show 
starting at 3:30 pm.

Then ease your way on down 
to the Wicked Monk (9510 Third 
Ave. between 95th and 96th streets), 
where you can get some more liquid 
refreshment while you listen to the 
band Liquid A, which takes the stage 
at 11 pm. The four-man band will 
play funk, dance, rock, and pop cov-
ers until late in the night. The music 
will cost you an as-yet-undetermined 
amount, likely between $7 and $10 
— but it will definitely be worth it!

Music rocks the Ridge all weekend!

By Alexandra Simon

They are photos of fear.
A Brooklyn photographer 

will display images inspired by 
the worry black mothers have about 
police violence against their sons, 
at two exhibits opening this month, 
in Sunset Park on Sept. 7 and Fort 
Greene on Sept. 12. Jon Henry’s photo 
series “Stranger Fruit” was inspired 
equally by Nina Simone’s rendition of 
the song “Strange Fruit,” about lynch-
ings in the American South, and by 
Michelangelo’s famous Pieta sculpture 
— which depicts the Virgin Mary hold-
ing her dead son Jesus. Henry decided 
to recreate the emotion in the Italian 
sculpture with modern figures.

“There are lot of stories regard-
ing police violence, and I thought of 
using the motif of Pieta — but with 
black mothers and sons recreating that 
pose,” he said.

The Prospect Lefferts Gardens 
photographer travelled to different cit-
ies and states to arrange shoots with 
families for the project. Many of his 
photos subjects are friends, family, 
or people who heard about the project 
and reached out to him.

Each exhibit features more than a 
dozen images. Some of the shots vary 
from the traditional Pieta pose in order 
to accommodate multiple children, or 
to emphasize the theme of police vio-
lence, said Henry.

“The Pieta was the launching point 
and I using that as framework,” he said. 
“Sometimes it’s one body or two, but it’s 
the same story with a different pose.”

Henry said he focused his project 
on women and their sons in order to 
show the importance of the mother-son 
relationship in black communities. 

“In a lot of situations, mothers are 
often forgotten about when tragedy 
happens and I wanted to shine light for 
the mothers who have lost and show 
them that they are not forgotten,” said 
Henry. “Because when everything is 
said and done, how a mother protects 
her children is something that affects 
the African-American community.”

He hopes that viewers will use 
the photos to discuss the epidemic of 
extrajudicial violence against black 
men, and to challenge the societal 
structures that support it.

“I hope this furthers the dialogue, 
and for people to realize what’s going 

on out there so they can get to the point 
of acknowledging that there is some-
thing wrong in society,” said Henry. 
“We live in a society where mothers are 
losing their sons to hate, bias, whatever 
you want to call it — so how can we 
solve this problem? And if we don’t 
find a solution the problem is going to 
continue to happen.”

“Stranger Fruit” at NARS 
Foundation [201 46th St. between 
Second and Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, 718-768-2765, www.narsfounda-
tion.org]. Opening reception on Sept. 
7 at 6 pm. Free.

And at Bric House Hallway [647 
Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5600, www.bri-
cartsmedia.org]. Opening reception 
on Sept. 12 at 7 pm. Free.

FALLEN SONS
Black mothers recreate Pieta in photo series

Modern Pieta: Photographer Jon Henry took this picture of a New Jersey mother and her 
three sons for his series “Stranger Fruit,” on display at two Brooklyn galleries this month. 
Henry was inspired by Michaelangelo’s Pieta sculpture, but changes the composition of his 
subjects as needed. Jon Henry
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Telecharge: (212) 239-6200   
Westside Theatre (Upstairs) 407 W. 43rd St., NYC

NOW THRU SEPTEMBER 30 ONLY

Penn & Teller

“AMAZING MAGIC. INGENIOUS!”GIC IN“AM“ US!”

“WORLD-CLASS ILLUSIONIST.”
Broadway World

“WO IST.”

VitalyMagic.comiiii m
e Theatre (U

Vitalyiiiii c.commmmm

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA

EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER82
 YEARS

$29.75*$20.75 $26.75*

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

New Corner Restaurant

   Is
 Now Considered A Landmark
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

SAT, SEPT. 8
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
Danny Garcia v Shawn 
Porter. $57–$750. tba.

