
May 1–xx, 2016

Your Neighborhood — Your News®Oct. 14, 2018

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 19

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’re bringing down the 
curtain on the Shore The-
ater.  

The developers who 
 purchased Coney Island’s 
landmarked Shore The-
ater for $14 million in 2016  
will abandon their original 
promise to restore the 90-
year-old building to its for-

mer glory as a playhouse, 
instead converting it into a 
hotel and spa, with ground-
fl oor retail,  according to 
plans fi led with the Depart-
ment of Buildings .   

The unoffi cial “Mayor 
of Coney Island” — who 
led the successful charge to 
landmark the building’s ex-
terior in 2010 — said that he 

wished the restored prop-
erty would include a theater 
space, but he is nonetheless 
glad the long-derelict build-
ing will be revived.

“My attitude is, the 
building was falling apart, 
and I’m thrilled that they 
are there restoring a land-
mark building,” said Dick 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
City and state offi cials should 
never have let developers build 
their luxury condos and swanky 
hotel inside Brooklyn Bridge 
Park knowing that they would 
one day interfere with rebuild-
ing the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway’s  crumbling triple can-
tilever above it , according to a 
Brooklyn Heights pol who urged 
the city to  consider every option 
possible before turning the be-
loved Promenade into a speed-
way for cars and trucks . 

“The city and state together 
built out Brooklyn Bridge Park 
and so you have like the new 
Pier 1 development,  the hotel and 
Pierhouse  — kind of right past 
where the cantilever ends, also 
the berms — and all those things 
were built out over the last seven 
or eight years, and at the time a 
number of us were saying, ‘This 
is going to be a problem when 
they have to rebuild the BQE,’ ” 
Councilman Stephen Levin (D–
Brooklyn Heights) said during 
an interview with WNYC on 
Thursday. “The city, the state, 
and federal government all de-

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’re fi nally taking out 
the trash. 

A controversial waste 
transfer station years in 
the making fi nally opened 
in Gravesend on Oct. 1, a 
spokeswoman from the De-
partment of Transportation 

confi rmed. The Southwest 
Brooklyn Marine Transfer 
Station at Shore Parkway 
and Bay 41st Street will ex-
port waste to an as-yet-un-
known location via barges 
in a bid to reduce traffi c and 
lessen pollution, according 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 18Continued on page 18

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
She’s throwing a pit-y party!

A new art exhibition will cel-
ebrate the beauty of pit bulls! “Pit 
Bull Flower Power,” by photog-
rapher and animal advocate So-
phie Gamand, features portraits 
of the much maligned doggies, 
each adorned with a hand-crafted 
crown of fl owers. Gamand hopes 
that her exhibit at the Invisible 
Dog Art Center, and a book col-
lecting the images, launching at 
the gallery on Oct. 20, will change 
negative perceptions of the dogs 
— and reveal something about 
the breeders who created them.

“The fate of the pit bull is so 
emblematic of how messed up hu-
mans are. We created these dogs, 
we made them strong, and then 
we decided we don’t like this any-
more, let’s just destroy, euthanize 
you and hate on you and have all 

these legends around you,” said 
the Brooklyn Heights photogra-
pher.

Gamand, who has volunteered 
with animal rescue groups for the 
last eight years, said that shelters 
all over the country are full of un-
wanted pit bulls.

“The fi rst thing a lot of people 
say when they come to a shelter is 
‘I want a dog, but anything but a 
pit bull.’ I can’t tell you how often 
I’ve heard that,” she said.

Gamand herself was wary of pit 
bulls because of a bad experience 
with a big dog as a child — even 
though the canine that attacked 
her was a different breed. When 
she noticed her prejudice against 
the dogs, she decided to challenge 
herself through her art.

“I realized I was not giving 
them my best and that it was un-

Continued on page 6

PRETTY POOCH: Sophie Gamand takes photos of pit bulls wearing fl ower 
crowns in order to counter negative stereotypes associated with the breed. 
 Sophie Gamand

FINAL CURTAIN: The Shore 
Theater will no longer be a 
show venue.

Pol, locals 
pan BQE 
fi x plan

Shore Theater to be hotelWHAT A WASTE!
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Exhibit shows soft side of pit bulls

Transfer station opens in Gavesend



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

OC
T. 

14
, 2

01
8

2

Member FDIC

2.25%
PLATINUM SAVINGS

On Balances Below $100,000

APY1

3.00%
60 MONTH CD

APY2

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 9/14/18 and subject to change without 
notice.  A minimum balance of $0.01 is required to open account.  The account will be 
charged a minimum balance fee of $8.00 each statement cycle if the average daily balance 
for that cycle falls below $2,500.  Fees can reduce earnings. Account balances between 
$0.01 and $99,999.99 earn 2.25% APY on the entire balance.  Account balances $100,000 and 
over earn 0.90% APY on the entire balance.  Transaction limitations apply, see an account 
representative for details.  New money is required to open a Platinum Savings. New money 

is defined as funds not currently on deposit at Northfield Bank. Platinum Savings 2.25% APY 

is only available in Mercer, Hunterdon, Middlesex, Union, and Kings county branches and 

online.

(2) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 09/14/18 and subject to change without 
notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open 60 Month CD.   All account balances above $0.01 
will earn the stated APY.  There is a substantial penalty for early withdrawals. Fees could 
reduce earnings.  The maximum account balance for the 60 Month CD is $225,000.  

(833) 301-NFBK | eNorthfield.com

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

BY COLIN MIXSON
A Prospect-Lefferts Gar-
dens blogger swore to never 
again cover the neighbor-
hood he wrote about for 
nearly a decade, or any 
surrounding areas, after a 
fi rebrand local anti-gentri-
fi cation activist threatened 
to publicly denounce him 
as a racist for posting de-
famatory allegations about 
her on the website.

Citizen journalist Tim 
Thomas abruptly called it 
quits in an Oct. 5 post on his 
“Q at Parkside”  blog , which 
has since been taken down. 
The blogger declared he 
would abandon the opera-
tion he started in May 2010 
two days before activist 
Alicia Boyd planned to dis-
rupt an Oct. 7 event hosted 
by his employer with a rally 
condemning him, and apol-
ogized to Boyd — whom he 
just weeks ago compared to 
President Trump and ac-
cused of illegal electioneer-
ing on behalf of a Crown 
Heights state senator in 
stories on the website.

“I apologize to the black 
community, its residents, 
leaders, and especially Ali-
cia Boyd for the comments 
and behavior I have exhib-
ited via this blog,” Thomas 
wrote in his fi nal post. “I 
will shut down the Q at 
Parkside permanently.”

