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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Members of New York’s Brav-
est rushed into their Down-
town headquarters on Mon-
day to investigate a suspicious 
package delivered the day be-
fore the anniversary of 9-11, ul-
timately deeming the parcel a 
false alarm.

Firefi ghters, police, and 
members of the city’s bomb 
squad showed up to examine 
the package addressed to Fire 
Department Chief James Leon-
ard at his 9 Metrotech Center 
offi ce around 3:15 pm, accord-
ing to a department spokes-
man, who said its arrival on 
the eve of the 17th anniversary 
of the city’s worst terrorist at-
tack in history made everyone 
a little more on edge. 

“Of course people have 
high emotions around 9-11,” 
said Mike Parella.

Offi cials evacuated the sev-
enth and eighth fl oors of the 
building on the same campus 
as this newspaper’s offi ces as 
they investigated the parcel, 
sending staff outside to wait 
in the rain for the all clear, Po-
lice Department spokesman 
Det. Hubert Reyes said.

Uniformed fi refi ghters 
wheeled stretchers into the 
building as employees hud-
dled outside, but the gurneys 
were only precautionary, and 
no one was injured, Parella 
said.

for the site , according to  a pol 
who hammered out that agree-
ment and ultimately signed off 
on the redevelopment . 

“Taking those condos off 
the table at the fi nal hour did 
leave the project with a fi nan-
cial shortfall,” said Crown 
Heights Councilwoman Lau-
rie Cumbo. “What we have 
been doing has pretty much 
been trying to secure addi-
tional sources of funding.”   

Reps for BFC — which 
signed a 99-year lease for the 
Bedford-Union Armory at 
1579 Bedford Ave. following 
Council’s approval of its re-
vised project —  maintained 
that the luxury condomini-
ums were necessary to pay 
for the $25-million rec center  
throughout the development’s 
contentious public-review pro-
cess, according to a spokes-
man, who said Gov. Cuomo 
chipping in should come as no 
surprise after those units got 
cut from the fi nal plan.

“It was always known — 
following changes made to 
the project last year — that 
additional fi nancing sources 
would be put in place for the 
new recreation center,” said 
Sam Spokony.

And if Cuomo didn’t come 
up with the cash, the commu-
nity space likely would have 
fallen by the wayside as work 
on the armory moved forward, 
because fi nding another way 
to foot the center’s bill contin-
ually bedeviled those offi cials 
intent on providing the ame-
nity, an aide to the governor 
said.

“This Brooklyn armory 
was a plan that was proposed 
for years, and has not been 
built. Why? Because they 
don’t have suffi cient funding,” 

Package 
spooks 

FDNY HQ 
on 9-11 eve

State doles out millions for promised armory rec center
PLAY MONEY

Teal for two!
Grace Vallejo and her dog, Charley, strode through Prospect Park on Sept. 8 during the Teal Ovarian 
Cancer Community Center’s 10th-annual 5k walk-run fund-raiser, which drew do-gooders, cancer pa-
tients, and survivors dressed in the blue-green color to the meadow. For more, see page 4. 

Continued on page 16
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BY COLIN MIXSON
The governor last week kicked 
in $15 million in state cash to 
fund the recreation center a 
developer promised to build 
as part of its city-approved 

scheme to transform Crown 
Heights’s publicly owned ar-
mory into a mixed-use resi-
dential complex.

The taxpayer dollars are 
vital to the project, which lost 

a huge stream of expected 
revenue when Council struck 
a deal with builder BFC Part-
ners to axe controversial con-
dos and include more below-
market-rate rentals in  its plan 

ALL CLEAR: Firefi ghters checked 
out a suspicious parcel sent to Fire 
Department offi ces Downtown.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s puff, puff, free pass in 
Kings County!

District Attorney Eric Gon-
zalez is giving some convicted 
stoners a chance to clear their 
record with a new policy that 
takes a retroactive approach to 
decriminalizing marijuana.

Brooklyn’s top prosecutor 
said he will start vacating cer-
tain lesser pot convictions this 
month,  following his decision 
earlier this year to stop pros-
ecuting many folks caught tok-
ing in public  in an expansion of 
the  non-prosecution policy  im-
plemented in 2014 by his prede-
cessor, the late Ken Thompson.

“As we move away from 
criminalizing low-level posses-
sion and use of marijuana, we 
cannot forget those who carry 
a conviction for conduct that 
is no longer being prosecuted,” 
Gonzalez said. “It is only fair 
to relieve these individuals of 

that burden, and allow them to 
turn over a new leaf and move 
on with their lives.”

Brooklynites already con-
victed of misdemeanor mari-
juana offenses can clear their 
records by attending one of 
the district attorney’s Be-
gin Again events — another 
Thompson-instituted initia-
tive that gives folks a chance 
to get rid of outstanding sum-
monses — at which defense 
lawyers will assist them in 

fi ling motions that Gonzalez’s 
offi ce will review before tak-
ing to court, where prosecu-
tors will consent to vacating 
the conviction and dropping 
the underlying charges.

Folks seeking to expunge 
their convictions do not have 
to go before a judge, accord-
ing to Gonzalez’s spokesman 
Oren Yaniv, who noted his 
boss’s new policy is the fi rst of 
its kind in the state.

The record cleaning does 

not extend to all stoners, how-
ever — people convicted of 
smoking while driving, as 
well as anyone convicted of a 
sex offense or certain violent 
felonies can not submit mo-
tions under the new policy.

Gonzalez will start vacat-
ing wacky tobaccy–related 
convictions at a Sept. 21–22 
Begin Again session, when he 
said he plans to vacate 3,438 
open warrants for pot busts 
that occurred before Sept. 1, 
when the city started issuing 
summonses instead of arrest-
ing folks caught lighting up in 
public under a mayoral policy 
instituted in June.

Get your record cleaned at 
the next Begin Again event at 
Lenox Road Baptist Church 
[1356 Nostrand Ave. between 
Lenox Road and Linden Bou-
levard in Flatbush, (718) 941–
3359] on Sept. 21 and 22, from 
9 am to 3 pm.

Clinton Hiller Nicolette Fiacco 
showed R-E-S-P-E-C-T to the late 
Queen of Soul, Aretha Franklin, 
inside Crown Heights’s Franklin 
Avenue subway station, where  
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority bigwigs recently in-
stalled signs paying tribute to 
the legendary musician, who 
died last month. The placards 
are a collaboration between 
the state-run transit agency 
and local artist Leroy McCa-
rthy, who previously corralled 
a group of muralists to paint 
homages to deceased Brook-
lyn-born hip-hop star Christo-
pher “Biggie” Wallace in Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill. 
 Photo by Brianna Kudisch

Bklyn hails 
the ‘Queen’!

Turning a new leaf
DA’s pot policy will now vacate some misdemeanor convictions

OFF THE POT: District Attorney Eric Gonzalez will begin to vacate many 
misdemeanor marijuana convictions later this month.  iStock
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By Julianne Cuba

Call it a mythed media production.
A wide variety of artists have 

teamed up to bring the mythical 
tale “Echo & Narcissus” to the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music on Sept. 14 and 
15. The show combines dance, visual 
art, and music to filter the tragic story 
through many creative layers, said its 
director. 

“It’s a lot of moving parts, and putting 
them together can be quite extraordinary, 
quite prismatic,” said Philip Stoddard, 
who lives in Manhattan. “It’s really an 
experience. By looking through it, you 
see many parts at the same time — that’s 
really the beauty of collaborating with 
my fellow artists.”

The Satellite Collective produc-
tion incorporates an opera written by 
Stoddard, a ballet, an original score 
performed live by a seven-piece chamber 
ensemble, and multimedia images pro-
jected onto screens. The various elements 
work together to update the 4,000-year-
old Greek myth to New York City in 
1971, casting self-involved Narcissus as a 
rebellious outsider and Echo, the nymph 
who pines away for him, as a socialite. 
Together the two commit a crime that 
ends in tragedy. 

The show gives Echo more space than 
the original myth to explore her own 
personhood, said Stoddard.

“We turned inside out what it means 
to actually deal with the consequences 

of our actions,” he said. “Echo finds her 
voice and realizes what she’s done — and 
without giving too much away, [we show] 
how people move on with their lives.”

The classic story of Narcissus — a 
man who falls in love with his own 
reflection — made the show’s production 
staff consider how that character’s flaw 
plays out in today’s age of selfies and 
social media, said Stoddard.

“What is a narcissist? And what is a 
narcissist in today’s society? Are we all 
just narcissists, and are we complicit in 
our own demise?” he asked. “All those 
questions become sometimes really clear 
and sometimes really murky when deal-
ing with the human condition.”

The most compelling aspect of “Echo 

& Narcissus” is how all of its parts come 
together to create one powerful show, 
he said. 

“I think there’s something incredibly 
unique about what all of these artists are 
bringing in — a deftness, virtuosity, in 
their own discipline, but a really unique 
collaborative spirit when we become a 
team,” Stoddard said. “It’s not just a play, 
not an opera, not a ballet — it’s all of 
them, multiple disciplines, experiences, 
first and foremost grounded in a story 
and fueled by imagination and skill.”

“Echo & Narcissus” at BAM Fisher 
[321 Ashland Pl. between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. Sept. 14 at 8 pm; 
Sept. 15 at 7:30 pm. $25.

‘Narcissus’ tale blends ballet, opera, and art

Leaping 
beauty

Dance, O Muse!: The show “Echo & Narcissus,” at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music on Sept. 14 and 15, combines 
ballet, opera, and visual art. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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T he three leading local 
media companies serv-
ing the fi ve boroughs 

of New York City along with 
Long Island and Westchester 
have now become one.

Schneps Communications, 
a family-run business owned 
by Victoria and Joshua Sch-
neps, has acquired Commu-
nity News Group and NYC 
Community Media, one of the 
largest publishers of commu-
nity newspapers, niche publi-
cations, websites, and events 
in New York State.

Together, Schneps, CNG, 
and NYCCM offer unmatched 
reach in the fi ve boroughs 
of New York City, as well as 
Long Island and Westchester. 
The newly combined com-
pany will be known as Sch-
neps Community News Group 
and will have a total printed 
weekly circulation of more 
than 300,000 copies, a digital 
reach of more than 2.5 mil-
lion page views per month, 
and host more than 40 events 
every year.

“We will clearly have the 
largest reach of any local 
media company in New York 
City across print, digital, and 
events,” said Joshua Schneps, 

SCNG Chief Executive Offi -
cer. “We can now offer compa-
nies large and small, seeking 
to reach an individual neigh-
borhood or the entire City of 
New York and its surround-
ing region, the most cost-ef-
fective and effi cient means of 
marketing.”

Each borough and Long Is-
land have a group of distinc-
tive media assets, some dat-
ing back as far as 1908.

“Our brands are as grass 
roots as it gets and produce 
award-winning content that 
both our readers and adver-
tisers trust,” said Victoria 
Schneps, Publisher and Pres-
ident of SCNG.

With the uncertainty of 
the media landscape both lo-
cally and nationally, Schneps 
has prospered by investing in 
content not only in its news-
papers and niche publica-
tions, but through successful 
digital assets and events that 
have created a diversifi ed me-
dia company.

“This acquisition will 
allow us to reach a scale 
that will create unique op-
portunities for clients that 
want to target their market-
ing and work with proven 

brands,” said Victoria.
“In addition, our knowl-

edge and success around dig-
ital and events will be a boon 
to many of CNG’s exceptional 
outlets,” Joshua added.

CNG and NYCCM was 
owned and operated by hus-
band-and-wife team of Les 
and Jennifer Goodstein. Les 
was a News Corp executive 
who led the initial formation 
of CNG through a series of 
acquisitions, while Jennifer 
acquired NYCCM, with its 
group of titles in Manhattan, 
from their previous owner. 
In 2014 Les and Jennifer ac-
quired CNG from News Corp, 
bringing the group back to its 
roots as a family-owned busi-
ness.

Les and Jennifer Good-
stein were advised on the 
sale by Gary Greene of Cribb, 
Greene, and Associates.

Schneps Communications 
has grown since the found-
ing of The Queens Courier, 
by Victoria Schneps in her 
home in 1985, to become the 
preeminent publisher of com-
munity newspapers, leading 
digital websites and assets, 
business-to-business events, 
and live events.

Your favorite local paper 
just got even more local
Schneps Communications acquires CNG

BRIGHT FUTURE: From left, Josh Schneps and Vicki Schneps of Schneps Communications acquired Commu-
nity News Group and NYC Community Media from Les and Jennifer Goodstein on Sept. 7. The newly combined 
company will be known as Schneps Community News Group, the largest print, digital, and events company in 
the New York City, Long Island, and Westchester market. Photo by Jeff Yapalater

BY COLIN MIXSON
This church is history.

Ditmas Parkers are 
mourning what remains 
of a century-old neighbor-
hood church that a developer 
started bulldozing after city 
preservationists rejected lo-
cals’ initial push — and sub-
sequent appeal — to land-
mark the building.

Builder the Mutual Hous-
ing Association of New York 
began razing the Baptist 
Church of the Redeemer at 
1921 Cortelyou Rd. last month 
to make way for a nine-story, 
mixed-use complex of predom-
inantly below-market-rate 
apartments, leading some res-
idents to blast the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission for 
too quickly sacrifi cing the an-
cient structure on the alter of 
so-called affordable housing.

“Sensible development 
and potentially valuable pro-
grams should not require raz-
ing a 100-year-old church,” 
said Harry Bubbins, a mem-
ber of advocacy group Re-
spect Brooklyn, which fought 
to save the holy house.

Bubbins and fellow preser-
vationists  fi rst asked the com-
mission to landmark the ca. 
1919 church in March after 
news of its sale spread . 

But the agency in April 
ruled that the aging house 
of worship was not architect 
Frank Helmle’s best work, ac-
cording to a spokesman, who 
said that offi cials already 
landmarked some of Helmle’s 
more-notable buildings, such 
as St. Barbara’s Roman Cath-
olic Church in Bushwick, and 
the  Bossert Hotel , which sits 
within the Brooklyn Heights 
Historic District.

“The commission must 
be selective in choosing ex-
amples of this building type 
for designation as individual 
landmarks,” said Zodet Ne-
gron.

The locals appealed that 
ruling, however, calling out 
the commission for neglecting 
the role of another esteemed 
20th-century architect, Har-
vey Corbett, in designing 
the Baptist Church of the Re-
deemer as Helmle’s partner 
on the project — a collabora-
tion the agency acknowledged 
it did not take into consider-
ation in making its fi rst deci-
sion,  according to a Sept. 4 let-
ter sent to Respect Brooklyn 
regarding its appeal .

But the commission ul-
timately rejected the Hail 

Mary attempt, citing the 
church as “architecturally 
modest” compared to other 
landmarked Helmle and Cor-
bett structures, and as of last 
weekend, wrecking balls had 
reduced it to a few partially 
standing walls.

The developer shelled out 
$5 million to buy the property 
from pastor Rev. Sharon Wil-
liams, and plans to reserve 
all but one of the 76 units in 
its new building for afford-
able-, senior-, and supportive-
housing — the latter available 
to homeless, mentally-ill, or 
other vulnerable people who 
pay a portion of their annual 
income to occupy the apart-
ments.

The reverend, who arrived 
at the house of worship in 
1984, chose to sell it largely be-
cause the congregation could 
not foot the $2-million bill to 
repair the crumbling church, 
where she was forced to shut-
ter services including a soup 
kitchen, day-care center, and 
after-school program as it de-
teriorated, she said.

“Over the years we had to 
shut down the day-care cen-
ter, the after-school program. 
We had to move our soup 
kitchen out,” Williams said. 
“This building has been a 
wreck since we got there.”

But the pastor isn’t aban-
doning her fl ock — the site’s 
new building will also in-
clude a smaller chapel, where 
Williams intends to reinstate 
services such as the soup 
kitchen, as well as start new 
initiatives including a read-
ing program, when it opens, 
which could be as soon as the 
fall of 2020, she said.

Still, Williams said watch-
ing her once-stately church 
disappear from the neighbor-
hood made her think twice 
about giving her fi nal bless-
ing to its destruction.

“When we saw the steeple 
come down, that’s when it got 
to me,” the reverend said.

Old D’Park church 
meets its maker

IRREDEEMABLE: The nearly cen-
tury-old Baptist Church of the Re-
deemer was demolished to make 
way for affordable housing. 
 Photo by Zoe Freilich
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17 Eastern Parkway  
Brooklyn, NY 11238
718 638 7600 
www.uniontemple.org 
A Reform Jewish Congregation

High Holidays at Union Temple

One of “America’s Most Inspiring Rabbis”
Tot’s, Children’s & Adult Services

Childcare Available
Free for Everyone

What’s not to like?
Sept. 9–10 & Sept. 18-19. For details and schedule, visit

HHD.union-temple.org or call 718-638-7600
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22018  
Brooklyn Heart Walk 

Sunday, September 16 

MCU Park, Coney Island 

Event Sponsors 

MMedia Sponsor 

wwww.BrooklynHeartWalk.org  

BY BRIANNA KUDISCH
They had a teal good time!

