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BY COLIN MIXSON
Meet the beetles!
A Queens entomologist 

will teach oddball Brook-
lynites how to pose dead 
beetles and display their 
jauntily dressed, desic-
cated carcasses in whim-
sical  bug-scale diora-
mas at a Williamsburg 

bookstore on Feb. 10. 
The creepy-crawly 

crafts woman behind the 
Anthropo morphic Beetle 
Dollhouse Diorama Class at 
Quimby Bookstore said she 
is not being weird for weird-
ness’s sake. She really just 
likes dioramas — and bugs! 

“I just like insects,” said 

Daisy Tainton. “It’s a com-
bination of all the really 
cute miniature stuff I’ve 
liked since childhood, and 
nature.”

At the workshop, tick-
etholders will be provided 
with a dead rhinoceros 
beetle — a whopping three-

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
These kids are making news!

Pint-sized pupils at a Mill Ba-
sin public school turn their li-
brary into a bustling newsroom 
each week when they convene 
for regular meetings of their 
Newspaper Club.

Rookie reporters in the PS 
236 club, founded three years 
ago by the school’s enrichment 
teacher, produce some 15-25 
newsletters per school year, 
with each edition dedicated 
to a single story. The kids in 
grades three through fi ve love 
hitting the hallways for half an 
hour each week to get the lat-
est scoops from the Avenue U 
school, and working together to 
perfect their writing skills, the 
educator said.

“They feel so important, and 
some of them are gaining con-
fi dence in their writing,” said 
Suzy Ojalvo. 

This reporter sat in on a Jan. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Postal workers continue to 
use residential Park Slope 
streets as parking lots for 
both their work and per-
sonal vehicles, according 
to residents, who said the 
federal employees use plac-

ards to park illegally even 
after an agency rep told this 
newspaper that those plac-
ards would be revoked.

 Last July , United States 
Postal Service rep Xavier 
Hernandez said placards 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 6Continued on page 13

 Prospect rink 
hosts curling

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This sport is pretty chill.

You can try your hand at the 
popular Olympic sport known as 
curling at the Lefrak Center in 
Prospect Park this winter! Every 
four years, fans go crazy over the 
calm yet compelling game that 
sends heavy rocks hurling down 
the ice like a chilly game of shuf-
fl eboard, said the president of 
Brooklyn Lakeside Curling Club, 
who leads weekly classes during 
February and March.

“People are surprised at the 
popularity of curling during the 
Olympics, and every time people 
fi nd themselves compulsively 
watching Olympic curling on 
television,” said Charles Donefer. 
“Something about the way it’s 
televised that goes back and forth 
between excitement and relax-
ation.”

The curling club has been 
around for fi ve years, and last 
year received a spike in sign-ups 
after the United States men’s curl-

Continued on page 10

LET IT SLIDE: A curler practices delivering the stone at the Lefrak Center in Prospect Park, during a class hosted by the 
Brooklyn Lakeside Curling Club. Miska Draskoczy

LADY BUG: Daisy Tainton 
with one of her handcrafted 
beetle dioramas.

SWEEP SPOTPrimary 
sources 

Learn to make insect artStill posting up

Vol. 8 No. 6 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNPAPER.COM

Mill kids write in 
Newspaper Club

Da
is

y 
Ta

in
to

n

USPS keeps hogging parking with placards



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

FE
B. 

10
, 2

01
9

2

Court Street Office
112 Court Street, Brooklyn NY

PLATINUM SAVINGS

2.25%
APY (1)

(718) 677-4400 | eNorthfield.com

NOW OPEN!

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) subject to change without notice.  A minimum balance of $10.00 is required to 
open account.  The account will be charged a minimum balance fee of $8.00 each statement cycle if the average 
daily balance for that cycle falls below $2,500.  Fees can reduce earnings. Account balances between $0.01 and 
$999,999.99 earn 2.25% APY on the entire balance.  Account balances $1,000,000 and over earn 0.90% APY on the 
entire balance.  Transaction limitations apply.  New money, defined as funds not currently on deposit at Northfield 
Bank, are required to open. 

(2) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) subject to change without notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open CD.   All 
account balances above $0.01 will earn the stated APY.  There is a substantial penalty for early withdrawals. Fees 
could reduce earnings.   The maximum CD account balance is $225,000. 

(3) Bonus reward offer is available to new MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking Student customers who 
do not have an existing or prior Northfield checking account AND who meet the required qualifying criteria within 
90 calendar days from account opening.  Qualifying criteria is defined as maintaining a $500 average daily balance 
in the new account AND having a monthly recurring direct deposit of $500 or more, AND performing 10 point of 
sale debit card transactions per month.  Qualifying direct deposits are recurring electronic deposits of your paycheck, 
pension, or government benefits. Person-to-person transfers between your Northfield account or accounts you have 
at other institutions do not qualify.  Once the criteria is met, the reward will be credited to the new MyChecking 
account no later than 30 business days following the end of the 90 day period.  Account must remain open through 
the qualifying period to receive bonus. Bonus will be reported as taxable income on a 1099-INT.  One bonus per 
household and offer subject to change without notice.

(4) MyChecking has no monthly service charge when you do one of the following each statement cycle: 1) maintain a 
minimum average daily balance of $500; OR, 2) have a recurring direct deposit totaling $500 or more; OR, 3) perform 
10 POS debit card transactions.  Otherwise, an $8.00 monthly service charge will apply.  MyChecking Student and 
MyChecking 60+ have no monthly minimum balance requirements and no monthly service charge.

Offers in effect as of 1/04/19, subject to change without notice, and only available at Court St. office. 

Open a MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking Student(4) and 
maintain a $500 average monthly balance, have a recurring direct 
deposit of $500 or more, and perform 10 POS debit card transactions 
per month over the first 90 days to earn a $350 bonus(3).

OPEN A MYCHECKING 
ACCOUNT AND EARN 350$

10 MONTH CD 17 MONTH CD

2.60% 2.75%
APY (2)APY (2)

(3)

MEMBER FDIC

ON BALANCES BELOW $999,998.99

BY MAYA HARRISON 
AND NATALLIE ROCHA 

This Kings County Supreme Court justice 
and his law clerk rule in favor of peaceful 
coexistence.

Judge Noach Dear, an Orthodox Jew, 
and his court attorney Deema Azizi, a Syr-
ian Muslim, have been turning heads at 
the Supreme Court since they began work-
ing together two years ago, Dear told this 
newspaper. 

