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Disco returns to
Bensonhurst 

TWO CLOSE TO CALL
O’KEEFE, GENTILE CLAIM VICTORY IN COUNCIL RACE

By Deborah Kolben
The Brooklyn Papers

An explosion at a Staten Is-
land oil depot sent shock waves
across the city Friday morning
and a plume of thick smoke bil-
lowing across Brooklyn.

With the city already on high
terror alert, officials reacted swift-
ly, deploying emergency vehicles
to the scene as well as to other po-
tential targets. Local volunteer or-
ganizations in Bay Ridge and Ben-
sonhurst stood at the ready.

From Bay Ridge, residents re-
ported seeing the dark smoke rise
shortly after the explosion at 10:10

am when a 200-foot barge refuel-
ing at Port Mobil on the Arthur
Kill went up in flames. The blast
killed both the ship’s captain, John
Kyne, 52, of Alabama, and the
lone crew member on board, Ford
Ebanks, 24, of Florida.

The barge, owned by the
Bouchard Transportation Barge
Company, of Long Island, explod-
ed while workers were unloading
100,000 barrels of unleaded gaso-
line.

ExxonMobil employee Frank
Scandariato, 48, of New Jersey, a
depot worker on the dock, suffered
third-degree burns. He was taken
to Staten Island University Hospi-

tal where he was listed in critical
but stable condition.  

He told investigators that he
heard a grinding noise from the
barge pump just before the explo-
sion.

A police command post estab-
lished in Bay Ridge, on 92nd
Street and Fort Hamilton Parkway,
blocked traffic between Fort
Hamilton Parkway and Dahlgren
Place.

Almost 100 officers from the
68th Precinct, Brooklyn South,
and Queens South filled the short
stretch overlooking the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge.

Deputy Inspector Mathew Pon-

tillo, the commanding officer of
the 68th Precinct, said there were
enough officers to close both lev-
els of the bridge in case the fire
spread. The lower level was closed
for several hours to allow emer-
gency vehicles quick access to the
island.  

Bay Ridge volunteer groups
were ready to assist, but were not
called to action.

The volunteer ambulance serv-
ice, BRAVO, said they were “ab-
solutely ready,” if called upon. But
Walter Jehle, BRAVO’s vice presi-
dent of operations, said chances of
being called to the scene were slim

High-alert response to
Staten Island explosion

Seen from the Rainbow Room atop Rockefeller Center in Midtown Manhattan, the smoke plume from Fri-
day’s gasoline barge explosion makes its way from Staten Island over Brooklyn and beyond. Associated Press See BLAST on page 6

Bensonhurst Councilman James Oddo and Bay Ridge City Council candidate Rosemarie O’Keefe proclaim O’Keefe’s
victory Tuesday night at the Bay Ridge Manor. The Brooklyn Papers / Brad Horrigan

City Council candidate Vincent Gentile is all smiles after concluding that he won Tuesday’s special election to replace
Marty Golden as the councilman from Bay Ridge. The Brooklyn Papers / Greg Mango

By Deborah Kolben 
and Patrick Gallahue
The Brooklyn Papers

And then there were two.
In a race too close to call on election

night, 500 absentee ballot votes will de-
cide whether former state Sen. Vincent
Gentile, a Democrat, or Republican Rose-
marie O’Keefe, a former Giuliani com-
missioner, will represent Bay Ridge, Dyk-
er Heights and Bensonhurst in the City
Council for the rest of the year.

Both candidates claim to have done ex-

tensive outreach to absentee voters, who
include military personnel, the disabled
and senior citizens in the district, as well
as those wintering in warmer climes.

The unofficial tally of votes has Gentile
and O’Keefe in a dead heat, each with 30
percent of the special election vote

“Paper ballots are very important,” O’-
Keefe said Tuesday night at her campaign
headquarters cum victory party location,
the Bay Ridge Manor. “My nephew in
Chicago wrote in and people going to
Florida were very, very concerned that
they had to get their vote in for me. So I’m

very confident about the paper ballots.”
Kings County Conservative Party

Chairman Jerry Kassar boasted that the
O’Keefe campaign had specifically rallied
absentee voters, estimating about 800 per-
manent absentee voters in the district. 

While on Tuesday night both candi-
dates claimed to be ahead (O’Keefe by 40
votes and Gentile by 100) by Wednesday
morning O’Keefe’s camp ceded to a dead
heat while Gentile staff members said the
city Board of Elections had him up by
nine votes.

But by Wednesday afternoon, O’Keefe

campaign adviser Michael Allegretti re-
ported what he said were unofficial Board
of Elections figures that had O’Keefe at
2,992 votes and Gentile trailing with 2,957
votes.

Board of Elections spokeswoman Nao-
mi Bernstein would not release any num-
bers and said the official results will be
available in the next two weeks.  By law,
the absentee ballots will not be counted
until next Wednesday, March 5, she said.

About 10,000 voters turned out for
Tuesday’s nonpartisan special election to
replace Marty Golden, who left his coun-

Gay baiting tarnishes close of race
By Deborah Kolben
The Brooklyn Papers

Accusations of homopho-
bia mixed with attempts to
“out” a candidate in the final
days of the race for the Bay
Ridge City Council seat.

Campaign aides to former
state Sen. Vincent Gentile
charged that supporters of one
of his opponents, Joanne Semi-
nara, were behind a New York
Post gossip item that accused
Gentile of frequenting a trans-
vestite bar. 

At the same time, a major gay
Republican organization claim-

ed this week that it was shunned
by Rosemarie O’Keefe, the only
Republican candidate in the
race, when her campaign man-
ager reportedly told the group
their endorsement and public
support was not wanted.

In a Gentile campaign mail-
ing that targets both Seminara
and O’Keefe, there is a separate
section that asks the question,
“So why is Joanne Seminara ly-
ing about Vincent Gentile?” It
goes on to read: “If Joanne
knows one thing, it’s how to
throw mud when you’re behind
in the polls. That’s why she’s ly-
ing about Vincent Gentile.”

Gentile spokesman Scott
Gastel acknowledged that the
Seminara “lies” alleged by his
candidate’s literature referred to
the Post gossip items.

Seminara’s campaign manag-
er, Brian Honan, called the accu-
sation “totally ridiculous” and
said the Democratic district
leader and Community Board
10 member had no connection
to the Feb. 14 Page Six item that
accused Gentile — who voted
against an Albany gay rights bill
— of frequenting a gay cross-
dressing cabaret in the West Vil-
lage called Lips.

Gentile spokesman Scott

Gastel called the Post item
“ridiculous,” but said Gentile
could not recall whether he had
ever visited the nightclub.  

“He attends hundred of meet-
ings,” Gastel said.

According to a well-placed
Brooklyn political insider, the
Gentile rumor was spread by
Tom Duane — the only openly
gay, HIV-positive member of
the state Senate — because he
was angry over Gentile’s vote
against the Lesbian and Gay
Sexual Orientation Non-Dis-
crimination Act (SONDA).

Gentile was one of only three
Democrats in the state to vote

against that bill, which passed
by a vote of 34-26 in December.
Borough Park state Sen. Sey-
mour Lachman and Buffalo
state Sen. William Stachowski
were the other Democrats to
vote against it.

Gentile said he voted against
the legislation because it did not
exempt religious organizations
and because, he said, he re-
ceived many calls from con-
stituents urging him to vote
against the legislation.

Asked if his vote against the
gay rights bill sent out the mes-

cil post in late December to replace Gen-
tile in the state Senate.  

The other candidates on the ballot, all
Democrats, were 60th Assembly District
Committeewoman Joanne Seminara, who
lost in her bid for the seat for the third
consecutive time; Community Board 10
Chairman Steve Harrison; and  Communi-
ty School Board 20 Vice President Carlo
Scissura.

Seminara pulled in about 26 percent of
the vote, according to unofficial tallies,
with Harrison and Scissura getting about
7 percent — about 700 votes — each.

Danniel Maio, a Taiwanese-born map-
maker living in Queens and the only other
Republican candidate, was squeezed off
the ballot a month before the election
when the Board of Elections ruled his pe-
tition of signatures invalid for a host of
reasons including illegible signatures. He
campaigned as a write-in candidate. There
was no information at press time as to
how many votes he got.

At his campaign headquarters at the
Stars and Stripes Democratic Club, on
15th Avenue and 84th Street earlier on
election night, Gentile sequestered himself
in the back with state Sen. Seymour Lach-
man and 49th Assembly Democratic Dis-
trict Leader Joe Bova, as they awaited the
election results.

Borough President Marty Markowitz,
who also paid a quick visit, said he had
never run in an election that close. “When
I lose, I lose big,” Markowitz joked. 

Gentile knows something about that.
The three-term state senator lost his bid
for re-election to Golden, a two-term
councilman, last November. Outspent
roughly 8-to-1, with $4 million from the

Republican majority behind Golden, Gen-
tile lost that race by about 10 percent.

In this race, both Gentile and O’Keefe
reported raising just over the $150,000
maximum for the 4-to-1 matching funds
provided by the city Campaign Finance
Board.

Gentile hopped into the race for  the
council seat only a few months after los-
ing his state Senate seat to Golden.  

But other candidates questioned his in-
tentions. Seminara’s campaign literature
suggested Gentile was seeking the council
seat as a “consolation prize” for losing in
the state Senate. And speaking with The
Bay Ridge Paper Wednesday, Scissura
wondered, “Did [Gentile] really want
this? I don’t know.”

Scissura also noted the need for the De-
mocratic Party to refocus its energies. 

Despite a roster of support that includ-
ed Golden, Mayor Michael Bloomberg
and former Mayor Rudy Giuliani, ob-
servers acknowledged that the crowded
field of Democrats helped advance O’-
Keefe, who served as commissioner of the
Community Assistance Unit under Guil-
iani.

Gentile addressed his supporters from
atop the bar at Kopperfields, on Fifth Av-
enue at 89th Street, Tuesday night. With
his voice starting to go, Gentile said,
“This is almost like Florida in 2000, the
only difference is that this time the good
guys are going to win.”

Similarly, over at the Bay Ridge
Manor, O’Keefe told assembled support-
ers, “I feel just like George Bush,” also re-
ferring to the 2000 presidential election.

While no victor has been declared,
See ELECTION on page 5See BAITING on page 5



Miss New York Tiffany Walker at McKinley JHS. BP / Greg Mango
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Club kids nabbed for bash
POLICE BLOTTER

BUSINESS BAY RIDGE STYLE
“It’s About Making Connections”

Wednesday, March 26th – 6:00 until 8:00pm
Comfort Inn – 8315 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn

Buffet
Beer - Wine - Soda
$20.00 per person

Business Bay Ridge Style has been created to give the busi-
ness and professional community an opportunity to showcase
themselves and their companies in an atmosphere of relax-
ation and friendship and to make lasting business connec-
tions. A light buffet and beer, wine, and soda will be served.

CORPORATE EVENT SPONSORS:
The Bay Ridge Paper • Susan Cannone Consulting

Promotional Enterprises • American Express Financial
Fashion Jewelry by Elements of Style • Comfort Inn - Gregory

Health Matters Wellness Consultation

For further information: (718) 238-8493

Exposition &
Networking Mixer

Fort Ham salutes Michigan MPs
By Diana Dawa 
for The Brooklyn Papers

Soldiers of the 1776 Mili-
tary Police Company from the
Michigan National Guard
pulled up stakes and returned
to their home state after nearly
a year of augmenting soldiers
of the 152nd MP platoon in
their mission at Fort Hamilton
in Bay Ridge.  

A ceremony marking the
successful completion of their
mission was held at the post
Community Club on Wednes-
day, Feb 12. Members of the
unit received awards and coins
presented to them by Fort
Hamilton’s Garrison Comman-
der Col. Kewyn Williams. 

Three soldiers of the 1776
received the Army Commenda-
tion medal and 19 received the
Army Achievement Medal.

“The soldiers of the 1776
performed their mission to the
utmost of respect and profes-
sionalism,” said Col. Williams
during his remarks. He attrib-
uted their mission success to
their dedication to duty.

“These soldiers left families
behind to come and support our
great nation. These are the folks
that responded. They could’ve
said no or come up with 100 dif-
ferent excuses but instead they
said, ‘We’re gonna go serve,’
and here they are, standing
proud, mission complete. Now
they’re going home to be pos-
tured to answer the call again.”

It was also during this cere-
mony that one of the guards-
men paid special tribute to the
firemen of Battalion 42 on 18th
Avenue at 86th Street in Ben-
sonhurst.

Specialist Patrick Frank, a
medic assigned to the 1776th
received his Army Commenda-
tion Medal for the great work
he did at the Ainsworth Medical
Clinic.

Sgt. Dennis Pfotenhauer and
Specialist Richard Denham re-
ceived their Army Commenda-
tion Medals for their quick think-
ing and reaction to a fire that
broke out in one of the housing

buildings on Fort Hamilton. The
two saved a 10-year-old child
from imminent danger as well as
contained the fire.  

When Pfotenhauer received
word that he was going to de-
ploy with the Michigan Guard
to Brooklyn for almost a year,
he welcomed the opportunity.  

“It was my chance to come
down from Michigan and per-
sonally say thanks to the guys
down here for all they did during
9-11,” said the national guards-
man. Pfotenhauer presented Bat-
talion 42 Fire Chief Michael
O’Brien with a fire helmet
signed by all the members of the
Cambridge Township Fire De-
partment where Pfotenhauer
works when he’s not deployed
with the 1776 MP company.  

Battalion 42 members are
the first responders for emer-
gencies at Fort Hamilton.  

O’Brien appreciated the ges-
ture. “It is really touching to re-

ceive something like this,” he
said. “It’s really just another ex-
ample of all of the support
we’ve received first hand from
the grassroots of America.”

The 1776 MP Company,
based out of Taylor, Mich., has
been busy since 1991. That was
when they were activated and
deployed to Saudi Arabia for
Operation Desert Storm. In
1995-96, they were activated
and sent to Germany in support
of Operation Joint Endeavor.
During this deployment soldiers
from the 1776th served in three
locations, Walter Reed Medical
Center in Washington, D.C.;
Fort Meade, Md., where they
provided access control; and at
Fort Hamilton, where they pro-
vided access control as well as
law and order operations. The
Michigan Army National Guard
has approximately 8,800 mem-
bers and 119 units across the
state.  

van. The van was stopped on
92nd Street and Gelston Av-
enue, where all six riders, ages
18 to 28, were arrested. Police
noted that the crew had a
stolen cell phone on board.

Quarter beating
A man who was asked for a

quarter was beaten and
stabbed for his trouble when
he offered up the change on
Feb. 23.

While walking home from
work at 12:50 am, the victim,
24, was stopped on Bay Park-
way at 86th Street by a man
who wanted to know if he

By Deborah Kolben
The Brooklyn Papers

A thug used a steering
wheel lock in ways its manu-
facturers surely never intend-
ed on Feb. 22.

A man entered a store on
86th Street, between Fifth and
Gelston avenues, and began
arguing with the employee
just before 4 am. Another man
soon entered the store and be-
gan threatening the employee
with the device, known as the
Club.  

When the employee moved
to the back of the store to call
911, the teenaged Club thug
pitched a set of keys at the
victim’s face.

The duo fled the store and
piled into a Plymouth mini-

could spare a quarter. Four
men soon jumped on the vic-
tim, kicking, punching and
eventually stabbing him in the
ribcage. Before fleeing, the
quartet rifled through the vic-
tim’s pockets and reportedly
made off with $400.

