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BY BILL ROUNDY
Wake up and smell the beer!

Coney Island Brewery 
will roll out a line of break-
fast-themed beers for its an-
nual Freak Week on Sept. 
17–22, including two brews 
inspired by the old-school 
cereals Count Chocula and 
Boo Berry. Along with two 

beers brewed with coffee, 
the lineup is perfect for 
brunch, says the man be-
hind the suds.

“[It’s] brunch beer, actu-
ally! Designed with low [al-
cohol] and a perfect balance 
of sweet and crackery, these 
beers are a go-to for brunch, 
but can be enjoyed at any 

time of the day,” said Matt 
McCall, the head brewer of 
the seaside beer maker.

The cereal concoc-
tions include Blueberry 
Boo-Liner, a sour Berliner 
Weisse-style beer aged with 
blueberry puree; and Count 
Flocula, a kolsch beer aged 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It was the ride of his life. 

A 10-year-old Canadian boy 
with autism completed a 730-
mile, 15-day bike ride with his fa-
ther from their native Ontario all 
the way to Coney Island on Sept. 
1, raising money for children’s 
charities along the way. James 
Potvin’s father, Chris, said that 
the pair chose to end the trek in 
Coney Island because they had 
never been to the Big Apple be-
fore and they wanted to ride the 
Wonder Wheel, adding that the 
city lived up to the hype. 

“There’s no place that we’ve 
been to that has the same kind of 
energy and excitement and things 
going on,” he said, “and there’s 
not much that’s more iconic than 
the Wonder Wheel.”

The elder Potvin came up with 
the idea for the bike ride two years 
ago, when the summer was wind-
ing down and his son, James, 
felt left out from classmates forg-
ing friendships and bonds as the 
school year began, his dad said. 
Last year, in an effort to make his 

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
It’s curtains!

Brooklyn College has 
abruptly shuttered its 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts and ended 
the Brooklyn College Pres-

ents performance series 
last week, fi ring all of its 
full-time staff.

The college discontin-
ued the more than six-
decade-old performance 

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 6Continued on page 14

Burlesque show 
opens new spot

BY TRAV S.D.
Burlesque has new home!

The baroque, burlesque dance 
troupe known as Company XIV 
has bounced from spot to spot 
over the last eight years, with 
stints on the banks of the Gow-
anus Canal, the Irondale Center 
in Clinton Hill, and various spots 
in Manhattan, leaving a trail of 
feathers, glitter, and sequins in 
its wake. Now, Company XIV has 
settled into a new home in Bush-
wick — a neighborhood with en-
ergy and daring that matches 
the semi-clad company, said its 
founder and choreographer.

“The challenge with choosing 
a new permanent home is fi nding 
a neighborhood that has the right 
vibe and energy,” said Austin Mc-
Cormick. “Luckily this part of 
Bushwick is full of bars and en-
tertainment venues. We’re near 
the House of Yes and Lot 45. It’s a 
good fi t for the kind of immersive 
theatre we do. Since we moved, 
I’ve seen lots of familiar faces, as 
well as lots of new people. We just 

Continued on page 6
SEEING PINK: The opening show of Company XIV’s new season features a bullfi ght with a sexy matador.  
 Phillip Van Nostrand 

BREW IT: Coney Island Brew-
ery will sell cans of Blue-
berry Boo-liner and Count 
Flocula on Sept. 22.

IT’S RATED XIVA wheely 
long trip

Beer on tap for breakfastBrooklyn College 
ends theater series
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY COLIN MIXSON
A pair of Ditmas Park dog 
owners are desperately 
searching for their pooch, 
Pickles, who would-be res-
cuers have chased across 
the borough since he ran 
away during an August 
walk.

And although the last 
time a passerby eyed the 
escaped border-collie mix 
was almost two weeks ago, 
his humans — who gave the 
mutt a Kings County home 
after do-gooders saved him 
from becoming dog meat in 
his native Thailand — have 
no doubt he is still some-
where out there.

“He’s a survivor,” said 
Jasmin Cruz.

Pickles and a dog walker 
were out for a stroll near 
his home on Aug. 26 when 
another canine spooked 
the pup at Ditmas Avenue 
and Marlborough Road, 
where he took off after 
wriggling out of his har-
ness and a GPS-equipped 
collar, which Cruz claimed 
the walker carelessly at-
tached to the leash.

“We have those separate 
for a reason — if he were 
to get loose, the collar has 
his tags and a GPS to track 
him,” she said. “Her negli-
gence has led to this unfor-
tunate event.”

Cruz and her husband 
Joseph Masella posted 
hundreds of fl iers and took 
to social media to spread 
word of their missing 
pooch soon after he bolted, 
and the next day someone 
responded claiming to have 
seen Pickles near Brook-
lyn College, according to 
the dog owners, who said 
another do-gooder then al-
leged to witness the furball 
at the Marine Park Golf 
Course on Aug. 28.

Masella trekked the 
four-plus miles from Dit-
mas Park to the course af-
ter receiving that tip, and 
actually caught a glimpse 
of his beloved companion 
there, but the skittish ca-
nine darted away at the 

sight of his master, Cruz 
said.

“My husband was there 
and physically saw him, 
but he was in complete 
fl ight mode, and as soon as 
he saw a shadow he ran the 
other way,” she said.

Other locals have since 
claimed to see Pickles in 
Prospect Park near Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Cen-
tral branch, and at the 
intersection of Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway and E. Third 
Street, where someone 
reported the last alleged 
sighting of the dog on Sept. 
2.

It’s not the mutt’s fi rst 
time living on the streets — 
prior to arriving in Brook-
lyn in 2015, Pickles spent 
seven years as a stray in 
Thailand before being ab-
ducted by butchers intent 
on selling his fl esh on the 
country’s thriving dog-
meat market, according 
to Cruz, who said a rescue 
group ultimately freed the 
pup and transported him 
to the United States. 

