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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
He’s only a few notes from 
fame.

An East Flatbush singer 
is now gunning for the 
top spot on the television 
vocal competition “The 
Voice.” Haitian-American 
performer Zaxai beat out 
hundreds of other would-

be competitors to secure a 
spot on the show, but says it 
was luck that led him to au-
dition for the reality show a 
few months ago.

“I just happened to hear 
about it and showed up to 
the audition, and I kept get-
ting through and through 
and ended up at the blind 

audition,” he said.
At that “blind audi-

tion,” broadcast on Oct. 
8, Zaxai’s powerful rendi-
tion of Redbone’s “Come 
and Get Your Love” imme-
diately impressed celeb-
rity judge Jennifer Hud-
son, who will be his coach 

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
This bus depot is making a sharp 
turn.

A representative for a con-
troversial Bergen Beach transit 
company that operates out of a 
bus depot on E. 69th Street told lo-
cals at a recent civic meeting that 
the lot’s new owners are working 
to be better neighbors.

“We don’t want to be a distur-
bance, we want to be more in-
volved in the community,” said 
Gino Morales, operating man-
ager of New Dawn Transit, which 
runs a fl eet of school buses from 
its depot between Avenues X and 
Y, transporting special-needs 
students all over the city under a 
contract with the Department of 
Education.

Neighbors have complained 
for years that New Dawn’s buses 
overfl ow the lot onto local streets, 
 blocking driveways and double 
parking  for long periods, often 
 belching thick exhaust  as the 
poorly maintained buses idle il-
legally.

But now the company, which 
was  bought by Illinois-based Na-
tional Express in April 2017 , is re-
ducing its fl eet to make sure all its 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It was a vote of nein.

The nine members of 
Coney Island’s Community 
Board 13’s land use and 
zoning and housing com-
mittees unanimously voted 

to reject  plans for a Surf 
Avenue rezoning and de-
velopment that would dis-
place residents of 34 apart-
ments  at an Oct. 4 joint 
meeting at the board’s Surf 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 14Continued on page 12

Best of the 
spooky 

borough
BY BILL ROUNDY

The season of spooks and spirits 
is upon us! If you want to survive 
the upcoming plague of ghouls 
and zombies, you need a plan! So 
consult this list of upcoming ee-
rie events, starting 13 days before 
Halloween.

Vamp it up
The creepy 1922 silent horror 

fi lm “Nosferatu” — an unauthor-
ized take on “Dracula” — will get 
an extra does of drama when it is 
screened with a live score from 
the chamber orchestra Tenth In-
tervention. 

“Nosferatu” at Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–3468], 
www.videologybarandcinema.
com.]. Oct. 21 at 9:15 pm. $22.

Screen and shout
Join the cutting edge of enter-

tainment! Little Cinema presents 

Continued on page 6

ANIMAL ATTRACTION: Colorful costumes will be the order of the evening at the Park Slope Halloween Parade. 
 File photo by Jason Speakman

COUNTY OF SINGS: East 
Flatbush native Zaxai is ap-
pearing on “The Voice.”

NIGHTS OF FRIGHTSNew dawn

Singer competes on ‘Voice’Panel says ‘No’ to 
Coney housing plan
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depot vows to be 
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(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

( )

November 9th at 7 PM | $42

BLUES AND 
THE GOLDEN 
AGE OF JAZZ! 
Celebrate the joy of the blues and 
the golden age of jazz with Pianist 
& Vocalist NICOLE ZURAITIS and the 
MUSICTALKS Jazz Quartet

includes  
wine and 
cheese

November 3rd at 8 PM | $34

OH WHAT  
A NIGHT! 
CHARLES CALELLO & His Orchestra 
with Guest Vocalists NICHOLAS KING  
& TOMEY SELLARS
Spend an evening with former Four 
Season and acclaimed Music Arranger for 
most of the group’s top ten hits such as: 
“Sweet Caroline,” “Let’s Hang On,”  
“My Eyes Adored You,” and so much more.Co
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WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 11/30/18.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, Austin Air Purifi ers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
Kings Plaza is feeling the 
heat after last month’s ga-
rage fi re.

The Department of 
Buildings has issued vio-
lations to the owners of 
Kings Plaza Shopping Cen-
ter on Oct. 11 for illegally 
using its parking garage to 
store cars for local dealer-
ships — a practice brought 
to light when  the Sept. 17 
fi re damaged more than a 
hundred the cars .

Agency offi cials slapped 
Brooklyn Kings Plaza LLC 
with violations because the 
parking garage’s certifi cate 
of occupancy only allows 
for “accessory parking” for 
the mall — meaning shop-
pers and mall employees 
— and not for vehicle stor-
age, according to depart-
ment spokesman Andrew 
Rudansky.

A buildings-department 
inspector found multiple 
new cars being stored at 
the garage by auto dealers 
during an Oct. 11 visit, less 
than one month after more 
than 135 such cars were 
torched in an  alleged ar-
son  that caused an inferno 
to billow through the mul-
tilevel parking lot on Sept. 
17.

The owners of the build-
ing told the department 
that they are in the process 

of removing the cars, but if 
they remain at the site, the 
owners could be subject to 
more violations, according 
to Rudansky.

 Evon Stephens, a 
23-year-old Flatlands man, 
was federally charged with 
arson for allegedly start-
ing the blaze  two days af-
ter the fi re — which in-
jured 26 people, including 
20 fi refi ghters — but one lo-
cal community leader has 
cast blame on the owners 
in light of these violations, 
adding that issues regard-
ing fi re safety had come up 
at community board meet-
ings in the past.

“The seven-alarm fi re 
that almost devastated the 
garage is proof positive that 
if the agencies acted on our 
complaints, and if Kings 
Plaza management cared 
about our safety, the spaces 
would never have been ille-
gally leased, and the seven-
alarm fi re would never 
have happened,” said Com-
munity Board 18 district 
manager Dottie Turano in 
a statement.

In September 2016, se-
nior property manager 
Steve DeClara of Macherich 
Management, which runs 
the mall, told the commu-
nity board at its monthly 
meeting that the company 
leases a large part of the ga-

rage for new cars from the 
Brooklyn Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge Ram dealership on 
Flatbush Avenue between 
Utica and Fillmore ave-
nues, according to Turano, 
but insisted that the mall 
had no issues with lack of 
parking as a result.

And the recent efforts 
by the management to re-
move the cars was too lit-
tle too late, according to 
Turano.

“Simply put, they shut 
the stable door after the 
horse bolted!” she said.

The manager of the 
Brooklyn Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge Ram dealership, 
Daniel Del Negro,  previ-
ously told this paper  that it 
stores between 500 and 600 
of its inventory on the third, 
fourth, and fi fth fl oors of 
the parking garage.

