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BY COLIN MIXSON
The walls are closing in on 
Brooklyn’s largest open-air 
food market!

The foodies behind Smor-
gasburg are moving the out-
door festival inside for the 
fi rst time this fall, setting up 
shop inside a massive space 
within Fort Greene’s Atlantic 

Center Mall.
“This is the fi rst year we’re 

having a Smorgasburg indoor 
market,” said Eric Demby, 
who co-founded the food fair 
with Jonathan Butler in 2011.

The duo is kicking-off its 
four-walled version of the 
weekend grub hub on Nov. 3 
in a 25,000-square-foot space 

— which is roughly half the 
size of Smorgasburg’s al-
fresco venues.

Still, the co-owners 
said the spot has plenty of 
room for the roughly 20,000 
chowhounds who attend 
their outdoor events, the last 
of which this year is on Oct. 
27 from 11 am to 6 pm at Wil-

liamsburg’s East River Park.
The new fall-winter festi-

val will continue on Satur-
days from 11 am to 8 pm, and 
on Sundays from 11 am to 5 
pm, until its organizers take 
it back outside sometime next 
March, they said.

Smorgasburg’s Atlantic 

BREAKING A SWEAT: Smorgasburg co-founders Eric Demby, left, and Jonathan Butler are hard at work — literally — getting their new walled food 
fest up and running in Atlantic Center Mall. Photo by Colin Mixson

Continued on page 18

Vol. 38 No. 43 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

BY COLIN MIXSON
A virus spreading among local 
raccoons has infected twice as 
many critters in Prospect Park 
than previously reported, with 
up to 15 masked bandits now 
potentially serving as hosts for 
distemper — an illness fatal to 
dogs and other common pets — 
according to offi cials.

Five cases of distemper 
in raccoons from Brooklyn’s 
Backyard were confi rmed, up 

from  a reported two 
earlier this month , 
according to De-
partment of Parks 
and Recreation 

spokeswoman Crys-
tal Howard, who said 

the agency sent 16 animals to 
be tested, 10 of which it is still 
awaiting results for, and one of 
which did not have the virus.

In early stages, distemper 
produces cold symptoms in ani-
mals, including watery eyes, a 
runny nose, vomiting, and diar-
rhea. Later stages yield symp-
toms including a loss of brain 
function, which may cause in-
fected raccoons to wander aim-
lessly and become aggressive.

Humans are not suscepti-
ble to the virus, but man’s best 
friend is, and it can kill Fido if 
left untreated. Fortunately, an 
all-in-one vaccine preventing 
distemper, along with parovi-
rus, adenovirus, and other ill-
nesses, is available to pups.

But it’s up to their owners 
— a contingent of whom have 
shown resistance to such in-
oculations for fear of canine 
autism, according to some lo-
cal vets — to ensure their fur-
balls are up to date on the shot, 
which, unlike the rabies vac-
cine, is not required to get a 
pet license in New York State.

FOOD FEST FINDS 
TWO NEW HOMES

Distemper 
infects more 

Prospect 
raccoons

Pair of indoor Smorgasburg markets debuting this fall
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BY COLIN MIXSON
This playground is truly a 
green space!

Local pols and city sewage 
honchos on Monday snipped 
a ribbon to open a Park Slope 
elementary school’s new play-
ground, which they said will 
provide students hours of en-
tertainment — and prevent 
fl ooding.

“The new green infra-
structure is not only absorb-
ing storm water and helping 
to improve the health of our 
surrounding bodies of water, 
it is also providing a fun, safe 
place to play,” said Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection Commissioner Vin-
cent Sapienza.

The facility behind Sixth 
Avenue’s PS 282 is equipped 
with a drainage system built to 
annually suck up 1-million gal-
lons of storm water that would 
otherwise spill into the city’s 
combined-sewage-overf low 
system, which during heavy 

precipitation dumps rainwa-
ter, along with liquid waste 
fl ushed down local toilets, into 
the nearby Gowanus Canal — 
a  Superfund site  tainted with 
 sexually transmitted diseases , 
 poo , and other fi lth, where the 
Feds are years into a cleanup 
project that requires the in-
stallation of  two multi-mil-
lion-gallon storage tanks  that 

will hold future storm-water 
runoff not absorbed beneath 
the playground.

Most visitors to the new 
fun zone between Lincoln 
and Berkley places, however, 
will hardly notice its vaunted 
drainage infrastructure, 
which is really nothing more 
than a collection of crushed 
rocks and perforated pipes 

lurking just below the play-
ground’s synthetic-turf-cov-
ered surface.

Instead, visitors’ attention 
will likely be captured by the 
recreation space’s new above-
ground amenities, which in ad-
dition to the turf fi eld include 
a track, benches, a basketball 
court, and a spray fountain, as 
well as various new trees and 
other freshly planted green 
things.

The new facility —  which 
workers started constructing 
in July  to replace the school’s 
previous blacktop playground 
— received $350,000 in fund-
ing from the Environmental 
Protection Department, with 
Park Slope Councilman Brad 
Lander chipping in another 
$250,000 to build the space, 
which the pol described as a 
huge improvement over the 
old asphalt.

“I’m thrilled that a green 
playground has now opened to 
replace the lot,” Lander said.

PLAY DAY: From left, Department of Environmental Protection Commis-
sioner Vincent Sapienza, Brooklyn Parks Commissioner Marty Maher, and 
Park Slope Councilman Brad Lander joined PS 282 faculty and students 
at the grand opening of the learning house’s new playground.

A Boerum Hiller created this 
spooky Halloween display out-
side her Bergen Street home 
between Bond and Nevins 
streets, featuring a pumpkin 
“patient” bleeding from its 
marshmallow-toothed mouth 
while being treated by a gourd 
“dentist” and a squash “dental 
hygienist.” The setup, which 
the crafty resident used real 
dental tools and equipment to 
make, serves as a reminder to 
neighborhood youngsters to 
savor their trick-or-treating 
candy sparingly — or risk the 
frightening prospect of devel-
oping cavities from bingeing 
on too many Halloween treats.
 Photo by Julianne Cuba 

It puts the ‘fun’ in functional

Scary 
sweet!

Playground built to combat fl ooding opens at Slope school
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By Julianne McShane

Take a cruise to the “Tropics!”
The latest production from Park 

Slope’s Gallery Players, “Anna in 
the Tropics,” is a magnificent medita-
tion on the nature and power of desire, 
filled with passionate performances and 
complex characters. The Pulitzer Prize-
winning drama, written by Nilo Cruz and 
directed here by Mark Gallagher, plays 
through Nov. 4, and you should catch it 
while you can.

The play is set in a 1929 Florida cigar 
factory owned by Santiago, a well-mean-
ing family man with drinking and gam-
bling problems (played by Peter Tedeschi), 
his level-headed wife, Ofelia (Rebecca 
Smith), and his hapless but power-hun-

gry half-brother, Cheché (Sergio Mauritz 
Ang). 

Cheché unsuccessfully tries to bring 
change to the factory, seeking to replace 
the workers with machines and to get rid 
of the newly arrived lector, Juan Julian (an 
exceptional Fabricio Santos), who reads 
aloud from Leo Tolstoy’s novel “Anna 
Karenina” to keep the workers entertained 
as they roll leaves around tobacco. 

Juan Julian’s love for literature 
enchants Ofelia and her two daughters, 
Conchita and Marela, and the women 
spend their workdays lost in the sound of 
his voice, letting themselves be carried 
from the heat of the Florida factory to the 
snowy streets of St. Petersburg. The book 
begins to reflect the workers’ dreams and 

struggles, and they both explode with 
love, jealousy, and desire.

The two sisters are the heartbeat of 
this play. Marela, a young idealist, dreams 
of visiting Russia in real life, and har-
bors a harmless crush on Juan Julian. 
Actress Maylin Castro is perfect in the 
role, playing Marela as a strong and sassy 
woman who is not afraid to dream big. As 
Conchita, who also harbors a forbidden 
love for Julian, Abbi Hawk is excellent, 
and she and Santos have a wonderful 
chemistry, sharing a convincing love for 
language and literature. 

Tedeschi and Smith — playing the 
girls’ parents, Santiago and Ofelia — 
offer equally memorable portrayals, 
powered by passion and strong senses of 

their characters. 
The remaining men fare less well: 

Sergio Mauritz Ang as Cheché, and John 
Squires as Conchita’s husband Palomo, 
both seems unsure in their roles, playing 
relatively one-note characters, without 
the complexity that make the other roles 
so compelling. 

Those quibbles aside, the show is great 
— a sweeping story of passion that will 
leave you fully satisfied. 

“Anna in the Tropics” at Gallery Players 
(199 14th St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 595–0547, 
www.galleryplayers.com). Oct. 25–Nov. 4; 
Wed–Fri at 8 pm; Sat, 2 pm and 8 pm; 
Sun at 3 pm.  $25 ($20 seniors and kids 
under 12).

Forbidden love: Conchita (actress Abbi Hawk, center) and 
Juan Julian (Fabricio Santos, right) make a compelling pair of 
star-crossed lovers in “Anna in the Tropics,” playing through 
Nov. 4 at Gallery Players. Steven Pisano

Passion play
‘Anna in the Tropics’ a hit for Gallery Players 
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
This port is anchored down — 
for now.

The Red Hook Container 
Terminal will likely keep its 
waterfront home for the next 
decade, according to the ship-
ping facility’s head honcho, 
who last week signed paper-
work that extends its lease 
on the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey–owned 
site for fi ve years, and offers a 
second extension at the end of 
that term.

“Thanks to the strategic vi-
sion of leadership at the Port 
Authority, as well as the sup-
port of local stakeholders, an 
agreement has been reached 
that will continue the termi-
nal’s growing economic con-
tribution to the region,” said 
Mike Stamatis, who runs Red 
Hook Container Terminal, 
LLC.

Fears over the port’s fate 
swirled after Gov. Cuomo  in 
his January State of the State 
speech  commanded bigwigs 
at the bi-state Authority to 
ship the maritime business 
— which operates on several 
piers from the foot of Carroll 
Street to Atlantic Avenue — 
down to Sunset Park’s South 
Brooklyn Marine Terminal, 
 in order to free up the Red 
Hook waterfront for potential 
development .

Cuomo’s request renewed 
worries about the terminal 
that sprang forth roughly a 
year ago, after  the Authority’s 
chief publicly revisited a long-
talked-about plan to sell the 
piers  to generate income that 
reps for the agency claimed it 
desperately needed.

Locals and pols voiced 
grave concerns at the possibil-
ities of moving and closing the 
Red Hook Container Termi-
nal, however, with Democratic 
Red Hook Rep. Jerrold Nadler 
telling this newspaper that 
the facility — which annually 
unloads about 60,000 contain-
ers fi lled with cargo that in-
cludes produce, cars, and beer 
— is a “key element in ensur-
ing that our port district over-
all retains its position of domi-
nance on the eastern seaboard 
of the United States.”

And with the lease re-
newal, there is no plan in the 
works to move the shipping 
operation further down New 
York Harbor any time soon, 
according to its spokesman 
Jordan Isenstadt, who noted 
the agreement gives terminal 
leaders the opportunity to ex-
tend their lease for another 
fi ve years when it expires in 
2023.

Isenstadt added that the 
South Brooklyn Marine Ter-
minal would not work as a new 

home for the maritime busi-
ness because it is not equipped 
to receive the massive con-
tainers the Red Hook port cur-
rently accepts, as its piers lack 
cranes, and the waterfront 
there is not deep enough to ac-
commodate certain vessels.

The deal that will likely 
keep the Red Hook Container 
Terminal in its longtime 
home for the next decade is 
good news for its nearly 700 
employees, and the dozens of 
businesses who rely on it each 
day, Nadler said.

“Needless to say, Red 
Hook’s container port is criti-
cal to Brooklyn’s economy and 
to our region’s overall ship-
ping capacity,” he said. “It 
must be preserved.”

But the length of the local 
shipper’s lease pales in com-
parison to other agreements 
between the Authority and 
similar facilities on agency-
owned land.

In faraway New Jersey, for 
instance, another shipping 
company’s current lease on 
an Authority–owned port in 
Newark doesn’t expire until 
2050, and other fi rms’ leases 
on agency ports in Staten Is-
land and elsewhere can run as 
long as 25 years, according to 
Isenstadt, who said that leases 
for a decade or half-decade are 
not uncommon.

STAYING PUT: Bigwigs at the Red Hook Container Terminal recently renewed their lease on the facility’s Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey Piers, assuaging fears they’d be booted from the spot to make way for 
development of the waterfront. File photo by Caleb Caldwell

BY COLIN MIXSON
A Democratic Ditmas Park 
lawmaker is pushing legis-
lation that would criminal-
ize non-emergency calls to 
911, arguing that gentrifi ers 
are weaponizing the hotline 
against their neighbors af-
ter a white woman falsely re-
ported a 9-year-old black boy 
for sexual assault last week.

“There are people across 
the country, and even right 
here in the people’s republic 
of Brooklyn, who are trying 
to weaponize the 911 system,” 
said state Sen. Kevin Parker, 
off-handedly referring to 
Kings County as a commu-
nist state while advocating a 
law that would give govern-
ment more control over citi-
zens on Oct. 18. “Currently, 
New York does not have any-
thing on the books that would 
make that behavior illegal.”

Parker introduced his 
911-misuse bill in August, 
in response to a number of 
white callers nationwide,  in-
cluding Park Slope’s “Door-
way Debbie,”  who reported 
black people for benign be-
havior over the summer.

And now he is demand-
ing Gov. Cuomo convene a 
special session of the state 
Senate to pass the legisla-
tion that he said is even more 
necessary following the lat-
est incident, which spread 
like wildfi re on the Internet 
after a local shared a video 
of the  woman calling 911 on 
the child for allegedly “grab-
bing her a--” inside an Alber-
marle Road bodega  — a claim 
she later apologized for upon 
reviewing the store’s secu-
rity footage, which clearly 
showed the boy’s backpack, 
not hands, brushed her back-
side.

Under Parker’s proposed 
law, any person found to have 
knowingly dialed the hotline 
to report a non-emergency 
would be slapped with a $900 
fi ne or get three months in 
prison, according to the pol. 
In the most-recent case, for 
instance, prosecutors would 
need to prove the woman 
— whom outraged Internet 
users dubbed “Cornerstore 
Caroline” as video of her call 
went viral — intentionally 
reported the boy knowing he 
didn’t actually assault her, 
he said.

“At the point an arrest 
is made … it’s up to pros-
ecutors to make the case,” 

Parker said.
Days after the Ditmas 

Park incident, District At-
torney Eric Gonzalez said on 
Twitter that his offi ce would 
investigate the woman’s be-
havior, but his spokesman 
Oren Yaniv declined to com-
ment on what charges the top 
prosecutor is pursuing.

Parker’s proposed bill 
isn’t the only legislation of 
its kind in the country — if 
it passes without changes, 
the pol’s bill would be func-
tionally identical to a law in 
the city of Edmunds, Wash., 
where willful, fi rst-time 
abuse of the 911 hotline is 
punishable by a $1,000 fi ne, 
or three months in jail.

But elsewhere, 911-misuse 
laws are more lenient, such 
as codes in the state of Cali-
fornia that call for a warning 
for fi rst-time offenders, fol-
lowed by increasing fi nes of 
up to $250 on the fourth, and 
subsequent, offenses.

And in addition to intro-
ducing his own bill, Parker 
also signed on to similar leg-
islation state Sen. Jesse Ham-
ilton (D–Crown Heights)  in-
troduced earlier this year , 
after he claimed that a 
woman called 911 on him for 
“campaigning while black” 
outside a Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens subway station dur-
ing his failed bid to reclaim 
his party’s line in Septem-
ber’s primary election.

Hamilton’s bill, however, 
doesn’t deal with 911 mis-
uses specifi cally, but instead 
would increase penalties 
on individuals who inten-
tionally report false crimes 
against people based on their 
race, religion, nationality, 
sexual orientation, gender, 
or any of New York State’s 22 
protected classes.

CALL TO ACTION: State Sen. 
Kevin Parker wants to criminalize 
non-emergency 911 calls, after a 
white woman falsely reported a 
black boy to cops.

Floating in place

Dial if you dare 

Hook terminal renews lease, quelling eviction fears

Pol: Criminalize bogus 911 calls
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The thought of Alzheimer’s disease can make people feel fear. Some people 
worry about getting Alzheimer’s in the future, others worry they might already 
have the disease. There are two steps you can take today that can ease the 
worry you may have about your own health or the health of a loved one. 

The first step is becoming educated about the early signs of Alzheimer’s 
disease.  Understanding the early signs may help lead to a quicker diagnosis. 
Much has already been written about Alzheimer’s disease, where the discussion 
tends to focus on early signs of memory loss and confusion. However, there are  
additional early signs that are not as well known. 

1)  Problems with language: repetition of questions or trouble finding the 
right word

2)  Poor judgment: making bad or impulsive decisions   

3)  Changes in mood or personality: having erratic or extreme emotions (such 
anger or fear) to situations, or noticeable changes in behavior or personality. 

4)  Withdrawal from social situations: losing interest or refusing to participate 
in social situations 

Please note: Early signs may vary with each person and do not appear all at 
the same time.  

The second step is making an appointment as soon as you can to talk to your 
doctor about your concerns. Your concerns may turn out to be a treatable 
condition not related to Alzheimer’s. But if there is cause for concern, getting an 
early diagnosis of Alzheimer’s can open doors to treatment options for symptoms 
and help prepare you for the road ahead. 