But Pickles would 
never be on his latest od-
yssey if his walker with 
pet-sitting service Wag 
did a better job keeping 
an eye on her four-legged 
client, according to a do-
gooder helping to recover 

the dog, who claimed the 
company has a poor re-
cord of returning mutts to 
their owners.

“We’ve had at least 10 
dogs missing with this 
walking group,” said Stella 
Blanca Panzarino, who 
runs the Lost and Found 
Pets in Brooklyn Facebook 
group. “We’re not too fond 
of it.”

A Wag spokeswoman 
defended its professional-
ism, however, claiming 
escapes rarely occur, and 
that the fi rm took steps to 
relocate Pickles including 
employing a professional 
dog tracker in addition to 
forming search parties, 
posting fl iers, and issuing 
a so-called canine Amber 
Alert. 

“Returning Pickles 
home has been, and re-
mains, a 24-7 effort,” said 
Dini von Mueffl ing.

Cruz acknowledged 
Wag’s attempts to fi nd Pick-
les, but didn’t rule out tak-
ing legal action against the 
company if its workers stop 
assisting in the hunt before 
it is resolved.

Anyone who spots Pick-
les is asked to call (917) 521–
6408, and should avoid ap-
proaching the dog, who will 
likely run away, his owners 
said.

Pup’s escape is 
a real dill-emma
D’Parkers searching for beloved dog, Pickles

IN A PICKLE: Border-collie mix Pickles survived captivity by Thai 
dog butchers only to become lost on the streets of Brooklyn. 
 Jasmin Cruz
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T he three leading local me-
dia companies serving the 
fi ve boroughs of New York 

City along with Long Island and 
Westchester have now become 
one.

Schneps Communications, a 
family-run business owned by 
Victoria and Joshua Schneps, 
has acquired Community News 
Group and NYC Community Me-
dia, one of the largest publish-
ers of community newspapers, 
niche publications, websites, and 
events in New York State.

Together, Schneps, CNG, and 
NYCCM offer unmatched reach 
in the fi ve boroughs of New York 
City, as well as Long Island and 
Westchester. The newly com-
bined company will be known 
as Schneps Community News 
Group and will have a total 
printed weekly circulation of 
more than 300,000 copies, a dig-
ital reach of more than 2.5 mil-
lion page views per month, and 
host more than 40 events every 
year.

“We will clearly have the larg-
est reach of any local media com-
pany in New York City across 
print, digital, and events,” said 

Joshua Schneps, SCNG Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi cer. “We can now of-
fer companies large and small, 
seeking to reach an individual 
neighborhood or the entire City 
of New York and its surrounding 
region, the most cost-effective 
and effi cient means of market-
ing.”

Each borough and Long Is-
land have a group of distinctive 
media assets, some dating back 
as far as 1908.

“Our brands are as grass roots 
as it gets and produce award-
winning content that both our 
readers and advertisers trust,” 
said Victoria Schneps, Publisher 
and President of SCNG.

With the uncertainty of the 
media landscape both locally 
and nationally, Schneps has pros-
pered by investing in content not 
only in its newspapers and niche 
publications, but through suc-
cessful digital assets and events 
that have created a diversifi ed 
media company.

“This acquisition will allow 
us to reach a scale that will cre-
ate unique opportunities for cli-
ents that want to target their 
marketing and work with proven 

brands,” said Victoria.
“In addition, our knowledge 

and success around digital and 
events will be a boon to many 
of CNG’s exceptional outlets,” 
Joshua added.

CNG and NYCCM was owned 
and operated by husband-and-
wife team of Les and Jennifer 
Goodstein. Les was a News Corp 
executive who led the initial for-
mation of CNG through a series 
of acquisitions, while Jennifer 
acquired NYCCM, with its group 
of titles in Manhattan, from 
their previous owner. In 2014 
Les and Jennifer acquired CNG 
from News Corp, bringing the 
group back to its roots as a fam-
ily-owned business.

Les and Jennifer Goodstein 
were advised on the sale by Gary 
Greene of Cribb, Greene, and As-
sociates.

Schneps Communications has 
grown since the founding of The 
Queens Courier, by Victoria Sch-
neps in her home in 1985, to be-
come the preeminent publisher 
of community newspapers, lead-
ing digital websites and assets, 
business-to-business events, and 
live events.

Your favorite local paper 
just got even more local
Schneps Communications acquires CNG

BRIGHT FUTURE: From left, Josh Schneps and Vicki Schneps of Schneps Communications acquired Community News Group 
and NYC Community Media from Les and Jennifer Goodstein on Sept. 7. The newly combined company will be known as 
Schneps Community News Group, the largest print, digital, and events company in the New York City, Long Island, and 
Westchester market. Photo by Jeff Yapalater

BY COLIN MIXSON
This church is history.

Ditmas Parkers are mourn-
ing what remains of a century-
old neighborhood church that a 
developer started bulldozing af-
ter city preservationists rejected 
locals’ initial push — and subse-
quent appeal — to landmark the 
building.

Builder the Mutual Housing 
Association of New York began 
razing the Baptist Church of 
the Redeemer at 1921 Cortelyou 
Rd. last month to make way for 
a nine-story, mixed-use com-
plex of predominantly below-
market-rate apartments, lead-
ing some residents to blast the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission for too quickly sacri-
fi cing the ancient structure on 
the alter of so-called affordable 
housing.

“Sensible development and 
potentially valuable programs 
should not require razing a 
100-year-old church,” said Harry 
Bubbins, a member of advocacy 
group Respect Brooklyn, which 
fought to save the holy house.