Do-gooders decked out in the blue-
green color stepped through Prospect 
Park on Sept. 8 to celebrate a decade 
of fund-raising for ovarian-cancer re-
search and awareness.

Participants in the Teal Ovarian 
Cancer Community Center’s 10th-an-
nual 5k run-walk strode side-by-side 
with those battling the deadly disease 
as well as survivors, and the camara-
derie is a big reason why many return 
each year, according to a seven-time 
walker, whom doctors diagnosed with 
the deadly disease in 2010.

“It’s so relieving to know there are 
survivors out there who have fought, 
and continue to do so,” said Julia Leon-
ardi, who traveled from faraway New 
Jersey to the event. “The day is so spe-
cial for me.”

Leonardi, who was born and raised 
in Brooklyn, captained her Pixie 
Power team on their trek through 
the green space, before joining fellow 
ovarian-cancer patients and those 
who’ve kicked the illness on stage dur-
ing a special ceremony as part of the 
festivities. 

The tribute reminded her that she is 
not alone in her ongoing fi ght, accord-
ing to Leonardi, who said she lost her 
mom to cancer four-and-a-half years 
ago, and takes care of a brother with 
multiple sclerosis even as she seeks 
treatment for her illness.

“In plain English, I don’t have time 
for this s---,” Leonardi said about her 
cancer.

Another repeat attendee and ovar-
ian-cancer patient who took time to 
walk while in town for chemotherapy 
treatments at a Manhattan hospital 
agreed that hearing survivors’ stories 
is a powerful component of the day.

“It’s inspiring and encouraging 
to hear people have outlived their di-
agnosis by 15, 20 years,” said Denise 
Gonzalez, who came all the way from 
Albany for the walk in the park.  

The event raised nearly $140,000 to 
fund various research and awareness 
programs, according to the Windsor 
Terrace–based Teal Center’s website, 
and Gonzalez hopes her contributions 
to that pot will lead to eradicating the 
disease among women once and for 
all, she said.

“If I could be a small part of it, I 
think it’s rewarding to know,” Gonza-
lez said.

RAISING AWARENESS: From left, Olivia Frade and ovarian-cancer patient Denise Gonzalez 
showed their support. Photo by Caroline Ourso

PIXIES: Seven-time walker Julia Leonardi 
and her Pixie Power team returned to the 5k 
for another year. Photo by Caroline Ourso

It’s a teal party!
Ovarian-cancer group returns to P’Park
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Visit the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum to discover a legendary aircraft carrier, the space shuttle 

Enterprise, the world’s fastest jets and a guided-missile submarine.

IMAGINATION TAKES FLIGHT

PIER 86, W 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE, NYC

intrepidmuseum.org

2018 © Intrepid Museum Foundation. All Rights Reserved. Except as permitted 
under applicable law, this work may not be copied, published, disseminated, 
displayed, performed or played without permission of the copyright holder.   

SEPTEMBER ON INTREPID

September 20–23
Meet astronauts, explore exhibits by 
NASA, chat with our expert partners, 
stargaze on the ship and more during 
four days of out-of-this-world events at 
the Museum. To learn more, visit
intrepidmuseum.org/space.

September 21
Join us for a night of family-friendly 
science talks, hands-on displays and 
stargazing, and meet special guests 
from NASA, the Space Telescope Science 
Institute and more. All ages. Free. 
Register in advance.

September 28
Sip drinks beneath the space shuttle 
Enterprise, hear talks about cutting-
edge science, and see shows in our 
pop-up planetarium. Ages 21+. Free. 
Register in advance. 

LEARN MORE AT INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG.

BY BRIANNA KUDISCH
They wheeled and dealed!

Amateur and professional 
cyclists alike rolled into Park 
Slope on Sept. 8 for a twice-
a-year bicycle market where 
vendors peddled bikes and 
parts to pedalers hunting for 
bargains.

The New York Bike Jum-
ble, which returned to Fifth 
Street’s Washington Park this 
fall following its one-day May 
residency in the green space, 
also gave city riders a way to 
get easy cash for usable equip-
ment they no longer needed, 

according to one fi rst-timer 
who strolled the grounds as a 
human sandwich board to ad-
vertise his second-hand sad-
dles for sale.

“I’m just walking back and 
forth because I don’t want 
to yell — I’m not that kind of 
guy,” said Willie Jones, who 
traveled from the outer bor-
ough of the Bronx to the fl ea 
market, which he walked with 
a sign around his neck. “Peo-
ple loved the sign.”

Jones, who also came to 
shop, said his entrepreneur-
ial endeavor went “very well,” 

netting him enough extra 
green to scoop up a new seat 
post, pair of cycling shoes, and 
T-shirt.

Another attendee who is 
working to build her own bi-
cycle after two of hers were re-
cently stolen praised the selec-
tion of budget-friendly spare 
parts, from which she pulled a 
bike frame perfect for her pe-
tite fi gure — a rare fi nd, she 
said.

“I have a small frame, 
a lot of bikes don’t fi t me,” 
said Kendra Brody, a cy-
clist of 10 years who lives 

in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
Brody’s day at the bike fair 

was such a success that she’s 
already planning a return trip 

when the market comes back 
to the meadow next spring.

“It’s nice to fi nd more af-
fordable stuff,” she said.

Bike swap is parts, commerce

BIKE BARGAIN HUNTERS: (From left) Willie Jones sold his extra saddles 
by advertising them on a sign around his neck. Andrew Rufe, founder of 
bicycle-maker Lifestyle HQ, displayed a two-wheeler at the New York Bike 
Jumble. Kendra Brody got a new frame for the bike she is making herself.
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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Managed Care Plan Options for Medicare Beneficiaries

The way to 

age well

in New York

AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with Medicare and Medicaid contracts. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. AgeWell New York 
complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple 
con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language 
assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios 
gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).

1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220) H4922_MCPO4002 Accepted 07272018

Learn about plans right for you and get information about your
Medicare and Medicaid coverage
718-696-0206 TTY/TDD 800-662-1220 • agewellnewyork.com

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Greenpoint’s gonna be drier 
than a dead dingo’s donger!

Australian ex-pats’  go-to 
neighborhood pub for grub 
and suds from Down Under , 
Northern Territory, is set to 
be bulldozed by a developer 
to make way for a seven-story 
offi ce building — a far more 
necessary commercial space 
in an area already oversatu-
rated with bars, according to 
the builder.

“North Brooklyn is teem-
ing with apartments, hotels, 
restaurants, and nightlife — 
but what’s missing is enough 
high-quality offi ce space to 
meet the demands of the area’s 
growing workforce,” said Mat-
thew Baron, president of Man-
hattan-based Simon Baron De-
velopment.

Baron wants to erect what 
he called a boutique offi ce 
building at 12 Franklin St. on 
a plot now occupied by the pop-
ular Aussie hangout and its 
neighbors, Greenpoint Beer 
and Ale Co. and a hardware 

store. The structures housing 
all three businesses would be 
demolished to make way for 
the new complex, which would 
rise roughly 20 blocks from 
similar facilities in nearby 
Williamsburg, including two 
locations of shared-workspace 
provider WeWork and the 
swanky offi ces going in at  the 
landmarked refi nery  on the 
Domino Sugar factory cam-
pus. 

The developer’s proposed 
commercial hub would in-
clude more than two football 
fi elds’ worth of offi ce space 
and roughly half a football 
fi eld’s worth of manufacturing 
space, along with ground-fl oor 
retail, outdoor terraces on all 
above-ground fl oors, a “roof-
top amenity,” two lobbies, un-
derground parking for 36 cars, 
a bike valet, and storage for 85 
two-wheelers, according to in-
formation from the builder, 
which tapped city-based archi-
tecture fi rm FX Collaborative 
to design it.     

But before Baron can break 

ground, the city must fi rst 
sign off on zoning changes to 
the lot bounded by Franklin, 
Gem, and N. 15th streets and 
Meserole Avenue that would 
allow for the proposed park-
ing and other components.

The city in May kicked off 
its Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure to assess the build-
er’s request for new zoning, 
which will next go before the 
local community board. 

If offi cials green-light the 
scheme, the developer plans 
to start work in late 2019 and 
to have tenants in and opera-
tional by 2021, giving North-
ern Territory owners and 
loyalists about a year to say 
goodbye — and get a few more 
glimpses of the Manhattan 
skyline from the bar’s rooftop 
— according to one of its three 
proprietors, who said the trio 
plans to shutter the watering 
hole sometime in the back half 
of 2019, before its lease offi -
cially ends in March of 2020.

“We have another sum-
mer,” said Katie Bruce. “We’ll 

close the bar at end of next 
summer, end of 2019, because 
we’re not very busy in the win-
ter.”

Bruce, whose pub became 
a lodestar for  Australian-style 
establishments  across the city 
after it opened in 2014, said 
its absence will be felt among 
Aussies in Kings County and 
beyond.

“Hopefully, there will still 
be a place where they feel at 
home,” she said. “As far as 
Greenpoint goes, it will defi -

nitely be a loss there.”
But she and her co-owners 

aren’t ready to pour their last 
pint of Coopers Pale Ale, and 
are keeping their eyes peeled 
for a place to open a new ver-
sion of their beloved hangout, 
although they don’t have any-
where in mind just yet, she 
said.

“We’re sad, we don’t want 
to leave, but the neighborhood 
is changing,” she said. “We’re 
looking, but we have another 
year, so there’s a little time.”

NECESSARY: Developers plan to raze Greenpoint’s popular Australian 
bar Northern Territory to make way for a seven-story offi ce complex that 
the builders claim is much-needed in the nabe. FXCollaborative / Bezier

Oz fans are out
Builder will destroy Aussie bar to erect offi ces
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Goal!
A thief stole a package containing 

soccer equipment off a man’s stoop 
on Seventh Avenue on Aug. 16.

The victim told police someone 
nabbed the parcel containing Saba 
soccer gear from the front stairs of 
his home between Sterling and St. 
John’s places around 6 pm.

Police failed to arrest any sus-
pects, and closed the case, cops said.

Bike bandit
Some crook drove off with a 

man’s Yamaha motorbike he parked 
on Butler Street on Aug. 26.

The victim told cops he left his 
import motorcycle between Fourth 
Avenue and Gregory Place at 8 pm, 
and returned at 7 am the next day to 
fi nd his ride stolen.

No arrests have been made in the 
case, which police closed, authori-
ties said.

Car share
A thief nabbed a man’s ’99 Lexus 

he left on 11th Street on Aug. 27.
The victim told police he parked 

his four-door between Eighth Ave-
nue and Prospect Park West at 11:15 
am, and returned about a half-hour 
later to fi nd an empty spot where his 
sedan had been.

Cops failed to track down the 
thief, and closed the case, according 
to police.

Wheel crime
A bandit took off with a man’s 

BMW coop he parked on Third Av-
enue on Aug. 27.

The victim told offi cers he left his 
Beemer between Third and Fourth 
avenues at 7:40 pm, and returned 
about an hour-and-a-half later to fi nd 
his German import stolen.

Authorities couldn’t keep up with 
the car thief, and closed the case 
without any arrests, cops said. 
 — Colin Mixson

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

No choice 
Cops cuffed a teen who they said 

threatened a guy and stole his cell-
phone on Cumberland Street on 
Sept. 5.

The 19-year-old suspect picked up 
the victim near Fulton Street and 
Rockaway Boulevard around 9:45 
am, and when he got to Atlantic Av-
enue about an hour later, pulled out 
a gun and knife and said, “which one 
do you want?” police said. 

The suspect grabbed the victim’s 
phone and ran off until cops stopped 
him, according to authorities. 

Hurt and hungry
A trio of punks stole a guy’s bag of 

food and punched him on Monument 
Walk on Sept. 8, police said. 

The three baddies socked the 
victim in the face near Navy Street 
around 9:30 pm and ran off with his 
$57 bag of Chinese food, offi cials 
said.

Street sleazeballs
A lout hurled a battery at a 

woman on Myrtle Avenue on Sept. 6, 
cops said. 

The 38-year-old victim told au-
thorities she was walking near Car-
lton Avenue around 7:30 pm when a 
group of pervs tried to talk to her, 
and when she ignored them, one of 
the punks threw a cellphone battery 
at her head, cutting her temple. 

Not so fast 
Police arrested a guy for allegedly 

assaulting a cop after he stopped him 
for stealing from a Myrtle Avenue 
store on Sept. 8.

An offi cer tried to stop the sus-

pect leaving the drugstore near Cler-
mont Avenue with ill-gotten deodor-
ant and body spray, but he resisted 
arrest, according to authorities, who 
said the suspect fl ailed his arms and 
then choked the cop.

Missing wheels 
A good-for-nothing stole a guy’s 

motorcycle from Carlton Avenue 
sometime overnight on Sept. 8, po-
lice said. 

The victim told cops he parked 
his Honda two-wheeler near Atlantic 
Avenue around 11 pm, and when he 
returned to get it the next day at 10:30 
am, the motorcycle was missing. 

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Cut and loot
A punk stole a guy’s backpack 

containing his phone and computer 
inside an Adams Street park on Sept. 
6, police said.

The victim told cops he put his 

bag down near a fence inside the 
green space near Cadman Plaza 
West around 4:40 pm, and locked it 
up while he was working. But when 
he returned to it a few minutes later, 
some nogoodnik had cut it off its 
straps and walked away with the bag 
— and the MacBook Pro, iPhone, air-
pods, and journal inside it — accord-
ing to authorities. 

That stinks!
A baddie swiped a guy’s wallet 

and phone from inside a bathroom 
in an Albee Square building on Sept. 
6, offi cers said. 

The 21-year-old victim told cops 
he left his phone and wallet con-
taining his Florida driver’s license, 
school identifi cation card, and debit 
card on a toilet paper roll inside the 
bathroom near Flatbush Avenue 
Extension around 4 pm, and when 
he went back to get it a few minutes 
later, it was missing.

Bad awakening
Some sneak swiped a guy’s back-

pack while on a Brooklyn-bound F 
train on Sept. 7, police said.

The victim told cops he got on the 
orange bullet in Manhattan and fell 
asleep with his backpack in his lap 
a little before midnight, and when 
he woke up near Bergen and Smith 
streets around 3:45 am, he no longer 
had his bag — along with the social-
security card and passport inside it.

Room service
A jerk stole a wad of cash from a 

guy’s Nevins Street hotel room on 
Sept. 9, authorities said.

The victim told police he put 
$2,300 in his luggage inside his hotel 
room near Livingston Street around 
1 am, and when he woke up later 
that morning at 7 am, the green was 
gone. 

Water sneak!
Police arrested a guy for stealing 

a bottle of water from a Water Street 
ice cream shop on Sept. 3. 

The 27-year-old suspect climbed 
through the window of the creamery 
near Furman Street around 4:40 am, 
and snatched a $3 bottle of Evian, 
cops said.  — Julianne Cuba

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Motored off
A thief stole a man’s moped 

parked on Clinton Street sometime 
between Sept. 2 and 10.

The victim told police that the 
crook swiped his 1975 moped and a 
Kryptonite-brand lock near Warren 
Street sometime between 5:30 am on 
Sept. 2 and 9:30 am on Sept 10.

— Kevin Duggan

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
A Flatlands man was arrested 
and charged with falsely claim-
ing more than $160,000 in disabil-
ity benefi ts from the United States 
Postal Service.

The former driver for the postal 
service was allegedly employed at 
fl ea markets while falsely claim-
ing disability benefi ts for a medi-
cal condition, which constitutes 
robbery of the taxpayers, accord-
ing to the U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District of New York Rich-
ard Donoghue.

“As alleged, the defendant was 
employed at fl ea markets at the 
same time he falsely claimed to 
be incapable of working for the 
Postal Service due to a medical 
condition,” said Donoghue. “Such 
disability scams are nothing less 
than stealing from our taxpayers 
and will not be ignored.”

The defendant started receiv-
ing workers’ compensation ben-
efi ts in 2001 after he sustained a 
neck and back injury while work-
ing for the postal service, accord-
ing to the attorney’s offi ce.

In order to continue receiving 

those benefi ts, between March 
2014 and April 2018, he submit-
ted documents to the Department 
of Labor, falsely claiming that he 
was totally disabled and unable to 
work due to his medical condition, 
while also falsely claiming that he 
was not earning any income, the 
attorney’s offi ce said.

Special agents for the post of-
fi ce’s Inspector General video-re-
corded the suspect more than 20 
times between 2014 and 2018 work-
ing as an organizer at fl ea markets 
in Brooklyn and Manhattan, as 
well as him engaging in strenuous 
activities such as carrying heavy 
objects, standing for long periods, 
and driving a vehicle.

