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MOST STORES OPEN 6PM 
THANKSGIVING NIGHT!
Visit modells.com for store hours

THURSDAY & 
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Men’s Smith’s 
Unlined Denim 
or Canvas 
Pants Reg. $19.99

NOW 
$10

Men’s & 
Women’s 
Champion 
Powerblend 
Fleece Tops & 
Bottoms
Reg. $19.99–$29.99 

NOW 
$10–$15

Look for the Flag in-stores!

Men’s US Life 1/4 
Zip Arctic Fleece
Reg. $15 • MSRP $39.99 

NOW 
$7.50

Kids’ Champion
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Fleece Tops & 
Bottoms MSRP $28-$32 
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$14–$16

Select Men’s 
32 Degrees 
Down 
Jackets
Reg. $39.99 

NOW 
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Youth Jets 
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Solid 
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Jackets
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Men’s 
Champion 
or CB 
Sports 
Systems 
Jackets
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$35
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Tops & Bottoms
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Men’s Champion 
Puffer Jackets
Reg. $49.99
MSRP $80–$100

NOW 
$25
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wouldn’t be anywhere to play, 
because it would be covered in 
weeds,” he said.

Costas’s “Floating Goat” 
moniker was one of some 300 
that locals suggested to the 
Alliance for its quasi-demo-
cratic process, in which green 
thumbs whittled down the 
hundreds of options to a short 
list of nine they could live 
with, according to a spokes-
woman for the park keepers.

“We didn’t want to be copy 
cats of Boaty McBoatface,” 
said Lucy Gardener, referenc-
ing the popular, but overruled, 
crowd-sourced moniker for a 
British ship offi cials asked the 
public to name in 2016.

Alliance leaders then asked 
locals to vote for their favorite 
of the nine fi nalists — which 
included such inspired names 
as “Weedzilla” and “Chompy” 

BY COLIN MIXSON
This kid is the greatest of all 
time!

A Windsor Terrace tyke 
suggested the winning name 
for Prospect Park’s recently 
acquired fl oating weed har-
vester, which green-space of-
fi cials offi cially christened 
the “Floating Goat” at a Nov. 
16 ceremony near the Boat-
house in Brooklyn’s Back-
yard.

Eight-year-old Jack Cos-
tas joined leaders of meadow 
steward the Prospect Park 
Alliance and local offi cials 
at the naming event, where 
the youngster stressed the 
importance of  the vessel that 
sucks up unwanted plants on 
the surface of Prospect Park 
Lake and spits them out as 
mulch .

“If there wasn’t anything 
to clean up weeds, there 

GOT HIS GOAT: Jack Costas reigned victorious in the contest to name Prospect Park’s new weed-harvesting boat with his suggestion, the “Float-
ing Goat.” Photo by Colin Mixson

Continued on page 16
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A Carroll Gardens restaura-
teur this week shuttered his 
beloved Middle Eastern eat-
ery on Smith Street after 20 
years in the neighborhood.

The owner of Zaytoons 
served his last meal at the es-
tablishment between Sackett 
and Degraw streets on Nov. 
20, before  closing its kitchen 
for good in an attempt to wind 
down after decades of feeding 
hungry locals, he said.

“I’m just trying to simplify 
my life,” said Faried Assad. 
“It really came down to, I got 
tired.”

But Assad didn’t quit the 
local culinary game entirely 
— he will still be whipping up 
delicacies at Zaytoons Van-
derbilt Avenue outpost in 
Prospect Heights, which he 
said is larger and more profi t-
able than the Carroll Gardens 
fl agship due to its outdoor 
garden, and proximity to ice 
cream.

“If you’re living the 
same distance between Car-
roll Gardens and Prospect 
Heights, they go to Prospect, 
because they can fi nd seating, 
there’s a garden, and Ample 
Hills Creamery is across the 
street,” he said.

And the entrepreneur, 
who owns the Smith Street 
building his restaurant oc-
cupied, is keeping the spot in 
the business by leasing it out 
to the owners of burger joint 
Nature’s Grill.

Assad claimed he could 
have raked in gobs of cash 
by renting the space to a bar 
or an Italian restaurant in-
stead, but said the area is al-
ready lousy with those es-
tablishments, so he chose to 

Continued on page 16

FIRST MATE!

Zaytoons 
closes in 

C’Gardens

Windsor Terrace boy wins Prospect Park’s boat-naming contest
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By Kevin Duggan

Call it a drama for dramatic times.
A new interactive play delves 

deep into the turbulent 1960s, 
drawing a connection to the struggles of 
young political activists in 2018. “The 
White Album,” opening at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s Harvey Theater on 
Nov. 28, adapts journalist Joan Didion’s 
1978 essay of the same name for the stage, 
and examines how the dramatic changes 
of that decade resonate today, according 
to its director.

“I was interested to see whether the 
most defining issues that were questioned 
by the youth in the 1960s resonate with 
the issues of young activists today,” said 
Lars Jan.

Didion’s essay takes a first-person 
look at the movements and events that 
challenged American society in the final 
years of the decade, including the Black 
Panthers, student protests, and the Manson 
Family murders, all of which boiled over in 
her native California. 

Actress Mia Barron will recite the essay 
onstage, bringing Didion’s lucid writing 

voice to life, according to Jan.
“Essential to the essay is that Didion 

herself is the central character,” Jan said. 
“Mia translates the electricity of Didion’s 
language into somebody reflecting on her 
own inner life and physiology, in a way 
that’s very human.”

While most of the audience will watch 
Barron and a small group of actors per-
form Didion’s text, an additional selection 
of about 20 audience members will join 
them onstage. 

Before each show, Jan and his Early 
Morning Opera company will recruit this 
“inner audience” from among local stu-
dents, activists, and artists between the 
ages of 21 and 30. 

Members of this group will watch the 
beginning of the play from the stage, and 
then shift into the background, moving 
into a glass structure that resembles a mid-
century Californian house. 

Instead of hearing the rest of the play, 
they will don headphones and listen to 
recordings of seminal events from the 
1960s, including concert films and footage 
of police cracking down on protests.

To most of the audience, the scene 
onstage will look like a quiet gathering 
that finally breaks into a dance party that 
is fully 2018, according to Jan.

“They become kind of a visual score,” 
he said.

After the show, the two audiences will 
have a chance to come together for an open 
discussion of the themes of the play. Jan 
hopes these talks will help to create con-
nections across generations.

“The average age of theatergoers is such 
that they will likely have lived through the 
1960s, and they look at history from a very 
different perspective than young people of 
today,” he said.

Didion’s account of a confusing era 
speaks to people from any era, said Jan.

“Joan Didion has this gorgeous brain 
and writes this piece very incisively about 
the confusion and violence around her 
and the profound desire to create meaning 
around this. And I think that that’s some-
thing everybody can relate to,” he said. 

Anyone interested in joining the “inner 
audience” can write to madeline@early-
morningopera.com.

“The White Album” at BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. at Ashland Place, 
(718) 636–4100, www.bam.org]. Nov. 
28–Dec. 1 at 7:30 pm. $25–$70.

Room with a view: Lars Jan’s play “The White Album” stars Mia Barrow (cen-
ter) and will immerse 20 selected members of the audience on stage in a set 
designed to look like a mid-century California mansion. Rafael Hernandez

‘White’ on time
Play looks at activism across the decades

Tumultuous times: Actress Mia Barron will read 
the complete text of Joan Didion’s essay “The 
White Album,” in an adaptation directed by 
Lars Jan, opening on Nov. 28 at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s Harvey Theater. Lars Jan

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
Brooklyn, meet your new 
kings of Kings!

Schneps Community News 
Group parent company Sch-
neps Communications hon-
ored some of the borough’s 
best men at its annual Kings 
of Kings County Awards and 
networking event at Mill Ba-
sin’s El Caribe Country Club 
on Nov. 14.

The honorees recognized 
for their community service 
included a host of admirable 
gentlemen, such as a New 
York City football legend, a 
World War II veteran, mem-
bers of New York’s Bravest 
and Finest, a life-saving neu-
rosurgeon, local business 
leaders, and many more — all 
of whom proudly represented 
their borough.

The men all share an un-
wavering enthusiasm for 
what they do, according to the 
event’s host.

“These fabulous men have 
been so successful because 

they have a passion for what 
they do. It is my privilege to 
recognize them,” said SCNG 
President and Publisher Vic-
toria Schneps-Yunis.

The 2018 Man of the Year 
honors went to New York Jets 
veteran and CBS New York 
sports analyst Erik Coleman, 
who said he was honored to be 
in the company of such distin-
guished peers.

“I was really taken aback 

to hear that I’d been honored 
as the Man of the Year among 
all these amazing men, know-
ing what they do in the com-
munity,” said Coleman, who 
attended the evening with his 
wife Sabrina, a former Benson-
hurst resident. “It’s humbling.”

And this year’s Living Leg-
end award went to a veteran 
and lifelong Brooklynite of 
the Greatest Generation, who 
served fi ve tours of duty dur-

ing World War II.
“It’s a great honor,” said 

Coney Islander Albert Gold-
berg, who helped liberate Eu-
rope under General George 
Patton when he was just 
21-years-old.

The vet recently celebrated 
his 96th birthday, and had 
some simple advice for those 
looking to live well into their 
golden years.

“You have got to have a 
good time, and you have got to 
dance,” Goldberg said.

The ceremony also hon-
ored a present-day hero, who 
saved a child’s life when a 
Bensonhurst building went 
up in fl ames last August. 
Firefi ghter James Weinert, 
the recipient of the Com-
munity Hero award, said he 
saved the youngster while his 
colleagues pulled a pregnant 
woman and another child out 
of the blaze that fateful night.

“When we got to the door, 
we heard people on the other 
side, so we forced the door 

Honoring Bklyn’s 
Boro’s community leaders celebrated at Kings of Kings awards

3 4

1 2

  KINGS OF KINGS 2018
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open and the fi re’s right 
there,” said Marine 
Parker Weinert, who 
attended with his wife 
Heather. “I found the 
child down there and I 
pulled the child out.” 

And a Boy in Blue who 
has patrolled the streets 
of Brooklyn for almost 
four decades took home 
the Community Leader-
ship award for his work 
protecting the commu-
nity, whose residents he 
said inspire him to put 
on his uniform each day.

“I get to help people I 
interact with on a daily 
basis, it may be a person 
I’ve know for 40 years, 
or maybe a person I met 
10 minutes ago,” said 39-
year Police Department 
veteran and Executive 
Offi cer of Patrol Bor-
ough Brooklyn South 
Charles Scholl.

The ceremony also 
recognized Dr. Erich 
Anderer, chief of neuro-
surgery at Sunset Park’s 
NYU Langone Hospi-
tal-Brooklyn, who said 
moving from the distant 
isle of Manhattan to the 
County of Kings allowed 
him to better appreciate 
the borough’s diverse 
and ever-evolving neigh-
borhoods.

“Some of the other 
neighborhoods have 
changed so much they al-
most feel more like Man-
hattan, but I actually 
love Bay Ridge because 

it’s got a lot of old world 
Brooklyn, so it still feels 
like Brooklyn,” said An-
derer, who lives with his 
wife and two children 

in Clinton Hill.
The event also held a 

raffl e with all proceeds go-
ing to the DSNY Columbia 
Association, which helps 

children with disabilities.
And, of course, or-

ganizers gave special 
thanks to its sponsors: 
Flushing Bank, Chase 

Bank, Ferrantino Fuel, 
Investors Bank, The 
Run NYC Team, Free-
dom Mortgage, Berger, 
Bischoff, Shumer, Weller 

& Goodman LLP, The 
Americans Dreams 
Foundation, Medcast 
Plus, and the DSNY Co-
lumbia Association.

best men!
6

7

8
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ROYAL FAMILY: 1. Dimitri Venekas, left, an associate director of retail sales for CPEX Real 
Estate who has been recognized as a rising star in the real-estate business by Real Estate 
Weekly, was one of the honorees at this year’s Kings of Kings. 2. SCNG President and Pub-
lisher Victoria Schneps-Yunis, left, presented the Community Leadership award to 39-year 
Police Department veteran and Executive Offi cer of Patrol Borough Brooklyn South Charles 
Scholl. 3. World War II veteran and Coney Islander Albert Goldberg, 96, was all smiles after 
he received this year’s Living Legend award. 4. Dr. Erich Anderer, chief of neurosurgery 
at Sunset Park’s NYU Langone Hospital-Brooklyn, was also crowned as one of this year’s 
Kings of Kings. 5. Schneps-Yunis, far left, celebrated with the more than two dozen Kings 
of Kings honorees during the annual gala and networking event on Nov. 14 at Mill Basin’s El 
Caribe, where honorees and attendees hobnobbed while enjoying cocktails and light bites. 
6. Veteran New York Jets athlete and CBS New York sports analyst Erik Coleman, right, 
received the Man of the Year award from Schneps-Yunis. 7. New York City fi refi ghter James 
Weinert, right, who earned the Community Hero award for saving a child from a burning 
Bensonhurst building in August, attended the ceremony with his wife, Heather. 8. SCNG CEO 
and co-publisher Joshua Schneps, left, celebrated with Andrew Manicone, Jr., who won the 
Community Service award. Photos by Arthur DeGaeta
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CUCINA ITALIANA
140 7th 718-788-6225
Hrs: Sun.-Thurs. 11am-11pm | Fri.-Sat. till Midnight  

See our website: danonnarosas.com

Party Room available for all occasions  

Seating for up to 100 people

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW!!
1220 L Street NW, Suite 600
Washington DC 20005
www.nhcaa.org

New York Health Plan Association Council 
90 State Street, Suite 825, Albany, NY 12207
www.nyhpa.org

Did you know health insurance fraud costs U.S. consumers more than $80 billion a year? Criminals looking to profit off of you sure do. 
They’ll pick your pockets with offers of “free” medical treatments or “complimentary consultations.” They’ll do whatever they can to lure 
you into sharing your patient identification and insurance information to commit fraud in your name. The end result? Higher premiums for 
all of us, and potential permanent damage to your medical history. 

That’s why you have to stay vigilant about protecting yourself: 

To learn more about protecting yourself from health insurance fraud, visit www.nhcaa.org/NYPublicAwareness 

 

Watch out, New Yorkers. Thieves have their
eyes on a lot more than just your wallets.

Advertisement

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This school may be out for 
good.

A Fort Greene pre-school 
could face the wrecking ball if 
the city approves a developer’s 
proposal to demolish it and 
erect a mixed-use tower in its 
place.

Bigwigs at Borough Park–
based builder the Leser Group 
want offi cials to green-light a 
rezoning application in order 
to construct the 21-story tower 
at 101 Fleet Pl. — a job that 
would boot the  Duffi eld Chil-
dren’s Center , where more 
than 60 2- to 5-year-olds learn 
to read and write, from its 20-
year home inside the current 
one-story structure at that ad-
dress.

The developer, which owns 
the center’s current building, 
originally proposed includ-
ing a new public school in its 
planned tower, but pulled that 
amenity from the formal  re-
zoning  request it submitted 
in July, after fl oating vari-
ous versions of the scheme for 
roughly two years, according 

to Community Board 2’s dis-
trict manager.