Prior to abandoning Q 
at Parkside, Thomas pub-
lished several recent sto-
ries criticizing Boyd. An 
Aug. 24 post, for instance, 
accused her of using her 
tax-exempt community-
service organization, New 
Directions in Healing, to 
illegally solicit funds from 
followers of her anti-gen-
trifi cation group Move-
ment to Protect the Peo-
ple, which sent out e-mails 
encouraging recipients 
to donate funds via New 
Directions to state Sen. 
Jesse Hamilton (D–Crown 
Heights) during his unsuc-
cessful  primary-election 
race against attorney Zell-
nor Myrie , according to 
the blogger.

“Alicia raises money 

through MTOPP, which 
she says is a non-profi t, 
though it’s actually using 
her other non-profi t New 
Directions in Healing as 
its shell, accepting tax-
deductible donations,” he 
wrote. “And in case you 
were unaware, [that’s] il-
legal.”

But Thomas, who in 
another blog story insinu-
ated that Hamilton gave 
Boyd money to pay off a 
mortgage in exchange for 
her campaign services, 
recanted that claim and 
his allegation she illegally 
electioneered on the pol’s 
behalf in his apology post, 
writing that he had “no 
fi rm evidence” to support 
the accusations.  

The blogger’s sudden 
resignation, which also 
included a pledge not to 
write about Flatbush, Dit-
mas Park, and Crown 
Heights, came in exchange 
for Boyd’s promise to can-
cel the protest she planned 
at a bash hosted by per-
forming-arts organiza-
tion Bang on a Can, where 
Thomas works as a devel-
opment director, which 
the activist upheld — but 
not before releasing state-
ment that bashed Thomas 
as a racist and pawn for 
developers after he posted 
his mea culpa.

“It appears that Mr. 
Thomas and the commu-
nity have come to an agree-
ment,” Boyd’s statement 
read. “We were aware that 
he was a mouthpiece for 

developers and corrupt 
politicians who fed him in-
formation and encouraged 
his racist antics … we are 
no longer willing to toler-
ate negative, abusive, sex-
ist, and racist comments 
from white men in a pre-
dominantly black commu-
nity.”

Boyd claimed Thomas 
referred to local black 
leaders as “assoholics, 
frauds, lunatics, fools, and 
embarrassments” in 2014 
and 2015 blog posts that 
she referenced in e-mails 
sent ahead of her planned 
protest, but could not pro-
vide more recent examples 
of his alleged racism.

And in a Sept. 21 post, 
the blogger admitted to us-
ing that language, but ex-
plained his remarks per-
tained to Boyd specifi cally, 
not black people in general, 
before going on to compare 
the activist to the current 
commander-in-chief. 

“The fact is I don’t 
hate blacks and women. I 
strongly dislike one black 
woman. But I also strongly 
dislike one white man, and 
he happens to be my presi-
dent,” Thomas wrote.

Boyd resorting to rac-
ist smears to defame an 
adversary is nothing new, 
however, according to an 
African-American woman 
who formerly lived in 
Prospect-Lefferts Gar-
dens and came in contact 
with the activist during 
community-led demon-

Blog bites dust
PLG writer signs off after neighborhood 

activist accuses him of promoting racism

OFFLINE: Tim Thomas (left) shut his local blog Q at Parkside down 
last week after Alicia Boyd (right) — a frequent recipient of the 
citizen journalist’s criticism — accused him of using the website to 
promote racism.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Five developers callously ex-
posed workers to the carcino-
genic fi bers of asbestos at four 
buildings in Greenwood Heights 
in a bid to line their pockets, 
Kings County’s top prosecutor 
said during an indictment on 
Wednesday.

The developers are accused 
of forging documents in 2015, in-
cluding asbestos assessment re-
ports, that were sent to the city’s 
Department of Buildings in or-
der to obtain permits needed to 
renovate four Fifth Avenue prop-
erties located between 33rd and 
34th streets — without having to 
pay for a federally licensed as-
bestos abatement contractor. 

“These defendants are ac-
cused of greedily taking dan-

gerous shortcuts — bypassing 
safety measures that are put in 
place to protect the public from 
serious and unnecessary health 
risks — to maximize profi ts at 
any cost, including the well-be-
ing of employees and prospec-
tive tenants,” said District At-
torney Eric Gonzalez. 

As a result of the alleged lies, 
workers tasked with demolition 
work inside the four properties 
unknowingly fi lled the air with 
the cancer-causing material, ex-
posing themselves to a laundry 
list of harmful side effects, ac-
cording to Department of Inves-
tigations Commissioner Mark 
Peters. 

Asbestos was commonly 
used for indoors fi reproofi ng 

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
Police have arrested two peo-
ple in connection to a violent 
home invasion that happened 
on Monday morning in Marine 
Park.

The man and the woman, 
both in their twenties, were 
charged with attempted murder, 
assault, burglary, grand lar-
ceny, and criminal possession of 
a weapon, according to police.

Police say those two individ-
uals, plus an accomplice, broke 
into the Madison Place home 
of a retired police lieutenant at 
5:30 am on Oct. 8, attacking the 
72-year-old former cop and sex-
ually assaulting his 71-year-old 
wife.

The brutes allegedly slashed 
the retired cop’s face with a box-
cutter and hit him in the head 

with a gun, according to the au-
thorities.

They then allegedly stole the 
couple’s Honda Civic and fl ed 
the scene, police said.

Later on Monday night, a 
man and woman were stopped 
in the stolen car at the Battery 
Tunnel and brought in for ques-
tioning, authorities said.

The retired couple were pre-
viously victims of a burglary 
last July, when the former cop’s 
fi rearm was taken and has since 
not been recovered since, ac-
cording to police.

The police department reps 
couldn’t confi rm the condition 
of the victims, but  the New York 
Times reported  that they were 
treated at a nearby hospital and 
the woman was recovering there 
at on Monday night.

SHATTERED QUIET: The home of the victims of Monday’s brutal home invasion 
is on a quiet, tree-lined street near Marine Park. Photo by Brianna Kudisch

Two in custody after brutal 
Marine Park home invasion

Five developers indicted on 
charge of asbestos-risk fraud

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They want their voices heard.

 State Sen. Marty Golden (R–
Bay Ridge) and his fellow Sen-
ate Republicans must pass the 
more-than-decade-old  Child Vic-
tims Act  extending the statute of 
limitations to allow survivors of 
child sex abuse to come forward 
with their claims as adults, de-
manded protesters and sex-as-
saults survivors at a press con-
ference organized by Golden’s 
Democratic opponent, Andrew 
Gounardes, outside the incum-
bent’s Fifth Avenue district of-
fi ce an Oct. 9.

 Gounardes said that adult 
survivors of childhood sexual 
assault have a right to seek jus-
tice — especially now, with the 
#MeToo movement and follow-
ing Dr. Christine Blasey Ford’s 
allegations of sexual assault 
against newly named Supreme 
Court Associate Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh.

 “It is more important than 
ever that we believe survivors, 
we hear their stories, and that 
we give them every opportunity 
under the law to seek justice,” 
Gounardes said. 