“When people see Deema for the fi rst 
time, they always do a double take,” he 
said. “With the response, ‘What a combina-
tion, an Orthodox Jew with a Syrian Mus-
lim woman — it’s unbelievable.’ ”

Dear, who wears a yarmulke daily, said 
that he and Azizi, who dons a hijab every 
day, talk openly about how their back-
grounds overlap, including their shared 
commitments to wearing religious garb, 
keeping religious-based diets, and daily 
prayer.

“I could identify with her and her ap-
pearance because I wear a yarmulke,” the 
judge said. “Religious women who cover 
their hair are often not afforded the same 
opportunities by the way that they dress, 
and because of their backgrounds.”

Career-advancing opportunities, how-
ever, have not been few and far between for 
Azizi. The clerk previously served two in-
ternships with magistrate judges in Brook-
lyn and Manhattan, and worked with clients 
locked up in the country’s notorious Guan-
tanamo Bay prison in Cuba as a student at 
the City of New York School of Law.

But her family’s escape from their na-
tive Syria to the United States, and the 

resilience she learned from that journey, 
played an equally important role as her le-
gal experience did in landing Azizi her cur-
rent clerkship, Dear said. 

Azizi, whose family fl ed Syria when she 
was a child, said her early years spent liv-
ing under a dictator inspired her to pursue 
a legal career, so she could learn how to ad-
vocate for herself and others like her.

“My family escaped when I was 6-years-
old,” said Azizi, who grew up in Bay Ridge. 
“We did escape that dictatorship in Syria 
and we came here for freedom. I am grate-
ful for Judge Dear because he gave me the 
opportunity to be here. He boosted my con-
fi dence in my capabilities by accepting me 
for who I am.”

The key to Dear and Azizi’s success as a 
team is their ability to present themselves 
in “an approachable, kind, professional 
way,” according to the judge’s Senior Court 
Clerk Suzanne Marsh, who said she has 
worked with him for three years, and forged 
her own friendship with Azizi in that time.

“They came in as working people with-
out any pre-judgement and that’s, I think, a 
big part of going forward as a team,” Marsh 
said. “That’s the way a courtroom runs — no 
pre-judgement.”

Dear and Azizi hope that by bringing the 
mutual admiration and respect they have 
for one another into the courtroom, they 
will inspire even more diversity within the 
local legal community, the clerk said.

“I think we need more diversity in the 
court system, because we need to recog-
nize that everyone who walks into the 
courtroom deserves to be recognized and 
heard,” Azizi said. 

WORKING TOGETHER: Judge Noach Dear and law clerk Deema Azizi inside Dear’s chambers at the 
Kings County Supreme Court. Photo by Maya Harrison

This duo rules!
Supreme Court’s Orthodox judge and 

Muslim law clerk lead by example
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Former District Attorney Charles 
Hynes passed away at a hospice-
care center in Florida on Jan. 29, 
his son Sean Hynes told this news-
paper. He was 83-years-old.

His specifi c cause of death has 
not been determined, but Hynes 
suffered from Lukemia and other 
health problems that forced him 
to undergo heart surgery in re-
cent years, according to his son, 
who said the former top prosecu-
tor died while away on vacation, 
surrounded by his loving family.

“On Tuesday night we lost our 
hero,” Sean Hynes said.

Hynes served as the borough’s 
top prosecutor for 24 years, tak-
ing offi ce in 1990 and retaining 
the seat until 2014, after late Dis-
trict Attorney Ken Thompson de-
feated him in the 2013 Democratic 
primary, and again in that year’s 
general election — the fi rst time in 
nearly 60 years that voters ousted 
a reigning district attorney.

Family and friends laid Hynes 
to rest following his Feb. 2  funeral 
in Queens, where the Fire De-
partment’s Ceremonial Unit and 
Emerald Society Pipe and Drum 
Band kicked off the service with 
a tribute to the late leader, who 
also served as Fire Commissioner 
from 1980 to 1982.

The Flatbush-raised legal ea-
gle — who began his career at the 
do-good Legal Aid Society, before 
joining the Brooklyn district at-
torney’s offi ce in 1969 — leaves 
behind a legacy defi ned largely 
by his focus on domestic-abuse 
crimes, and his reputation as a 
champion for battered women, ac-
cording to a former spokesman.

“This was the driving force of 
his life,” said Jerry Schmetterer, 
who served as Hynes’s commu-
nications director for 12 years. 
“This is what he cared about the 
most.” 

Hynes, who often spoke pub-
licly about the abuse his mother 
suffered at the hands of his father, 
created a special unit to prosecute 
domestic-abuse cases almost im-
mediately after taking offi ce — a 
novel move at the time, but has 
since become a standard practice 
for district attorneys’ offi ces na-
tionwide, Schmetterer said.

“It was just about the fi rst thing 
he did when he became DA, and 
that’s copied everywhere now,” he 
said.

And in 2005, Hynes opened the 

Downtown-based Family Justice 
Center with former Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg, which offers 
counseling, child-care, and other 
services to thousands of domes-
tic-abuse survivors each year. 
The city went on to dedicate the 
facility to Hynes’s mother, whom 
the late top prosecutor credited as 
the inspiration for his urge to pro-
tect women.

“I am particularly grateful 
that the mayor has agreed to ded-
icate the Center in memory of my 
mother, Regina Drew,” Hynes said 
back when the space opened.

Hynes enacted other lasting 
progressive reforms, too, includ-
ing the Drug Treatment Alter-
native-to-Prison Program he in-
stituted in 1990, which sentences 
defendants guilty of some felony 
drug charges to treatment instead 
of imprisonment, and remains a 
staple of Kings County’s justice 
system, according to a fellow Dem-
ocrat.

“His many innovations pro-
vide a template for DAs and future 
DAs throughout the country,” said 
Brooklyn Democratic Party boss 
Frank Seddio.

But his legacy is complicated by 
a long list of controversies, includ-
ing  allegations  that he wielded his 
authority to target political rivals 
and shield allies from prosecution, 

and a series of ethics scandals that 
dogged him well after he left the 
district attorney’s offi ce.

Hynes revealed himself as a 
ruthless political operator when 
he prosecuted rival attorney John 
O’Hara not once, not twice, but 
three times for voter fraud, which 
a jury convicted O’Hara of in 2000, 
making the lawyer the fi rst New 
Yorker found guilty of the crime 
since legendary 19th-century suf-
fragette Susan B. Anthony.