Bubbins and fellow preserva-
tionists  fi rst asked the commis-
sion to landmark the ca. 1919 
church in March after news of 
its sale spread . 

But the agency in April ruled 
that the aging house of worship 
was not architect Frank Helm-
le’s best work, according to a 
spokesman, who said that offi -
cials already landmarked some 
of Helmle’s more-notable build-
ings, such as St. Barbara’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Bush-
wick, and the  Bossert Hotel , 
which sits within the Brooklyn 
Heights Historic District.

“The commission must be se-
lective in choosing examples of 
this building type for designa-
tion as individual landmarks,” 
said Zodet Negron.

The locals appealed that rul-
ing, however, calling out the 
commission for neglecting the 
role of another esteemed 20th-
century architect, Harvey Cor-
bett, in designing the Baptist 
Church of the Redeemer as 
Helmle’s partner on the project 
— a collaboration the agency ac-
knowledged it did not take into 
consideration in making its fi rst 
decision,  according to a Sept. 4 
letter sent to Respect Brooklyn 
regarding its appeal .

But the commission ulti-
mately rejected the Hail Mary 
attempt, citing the church as 

“architecturally modest” com-
pared to other landmarked 
Helmle and Corbett structures, 
and as of last weekend, wreck-
ing balls had reduced it to a few 
partially standing walls.

The developer shelled out $5 
million to buy the property from 
pastor Rev. Sharon Williams, 
and plans to reserve all but one 
of the 76 units in its new build-
ing for affordable-, senior-, and 
supportive-housing — the latter 
available to homeless, mentally-
ill, or other vulnerable people 
who pay a portion of their an-
nual income to occupy the apart-
ments.

The reverend, who arrived 
at the house of worship in 1984, 
chose to sell it largely because 
the congregation could not foot 
the $2-million bill to repair the 
crumbling church, where she 
was forced to shutter services 
including a soup kitchen, day-
care center, and after-school 
program as it deteriorated, she 
said.

“Over the years we had to 
shut down the day-care center, 
the after-school program. We 
had to move our soup kitchen 
out,” Williams said. “This build-
ing has been a wreck since we 
got there.”

But the pastor isn’t aban-
doning her fl ock — the site’s 
new building will also include a 
smaller chapel, where Williams 
intends to reinstate services 
such as the soup kitchen, as well 
as start new initiatives includ-
ing a reading program, when it 
opens, which could be as soon as 
the fall of 2020, she said.

Still, Williams said watch-
ing her once-stately church dis-
appear from the neighborhood 
made her think twice about giv-
ing her fi nal blessing to its de-
struction.

“When we saw the steeple 
come down, that’s when it got to 
me,” the reverend said.

IRREDEEMABLE: The nearly cen-
tury-old Baptist Church of the Re-
deemer was demolished to make 
way for affordable housing. 
 Photo by Zoe Freilich

Old D’Park church 
meets its maker
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Greenpoint’s gonna be drier 
than a dead dingo’s donger!

Australian ex-pats’  go-
to neighborhood pub for 
grub and suds from Down 
Under , Northern Territory, 
is set to be bulldozed by a 
developer to make way for 
a seven-story offi ce build-
ing — a far more necessary 
commercial space in an 
area already oversaturated 
with bars, according to the 
builder.

“North Brooklyn is 
teeming with apartments, 
hotels, restaurants, and 
nightlife — but what’s 
missing is enough high-
quality offi ce space to meet 
the demands of the area’s 
growing workforce,” said 
Matthew Baron, president 
of Manhattan-based Simon 
Baron Development.

Baron wants to erect 

what he called a boutique of-
fi ce building at 12 Franklin 
St. on a plot now occupied by 
the popular Aussie hangout 
and its neighbors, Green-
point Beer and Ale Co. and 
a hardware store. The struc-
tures housing all three busi-
nesses would be demolished 
to make way for the new 
complex, which would rise 
roughly 20 blocks from sim-
ilar facilities in nearby Wil-
liamsburg, including two 
locations of shared-work-
space provider WeWork and 
the swanky offi ces going in 
at  the landmarked refi nery  
on the Domino Sugar fac-
tory campus. 

The developer’s pro-
posed commercial hub 
would include more than 
two football fi elds’ worth 
of offi ce space and roughly 
half a football fi eld’s worth 
of manufacturing space, 

along with ground-fl oor 
retail, outdoor terraces on 
all above-ground fl oors, a 
“rooftop amenity,” two lob-
bies, underground parking 
for 36 cars, a bike valet, and 
storage for 85 two-wheelers, 
according to information 
from the builder, which 
tapped city-based architec-
ture fi rm FX Collaborative 
to design it.     

But before Baron can 
break ground, the city 
must fi rst sign off on zoning 
changes to the lot bounded 
by Franklin, Gem, and N. 
15th streets and Meserole 
Avenue that would allow 
for the proposed parking 
and other components.

The city in May kicked 
off its Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure to as-
sess the builder’s request 
for new zoning, which will 
next go before the local 

community board. 
If offi cials green-light 

the scheme, the developer 
plans to start work in late 
2019 and to have tenants 
in and operational by 2021, 
giving Northern Terri-
tory owners and loyalists 
about a year to say good-
bye — and get a few more 
glimpses of the Manhattan 
skyline from the bar’s roof-
top — according to one of its 
three proprietors, who said 
the trio plans to shutter the 
watering hole sometime in 
the back half of 2019, before 
its lease offi cially ends in 
March of 2020.

“We have another sum-
mer,” said Katie Bruce. 
“We’ll close the bar at end 
of next summer, end of 
2019, because we’re not 
very busy in the winter.”