 The state Assembly has 
passed the bill every year since 
2006, while the Republican-con-
trolled Senate has refused even 
to bring the bill to a vote. 

Current law prevents sex-
abuse survivors from pursuing 
civil cases after they turn 23, 
and accusers in cases against 
public institutions have just 90 
days to fi le a lawsuit. The Child 
Victims Act would extend the 
statute of limitations to age 50 in 
civil cases, and age 28 in crimi-
nal cases. New York is one of 
only four states — along with 
Alabama, Georgia, and Missis-
sippi — with statutes of limita-
tion that restrict child-sex-abuse 
survivors from pursuing legal 
action.

 At least one in fi ve girls and 
one in twenty boys is a victim of 
childhood sexual abuse,  accord-
ing to the National Center for 
Victims of Crime , and less than 
40 percent of children reveal 
sexual abuse to someone else — 
with nearly 40 percent of those 
disclosures revealed only to the 
children’s friends, meaning that 
most assaults go unreported to 
the authorities,  according to 
Darkness to Light , an organiza-

tion that works to prevent child 
sexual abuse.

 A  Quinnipiac poll from ear-
lier this year  shows that New 
York state voters overwhelm-
ingly support passing the Child 
Victims Act by 90 percent, with 
only 6 percent opposed. 

 But  Golden said that he didn’t 
see an “impetus” to pass the bill 
in 2016 , and recently threw his 
support behind a bill introduced 
by state Sen. Catharine Young  
(R–Upstate) that would  create a 
Child Victims Fund using pub-
lic funds to compensate victims 
seeking fi nancial settlements .

But a Bensonhurst resident 
who spoke out at the press con-
ference for the fi rst time in pub-
lic about a sexual assault she 
said she experienced 37 years 
ago said that publicly funded 
payouts would not give survi-
vors the justice they deserve.

 “[Golden] believes the Child 
Victims Fund is enough, and 
it’s not. They want justice,” said 
Toni Franco. “I wouldn’t have 
wanted any [money]. The kids 
need to be heard. Their assault-
ers need justice.”

Franco, a registered Repub-
lican, added that she has con-
sistently voted for Golden for 31 
years, but said she would be vot-
ing for Gounardes in the Nov. 6 
general election, in part due to 
Golden’s lack of support for the 
Child Victims Act.

 “I was a registered Repub-

lican for many years, and I al-
ways supported Marty Golden. I 
cannot support him anymore in 
good conscience,” Franco said. 
“He is putting the assaulters’ in-
terests in front of the children’s 
interests.”

 Another local at the press 
conference, Karen Tadross, has 
ties to both candidates: she lives 
across the street from Golden, 
and founded Bay Ridge Cares 
with Gounardes in 2012. Tadross 
said that her connections to both 
candidates made her feel uncom-
fortable protesting Golden, but 
she said she felt she had to be 
there on behalf of a family mem-
ber who experienced childhood 
sexual assault, adding that she 
wanted the pol to do more than 
stroll the neighborhood and 
shake hands at events he spon-
sors.  

“Marty Golden lives across 
the street from me. We’re neigh-
bors. And standing here outside 
of his offi ce is extremely diffi -
cult. But I am past the point of 
keeping quiet for the sake of get-
ting along,” she said. “I am past 
the point of being impressed 
with summer concerts and pa-
rades. Any senator can do any of 
those things. There’s been twelve 
years of inaction from our state 
Senate, and guess who has been 
there for all twelve years? Marty 
Golden.”

 Golden declined to comment 
through a spokesman. 

TIME TO ACT: Longtime supporter of state Sen. Marty Golden — and abuse 
survivor — Toni Franco, at podium, said she would vote for challenger Andrew 
Gounardes, at right, because of Golden’s failure to support the Child Victims 
Act extending the statute of limitations to allow survivors of child sex abuse to 
come forward with their claims as adults. Photo by Julianne McShane

TIME’S UP!
Locals call on Golden to support Child Victims Act

Continued on page 16
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Schneps Community News Group 
would like to thank 

the Sponsors and Supporters 
of this week’s

Pink Newspapers

Thank you to all our advertisers who participated in these important editions

Their participation helped raise breast cancer awareness in New York

EXPRESS
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The Incredible Acrobats from Hunan, China present their new show, “Dream Journey,” 
combining breath-taking acrobatics with drama and dance. Telling stories that will captivate 
your eye and your heart, they will lead you into a new and exciting world of physical artistry.

PR O G R A M S :
Prelude  Aerial Ballet  Ball Juggling Skill  Foot Juggling  Unicycle  Teeter Board  Human Strength Trio 

Hat Juggling  Kung Fu  Spring Board  Trapeze/Ring Skills  Hoop Diving  Set Sail  Jar Juggling  Plate Spinning  Silk Ballet

L & M Tours offers 
over 250 bus trips 
to USA & Canada 
departing from New York
City and provides 
bus charters to groups.

INDIVIDUAL PRICES
$89, $99 & $119

Prices include transportation, 
gift, lunch buffet & show

Buy 10 Get 1 Free

For information & reservations, please 
call L & M Tours 718-238-2284

6812 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220
www.lmtours.net, info@lmtours.net

INCRE DIBLE

Hunan Troupe - “Dream Journey”

Sunday, November 4, 2018 at 3pm  The Klein Memorial Auditorium, Bridgeport, CT

DON’T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE “DREAM JOURNEY” 
FIRST TIME ON THE EAST COAST, THE ONE AND ONLY PERFORMANCE

GROUP PRICES $59 & $79
Price includes bus, lunch, show & gift
Group Leader receives $400 Bonus 

+ Get 1 FREE after 40 paid, 2 FREE after 45 paid 
or 4 FREE after 50 paid per bus

SHOW FROM 

BRANSON 
MISSOURI

BY COLIN MIXSON
A virus that caused dozens of 
raccoons to exhibit zombie-like 
symptoms in Central Park spread 
to Brooklyn’s Backyard, where 
as many as four of the woodland 
critters may have been infected 
with distemper, a disease that’s 
also lethal to common pets in-
cluding dogs. 

Department of Parks and Rec-
reation offi cials are warning pup 
owners to leash their tail-wag-
gers at all times while in Prospect 
Park, after raccoons found at the 
Long Meadow and on the eastern 
side of the park tested positive for 
the distemper virus on Oct. 3, ac-
cording to spokeswoman Crystal 
Howard.

Two other masked bandits 
that offi cials suspect may have 
fallen prey to the deadly illness 
were collected near the Long 
Meadow and sent out for test-
ing on Oct. 2 and 4, according to 
Howard, who said results of those 
tests are pending. 

Early symptoms of distemper 

in raccoons include runny eyes 
and nose, along with vomiting 
and diarrhea, but brain damage 
that occurs during late stages of 

the illness can cause the animal 
to wander about aimlessly and 
even become aggressive. 