If you’re caring for someone who has, or who you believe has Alzheimer’s 
disease, please don’t hesitate to get help. You can start by contacting Sunnyside 
Community Services’ free Care NYC program at 1-877-577-9337.

Understanding the 
Early Signs of  
Alzheimer’s Disease

BY BRIANNA KUDISCH
Borough President Adams blamed a 
recent spate of Downtown shootings 
on individuals coming and going to 
the commercial district’s court rooms, 
claiming shooters from across the bor-
ough stashed their weapons at con-
struction sites, picked them up on their 
way to hearings, and fi red them while 
in the area.

“People who were on their way to 
court appeared to have hidden guns 
in construction sites and other loca-
tions,” Adams said at an Oct. 19 press 
conference outside Borough Hall. “It’s 
unfortunate that much of the crime 
is visiting Downtown, but there’s not 
much we can do about stopping people 
who are coming from other parts of the 
borough and participating in criminal 
behavior.”

The beep, who held a closed-door 
meeting with law-enforcement and 
other offi cials prior to making his 
announcement, said the brain trust 
would work even closer together to 
better schedule court dates, as well as 
parole and probation visits, in an at-
tempt to prevent shoot-outs between 
folks whom he alleged are bad actors 
affi liated with gangs.

“If there’s a beef that’s attached to 
that visit, a notifi cation is made,” he 
said.

Earlier this month, cops cuffed a 
26-year-old on Oct. 11 for fi ring a bul-
let into another guy’s leg at Pearl and 
Willoughby streets as a nearby school 
let out on Oct. 1.

Offi cers slapped the suspect, who 
lives in Prospect-Lefferts Gardens, 
with charges including assault and 
criminal use of a fi rearm, according to 
Police Department spokeswoman Of-
fi cer Arlene Muniz, who said authori-
ties arrested him no less than twice be-
fore, on charges including promoting 
gambling in July 2017, and on charges 
including criminal possession of a 
weapon back in September 2014.

Muniz could not answer when 
asked if the suspect is affi liated with 
gangs, claiming the complaint report 
did not note that information.

And in July, police arrested a 
19-year-old boy for shooting two pass-
ersby and his intended male target 
on Fulton Mall near Gallatin Place, 
charging the teen with three counts of 
assault.

That suspect lives in Brownsville, 
according to Muniz, who said cops 
cuffed him no less than twice before 
the latest incident, but could not say 
whether he is affi liated with gangs, cit-
ing the lack of that information in the 
complaint report.

A third person opened fi re near the 
New York University Tandon School 
of Engineering campus on MetroTech 

Commons in August, but police are 
still searching for the shooter, who in-
jured no one and faces charges includ-
ing reckless endangerment, Muniz 
said.

A spokesman for Adams said the 
beep learned of suspects’ habit of hid-
ing guns in construction sites from 
police in the meeting before his public 
announcement, but reps for the Police 
Department did not immediately an-
swer when asked how authorities dis-
covered suspects’ habit of hiding guns 
at construction sites, or where those 
alleged sites are.

And the beep, a former member of 
New York’s Finest, stressed commu-
nication — between police, locals, and 
elected offi cials — will be key to stop-
ping future shootings in the neighbor-
hood, which is blocks from Boerum 
Hill’s House of Detention, a jail the 
mayor is  pushing to expand  in his 
quest to dramatically reduce the num-
ber of inmates locked up on Rikers Is-
land.

“As a captain in the 84th precinct 
raised, we also want a smarter pub-
lic,” Adams said. “We want the pub-
lic to know how to not be a victim of 
crime, that is one of the best ways to 
prevent crime and ensure they are not 
a victim.” — with Anthony Rotunno

GUN VIOLENCE: Borough President Adams 
claimed a recent string of shootings Down-
town, including incidents in July, August, 
and earlier this month, were committed by 
suspects from elsewhere who came to the 
area for court hearings. 
 Photo by Brianna Kudisch

Beep fi res back after 
shootings Downtown

Blames outsiders headed to court for gunfi re
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IT’S MORE 
THAN A 
ROOFTOP

It’s how the Brooklyn Navy Yard helped 
us become one of North America’s  
top ten solar producers. Learn more at  
coned.com/solar

BY BRIANNA KUDISCH
This festival was un-bee-liev-
able!

Green thumbs at a Red 
Hook community farm in-
vited locals to celebrate the 
growing patch’s bounty at a 
harvest fair on Oct. 20 that al-
lowed attendees to get up close 
and personal with non-human 
producers of local delicacies 
too, according to a dad.

“My younger one stuck her 
fi nger into the beehive,” Dan 
Wrzesinsk said of his 5-year-
old daughter, Faye. “We’ve 

never been up close and per-
sonal with a beehive before, so 
that was exciting.”

Beekeepers from Brook-
lyn-based Borough Bees show-
cased the insects, as well as 
some of their honey for locals 
to sample, at the free festi-
val hosted by leaders of Red 
Hook’s Added Value Farms, 
which recently kicked off a 
new partnership with commu-
nity-service organization Red 
Hook Initiative that will offer 
lessons in urban farming to 
neighborhood kids.

The Columbia Street 
farm’s 14th-annual fall fair 
also featured pumpkin carv-
ing, bobbing for apples, tours 
of the facility, grub includ-
ing hot dogs and hamburgers, 
and pony rides compliments 
of Brooklyn Equine, the fi rm 
that will operate the recently 
purchased Kensington Stables 
once its new owner, Red Hook 
industrialist John Quadrozzi, 
Jr.,  completes a renovation of 
the barn that he is renaming 
Prospect Park Stables .

And the farmers also edu-

cated attendees on their com-
posting operation in part-
nership with bigwigs at the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 
which annually processes 

some 225 tons of organic ma-
terial on site, and is the coun-
try’s largest program of its 
kind, according to Added 
Value Farms’s website.

HAPPY HARVESTERS: (From left) A beekeper showed off a beehive to 
Dan Wrzesinsk and his daughter Faye at the 14th annual Red Hook Har-
vest Festival on Oct. 20. Hector Nazario helps his daughter Catalina carve 
a pumpkin. Phebe Teng buried her brother David in hay. 
 Photos by Caroline Ourso

Hook farm’s fest ushers in fall
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IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION
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LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION IS OUR CONCERN!

BY COLIN MIXSON
A Brooklynite and two other 
men face up to 15 years in 
prison for allegedly smuggling 
more than a million out-of-state 
cigarettes into the borough as 
part of a criminal scheme that 
swindled the city and state out 
of roughly $426,000 in tobacco 
taxes, according to charges 
fi led by New York State’s top 
prosecutor.

Attorney General Barbara 
Underwood on Oct. 19 an-
nounced she indicted the three 
men following a months-long 
investigation by federal, state, 
and local law-enforcement 
agencies dubbed “Operation 
Sidestep,” which found that the 
suspects snuck more than 6,200 
cartons of cigarettes from Vir-
ginia, where the tax per pack-
age is 30 cents, into Brooklyn, 

where city and state taxes com-
bined total $5.75 per pack — the 
highest in the nation.

“As we allege, the defen-
dants ran a criminal traffi ck-
ing ring that funneled more 
than 1.25-million untaxed cig-
arettes into New York — while 
cheating New Yorkers out of 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in taxes,” Underwood 
said. “These traffi ckers put 
legitimate, law-abiding busi-
nesses at a disadvantage.”

Investigators also seized 
several fi rearms, three vehi-
cles, and more than $312,000 
in cash in their probe, in addi-
tion to 341,000 untaxed smokes 
recovered from a Brooklyn 
warehouse.

New York State’s exorbi-
tant tobacco taxes, which law-
makers enacted to curb smok-

ing and promote good health, 
have led to the creation of a 
massive black-market econ-
omy, and bad actors smuggle 
more outside cigarettes into 
stores across the Empire State 
than in any other state in the 
country, think tank the Tax 
Foundation reported in 2017.

In 2015, for instance, more 
than 56 percent of all ciga-

rettes purchased in New York 
State were smuggled in from 
elsewhere, totaling more than 
$1.6 billion in unpaid tax rev-
enue, according to a New York 
Post  report  analyzing the Tax 
Foundation’s 2017 study.

The defendants arrested 
in Operation Sidestep, who 
include two Maryland resi-
dents in addition to the local 

man, received a top charge of 
criminal tax fraud, were ar-
raigned in Kings County Su-
preme Court on Oct. 19 and 11, 
and are expected to return to 
court in December.

A spokesman for the at-
torney general’s offi ce did not 
immediately comment on the 
cost of Operation Sidestep to 
taxpayers.

UP IN SMOKE: New York State Attorney General Barbara Underwood on Oct. 19 announced the arrest and in-
dictment of a Brooklynite and two other defendants who allegedly cheated the city and state out of more than 
$400,000 by illegally smuggling Virginia cigarettes (not pictured) into the borough. File photo by Colin Mixson

TOBACCO 
TAKEDOWN
Bklynite and two others charged 
for cigarette-smuggling scheme
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MEDIA SPONSORS :

Saturday, November 10, 2018
55 Wythe Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

12:30-4:30pm & 5:30-9:30pm | 6th & 7th Floors

For Ticket Info: thetoastofbrooklyn.com

�������������	�
������������������	������
��������������������������	���������������	����
�����������������������	�����������������

�����������	��
�����
������������������������

If you care for someone with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia, we 
haven’t forgotten your needs.
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Engine diving
Somebody stole components 

from the engine of a woman’s car 
on Fifth Avenue on Oct. 11.

The victim told police she 
parked her car near Baltic Street 
at 7:30 pm, and, upon returning two 
days later, found that the engine 
sounded funky.

The woman took the car to the 
shop, where mechanics said her 
motor was short one converter arch 
and an oxygen sensor, cops said.

Cops closed the case without 
making any arrests, according to 
offi cials.

Watch out
A thief looted a package contain-

ing a smartwatch left on the stoop 
of a woman’s 10th Street home on 
Oct. 8.

The victim told authorities she 
returned to her home between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues at 2 pm 
expecting to fi nd her pricey Garmin 
wrist wear, only to fi nd the pack-
aging it came in ripped open and 
stuffed in a nearby garbage can, 
and the high-tech watch stolen.

Police closed the case without 
making any arrests, according to 
cops.

Pedaled away
A thief rode off with a woman’s 

bike she parked on Third Street on 
Oct. 10.

The victim told police she locked 
her bike up in front of a grocery 
store between Third Avenue and 
Bond Street at 7 am, and returned 
nearly 10 hours later to fi nd her 
pedal-powered Fuji stolen.

Authorities closed the case with-
out making any arrests, according 
to offi cers.

Shopping spree
Cops busted a man for allegedly 

stealing t-shirts and sweatpants 
from a Flatbush Avenue clothing 
store on Oct. 13.

A worker told police the suspect 
grabbed 27 shirts and one pair of 
pants from the store near Atlantic 
Avenue at 5:50 pm, before attempt-
ing to slink past the register with 
his ill-gotten attire.

Offi cers arrested the suspect 
that day, and allegedly found a 
crack pipe on him following a 
search, authorities reported.

— Colin Mixson

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Liquor-store looters 
A pair of mask-wearing crooks 

stole a wad of cash from a Myrtle 
Avenue liquor store on Oct. 19, af-

ter threatening an employee with a 
gun, police said. 

The two nogoodniks wearing 
ski masks entered the store near 
Classon Avenue around 7 pm, when 
one of them pointed a handgun at 
the victim and demanded money, 
according to authorities. 

The worker handed them $475 
and the badides fl ed the store, cops 
said.

Grab and go 
Two punks stole a teen’s hand-

bags on Monument Walk on Oct. 18, 
authorities said.

The 19-year-old victim was sell-
ing one black and one pink duffl e 
bag when the jerks grabbed them 
and fl ed in a black Chevy sport-util-
ity vehicle on Portland Avenue, ac-
cording to police. 

Paramedics took the teenager to 
Brooklyn Hospital for pain in his 
ribs and toe, cops said. 

Scoffl aw squatter 
Cops cuffed a guy on Oct. 18 for 

refusing to leave a Washington Av-
enue apartment and stealing drug 
paraphernalia.

The suspect remained unlaw-
fully inside his super’s unit in the 
building near Willoughby Avenue, 
and stole some of his parapherna-
lia and drugs, police said. 

Late-night snack
Some knave swiped cash from a 

DeKalb Avenue restaurant on Oct. 
19, police said.

An employee arrived for a shift 
at the eatery near Clinton Avenue 
around 5 am to fi nd its door un-
locked after some good-for-nothing 
forced their way inside and ripped 
out the cash register, along with  
the $200 inside it, according to a re-
port.

Car raider 
A crook stole a hefty sum of 

cash from a guy’s car parked inside 
a Myrtle Avenue garage sometime 
overnight on Oct. 14, authorities 
said. 

The victim told offi cers he 
left $4,000 locked up in the glove 
compartment of his four-wheeler 
parked inside the parking lot near 
Ashland Place at 10:30 pm, and 
when he returned to his car the 
next day around 5 pm, the wad of 
bills was gone.

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Clothing criminal 
A bruiser socked a teen in the 

face and stole clothes he was sell-
ing on Court Street on Oct. 18, po-
lice said.

The 15-year-old victim was sell-
ing a shirt and hat near Joralemon 
Street around 8:30 am when the 
goon pretended to buy the items, 
but instead punched the teen in the 
face several times and ran off with 
the threads, cops said.

The victim caught up with the 
good-for-nothing at Borough Hall 
station, but the brute punched him 
again, according to the police re-
port. 

Four against one 
Four toughs stole a teen’s phone 

and backpack on Willoughby Street 
on Oct. 19, cops said. 

The 16-year-old victim said he 
was walking on the sidewalk near 
Lawrence Street around 1:30 pm 
when the goons came up to him, 
grabbed his phone from his pocket, 
and ripped his backpack — stuffed 
with his school books, house keys, 
MetroCard, and identifi cation card 
— off his back. 

The baddies told him to cooper-
ate or things would get worse, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Bye-bye bicycle 
A jerk rode off with a guy’s bike 

he left on Hicks Street on Oct. 21, 
police said. 

The victim told cops he parked 
his 7 Arrow two-wheeler near Or-
ange Street around 7:20 pm, and 
when he went to get it 10 minutes 
later, the bicycle was gone. 

Unwelcome home 
Some purloiner broke into a 

woman’s Montague Street apart-
ment on Oct. 17 and stole her jew-
elry, authorities said. 

The victim told cops she left her 
apartment near Hicks Street and 
locked the doors around 8:45 am 
to head to work, and when she got 
back later that day around 9:30 pm, 
she noticed the lock and door were 
damaged, and that some home in-
vader swiped her gold jewelry and 
pendant with the initials “H.A.T.”

Gym rat 
A punk stole a woman’s wallet 

from inside a locker at an Atlantic 
Avenue gym on Oct. 19, police said. 

The victim told offi cers she put 
her wallet, containing her credit 
cards and driver’s license, in an 
unlocked compartment inside the 
fi tness center near Boerum Place 
around 4:30 pm.

But when she fi nished working 
out and went to gather her belong-
ings, she noticed  her wallet was 
gone, authorities said. 

The crook then swiped her cards 
at several stores for a total of $633, 
according to a report.

— Julianne Cuba

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Out of hand
A would-be thief tried to steal 

a woman’s keys on Mill Street on 
Oct. 21.

The victim told police that the 
ne’er-do-well snatched the keys 
from her between Hicks and Henry 
streets at noon.

But a friend of the victim later 
saw the culprit and was able to re-
cover the keys, according to cops.

Marijuana bust
Police arrested a man for carry-

ing two imitation guns, drugs, and 
drug paraphernalia on Lorraine 
Street on Oct. 19.

Cops found the suspect in pos-
session of a black air pistol and a 
black imitation revolver, as well as 
marijuana, a glass pipe, and three 
digital scales with pot residue on 
them, near Otsego Street at 6:30 
am, according to a report.

Offi cers charged him with crim-
inal possession of a weapon and 
criminal use of drugs, police said.

Backyard bandit
A thief stole a bike from a back-

yard on Hicks Street sometime be-
tween Oct. 15 and 19.

The victim told authorities the 
single-gear bike was in the yard be-
tween Warren and Congress streets 
at 11:30 pm on Oct. 15, but wasn’t 
there at 8 am four days later.

Opportunist
A pilferer robbed a car on Nel-

son Street on Oct. 16.
The victim parked the vehicle 

between Hicks and Henry streets 
around 4:30 pm, and the punk got 
into the car through an unlocked 
door and stole an Adidas bag, Apple 
Airpods, his driver’s license, $100, 
and a leather wallet, according to 
police. — Kevin Duggan
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WE PUT
THE “GREAT” 
IN THE GREAT
INDOORS.

When it comes to keeping your home comfortable all winter, we deliver 
more than heating oil. With expert technicians ready to respond quickly  
to any emergency, we’ll always be there—even when the weather  
is less than “great.” That’s the Petro promise.

Call us now for these special offers!*

HEATING  
OIL

HEATING  
EQUIPMENT

*$100 heating oil credit available for new automatic delivery customers only. $200 equipment credit for new qualified installations only. All offers are delivered as an account 
credit and subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. Cannot be be combined with any other offer. Offers expire 3/31/19. Nassau Lic. No. H36006309. 
Suffolk Lic. No. 3134-P, 2901-RE. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2018 Petro. P_18354

Bond 
Collateral 
Assistance 
Fund
Is your construction business bidding/planning 

to bid on a project with a City agency or City-

funded entity?