A judge sentenced O’Hara to 
1,500 hours of community service, 
$20,000 in fi nes, and barred him 
from practicing law for nearly a 
decade, until he was reinstated to 
the bar in 2008.

The following year, a state ju-
dicial committee released a re-
port calling Hynes’s prosecution 
of O’Hara baseless and politically 
motivated, and in 2017, a convic-
tion-review unit Thompson estab-

lished after Hynes left offi ce  exon-
erated O’Hara .

And in 2014, the city’s Depart-
ment of Investigation released 
a  report  alleging Hynes, in ex-
change for political work on his 
2013 reelection campaign, paid 
a media consultant more than 
$219,000 using money seized from 
criminal suspects, prompting a 
federal investigation into the mat-
ter. But the Feds in 2016 declined 
to prosecute Hynes, citing a lack 
of evidence.

The former top prosecutor, 
however, did ultimately cop to 
some illegal campaign-related ac-
tivities, including using his mu-
nicipal e-mail account for cam-
paign communications, leading 
watchdogs on the city’s Confl ict of 
Interest Board to slap him with a 
$40,000 fi ne last year —  the larg-
est the panel ever issued for such 
violations .

SAYING GOODBYE: (Right) Patricia 
Hynes entered the funeral service 
for her late husband, former District 
Attorney Charles Hynes (above), who 
also served as a city Fire Commission-
er, and died on Jan. 29 at 83-years-old.
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about a fowl com-
mute!

Straphangers on some 
Q trains took unexpected 
express trips between 
Prospect Park and Kings 
Highway stations on Feb. 
4, after the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Au-
thority diverted the sub-
ways so its workers could 
pluck a wayward goose 
from the tracks.

The feathered obstruc-
tion waddled onto the Co-
ney Island–bound Q tracks 
near Parkside Avenue 
around 1:40 pm, where it 
lingered for more than an 
hour, causing delays and 
forcing trains to skip local 
stops, a spokesman for the 
state-run Authority said.

Cops nabbed the hap-
less bird more than an 
hour later, around 3 pm, 
after transit workers cut 
power to the tracks amid 
their rescue operation, ac-
cording to the spokesman. 

And regular Q-train 
service resumed soon af-
ter, the rep said.

Police Department reps 
did not immediately re-
turn messages seeking 
comment about the bird’s 
physical state following 
the ordeal, or its ultimate 
fate.

But if the goose plays 
its cards right, it could 
wind up on the bucolic 
grounds of an upstate 
animal sanctuary in the 
company of two goats 
that animal-loving co-
median  Jon Stewart  de-
livered to the refuge last 
year, after officials re-
covered the cloven-footed 
commuters from N-train 
tracks near the Hamil-
ton Parkway station in 
Dyker Heights.

‘We lost our hero’
Goose on 
the loose!

Family and colleagues remember late DA Charles Hynes
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Where culture
is king

1027 FLATBUSH AVENUE
BROOKLYN NY 11226

TICKETS FROM
KINGSTHEATRE.COM

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Offi cials at a federal Sun-
set Park prison violated 
the constitutional rights of 
more than 1,600 incarcer-
ated men by forcing the in-
mates to endure freezing 
temperatures, and barring 
them from speaking with 
their lawyers, during a 
week-long power outage, ac-
cording to a new lawsuit.

Attorneys with the Fed-
eral Defenders of New York 
— an independent group 
 that defends vulnerable 
people accused of federal 
crimes  — on Feb. 4 fi led the 
suit against Feds with the 
Bureau of Prisons, which 
operates the Metropolitan 
Detention Center, and its 
warden, Herman Quay.

The suit claims condi-
tions inside the prison are 
“inhumane,” and alleges 
that Quay and other brass 
at the 29th Street jail be-
tween Second and Third 
avenues did not move fast 
enough to restore heat 
and power after a Jan. 27 
electrical fi re that caused 
“wide-ranging power out-
ages” resulting in “little 
to no heating” inside the 
building during some of 
the borough’s coldest days 
on record, when tempera-
tures plunged to below 10 
degrees Farenheit.

“There is a humanitar-
ian crisis taking place at 
the main federal detention 
facility in this district,” the 
lawsuit  reads . “They have 
been slow to acknowledge 
the problem and have not 
taken suffi cient steps to ob-
tain temporary supplies of 
electricity or heat, or to re-
pair the damage.”

Following the fi re, 
prison offi cials also can-
celled legal and social vis-
its until Feb. 4 without 
adequate explanations, ac-
cording to the suit, which 
claims that Quay said the 
heat had “never been im-
pacted” hours before the 
Federal Defenders’s attor-
ney-in-chief visited the 
facility and found the in-
mates “wearing only short-
sleeved shirts and light 
cotton pants” while prison 

staffers sported “multiple 
layers and scarves around 
their heads.”

Inmates also had no ac-
cess to medical care, clean 
clothing, or hot food dur-
ing the week-long outage, 
according to the suit and 
local pols who visited the 
facility amid the incident, 
including Councilman Ju-
maane Williams (D–Flat-
bush) and Rep. Jerrold Na-
dler (D–Red Hook).

The Federal Defenders 
fi led its lawsuit in the wake 
of several protests at the 
prison after the New York 
Times fi rst  reported  on the 
conditions inside it on Feb. 
1.

Protesters, who in-
cluded several local pols, 
communicated with in-
mates via signs and chants 
during the Feb. 2 and 3 ral-
lies, and some attendees 
tried to force their way into 
the jail, only to be fended 
off by corrections offi cers 
shooting pepper spray, 
the Times  reported .

Prisons Bureau offi cials 
are now investigating the 
pepper-spray reports, ac-
cording to an agency rep, 
who confi rmed power was 
restored at the prison on 
Feb. 3, and claimed its heat 
“was operational despite 
the electrical outage.”

But the rep did not re-
spond to repeated inquiries 
about the bureau’s defi ni-
tion of “operational,” only 
saying its leaders are con-
ducting a “complete and 
thorough review of the 
situation in coordination 
with the Department of 
Justice.”

The Federal Defenders’s 
suit against the Feds came 
on the same day the Met-
ropolitan Detention Cen-
ter received a bomb threat 
from an unknown source 
just before 10:30 am, the 
Prisons Bureau rep con-
fi rmed, suspending the fa-
cility’s normal operations 
until around 2 pm, with 
legal and social visits to 
the prison resuming about 
three hours after that, the 
rep said. 