The defendant allegedly also 
told an undercover special agent 
that he runs a fl ea market fi ve days 
a week, working up to 12 hours a 
day.

During the relevant time period, 
he received more than $160,000 in 
workers’ compensation.

If convicted, the defendant 
faces a maximum of fi ve years im-
prisonment, according to a spokes-
man for the U.S. Attorney’s offi ce.

Former postal worker charged in 
$160K disability-benefi ts scam
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF PHILIP C. PENTA

GO TO 3GUYSFROMBROOKLYN.COM TO HELP

SPECIAL!
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ORGANIC

GREAT DEAL!

9/12 7AM -9/17 7PM
SALE STARTS 12 13 14 15 16 17

3gu y sfrombrook ly n .com
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D

Italian Peeled
Tomatoes
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Below-market-rate apartments are 
now up for grabs in the shorter of two 
in-the-works towers at Pier 6 in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park.

The city’s Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Development on 
Monday launched the lottery for the 
100 so-called affordable rentals inside 
the 140-unit, 15-story high-rise at the 
foot of Furman Street and Atlantic Av-
enue, dubbed 15 Bridge Park Drive.

Available residences include 40 
studios, 20 one-bedrooms, 15 two-bed-
rooms, and 25 three-bedrooms, all 
of which will be doled out via the lot-
tery  based on three income-based af-
fordability tiers . Twenty-fi ve units are 
priced at 80 percent of the area’s me-
dian income — which for households 
hovers around $109,472,  according to 
2016 U.S. Cesus Bureau data  — another 
25 at 130 percent of that fi gure, and the 
remaining 50 at 165 percent.

Units offered in the least-expensive 
tier include:

• Ten studios starting at $1,394 per 
month for one-person households mak-
ing between $47,795 and $58,480 annu-
ally.

• Five one-bedrooms starting at 
$1,494 per month for one- or two-person 
households making between $51,223 
and $66,800.

• Four two-bedrooms starting at 
$1,802 per month for two-, three-, or 
four-person households making be-
tween $61,783 and $83,440.

• Six three-bedrooms starting at 
$2,075 per month for three-, four-, fi ve-, 
or six-person households making be-

tween $71,143, and $96,800.
All affordable rentals inside the 

waterfront tower will come with stain-
less-steel kitchen appliances, in-unit 
washers and dryers, and nearly fl oor-
to-ceiling windows.

And those lucky enough to score an 
apartment will also get full use of the 
high-rise’s amenities, which include 
separate indoor and outdoor rooftop 
lounges, a lobby staffed by a part-time 
doorman, a fi tness center, and a chil-
dren’s playroom. 

Market-rate units in the rental 
building —  designed by the same ar-
chitect from local fi rm ODA New 
York who dreamt up its neighboring 
28-story condo tower, where builders 
Oliver’s Realty Group and RAL Devel-
opment Services started selling units 
in June  — will start renting later this 
year, according to a rep, who could 
not confi rm the sizes of apartments or 
their going rates.   

Eligible locals must postmark or 
submit online applications no later 
than Nov. 9, and the fi rst residents are 
expected to move into the tower some-
time next year, according to the de-
velopers, roughly two years after the 
builders broke ground on the high-
rises in the middle of a years-long 
court case that ended in February 
 when a judge ruled the buildings could 
legally go up inside the green space .

To apply for a below-market-rate 
unit online, visit  nyc.gov/housingcon-
nect . To request an application by mail, 
send a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to 15 BPD PO Box 59016 Brooklyn, NY 
11205.

City opens lottery for 
‘affordable’ Pier 6 units

NOW RENTING: The city is accepting applications for the 100 “affordable” units inside the 
15-story tower at Pier 6 in Brooklyn Bridge Park, seen here at roughly 10-stories tall back in 
January. Photo by Julianne Cuba
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Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 
back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: Astronauts that 
left with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission there 
were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 
and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel 
through space, the effects of gravity are removed 
and you are in a weightless state. All the pressure is 
taken off your spine and discs. Even better — and 
this is the key — a negative pressure is created. This 
negative pressure actually sucks the herniated material 
back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 

DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a 
non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herniated 
and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degenerative 
disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse or failure 
following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718 234-6212 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

S f i d 3

DRX9000TM

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN
BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGY

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
So long to inexpensive enter-
tainment for the masses.

Brooklyn College abruptly 
shuttered its Brooklyn Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts 
and ended the Brooklyn Col-
lege Presents performance se-
ries last week, fi ring all of its 
full-time staff, due to delays in 
restoration work at its Whit-
man Hall venue, according to 
a spokesman.

“Given the continued clo-
sure of the theater, it is not 
able to offer rentals or a full 
set of arts programming to 
the community until work is 
complete,” said college rep Er-
nesto Mora in a statement. “As 
a result, last week, the College 
had to let go four staff mem-
bers who ran BCBC-Brooklyn 
College Presents.”

In addition, four more staff 
were reassigned with reduced 
hours, according to the state-
ment.

The more than six-decade-
old performance series, for-
merly known as the Brook-
lyn Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College, was 
established in 1954 and was 
one of the largest theatrical 
presenters in the borough, 
welcoming more than 70,000 
people per year, including 
46,000 school children, par-
ents, and teachers.

Whitman Hall opened 
in 1955 as the centerpiece of 
Brooklyn College’s Perform-
ing Arts Center with a 2,400-
seat theater. The restoration 
work on the venue started in 
June 2017 and was initially 
scheduled to last a year, but 
the college announced last 
week that it wouldn’t be fi n-
ished until spring of 2019, ac-
cording to a press release.

“It’s going to take more time 
to complete the upgrades, and 
we look forward to welcoming 
the public through our doors 

when restoration is fi nished,” 
said Maria Ann Conelli, dean 
of the college’s School of Vi-
sual, Media and Performing 
Arts, in the release.

The restored venue will of-
fer the space for performances, 
according to Mora.

“Once restoration is com-
plete and Whitman Hall re-

opens, the college looks for-
ward to restarting rentals, 
school-time offerings, and a 
larger slate of arts program-
ming,” he said.

A surprise ending 
for college shows

EXIT STAGE LEFT: The Brooklyn Center for the Performing Arts at Brooklyn College suddenly closed and fi red 
all of its full-time staff last week. File photo by Jason Speakman

Brooklyn College suddenly shutters 
performance series, fi res its staff
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A pair of Ditmas Park dog owners are 
desperately searching for their pooch, 
Pickles, who would-be rescuers have 
chased across the borough since he ran 
away during an August walk.

And although the last time a pass-
erby eyed the escaped border-collie 
mix was almost two weeks ago, his 
humans — who gave the mutt a Kings 
County home after do-gooders saved 
him from becoming dog meat in his 
native Thailand — have no doubt he is 
still somewhere out there.

“He’s a survivor,” said Jasmin 
Cruz.

Pickles and a dog walker were out 
for a stroll near his home on Aug. 26 
when another canine spooked the pup 
at Ditmas Avenue and Marlborough 
Road, where he took off after wriggling 
out of his harness and a GPS-equipped 
collar, which Cruz claimed the walker 
carelessly attached to the leash.

“We have those separate for a rea-
son — if he were to get loose, the collar 
has his tags and a GPS to track him,” 
she said. “Her negligence has led to 
this unfortunate event.”

Cruz and her husband Joseph Ma-
sella posted hundreds of fl iers and 
took to social media to spread word 
of their missing pooch soon after he 
bolted, and the next day someone re-
sponded claiming to have seen Pickles 
near Brooklyn College, according to 
the dog owners, who said another do-
gooder then alleged to witness the fur-
ball at the Marine Park Golf Course on 
Aug. 28.

Masella trekked the four-plus miles 
from Ditmas Park to the course after 
receiving that tip, and actually caught 
a glimpse of his beloved companion 
there, but the skittish canine darted 
away at the sight of his master, Cruz 
said.

“My husband was there and physi-
cally saw him, but he was in complete 
fl ight mode, and as soon as he saw a 
shadow he ran the other way,” she 
said.

Other locals have since claimed 
to see Pickles in Prospect Park near 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Central 
branch, and at the intersection of 
Fort Hamilton Parkway and E. Third 
Street, where someone reported the 
last alleged sighting of the dog on Sept. 
2.

It’s not the mutt’s fi rst time living 
on the streets — prior to arriving in 
Brooklyn in 2015, Pickles spent seven 
years as a stray in Thailand before be-
ing abducted by butchers intent on sell-
ing his fl esh on the country’s thriving 
dog-meat market, according to Cruz, 
who said a rescue group ultimately 

freed the pup and transported him to 
the United States. 

But Pickles would never be on his 
latest odyssey if his walker with pet-
sitting service Wag did a better job 
keeping an eye on her four-legged cli-
ent, according to a do-gooder helping 
to recover the dog, who claimed the 
company has a poor record of return-
ing mutts to their owners.

“We’ve had at least 10 dogs missing 
with this walking group,” said Stella 
Blanca Panzarino, who runs the Lost 
and Found Pets in Brooklyn Facebook 
group. “We’re not too fond of it.”

A Wag spokeswoman defended its 
professionalism, however, claiming 
escapes rarely occur, and that the fi rm 
took steps to relocate Pickles including 
employing a professional dog tracker 
in addition to forming search parties, 
posting fl iers, and issuing a so-called 
canine Amber Alert. 

“Returning Pickles home has been, 
and remains, a 24-7 effort,” said Dini 
von Mueffl ing.

Cruz acknowledged Wag’s attempts 
to fi nd Pickles, but didn’t rule out tak-
ing legal action against the company if 
its workers stop assisting in the hunt 
before it is resolved.

Anyone who spots Pickles is asked 
to call (917) 521–6408, and should avoid 
approaching the dog, who will likely 
run away, his owners said.

Pup’s escape is 
a real dill-emma
D’Parkers searching for beloved dog, Pickles

IN A PICKLE: Border-collie mix Pickles sur-
vived captivity by Thai dog butchers only to 
become lost on the streets of Brooklyn. 
 Jasmin Cruz
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IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance
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LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION IS OUR CONCERN!

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

For more information, visit

NYC.gov/EmergencyManagement
or call 311.

Free preparedness fairs, events and workshops 
throughout the five boroughs

Pet and service animal preparedness at 
Columbus Park in Brooklyn on Saturday, Sept. 22

 
Family day at the Staten Island

Children’s Museum on Saturday, Sept. 29

and much more!

Join NYC Emergency Management to learn how to 
prepare for all types of emergencies.

September is National Preparedness Month!

Activities throughout September:
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective August 31, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at 
current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the 
Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 2.00% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must 
maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective August 31, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing 
Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject 
to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised 
rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA 
accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money MarketMMMMMMMMMooooooooonnnnneeeeeeeeyyyyyyyyyyyyy MMMMMMMMMMaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrkkkkkkkkkeeeeeeeeettttttttt

2.00%
$100,000 minimum depositimimummumm depdepdep deposiositositosit

APY1

9-Month 
Certificate of DepositCCCeeeeeerrrrrrrrttttttttttiiiiiiiiiifififififififififificccccccaaattttteeeeeee oooooooffffffff DDDDDDDDDDeeeeeeeeepppppppppppooooooossssiiitt

2.40%
$5,000 minimum depositmmumum dm dddeposeposposepositititit

APY2

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
Brookyn’s biggest state park 
will be named for legendary 
Rep. Shirley Chisholm, the na-
tion’s fi rst black, female con-
gresswoman, Gov. Cuomo re-
cently announced.

The state will invest $20 
million — up from  $15 million 
promised at the beginning of 
this year  — in the new 407-
acre Shirley Chisholm State 
Park, the governor said on 
Sept. 5.

The park will open as part 
of Cuomo’s  $1.4-billion health 
initiative Vital Brooklyn , and 
honor the legacy of Chisholm, 
who won her congressional 
seat in 1968, ran for president 
four years later, and fought 
for the health and well-being 
of her most disadvantaged 
constituents throughout her 
time in offi ce, according to the 
state’s top pol.

“Shirley Chisholm led the 
fi ght to improve the health 
and wellness of underserved 
communities that we carry on 
today with the Vital Brooklyn 
initiative, and we are proudly 
naming this park after her in 

admiration for the example of 
leadership and devotion she 
set for all of us,” he said.

The vast green space will 
be the largest state park in all 
fi ve boroughs and will stretch 
across the former Pennsylva-
nia Avenue and Fountain Av-
enue landfi ll sites adjacent to 
East New York.

The largest park in the 
borough will remain the city-
owned Marine Park, at 530 
acres.

The fi rst phase of the park 

will open 3.5 miles of water-
front, providing new access 
to open space in one of the 
most underserved areas of the 
state, according to the gover-
nor’s offi ce.

The state will then seek 
ideas from residents for what 
should go in the park, with 
meetings kicking off in the 
fall of 2019, and the comple-
tion of the design process set 
for 2021.

Proposed features of the 
new park include an amphi-
theater for live events, an en-
vironmental-education center, 
lawn patios, and a cable car or 
a connector bridge over the 
water between the Pennsylva-
nia Avenue and Fountain Av-
enue properties, according to 
the governor.

Under an agreement with 
the National Park Service 
and the city, New York State 
Parks will plan, develop, and 
operate the park in coopera-
tion with the Department of 
the Interior, the National Park 
Service, and the city’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection, which will continue 

to manage the former landfi ll 
infrastructure.

Open green spaces are par-
ticularly valuable in Brook-
lyn and can improve the lives 
of residents, a local pol said at 
the governor’s announcement 
earlier this month.

“As a Brooklyn resident, I 
know fi rst-hand how hard it 
can be to fi nd well-maintained 
green space,” said state Sen. 
Roxanne Persaud (D–East 

New York). “Parks are more 
than just a gathering place 
— they are an opportunity 
for families to spend quality 
time, for children and adults 
to learn, and for people to take 
advantage of all the great out-
doors have to offer. Parks help 
keep families close, encour-
age our youth to explore, and 
provide residents with a place 
to partake in outdoor recre-
ation.”

Boro’s new state park named for 
pioneering African-American pol

BIG PLANS: Gov. Cuomo an-
nounced the old landfull turned 
state park will be named for late 
Rep. Shirley Chisholm. 
 New York State Governor’s offi ce THE GREAT OUTDOORS: The waterfront park will open a host of new ac-

tivities for Brooklynites and residents of outer boroughs, such as kayak-
ing around Jamaica Bay. New York State Parks
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1-917-246-2888.
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Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

said Alphonso David, an attor-
ney for Cuomo. “It’s as simple 
as that. The governor did not 
have to provide the $15 mil-
lion, but, without that, there 
would be no recreation cen-
ter.” 

Cumbo admitted to not 
knowing where money for the 
rec center would come from 
when she pushed BFC to kill 
its planned condos, but said 
she approved of the scheme 
even with the defi cit because 
not doing so would deprive 
Crown Heights youngsters 
with a much-needed public 
space.

“One of the largest Afri-
can-American communities 
in the country doesn’t have a 
recreation center for youth,” 
she said.

But losing the for-sale units 
and their expected revenue ac-
tually provided an opportu-
nity to recoup that cash from 
Albany, according to the coun-
cilwoman, who said BFC ap-
plied for the rec-center funding 
via a state development grant 
that lawmakers approved 
once the builder axed the con-
dos, after rejecting a previous 
application it submitted when 
they were still part of the 

redevelopment plan.
“Electeds weren’t comfort-

able supporting the project, 
so the governor’s offi ce didn’t 
want to release the funding,” 
said Cumbo. “Once the condos 
came off the table, we were 
able to fi nally secure that.”

Cuomo, who announced 
the funding on Sept. 3, the 
day of the West Indian Day 
Parade, also revealed the rec 
center will be named for his 
deceased aide Carey Gabay, 
 who was shot and killed dur-
ing the pre-parade J’Ouvert 

festivities in 2015 .  
And a foundation Gabay’s 

widow established after he 
died will operate out of the 
center, carrying on her late 
husband’s commitment to 
community service, she said. 

“I’m thankful that my hus-
band’s legacy will continue 
changing and touching lives,” 
said Trenelle Gabay.

BFC is still securing the 
necessary permits required to 
break ground at the armory, 
which it plans to do sometime 
this fall, Spokony said.