You may be eligible to receive up to $500,000 in 

collateral funds to help you secure a surety bond.

CALL 311 OR VISIT  nyc.gov/bondfund
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BY ANTHONY ROTUNNO
He’s Kings County’s new king of com-
merce!

A new chief executive took the reins 
at the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
on Oct. 22, after the organization’s pre-
vious president departed it in May.

Hector Batista — who started his 
career working for former Borough 
President Howard Golden, and most 
recently completed an eight-year stint 
as the head honcho of community-ser-
vice group Big Brothers Big Sisters 
New York City — will be the  100-year-
old Chamber ’s fi rst Hispanic leader, 
and his diverse resumé will help him 
lead the organization into its next era, 
according to its co-chairperson.

“Hector is in tune with the needs 
of the private and public sectors, and 
will be a great advocate for the busi-
ness community in Brooklyn,” said 
Gil Cygler.

Batista will run the Chamber itself 
along with its do-good arm, the Brook-
lyn Alliance, and its lending subsid-
iary, Brooklyn Alliance Capital Inc., 
which in part grants loans to mom and 
pops around the borough. 

The new president and chief-execu-
tive offi cer is taking over months after 
the Chamber rang in its century of ser-
vice with a swanky gala in America’s 
Downtown.

His predecessor, Andrew Hoan, left 
the Chamber after 17 months atop it to 
run a similar business-boosting group 
in Portland, Ore.

IN CHAGE: Hector Batista, who started his 
career in Borough Hall under former beep 
Howard Golden, is the Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce’s new president and chief-execu-
tive offi cer.  Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce

A big change at 
Bklyn Chamber

Biz group appoints fi rst Hispanic prez
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Produce | Vitamins | Supplements | Cosmetics | Juices | Smoothies

367 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn

718-975-8181
www.naturalfrontiermarket.net
*Offers not to be combined with any other offers

Fresh Organic
Vegetables

Great Selection of 
Vitamins & Supplements

Organic
Frozen
Foods

Juice Bar,
Delicious
Fruits, 
Vegetable 
Drinks,
Smoothies

Natural Beauty & Skin
Products

20% OFF ALL PURCHASES IN OCTOBER!
WITH PRESENTATION OF THIS AD

WE DELIVER!

HEALTHY. ORGANIC. CONVENIENT.

Contract 
Financing  
Loan Fund
Is your business working as a prime or subcontractor on a 

project with a City agency or City-funded entity?

Loans at a 3% annual interest rate are available to 

eligible businesses.

Loan repayment terms align with the contract payment schedule. 

Closing fees apply.

CALL 311 OR VISIT  nyc.gov/contractfinancing
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The most advanced care in Brooklyn.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This B.I.G. honor is fi nally 
coming to fruition.

A Clinton Hill street will 
likely soon bear the name of 
the late local hip-hop legend, 
Christopher “Biggie Smalls” 
Wallace, after members of the 
neighborhood’s community 
board on Oct. 18 approved a 
pitch to co-name the block 
where the rapper grew up af-
ter him.

Community Board 2’s 
Transportation and Public 
Safety Committee’s vote to 
green-light the honor  pro-
posed by a borough artist  
came nearly fi ve years after 
the man fi rst brought the idea 
to the panel, which met it with 
shameful opposition back 
then, he said.

“At that time it was a pretty 
embarrassing reaction. It was 
sad for Brooklyn, and the 
community board,” said Le-
Roy McCarthy, who recently 
installed “Respect” signs in 
Crown Heights’s Franklin Av-
enue subway station as a trib-

ute to the late Queen of Soul, 
Aretha Franklin.

But despite earning the 
committee’s near-unanimous 
approval, and the support of 
Clinton Hill Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo, McCarthy’s 
proposal to co-name St. James 
Place between Gates Avenue 
and Fulton Street as “Christo-
pher Wallace Way” wasn’t em-
braced by all in attendance.

Fort Greener Lucy Koteen 
— who the last time around 
notoriously argued the rap-
per also known as Notorious 
B.I.G.  was too fat to be hon-
ored , among other things — 
again begged committee mem-
bers to vote “nay,” citing some 
of the rhyme spitter’s more 
salacious lyrics, printouts of 
which she distributed at the 
meeting.

“How many of you read 
his lyrics? I have a treat for 
you,” said Koteen, who called 
the rapper a gun-toter, drug 
seller, and misogynist as she 
whipped out her evidence. “I 
invite any of you to read these 

out loud, and read them to 
your children. I can’t even say 
what his words are, they are 
all about promiscuous sex.”

But the words spoken by 
Wallace — whom Cumbo ar-
gued still infl uences both local 
and popular culture decades 
after he was shot and killed in 

1997 at 24-years-old in a state-
ment supporting the co-nam-
ing — are no more infl amma-
tory than those uttered by the 
45th president of the United 
States on a daily basis, accord-
ing to a board member who 
once chaired the panel.

“We have a president whose 
lyrics you can’t read out loud,” 
said John Dew.

CB2 members recently 
voted to co-name two other 
streets within its district, in-
cluding Gold Street between 
Myrtle Avenue and Wil-
loughby Street  for pioneering 
African-American journalist 
Ida B. Wells , and Columbia 
Heights between Pineapple 
and Orange Streets  for Emily 
Warren Roebling , who ush-
ered the Brooklyn Bridge to 
completion after her husband 
contracted a fatal case of the 
bends.

And last year, the board’s 
 Parks  and  Executive Com-
mittees  unanimously voted to 
name basketball courts inside 
Clinton Hill’s Crispus Attucks 

Playground for Wallace — de-
spite more objections from Ko-
teen.

Still, Dew said the civic 
panel has a history of resisting 
recognitions for black com-
munity members, and that it’s 
about time its members came 
around to supporting the trib-
ute to Biggie.

“Community Board 2 does 
not have a good reputation 
when it comes to co-naming 
for African-American folks. 
We’ve had numerous exam-
ples, not unlike what you saw 
here, but you can’t stand up 
and tell a community whom 
they can and cannot honor in 
their district,” he said. “When 
this was fi rst presented to us, 
I said bring it forward — but 
it was withdrawn before it got 
to the board. Thank goodness 
it’s here now.”

The panel’s full board will 
next vote on the co-naming, 
which then heads to Council, 
where it will almost certainly 
pass given Cumbo’s already 
pledged support.

LIFE AFTER DEATH: A CB2 commit-
tee last week nearly unanimously 
approved a proposal to co-name 
a Clinton Hill street after rapper 
and native son Christopher “Biggie 
Smalls” Wallace.

From negative to positive
Civic gurus approve co-naming C’Hill street for ‘Biggie’ after previous tribute panned
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New York's Premier
Personal Injury Firms
Consistently rated as one of the top personal injury law firms in New York

Millions Recoverd • Pay Us Nothing Until You Win

• Our clients all receive luxury car 
service to and from our luxurious 
offices.

• Each case is given undivided atten-
tion by the partners of the firm.

• Our partners are on the board of 
directors of the New York State Trial 
Lawyers Association as well as 
members of the Million Dollar Ad-
vocates Forum and Multi-Million 
Dollar Advocates Forum.

• Our support staff members are ex-
perienced and well-trained in their 
respective areas. They ensure that 
each client is never left with a ques-
tion unanswered.

• We hire the best in the field and 
work with top experts, specialists 
and investigators.

Call Today

(212) 742-0476

parischaikin.com

225 W. 34th Street, Suite 2202

(14 Penn Plaza) New York, NY 10122
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3 GUYS

Learn more on our Instagram

SPECIAL!

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

GREAT DEAL!

10/24 7AM -10/29 7PM
SALE STARTS 24 25 26 27 28 29

3gu y sfrombrook ly n .com

Broccoli Rabe

Celery
Hearts

Giant White
Bread

Red Delicious
Apples

Lemonade

Comice Pears Seedless Grapes

Marinated Artichokes

California
Pomegranates

Pure Romano
Cheese

Cream Cheese Honey
$$199199

8 oz. bar8 oz. bar

Grape TomatoesEggplants

¢¢7979lb.lb.

Green Squash

¢¢6969lb.lb.

$$299299
16 oz.16 oz.

$$55forfor22
52 oz.52 oz.

K D

K

$$149149
lb.lb.

¢¢6969lb.lb.

$$129129
6.5 oz. jar6.5 oz. jar

$$55forfor44

$$55forfor44 pint
pkg.
pint
pkg.

¢¢9999lb.lb.

$$199199
ea.ea.

$$149149
lb.lb.

$$499499
lb.lb.

$$33forfor22
¢¢999920 oz.20 oz.

BY BRIANNA KUDISCH
It was a celebration of good 
health and good fortune.

Hundreds of revelers on 
Oct. 18 fêted Fort Greene’s 
Brooklyn Hospital Center 
at a black-tie bash featuring 
drinks, dinner, and the chance 
to win big at casino-style 
games. The party honored the 
local hospital’s commitment 
to providing quality treatment 
to the community — care that 
one special guest and former 
patient said kept him alive 
while at death’s door.

“[The hospital] saved my 
life,” said David Hwang, a 
Tony Award–winning play-
wright who sought treatment 
at the DeKalb Avenue facility 
after  someone stabbed him in 
the neck on nearby on S. Port-
land Avenue in 2015 .

Hwang, who praised doc-
tors for keeping him alive 
with no long-term damage fol-
lowing the attack, joined more 
than 850 people who came out 
to Downtown’s New York Mar-
riott at the Brooklyn Bridge 
for Brooklyn Hospital’s 2018 

Founders Ball, which cele-
brated a partnership with the 
city’s Mount Sinai hospital 
system that allows the local fa-
cility to offer a slew of new car-
diac treatments.

And for the fi rst time in the 
gala’s three-decade history, 
organizers transformed part 
of the venue into a casino fl oor 
with slot machines, as well as 
blackjack, roulette, craps, and 
poker tables, where partygo-
ers could win prizes includ-
ing tickets to see Elton John 
and box seats at a Washington 

Capitals hockey game.
Proceeds from the games 

and ticket sales raked in just 
under $1.5 million for the hos-
pital, which will celebrate its 
175th year of service in 2020, 
according to a rep.

The funds will go toward 
renovations of Brooklyn Hos-
pital’s emergency room, which 

is currently designed to treat 
some 40,000 patients annually, 
but accepts closer to 75,000 a 
year, according to a bigwig at 
the medical center.

“We’re going from treating 
the acutely ill to the health sta-
tus of the patient,” said Brook-
lyn Hospital’s executive vice 
president John Gupta.

SHOWING SUPPORT: (From left) Assemblyman Walter Mosley and gala 
honoree David Schwartz chatted at Brooklyn Hospital’s 2018 Founders 
Ball. Hospital employees Pamela Roberts and Carol Beckles celebrated 
their place of work. Borough President Adams, left, greeted celebrity 
guest David Hwang, a former hospital patient. Photos by Trey Pentecost

Betting on Bklyn Hospital
Casino-themed gala raises more than $1M
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Visit the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum to discover a legendary aircraft carrier, 
the space shuttle Enterprise, the world’s fastest jets and a guided-missile submarine. 
Plus, enjoy programs, demonstrations, talks and more taking place at the Museum 
all month long!

IMAGINATION TAKES FLIGHT

PIER 86, W 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE, NYC

intrepidmuseum.org

2018 © Intrepid Museum Foundation. All Rights Reserved. Except as permitted 
under applicable law, this work may not be copied, published, disseminated, 
displayed, performed or played without permission of the copyright holder.   

NOVEMBER ON INTREPID

INTREPID ADVENTURES: High-Flying Design
November 3 & 4
Make the best paper airplanes around while 
��������	�
��	��	����	������	��	�	����	����	�����	
how planes steer through the air in our obstacle 
course. Noon. For families with kids 12 and under. 
Free with admission. Register online.

ACCESS FAMILY PROGRAM: Life in Space
November 4
Discover what it takes to travel to and from 
space! Visit the Space Shuttle Pavilion to learn 
about life in space and practice training like an 
astronaut.11:00am: Children ages 5–17/ 
2:00pm: Teens (15+) and adults. Free. Register 
in advance.

November 16
Dr. Joseph N. Pelton, former Dean of the 
International Space University, will discuss how 
the new global space economy will change the 
world and recast humans as masters of time and 
space. Ages 21+. Free. Register in advance.

INTREPID ADVENTURES: Star Stories
November 17 & 18
Take a trip inside the Museum’s planetarium
to learn myths from around the world that
explain the stars in the sky. Then create your own 
constellation and myth in a storytelling activity. 
Noon. For families with kids 12 and under. Free with 
admission. Register online.

Now Open!
DEFYING GRAVITY: Women in Space
A Mixed Reality Experience–Powered by Microsoft
Experience the stories of previously unsung 
women in the U.S. space program brought to life 
through Microsoft HoloLens and hosted by a 
holographic Dr. Mae Jemison. Participants must 
be ages 13+ and are required to wear a HoloLens 
on their head.

LEARN MORE AT INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG.
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Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) is issuing a Request for Bids 
(“RFB”) for the sale of food from mobile food units at various parks citywide. 

All bids submitted in response to this RFP must be submitted no later than November 14, 2018 
at 11:00 a.m.

Hard copies of the RFB can be obtained, at no cost, commencing on October 15, 2018 through 
November 14, 2018, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and 
holidays, at the Revenue Division of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, 
which is located at 830 Fifth Avenue, Room 407, New York, NY 10065.

The RFB is also available for download, on October 15, 2018 through November 14, 2018, on 
Parks� website.  To download the RFB, visit http://www.nyc.gov/parks/businessopportunities and 
click on the “Concessions Opportunities at Parks” link. Once you have logged in, click on the 
“download” link that appears adjacent to the RFB�s description.  

For more information related to the RFB contact Angel Williams (for Bronx and Staten Island 
Parks) at (212) 360-1397 or via email: angel.williams@parks.nyc.gov; Andrew Coppola (for 
Brooklyn Parks) at (212) 360-1397 or via email: andrew.coppola@parks.nyc.gov; Sophia 
Filippone (for Queens Parks) at (212) 360-1397 or via email: sophia.filippone@parks.nyc.gov, or 
Glenn Kaalund (Manhattan Parks) at (212) 360-1397 or via email: glenn.kaalund@parks.nyc.gov.

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) 212-504-4115

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY ANTHONY ROTUNNO
They hope the chalk is mightier than 
the wrecking ball!

Brooklyn Heights residents are in-
viting locals to show how much they 
love the neighborhood’s imperiled 
Promenade by taking chalk to the 
walkway and covering it in messages 
stating what the esplanade means to 
them.

The personal odes to the nearly 
70-year-old Promenade — which the 
city may destroy in order to repair the 
 triple-cantilevered part of the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway  it sits above 
— are an attempt to get offi cials to no-
tice just how important it is in peoples’ 
lives before they decide to bulldoze it, 
according to one resident who lent her 
hand to the cause.

“It’s trying to get the attention of 
elected offi cials, the community, and 
the city,” said Celia Weintrob, a Heights 
resident of more than three decades 
and a former co-owner and publisher 
of this newspaper’s sister publication, 
the Brooklyn Paper. “It’s something 
the mayor, the transportation commis-
sioner, and Council can look at and see 
that we mean business.”

Weintrob visited the Promenade 
— which runs between Remsen Street 
and Columbia Heights — with a bucket 
of chalk in hand around 8:30 am on 
Tuesday, and said some preservation-
ists already left messages including “a 
place that makes city living sane” and 
“Mr. Mayor, please don’t wreck this 
gorgeous place” on the pavement.

She left her chalk — which she said 
she will replenish over the coming 
days if need be — on the walkway, and 
encouraged others from the neighbor-
hood and beyond to come grab a stick 
and scrawl a message, with the goal of 
covering the entire Promenade in sen-
timents before rain forecast for this 
weekend washes them away.

“We want to cover every inch with 
messages about why the Promenade is 
important in peoples’ lives,” Weintrob 
said. “It’s better than standing around 
chanting, and holding up signs. It’s a 
very sincere expression.”

The chalk-writing exercise is the 
brainchild of the newly formed grass-
roots group Save the Promenade, ac-
cording to Weintrob, whose members 
also recently launched an online  peti-
tion  urging the city to spare the espla-
nade that by 2 pm on Tuesday received 
more than 15,000 signatures, includ-
ing John Hancocks from such notable 
supporters as actor Mark Ruffalo.

The preservationist group formed 
in the days after  offi cials announced 
their two options for repairing the 
crumbling 1.5-mile stretch of express-
way from Atlantic Avenue to Sands 
Street , one of which calls for closing 
the Promenade for no less than six 
years and replacing it with a six-lane 
speedway for cars, trucks, and other 

traffi c, with the other proposing a lane-
by-lane reconstruction of the highway 
that would cause traffi c jams stretch-
ing for up to 12 miles.

Earlier this month, Mayor DeBla-
sio  publicly endorsed the option to re-
place the esplanade with a temporary 
highway  — which he equated to pull-
ing off a Band-Aid — calling it the less-
painful choice because it would allow 
the city to fi nish the job by 2026 if it be-
gins as soon as 2020, while the lane-by-
lane option could last for nearly a de-
cade. Both scenarios would cost more 
than $3 billion, nearly double the price 
tag offi cials originally predicted, and 
reconstructing the expressway lane-
by-lane would still require closing the 
Promenade, but likely only for up to 
two years.