A small group of protest-
ers continued their demon-
strations outside the prison 
after it received the bomb 
threat, banging on pots to 
convey their support for in-
mates, and hanging signs 
declaring “heat now” and 
“MDC is criminal” on a 
wall opposite the facility.

And the men inside 
the prison communicated 
their misery to the crowds 
outside it all weekend long 
by banging on their cell 

Inmate intervention

NO JUSTICE, NO HEAT: Protesters showed solidarity with inmates 
at the Metropolitan Detention Center after its incarcerated men al-
legedly spent a week without electricity and heat inside the prison.
 Photo by Trey Pentecost

Feds in charge of Sunset Park prison sued 
for ‘inhumane’ conditions during outage 

Continued on page 13
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Pilo Arts, the award-
winning hair salon and 
spa, is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary!

The Bay Ridge institu-
tion thrives, having sur-
vived five recessions, the 
aftermath of 9-11, the im-
pact of Hurricanes Irene 
and Sandy, and every-
thing else that has hap-
pened over the last four 
decades.  

In 1999, Pilo Arts was 
granted admission into 
Intercoiffure, the world’s 
elite organization for sa-
lons. No other salon in 
Brooklyn can make that 
claim. It was recognized 
as one of the top 200 U.S. 
salons by Salon Today, and 
has expanded into the tri-
state area, a feat that only 
a handful of salons and 
spas have accomplished. 
In addition, it has been 
ranked as one of the Top 
5 Color Salons in the State 
of New York for years — 

and there are over 16,000 
of salons in New York. 

The long list of profes-
sional accolades Pilo Arts 
has earned can go on and 
on — but this recognition 
only tells part of Pilo Arts’ 
story.

The shop is a wonderful 
Bay Ridge neighbor — it is 
the recipient of 69 commu-
nity-based awards, and its 
philanthropic efforts have 
assisted the fund-raising 
efforts of countless chari-
ties and organizations. In 

fact, Pilo Arts says it never 
refuses any request that 
comes from a charity or a 
civic organization. They 
contribute to them all.

Pilo Arts’ CEO, Jude 
LaBarca, says he believes 
“servant leadership” best 

describes the culture of 
the business, and quotes 
Robert Greenleaf, who 
coined the phrase in 1970. 

“He believed great lead-
ers act as servants and 
make the needs of others 
— including employees, 
customers, and commu-
nity — their first priority,” 
LaBarca says. 

This is certainly true of 
Pilo Arts. For more than a 
decade, it has carved out 
time to train and educate 
every one of its employees. 
Some of this education in-
cludes offering advanced 
avant-garde color educa-
tion, by experts in the 
field, to all of its stylists 
each month, right on the 
premises. The knowledge 
the employees gain con-
tributes to their personal 
success. This, in turn, is 
instrumental to the suc-
cess of the business.  

The shop’s founders, 
Elena Solitario and Paul 
Pastore, have been out-

standing members of Inter-
coiffure since 1999. Color 
director Don Orlando is a 
member of the exclusive 
American Board of Certi-
fied Hair Colorists. The 
shop uses only color prod-
ucts of the highest caliber. 

But Pilo Arts is never 
content to rest on its repu-
tation. Each year it strives 
to improve, and to dem-
onstrate its appreciation 
to its customers, its staff, 
and the community. 

What’s in store for the 
future? LaBarca says, “My 
next goal is to celebrate 
our 50th anniversary with 
the opening of a second lo-
cation in Staten Island.”

Pilo Arts Salon and Spa 
[8412 Third Ave. between 
84th and 85th streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 748–7411, 
www.piloarts.com]. Open 
Wednesdays and Thurs-
days, 10 am–8 pm; Fridays, 
9 am–8 pm; Saturdays 8:30 
am–6 pm; and Sundays, 9 
am–4 pm.  

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Pilo Arts Salon improving year after year

Rubenstein & Rynecki
attorneys at law

16 Court Street • brooklyn, NY 11241

1-718-522-1020

visit us on the web at
www.rubensteinandrynecki.com

INJURED
AUTO • PREMISES • POLICE BRUTALITY 

MEDICAL  MALPRACTICE

CALL US FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT - PRIOR RESULTS DO NOT GUARANTEE A SIMILAR OUTCOME

NEW LAW!!
WE ARE ACCEPTING CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE CASES
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inch tank of a bug, graced 
with charmingly cartoon-
ish proportions.

“I feel like these guys 
are just adorable and they 
seem sort of bumbling,” 
Tainton said. 

Unlike some beetles, it 
is easy to tell which way a 
rhinoceros beetle’s head is 
facing, thanks to its name-
sake horn, Tainton said. 

“It gives them a greater 
sense that we can tell 
where their face is,” she 
said. 

Once everyone has 
selected an insect, Tain-
ton will give her budding 
beetlers a rundown on 
how to pin and pose the 
bugs. Students will also 
receive a shadowbox, and 
can choose from Tainton’s 
selection of bug-sized doo-
dads and bric-a-brac. Then 
it is up to the students to 
wrack their imaginations 
and craft a scene for their 
insectoid actor, who could 
be cooking in a bug-sized 
kitchen, drinking in a bug-
sized bar, or reading a bug-
sized newspaper while sit-
ting on a bug-sized toilet 
— all actual scenes cre-

ated in previous classes.
Tainton encourages 

would-be beetle wran-
glers to bring their own 
dollhouse props if they 
want something specifi c 
for their six-legged star.

The upcoming class, 
just a few days before 
Valentine’s Day, can be a 
unique night out for the 
right pair, said the rhino 
beetle wrangler. 

“Valentine’s Day class 
has typically been a great 
couples night,” she said. 
“It’s something they’ve 
defi nitely never done to-
gether, and they seem to 
love it as a date event.”

Tainton earned her ex-
pertise preserving bugs 
for the Museum of Natu-
ral History, where she la-
bored for 12 years as the 
institution’s senior in-
sect preparator, drying 
out a myriad of six-legged 
creepy crawlers for the 
museum’s world-class 
collection. 

Make a bug diorama 
at Quimby’s Bookstore 
[536 Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 889–5569, 
www.quimbsynyc.com]. 
Feb. 10 at 5 pm. $65.

DUNG BEETLE: A beetle reads the paper while seated on a tiny 
toilet, in a diorama created by Tainton, who will teach a class on 
her craft on Feb. 10 in Williamsburg.  Daisy Tainton

Continued from page 1 

INSECTS

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
She is the original nasty 
woman.