Tumble dried
A dry cleaner got to see

how his business works from
the inside out on Feb. 22
when he was pushed into a
dryer in his shop on 20th Av-
enue at 74th Street around
9:40 pm. A thief made off
with $700 in bills, $300 in
change and a cell phone, po-
lice said.

Gassed it up
A Bay Ridge woman told

police this week that some-
body stole her credit cards and
charged $17 worth of gas at
an Amoco station on Jan. 14.

The 25-year-old was noti-
fied by Discover Financial
Services and Chase Bank, that
somebody had used personal
information to open up a
Chase card in her name.

Unwelcome
A teenager was arrested on

Feb. 17 after a woman report-
ed that he had illegally entered
her house. 

At around 7:30 pm, the
woman, 55, called on family
members downstairs to help
her remove a boy, 17, she said
she did not know.  The inci-
dent took place on 101st
Street and Jackson Court.

Teen stabbed
A teenage boy was beaten

and stabbed in an early morn-
ing run-in on the subway.

Around 9:30 am on Feb.
19, three men approached a
15-year-old boy at the 25th
Avenue stop on the W train.  

“What are you looking at?”
one of the perps asked before
pummeling the boy with his
fists and then thrusting a knife
into the right side of his torso.

A lot of cash
A 40-year-old woman told

police, through the help of a
Chinese translator, that some-
body broke into her apartment
on 13th Avenue at 67th Street
and exited through the front
door with $2,500 in cash
sometime between 2 pm and
7:20 pm on Feb. 19. 

Mrs. Joan Zaloom Rev. Teresa McPhail
Principal Minister of Education

New Hope Christian Academy
257 Bay Ridge Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11220 • (718) 921-3737

NOW REGISTERING For The 2003-2004 School Year
At New Hope Christian Academy, we are committed to seeing each child

grow academically, physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

OPEN HOUSE: WED., MARCH 12TH, 7:30 PM

• Emphasis given to Prayer, Worship and Bible Study for all students
• Students taught by caring Christian teachers
• Curriculum and lessons in Language Arts and Math prepare students for New York State Exams
• “Pathways to Excellence” Program established to assist students of all abilities achieve success
• Weekly classes in Art, Computer and Gym
• Extended Care available for children of working parents (7:30 am to 8:40 am and 3 pm to 6pm)
• Yellow School buses or Metrocards available through the Office of Pupil Transportation for students who qualify.

... a Ministry of New Hope Fellowship Church

Rev. Roger McPhail, PASTOR 718.921.HOPE

Stars & Strikes
Pro Shop

Custom Fit  Bowling Balls
All Major Brands: Bowling Balls, Bags, Accessories & Apparel

Professional Bowling Lessons Available

* FREE Rosin Bag with purchase & mention of this ad.

423 88th St. • (718) 748-SHOP•
in Mark Lanes                      748-7467

Grand

Opening!

Brooklyn Studio of Art
formerly the Art Club

Guidance & Instruction from Painting through Drawing for Adults & Children

Children’s Sessions
Ages 5-12 • Tues-Sat, 4-7pm

Teens:
animation • graphic arts • portfolio design

(Birthday Parties - Sat & Sun)

Adult Sessions
Sun-Fri Classes

Drawing & Painting
figure • portrait • still life • landscape

“Artist Guild of Brooklyn”
Membership group meets Sundays, 3-6pm

Paint with professional artists • Exhibit Work • Compete for Awards

SERIOUS ARTISTS
Studio Space Available • Instructor on Premises • Monday - Friday: 9am - 3pm

Call (718) 491-9061 – Phyllis Biondi, ART DIRECTOR, 118 Bay Ridge Ave., Bklyn, NY

Miss NY charms McKinley students
By Deborah Kolben
The Brooklyn Papers

Miss New York is not
your typical beauty queen.

Yes, her teeth sparkle and her
skin is as smooth as butter, but
don’t expect Tiffany Walker to
sit back and just look pretty.

The 23-year-old Brooklynite,
who teaches jazz, ballet, hip-
hop and tap dancing, has been
taking her youth empowerment
message on the road ever since
she was crowned Miss New
York 2003 in June.

Her latest stop: McKinley
Junior High School on Fort
Hamilton Parkway at 73rd
Street in Bay Ridge.

Students packed the
school’s auditorium on a
Thursday afternoon to listen to
Walker — who competed in
the Miss America pageant in
September — and watch her
perform her dancing craft.

“Attitude, vision and goal-
setting are everything,” Walker
told the assembly of sixth-,
seventh- and eight-graders on

Feb. 13, explaining that she
had only placed as runner-up
in the pageant the year before.
“But I went back believing in
myself and I won,” she said.

Instructing students on a
host of issues surrounding self-
worth and self-esteem, Walker
demonstrated her will by refus-
ing to speak over students. 

“I will wait,” Walker said
anytime the noise level spiked
above a hush.

Raised in East New York,
Flatbush and Canarsie, Walker,
who graduated from La-
Guardia High School and
Brooklyn College, said she is
living proof that “good things
come out of bad neighbor-
hoods.”

Many students in the audi-
torium, a few who said they
also came from those neigh-
borhoods, nodded their heads
in agreement.  

“She’s speaking the truth,”
said Marco Suriel, an eighth-
grader

“She inspired me to set out
principles and follow my vi-

sion,” chimed in Rashid
Maxwell, who said he wants
to join the Air Force. 

Walker took a break from
the microphone to change
from her jeans into a purple se-
quined dress. “Do you want to
see me dance?” she asked.

Cheers erupted, most no-
ticeably from the boys.

But when Walker began
gliding across the stage inter-
spersing slow, dramatic move-
ments with quick, jarring ones,
it became apparent that it was-
n’t quite what the pre-teen
crowd had in mind.

Giggles also abounded
when the adolescent crowd
caught a glimpse of Miss New
York’s skivvies during a few
of her more impressive twirls.

“Did I surprise you?” asked
the slightly out of breath Walk-
er at the conclusion of her
piece, which she danced to a
gospel version of “Bridge
Over Troubled Water.”

A few students confessed
they had expected hip-hop.

During the question-and-an-

swer period, one student asked
Walker what she thought about
the pop star Britney Spears,
famed for her tight abs and
skimpy sartorial style.

“You don’t have to wear
nothing to be successful,” said
Walker, who took first place in
the preliminary bathing suit
competition at the Miss Ameri-
ca pageant in September. (She
finished in the top 10 overall).

Walker’s Miss New York
post will expire in June, and
before then, she hopes to com-
plete a novel she’s been writ-
ing. As for her next plans,
Walker said she is looking to
open a youth empowerment
center in Brooklyn where teens
can learn leadership skills.

At the end of the forum,
Walker posed for photos and
received a bracelet from one
student and a graduation ring
from another. The real winner
of the day, however, was
Ibrahim Kifayeh, a seventh-
grader who asked Walker to be
his valentine.  

She accepted. 

Ridge kids
lovin’ Leo
Students from IS 30, on Ovington and Fourth avenues in
Bay Ridge, were among 500 local schoolchildren who vis-
ited the exhibition “Leonardo da Vinci, Master Drafts-
man” at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in Manhattan
on Feb. 10 as part of the Monday Student Program spon-
sored by Morgan Stanley. The students viewed the draw-
ings and sketches, many of which detail early forms of da
Vinci’s masterworks and which contain fascinating military
and scientific ideas. They also participated in drawing les-
sons to learn the techniques practiced by the 15th-centu-
ry genius. The exhibit runs through March 30.
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Sgt. Dennis Pfotenhauer of the 1776 Military Police Com-
pany presented FDNY Battalion 42 Fire Chief Michael
O’Brien with a fire helmet signed by all the members of
the Cambridge Township Fire Department in Michigan.

D
ia

na
 D

aw
a



March 3, 2003 BRG 3THE BROOKLYN PAPERS • WWW.BROOKLYNPAPERS.COM

VICTORY
MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL

699 92nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228-3625
Telephone: 718-567-1261 or 1262  

Internet: www.vmhny.org

 Vision and energy at
Victory Memorial Hospital

means expansion  
and modernization.

It was, is now and will always be.
We're growing and expanding with � a new neuro-surgery department  
� two new procedure rooms for colonoscopy and endoscopy � emergency 
room expansion � more laparoscopic weight reduction surgeries (gastric 
bypass or banding) � an active Women's Health Center, including full pre-
natal and post-natal care � full urological center, featuring lithotripsy and 
prostate cancer treatment (cryoablation 
and seed implantation). 

For the best treatment and medical care 
humanly possible, Victory Memorial Hospital 
will always be here.

F
amilies today are in search of a positive
living environment for their senior family

members. Yet, they know that the setting
of a nursing home is not always a good choice.
At Sunrise, our approach to senior living is
different—and better.

Sunrise is an unmatched living environment
that is beautiful beyond compare. It’s residents

chatting with friends in the bistro with Sinatra
playing on the jukebox. It’s joining a group
outing or relaxing by a bright sunny window.
It’s a warm, caring atmosphere that promises
new friendships.

Call or visit a community located near you
today. See how we can help you and a senior in
your life. Ask about our short-term program.

A Home-Like Alternative
for Seniors at Sunrise

The Sunrise approach to senior living fosters a social and comfortable environment.

Mill Basin / 718-444-2600
5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234

Sheepshead Bay / 718-616-1850
2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235

Visit our website at www.sunrise-al.com

from 9pm to closing
(cannot be combined with any other offer)

(holidays excluded)

Monday Madness
$1     .00 Per Hour

(Up to six people per lane)

maple lanes
1570 60th Street • Bklyn, NY 11219

718-331-9000

Gil Hodges Lanes
6161 Strickland Ave. • Bklyn, NY 11234

718-763-3333

www.maplelanes.ebowlingcenter.net

GREAT PARKING!

“The Best of NY”
– Daily News

Home of Funzi’s Pub • Karaoke – Fri. Nights
Cosmic Bowling – Sat. Nights • Fund Raisers

Corporate Parties • Leagues Forming

RENT A LANE

Neighbors irate over 73rd St. trash heaps
By Deborah Kolben
The Brooklyn Papers

Barbara Reich and her
family were delighted
when they moved into
their house on 73rd Street
between Colonial Road
and Ridge Boulevard.

After moving in four years
ago, Reich and her husband got
to work adding a greenhouse
extension and fixing up the
garden in the rear. Attracted to
the neighborhood by its good
schools and library, Reich said
the trees and recessed parking
garage are what sold her on the
two-story, redbrick house.

So when she woke up one
morning to a mountain of
garbage across the street, or
what more precisely looked
like a mountain range, Reich
said she was shocked.

“I wasn’t close to facing a
home where somebody might
leave their garbage all over.
And now it’s like my worst
nightmare has happened,” said
Reich, who along with her
neighbors is battling against a
new, 40-foot garbage Dump-
ster recently constructed across
the street from her home by

Flagg Court, a six-building
housing complex with 495
apartments that takes up the
full square block.

The problem began in No-
vember when neighbors no-
ticed a shed going up, which
they now scornfully call, “the
thing.”  

“I assumed naively that they
were going to use it at collec-
tion time,” said Reich.

And while the shed itself
will win no architectural
awards, what is most irksome
to residents of that block of
73rd Street is the garbage
piled outside the shed on the
sidewalk come collection time.

Flagg Court — which be-
cause of its size has prompted
some neighbors to peg the com-
plex a “city within a city” —
previously stored the garbage in
its basement. But now all that
garbage is stored in the bin and
spills over onto the street.

Tommy Weber, the manager
of Flagg Court, wondered
whether the neighbors would
be happier if there was no shed
at all. “We could take it away
and leave the garbage ex-
posed,” he told The Bay Ridge
Paper.

There is little room to com-
promise, said Weber, who
added that Flagg Court would
not relocate the shed, which
cost $9,000 to build.

“Move if you don’t like it,”
Weber said.

Alex Ng, an assistant vice
president at Citibank who lives
across the street, is furious.

He has been living in his
house on 73rd Street for al-
most 10 years. Its value was
recently reassessed at $420,000.
“But now if you give me $10,
I will give it to you,” said Ng,
who has been actively organiz-
ing his neighbors to join him
in his crusade against the
garbage and the shed.

He has also been trying to
recruit elected officials, albeit
unsuccessfully. “All the politi-
cians showed up for the Chi-
nese New Year, but they won’t
return my e-mails,” said Ng,
who passed fliers to both state
Sen. Marty Golden and his
predecessor, Vincent Gentile, a
City Council candidate, at the
Sunset Park New Year’s cele-
bration on Feb. 9.  

He has not heard from ei-
ther one.

“I need a permit to plant

flowers near the sidewalk,”
added Ng, asking why the
building complex did not need
one for their garbage shed.

The answer is, they do.
Department of Buildings

spokesman Sid Delay said the
complex would have to secure
a permit through his agency
since the “thing” has a roof
and is therefore considered a
structure.

The Buildings Department,
however, has no such permit
on file for Flagg Court.

But there are other prob-
lems.

Ng pointed out to the Fire
Department that the garbage
has spread its wings so far it
often engulfs the fire hydrant
at the curb.

The next day the building
painted the hydrant yellow.
But when neighbors pointed
out to the building manager
that he needed permission
from the Fire Department, he
said he would paint it back.

And then there are the box-
es. A photograph taken in De-
cember shows hundreds of
boxes piled along the side-
walk. According to Depart-
ment of Sanitation guidelines,

those boxes must be flattened
and tied in a bundle.

Neighbors also complain
that the building puts its
garbage out hours before the
legal time.  

Reich, who works at home,
said building superintendents
put the trash out as early as
noon on the day before the
Tuesday and Friday collection
times.

The Department of Health
told Ng they would jump into
the game once rodents entered

the picture. That prospect was
entirely too much for Reich,
who said she was frightened of
what might happen once the
ice melts away and the rats
come out to play.

Community Board 10 has
also jumped into the fray. Dis-
trict Manager Denise Virga
made a visit to the garbage

heap last week and has con-
tacted several city agencies as
well as state Sen. Marty Gold-
en.

Both Ng and Reich said
they hoped the issue could be
resolved peacefully. A Build-
ings Department inspector in-
vestigated the heap and issued
a summons on Jan. 29 because

the building did not have a
permit.

According to Weber, that
paperwork is being processed
and should be ready shortly.

“Even if what they did in
the end is perfectly legal, it
doesn’t make it right,” said
Reich. “And it certainly does-
n’t make it neighborly.”

Flagg Court trash piled up on 73rd Street between Colonial Road and Ridge Boulevard in December.

Pols: Forget about bridge tolls
By Patrick Gallahue
The Brooklyn Papers

There has been a lot of
debate over the notion of
tolling the East River
bridges since Mayor
Michael Bloomberg first
proposed the idea in last
year’s preliminary budget.
On Feb. 20, elected offi-
cials gathered on the
Brooklyn Bridge to tell the
mayor to forget it. 

“If you believe this is a
good idea, then I have a bridge
to sell you,” said Borough
Park Councilman Simcha
Felder.

Borough President Marty
Markowitz assembled Brook-
lyn city and state legislators to
stand firm in their resolution
against bridge tolls. 

“We now impose on our
streets on Sundays parking

fees … we’re imposing an in-
crease in taxes on everything
in New York and now this is
being suggested,” Markowitz
said. “You know what hap-
pens when people get fed up
with life being more challeng-
ing? They leave.”