But many  locals blasted Hizzoner 
for supporting the option to demolish 
the esplanade  at the same time De-
partment of Transportation leaders 
promised to explore other solutions 
— including a proposal supported 
by Councilman Stephen Levin (D–
Brooklyn Heights)  to pave over berms 
recently installed along the Furman 
Street border of Brooklyn Bridge Park 
in order to build the temporary road-
way there .

And seven days after he came out 
in favor of ripping up the Promenade, 
which offi cials promised to replace 
should they proceed with that option, 
DeBlasio dialed back his conviction for 
that solution, saying that all options — 
including sending traffi c closer to the 
park — are still under consideration.

“I am the fi rst to say a lot of times 
a government has good ideas, and 
there are other times when someone at 
the community level or other experts 
come forward with alternatives that 
may work,” the mayor told WNYC ra-
dio host Brian Lehrer during an Oct. 
19 episode of the journalist’s epony-
mous show, exactly one week after he 
endorsed the option to temporarily de-
stroy the Promenade on the same pro-
gram. “So we will defi nitely look at 
that.”

ESCAPE: The walkway provides locals with 
a respite from city life, according to this 
person, who wrote it is “a place that makes 
urban living sane.” Celia Weintrob

Promenade prose
Locals covering esplanade in chalk odes
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, 
scientifically based, therapeutic modality. This 
new technology offers advanced pain relief and 
expedited healing times through a process known 
as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the 
site of pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are 
triggered by the deep tissue laser making it a true 
healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require 
the use of drugs or surgery, and there are no known 
side effects or risks that may occur with other forms 
of treatment. In addition, it can often achieve results 
faster than other treatment modalities. During the 
treatment the patient will feel a deep soothing warmth. 
This pleasant sensation reassures the patient that the 
laser is stimulating cellular activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, 
and a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity 
at the cellular level, without generating tissue-
damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 
2006, packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. 
The Class IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 
6 to 9 inches, with a treatment beam of up to 3 
inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, 
arthritis, calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, 
as well as intra-articular tissues inside of the joints. 
Its far-reaching capabilities also allow the Class 
IV to achieve results in less time than most cold 
lasers currently used today. With treatment times 
of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the Class IV laser 
allows many conditions to vastly improve within 

a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can 
be helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment 
call 718-234-6212 for a FREE CONSULTATION 
right now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast 
pain relief with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that 
she offers one FREE treatment to see if you respond 
and if you are a candidate for this revolutionary 
new non surgical pain relieving treatment. Due to 
the overwhelming response to this type of offer, this 
offer will be good for the first 25 callers. If the lines 
are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my 
knee pain was reduced to the point where I can 
finally live a more normal life again. These 
treatments are simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. 
The treatments allowed me to return to work 
much more quickly than anyone had expected, 
considering the pain I was in. During the 
treatments, all I felt was a warming sensation 
as the laser was moved across the injured area 
where all my pain was. After just three short 
treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken 
leg. Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the 
pain relief I experienced was nothing short of 
miraculous. My orthopedic doctor was amazed 
with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6212
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?

New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment
 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective August 31, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at 
current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the 
Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 2.00% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must 
maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective August 31, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing 
Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject 
to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised 
rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA 
accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money Market

2.00%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

9-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

2.40%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

Center iteration will feature 
about a quarter of the 100 ven-
dors that typically hawk treats 
at its outdoor fairs, according 
to Demby, who said it will also 
boast a full bar for patrons who 
prefer liquid meals.

The food festival’s move 

into the mall coincides with 
the arrival of Demby and But-
ler’s other market-style fair, 
Brooklyn Flea, which will fea-
ture some 25 booths selling 
vintage clothing, antiques, 
jewelry, and other inedible 
wares in the same space.

And vendors, who are re-
quired to dismantle their sta-
tions after the outdoor Smorgas-
burg events wrap each Sunday, 

BY ANTHONY ROTUNNO
This jeweler got rocked.

Some savvy snake stole thousands 
in baubles from a designer’s jewelry-
dispensing vending machine inside a 
Williamsburg park by using fraudulent 
credit cards to trick the gadget into spit-
ting out trinkets without actually paying 
for them, cops said.

The thief swiped the fake plastic 
around 1:15 pm on Sept. 20 to score ap-
proximately $13,000 worth of jewelry 
from designer  Marla Aaron’s vending 
machine inside the privately owned but 
publicly accessible Vale Park  next to the 
swanky William Vale Hotel on Wythe Av-
enue between N. 12th and N. 13th streets, 
according to authorities.

Aaron brought her machine — which 
sold pieces from her eponymous line that 
features such baubles as an $165 silver-
link chain and an $1,588 lock necklace — 
to the green space in June, after debuting 
it at the Brooklyn Museum last year, and 
this summer told our sister publication 
the Brooklyn Paper that she wasn’t con-
cerned about thievery, because the gad-
get is equipped with cameras and weighs 
hundreds of pounds.

“It weighs a ton — literally,” she said.
The jeweler previously said she 

planned to keep the machine in the park 
until sometime this month, and it was 
no longer in place as recently as Oct. 21, 
according to a New York Daily News  re-
port . Police Department spokesman Sgt. 

Vincent Marchese could not confi rm if 
Aaron or authorities moved the machine 
following the theft, however, citing a lack 
of that information in the complaint re-
port.

Cops are searching for a suspect in his 
20s or 30s, who is about 5-feet-10-inches 
tall, and 220 pounds, according to police.

Aaron did not immediately return re-
quests for comment.

Anyone with information regarding 
the incident is asked to call Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577–8477. The public can also 
submit tips by logging onto the Crime 
Stoppers website at  www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com  or by texting tips to 274637 
(CRIMES) then entering TIP577. All tips 
are strictly confi dential.

THIEF: Cops are hunting for this 
man, who they said used fake 
credit cards to steal some $13,000 
worth of jewelry from designer 
Marla Aaron’s vending machine 
inside Williamsburg’s Vale Park last 
month. NYPD

BLING THEFT AT PARK

FOOD FEST
Continued from cover

Crook robs jewelry vending machine with fake credit card

will be able to leave their booths 
in place during the indoor sea-
son — making it easy for the 
organizers to arrange private 
feasts during the week for cus-
tomers craving a one-of-a-kind 
special event, Demby said.

“If somebody wanted to 
have a crazy Smorgasburg 
holiday event, it would be re-
ally easy to setup,” he said.

Atlantic Center Mall isn’t 

the only enclosed space Smor-
gasburg is occupying this sea-
son, however. 

Its foodies-in-chief part-
nered with hipster publisher 
Vice Media to produce a 
smaller indoor market in Wil-
liamsburg that will debut on 
Nov. 2, and feature 15 food ven-
dors and booze, as well as mu-
sic performances and art ex-
hibits curated by Vice staffers.

But that fair — which will 
be held at the media com-
pany’s Kent Avenue venue, 
Villain, on Fridays through 
Dec. 21 — will begin around 
the time other Smorgasburg 
events wind down, starting at 
6 pm and going till “late,” ac-
cording to Demby, who said he 
hopes the evening-into-night 
events will draw more of an 
after-hours crowd.
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1-917-246-2888.
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agewel lnewyork .com

718-696-0206 
TTY/TDD 800-662-1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription 
Drug Plans and Value Added Benefits

$0 or low cost plan premiums

THE WAY TO AGE WELL IN NEW YORK 

If you remember
when you didn’t 
need a password to 
share music.
You’re ready for 
AgeWell New York.

FROM THE PAGES OF BROWNSTONER.COMCorner

BY CRAIG HUBERT
Here’s an updated co-op apart-
ment in a Renaissance Re-
vival building in Park Slope 
that’s big enough for a family 
and has lots of windows across 
three exposures. Located at 144 
Garfi eld Pl., it’s a second-fl oor 
walk-up in a four-story, eight-
unit corner building three 
blocks from Prospect Park.

The layout is more gracious 
and spacious than that of your 
typical city apartment, with 
two good-size bedrooms and 
a smaller one arrayed on one 
side of a central hall, and the 
living room, dining room, and 
kitchen on the other.

Said living room is spa-
cious, with bay windows, a 
decorative mantel, and par-
quet fl oors. Pocket doors sepa-
rate it from the dining room, 
which also has parquet fl oors 

and wall moldings.
The eat-in kitchen has en-

trances from the hall and to 
the dining room. It’s reno-
vated, with hardwood fl oors 
and a lot of cabinet space (in-
cluding a pantry), both above 
and below.

The master bedroom, lo-
cated at the front of the apart-
ment facing the street, has 
two large closets and two en-
trances — pocket doors lead to 
the living room, and another 
door to the main hallway. An-
other bedroom is about the 
same size, with a single closet. 
The third bedroom is smaller, 
but big enough for a child, and 
has a closet and built-in shelv-
ing.

There is only one bath-
room, an updated version of 
the original, with subway tile 
on the wall, hex tile on the 

fl oor, and a deep tub.
The apartment has a proper 

entry foyer, with a capacious 
coat closet and room for a ta-
ble. There are at least six clos-
ets total in the unit, depend-

ing on how you count them, as 
well as a washer and dryer.

The location is four blocks 
away from the Park Slope Food 
Co-op, and near many coveted 
schools, including PS 321.

Corcoran’s Lia Wiedemann 
has the listing, which is ask-
ing $1.495 million. The main-
tenance fee is relatively low at 
$800. 

What do you think?

Three-bedroom co-op in Park Slope
With bay windows, dining room, asks $1.495M

BIG AND BRIGHT: (Above) The spacious living room gets lots of light 
thanks to bay windows, and features a decorative mantel and parquet 
fl oors. (Left) The building is three blocks from Prospect Park, and four 
from the Park Slope Food Co-op. Corcoran
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Help SCNG crown 
its Kings of Kings!

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.

Hey, Brooklyn — we’re looking for 
a few good men!

Schneps Community News 
Group’s parent company Schneps 
Communications is issuing a last 
call for nominations for our eighth-
annual Kings of Kings awards, rec-
ognizing Brooklyn’s top business-
men and community leaders for 
their outstanding contributions to 
the local community.

This year’s borough monarchs 
will be feted in regal style on Nov. 
14 from 6 to 9 pm among an ex-
pected 500 guests at Mill Basin’s El 
Caribe Country Club, where Man 
of the Year honors will be bestowed 
on Erik Coleman, a former New 
York Jets safety and current sports 
analyst for CBS.

Coleman will be the latest to join 
a growing list of individuals who 

have been honored at the Kings of 
Kings event — which features a 
business-networking expo ahead of 
the awards ceremony — including 
former Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
journalist Geraldo Rivera, and for-
mer New York Giants defensive 
lineman Leonard Marshall.

And those distinguished gents 
are part of a larger group of lumi-
naries who have received tributes 
at other Schneps Communications 
ceremonies, including such notable 
women as Judge Patricia DiMango, 
television-news anchor Rosanna 
Scotto, and actress Linda Dano.

To nominate someone for a 
Kings of Kings honor, or to attend 
the event, call Lori Pedone at (347) 
225–3657 e-mail her at Lpedone@
schnepscommunications.com. 
 — James Harney
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may be 
payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lin-
coln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $10,548/$21,868 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,164 (Lincoln MKX), 
$10,548/$24,777 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

LINCOLN

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER
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Auto NetAuto Net
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LINCOLN

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much 
More! MSRP $43,150, VIN#2LJBL38129. $5,299 Due at Inception Inc. 
1st Month Payment, $4,315 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires10/31/18.

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR CHOICE

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MONTHS

0%
APR

0% APR fi nancing available up to 60 
mos at $16.67 per month per $1,000 
fi nanced; with approved credit on 
select models not to be combined 
with other offers.

We Accept All
Makes & Models

For Service

†$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE

LLAASTT CCHHAANCE
ON 2018 LINCOLN’S

• 8 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
• 10 LINCOLN MKX
• 1 LINCOLN MKT

HHUGE SSAAVIINGS!
2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much More! MSRP 
$38,990, VIN#3LKR604038, $4,837 Due at Inception Includes 
1st Month Payment, $3,899 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, 
$0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $3,000 Lincoln RCL 
Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 10/31/18.  

BRAND NEW 2019 LINCOLN MKZ AWD
100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Remote Start, P/S, 
A/C and More! MSRP $40,785, VIN#5LKUL04080, $5,016 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $4,078 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. 
Expires 10/31/18.

BRAND NEW 2019 LINCOLN MKC AWD

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

2017 LINCOLN MKX AWD
$32,485BUY

FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR L 4X4

Loaded, Black, V6, Auto, 
55K Mi. Stk#3089F

$34,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED
2017 LINCOLN MKC AWD

Loaded, V6, Auto,
24K Mi. Stk#2958F.

$29,997BUY
FOR

*
2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Only 700 Mi! Loaded, Black, 
V6, Auto. Stk#3057F.

$29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

Only 5K Mi! Loaded, Black, 
V6, Auto. Stk#4567F

CERTIFIED

$293†



COURIER LIFE, OCT. 26–NOV. 1, 201828    DT

The Department of Parks and 

Recreation must hand over an un-

redacted report related to the con-

troversial makeover of a corner 

of Fort Greene Park to a group of 

locals, a judge ruled (“Little guys 

win big: City must give locals com-

plete report related to Ft. Greene 

Park’s redesign, judge rules,” by 

Julianne Cuba, online Oct. 18). 

Members of neighborhood 

group Friends of Fort Greene Park 

took the city to court to get their 

hands on the report after receiv-

ing a heavily edited version of it. 

Parks now has 30 days to turn over 

the full report, which the activists 

hope will shed light on why the city 

redacted parts of it, and why offi -

cials want to chop down perfectly 

fi ne trees. There were plenty of 

comments on this issue:

The Parks Dept. has become a 
boutique design operation under 
Commissioner Silver. He has no feel-
ing for trees or other growing things. 
He’s an exterior decorator, not an en-
vironmentalist. Silver’s into “con-
cepts” of parks, not parks as refuges 
where nature can thrive in the city. 
This ruling is a kick in his insensi-
tive face. Good for the people who 
pursued this devious attempt to pre-
tend the trees are sick so Silver can 
get rid of them. Carla 

 from Ft Greene

This is a win for transparency 
from our government. It’s sad the 
only way to get information out of 
an agency is to foil it, and then on 
top of that, take it to court so its lead-
ers abide by the law. Maybe one day 
we will fi nd out why Mitchell Silver 
thinks it is a good idea to speed up 
global warming by removing large 
trees and replacing them with hard-
scape. It’s great the way the judge 
spanked the incompetent lawyers 
who were sent by the vity’s Corpora-
tion Council to represent a case they 
knew nothing about. Lk 

 from Fort Greene

So, what’s the Parks Department 
hiding? Excess wasteful spending of 
taxpayer money? We pay its salaries 
— they need reminding that what 

they do as “employees” working for 
New Yorkers is for us to evaluate — 
not for them to suppress! 

Those living across the street from 
Fort Greene Park in NYCHA resi-
dences have already been through 
ongoing New York City mismanage-
ment hell, now they’ll be the ones 
subjected to years of miserable con-
struction — with environmentally 
negative consequences — only to fi nd 
their green spaces replaced by an an-
tiseptic, 45-foot “corridor” plaza, that 
is, unless their secrets are “outed.” 
Great ruling — hope springs eternal!
Protecting our hood from tree-son 

 from Dwindling Livability Blocks

New York Democrats rail at 
Trump’s Republican service to the 
wealthy while they operate from the 
same playbook of duplicity and lies. 
We want better from our elected offi -
cials. You can’t claim the high road 
while engaging in the same behav-
ior locally. The Parks Department’s 
agenda of serving Big Real Estate 
is clear: Why else destroy a beloved 
green space unless the real purpose 
is to shove out current use and users 
with a plan that is so barren?
 Good Government? 

 from Ft. Greene

This is great news! We’re tired of 
the lies from this corrupt DeBlasio 
administration. The notion of “Parks 
Without Borders,” meaning parks 
without trees, plants, grass and, in 
the case of Fort Greene Park, without 
trees, plants, grass, and the unique 
A.E. Bye mounds, is truly insulting 
and another example of government 
waste. This $12,000,000 nonsense is 
right across Myrtle Ave. from the 
NYCHA houses that don’t have work-
ing boilers and have mold and rats 
because the mayor is too busy trying 
to run for President to give a damn. 
But he lets Commissioner Silver blow 
millions of dollars cutting down won-
derful trees in the park. It’s great to 
learn there’s a straight-dealing judge 
in town. A lovely surprise.
 Lawrence from Ft. Greene

No waste of taxpayer money 
should be ignored. And since I don’t 
live in the Amazon, I can’t advocate 
for those trees, but I can advocate 
for the trees in my backyard. #Park-
sWithTrees. Rosie from Bronx

We need to stop building new 
parks and playgrounds and start re-
pairing the ones falling apart. And 
Parks with no trees is taking pub-

lic land for private use. Follow the 
money. Just as private cash in char-
ter schools is minimizing public 
schools, so is private cash taking our 
public parks away. Save the trees. No 
more development!!! Tree Hugger 

 from Brooklyn

So we don’t get heating in the win-
ter, we have scaffolding that stays up 
for years on our buildings, we have 
ceilings that fall down on our beds, 
black mold in our bathrooms, and 
lead in our water. The one thing we 
had was a beautiful shady tree area 
to share with our friends, children, 
and families. The Parks Department 
plans to take that away from us and 
give it to the new wave living in the 
expensive high-rises down the street. 
They want to open it up to commer-
cial ventures and kick us out. They 
leave us with nothing. Me and my 
neighbors are so upset about this.
 Janine from NYCHA 

 from Fort Greene

Commissioner Silver is advanc-
ing the new Parks Department: Parks 
Without Trees.
 Khalil from Clinton Hill