The mythical man-eater 
Medusa and a host of other 
female fi gures from antiq-
uity will snake center stage 
in an all-women dance 
performance starting this 
weekend in Crown Heights. 
“Medusa Volution,” open-
ing Feb. 8 at happylucky no. 
1, will examine portrayals 
of the Greek mythological 
fi gure over time, and how 
they have evolved along-
side changing stereotypes 
of women, according to the 
show’s writer and director. 

“We’re examining ‘What 
is the male gaze? What are 
those stories? Who was Me-
dusa?’ ” said Sophie Amieva, 
who also portrays Medusa 
in the show.

According to the Roman 
poet Ovid, Medusa was once 
a human woman, but while 
worshipping in temple of 
Athena, she was ravished 
by the sea god Poseidon. 
As punishment for defi ling 
the temple, Athena cursed 
Medusa with hair made of 
snakes and a hideous visage 
that turns anyone that looks 
upon her to stone. 

Amieva said that she 
will not don slithering 
tresses for the part, in-
stead focusing on the dou-
ble standard and unjust 
treatment that Medusa 
faced. 

“Whether there’s con-
sent or no consent, she gets 
punished. There’s no way 
out, really,” she said. 

The performance will 
begin with a montage of 
clips from female-led hor-
ror fi lms — including 
“The Ring” — in order to 
establish the traditional 

portrayal of Medusa, said 
Amieva. 

The Prospect Heights 
performer will then take 
the stage, using the Japa-
nese dance form Butoh to 
portray Medusa while she 
is on trial for her alleged 
crime.

In the show’s second 
part, six women wearing 
blank name tags will rep-
resent classic female ar-

chetypes — including the 
mother, the virgin, and the 
whore — and tell stories 
about their struggles. The 
roles are meant to embody 
the stereotypes that all 
women face, said Amieva, 
but their tales — some of 
which invoke female fi g-
ures from mythology — 
put the women themselves 
in control of their stories. 

“This is a chorus of 

women who could be any-
one,” she said. “These sto-
ries are ways to say, ‘I can 
own my own body; I’m not 
angry all the time.’ ” 

“Medusa Volution” at 
happylucky no. 1 (734 Nos-
trand Ave. between Pros-
pect and Park places in 
Crown Heights, www.hap-
pyluckyno1.com). Feb. 8–24; 
Thu–Sat at 8 pm; Sun at 5 
pm. $20.

MYTHICAL MAN-EATER: Director and writer Sophie Amieva will portray the Greek monster Medusa in 
“Medusa Volution,” opening Feb. 8 at happylucky no. 1 in Crown Heights. Warren Archer

New ‘Medusa’ show examines female stereotypes

It’s Myth-ogny!

 Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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The Ideal Venue For Any Occasion 
 Wedding Receptions
 Engagement Parties and Bridal Showers
 Banquets and Private Parties
 Sweet Sixteens and Quinceaneras
 Bar Mitzvahs and Bat Mitzvahs
 Proms and School Dances
 Baby Showers and Christenings
 Communions and Confi rmations
 Religious, Spiritual Gatherings
 Completely Private Affairs
 Corporate Affairs, Tradeshows, Business Meetings
 Conventions, Group Trainings
 Group Meetings, Conferences, Seminars

Welcome to The Paradise Catering Hall 
For over 30 years, the Paradise Catering Hall has been hosting Brooklyn’s weddings, it’s sweet sixteens, it’s proms, and has been the backdrop

for thousands of peoples most fondest memories of get togethers past and future occasions yet to come. For generations the Paradise Catering Hall 
has been a neighborhood landmark and is known for it’s scenic atrium and for being one of the largest ballrooms in all of Brooklyn.

Visitors routinely remark on the enormous elegant chandelier in the banquet room which overlooks nearly the entire fl oor.

Paradise just keeps getting 
better and better, 

and choosing the venue 
for your special occasions 

gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the 

Paradise Catering Hall - 
a premiere 

Brooklyn Banquet Hall.

Paradise Catering Hall
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223  |  (718) 372-4352  |  theparadisecateringhall.com

Celebrating your special moments here means having the total attention and expertise of the staff focused exclusively on your affair. 
But more than this, now is a wondrous time to discover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. After a stunning re-modeling 

of their grand ballroom, management recently spared no expense when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby 
as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless elegance.

The catering offi ce is open
Tuesday through Sunday 1-9 p.m. 

Note that the facilities are also available during 
the weekdays for all types of social meetings 

and functions.
For the further convenience of your guests, 

Paradise can also provide free valet parking.
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**LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE.**
To RSVP, please contact The Bay Ridge Center  

718-748-0650 ext. 102 

PRESENTED BY: 

VALENTINE’S DAY

FILM SCREENING  followed by DISCUSSION

A SPECIAL MOVIE EVENT

A film documentary that follows 30 
seniors in their search to find love. 

Come join us and watch this unique 
story unfold that proves “It’s never too 
late to date”

14 
FEBRUARY

FREE 
ENTRY AND DESSERT

11:00AM- 2:00PM 
IL- Centro

8711 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11214

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY COLIN MIXSON
A local LGBTQ center is accepting 
applications for a paid-internship 
program this spring, offered exclu-
sively to young adults within that 
community.

The Brooklyn Community 
Pride Center’s internship train-
ing and placement program is tai-
lor-made to help aspiring young 
LGBTQ professionals overcome 
unique challenges they face in 
kick-starting careers, an executive 
at the Bedford-Stuyvesant–based 
Center said.

Nearly a dozen formerly home-
less, LGBTQ youths — who were 
all forced to live on the street be-
cause of their sexual orientation 
— received opportunities through 
the so-called Pride Path program 
since it  launched last year  with 
funds from a city-based trust, ac-
cording to the do-gooder. 

“There are many barriers to 

entering the workforce for queer 
young adults, including poverty 
and homeless,” said Floyd Ru-
mohr, the local Pride Center’s chief 
executive offi cer. “When your ba-
sic needs aren’t being fulfi lled, it’s 
very diffi cult to compete for and 
sustain a job.”

Center leaders are currently 
looking to recruit 20 eager bea-
vers between 18- and 24-years-
old for the program’s upcoming 
semester, which kicks off with 
two weeks of job-training classes 
on Feb. 18. Following their train-
ing, participants will begin eight-
week internships at one of 15 par-
ticipating companies, according 
to the Center’s Programs Director 
Jako Borren.

The budding professionals 
will earn $15-per hour during the 
training program and internships, 
which offer experience in fi elds in-
cluding retail, media, arts and en-

tertainment, health, and real es-
tate. And college degrees are not 
required to apply, Rumohr previ-
ously told this newspaper.