Neither Del Negro or of-
fi cials at Macherich Man-
agement could be reached 
by press time to comment 
on the specifi cs of the deal 
they had to store unregis-
tered cars.

The city’s Offi ce of Ad-
ministrative Trials and 
Hearings will hold a hear-
ing on the violations in the 
coming weeks and deter-
mine whether Macherich 
Management will be fi ned, 
and if so, how much the fi ne 
would be.

NO PARKING: Three weeks after a fi re ripped through a Kings Plaza parking garage, damaging dozens 
of cars stored there by local dealerships, the mall has been charged with illegal vehicle storage. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

BURN NOTICE
Mall owners slapped with violations after 

fi re for illegally storing cars in garage
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
She puts the “fun” in fu-
neral home!

The director of a Green-
wood Heights funeral 
home hosts an epic annual 
Halloween party for her 
neighbors in the basement 
of her burial boutique. Do-
ris Amen — yes, that’s her 
real last name — said the 
Jurek Park Slope Funeral 
Home, at Fourth Avenue 
and 23rd Street, has been 
the perfect place to host 
her bash for more than a 
decade, because it allows 
her to bring the home of 
the dead to life.

“What better place to 
have a Halloween party 
than under a funeral 
home?” asked Amen, 
who lives in Brighton 
Beach.

The multi-room base-
ment of Amen’s building 
features a bar, pool table, 
casket room — where par-
tygoers sip on “drinks to 
die for” — and Halloween 
decorations she keeps up 
year-round.

The mortician pays for 
the annual soiree herself, 
shelling out hundreds to 
cook huge trays of eggplant 
parmesan, baked ziti, and 
tortellini alfredo — which 
she serves on top of a cof-
fi n.

And the bash’s nearly 
200 guests dance off the 
Italian cuisine by rock-
ing out to tunes by local 
seven-piece rock band 
London Fogg until the 
sun rises. The band’s lead 
singer said the septet has 
played the gig annually 
for more than fi ve years, 
adding that the creepy set-
ting gives the soiree a spe-
cial touch.

“Everybody dresses up, 
she takes pictures of peo-
ple in costume in the cof-
fi n and stuff like that,” said 
John Reinhart. “It’s a very 
unique party.”

The death director de-
lights in welcoming the 
neighborhood’s diverse 
crowd to the festivities — 
as long as they’re in cos-
tume, and they’ve received 
an invite.

“We have people of all 

different cultures and re-
ligions and socioeconomic 
backgrounds and colors, 
and everybody gets along,” 
Amen said. “The costumes 
are unbelievable — peo-
ple start working on them 
right after the new year. 
But you have to know me to 
get in.” 

Amen’s long history in 
the neighborhood means 
many locals do know her. 
The born-and-bred Brook-
lynite has owned the fu-
neral home — and chat-
ted up her neighbors — for 
nearly 30 years, adding 
that the death industry 
complements her loqua-

ciousness.  
“It was the only funeral 

home I could fi nd that was 
for sale, and it was the best 
thing I ever did,” she said. 
“I love the business be-
cause I’m a people person 
and I never shut up — 95 
percent of the time you’re 
dealing with the live peo-

ple, and fi ve percent of the 
time you’re dealing with 
the deceased.” 

And her last name def-
initely helps business, 
she said. Amen even in-
corporated it into the li-
cense plates of her Ca-
dillac Roadster and her 
Maserati. 

“Having the last name 
‘Amen’ is an interesting 
concept — that’s why my 
cars have the license plates 
‘amen2tht’ and ‘amen2-
thz,’” she said.

Amen said she hosts two 
services a week, and claims 
to offer the best rate in the 
city for a funeral: $2,000 for 
a one-day service, with a 
wake in a casket and cre-
mation in a cardboard box. 
She can offer such bar-
gains, Amen said, because 
she does it all herself, from 
moving bodies to dressing 
the deceased. 

“I’m a one-woman band 
here,” she said. 

Amen detailed the tri-
als and tribulations of 
working in the death in-
dustry in her memoir,  “I’m 
Dying to Tell Ya!!! True 
Tall Tales of a Brooklyn 
Funeral Director.”  

One local who attends 
Amen’s Halloween bash 
every year said he’s never 
met anyone quite like her. 

“She’s extremely 
unique,” said Jay Cusato. 
“She’s defi nitely a charac-
ter.”

Cusato added that the 
Halloween party attracts 
locals young and old, and 
is an annual highlight of 
the spooky season. 

“This is a party where 
anybody can go and have 
a good time — the fi rst 
time I went, there were 22-
year-olds and 80-year-olds 
hanging out,” Cusato said. 
“It’s just a good, fun time, 
and it’s a lot of neighbor-
hood people.”

In past years, Amen 
has arrived at her blow-
out dressed as a Jazz Age 
fl apper, Lady Gaga, and 
the Black Widow from the 
Avengers. This year, she 
plans to dress as German 
actress and singer Mar-
lene Dietrich at the Oct. 27 
bash. 

But readers should ex-
pect a forced exit if they 
arrive without an invite, 
Amen said. 

“All my pallbearers will 
be there, so if anybody is 
not supposed to be there, 
they are escorted out — in 
a nice way,” she said.

Mortician is the life of the party!
Undertaker hosts annual epic Halloween bashes at her G’Heights funeral parlor 

THE LIVING AND THE DEAD: (Clockwise from top) Doris Amen has thrown an annual Halloween bash for locals in the basement of her 
Jurek Park Slope Funeral Home for more than a decade. The hostess has dressed as a Jazz Age fl apper and Lady Gaga in the past. The 
party has strict rules, including that guests must arrive in costume — and with an invite in hand. Photo by Julianne McShane
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BAY RIDGE
SKIN & CANCER 
DERMATOLOGY, P.C.

DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D. 
GRACE LASELVA-CUTUGNO, RPA-C 

JACQUELINE LEVINE, RPA-C

9921 Fourth Ave, 
Brooklyn, NY 11209

MAIN: 718.833.7616  
COSMETIC: 718.833.2793

www.BayRidgeDerm.com

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Our Doctors are 
well versed in the latest 

Medical Treatments including 
Mohs Micrographic Surgery, 

Narrow Band UVB, 
Biologic Therapy

Botox & Facial Fillers 

Hair Laser Removal,  
Chemical Peels, 
Microdermabrasion, 
Fractional Resurfacing

Tattoo Removal,  
Sclerotherapy 
(Vein Treatment)

COSMETIC
PROCEDURES:

“ Join us every Tuesday for 
Cosmetic Dermatology”

ACNE  ECZEMA  WARTS

HEALTH 
NEWS FROM

DR. DAVID BIRO

Dear Dr. Biro, 
What can I do 

to keep my skin 
looking good 
in the winter 

months? 