We lowly peasants have indeed 
been scolded by Parks Commission-
ers for not comprehending archi-
tecture and not comprehending the 
grand vision of Commissioner Mitch-
ell Silver. We are also invisible and 
our voices negligible in the Parks 
Without Borders outreach. Will your 
Highness please enlighten us with 
the justifi cation of paving over green-
ery and cutting down 58 mature 
shade trees? Just silence us so we can 
get an education and stay quiet in our 
cottages. peasant from Fort Greene

“If it ain’t broke, don’t fi x it.” Fort 
Greene Park is one of the best parks 
in the city. It has the best trees and 
the worst turf. Parks wants to de-
stroy its best feature. Parks Depart-
ment is literally killing itself, de-
stroying our parks. Residents do not 
want what Parks is selling. Parks is 
trying to pull off a blatant destruc-
tion of public value in exchange for 
private value. They are scheming to 
destroy public health, the very thing 
they are tasked with promoting. 
When things just make absolutely no 
sense, one has to wonder where this 
logic is coming from. How could it 
be that it’s a coincidence that all this 
is happening as soon as new private 
construction occurs across the street 
from the park? It’s already a tragedy 

that this developer’s tower, complete 
with a chiller tower on top, was al-
lowed to be built to rival the Mar-
tyrs Monument and block views to 
the sunset and the river where the 
Prison Ships were. Architectural po-
etics are replaced with greed. Now 
Parks wants to remove decades-old, 
mature shade trees to further accen-
tuate a new residential tower? They 
want to give better apartment views 
to new real-estate buyers and lifeless, 
inhumane space to park-goers. Who 
does this administration work for? 
Someone needs to investigate to get 
to the bottom of this madness.
 Citizen Architect 

 from Fort Greene

This plan to cut down huge num-
bers of shade trees is coming from 
the same administration that wanted 
to rid Time Square of street perform-
ers by turning the pedestrian prom-
enades into vehicular thoroughfares. 
They don’t seem to have a clue on how 
urbanism for people actually works.
 Confused from Fort Greene

Yes, cutting trees in parks is out-
rageous, but so is taking streets away 
for pedestrian plazas. The one in 
Times Square attracts thieves and 
molesters and hustlers of every type, 
like the ones disguised as Mickey 
Mouse and Big Bird. Proper urban-
ism is trees in parks and streets in 
the city, not streets torn from the grid 
choked into dead zones. Bethanne

  from Fort Greene

Do you know what the Parks 
Deptartment says about the benefi ts 
of trees on its own website? Mitchell 
Silver should read it:  https://www.
nycgovparks.org/sub_your_park/
trees_greenstreets/images/tree-
count_report.pdf .

Did you know a large, healthy tree 
removes almost 70 times more air pol-
lution each year than a small, newly 
planted tree. London Plane trees re-
move more than 77 tons of air pollu-
tion each year, more than one-quarter 
of all pollutant removal by city trees.  
Each year 272 tons — the equivalent 
of 40 adult elephants — of air pollu-
tion are intercepted or absorbed by 
trees in NYC. Average electricity and 
natural gas cost savings in NYC are 
$47 per street tree. Each year 313 tons 
of air pollution are avoided because 
of energy savings resulting from re-
duced emissions. The average street 
tree in NYC intercepts 1,432 gallons 
of storm water each year. 
 Tree Hugger from Fort Greene

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Courier Life, 1 MetroTech Center 
North, Brooklyn, NY 11201, or e-mail 
to editorial@cnglocal.com. Please 
include your address and tele phone 
number for so we can con fi rm you 
sent the letter. We reserve the right 
to edit all correspondence, which 
becomes the property of Courier 
Life. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Controversy growing over park’s trees
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Have you been seriously injured 
through a fault of another party?

Serving All Boros
Hablamos Espanol

Offi ce is Handicapped Accessible
No fee unless we recover

Free Consultation
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

RECOVERED FOR OUR CLIENTS

Piergrossi & Peterman
wewinyoucash.com

844-300-6648
Call our TOLL FREE hotline

for your complimentary consultation

INJURED?
WE WIN YOU $$$
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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T he races for Southern 
Brooklyn’s 22nd state Sen-
ate district and 11th Con-

gressional district have been 
two of the fi ercest contests in 
the state — and is a case study 
in the tribalism that has en-
gulfed our politics today.

As Republicans and Dem-
ocrats go at each other with 
pitchforks, it appears more 
likely then ever that indepen-
dent voters will have a huge 
sway in the outcomes of these 
races.

That is why the Reform 
Party line could be a signifi -
cant factor in these races. It 
gives this huge bloc of voters 
an oval to fi ll in if they are fed 
up with the extreme animus 
and deep divide between the 
two major parties.

In these competitive races, 
the Reform Party is support-
ing one Democrat, challenger 
Andrew Gounardes for state 
Senate, and one Republican, 
incumbent Congressman Dan 
Donovan. This is probably 
why State Conservative Party 
Chairman Mike Long recently 
said in a published report, “No 
one knows where the Reform 
Party stands or what issues 
are important to them. It’s 
pretty hard when a party en-

dorses far left and in the next 
breath they support very con-
servative candidates.”

The fact that the Reform 
Party, of which I am chair-
man, is not a rubber stamp 
for either major party is what 
makes it unique. It appeals 
to those that don’t want to be 
part of the war. It stands for 
principles that transcend the 
divisiveness between the right 
and left. These include ending 
New York’s distinction as the 
most corrupt government in 

America, giving voters more 
choice by adopting measures 
such as initiative and referen-
dum, reducing the role of spe-
cial interests and big money in 
politics, and supporting those 
candidates that the local party 
leadership believes are best 
able to represent the unique 
qualities of their districts. 

Today, most of the politi-
cal atmosphere is dominated 
by seeing things in black and 
white, with no gray area or 
room for compromise; linking 
one candidate with every po-
sition of a bogeyman in their 
party; focusing on the Proud 
Boys and Antifa; and view-
ing all decisions as a zero-sum 
game. This unfortunate real-
ity has played out in both of 
these Brooklyn races.

One of the main reasons 
being espoused for supporting 
Marty Golden is to ensure that 
the GOP maintains control of 
the state Senate since they 
have a razor-thin one vote ma-
jority. Preserving a balance of 
power in Albany is critical, but 
this race is not taking place 
in a vacuum. There are 62 
other campaigns that will im-
pact which party is in charge 
come January. In northern 
Queens, for instance, Repub-

lican Vickie Paladino crushed 
her primary opponent, giving 
her fresh momentum. More 
signifi cantly, the Democrat 
incumbent, Tony Avella, lost 
his primary to John Liu. How-
ever, Avella remains on the 
Working Families and Inde-
pendence lines, and is aggres-
sively campaigning. This will 
split their votes, and could al-
low Paladino to fl ip the seat. 
Therefore, Golden’s race is not 
a zero-sum game for control of 
the state Senate.

Linking one candidate 
with every position of some-
one else in their party is petty. 
It is just as unfair to say An-
drew Gounardes supports ev-
ery position of Gov. Cuomo as 
it is to say Marty Golden and 
Dan Donovan support every 
position of President Trump. 
Lately, because of some of Cuo-
mo’s decisions, Gounardes de-
tractors have strongly insinu-
ated that he can’t wait to get to 
Albany to let cop-killers roam 
our streets, open crack hotels 
in our neighborhoods, and al-
low Antifa to loot our stores. 
Gounardes’s family has been 
a mainstay in Brooklyn civic 
life for decades, and passed 
this spirit on to their son. To 
suggest that he wants our com-

Reform Party offers voters choices the others don’t

THE RIGHT 
VIEW

Bob Capano

munity to go to hell in a hand-
basket is wrong.

The winning-at-all-cost 
mentality of today’s politics 
can be seen in the history 
of personal attacks by Gold-
en’s staff toward anyone they 
view as their enemy of the day. 
This includes Democrats, fel-
low Republicans, and Reform 
Party offi cials. More disturb-
ing, many of these smears 
have come from anonymous 
Twitter accounts. Golden may 
not be making these attacks 
directly, but he has allowed 
these irresponsible and mean 
activities to take place under 
his watch. An elected offi cial’s 
staff’s belief that it can act 
with impunity is another rea-
son to support term limits. Or, 
at the very least, to vote that 
candidate out of offi ce.

The extreme right and left 
will inevitably fl ock to their 
party’s candidate, but it will 
be independent-minded vot-
ers who will decide these key 
elections, and be the ones that 
must restore sanity and civil-
ity in our political system.

Bob Capano is the chair-
man of the Brooklyn Reform 
Party and has been a profes-
sor of political science for more 
than 15 years.
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S P O N S O R S
as of Oct. 17, 2018

Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

9:45 am
Topic pending

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Navigating home care options

12:00 pm 
Estate and long term care 
planning: 
What you need to know

12:45 pm 
Topic pending

1:30 pm 
Preventive care for seniors

Seminars will fi ll up. Reserve your spots now at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULEThe event will feature
informa tional seminars and 
more than 50 vendor booths 
showcasing a variety of facilities, 
products and services such 
as assisted living, home care, 
pooled trusts, legal advice, 
insurance options, adult day care, 
audiology, elder care options, 
community wellness initiatives, 
and more.

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

Sunday, 
November 18th

9:30am–2pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE  Parking 

FREE  Lunch  if you register by November 7th
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2018

Each year we honor the best family-friendly businesses, services and attractions.

Vote at nyparenting.com and be entered 
into a drawing

for a two night stay for four to

 NEW YORK
Parenting

Prize package includes a 2 night stay in a king bunk suite.  Includes access to Aquatopia 
(voted #1 indoor water park in the US!) and complimentary seasonal activity tickets.  

Activities include the following: Winter - Skiing/Snow Tubing, Spring - Mountain Coaster, 
Summer - Camelbeach.
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EDUCATIONEDUCATION
                                  

             

When you consider the “offi cial” 
high school dropout rate in the 
U.S., it might not seem so bad at 

fi rst; 6.5 percent of young people 16–24 
years old have dropped out, according 
to the National Center for Education 
Statistics. However, you don’t have to 
look much closer to realize how very 
bad that number actually is. Or, to rec-
ognize that fi nding a solution is criti-
cal for the future of students who have 
not only left school, but the country as 
well.

That seemingly “low” dropout rate 
equates to more than 1.2 million stu-
dents who leave high school without 
fi nishing every year, according to Do-
Something.org. To put it another way, 
that’s 7,000 dropouts a day — one stu-
dent every 26 seconds. And that “low” 
rate establishes the United States as 
22nd out of 27 developed countries in 
terms of graduation rates.

“In the most prosperous country 
in the world, we should be striving for 
a zero dropout rate,” says Larry Pow-
ell, retired superintendent of Fresno 
County Offi ce of Education in Califor-
nia. “The key to ensuring every student 
graduates is to change the tactics the 

system is using to keep kids in school 
or get them back if they’ve dropped out. 
We need to address the issues that impel 
kids to leave school in the fi rst place.”

What drives dropout rate?
Elizabeth Jaimes found out she was 

pregnant in her freshman year of high 
school. She didn’t want to leave school 
in her sophomore year, but felt over-
whelmed being a 15-year-old mother 
with a full-time class schedule. Eliza-
beth’s situation is emblematic of a com-
mon issue that compels young people to 
leave school: unplanned pregnancy.

According to a report published in 
SAGE by researchers from Texas A&M 
University and the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education, pregnancy is one of 
the top family-related reasons for drop-
ping out. Other family-related reasons 
include having to support their family 
or take care of a family member. School-
related reasons for dropping out include 
missing too many school days, failing 
grades and not being able to keep up 
with the schoolwork.

Those reasons are very different 
from the ones students cited decades 
ago, when researchers fi rst began track-

ing the factors that contributed to the 
dropout rate. For example, in 1955, the 
leading causes of dropping out were 
marriage, a desire to work and dislike 
of school, according to the report, “Un-
derstanding Why Students Drop Out of 
High School, According to Their Own 
Reports.”

Researchers differentiate dropout 
causes as “pull” and “push” factors. 
When students feel they can’t manage 
something within the school environ-
ment, they’re “pushed” out of school. 
When factors from the student’s per-
sonal life - such as childbirth or family 
needs - cause challenges, the student is 
“pulled out” of school.

“Successfully affecting the dropout 
rate requires a system that address both 
pull and push factors,” Powell says.

Solvable situations
In order for Elizabeth to be able to re-

turn to school, she required help in ad-
dressing basic needs for herself and her 
infant daughter. Luckily, she lived near 
a Learn4Life center, one of 70 resource 
centers the nonprofi t organization oper-
ates in California. The program helped 
Elizabeth learn on her own schedule, at 

her own pace, so she could manage be-
ing a mother and a student. She gradu-
ated in 2015 and is now pursuing a de-
gree in nursing.

Learn4Life’s approach focuses on 
serving the most credit-defi cient popu-
lation by supporting the whole student 
with non-academic services like hous-
ing assistance, food, child care and 
more. Learn4Life operates under Cali-
fornia’s Alternative Schools Account-
ability Model program (ASAM) along 
with over 1,000 other district, county 
and juvenile programs designed to of-
fer credit recovery to the most disadvan-
taged students in the state.

Academically, the program centers 
on one-on-one instruction. Students 
work at their own pace, which allows 
them the fl exibility to accommodate 
both life and educational needs. They ad-
vance in the program only when they’ve 
demonstrated their thorough under-
standing of subject matter. Intense in-
struction in life and professional skills, 
such as communication and interview-
ing, and hard skills like profi ciency in 
commonly used software applications, 
aim to prepare students for personal 
and professional life after graduation.

Winning the fi ght against dropout rate one student at a time
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 •   Experience our dynamic campus culture with a day of 
live entertainment, food and fun

•   Network with professors to explore the various courses 
and majors options available to students

•  Discover financing options through scholarships and 
financial aid

•  Take a student-guided tour to see our  
beautiful campus

Your future is out there, unfold it  
by connecting to York College
Reserve your place: 
www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2018
Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451

Sunday, November 11, 12 to 3 PM

 Connect to Your Future at  
York College Open House this Fall!

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

For years, parents and pedi-
atricians fretted over how 
much screen time was 

too much, especially for very 
young children. Many child 
health experts advised mini-
mal screen time for elemen-
tary-aged kids and none at all 
for children younger than 2. 
New research, a revised policy 
from the American Academy 
of Pediatrics (AAP), and the 
personal experience of millen-
nial parents who grew up in 
the digital age, have changed 
the way parents view screen 
time for youngsters.

“Research now shows us 
that not all screen time is 
equal,” says Barbara Peacock, 
managing director of School 
Zone Inc., a recognized leader 
in creating innovative multi-
media learning tools to pre-
pare children for a lifelong 
love of education who recently 
launched AnywhereTeacher.
com, a “Digital Educational 
Playground” for kids ages 2–8. 
“Everyone agrees it’s impor-
tant for children to maintain 
healthful levels of physical ac-
tivity, but studies also show 
educational screen time can 

be an effective way to supple-
ment children’s learning. As 
the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics recently noted, ‘the 
effects of media use are multi-
factorial and depend on the 
type of media, the type of use, 
the amount and extent of use, 
and the characteristics of the 
individual child.’ ”

New understanding
The Academy of Pediatrics 

and other child health experts 
have long counseled parents 
against allowing very young 
children to have much screen 
time. However, the Academy 
recently revised its stance, 
citing “evidence regarding 
health media use (that) does 
not support a one-size-fi ts-all 
approach” to media use by 
children.

Rather than keeping young 
children off devices entirely, 
the Academy now advises 
parents to develop a Family 
Media Use Plan that takes 
into account children’s de-
velopmental stages, and uses 
that information to create an 
appropriate and individual 
balance for media usage by 

each child. The Academy en-
courages parents to establish 
boundaries for how and when 
children may use digital de-
vices, ensure they understand 
the importance of not sharing 
personal information online, 
and openly talk with children 
about media use.

In revising its recommen-
dation, the Academy of Pe-
diatrics looked to a growing 
body of research that shows 
digital media use can help 
facilitate learning. Writing 
in the Hechinger Report, a 
highly regarded watchdog me-
dia outlet that covers inequal-
ity and innovation in educa-
tion, Lisa Guernsey, director 
of New America’s early edu-
cation initiative, and Michael 
H. Levine, founding director 
of the Joan Ganz Cooney Cen-
ter, a nonprofi t literacy and 
digital media research orga-
nization, explained the shift 
in thinking.

“Literacy rates and tod-
dlers’ media use may seem un-
related, but they are inextrica-
bly tied,” the co-authors noted. 
“The important connections 
between media and reading 

must be brought to light in 
schools, households, and in 
the public’s imagination   chil-
dren at very young ages can 
gain important skills in liter-
acy and language development 
if the content on the screen is 
designed for learning and if 
they have a parent or educa-
tor who talks with them about 
what they are doing and see-
ing.”

Making media work 
for learning

Parental involvement in 
media use is the key differ-
ence between programming 
that benefi ts children’s educa-

tional development, and val-
ueless screen time, research 
shows.

The National Head Start 
Association recently stressed 
that “family engagement is in-
tegral” to successful learning. 
The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services and the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion agreed in a joint policy 
statement issued in May 2015: 
“Families are children’s fi rst 
and most important teachers, 
advocates and nurturers,” the 
statement said, calling fam-
ily involvement in kids’ edu-
cation “critical” to their long-
term success.