“It’s been kicking around 
for a long time — for the lon-
gest time it was going to in-
clude a school, but that’s not 
true,” said Rob Perris. “The 
drawings I have seen show 
an all-new building from the 
ground up.”

Online city records  show  
the rezoning application for 
the tower still includes space 
for a public school, but both 
Perris and a rep for Fort 
Greene Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo said the builders, who 
declined to comment on the 
development, nixed that part 
of the project.

In 2010, some mothers 
feared that the Downtown-
adjacent pre-school run by 
area do-good group  Brooklyn 
Community Services  would 
soon shutter to make way for 
condos, forcing them to bring 
their kids to distant neighbor-
hoods for their early educa-
tion.

But leaders of the Fleet 
Place learning center be-

tween Myrtle Avenue and Wil-
loughby Street kept its doors 
open despite that speculation, 
although they struggled to fi ll 
the classrooms’ seats, Perris 
said.

“I hate to lose any sort of 
useful community center, but 
Brooklyn Community Ser-
vices has struggled to run the 
Duffi eld Children’s Center at 
full capacity,” he said. 

Executives from the Leser 
Group are slated to present 
their plans for the tower to 
CB2’s Land Use Committee 
on Nov. 21 as they wait for of-
fi cials with the City Planning 
Commission to approve their 
rezoning request and kick off 
the project’s lengthy journey 
through the city’s lengthy 
Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure, which requires it 
go before the panel, Borough 
President Adams, the City 
Planning Commission, Coun-
cil, and ultimately Mayor De-
Blasio.

Cumbo, who holds the key 
Council vote on whether the 
tower can rise because its plot 

sits in her district, is waiting 
for feedback from both the 
community and the beep be-
fore deciding if she’ll give it 
her support, according to a 
rep.

Reps for Brooklyn Commu-

nity Services declined to com-
ment, but Cumbo’s rep said 
the organization is aware of 
the development and plans to 
relocate the learning center, 
thought it doesn’t yet know 
where.

LESSON OVER: The Fleet Place Duffi eld Children’s Center could shutter 
to make way for a 21-story tower. Photo by Julianne Cuba

Cutting classrooms
Condos could replace Ft. Greene school
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Get your winter fix with
public skating at Aviator Sports!

Skating Sessions 7 Days a Week!
• Full Service Aviator Eats Food Court
   featuring hot chocolate, coffee, deli 
   fare and more!

• Voted Best Ice Skating Rink for 2018
   Dime Best of Brooklyn.

• Extended or extra sessions during
   holidays and NYC School Breaks. 

AviatorSports.com/public-ice-skating
(718) 758-7500  •  @aviatorsports

Our ice is so nice.

Don’t forget our deals!
4-FUN FOUR PACK

Get 4 admissions + skate rentals for $54 +tax
(the equivalent of getting a buy 3 get 1 FREE deal!)

MONTHLY SKATE PASS
Unlimited public ice skating for 30 days after 

purchase for $100

DAY PASS
For only $37.50, get a full day of fun with the 

following activites:
Unlimited public ice skating + skate rentals

Unlimited rock climbing
Unlimited sky jump
10 Arcade credits

1 Session of open basketball
OR 1 session of open volleyball

From your friends at 3 Guys!

SPECIAL!

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

11/21 7AM -11/26 7PM
SALE STARTS 21 22 23 24 25 26

3gu ysfrombrookly n.com

ORGANIC

Red Beets

Iced Teas

Lemons $$499499
2 lb. bag2 lb. bag

Cream Cheese Sour Cream

forfor22 $$33
16 oz.16 oz.

D

D

DD

$$199199
8 oz. bar8 oz. bar

Yogurt

Extra Virgin
Olive Oil
$$599599

1 li.1 li.
forfor33 $$55

64 oz.64 oz.

K DK

Walnuts

$$499499
lb.lb.

K

$$149149
32 oz.32 oz.

Loaf Cakes

forfor22 $$44

Onions

1010forfor
lb. baglb. bag

$$249249
Green Squash

¢¢4949lb.lb.

Mangoes Navel Oranges

forfor99$$199199$$499499
Box of 12Box of 12

Gala Apples $$129129
lb.lb.

forfor22 $$55
17.6 oz17.6 oz

Red Seedless Grapes
¢¢9999lb.lb.

1 lb.1 lb. 2 lb.2 lb.

Mozzarella
& Ricotta

D

$$299299
ea.ea.
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Repair. Renovate. Restore.
Interior/Exterior  General Contracting & Construction  Alarm & Entertainment Systems Specialist

Family Owned & Operated

Servicing Brooklyn  SI  Manhattan  NJ

Senior & Veteran Discounts

631.258.8237

Holiday Special
Security Systems/WIFI 
Installed 30% Off
Paint Interior/Exterior

25% Off

QuadFather Contracting

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s screen time!

A team of professional 
video gamers opened up a pop-
up shop on Atlantic Avenue 
where experienced nerds can 
pay by the hour to dominate 
noobs on top-of-the-line gam-
ing equipment, according to 
the group’s game-player-in-
chief.

“We’re offering the oppor-
tunity to have a really truly 
premium gaming experience 
over here on some of the nicest 
computers in the world,” said 
Ben Nichol.

Nichol, who die-hard gam-
ers may recognize for stream-
ing his gaming exploits as  Mr. 
Bitter on YouTube , now spear-
heads events and business 
development for pro-gaming 
squad New York Excelsior, 
which set up the temporary 
NYXL play space between 
Nevins Street and Third Av-
enue that features 34 top-of-
the-line HP Omen gaming 
desktop computers, which at 
about $3,000 a piece, are each 
roughly equivalent in value to 

a well-maintained 2006 Volk-
swagen Jetta.

Local gamers can swing by 
the Excelsior pop-up on Fri-
days and weekends through 
Dec. 23, where they can rent a 
computer for $10 per hour, or 
$5 for students. The machines 
are loaded with popular mul-
tiplayer games such as Over-
watch, Rocket League, Call of 
Duty: Black Ops 4, and League 
of Legends.

The space is also equipped 
with Playstation 4 and Xbox 
One consoles, as well as with 
retro machines including Nin-
tendo 64, and its creators will 
host tournaments and such 
game-related events as cos-
play parties throughout its 
run, Nichol said.

The pop-up also sells ap-
parel, including jackets, 
shirts, hats, and even jewelry 
from brands such as Unde-
feated and Starter, as well as 
rare merch made by Excelsi-
or’s in-house swag guru, Col-
lette Gangemi — who bears 
no relation to deceased former 
Bay Ridge Councilman John 

Gangemi, and said that the 
store will offer no more than 
300 units of any given item.

“Everything is super lim-
ited edition,” she said.

The New York Excelsior 
squad is an eight-man team 
of South Korean gamers that 
represents New York City in 

a newly formed professional 
league that plays the fi rst-
person, team-based shoot-
ing game Overwatch, which 
kicked off its inaugural sea-
son earlier this year.

The city club made short 
work of its competition in reg-
ular season play from Janu-

ary through June, racking up 
a stellar 34–6 record, but a ri-
val group from Philadelphia 
knocked the hometown play-
ers out of the competition in a 
crushing semifi nals defeat in 
July, according to Nichol, who 
said the loss prevented Excel-
sior from competing for the 
league’s top prize during the 
fi nals at the Barclays Center 
later that month. 

“That was a major drag,” 
he said. “We really wanted to 
play in front of a hometown 
crowd.”

The New York gamers, 
however, are actually based on 
the West Coast, because Over-
watch’s regular-league play 
took place at an arena in Cal-
ifornia, Nichol said. But the 
team’s owner, real-estate fi rm 
Sterling Equities — which cre-
ated the club in 2017, and also 
owns the New York Mets — is 
looking to open a hometown 
gaming venue, according to 
Nichol, who said the odds are 
good that facility will come to 
the County of Kings as soon as 
2020.

GAMING ELITE: From left, New York Excelsior’s Ben Nichol and Collette 
Gangemi at the gaming pop-up. Photo by Colin Mixson

Get your game on in Boerum Hill
Pro video gamers open pop-up play space on Atlantic Avenue
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NEW  EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP 

YOU MAY BE ABLE TO ATTEND  
CITY TECH TUITION-FREE!

IRECT
Apply for Spring 2019: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

ADMISSION # 7 in the nation for moving low-income students 
to middle class and beyond —chronicle.com 
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Off the rail
A determined thief broke through 

a rail-guard to steal a woman’s bike 
on Dean Street on Nov. 7.

The victim told police she used 
a heavy-duty Kryptonite lock to se-
cure her bicycle to the rail-guard-
ing surrounding a tree between Ca-
ton and Vanderbilt avenues at 1:30 
pm, but returned a few hours later 
to discover the railing she’d teth-
ered her ride to was busted and her 
bike stolen.

No arrests have been made in the 
case, which has been closed, cops 
said.

Mr. Knife Guy
Cops cuffed a man who allegedly 

slashed another guy with a knife on 
13th Street on Nov. 6.

The victim told police the sus-
pect attacked him between Hamil-
ton Place and Second Avenue at 8:10 
am, opening up severe gashes on his 
right thumb and left leg.

Paramedics rushed the man 
to Cobble Hill Hospital for treat-
ment, while a police nabbed the sus-
pect following a search of the area, 
charging him with felony assault, 
cops said.

Pedaled away
An opportunistic crook rode off 

with a man’s bicycle he left unse-
cured outside a Butler Street build-
ing on Nov. 7.

The victim told police he left his 
two-wheeler outside the property 
between Third and Fourth avenues 
at 12:05 pm, and returned fi ve min-
utes later, just in time to witness 
a man wearing a green military 
cap and black coat ride off with his 
Huffy bicycle.

What the cell!
A shoplifter absconded with 

phone cases and a power bank from 
a Seventh Avenue cellphone store 
on Nov. 1.

An employee told police he spot-
ted the suspect make off with the 
phone paraphernalia from the store 
between Carroll Street and Garfi eld 
Place at 2:30 pm.

No arrests have been made in the 
case, which has been closed, cops 
said.

72ND PRECINCT 
SUNSET PARK–WINDSOR TERRACE

Slashed
Three knife-wielding goons 

slashed a man on 54th Street on 
Nov. 16.

The victim told police the 
crooks jumped him between Sec-
ond and Third avenues at 7 pm, 
giving him a gash that ran down 

the left side of his face.
The attackers fl ed following their 

assault, and paramedics rushed the 
victim to a nearby hospital for treat-
ment, cops said.

Packing heat
Cops busted a man for allegedly 

carrying an illegal fi rearm on Pros-
pect Avenue on Nov. 16.

The arresting offi cer claims he 
spotted the suspect acting suspi-
ciously between Greenwood Avenue 
and Ocean Parkway at 10:40 pm, and 
that he was wearing a black mask 
while loitering in the street, block-
ing traffi c.

When the offi cer went to stop the 
man, he took off running, but the 
patrolman managed to chase him 
down, and found him in possession 
of a black 9-millimeter Beretta, cops 
said.

Bad call
Three crooks robbed a man on 

Fifth Avenue on Nov. 17, taking his 
phone.

The victim told police the trio ap-
proached him near 50th Street at 11 
pm, and one of the thieves grabbed 
his arm and demanded his stuff.

The man made a run for it and es-
caped the robbers, but he haplessly 
dropped his Samsung smartphone 
in the process, which the thieves 
duly scooped up, cops said.  

Change to spare
A burglar ransacked a 52nd 

Street mini mart on Nov. 14, taking 
three large buckets of change.

The thief entered the store be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues by 
lifting up the security gate and 
smashing through a window at 2:20 
am, and he proceeded to try and pry 
open the register, with no luck, cops 
said.

Not wanting to leave empty-
handed, the man snatched $150 lo-
cated behind the counter, and then 
grabbed three large buckets of as-
sorted change adding up to roughly 
$800, according to police.

  — Colin Mixson

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Cookie monsters
A pair of baddies struck a Flat-

bush Avenue Extension bodega 
twice, stealing snacks and injuring 
employees, police said.

The crooks ran out of the store 

near Fulton Street on Nov. 14 with 
Lays chips and Oreo cookies a little 
before 4 am, and when an employee 
tried to stop them, one of them 
punched him in the face, according 
to authorities. 

The louts grabbed a Slurpee and 
Pop Tart from the deli on Nov. 16 at 
6:30 pm, cops said. 

One of the crooks then spat in an 
employee’s face and a few minutes 
later, came back to punch him, giv-
ing him a black eye, according to au-
thorities. 

Boxed in
Some malefactor threatened a 

guy with a boxcutter on a Manhat-
tan-bound train near Flatbush Av-
enue on Nov. 14, police said. 

The victim told cops he was on a 
2 train near Fulton Street looking at 
a subway map when the villain said, 
“What are you looking at? Get out of 
my face!” 

The two started arguing, and the 
snake pulled out a boxcutter, but the 
victim was able to grab it and fl ee 
the train unscathed, according to 
authorities. 

Data dash
Some cur swiped a guy’s laptop 

from a Saint James Place building 
on Nov. 12, police said.

The victim told cops he was do-
ing work on his computer inside the 
building near Clifton Place a little 
before 7 pm when he stepped out for 
about 20 minutes, leaving his laptop 
unattended, and when he got back, 
it was gone. 

Not caught on camera 
Some sneak broke into a teen’s 

Willoughby Avenue apartment on 
Nov. 9 and stole his camera equip-
ment, police said.

The 18-year-old victim told cops 
he left his building near Steuben 
Street at about 9 am, and when he 
returned three hours later, his 
Canon cameras, lens, fi lm, and 
other equipment were gone, accord-
ing to authorities. 

The victim said he left his apart-
ment unlocked, cops said.  

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Cigarette grab
Police arrested a man who alleg-

edly stole a pack of cigarettes from a 
newsstand on Jay Street on Nov. 12 

and assaulted an employee, causing 
a deep fl esh wound.

The newsstand employee alleg-
edly saw the suspect take the pack 
from the stand near Fulton Street at 
12:25 pm and he began to chase him, 
when the suspect took out a wooden 
stick, striking the victim in the 
face, and injured him, according to 
police.

Taser robbery
Two nogoodniks used a Taser on 

a man and robbed him, causing mi-
nor lacerations to his face, on Galla-
tin Place on Nov. 12.

The victim told police the ban-
dits approached him from behind, 
Tased him on the side of his body, 
and stole his LG black phone, saddle 
bag, and other items, near Livings-
ton Street at 9:48 pm.

Bond bandit
A dirtbag robbed a man holding 

a baby on Bond Street on Nov. 13.
The man was holding his baby 

near Schermerhorn Street at 11:30 
am when the pillager approached 
and threatened him with a gun, de-
manding cash, according to police. 

Cops said the victim, fearing for 
his child’s life, gave the man his 
wallet and the bandit fl ed toward 
State Street.

Broken ribs
A brute broke a man’s ribs in a 

housing complex building on Sands 
Street on Sept. 30. 

The savage forced his way into 
the victim’s apartment near Navy 
Street at 6 pm and assaulted him, 
breaking his ribs and causing sub-
stantial pain, according to cops.

Police said the victim knows his 
attacker, who lives in the building.

Generator goon
A looter stole a Honda generator 

from a construction site on Livings-
ton Street on Nov. 12.