TUE, SEPT. 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: 
$15–$174. 7 pm.

THU, SEPT. 20
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: 
$15–$174. 7 pm.

FRI, SEPT. 21
FAMILY, SESAME STREET 

LIVE! LET’S PARTY!: 
$19–$125. 5:30 pm.

SAT, SEPT. 22
FAMILY, SESAME STREET 

LIVE! LET’S PARTY!: 
$19–$125. 10:30 am, 2 
pm, 5:30 pm.

SUN, SEPT. 23
FAMILY, SESAME STREET 

LIVE! LET’S PARTY!: 
$19–$125. 10:30 am, 2 
pm, 5:30 pm.

SAT, SEPT. 29
ESPORTS, ESL ONE NEW 

YORK: $45–$169. 9 am.

SUN, SEPT. 30
ESPORTS, ESL ONE NEW 

YORK: $45–$169. 9 am.

THU, OCT. 4
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$81–$236. 8 pm.

FRI, OCT. 5
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$81–$236. 8 pm.

SAT, OCT. 6
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V NASH-
VILLE PREDATORS: 
$41–$230. 7 pm.

SUN, OCT 7
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$79–$450. 8 pm. 

MON, OCT. 8
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V SAN JOSE 
SHARKS: $21–$252. 
1 pm.

TUE, OCT. 9
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND 

THE MACHINE: $49–
$129. 7 pm.

THU, OCT. 11
MUSIC, NIKKI MINAJ, 

FUTURE: $36–$182. 
7:30 pm. 

SAT, OCT. 13
MUSIC, GORILLAZ: $89–

$160. 8 pm.

SUN, OCT. 14
MUSIC, PHIL COLLINS: 

$96–$306. 8 pm. 

THU, OCT. 18
MUSIC, SO SO DEF 25TH 

CULTURAL CURREN$Y 
TOUR: $49–$150. 7:30 
pm. 

FRI, OCT. 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V NEW YORK 
KNICKS: $107–$655. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT. 20
MUSIC, J BALVIN: $39–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, OCT. 24
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V FLORIDA 
PANTHERS: $15–$185. 
7 pm.

FRI, OCT. 26
MUSIC, NICK CAVE AND 

THE BAD SEEDS: $19–
$99. 7:15 pm.

Trash is terrific!: Oscar the Grouch sings the praises of garbage 
in the family-friendly show “Sesame Street Live: Let’s Party!” 
at Barclays Center on Sept. 21, 22, and 23. Feld Entertainment

FRI, SEPT. 7
FRIDAY NIGHT BINGO: 

The senior center hosts a 
monthly bingo night with 
pizza, soda, coffee, cake, 
and plenty of bingo cards. 
$12. 4:30 pm. Bay Ridge 
Center [6935 Fourth Ave. 
between Bay Ridge and 
Ovington avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748–0650], 
bayridgecenter.com. 

THEATER, “ATHENA”: Gra-
cie Gardner’s “fi erce and 
lovely” comedy about two 
aspiring Olympic fencers. 
$25 ($18 for under-30s). 8 
pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

THEATER, “GODSPELL”: The 
Gospel-based musical re-
turns for another run. $20 
($15 for Seniors). 8 pm. Re-
deemer St. John Sanctuary 
(839 83rd St. between Sev-
enth and Tenth Avenues 
in Dyker Heights), www.
bkone.org. 

SAT, SEPT. 8
DANCE, MARK MORRIS 

DANCE CENTER OPEN 
HOUSE: Sample world 
dance classes for kids and 
teens, meet the faculty, 
and see performances. 
Free. 9 am–3 pm. Mark 
Morris Dance Group [3 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Nostrand Avenue and 
Bedford Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 624–8400], 
www.markmorrisdance-
group.org. 

MARKET, BROOKLYN BIKE 
JUMBLE: A bicycle fl ea 
market. Free to browse. 
10 am–4 pm. Old Stone 
House (336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope), www.
nybikejumble.com.