Bruce, whose pub be-
came a lodestar for  Aus-

tralian-style establish-
ments  across the city after 
it opened in 2014, said its 
absence will be felt among 
Aussies in Kings County 
and beyond.

“Hopefully, there will 
still be a place where they 
feel at home,” she said. “As 
far as Greenpoint goes, 
it will defi nitely be a loss 
there.”

But she and her co-own-
ers aren’t ready to pour 

their last pint of Coopers 
Pale Ale, and are keep-
ing their eyes peeled for a 
place to open a new version 
of their beloved hangout, 
although they don’t have 
anywhere in mind just yet, 
she said.

“We’re sad, we don’t 
want to leave, but the neigh-
borhood is changing,” she 
said. “We’re looking, but 
we have another year, so 
there’s a little time.”

NECESSARY: Developers plan to raze Greenpoint’s popular Aus-
tralian bar Northern Territory to make way for a seven-story offi ce 
complex that the builders claim is much-needed in the nabe. 
 XCollaborative / Bezier

Oz fans are out
Builder will destroy Aussie bar to erect offi ces



S
EPT. 16, 2018, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

5

Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

Fish n Chips
SPECIAL

$1299
INCLUDES CORN OR FRIES

with this coupon only

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

son feel better, Chris told 
him they would go on any 
adventure that he wanted 
— and James asked to bike 
to Canada’s largest play-
ground, Giver 150 Park in 
Ottawa, 300 miles away.

The pair made the trek, 
raising money for Grand-
view Kids, an Ontario-
based organization provid-
ing treatment and support 
to kids with special needs 
and their families. 

For this year’s bike ride, 
the father-son duo decided 
to travel more than dou-
ble the length of last year’s 
ride. They set out from their 
hometown of Whitby — pop-
ulation 128,377 — on Aug. 
18, logging miles along the 
coastline of Lake Ontario 
before riding through up-
state New York and down 
to the city that never sleeps. 
The pair logged only two 
rest days during their more 
than two-week trek, staying 
with host families near mu-
seums they visited, includ-
ing the Chittenango Land-
ing Canal Boat Museum 
and the Utica Children’s 
Museum, both upstate. 

The pair expected to be 
awestruck by New York 
City, but Chris said they 

were also amazed by the 
natural beauty of New 
York state as soon as they 
crossed the border into Ni-
agra — where half a dozen 
supporters were cheering 
— and hopped onto the Erie 
Canalway Trail, a nearly 
400-mile path through up-
state.

“All of New York state 
blew us away,” he said. 

And while the father and 
son were alone for most of 
the time, some cyclists fol-
lowing their journey under 
the hashtag #RideJames-
Ride on social media joined 
them for a stint at various 
points along the route. 

“A big part of this to us 

is the community building 
— we encouraged people 
to ride with us, and people 
just kind of showed up,” 
Potvin said. 

And family, friends, and 
followers also donated to 
 James’s charities of choice , 
Grandview Kids and EJ Au-
tism, a Long Island-based 
organization that offers 
treatment and programs 
for kids with special needs. 

When the pair fi nally ar-
rived in Coney Island, they 
were greeted by family and 
friends, and enjoyed burg-
ers at Wahlburgers and a 
ride on the Wonder Wheel.  

Continued from page 1 

RIDE

BIG WHEEL: (Above) James 
Potvin and his family enjoyed 
a well-deserved ride on the 
Wonder Wheel following the 
completion of their 730-mile 
bike trek. (Right) James gave 
his little brother a hug after 
fi nishing his ride. 
 Photos by Jon Farina

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
Strivers looking to jump-
start their careers will 
be able to take free high 
school equivalency classes 
and employment services 
starting on Sept. 24.

The initiative was an-
nounced by Councilman 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney 
Island) on Aug. 21 at the 
O’Dwyer Community 
Center, together with the 
Council’s Committee on 
Education and the organi-
zation Opportunities for a 
Better Tomorrow. 

It will include the free 
classes, job-readiness 
workshops, connection 
to employment opportu-
nities, and one-on-one so-
cial services counseling 
at the community cen-
ter at W. 33rd Street be-
tween Mermaid and Surf 

avenues, according to a 
press release by Trey-
ger’s offi ce. 

In order to register for 
the classes, participants 
have to be 21 or older and 
have to take a math and 
reading tests on the fol-
lowing date and time op-
tions:

Option 1

Reading test: Sept. 17, 
10 am–1 pm

Math test: Sept. 18, 10 
am–1 pm

Option 2

Reading test: Sept. 20, 
10 am–1 pm

Math test: Sept. 21, 10 
am–1 pm

For more information, 
call the O’Dwyer Center at 
(718) 310—5677 or contact 
the Opportunities for a 
Better Tomorrow at (718) 
387–1600.

New initiative to offer free 
GED class and social services

FOR THE COMMUNITY: Council-
man Mark Treyger announced the 
free high school equivalency class-
es with student Jasmine Vargas on 
Aug. 21. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
She’s playing all the king’s 
men. 

An award-winning ac-
tress will portray nearly a 
dozen different men in “The 
Emperor,” a play opening at 
the Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center in Fort Greene on 
Sept. 16. Kathryn Hunter 
said that she learned to jug-
gle between the 11 male ser-
vants she plays by studying 
the book the play is based 
on, and extrapolating from 
there. 

“These characters, you 
have to imagine their lives 
fully — you have to discover 
their backstory and what 
their attitude was about the 
emperor, and then when it 
comes to the moment, you 
just click in very quickly,” 
said Hunter, who is living 
in Fort Greene during her 
month-long sojourn from 
London. “I’m doing this 
production and it feels like 
I have to go and look after 
the guys every morning — 
I feel like a mom with 11 
kids.”