It’s important to moisturize 
day and night to hydrate skin 
in the winter.
In addition one can exfoliate 
dry, fl aky skin to promote a 
fresh, radiant glow.
To this end a series of glycol-
ic or salicylic acid chemical 
peels or microdermabrasion 
can be used. There is little or 
no downtime, yet results are 
comparable to, and in many 
cases better than most high-
tech devices. The skin will 
feel smoother and appear 
more radiant. Fine wrinkles 
and brown spots are re-
duced.
These benefi cial effects 
can be maintained by topi-
cal creams like Retin A  and 
Alpha-Hydroxy Acids. .
Don’t forget to use sunscreen 
during the winter months, as 
the sun causes skin damage 
all year round, not only when 
you are at the beach.
Be sure to get your skin 
checked yearly, and for se-
vere dry skin cases, make an 
appointment with your der-
matologist to evaluate and 
treat properly.

W W W . B A Y R I D G E D E R M . C O M 
If you have a question 

for Dr. Biro please submit 
it through the contact 
button on his website.

You may see it answered 
in the next edition of 

“ask the dermatologist”

ASK THE 
DERMATOLOGIST

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
They really threw the 
book at this teacher.

A popular Canarsie 
high-school teacher says 
he was removed from his 
classroom by a squad of po-
lice and thrown into a pad-
ded cell in a psych ward, 
and then reassigned out 
of the classroom awaiting 
disciplinary procedures, 
all because of a video he 
posted on social media. 

Nick Russo is a teacher 
and sports coach at the Ur-
ban Action Academy, which 
is part of the Canarsie Edu-
cational Campus, a school 
that has been plagued by 
scandals and abysmal grad-
uation rates.

When he arrived for 
school on Sept. 24 at around 
6 am, ahead of the start of 
classes, Russo said he was 
confronted by more than a 
dozen uniformed cops and 
detectives.

He was then ques-
tioned for two hours about 
a video he posted online, 
in which he was playing a 
character wearing a Guy 
Fawkes mask and wielding 
a machete, talking about 
a “queen” — which Russo 

believes the school’s new 
principal, Fareeda Garcia, 
mistakenly took to be a 
threat against her.

“She thought that I was 
threatening her in the 
video, which is a blatant 
lie,” Russo said. “If you 
took a look at any videos on 
my pages it’s very clear that 
this is all performance.”

Russo said that the char-
acter is one he uses in his 
morality tale videos to repre-
sent the dark impulses of hu-
manity, and he even breaks 
character to make periodic 
disclaimers to avoid anyone 
getting the wrong idea.

Garcia and the Urban 
Action Academy declined 
to comment.

The teacher said he was 
then brought to a padded 
room at Kings County Hos-
pital for a nine-hour psy-
chiatric evaluation before 
he was eventually released 
without charges.

Russo has been reas-
signed out of the classroom,  
reporting each day to wait 
for more than six hours at 
the superintendent’s offi ce 
in Bay Ridge where he has 
been biding his time in a 
cubicle ever since, he said.

The city’s Department 
of Education told him to un-
dergo a medical examina-
tion on Oct. 16, but he does 
not know why he has not 
been let back into the class-
room, given that police re-
leased him on the same day.

A spokesman for the 
department, Doug Cohen, 
said that Russo has been 
reassigned pending an 
investigation, but when 
asked what exactly was be-
ing investigated, Cohen did 
not respond by press time.

Russo has called on his 
union, the United Federa-
tion of Teachers,  for help, 
but he has not yet received 
a response. 

A spokesman for the 
teacher’s union, Dick Riley, 
said that the union doesn’t 
comment on individual 
cases.

Russo admits that he has 
had disagreements with 
the new principal about his 
teaching style — which in-
cludes meditation, yoga, 
mindfulness, and rap mu-
sic — but he says he doesn’t 
go against the guidelines of 
the department.

The video he posted in-

TAKEN OUT: Nick Russo was removed from his classroom for a video he posted on Instagram.  
 Nick Russo

REASSIGNED
Popular high-school teacher removed 

and interrogated over social-media post

Continued on page 5
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The Incredible Acrobats from Hunan, China present their new show, “Dream Journey,” 
combining breath-taking acrobatics with drama and dance. Telling stories that will captivate 
your eye and your heart, they will lead you into a new and exciting world of physical artistry.

PR O G R A M S :
Prelude  Aerial Ballet  Ball Juggling Skill  Foot Juggling  Unicycle  Teeter Board  Human Strength Trio 

Hat Juggling  Kung Fu  Spring Board  Trapeze/Ring Skills  Hoop Diving  Set Sail  Jar Juggling  Plate Spinning  Silk Ballet

L & M Tours offers 
over 250 bus trips 
to USA & Canada 
departing from New York
City and provides 
bus charters to groups.

INDIVIDUAL PRICES
$89, $99 & $119

Prices include transportation, 
gift, lunch buffet & show

Buy 10 Get 1 Free

For information & reservations, please 
call L & M Tours 718-238-2284

6812 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220
www.lmtours.net, info@lmtours.net

INCRE DIBLE

Hunan Troupe - “Dream Journey”

Sunday, November 4, 2018 at 3pm  The Klein Memorial Auditorium, Bridgeport, CT

DON’T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE “DREAM JOURNEY” 
FIRST TIME ON THE EAST COAST, THE ONE AND ONLY PERFORMANCE

GROUP PRICES $59 & $79
Price includes bus, lunch, show & gift
Group Leader receives $400 Bonus 

+ Get 1 FREE after 40 paid, 2 FREE after 45 paid 
or 4 FREE after 50 paid per bus

SHOW FROM 

BRANSON 
MISSOURI

volved a character he por-
trays called Nightmare, who, 
along with his more friendly 
counterpart Dreams, is 
meant to teach his students 
about critical thinking and 
taking more than one per-
spective into account, ac-
cording to the teacher.

“I’m playing both sides 
of the fence and encourag-
ing my students to do their 
research and be proactive,” 
Russo said.

He said he had no vio-
lent intentions and that he 
included numerous dis-
claimers in the video say-
ing that the performance 
was an act.

“I stop in the middle of 
the performance, lift up the 
mask and say ‘hey guys it’s 
still Dreams, it’s me.’ It’s 
very clear that I’m teach-
ing through a perspective 
that I’m acting,” he said.

The video also included 
the caption which read, 
“Disclaimer: Please, keep 
in mind I’m a peaceful lov-
able ACTOR/ARTIST zero 
violence and/or negativ-
ity goes into my PERFOR-
MANCE.” 

The Friday after Russo 
was removed, some 30 stu-
dents gathered in a protest 
during the school’s lunch 
hour, chanting “Who do 
you want? Mr. Russo,” 
which escalated when 
classes were supposed to 
start up again, according 
to a senior at the school.