The thief cut the fenced gate at 
the site near Smith Street at 3 pm 
and stole the generator, according 
to police. 

Uninvited guest
Police arrested a man who alleg-

edly broke and entered into a Jay 
Street clothing store on Nov. 15.

The suspect was allegedly seen 
on video footage at the store near 
John Street at 12:16 am without per-
mission, according to cops.

Toilet-paper prowler
A prowler stole two boxes of toi-

let paper and sneakers from a Wyck-
off Street apartment on Nov. 17.

Police said the bandit used a 
credit card to open the metal gate 
and two doors and steal the materi-
als from the hallway of the building 
near Hoyt Street at 2:55 am. 

— Julianne Cuba



COURIER LIFE, NOV. 23–29, 2018 9  DT

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child 
Health Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State of 
Health, The Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov 
or call 1-855-355-5777.
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(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 711

Happy, healthy, loved. These are the dreams we have for our families and 
friends.

So we cherish the moments that make us smile and inspire us to grow...
when we move, create, serve, play, teach, do. When we care. 

This is how health rises in each of us, and in our homes and communities. 
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If you or someone you know needs health insurance,  
Fidelis Care is just a call, click, or visit away.

Call: 1-888-FIDELIS
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IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION
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LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION IS OUR CONCERN!

BY JULIANNE CUBA
All it took was One More 
Chance! 

Late local hip-hop legend 
Christopher “Biggie Smalls” 
Wallace is all but certain to 
get his name on a Clinton Hill 
street after the neighborhood’s 
community board okayed a 
years-in-the-works proposal 
to co-name the road after the 
rapper.

Community Board 2’s 
full board on Nov. 14 nearly 
unanimously approved the 
street co-naming  a local art-
ist fi rst suggested back in 
2013 , overwhelmingly endors-
ing the suggested tribute that 
fi ve years ago fi zzled out due 
to some locals’ objections to 
what they called Wallace’s of-
fensive rhymes, according to a 
panel member.

“We heard some objections 
that included denunciations 
of his lyrics having to do with 
profanity, misogyny, and vio-
lence,” said Juliet Cullen-Ch-

eung, who heads CB2’s Trans-
portation Committee, which 
 green-lit the proposal  last 
month.

Thirty-three board mem-
bers voted in favor of christen-
ing St. James Place between 
Gates Avenue and Fulton 
Street — the block where Big-
gie grew up — as “Christopher 
Wallace Way,” with one mem-
ber voting against it, and four 
abstaining.

Critics in 2013 panned the 
idea of honoring Wallace, 
who died in a fatal shooting 
at 24, claiming he was too fat 
to be memorialized, and last 
month again blasted the rap-
per known as the Notorious 
B.I.G. as undeserving of the 
recognition due to his songs 
that they called misogynistic 
and violent.

But this time around, the 
number of the idea’s oppo-
nents did not rival that of its 
proponents, a group that in-
cludes Clinton Hill Council-

woman Laurie Cumbo, who 
said Wallace deserves the 
honor because his artistic con-
tributions still infl uence local 
and popular culture decades 
after his death.

“He was a Brooklyn icon 
then, and remains one to this 
day,” Cumbo said in a letter 
supporting the co-naming pro-
posal.

Following the full board’s 
approval, the application 
heads to Council, whose mem-
bers will likely give it fi nal ap-
proval next month, according 
to a rep for Cumbo.

And the street sign won’t 
be the only recent tribute to 
Wallace if approved.

This month, hometown 
basketball squad  the Brooklyn 
Nets debuted new uniforms  
inspired by the local music 
legend, and last year, offi cials 
named  basketball courts in-
side Clinton Hill’s Crispus At-
tucks Playground  for the rap-
per.

LIFE AFTER DEATH: CB2’s full board approved a proposal to co-name 
a stretch of St. James Place in Clinton Hill after Biggie Smalls roughly 
fi ve years after a similar idea fi zzled out amid opposition from some 
residents. Associated Press / Mark Lennihan

Back in BIG-ness
CB2 approves co-naming street after ‘Biggie Smalls’ 
fi ve years after honor originally proposed to panel
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Enjoy Great Meals at Affordable Prices!

Lunch Mon-Thurs..............$10.59..........$5.59.........$6.99
Lunch Fri-Sat.....................$11.59..........$5.99.........$7.39
Dinner Mon-Thurs.............$15.99..........$8.59.........$9.99
Dinner Fri-Saturday..........$16.99..........$9.59........ $10.99
Sunday (All Day Dinner)....$16.99..........$9.59........ $10.99
Beverages $1.99

 Adults                 Kids 3-6            Kids 7-10

Buffet to Go Available for Takeout Priced by the Pound

(Next to Aldi & Rite Aid - Additional Parking Above ALDI Supermarket)

FOR THE LATEST UPDATE ON OUR GRAND OPENING!

CHINESE

AMERICAN

JAPANESE

CUISINE

OVER 300 FRESH ITEMS DAILY
HIBACHI & SUSHI INCLUDED

$5 OFF
ANY ORDER OF $60 OR MORE

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not valid on Holidays. Expires 12/31/18.

$250 OFF
EACH ADULT

DINNER BUFFET
LIMIT 8 PEOPLE

WITH A PURCHASE
OF A DRINK

(EACH PERSON)
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Not valid on Holidays. Expires 12/31/18.

$3 OFF
ANY ORDER OF $30 OR MORE

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not valid on Holidays. Expires 12/31/18.

$150 OFF
EACH ADULT

LUNCH BUFFET
LIMIT 8 PEOPLE

WITH A PURCHASE
OF A DRINK

(EACH PERSON)
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Not valid on Holidays. Expires 12/31/18.
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agewel lnewyork .com

718-696-0206 
TTY/TDD 800-662-1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription 
Drug Plans and Value Added Benefits

$0 or low cost plan premiums

THE WAY TO AGE WELL IN NEW YORK 

If you remember
when you didn’t 
need a password to 
share music.
You’re ready for 
AgeWell New York.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklynites headed into 
Manhattan during the morn-
ing and evening rush can 
now hop in yellow cabs at half 
off via the taxi-hailing app 
Waave.

The new discount, which 
Waave is offering indefi nitely, 
is meant to boost business for 
the roughly 8,000 taxi drivers 
who store their cars in Brook-
lyn and often head directly 
into the outer borough to start 
their shifts, according to the 
app’s creator.

“For the fi rst time, taxi 
drivers won’t be forced to kick 
off their shifts with a rider-
less, multi-borough trip,” said 
Waave Chief Executive Of-
fi cer Daniel Iger. “Commut-
ers can get into Manhattan 
quickly and inexpensively, 
and we can all enjoy the bene-
fi ts of less crowded streets and 
subways.”

Locals headed to the dis-

tant isle can hail a discounted 
ride between the hours of 6 
and 10 am, and 5 and 8 pm, ev-
ery day.

Waave provides custom-
ers a set fare up front, like 
other ride-hailing apps such 
as Lyft and Uber, whose driv-
ers brought the number of for-
hire vehicles on city streets 
from 50,000 in 2011 to just less 
than 120,000 in 2018, accord-
ing to  statistics  from the city’s 
Taxi and Limousine Commis-
sion.

And as a result, the city in 
August put a temporary halt 
on issuing any new licenses to 
for-hire drivers,  leading Uber 
bigwigs to offer their own bar-
gain-basement rates to Brook-
lynites .

A less-positive conse-
quence of the rise of vehicles 
for hire, however, is the free 
fall in values of city taxi me-
dallions — permits required 
to operate a yellow cab in 

the fi ve boroughs — which 
plummeted from $1.3 million 
per medallion in 2013 to just 
$160,000 per medallion this 
year, the New York Post  re-
ported .

That drastic drop left some 
cab owners with crippling 
debt, and four taxi drivers 
died by suicide since Novem-
ber 2017, including a Queens 
man who killed himself on 

Nov. 14, according to Taxi and 
Limousine Commission offi -
cials. In total, eight for-hire 
vehicle drivers took their 
lives since last November, ac-
cording to Commission data.

WAAVE OF THE FUTURE: Waave CEO and founder Daniel Iger, center in gray, partnered with the city’s Taxi and 
Limousine Commission to offer an indefi nite 50-percent discount to Brooklynites who use his app to hail yellow 
cabs to Manhattan during the morning and evening rush. Riazul Alam

Holy hail!
App offering half-price cab rides to 

Manhattan during rush hours
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New York's Premier
Personal Injury Firms
Consistently rated as one of the top personal injury law firms in New York

Millions Recoverd • Pay Us Nothing Until You Win

• Our clients all receive luxury car 
service to and from our luxurious 
offices.

• Each case is given undivided atten-
tion by the partners of the firm.

• Our partners are on the board of 
directors of the New York State Trial 
Lawyers Association as well as 
members of the Million Dollar Ad-
vocates Forum and Multi-Million 
Dollar Advocates Forum.

• Our support staff members are ex-
perienced and well-trained in their 
respective areas. They ensure that 
each client is never left with a ques-
tion unanswered.

• We hire the best in the field and 
work with top experts, specialists 
and investigators.

Call Today

(212) 742-0476

parischaikin.com

225 W. 34th Street, Suite 2202

(14 Penn Plaza) New York, NY 10122
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One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES
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 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT
FREE!
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with GPS!
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
This developer is counting its 
blessings.

Clinton Hill civic gurus 
approved a real-estate fi rm’s 
request to rezone a neighbor-
hood lot next door to an an-
cient church, which the com-
pany promised to restore if 
granted permission to erect 
a tower on the land now oc-
cupied by a beloved neighbor-
hood bar.

Community Board 2’s full 
board on Nov. 14 green-lit the 
rezoning requested by Hope 
Street Capital — a real-estate-
investment fi rm comprised 
of builders 550 Clinton Part-
ners and 539 Vanderbilt Part-
ners — which is pushing for 
the change in order to build 
interconnected 29-story and 
four-story mixed-use build-
ings on land bounded by At-
lantic, Clinton, and Vander-
bilt avenues that is currently 
occupied by watering hole Hot 
Bird, whose owners plan to 
shutter the bar next month, 
as well as a car wash, auto-
body shop, and kitchen-supply 
store.

Together, the proposed 
buildings will boast about 286 
rental apartments, roughly 55 

of which would be below-mar-
ket-rate.

And in exchange for the city 
approving its scheme, the fi rm 
promised to restore Clinton 
Avenue’s landmarked Episco-
pal Church of St. Luke and St. 
Matthew between Atlantic Av-
enue and Fulton Street, which 
desperately needs a facelift, 
according to the architect 
tapped to construct the tower.

“It is actually in poor 
shape, a lot of deterioration 
and structural damage,” Mor-
ris Adjmi said during an Octo-
ber meeting of CB2’s Land Use 
Committee, which that month 
approved the rezoning request 
as part of its journey through 
the city’s Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure. “It needs a 
substantial amount of repair 
work.”

The proposal requires 
church leaders to hand over 
a little more than a football 
fi eld’s worth of buildable sky 
space above their property, 
or air rights, to the developer 
in exchange for it footing the 
$4.5-million bill to restore the 
roof, steeple, stained-glass 
windows, and other parts of 
the house of worship.

If the rezoning is approved, 

Hope Street Capital bigwigs 
will also in perpetuity fund 
an endowment of an undis-
closed amount that leaders of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Long 
Island, which oversees the 
church, can use for ongoing 
maintenance after the big ren-
ovation, according to the fi rm’s 
attorney, who said the scheme 
already received the blessing 
of offi cials on the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission, 
who had to sign off on the pro-
posal, as the church is a city 
landmark.

Clergy at St. Luke and St. 
Matthew — who serve the com-
munity by operating dance 
and theater workshops, drug-
prevention programs, and 
other support groups — said 
the deal would be a gift from 
above to the old church, which 
is in desperate need of salva-
tion after several bouts of bad 
luck, including four fi res.

“It’s a long-standing bea-
con of Clinton Hill, it has 
weathered enormous change 
in its lifetime and is still going 
strong,” said Rev. Julie Hopla-
mazian. “It has always been 
a home to people who have 
needed one.” 

CB2’s full board approved 

the rezoning request with the 
conditions that the developer 
cap the cost of its so-called af-
fordable units at 60 percent 
of the area median income, 
and include a loading zone 
for retailers that will occupy 
the new towers’ commercial 
space.

The request now moves 
onto Borough President Ad-
ams, who will hold a hear-

ing on it on Nov. 27, then to 
the City Planning Commis-
sion, Council, and ultimately 
Mayor DeBlasio.

Borough President Ad-
ams’s hearing on the Hope 
Street Capital project at Bor-
ough Hall (209 Joralemon 
St. between Court Street and 
Brooklyn Bridge Boulevard 
in Downtown) on Nov. 27 at 6 
pm.

MAKE WAY: A rendering of the two-building complex builders want to 
erect on the site of Clinton Hill bar Hot Bird, which is set to close next 
month.  Morris Adjmi Architects

‘Hot’ property
Clinton Hill community board approves two-building 

project on site of popular watering hole Hot Bird
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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W i n t e r i z e  Yo u r  H o m e
G e t  r e a d y  f o r  w i n t e r SUPER ROOFER

THE TRUSTED NAME IN ROOFING  

SINCE 1979

Top Quality Workmanship
Residential & Commercial

GUTTER
CLEANING

COMPLETE
FLASH & PAINT

SNOW & ICE 
REMOVAL

718-833-3508  
513 72ND ST., BROOKLYN, NY

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

go with the burger makers, whom he 
suspects will start serving their self-
proclaimed “healthy” grub as soon as 
February.

“I love the neighborhood, and I 
wanted something the neighborhood 
could use,” he said. 

Assad, a Brooklyn born son of im-
migrant parents and a life-long Car-
roll Gardens resident, broke into the 
restaurant business in 1998 by open-
ing the Smith Street Zaytoons in the 
ground fl oor of the building he said 
his old man bought back in the ’80s. 
Business boomed from the start, he 
said, and customers from across the 
borough trekked to the dining room 
for a taste of his chicken shawarma or 
pita-crust pizza pies.

But Brooklyn’s palate got a little 
too hip for its own good over the years, 
and these days there’s a halfway-de-
cent Middle Eastern spot in almost 
every neighborhood, eliminating the 
need to travel to Carroll Gardens for a 

good kabob, Assad said.
“Things did change,” he said. 

“People from Bedford-Stuyvesant and 
Bushwick were like, why come here, 
there’s one in every neighborhood.”

But competition wasn’t the only 
factor that led Assad to close up shop. 
Earlier this year, the entrepreneur 
coughed up $10,000 to settle a law-
suit fi led against his business under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
and that payment, coupled with ris-
ing costs of labor and other fi nancial 
penalties he received from the state’s 
Department of Labor, made its contin-
ued operation infeasible, he said.

“It just became harder to do busi-
ness,” he said. “Things are changing, 
and everything is more expensive.”

Still, the closure came as sad news 
to current Carroll Garden residents, 
many of whom don’t remember a time 
before Zaytoons, which one local said 
was among the fi rst places she visited 
after moving to the area.

“This is one of the fi rst places I dis-
covered in the neighborhood,” said 
Alex Kalita. “I’m really going to miss 
it.”