REBRANDED: Renderings released by Gov. Cuomo’s offi ce show the ar-
mory development’s renamed Carey Gabay Community Center, which the 
state’s top pol recently allocated $15 million in taxpayer dollars to build.
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Rock ‘em, sock ‘em!
Gowanusaur Dan Glass got ready to rumble with a life-size Rock 
‘Em, Sock ‘Em robot at the Gowanus Block Party, which drew 
locals to Seventh Street between Second and Third avenues on 
Sept. 8 for hours of family-friendly fun that also included a mas-
sive version of beloved “The Price is Right” game, Plinko, tarot-
card readings, a booth whose operator offered passersby bad 
advice, and stations set up by neighborhood retailer the Gow-
anus Souvenir Shop and local artists including photographer 
Maggie Guardino and painter Marlene Weisman. 
 Photo by Caroline Ourso

Continued from cover
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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New York City Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR)
Sheepshead Bay Courts – Water and Sewer Infrastructure Improvement Project 

Final Notice and Public Explanation of a Proposed Activity in a 100-Year Floodplain 

To: All Interested Agencies, Groups, and Individuals:
This is to give notice that OMB has conducted an evaluation as required by Executive Order (EO) 11988 and 
implemented by HUD Regulations found at 24 CFR 55.20. There are three primary purposes for this notice.  First, 
people who may be affected by activities in floodplains and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural 
environment should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas. 
Second, an adequate public notice program can be an important public educational tool. The dissemination of 
information about floodplains can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks associated with the 
occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of fairness, when the Federal government 
determines it will participate in actions taking place in floodplains, it must inform those who may be put at greater or 
continued risk.

An Environmental Assessment (EA) was completed for the Sheepshead Bay Courts Water and Sewer Infrastructure 
Improvement Project which included the floodplain 8-Step decision making process that evaluated alternatives to
proposed activities in Lake Court and Stanton Court in the project area. This EA is being re-evaluated in order to 
incorporate activities that were not previously anticipated in the project area – specifically within an approximately 
0.53 acre and 1.3 acre area of Webers Court and Mesereau Court, respectively. Both aforementioned project areas 
fall entirely within the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) (100-year floodplain, AE Zone) as seen on preliminary 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) panels 3604970354G and 3604970358G, issued on January 30, 2015.

The following alternatives and mitigation measures have been considered to minimize adverse effects on the 
floodplain and to restore and preserve the natural and beneficial values it offers:
No Action Alternative: A no action alternative was considered. This would mean that the proposed action sites 
would remain unchanged and updates to critical infrastructure in the neighborhoods of Webers Court and Mesereau 
Court would not occur.
Limited Action Alternative: An alternative was considered in which infrastructure attached to homes within the 
Build it Back Single-Family Housing program (BIB Single-Family) would be updated or repaired. Similarly, the 
existing pedestrian path in front of homes within the BIB program in Mesereau Court would be repaired or replaced. 
However, because not all homes in Webers Court and Mesereau Court fall within BIB, neighborhood-wide 
infrastructure improvements would not be possible under this alternative.
Proposed Action Alternative: The proposed action would involve the installation of new neighborhood-wide water 
mains in both Webers Court and Mesereau Court. New neighborhood-wide underground electrical service and data 
lines would also be installed in Webers Court. Additionally, an existing pedestrian path which runs through Mesereau 
Court would be reconstructed with permeable concrete. All existing residences in these Courts would be connected 
to the proposed new lines of infrastructure.

Based on the re-evaluation of alternatives to the proposed activities in accordance with the 8-step decision-making 
process for actions located in a 100-year floodplain, it has been determined that the proposed activities in 
Sheepshead Bay Courts (Webers Court and Meserau Court) have no practicable alternative. The proposed activities 
would best serve the long term goals of protecting lives and property while reducing flood hazards in the project 
area, and would not result in adverse impacts to flood levels, flood, or the flow of floodwaters on the project site or 
surrounding areas. The proposed activities are therefore in compliance with EO 11088 and 44 CFR 60.3(a)(4-6) and 
do not require flood insurance or are excluded from flood insurance. Environmental files that document compliance 
with steps 3 through 6 of EO 11988 are available for public review with Mr. Calvin Johnson, Assistant Director, CDBG 
Disaster Recovery, New York City Office of Management and Budget, 255 Greenwich Street, 8th Floor, New York, 
NY 10007, (212) 788-6024, and may be examined or copied on weekdays between 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM. The 
documents may also be found at http://www1.nyc.gov/site/cdbgdr/documents/environmental-records.page

PUBLIC COMMENTS
All interested persons, groups and agencies are invited to submit written comments to OMB at the address listed above or via email at 
CDBGDR-Enviro@omb.nyc.gov. All comments received by close of business on September 24, 2018 will be 
considered by OMB.

City of New York: Bill de Blasio, Mayor
                            Melanie Hartzog, Director of Management and Budget, Office of Management and Budget
Date: September 14, 2018 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This restaurant needs to get its ducts 
in a row.

Some Fort Greeners are fuming 
after ventilation at a posh neighbor-
hood eatery that cooks food over an 
open fl ame caught fi re on Sept. 4, argu-
ing the blaze is the latest — and most-
alarming — incident resulting from 
owners’ failure to properly keep up the 
restaurant.

“They haven’t been maintaining it 
and it is a fi re hazard, I’ve been saying 
this for nearly six months to nearly 
anybody who will listen,” said Vir-
ginia Priest, who lives next door to the 
Adelphi Street establishment. “And 
look what happened.”

New York’s Bravest rushed to 
quench the fi re burning in the roof-
top vent at South American-inspired 
bistro Metta at 3:40 pm after grease 
buildup inside ignited, its co-owner 
said, and extinguished the fl ames an 
hour later, according to a Fire Depart-
ment rep. 

Earlier this year, Priest and other 
neighbors blasted the restaurant’s 
owners for  the noxious cloud of smoke 
its signature style of cooking sent waft-
ing into their homes  — but now, the 

stench is a minor nuisance compared 
to the possibility of more spontaneous 
combustion, another local said.

“What had been bothering me is the 
constant odor coming into our home,” 
said Chris Saporita, who lives nearby on 
Clermont Avenue. “Now, I’m concerned 
about the fi re hazard.”

City regulations require Metta’s 
proprietor to scrub its ducts every 
three months, according to co-owner 
Henry Rich, who admitted the vent 
was weeks overdue for a scrub when 
the blaze started — but claimed  the ex-
pert who told another outlet that the 
owners’ negligence caused the inferno 
didn’t mention that he failed to show 
up for a cleaning weeks ago .

And following the recent fi re, Rich 
said the duct will be cleaned on a 
monthly basis to prevent buildup from 
burning up again.

“We cleaned once a quarter, but are 
now going to clean it every month,” he 
said. 

The eatery’s proprietors, who 
opened their hip spot at the corner 
of Willoughby Avenue last year, also 
installed a contraption on the restau-
rant’s roof to help fi lter the stifl ing 
smoke that neighbors claim gives 

them headaches, and repositioned 
its chimney in order to blow the hot 
smelly air away from neighboring 
residences, Rich said.

“We’ve installed something called a 
maxi-grill on top of the restaurant, it’s 
a $100,000 unit that fi lters out smoke,” 
said Rich. “And the top of the duct is 
now six feet above the roofl ine.”

Inspectors from the city’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection 
scoped Metta out each time someone 
lodged a complaint about its excessive 

exhaust over the past year and a half, 
but have yet to slap it with any viola-
tions related to the smoke, according 
to Rich. A rep for the environmental-
protection agency did not immediately 
return a request for comment regard-
ing its inspections. 

The eatery’s only violation came 
from the Department of Buildings, 
which slapped it with a $1,280 fi ne in 
April for construction work not done 
in accordance with fi led plans, agency 
spokesman Andrew Rudansky said.

Up in smoke

ALL FIRED UP: Adelphi Street resident Virginia Priest is fed up with neighboring restaurant 
Metta, where a duct recently caught fi re after months of blowing heavy smoke and foul 
odors into area streets and homes. Photo by Paul Martinka

Ft. Greeners steaming over eatery’s duct fi re

■











COURIER LIFE, SEPT. 14–20, 2018 23  DT

Have you been seriously injured 
through a fault of another party?

Serving All Boros
Hablamos Espanol

Offi ce is Handicapped Accessible
No fee unless we recover

Free Consultation
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

RECOVERED FOR OUR CLIENTS

Piergrossi & Peterman
wewinyoucash.com

844-300-6648
Call our TOLL FREE hotline

for your complimentary consultation

INJURED?
WE WIN YOU $$$
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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Some Fort Greeners were fum-

ing after ventilation at Metta, a 

posh neighborhood eatery that 

cooks food over an open fl ame, 

caught fi re, arguing the blaze is the 

latest — and most-alarming — inci-

dent resulting from owners’ failure 

to properly keep up the restaurant 

(“Up in smoke: Locals steaming over 

Ft. Greene restaurant’s duct fi re,” 

by Julianne Cuba, online Sept. 10).

Inspectors from the city’s De-

partment of Environmental Pro-

tection scoped Metta out each time 

someone lodged a complaint, but its 

co-owner claimed they have yet to 

slap it with any violations related 

to the smoke. The eatery’s only vio-

lation came from the Department 

of Buildings, which dealt it with a 

$1,280 fi ne for construction not done 

in accordance with fi led plans. Our 

story had some readers fi red up:

Are you kidding me? All this res-
taurant got for a fi re from their own 
negligence is a $1,200 fi ne from the De-
partment of Buildings? The owners 
must have connections. The FDNY 
shut down the tire store on Fulton fi ve 
years ago for having too many tires; 
in other words, not a fi re, the possibil-
ity of a fi re. Metta has a fi re but stays 
open. The owners must donate to De-
Blasio. Ronald from Ft. Greene

I just wanted to add two points to 
this story. The DEP issued three smoke 
violations against Metta, contrary to 
what Metta’s owner says in this arti-
cle. And the Department of Buildings 
violation was issued for improperly 
installed exhaust vents … the same 
vents that caught fi re. We are very 
lucky that this fi re only spread to Met-
ta’s roof and not to neighboring build-
ings. Thank you, New York City Fire 
Department! 
 Virginia from Ft. Greene

The DOB violation was not for im-
proper vent-exhaust. The violation 
reads “found steel dunnage to be em-
bedded in parapet wall, plan calls for 
dunnage to be on top of parapet.” The 
dunnage is what holds the exhaust 
device, this is public information on 
their website. Also contrary to popu-
lar belief, maintenance and cleaning 

of grease in a commercial establish-
ment [if not done] is a Fire Code viola-
tion. Joseph from Ft. Greene

On the 17th anniversary of the 

Sept. 11 terror attacks, the Brook-

lyn Historical Society screened an 

hours-long fi lm of the New York city 

skyline that inadvertently captured 

the moment of the attacks (“A view 

of the Towers: Video that captured 

9-11 to screen at Brooklyn Histori-

cal Society,” by Kevin Duggan, on-

line Sept. 5).

Artist Wolfgang Staehle in-

stalled a pair of cameras on top of 

a building in Williamsburg in early 

September of 2001, pointed them to-

wards Manhattan, and set them to 

take a picture every four seconds for 

the next several weeks. Unexpect-

edly, the piece captured the moment 

of the city’s most-dramatic trans-

formation. Two of our regular com-

menters offered differing opinions:

Looking at that image really 
makes me want to know why the 
Twin Towers weren’t just simply re-
built with better safety modifi cations 
instead of what we wound up with at 
the end, which I feel is more of a mon-
ument to the very terrorists and help-
ing them fi nish the job of destroying 
something so important. 

 Tal Barzilai 

 from Pleasantville, NY

Tal — You’re a commercial real-
estate developer now?

 Tyler from pps

Tyler, I have been to numerous 
hearings involving the World Trade 
Center site, and hardly anyone out-
side the panel supported what ended 
up getting built there. According to 
numerous polls, many actually did 
prefer the rebuilding of the Twin 
Towers over what is there now and 
by a landslide on most of them. The 
only symbolism I see that illegiti-
mate replacement is fear, elitism, and 
egoism. 

To me, not rebuilding the Twin 
Towers is saying that the terrorists 
did change us that day. 

I suggest you read “Sixteen Acres 
and the Outrageous Struggle for 
Ground Zero,” by Phillip Nobel, to get 
an idea of what really went on. Plus, 
you can also read “Debacle: Failing 
to Rebuild the Twin Towers,” by Joe 
Wright, which features a collection 
of essays from pro-Towers advocates 
such as myself. Tal Barzilai 

 from Pleasantville, NY

So, nostalgia for ugly, impractical 
’70s architecture didn’t win the day 
when planning a multi-billion dollar 
project? Oh, man. How sad for you

Tyler from pps

Gov. Cuomo has kicked in $15 

million in state cash to fund the rec-

reation center a developer prom-

ised to build as part of its city-ap-

proved scheme to transform Crown 

Heights’s publicly owned armory 

into a mixed-use residential com-

plex (“Play money: State doles out 

millions to fi ll funding gap for 

promised armory rec center,” by Co-

lin Mixson, online Sept. 7).

 The taxpayer dollars are vi-

tal to the rec-center project, which 

lost a huge stream of expected rev-

enue when Council struck a deal 

with builder BFC Partners to axe 

controversial condos and include 

more below-market-rate rentals in 

its plan for the site, according to 

Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo, who 

hammered out that agreement. One 

reader is not convinced that Cuo-

mo’s motives were totally pure:

Pardon the cynicism … is it any 
wonder that Cuomo, whose LLC and 
REBNY contributions add up to many 
millions, would — er, out of the kind-
ness of his pay-to-play heart — repay 
BFC, the “affordable housing” devel-
oper of the Bedford-Union Armory?

BFC — Don Capoccia, et al. — read 
and see how this “charitable giving” 
came about. Follow the money and 
there’s where you’ll fi nd our real es-
tate bought-and-paid-for for Guv:

“The latest grant comes weeks 
after one of the heads of develop-
ers BFC Partners donated $3,500 to 
Cuomo’s 2018 re-election campaign. 
The governor has previously been 
criticized for doling out grants to his 
biggest donors, which includes BFC. 
Between 2011 and 2014, the three 
partners of BFC — Brendan Baron, 
Joseph Ferrara and Donald Capoc-
cia — donated more than $85,000 to 
Cuomo, according to state Board of 
Elections records. The most recent 
$3,500 payment was made by Ferrara 
in two checks on Jan. 4.”

 https://www.dnainfo.com/new-
york/20170127/st-george/empire-out-
lets-20-million-state-grant-andrew-
cuomo/  Watching Corrupt Pols 

 from Overtaking Brooklyn

District Attorney Eric Gonzalez 

is giving some convicted stoners a 

chance to clear their record with a 

new policy that takes a retroactive 

approach to decriminalizing mar-

ijuana (“ A new leaf: DA to begin 

vacating some misdemeanor pot 

convictions,” by Colin Mixson, on-

line Sept. 10).

Gonzalez said he will start va-

cating certain lesser pot convic-

tions this month. At least one com-

menter, citing history, appeared to 

agree with the move:

“The Nixon campaign in 1968, 
and the Nixon White House after 
that, had two enemies: the antiwar 
left and black people. You under-
stand what I’m saying? We knew we 
couldn’t make it illegal to be either 
against the war or black, but by get-
ting the public to associate the hip-
pies with marijuana and blacks with 
heroin, and then criminalizing both 
heavily, we could disrupt those com-
munities. We could arrest their lead-
ers, raid their homes, break up their 
meetings, and vilify them night after 
night on the evening news. Did we 
know we were lying about the drugs? 
Of course we did.” — Nixon advisor 
John Ehrlichman, on the decision to 
declare a “War on Drugs” in 1971.  
 S from Clinton Hill

Parkless Slope
To the editor,

New parking signs have been put 
up in Park Slope, on Sixth Avenue 
from Eighth to Ninth streets (only 
on the opposite side of the library) 
and from Ninth to 10th streets (on 
both sides.). The new signs say that 
the parking spots are now metered, 
which comes to another 29 spots lost.

I am livid. Pardon the expression, 
but it really sucks to be a car owner 
in Park Slope. We  keep on being pun-
ished. First we have the bicycle racks 
put up. Some are on the sidewalk 
and others are on the streets. Why 
couldn’t they all be put on the side-
walk? Now there is the ZipCar shar-
ing. That means additional spots lost 
for these ZipCars to be parked on a 
lot of Park Slope blocks. Don’t know 
if anyone has noticed, but all the li-
cense plates on these ZipCars are 
from New Jersey. The parking meter 
rates are going up and now we lost an 
additional 29 spots. 

The DeBlasio administration 
keeps on punishing us Slopers again. 
It will not stop here; I’m sure this ad-
ministration has already thought of 
other ways to stick it to us. It makes it 
horrible to be a car owner. What can 
be done to fi ght these signs? 
 Maria Soberanis

Park Slope

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Courier Life, 1 MetroTech Center 
North, Brooklyn, NY 11201, or e-mail 
to editorial@cnglocal.com. Please 
include your address and tele phone 
number for so we can con fi rm you 
sent the letter. We reserve the right 
to edit all correspondence, which 
becomes the property of Courier 
Life. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

There’s smoke, then fi re, at Ft. Greene eatery  
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T wo Brooklyn Democratic 
primaries this week will 
determine which party 

controls the state Senate. Cur-
rently, only one vote keeps the 
Republicans in control of the 
upper chamber in Albany.