Standing beside Markowitz
were Assembly members Jim
Brennan, of Park Slope; Roger
Green, of Fort Greene; Peter
Abbate, of Bensonhurst; Adele
Cohen, of Bay Ridge; Joe
Lentol, of Williamsburg; An-
nette Robinson, of Bedford-
Stuyvesant; as well as Felder
and Councilman David
Weprin of Queens. 

“I represent Brighton
Beach, Coney Island and Bay
Ridge,” Cohen said. “That’s
the end of the line. There are
four subways that end in
Coney Island and one that
ends in Bay Ridge and when

they don’t run, as they didn’t
this weekend [during the bliz-
zard], we are prisoners.”

Downtown Councilman
David Yassky has so far re-
mained undecided on bridge
tolls, stating that the mayor’s
proposal has been too vague.

“I’m not saying, ‘Under  no
circumstances, no how, no
way,’” he said. “I want to see a
specific proposal. I want to see
some real independent analysis
of the impact on traffic and the
impact on air pollution. And
then I’d want to understand
what the mayor would propose
the money for.”

Neither the city Department
of Transportation (DOT) nor
the Bloomberg administration
has given any indication how
the tolls would work, but sup-
porters have argued for booth-
less transponder tolls that
could photograph license

plates or EZ-Pass identifica-
tion, they say, without slowing
down traffic. Similar systems
are used in such foreign cities
as Toronto, Hong Kong and
Seoul. 

To that argument, Marko-
witz countered, “You can
imagine the tens of millions of
dollars they’re going to have
to spend just to collect the rev-
enue from people who don’t
pay on time. Just think of the
additional bureaucracy we’re
proposing.”

The toll plan is back in
Bloomberg’s latest budget
proposal, suggesting it could
raise as much as $200 million
for the city in the next fiscal
year. 

Weprin, however, who is
chairman of the council’s Fi-
nance Committee said, “It will
have to work out some sort of
fee splitting arrangement simi-

lar to what is done with the
other tolls, the MTA, etc. So
it’s really a foolish proposal in
that its not going to change the
revenues, it’s not going to
solve the problems,” he said.

“We are taking a very close
look at this issue,” said DOT
spokeswoman Lisi de Bour-
bon. “But it’s too soon to say
exactly how revenue would be
dispersed or even what shape
the entity that would collect
the tolls would take.” 

The Assembly members
said the proposal could not be
passed by the city alone. “We
have to enact enabling legisla-
tion in order for the tolls to be
passed,” said Lentol.

State Senate Majority Leader
Joe Bruno said recently that
while he would not support re-
instituting a commuter tax, he
would support a New York City
bridge toll plan.
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PROSTATE PROBLEMS?
Have a weak urine flow?

Often feel a sudden urge to urinate?
Have difficulty starting urination?

If you answered YES to any of these questions you may benefit from the TherMatrx
microwave thermotherapy treatment now being offered by Dr. Francis E. Florio, M.D.
This treatment for enlarged prostate is done in the physician’s office and does not involve
surgery. Call us now for a preliminary screening.

(718) 238-1818Dr. Francis E. Florio
355 Ovington Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  11209

www.thermatrx.com
www.floriomd.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY

Compassionate therapy
for lasting change.

Our psychologists will help you with
self-esteem, stage of life, body
image, relationship problems and
more. Free consult, moderate fees,
insurance reimbursable. Day, evening
and weekend hours in pleasant, Park
Slope offices.

Women Psychotherapists of Brooklyn

(718) 398-2015 W33  

FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY
individuals/couples/children
specializing in the reduction of stress,

relationship crisis & school problems for
persons of all lifestyles.

DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W.
Doctor of Social Work

718-783-8247 Parking • Ins. Reimb.
R27-03  

Why Weight?
Are you turning to food for emo-
tional comfort, to cope with anxiety
and depression, to manage stress?
Supportive compulsive eating
groups for women and teens.

Cheryl Pearlman, CSW
Psychotherapist

Specializing in eating disorders

(718) 636-3099
Individual therapy available

R32

R42

Mind-Body Health Issues
JOANNE HEITH

MA fitness CSW
Psychotherapist

Anxiety • Depression
Chronic Illness / Pain
Major Life Changes

718-707-1588 R12

THERAPY
FOR WOMEN

. . . Suffering from anxiety, grief,
depression, relationship issues.
Work with a skilled, spiritually ori-
ented Jungian therapist to help
create a new life.

Reasonable Fees

(718) 638-0718
R13

Exclusively for Treatment
of Varicose Veins of All Sizes.

Spiders and Facial Spiders. Leg Ulcers.
17 years experience

National clientele
263 7th Avenue (718) 499-7755
Suite 5E http://www.majlessi@cureveins.com

BeforeBefore AfterAfter

Brooklyn Vein-Laser Center

Affordable

MASSAGE
THERAPY

for WOMEN (LICENSED)
––– ALL TYPES INCLUDING PREGNANCY –––

Pamela R. Fredriksen, LMT
Boro Park • (347) 204-1768

Koufax severs ties with
Dodgers after gay story
By Lynn Elber
Associated Press

The New York Post
wasted no time apologizing
and retracting a gossip item
that prompted Sandy
Koufax to end his 48-year
relationship with the Los
Angeles Dodgers, but whe-
ther that would be enough
to bring the Hall of Fame
pitcher back into the fold
wasn’t immediately clear.

Koufax, baseball’s most
dominant pitcher in the 1960s
and for many years after that a
Dodgers pitching instructor,
severed all ties with the team
after the Post printed a gossip
item insinuating he was gay. 

The Post and the Dodgers
are both owned by Ruppert
Murdoch’s News Corp., and
while Koufax told the
Dodgers he had no ill will for
the team, he felt it would be
foolish for him to promote
any property owned by News
Corp. The company, which
bought the Dodgers in 1997,

New York Methodist Hospital 

Taking the best from
western and eastern med-
ical traditions, New York
Methodist Hospital has
established the Center for
Complementary Med-
icine. The new Center
offers acupuncture, chiro-
practic care, massage ther-
apy and reiki therapy.

Practicitioners at the Center
work in tandem with patients’
physicians to provide compre-
hensive care. “As time goes
on, Western and Eastern med-
ical traditions will come to
rely on each other more and
more,” noted John S. Caskey,
MD, board certified physician
specializing in internal medi-
cine and medical acupuncture
at the Center for Complemen-
tary Medicine.

Although acupuncture has
been used for more than 2,000
years, the ancient Chinese
treatment modality is new to
many westerners.

“Acupuncture works on
many different levels in assist-
ing the body to heal itself.

“It relieves pain by improv-
ing the function of the nervous
system, it enhances the im-
mune system, it balances hor-
mones, and it is effective in
reducing inflammation. I use
acupuncture to treat a wide
variety of conditions, from the
common cold, to hemor-

rhoids, to irritable bowel syn-
drome and insomnia,” said Dr.
Caskey.

Chiropractic care is the
nonoperative treatment of
neck and back pain and neuro-
muscular conditions of the
spine. “A gentle force applied
by the hands to various points
of the spine is very effective in
increasing mobility and allevi-
ating pain,” said Todd Aord-
kian, DC, chiropractor at the
Center. 

Chiropractic is used to treat
many conditions, from mi-
graines and periodic headaches
to back and neck pain and cer-
tain neuromuscular conditions.

Heather Edwards, DC, chi-
ropractor at the Center, ex-
plained how spinal manipula-
tion works. 

“The spine houses the nerv-
ous system. When the spine is
misaligned it puts tension in
the nervous system, which
malfunctions. We correct the
spinal alignment, relieving
pressure from the nerves and
the spinal cord, thus enabling
the body to function proper-
ly,” she said.

Massage therapy, or soft
tissue manipulation, may be
effective in the alleviation of
pain and discomfort, the im-
provement of circulation and
the treatment of a range of
motion limitations. 

Among the conditions
treated with massage therapy
are osteoporosis, arthritis, cer-
tain post-operative conditions,
severe acne, several chronic
conditions, insomnia and pain.

Reiki, which means “ener-
gy” in Japanese, is used to ac-
tivate the body’s natural heal-
ing energy through touch. 

“The reiki practitioner ap-
plies energy by touching cer-
tain points of the body such as
the eyes, throat, head, heart
area, upper stomach, lung area
and the lower back,” said
Connie Tabbitas, reiki practi-
tioner at the Center.

Reiki is used to treat stress
as well as the pain associated
with illness and injury. 

The Center for Comple-
mentary Medicine is currently
housed within the Spine and
Arthritis Center at New York
Methodist Hospital. 

For information, call (718)
246-8700.

is trying to sell the club. 
The Post, meanwhile, issued

a statement Friday saying it had
learned its gossip item was erro-
neous and apologizing. 

Koufax didn’t immediately
respond to the statement. Der-
rick Hall, a Dodgers senior vice
president and friend of Koufax,
who first told the team of the

pitcher’s position, said he could-
n’t reach Koufax on Friday. 

A short item published in
the Post in December said a

‘Relay’ at local colleges
By Deborah Kolben
The Brooklyn Papers

It’s not often that New Yorkers get
the chance to unroll their sleeping
bags and fall asleep beneath the stars.

But at the American Cancer Society’s
Relay for Life, they get to do just that.

Every June for the past 18 years, thou-
sands nationwide have joined the all-night
event where teams of people taking turns
walking or running around a track, grill
hot dogs, play games, honor cancer sur-
vivors, support cancer research and raise
funds for the organization.  

The event has spread to 3,300 commu-
nities in the United States and eight other
countries.

Brooklyn joined five years ago with its
first site event at Poly Prep Country Day
School, on Seventh Avenue at 92nd Street
in Bay Ridge. The number of participants

has grown over the years and last year 450
people raised almost $89,000 at Poly Prep
alone. 

Because of its success, another site was
added last year at Wingate Park in East
Flatbush. That site attracted 200 people
who raised $36,000.

Mary Pride, a 10-year cancer survivor
said her family thought she was crazy
when she told them she was going to
spend the night in the park last year. “But
it was wonderful,” Pride told a small
crowd of people who gathered at Long Is-
land University’s Downtown Brooklyn
campus to learn more about participating
in and volunteering for Relay for Life.

Because of the event’s success, Long Is-
land University was added as the newest
Relay for Life site in Brooklyn, making it
the third in Brooklyn and 11th citywide.
The Wingate Park site should be moving to
Brooklyn College this year, organizers said. 

Danielle Rouchon, director of special
events for the Eastern Division of the
American Cancer Society, said one of the
most moving aspects of Relay for Life is
the Luminaria Ceremony, where candles
are lit to represent the “lives affected by
cancer, and hope for the future.”

The first lap around the track is done by
cancer survivors.

An estimated 86,000 people in New
York State and 1.3 million nationwide will
develop cancer in 2003, according to
American Cancer Society statistics.

Brooklyn’s Relay for Life events will
be held at Poly Prep June 7-8, at Long Is-
land University on DeKalb Avenue at
Flatbush Avenue, June 21-22 and at
Brooklyn College on Bedford Avenue at
Campus Road, June 28-29. 

For more information or to register for
the event, contact the American Cancer
Society at (800) ACS-2345.

Council’s not wasting time
To the editor:

This is in response to a re-
cent article in relation to the
New York City Council spend-
ing too much time focusing on
issues that can’t be legislated
within the locality [“Stop
Wasting Time,” Feb. 3]. 

In my humblest opinion,
the new City Council has ad-
dressed issues with [more]
courage, vigor and effective-
ness than the previous council. 

Having served as a director
of legislative affairs for two
City Council members (one
from the previous council, the
other in the freshman council),
I have had the honor of work-
ing on some of the legislative
actions that you speak of. In
this argument, there is some-
thing to be said about this new
council: there are things that
we see everyday, and things
that we don’t see, or don’t
care to address.  

Yes, the council has ad-
dressed various social and po-
litical issues that, as a munici-
pality, they cannot legislate,
such as moratorium of the
death penalty, reform of the
Rockefeller Drug Laws, kick-
ing the PLO offices out of
New York City, and opposi-
tion to the Pickering nomina-
tion. But, in fact, this council
has also addressed key legisla-
tive matters that affect all New
Yorkers with the same aggres-
sive nature.  

What the New York Post
and Daily News don’t tell you
is that this council has passed
more local laws and OK’d
more land-use items in one
year than their predecessors
did in the last two legislative
sessions (and, the majority
aren’t street name changes). 

This council stood against
strong opposition from the
banking community to pass
the toughest set of anti-preda-
tory lending laws in the coun-
try. This council (under the
leadership of Yvette Clarke)
stood up to Mayor Bloomberg
and stopped the closing of
eight firehouses and deep cuts
to the FDNY post-9-11, and,
under the leadership of Mike
McMahon, saved the city’s re-
cycling program.   

We’ve also, passed aggres-
sive living wage laws, created
economic development oppor-
tunities citywide, forced the
city to get tough on lead-based
paint poisoning, and have
passed laws that extend do-
mestic partnership status to in-
dividuals who have entered
into similar relationships in
other jurisdictions and will au-
tomatically receive formal le-
gal recognition of their rights. 

I’m sure many New York-
ers would agree that this
freshman council has sur-
passed many expectations and
have been successful in their
work. I am proud to work
with these members, who
have brought a great new
sense of energy and creativity
to the job. I do ask that we
seek out all of the great ac-
complishments that this body
has done ... and, not solely
rely on the media to inform us
of their spin of our accom-
plishments.
— Tara L. Martin, chairwoman,

New York State Young
Democrats Caucus of Color

Show and tell
To the editor:

Chancellor Joel Klein’s
bold move to exercise his
power to fire principals ap-
pears to be causing jitters on
those that could be affected. 

Some of these principals
are trying to jockey for posi-
tion to show how good they
are. A case in point is The Pa-
per’s article [“9-11 leads to
Bensonhurst Saturday school,
Feb. 17].

The article features Princi-
pal Kathy LeDonni of PS 247
showing how resourceful and
innovative she is. The article
even features a picture of
LeDonni with a group of chil-
dren. Very impressive indeed!
This is the second time that
[she] has been featured in
your paper.

I commend your paper for
presenting the pros and cons n
the case of [Community
School District 20] Superin-
tendent Vincent Grippo, who
is being sued by at least 24
teachers for discrimination.
Grippo’s supposedly “superb”
performance in running Dis-
trict 20 did not cut with May-
or Bloomberg nor with Chan-
cellor Klein. As you know,
Superintendent Grippo is now
history.

To set the record straight,
LeDonni and Grippo are re-
spondents in the suit filed with
the EEOC [the federal Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission]. Of the total
number of teachers suing the
Department of Education for
discrimination, four are from
PS 247 in Bensonhurst. In
their suit against the Depart-
ment of Education these four
teachers specifically cited both
Grippo and LeDonni as re-
spondents. I find it significant

that of all the schools in Dis-
trict 20, only PS 247 has the
most number of teachers suing
the principal. I also find it co-
incidental that the spin of
LeDonni’s performance as
principal comes at a time
when the decision on the suit
filed with the EEOC is expect-
ed to come at any time soon. I
have no doubt that responsible

people in the Education De-
partment are aware of this.

I am curious to see how the
spin on LeDonni’s perform-
ance as principal will cut with
the decision-makers in the Ed-
ucation Department. I should
hope to see more articles in
your paper on LeDonni when
the EEOC decision comes out.
— Antonio Millares, Bay Ridge

‘Complementary’
medicine at NYM

Are you caught between these two health
problems? Then you may qualify for Look AHEAD,
a National Institutes of Health research project
studying the long-term benefits of weight loss in
people with type 2 diabetes.