Experts agree some digital education may help kids learn
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EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP 

YOU MAY BE ABLE TO ATTEND  
CITY TECH TUITION-FREE!

Sunday, 10/28/2018  11 am-2 pm  285 Jay Street, Brooklyn NY 11201 

WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/OPENHOUSE
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BOROUGH WIDE

Standing O welcomes Caroline 

Pardo as the new managing director 
of Commercial Leasing at TerraCRG, 

the borough’s leading commercial real 
estate brokerage and advisory fi rm.

A pioneer of the borough’s commer-
cial market boom, Caroline brings 17 
years of retail and offi ce leasing expe-
rience. She helped curate some of the 
most vibrant and successful neighbor-
hoods and projects in the burg, includ-
ing, Dumbo, Downtown, and Industry 
City.

“We are fortunate to have Caro-
line join our team and lead our con-
tinued expansion,” said Ofer Cohen, 

founder and chief executive offi cer of 
TerraCRG.

In this new position, she will fo-
cus on building new services that are 
a natural extension of the TerraCRG 
platform and lead the development 
and growth of the commercial leasing 
team, evolving owner asset monetiza-
tion and leasing in Brooklyn.

Caroline previously held roles with 
Two Trees Management, Jame-

stown Properties, and Ingram and 

Hebron.
Specializing in the borough’s mar-

ketplace, her success in real estate 
can be attributed to her extensive 
local market knowledge, superior 
marketing strategies and uncom-
promised integrity. She also under-
stands all sides of the leasing busi-
ness, having spent signifi cant time 
with developers, retail and offi ce ten-
ants. She also understands the needs 
of small businesses. As an owner and 
founder of a growing brand of indoor 
children’s playgrounds, called Re-
cess, she is well versed on consulting 
and guiding smaller businesses as 
they look to grow.

Standing O wishes Caroline good 
luck and says, “Long may you di-
rect.”

TerraCRG [634 Dean St., in Pros-
pect Heights; (718) 768–6888].

PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS

Big money
The State University New York 

Downstate Medical Center has re-
ceived a fi ve-year federal grant from 
the Health Resources and Services 

Administration (HRSA) in the sum 
of $3.2 million buckaroos. The money 
will fund the Comprehensive Na-

tional Health Careers Opportu-

nity Program (HCOP) Academy at 
SUNY Downstate. The Offi ce of Di-

versity Education and Research 

in the College of Medicine and the 

Arthur Ashe Institute of Urban 

Health will work in collaboration on 

the HCOP Academy to attract, recruit, 
and retain economically and educa-
tionally disadvantaged students from 
Brooklyn.

“We’re delighted to partner with 
our colleagues to address the need for 
STEM pipeline programs,” said SUNY 
Downstate president Dr. Wayne J. 

Riley. “This HRSA grant affords us 
opportunities to reach students who 
might otherwise not have considered 
the variety of career paths healthcare 
offers.”

Scholarships will be offered to 
health profession degree students from 
North and Central Brooklyn commu-
nities to support students entering the 
College of Medicine and the College of 
Health-Related Professions.

State University New York, Down-
state Medical Center [450 Clarkson 
Ave. in Prospect Lefferts Gardens; (718) 
270–1000; www.downstate.edu].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BOROUGH WIDE

Borough son Charlie Romo is 
a born-and-bred talent with a set 
of pipes to rival Ol’ Blue Eyes him-
self. Our Standing O pal headlined 
at Lorenzo’s Cabaret on Staten Is-
land on Oct. 19.

This classically trained lyric 
baritone is a graduate of Wagner 

College, and excels in his interpre-
tation of jazz and the Great Ameri-
can Songbook — is there any other?

Charlie takes his inspiration 
from the greats — Frank Sinatra, 

Bobby Darin, Vic Damone, Tony 

Bennett, and Sammy Davis Jr. — 
just to name a few.

Charlie, along with top-notch 
musicians, has appeared in Las Ve-

gas, Los Angeles, and Orlando, Fla. 
And last December, our boy made 
his New York City debut at Lincoln 

Center, where he co-headlined the 
annual Christmas Spectacular at 
David Geffen Hall.

You know when you make it 
here — accolades include being the 
youngest member ever to be in-
ducted into the legendary Friars 

Club in New York City; winner of 
Broadway World’s 2016 Best De-

but Artist Award; and nominee of 
NYC Manhattan Association of 

Cabarets & Clubs’ 2017 Best Male 

Debut Artist Award.

There are plans for a gig in our 
burg next month, so stay tuned to 
this page to fi nd out the who, what, 
when, and where.

DOWNTOWN

Health and wellness
Not even rain dampened the 

spirits of intrepid runners as 143 
competitors laced up trainers, 
pinned on bibs, and participated 
in the inaugural Corporate 

Challenge—Brooklyn Runs in 
Prospect Park on Oct. 11.

Dawud Abdul-Rashid, a 
22-year-old hailing from Canarsie, 
crossed the fi nish line in record 
time of 19:05.33  — that’s a pace of 
6:09 per mile — which, as we lo-
cals know, is faster than driving 
through the park at any time.

Adam Mulia fi nished in 
second place and the fi rst place 
winner for the women was Ash-

ley Hofferber, fi nishing with a 
time of 24:16.71. After the race, 
all hit the reception at the Le-

Frak Center at Lakeside, where 
there were plenty of medals to go 
around as well as a hearty repast 
to replenish those lost calories.

Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce sponsored the inaugural 
5K Corporate Challenge to bring 
the offi ce to the park, cement 
team-building to strengthen the 
community, and benefi t health 
and wellness.

“Health and wellness is cer-
tainly on the minds of those who 
live, work, and play in Brooklyn. 
This fi rst-ever Corporate Chal-
lenge was a great way for run-
ners, or walkers, to bond with 
co-workers and enjoy the park 
and its newly renovated LeFrak 
Center at Lakeside,” said Rick 

Russo, acting president of the 
Chamber.

“I commend the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce for initi-
ating the Just Energy Brooklyn 
Runs 5K. When Brooklyn runs, 
everyone wins!” said Borough 

President Adams.

Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce [335 Adams St. #2700 in 
Downtown, (718) 875–1000].

ONE OF THE GREATS: Borough son Charlie Romo croons on stage with a sound remi-
niscent of Frank Sinatra. 

He’s making it here and anywhere 

She’s a pro at helping Brooklyn grow
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VOTE AT:
BESTOFBK.COM

VOTE NOW
Voting Ends October 31st

Vote now for the 
BEST

Arts & Entertainment • Automotive
Kids & Education • Fashion & Clothing

Health, Wellness & Beauty • Home & Garden
Pets • Services • Shopping

Sports & Activities • Weddings

718-224-5863 Ext. 244
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A champions networking event that honors top Brooklyn men

for their outstanding leadership and contributions to the community.

The event includes a business expo with networking followed

by a dinner and awards ceremony.

A CHAMPIONS AWARD & NETWORKING EVENT

PRESENTS THE 2018

El Caribe

5945 Strickland Avenue

Mill Basin, Brooklyn

TO NOMINATE, VISIT 

www.SchnepsCommunicationsEvents.com/nominate/

For sponsorship or exhibitor opportunities please

call Lori 347.225.3657

or email lpedone@schnepscommunications.com

KINGS

SAVE THE DATE: 11.14.18

NOW ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS 

Wednesday, November 14, 2018

6:00-9:00PM
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By Julianne McShane

Take a cruise to the “Tropics!”
The latest production from Park 

Slope’s Gallery Players, “Anna in 
the Tropics,” is a magnificent medita-
tion on the nature and power of desire, 
filled with passionate performances and 
complex characters. The Pulitzer Prize-
winning drama, written by Nilo Cruz and 
directed here by Mark Gallagher, plays 
through Nov. 4, and you should catch it 
while you can.

The play is set in a 1929 Florida cigar 
factory owned by Santiago, a well-mean-
ing family man with drinking and gam-
bling problems (played by Peter Tedeschi), 
his level-headed wife, Ofelia (Rebecca 
Smith), and his hapless but power-hun-

gry half-brother, Cheché (Sergio Mauritz 
Ang). 

Cheché unsuccessfully tries to bring 
change to the factory, seeking to replace 
the workers with machines and to get rid 
of the newly arrived lector, Juan Julian (an 
exceptional Fabricio Santos), who reads 
aloud from Leo Tolstoy’s novel “Anna 
Karenina” to keep the workers entertained 
as they roll leaves around tobacco. 

Juan Julian’s love for literature 
enchants Ofelia and her two daughters, 
Conchita and Marela, and the women 
spend their workdays lost in the sound of 
his voice, letting themselves be carried 
from the heat of the Florida factory to the 
snowy streets of St. Petersburg. The book 
begins to reflect the workers’ dreams and 

struggles, and they both explode with 
love, jealousy, and desire.

The two sisters are the heartbeat of 
this play. Marela, a young idealist, dreams 
of visiting Russia in real life, and har-
bors a harmless crush on Juan Julian. 
Actress Maylin Castro is perfect in the 
role, playing Marela as a strong and sassy 
woman who is not afraid to dream big. As 
Conchita, who also harbors a forbidden 
love for Julian, Abbi Hawk is excellent, 
and she and Santos have a wonderful 
chemistry, sharing a convincing love for 
language and literature. 

Tedeschi and Smith — playing the 
girls’ parents, Santiago and Ofelia — 
offer equally memorable portrayals, 
powered by passion and strong senses of 

their characters. 
The remaining men fare less well: 

Sergio Mauritz Ang as Cheché, and John 
Squires as Conchita’s husband Palomo, 
both seems unsure in their roles, playing 
relatively one-note characters, without 
the complexity that make the other roles 
so compelling. 

Those quibbles aside, the show is great 
— a sweeping story of passion that will 
leave you fully satisfied. 

“Anna in the Tropics” at Gallery Players 
(199 14th St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 595–0547, 
www.galleryplayers.com). Oct. 25–Nov. 4; 
Wed–Fri at 8 pm; Sat, 2 pm and 8 pm; 
Sun at 3 pm.  $25 ($20 seniors and kids 
under 12).

Forbidden love: Conchita (actress Abbi Hawk, center) and 
Juan Julian (Fabricio Santos, right) make a compelling pair of 
star-crossed lovers in “Anna in the Tropics,” playing through 
Nov. 4 at Gallery Players. Steven Pisano

Passion play
‘Anna in the Tropics’ a hit for Gallery Players 
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By Bill Roundy

Halloween is about candy, cos-
tumes, and trick or treating!

Adults may have hijacked 
the holiday with sexy nurse cos-
tumes and boozy parties, but there 
are still plenty of tricks and treats 
available for tykes and tots. Families 
who want to take the kids out for 
All Hallow’s Eve in Brooklyn can 
consult this list of family-friendly 
events happening this weekend and 
on Oct. 31:

Going batty
Prospect Park Zoo celebrates 

the winged mammals favored by 
vampires with a special spooky sci-
ence project about urban bats! This 
year’s Boo at the Zoo, happening on 
Saturday and Sunday from 11 am–4 
pm, will also feature a haunted barn, 
a Costumed Character Scavenger 
Hunt, and other Halloween games 
and crafts. 

Boo at the Zoo at Prospect Park 
Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. at Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, (718) 399–
7339, www.prospectparkzoo.com]. 
Oct. 27–28; 11 am–4 pm. $10 ($7 
kids).

Into the woods
Who needs a haunted house when 

you can wander a whole haunted 
forest? At the annual Halloween 
Haunted Walk and Fair from Prospect 
Park Alliance, kids can encoun-
ter werewolves, witches, and other 
Halloween spirits while they travel 
through the park’s wooded Lookout 
Hill, which ends at a Halloween Fair 
on the Nethermead with face-paint-
ing, games, and food trucks. 

Halloween Haunted Walk and Fair 
on Prospect Park Lookout Hill (150 
West Dr., enter at Prospect Park and 
Vanderbilt Street in Windsor Terrace, 
www.prospectpark.org/Halloween). 
Oct. 27; noon–3 pm. Free. 

Walking dead
The Boroughs of the Dead walk-

ing tour hosts a special kid-friend-
ly edition of its Brooklyn Heights 
ramble, with more of a focus on 

Bghosts and ghouls, and less on the 
grisly murders that created them. 
The 90-minute tour is appropriate 
for kids aged 8 and up. 

“Family-friendly Haunted 
Brooklyn Heights” (meet at Court 
Street and Pacific Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, www.boroughsofthedead.
com/brooklyn. Oct. 27 at 4:30 pm. 
$30 ($25 in advance, $15 kids 8–12).

Witch way
Bring the kids to Industry City 

for a Halloween edition of the Sunset 
Park Cinema Club, featuring a 12:15 
pm screening of “Hocus Pocus,” 
starring Bette Midler, Sarah Jessica 
Parker, and Kathy Najimy as wild 
witches out on Halloween. The after-
noon will also feature spooky sto-
rytelling, pumpkin carving, and a 
Halloween puppet show! 

“Hocus Pocus” at Industry City 
(233 37th St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset Park, www.
rooftopfilms.com). Oct. 28; 11 am–4 
pm. Free with RSVP. 

Pumpkins on parade!
Park Slope Parents host an early 

Halloween party, with pizza cooked 
in an outdoor oven, pumpkin painting 
from noon to 1:30 pm, and a costume 
contest and parade for kids and par-
ents, marching around Washington 
Park at 3 pm, with awards for best 
family costume, most creative outfit, 
and most ferocious monster!

Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195, www.the-
oldstonehouse.org]. Oct. 28; noon–3 
pm. Free.

Thriller, chiller!
Darkness falls across the land, 

the midnight hour is close at hand! 
But do not worry if you are found, 
’cause you’ve got the soul for getting 
down! Join the Thriller Dance Party 
on Myrtle Avenue Plaza, where kids 
and adults will groove from 4–5 pm, 
and then the AbunDance company 
will teach some moves inspired by 
Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” video 
to prep everyone for a group dance 
at 5:45 pm.

Thriller Dance Party at Myrtle 
Avenue Plaza [Myrtle Avenue at 
Emerson Place in Clinton Hill, (718) 
230-1689 ext. 3, www.myrtleavenue.
org). Oct. 31; 4–6 pm. Free.

Boo-tiful!
Start your trick-or-treating at 

BAMBoo, an outdoor block party 
in front of the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music. The party will feature 
stilt-walkers, candy giveaways, live 
music from  “RadioDead,” carnival 
games, and a costume contest with 
the first-place winner getting four 
tickets to a BAMKids event!

Outside the BAM Peter Jay Sharp 
Building (30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, www.bam.org). Oct. 31, 
4–7 pm. Free. 

Spook Slope
Dress to distress for the Park 

Slope Halloween Parade which 
will kick off from 14th Street and 
Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, trav-
el north on Seventh Avenue, turn 
left on Third Street and end with a 
party at JJ Byrne Playground at the 
Old Stone House. 

Park Slope Halloween Parade 
(14th Street at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, www.parkslopeciviccouncil.
org). Oct. 31 at 6:30 pm. Free.

By Kevin Duggan

Come fur the ragtime!
Brooklyn’s own 

fuzzy novelty jazz 
band Xylopholks, which plays 
tunes from the Roaring ’20s 
while its members dress in 
animal costumes, will soon 
play two gigs in the borough: 
at a kid-friendly “Ghouls and 
Gourds” Halloween party 
on Oct. 27, and at a swank 
fund-raiser for the Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music on 
Nov. 8. The Kensington xylo-
phonist behind the band said 
that he was inspired to form 
the act in 2009, after spotting 
a group of sports mascots in 
Mexico.

“I was thinking, ‘Wouldn’t 
it be great if they were also 
mariachis or something,’ ” 
said Jon Singer, who performs 
in a skunk costume and goes 
by the name Skunky.

Singer has a doctorate in 
ragtime music of the early 
20th century, but wanted 
something to set himself apart 
when taking the old-timey 
sounds to the streets.

“I didn’t know if I was 
going to go for a tuxedo or 
a cookie monster,” he said. 
“There was a whole resur-
gence of this music, with 
Gatsby parties and all. I 
thought it would be inter-
esting to go in a different 
direction.”

Xylopholks started playing 
its jolly music in the subways 
of Manhattan, with Singer 
dressed as Cookie Monster 
from “Sesame Street.” He was 
joined by Pinky, a pink goril-
la, and Dog, a dog. The cast 
has since changed and grown 
into a 10-piece, adding more 
notables from the animal 
kingdom, including a lobster, 

a cat, and a dalmatian. 
The costumes fit well with 

the lighthearted style of music, 
and also make the band more 
approachable, Singer said.

“I’m very serious about 
that music, so I can’t take 
myself that seriously,” he said. 
“When we’re playing on the 
subway, you have this one-
on-one relationship with the 
audience, you really try to 
brighten their day.”

The animal suits also 
allow the band members to 
remain relatively anonymous, 
which is rare for street musi-
cians trying to make a name 
for themselves, according to 
Singer.

“I like the anonymity, 
because so much street music 
in New York is hustling to 
get your name our there but 
with this band, instead of Jon 
Singer, Jon Singer, Jon Singer, 
I’m Skunky,” he said.

The memorable group 
quickly gained local fame, 
said Singer.

“If you stand on 42nd 
Street for 20 hours a week 
people will start to say ‘Hey 
are you that skunk that plays 
xylophone?’ ” Singer said.

Xylopholks at Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden’s “Ghouls and 
Gourds” festival at the Hayloft 
Stage [990 Washington Ave., 
at Classon Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 623–7200, www.
bbg.org]. Oct. 27 at noon, the 
band plays from 12:30–1:30 
pm. $20 ($15 students and 
seniors).