One of the races that could 
shift this balance of power is 
the contest between Repub-
lican Marty Golden and the 
winner of the Democratic pri-
mary between Andrew Gou-
nardes and Ross Barkan. A 
key consideration for voters 
choosing between these two 
Democrats will be who they 
believe has the best chance to 
take down the incumbent.

Flipping this district from 
red to blue would likely give 
Democrats control of the Sen-
ate. In addition, defeating a 
local Republican icon like 
Golden would be a bellwether 
for an even larger blue wave 
than expected in New York. 

Gounardes and Barkan 
have been fi ercely crisscross-
ing the 22nd District, which 
includes Bay Ridge, Dyker 
Heights, Marine Park, and 
Gerristen Beach, battling for 
votes. They have appeared at 
forums and debates, includ-
ing one televised on NY1 last 
week. Gounardes highlighted 

his local civic record, while 
pointing out Barkan’s lack 
of volunteer activities in the 
community. It seems this con-
trast has become a key issue 
in the closing days of the cam-
paign, with a growing feeling 
that although Barkan may 
have lived in the district his 
whole life, he has been invis-
ible until this campaign.

Conversely, Barkan has 
highlighted his “progressive” 
bona fi des, including an en-
dorsement from Queens’s so-

cialist upstart Alexandria Oc-
asio-Cortez, in running to the 
left of Gounardes. This would 
normally be a wise strategy 
in a Democratic primary, but 
this Southern Brooklyn dis-
trict is different because there 
are fewer extreme left Dem-
ocratic voters. This area of 
Kings County has long been 
known as one of the few bas-
tions of Republican strength 
outside of Staten Island. 

Currently Golden, As-
semblywoman Nicole Mal-
liotakis, and Congressman 
Dan Donovan represent these 
neighborhoods even though 
Democrats vastly outnumber 
Republicans. Therefore, many 
Democratic votes are needed 
to elect these offi cials, espe-
cially Golden. It would seem 
that Barkan’s race to the left 
doesn’t fi t this district, while 
Gounardes’s slightly more 
moderate views give him an 
advantage in his primary — 
and against Golden in a gen-
eral election. 

The senator’s camp be-
lieves this as well as evi-
denced by his staff lighting up 
social media claiming Barkan 
won the NY1 debate. By pump-
ing up Barkan and attacking 
Gounardes, Golden’s loyalists 

have made it clear that they 
view Gounardes as the stron-
gest challenger in November. 

Democrats have 32 of the 63 
seats in the senate, giving them 
a technical majority; however 
Simcha Felder, a Democrat, 
continues to caucus with Re-
publicans. This gives the GOP 
the needed majority vote to 
control the power of the cham-
ber. Not surprisingly, Simcha 
Felder’s primary challenge 
from Blake Morris is the other 
borough race that can deter-
mine control of the Senate. 

If Morris was elected to the 
Senate, he would caucus with 
his party and give it its needed 
32nd vote to take charge. But, 
winning this week will not be 
enough for Morris. He would 
still have to face Felder on the 
GOP line in November. That’s 
right, Felder will be on the Re-
publican line so they will have 
a re-match if Morris prevails 
in the primary. If Felder wins, 
he will walk back into the Sen-
ate virtually unopposed in No-
vember. 

In a recent ad, the Morris 
campaign assails Felder for 
his relationship with the GOP 
writing “While Simcha Felder 
works only for himself and his 
fellow Trump Republicans, he 

ignores the needs of his con-
stituents.” Morris also points 
out Felder’s role in stopping 
the senate from renewing the 
city’s speed-camera legisla-
tion. If Morris wins this week, 
at least he is halfway there.

Felder has also been in-
volved in the “Yeshiva-Gate” 
issue that has been reported 
on during the past several 
months. He held up the state 
budget process earlier this 
year to change the law that 
lowers the educational stan-
dards for these schools that 
have already been the subject 
of a years-long city probe of 
their secular education pro-
fi ciency. The Young Advo-
cates for Fair Education even 
fi led a lawsuit that this Felder 
amendment violates the re-
ligious establishment clause 
of the fi rst Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution by creating 
a special carve out standards 
for Yeshivas.

How this issue will play 
into this primary is an open 
question.

For these primaries, as 
Brooklyn goes, so may the 
New York State Senate.

Bob Capano is the Chair-
man of the Brooklyn Reform 
Party.

The primaries decide who controls tomorrow’s senate

THE RIGHT 
VIEW

Bob Capano
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 88888-396-25567 FFOR CCOMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CCALIBBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$9,500BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40761
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$4,995BUY 

FOR:

108k miles, Stk#31719
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
$6,500BUY 

FOR:

84k miles, Stk#M43431
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$13,995BUY 

FOR:

17k miles, Stk#M41829
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 VW PASSAT
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#31659
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHEVY EQUINOX
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

$17,688BUY 
FOR:

44k miles, Stk#M42736
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50
$17,995BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,888$18,588 $19,995BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

42k miles, Stk#M3996142k miles, Stk#35843 2k miles, Stk#29271
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 BMW 528i xDrive'15 MERCEDES C300 '16 HONDA CRV
$20,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#35132
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 JEEP GR CHEROKEE
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LIMITED TIME

MODEL CLOSEOUT EVENT

Hurry in for unbeatable deals you can’t fi nd anywhere else!

ALL BRANDS 
ON SALE

70%
OFF

NOW $29850

WAS $597

FIRM 9.5” QUEEN MATTRESS50%
OFF

NOW $34790

WAS $497

MEMORY FOAM 8” QUEEN MATTRESS30%
OFF

BEST 
SELLER

LIMITED

QUANTITIES

GREAT 

SAVINGS

NOW $119970

WAS $3999

FIRM 13.5” QUEEN MATTRESS

Floor models

70% OFFUP
TO

1

MF50_NYC_WRAP_9.14_DAILYNEWS_1
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ALL
BRANDS

ON
SALE

NOW
$449
WAS $549

SAVE
$100

QUEEN PILLOW 
TOP MATTRESS

NOW
$749
WAS $799

SAVE
$50

QUEEN PILLOW 
TOP MATTRESS

NOW
$1699
WAS $1899

SAVE
$200

QUEEN PLUSH 
MATTRESS

NOW
$899
WAS $999

SAVE
$100

QUEEN PLUSH 
MATTRESS

NOW
$1099
WAS $1299

SAVE
$200

QUEEN FIRM 
MATTRESS

NOW
$1399
WAS $1699

SAVE
$300

QUEEN PLUSH 
MATTRESS

MF50_NYC_WRAP_9.14_DAILYNEWS_2_3
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ALL
BRANDS

ON
SALE

NOW
$1899
WAS $2099

SAVE
$200

QUEEN CUSHION 
FIRM MATTRESS

NOW
$1099
WAS $1299

SAVE
$200

QUEEN PLUSH 
MATTRESS

NOW
$899
WAS $999

SAVE
$100

NOW
$1499
WAS $1799

SAVE
$300

QUEEN FIRM 
MATTRESS

NOW
$749
WAS $799

SAVE
$50

QUEEN FIRM 
MATTRESS

NOW
$490
WAS $590

SAVE
$100

QUEEN MEMORY 
FOAM MATTRESS

QUEEN LUXURY 
FIRM MATTRESS
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MF50_NYC_WRAP_9.14_DAILYNEWS_4

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM

Minimum purchase of $2799 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 equal monthly payments required. 

0% APR FOR 5 YEARS*
See store for details.

NO CREDIT NEEDEDOR

120 NIGHT LOW PRICE GUARANTEE† NEXT OR SAME DAY DELIVERY‡

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal 
monthly payments required. *Off er valid 9/12/18-9/18/18 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount 
divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the 
purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. Down payment equal to sales tax and delivery required. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing 
cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 1. Model Closeout Event: Save up to 70% off  select fl oor model, closeout and overstock mattresses and accessories. Savings applied to 
our low price and vary by mattress and model. Product selection may vary by store. Sales of fl oor model, closeout and overstock merchandise is fi nal and merchandise cannot be returned or exchanged. May not be combined with any other 
discount, coupon, or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store percentage savings range from 5%-70%. Limited quantities available; off er valid 9/12/18-9/18/18 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †120 Night Low Price 
Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress advertised by competitors recognized by us, whether online or in print, for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. 
Restrictions apply to our 120 Night Low Price Guarantee including select models, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. 
Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (e.g., eBay, Craig’s List, etc.) is excluded. See store for complete details. ‡Same or Next Day Delivery: We guarantee your new mattress will be delivered within the designated delivery window, or your 
delivery is free. Valid on in-stock and available products in local delivery areas. Must be purchased before delivery cut off  time. Not applicable on all products. See store for complete details. In-store percentage savings range from 5%-70%. We 
invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors 
in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 9/12/18-9/18/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See 
store for complete details. 

AMERICA’S
BEST-SELLING BRANDS

Nobody can off er deals like the nation’s largest specialty mattress retailer!

NOW
$199
WAS $249

SAVE
$50

QUEEN FIRM
MATTRESS

NOW
$299
WAS $349

SAVE
$50

QUEEN FIRM
MATTRESS

NOW
$650
WAS $750

SAVE
$100

QUEEN MEMORY 
FOAM MATTRESS

NOW
$699
WAS $899

SAVE
$200

QUEEN PLUSH 
MATTRESS

NOW
$899
WAS $999

SAVE
$100

QUEEN PILLOW 
TOP MATTRESS NOW

$1099
WAS $1199

SAVE
$100

QUEEN PILLOW 
TOP MATTRESS NOW

$1099
WAS $1299

SAVE
$200

QUEEN PLUSH 
MATTRESS NOW

$1399
WAS $1599

SAVE
$200

QUEEN FIRM 
MATTRESS
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 09/13/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAAYMENT UNNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DOODGE CAALIBBER, 991K MI, STK#17934

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#M42867
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION
$10,888BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

31k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$9,995BUY 

FOR:

31k miles, Stk#35407
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD

$22,900BUY 
FOR:

1k miles, Stk#30599
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 FORD ESCAPE
$23,588BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$23,888BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GR CHEROKEE
$24,588BUY 

FOR:

2k miles, Stk#30258
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE
$24,888BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

22k miles, Stk#33760
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 LEXUS RX350

$15,588BUY 
FOR:

42k miles, Stk#M38922
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHEVY TRAVERSE
$16,888BUY 

FOR:

10k miles, Stk#M42735
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN MAXIMA
$15,950BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$17,500BUY 

FOR:

2k miles, Stk#M43056
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'18 NISSAN ALTIMA
$16,995BUY 

FOR:

40k miles, Stk#31734
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA SIENNA
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CANARSIE

State Sen. Roxanne Persaud, (D–
Canarsie) was a ray of sunshine for the 
seniors at Sunrise Adult Health Care 

Center on Sept. 6. The caring senator 
and staff at Sun-
rise co-hosted a 
senior resource 
event where res-
idents had an 
opportunity to 
get valuable in-
formation about 
assistance and 
benefi ts avail-
able to them.

R e p r e s e n -
tatives from agencies at the fair in-
cluded AARP, American Cancer 

Society, American Red Cross, 

Department of Health–Early In-

tervention, Kingsborough Com-

munity College, Elderly Phar-

maceutical Insurance Coverage 

(EPIC) Program, Empire Blue 

Cross Blue Shield, NYC Depart-

ment of Finance, East New York 

Farms, NYS Department of Pub-

lic Service, ConEdison, NYC Fire 

Department, NYC Department of 

Environment Protection, Health-

First, United Healthcare, Offi ce of 

Health  Services–Division of Pre-

vention and Primary Care Insur-

ance and SNAP.

“Many of our seniors live on a fi xed 
income and they also lack information 
about and access to resources that can 
assist them to live comfortably and in-
dependently. They may have diffi culty 
navigating the complicated phone sys-
tems and online resources. At the Se-
nior Resource Day, the seniors have a 
unique opportunity to meet directly 
with representatives and get the neces-
sary support,” state Sen. Persaud said.

Along with information and give-
aways, the seniors were treated to cold 
fruit and Italian ices and snow cones, 
courtesy of Millennium Develop-

ment Corp.

Not to be left out, seniors exercised 
their dancing muscles, or were treated 
to manicures and massages in the 
green space.

Thanks to the offi cers in the Com-

munity Department of the 69th and 

63rd Precincts, the seniors were safe 
and sound.

Sen. Persaud’s District Offi ce [1222 
E. 96th St. in Canarsie, (718) 649–7653].

BOROUGH WIDE

Science rules
Broadcom Foundation and So-

ciety for Science and the Public 
announced that borough son Andrei 

Iosifescu, a student at Hunter Col-

lege High School, was named to a list 

of the top 300 competitors in the Broad-

com Masters® — the nation’s premier 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math competition for middle school 
students. The top 300 represent middle 
schools from 35 states. 

Andrei was selected from a pool of 
2,537 applicants from 48 states, two 
U.S. territories, and one Department 
of Defense school. Students were eval-
uated by a panel of scientists, engi-
neers, and educators, and judged on 
creativity and originality of their sci-
ence fair project, their ability to en-
gage in analysis of data, and under-
standing of Stem principles as they 

relate to the real world. 
Standing O wishes Andrei good 

luck.

MARINE PARK 

Save the date
Madison-Marine–Homecrest 

Civic Association is calling on the 
community to help keep the high-
ways and byways ship-shape and in 
order.

Residents, businesses, schools, reli-
gious institutions, elected offi cials and 
candidates, along with city agencies — 
especially New York City’s Sanitation           

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

EAST NEW YORK

Let’s welcome Big Apple Urgent 

Care to the community. The rib-
bon-cutting on Sept. 6 was attended 
by Ludovic Michel, Rev. Kevin 

Laylor, Assemblymember Rod-

neyse Bichotte (D–East Flatbush); 
state Sen. Kevin Parker (D–East 
New York); Dr. Tamara Moise, 
co-founder, Big Apple Urgent Care; 
Wadson Filis, co-founder, Big Ap-
ple Urgent Care; Dr. Aletha May-

bank, Deputy Commissioner, New 
York City Department of Health; 
and Dr. Torian Easterling, Assis-
tant Commissioner, New York City 

Department of Health.

Festivities included a deejay, free 
blood pressure screenings, give-
aways, and so much more.

“Access to a culturally-sensitive, 
community-based urgent care cen-
ter is central to enhancing care and 
services for the brown and black 

communities of Central Brooklyn 
and critical to reducing health in-
equities,” said Dr. Maybank. “I con-
gratulate Big Apple Walk-In Urgent 
Care on their opening, and look for-
ward to them becoming a neighbor-
hood asset in supporting the health 
of Central Brooklyn and beyond,” 
said Dr. Moise.

The fully renovated medical 
center features six exam rooms, 
state-of-the-art equipment — in-
cluding an on-site X-ray — and 
team of multilingual healthcare 
professionals fl uent in Creole and 
Medical Spanish. The medical 
staff and facility are equipped to 
handle all kinds of medical needs 
such as employment physicals, mi-
nor illness and injury, immuniza-
tions, and lab work.

Big Apple Urgent Care (3805 
Church Ave. between E. 38th and E. 
39th streets in East Flatbush, www.
bigappleurgentcare.com).

Senator is walking with Sunrise

Stat! Apple Urgent Care is here

Department and the 61st Precinct — 
are asked to come on down to the next 
meeting on Oct. 18 at 7:30 pm to fi nd 
out the 411 on Operation Clean Up.

The October meeting will focus 
on planning the week-long (Nov. 25–

Dec. 1) effort to clean up the litter, de-
bris, and trash scattered in the neigh-
borhood of Stuart Street to E. 12th 

Street and Avenue P to Avenue U.

The Carmine Carro Community 
Center (3000 Fillmore Ave., at Madison 
Place in Marine Park). 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 

Put me in, coach!
Irma Garcia, director of ath-

letics at St. Francis College, let 
the O know that Justine Lom-

bardi has been hired as the 
school’s fi rst women’s soccer 
head coach.

“We are thrilled to announce 
the addition of Justine Lombardi 
to our family here at St. Francis 
Brooklyn. Justine brings a pedi-
gree of winning and a tremen-
dous work ethic to our program, 
which is set to hit the fi eld in the 
fall of 2019. Her passion for the 
sport and ability to recruit will 
help St. Francis College grow in 
the years to come,” said Garcia.

Justine joins the staff after 
serving as a women’s soccer as-
sistant coach at her alma mater 
Quinnipiac University for the 
past six seasons. While at Quin-
nipiac, Lombardi played an inte-
gral role in the recruiting efforts 
of prospective student-athletes. 
She was also responsible for over-
seeing training aspects of the 
team, both physically and men-
tally throughout each season.