Continued from cover

ZAYTOONS

— and more than 700 weighed in, with 
Costas’s submission winning by a slim 
30-vote margin, Gardener said.

The youngster’s inspiration, of 
course, was the cloven-footed farm 
hands the Alliance hired to help clear 
weeds and unwanted vegetation in the 
park’s Vale of Cashmere in  2016  and 
 2017 .

And his whole family partied when 
they found out he won the competition, 
his mom said.

“It was just a huge celebration in 
our house,” said Jaime Costas.

In addition to eternal local fame, 

the lad received Brooklyn’s Backyard 
swag including a frisbee, water bottle, 
and temporary tattoos — along with 
the prized opportunity to cut class 
early to attend the naming ceremony, 
he said.

“My friends are only jealous that I 
got to leave early,” said Costas, a stu-
dent at PS 154 in Windsor Terrace.

The boy also got what he called a 
once-in-a-lifetime chance to drive the 
vessel he christened, after Alliance 
president Sue Donoghue and pols in-
cluding Flatbush Councilman Ma-
thieu Eugene formally announced its 
new name.

“I felt really good, because I usu-
ally only get to ride on the boat,” Cos-
tas said.

Continued from cover

BOAT

DINE AND DASH: Zaytoons owner Faried Assad closed the fl agship Carroll Gardens outpost 
of his Middle Eastern restaurant on Nov. 20. Photo by Colin Mixson

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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1-917-246-2888.
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FROM THE PAGES OF BROWNSTONER.COMCorner

BY STEPHEN ZACKS
The three-story landmarked 
1850s brick townhouse at 190 
Warren St. belonged to the 
late Magnum photographer 
Charles Harbutt, who covered, 
among other things, the Cuban 
revolution, and whose photos 
illustrate the 1969 Plan for New 
York City. 

Landmarked in 1970 as a 
part of the Cobble Hill Historic 
District, the house has a wide 
25-foot street front and details 
— promising, despite the pos-
sible need for renovation.

It’s part of a row of eight 
Italianates erected in 1853–55 
for William W. Petit and Ed-
mund B. Shotwell, with brack-
eted pediments above the door-
way and fi rst-fl oor windows, 
bracketed cornices, and rus-
ticated basements with seg-
mental-arched windows on 
the basement level and on the 
third fl oor. Updates on No. 202 

were the only substantial al-
terations along the preserved 
block before the designation 
passed, apart from painting of 
the brick on this and several 
others.

The house is a two-family 
and set up as an owner’s tri-
plex over a one-bedroom rental 
apartment. Interior details in-
clude foliate crown moldings 
in the parlor, Greek Revival 
ear moldings, and original 
stair newel posts.

What is shown appears to 
be in good condition, if in need 
of perhaps a little new paint 
or fl oor refi nishing. The list-
ing notes a spacious backyard, 
slightly wild with growth, and 
we see a particularly bright 
and aged green carpet from 
another era on the stairway, 
along with a tin ceiling that 
could use some touching up, 
and a mixture of parquet and 
wood-plank fl oors.

None of the kitchens or 
bathrooms are pictured. The 
owner’s kitchen is in the rear of 
the parlor fl oor, a popular con-
temporary confi guration, with 
steps leading down to the gar-
den. There are only two bath-
rooms in the house, one for 

each apartment, but plenty of 
space to add another on the top 
fl oor or convert adjacent small 
rooms into en suite baths.

Notably, images from War-
ren Street fi gure among the 
historical works highlighted by 
Harbutt’s dealer, Peter Fetter-

man Gallery, as well as a 1962 
Brooklyn Heights street scene.

The building, which has 
been in the Harbutt family 
since 1977, is being offered by 
Ravi Kantha of Leslie J. Gar-
fi eld for $4.995 million. Will the 
price hold up?

Brick townhouse is listed at $4.995M

PEPPINO’S

www.peppinos.wine                                  347.517.4706

Tito’s
Handmade

Vodka
JAMESON

JACK
DANIELS
WHISKEY

Mezcal
Joven
Ilegal

Landmarked Cobble Hill home hits market

HISTORIC CHARM: This three-story, 1850s brick beauty was landmarked in 1970 as a part of the Cobble Hill 
Historic District. Leslie J. Garfi eld
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BY KEVIN DUGGAN
This will make for an awk-
ward Thanksgiving dinner.

A Bensonhurst councilman 
accused his cousin-in-law, who 
represents Sheepshead Bay in 
Council, of feeding the media 
false reports about his wife be-
ing denied a job with the city’s 
public advocate, days after the 
former introduced legislation 
to axe the watchdog offi ce.

Councilman Kalman 

Yeger (D–Bensonhurst) 
blamed Councilman Chaim 

Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay), 
who is  married to his cousin 
Sara , for the anonymously 
sourced reports in publica-
tions including the  New York 
Post  that claimed Yeger’s wife, 
Jennifer Berger, didn’t get a 
job with current Public Advo-
cate Letitia “Tish” James’s 
offi ce earlier this year, which 
led him to introduce the bill as 
payback.

Rather, Berger declined a 
job offer from James’s offi ce 
after being let go from her pre-
vious position as legislative 
assistant to former Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viv-

erito when current Speaker 
Cory Johnson (D–Manhat-
tan) assumed the role, accord-

ing to Yeger’s spokesman.
“She has her own profes-

sional career. Earlier this 
year, she was recruited and of-
fered a position, which she de-
clined,” said Jay Ackerman. 

And the claim that Berger 
didn’t get the gig with James 
doesn’t hold water consid-
ering her previous work on 
James’s campaign for public 
advocate — an offi ce voters 
reelected her to last year af-
ter fi rst appointing her to the 
position in 2013 — and the fact 
that the former Fort Greene 
Councilwoman and Yeger are 
old friends, according to Ack-
erman.

“Tish and Kalman are 
friends for well over a decade, 
and he thinks the world of 
Tish and her public service,” 
Ackerman said.

Yeger  on Nov. 14 intro-
duced a bill  in Council that, if 
passed, would let voters decide 
via a future ballot whether to 
keep or abolish the offi ce of 
public advocate, and on Nov. 
16 he rejected the idea that the 
legislation is in any way con-
nected to his wife.

“The bill has nothing to do 
with her interaction with the 
offi ce,” he said.

The legislation has been 
in the works for some time, 
according to Yeger, who said 
he chose to introduce it fol-
lowing James’s victory in the 
general-election race for New 
York State attorney general, 
because she must now vacate 
the offi ce in January to move 
to Albany.

“I’ve been working on 
this bill for a long time and 
I wanted to wait until after 
Tish’s election,” Yeger said. 
“Now seemed like an oppor-
tune moment to talk about this 
position because it was about 
to become vacant,” he said.

Berger currently works as 

a special assistant in the may-
or’s offi ce, a role she assumed 
in August and earns $115,000 a 
year for, according to city re-
cords.

A rep for the public advo-
cate’s offi ce refused to com-
ment on whether James pre-
viously offered Berger a 
position, or if she applied for a 
job there. 

“The public advocate’s of-
fi ce does not discuss person-
nel matters,” said Delaney 
Kempner.

The anonymously sourced 
reports published on Nov. 15 
in the Post and on the web-
site  Kings County Politics  al-
leged that Berger applied to 
be James’s liaison to the Jew-
ish community, but didn’t get 

the job because she demanded 
$40,000 in extra pay and fl ex-
ible hours.

But Deutsch — who did not 
comment to the Post about 
Berger’s history with the pub-
lic advocate’s offi ce, but did 
tell the paper he thought the 
watchdog role should stay in 
tact — vehemently denied be-
ing the source.

“This is false. My only con-
versation with the Post about 
this subject was when a re-
porter called me to ask for a 
comment. I declined to com-
ment, as was accurately re-
ported in the Post article,” 
he said. “This has nothing to 
do with me, and I respect the 
right to privacy of all of my 
colleagues.”

PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH KEVIN DUGGAN

Pol: My colleague and kin planted false reports 

FEUDING FAMILY: Councilman Kalman Yeger (left) and his colleague and 
cousin-in-law Chaim Deutsch.
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BLACK FRIDAY

MF8_NYC_WRAP_11.23_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_1

MEMORY FOAM 
QUEEN MATTRESS

397$NOW

WAS $497 SAVE $100

490$NOW

WAS $590 SAVE $100

497$NOW

WAS $597 SAVE $100

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

MEMORY FOAM 
QUEEN MATTRESS

$9 Memory Foam 
Pillow
WAS $29

$9 Body
Pillow
WAS $30

ALL DAY SUNDAY

PLUS EXCLUSIVE CYBER MONDAY DEALS IN-STORE AND ONLINE

FREE
ADJUSTABLE BASE
when you spend just $599 on a mattress

Up to a $699 value—FREE2

OR

ACROSS
ALL BRANDS

QUEEN MATTRESS
TWIN PRICE3

KING MATTRESS
QUEEN PRICE3

OUR MOST POPULAR OFFER IS BACK

EXTENDED HOURS: FRI 8AM-9PM • SAT 9AM-9PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

$99 Queen Mattress

WAS $499

FRIDAY 8AM - 12PM ONLY
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

BLACK FRIDAY DOORBUSTERS
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MF8_NYC_WRAP_11.23_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_2_3

KING WAS $1099

NOW $799

QUEEN WAS $799

NOW $699

PLUSH MATTRESSMEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

KING WAS $1099

NOW $799

QUEEN WAS $799

NOW $699

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

KING WAS $1299

NOW $999

QUEEN WAS $999

NOW $799

PLUSH MATTRESS

KING WAS $649

NOW $549

QUEEN WAS $549

NOW $449

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

KING WAS $1199

NOW $999

QUEEN WAS $999

NOW $899

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

KING WAS $1099

NOW $799

QUEEN WAS $799

NOW $699

FIRM MATTRESS

Every. Single. One.

BRANDS ON

SALE
ALL

OR

FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE
when you spend just $599 on a mattress.

QUEEN MATTRESS. TWIN PRICE.
KING MATTRESS. QUEEN PRICE.

FRI-MON 

ONLY
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KING WAS $2099

NOW $1699

QUEEN WAS $1699

NOW $1399

PLUSH MATTRESS

KING WAS $897

NOW $597

QUEEN WAS $597

NOW $497

FIRM MATTRESS

KING WAS $2199

NOW $1799

QUEEN WAS $1799

NOW $1399

FIRM MATTRESS

KING WAS $1399

NOW $1099

QUEEN WAS $1099

NOW $899

PLUSH MATTRESS

KING WAS $2399

NOW $1899

QUEEN WAS $1899

NOW $1499

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

KING WAS $1999

NOW $1599

QUEEN WAS $1599

NOW $1299

HYBRID PLUSH MATTRESS

Every. Single. One.

BRANDS ON

SALE
ALL

FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE
when you spend just $599 on a mattress.

OR

QUEEN MATTRESS. TWIN PRICE.
KING MATTRESS. QUEEN PRICE.

FRI-MON 

ONLY



COURIER LIFE, NOV. 23–29, 201826    DT

MF8_NYC_WRAP_11.23_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_4

0% APR: 6 years* with a minimum purchase of $3999, 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 72, 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 
11/21/18-11/26/18 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded 
to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. Down payment equal to sales tax and delivery required. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum 
Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 1. Doorbusters: One Doorbuster item each per household. Off ers valid select dates and times only. Limited quantities available; off ers valid only while supplies last. 2. Free Adjustable Base Off er: 
Off er valid 11/21/18-11/26/18. Receive a free Head Up 50 adjustable base (up to a $699 value) with select mattress purchases of $599 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Split king or split California king base purchases consist of 2 bases. For split king or split California king purchases 
consumer will receive one free adjustable base with promotion, with second base at regular price. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete mattress set, has no cash value and cannot be used as credit. Off er not valid on previous purchases, fl oor models, clearance items or Final Markdown. Other exclusions may apply. Price 
of adjustable base (up to $699) will be deducted from refund if mattress is returned for a refund.  Cannot be combined with any other off er. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. 3. Get select king-sized mattresses for the price of a queen-sized mattress. Or get select queen-sized 
mattresses for the price of a twin-sized mattress. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by mattress set and model (max savings up to $600). Product selection may vary by store. Off er not valid on previous purchases, fl oor models, clearance items or Final Markdown. Other exclusions may apply. Cannot be combined with 
any other off er. Limited quantities available; off er valid 11/21/18-11/27/18 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †120 Night Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress advertised by competitors recognized by us, whether online 
or in print, for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. Restrictions apply to our 120 Night Low Price Guarantee including select models, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Merchandise off ered for 
sale on auction sites (e.g., eBay, Craig’s List, etc.) is excluded. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$699. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress 
Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 11/21/18-11/26/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 

Minimum purchase of $3999 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required. 

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS*
See store for details.

NO CREDIT NEEDEDOR

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM
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KING WAS $299

NOW $249

QUEEN WAS $249

NOW $199
KING WAS $449

NOW $349

QUEEN WAS $349

NOW $249
KING WAS $549

NOW $449

QUEEN WAS $449

NOW $349

FIRM MATTRESS PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

KING WAS $850

NOW $700

QUEEN WAS $700

NOW $550
KING WAS $850

NOW $700

QUEEN WAS $700

NOW $550
KING WAS $850

NOW $700

QUEEN WAS $700

NOW $550

FIRM MATTRESSMEDIUM MATTRESSSOFT MATTRESS

KING WAS $1499

NOW $1199

QUEEN WAS $1199

NOW $999
KING WAS $1299

NOW $999

QUEEN WAS $999

NOW $799
KING WAS $1199

NOW $899

QUEEN WAS $899

NOW $699

PLUSH MATTRESS LUXURY FIRM MATTRESS PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

KING WAS $2599

NOW $2099

QUEEN WAS $2099

NOW $1799
KING WAS $2399

NOW $1899

QUEEN WAS $1899

NOW $1499
KING WAS $1999

NOW $1599

QUEEN WAS $1599

NOW $1299

FIRM MATTRESS PLUSH MATTRESS CUSHION FIRM MATTRESS

QUEEN MATTRESS. TWIN PRICE.
KING MATTRESS. QUEEN PRICE.

ORFREE ADJUSTABLE BASE
when you spend just $599 on a mattress.

The nation’s largest and most convenient mattress retailer, bringing you
the best beds and value today, tomorrow and for years to come.

ALL BRANDS ON SALE
EVERY. SINGLE. ONE.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
He’s the Seabiscuit of Park Slope!

A man with an insatiable appe-
tite ate his way to victory during a lo-
cal creamery’s annual ice-cream-eat-
ing contest on Nov. 17, becoming the 
fi rst person to win the Slope’s “triple 
crown” in competitive eating following 
his triumphs in two other timed chow 
downs earlier this year, according to 
the neighborhood’s biggest small-busi-
ness booster.

“He shattered all records,” said 
Mark Caserta, executive director of the 
Park Slope Fifth Avenue Business Im-
provement District. “He has the Fifth 
Avenue Triple Crown!”

Veteran eater Wayne Algenio’s abil-
ity to inhale without abandon earned 
him the top prize at the contest hosted 
by Fifth Avenue’s Sky Ice, whose propri-
etor purposely waits for cold weather to 
settle in before staging the event, where 
brave competitors are each fed a pint 
frozen at a rock-solid negative-12 de-
grees Farenheit.