Humans are thankfully im-

mune to the illness, but dogs 
are susceptible, and anyone 
who fears Fido may be sick 
with the disease should seek 

immediate treatment.
The good news is that man’s 

best friend can get a vaccine to 
prevent distemper and other dis-
eases including adenovirus and 
parvovirus, an all-in-one shot 
recommended by borough vets, 
some of whom claimed to face 
resistance to such inoculations 
from  a contingent of local anti-
vaxxers  who fear they’ll cause 
canine autism — a condition not 
recognized by medical profes-
sionals. 

The Brooklyn outbreak fol-
lows a surge of infections that 
plagued raccoons in Central 
Park, leading the city to test a 
whopping 176 animals, with the 
most recently infected critter be-
ing collected on Sept. 19, accord-
ing to Parks Department spokes-
woman Maeri Ferguson. 

The Manhattan distemper 
fl are up seems to have abated 
since then, however, as infection 
rates took a steep decline in the 
fi nal weeks of summer, Ferguson 
said. 

DISTEMPER, TEMPER: Raccoons in Prospect Park have been found with the distemper virus, and this little guy looks pretty 
ill-tempered. File photo by Paul Martinka

Beware of ‘rocky’ raccoons 
City warns that Prospect Park critters tested positive for distemper virus
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fair and prejudiced towards 
the dogs. So I wanted to do a 
project that would force me 
to interact with them and 
get to know them. I thought 
there might be an opportu-
nity there to shift our per-
ception a bit,” she said. 

Rather than portray the 
dogs as vicious, growling 
brutes, she put the rescued 
pit bulls in elegant poses and 
made bespoke fl ower crowns 
for them. The project quickly 
became an online sensation, 
and over the last four years 
her work has found hun-
dreds of thousands of follow-
ers on social media. She gets 
messages every day from pit 
bull fans and converts, in-
cluding one cute story of a 
girl who saw Gamand’s pho-
tos and began referring to pit 
bulls as “fl ower dogs.” 

Gamand’s exhibition and 
book also aims to draw at-
tention to the more sobering 
side of animal rescue and 
shelters, with images of used 
collars and a virtual real-
ity experience showing how 
confi ning shelters are for 

dogs, according to Gamand.
“It’s beautiful that we’re 

saving all of these animals, 
but shelters are not a fun 
place for an animal, it’s like 
solitary confi nement in 
many ways,” she said.

Gamand hopes that her 
book will raise awareness 
for the plight of pit bulls, 
which she calls “the invis-
ible dogs of animal shelters,” 
in the same way that her on-
line work has already con-
verted skeptics.

“Many pit bull fans told 
me that ‘Finally the dogs 
are being seen the way that 
we see them,’ ” she said. “So 
even though the work is mine 
and it’s my baby, it has gone 
beyond me and spread this 
message of having an open 
mind and an open heart.”

“Pit Bull Flower Power,” 
at the Invisible Dog Art Cen-
ter [51 Bergen St. between 
Smith Street and Boerum 
Place in Cobble Hill, (347) 
560–3641, www.theinvisi-
bledog.org]. Animal Haven 
Fund-raiser with food and 
wine on Oct. 18; 6–9 pm. $50. 
Exhibit on display Oct. 19–
21; Fri–Sat, 1–7 pm; Sun, 1–5 
pm. Book release party on 
Oct. 20, 4–7 pm. Free.

PUP’S BEST FRIEND: Sophie Gamand, who was once mauled by a dog 
as a child, overcame her fear to focus on the much-maligned crea-
tures.  Sophie Gamand

Continued from page 1 

PIT BULLS

BY JULIANNE CUBA
He’s opened up about being locked 
up. 
A play about a man adjusting to life 
after prison, opening next week 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic, draws on the real experience of 
its star, who spent 33 years behind 
bars. The story of “Jack &,” which 
starts its four-night run on Oct. 17, is 
fi ctional, but the emotions and expe-
riences it portrays are true to the re-
alities of incarceration and re-enter-
ing society, said the show’s writer. 

“We’ve created a fi ctional char-
acter together, based on his actual 
experience as he chooses to share 
them in the work, so the fi rst mono-
logue begins with him talking 
about him being in the community 
room while serving time and the 
kinds of conversations that bubble 
up in that,” said Kaneza Schaal, 
who lives in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

The show’s lead actor, Cornell 
Alston, was behind bars for more 
than three decades. Schaal saw 
him perform in a prison production 
of “Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom,” and 
immediately knew she wanted to 

work with him. 
“His performance was stun-

ning and kind of expanded my own 
dreaming about theater,” she said.

“Jack &” breaks down into three 
parts — the fi rst is a monologue 
performed by Alston, the second is 
a kind of sitcom inspired by “Amos 
& Andy,” and the third combines 
movement and music, drawing on 
African-American traditions to 
create a formal re-entry ceremony, 
said Schaal.

“We created this collaboration 
on this kind of time-travel musical 
score that goes through switches, 
through many different social and 
sonic codes,” she said. “And the 
performance in the third section is 
from many different materials, one 
of which is an African-American 
debutante and cotillion balls.”

Schaal has brought her piece 
all around the country, and every-
where it debuts, she makes sure to 
connect with those personally im-
pacted by serving time. 

“In each place it travels we’ve 
been making contact in local re-
entry communities,” said Schaal. 

“It’s very important to us have au-
diences who would otherwise not 
be spending time together in the 
same room.” 

Schaal believes in the power of 
the arts to help formerly incarcer-
ated people, and particularly young 
people, with the complexities of re-
entry back into society, she said.

“Cornell talks so much about 
the importance of the arts in his 
personal process of re-entry, and I 
can’t speak to the experience of 33 
years serving time, but I speak the 
language of performance — that is 
the language we work in together,” 
she said. “And one of the things we 
work on together is how to begin 
doing more work in juvenile de-
tention centers in the state of New 
York, and building out a platform 
for folks, particularly young peo-
ple coming out of serving time in 
prison and having continued con-
tact with the arts.”

“Jack &” at BAM Fisher  [321 
Ashland Pl. between Lafayette Av-
enue and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.bam.
org]. Oct. 17–20 at 7:30 pm. $25.

OUTSIDE LOOKING IN: Actor Cornell Alston stars in “Jack &,” a play about a man adjusting to life after prison, opening at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music on Oct. 17. Christopher Myers

He’s the inside man
Play focuses on a guy’s new life after prison
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Please visit us at DrJohnWeigand.com

Join us for our special  
Educational Seminar on Hearing Loss

EYES
It’s perfectly clear why you should 
get your eyes looked at regularly.

TEETH
You know the drill when it comes 
to getting routine teeth cleanings.

HEARING?
Ensure you’re hearing your best 
with your annual hearing test.

Your hearing is an important part of your overall health.