Justine added her excitement 
at coming to St. Francis, saying: 
“The opportunity to start some-
thing from square one is always a 
great undertaking, and this will 
be no exception, but it is some-
thing I have dreamed of doing 
and that I think will be extremely 
satisfying — I am honored to have 
been chosen by Irma and the ath-
letics department as the person to 
get this program off the ground 
and excited to create something 
special in the city of Brooklyn,” 
she concluded.

St. Francis College (180 Rem-
sen St. at Court Street in Brooklyn 
Heights).

SNIP, SNIP, HOORAY!: From left, Ludovic Michel, Rev. Kevin Laylor, Assemblymember 
Rodneyse Bichotte, state Sen. Kevin Parker, Dr. Tamara Moise, Dr. Aleetha Maybank, 
Wadson Filis, and Dr. Torian Easterling.  
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may be 
payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lin-
coln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $10,260/$24,684 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,164 (Lincoln MKX), 
$10,260/$22,398 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

LINCOLN

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

P
A

R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

�

LINCOLN

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much 
More! MSRP $43,150, VIN#2LJBL38129. $5,299 Due at Inception Inc. 
1st Month Payment, $4,315 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires9/30/18.

$285†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR CHOICE

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MONTHS

0%
APR

0% APR fi nancing available up to 60 
mos at $16.67 per month per $1,000 
fi nanced; with approved credit on 
select models not to be combined 
with other offers.

We Accept All
Makes & Models

For Service

†$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

LAST CHANCE
ON 2018 LINCOLN’S

• 8 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
• 10 LINCOLN MKX
• 1 LINCOLN MKT

HUGE SAVINGS!
2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much More! MSRP 
$44,565, VIN#3LJR607371, $5,380 Due at Inception Includes 
1st Month Payment, $4,450 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, 
$0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2750 Lincoln RCL 
Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 9/30/18.  

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN MKZ RESERVE
100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Remote Start, P/S, 
A/C and More! MSRP $36,830, VIN#5LKUL11844, $4,610 Due at 
Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,680 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1000 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 9/30/18.

BRAND NEW 2019 LINCOLN MKC AWD

2016 LINCOLN MKX RESERVE AWD
$31,995BUY

FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL AWD

Only 300 Miles! Auto, A/C, 
Moonroof. Stk#2713F.

$38,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED
2016 LINCOLN MKC PREMIER

Auto, A/C, Silver, P/W/L,
M/Roof, 28K Miles, Stk#3074

$22,495BUY
FOR

*
2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Only 700 Mi! Loaded, Black, 
V6, Auto. Stk#3057F.

$29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

Loaded, Red, V6, Auto. 
Stk#2977F. 36K Mi.

CERTIFIED
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Brooklynite and former Miss New York Nia Imani 
Franklin was crowned Miss America at Boardwalk 
Hall in Atlantic City on Sept. 9. 

Franklin originally hails from North Carolina 
and only spent a year living in the Big Apple — most 
recently calling Clinton Hill home — but insisted 
during the competition that she has the toughness 
characteristic of a New York native. 

“I have New York grit,” Franklin said. “As a New 
Yorker I understand what it means to work hard.”  

Franklin moved to New York in June 2017 after 
she completed her master’s degree in music compo-
sition at the University of North Carolina School of 
the Arts, and then received an arts education fellow-
ship at Lincoln Center on the distant isle of Manhat-
tan,  according to the New York Post , which added 
that candidates only have to live, work, or attend 
school in a state for at least six months before com-
peting in its contest. 

Franklin won her fi rst New York-based title — 
 Miss Five Boroughs  — less than a year after moving 
here, and took the crown of Miss New York in July. 

The classically trained opera singer touted her 
musical talents in the competition, singing “Quando 
m’en vo’,” a song from the opera “La Bohème,” dur-
ing the talent portion. And she presented “advocat-
ing for the arts” as her “social-impact statement,” a 
new portion of the competition that required contes-
tants to describe how they would use their platform 
to advocate for positive social change. Franklin fo-
cused on advocating for equal access to arts educa-

tion in schools, saying: “there is a 20-percent higher 
graduation rate at schools where music is a part of 
the curriculum.”

The inclusion of the “social-impact statements” 
—  along with the elimination of the swimsuit com-
petition  — were meant to shift the focus of the com-
petition from contestants’ physical appearance as 
part of a rebranding effort by the organization in 
the era of #MeToo, and after  former executives were 
ousted  last year after leaked e-mails showed them 
using  vulgar language about contestants . 

 After the competition, Franklin said she was 
glad that she and her 50 competitors were not judged 
by how they looked in swimsuits. 

“I’m happy that I didn’t have to do so to win this 
title tonight because I’m more than just that,” she 
told the Associated Press.

Franklin’s win came with a $50,000 scholarship. 
She could not be reached by press time. 

Franklin is not the fi rst Miss New York to go on 
to take the country’s top title: Park Sloper  Mallory 
Hagan  clinched the crown in 2013. And other Brook-
lynites who won the title of Miss New York went on 
to compete in the Miss America competition, includ-
ing Bay Ridgite  Bethlene Pancoast  in 2007 and  Leigh 
Taylor-Smith  in 2009. 

New York has seen seven of its “Misses” go on to 
win the national crown — the most Miss America 
winners out of any state in the organization’s his-
tory,  according to the New York Times . And nearly 
half of those winners originally hailed from else-
where,  according to the Post . 

Crowning achievement!

THERE SHE IS: Former Miss New York Nia Imani Franklin — 
who most recently called Clinton Hill home — clinched the 
title of Miss America 2019 on Sept. 9. 
 Associated Press / Noah K. Murray

Brooklynite takes the title of Miss America 2019
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KINGS NISSAN
2758 Coney Island Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-3300 • KingsNissan.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 

payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. All 
vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. Offers end 
9/30/18. NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016.

20 Neptune Ave • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-646-3331 • KingsINFINITI.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to primary 
lender approval which may affect rate and/or payment. All pre-
owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. All vehicles available on 

a first come first sold basis. Offers end 9/30/18. NYC DCA 
#0414427, NYS DMV #7048732/7104527.

KINGS  INFINITI

KingsAutoGroup.com

UBER SPECIAL

2015 NISSAN   
VERSA   ............................... Buy For

$11,995
Stk #2936, 4 cyl, auto, 23,405 mi.
2010 MAZDA   
CX-9 AWD   ........................Buy For

$11,999
Stk #3000, 6 cyl, auto, 3,000 mi. 

2014 TOYOTA      
ALTIMA  ............................. Buy For

$15,995
Stk #2974, 4 cyl, auto, 23,763 mi.

2014 NISSAN     
PATHFINDER S  ...............Buy For

$18,995
Stk # 2804, V6, auto, 28,485 mi.

2015 NISSAN     
ROGUE AWD  ................... Buy For

$19,995
Stk #2961, 4 cyl., auto, 31,752 mi.

2015 HONDA      
CRV   .................................. Buy For

$24,995
Stk #U5837, 4 cyl., auto, 2,200 mi.

2017 HONDA       
ODYSSEY  ........................ Buy For

$24,995
Stk #5854, 4 cyl., auto, 17,391 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

2015 NISSAN 
ROGUE AWD ................Buy For

$18,995
Stk #2932, 4 cyl, auto, 27,649 mi.

2015 INFINITI 
Q40 AWD  .................... Buy For

$21,995
Stk # 3015, 6 cyl, auto, 30,718 mi.

2014 INFINITI  
QX60 AWD   ................. Buy For

$26,795
Stk # U5696, 6 cyl, auto, 46,015 mi.

2015 INFINITI 
Q50 3.7 AWD PREM   ...Buy For

$26,995
Stk # 3013, 6 cyl, auto, 26,865 mi.

2015 INFINITI 
Q50 3.7 AWD PREM   ...Buy For

$26,995
Stk # 3014, 6 cyl, auto, 18,488 mi.

2015 INFINITI  
QX60 3.5 AWD .............Buy For

$30,995
Stk # U5843, 6 cyl, auto, 44,733 mi.

2016 INFINITI  
QX60 AWD ................. Buy For

$33,265
Stk # U5777, 6 cyl, auto, 21,958 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

VIN #HA057601, Stk #U5863, 4 cyl., auto, white/beige, 10,223 mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR

WE NOW OFFER EXTENDED WARRANTIES TO 
UBER & LYFT DRIVERS 

WITH COVERAGE UP TO 150,000 MILES

SONATA SE 
HYBRID 

PRE-OWNED 
2017 HYUNDAI    

BRAND-NEW 2019 INFINITI 

QX60 AWD 
3.5 PURE

VIN #KC504816, Stk #19121, V6, auto, black/black, MSRP $46,795.

$44,239BUY 
FOR

UBER SPECIAL
WE NOW OFFER EXTENDED WARRANTIES TO 

UBER & LYFT DRIVERS 
WITH COVERAGE UP TO 150,000 MILES
IN-STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@
sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE 
CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY 
(631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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EDUCATIONEDUCATION
                                  

             

B ack-to-school season is 
in full swing and par-
ents are busy complet-

ing their shopping lists. Be-
tween new books, school 
supplies and the latest gad-
gets, sticking to a back-to-
school budget is no small 
feat. Financial columnist, 
broadcaster and author Peter 
Dunn, known nationally as 
“Pete the Planner,” has some 
great, deal-savvy shopping 
tips to help you fi nd the best 
values and save money dur-
ing this back-to-school shop-
ping season.

“As a father to two chil-
dren, I understand how ex-
pensive back-to-school shop-
ping is and how important it 
is to uncover the best values,” 
says Dunn. “Saving money 

during this shopping season 
requires a thoughtful plan 
to avoid overspending. Being 
budget-effi cient is not always 
easy, but it’s worth it and will 
make a big difference in your 
life.”

Here are fi ve tips from 
Dunn for parents looking 
to uncover the best back-to-
school deals:

Host a swap 
Gather other parents for a 

back-to-school swap. Encour-
age them to bring school-re-
lated items they no longer 
need, including clothes, sports 
equipment, backpacks, books 
and supplies. 

Not only is it a great op-
portunity to help save a little 
cash, you can get rid of any un-

used items you have as well.

Save on the 
necessary tools 

According to a recent sur-
vey conducted by Straight 
Talk Wireless, nearly 90 per-
cent of students and parents 
say mobile devices are essen-
tial for educational success 
during the school year. 

With Straight Talk’s Ulti-
mate Unlimited Plan for just 
$55 per month, students can 
take advantage of unlimited 
talk, text and data to stream 
video at DVD quality, down-
load educational resources 
and stay connected with na-
tionwide coverage on Ameri-
ca’s largest and most depend-
able networks — all for up to 30 
percent less. Best of all, there 

are no contracts, no credit 
checks and no mystery fees.

Shop local 
It’s easy to default to buy-

ing school supplies online out 
of convenience, but traditional 
brick-and-mortar stores have 
become increasingly competi-
tive for your dollars. 

In fact, many stores will 
match online prices if you 
show them the same item is 
available online for less.

Set a budget 
Like holiday shopping, 

it’s best to approach back-to-
school shopping with an estab-
lished budget for each child. 
Pre-determine what you’re go-
ing to spend on the essentials 
such as backpacks, supplies, 

clothes, shoes and technology 
so you’re less likely to over-
spend when purchasing. 

This could also be a power-
ful lesson for older children, 
so consider including them 
in some decision-making and 
buying processes if you feel 
they’re ready for it.

Plan ahead 
If you know your child will 

have school-related expenses 
later in the year (e.g., athletic 
equipment or a class trip), be-
gin saving for them now. The 
more you’re able to save ahead 
of time, the less stress you will 
feel when the time comes to 
pay for the expense.

Remember these easy tips 
to fi nd the best value and max-
imize savings. 

Five back-to-school savings tips for parents
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2202 60th Street, Brooklyn, New York  11204
718-236-6363 ext. 255         Email: admissions@kearneyhs.org

www.bishopkearneyhs.org/openhouse

WOMEN OF FAITH. WOMEN FOR OTHERS. 
WOMEN OF THE WORLD.

KK
KEARNEY
B I S H O P

HIGH SCHOOL

Saturday, September 29th, 12pm-1:30pm
Tuesday, October 30th, 6pm-7:30pm

OPEN HOUSE

Discover the many opportunities that Kearney has to offer 
such as:

A STEAM program featuring a Virtual Reality classroom
         utilizing Oculus Rift Headsets, a Fab Lab with laser  
         and 3-D  printers, our student run TV studio, WBKS, and 
         a Digital Art  Lab  with Apple Technology

College credit with St. Joseph’s College and St. John’s 
         University

Participation in Project Based Learning with our 
         Engineer in  Residence

�lobal Certi�cate utilizing an interdisciplinary approach 
         with a  2018-2019 focus on South Africa

Project Based Learn-
ing and real-world expe-
riences prepare Bishop 
Kearney students for 
academic, personal and 
career success. With our 
state-of-the-art STEAM 
Wing, students are ex-
posed to numerous ca-
reer possibilities. Our 
program prepares stu-
dents for a future in digi-
tal art incorporating the 
latest software and utilizing a 3D 
printer, laser cutter and vinyl cut-
ter. Hands-on experience through 
our television studio, WBKS, and 
television production course in-
troduces students to broadcast 
journalism. Students will be im-
mersed in our newly designed 
Virtual Reality Lab powered by 
Oculus Rift headsets where they 
can be transported anywhere, 
anytime.  Our Think Tank, in-
spired by the corporate offices at 
Google and Facebook, provides 
students with an environment 
that fosters collaborative and 
innovative thinking. Kearney’s 
Medical Program encourages 
students through science labora-
tories, internships and partici-
pation in college credit bearing 
courses. We are excited about the 
newest addition of an Engineer 

in Residence who will contribute 
to our students’ experience.

Bishop Kearney also encour-
ages career planning through 
internship opportunities focused 
on set design and photography 
as well as performance through 
our chorus, band, piano, theater 
and art classes. In our commit-
ment to develop our students as 
Women of the World, our newly 
integrated Global Certificate will 
utilize an interdisciplinary ap-
proach with a 2018-2019 focus on 
South Africa.

Join us at our Open House to 
learn more about what makes 
the experience at Bishop Kearney 
so unique! For more details, visit 
www.bishopkearneyhs.org/open-
house or contact us at 718-236-6363 
ext. 255, admissions@kearneyhs.
org.

E D U C A T I O N  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

When you hear people talk 
about the best years of 
their life, college will 

inevitably come up. After all, 
these are the years when you 
can fi rst experience the free-
dom of living on your own and 
the time when your future will 
truly be what you make of it.

It all starts with your fresh-
man year and that can be a lit-
tle nerve-wracking for some 
students and their parents.

After all, while the oppor-
tunities available in college 
are exciting, the freedom can 
be stressful as well. Whether 
you are a student planning 
your freshman year or you’re a 
parent looking to prepare your 
child for the road ahead, here 
are fi ve tips to make the most 
of the fi rst of these best years:

Make connections 
This is paramount, of 

course, with friend groups, 
but it also matters with your 
professors and teaching assis-
tants. 

If a professor, for example, 
teaches in the fi eld you plan 
to major in, you may have him 
several times, and when you 
come closer to graduation, he 
could be integral in helping 
you land an internship or even 
your fi rst job.

Get a Lyft
College is already expen-

sive, and the last thing you 
need is to add the headache 
and expense of a car. Instead 
of spending all your free time 
working to pay for things like 
gas or insurance, use Lyft to 
get off campus. 

Plan your activities with 
Lyft in mind and your addi-
tional freedom will be invalu-
able.

Take a part-time job 
If you don’t have a defi nitive 

answer to the question, “What 
do you want to do with your 
life?” — and few freshmen do 
— then your fi rst year of col-
lege is a great time to start nar-

rowing that down. 
Take a job related to a fi eld 

that interests you and use it to 
learn more about the industry 
and the roles you may hope to 
attain with your degree. It’s a 
great way to sample the fi eld 
without committing to it.

Join a club, 
sport, or activity

If you’re looking to make 
new friends and feel like part 
of a team at your new school, 
joining a club sport or activity 
is a great way to do it. 

You can use the opportu-
nity to continue a high school 
passion or to learn something 
completely new — just look for 
something that will be new to 
most other people as well. 

Either way, it’s a great 
chance to meet and bond with 
new people that share your 
common interest.

Embrace who 
you are 

Trying new things is one of 

the best aspects of going to col-
lege, but don’t let those new op-
portunities sacrifi ce who you 
really are. 

Stay true to your values 

and your passions and you’ll 
fi nd the friends, activities and 
courses that match what you 
want to get out of college now 
and in the years ahead.