The show traces the 
downfall of the last Ethi-
opian emperor, Haile 
Selassie, who was over-
thrown in 1974. Its writer, 
Polish journalist Ryszard 
Kapuscinsk, traveled to 
Ethiopia the same year 

and interviewed the for-
mer emperor’s 33 ser-
vants for his book, which 
he later adapted into a 
play. In this production, 
Hunter plays one third of 
the servants, and in one 
segment shifts rapidly be-
tween them for a series of 
one-minute interviews. 
Since she cannot change 
her physical appearance 
for each character, she in-
stead focuses on her man-
nerisms.

“There’s no time for big 
changes of costume — just 
adding little elements, like 
glasses or a hat,” she said. 
“It’s mainly in the body or 
the voice or the attitude 

that the servants are differ-
entiated.”

Only one other per-
son shares the stage with 
Hunter: Ethiopian musi-
cian Temesgen Zeleke, who 
plays the krar — a bowl-
shaped lyre — and a pedal 
drum on stage. Zeleke said 
that he enjoys working with 
Hunter — even though the 
pair only interact on stage 
in two scenes, when he 
plays the son of one of the 
servants.

“I’m really happy to be 
part of the play,” he said. 
“[Kathryn] is a really 
lovely person.”

Zeleke’s involvement 
helped to bring Ethiopian 

culture to the stage, said 
Hunter. 

“Once Temesgen came 
on board we really felt he 
was breathing Ethiopia 
into the theater,” she said. 
“It’s wonderful to be told 
a story about another cul-
ture.”

But the play also speaks 
to contemporary United 
States culture, said Hunter, 
because of its commentary 
on politics, power, and cor-
ruption.

“[Kapuscinski] says that 
he wants to interview these 
people in order to under-
stand the old arc of govern-
ing. Whether you apply it 
to the U.S. or Europe or Ko-
rea, I think the whole world 
now is questioning itself 
about what it means, the 
art of governing — what is 
good leadership?” she said. 
“We are in a crisis of lead-
ership, and that’s where I 
think the play is fantasti-
cally relevant and actual 
and will engage people in a 
hugely exciting way.” 

“The Emperor” at the 
Polonsky Shakespeare Cen-
ter (262 Ashland Pl. between 
Fulton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue, www.tfana.org). 
Sept. 16 at 7:30 pm, then 
Sept. 18–30; Tue–Fri at 7:30 
pm; Sat, Sun at 2 pm. $90–
$125 ($20 students).

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2018 by Brooklyn Courier 
Life LLC. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles, and photographs may not be reproduced, either in 
whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address 
changes to Courier Life, One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

signed a long-term lease. 
We hope to be there for a 
long time to come.”

The troupe, known 
for its sexy adaptations 
of fairy tales and other 
works, often mixes ele-
ments of ballet, circus, 
opera, and puppetry into 
its saucy shows.

The company has just 
launched its new season 
in the Bushwick location: 
starting with a revival of 
“Ferdinand: Boylesque 
Bullfi ght,” a sexy, all-
male adaptation of Mu-
nro Leaf’s 1936 children’s 
book “The Story of Fer-
dinand.” This version re-
imagines the classic story 
about the lazy, nap-lov-
ing bovine into an erotic 
spectacle featuring a fe-
rocious bullfi ght between 
Ferdinand the bull and a 
scantily-clad matador. 

Audiences responded 
well to the show in the 
last season, according to 
McCormick, and having 
a stable location has al-
lowed him to tweak the 
show.

“The revival is our 
chance to refi ne it and 
perfect it,” he said.

Next up is a perennial 
Company XIV favorite: 
“Nutcracker Rouge” its 
annual holiday produc-
tion, in which McCor-

mick soups up the frame-
work of the popular ballet 
and “trims the tree” with 
eclectic musical styles 
and enough sensuality 
for 1,000 sprigs of mistle-
toe. The show will run 
through the holiday sea-
son, from Nov. 15 to Jan. 
13. 

Last in the season will 
be the March 29 world 
premiere of “Queen of 
Hearts,” McCormick’s 
adaptation of Lewis Car-
roll’s “Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland.” Given 
the hallucinatory nature 
of many of the choreogra-
pher’s previous visions, 
this one would appear to 
be a match made in a very 
surreal heaven.

“I’m excited to be 
starting an all-new 
show,” he said. “There’s 
a lot you can do with a 
well-known tale like this. 
It’s familiar, but the spe-
cifi cs are open to a lot of 
creative interpretations. 
It suits the immersive 
nature of our work well. 
I’m already working on a 
new ‘Drink Me’ cocktail 
tie-in.”

“Ferdinand: Boylesque 
Bullfi ght” at Company 
XIV [383 Troutman St. be-
tween Wyckoff and Irving 
avenues in Bushwick, 
(866) 811–4111, www.com-
panyxiv.com]. Through 
Oct. 28; Thu–Sat at 8 pm; 
Sun at 6 pm. $55–$79 (VIP 
couch for two $260).

FEELING ‘HORNY’: Company XIV’s current show is “Ferdinand: 
Boylesque Bullfi ght.” Mark Shelby Perry

Continued from page 1 

BURLESQUE

MADE MEN: Kathryn Hunter plays 11 male servants in “The Em-
peror,” opening at the Polonsky Shakespeare Center in Fort Greene 
on Sept. 16. Gerry Goodstein

DOING HER PARTS
Actress plays 11 roles as male servants in ‘The Emperor’

with cacao nibs to give it a 
chocolate fl avor. Both were 
brewed with lactose and 
marshmallow creme — the 
sugar in the marshmal-
low will be eaten away by 
the yeast, said McCall, but 
it will leave the brew with 
a slightly vanilla, “marsh-

mallowy” fl avor.
The coffee beers includ-

ing Coney Island Brew-
ery’s annual Freaktober-
fest Big Ol’ Pumpkin ale, 
made with pumpkin spices 
and espresso from Brook-
lyn chain Cafe Grumpy, and 
the more high-octane Super 
Freak, an imperial ale with 
pumped-up fl avors, coffee, 
and 9.1 percent alcohol.