Physical exams, medical tests, and educational
programs are provided at no cost to volunteers
who qualify.

For more information, call

St. Luke’s-Roosevelt
(212) 523-8037

D iabetes?

Overweight?

Lutheran Medical Center  

As New Yorkers struggle
through the coldest winter
in years, the home has
become a warm and cozy
refuge. Yet more injuries
and deaths occur in the
home from December to
March than during any
other season.

Lutheran Medical  Center
and Brooklyn Safe Kids
Coalition have teamed up to
warn parents about these hid-
den winter dangers.

“Whether in the kitchen,
bedroom or bathroom, fami-
lies face many risks inside the
house this time of year,” said
Ida Brown-Outlaw, MPA,
trauma coordinator at Luther-
an Medical Center, the lead or-
ganization for the Brooklyn
Safe Kids Coalition. “By prac-
ticing a few basic safety steps
nearly all household injuries
are preventable.”

To help prevent injuries in
the home, Lutheran Medical
Center and the Brooklyn Safe
Kids Coalition issued their top
10 tips for household safety:

During cold spells families
may seek additional sources of
heat. Keep matches, lighters
and other heat sources out of
reach of children. Playing with
these materials is the leading
cause of fire deaths for children
under the age of 6. Make sure
furniture, clothing and papers
are a safe distance from
heaters, radiators or fireplaces

Do not plug multiple appli-
ances like  into the same electri-
cal socket. Replace old or
frayed electrical wires and ap-
pliance cords. Cover unused
electrical outlets with safety de-
vices.

Prevention is the best way
to fight fires. Install smoke

alarms on every level of the
home and in every bedroom.
Test the alarms monthly and
replace batteries  at least once
a year. A working smoke alarm
cuts the chances of child death
in half.

Teach children fire safety
including “stop, drop and
roll,” crawling low under
smoke covering mouths and
noses and recognizing signs of
fire before opening doors.

Plan and practice two es-
cape routes out of the house
and each room. Designate an
outside meeting place so all
family members  can be ac-
counted for quickly.

Install carbon monoxide de-
tectors. The risks of carbon
monoxide are greater in the
winter months when windows
are always closed. A silent killer
carbon monoxide can cause
neurological damage or death,
and infants, children and un-
born babies are especially at
risk.

Children are in the house far
more often in cold weather and
they are always curious. Be sure
to store knives and sharp uten-
sils out of children’s reach. Place
hot foods and liquids away from
the edges of counters and tables
and turn pot handles toward the
back of he stove. 

Cook safely. Never leave
cooking food unattended as
this is the top cause of house
fires. Keep a fire extinguisher
close to the kitchen. Most im-
portantly never hold a child
while cooking.

Never leave a young child
unattended in the bathroom or
kitchen.

Store medicines, vitamins
and cleaning products  out of
children’s reach. Keep the Na-
tional Poison Control Center
hotline number (800) 222-1222.

Tips for a
safe home

Letters

See KOUFAX on page 5
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B”H

A Message From Rabbi Aaron Raskin
Spiritual Leader, Congregation

B’nai Avraham of Brooklyn Heights
When Justice Department officials alerted the nation to a heightened state of possible

terrorist threats against the United States, Jewish communities in America and worldwide
were told that they were being specifically targeted.

Terrorism has created fear for Americans and for Jewish communities in Israel and
throughout the world. In order to comfort and allay those fears we must act NOW. Our
actions will be written in the chapters of history, not by our words, but by our deeds…

In addition to our belief in the Almighty, sages throughout history have noted that the
world is sustained by the following three fundamental pillars:

1) Charity

2) Prayer

3) Torah study the writings of the prophets and sages

A dozen years ago during the crisis in the Persian Gulf, the Lubavitcher Rebbe sought to
repel the forces of evil by utilizing the above 3 pillars. Furthermore, with help from the
Almighty and our belief in the coming of our righteous Moshiach, we must work together
to ensure that goodness will win over evil and that light will eclipse darkness. Just as the
forces of goodness in the world prevailed then, so too will they prevail now.

G-D Bless America
This is a project of Chabad of Brooklyn Heights, Congregation B’nai Avraham and JELA,

117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights
For further information please call, our hotline: (718) 596-4840 Ext.11

In addition to the 3 pillars above and adhering to the directions of our coura-
geous and heroic law enforcement agencies, we recommend the following in
order to gain comfort in this turbulent time:

• Reciting psalms and holy texts
• Support victims of terror in America, Israel and throughout the world
• Visit the sick
• Help feed the homeless
• Increase in acts of goodness and kindness
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Seminara misses for 3rd time
By Patrick Gallahue
The Brooklyn Papers

For Joanne Seminara,
optimism gave way to
hope, which then subsided
into disappointment a little
over an hour after the polls
closed Tuesday night. 

About 15 minutes after 10
pm, Seminara entered her
election party at Lento’s, on
Third Avenue at Ovington Av-
enue, to make her third con-
cession speech in the past six
years to supporters. 

“Maybe God has other
plans for me,” Seminara said.
“But as I said when I started,
I’m lucky in love, friendship,
dedication and sincerity.

“Our motto was ‘no one
will work harder,’” Seminara
said. “And no one did work
harder than us.”

Seminara’s speech gave no
indication that she would seek
the Bay Ridge-Dyker Heights-

Bensonhurst City Council seat
for a fourth consecutive run in
November. 

“This was not to be,” she
said in her speech. “It’s for an-
other day, another person per-
haps.” 

But Seminara could run
again in November, when the
seat comes up for re-election,
and the 60th Assembly District
— in which she is the Democ-
ratic state committeewoman —
will be up for election in 2004.
That seat is now held by Re-
publican Matthew Mirones of
Staten Island.

On Wednesday, Seminara
said simply, “I’m not thinking
about any of that right now.”

Asked whether the Democ-
rats in this race did themselves
in by splitting the vote, Semi-
nara said on Wednesday, “It’s
certainly possible. All I can
say is that this is the only seat
I’ve ever run for. It’s unfortu-
nate there wasn’t unity but I

don’t know if anyone chose to
bring it together either. I cer-
tainly never gave any indica-
tion that I would not run. I
was very up front about that.”

“There’s no what-ifs,” she

added. “There’s nothing I can
say I would have done differ-
ently. I’m really proud of what
we did … I don’t know why
things turned out the way they
did.”

Even among those who did
not support her, such as her
male counterpart in the state
committee, Ralph Perfetto,
there was sentiment that Sem-
inara came into the race with
the strongest team of all the
candidates and the most im-
pressive show of support com-
pared to her two previous
races. 

Out of the four Democrats,
she had the most money,
strong labor support and a ver-
itable army of volunteers. De-
spite that, the variable nature
of a special election had virtu-
ally everybody shrugging un-
til the end.

“There is no way to judge
who will win,” said Bay

Gentile headed to City Hall Wednesday morn-
ing, accompanied by Queens Councilman
David Weprin, chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee, who confidently said he was going to
show Gentile around.

“This is the battle, but the war comes in
November,” Weprin said at Kopperfields the
night before, after his suit sleeve took an acci-
dental dip into the victory cake, which fea-
tured a picture of City Hall. The war of note
was the council election in November, he
said. 

The winner of this special election is pre-
sented with the opportunity to potentially hold
the seat for 11 years, three years longer than
the two-term limit.

Due to redistricting, which takes place
every 10 years, all council members will be
forced to run for their seats again in Novem-
ber. The 2003 victor would serve another two-
year term ending in 2005. So the winner of
this election will be eligible to run in the 2005
as well as the 2009 election, which could add
up to an 11-year term.

A Gentile staff member groaned when
Park Slope Councilman Bill DeBlasio made
a short-lived appearance at Kopperfields. 

“What did he ever do for us?” the staff
member asked, and said that DeBlasio’s visit
was merely an attempt to drum up support for
his bid to be speaker of the council when cur-
rent Speaker Gifford Miller is term-limited
out.

Despite O’Keefe’s roster of Republican and
local Conservative Party support, observers
acknowledged that the crowded field of De-
mocrats helped her advance. 

“Clearly she benefited from having a wide-
ly split [vote],” said political consultant Bob
Liff. “It appears either Seminara or Gentile
would have defeated her one on one.”

“Even if Rosemarie O’Keefe wins you
look at it as a Democratic landslide,” Harrison
said on Wednesday. 

As the race progressed, Harrison and Scis-
sura became the long shots, even splitting
each other’s political club, the American Her-
itage Political Organization. In a race where
the first and third places were separate by only
about 500 votes, the Democrats arguably cut

each other’s cake a little too thin. 
Ralph Perfetto, the male 60th Assembly

District leader and a member of the American
Heritage club, said on Wednesday, “Who do
you eliminate? Joanne probably had more ef-
fort than all of the campaigns combined, by
who came into the campaign. Joanne raised
the greatest amount of money, at least in my
opinion, had the largest amount of volunteers,
and contrary to what was stated by her cam-
paign she did have Democratic organization
endorsements.”

Perfetto — who still holds a grudge against
Gentile and Seminara for going against the
will of the club in their past endorsements —
supported Scissura until the end and defended
the decision. 

“[Gentile and Seminara] have to under-
stand you are part of an organization and you
show loyalty to that,” he said.

Perfetto was infuriated that Seminara went
contrary to the club in 2001 to endorse then-
Council Speaker Peter Vallone over former
Public Advocate Mark Green. Gentile then
angered the club in 2002 by supporting Semi-
nara for female district leader instead of Phyl-
lis O’Neil, Perfetto’s wife. 

To questions about whether one of the
weaker Democratic candidates should have
dropped out, Liff suggested that would set a
dangerous precedent in which “pollsters deter-
mine the election.” 

Instead he pointed to the race as a shining
example of why Democrats oppose non-parti-
san elections, which Bloomberg suggested for
New York City last year. Instead of clearing
the field with a primary, the Democrats all
dipped into a dovetailing electorate. 

Harrison in particular, who holds many
views more conservative than O’Keefe, most
notable his staunch anti-abortion stance, theo-
rized that he was likely the one Democrat
who took in votes from both parties. He said
the race may have only been a dress rehearsal
for November, anyway, when it will be back
up for grabs. In that election, however, there
would be a normal primary process for each
party and an incumbent in place.

Nevertheless, Harrison said, “I would
imagine everybody in the race would look to-
wards November.” 

“Hall of Fame baseball hero”
had cooperated on a biogra-
phy after the book’s author
agreed to keep the player’s
homosexuality a secret. 

Neither the player nor au-
thor were named, but Jane
Leavy’s book “Sandy Koufax:
A Lefty’s Legacy” had been
published three months be-
fore. 

Two weeks later, another
newspaper linked Koufax to
the Post item and ran a photo
of him, something the Post
noted in its apology. 

“We apologize to both Ko-
ufax and Leavy for getting it
wrong,” the Post said. 

Leavy called the gossip
item “thoroughly erroneous
on all counts.” 

“It was thoroughly without
basis in so far as it had to do

with Sandy or any relationship
I had with him professionally.
It’s not the kind of journalism
I practice,” she told the Los
Angeles Times. 

Koufax told the team he
would no longer attend spring
training at Dodgertown in
Vero Beach, Fla., visit Dodger
Stadium or participate in any
activities while the team is
owned by News Corp. 

Hall and others said Koufax,
who often works as a spring
training pitching instructor,
would be greatly missed. 

“He is a great friend of the
organization and is one of the
most, if not the most, treas-
ured parts of our storied
past,’” Hall said. 

The hard-throwing left-han-
der, who retired at age 30 after
winning 27 games during the
1966 season, pitched four no-
hitters during a 12-year major

league career with the
Dodgers in both Los Angeles
and Brooklyn. He led the Na-
tional League for lowest
earned run average from 1962
to 1966 and won the Cy
Young Award in 1963, ’65
and ’66, years in which he
also led the National League
in wins. 

“It would be nice to have
him here, but I respect his de-
cision. Everyone here has re-
spect for him as a player and
as a person,” said outfielder
Shawn Green, who called Ko-
ufax “a legend of the game.” 

Maury Wills, Dodgers coach
and a teammate of Koufax on
the Dodgers’ 1963 and 1965
World Series championship
teams, called the former player
“a tremendous friend and
tremendous teammate.” 

“Notice I didn’t say former
teammate because he’s still a
teammate for life,” Wills said.
“Of all my teammates, he’s
one of the few I’ve had con-
stant contact with.” 

KOUFAX…
Continued from page 4

ELECTION...
Continued from page 1

Joanne Seminara concedes Tuesday night. BP / Tom Callan

Ridge-Coney Island Assem-
blywoman Adele Cohen, who
endorsed Seminara before the
votes were counted. “Nobody
polls in a local race, there is
no top of the ticket, so you
can’t say the top of the ticket
is coming down, there are no
parties, so you can’t say peo-
ple voted the party line. 

“The prevailing wisdom is
that whoever runs the best pull
operation wins,” Cohen ad-
ded. “And this operation was
the best I’ve ever laid eyes
on.”

Their operation, however,
had to compete with three oth-
er Democrats, former state
Sen. Vincent Gentile, CB10
Chairman Stephen Harrison
and School Board 20 Vice
President Carlo Scissura.

Seminara, 46, a lawyer by
trade and member of Commu-
nity Board 10, was raised in a
politically active family. 

Her father, Joe Seminara, a
Bay Ridge lawyer, made sev-
eral runs for office including
City Council in 1964, district
leader shortly after and Con-
gress in 1978. 

She was only 9-years-old
during his race for council.
“Even then she took an inter-
est in the election,” said Joe
Seminara on Tuesday night.
“She went to elementary
school with the button on. She
had a passion for being in-
volved.”

Election Day was Joe Sem-
inara’s 73rd birthday. 

Asked the day after the
election which of the two can-
didates, Gentile or O’Keefe,
she would now be pulling for,
Seminara said, “No com-
ment.”

sage that Bay Ridge and Ben-
sonhurst residents were not
tolerant of the gay community,
Gentile told The Bay Ridge Pa-
per in December, “The people
who expressed themselves to
me were advocating their beliefs
of a more traditional nature.”

A few days after the vote,
Page Six ran an item that all
but identified Gentile as a
“lame-duck state senator —
who was spotted in a gay bar”
in Albany and who “voted
against the gay rights bill.” 

Gentile called the report
“hogwash” and told The Paper
he “would not dignify with a
response” the question of
whether or not he was gay.

Duane spokeswoman Jack-
ie Brot said she was shocked
anybody would accuse Duane
of being the source of the Feb.
14 Post item.  

“Tom has long considered
Mr. Gentile a friend and ally
and while he was disheartened
by his decision not to vote for
SONDA, and as a result opted
not to support him in his pur-
suit for City Council, he
would never commit such a
blatant and inappropriate of-
fense.”

Former Gentile campaign
manager Tom Shanahan, who
represented three transsexuals

in a lawsuit last year that al-
leged they were verbally
abused and physically threat-
ened by employees at a Toys
‘R’ Us in Bath Beach, told
The Post he dined with Gen-
tile at Lips.

Shanahan also represented
two transsexuals who filed
suit against a Manhattan
nightclub, Twilo, claiming that
they were fired and replaced
with women in 2001.

Shanahan and Duane have
worked together in the past
and Shanahan recently sought
the Manhattan senator’s help
in a lawsuit against the Metro-
politan Transportation Author-
ity seeking that the agency ex-
tend the same rights to
same-sex domestic partners as
to married partners.