“When they blew the 
whistle to go back to class, 
about 80 students went right 
in front of his room. They 
called security trying to 
get us to class,” said the for-

mer student of Russo’s, who 
didn’t want to be named 
because of fears of retribu-
tions from the school.

The student left after se-
curity arrived but he heard 
from friends that four stu-
dents went into Russo’s for-
mer classroom and started 
fl ipping desks and trashing 
text books, refusing to re-
turn to class, according to 
the senior.

The following Wednes-
day, on Oct. 3, the school 
had a town hall at 11 am 

where the principal, along 
with the two assistant prin-
cipals and two other teach-
ers said that no student or 
staff had anything to do 
with Russo’s removal, ac-
cording to the senior.

Several students of Rus-
so’s have contacted the pa-
per to voice their support 
for the teacher, saying that 
while his teaching methods 
were unusual, he related 
to the students and really 
cared for them. 

A former Urban Action 

Academy student who had 
Russo as a U.S. history 
teacher and baseball coach 
said that Russo was en-
couraging and took extra 
time to help students.

“Mr. Russo isn’t a bad 
teacher, he always looked 
out for his students fi rst. He 
would take time to help stu-
dents if they had problems,” 
said Ronaldo Boswell.

Boswell, who is origi-
nally from Jamaica, said 
that Russo helped him un-
derstand American his-
tory and encouraged him 
to start playing baseball, 
even though he knew very 
little about the sport.

“I didn’t know nothing 
about baseball, he wanted 
to form a baseball team and 
he told me I should give it a 
try,” he said.

Boswell has since re-
ceived a scholarship to play 
soccer and baseball at Mon-
roe College, thanks in part 
to Russo.

“If it wasn’t for Mr. 
Russo getting me to play 
baseball, I don’t know if I 
would’ve gotten the schol-
arship,” he said.

Another former student 
said that most of her fellow 
students appreciated Rus-
so’s teaching style.

“Mr. Russo was amaz-
ing, I don’t know how he got 
into that situation. He’s al-
ways been a very open per-
son who talks to us about 
his passion for music. He 
was very approachable, but 
he still had the kids’s re-
spect,” said Jessica Pierre, 
whom Russo taught in her 
senior year.

One local mother said 
that the teacher went above 
and beyond to help her son.

“Mr. Russo is one of 
the nicest people that I’ve 
met, he takes a lot of his 
own time to tutor my son,” 
said Yvonne Washington, 
adding that she fears that 
her son may not pass his 
upcoming exams without 
Russo’s tutoring.

“Now that he’s not there, 
I’m thinking of taking him 
to a different school,” she 
said.

Pierre said that Russo 
was targeted because of his 
unorthodox teaching meth-
ods and that he was treated 
unfairly.

“He’s a really good guy 
so I really feel for him in 
this situation. He’s just not 
going with the status quo, 
so once you go out of that, 
they want portray you as a 
bad guy,” she said.

TEACHER
Continued from page 4

RESPECTED BY THE STUDENTS: Many of Russo’s students appreciated his teaching style, because 
he put in the extra effort to help them succeed, such as helping to put together a baseball team. 
 Nick Russo
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an immersive version of 
the self-aware slasher 
fl ick “Scream” at the 
Brooklyn Museum, com-
plete with dancers, re-
mixed video and sound, 
and people being dragged 
onstage to be killed — 
wait, no — it says “asked 
trivia questions.” Defi -
nitely not killed. 

“Scream” at Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000, www.
brooklynmuseum.org]. 
Oct. 25 at 7:30 pm. $25.

Prom hate!
Revive your high 

school days from the 
dead at “Prom From 
Hell,” a Halloween dance 
party at Littlefi eld — but 
this time you don’t have 
to sneak in the booze! 
The night will feature 
music from the 1980s to 
the 2000s, along with a 
costume contest, horror 
movies playing on the 
wall, and 100 pounds of 
candy. 

“Prom From Hell” at 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett 
St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus, www.littlefi eldnyc.
com). Oct. 26 at 10:30 pm. 
$10 ($7 in advance).

The bark side
Halloween’s biggest 

day starts early, with 
“The Great Pup-kin,” 
Brooklyn’s greatest ca-
nine costume contest! 
Forty lucky pups will be 
able to sign up on-site 
(starting at 10:30 am, $5 
admission fee), and ev-
eryone else should stake 
out a spot to gawk at 
pooches dressed in their 
fi nest doggy couture. 

Great Pupkin at Fort 
Greene Park’s monument 
steps (enter at Myrtle Av-
enue and St. Edwards 
Street in Fort Greene, 

www.fortgreenepups.
org/the-great-pupkin). 
Oct. 27 at 11:30 am. Free.

Wave of horror
Take a ride with the 

“Cthulhu Canoe Haunted 
Paddle.” The North 
Brooklyn Boat Club hosts 
a night of cosmic horror, 
with 30-minute terrify-
ing tours along the pol-
luted Newtown Creek, 
where cultists summon 
beasts older than hu-
manity from the fetid 
waters. Drinks, food, and 
a bonfi re await you after 
the tour!

“Cthulhu Canoe 
Haunted Paddle” at 
Boatyard (51 Ash St. at 
McGuinness Boulevard 
in Greenpoint, www.
northbrooklynboatclub.
org). Oct. 27; 6–11:30 pm. 
$45.

Final bash
Videology is shutting 

down, but the 15-year-old 
bar and screening room 
will celebrate its fi nal 
hours in style! The back 
room will screen the 
stylish 1977 horror fl ick 
“Suspiria” at 8:30 pm and 
10:45 pm ($22), while the 
front room will echo the 
movie’s candy-colored 
aesthetic, with special-
ity cocktails and an end-
less loop of Italian horror 
fi lms.

Videology [308 Bed-
ford Ave. at S. First Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 

782–3468], www.videolo-
gybarandcinema.com.]. 
Oct. 27; noon–4 am. Free.

Go-go ghouls
Burlesque dancer 

Beelzebabe brings the 
sexy and the scary to 
“Halloween A Go-go!” an 
evening of B-movie clips, 
dancing devils, costumes, 
and candy — with the hor-
ror hosts from the kiddie 
show “Ghoul A Go-Go.” 

“Halloween A Go-go!” 
at Sideshows by the Sea-
shore [1208 Surf Ave. be-
tween W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159, 
www.coneyisland.com]. 
Oct. 27 at 9 pm. $15.

Trick or street
The streets of Park 

Slope will swarm with 
tiny terrors during the 
Park Slope Halloween 
Parade! Join the beasts, 
or just watch from the 
sidelines as the monster 
masses march down Sev-
enth Avenue from 14th 
Street, then turn left 
onto Third Street, end-
ing at Washington Park 
and the Old Stone House. 