The ice cream’s temperature is so 
cold that Sky Ice’s owner Jonathan 
Bayer bought special spoons for his 
third-annual contest,  after last year’s 
winner bent his utensil during the com-
petition  and used the deformed silver-
ware to his advantage, Bayer said.

“He was able to use the leverage 
from the bend to eject ice cream from 
the pint,” he said.

Algenio — a Queens resident whose 
superhuman stomach earned him fi rst 
place at such past Kings County compe-
titions as  Golden Krust’s 2015 Jamaican 
Patty Eating Contest  — swallowed his 
pint of ice cream in a stunning one min-
ute and 13 seconds, 28 seconds faster 
than last year’s champion fi nished the 
dessert. And he wasn’t the only win-

ner at this year’s ice-cream-eating con-
test — 10-year-old Naavah Kanto took 
fi rst place in a separate, new bracket 
for youngsters who wanted to try their 
luck at fi lling their guts.

Algenio’s recent victory concluded 
his unprecedented sweep of similar 
swallowing contests in the neighbor-
hood, including the July empanada-
eating competition hosted by Fifth Av-
enue’s Empanada Loca, and the August 
pizza-inhaling spectacle staged by Arti-
choke Pizza just down the block — all 
three of which Algenio won by simply 
powering through the pain, he said.

“Don’t stop, because once you do, 
you slow down and give someone the 
opportunity to catch up,” the eater said. 
“I just keep going, even if my teeth hurt, 
or my mouth hurts, just keep going, and 
deal with the pain once you’re done.”

Now that he’s won the crown in the 
neighborhood’s three biggest eating 
competitions, however, Algenio said 
his stomach is full of something else — 
nerves.

“I have a little pressure to defend 
every title,” he said.

The hungry man who fi rst tried 
competitive eating in 2012 said he now 
enters roughly 20 contests annually, 
which this year included a dumpling-
devouring event at September’s Atlan-
tic Antic street fair, where he netted 
second place and a cool $1,000, his larg-
est cash prize yet.

But Alegnio — who took home a $100 
gift certifi cate to Sky Ice among other 
treats for his recent win — said mone-
tary awards take a back seat to any tro-
phy his eternal hunger may earn.

“It’s not really not about the money 
aspect these days,” he said. “It’s more 
about having a good time, and, also, I 
like trophies.”

Ice work!
Man wins third-straight Slope eating contest 
with victory at an ice-cream-inhaling event

BRAIN FREEZE: Wayne Algenio, right, out ate his competitors to claim victory in Sky Ice’s 
third-annual ice-cream-eating contest on Nov. 17. in Park Slope. Photo by Trey Pentecost
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A Bensonhurst councilman on 

Nov. 14 introduced a bill to elim-

inate the watchdog position of 

public advocate, weeks ahead of a 

special election to fi ll the seat that 

the current offi ceholder, Letitia 

“Tish” James, will vacate to be-

come the state’s next attorney gen-

eral (“Bklyn pol pushing to axe 

Public Advocate offi ce,” by Kevin 

Duggan, online Nov. 14).

Councilman Kalman Yeger’s 

(D–Bensonhurst) legislation pro-

poses letting voters decide via 

a future ballot referendum on 

whether to keep the offi ce of public 

advocate. Yeger — the colleague of 

several Kings County pols who’ve 

already launched bids to replace 

James — reportedly proposed the 

bill because he’d rather see the 

taxpayer dollars that now fund 

the offi ce, which the city created 

in 1993, spent elsewhere.

Some readers agreed, while 

others felt strongly otherwise:

This is a great idea. Our mayor 
and the councilmembers should ad-
vocate for the public. We don’t need a 
separate position for it.

If not that, we should select the 
public advocate by getting rid of the 
mayoral primary, and making the 
public advocate whomever gets the 
second-most votes in the mayoral 
race. Mike from Williamsburg

I support this initiative. The offi ce 
of Public Advocate is useless in fact 
and redundant in purpose. John

  from Bay Ridge

Let’s axe as many city offi ces as 
possible to reduce government waste 
of taxpayer money. More impor-
tantly, it is for the citizens to decide 
what and how much government to 
have, rather than government decid-
ing for the citizens.

Citizens need to take control of 
government, rather than the other 
way around. Remember always that 
it works for us! Sam from Brooklyn

I believe this offi ce was created to 
protect and aid our residents. Don’t 
be so quick to agree to terminate a 
position without knowing all the de-

tails, and I doubt that people do.
Politicians are anxious to look 

good in our eyes by saving money, 
but when we need someone in that 
position to do the job they were ap-
pointed to do, the elimination of that 
position doesn’t always serve us for 
the better. Bunny from Brooklyn

Spend money on replacing the po-
sition, and call it ombudsperson.

 Frank from Furter

If this call to eliminate the public 
advocate and the work of the offi ce is 
based on money issues, why don’t we 
reduce the pay of councilmembers 
too? 

There could just as well be an ar-
gument made that those positions 
could all be volunteer. Charles 

 from Bklyn

Defi nitely get rid of this political 
place holder. DeBlasio created the fa-
mous “Worst Landlords” list, but the 
list seemed just as long under Letitia 
James, just as ceremonial as the po-
sition.

Does the public advocate have 
any actual power? Now that the pub-
lic approved the creation of the new, 
useless Department of Civic Engage-
ment, why don’t we swap out the use-
less public advocate offi ce for that, 
and at least keep the government in 
check by one superfl uous agency?

 Josh from Park Slope

Let’s abolish Yeger’s position and 
spend the money saved on important 
things, like bike and bus lanes, that 
he rails against. Moe from Bk

Public advocate or the offi ce of 
ombudsman is needed in big cities, 
because councilmembers often don’t 
answer e-mails from constituents in 
the community.

For example, the lack of lighting 
in Seth Low Park in Councilman Ka-
lman Yeger’s Bensonhurst district.

 MJ from Bay Ridge

Why don’t we axe the councilmem-
bers instead? The public advocate 
should have stronger power. Some-
one should keep the government in 
check. Too many times the coun-
cilmembers come up with these off-
the-wall laws. And most of the time 
these are not voted upon by the peo-
ple of New York City.

Remember our “wonderful” 
Mayor Bloomberg, who bought his 
third term? The public advocate 
should have had the power to stop his 

third term, which was against city’s 
charter of two terms. 

I have a great idea, why don’t the 
councilmembers vote themselves an-
other raise like they did in the past?

So much for government working 
for the people!!! Jeff from Brooklyn

I don’t know what could possi-
bly make someone (like Jeff, above) 
think that all elected offi cials except 
one are “the government,” but this 
one other elected offi cial, who has 
no power, keeps the government in 
check.

If you want the government to do 
different things, elect different may-
ors, councilmembers, and governors.
 Mike from Williamsburg

Mike, if you read my entire com-
ment, it also states that the public 
advocate should have more power. 
What different things are you talk-
ing about? How about a mayor who 
“bought” his third term (which was 
illegal because of term limits) from 
Council, or a councilmember picking 
his own replacement instead of hav-
ing the public voting him into offi ce? 

Open your eyes, there is too much 
b------- going on in city government 
that a lot of the public does not know 
about! Jeff from Brooklyn

A Carroll Gardens restaura-

teur is shuttering his beloved Mid-

dle Eastern eatery on Smith Street 

after 20 years in the neighborhood 

(“Zay it ain’t so! Restaurateur 

closing Zaytoons in Carroll Gar-

dens this month,” by Colin Mix-

son, online Nov. 15).

The owner of Zaytoons served 

his last meal at the establishment 

between Sackett and Degraw 

streets on Nov. 20, before closing 

its kitchen for good in an attempt 

to wind down after decades of 

feeding hungry locals, he said.

“I’m just trying to simplify my 

life,” said Faried Assad. “It really 

came down to, I got tired.”

Commenters bid farewell to the 

adored institution:

One more of my go-to places bites 
the dust. Leaves Cafe LuLuc on Smith 
Street as the last of the reasonable 
places, in my opinion. Sid 

 from Boerum Hill 

I used to go to the place all the 
time, but once it dropped the “loomi” 
(a tea-and-something drink), it was 
over for me. I’ve been going all the 
time to Bedouin Tent at 405 Atlantic 

Ave. — it is the best, a little further, 
but so worth it.

Not so sure Nature’s Grill will be 
the best choice, as it is not one of the 
stronger establishments in the neigh-
borhood. I occasionally get its tuna 
on the downside, and although they 
make it well, you take your chances.

 Too Bad from Cobble Hill

Maybe it holds more true in areas 
in Manhattan such as Times Square, 
SoHo, or Greenwich Village. But in 
local neighborhoods like ours, con-
trary to “popular belief,” it is rarely 
“greedy landlords” who cause clo-
sures.

Rising labor costs, frivolous law-
suits, onerous regulations-penalties, 
and changing eating-buying habits 
are usually the real culprits.

 James from BoCoCa

Can’t you see?
So, Community Board 2 recently 

approved a street co-naming hon-
oring Christopher “Biggie Smalls” 
Wallace, but what changed in the 
fi ve years since CB2 outright re-
jected the same co-naming plan in 
2013? In my view, we are still liv-
ing with the legend of the Notorious 
B.I.G. And legends can be exagger-
ated, gassed up, and open to rumor 
and innuendo.

Legend may say that a mix tape 
that moved 1,000 units turns into 10 
thousand. Legend may also make 
that 100-seat venue a 500-seat one, 
and it can go on and on like that. Leg-
end can also lead to rumors.

We’ve all seen this movie before, 
it’s hip-hop in the ’90s, and you’ve got 
to have some street cred. And we’re 
more than 20 years since Wallace’s 
death, and now he has emerged as 
this tremendous iconic fi gure, where 
tour buses come to the block he grew 
up every week.

On any given day, you can spot 
people from all over the world, com-
ing just to take a photo on the stoop 
of his childhood home. And let’s not 
forget the no-parking signs that come 
around from time to time, just to 
make way for fi lm crews to shoot vid-
eos and on-site scenes for movies.

Getting the green light from CB2 
is a big step, and the process will now 
move to Council, in the hope that the 
body will recognize how a young kid 
once called “Fat Chris” would go on 
to make his neighborhood proud as 
the cultural icon that is known today 
as Christopher Wallace!

 Kevin Thorbourne

 Clinton Hill

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Courier Life, 1 MetroTech Center 
North, Brooklyn, NY 11201, or e-mail 
to editorial@cnglocal.com. Please 
include your address and tele phone 
number for so we can con fi rm you 
sent the letter. We reserve the right 
to edit all correspondence, which 
becomes the property of Courier 
Life. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Call to axe Advocate divides public
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LEASE PER MONTH
36  MONTHS

YOUR
CHOICE

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MONTHS

0%
APR

0% APR fi nancing available up to 60 
mos at $16.67 per month per $1,000 
fi nanced; with approved credit on 
select models not to be combined 
with other offers.

Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much More! MSRP $38,990, 
VIN#3LKR607044, $4,837 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, 
$3,899 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify $3,000 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 11/30/18.  

BRAND NEW 2019 LINCOLNMKZ AWD

100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! 
MSRP $40,785, VIN#5LKUL04080, $5,016 Due at Inception Includes 1st 
Month Payment $4,078 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. 
Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 11/30/18.

BRAND NEW 2019 LINCOLNMKC AWD

$293†

†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase 
option: $10,548/$21,868 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,164 (Lincoln MKX), $10,548/$24,777 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per 
mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/
repair. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much 
More! MSRP $44,400, VIN#2LJBL38127. $5,424 Due at Inception 
Inc. 1st Month Payment, $4,440 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 
Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 11/30/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

†$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

2017 LINCOLN MKX AWD
$31,995BUY

FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR L 4X4

Loaded, Black, V6, Auto, 55K Mi. 
Stk#3089F

$34,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED
2017 LINCOLN MKC AWD

Loaded, V6, Auto,
24K Mi. Stk#2958F.

$29,997BUY
FOR

*
2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Only 700 Mi! Loaded, Black, V6, 
Auto. Stk#3057F.

$29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

Only 5K Mi! Loaded, Black, V6, 
Auto. Stk#4567F

CERTIFIED

LAST CHANCE ON 2018 LINCOLN’S! ONLY 19 LEFT!

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

P
A

R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

�

 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.

LINCOLN

2018 LINCOLN

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS!

Get Priority Treatment
In Our Service Department

Drive Luxury 
for Less



COURIER LIFE, NOV. 23–29, 201830    DT

BOROUGH WIDE

Two Kings County fencers scored 
big at a national tournament held in 
Missouri last weekend, including 
one freshman at a Windsor Terrace 
charter school who defeated grown 
men six years his senior, his coach 
said. 

“Skyler is only 14 and was having 
a blast fencing some of the best 17–20 
year olds in the country, so when he 
beat them, he was ecstatic,” said New 

York Fencing Academy coach Misha 

Mokretsov, boasting of champ Skyler 

Liverant.
Liverant, who started school at 

Brooklyn Prospect Charter High 

School earlier this 
year, earned fi fth 
place in the Juniors 
category usually 
reserved for com-
petitors four years 
his senior, and is 
now ranked num-
ber two nationally, 
putting him in the 

running for a national fencing squad 
to represent the United States at the 
2019 Jr. Olympics, according to his 
coach. 

Midwood High School sopho-
more Jaclyn Khrol (inset with coach 
Mokretsov) also gave a stellar perfor-
mance, earning bronze in Juniors just 
a week before the 15-year-old is ex-
pected to represent Team USA at the 
Junior World Cup fencing tourna-

ment in Puerto Rico. 
And Jaclyn’s sister, eighth-grader 

Caralina Khrol, seems to be follow-
ing in her sibling’s footsteps, as the 
youngster took home a bronze medal 
in the under-14 group.  
 — Colin Mixson

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT

Snip, snip on fun zone
This playground is fun for the 

whole family.
Parks Commissioner Mitchell J. 

Silver joined Councilman Robert E. 

Cornegy, Jr., community members, 
and students and administrators from 
both Bed-Stuy Success Academy 
and PS 59 to snip the ribbon on the 
upgraded Sumner Playground in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant. 

Offi cials took input from local resi-
dents and nearby schools to design the 
community space.

“As the elected offi cial for this dis-
trict and fellow Brooklynite it gives me 
great joy to witness the revitalization 
of our local parks and playgrounds,” 
said Cornegy. “Bed-Stuy families 
will now be able to enjoy the park’s 
new amenities in a beautiful setting. 
Thanks to the Mayor’s Offi ce and NYC 

Parks for their partnership on this 
project, which will serve the area for 
years to come.”

Thanks to the $4.2-million rede-
sign, funded jointly by Cornegy and 
Mayor DeBlasio, the playground 
now offers tot and junior swings, 
spray showers, and state-of-the-art 
adult-fi tness equipment — provid-
ing a free, year-round outdoor gym 
in the community. Workers also up-
dated the ballfi eld with natural turf 
and new dugouts and bleachers, and 
the basketball courts have been com-
pletely reconstructed. 

Garden seating, landscaping, and 
brand-new shaded plazas add a fresh 
look to the playground.

Sumner Playground (Throop Av-
enue between Park Avenue and Stock-
ton Street).