What about Franken 
Berry, the third of the Gen-
eral Mills monster cereals? 
McCall said a beer based on 
the pink Frankenstein ce-
real might appear in the fu-
ture, but not yet.

“For Freak Week we 
wanted to limit the amount 
of releases,” he said. “The 
thought of having two ce-
real beers to pair alongside 

that was a better fi t.”
The brewery’s taproom 

at MCU Park will start pour-
ing the beers on Sept. 19, and 
cans will come at its Freak-
toberfest party on Sept. 22.

Freaktoberfest at Coney 
Island Brewery (1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, www.coney-
islandbeer.com). Sept. 22; 
noon–3 pm. Free.

BEER
Continued from page 1
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 
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Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

NYcancer.com 631-751-3000

As a premier cancer treatment center with the most 
experienced doctors, we are committed to providing 

the best cancer care possible. From state-of-the-art 
equipment to cutting edge clinical trials, we are 

uniquely capable of caring for New York and beyond. 
We are a community and together,we are 

Conquering Cancer Close To Home™

If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with cancer call us today.
We pledge to have all new patients see one of our physicians within 48 hours.

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They came together to re-
call the unforgettable. 

Locals gathered in Co-
ney Island and Marine 
Park this week to pay trib-
ute to people who lost their 
lives in the Sept. 11 terror 
attacks. A Gerritsen Beach 
resident who attended the 
Marine Park ceremony 
said the memorials are an 
important part of remem-
bering the lives lost.

“I feel we’re not sup-
posed to forget about the 
situation that we had — 
it was terrible,” said Bob 
Banham. 

The night before the 

17th anniversary of the at-
tacks, locals gathered for 
the annual  “Night Before” 
ceremony  at MCU Park’s 
 “Wall of Remembrance,”  
which features the images 
of fi rst responders who 
were killed in the attacks. 
Attendees took part in a 
candlelight vigil while peo-
ple affected by the attacks 
spoke of lost loved ones and 
their memories of the day. 
At the end of the event, at-
tendees hung fl owers on 
the granite wall.

One Coney Island res-
ident brought his Cub 
Scout troop from the neigh-
borhood’s Pack 16 so the 

youngsters could learn 
more about the human im-
pact of the attack from the 
family and friends of those 
most affected.  

“They’re still at a young 
age, and a lot of them don’t 
know exactly what 9-11 is,” 
said troop leader Michael 
Moscol. “So I thought, let’s 
go listen to some of the sto-
ries so they can learn ex-
actly what it is.” 

The Fire Department’s 
deputy assistant chief 
Brooklyn borough com-
mander, Wayne Cart-
wright, said that loved 
ones of those killed appre-
ciated the show of support 

from locals who came out 
to memorialize the fallen 
heroes.    

“I think the families 
that were there to remem-
ber their fallen appreciate 
the event and memorial-
izing those who are on the 
wall,” he said. 

A Midwood resident who 
lost multiple friends in the 
attack and watched it un-
fold from St. Paul’s Chapel 
in Manhattan said he has 
attended the memorial cer-
emony at MCU Park every 
year to remember the trag-
edy with his neighbors. 

“The event was beauti-

Brooklyn pays tribute to lives lost on 9-11

IN MEMORIAM: (Above) Auxiliary Deputy Inspector Jeff Zweig paid 
tribute to people who died in the Sept. 11 attacks during a ceremony 
in Marine Park on Sept. 11. (Center) Locals waved their fl ags during 
a performance of “God Bless America” at the event. (Left) People 
placed fl owers at MCU Park’s “Wall of Remembrance” in memory of 
those lost on Sept. 10. 
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4100 GLENWOOD ROAD 718-859-6500
WWW.GLENWOODMASON.COM

Store Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 6 AM - 5 PM 

Saturday: 6 AM - 4 PM

Authorized Dealer

“Customer service and 
satisfaction is Glenwood’s 

Motto! We are always hard at 
work for your everyday needs, 

any size job, big or small we are 
here to assist our community!”
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GOT A GAME 
PLAN?

213-11 41st Ave., Bayside, NY
718-224-7687

Friday Night is Ladies Nite
Ladies Drink Free 10pm - 2am

SUNDAY
IS FOOTBALL 

ALL DAY!
Catch all the action at 

Local Pour House 
with a great view on our 15-plus TVs, 
terrific food, and plenty of team spirit!

DJ / Live Music 
every Friday and Saturday!

WATCH YOUR FAVORITE COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL TEAMS ON SATURDAYS!

Local Pour
House

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
Brookyn’s biggest state 
park will be named for leg-
endary Rep. Shirley Chish-
olm, the nation’s fi rst black, 
female congresswoman, 
Gov. Cuomo recently an-
nounced.

The state will invest $20 
million — up from  $15 mil-
lion promised at the begin-
ning of this year  — in the 
new 407-acre Shirley Ch-
isholm State Park, the gov-
ernor said on Sept. 5.

The park will open as 
part of Cuomo’s  $1.4-bil-
lion health initiative Vital 
Brooklyn , and honor the 
legacy of Chisholm, who 
won her congressional 
seat in 1968, ran for presi-
dent four years later, and 
fought for the health and 
well-being of her most dis-
advantaged constituents 
throughout her time in of-
fi ce, according to the state’s 

top pol.
“Shirley Chisholm led 

the fi ght to improve the 
health and wellness of un-
derserved communities 
that we carry on today with 
the Vital Brooklyn initia-
tive, and we are proudly 
naming this park after her 
in admiration for the exam-
ple of leadership and devo-

tion she set for all of us,” he 
said.