Park Slope Halloween 
Parade (Seventh Avenue 
and 14th Street in Park 
Slope, www.theoldstone-
house.org). Oct. 31 at 6:30 
pm. Free.

Playing doctor
Join the cast of the 

world’s greatest midnight 

movie at “The Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show Live Ka-
raoke Revue and Hallow-
een Extravaganza.” The 
Occasionalists live band 
will play through two 
karaoke sessions of the 
soundtrack, so you can 
sing alongside Dr. Frank. 
N. Furter, Rocky, Brad, 
and Janet, while dancers 
perform. Between sets 
will be a costume contest 
and raffl e, and the night 
benefi ts Park Slope’s Cen-
ter for Anti-Violence Edu-
cation.

Rocky Horror kara-
oke at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third av-
enues in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. Oct. 31 at 
8 pm. $15 ($12 in advance, 
$50 VIP).

The dead carpet
Dress up as a dead ce-

leb and a swarm of zombie 
paparazzi will snap your 
pic as you step into Free-
hold’s “Hollywood Dead 
Premiere Party,” featur-
ing live music, disc jock-
eys, and a costume con-
test for the best deceased 
look-alike —along with 
plenty of strong, spooky 
spirits.

“Hollywood Dead” at 
Freehold (45 S. Third St. 
between Wythe and Kent 
avenues in Williams-
burg, www.freehold-
brooklyn.com). Oct. 31 at 
8 pm. Free with RSVP.

SCARY AND HAIRY: (Above) A tentacled creature attacks an 
innocent sailor in “Cthulhu Canoe Haunted Paddle,” on Oct. 
27. (Right) See doggies dressed as Prince and much more at 
the Great Pup-kin costume contest in Fort Greene Park on 
Oct. 27.  

Continued from page 1 

FRIGHTS

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The Brooklyn housing market is always scary, but at Hal-
loween, the haunted houses become terrifying! Here are 
four homes haunted by spirits that you can visit during the 
spooky season.

 
Final rest 

Check in to a cursed and condemned hotel Downtown, 
almost fully occupied with spooks and spectres! The New 
York City College of Technology will host its 20th annual 
high-tech haunted house “ The Gravesend Inn ,” inside its 
Voorhees Theater for the two weeks before Halloween. 
This year’s creepy adventure will feature the spirits of de-
parted Native American women, returning with a terrify-
ing message! The show is low on blood, but not appropriate 
for younger than age 10. 

The Gravesend Inn at the Voorhees Theater, New York 
City College of Technology (186 Jay St. at High Street Down-
town, www.citytechtheatreworks.org/gravesendinn). Oct. 
19–20 and Oct. 25–31 at various times. $10 ($5 students). 

A Lott to fear! 
Costumes are required at “A Haunting at Hendrick’s 

House,” a Halloween-themed cocktail party at the historic 
home in Marine Park on Oct. 20. Spirits of the liquid vari-
ety will fl ow all night, while you nosh on hors d’ouevres in 
the 18th century farmhouse’s original parlor. 

“A Haunting at Hendrick’s House” at the Hendrick I. 
Lott House (1940 E. 36th St. between Fillmore Avenue and 
Avenue S in Marine Park, (718) 375–2681, www.lotthouse.
org). Oct. 20; 7–10 pm. $75. 

Boys in boo!
New York’s Scariest will provide the thrills at a subter-

ranean haunted house located beneath the 78th Precinct 
Station House. Police offi cers will lead brave locals on a 
tour of the haunted house, which will be fi lled with creepy 
statues, costumed cops, and ghoulish gizmos.

Haunted House at the 78th Precinct station house [65 
Sixth Ave. between Dean and Bergen streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 636–6411]. Oct. 26–30, 4–9 pm. Free.

What a trill! 
Just before Halloween, check out the borough’s most 

spooktacular musical performances, in the creepy confi nes 
of the Brooklyn Music School, whose staff and students have 
not only scared little kids at this event for six years, but 
schooled them as well, said its executive director. 

“The Brooklyn Music School has been around for 109 
years, it’s kind of a spooky glimpse into who we are and what 
we do,” said Piruz Partow. “You won’t just get a little scared 
but also may be able to learn something, be able to try the dif-
ferent instruments.”

On Oct. 28, brave adults and kids can “schtick-or-treat” 
through four fl oors of the Fort Greene building, where Hal-
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houses in Brooklyn

Continued on page 8
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Your neighborhood store to find warehouse prices!

Prices Valid Thru November 15th
Over 150 items to choose from
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Located next to BJ’s of Bensonhurst

1752 Shore Parkway, Brooklyn NY 11214 | 718-333-9463
Free convenient Parking - Open Daily
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Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

Fish n Chips
SPECIAL

$1299
INCLUDES CORN OR FRIES

with this coupon only

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

BY ANTHONY ROTUNNO
He just loves this rapper’s 
fl ashy ways!

A Brooklyn artist re-
submitted his proposal 
to co-name a Clinton Hill 
street after the late lo-
cal hip-hop legend, Chris-
topher “Biggie Smalls” 
Wallace, at a meeting of 
Community Board 2’s 
Transportation Commit-
tee on Oct. 18, according 
to information from the 
board received before this 
newspaper went to press 
on Oct. 17.

LeRoy McCarthy — 
who, with the blessing of 
state transit offi cials, re-
cently installed “Respect” 
signs in Crown Heights’s 

Franklin Street subway 
station as a tribute to the 
late singer Aretha Frank-
lin — is proposing to chris-
ten St. James Place be-
tween Gates Avenue and 
Fulton Street as “Chris-
topher Wallace Way,” 
roughly fi ve years after he 
fi rst suggested the honor, 
which local leaders in 2013 
chose not to pursue due 
to some community mem-
bers’ objections.

The artist will present 
his case along with a letter 
supporting the initiative 
from Clinton Hill Coun-
cilwoman Laurie Cumbo, 
who noted Wallace grew 
up on the block that could 
bear his name, and that 

he continues to infl uence 
local and popular culture 
long after his fatal 1997 
shooting at 24-years-old.

“He was a Brooklyn 
icon then, and remains one 
to this day,” Cumbo, who 
took offi ce in 2014, wrote 
in the letter. 

Last year, the board’s 
Executive and Parks Com-
mittees unanimously 
voted to approve  naming 
basketball courts at Fulton 
Street’s Crispus Attucks 
Playground for the rapper  
— despite complaints from 
some locals,  including one 
Fort Greener who said do-
ing so would endorse “that 
he stood for drugs and car-
rying illegal guns.” 