BOROUGH WIDE

Save the date
Calling all high school seniors!
Municipal Credit Union is 

launching its 2019 MCU Scholarship 

Program, aiming to help hardwork-
ing students achieve their dreams for 
higher education. 

The credit union is offering $71,000 
in scholarship grants: nine memorial 
scholarships worth $5,000 each, and 13 
grants of $2,000 each.

“Empowering the youth through-

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster

Youngsters and local elected of-
fi cials this month helped snip the 
ribbon to celebrate a new-and-im-
proved McGolrick Playground in 
Greenpoint’s McGolrick Park — 
the perfect spot for tots to run free 
or to take a break from the hustle 
and bustle of the city and enjoy a 
good book, said a neighborhood pol.

“McGolrick Park is one North 
Brooklyn’s shining stars. It truly 
is a very unique park. It provides 
a home to many birds, book read-
ers, dogs, and picnickers,” said As-

semblyman Joseph Lentol, who 
was joined by the Parks Depart-

ment’s Brooklyn Borough Com-

missioner Martin Maher, Green-
point Councilman Stephen Levin, 
members of Community Board 1, 
students and staff from nearby PS 

110, the North Brooklyn Parks 

Alliance, and the McGolrick 

Park Neighborhood Alliance. 
“Now the playground is back and 

better than ever.”
The Parks Department last 

month wrapped its $2.9-million ren-
ovation of the playground inside the 
larger green space, Msgr. McGol-
rick Park.

Workers gave the playground’s 
two separate play areas, one for 2- 
to 5-year-olds and another for 5- to 
12-year-olds, a complete facelift, 
so both boast new safety surfaces, 
swings, and a spray shower — and 
the neighborhood’s smallest tots can 
now swing and cool off at the same 
time in a combined spray shower 
and swing set. 

The space also features new cafe 
tables and seating, and gated entry-
ways throughout the playground as 
part of the project funded by Mayor 

DeBlasio, Borough President Ad-

ams, and Levin.
McGolrick Park (Russell Street 

and Nassau Avenue).
— Julianne Cuba

out the communities we serve is at the 
heart of our credit union values,” said 
MCU Vice President of Marketing 
and Public Relations Louise Cogan-

Rupani. “We are very proud of our 
long-standing scholarship program 
and the opportunities it provides us 
in recognizing and rewarding young 
people for their outstanding academic 
performance and community ser-
vice.”

The program is open to MCU mem-
bers, a child, or a grandchild of a mem-
ber in good standing. 

Applications are due by Jan. 4, 2019, 
and are available on MCU’s website, 
www.nymcu.org, and at any branch lo-
cation.  — Courtney Donahue

FORT GREENE

Birthday to remember
Standing O salutes Harvey 

Yalan, who debuted his artwork 
in his fi rst-ever exhibition — en-
titled “Look! See! Think! – A Life-
time Perspective” — at Long Is-

land University–Brooklyn’s 
Resnick Gallery on his 89th birth-
day, on Nov. 15. The octogenarian 
said he was inspired to use found 
objects — including cardboard, 
bottles, and metals — to craft 
his tongue-in-cheek creations of 
cartoonish characters to inspire 
viewers to take a closer look at 
the world around them.

“People look at things ev-
eryday, but they don’t see,” said 
Yalan, who lives in Midwood. “I 
wanted people to look and think 
about what it was they were see-
ing. Perception is subjective and 
that is the fun of these works.” 

Yalan began making his 
mixed-media creations in his 
basement more than 30 years ago, 
after he retired and sold his Park 
Slope pharmacy. The artist said 
he can never predict when in-
spiration will strike — and that 
sometimes he has to go hunting 
for it — but added that the sur-
prise is part of the fun. 

“I have no idea what it is, what 
I will do with it, or what I think 
about it,” he said. “And then, the 
‘Aha’ moment! By fl ipping an ob-
ject upside down, redefi ning its 
perspective, seeing how it con-
nects to other random objects, in-
spiration comes.”

Standing O wishes Yalan 
many more moments of inspira-
tion.  — Julianne McShane

READY TO PLAY: Youngsters and Greenpoint pols, including Councilman Steve Levin 
and Assemblyman Joseph Lentol, celebrated the reopening of McGolrick Playground 
on Nov. 7.  Parks Department 

This park is ready for playing!

These young fencers are sharp!
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Have you been seriously injured 
through a fault of another party?

Serving All Boros
Hablamos Espanol

Offi ce is Handicapped Accessible
No fee unless we recover

Free Consultation
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

RECOVERED FOR OUR CLIENTS

Piergrossi & Peterman
wewinyoucash.com

844-300-6648
Call our TOLL FREE hotline

for your complimentary consultation

INJURED?
WE WIN YOU $$$
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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Advertise it with us and find that 
perfect roommate! 

Call us at 

718.260.2555

Adv
Have a 

vacant room? 
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2018

Each year we honor the best family-friendly businesses, services and attractions.

Vote at nyparenting.com and be entered 
into a drawing

for a two night stay for four to

 NEW YORK
Parenting

Prize package includes a 2 night stay in a king bunk suite.  Includes access to Aquatopia 
(voted #1 indoor water park in the US!) and complimentary seasonal activity tickets.  

Activities include the following: Winter - Skiing/Snow Tubing, Spring - Mountain Coaster, 
Summer - Camelbeach.
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By Kevin Duggan

Call it a drama for dramatic times.
A new interactive play delves 

deep into the turbulent 1960s, 
drawing a connection to the struggles of 
young political activists in 2018. “The 
White Album,” opening at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s Harvey Theater on 
Nov. 28, adapts journalist Joan Didion’s 
1978 essay of the same name for the stage, 
and examines how the dramatic changes 
of that decade resonate today, according 
to its director.

“I was interested to see whether the 
most defining issues that were questioned 
by the youth in the 1960s resonate with 
the issues of young activists today,” said 
Lars Jan.

Didion’s essay takes a first-person 
look at the movements and events that 
challenged American society in the final 
years of the decade, including the Black 
Panthers, student protests, and the Manson 
Family murders, all of which boiled over in 
her native California. 

Actress Mia Barron will recite the essay 
onstage, bringing Didion’s lucid writing 

voice to life, according to Jan.
“Essential to the essay is that Didion 

herself is the central character,” Jan said. 
“Mia translates the electricity of Didion’s 
language into somebody reflecting on her 
own inner life and physiology, in a way 
that’s very human.”

While most of the audience will watch 
Barron and a small group of actors per-
form Didion’s text, an additional selection 
of about 20 audience members will join 
them onstage. 

Before each show, Jan and his Early 
Morning Opera company will recruit this 
“inner audience” from among local stu-
dents, activists, and artists between the 
ages of 21 and 30. 

Members of this group will watch the 
beginning of the play from the stage, and 
then shift into the background, moving 
into a glass structure that resembles a mid-
century Californian house. 

Instead of hearing the rest of the play, 
they will don headphones and listen to 
recordings of seminal events from the 
1960s, including concert films and footage 
of police cracking down on protests.

To most of the audience, the scene 
onstage will look like a quiet gathering 
that finally breaks into a dance party that 
is fully 2018, according to Jan.

“They become kind of a visual score,” 
he said.

After the show, the two audiences will 
have a chance to come together for an open 
discussion of the themes of the play. Jan 
hopes these talks will help to create con-
nections across generations.

“The average age of theatergoers is such 
that they will likely have lived through the 
1960s, and they look at history from a very 
different perspective than young people of 
today,” he said.

Didion’s account of a confusing era 
speaks to people from any era, said Jan.

“Joan Didion has this gorgeous brain 
and writes this piece very incisively about 
the confusion and violence around her 
and the profound desire to create meaning 
around this. And I think that that’s some-
thing everybody can relate to,” he said. 

Anyone interested in joining the “inner 
audience” can write to madeline@early-
morningopera.com.

“The White Album” at BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. at Ashland Place, 
(718) 636–4100, www.bam.org]. Nov. 
28–Dec. 1 at 7:30 pm. $25–$70.

Room with a view: Lars Jan’s play “The White Album” stars Mia Barrow (cen-
ter) and will immerse 20 selected members of the audience on stage in a set 
designed to look like a mid-century California mansion. Rafael Hernandez

‘White’ on time
Play looks at activism across the decades

Tumultuous times: Actress Mia Barron will read 
the complete text of Joan Didion’s essay “The 
White Album,” in an adaptation directed by 
Lars Jan, opening on Nov. 28 at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s Harvey Theater. Lars Jan



COURIER LIFE, NOV. 23-29, 201836    24-7

By Julianne McShane

Call it his second act. 
A Bushwick actor will 

revive his one-man, semi-
autobiographical show about gen-
trification in Kings County this 
weekend,  three years after it first 
debuted . “The Last Hipster in 
Brooklyn,” playing at the Bushwick 
Starr on Nov. 24, has grown and 
changed over the years, adding new 
multimedia elements — including 
original photos, videos, and music 
— that show a wider experience 
of people navigating the changing 
borough, said its creator. 

“It’s about showing things from 
different angles — while my expe-
rience of moving to Brooklyn is 
the vehicle of the story, the show is 
about asking questions beyond your 
own experience,” said Nick Finn. 
“The show continues to evolve, 
along with me.” 

The show is based loosely on 
Finn’s experience moving from 
Seattle to Bushwick in 2011, when 
he fell in love with the borough and 
his now-wife, a Brooklyn native. 
During the course of the play, the 
actor plays 13 people, including his 
wife, his father-in-law, and his best 
friend, along with other people in 
the community. 

Projected photographs of rap-

idly gentrifying neighborhoods — 
including Williamsburg and Crown 
Heights — and video scenes of 
Finn playing other characters will 
expand the story beyond his own 
and prompt audience members to 
think about their own role in chang-
ing their communities, he said. 

“It allows me to step out of 
myself on stage and explore differ-
ent perspectives to ask, ‘What does 
my presence mean here, where’s 

the connection to the history, how 
does my presence have an impact 
on others in the community?’ ” said 
Finn. “We’re here as artists to start 
the conversation — not necessarily 
give the answers.” 

“The Last Hipster in Brooklyn” 
at Bushwick Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Wyckoff and Irving ave-
nues in Bushwick, www.thebush-
wickstarr.org). Nov. 24 at 8 pm. 
$25. 

By Bill Roundy

The party has been super-
sized!

The weekly comedy 
show “Butterboy” at Littlefield in 
Gownus added a new after party 
this week called “Butterboy After 
Hours,” at nearby bar Parklife. 
The stand-up show, hosted by 
comedians Aparna Nancherla, 
 Maeve Higgins , and Jo Firestone, 
has developed a loyal following 
over the last year, and owners saw 
that the crowd wanted to keep the 
party going after the last laugh. 
Their neighboring bar Parklife — 
which also offers food and hot 
drinks — seemed like the perfect 
solution, said a rep for the venues. 

“We noticed comedians and 
fans enjoy hanging out after the 
show,” said Caitlin Gillette. “We 
wanted to introduce longtime 

Littlefield fans to our new space 
Parklife, and this seemed like a 
good fit.”

Parklife, just one block away, 
serves fresh tacos and burritos, 
and has a substantial outdoor area, 
which has recently been updated so 
Butterboy visitors can keep warm. 

DJ Donwill, who provides 
music for “Butterboy,” will also 
spin tunes at the after party, and 
the weekly after party will feature 
food and drink specials.

“Butterboy” at Littlefield (635 
Sackett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
www.littlefieldnyc.com). Mondays 
at 8 pm. $10 ($8 in advance). 

“Butterboy After Hours” at 
Parklife (636 Degraw St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.parklifebk.com). 
Mondays; 10–11:30 pm. Free.

Here and there: Three years after its debut, “The Last Hipster in Brooklyn” gets 
a one-night revival on Nov. 24 at the Bushwick Starr, directed by Modesto Flako 
Jimenez, left, and starring Nick E. Finn, right.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Music man: DJ Donwill provides the music for “Butterboy” at Littlefield and for 
the new “Butterboy After Hours” at Parklife.

By Bill Roundy

The buck stops here!
In my time at this news-

paper, I have become an 
aficionado of inexpensive cui-
sine, scouring the city blocks 
around our Downtown office 
for a dish that will fill my stom-
ach without emptying my wal-
let. So it felt like a visit from the 
gustatory gods when two 99-cent 
slice joints opened over the last 
few weeks, each within 60 feet of 
my favored Jay Street-Metrotech 
subway entrance. 

With these upstart one-buck 
cheese slingers added to an already 
existing dollar-slice spot on the 
same block, I was faced with a 
cornucopia of triangular dining 
options. But which pizza purveyor 
truly deserved my Washingtons? 
I launched a lunching taste test 
to be sure. 

My first visit was the new-
est, Jay Street Fresh 99¢ Pizza, 
which opened two weeks ago at 
408 Jay St., between Fulton and 

Willoughby streets. In exchange for 
a single Sacagawea, I received a 
single cheese slice, and settled in at 
one of its handful of square alumi-
num tables. The slice lacked char, 
but was stiff enough to hold in a 
classic pinch maneuver. It had the 
proper balance of cheese and sauce, 
and puffed up at the crust, giving it 

a light and airy texture. Overall, the 
slice was a definite contender. 

The second stop on my jour-
ney was 99¢ Supreme Pizza, at 

the corner of Jay Street and 
Willoughby, open for three 
weeks. Housed in a former 
“Cricket” phone sales shop, 
the oven occupies most of the 
space, leaving just enough room 

for customers to lean against the 
glass counter. The mid-point of 
the trip was also its nadir of fla-
vor: the slice had a too-sweet 
sauce, and the dough was flat as a 
sheet of cardboard.

Finally, I visited my old stand-by 
for penny-pinching pizza: 99¢ Fresh 
Hot Pizza, at 51 Willoughby St., 
between Jay and Lawrence streets. 
This was the only place where I 
encountered a line, which snaked 
past a series of classic red booths. 
But one minute and one buck later, I 
had my final piece of the pie. 

This slice had the most grease, 
but also the most flavor — dab-
bing off the grease with a napkin 

somehow diminished its blend of 
cheese and sauce, which came on 
a crust with just the right amount 
of chew. This was the pizza for me, 
and I celebrated by devouring every 
bite, and then getting back in line 
to bring my editor the special: two 

slices and a can of soda for $2.75. 
In exchange for three dol-

lars, the proprietors gave me the 
required two wedges, a Coke, and 
a coin which turned out to be 20 
Malaysian Sen. Still, I feel like I 
came out ahead.

I’d buy that for a dollar: A pizza slice 
with decent bubbling and a proper 
cheese-to-sauce ratio. Brianna Kudisch

The life of pie: Arts Editor Bill Roundy prepares to dig into his first slice of the day, 
in the name of journalism! Brianna Kudisch

PIZZA MY HEART!

Get the ‘Last’ word

Extra ‘Butter’

Hunting for the best dollar-slice joint

Actor reinvents show about gentrification
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, NOV. 23
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V MINNESOTA 
TIMBERWOLVES: $26–
$5,123. Noon. 

FRI, NOV. 23
SPORTS, NIT TIP-OFF: 

Consolation and cham-
pionship games. $39–
$399. 7 pm.

SAT, NOV. 24
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V CARO-
LINA HURRICANES: 
$17–$440. 7 pm.