Five ways to make the most 
of your fi rst year of college
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WHERE EXPLORATION BEGINS!
Our childcare programs consist of a 
comprehensive educational curriculum 
that provides an optimal environment 
for every child to thrive, succeed and 
excel. Programs are for ages 6 months 
through 5 years. We provide Math, 
Literacy, Art & Enrichment Programs.

• Math, Literacy, Art & Enrichment Programs

• For Ages 3 Months Through 5 Years

• Full & Half Day Childcare Services

• Accepting Childcare Vouchers

• Sign up or Schedule A Tour

• Spaces Limited

718-210-3233  |  littlescholarsnyc.com
Connect.Like.Share.Tag

Little Scholars IV  •  4123 Avenue U  •  Now Open  •  Register Today!

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

A new school year means back-
packs stuffed with school supplies 
and the return to classrooms. 

It also means an increased chance of 
your child encountering pests or un-
knowingly bringing them home. From 
sweaty locker rooms to classroom 
fl oors riddled with food scraps, schools 
provide a whole host of tempting places 
where pests like insects and rodents 
may be. The experts at Terminix have 
a few pointers on common pests your 
young scholar may come into contact 
with while at school and how to limit 
interaction with them:

Bed bugs
These small, reddish-brown in-

sects feed on blood and can easily be-
come a headache for your family. Bed 
bugs are active mostly at night, and 
can emerge from their resting spots 
beneath mattresses or even from the 
crevices of furniture to search for 
their next meal. They’re also great 
hitchhikers, meaning they can catch 
a ride home on your child’s backpack. 
Although they aren’t known to carry 
disease-causing pathogens, their bites 
can cause mild to moderate allergic 
reactions, which can also itch.

To limit the chances of your child 
bringing home bed bugs, you should 

check backpacks and other posses-
sions upon entering your house. You 
can also inspect your car for obvious 
signs of the bugs, like shed skins and 
blood stains.

Cockroaches
It’s important to be aware of the 

health concerns cockroaches present, 
especially if your child has asthma 
or another respiratory condition. Ac-
cording to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, their droppings, shed 

skins and saliva can cause allergic 
reactions and asthma, particularly 
in children. Contact can trigger na-
sal congestion, watery eyes and skin 
rashes. The insects can also contami-
nate surfaces with nasty bacteria like 
E. coli and Salmonella.

Cockroaches will eat just about any-
thing, from ordinary food items to pot-
ted plants and even cosmetics. Areas 
like school cafeterias and bathrooms 
provide the perfect mix of food, shelter 
and moisture for these insects. They’re 

known stowaways, and could end up in 
your house via infested boxes or other 
items. If you don’t catch a cockroach 
clinging to your child’s belongings, 
you might fi nd other signs, such as 
droppings or egg cases behind furni-
ture or in pantries.

Ants
There’s no way around it: Kids 

are messy, and ants are perfectly 
equipped to take advantage of that. 
Ants have four to fi ve times more odor 
receptors than other insects, making 
them skilled at fi nding food like the 
crumbs dropped during snack time 
in the classroom or lunchtime in the 
cafeteria.

With more than 12,000 different 
species worldwide, these social in-
sects can damage everything from 
wooden structures to computers, and 
can cause quite the distraction in the 
classroom. 

If a pest does manage to hitch a 
ride home with your child and sneak 
past you, it might be time to call in 
the professionals. A pest management 
provider like Terminix can help you 
handle any infestation in your home 
so you can focus on more important 
things — like getting your kid to 
school on time.

Battling back-to-school pest problems

T he end of the year tends to be a 
time to refl ect on the previous 
12 months. Many people are in-

spired to fi nd a new career at the dawn 
of a new year.  Some might fi nd it possi-
ble to turn hobbies and other interests 
into ventures that can make money or 
even serve as new jobs.

Earning a living doing something 
you love is the ultimate goal for many 
people. However, before a person tries 
to turn a hobby into a career, he or she 
fi rst needs to analyze the situation and 
give such a momentous decision am-
ple consideration. The following tech-
niques can help people turn their hob-
bies into careers:

Perfect your skill
Before trying to turn a hobby into 

a career, obtain further training or 
education, if necessary. Just because 
you’re qualifi ed to do something as 
an amateur does not mean you can do 
it as a professional. Research if you 
need more schooling and pursue that 
schooling if you fi nd you do.

Appeal to other hobbyists
Hobbyists tend to be quite enthusi-

astic and passionate about their work. 
Therefore, your fi rst client base may 
very well be other hobbyists. 

Attend street fairs, carnivals, and 
any other gatherings that tend to bring 

hobbyists together. This can help 
spread the word about your ventures 
and open up your work to an extended 
network of like-minded individuals.

Listen to feedback
Take criticism and other feedback 

from as many people as you can. This 
will help you to really fi ne tune and 
professionalize your hobby. Try brain-
storming with people, remaining open 
to what others have to say about your 
potential business.

Start small and simple
It’s easy to follow the mentality “go 

big or go home.” But with the goal of 
turning a hobby into a career, you may 
want to start slowly. 

Start selling items or services in 
the community. Expand to a website. 
Keep track of your profi t margin be-
fore you grow your business even fur-
ther. You must be realistic in your 
ability to make money that can fully 
support you and your business.

Write about your 
interests

Become a freelance writer and 
share expertise through a blog or by 
contracting with newspapers and mag-
azines. Sharing your expertise can be 
a lucrative and less costly way to turn 
a hobby into a new career.

How to turn a hobby into a career
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Sirico’s offers you a variety of Dinner, Cocktail,  
and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair. 

We can create any theme for your occasion with unique  
LED lighting options and special decor packages.

CATERERS
Bridal Expo 

Wed. 
October 24th 

@ 6:30pm

We are now taking reservations for private and corporate Holiday Parties
8015/23 13th Avenue • Dyker Heights • Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net
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By Julianne Cuba

Call it a mythed media production.
A wide variety of artists have 

teamed up to bring the mythical 
tale “Echo & Narcissus” to the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music on Sept. 14 and 
15. The show combines dance, visual 
art, and music to filter the tragic story 
through many creative layers, said its 
director. 

“It’s a lot of moving parts, and putting 
them together can be quite extraordinary, 
quite prismatic,” said Philip Stoddard, 
who lives in Manhattan. “It’s really an 
experience. By looking through it, you 
see many parts at the same time — that’s 
really the beauty of collaborating with 
my fellow artists.”

The Satellite Collective produc-
tion incorporates an opera written by 
Stoddard, a ballet, an original score 
performed live by a seven-piece chamber 
ensemble, and multimedia images pro-
jected onto screens. The various elements 
work together to update the 4,000-year-
old Greek myth to New York City in 
1971, casting self-involved Narcissus as a 
rebellious outsider and Echo, the nymph 
who pines away for him, as a socialite. 
Together the two commit a crime that 
ends in tragedy. 

The show gives Echo more space than 
the original myth to explore her own 
personhood, said Stoddard.

“We turned inside out what it means 
to actually deal with the consequences 

of our actions,” he said. “Echo finds her 
voice and realizes what she’s done — and 
without giving too much away, [we show] 
how people move on with their lives.”

The classic story of Narcissus — a 
man who falls in love with his own 
reflection — made the show’s production 
staff consider how that character’s flaw 
plays out in today’s age of selfies and 
social media, said Stoddard.

“What is a narcissist? And what is a 
narcissist in today’s society? Are we all 
just narcissists, and are we complicit in 
our own demise?” he asked. “All those 
questions become sometimes really clear 
and sometimes really murky when deal-
ing with the human condition.”

The most compelling aspect of “Echo 

& Narcissus” is how all of its parts come 
together to create one powerful show, 
he said. 

“I think there’s something incredibly 
unique about what all of these artists are 
bringing in — a deftness, virtuosity, in 
their own discipline, but a really unique 
collaborative spirit when we become a 
team,” Stoddard said. “It’s not just a play, 
not an opera, not a ballet — it’s all of 
them, multiple disciplines, experiences, 
first and foremost grounded in a story 
and fueled by imagination and skill.”

“Echo & Narcissus” at BAM Fisher 
[321 Ashland Pl. between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. Sept. 14 at 8 pm; 
Sept. 15 at 7:30 pm. $25.

‘Narcissus’ tale blends ballet, opera, and art

Leaping 
beauty

Dance, O Muse!: The show “Echo & Narcissus,” at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music on Sept. 14 and 15, combines 
ballet, opera, and visual art. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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By Kevin Duggan

There’s a Lott to see inside!
Marine Park’s first house 

will open its 298-year-old 
doors for a handful of public tours 
next month, as part of the Archtober 
architecture festival. The Hendrick 
I. Lott House was built in 1720 by 
Dutch immigrant family the Lotts, 
and it stood firm while the neighbor-
hood changed from pastoral farmland 
to a suburban neighborhood. The his-
toric farm, and others like it, were the 
backbone of the city’s development, 
said a local historical archeologist. 

“Places like this are the only 
reason that New York City became 
the place it is today,” said Alyssa 
Loorya, who serves as vice-president 
of Friends of the Lott House, which 
helps preserve the landmarked prop-
erty. “In order for the city to have 
focused on business and development 
going back to the founding of New 
Amsterdam, they needed agricultural 
support, they needed the farms in 
order to develop economically.”

Visitors will move through the 
original 1720s structure and into a 
larger section, built around 1800 by 
Hendrick Lott. In the older part of the 
house, the ceilings are very low and 
the rooms are humble, but once you 
cross the threshold into the newer sec-
tion, the ceilings rise and the rooms 
become grander and more light-
filled, thanks to the large windows. 
The interior grandeur goes against 
the expectations visitors have of a tra-
ditional farmhouse, said Loorya.

“When you come in the interior, 

you have a much grander house. It’s 
kind of like ‘Wow, not what I expect-
ed,’ ” she said.

Upstairs, the house reveals a secret 
closet-within-a-closet, which might 
have been used to hide runaway slaves 
as part of the Underground Railroad, 
said Loorya. Hendrick Lotts freed his 
slaves in the early 1800s, well before 
most New Yorkers.

“When Hendrick took over the 
property from his father, he inher-
ited his dozen slaves as well, around 
1798, ’99, and by 1810, Hendrick has 
freed all the enslaved persons, so 
they go from being the largest slave-
owning family in the historic town of 
Flatlands, to being the first to free the 

enslaved persons,” Loorya said.
The last inhabitant of the house, 

Ella Suydam, lived through dramatic 
changes in the area, and the interior 
has remained largely untouched since 
she passed away in 1989.

“She was born in the 1890s and 
raised on a farm and she saw this 
whole neighborhood grow up around 
her in less than ten years,” said 
Loorya. 

“Hendrick I. Lott House 
Exclusive Tours” at Hendrick I. Lott 
House [1940 E. 36th St. between 
Avenue S and Fillmore Avenue in 
Marine Park, (718) 375–2681, www.
lotthouse.org]. October 6–7, 27–28 
at 11 am and 2 pm. $25.

By Bill Roundy

Wake up and smell the 
brew!

Coney Island Brewery 
will roll out a line of breakfast-
themed beers for its annual Freak 
Week on Sept. 17–22, including two 
brews inspired by the old-school 
cereals Count Chocula and Boo 
Berry. Along with two beers brewed 
with coffee, the lineup is perfect to 
pair with the meal between break-
fast and lunch, says the man behind 
the suds.

“[It’s] brunch beer, actually! 
Designed with low [alcohol] and a 
perfect balance of sweet and crack-
ery, these beers are a go-to for 
brunch, but can be enjoyed at any 
time of the day,” said Matt McCall, 
the head brewer of the seaside beer 
maker.

The cereal concoctions include 
Blueberry Boo-Liner, a sour Berliner 
Weisse-style beer aged with blue-

berry puree; and Count Flocula, a 
kolsch beer aged with cacao nibs to 
give it a chocolate flavor. Both were 
brewed with lactose and marsh-
mallow creme — the sugar in the 
marshmallow will be eaten away 
by the yeast, said McCall, but it will 
leave the brew with a slightly vanilla, 
“marshmallowy” flavor.

The coffee beers including 
Coney Island Brewery’s annual 
Freaktoberfest Big Ol’ Pumpkin 
ale, made with pumpkin spices and 
espresso from Brooklyn chain Cafe 
Grumpy, and the more high-octane 
Super Freak, an imperial ale with 
pumped-up flavors, coffee, and 9.1 
percent alcohol.

What about Franken Berry, the 
third of the General Mills monster 
cereals? McCall said a beer based on 
the pink Frankenstein cereal might 
appear in the future, but that he did 
not want to overextend the brewery 
with too many new creations.

The brewery’s tiny taproom below 
MCU Park will start pouring the 
beers on Sept. 19. The nano-brewery 
will start selling the breakfasty beer 
varieties in cans at its Freaktoberfest 
party on Sept. 22, which will also 
feature a stein-hoisting competi-
tion and an outdoor screening of 
“Dracula” at 8 pm.

Freaktoberfest at Coney Island 
Brewery (1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island, www.coney-
islandbeer.com). Sept. 22; noon–3 
pm. Free.

By Julianne McShane

She’s playing all the king’s 
men. 

An award-winning 
actress will portray nearly a 
dozen different men in “The 
Emperor,” a play opening at the 
Polonsky Shakespeare Center 
in Fort Greene on Sept. 16. 
Kathryn Hunter said that she 
learned to juggle between the 
11 male servants she plays by 
studying the book the play is 
based on, and extrapolating 
from there. 

“These characters, you have 
to imagine their lives fully — 
you have to discover their back-
story and what their attitude 
was about the emperor, and then 
when it comes to the moment, 
you just click in very quickly,” 
said Hunter, who is living in 
Fort Greene during her month-
long sojourn from London. 
“I’m doing this production and 
it feels like I have to go and look 
after the guys every morning — 
I feel like a mom with 11 kids.”

The show traces the down-
fall of the last Ethiopian 
emperor, Haile Selassie, who 
was overthrown in 1974. 
Its writer, Polish journalist 
Ryszard Kapuscinsk, traveled 
to Ethiopia the same year and 
interviewed the former emper-
or’s 33 servants for his book, 
which he later adapted into a 
play. In this production, Hunter 
plays one third of the servants, 
and in one segment shifts rapid-
ly between them for a series of 
one-minute interviews. Since 
she cannot change her physical 
appearance for each character, 
she said that she instead focus-
es on her mannerisms.

“There’s no time for big 
changes of costume — just add-
ing little elements, like glasses 
or a hat,” she said. “It’s mainly 
in the body or the voice or the 

attitude that the servants are 
differentiated.”

Only one other person 
shares the stage with Hunter: 
Ethiopian musician Temesgen 
Zeleke, who plays the krar — 
a bowl-shaped lyre — and a 
pedal drum on stage. Zeleke 
said that he enjoys working 
with Hunter — even though the 
pair only interact on stage in 
two scenes, when he plays the 
son of one of the servants.

“I’m really happy to be part 
of the play,” he said. “[Kathryn] 
is a really lovely person.”

Zeleke’s involvement helped 
to bring Ethiopian culture to the 
stage, said Hunter. 

“Once Temesgen came on 
board we really felt he was 
breathing Ethiopia into the the-
ater,” she said. “It’s wonderful 
to be told a story about another 
culture.”

But the play also speaks to 
contemporary United States 
culture, said Hunter, because 
of its commentary on politics, 
power, and corruption.

“[Kapuscinski] says that he 
wants to interview these people 
in order to understand the old 
arc of governing. Whether you 
apply it to the U.S. or Europe or 
Korea, I think the whole world 
now is questioning itself about 
what it means, the art of gov-
erning — what is good leader-
ship?” she said. “We are in a 
crisis of leadership, and that’s 
where I think the play is fantas-
tically relevant and actual and 
will engage people in a hugely 
exciting way.” 

“The Emperor” at the 
Polonsky Shakespeare Center 
(262 Ashland Pl. between 
Fulton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue, www.tfana.org). Sept. 
16 at 7:30 pm, then Sept. 18–30; 
Tue–Fri at 7:30 pm; Sat, Sun at 
2 pm. $90–$125 ($20 students).

Drinking brunch

HOUSE OF HISTORY

People’s history: Alyssa Loorya, vice president of Friends of the Lott House, wants to 
share the history of Marine Park’s oldest house. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Made men: Shape-shifting actress Kathryn Hunter changes her voice and 
posture to embody 11 different roles during the play. Simon Annand

They can brew it: Coney Island Brewery 
will sell cans of its new cereal-themed 
beers at its taproom on Sept. 22. 
 Coney Island Brewery

Doing her parts
Actress plays 11 roles in 
drama ‘The Emperor’

18th century farmhouse opens for tours
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Menu and Market Prices on line 
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions 
& subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

Fish n Chips SPECIAL

$1299

PURE LOBSTER MEAT 
ON A TOASTED BUN
with this coupon only

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

Lobster Roll Slider
$999

INCLUDES CORN 
OR FRIES

with this coupon only

+TAX
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By Alexandra Simon

It is a reader’s paradise! 
This year’s edition of the 

Brooklyn Book Festival will bring 
more than 300 authors to Brooklyn 
Heights this weekend for readings, 
discussions, and signings. Bookworms 
can easily get overwhelmed, so we 
have picked out a few of the weekend’s 
best events — all of them free!