Dr. John P. Weigand  
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

Doctor of Audiology, 
NYS Licensed Hearing 
Instrument Dispenser

Oct 19 • 10am–12pm
Downstate Medical Center 
Health & Sciences Building  
395 Lenox Rd, Lecture Hall 1A • Brooklyn
(Refreshments provided)

DOWNSTATE MAIN CAMPUS 
445 Lenox Rd, Ste J 
Brooklyn, NY 11203

DOWNSTATE AT BAY RIDGE 
9036 7th Ave, 2nd Fl, Rm 9 

Brooklyn, NY 11228
DOWNSTATE AT LEFFERTS 

840 Lefferts Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11203

FREE HEARING 
SCREENING 

for adults 
Expires 11/30/18.

718.412.9444

Space is limited. RSVP today!
Call today to schedule a  

complimentary hearing screening.

HEARING CENTERS
DOCTORS OF AUDIOLOGY
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IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

FT HAMILTON PKY

CHURCH  AV

CATON AV

LYNDEN BLVD
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PARK
SLOPE

FLATBUSH

NEW
UTRECT

BAY
RIDGE

SHOP

LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION IS OUR CONCERN!

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
He’s in the clear. 

The Feds dropped their 
case to deport undocu-
mented immigrant and 
former pizza delivery man 
Pablo Villavicencio on Oct. 
5, a spokesman for the U.S. 
Attorney’s Offi ce in the 
Southern District of New 
York confi rmed. 

A spokesman from the 
Legal Aid Society said its 
lawyers cheered the gov-
ernment’s decision to drop 
its case against Villavicen-
cio, whom they took on as 
a client after Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
agents detained him when 
he made a pizza delivery to 
Fort Hamilton Army Base 
in June. The spokesman 
added that the Legal Aid 
Society would continue to 
represent Villavicencio — 

along with lawyers from 
Debevoise and Plimpton 
LLP — in order to secure 
his legal right to stay in 
the U.S.

“We are glad that the 
federal government fully 
withdrew their challenge 
to Mr. Villavicencio’s 
hard-won release from im-
migration detention and 
his opportunity to pursue 
lawful status,” the Legal 
Aid spokesman said. 

The U.S. Attorney’s 
Offi ce originally fi led an 
Oct. 2 appeal challenging 
U.S. District Judge Paul 
Crotty’s  July decision  
releasing Villavicencio 
from detention and stay-
ing his deportation to his 
native Ecuador,  according 
to the New York Law Jour-
nal . But just three days 
later, the Feds withdrew 

the appeal for unknown 
reasons.  

Villavicencio’s case 
received  national  media 
 attention  after  Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment offi cers detained 
him while he was deliver-
ing food to Fort Hamilton 
Army Base on June 1 , with 
critics charging that Vil-
lavicencio’s detention was 
the result of ethnic profi l-
ing. 

A spokeswoman for the 
base claimed that Villavi-
cencio lacked the proper 
military identifi cation 
to enter it, prompting a 
background check and 
the subsequent discovery 
of an active warrant from 
the federal immigration 
agency, which it issued 
after Villavicencio failed 
to leave the country by 

July 2010, as ordered by a 
judge.

After he was detained, 
 Villavicencio — whose 
wife and two daughters 
are U.S. citizens — spent 53 
days at the Hudson County 
Correctional Facility in 
New Jersey  until Judge 
Crotty ordered his release 
on July 24. 

Gov. Cuomo weighed 
in on Villavicencio’s case 
on Oct. 5, saying that the 
government’s change of 
heart proved the delivery 
man did not deserve to be 
detained, and that he was 
targeted due to his immi-
gration status. 

“By dropping its ap-
peal of a court order free-
ing Pablo Villavicencio, 
the federal government is 
admitting what we already 
knew — that there was ab-

solutely no legitimate rea-
son to lock him up and take 
him away from his family,” 
Cuomo said. “ICE’s arrest 
of Mr. Villavicencio while 

he was doing his job was 
an outrageous affront to 
our New York values and 
raised serious concerns of 
ethnic profi ling.”

FREE AT LAST: Pablo Villavicencio, at left with Councilman Justin 
Brannan, no longer lives in fear of deportation now the the federal 
government has dropped its case against him. 
 NYC Council / John McCarten

HE’S SAFE AT HOME
Feds drop their deportation case against the 
pizza delivery man detained at Fort Hamilton
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Your neighborhood store to find warehouse prices!

Prices Valid Thru November 15th
Over 150 items to choose from
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Located next to BJ’s of Bensonhurst

1752 Shore Parkway, Brooklyn NY 11214 | 718-333-9463
Free convenient Parking - Open Daily
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Customer must provide a valid email address to receive discount. 
All prices and discounts subject to change, not responsible for typographical errors.
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
These students want to 
teach their professor a les-
son.

Hundreds of Brook-
lyn College students de-
manded on Oct. 4 that 
school offi cials fi re a fac-
ulty member over a recent 
blog post defending con-
troversial Supreme Court 
nominee Brett Kavanaugh 
— or any man accused of 
sexual assault during his 
high-school years.

The students gath-
ered on the college’s East 
Quad and insisted that the 
school’s administration 
fi re Mitchell Langbert, an 
associate professor at the 
college’s business school, 
who wrote that commit-
ting sexual assault in high 
school is part of being a 
man.

“If someone did not 
commit sexual assault in 
high school, then he is not 
a member of the male sex,” 
Langbert said in  the post 
on Sept. 27 .

In the same post, he 
said that sexual assault 
should be a requirement 
for future political and ju-
dicial appointees, and that 
Kavanaugh’s hearings 
were made a travesty by 
the Democrats, whom he 
referred to as the “sissy 
party.” 

“In the future, having 
committed sexual assault 
in high school ought to be 
a prerequisite for all ap-
pointments, judicial and 
political.  Those who did 
not play spin-the-bottle 
when they were 15 should 
not be in public life,” he 
said.

Several students voiced 
their disgust at Langbert’s 
online comments, saying 
that it made them feel un-
safe on campus.

“My main concerns are 
the risk and the danger 
that the female students in 
front of him are in,” said 
Sumaya Javaid, a junior 
at the college, adding that 
Langbert’s beliefs could 
make him judge his female 
students unfairly. “It gives 
an unfair advantage where 

he doesn’t respect women, 
so I don’t think he would 
be fair to a female student 
as much as he would be to 
a male student,” she said.

Another student agreed 
that Langbert should be 
fi red.

“I don’t think he should 
keep his job. He’s obvi-
ously a danger to the envi-
ronment, and if you’re go-
ing to be learning with a 
professor like that, you’re 
not going to feel safe and 
feel like you can actu-
ally learn anything,” said 
Naimah Munim, also a ju-
nior.

The organizer of the 
protest condemned Lang-
bert’s statements as sexist 
and dangerous.

“We unequivocally 
condemn Mr. Langbert’s 
sexism, glorifi cation and 
promotion of sexual as-
sault, and his calls for vio-
lence, as well as all legiti-
mate threats of violence 
from any member of the 
campus community,” said 
Corrinne Greene of the 
student group Young Pro-
gressives of America.