The Post gossip piece also
claimed that Gentile opposes a
law that would require any
company contracting with the
city to extend health insurance
to same-sex domestic part-
ners.

Gastel said that Gentile
had neither reviewed nor pub-
licly commented on the legis-
lation.

The gay and lesbian com-
munity threw its weight be-
hind Seminara in the special
election to replace Republican
Marty Golden, who last No-
vember ended Gentile’s three-

term tenure. The Brooklyn-
based Lambda Independent
Democrats and the Gay City
News have both endorsed
Seminara.

As for the accusations that
Duane was behind the rumors,
Gastel said, “If anyone is try-
ing to do this … shame on
them.” 

Meanwhile, O’Keefe cam-
paign manager Michael Alle-
gretti denied snubbing the Log
Cabin Republicans, a national
gay political organization
founded in 1978, and said,
less than a week before the
election, that O’Keefe was
still looking for time to sched-
ule a meeting with the group. 

Jeff Cook, executive direc-
tor of the New York State
chapter of the Log Cabin Re-
publicans, said the group had
been seeking for more than a
month to lend O’Keefe their
endorsement as well as cam-
paign volunteers. Cook said
the group would instead en-
dorse no one.

“It’s unbelievable that a
City Council candidate in
New York City would not
meet with a gay organization,”
said Cook.  

Calling the move either
“politically stupid or blatantly
homophobic,” Cook said that
the people of Brooklyn would
not be well served with O’-
Keefe in the council.

BAITING…
Continued from page 1

CONTEMPLACONTEMPLATINGTING
A JOB CHANGE?A JOB CHANGE?

Professional Coaching
for Successful

Career Transitions

• Job Search Strategies
• Career Planning
• Resumes & Cover Letters
• Interview Preparation

Career Transition Resources (CTR)
26 Court Street - Brooklyn Heights

(718) 624-3192 - Hours by appointment only

Debra Laks, M.S.S.A., Director



By Deborah Kolben
The Brooklyn Papers

Police are closely wat-
ching a popular Bay Ridge
nightclub that has come
under fire following a slew
of violations for underage
drinking and public urina-
tion as well as a brawl ear-
lier this month that left a
police officer with six
stitches in his head and
one last year where an
underage patron was stab-
bed outside the club.

On Feb. 9, at 3:45 am, the
police were called to break up
a fight between 15 men out-
side Virgo 64. An officer was
punched in the head and
pushed to the ground by a mi-
nor outside the nightclub. He
was taken to Lutheran Med-
ical Center where he was
treated and released.  

A 20-year-old man was ar-
rested in the incident.

A message on the Virgo 64
answering machine states that
male patrons must be 23 or
older and women, 21 or older.
The legal drinking age is 21.

“I have no love for Virgo
64,” Deputy Inspector
Matthew Pontillo, the com-
manding officer at the 68th
Precinct, told Community
Board 10 at their monthly
meeting Monday night. He
said the club has repeatedly
been a problem for the
precinct and the neighbor-
hood.

Last November, three un-

derage patrons of Virgo 64
were stabbed outside the es-
tablishment.

Thomas Skelton, 20, spent
five nights in the hospital after
he was stabbed in the ab-
domen outside Virgo 64 on
Nov. 11.

Skelton had used his older
brother’s driver’s license to
get into the nightclub despite
their faces being completely
different, his mother, Maria
Skelton, told The Bay Ridge
Paper in December.  

Police said Virgo 64, which
is open Friday and Saturday
nights, was issued summonses
for having a disorderly prem-
ise and serving alcohol to mi-
nors. 

The State Liquor Authority
was also notified.

Since then, the police have
stepped up surprise inspec-
tions at the nightclub.

“We will continue to vigor-
ously enforce every regulation
at Virgo 64,” said Pontillo,
who noted that several sum-
monses for underage drinking
were issued last week.

Virgo 64 first came under
the scrutiny of the community
board back in 2000 when de-
spite noise complaints, the
board issued approval of a
cabaret license allowing danc-
ing at the bar.

The club did not return tele-
phone calls seeking comment
by press time, but their an-
swering machine said that ap-
propriate attire and proper ID
are an “absolute must.”
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PARENT

C-BAY
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, May 19, 2002 at 10:15 a.m.
117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights

Classes for children in grades K-7 meet Sundays
from 9-11:30am for three 50 minute sessions

Big Brothers/Big Sisters work individually with
students in grades 3-7 for one of the 50 minutes
sessions

Family Programs and Shabbatons

NO SYNAGOGUE
MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED

For more information call Beth Garbow, Program Director

Hebrew School
117 Remsen Street • 596-4840

(Congregation B’nai Avraham Youth)
Our innovative Hebrew School Programs

Summer
and Holiday

Programs
For Children

Entering
Grades K-8

Friendships That
Last A Lifetime

• Junior and Middle Camp
• Sports Academy
• Senior Camp
• Traveling Camp
• Extra Long Summer

• Wide Range of Activities
• Exciting Trips and Special Events
• Transportation
• Mature and Caring Staff
• Predominantly Out-of-Doors

768-4426
www.ParkSlopeDayCamp.com

Park
Slope

Windsor
Terrace

339 8th St.
just below 6th Ave.

REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER 2003
Take Advantage of Our Early Bird Discounts

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

Day
School,
Inc.

A fully licensed and certified preschool

� 2-4 year old programs

� Licensed teachers

� Optimal educational equipment

� Exclusive outdoor facilities

� Indoor Gym facilities

� 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings,
afternoons or full days

� Spacious Classrooms

� Enriched Curriculum

� Caring, loving environment

The Palisades, lakes, zoos, the beach,
NY Aquarium, Sesame Place, pools,
many hikes, amusement parks,
Chinatown, museums, and more!

Daily Trips:

Early drop-off and late pick up available
Ages 5-1/2 to 11-1/2 years

Call Dan Moinester
Park Slope • 768-6419

Nature Oriented Day Camp
Experienced Adult Staff • Flexible Scheduling Available

Parent-to-Parent
B B t Fl l & B Mill

By Betsy Flagler

Never turn your back
when toddler’s awake

Park Explorers 
Day Camp

718-788-3620

Healthy outdoor fun
in beautiful Prospect Park

Ages 4 years through 13 years

• Sports, arts & crafts, drama, pool beach trips,
nature study, and old fashion play

• Special programs for gymnastics and soccer.
• Also Exploring Beyond for children entering 6th-8th grade.

Q: “My husband thinks
it’s OK to nap while I’m
away and our 1-year-old
wanders around the house.
How can I convince him
that anything can happen
without proper supervi-
sion?” — a mother

A: If your husband has no
common sense, then use this
letter from a 90-year-old grand-
mother to build your case: 

“My husband was sup-
posed to care for our 2-1/2-
year-old daughter while I was
at work in our grocery busi-
ness,” Alice Robards recalls.
“She came by the bed with
her little clothes and asked
him to dress her.” 

Her husband told the child
to wait until he was out of bed,
but she was eager to get on
with her daily routine. She got
a bar of soap and climbed into
the deep, old-fashioned bathtub
and turned on the water. 

“Every time she tried to get
out, she slipped down into the
hot water,” Robards says. “By
the time her dad realized she
was in trouble and got her out
of the hot water, she was in
agony.” 

Robards rushed home from
work to take her only daugh-
ter to the hospital, where she
died within an hour. After

more than 50 years, the moth-
er says, the “awful hurt” is
still with her each day. 

“You can turn your back on
a child for just a minute, and
something terrible happens,”
says Robards, a widow who
was never able to talk about
the tragic accident with her
husband. “Parents aren’t as
careful as they should be.” 

Injuries are the leading
cause of death of children
younger than 4 in the United
States, according to the Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics. 

Childproofing your home
minimizes the risk of serious
or fatal injury, but there’s no
way to make a house safe
enough for parents to sleep
while their little ones crawl
and walk around. 

The common advice “sleep
when your baby sleeps” is a
logical, safe alternative. One
way to shake off the desire for
a nap is to head outside with
your child. 

But safety isn’t the only
reason a parent needs to be
awake and responsive to a
child’s needs. In the early
years, particularly from birth
to age 3, attachments and pos-
itive stimulation make a big
difference in a child’s devel-
opment. 

Safety resources and infor-
mation: 

•Hot tap water accounts for
nearly one-fourth of all scald
burns among children. Tap-
water burns most often occur
in the bathroom and tend to be
more severe and cover a larg-
er portion of the body than
other scald burns, according to
the Safe Kids Campaign. The
organization’s web site is
www.safekids.org. 

•To prevent accidents, the
Window Covering Safety
Council offers free window-
cord safety kits to consumers.
Its toll-free hotline is (800)
506-4636.

Can you help?
“I have a 10-year-old step-

son who refuses to pull the
toilet seat up when he goes to
urinate. It goes everywhere.
We’ve taken privileges away,
we’ve made him clean it up.
His response is, ‘Oh, I forgot.’
His mother and dad are remar-
ried, but he seems to accept us
all. I am beside myself.” — a
mother from Dallas

If you have tips or a ques-
tion, call our toll-free hotline
any time at (800) 827-1092 or
e-mail us at p2ptips@att.net. 

to none.  
The Community Emer-

gency Response Team
(CERT) of Bay Ridge and
Bensonhurst volunteer sec-
ondary responders, established
after 9-11, said they were also
prepared to help.   

“The NYPD was on alert
and so were we,” said Patrick
Condren, executive director of
the CERT.

The smoke from the fire
blew across southern Brook-
lyn all the way out to Long Is-
land. By 11:30 am, the smoke
had dissipated but a faint
smell, much like car exhaust,
lingered in Bay Ridge. The
fire wasn’t completely extin-
guished until Sunday morn-
ing.

While several gas and fuel
lines pass under the waterway,
Pontillo said there was no
threat that those lines would
be affected by the fire.  He
also stressed that health risks
related to the incident were
next to none for residents in
the area.

As the traffic subsided and
the sound of sirens faded, resi-
dents lingered outside soaking
up the sunshine and dis-
cussing the deadly blast. Most
said they had not seen or
heard the explosion, but al-
most all had reported seeing
the rising smoke.

Mechanics at the Universal
Diagnostic Repair shop on
Fourth Avenue at 94th Street
said they saw a big cloud of
smoke but did not smell any-
thing unusual. The mayor told

reporters on Friday afternoon
that the explosion had been an
accident, allaying mounting
fears that terrorism was in-
volved at the 70-year-old fa-
cility, one of the largest in the
country. 

Agencies leading the re-
sponse effort included the
U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency, and the city’s Office
of Emergency Management.

The Office of Homeland
Security also announced that it
would launch an investigation
into the incident.

BLAST…
Continued from page 1

Getting
it right…

The article in last week’s
edition headlined “Artist:
MTA paid me $30G for art it
can’t hang,” should have read
$130G. 

In the same edition, the
photo captioned “New cheer”
misidentified the woman be-
ing honored by state Sen.
Marty Golden. The woman in
the picture was state Supreme
Court Judge Doris Ling-Co-
han.

We regret the errors.
The Brooklyn Papers

strives for accuracy, but some-
times mistakes are made. In
such cases, readers are urged
to contact Managing Editor
Neil Sloane at (718) 834-
9350, ext. 119, or by fax at
(718) 834-9278.

Now Online!

INSURANCE

W26-7

For Rent / Brooklyn

Ocean Parkway & Ave. I – Spacious 1
and 2 bedroom apts, Spacious Floor
Area: 870 & 1050 sq.ft. Quiet and sunny,
in elevator bldg. All new. Refs. $1090 &
$1300. Underground garage extra (718)
288-8018 & (718) 236-4282 to 8pm.
Bensonhurst – 1BR apt., 1st Fl. Elevator
bldg. Near all. Refs. $940. (718) 288-
8018 or (718) 236-4282 to 8pm.

R09

Windsor Terrace
1 bedroom with huge country eat-
in kitchen, dishwasher, washer &
dryer hook-up. Large deck, gas &
electric included. $1700 mo. Call
(718) 686-9877. 1 block from F
train & park.

R10

Kensington
Large 5 room, first floor. Quiet res-
idential block. 4051 E. 4th St.
$1400 per month, negotiable.
(718) 851-5331 (days), (718) 851-
2506 (eve). Ask for Luz.

S09

Bensonhurst
3 bdrm, 2 bath with a balcony in
a new 3 family house w/new dish-
washer, washer & dryer. Near all
transportation & highway. $1800
monthly, without utilities. (917)
679-8379.

R12

Carroll Gardens
3.5 rooms, wood floors in
brownstone building, avail. 3/1.
Minutes away from train. $1550
monthly. Call  (718) 643-8075 or
(718) 875-8615.

R08

Apartments, Sublets
& Roommates

BROWSE & LIST FREE!
All Cities & Areas!
www.Sublet.com

Studios;1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000
1-877-FOR-RENT R48

Rooms Wanted / Bklyn

Japanese university Students
looking for spare room in
apartment or house, short or
longer stay. Please call Sara
at  (718) 284-5904. Email:
sara@sarahomestay.com R11

APARTMENTS
Office Space Available

Brooklyn Heights
Location, Location . . . beautifully
furnished offices with views in central
Brooklyn Heights. Suitable for psy-
chotherapists, nutritionist & allied
health professionals. Available F/T
or P/T. (718) 488-0748. R06

Art Studio/Office 
Charming 13’x13’ room w/northern
windows on a quiet residential block
in prime Cobble Hill. Perfect escape
for artist, therapist, writer, or to run
a small business (no live-in). Private
entry, share bathroom and fridge.
Just $450/mo. Call (718) 222-8209.

W07

Studio Space Available

Red Hook
3 room studio shop for jew-
eler, contractor, hobbiest.
$650 monthly. 18’x32’. Call
(718) 788-2220.

R09

For Sale / Brooklyn

Bay Ridge
By the water, 1 bedroom co-op.
$149k, negotiable. Close to trans-
portation & shopping.

(718) 491-0873
R09

Park Slope
2 bedroom coop. Garden front,
sunny. Doorman building. 230 Park
Place, Apt. 1L. OPEN HOUSE:
Saturday, Feb. 22, 2003, bet. 1-3pm.
$285,000. Call Century 21, Laffey.
(516) 578-4636.

S08

For Sale / Brooklyn

Open House
Park Slope

2 family house with basement. 281-
A 19th Street bet. 5th & 6th Aves.
OPEN HOUSE: Sat. 3/1/03, 10-
3pm. No Brokers, No Real Estate.
Serious Inquiries Only.

R09

Park Slope
2 attached houses for sale by
owner. 40x100 lot, perfect for
developer. Serious buyers only.
No Brokers Please. $1.6 million.
Chris (718) 439-6338.

R11

HOUSES

CO-OPS
& CONDOS

COMMERCIAL
SPACE

To place an ad in
Brooklyn Papers’

Real Estate Section

Call: (718) 834-9161

68th chief
watching
nightspot

KIDDIE
O
R
N
E
R

Do You Work
in Downtown
Brooklyn?