LIFE AFTER DEATH: Community Board 2 is reconsidering a proposal to co-name a Clinton Hill street 
after rapper and native son Christopher “Biggie Smalls” Wallace roughly fi ve years after local leaders 
did not move forward with a similar tribute. Associated Press / Mark Lennihan

Honor encored
Panel is revisiting proposal to co-name 

Clinton Hill street for rapper ‘Biggie Smalls’

loween-inspired tribute 
bands, including “Scary 
Garcia,” “The Hateful 
Dead,” and “Radiodead” 
will perform for the guests. 
Visitors can also wander 
through classrooms decked 
out with a monster mash-up 
of Halloween and musical 

themes, including rooms 
for  Zombeethoven, Glenn 
Ghoul, and A Knife at the 
Opera. 

Musical Haunted House 
at the Brooklyn Music 
School (126 Saint Felix St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, www.brooklynmu-
sicschool.org). Oct. 28 at 3 
pm and 4 pm. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance).

HAUNTED
Continued from page 6

CHECKING INN?: The New York 
City College of Technology will 
hosts its haunted house “The 
Gravesend Inn,” starting Oct. 
19.
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
It was a hero’s tribute. 

Family and local leaders 
honored one of New York’s 
Bravest who died from 
9-11-related illness with a 
street co-naming in East 
Flatbush. William “Billy” 
Gormley, of Ladder com-
pany 174 in East Flatbush, 
was memorialized at the 
intersection of Flatbush 
and Flatlands avenues on 
Oct. 13 with the unveiling 
of a new street sign bear-
ing his name.

The ceremony paid trib-
ute to the brave fi refi ghter 
who served in the United 
States Marine Corps and 
was a fi rst responder rush-
ing to the terrorist attacks 
on Sept. 11, 2001.

In the aftermath, 
Gormley worked for weeks 
amid the lethal dust and 
smoke of the still-smol-
dering World Trade Cen-
ter rubble to help recover 
the remains of his fallen 
brothers, and as a result of 
his heroic efforts, he con-
tracted lung cancer, which 
fi nally claimed his life on 
June 14, 2017.

His colleagues and fi re 

truck from Ladder 174 
turned out at the corner 
on that crisp Saturday 
morning to pay tribute to 
their fallen brother, and 
went above and beyond ex-
pectations, according to 
his wife.

“It was textbook per-
fect. It was a lot bigger 
than I thought it was going 
to be,” said Lizanne Gorm-
ley, who was joined by her 
daughter Bridget, 27, and 
triplets William Jr., Ray-
mond, and Kevin, all 20, 
who came down from col-
lege upstate for the occa-
sion, and were in awe of 
the outpouring of honor 
and respect.

“They were just fl oored 
by the ceremony, I don’t 
think they’ve ever seen 
anything like that,” their 
mother said.

The unveiling was led 
by Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D–East Flat-
bush) along with state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Marine 
Park), and the bipartisan 
support was an encourag-
ing sign to Gormley. 

“Jumaane Williams 
had a really big hand in it 

and making it happen and 
Marty Golden did too, the 
two of them working to-
gether, which was really 
great,” she said.

The new sign graces the 
corner where the late fi re-
fi ghter grew up and where 
he would meet with friends 
when he was younger, ac-
cording to Gormley.

“They didn’t have cell-
phones back then, they 
just met at the corner,” she 
said.

She grew up just a 
stone’s throw away in Mid-
wood and the future cou-
ple’s paths crossed along 
the way.

“He grew up on Flat-
bush and I grew up on Nos-
trand, we went to the same 
high school. Our paths al-
ways crossed, so close but 
yet so far,” she said.

Throughout Gormley’s 
service — as a Marine and 
a fi refi ghter — he always 
remained selfl ess, accord-
ing to his wife.

“He was all about the 
community, he would 
never put himself fi rst, al-
ways was there to help any-
body,” she said.

PROUD: Lizanne Gormley and her daughter Bridget, 27, and triplets William Jr., Raymond, and Kevin, 
20, were overwhelmed by the street co-naming for their late husband and father at the intersection 
of Flatbush and Flatlands avenues on Oct. 13. Photo by Steve Solomonson

A fi reman’s honor
East Flatbush street is named for local hero
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PEPPINO’S

www.peppinos.wine 347.517.4706

Tito’s
Handmade

Vodka
JAMESON

JACK
DANIELS
WHISKEY

Mezcal
Joven
Ilegal

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Mayor DeBlasio would pre-
fer to turn the Brooklyn 
Heights Promenade into a 
speedway for thousands of 
vehicles to zip through the 
neighborhood instead of 
sending that traffi c down lo-
cal streets during the loom-
ing repairs to the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway, 
he announced on Oct. 12.

“It will defi nitely have a 
big impact, but I think it’s 
the way to address the big-
ger problem once and for all, 
and as quickly as we can,” 
Hizzoner told WNYC radio 
host Brian Lehrer during 
an episode of the journal-
ist’s eponymous show. “It’s 
a painful approach, it will 
defi nitely create a lot of in-
convenience for people — I 
don’t want to underesti-
mate what impact it would 
have.”

Last month, the city’s 
Department of Transporta-

tion unveiled two options 
for repairing the 70-year-
old triple-cantilevered por-
tion of the expressway be-
tween Atlantic Avenue and 
Sands Street: Either  close 
the fabled walkway above 
it for no less than six years 
to make way for a six-lane 
highway , or reconstruct 
the three-tiered road-
way lane-by-lane, causing 
traffi c jams that offi cials 
warned could stretch for 
up to 12 miles.

Both options would cost 
more than $3 billion, nearly 
double what agency lead-
ers originally predicted, 
and reconstructing the 
expressway lane-by-lane 
would still require closing 
the Promenade, but likely 
only for up to two years, ac-
cording to transit offi cials.

Brooklyn Heights resi-
dents and pols, however, 
overwhelmingly opposed 
the plan to replace the 

walkway with a six-lane 
highway — not least be-
cause they claimed the 
cars, trucks, and busses 
that would travel it would 
rush  past some area apart-
ments at eye-level  — and 
demanded Transportation 
Department bigwigs go 
back to the drawing board 

and come up with more op-
tions that wouldn’t require 
ripping out the Promenade, 
including potentially pav-
ing over parts of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park in order to re-
route vehicles along the 
green space.

But many locals worried 
the city already made the 
choice to turn the walkway 
into a speedway shortly 
after announcing the two 
repair options under con-
sideration,  the executive 
director of civic group the 
Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion told transit offi cials 
last month .

And the mayor coming 
out in favor of the plan to 
temporarily destroy the 
Promenade, which offi -
cials promised to rebuild 
if they demolish it to fi x 
the expressway, has only 
stoked those fears — and 
came as a slap in the face 
to residents advocating for 

another solution, accord-
ing to the Heights Associa-
tion’s president.