Greene read out the 
group’s demands, which, 
along with him being fi red, 
included an investigation 
into Langbert’s conduct 
during his tenure. They 
also demanded that the 
college should formally 
condemn the message and 
introduce mandatory anti-
sexual-assault classes for 
all college faculty and ad-
ministrators.

College provost Anne 

Lopes issued a statement 
on Oct. 3 saying that, 
while Langbert’s state-
ments were offensive, the 
Constitution protects his 
right to make them.

“I view the post as of-
fensive, obviously abhor-
rent, and contravening 
the fundamental values 
and practices of our com-
munity,” she said in the 
statement. “However, the 
First Amendment to the 
United States Constitution 
protects even speech that 
many experience as offen-
sive, such as the faculty 
member’s post.”

One sophomore agreed 
that while Langberts com-
ments were offensive, fi r-
ing him would be a last re-
sort, and that a dialogue 
would be more construc-
tive.

“I think terminating 
him should be the last 
thing. The staff and stu-
dents should sit down with 
the professor and have a 
conversation fi rst,” said 
Naim Nuvel. 

After the protest, col-
lege president Michelle 
Anderson released a state-
ment in support of the pro-
testing students.

“I want to add my per-
sonal voice to the chorus 
of condemnation of the fac-
ulty member’s blog post,” 
she wrote. “I fi nd his words 
repugnant to our values as 
an institution of higher ed-
ucation. His remarks con-
travene our commitments 
to diversity, equality, and 

SPEAKING UP: Students demanded that Mitchell Langbert be fi red 
for his recent blog posts defending Supreme Court Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh, and held a protest on the college’s East Quad on Oct. 4. 
He has since apologized, saying that the post was meant as satire. 
 Photo by Kevin Duggan

Brooklyn College students protest professor 
for defending sexual assault, Brett Kavanaugh

Crass dismissed

Continued on page 13
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Grand Opening
Saturday, October 13th

3839 Nostrand Ave. /Between Aves Y & Z/ 718-648-6888 OPEN 7 DAYS 2 Party Rooms Available
FLAMING GRILL & MODERN BUFFET - BROOKLYN         @FLAMINGGRILLBK         @FLAMINGGRILLBK

Buffet To Go Available For Takeout Priced By The Pound  |  Additional Parking Above ALDI Supermarket  |  GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

Grill 
& Modern

Buffet
Chinese, Japanese & American Buffet

$500
 OFF

ANY ORDER OF 
$60 OR MORE

Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Expires 10/31/18.

$300
 OFF

ANY ORDER OF 
$30 OR MORE

Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Expires 10/31/18.

$250
 OFF

Each Adult Dinner Buffet
LIMIT 8 PEOPLE

with purchase of a drink (each person)
Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Expires 10/31/18.

$150
 OFF

Each Adult Lunch Buffet
LIMIT 8 PEOPLE

with purchase of a drink (each person)
Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Expires 10/31/18.

10%
 OFF

FOR SENIORS, 
MILITARY, POLICE & 

FIREFIGHTERS
(MUST PRESENT ID)

Great Meals at Affordable Prices!
LUNCH: MON.-THURS.

Adults: $10.59 | Kids 3-6: $5.59 | Kids 7-10: $6.99

LUNCH: FRI.-SAT.
Adults: $11.59 | Kids 3-6: $5.99 | Kids 7-10: $7.39

DINNER: MON.-THURS.
Adults: $15.99 | Kids 3-6: $8.59 | Kids 7-10: $9.99

DINNER: FRI.-SAT.
Adults: $16.99 | Kids 3-6: $9.59 | Kids 7-10: $10.99

SUNDAY
All Day Dinner

Adults: $16.99 | Kids 3-6: $9.59 | Kids 7-10: $10.99

Beverages: $1.99
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Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

Fish n Chips
SPECIAL

$1299
INCLUDES CORN OR FRIES

with this coupon only

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

$29.75*$20.75 $26.75*

$39.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA

EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER82
 YEARS

New Corner Restaurant

     I
s Now Considered A Landmark

intellectual respect,” Mi-
chelle Anderson said in a 
statement. 

Anderson did not say 
whether Langbert would 
be let go, but said that she 
met with student represen-
tatives to see what steps 
the administration would 
take.

“This morning, I met 
with leadership from stu-
dent government, as well as 
student protest organizers, 
to discuss their concerns 
and to consider construc-
tive responses we could 
take together,” she said.

Langbert amended his 
post ahead of the protest, 
saying that it was meant 
as satire, along the lines of 
18th-century Irish writer 
Jonathan Swift, who ar-
gued satirically that the 
Irish should sell their chil-
dren as food to the British 
to get out of poverty.

“I wrote the following 
short blog in light of the 
defamation that Judge Ka-
vanaugh has suffered at 
the hands of his political 
opponents. It is intended to 
be taken in the same light 

as Swift’s claim that Irish 
children should be eaten. 
I was surprised to learn 
that some readers took me 
literally, claiming that I 
advocate rape,” he said in 
the amended post.

But students and fac-
ulty did not buy his expla-
nation, saying that even 
if he was sincere about it 
being satire, it was still 
not appropriate for him to 

joke about sexual assault, 
given the current national 
climate, according to one 
staff member.

“I don’t think as a straight 
male he gets to make satire 
about sexual assault. I don’t 
think it is his place,” said 
Hasan Ozcan, an acting di-
rector at the college’s Prepa-
ratory Center.

Ozcan doubted the hon-
esty of Langbert’s explana-
tion in light of other posts 
on his blog, which argue a 
range of conservative ideas 
and rail against Democrats.

“Clearly much of his 
blog has similar senti-
ments so I neither think 
that he is sincere in his 
comment that it was sat-
ire, nor do I think it’s his 
place to make jokes about 
someone else’s pain, that 
people endure their entire 
lives,” Ozcan said.

The college president 
announced that the col-
lege will host two public 
forums next week, which 
will allow for students and 
faculty to refl ect and learn 
from each other, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the 
college. 

Langert did not respond 
to repeated requests for 
comment by press time.

PROFESSOR
Continued from page 10

UNDER FIRE: Mitchell Lang-
bert, an associate professor 
of Brooklyn College’s business 
school, drew the ire of students 
and fellow staff members for 
his blog post saying that com-
mitting sexual assault was a 
part of being a man.  
 Brooklyn College
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serve a fair amount of 
blame for letting deterio-
ration happen as long as it 
has.” 

Levin echoed his  con-
stituents’ pleas to nix the 
idea of building a six-lane 
highway on the Heights’s 
historic walkway  dur-
ing reconstruction of the 
70-year-old triple canti-
lever as part of the city’s 
so-called “innovative ap-
proach,” and instead 
looked at laying down 
the asphalt on the nearly 
fully developed waterfront 
meadow’s multi-million-
dollar berms.