SUN, NOV. 25
FAMILY, HARLEM GLOBE-

TROTTERS: $27–$210. 
Noon.

SUN, NOV. 25
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V PHILADELPHIA  
76ERS: $45–$3,334. 
6 pm.

MON , NOV. 26
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V WASH-
INGTON CAPI-
TALS:$16–$440. 7 pm.

WED, NOV. 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V UTAH JAZZ: 
$23–$3,334. 7:30 pm.

FRI, NOV. 30
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V MEMPHIS 
GRIZZLIES: $25–$3,334. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT. 1
READING, MICHELLE 

OBAMA: The former 
First Lady reads from 
her new book. $851–
$1,106. 8 pm.

MON, OCT. 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V CLEVELAND 
CAVALIERS: $28–
$9,965. 7:30 pm.

TUE, OCT. 4
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V WINNIPEG 
JETS: $15–$426. 7 pm.

MON, OCT. 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V OKLAHOMA 
CITY THUNDER: $38–
$2,05. 7:30 pm.

TUE, DEC. 4
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V WINNIPEG 
JETS: $15–$426. 7 pm.

WED, DEC. 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V OKLAHOMA 
CITY THUNDER: $38–
$2,056. 7:30 pm.

THU, DEC. 6
MUSIC, ALT 92.3 PRES-

ENTS NOT SO SILENT 
NIGHT: With Florence 
and the Machine, Muse, 
Death Cab for Cutie, 
Foster the People, and 
more. $65–$185. 7 pm.

FRI, DEC. 7
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V OKLAHOMA 
CITY THUNDER: 7 pm.

THU, DEC. 7
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V TORONTO 
RAPTORS: $47–$7,000. 
7:30 pm.

SUN, DEC. 9
SPORTS, BATTLE IN THE 

APPLE BASKETBALL 
SHOWCASE: Six high 
school and prep teams 
face off. $18–$100. 4:30 
pm.

WED, DEC. 12
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V VEGAS 
GOLDEN KNIGHTS: 
$15–$499. 7 pm.

FRI, NOV. 23
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
The exhibition portrays the 
life and work of the famous 
1960s graphic artist MC 
Escher. $20. 9 am–9 pm. 
Industry City (220 36th 
Street between Second 
and Third Avenues in Sun-
set Park). 

MARKET, LITTLE CARIB-
BEAN FOOD POP-UP: 
The annual holiday pop-up 
shop hosted by Caribbeing 
— the Caribbean cultural 
center housed in a ship-
ping container, offering 
guests a chance to try out 
and purchase imported 
and locally-made food 
products from all over the 
Caribbean. 4–8 pm. Carib-
being (Parkside and Ocean 
Avenues in Prospect Lef-
ferts Gardens). 

THEATER, THE EDUCA-
TION OF AL CAPONE AS 
IF TOLD BY JIMMY DU-
RANTE: A new play written 
by the Mayor of Coney Is-
land, Dick Zigun. $10–$30. 
8 pm. Coney Island USA 
[1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

THEATER, CONSUMP-
TION: This intimate and 
immersive play about fi ve 
couples and the nature of 
love will show for a small 
audience at a restored 
Victorian home. $25. 8 pm. 
Beverley Social Club [1016 
Beverley Rd., between 
Stratford Road and Coney 
Island Avenue in Kensing-
ton, (917) 991–7689], www.
beverleysocialclub.com. 

SAT, NOV. 24
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Nov. 23. 

MARKET, BROOKLYN HOLI-
DAY BAZAAR: An annual 
showcase of the best of 
Brooklyn, with shopping 
from local makers at 501 
Union, and food & fresh 
drinks across the street. 
Free. 11 am–5 pm. 501 
Union & The Green Build-
ing (501 Union St. between 
Bond Street and the Canal; 
452 Union St. at Bond 
Street in Gowanus), brook-
lynholidaybazaar.com. 

FUND-RAISER, SELFIES 
WITH ELVES ON MON-
TAGUE STREET: Donate a 
pair of new socks and take 
a selfi e with an elf at the 
Montague Street Business 
District charity event. Free. 
Noon–2 pm. (Montague 
Street at Henry Street in 
Brooklyn Heights), www.
montaguebid.com. 

MARKET, WINTERFEST: The 
holiday market behind the 
Brooklyn Museum opens 
for the season. Shopping 
is free; buy tickets for the 
enchanted maze, gigantice 
slide, beer hall, and wine 
tent. $9–$20. 1–9 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.winterfestbrooklyn-
museum.com. 

MUSIC, “HANSEL AND 
GRETEL”: The Brothers 
Grimm’s fairy tale comes 
to life on Regina Opera’s 
stage, presented with full 
orchestra and English su-

pertitles. $25 ($20 senior 
and students, $5 teens, 
kids free). 3 pm. Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help School 
Auditorium [5902 Sixth 
Ave. at 60th Street in Sun-
set Park, (718) 259–2772], 
www.reginaopera.org. 

THEATER, THE EDUCA-
TION OF AL CAPONE AS 
IF TOLD BY JIMMY DU-
RANTE: 4 pm, 8 pm. See 
Friday, Nov. 23. 

FIFTH AVENUE TREE LIGHT-
ING: Stilt walkers, Bubble-
dad, a clown, treats, music, 
carolers, and, of course, 
Santa himself will kick off 
the holiday season. Free. 
4–6 pm. Fifth Avenue and 
Fourth Street (Park Slope) 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street). 

NIGHTLIFE, QUIET DANCE 
PARTY AT WINTERFEST: 
Three live DJs will spin hits 
streamed to your head-
phones, while you explore 
the outdoor magic light 
maze, holiday shopping 
market, and more behind 
the Museum. $10. 5 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
brooklynmuseum.org. 

COMEDY, ANDY KINDLER 
LIVE: The actor and come-
dian delivers a stand-up 
show. $12. 7 and 9:15 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, THE PRISONER: 
Writer and director Peter 
Brook examines the com-
plexities of crime, justice, 
and compassion in a 
breathtaking new interna-
tional production. $90–
$115. 7:30 pm. Theatre for 
a New Audience, Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Ful-
ton Street and Lafayette 

FRIENDS: Comedian Bran-
don Daniel Garner hosts 
a night of stand-up and 
interviews with Geoffrey 
Asmus, Moss Perricone, 
Kathryn Henson, and 
more. Free. 8 pm. The 
Starliner [1446 Myrtle Ave. 
between Menahan and 
Bleecker streets in Bush-
wick, (209) 200–3060]. 

COMEDY, CHICKEN, ROAD, 
LOL!: Weekly comedy 
open mic at a gay bar. Five 
minutes to work on your 
stuff. Free. 8 pm. Excelsior 
[563 Fifth Ave. between 
15th and 16th in Park 
Slope, (718) 788–2710], 
www.wigbate.com. 

TUES, NOV. 27
ART, BROOKLYN AFTER-

NOONS: Individuals with 
memory loss and their care 
partners are invited to ex-
perience the Brooklyn Mu-
seum’s collection when the 
galleries are closed to the 
public. Light refreshments 
are provided, and assis-
tive listening devices and 
wheelchairs are available. 
Registration is required: 
call (718) 501–6520 or 
email access@brooklyn-
museum.org. Free. 2–3:30 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
brooklynmuseum.org. 

READING, ADRIANA TRI-
GIANI: The best-selling 
author discusses her new 
book “Tony’s Wife,” about 
a showbiz couple during 
the big band era. Ticket in-
cludes dinner and a signed 
copy of the book. $70. 
7 pm. Dyker Beach Golf 
Course (1030 86th St. at 
Seventh Avenue in Dyker 
Heights), www.bookmark-
shoppe.com. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MC-
QUADE’S “RAT PACK” 
CHRISTMAS: The crooner 
will perform classic hits 
from the “Rat Pack” trio: 
Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin 
and Sammy Davis, Jr. Free. 
7–10 pm. Leo’s Casa Cala-
mari [8602 Third Avenue 
between 86th and 87th 
Streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
921–1900], www.leoscas-
abk.com. 

MUSIC, “REVERSES”: Musi-
cians from the Brooklyn 
improvisational community 
play two sets of music by 
conductor-composer-tenor 
saxophonists Anna Web-
ber and Angela Morris. 
$25 ($18 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

THEATER, AUDITIONS FOR 
“THE DEFILED BED”: 
Audition for the play, com-
ing to Broadway in May 
2019. Casting youth ages 
12–19, young adults 20–25, 
and seasoned adults. By 
appointment only. Email 
trevipershayproductions@
gmail.com. Free. 8 pm. Art 
New York (138 S. Oxford 
St. between Hanson Place 
and Atlantic Avenue in Fort 
Greene). 

WED, NOV. 28
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Nov. 23. 

Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 229–2819], www.
tfana.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, “THE ROW-
MUDA TRIANGLE”: Night-
life sensation elrow will 
transform Avant Gardner 
into a nautical dance party 
and carnival, with out-
landish decorations and 
more than 150 costumed 
performers. $50–$70 ($85 
VIP). 9 pm–4 am. Avant 
Gardner (140 Stewart Ave. 
at Meserole Street in Bush-
wick), avant-gardner.com. 

SUN, NOV. 25
FAMILY, THE MUSIC OF 

PHISH: The Rock and Roll 
Playhouse is hosting this 
fun event for kids, featur-
ing Uncle Ebenezer. $12 
(Free for children under 1). 
11 am. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

MUSIC, CAROLYN ENGER: 
The pianist performs as 
part of the 22nd annual 
concert series at the Good 
Shepherd Church. Free 
(Donations accepted). 
5 pm. Good Shepherd 
Church [Ave. S and Brown 
Street in Marine Park, (718) 
998–2800]. 

MON, NOV. 26
TALK, FREDERICK DOUG-

LASS AND FUGITIVE 
SLAVES: Historians discuss 
the history of abolitionism 
before the Civil War and 
the role of Frederick Doug-
lass. $5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, LET’S BE 

Best seat in the house: Bull Bullard, of the Harlem Globetrotters, 
pauses for a break above the rim. The team members will show 
off their ball-handling skills at Barclays Center on Nov. 25. 
 Dennis Cotton

Continued on page 38

Look, mistletoe!: Acrobats roll and swing on hoops in the elab-
orately costumed spectacle “Cirque Dreams Holidaze,” running 
for four days at the Kings Theatre, starting on Nov. 29.
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TALK, “A BYGONE BROOK-
LYN”: Photographer Larry 
Racioppo will discuss 
his new book, “Brook-
lyn Before: Photographs, 
1971–1983,” and street 
photography in Brooklyn 
with journalist and histori-
ans. $10. 6–9 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

READING, “DEMOLITION 
NIGHT”: Journalist and 
former state Senate can-
didate Ross Barkan will 
read from his new sci-fi  
novel, “Demolition Night.” 
Free. 7 pm. The BookMark 
Shoppe [8415 Third Ave. 
between 84th and 85th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–5115], www.book-
markshoppe.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, THE GOOD 
SWIMMER: Heidi Rode-
wald’s pop requiem ad-
dresses issues of war, 
heroism, sacrifi ce, loss and 
idealism in this multi-in-
strumental song-cycle with 
lyrics by Donna Di Novelli 
telling the story of a group 
of young lifeguards in the 
early days of the Vietnam 
War. $25. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and 

Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THEATER, THE PRISONER: 
Writer and director Peter 
Brook examines the com-
plexities of crime, justice, 
and compassion in a 
breathtaking new interna-
tional production. $90–
$115. 7:30 pm. Theatre for 
a New Audience, Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Ful-
ton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 229–2819], www.
tfana.org. 

DRUNK SCIENCE: Three 
drunk comedians compete 
to present the best scien-
tifi c dissertation to a panel 
of real scientists. $8. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

ART, “ONEIRIC RECEIVER 
(((NIGHT THROAT)))”: Julia 
Santoli presents a mutant 
project of myriad form 
manifesting as visual proj-
ect, recording album, and 
live performance through 
genre-crossing collabora-
tions. Free ($10 suggested 
donation). 8 pm. Issue Proj-
ect Room [22 Boerum Pl. at 
Livingston Street in Down-
town, (718) 330–0313], 
www.issueprojectroom.
org. 

HANUKKAH LIGHTS 
UP THE WORLD 
Sunday, Dec. 2, 2018 at 3 PM | $34

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

First U.S. Engagement!
THE NATIONAL BALLET  
THEATER OF ODESSA

THE NUTCRACKER 
Friday, Dec.14, 2018 at 7 PM | $34

(718) 368 5596 | O St AtKi b h
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Yiddish Theatre Star Daniella Rabbani, 
Israeli Soloist Inbar Goldmann, 
and 12th Night Klezmer celebrate 
international songs and stories 
inspired by the Festival of Lights!

Music by  
Pyotr Tchaikovsky
“Long and thunderous applause!”  
– Il Tempo

“A particular standout was  
Daniella Rabbani!” – The New York Times

Choreography by 
Marius Petipa

AMPLE, FREE PARKING!

Continued from page 37 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The Chi-
cago-style stand up show-
case features Emma Will-
mann, Adrienne Iapalucci, 
Nore Davis, David Drake, 
and more. Hosted by Mike 
Lebovitz. $10 ($5 in ad-
vance). 9 pm. The Gutter 
[200 N. 14th St. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–3585], thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

THURS, NOV. 29
ART, FIFTH ANNUAL BAY 

RIDGE PETS HOLIDAY 
PHOTO CONTEST 2016: 
Submit a photo of your 
current pet (one pet per 
photo) with any December 
holiday theme or attire. 
Include the pet’s name, 
and no additional info. 
Winner will be announced 
on the website. Free. www.
facebook.com/groups/bay-
ridgepets. 

TALK, MALLS VS. BODEGAS: 
Resisting the suburbaniza-
tion of the city: A conver-
sation about the impact 
of chain stores on New 
York City’s character, small 
businesses, and street 
life. $5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

FILM, “DAYTON JONES” 
AND “SHAFT”: Filmmaker 
Nelson George intro-
duces a screening that 
pairs his new fi lm with the 
blaxploitation classic. $16 
includes Museum admis-
sion. 7 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
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at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brook-
lynmuseum.org. Comedy, 
“How To Fail”: Join the 
fi rst-ever live recording of 
Lifehacker’s podcast, “The 
Upgrade,” with comedians 
Chris Gethard and Akilah 
Hughes. $10. 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

DANCE, BODYSTORIES: 
Teresa Fellion Dance: 
The contemporary dance 
company will present its 
premiere of “reeling -> 
healing,” a two-part work 
examining how audiences 
deal with trauma. $18 ($22 
at the door). 8 pm. Triske-
lion Arts [106 Calyer St. 
between Banker Street and 
Clifford Place in Green-
point, (718) 389–3473], 
www.triskelionarts.org. 

DANCE, CIRQUE DREAMS 
HOLIDAZE: A holiday 
stage spectacular featur-
ing international theatrical 
talent and cirque artists 
with elaborately costumed 
characters. $29.50. 8 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

DANCE, “ALONG”: A low-
tech, science fi ction based 
“girl power” led adventure 
from Sally Silvers. $25 ($18 
in advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

ART, ARTJAM: A monthly 
event of music perfor-

mances, live painting, 
video projections, tattoo-
ing, photography exhibits, 
and much more. $15 ($10 
in advance). 8 pm. The 
Paper Box [17 Meadow St. 
between Bogart and Wa-
terbury streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 383–3815], 
paperboxnyc.com. 