The program also covers par-

ticipants’ commuting expenses 
and, after it concludes, Center lead-
ers will help the future leaders of 
tomorrow land real jobs, Borren 
said.

Would-be interns can apply for 
the Pride Path program by visit-
ing the Brooklyn Community Pride 
Center’s website at  www.lgbtbrook-
lyn.org/pride-path .

PROUD OF HIS WORKERS: Brooklyn Community Pride Center head Floyd Rumohr is recruiting a new batch of aspiring 
young LGBTQ professionals for the organization’s spring job-training and internship program.  File photo by Zoe Freilich

You’re hired!
Pride Center seeking young 
LGBTQ adults for internships
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Enjoy Great Meals at Affordable Prices!

Lunch Mon-Thurs..............$10.59..........$5.59.........$6.99
Lunch Fri-Sat.....................$11.59..........$5.99.........$7.39
Dinner Mon-Thurs.............$15.99..........$8.59.........$9.99
Dinner Fri-Saturday..........$16.99..........$9.59........ $10.99
Sunday (All Day Dinner)....$16.99..........$9.59........ $10.99
Beverages $1.99

 Adults                 Kids 3-6            Kids 7-10

Buffet to Go Available for Takeout Priced by the Pound

FOR THE LATEST UPDATE ON OUR GRAND OPENING!

(Next to Aldi & Rite Aid - Additional Parking Above ALDI Supermarket)

CHINESE

AMERICAN

JAPANESE

CUISINE
OVER 300 FRESH ITEMS DAILY
HIBACHI & SUSHI INCLUDED

$5 OFF
Any order of $60 or more

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Not valid on Holidays. Expires 02/28/19.

$3 OFF
Any order of $30 or more

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Not valid on Holidays. Expires 02/28/19.

$250 OFF
Each adult dinner buffet

LIMIT 8 PEOPLE
with a purchase of a drink (each person)

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Not valid on Holidays. Expires 02/28/19.

$150 OFF
Each adult lunch buffet

LIMIT 8 PEOPLE
with a purchase of a drink (each person)

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Not valid on Holidays. Expires 02/28/19.

FOR THE

$
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A new law passed by the 
New York State Legislature 
which Governor Cuomo sup-
ports, “The Child Victims Act,” 
will allow victims of childhood 
sexual abuse to recover dam-
ages in a court of law. The bill 
extends the civil statute of limi-
tations to allow civil actions to 
be brought until a victim’s 55th 
birthday for child sexual abuse 
which occurred before age 18. A 
one year window has been cre-
ated for adult survivors to com-
mence civil actions for damages 
which under current law are 
barred because of the statute of 
limitations.  This one year win-
dow will begin six months after 
the law takes effect so victims 
up until their 55th birthday can 
bring civil lawsuits against in-
dividuals or public and private 
institutions from churches to 
public school districts for child 
sexual abuse that they may have 
suffered many decades ago. The 
Legislature also removes the 
current Notice of Claim require-
ments for public entities in cas-
es involving child sexual abuse 
so a Notice of Intention to make 
claim against municipalities 
within 90 days is not required 
in order to bring a lawsuit.

Sexual abuse against a child 

is a shameful unforgivable act.  
It is a traumatizing experience 
that can take a lifetime to come 
to terms with.  While this new 
law cannot erase what happened 
to victims, it will give victims 
an opportunity to recover dam-
ages in a Court of Law for what 
happened to them.

While the one year window 
to bring a legal action will not 
begin until 6 months after the 
law takes effect victims should 
consult an attorney as soon as 
possible to begin the painful 
and arduous task of their gath-
ering medical records and other 
evidence of their victimization.

30 meeting of the newspa-
per club, watching as two 
cub reporters wrote up 
in-depth coverage of the 
third-grade history pre-
sentations, for which kids 
dressed up as prominent 
fi gures such as Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Walt Disney, 
and Marie Curie, accord-
ing to one of the little 
newshounds.

“It’s when the third 
graders dressed up as his-
torical fi gures and made 
gigantic posters about 
them and told me about 
them — I have three en-
tire pages full of quotes,” 
said fourth-grader Eli.

Her partner-in-print, 
8-year-old Jacob, said he got 
his start in the publishing 
business at age 5 by writ-
ing short autobiographi-
cal newspapers, which he 
would then deliver to his 
loyal readers on a regular 
weekly deadline.

“I’d tell my friends 
about a new newspaper I’m 
writing, then they’d wait 
and I’d hand them a news-
paper on Fridays about my 
life and they really like it,” 
the third-grader said.

Two other youngsters 
spent the session putting 
together an article on the 
school’s spelling bee last 
November. One of the re-
porters went through the 
piece checking for the fi ve 
“Ws” — the keys to any 
good news story, he said.

“We’re looking at the 
who, what, where, when, 
and why of the story,” said 

Sagie.
The fourth-grader 

fl ipped through his notes 
while his teammate Frida 
typed up the piece. Frida 
cited her love of putting 
stories together and news-
rooms’ fast paces as two 
reasons why she hopes to 
become a full-fl edged jour-
nalist in the future.

“I hope to become 
something of a writer in 
the future, maybe work 
for a newspaper,” she said. 
“I like writing because in 
writing I can take my emo-
tions on it and do what-
ever I want with it. I also 
like the action.”

Ojalvo starts the club 
each year by giving the 
students a choice of sto-
ries to cover at its inaugu-
ral meeting, but the kids 
are also free to pitch ideas, 
she said. For example, one 

fi fth-grader pitched his 
own story on the school’s 
new Spanish Club.

“When we fi rst started 
I asked Ms. Ojalvo if I 
could do an article on 
the Spanish Club, which 
started this year, because I 
wanted everybody to know 
that we have a new club in 
the school,” said Michael, 
a one-year veteran of the 
Newspaper Club.

Chronicling the life 
and times of their fellow 
students gives the future 
Woodward and Bernsteins 
something to look forward 
to each week, according to 
the teacher, who said their 
excitement motivates her 
to keep the club going.

“I love seeing how ex-
cited they feel about being 
in it. To us it seems like a 
small thing, but to them it’s 
such a big deal,” she said.

ing team took home gold, 
said Donefer.

“Last year we received 
an awful lot of interest, 
which continued into this 
year perhaps because we 
had so many [classes sell 
out],” he said. “And it did 
not hurt that the American 
team won gold for the fi rst 
time ever.”