“Using parts of Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, that 
would be a shame, but the 
berm area, if that’s needed 
to do this less impactfully 
to the Brooklyn Heights 
neighborhood, it needs to 
be looked at,” said Levin, 
who took offi ce in 2010, on 
the radio show. “I’d like to 
explore any and every op-
tion that might be avail-
able.”

And on Tuesday, the in-
fl uential Brooklyn Heights 

Association followed suit, 
 coming out against the lo-
cal Department of Trans-
portation’s clearly favored 
option  of doing away with 
the Promenade for six 

years to make way for a 
highway, telling offi cials 
to take it “off the table” 
and go back to the drawing 
board, including  looking 
more closely at the park’s 

man-made hills  — which 
Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg said she would 
now do. 

“The innovative ap-
proach is a six-lane high-

way feet from peoples’ 
windows,” said the civic 
group’s executive direc-
tor Peter Bray. “Putting it 
where the berm is in the 
park would put it at a much 
greater distance and not at 
the same elevation as peo-
ples’ apartments.”

Bray also pointed a fi n-
ger at City Hall and the 
state for green-lighting the 
 much-maligned develop-
ment inside the park’s Pier 
1 and 6 , knowing full well 
that the polarizing residen-
tial towers and buildings 
would inhibit engineers 
from having suffi cient ac-
cess to the expressway 
when it fi nally came time 
to rebuild it. 

“I particularly hold 
the DeBlasio Administra-
tion and state responsible 
for allowing the developer 
to proceed on Pier 1 and 
Pier 6, knowing that this 
was coming down the pike. 
Those would have been 
ideal sites for construc-
tion staging,” he said. 
“It’s severely constrained 
a number of options, it’s 
narrowed the corridor in 
which the construction 
work can take place.”

In 2008, the state’s De-

partment of Transpor-
tation  planned to start 
repairing the then-only 60-
year-old highway by 2020 
 — two years after it ini-
tially promised — but ul-
timately put the kibosh on 
it, saying in 2011 that the 
massive project was too 
costly. 

And even then, before 
much of the lawn had been 
built, locals feared how the 
impending construction 
on the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway would inter-
fere with the park.

“The question remains: 
how much of ‘Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’ is going to be 
co-opted for construction 
access to support rebuild-
ing the BQE,”  said resi-
dent Bill Harris a decade 
ago . 

Nonetheless,  developers 
broke ground on their con-
troversial projects in 2013 , 
after  getting the green 
light from the city , which 
should never have given 
its approval if it thought 
about the predicament it 
would be in today, accord-
ing to Bray. 

“It’s not unexpected, 
the city does not do a good 
job of planning,” he said.

PROMENADE

QUESTIONABLE VISION: The view from the Brooklyn Heights Promenade to Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
which some local leaders said shouldn’t have been developed until the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway 
is fi xed.
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CATERERS

Bridal Expo 
Wed. 

October 24th 
@ 6:30pm

Sirico’s offers you a variety of Dinner, Cocktail,  
and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair. 

We can create any theme for your occasion with unique  
LED lighting options and special decor packages.

We are now taking reservations for private and corporate Holiday Parties
8015/23 13th Avenue • Dyker Heights • Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

OC
T. 

14
, 2

01
8

16

and insulation work prior 
to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency banning it 
under the Clean Air Act of 
1973.

 and is comprised of 
caustic fi bers that can 
scar the lungs and inter-
fere with breathing when 
inhaled, eventually lead-
ing to malignant mesothe-
lioma, a particularly nasty 
form of lung cancer. 

Among the fi ve defen-
dants was included engi-
neer Scott Schnall, 50, who 
Buildings Commissioner 
Rick Chandler perma-
nently banned practicing 
within city limits in 2017, 
after an investigation de-
termined Schnall had lied 
on applications fi led for six 
Kings County properties, 
 according to a Real Deal 
report . 

Following the ban, 
Schnall sued the city in 
Kings County Civil Court, 
alleging his banishment 

was issued in retaliation 
for a 2014 New York Times 
article, in which he was 
quoted stating the Build-
ings Department’s permit 
review and approval pro-
cess was “screwed up,” 
according to court docu-
ments. 

All fi ve developers were 
slapped with a 61-count in-
dictment, face up to seven 
years in prison on the top 
count of criminal posses-
sion of a forged instru-
ment, and are due back in 
court on Nov. 28.

ASBESTOS

strations  against a contro-
versial Flatbush Avenue 
development in 2014 . 

“Whenever Alicia Boyd 
enters the public square, 
she’s likely to employ a va-
riety of intimidating and 
obstructive tactics in order 
to shut down all opposing 
voices,” said Celeste Lacy 
Davis. “I’m especially dis-
gusted by the way a fake 
race card has been played 
in this instance.”

The latest showdown 

between Thomas and Boyd 
followed years of the two 
butting heads, often over 
his advocacy for new devel-
opments with market-rate 
and affordable housing that 
she generally opposed out of 
fear such complexes would 
force longtime neighbor-
hood residents from their 
homes.

In 2016, the activist or-
ganized a campaign that 
led civic gurus on Com-
munity Board 9 to boot the 
blogger from his volunteer 
post on the panel after she 
made similar accusations 
of racism to board mem-

bers and Borough Presi-
dent Adams.

“We complained to Bor-
ough President Adams, 
and petitioned the com-
munity board for his re-
moval,” Boyd told this 
newspaper. “And again we 
felt his removal from the 
community board would 
put his behavior to rest.”

But not all locals are 
cheering the blogger’s de-
mise — a Facebook post la-
menting Thomas’s depar-
ture from the website drew 
such comments as “Thank 
you, Tim” and “Alicia 
Boyd s----.”

BLOG

BY COLIN MIXSON
The driver who struck 
and killed two children in 
Park Slope in March re-
turned to Supreme Court 
on Oct. 3 for a hearing she 
later walked out of as a 
free woman after making 
bail last month following a 
 fi ve-month stint on Rikers 
Island .

Motorist Dorothy 
Bruns feels horribly 
about her deadly collision 
with 4-year-old Abigail 
Blumenstein and 1-year-
old Joshua Lew — which 
also injured three others 
including Blumenstein’s 
then-pregnant mother, 
actress Ruthie Ann 
Miles,  who later lost her 
unborn baby due to com-
plications from her in-
juries  — her lawyer Da-
vid Jacobs said after the 
hearing, but she refused 
to speak with this re-
porter herself while leav-
ing the Jay Street court-
house, running into a 
nearby parking garage 

to avoid answering ques-
tions. 

The defendant faces 
charges that include  a top 
count of reckless man-
slaughter  for  driving her 
car through a red light 
into the victims crossing 
Fifth Avenue and Ninth 
Street , after prosecutors’ 
investigation found that 
her doctor forbade her 

from getting behind the 
wheel due to her history of 
seizures, one of which she 
likely suffered at the time 
of the crash.