COMEDY, SACK LUNCH: A 
long-running, quarterly 
comedy show welcomes 
Matt Koff, Sonia Denis, 
Emily Winter, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. 61 Local 
[61 Bergen St. between 
Smith and Court streets 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 875–
1150]. 

FRI, NOV. 30
MUSIC, OPEN SOURCE 

FUND-RAISER: An event 
featuring food, rinks, 
raffl es, and a silent auction 
to raise money for Open 
Source, which promotes 
the arts. $75 ($60 in ad-
vance, $200 for four). 7 
pm. Open Source Gallery 
[306 17th St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

MUSIC, LITERATI II — FAN-
TASY: An innovative cham-
ber-music experience, 
exploring works inspired 
by literature and poetry. 
$25 ($10 students). 7:30 
pm. Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
www.theoldstonehouse.
org. 

COMEDY, LAS CULTURIS-
TAS: The weekly podcast 
hosts its live show “I Don’t 

Think So, Honey!” $20. 
7:30 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

THEATER, “MAMMA MIA!”: 
Take in the Narrows Com-
munity Theater’s musical, 
featuring the classic story 
of a mother and daughter 
preparing for a wedding 
on a Greek island. $25 ($20 
seniors and students; $15 
kids). 8 pm. Fort Hamilton 
Army Base Theater (101st 
Street and Fort Hamilton 
Parkway in Bay Ridge), 
www.narrowscommuni-
tytheater.com. 

SAT, DEC. 1
FUND-RAISER, JINGLE BELL 

JOG 5K: New York Road 
Runners host a celebration 
and a fundraiser for their 
youth programs. Runners 
get a holiday souvenir and 
post-race hot chocolate. 
$40–$50 (NYRR Registra-
tion fees apply). 9:30 am. 
Prospect Park Nethermead 
(enter at Ocean Avenue 
and Lincoln Road in Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens), 
www.nyrr.org.

MUSIC, BROOKLYN HOLI-
DAY BOOK FAIR: Used 
and rare book dealers 
from around Brooklyn will 
sell one-of-a-kind books. 
Free. 10 am–5 pm. Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], www.the-
oldstonehouse.org. 
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By Julianne Cuba

It’s the clear winner!
Gowanus’s Mexican eatery 

Claro, whose Spanish name trans-
lates to clear in English, this month 
received one of the food world’s most 
prestigious awards — a Michelin star.

The Third Avenue restaurant is the 
first in the neighborhood known for its 
eponymous  filthy waterway  to win the 
honor — which came as a surprise to 
its owner and chef, who said his sole 
focus is alerting locals to the spot’s 
always-changing menu of fire-grilled 
tortillas, tacos, moles, and mezcal.

“I was a little shocked,” said T.J. 
Steele, who lives in Williamsburg and 
also owns a home in Mexico, where he 
founded a mezcal brand. “I had no clue 
the Michelin folks were coming. I was 
hoping to get a  review from the New 
York Times , which I got — I didn’t 
know there was more after that.”

Claro, which specializes in cuisine 
from the Mexican state of Oaxaca, 
is one of only nine restaurants in 
Brooklyn with a Michelin star.

Steele hopes news of the rating his 
eatery received on Nov. 6 will bring 
even more foodies to the neighborhood 
on the edge of Brooklyn’s Nautical 
Purgatory, where the city is planning  a 
massive rezoning  in order to transform 
it from an industrial center to a residen-
tial enclave.

“I think it’s up-and-coming, a lot of 
good stuff around,” he said. “The fact 
that we are busy all the time means 
there’s people around here in the neigh-
borhood, and they seem to like what we 
are doing.”

The new claim to fame will not 
change Claro’s laid-back atmosphere, 
said Steele, since it was the restaurant’s 
unique identity that brought it the rec-
ognition it deserves.

“We’re not gonna change what we 
are doing, we’re happy to be acknowl-
edged,” he said.

When most people hear of Michelin 
star restaurants they think of snooty 
spots that serve tiny, expensive dishes 
served on fancy plates, but Claro — 
which opened last year, and serves 
three tacos for $14 among its dishes 
— is reasonably-priced, according to 
its owner, who described its indoor 
and outdoor dining spaces as relaxed 
hangout spots, even though he cooks 
with only the finest foods.

“We’re not a white-tablecloth res-
taurant, but we’re using all the same 
ingredients as the best restaurants in 
New York are, and using same kind of 
care,” he said. “My personality is more 
like Claro, it’s a little more relaxed and 
about the food, and just having a good 
experience and good time.”

Steele said there is still room for 
him to grow in Gowanus — he is keep-
ing his eyes peeled for a place nearby to 
open his next big restaurant, which will 
offer a different spin on his grub. 

Claro (284 Third Ave. between 
President and Carroll streets in 
Gowanus,  www.clarobk.com ). Open 
Sun–Thurs from 5:30 to 10:30 pm, Fri–
Sat 5:30 to 11:30 pm, Sat–Sun brunch 
from 11:30 am to 3 pm.

By Bill Roundy

Hop on the slopes!
A winter skiing-themed 

beer festival will slalom into 
Sunset Park next month. The  Juicy 
Brews Winter Invitational Craft Beer 
Festival , happening at Five Boroughs 
Brewing Company on Dec. 8, will 
feature fake snow, free hot chocolate, 
a snowboard raffle, neon outfits, and 
samples of suds from two dozen brew-
eries, turning the Sunset Park brewery 
into a boozy ski lodge from the 1980s. 
The wacky theme is a reaction to more 
prosaic beer festivals that all feel the 
same, said the event’s founder.

“I’ve attended too many boring 
beer festivals where I walk around 
with a plastic cup and sample the 
same tepid beer I could buy at a local 
bodega. I was tired of it,” said Kenny 
Gould. “We wanted to create a wholly 
unique and incredible experience that 
gets people excited about beer! The 
ski theme is part of that.”

Gould is the founder of  Hop 
Culture , the beer-focused news site 
that organized the festival. The group’s 
last event, a combination Halloween 
party and craft beer tasting in Boston, 
brought about 1,000 costumed drink-
ers to the event, and Gould hopes that 
Brooklynites will throw on their best 
1980s outfits and come out to enjoy 
some fantastic brews. 

“I’m super excited to see how 
New York turns up for the event, and 
thrilled to host some amazing brewer-
ies from all across the country,” he 
said. “If you’re on the fence about 
beer, come say hi to me at the event 
and I guarantee I’ll help you find 
something you like.”

In addition to host Five Boroughs 
Brewing, the event will feature a 
handful of local breweries, includ-
ing Threes Brewing from Gowanus 
and Mikkeller Brewing from Queens, 
along with beer makers from across 
the country. 

Each visitor will get souvenir tast-
ing glass for unlimited samples, with 
“designated driver” visitors getting a 
consolation tee shirt instead.

Juicy Brews Winter Invitational 
Craft Beer Festival at Five Boroughs 
Brewing (215 47th St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Sunset Park, 
www.hopculture.com). Dec. 8; Noon–3 
pm; 4–7 pm. $69 ($104 VIP, $20 desig-
nated driver tickets).

Ready to grill: Claro chef and owner T.J. Steele just won a Michelin-star rating.  Gabi Porter

HE’S STARSTRUCK

Get a brew-ski!

Gowanus eatery Claro gets Michelin award

By Brianna Kudisch

Get ready to strut 
your stuff! 

Fash ionable 
Brooklynites can walk the 
runway and show off their 
most fabulous outfits at 
the first ever People’s Ball 
at the Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central Branch 
on Dec. 1. The event is 
designed to celebrate the 
individual style of people 
in the neighborhood, and 
to defy the rules of tra-
ditional fashion shows, 
according to one of the 
show’s organizers. 

“Cutting-edge, fabu-
lous style has nothing to 
do with exclusive high-
priced galas and corporate 
fashion events. It belongs 
to the streets and to the 
people for whom dressing 
up is an act of creativity 
and freedom,” said Laszlo 
Jakab Orsos, the ball’s 
creator and the library’s 
Vice President of Arts and 
Culture.

The free event will fea-
ture a raised runway, con-
structed in the library’s 
central lobby, which will 
open once each hour for 
anyone willing to walk 
and show off their ensem-
ble, while a professional 
photographer snaps pic-
tures. 

“This is open to 
everyone,” said Orsos. 
“Everyone deserves this 
elevation.”

Makeup artists will 
offer free touch-ups to 
people before they step 

on the catwalk, yes, the 
catwalk, before they do 
their little dance on the 
catwalk. A cash bar will 
also provide some liquid 
courage to those prepar-
ing to strut in front of a 
crowd.

The celebration will 
be emceed by two local 
art aficionados: actress 
Delissa Reynolds, best 
known for her roles on 
“Luke Cage” and “Orange 
is the New Black;” and 
Isaac Fitzgerald, the 
founding editor of 
BuzzFeed Books. 

Between strut sessions, 
local musicians and the 
disc jockey Rimarkable 
will keep things bump-
ing, and a choreographed 
dance number will also 
get people on their feet.

About 2,500 people 
have already sent an 
 RSVP  to the event, which 
shows that locals are eager 
to show off their creativ-
ity, said Orsos.

“This is a test run, but 
seeing the overwhelming 
response, we have huge 
interest and curiosity,” he 
said. “People can show 
how their imagination 
works — we’re just pro-
viding the platform.”

“The People’s Ball” at 
the Central Branch of the 
Brooklyn Public Library 
[10 Grand Army Plaza 
at Eastern Parkway in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100, www.bklynli-
brary.org]. Dec. 1; 7 pm–
midnight. Free.

Read carpet
Library hosts a fashion 
show for all the people

Fashion party: Keith Gerad Joseph Craig poses in preparation for 
the first ever People’s Ball, a fashion show for everyone, presented 
by the Brooklyn Public Library on Dec. 1.   Gregg Richards

Winter warmer: VIP guests at the Juicy 
Brews Winter Craft Beer Festival will receive 
this fancy glass — everyone else gets a 
smaller sampler glass. Grace Weitz
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Welcome Flaming Grill & Modern Buffet
to the Neighborhood!

B U S I N E S S  S P O T L I G H T

3839 Nostrand Avenue /Between Aves Y & Z/  718-648-6888
 OPEN 7 DAYS 2 Party Rooms Available

     FLAMING GRILL & MODERN BUFFET - BROOKLYN          @FLAMINGGRILLBK          @FLAMINGGRILLBK
Buffet To Go Available For Takeout Priced By The Pound  |  Additional Parking Above ALDI Supermarket 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!
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7717 3rd

Book Your
Holiday Party Now!

Event Space Holds 25-100+ Guests
Weddings  Christenings  Engagements
Bridal/Baby Showers  Holiday Parties
Birthdays  Anniversaries  Reunions

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR PARTY PACKAGES

GREENHOUSECAFE.COM
Brunch on Weekends!

GREENHOUSE 
CAFE

We are now accepting reservations 

for

Christmas Eve Dinner
New Year’s Eve Dinner

New Year’s Eve -
Midnight Celebration

New Year’s Eve & Day
Brunch

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.

(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM
CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions 
& subject to change without notice.

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

Like      Jordans Lobster Dock on      for latest specials
Serving NY Since 1938

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu 
$2995 pp

Music: Thurs. - Sun.
1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Now 
Accepting 
Holiday 

Reservations
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Sirico’s offers you a variety of Dinner, Cocktail,  
and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair. 

We can create any theme for your occasion with unique  
LED lighting options and special decor packages.

CATERERS

8015/23 13th Avenue • Dyker Heights • Brooklyn, NY 11228 
718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net
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• Never Wait For Service Again 
• Any Ford or Lincoln
   Vehicle New or Used
• No Matter Where You
   Bought or Leased… 
   We Can Service It
• All Warranty Work

ONLINE 24/7: PremierFordOfBayRidge.com

152  58th Street, Brooklyn
1-347-578-7900
New Car Showroom: 612 86th Street, Brooklyn

NEW
SERVICE
CENTER

FORD
SERVICE

IS BACK
IN BAY
RIDGE!

OIL & FILTER
CHANGE

$1995
+ tax

Up to 5 quarts of oil. Featuring. Diesel vehicles or synthetic oil additional charge. On Ford & Lincoln vehicle only. 1 Per 

Customer. Prior sales excluded. Offer valid with coupon; must present prior to service write-up. Expires 11/30/18.

FORD SERVICE SPECIAL

NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY
Monday thru Friday: 7:00AM - 6:00PM
Saturday: 7:30AM - 3:30PM, Sunday: Closed

OPEN
SATURDAYS



THURSDAY & 
FRIDAY ONLY2-DAY DEALS

Men’s 
Smith’s 
Lined 
Denim or 
Canvas 
Pants
Reg. $24.99

Sport Duffels
Reg. $29.99 ��������	�
�������

Reg. $29.99

Men’s Mitre 
Country 
�������������
or Pants 
Reg. $19.99

NOW 
$10

Sizes 30–42  |��
��������������

$15
NOW

$15
NOW

$10
NOW

$15
SAVE

Men’s & 
Women’s 
adidas 17 
Tiro Pants
Reg. $45

NOW 
$30
While supplies last
Colors vary by store

�������
�	��	��!	�"�
Reg. $29.99

NOW 
$15
#����$����"�
Reg. $19.99

NOW 
$10

WE WILL HONOR ANY COMPETITOR’S COUPONS AND MEET THEIR ADVERTISED PRICES. Exclusions apply. While supplies last. Items, styles & colors vary by store



SALE VALID NOVEMBER 22–25, 2018

MOST STORES OPEN 6PM 
THANKSGIVING NIGHT!
Visit modells.com for store hours

THURSDAY & 
FRIDAY ONLY2-DAY DEALS

LOOK FOR OUR 12–PAGE CIRCULAR 
IN TOMORROW’S PAPER!

THURSDAY NIGHT ONLY
*$25 is the only denomination available. Limit 8 per customer. No cash refund for Gift Cards

SAVE 20% ON A $25 GIFT CARD, ONLY $20*

adidas Racer TR
Men’s running shoe • Reg. $74.99

NOW $37.49
Saucony Cohesion II
Men’s & Women’s running shoe • Reg. $59.99

NOW $29.99
adidas Advantage Clean
Men’s & Women’s court shoe • Reg. $59.99

NOW $29.99

SELECT 
BOOTS Smith’s Linden III

Men’s work boot • Reg. $49.99
Mountain Gear Langdon 6”
Men’s boot • Reg. $39.99

Men’s 
Timberland 
White Ledge 
Hikers
Reg. $99.99

Men’s 
Timberland 
6” Padded 
Classic Work 
Boots 
Reg. $149.99

Youth Reg. $89.99

NOW $59.99
SAVE
$30

$69 99
NOW

$99 99
NOW

SELECT 
ATHLETIC 
FOOTWEAR

SAVE
$50

SAVE
$30LIMIT 4 PER CUSTOMER

LIMIT 4 PER CUSTOMER LIMIT 4 PER CUSTOMER

LIMIT 4 PER CUSTOMER

$2499
NOW

$1999
NOW