Consider Kiddie Korner
JEWISH PRESCHOOL

For children aged 6 mos - 5 yrs
Full Time • Part Time • Extended Day 8-6
117 Remsen Street (betw. Clinton & Henry Sts)

Call for a tour today: 718 596-4840
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Help Wanted

Mechanic

LINE MECHANIC
National Food Service Co. is seek-
ing a Line Mechanic for high-speed
production lines. Responsibilities
will include maintaining production
equipment, disassembling equip-
ment for sanitation, line
changeovers & misc. project work.
Must have 3 yrs exp. & knowledge
of hydraulics/pneumatics & possess
good trouble shooting abilities.
Some electrical & spiral freezer exp.
is a plus. Fax resume to 718-748-
8147. EOE

R08

Musicians
Aspiring singer, songwriter, drum-
mer, seeks players to eat at 3-star
restaurant. Come to my apt in 1
week to make new music like Bill
Haley. Bring Instruments. 

718-332-0213
R09

Help Wanted

Retail Apparel Sales
We’re New York’s leading high fash-
ion ladies discount designer apparel
store located in Park Slope. We are
looking for experienced sales per-
sons with good fashion direction, a
love of clothing and a professional
service-oriented manner to sell our
premiere designers such as
MaxMara, Marina Rinaldi, Dana
Buchman, Elie Tahari and many more.
Excellent benefits include salary plus
commission, 401(k), Medical, Dental,
Employee Discounts, Paid Sick and
Paid Vacation. Hours are 5 days, 2
late nights, no Sundays! Please fax
your resume to 631-424-0294 or
email to jobs@aarons.com. Qualified
candidates will be contacted directly.

AARON’S
627 5th Avenue at 17th Street

Park Slope  Brooklyn  NY  11215
W07

Brooklyn

Foy House
Bed and Breakfast

in the heart of Park Slope

(718) 636-1492
By appointment only

R28

Honey’s Home
An Inviting Friendly and Relaxing
Place to be while visiting Brooklyn,
New York. A home away from home.
Our phone (718) 434-7628

See us at
www.honeysbedandbreakfast.com

R17

200 CD DUPES
FOR $100
Graphics, too. While-U-Wait Service avail-
able. Near All Trains. We do Indie labels.
Visit ParkSlopeCD.com

(718) 399-0777 R11

Child Care Available

Sunflower
Family Group Childcare

Ages 2 mos.  -  4  yrs.  8am-6pm.
Organic meals included. Backyard,
music classes. Licensed. Carroll
Gardens, Park Slope, Brooklyn
Heights and Boreum Hill. Call Ilene.

(718) 488-8562
R12/27-08

KiDDyCiTi
F A M I LY  D AY  C A R E

Lic. & Exp. Child Care for kids 6 weeks & older
FT & PT Available • Organic foods

Indoor/Outdoor Activities
Afterschool Program Available

Anna (718) 788-4639
PARK SLOPE AREA
www.kiddyciti.com R20

Experienced with children from
3-10 yrs. old. Good amount of
English, Russian, Spanish &
German. Call Katia. (718) 437-
7230. R09

Cleaning Svcs Available

R19

Est. 1980

“Old Fashioned Irish Cleaning”
Specializing in:

• All Phases of Domestic Service
• Residential and Commercial
Gift Certificates Available

718-279-3334
R27

ENLIGHTENED
CLEANING SERVICE, INC.

Complete Cleaning
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up
Office • Residential • General

“Let us maintain your hallways”
718-573-4165

Bonded R16

Face Painting

MAKING
FACES

WITH LYDIA
Face Painting For All Occasions

917-499-8541 R38

Parties

RRRRIIIICCCCOOOO
The Party Clown & Magician

Birthday parties and special
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy,
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets,

Games, M.C., Comic Roastings.
718-434-9697
917-318-9092 R37

Language

Led by French native.
Up to 6 persons per group

Various levels • Reasonable rate
Convenient Bklyn or Manhattan loc.

Contact: Philippe Martin
(917) 535-5651
www.allaboutfrench.org R14

FRENCH
CONVERSATION
G R O U P S

INSTRUCTION

ENTERTAINMENT

CLEANING
SERVICES

CHILDREN &
CHILD CARE

CD DUPLICATION

BED & BREAKFAST Language
Languages for

French and Spanish classes
for young children (2 and up)

For information call
1-718-854-5959 R15

Music

PIANO LESSONS
Experienced with children &
adults. All styles. Will travel to
you. $30 per hour. Call KIRSTEN.

(718) 855-5344
R09

Piano/Keyboard/
Theory Lessons

Experienced with children & begin-
ners of any age. Conservatory
trained. Convenient location behind
Brooklyn Academy of Music or will
travel to you. Call KIRSTEN.

(718) 855-5344R09

SLOPE MUSIC
Voice

Jazz • Classical • Folk • Rock
Call for free interview
charlessibirsky.com

Bands available

718-768-3804 R31

Tutoring
TUTORING

ALL SUBJECTS • ALL GRADES
Expert Test Preparation

40 years helping primary, secondary
college and adult students to excel
Reasonable Rates • Home Lessons
A-1 Certified Tutoring Service, Inc.

(718) 874-1042  MC/VISA/AmEx
R41

SAT/PSAT Tutor
Harvard graduate offers expert SAT
instruction in your home.
Experienced, patient tutor has suc-
ceeded with students at all levels of
ability.

Reasonable individual and small group rates

Steven (718) 707-1033
R27-01

TOP MATH
Problem Solving, K-12
Gifted / College Track

We Challenge
Feb. Prep - $60

BENSONHURST

718.259.4429 R15

SAT Test Prep
Tutor with more than 10 yrs exp teach-
ing for top SAT programs. Learn the
most effective proven techniques (and
how to use them).

Edward Antoine
(718) 783-1326 R14

Test Prep/Tutor
SAT • LSAT • GRE

GMAT • SCIENCE HS EXAMS
ENGLISH & MATH Tutoring

All ages; 6 yrs. exp. w/references
Flex hrs./rates Bklyn or Mhttn.

Get the results you need!
Eric (718) 398-7509 R37

IMPROVE
STUDY SKILLS

Private tutoring in your home or
my office. Experienced teacher with
master’s degree. Children & adults.

Bob Blumenthal
718-499-4787
Reasonable Rates R37

Merchandise for Sale
Maclaren Stroller $20, Sligh rolltop
desk, almost antique $450 or best offer.
(E) 718-875-8114 or (C) 516-721-3387.

R10

Merchandise Wanted

R17

Cash for Old Records
Compact Discs & DVDs

Call Chris or John

(212) 254-1100
“We make house calls” R22

Adoption

ADOPT A CAT. After 2 long years
with kitty, I have to go back home
and cannot care for her anymore.
Pleasant, fun-loving, and well
trained. Call (718) 986-1603. R09

SEWING SERVICES
Clothing... Dressy/Casual

Plus sizes • Expert Alterations

HOME DECORATING
Slipcovers... pillows/cushions 

Curtains

Expert Service &
Reasonable Rates

(718) 638-9069
R17

SEAMSTRESS

PET SERVICES

L(.)(.)K!
OLD CLOCKS &

WATCHES WANTED
by collector.

Regardless of condition
Highest prices paid

212-517-8725

MERCHANDISE

Brooklyn
KIDS

Accountants &
Tax Services

Q & A Global LLC
A Business Services & Advisory Firm

Accounting Services
Tax Planning & Preparation
Corporate Advisory Services

Incorporation Related Services

Certified Public Accountants

Free Consultation
Park Slope & Lower Manhattan Offices

1.917.887.0011 R17

Jerome Feucht
INCOME TAX SERVICE

Individual and Business

Call 1 (718) 252-8905
2139 New York Avenue

M-F: 10-6; Sat: 10-5
R17

Peter J. Simone, B.S.
Accountant

Private & Public Accounts
Income Tax

Financial advisor & consultant

718.624.2828 R13

GARY SUCHER
TAX SERVICE

• Free Consultation
• Personal Income Taxes
• Small Businesses
• Payroll Service

718.941.8947 R14

DOUGLAS CONDON
Certified Public Accountant
• tax planning and preparation
• accounting, auditing
• advisory services
• co-op and condo management

Park Slope Office
718-788-3913 R39

Attorneys
BANKRUPTCY • REAL ESTATE

STOP FORECLOSURE
RICHARD S. FEINSILVER, ESQ.
FREE CONSULTATION

BROOKLYN: 111 Livingston Street

800-479-6330
R35

Patrick J. Hayes
Attorney-at-Law

Criminal • Real Estate
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Divorce • Personal Injury

New Location:
Sunset Park, also in Manhattan

(718) 567-8111
R17

Jeffrey D. Karan
Attorney at Law

32 Court St., Suite 1702
718-260-9150

• Wills & Estates • Planning
• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord

• Tenant • Commercial Litigation
• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce

Evenings and home
visits available R28

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY APPEALS
FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION

NO RECOVERY, NO FEE
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq.

111 Livingston Street, Suite 1110
Brooklyn, New York 11201

(718) 210-4738
R48

Imprinted Gifts & Novelties

Attorneys

EVERYTHING!
We Printanything on

Best Prices on T-Shirts and:

Helping your business get recognized & remembered!

DESK  ACCESSORIES
LETTER OPENERS
POCKET KNIFES
CALCULATORS
STRESS BALLS
SWEATSHIRTS

CD CASES
WHISTLES
KEY TAGS
T-SHIRT
GLOVES
PENCILS

CHOCOLATES
FLASHLIGHTS
MOUSE PADS
SUNGLASSES
GOLF BALLS
BALLOONS

RULERS
STRESS
MUGS
BAGS
HATS
PENS

(718) 237-2450 Quick Turnaround!

UFN

(631) 425-5999
(888) 425-0039

LAST
CALL!

Start an exciting job at Brooklyn’s
best-read newspapers! (full or part time)

Our next training group starts early April. As a member of
Brooklyn’s REAL Newspaper team, you’ll receive competitive
compensation, great support, and an opportunity to excel in a
career-propelling position. Full-time employment can lead to
$50,000 and more; flexible part-time openings, too. Positions
available in both our outside sales department and in telephone
sales from our modern offices directly across the street from
Brooklyn Borough Hall.

Fax a note with your resume
to (718) 834-1481 and call
Publisher Celia Weintrob at

(718) 834-9350 ext 204
Call today for immediate

consideration for April hiring

DEADLINE FOR THURSDAY’S
PAPER IS TUESDAY 4 PM

• The Brooklyn Classifieds appear in neighborhood editions of The Brooklyn Papers
published during the week in which an ad runs.

• Once ordered, a Classified Ad may NOT be cancelled before its first insertion.

• Ads ordered and paid for by deadline are generally included in the next edition. But
sometimes ads may be held for an additional week, based on production, space or cred-
it considerations. The Brooklyn Papers shall be under no liability for its failure for any
cause to insert an advertisement.

• Ads ordered to run more than one week may be cancelled after the first week.
However, while the ad may be cancelled, NO REFUND OR CREDIT will be issued.

• Contract rates for Classified Ads are “rate holders” — no skipped issues
permitted.

• Special “package price” and other discounted multiple insertion rates require prepay-
ment for the total number of weeks ordered and may not be cancelled and may not
be short rated to achieve a lower rate on renewal.

• In the event of an error in a published ad, please contact The Brooklyn Papers by the
first deadline following publication date.

CHARGE IT! 

To advertise call

834-9161
ask for classified
Monday through Friday

9am-5pm

Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies
Free Consultation Available at

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C.
(718) 237-2023

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201
R23

Your Court Street Lawyer
Richard A. Klass, Esq.

SM

W5

Call Now For Free Consultation

Injured? Ask Miller!
Thomas K. Miller, Esq.

Personal injury attorney

212-941-0792
www.thomASKMILLER.com

Millions recovered/Check web site for proven results
377 Broadway, New York, NY 10013

W20

CCCCLLLLAAAASSSSSSSSIIIIFFFFIIIIEEEEDDDDSSSS
Help Wanted • Situation Wanted • Business Opportunities • Income Opportunities • Adoptions • Automotive

Bed & Breakfast • Bridal & Special Occasions • Business Services • Children & Childcare • Cleaning Services • Firewood
Home Care • Instruction • Merchandise • Movers, Storage & Truckers • New Age • Personal Care • Pet Services • Psychics 

––– To advertise please call 834-9161, Monday-Friday 9am-5pm –––

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS
SSEERRVVIICCEESSJJOOBBSS

Attorneys

PERSONAL INJURY
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice
Automobile – Construction – Products

General Negligence

800-675-8556
GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ

The Woolworth Building
233 Broadway – Suite 950

New York, NY 10279
* free consultation

GSGennarelli@Salsack.com
R27-03

The Law Offices of
Mercedes Neira

DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW

BUSINESS LAW &
COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

PERSONAL INJURY, REAL ESTATE

CRIMINAL DEFENSE, BANKRUPTCY

26 Court Street, Suite 600
Brooklyn, New York 11201
Telephone: 212-709-8239

Cell: 917-539-1703
email: mercedesneira@aol.com

se habla espanol R13

Computers 
TECH-EEZ

COMPUTER SERVICES
I can patiently assist you with
many of your computer needs

• Personalized tutoring
• Repairs / Upgrades / Installation
• Custom Microsoft Office solutions
• Home or business

Make it a breeze with Tech-eez!
Ken Falk – 718-369-0508

R23

Install, upgrade, train,
troubleshooting, data
recovery, internet setup,
websites, network and
more.1-917-655-6442

R17

For Fast Computer relief, Call

DOCTOR
DATA

We make house and office calls to
repair, upgrade or install any brand
computer. Also installs network. Our 15
yrs of exp. will solve your computer
problems. Our prices are reasonable
and we guarantee our work. Call for a
free phone consultation.

718-998-3548
email: info@drdata.com

world wide web:
http://www.drdata.com

R27-01

Mediation
MEDIATION WORKS INC.

• separations/divorces
• co-habitation agreements
• parent-child conflicts
• business/employment disputes

Conveniently located in
Downtown Brooklyn

16 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY

CALL for a FREE consultation

718.624.5549 R26

Resumés
Professional

Career Counselor
Available for

Resumé Writing and More.
Online posting also available

Reasonable Rates

(347) 742-5555 R16

Typing
Call BUTLER SECRETARIAL

IF YOU WANT
QUICK ACCURATE SERVICE
• Academic & Professional Papers

• Manuscripts • Resumes • Etc.

(718) 369-0078
Fax: (718) 832-1615  e-mail too!

R17

Web Design

R13

• Gill SB Consulting •
Website Design

Small Business Consulting
Finance & Accounting Services
t: 718.789.2494  e: paul@paulgill.us

w: paulgill.us R07

FLASHFIRE  DESIGN
design for the web

We design business and 
personal websites
Free analysis of your 
current website
Shoot and/or optimize 
photos for the Web
Personal attention to detail
Reasonable rates
1 year web hosting FREE!