Bruns, however, plead-
ednot guilty at a May ar-
raignment.

 And the Staten Island 
mother continues to main-
tain her innocence, with 
Jacobs arguing his cli-
ent’s doctor cleared her 
to drive before the day of 
the deadly incident in a 
note he wrote saying that 
she could resume her job 
transporting large phones 
for the deaf — which the 
lawyer said the physi-
cian knew required her 
to drive — after seizures 
struck her in January.

The defendant, who 
shed the back and leg 
braces she wore to ear-
lier hearings in her lat-
est appearance before the 
bench, is expected to re-
turn to Supreme Court for 
another pre-trial hearing 
on Nov. 20.

FREE FOR NOW: Driver Doro-
thy Bruns is out on bail fol-
lowing a fi ve month stay at 
Rikers Island, and will return 
to Supreme Court next month 
following her Oct. 3 hearing.

Driver who killed Park Slope 
kids is silent after hearing
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406
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A champions networking event that honors top Brooklyn men

for their outstanding leadership and contributions to the community.

The event includes a business expo with networking followed

by a dinner and awards ceremony.

A CHAMPIONS AWARD & NETWORKING EVENT

PRESENTS THE 2018

El Caribe

5945 Strickland Avenue

Mill Basin, Brooklyn

TO NOMINATE, VISIT 

www.SchnepsCommunicationsEvents.com/nominate/

For sponsorship or exhibitor opportunities please

call Lori 347.225.3657

or email lpedone@schnepscommunications.com

KINGS

SAVE THE DATE: 11.14.18

NOW ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS 

Wednesday, November 14, 2018

6:00-9:00PM
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to Sanitation spokeswoman 
Dina Montes. 

 Local activists and pols 
protested the station be-
fore and since construction 
began in December 2014 , 
arguing that it will lead 
to increased truck traffi c, 
air pollution, and unearth 
toxic chemicals from the 
site’s history as a city gar-
bage incinerator that oper-
ated without a permit for 40 
years. 

 Construction on the sta-
tion was briefl y halted last 
year , when workers found 
asbestos — a notorious car-
cinogen — on the site. 

The station is part of 
the city’s Solid Waste Man-
agement Plan, approved by 
the Council in 2006, which 
mandated the city export 
waste by rail or barge from 
three private transfer sta-
tions and fi ve city-owned 
transfer stations rather 
than by long-haul truck 
trips, Montes said, adding 
that the plan is expected to 
reduce truck traffi c associ-

ated with waste export and 
slash greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 34,000 tons annu-
ally.

The district manager of 
the local Community Board 
11 declined to comment on 
the opening, stating that 
the board supported Sani-
tation’s original applica-
tion for the site.  

Longtime opponent As-
semblyman Bill Colton 
(D–Gravesend) took a defi -
ant tone, warning that the 

mayor will be on the hook 
for any harm it causes his 
constituents, and vowing 
to push to close the facility.

“Although Mayor De-
Blasio may have pushed 
this dangerous project on 
our community, now we 
will hold him fully liable 
for all the negative impacts 
we had anticipated will oc-
cur,” he said. “I promise 
that we will continue to 
fi ght for its fi nal closure, 
and we will prevail.”

Zigun, who is also the 
founder of the Coney Island 
Circus Sideshow. 

“I wish that they were 
restoring the theater as a 
theater, but there is no le-
gal way to require them to 
do that.”

The plans fi led by Pye 
Properties show that the es-
timated $60-million renova-
tion to the seven-story prop-
erty at Surf and Stillwell 
avenues will culminate in 
a hotel, spa, bathhouse, and 
retail space. 

The developers’ direc-
tor of operations, Eduard 
Yadgarov,  told New York 1  
that they plan to turn the 
space a 50-room boutique 
hotel,  adding that they also 
envision adding a banquet 
space, rooftop restaurant 
and lounge, and ground-
fl oor café — though none of 
those elements were listed 
in the plans fi led with the 
city. 

 This paper previously 
reported  that the develop-
ers were also fl oating the 
ideas of adding a rooftop 
pool; wooing the local Com-
munity Board 13 to move 
their offi ces there from the 

next block, where they cur-
rently sit above a strip club 
and next to the elevated 
train; and targeting nation-
al-level tenants, including 
Starbucks Coffee and cloth-
ing retailer TJ Maxx. But 
reps for the developer did 
not respond to repeated in-
quiries about current plans 
for the property by press 
time. 

The developers expect 
the hotel will open in 2021, 
according to the New York 
1 report.  

The theater has a storied 
history. It was built in 1925 
as the Loew’s Coney Island, 
and hosted Vaudeville acts 
in its heyday.  The Brandt 
Company took it over in 
1964, and the theater started 
showing X-rated movies in 
1972 in a last-ditch attempt 
to lure audiences . 

Kansas Fried Chicken 
mogul Horace Bullard pur-
chased the property in 1978 
hoping to convert it into a 
hotel and casino, but the 
state decided against allow-
ing gambling in the Peo-
ple’s Playground. The land 
baron then put the build-
ing up for sale and let it sit 
derelict for the next several 
decades,  drawing criticism 
from Coney Island advo-
cates  as the structure de-

teriorated and  became an 
encampment of homeless 
people .  

Bullard died in 2013, 
and a 2015 announcement 
that the city would scoop up 
other derelict Coney Island 
properties that passed to 
his family  reignited calls to 
seize the property through 
eminent domain  before it 
was eventually sold to de-
velopers in 2016. 

But Zigun said the re-
vamped property bodes 
well for the amusement ar-
ea’s future, insisting that 
the hotel and retail space 
will help drive more tour-
ism and business to the 
area — which could create 
enough foot traffi c to jus-
tify eventually adding an-
other theater to another 
part of the neighborhood, 
he said.

“Even though I’m a the-
ater person and I wish the 
theater was put back as a 
theater, it doesn’t matter — 
a prosperous Coney Island 
will build another theater,” 
Zigun said. “In order to fi ll 
a theater year-round, you 
need tourists year-round, 
and we don’t have that yet.”

Reps from the city Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission did not respond to 
an inquiry by press time.

Continued from page 1 

SHORE

WASTE NOT: The city’s controversial and years-in-the-making 
Southwest Brooklyn Marine Transfer Station in Gravesend, at 
Shore Parkway and Bay 41st Street, fi nally opened on Oct. 1. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

GARBAGE
Continued from page 1

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

Grammy Award Winner
CATHERINE RUSSELL  
& JOHN PIZZARELLI

BILLIE AND 
BLUE EYES

A Salute to Billie Holiday  
and Frank Sinatra

October 12, at 8 PM | $34

RIOULT DANCE NY with  
Tony Award Nominee 
CHRISTINE ANDREAS

 STREET 
SINGER – 
Celebrating the Life  

of Edith Piaf
October 27, at 8 PM | $34
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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