’Maid in Brooklyn
Kids can dress in their mermaid 

best for a reading from Jessica Love, 
who will read from her picture book 
“Julián Is a Mermaid,” inspired by 
Coney Island’s Mermaid Parade.

“Julian is a Mermaid” at the Picture 
Book Stage (MetroTech Commons 
between Lawrence and Bridge streets 
Downtown, www.brooklynbookfesti-
val.org). Sept. 15 at 2 pm.

Draw, pardner! 
At the annual “Illustrator Draw-

Off” children’s book artists must com-
pete in a drawing contest against each 
other, with the audience picking a win-
ner. Contestants this year include Dan 
Santat, LeUyen Pham, Scott Magoon, 
and more. 

“Illustrator Draw-Off” at NYU 
Tandon School of Engineering 
Auditorium, (5 Metrotech Commons 
between Lawrence and Bridge streets 
Downtown). Sept 15 at 3 pm. 

Lit and fit
Start the Festival day with newly 

slim borough president Adams, who 
will discuss healthy eating with two 
cookbook writers: vegetarian chef 
Lukas Volger and vegan nutritionist 
Tracye Lynn McQuirter, who wrote 
the how-to guide book “By Any 
Greens Necessary.”

“Eat Healthy to Be Healthy” at 
Borough Hall Plaza (between Court 
and Adams streets Downtown, www.
brooklynbookfestival.org). Sept. 16 at 
10 am.

Brooklyn’s best
Each year the book festival hon-

ors one local author with the Best of 

Brooklyn award. This year’s honoree 
is science-fiction and fantasy author 
N.K. Jemisin — the first author to ever 
win three consecutive Hugo awards, 
one for each volume of her “Broken 
Earth” trilogy. She will discuss her 
work with author P. Djeli Clark this 
afternoon — and hopefully she will 
discuss her next project, a fantasy set 
in modern day New York City.

“Best of Brooklyn: N.K. Jemisin 
in Conversation” at Borough Hall 
Courtroom (209 Joralemon St. 
between Court and Adams streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, www.brooklyn-
bookfestival.org). Sept. 16 at 3 pm.

By Trav S.D.

Burlesque has new home!
The baroque, burlesque 

dance troupe known as 
Company XIV has bounced from 
spot to spot over the last eight years, 
with stints on the banks of the 
Gowanus Canal, the Irondale Center 
in Clinton Hill, and various spots in 
Manhattan, leaving a trail of feath-
ers, glitter, and sequins in its wake. 
Now, Company XIV has settled into 
a new home in Bushwick — a neigh-
borhood with energy and daring that 
matches the semi-clad company, said 
its founder and choreographer.

“The challenge with choosing a 
new permanent home is finding a 
neighborhood that has the right vibe 
and energy,” said Austin McCormick. 
“Luckily this part of Bushwick is full 
of bars and entertainment venues. 
We’re near the House of Yes and 
Lot 45. It’s a good fit for the kind 
of immersive theatre we do. Since 

we moved, I’ve seen lots of familiar 
faces, as well as lots of new people. 
We just signed a long-term lease. 
We hope to be there for a long time 
to come.”

The troupe, known for its sexy 
adaptations of fairy tales and other 
works, often mixes elements of bal-
let, circus, opera, and puppetry into 
its saucy shows.

The company has just launched 
its new season in the Bushwick 
location: starting with a revival of 
“Ferdinand: Boylesque Bullfight,” a 
sexy, all-male adaptation of Munro 
Leaf’s 1936 children’s book, “The 
Story of Ferdinand.” This version 
re-imagines the classic story about 
the lazy, nap-loving bovine into an 
erotic spectacle featuring a ferocious 
bullfight between Ferdinand the bull 
and a scantily-clad matador. 

Audiences responded well to the 
show in the last season, according 
to McCormick, and having a stable 

location has allowed him to tweak 
the show.

“The revival is our chance to 
refine it and perfect it,” he said.

“Ferdinand: Boylesque Bullfight” 
at Company XIV [383 Troutman St. 
between Wyckoff and Irving avenues 
in Bushwick, (866) 811–4111, www.
companyxiv.com]. Through Oct. 28; 
Thu–Sat at 8 pm; Sun at 6 pm. $55–
$79 (VIP couch for two $260).

By Bill Kopp

They have been Active 
a long time.

The four mem-
bers of Active Bird 
Community are only 24 
years old, but they have 
plenty of experience play-
ing together. The Bedford-
Stuyvesant indie rock 
group, which will launch 
its fourth album “Amends” 
on Sept. 27 at Rough Trade 
in Williamsburg, formed 13 
years ago, when its found-
ers were middle school stu-
dents in the small town of 
Hastings-on-Hudson. 

The musicians have 
changed a lot since then — 
but they have always been 
committed to the music, 
said the band’s guitarist and 
vocalist. 

“We took the band seri-
ously from a very early age,” 
said Tom D’Agustino. “We 
held each other account-
able, but we also praised 
and encouraged each oth-
er’s creative process.”

Early on, the band mem-
bers were united by their 
shared admiration for pop-
punk bands like Blink-182; 
these days their tastes have 
become more nuanced, said 
D’Agustino. 

“Our friends and older 
siblings exposed us to more 
indie, experimental acts 
like Animal Collective, 
Why?, and Casiotone for 
the Painfully Alone,” he 
said. “Those bands didn’t 
necessarily influence our 
sound, but they definitely 
brought us closer together 
as music lovers.”

And the band members 
have been ambitious from 

the start. 
“We wanted to be rock 

stars,” said D’Agustino 
with a laugh. “We wanted 
a record deal with some 
huge record label, and to 
play the Super Bowl — but 
at the same time, yeah, we 
just wanted to play a show 
outside of Hastings.”

The band members 
moved to Brooklyn, and 
took on the philosophy of 
“building a fan base one 
fan at a time,” according to 
bassist Zach Slater.

D’Agustino, Slater 
and lead guitarist Andrew 
Wolfson have been in the 
group since its beginning; 
drummer Quinn McGovern 
joined in 2016, and Slater 
says that the addition has 
given the group new energy. 

“Quinn has pushed us to 
take more risks,” said Slater. 
“He brings a new level of 
excitement to the band.”

After the album release 
show at Rough Trade, 
Active Bird Community 
will set out on its first real 
nationwide tour. 

“I’m excited to let these 
new songs stand on their 
own legs and express them-
selves to new audiences,” 
says D’Agustino. 

Slater’s goals are a 
bit more modest: “We’re 
just excited to see who’s 
out there listening to our 
music,” he said.

Active Bird Community 
at Rough Trade (64 N. 
Ninth St. between between 
Kent and Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 388–
4111, www.roughtradenyc.
com]). Sept. 27 at 9 pm. 
$15.

Their bull-y pulpit

BOOK-LYN!

Sea change: Ditmas Park author Jessica Love’s will read from her book, “Julian is a Mermaid” 
at the Brooklyn Book Festival’s Children’s Day on Sept. 15.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

For the birds: The rock band Active Bird Community, playing Rough 
Trade on Sept. 28, has been playing together for 13 years, when 
its founding members were 11. Eleanor Petry

Feeling horny: Company XIV’s current show 
is “Ferdinand: Boylesque Bullfight.”
 Mark Shelby Perry

Feathered 
friendship
Active Bird Community 
members flock together

What to see at the Brooklyn Book Festival
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“INGENIOUS 
BUBBLE WIZARDRY.”

  -THE NEW YORKER

Telecharge.com or 212.239.6200
For groups or birthdays call 866.642.9849

 New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.

GazillionBubbleShow.com  

New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.

GGGGGGGGaaazzziiiiiiilllllllllllliiiiiiiooonnnBBBBBBuuubbbbbbbbbbbblllllleeeSSSSSSShhhhhhooowww cccooommmm

(718) 368-5596  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org  Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

Lucie Arnaz

Billie and Blue Eyes

Oh What A Night!

Street Singer –  
Celebrating the Life of Edith Piaf

The National Ballet Theater of Odessa

Ann Hampton Callaway

The Wizard of Oz

Rhythm of The Dance

Long Live The King:  
Allan Harris Sings Nat King Cole

           … and more!
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

TUE, SEPT. 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: 
$15–$174. 7 pm.

THU, SEPT. 20
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: 
$15–$174. 7 pm.

FRI, SEPT. 21
FAMILY, SESAME STREET 

LIVE! LET’S PARTY!: 
$19–$125. 5:30 pm.

SAT, SEPT. 22
FAMILY, SESAME STREET 

LIVE! LET’S PARTY!: 
$19–$125. 10:30 am, 2 
pm, 5:30 pm.

SUN, SEPT. 23
FAMILY, SESAME STREET 

LIVE! LET’S PARTY!: 
$19–$125. 10:30 am, 2 
pm, 5:30 pm.

SAT, SEPT. 29
ESPORTS, ESL ONE NEW 

YORK: $45–$169. 9 am.

SUN, SEPT. 30
ESPORTS, ESL ONE NEW 

YORK: $45–$169. 9 am.

THU, OCT. 4
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$81–$236. 8 pm.

FRI, OCT. 5
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$81–$236. 8 pm.

SAT, OCT. 6
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V NASH-
VILLE PREDATORS: 
$41–$230. 7 pm.

SUN, OCT 7
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$79–$450. 8 pm. 

MON, OCT. 8
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V SAN JOSE 
SHARKS: $21–$252. 
1 pm.

TUE, OCT. 9
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND 

THE MACHINE: $49–
$129. 7 pm.

THU, OCT. 11
MUSIC, NIKKI MINAJ, 

FUTURE: $36–$182. 
7:30 pm. 

SAT, OCT. 13
MUSIC, GORILLAZ: $89–

$160. 8 pm.

SUN, OCT. 14
MUSIC, PHIL COLLINS: 

$96–$306. 8 pm. 

THU, OCT. 18
MUSIC, SO SO DEF 25TH 

CULTURAL CURREN$Y 
TOUR: $49–$150. 7:30 
pm. 

FRI, OCT. 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V NEW YORK 
KNICKS: $107–$655. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT. 20
MUSIC, J BALVIN: $39–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, OCT. 24
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V FLORIDA 
PANTHERS: $15–$185. 
7 pm.

FRI, OCT. 26
MUSIC, NICK CAVE AND 

THE BAD SEEDS: $19–
$99. 7:15 pm.

SAT, OCT. 27
MUSIC, KEITH URBAN: 

$35–$99. 7:30 pm.

FRI, SEPT. 14
FILM, KATRA FILM SERIES: 

An evening of short mov-
ies from local fi lmmakers. 
$10. 6:30 pm. Wine Legend 
(166 Myrtle Ave. at Fleet 
Place in Downtown), www.
katrafi lmseries.com. 

THEATER, “A CHORUS 
LINE”: A toe-tapping 
musical about the lives of 
dancers competing for a 
part on a Broadway show. 
$30 ($20 for seniors and 
children 12 and under). 8 
pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

SAT, SEPT. 15
ART, “SOUL OF A NATION” 

OPENING CELEBRATION: 
Celebrate the opening of 
the special exhibition of 
“Art in the Age of Black 
Power” with a behind-the-
scenes tour, a day-long 
symposium, and conver-
sations with pioneering 
artists in the exhibit. $25. 
10:30 am–5 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, QUIET CLUB-
BING FESTIVAL 2018: 
With six live disc jockeys, 
robots, hula dancers, and 
fi re twirlers! $10–$40. 7 
pm. Coney Arts Wall [3050 
Stillwell Ave. at Bowery 
Street in Coney Island, 
(800) 833–9281], www.qui-
etevents.com. 

SUN, SEPT. 16
OUTDOORS, GREEN-UP AT 

OWL’S HEAD PARK: Join 
the Owl’s Head Park Vol-
unteers to spread mulch 
and remove weeds from 
the gardens. Free. 10 am. 
Owl’s Head Park (68th 
Street at Colonial Road in 
Bay Ridge). 

ART, CLOSING RECEPTION 
AND KOREAN BARBE-
CUE: Artist Mie Yim hosts 
a summer-style Korean 
barbecue to mark the 
closing of her solo exhibi-
tion. Free. 3 pm. Ground 
Floor Gallery (343 Fifth 
Street at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope), www.ground-
fl oorbk.com. 

MON, SEPT. 17
READING, “NEVER RAN, 

NEVER WILL”: Author 
Albert Samaha discusses 
his book about a youth 
football team in Browns-
ville. $5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL: 
The Monday night comedy 
show welcomes Patrick 
Schroeder, Danielle Perez, 
Ben Katzner, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Friends and 
Lovers (641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights), 
www.fnlbk.com. 

TUES, SEPT. 18
MUSIC, GNARCISSISTS, DEN 

MATE, NATIVE SUN: $10–
$12. 8 pm. Elsewhere (599 

Johnson Ave. at Varick 
Avenue in Bushwick), www.
elsewherebrooklyn.com. 

WED, SEPT. 19
COMEDY, THE GOOD DOG 

SHOW: A dog-friendly 
comedy show with Josh 
Gondelman, Shalewa 
Sharpe, Ana Fabrega, and 
more. $5. 8 pm. DSK Kaf-
fee (99 Hanson Pl. at Ful-
ton Street in Fort Greene), 
thegooddogshow4.event-
brite.com. 

fi rst and only offi cial Es-
tate approved symphonic 
Prince celebration. $59—
$243. 7:30 pm. Kings The-
atre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com.  

FRI, SEPT. 21
DANCE, INTRO TO VOGU-

ING: A workshop introduc-
ing the street dance style 
of vogue to participants at 
all levels of dance experi-
ence. Free. 7 pm. BRIC 
Arts Media House [647 
Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

MUSIC, VIENNESE MOD-
ERNISM AT BAM: The 
Brooklyn Metro Chamber 
Orchestra performs. $40. 8 
pm. BAM Fisher (321 Ash-
land Pl. between Hansen 
Place and Lafayette Ave-
nue in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org. 

SAT, SEPT. 22
MUSIC, BUSTLE’S RULE 

BREAKERS: Janelle Monáe 
performs. $45. 1–8 pm. 
LeFrak Center at Lakeside 
[171 East Dr. at Ocean Ave-
nue in Prospect Park, (718) 
462–0010], bustlerule-
breakers.splashthat.com. 

COMEDY, PUPPETS PRES-
ENT STAND UP COMEDY: 
Comedians Kelsey Caine 
and Carmen Lagala get 
turned into puppets. $8. 7 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com]. 

Good enough for me: Cookie Monster sings the praises of his 
favorite food in “Sesame Street LIve,” playing Barclays Center 
on Sept. 21–23. Feld Entertainment

59E59 THEATERS 212-279-4200 / WWW.59E59.ORG

Getting ahead: Comedians Kelsey Caine and Carmen Lagala will 
perform with puppets of themselves at “Puppets Presents: A 
Stand-Up Comedy Show” at Union Hall on Sept. 22. 
 Photo by Taylor Balkom

THURS, SEPT. 20
KINGSBOROUGH MUSI-

CAL SOCIETY CHORUS 
RECRUITMENT: The cho-
rus, which performs two 
public concerts each year, 
seeks new choral singers. 
Rehearsals happen each 
Thursday at 7:30 pm. Free. 
7:30 pm. King’s Chapel 
Church [2702 Quentin 
Rd. at E. 27th Street in 
Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
338–9132.] 

MUSIC, 4U: A Symphonic 
Celebration of Prince: The 
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Have a vacant room? 
Advertise it with us and find that perfect roommate!

Call us at 718.260.2555
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• Never Wait For Service Again 
• Any Ford or Lincoln
   Vehicle New or Used
• No Matter Where You
   Bought or Leased… 
   We Can Service It
• All Warranty Work

ONLINE 24/7: PremierFordOfBayRidge.com

152  58th Street, Brooklyn
1-347-578-7900
New Car Showroom: 612 86th Street, Brooklyn

NEW
SERVICE
CENTER

FORD
SERVICE

IS BACK
IN BAY
RIDGE!

OIL & FILTER
CHANGE

$1995
+ tax

Up to 5 quarts of oil. Featuring. Diesel vehicles or synthetic oil additional charge. On Ford & Lincoln vehicle only. 1 

Per Customer. Prior sales excluded. Offer valid with coupon; must present prior to service write-up. Expires 9/30/18.

FORD SERVICE SPECIAL

NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY
Monday thru Friday: 7:00AM - 6:00PM
Saturday: 7:30AM - 3:30PM, Sunday: Closed

OPEN
SATURDAYS