Call  718-369-7455
www.flashfiredesign.net

NY
MACWORKS

Help Wanted

Employee Benefits
Counselor

A well est. & leading employee ben-
efit org. seeks an energetic, talent-
ed and proven prof. enrollment
counselor. Duties include educat-
ing & enrolling employees of client
comp. in various sponsored volun-
tary benefit  plans. Valid life/
health lic. & car req. Bi-ling.
Eng./Span. preferred. Please e-mail
resume to: iarjune@winstonfinan-
cial.com. or call Ismael Arjune @
(718) 490-5686. R08

Help Wanted P/T

Administrative
Assistant II -

Northeast (part-time)
Heifer International, a progressive,
world hunger, non-profit org needs
an exp’d, detail-oriented individual
to ensure the efficient operation of
our Northeast Regional Field Office
in Brooklyn, NY. Must have strong
computer, writing, interpersonal &
org’l skills. Knowledge of general
office procedures req’d. Duties:
respond to written, oral, & elec-
tronic inquiries, facilitate arrange-
ments for travel, meetings, confer-
ences, etc., & coordinate payment
of bills/invoices. BS in business
admin or rel field desireable; plus 2
yrs office exp. Exp. w. MS Office
pref’d. Oral & written fluency in
Spanish a plus. Must be highly self-
motivated, w/the ability to thrive in
a dynamic team-oriented environ-
ment. This is an excellent opportu-
nity for someone who has an inter-
est in ag/community development.
Starting salary $12.02/hr. This posi-
tion is scheduled to go full-time in
July 03. For more info. about our
org., job desc., & application please
visit www.heifer.org Send resume,
cover letter, & application by 3/7
to HR, Heifer Int’l, 1015 Louisiana
ST, Little Rock, AR 72202-3815, fax
(510) 907-2820, email
jobs@heifer.org HEIFER INTER-
NATIONAL IS AN EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION EMPLOYER BY CHOICE.

W09

P/T Dental Assistant
For busy dental office in Sunset
Park. Work with patients, set
appointments. No exp. necessary. 

Call (718) 439-1562
R09

P/T Household Help
Needed for female senior citizen.
Bay Ridge area. Light housekeeping,
occasional light shopping. English
speaking a must. Call: 

(718) 745-3462
R10

Web Designer
To assist in preparation of

The Brooklyn Papers’ web sites.
E-mail resume with links to

EdWeintrob@BrooklynPapers.com
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Architects
AWARD WINNING LICENSED

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER

• From Conception to Completion
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing
Alterations & New Buildings

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules

• Construction Management

• Expediting Approvals & Permits
Department of Buildings & Landmarks

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential
To buy or not buy

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

65 Saint Felix Street
Brooklyn NY 11217
TEL (718) 596-2379

FAX (718) 596-2579

EMAIL felix63@aol.com UFN

K.C. Architectural
Services
Architectural Millwork &
Customization Designs
Cabinetry & Kitchen Designs
Expediting Approvals for Landmarks
Drafting Services
Photo Realistic Renderings Presentations

Kevin Cott
Architectural Designer

Tel/Fax 718 324 1615
www.KCArchServ.com R15

Bathrooms

R09

Carpentry
NorthEast Painting

& Carpentry Co.
Interior Renovations • Dry Walls

Taping & Spackling
Frames & Molding Installation

In service since 1970

(718) 882-4176
Astoria, NY

by Nicholas Dimitratos Brothers and Sons
R21

Closets

R17

Construction

R23

BAUEN
CONSTRUCTION
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS

KITCHENS • BATHS
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS
CARPENTRY • PAINTING
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES
(718) 668-2063
BUILDING OUR REPUTATION

R18

R22

R16

Three generations • 23 years
of quality honest work

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Cement Work • Carpentry • A/C Sys.

Cabinets • Iron Work • Roofing
Water Proofing • Plaster • Painting

1 (800) 926-6955
HIL # 0838887 • INSURED

EAGLE
CONTRACTORS

General
Renovations

Interior & Exterior
Roofing • Waterproofing

Painting • Plastering
Carpentry • Sheetrock
Tile • Stucco • Pointing

Scaffold • Brick &
Cement Work

License # 904813 • Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

718-686-1100

MAJESTIC
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Remodeling
and Renovations

SPECIALIZED IN
Bathrooms • Kitchens

Living Rooms • Dining Rooms
Patios • Basement

Floor Tilings • All Carpentry
Electrical • Plumbing

FREE Estimates
Financing Available / Licensed & Insured

(718) 332-4340
(718) 322-9003

100% job satisfaction

more than just closets...
custom closet, wardrobe, furniture,

office & pantry/utility design
interior design & renovation

718.624.0328
www.closetsbydg.com

license # 1036367

CUSTOM BATHROOMS
SHOWERS & JACUZZIS

MARBLE & CERAMIC TILES
PLUMBING &

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS
• FREE ESTIMATES •

LIC. COOP-CONDO INS.

WE KNOW CONSTRUCTION INC.

1 (800) 283-9435
(718) 930-5222

Construction

R27-04

R39

R41

Timeless
CONSTRUCTION &
RESTORATION CORP.

Complete interior renovation
specialist continuing two genera-
tions of fine craftsmanship

Specialties include:
* Kitchens and Baths
* Custom Cabinetry and Woodwork
* Plastering
* All Flooring and Tile
* Painting and Faux Finishes
* Finished basements and additions

Licensed and Insured

(718) 979-0913
R18

Contractors

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens
Carpentry • All Renovations • Brickwork

Dormers • Extensions • Windows
Waterproofing

Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured

718-276-8558
R12/33

HOME IMPROVEMENT CO.
Specializing in Brownstone

Renovations. Also: Brick-laying,
Painting, Carpentry, Roofing, etc.

Lic# 1094488
Tel: (718) 469-8165   Cell: (347) 245-7954

L08

Custom Woodworking

WOOD WORKS
Specializing in custom

bookcases, wall units and
entertainment centers.

Designed to meet your specific
needs. We also produce

landmark doors & windows.

We use the finest hardwoods & veneers
and employ superior techniques

to produce heirloom quality results.

Call for free estimates

(718) 238-4626
R11/32

Decks

R17

Electricians

Serving the Homes & Businesses
of Brownstone Brooklyn

Lighting • Power • Meters
Intercoms • Phone • Data

Licensed & Insured/ Call for free estimate
(718) 222-2444 R18

BERGER
QUALITY ELECTRIC

DECKS
byBart

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE
Fences Too! • Free Estimates

Call Bart:
15+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
www.decksbybart.com

MORGAN’S

Chris Mullins
Contracting

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

CUSTOM RENOVATION

SPECIALIST

LICENSED & BONDED

#0836623
FULLY INSURED

TRIUMPH
CONSTRUCTION

1 (917) 847-8307

KNOCKOUT
Renovations

Lots of References!
QR Magazine’s

“Top 500 Contractors”

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS,
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS,

All Work Guaranteed
Licensed by Consumer Affairs

(718) 745-0722
www.knockoutrenovation.com

Renovations & Restorations
All Home Improvement Needs

Kitchen • Bath • Paint • Carpentry
Fully equipped
with all trades

Equipped with
DESIGNERS • ARCHITECTS • EXPEDITERS

“You’ve tried all the rest,
now go with the best.”

Do it right the first time.

17 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

718-965-1857 or 718-692-7163

Electricians

R12/15/27-03

Licensed Electricians
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

No Job Too Small
Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years

(718) 854-2984
R18

JOHN E. LONERGAN
Licensed Electrician

(718) 875-6100
(212) 475-6100

R12

ALECTRA INC.
Have an electrical problem?
No job too big, no job too small!

Call me. Anthony Illiano
Licensed electrician

718-522-3893
R28

Engineer (Licensed)
LICENSED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER

LEE KANTOR, P.E.
(718) 491-0804

• Home - Condo - Co-Op Inspections
• Pre-Purchase Consultations & Written Reports

• Inspection of Exterior Brick Walls
• Building Violation Removal

• Asbestos Inspections R21

Exterminators

R17

Floor Maintenance
ADIRONDACK

FLOOR SANDING
Expert Repairs & Installations

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction
10 Years Serving Brooklyn

(718) 648-4672
Alt. # (718) 645-0112 R33

WOOD FLOOR
S P E C I A L I S T S

Insured/Bonded
Sand • Stain • Bleach • Pickle

Installation and Repairs
Reasonable. Free Estimates

718-321-0635 or
1-800-870-0635 R22

D & K
FLOOR SERVICE, INC.

Parquet and wood floors sanded,
repaired, installed & refinished.

Carpets steam cleaned &
shampooed professionally.

Tile floors stripped & waxed

718-720-2555 R31

Handyman
Handyman Painter

Clean & neat painting
Tile Repairs • Regrouting

and any other Home Repairs
REASONABLE PRICES

(917) 207-8317
sammythehandyman@Ocatch.com

R15

CALL NED
Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock

Ceramic Tile • Carpentry
Cement Work • Painting

Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES

718-871-1504
R32

KBM Contracting
Bathrooms • Carpentry

Tiling • Decks • Windows
Flooring • Roofing • Doors

Painting • Staircases
Violations Removed

FREE ESTIMATE
763-0379
licensed, insured  R28

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

ANT TERMITE

Save a Sample

AFEDERAL EXTERMINATING, LTD.

718 259-8799

Since 1969 Father & Son Owned and Operated

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL
Difficult Termite Problems  – Our Specialty
Termites • Roaches • Ants • Bees • Spiders

Fleas • Ticks • Moths Mice • Rats • Trapping
Squirrels • Raccoons • Pigeons • Cats

FREE ESTIMATES • HONESTY IS OUR POLICY
WE ARE LICENSED, INSURED AND REGISTERED

SENIOR DISCOUNTS

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORSC&C

A. Norway
Electric
Licensed Electricians

Anything In Electric & Heat

When Con Ed Says You Need
An Electrician . . . .

Call Us First
10% DISCOUNT FOR FIRST TIME
CALLERS OR SENIOR CITIZENS

ELECTRICIAN

24/7
EMERGENCY SERVICE

718-774-5963

Home Decorating

Interior Design
Interior Design

Painting:
Decorative or Otherwise

Wallpaper Installation
Free estimates available

Ask for Jonathan
718-491-4870 R09

Landscaping/Gardening

R16

Locksmith

UFN

Movers (Licensed)

Dave’s D.J. Moving
& Storage Available

Written Binding Estimates Available.
Commercial and residential. We
carry building insurance. All furniture
padded Free. Courteous, reliable
service. Weekends avail., packing
supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn
for over 10 years.

(718) 843-4417
Lic. and Ins. DOT #32241

83 Davenport Ct.
Howard Beach, NY 11414

R11

R46

R27-07

W33

Truckers

1-2-3
Man with Van/Truck

Any job, big or small
Tristate Area

Reliable, experienced, guaranteed.
Low Low Rates!

Call John (646) 339-3160
Cell 1 (917) 771-0407

R12

US DOT#796162

MOVING
Low Low Rates

Experts on all kinds of moving
Free Estimates

(718) 627-9896

INFINITY

MasterCard®�

®�

AMERICAN EXPRESS ®�

Landscape - Garden Service
Fall Maintenance - General Cleanup

Bulb Planting • Fertilization
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops

Marilyn Manning

718-753-9741

Prepare your Garden
for Next Season!

FENG SHUI Consultation
We help to declutter, create more
space and harmonize your environ-
ment. Experienced professional.
Reasonable rates. Call for an appt.

718-446-7394
LIVING SPACES©

R19

Painting
John Haviaras

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior Painting

Taping • Sheetrock
Complete Apartment & Home
Renovations. Affordable Prices
Quality Work • Free Estimates

718-921-6176
R18

R21

R31

R25

rofessionalPainting
Restore old surfaces.

Benjamin Moore Paints used.
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal.

Free Estimates
Call 718-720-0565

R29

Painting • Decorative Surfaces
Plastering • Paper Hanging

FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED

718-522-3534

JP

Fully Insured Free Estimates

OWNER OPERATED
“Top Quality Work, Dependable Service

and a job that will last!”
• Painting • Skim Coating • Plastering
• Wallpaper Removal and Installation
• Specializing in Faux Finishing and

Decorative Painting • Stain & Varnishing

Call (718) 332-7041

Finishing Touch
PAINTING

Plastering
Plaster Restoration

Ornamental • Skim Coating
Wallpaper • Custom Painting

Stripping

(718) 783-4868
Demetrious

25 years in Park Slope
R35

Absolute
Plastering Inc.

Ornamental, run cornice mould,
and tinted plaster. Skim coating
& domes and vaulted ceilings.

(718) 322-3436
(917) 412-5593

Ask for Fitz
Custom Design & Restorations

R39

Master
Plasterer/Painter

Old Walls Saved
Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats

Excellent References
718-834-0470

R17

Plumbing

R19

Restoration
RESTORATIONS
Done Reasonably and Well

Carpentry • Built-Ins • Paneling
Restoration Work

Window Repair • Painting
Garden & Landscaping Work

Ryan & Paul
718-857-3661 R18

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing
TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER

TOILETS • YARD DRAINS
24/7 • Emergency Service
745-7727 or 848-5654

$ LOW, LOW, PRICES $

¤ ¤

¤

Roofing

R46

SUPERIOR
ROOFING CO.
8805 3rd Ave. Bklyn, N.Y. 11209

• Hot & Cold Tar - Shingling
• Rubberize - Steam Cleaning
• Cement & Brick Work

718-833-5752
646-261-4805

R19

EASTECH
ROOFING
Rubberized – Hot and Cold
Fully Insured. 15 year guarantee

on all rubber roofing
Free Estimates • 20 yrs. Exp.

718-875-1200
License #1068550 R20

Rubbish Removal
GREG’S EXPRESS

RUBBISH REMOVAL
Basements Cleaned • Yards

Construction Debris
Houses & Stores

All appliances removed
ALL Contractors Welcome!
Commercial Stores Welcome!

Daily Pick-Ups
Mini Containers Available

Serving the Community
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce

Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days

718-369-7252
Beeper 917-808-1560

Lic: TWC-L-3413
Fully Insured R15

Roll-Off Container Service
Gumball Rubbish Removal
Container Sizes & Prices

10 yd $295 + tax
20 yd $495 + tax
30 yd $595 + tax

Prices reflect services for household
goods only: furniture, clothing, appli-
ances. Demolition Debris is additional
price. Clean out truck 9 yd $325 per
load.

Interior Demolition, Cleanout
All major credit cards

CALL ANYTIME

718-230-8488
R10

R04/08-46

AAA Plus Service Inc.
Cleanout • Basement

Apartment • Storefront
Demolition • Rubbish Removal
FULLY INSURED & FREE ESTIMATES
OFFICE: (718) 251-3447
CELL: 1 (646) 523-5535

www.aaaplusservices.com

Schwamberger
Contracting

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights.

Excellent References Available
License #0831318

16th year with Brooklyn Papers

718-646-4540
1 (347) 385-4696

That’s a local call!
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL.

Stairs

R12

Telephone Services
SAVE UP TO

$100 OFF
HOME - OFFICE - BUSINESS

Inside Telephone Jack & Wiring
Service - Install - Repair - Sales
Telephone & Intercom System

Toll Free 1 (866) 746-6304
PHONE DOCTORS NYC

R12/33

Upholstery

• Kitchen & dining chairs recovered
• New foam cushions • Slipcovers

• Vertical and mini blinds

• Shop at Home • Free Est.
Perfect Touch Decorators

718-263-8383
Quality Work • Serving the 5 Boros

R36

Windows
Quality Replacement
Windows and Repairs
Repair ALL TYPES of windows.

Screens and insulated glass.
Same Day Service • Licensed & Insured
Reasonable Rates • Emergency Service
Call Rene (718) 227-8787

R36

Woodwork

Quality Custom Woodworking
Specializing in

cabinetry • entry doors
carriage house doors

windows • wood interiors

(718) 422-0205
finewoodworksinc@aol.com R19

Wood Stripping

R38

PSST!!
Recapture the original beauty of your
fine architectural woodwork. We
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels,
columns, shutters, banisters with non-
toxic, environmentally safe, removers
and finishes. Careful considerate
workmanship since 1959. Call the
Park Slope Stripping Team
@ 718 783-4112.