And at Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music’s 
“House Party” fund-raiser 
[58 Seventh Ave. at Lincoln 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
622–3300, www.bkcm.org]. 
Nov. 8 at 6:30 pm. $250.

Wonder girl: This costumed heroine has no fear of the Haunted Walk through Prospect 
Park, happening on Oct. 27 from noon to 3 pm.  Amanda Gentile

Weird sisters: Bring the kids to a 
free screening of the family-friendly 
Halloween film “Hocus Pocus” in 
Industry City on Oct. 28.

Party animals

TYKES AND TREATS
Kid-friendly Halloween events in Bklyn

Furry ragtime band 
Xylopholks goes wild

Furtastic: The Xylopholks have been playing ragtime tunes while wear-
ing animal costumes on the city’s streets and subways for almost a 
decade. Christopher Zedano
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3839 Nostrand Avenue /Between Aves Y & Z/  718-648-6888
 OPEN 7 DAYS 2 Party Rooms Available

     FLAMING GRILL & MODERN BUFFET - BROOKLYN          @FLAMINGGRILLBK          @FLAMINGGRILLBK

Buffet To Go Available For Takeout Priced By The Pound  |  Additional Parking Above ALDI Supermarket 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

Grill 
& Modern

Buffet
Chinese, Japanese & American Buffet

$500
 OFF

ANY ORDER OF 
$60 OR MORE

Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Expires 10/31/18.

$300
 OFF

ANY ORDER OF 
$30 OR MORE

Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Expires 10/31/18.

$250
 OFF

Each Adult Dinner Buffet
LIMIT 8 PEOPLE

with purchase of a drink (each person)
Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Expires 10/31/18.

$150
 OFF

Each Adult Lunch Buffet
LIMIT 8 PEOPLE

with purchase of a drink (each person)
Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Expires 10/31/18.

10%
 OFF

FOR SENIORS, 
MILITARY, POLICE & 

FIREFIGHTERS
(MUST PRESENT ID)

Great Meals at Affordable Prices!

$10.59
$ $6.99

$11.59
$ $7.39

$15.99
$ $9.99

$16.99
$ $10.99

ALL DAY DINNER
$16.99

$ $10.99
$1.99

NOW OPEN
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By Kevin Duggan

This trombonist has made 
some horny music!

Bed fo rd -St uy vesa n t 
musician Smoota will unveil 
his saucy sophomore album 
“Pheromones” at a launch party at 
Union Pool on Nov. 2. The trom-
bonist, singer, and producer, whose 
civilian name is Dave Smith, has 
already teased his fans with two 
singles from the raunchy record, 
including “Ballbuster,” a romantic 
ballad in the vein of 1970s soul — 
think Marvin Gaye’s “Let’s Get it 
On” with dashes of discipline and 
bondage. Smoota, who has fleshed 
out a libertine persona since his 
2013 album “Fetishes,” says that 
he wants to update vintage grooves 
with the wide spectrum of 21st cen-
tury sexuality.

“My heart lies with the 1970s 
soul music. I’m not trying to imitate 
that, but that’s where my heart is, 
the very sensual and lush sounds,” 
said Smoota. “But a lot of that old 
1970s soul presents relationships in 
a very simple way, and I feel like 
we’ve come a long way, where sto-
rytelling can be a bit more uncon-
ventional.” 

That unconventional nature is 
on display in the “Ballbuster” music 
video, which stars Smoota and his 
friend Kills To Kisses — who was 
eight months pregnant at the time 
of filming — as a sadomasochistic 
couple. It features Smoota frying 

eggs for breakfast, being whipped, 
and having melted candle wax 
poured on this chest — but in a 
loving way. Smoota said that he 
wanted to portray a fetish-based 
relationship in a way rarely seen in 
mainstream culture.

“I like to throw the most typical 
love conventions away, that typical 
Hollywood relationship where the 
man and woman have to be a cer-
tain way, and in real life that rarely 
is the situation,” Smoota said.

The nine songs on the upcoming 
album will run the gamut of sex and 
relationships, according to Smoota. 

The record will also be a sonic 
leap in quality from his lo-fi debut 
album, said Smoota — with added 
backup singers, violins, and a more 
clean production to the mix.

Smoota will play solo at the 
release party, but he has toured 
with the indie rock band TV on the 
Radio, also plays with the band on 
the television talent program “The 
Gong Show.”

Smoota at Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 609–0484, 
www.union-pool.com]. Nov. 2 at 7 
pm, Smoota at 10 pm. $20.

By Julianne Cuba

Bear with them!
A superhero team of 

humans-turned-bears will 
save the world in “Bear Squad,” a 
television show that only exists as 
a bunch of bunch of drawings and 
a script, to be read aloud by a group 
of comedians at Friends & Lovers 
in Crown Heights on Nov. 3. The 
show satirizes ’90s-era superhero 
cartoons, adding the grizzly twist 
that the heroes tear criminals apart 
with their bear hands, said that 
cartoon’s creator.

“It’s like a light-hearted goofy 
superhero where bears start maul-
ing criminals,” said Cobble Hill 
comedian Jeremy Kaplowitz, who 
also created the  “Lizard People of 
New York” Facebook page . “It’s 
very violent, sort of like a combo 
of the newer Batman combined 
with the fun silly Batman movies, 
trying to combine those two facets 

of superheroes.”
The roughly 90-minute show 

features three bears and their lead-
er, living in a make-believe Great 
White North where superheroes 
transform into large furry mam-
mals hungry for criminal nogood-
niks, said Kaplowitz.

“The script is about a team of 
superheroes who have the ability 
to turn into bears and maul crimi-
nals,” he said. “It takes place in a 
whimsical version of Canada that 
doesn’t really exist. It’s a whole 
bunch of animals, it’s like a silly 
sort of cross between talking ani-
mals and superheroes.”

The cast fur the reading will 
feature a dozen comedians. While 
they read on the stage of the Crown 
Heights venue, Kaplowitz will proj-
ect about 50 of his creative illustra-
tions behind them, in order to take 
people on a visual journey as the 
team bears the burden of fighting 

villains, he said.
Kaplowitz based his script on a 

song, also called “Bear Squad,” that 
he and his friends wrote in college. 
He turned the lyrics into a satiri-
cal and gory superhero comedy, 
he said. 

“It was a very simple thing I sort 
of extrapolated into characters,” 
said Kaplowitz. “It’s very silly, 
dark, and satirical. I think it’s going 
to be really fun.”

“Bear Squad” at Friends and 
Lovers (641 Classon Ave. between 
Pacific and Dean streets in Crown 
Heights, www.fnlbk.com). Nov. 3 at 
8 pm. Free. 

By Alexandra Simon

He led the way.
The grandson of the 

first black person to 
hold public office in Brooklyn 
wants to ensure that his grand-
father’s legacy is not forgot-
ten. The author of “Boss of 
Black Brooklyn: The Life and 
Times of Bertram L. Baker,” 
who will read from his book 
at Greenlight Bookstore in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens on 
Oct. 30, wants to remind people 
about his elder’s importance to 
black Brooklynites before it is 
too late.

“After he died people would 
say, ‘Oh, your grandpa was 
Bertram Baker?’ and if they 
were in their 80s, they’d say ‘I 
knew him,’ ” said Ron Howell, a 
professor at Brooklyn College. 
“But as the years go by, I heard 
that less and less, and he was 
sort of forgotten and unknown, 
and I had this feeling within me 
to find out more about him and 
share it.”

Bertram L. Baker was born 
on the Caribbean island of Nevis 
in 1898 and came to the States 
in 1915. He founded the United 
Action Democratic Association 
club, and became the first black 
politician to represent Brooklyn 
in the state Assembly in 1948. 
As an immigrant in the rap-
idly growing city, Baker helped 
redefine the Democratic party 
during a time when most native 
black Americans associated the 
party with slavery, and he cre-
ated a new political power base 
in the borough.

“When people started look-
ing to Brooklyn — and a lot of 
black people were coming, espe-
cially from the South — that’s 
really what turned Bertram 
Baker into the powerhouse that 
he was,” said Howell. “He was 

able to unite the Caribbean 
immigrants from early 1900s 
with black people who were 
from South, and build a politi-
cal club.”

Caribbean immigrants had 
no history with American polit-
ical parties, which allowed them 
to gain influence in ways that 
black Americans would never 
attempt, he said.

“The Democratic Party was 
just a democratic party to them, 
and they came and what they 
saw was who had the power at 
the time.”

Baker was a force in attract-
ing both people and jobs to the 
borough, and the book explains 
how he used his power to help 
black lawyers and other aspir-
ing political movers-and-shak-
ers to get their head start.

Howell says the message 
within the book is to appreciate 
the pioneers who came before, 
and to provide some perspective 
on how much black Brooklyn 
has changed over the years.

“We should have great 
respect for our ancestors and 
those who paved the way and 
made life more bearable, and 
develop a necessary love within 
you to make yourself under-
stand that you have to take 
that and pass it along,” he said. 
“Black Brooklyn is not what 
was and I guess that also stands 
out — because the setting and 
focus of the book is vanishing 
before our eyes and you have to 
wonder what it’s going look like 
in 10 to 20 years.”

“Boss of Black Brooklyn” 
at Greenlight Bookstore 
[632 Flatbush Ave. between 
Chester and Westbury courts 
in Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
(718) 246–0200, www.green-
lightbookstore.com]. Oct. 30 at 
7:30 pm. Free.

Back with a bang: Smoota will make a tantalizing return with his 1970s-inspired 
sophomore record “Pheromones,” launching at Union Pool on Nov. 2. Paige Craig

Telling his tale: Brooklyn College professor Ron Howell’s debut book “The 
Boss of Black Brooklyn,” chronicles the life of his maternal grandfather, 
Bertram L. Baker, a Nevisian immigrant who became the first black person 
to hold public office in Brooklyn. Photo by Alexandra Simon

Tooth and law: A bear stops a robbery in 
action.  Jeremy Kaplowitz

He’s the Boss

BRASS BALLS

Grin and bear it

Smoota launches saucy second album

Read Bklyn’s black history
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When you’ve got 90 years of expe-
rience, you know how to throw awe-
some parties.

Their grandparents may have 
started Sirico’s Catering, but two 
cousins, Hercules and Jim Sirico, 
are the ones that keep these parties 
going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to 
be done? Your life just got easier 
because everything you need is co-
ordinated by Sirico’s in-house wed-
ding planner who directs the pro-
cess.    

Ceremony: Want to get married 
here? Say the word, and the planner 
will say, “I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be 
good. With customized menus for 
every taste and budget, it will be. 
Guests enjoy drinks and food in a 
separate room for the cocktail hour, 
then make their way to another 
for dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for the 
bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, 
hip, gets the party started, and 
keeps it moving all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will 
be treasured for a lifetime, so Siri-
co’s works with proven photogra-
phers and videographers who make 
sure special moments are captured. 
The beautiful gardens and active 
fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the 
mood and atmosphere, so color-co-
ordinate your event with an LED 
lighting package. It can match your 
wedding colors. Or, reach for the 
stars with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright blue 

sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because 
Sirico’s party planner has your 
back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where the 
guest of honor can wait with friends 
before the introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the 
place where teens enjoy drinks that 
include virgin pina coladas, straw-
berry daiquiris, and frozen sensa-
tions.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun 
food, customize designed to taste. 
Among the offerings: taco stations, 
a mashed potato bar, and sliders. 
For dessert, there’s an ice cream 
sundae bar, candy tables, and Siri-
co’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-
house designs and decorations, tai-
lored to teens. Balloon center pieces 
are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls 
for unique needs, and Sirico’s ac-
commodates them all. Whether it’s 
an anniversary, retirement, Com-
munion, Confirmation, corporate 
event, or other special occasion, Sir-
ico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can 
accommodate up to 100, 200, and 300 
people. Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for all 
guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.

between 80th and 81st streets in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.
siricos.net]. Open Tuesdays through 
Sundays, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E 

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

7717 3rd

Book Your
Holiday Party Now!
Event Space Holds 25-100+ Guests
Weddings  Christenings  Engagements
Bridal/Baby Showers  Holiday Parties
Birthdays  Anniversaries  Reunions

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR PARTY PACKAGES

GREENHOUSECAFE.COM
Brunch on Weekends!

GREENHOUSE 
CAFE

Now 
Accepting Reservations 

Noon – 7pm

“INGENIOUS 
BUBBLE WIZARDRY.”

  -THE NEW YORKER

Telecharge.com or 212.239.6200
For groups or birthdays call 866.642.9849

 New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.

GazillionBubbleShow.com  

New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.

GGGGGGGGaaazzziiiiiiilllllllllllliiiiiiiooonnnBBBBBBuuubbbbbbbbbbbblllllleeeSSSSSSShhhhhhooowww cccooommmm
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, OCT. 26
MUSIC, NICK CAVE AND 

THE BAD SEEDS: $19–
$99. 7:15 pm.

SAT, OCT. 27
MUSIC, KEITH URBAN: 

$35–$99. 7:30 pm.

SUN, OCT. 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V GOLDEN 
STATE WARRIORS: 
$152–$2,250. 5 pm.

WED, OCT. 31
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V DETROIT PIS-
TONS: $20–$818. 7:30 
pm.

THU, NOV. 1
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PITTS-
BURGH PENGUINS: 
$21–$512. 7 pm. 

FRI, NOV. 2 
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V HOUSTON 
ROCKETS: $73–$1,999. 
7:30 pm. 

SAT, NOV. 3
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V NEW JER-
SEY DEVILS: $21–$820. 
7 pm.

WED, NOV. 7
FAMILY, DISNEY ON ICE 

PRESENTS MICKEY’S 
SEARCH PARTY: 7 pm. 
$18–$101.

THU, NOV. 8
FAMILY, DISNEY ON ICE 

PRESENTS MICKEY’S 
SEARCH PARTY: 11 am 
and 7 pm. $18–$101.

FRI, NOV. 9
FAMILY, DISNEY ON ICE 

PRESENTS MICKEY’S 
SEARCH PARTY: 7 pm. 
$18–$101.

SAT, NOV. 10
FAMILY, DISNEY ON ICE 

PRESENTS MICKEY’S 
SEARCH PARTY: 11 
am, 3 pm, and 7 pm. 
$18–$101.

SUN, NOV. 11
FAMILY, DISNEY ON ICE 

PRESENTS MICKEY’S 
SEARCH PARTY: 11 
am, 3 pm, and 7 pm.. 
$18–$101.

TUE, NOV. 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V VAN-
COUVER CANUCKS: 
$15–$440. 7 pm.

WED, NOV. 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V MIAMI HEAT: 
$31–$2,500. 7 pm.

THU, NOV. 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V NEW 
YORK RANGERS: $15–
$440. 7:30 pm.

SAT, NOV. 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V LOS ANGELES 
CLIPPERS: $43–$2,500. 
6 pm. 

SUN, NOV. 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V DALLAS 
STARS: 1 pm.

MON, NOV. 19
SPORTS, LEGENDS CLAS-

SIC: Men’s basketball 
teams from St. John’s, 
Temple, Virginia Com-
monwealth, and Uni-
versity of California. 
$15–$250. 7 pm.

TUE, NOV. 20
SPORTS, LEGENDS CLAS-

SIC: Consolation and 
championship games. 
$15–$250. 7 pm.

FRI, OCT. 26
THEATER, “ROSENCRANTZ 

AND GUILDENSTERN 
ARE DEAD”: Cave Theater 
presents the existential 
story of two minor char-
acters in “Hamlet” as they 
bumble their way towards 
their fate. $30. 8 pm. Wa-
terfront Museum Barge 
[290 Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
624–4719], www.water-
frontmuseum.org. 

COMEDY, “RIVERDALE” 
LIVE: A night of sketches 
inspired by the steamy 
soap opera featuring Ar-
chie, Betty, Veronica, and 
Jughead. $8. 7 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

DANCE, “EVERYWHERE ALL 
THE TIME”: The Sean Cur-
ran Company celebrates 
its 20th anniversary with 
a new collaboration with 
Grammy Award-winning 
Third Coast Percussion 
and Donnacha Dennehy. 
$25. 7:30 pm. BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. 
at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

DANCE, “JEROME ROB-
BINS’ WATERMILL”: The 
dance piece is reimagined 
by director and choreog-
rapher Luca Veggetti. $25. 
7:30 pm. BAM Fisher (321 
Ashland Pl. between Han-
sen Place and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “PAY NO ATTEN-
TION TO THE GIRL”: An 
adaptation of “One Thou-
sand and One Nights.” 
$30. 7:30 pm. The Doxsee 
[232 52nd St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 398–
3095], www.targetmargin.
org. 

MUSIC, “DRAGUS MAXI-
MUS”: Aphrodite com-
missions Homer to create 
a new epic love poem in 
this “homersexual opera 
odyssey,” featuring opera 
singers drag. With themed 
drinks and a costume con-
test. $25–$50 ($250 VIP). 8 
pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.heartbeatop-
era.org. 

THEATER, “SITUATIONS”: 
Robert Greene’s one-man 
show about navigating life 
as an artist, an observer, 
and a black man in Amer-
ica today. $22. 8 pm. BAX 
– Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
[421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832–0018], www.bax.org. 

MUSIC, TYRESE AND 
TAMIA: The R&B sounds of 
crooner Tyrese and soulful 
songstress Tamia. $59. 8 
pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, SPELLBOUND: 
A pre-Halloween party 
with live performances 
and dope disc jockeys. 
Free. 10 pm. Superfi ne [126 
Front St. at Pearl Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 243–9005], 
www.superfi ne.nyc. 