“At a time when the 
BHA has been trying to 
meet again with the DOT 
to urge serious consider-
ation of alternatives to its 
two proposals, the mayor 
makes it clear that the city 
does not care to hear our 
community’s opinion,” 
said Martha Bakos Dietz. 
“His reference to the DOT’s 
alternative plan as a band-
aid approach is conde-
scending and dismissive of 
the very real consequences 
to Brooklyn Heights of an 
approach that would place 
six lanes of highway traf-
fi c in close proximity to a 
historic district, and its al-
most 2-centuries-old build-
ings.”

The piecemeal approach 
to repairing the triple can-
tilever could take nearly 
a decade to complete once 

workers begin the job 
sometime in 2020 or 2021 — 
making it virtually impos-
sible to fi nish before 2026, 
the year experts predict 
the expressway will start 
to suffer irreparable dam-
age under the weight of the 
thousands of trucks that 
travel it daily.

And that’s why getting 
the job done as fast as pos-
sible by paving over the 
Promenade is the better of 
the two “painful” options, 
according to DeBlasio.

“One would cause a 
huge number of vehicles to 
go through the streets of 
Brooklyn and clog up resi-
dential areas and business 
areas, and I think that’s ex-
traordinarily problematic. 
It would also take longer — 
several years longer — to 
achieve the change in the 
BQE,” he said. “The other 
is kind of the pull-the-band-
aid off approach.”

RIP IT UP: Mayor DeBlasio 
would rather replace the Prom-
enade with a speedway for ve-
hicles, he said on Oct. 12. 
 File photo by Trey Pentecost

Mayor puts the Promenade in peril
DeBlasio says replacing Heights walkway with highway is better option for fi xing BQE
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Avenue offi ce. The devel-
opers — Ronny Winiarski, 
along with his father, Da-
vid, and his brother, Nativ, 
all of Winiarski Entities 
— lacked a clear plan for 
where the current tenants 
would go once demolition 
began, according to one 
board member.

“What are you going 
to do with them if you’re 
throwing them out of these 
houses that they’ve been in 
for so long?” asked Wanda 
Feliciano. “You’re moving 
the people out and you don’t 
know where you’re going to 
put them.” 

The 80-unit development 
would include the demoli-
tion of buildings on four 
lots that the family cur-
rently owns on the block 
between W. 22nd and 23rd 
streets, including at 3016 
and 3022 W. 22nd St., and 
3017 and 3023 W. 23rd St. 

The developers are also 
seeking a zoning change for 
the lots to match the nearby 
Special Coney Island Dis-
trict, which was upzoned in 
2009 to allow for six-to-10-

story buildings, so the plan 
has to go through the city’s 
year-long Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure, 
which involves review by 
the community board, the 
borough president, the City 
Planning Commission, and 
the Council. 

That process kicked off 
with  a brief presentation by 
Winiarski’s attorney, Rich-
ard Lobel, at CB13’s full 
board meeting on Sept. 26, 
when board members and 
the board chairwoman de-
manded more information 
about the development  and 
asked that they come to the 
Oct. 4 meeting. 

The new building would 
include a 12-story tower 
facing W. 22nd Street and 
a fi ve-story tower facing W. 
23rd Street, both of which 
would be connected by a 
one-story retail strip, the 
developers said, adding 
that the building will fea-
ture space for 40 parking 
spots split between the roof 
of the commercial strip and 
the second story of the two 
towers. Winiarski also said 
every unit would have a 
balcony, and rents would be 
“affordable for a Brooklyn 
family,” with units starting 
at around $1,100. 

Winiarski stressed 

that the apartments in the 
buildings to be demolished 
are mostly small studios — 
allegedly 200 or 300 square 
feet — with few families as 
current tenants.

“Are there families that 
live in these buildings? 
Very, very few,” he said. 

But Feliciano said she 
knows of families who live 
in the buildings. 

“I walk by there all the 
time and kids play in those 
lots,” she said. 

The developer noted 
that, by law, he would have 
to pay a stipend to dis-
placed tenants in the rent-
regulated 15 units to assist 
them with moving costs 
and future rent payments. 

“If they’re rent regu-
lated, that means I would 
have to give them a stipend 
so they could afford a simi-
lar apartment in a similar 
area and it’d be required 
by the demolition applica-
tion,” Winiarski said. 

Winiarski said he didn’t 
know how much he would 
have to pay the tenants, but 
that he would “look into it.” 
He did not reply to repeated 
inquiries by press time. 

A spokesman for the 
state Department of Hous-

ing and Community Re-
newal, which oversees rent-
regulated housing, said the 
agency would notify ten-
ants about the possibility 
of the demolition ahead of 
time, adding that it would 
use a standard formula 
to determine the stipends 
owed to the tenants by the 
owner.

When board chair-
woman JoAnn Weiss asked 
if the tenants would be re-
located within the commu-
nity, Winiarski’s attorney, 
Richard Lobel, didn’t have 
an answer. 

Instead, Lobel pointed 
out that 10 of the building’s 
20 affordable units — which 
would be mandated by the 
city’s mandatory inclusion-
ary housing program — 
would be set aside for resi-
dents of Community Board 
13. But tenants displaced 
by the project would not get 
preferential access to those 
units — they would have to 
apply through a lottery like 
anyone else. 

Lobel said the 20 af-
fordable units would be re-
served for tenants making 
60 percent or lower of the 
area median income, which 
would be $43,860 or less for 

a one-person household, or 
$62,580 for a family of four, 
 according to the city De-
partment of Housing Pres-
ervation and Development . 
And eight of the 20 units 
would be earmarked for 
tenants making 40 percent 
or lower of the area median 
income, which would be 
$29,240 or less for a one-per-
son household, or $41,720 or 
less for a family of four.  

The chief of staff for 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island) told the 
developers that the local 
pol was concerned about 
the lack of specifi cs regard-
ing where, when, and how 
the current tenants would 
be relocated.  

“Relocation plans seem 
to have gotten less specifi c 
since the last time we met, 
which is very concerning,” 
said Anna Scaife. “We have 
really severe concerns.”

The full board will vote 
on the rezoning at its Oct. 
24 meeting.

Community Board 13 
general meeting at Educa-
tion Hall at the New York 
Aquarium (602 Surf Ave. 
between West Fifth Street 
and Shell Road) Oct 24 at 
7 pm. 

SURF

UNITED FRONT: Community Board 13’s land use and zoning and 
housing committees unanimously voted to reject plans for a Surf 
Avenue rezoning and development that would displace residents 
of 34 apartments.  File photo by Steve Solomonson

Continued from page 1 
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

9:45 am
Topic pending

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Navigating home care options

12:00 pm 
Estate and long term care 
planning: 
What you need to know

12:45 pm 
Topic pending

1:30 pm 
Preventive care for seniors

Seminars will fi ll up. Reserve your spots now at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULEThe event will feature
informa tional seminars and more than 
50 vendor booths showcasing a variety 
of facilities, products and services such 
as assisted living, home care, pooled trusts, 
legal advice, insurance options, adult 
day care, audiology, elder care options, 
community wellness initiatives, 
and more.