During his 90-minute in-
troductory classes, Donefer 
teaches students every-
thing they need to know to 
play the game, including 
how to “deliver the stone,” 
and the strategy and tech-
nique behind sweeping — 

using brooms to determine 
how far the 42-pound chunk 
of granite will travel. But 
the course is just the begin-
ning, said the instructor.

“This is one of those 
sports where the better you 
get, the more there is to 
learn,” he said.

First-timers just need to 
dress warmly and wear rub-
ber-soled shoes — the $65 
fee provides all the equip-
ment curlers will need for a 
game, along with a free beer 
at the end for those over 21, 
said Donefer. 

Those who complete 
the class — or who already 
know how to curl — can 
register for $25 pick-up 
games on Sundays and 
Wednesdays at the club’s 

website. Would-be curling 
kings must be at least 15 
years old to hop on the ice, 
but people of all skill levels 
are welcome to join, said 
Donefer.

“We’re very welcom-
ing to beginners, and if 
you’re not of Olympic cali-
ber you’ll fi t in just fi ne,” 
he said. “We have all ages, 
from right out of college to 
over 70.”

Take a curling class at 
LeFrak Center at Lake-
side (171 E. Drive in Pros-
pect Park, enter on Ocean 
Avenue between Parkside 
Avenue and Lincoln Road, 
www.brooklyncurling.org). 
Sundays at 5:45 pm and 7:15 
pm; Wednesdays at 8 pm. 
$65.

Continued from page 1 

CURLING

Continued from page 1 

NEWSPAPER

NEWSFLASH: Third-graders Rhys (left) and Matthew type up their 
story. Photo by Kevin Duggan
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Saturday Night
 Valentine’s Day Celebration at

Live Performance Dinner Show by

For reservations or additional info call
718-331-2900

FREE VALET PARKING

February 9th 

DOORS OPEN 7PM
 

THE STYLISTICS
REVUE

You’re everything  |  You make me feel brand new

GARFIELD
FLEMING

FORMERLY 
OF THE DELPHONICS
“Didn’t I Blow Your Mind,” 
“LA LA Means I Love You” 

and 
more of your favorites

CATERERS

DJ Eddie D, featuring the best of 70’s & 80’s dance music, and love songs

$8500 PER PERSON INCLUDES TAX AND GRATUITY
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March 14, 2019
6:00P.M. - 9:00P.M.
Sirico’s Caterers 8023 13th Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY 11228

To Purchase Tickets: www.brooklynpapers.com/pwtickets

For information on sponsorship/exhibitor opportunities  
call 718.260-8341 or email Lpedone@Schnepsmedia.com

2019 Honorees

100% OF THE CHARITY
RAFFLE WILL BE

DONATED TO SELAH 
FREEDOM FOUNDATION

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP AWARD RECIPIENT

Elizabeth 
Melendez Fisher
Founder / CEO
Selah Foundation

DYNAMIC DUO AWARD RECIPIENTS

Michelle Lee 
Broadway Stages

Monica Holowacz
Broadway Stages

DYNAMIC DUO AWARD RECIPIENTS

Linda Bonanno 
Co-Founder
Got Checked?

Donna Cioffi  
Co-Founder
Got Checked?

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT  
AWARD RECIPIENT

Sylvia Mariamoff 
The Attitude Lady

HALL OF FAME RECIPIENTS

Karen Auster 
Founder & President
Auster Agency

Margarette Tropnas

 

Program Director
Urban Resource Institute

CO-HOSTCRISTEN AGOSTINACCHIO
Assistant Principal
I.S.228 David A. Boody

NATACHA AURELIEN
CEO
ANS Association

DR. KIM BEST, PH.D.
Sanitation Department

ANGELA BLUM-FINLAY
EVP & Chief Human Resources Officer
Dime Bank

SONIA BONILLA
Director of Community Relations
The Avondale Care Group

JESSICA BURDO
Stylist
Bohemian Rose Hair Salon

CARRIE ANNE CAVALLO
Managing Partner
Schpoont & Cavallo, LLP
President
Brooklyn Women's Bar Association

RAISA CHERNINA
Founder & Executive Director
Be Proud Foundation

CAROLINE P. COHEN
Sr. Associate Attorney
Crumiller P.C.

DANIELLE FAIRBAIRN-
BLAND, LCSW
CEO
Vision Transformation Firm, LLC

BARBARA FELKER
VP Strategic Community Partnerships
Northwell Health

HON. ALICE FISHER RUBIN

PAULA INGRAM
Partner
Ingram & Hebron Realty

CLOE’ LUV
Founder
Women with Voices

ONIDA MAYERS
Vice President
The MirRam Group

INGRID MURRAY
President / CEO
Prospect Cleaning Service Inc.

REGINA MYER
President
Downtown Brooklyn Partnership

MICHELLE NEARY
Director of Finance
The Avondale Care Group

MARGARYCEL E. NUNEZ
CEO
Sunny Skies Prospect Corp.

ELISE PETTUS
Founder
Untied

TERE PETTITT
President & CEO
Volunteers of America Greater New 
York

CAROLINE PRADO
Managing Director
Terra CRG

BRIGET REIN
City Hall Liasion
United Federation of Teachers

SUSAN SIEGEL
Founder
Brooklyn Artery

PAT SINGER
Brighton Neighborhood
Association

GAIL L. SMITH
Chief Customer Officer
MetroPlus Health Plan

MELANIE WIENER
Partner
Abrams Fensterman

ANA ZEN-OCHOA
Licensed Real Estate Sales Person 
REALTOR
Weichert Realtors

Lisa Evers
Reporter, Fox 5 News

Host, HOT 97 Street Soldiers
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IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

FT HAMILTON PKY

CHURCH  AV

CATON AV

LYNDEN BLVD
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NEW
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SHOP

LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION IS OUR CONCERN!

would be revoked from em-
ployees at the Ninth Street 
Post Offi ce, after a report by 
this newspaper exposed work-
ers’ penchant for using them 
to bogart parking in the area.

But on Jan. 29, this reporter 
saw a non-agency vehicle bear-
ing a placard parked at a me-
tered spot on Ninth Street, 
before spotting another non-
agency vehicle equipped with a 
Postal Service–issued placard 
blocking the driveway of an 
Eighth Street home between 
Fourth and Fifth Avenues, be-
hind the Ninth Street Post Of-
fi ce.

And that block of Eighth 
Street is overrun by vehicles 
using the postal placards to 
park illegally, which often 
block fi re hydrants and street 
sweepers, according to a resi-
dent.