NIGHTLIFE, PROM FROM 
HELL: Music from the 
1980s-2000s, horror movie 
projections, a photo 

booth, and spiked drink 
specials. With a costume 
contest. $10. 10:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, OCT. 27
FUND-RAISER, WALK TO 

FIGHT SUICIDE: An “Out 
of the Darkness” commu-
nity walk to raise aware-
ness and funds for the 
American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention. Reg-
istration begins at 9 am. 
Donations accepted. 10 
am–1 pm. Carmine Carro 
Community Center [3000 
Fillmore Ave., between 
Madison Place and Marine 
Parkway in Marine Park, 
(718) 375–9158], www.
afsp.org. 

MARKET, STRANGE AND 
UNUSUAL MARKET: 
Coney Island USA hosts 
local artists with creepy 
creations for Halloween 
enthusiasts. Free. Noon–6 
pm. Sideshows by the Sea-
shore (1208 Surf Ave. at W 
12th St. in Coney Island). 

NIGHTLIFE, HALLOWEEN A 
GO-GO!: Burlesque dancer 
Beelzebabe presents an 
evening of B-movie clips, 
dancing devils, costumes, 
and candy! $15. 9 pm. 
Coney Island USA [1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159], www.coneyis-
land.com.

ART, BWAC FALL ARTS 
SHOW: The Brooklyn Wa-
terfront Artists Coalition 
closes its 40th season with 
six different exhibits, in-

ART, OUR BEAUTIFUL 
BONES: Artist and de-
signer Roberto Gato 
Echanique showcases 
his spirited artworks and 
sculptures, which use 
plants, animal bones, and 
detailed fl owers made 
from steel, at a reception 
with live music and poetry 
readings. 7 pm. House 
Gallery (314 E. 17th St. 
between Cortelyou and 
Beverley roads in Ditmas 
Park). 

TALK, MEDIUM POPCORN 
WATCHES “CANDYMAN 
2”: The movie podcast dis-
sects the 1995 horror fl ick. 
With an audience costume 
contest. $10. 7 pm. Little-
fi eld (635 Sackett St. be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, HOOTENANNY: A 
lineup of kids’ musicians 
play music for each other. 
$20. 7 pm. Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

READING, “NORTHANGER 
ABBEY, A ROMANTIC 
GOTHIC COMEDY”: A 
Halloween Gala and read-
ing of Lynn Marie Macy’s 
adaptation of Jane Aus-
ten’s novel. $50. 7:30 pm. 
Art New York Studios (138 
S. Oxford St. between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue in Fort Greene), 
www.theater2020.com. 

TALK, STUFF THEY DON’T 
WANT YOU TO KNOW: A 
live version of the podcast 
about conspiracy theories. 
$20. 7:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, GARBAGE: $45. 8 
pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, DEVIL’S NIGHT 
2018: A night of monstrous 
melodies from Phil Har-
ris, Clinical Trials, Dalton 
Deschain and the Traveling 
SHow, and Mischief Night. 
Free. 8 pm. The Way Sta-
tion [683 Washington Ave. 
between St. Marks Av-
enue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, SYCAMORE 
HALLOWEEN PARTY: 
Music, games, and a cos-
tume contest with a $50 
bar tab for the winner. 
Free. 10 pm. Sycamore 
[1118 Cortelyou Rd. be-
tween Stratford and West-
minster roads in Ditmas 
Park, (347) 240–5850], 
sycamorebrooklyn.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, BE CUTE 
BROOKLYN: This LGBTQ-
friendly dance party in-
vites all aliens from outer 
space to dance to the 
tunes of Matty Beats and 
Horrorchata. $10. 11 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “ROSENCRANTZ 
AND GUILDENSTERN 
ARE DEAD”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Oct. 26.

cluding the “Really Afford-
able Art Show,” an exhibit 
of giant installations, and 
album cover art, among 
others. $5 suggested do-
nation. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., 
near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–2506], 
www.bwac.org. 

READING, “THE ELEPHANT 
IN THE ROOM”: During 
the closing weekend of the 
BWAC Fall Show, writers 
present original stories, 
poems, and songs. Free. 
2–5 pm. Brooklyn Water-
front Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

HALLOWEEN, MONSTER 
MASH HALLOWEEN COS-
TUME CRAWL: Bar crawl 
at Floyd NY, Fawkner, 
and Union Hall featuring 
drinks, bocce, music, fun 
surprises, and a costume 
contest with cash prize! 
$15. 1–9 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, STORIES AND SEA 
SHANTIES OF BLACK 
CIVIL WAR SAILORS: Sing-
ers and storytellers Vienna 
Carroll and Keith Johnston 
perform sea shanties by 
black sailors in antebellum 
times. Free. 2–6 pm. Gow-
anus Canal Dredgers boat-
house [165 Second St. at 
Bond Street in Gowanus, 
(718) 243–0849], www.
gowanuscanal.org. 

MUSIC, “DRAGUS MAXI-
MUS”: 7 pm and 10 pm. 
See Friday, Oct. 26. 

Fear factor: On All Hallow’s Eve, the Brooklyn Nets will put 
the fear into the Detroit Pistons during their game at Barclays 
Center. Associated Press / Carlos Osorio

A bone to pick: Get in the Halloween spirit by peeking at 
paintings of skulls in Roberto Gato Echanique’s exhibit “Our 
Beautiful Bones,” opening at House Gallery in Ditmas Park on 
Oct. 27. Roberto Gato Echanique
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SUN, OCT. 28
MARKET, STRANGE AND 

UNUSUAL MARKET: 
Noon–6 pm. See Saturday, 
Oct. 27. 

TOUR, ENVIRONMEN-
TAL JUSTICE TOUR OF 
GOWANUS: Explore the 
neighborhood and learn 
about the challenges and 
opportunities posed by 
the Gowanus Canal Super-
fund Clean Up. $10. Noon. 
(Union Street at Fourth 
Avenue in Gowanus), so-
cialjusticetours.com. 

FILM, “INTO THE NIGHT”: A 
screening of the documen-
tary about people forever 
changed by encounters 
with mortality. $15. 2 pm. 
St. Ann’s Church [157 Mon-
tague St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875–6960]. 

ART, “FANTASTICALLY 
EKPHRASTIC!”: Poets, 
playwrights, musicians, 
and performance art-
ists perform new work 
responding to art in the 
BWAC Fall Show. Free. 2–4 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van 
Brunt St., near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 596–
2506], www.bwac.org. 

MUSIC, “A TOUR DE 
FRANCE”: The Brooklyn 
Symphony plays Ravel, 
Bizet and Canteloube. $25 
($20 in advance). 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, “GOTTA SING!” 
CONCERT: The Regina 
Opera Company presents 
a selection of show-stop-
ping arias and duets, and 
English and Spanish popu-
lar songs. $15 ($5 teens, 
kids free). 3 pm. Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help School 
Auditorium [5902 Sixth 
Ave. at 60th Street in Sun-
set Park, (718) 259–2772], 
www.reginaopera.org. 

MUSIC, THE MCCARRON 
BROTHERS: Free. 5 pm. 
Good Shepherd Church 
[Avenue S and Batchelder 
Street in Marine Park, (718) 
998–2800]. 

COMEDY, A COMEDY 
NIGHT TO BENEFIT 
THE TRAYVON MARTIN 
FOUNDATION: A fund-
raiser hosted by Michael 
Che with Kerry Coddett, H. 
Jon Benjamin, Larry Mur-
phy, Maeve Higgins and 
Jon Glaser. $35. 7 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MON, OCT. 29
TALK, NEW MODELS FOR 

EDUCATION: Pratt Presi-
dent Frances Bronet talks 
about how higher educa-
tion can be transformed. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Memorial 
Hall Auditorium [200 Wil-
loughby Ave. at Steuben 
Street in Clinton Hill, (718) 
636–3649], pratt.edu. 

MUSIC, ROSEANNE CASH: 
An evening of music and 
literature to launch Cash’s 
new album “She Remem-
bers Everything.” $30. 7 
pm. Pioneer Works [159 
Pioneer St. between Imlay 
and Conover streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–3001], 
pioneerworks.org. 

COMEDY, BUTTERBOY: A 
weekly stand-up comedy 
show hosted by Aparna 
Nancherla, Maeve Higgins, 
and Jo Firestone. $10 ($8 
in advance). 8 pm. Little-
fi eld (635 Sackett St. be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, CHICKEN, ROAD, 
LOL!: A weekly comedy 
open mic night offer-
ing fi ve minutes to each 
performer. Free. 8 pm. 
Excelsior [563 Fifth Ave. 
between 15th and 16th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
788–2710], www.excelsior-
brooklyn.com. 

TUES, OCT. 30
COMEDY, JENNY’S BIRTH-

DAY VARIETY SHOW!: 
Jenny Gorelick’s birthday-
themed comedy show wel-
comes John Trowbridge, 
Kuhoo Verma, Friends Who 
Folk, and many more. $8. 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], unionhallny.com. 

READING, BEASTIE BOYS 
BOOK: Authors (and for-
mer Beastie Boys) Adam 
Horovitz and Michael Dia-
mond will discuss “Beastie 
Boys Book,” with a con-
versation, readings, and a 
question and answer ses-
sion. $80. 8 pm. Kings The-
atre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

SLAMJUNK HALLOWEEN 
PARTY!: The soul party 
welcomes Elevator Party 
and Grey Alone. $5. 8 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

WED, OCT. 31
NIGHTLIFE, ROCKY HOR-

ROR PICTURE SHOW LIVE 
KARAOKE: The Occasion-
alists present a “Rocky 
Horror” revue, with a 
costume contest, shadow 
cast, and raffl e. $12. 7 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, HALLOWEEN 
DANCE PARTY: A free 

Halloween Dance Party 
with DJ Herbert Holler! 
Come in costume and re-
ceive two-for-one drinks all 
night. Free. 7 pm. Industry 
City (220 36th Street be-
tween Second and Third 
Avenues in Sunset Park). 

DANCE, “I HUNGER FOR 
YOU”: Five dancers per-
form in Kimberly Bartosik’s 
show about faith, violence, 
and compassion. $25. 7:30 
pm. BAM Fisher (321 Ash-
land Pl. between Hansen 
Place and Lafayette Ave-
nue in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org. 

COMEDY, SPOOKTOWN 
HOMETACULAR: A Hal-
loween edition of “My 
Hometown,” with comedi-
ans looking at the scarier 
side of where they’re from. 
$6. 7:30 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, SYCAMORE 
HALLOWEEN PARTY: 9 
pm. See Saturday, Oct. 27. 

THURS, NOV. 1
CONCERTS ON THE SLOPE: 

20th century works for 
bassoon, viola and piano. 
$20 suggested donation. 
3 pm. St. John’s Episco-
pal Church [139 St. John’s 
Pl. between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3928]. 

DINING, FIRESIDE FEAST: 
Enjoy a colonial-style meal 
cooked on an outdoor 
hearth, hear about the his-
tory of local spirits, and 
drink local brandy and 
cider at this food series. 
$25–$35. 6 pm. Wyck-
off House Museum (5816 
Clarendon Road at Ditmas 
Avenue in East Flatbush), 
www.wyckoffmuseum.org. 

READING, “WELL-READ 
BLACK GIRL” WITH 
GLORY EDIM: The editor 
of the anthology of essays 
by black women writers 
talks with contributors Ni-
cole Dennis-Benn, Jamia 
Wilson, Kaitlyn Greenidge, 
Carla Bruce-Eddings, and 
Renée Watson. $16 ($35 
with book). 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

November 9th at 7 PM | $42

BLUES AND 
THE GOLDEN 
AGE OF JAZZ! 
Celebrate the joy of the blues and 
the golden age of jazz with Pianist 
& Vocalist NICOLE ZURAITIS and the 
MUSICTALKS Jazz Quartet

includes  
wine and 
cheese

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

November 3rd at 8 PM | $34

OH WHAT  
A NIGHT! 
CHARLES CALELLO & His Orchestra 
with Guest Vocalists NICHOLAS KING  
& TOMEY SELLARS
Spend an evening with former 
Four Season and acclaimed Music 
Arranger for most of the group’s top 
ten hits such as: “Sweet Caroline,” 
“Let’s Hang On,” “My Eyes Adored 
You,” and so much more.
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MUSIC, ELLIOTT SHARP: Ir-
Rational Music: A concert 
celebrating the release of 
Elliott Sharp’s forthcoming 
album Dispersion and the 
publication of his book, 
IrRational. $25 ($18 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

MUSIC, HEATHER HEADLEY: 
Tony and Grammy Award-
winner Heather Headley 
will perform gospel hits 
from her fi rst album of the 
genre, “Audience of One.” 
Starting at $45. 8 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-

bush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

THEATER, “ZODIAC MATH”: 
A one-woman show of 
intimate storytelling, 
scored by anachronistic 
alt-pop, exploring ques-
tions of sexual identity and 
twin magic. $20. 8 pm. 
MITU580 [580 Sackett St., 
Unit A, between Third Av-
enue and Nevins Street in 
Gowanus, (603) 490–0668], 
www.thenewcollectives.
com. 

COMEDY, “THE FISH 
BOWL”: A weekly night of 
stand-up with host Tyler 
Fischer. $10. 9 pm. Gotham 
Market at the Ashland (590 
Fulton St. at Ashland Place 
in Fort Greene), www.got-
hammarketashland.com/
comedy.

FRI, NOV. 2
MUSIC, THE DOWNTOWN 

BROOKLYN CHAMBER 
MUSIC FESTIVAL: The 
festival kicks off with in-
ternational up and coming 
classical musicians playing 
work by Mendelssohn, 
Pergolesi, and the world 
premier of “String Quar-
tet No. 2” by Felix Jarrar. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral [64 
Schermerhorn St. between 
Boerum Place and Court 
Street in Downtown Brook-
lyn, (718) 624–0595]. 

MUSIC, “CEMETERY 
GATES”: A Smiths and 
Morrissey Halloween with 
the Sons & Heirs. Masters 
& Servants, a Depeche 

Mode cover band, opens. 
$18. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

COMEDY, DIE LAUGHING: 
A stand-up and comedic 
storytelling event focused 
on death and loss. With 
Chris Duffy, Erik Berg-
strom, Shalewa Sharp, and 
more. $8. 10 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.  

SAT, NOV. 3
TALK, GS2018: A one-day 

conference celebrating ten 
years of Guerilla Science’s 
unique approach to sci-
ence communication. Meet 
the innovative creators 
that inspire us, and help us 
examine new ways of com-
municating, working, and 
collaborating. $125. 9 am. 
Pratt Institute School of 
Architecture [61 St James 
Pl. in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–3600], pratt.edu. 

TALK, INMATES TO ENTRE-
PRENEURS: A one-day, 
free entrepreneurship 
seminar open to anyone 
with a criminal record. 
RSVP requested. Free. 9 
am–4 pm. Brooklyn Col-
lege Student Center (2705 
Campus Rd. at E. 27th 
Street in Midwood), inmat-
estoentrepreneurs.org. 

MUSIC, DAUGHTERS: $25. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Bazaar (150 
Greenpoint Ave. between 
Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street in Green-
point), www.bkbazaar.com. 

Rosencrantz: Do you think death could possibly be a boat?
Guildenstern: No,  Death is … not. … Death is the ultimate 
negative. Not-being. You can’t not-be on a boat.
Rosencrantz: I’ve frequently not been on boats.
Guildenstern: No, no, no — what you’ve been is not on boats.
This weekend is your final chance to catch the existential 
comedy “Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead” on a boat!  
It plays at the Waterfront Barge Museum in Red Hook on Oct. 
26 and Oct. 27.  Alex Etling

WED, NOV. 7
TALK, MEETING OF 

FAITH BASED LEAD-
ERS: Help those in 
need get health care. 
Join UnitedHealth-
care and other local 
community organiza-
tions for an afternoon 
of networking. Learn 
about event opportu-
nities, collaborate with 
other groups, discover 
how UnitedHealth-
care is involved in 
your community, enter 
to win up to $500 in 
sponsorship dollars 
for your organization. 
Refreshments and gift 
bags will be provided. 
For questions contact 
Sui Mui (sui_mui@uhc.
com). Free. 11 am–3 
pm. The Tillary [85 
Flatbush Ave. Ext. at 
Tillary Street in Down-
town, (952) 202–2486].
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Advertise it with us and find that 
perfect roommate!

Call us at 
718.260.2555

Have a 
vacant room? 
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• Never Wait For Service Again 
• Any Ford or Lincoln
   Vehicle New or Used
• No Matter Where You
   Bought or Leased… 
   We Can Service It
• All Warranty Work

ONLINE 24/7: PremierFordOfBayRidge.com

152  58th Street, Brooklyn
1-347-578-7900
New Car Showroom: 612 86th Street, Brooklyn

NEW
SERVICE
CENTER

FORD
SERVICE

IS BACK
IN BAY
RIDGE!

OIL & FILTER
CHANGE

$1995
+ tax

Up to 5 quarts of oil. Featuring. Diesel vehicles or synthetic oil additional charge. On Ford & Lincoln vehicle only. 1 Per 

Customer. Prior sales excluded. Offer valid with coupon; must present prior to service write-up. Expires 11/30/18.

FORD SERVICE SPECIAL

NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY
Monday thru Friday: 7:00AM - 6:00PM
Saturday: 7:30AM - 3:30PM, Sunday: Closed

OPEN
SATURDAYS