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

Sunday, 
November 18th

9:30am–2pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE  Parking 

FREE  Lunch  if you register by November 7th
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Catering 
One Event at a Time 

 New State-of-the-Art Wedding 
Venue and Event Space in 
Brooklyn

Michelin Star Catering and Cuisine

Personally Customized Menus and 
Cocktails

Picturesque Gardens and 
Ceremony Space

Contact us for more information on our all-inclusive wedding packages: 
718.372.3031 or Tommy@rivieracaterers.com

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

buses can be parked within 
its lot rather than take up 
space on the streets nearby. 
It has already cut its fl eet 
from 229 buses to 209 in 
the past eight months, but 
plans to do more.

“One of our big goals 
is to de-fl eet. In the eight 
months that I’ve been work-
ing here we’ve removed 
20 buses and we are going 
to remove four more this 
month,” said Morales, who 
spoke at the Bergen Beach 
Civic Association’s meet-
ing on Oct. 9.

Many of the buses that 
were removed were deemed 
not up to National Express’s 
maintenance standards, 
Morales said, adding that 
the buses are checked ev-
ery 60 days to make sure 
they are roadworthy. 

Freeing up more space 
inside the lot will eventu-
ally provide parking for em-
ployees, according to Mo-
rales, who  currently park 
on surrounding streets, 
which is another complaint 
of locals .

The company has also 
made the f low of buses in 
and out of the lot more 
efficient by designating 
one gate as the entrance 
and another as the exit, 
Morales said. And he has 
hired a full-time mainte-
nance worker to keep the 
depot and the surround-

ing streets clean, in an 
effort to address neigh-
bors’ complaints about 
litter.

Another longtime com-
plaint Morales aims to fi x 
is driver speed and safety. 
 In 2014,  one local father 
used a radar gun to check 
the speed of the departing 
buses and told this paper 
he clocked one bus zooming 
down E. 69th at 48 miles per 
hour in a 30-mile-per-hour 
zone .

Morales said he has 
equipped every New Dawn 
bus with a global position-
ing system tracker and 
cameras, which he moni-
tors closely.

“I can check buses if 
they are driving at a steady 
and reasonable speed and if 
a bus jerks, I get an instant 
notifi cation on my phone,” 
he said.

Also, Morales said he 
holds his drivers to strict 
safety standards, and won’t 
hesitate to fi re them for of-
fenses such as using a cell-
phone while behind the 
wheel.

“Safety is the big issue 
for us and we let go staff 
that don’t meet our require-
ments,” he said.

National Express has 
extended the lease of the 
lot until 2023 with the op-
tion for fi ve more years af-
ter that, said Morales, who 
was assigned to manage 
the depot for the next three 
years.

One community honcho 

was impressed with Mo-
rales’s presentation, saying 
that the new owners had al-
ready proven that the tide 
is turning.

“It’s a big improvement, 
especially when you con-
sider what the company 
inherited. Two years ago 
residents were screaming 
about it at meetings,” said 
Sal Calise, president of the 
Brighton Beach Civic As-
sociation.

Another local agreed 
that the new owners seemed 
genuine in their efforts to 
improve the situation.

“His presentation was 
sincere and he seems to 
be wiling to work with the 
community,” said Bergen 
Beacher Jerry Steib. 

CHANGING OF THE GUARDS:
The director of operations of 
the New Dawn Transit depot, 
Gino Morales, told the Bergen 
Beach Civic Association on Oct. 
9 that the company would re-
duce its bus fl eet and increase 
safety and maintenance ef-
forts. Photo by Kevin Duggan

BUS DEPOT

on the competitive singing 
show. Zaxai said he was 
thrilled to be chosen by the 
actress, singer, and “Amer-
ican Idol” contestant, be-
cause he admires her rise 
to stardom.

“I am a huge fan of all 
of the judges, but Jenni-
fer — she is the epitome 
of power and personality, 
and I’ve enjoyed watching 
her on previous shows and 
her story from not winning 
[‘American Idol’] to becom-
ing an actress,” said Zaxai.

The former choir boy 
grew up listening to a wide 
variety of musical genres 
and artists, including Ce-
line Dion, Michael Jack-
son, gospel music, Motown, 
and the sounds of his par-
ents’ native Haiti. He plays 

many genres and sings in 
six languages, working in 
the house band at the Rus-
sian nightclub Baku Palace 
in Sheepshead Bay.

Now that he has a na-
tional platform, Zaxai is 
proud to represent a new 
type of island talent hail-
ing from Brooklyn.

“I’m pretty excited be-
cause it’s been cool,” he 
said. “A lot of rappers come 
out of Brooklyn and it’s not 
often you hear about sing-
ers, and I’m from the heart 
of Brooklyn and I’m of Ca-
ribbean descent.”

His experience on the 
show has given him in-
valuable skills, some great 
friends, and a lot of experi-
ence with the pros and cons 
of showbiz, he said — but 
he still gets nervous before 
taking the mike.

“It’s been such a balance, 
but mostly it’s been so excit-

ing, full of nervousness, and 
anxiety,” he said. “There’s a 
time where the pressure is 
on and you have to trust in 
yourself and prepare, and 
I’ve been prepared since I 
was 12 years old. But when 
I’m on stage, the pressure is 
defi nitely there.”

If he ends up as a fi nal-
ist, Zaxai has some big 
plans.

“I’ve thought about it and 
haven’t at the same time, but 
I would take my parents to 
Haiti, and give a big thank 
you to everybody, because 
this whole journey is not 
because of me, but also by 
grace of God,” he said.

And if he falls short, he 
says he will forever remain 
grateful for the opportu-
nity and the connections 
he has made.

“The Voice” airs Mon-
days and Tuesdays on NBC 
at 8 pm. Free.

VOICE
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1 
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A champions networking event that honors top Brooklyn men
for their outstanding leadership and contributions to the community.

The event includes a business expo with networking followed
by a dinner and awards ceremony.

A CHAMPIONS AWARD & NETWORKING EVENT

PRESENTS THE 2018

El Caribe
5945 Strickland Avenue

Mill Basin, Brooklyn

TO NOMINATE, VISIT 
www.SchnepsCommunicationsEvents.com/nominate/

For sponsorship or exhibitor opportunities please
call Lori 347.225.3657

or email lpedone@schnepscommunications.com

KINGS

SAVE THE DATE: 11.14.18
NOW ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS 

Wednesday, November 14, 2018
6:00-9:00PM