The vast green space 
will be the largest state 
park in all fi ve boroughs 
and will stretch across the 
former Pennsylvania Av-
enue and Fountain Avenue 
landfi ll sites adjacent to 
East New York.

The largest park in the 
borough will remain the 
city-owned Marine Park, at 
530 acres.

The fi rst phase of the 
park will open 3.5 miles of 
waterfront, providing new 
access to open space in one 
of the most underserved ar-
eas of the state, according 
to the governor’s offi ce.

The state will then seek 
ideas from residents for 
what should go in the park, 
with meetings kicking off 
in the fall of 2019, and the 
completion of the design 
process set for 2021.

Proposed features of the 
new park include an am-
phitheater for live events, 
an environmental-educa-
tion center, lawn patios, 
and a cable car or a connec-
tor bridge over the water 
between the Pennsylvania 
Avenue and Fountain Av-
enue properties, according 
to the governor.

Under an agreement 
with the National Park Ser-
vice and the city, New York 
State Parks will plan, de-
velop, and operate the park 
in cooperation with the De-

partment of the Interior, 
the National Park Service, 
and the city’s Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion, which will continue to 
manage the former landfi ll 
infrastructure.

Open green spaces are 
particularly valuable in 
Brooklyn and can improve 
the lives of residents, a lo-
cal pol said at the gover-
nor’s announcement ear-
lier this month.

“As a Brooklyn resident, 
I know fi rst-hand how hard 
it can be to fi nd well-main-

tained green space,” said 
state Sen. Roxanne Per-
saud (D–East New York). 
“Parks are more than just 
a gathering place — they 
are an opportunity for fam-
ilies to spend quality time, 
for children and adults to 
learn, and for people to 
take advantage of all the 
great outdoors have to of-
fer. Parks help keep fami-
lies close, encourage our 
youth to explore, and pro-
vide residents with a place 
to partake in outdoor rec-
reation.”

Borough’s new state park 
named for pioneering 

African-American politician

BIG PLANS: Gov. Cuomo an-
nounced the old landfull turned 
state park will be named for 
late Rep. Shirley Chisholm. 
 New York State Governor’s offi ce

THE GREAT OUTDOORS: The waterfront park will open a host of new activities for Brooklynites and 
residents of outer boroughs, such as kayaking around Jamaica Bay. New York State Parks
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8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights
Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

CATERERS

Bridal Expo 
Wed. 

October 24th 
@ 6:30pm

We are now taking reservations for private and corporate Holiday Parties



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

SE
PT

. 1
6,

 2
01

8
12

For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They really let their hair 
down!

Furry faces gathered in 
Coney Island for the neigh-
borhood’s  11th-annual 
Beard and Moustache Com-
petition at Coney Island 
USA  on Sept. 8. One winner 
who traveled all the way 
from Maine to take part in 
his fi rst competition said it 
lived up to its reputation as 
an enjoyable epicenter for 
hairy freaks and geeks. 

“I knew it was going to be 
entertaining, if not a little 
weird,” said Bryce Royal, 
who won the “Ballyhoo” — 
or best styled beard — cate-
gory. “The atmosphere was 
good — it was cheerful, ev-
erybody seemed to be hav-
ing a good time.” 

Nearly 100 contestants 
trekked to Surf Avenue 

at W. 12th Street to com-
pete for the top prize — the 
Beard and Moustache Fez 
trophy — and across nine 
Coney-centric categories, 
including the Brass Ring 
(for best in show), Man or 
Beast (best natural beard), 
and the coveted Carny 
Trash (worst in show), with 
13 lucky winners going 
home with bragging rights. 
A panel of guest and celeb-
rity judges — including au-
thor Larry “Ratso” Sloman 
and fi tness trainers Danny 
and Al Kavadlo — deliv-
ered the fi nal verdicts.

Royal, the Maine resi-
dent, won his prize — a tro-
phy, plaque, professional 
photo of the Tilt-a-Whirl, 
and the contest’s signature 
Fez hat — for his elaborate 
arrangement of his facial 
hair, which he said took 

him about three hours and 
“a lot of hair spray, some 
rollers, and a lot of blow 
drying” to complete. 

“It has two big wave 
loops off of each side, and 
in the middle it was curled 
down and back up in a cen-
ter curl, and I have my 
moustache curled four 
ways,” he said. 

Manhattanite Jonathan 
Moll’s beard — sculpted 
into a spiral threaded with 
blue wire — was decid-
edly lower-maintenance, 
he said, adding that it only 
takes him about an hour 
to do once a month. But he 
was dismayed to not re-
ceive any recognition for 
his inventive ‘do, adding 
that audience members 
loved his look even if all of 
the judges didn’t. 

“I was completely over-

looked, which surprised 
me just by the general reac-
tion by people in the room,” 
Moll said. “I know the 
judges liked the beard — 
one said, ‘that spiral’s per-
fect, perfect’s hard to do, 
you’ve got my vote.’ ” 

Bed ford– Stuy vesant 
resident Ronald Rentas — 
who  chronicles his beard’s 
evolution on his Instagram 
account  — showed off his 
twirly beard in the best 
styled beard category before 
brushing it out to compete 
in the best natural beard 
category. But even though 
he didn’t take home a prize, 
he said the camaraderie 
among fur-facers made the 
competition worth it. 

“I had so much fun — I 
love the community, it was 
eclectic, it was fun,” he 
said.