“It’s terrible that people 
have to live like this. These 
are their homes, people should 
be able to come home and be 
at peace,” said Lorrainne Piz-
zirusso. “Nobody’s at peace on 
this block.”

But congestion isn’t the only 
issue on the block. Another resi-

dent accused the postal work-
ers of regularly using placards 
or other agency paraphernalia 
to fl out alternate-side parking 
rules, preventing the city from 
routinely cleaning the street, 
and allowing rats to nest in the 
debris that’s built up along its 
curbs as a result. 

“The whole block is really 
dirty now and disgusting,” said 
Wendy Hoey, who has lived 
on Eighth Street for 10 years, 
and claimed her garden is now 
lousy with vermin. “It’s not the 
nice block it used to be.”

The parking nightmare only 
gets worse when the postal em-
ployees clock out at the end of 
the day, because they use their 
agency trucks to hold spots un-
til they return to work the next 
morning, according to the resi-
dents.

One Eighth Streeter said 
the workers will even collabo-
rate to hijack parking, claim-
ing she recently tried to nab 
a spot after noticing a postal 
employee pull out if it, but 
that the worker blocked her 
car with his and fl agged down 
some colleagues, who quickly 
pulled their truck into the 
patch of pavement.

“They went inside and ral-
lied people to get three trucks 
and pushed me out,” said 

Maureen German.
The parking issue is so 

heated that some vandal re-
cently scrawled “No Parking 
on 8th St” in red spray paint 
across the side of a postal van 
— an act of vandalism that Piz-
zirusso said could spark even 
uglier retaliatory efforts. 

“If there’s going to be vio-
lence, I don’t want to get in-

volved in that,” she said. “I’m a 
peaceful person. I’m an old lady 
now.”

Hernandez refused to say 
if Postal Service executives 
followed through with seiz-
ing the placards when asked 
about the latest incidents, in-
stead claiming the placards 
remain in use “to facilitate 
postal business.”

FED UP: A vandal decorated this postal van on Eighth Street, apparently in 
response to illegal parking on the part of postal workers.  
 Photo by Wendy Hoey

Continued from page 1 

POSTAL
windows, and responding to questions 
about their conditions after activists 
shouted them from bullhorns, accord-
ing to a protestor.

“They were saying that it’s not safe 
in there, and that it’s war inside,” said 
Thalyha Gonzalez, who said her stepfa-
ther is serving time in the prison.

Another advocate outside the prison 
on Feb.4 said no person should be ex-
posed to the depraved conditions that 
offi cials allegedly forced the inmates to 
endure.

“Everybody looks at them as at the 
bottom, but at the end of the day, they’re 
human beings,” said Jay Heemdowdy. 
“Inhumane treatment should not be a 
form of punishment in America.”

Later that day, Sunset Park’s con-
gresswoman blasted the incident as 
a violation of the prisoners’ essential 
rights on a conference call organized 
by Councilman Carlos Menchaca (D-
Sunset Park), vowing she and her col-
leagues in Washington, DC, will de-
mand a federal investigation into the 
incident.

“It’s a blatant disregard for human 
rights,” said Rep. Nydia Velazquez (D-
Sunset Park). “The broken criminal 
justice system targets low-income peo-
ple and people of color for dispropor-
tionate punishment and unfair treat-
ment.”

PRISON
Continued from page 4
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s not a buyer’s market!

A state pol is handing out signs 
to her Crown Heights and Pros-
pect-Lefferts Gardens constitu-
ents that read “This House is Not 
for Sale,” in response to outland-
ish solicitations made by would-be 
home buyers. The wannabe hom-
eowners sometimes stake out pri-
vate properties with literal bags of 
cash hoping to convince owners to 
sell, according to the legislator.

“They come with checks al-
ready written in their name, and if 
not checks written in their name, 
they come with cash trying to buy 
their house,” said Democratic As-
semblywoman Diana Richardson.

Richardson, who printed an 
initial run of 1,000 “Not for Sale” 

signs, said she’s down to the last 
100. But she has a second run of 
the signs in the works for those 
locals still inundating her offi ce 
with complaints about unwanted 
offers to buy their homes, she 
said.

The requests often come in the 
form of letters and phone calls 
from real-estate agents and de-
velopers, many of whom typically 
take the word “no” as an invita-
tion to redouble their efforts, ac-
cording to a Rutland Road resi-
dent.

“They never take no for an an-
swer,” said Vibeke Alstad Jagne, 
who has lived on the road between 
Nostrand and Rogers avenues 
since 2013. “Some push a little, but 
if they don’t take no the fi rst time, I 

just say goodbye and hang up.”
Less scrupulous realtors will 

occasionally just show up on prop-
erty owners’ doorsteps, according 
to Richardson, who said certain 
brokers recently went so far as to 
lie in wait outside some Fenimore 
Street homes, waiting for their 
owners to emerge before jumping 
them with offers.

“Realtors are literally sitting 
in their cars day in and day out,” 
the pol said. “If they can’t get you 
by knocking, or calling, or by mail, 
they’re waiting until you come out 
of your house, and approaching 
you. It’s nuts, it’s really bad.”

Much of Crown Heights’s cur-
rent real estate is characterized by 
mixed-use and residential struc-
tures between three- and six-sto-
ries tall, but current zoning laws 
allow for up to 13-story buildings 
in large swathes of the neighbor-
hood. And the potential fi nancial 
windfall from buying and razing 
multiple homes to make way for 
even larger residential towers is 
too enticing for developers to re-
sist, according to the assembly-
woman.

The endless stream of solicita-
tions is mostly an annoyance for 
Richardson’s constituents, one of 

whom said no amount of green 
will convince him not to pass his 
Midwood Street home on to his 
next of kin.

“My son will eventually in-
herit the house,” said Robert Mar-
vin, who lives in Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens. “I don’t imagine it’s go-
ing to be for sale for many genera-
tions.”

But the prospect of coming into 
quick cash could be enough to con-
vince more vulnerable property 
owners in the area, including se-
niors and those carrying debt, to 
sell their homes at well below mar-
ket value, according to the pol.

NOT SELLING: Assemblywoman Diana Richardson is offering property-owning constituents signs that let would-be buyers 
know their homes are not for sale. Photo by Colin Mixson

They’re signs 
of the times

Pol giving ‘House Not for Sale’ signs 
to her Central Brooklyn constituents
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Peripheral Neuropathy WARNING!
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