GOWANUS BLOCK PARTY: 
The Bell House celebrates 
10 years with a neighbor-
hood block party, fea-
turing life-size Rock ‘em 
Sock ‘em Robots, a beer 
garden, workshops, and 
food trucks. Free. Noon–6 
pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

DINING, MARTHA STEW-
ART WINE AND FOOD 
EXPERIENCE NEW YORK: 
Martha Stewart shares a 
showcase of renowned 
bites, fi ne wines, and craft 
beers, including samples 
of Rockey’s milk punch. 
$65–$250. 1 pm. LeFrak 
Center at Lakeside [171 
East Dr. at Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 
462–0010], www.lakeside-
brooklyn.com. 

ART, SONIC MUD: Brook-
lyn clay artists showcase 
ceramic sculptures that 
can be played as musical 
instruments. Free. 6 pm. 
Bklyn Clay [535 Carlton 
Ave. at Pacifi c Street in 
Prospect Heights, (845) 
481–3842], bklynclay.com. 

COMEDY, LAUGH EX-
CHANGE LIVE!: A new 
mobile comedy app hosts 
a show with Ophira Eisen-
berg, Shalewa Sharpe, 
Usama Siddiquee, and 45 
other comedians perform-
ing one-minute sets. Free 
with RSVP. 7 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-

fi eldnyc.com. 
THEATER, “A CHORUS 

LINE”: The classic show 
offers a heartbreaking 
glimpse behind the cur-
tains of Broadway musi-
cals. $30 ($20 for seniors 
and children 12 and under). 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “GODSPELL”: 2 
pm and 8 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 7. 

MUSIC, LOST IN THE 
STACKS: The Brooklyn 
band plays rock, pop, jazz 
and Latin-based music. 
Free. 9 pm. Cafe Lore’ 
[4601 Fourth Ave. at 46th 
Street] in Sunset Park, (718) 
492–7100]. 

SUN, SEPT. 9
SPORTS, WANDERLUST 108: 

A “mindful triathlon” of a 
5K walk, yoga, and medita-
tion. With a market of local 
craft and food vendors. 
Free–$55. 7:30 am. Pros-
pect Park Long Meadow 
North (Enter at Grand 
Army Plaza at Eastern 
Parkway in Prospect Park), 
www.wanderlust.com/
brooklyn. 

THEATER, “A CHORUS 
LINE”: 3 pm. See Saturday, 
Sept. 8. 

ART, “STRANGER BEYOND 
THE BORDER” OPENING 
RECEPTION: A group ex-
hibit of artists from the far 
west side of Japan. Free. 
3 pm. J-Collabo [300 Sev-
enth St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (347) 306–5973]. 

MON, SEPT. 10
BROOKLYN BOOK FESTIVAL 

KICK-OFF PARTY: Kick 
off the 13th Festival with 
complimentary drinks, 
music, and dancing. $10 
suggested donation. 7 
pm. Pioneer Works [159 
Pioneer St. between Imlay 
and Conover streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–3001], 
pioneerworks.org. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Erin Dohony, Gaby 

Hornig, Bryan Yang, and 
more. Free. 8 pm. Friends 
and Lovers (641 Classon 
Ave. between Dean and 
Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

TUES, SEPT. 11
TALK, “TRANSFORMED 

OVERNIGHT — THE IM-
PACT OF 9/11”: A refl ec-
tion on how NYC and the 
world have changed over 
the last 17 years. Free. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

READING, THOREAU IN 
NEW YORK: Panel-
ists discuss Henry David 
Thoreau’s 11-month stay 
in Staten Island, how it 
shaped his life and career, 
and what he might think 
of New York City today. 
Free. 7 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

COMEDY, WHIPLASH 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY SHOW: 
The comedy show cel-
ebrates its 10th anniver-
sary with special surprise 
guests! $18. 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

WED, SEPT. 12
ART, OPENING RECEPTION: 

Ida Ivanka Kubler’s “Birth 
of an Idea” series features 
simple circle settings con-
sisting of an abundance 
of painted and sculptured 
silk cocoons. Free. 6 pm. 
Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu. 