HAIRY SITUATION
Furry faces came from near and far for 11th-annual 

Coney Island beard and moustache competition

HAIR WE ARE: (Above) 
Bryce Royal traveled all the 
way from Maine to show off 
his inventive facial hair at 
the Coney Island Beard and 
Moustache Competition. 
(Left) Tony Natale showed 
off his lengthy beard and 
moustache. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net

SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY (631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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series due to delays in res-
toration work at its Whit-
man Hall venue, according 
to a spokesman for the col-
lege.

“Given the continued 
closure of the theater, it is 
not able to offer rentals or 
a full set of arts program-
ming to the community un-
til work is complete,” said 
college spokesman Ernesto 
Mora in a statement. “As a 
result, last week, the Col-
lege had to let go four staff 
members who ran BCBC-
Brooklyn College Pres-
ents.”

Some of the staff that 
were let go had worked for 
the company for as many 
as 40 years, and four other, 
part-time staff members 
were reassigned with re-
duced hours.

One person who asked 
not to be named out of 
fear of repercussions from 
school management told 
this paper that many staff 
thought Brooklyn College 
mishandled the situation.

“I’m not happy about 
what the college did, and 
the way people were let go, 
and their work was dis-
missed with very little no-
tice. I think that CUNY and 
Brooklyn College treated 
people extremely poorly,” 
said the source.

The series, formally 
known as the Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College, 
was established in 1954 
and was one of the largest 
theatrical presenters in 
the borough, welcoming 
more than 70,000 people 
per year, including 46,000 
school children, parents, 
and teachers, according to 
its website. The program 
offered access to art and 
entertainment to many 
working-class Brook-
lynites with its affordable 
prices and the community 
and local pols were very 
supportive of it, according 
to the source.

“They’re taking away a 
main community perform-
ing arts center from Brook-

lyn that has been supported 
by the community and our 
politicians for decades. All 
these kids won’t have this 
opportunity anymore,” the 
source said.

Whitman Hall opened 
in 1955 as the centerpiece 
of Brooklyn College’s Per-
forming Art’s Center with a 
2,400-seat theater. The res-
toration work on the venue 
started in June 2017 and 
was initially scheduled to 
last a year, but the college 
announced last week that 
it wouldn’t be fi nished un-
til spring of 2019, accord-
ing to a press release.

“It’s going to take more 
time to complete the up-
grades, and we look for-
ward to welcoming the pub-
lic through our doors when 
restoration is fi nished,” 
said Maria Ann Conelli, 
dean of the college’s School 
of Visual, Media and Per-
forming Arts, in the press 
release.

Once fi nished, the re-
stored venue will still 
provide space for per-
formances, according to 
Mora.

“Once restoration is 
complete and Whitman 
Hall reopens, the college 
looks forward to restart-
ing rentals, schooltime of-
ferings, and a larger slate 
of arts programming for 
the wider community,” he 
said.

The director of one of 
the venue’s regular dance 
shows was dismayed and 
taken aback by the sud-
den closure, which he only 

learned about when this 
paper contacted him for 
comment.

“We’re very saddened 
because this is our foothold 
in Brooklyn,” said Andy 
Chiang, executive director 
of the Nai-Ni Chen Dance 
Company, which puts on 
an annual performance 
for the Chinese Lunar New 
Year Celebrations between 
January and February. 

The closure will leave 
the dance company scram-
bling to fi nd a replacement 
venue on such short notice 
for its upcoming celebra-
tions at the end of January 
2019, according to Chiang.

“This is kind of late in 
the game, usually these 
things are done a year in 
advance so it may not be 
that easy to fi nd a replace-
ment,” he said. 

But the biggest loss 
will be for the community 
because the annual fes-
tivities brought together 
people from different 
backgrounds in a family-
friendly setting, he said.

“The Lunar New Year 
has stories for kids and 
people can participate with 
it, so it’s great for families,” 
said Chiang, adding that 
the annual event typically 
attracted some 1,000 visi-
tors to the Brooklyn venue, 
drawn to the face-to-face 
interaction it offers.

“It’s a very personal 
thing, it’s not a Facebook 
experience, it’s a very 
lively interactive expe-
rience, and there’s more 
need for that sort of expe-
rience these days. We need 
these places to be able to 
engage with each other 
face to face,” he said. 

The impact of this clo-
sure will be felt by the 
large local Asian-Ameri-
can community and Brook-
lynites of all backgrounds, 
he said.

“There’s a huge Chi-
nese-American commu-
nity in Brooklyn, and we’re 
in touch with them and all 
the impact will be felt very 
strongly for not just the 
Asian American commu-
nity that comes out, but 
also the local community 
more generally,” he said.

COLLEGE

ful. I have gone every year — 
I just don’t forget,” said Lee 
Speiser.  “I’ve seen the wall 

go from nothing to where it 
is now.”

The next day, locals 
gathered at a memo-
rial ceremony in Marine 
Park, hosted by state Sen. 

Marty Golden (R–Marine 
Park), that featured patri-
otic music, a candle-light-
ing ceremony, a 21-gun 
salute, and a moment of 
silence.

9-11

LAST DANCE: The Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing Arts 
at Brooklyn College suddenly 
closed and fi red all of its full-
time staff last week. 
 Photo by Rob Reynolds

Continued from page 8

Continued from page 1 

Sept. 22, 2018, 11am – 6pm 
on Sutphin Boulevard 

between Hillside & Jamaica

Arts & Crafts  Food  Music  Senior Cafe
Children’s Block  Games & Rides

Find us at www.sutphinblvdbid.org 
      @Sutphinblvdbid          @Sutphinblvdbusinessid          @SutphinBID

For Vendor or More Info Call 718-291-2110

Harvest Festival

Featuring 
Dr. Bob Lee 

of WBLS 
and the 

103 Precinct
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385   |  718.386.3014   |   ZumStammtisch.com