COMEDY, “THOUGHTS AND 
PRAYERS — A MANDA-
TORY ASSEMBLY”: Fea-
turing Sydnee Washington, 
Alex English, Alison Leiby, 
Colin Quinn, and more. 
$10. 7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

THURS, SEPT. 13
ART, “STANDING ON THE 

SQUARE” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: An exhibit of 
almost 40 years of street 
photography by Jamel 
Shabazz. Free. 5–8 pm. 
FiveMyles [558 St. John’s 
Place between Classon 
and Franklin avenues in 
Crown Heights, (718) 783–
4438], www.fi vemyles.org. 

TALK, NETWORKING 
CLASS: Learn how to work 
and room and have fun 
networking. Free. 5 pm. 
Building on Bond [112 
Bond St. at Pacifi c Street 
in Boerum Hill, (251) 234–
3003], nycnetworkingmix-
andmingle.eventbrite.com. 

TALK, “FAMILY GHOSTS” 
LIVE: An evening of live 
music, storytelling, and 
sneak previews of the sec-
ond season of the podcast 
about the “truth” behind 
family secrets and legends. 
$20. 7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

COMEDY, SERIOUS MAT-
TERS: A data-driven com-
edy show determined to 
solve the world’s issues 
one serious matter at a 
time. $7. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

FRI, SEPT. 14
FILM, “DESPICABLE ME 3”: 

An outdoor screening of 
the fi lm about a supervil-
lain who teams up with his 
twin brother for one last 
heist. Bring your own pic-
nic blanket or chair. Free. 
7 pm. Lawn at Owl’s Head 
Park [Colonial Rd. and 68th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
965–8942]. 

THEATER, “A CHORUS 
LINE”: 8 pm. See Saturday, 
Sept. 8. 

COMEDY, HOUSE OF 
BRICKS: A rip-roaring 
comedy show. Free. 8:30 
pm. Precious Metal [143 
Troutman St. between 
Central and Evergreen 
avenues in Bushwick, (917) 
386–3230], www.facebook.
com/preciousmetalbar. 

SAT, SEPT. 15
FAMILY, BROOKLYN BOOK 

FESTIVAL CHILDREN’S 
DAY: A day of kids’ au-
thors, readings, and Drag 
Queen Story Hour. Free. 
10 am–4 pm. MetroTech 
Commons (Jay Street and 
Myrtle Avenue in Down-
town), www.brooklynbook-
festival.org. 

MUSIC, BROTHERHOOD 
OF THE JUG BAND 
BLUES: With the Queens 
of Everything. Free. 5 pm. 
Gowanus Canal Dredg-
ers Canoe Club Boathouse 
[165 Second St. between 
Bond Street and the canal 
in Gowanus, (718) 243–
0849], www.gowanusca-
nal.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, QUIET CLUB-
BING FESTIVAL 2018: 
With six live disc jockeys, 
robots, hula dancers, and 
fi re twirlers! $10–$40. 7 
pm. Coney Arts Wall (3050 
Stillwell Ave. at Bowery 
Street in Coney Island, 
www.quietevents.com). 

Step up!: The Mark Morris Open House on Sept. 8 will feature 
free classes, a raffle, and a duet performance from the charac-
ters Barbie, center, and the Robot, right, from “The Hard Nut.”
 Erin Patrice O’Brien
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BRIDGEVIEW
DINER

Brooklyn’s Landmark Diner still going strong

FOR THOSE WHO DON’T KNOW ABOUT OUR LUNCH  SPECIALS
NOW YOU DO..

ALL LUNCH SPECIALS INCLUDE 
Soup, Soda or tea or Coffee and a choice of our Delicious Desserts Starting at $11.95 

Check out our DINNER SPECIALS Starting at $16.95 

Have your next event in our beatiful Oak Room accommodating up to 90 guests 
Ask for General Manager Chris K. 

 Spinach Omelette Baked Lamb Shanks 
 Pot Roast 

 Fish And Chips 
 Corn Beef 
 Cabbage 

 Vegetable or Meat Lasagna 
 BBQ Ribs Goulash 
 Poached Salmon 

 Greek Moussaka And Pastitso 
 Stuffed Cabbage 

 Beef Stew & More 

OUR LUNCH SPECIALS OFFER A LARGE VARIETY OF ENTREES SUCH AS