LIVING ROOM
FURNITURE

REUPHOLSTERED

Broken or Missing
Baluster/Spindles
Weak or Broken
Steps. (Treads,

Stringers or Risers)

also

FLOOR SANDING
AVAILABLE

Call: 718-893-4006

Cee Dee Professional
CONTRACTORS

Movers (Licensed)

    

W24-30

Exterminators

TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT CONTROL

SPECIALISTS
RESIDENTIAL • COMERCIAL

“Safest Methods Used”

USA EXTERMINATORS
718 832-0900

A Service Company You Can Depend On
Licensed & Insured

$10 OFF Any Service With This Ad R8/10

Our classifieds
are now online!

Did you know that we have the only Kohler Distributor Registered Showroom in
Brooklyn? If you’ve been thinking of building or remodeling, come to 

Davis & Warshow — Monday thru Saturday and view the latest in 

Kohler products. Let our expert design consultants help you create the 

kitchen, bath or powder room of your dreams.

1273 Coney Island Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11230 • (718) 377-2577

locations throughout New York City, Long Island, and Westchester

Home
IMPROVEMENT



By Tina Barry
for The Brooklyn Papers

R emember the 1970s, when women
were women and men wore heels?
Remember doing “The Hustle” and

“shakin’ your groove thang?”
If you answered “yes,” then somewhere

in your closet is a wide-lapel, polyester
getup that you did “The Bump” in.

Remove it immediately!
On Saturday night, curl the front and

sides of your hair into Farrah Fawcett-like
wings (Men, go for as much height as
possible); spritz Charlie or Aramis over
neck and chest; don polyester ensemble
followed by gold chains; and head for
Willie Bruno’s Rhythm Supper Club on
86th Street in Bensonhurst, where every
Saturday night disco is “Stayin’Alive.”

The first of the club’s disco evenings,
“The Wright Saturday Night Stayin’Alive
Disco ’70s” took place on Feb. 1. The
theme was “A Salute to Bensonhurst.”

According to Bruno, his club “offers
something for the over-30 community
who want to have a great time dancing to
disco music.”

The decor at Bruno’s club is aimed to
please a sophisticated crowd.

“I built the bar, did the tile work, the
painting. I built the arch in the entrance-
way and laid the floor’s wooden edging
piece by piece,” Bruno told GO Brooklyn.
His attention to de-
tail paid off. The
huge room has an
upscale feel with
his 30-foot long,
wooden bar curv-
ing along one wall;
wooden tables and
chairs; cozy, tapes-
try-covered sofas
in front of a fire-
place; and ample
room to “get
down” on the dance floor.

In early March, the club’s kitchen will
open with a menu of Italian and Puerto
Rican dishes inspired by Bruno’s touring
days.

Bruno was the singer for the Latin jazz

band Monguito Santamaria, son of Mon-
go Santamaria, from the 1960s through
the 1980s.

“When I was on tour with my band,”
said Bruno, “we traveled to Puerto Rico.
The cooking there is spicy with plenty of
fish, sweet potatoes and yucca. That is the

kind of dishes we
will serve at the
club.”

The 25th anniver-
sary of “Saturday
Night Fever,” re-
leased in 1977, and
filmed on the streets
of Bensonhurst and
Bay Ridge, was cel-
ebrated with a view-
ing at the opening
event. The movie

brought Bensonhurst national attention
and propelled John Travolta from sitcom
celebrity (remember “Welcome Back,
Kotter”?) to movie stardom. At the time,
men sporting three-piece suits and women
dressed in sequined sweaters and wearing

Rococo-style, over-sized glasses watched
the film with rapt attention. A young and
beautiful Travolta, playing Tony Manero,
brought sighs from the women in the au-
dience the moment he strutted onto the
screen with that cock-of-the-walk swag-
ger; and, of course, who can forget that
iconic white polyester suit?

“After ‘Saturday Night Fever’ every-
one wanted to be Travolta and dress like
Tony Manero,” said Bruno. “Three-piece
polyester suits with the shirt collar worn
outside the jacket and platform shoes were
the look.”

Following the film, amateur “bumpers,”
and disco mavens with synchronized steps
hustled on the dance floor to “Brick House”
and “Kung Fu Fighting.”

Later in the evening a Tony Manero
look-alike contest was interrupted by Bri-
an Bergdoll, an entertainer who special-
izes in impersonating Tony Manero. He
crashed past crowded tables and jumped
in front of the five Manero finalists. The
crowd went wild. Bergdoll’s two-minute
dance routine brought Manero to life. For

his effort, Bergdoll was awarded $100.
Each weekend the club hosts “Salsa Se-

lect Fridays” featuring Latin bands. On
Feb. 28, they’ll spin a mix of “hot Latin
grooves by top Latin DJs.”

According to Tiffany Wright, CEO of
TWW Organizational Consulting Inc.,
who produces “The Wright Saturday
Night Stayin’Alive Disco ’70s” evenings
with Yojayhudson.com, “There’s no end
in sight to our disco Saturday nights.
They’ve been such a hit.” 

“There’s a diverse mix to this neighbor-
hood,” Bruno said of Bensonhurst. “To
please everyone we plan on producing
doo-wop evenings, and we’re looking for-
ward to offering karaoke nights to our
Asian clientele.”

If you remember “getting down” until 2
am under the shimmering lights of a disco
ball; if the aromas of Aqua Net and Kools
make you feel young; if there was a time
when “the city” seemed like an oasis of
sophistication and, just for a moment, the
Bee Gees were your heroes; then “The
Wright Saturday Night” is right for you.

These are troubling times, what
with a possible war on the horizon
and the economy in the pits. But a
French man and his wife hope to heal
us — one cassoulet at a time.

In January, Jean-Francois Fraysse
and his wife, Melva Max, who own La
Luncheonette in Manhattan, opened
Quercy on Court Street, bringing with
them a little je ne sais quoi, not to
mention good eating, to Cobble Hill.

Named for Fraysse’s hometown,
located “halfway between Toulouse
and Bordeaux in Southwest France,”
the restaurant offers a “very nice”
wine list and true French comfort
classics: foie gras, rabbit stew and
blanquette de veau (veal stew).
Fraysse does not want to sound “too

proud,” but proclaims his cassoulet, or
meat and bean stew, to be “one of the
best in the city.” 

The decor, according to Fraysse, is
“very warm with a blue-and-white
checkered floor, ah, red wood on the
walls and many ‘skunks.’” Skunks?
He meant sconces, candlelit sconces
that add a romantic glow to the room.
As far as service goes, Fraysse says of
his waitstaff, “They are very sympa-
thetic. We try our best.”

Quercy (242 Court St. at Baltic
Street) accepts cash only. Entrees:
$12-$24. The restaurant is open for
lunch and dinner Tuesdays through
Sundays and is closed on Mondays.
For reservations call (718) 243-2151.

— Tina Barry

The Brooklyn Papers’ essential guide to the Borough of Kings (718) 834-9350  • March 3, 2003
The Brooklyn Museum of Art is hosting a colorful Mardi

Gras-Carnival party on March 1, 5-11 pm, as part of its
monthly First Saturday series. Don’t be afraid to dress the
part; the Carnival costume contest will be judged from 9 pm
to 9:45 pm. 

Among the evening’s highlights are New Orleans jazz
performed live by Jeff Newell’s New-Trad Octet, at 6 pm,
and a West African dance and drumming show by Sidiki
Conde and Toukounou, at 7 pm. 

At 9 pm, a Brooklyn Historical Society curator will dis-
cuss the history of women in Brooklyn and the Brooklyn In-
ternational Film Festival will present a film about the first
Afro-Brazilian woman elected to Brazil’s Senate, Benedita
da Silva.

Free Brazilian dance lessons will be offered at 8 pm, fol-
lowed by Ogans (pictured) — regulars at SOB’s and Elbow
Room — playing Afro-Brazilian Carnival music from 9 pm
to 11 pm. 

The museum is located at 200 Eastern Parkway. Admission
is free. For more information, call (718) 501-6330 or visit
www.brooklynmuseum.org. — Lisa J. Curtis

Family ties
Darkly comic ‘Beauty Queen
of Leenane’ reveals a sick
mother-daughter relationship
By Paulanne Simmons
for The Brooklyn Papers

Joan Crawford and Bette Davis came out of semi-retire-
ment in 1962 to star in the classic thriller “What Ever
Happened to Baby Jane.” The aging film stars played

aging film stars in a movie about a sadomasochistic sister-
sister relationship that erupts when the Davis character finds
out the Crawford character is planning to put her in a sani-
tarium, causing  Davis to decide it’s time to make her the-
atrical comeback — and settle a few scores.

“The Beauty Queen of Leenane,” now on stage at the
Gallery Players, has much of the suspense and surprise of
“Baby Jane.” But it doesn’t have Crawford and Davis.

The play, which opened at the Walter Kerr Theatre in
March 1998 after a
successful London
run, is about a sado-
masochistic mother-
daughter relationship
that erupts when a
handsome young man
enters their lives. 

In the fine tradition
of Anglo-Irish play-
wrights, 27-year-old
Martin McDonagh
wrote a script that un-
sparingly portrays the
Irish in all their pover-
ty and pettiness, cre-
ativity and callousness.
With cruel and clear
insight, and a generous
dose of Irish humor,
McDonagh shows
how romance both
flourishes and withers
in this most contradic-
tory of countries.

In the Gallery Play-
ers’ staging, directed
by Bradley Campbell, Dolores Kenan is the mother, Mag
Folan, a manipulative, overbearing woman who has de-
prived her daughter of every chance for romance in her
largely barren life. Janet Dunson is her daughter, an old
maid who has spent her entire life caring for her whining
mother. 

Kenan complains, demands and tortures her daughter by
throwing the contents of her bedpan down the kitchen sink
(which leads to some too-cute potty humor). Maureen re-
taliates by cruelly imagining her mother’s death, forcing
her to eat food she hates (remember the rat in “Baby
Jane”?) and subjecting her to physical abuse.

Then Ray Dooley (Garry Burgoyne) delivers an invita-
tion to Maureen for a goodbye party being held in the
neighborhood. There she dances with his brother Pato
(David Keller). After the last dance, Maureen realizes Pato
may be her last chance at happiness. She invites him home
to spend the night, and they promptly fall in love.

Pato leaves to work in London, but he doesn’t forget
Maureen, who goes on living and locking horns with her
mother. In the ensuing battle between mother and daughter,
Mag uses all her wiles to thwart the relationship, while
Maureen fights for her life and her love.

Keller, who must have a touch of the Irish in him, plays
Pato beautifully and believably. His monologue in which he
composes a heart-rending and hilarious letter to his love is
a veritable tour-de-force. And Burgoyne, who serves most-
ly as a messenger and a catalyst, gives admirable depth to a

Janet Dunson as Maureen
Folan and David Keller as
Pato Dooley in ‘Beauty Queen
of Leenane.’

Rhythm Supper Club (2402 86th St. at
24th Avenue in Bensonhurst) accepts Visa,
MasterCard and American Express. The
club is open on Saturday and Sunday from
7 pm to 4 am. Admission: $10. There is no
drink minimum. Proper attire is required;
anyone in jeans and sneakers will be turned
away. For information, call (718) 372-1880
or (347) 742-2704.
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‘Streetcar Named Desire’ at BCBC
D I N I N G  PAG E  G O  3

New menu every Tuesday at Grappa
BROOKLYN EVENTS CALENDAR: GO 2

INSIDE

See BEAUTY on page GO 4

Serving fine  Italian Cuisine
Parking is available. Dine in or take out.

DON’T MISS THIS TUESDAY’S SPECIAL!
Wine lover’s night – Any bottled wine on list 1/2 price

All specials valid 5pm to 10pm excluding holidays

Cono’s Opescatoré
301 Graham Avenue (cor. Ainslie St.)

Williamsburg • • Open 7 days 11am-11pm
(718) 388-0168

D • E • L • I • C • I • O • U • S
Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition

• Fast Free Delivery
• Open 7 Days a Week
• Party Orders Welcome

We Only Use Vegetable Oil
Natural Cooking

and Fresh Vegetables

162 Montague Street
Brooklyn Heights

(718) 522-5565/66
fax (718) 522-1205 (24hr)

Mon - Thurs 11:30am - 10:00pm
Fri - Sat 11:30 am - 11:00pm
Sunday 2:00pm - 10:00pm

$7.00
min.

FREE
DELIVERY

Seniors: 115% DDiscount
every Tuesday night (dine-in only) InakaInaka

Sushi House
Our experienced Sushi Chef
prepares the freshest Sushi
& Sashimi to order!

Sukiyaki, Yosenabe & Shabu
Shabu prepared at your table

Combination Teriyaki & Tempura Available 

Authentic Japanese Food in Park Slope

A light, healthy meal for the entire family.

Mon. - Sat. Noon - 10:30pm, Sun. 5pm - 10:30pm
FREE DELIVERY • Catering Available • Major Credit Cards

Continuously serving lunch and dinner

236 7th Ave.(bet 4th & 5th Sts.)

(718) 499-7856112 DeKalb Ave. • (718) 246-2800
www.mobayrestaurant.com •

HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 11-11pm; Fri-Sat: 11-12pm; Sun:3-10pm

CATERING AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASSIONS

“favorite restaurant”
– Judge Glenda Hatchett

Caribbean Soul Cuisine & Bakery

Just bead it

Red wine and
sympathy

New supper club is the place
to shake your groove thang

Boogie
nights

Chef Jean-Francois Fraysse in his new restaurant, Quercy, on Court
Street. The Brooklyn Papers / Greg Mango

Fraysse is proud of his cas-
soulets. BP / Greg Mango

Disco fever: (Above) Party producer
Tiffany Wright with Rhythm Supper
Club owner Willie Bruno at his new
Bensonhurst club. (At right) Joe Pes-
tana gives Jewel Rizo a spin at the
“Wright Saturday Night Stayin’ Alive
Disco ’70s Party” on Feb. 22. 
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By Lisa J. Curtis
The Brooklyn Papers

O n Sunday, Brooklyn Center for
the Performing Arts will present
two exciting New York City

premieres — choreographer Alonzo
King’s “Chants” and choreographer
Mark Diamond’s two-act, “A Street-
car Named Desire” — both per-
formed by the North Carolina Dance
Theatre.

Diamond’s production, based on
Tennessee Williams’ play, is set in
New Orleans in 1950. It centers on
Blanche DuBois, an aging Southern
belle who has lost everything, and
must seek refuge with her sister, Stel-
la, and Stella’s husband, Stanley
Kowalski. The
well-known story
that unfolds is
the inevitable,
steamy conflict
between frail, re-
fined Blanche
and the brutish,
vulgar Stanley.

North Carolina
Dance Theatre
President and
Artistic Director
Jean-Pierre Bon-
nefoux told GO Brooklyn that some
aspects of the story are even more af-
fecting when danced.

“The play of Tennessee Williams
really transforms well into dance,”
said the former New York City Ballet
principal dancer. “Sometimes move-
ments are more expressive than
words. 

“It’s really almost an old-fash-
ioned way of telling a story, bringing
the drama through the movements.
Mark Diamond’s ‘Streetcar’ is show-
ing the very real world of Stanley
and the fantasy world of Blanche,”

he said. “She really lives a life of fan-
tasy, because the reality is not possi-
ble for her to bear.”

Diamond, a former dancer for
Hamburg Staatsoper, in Germany, as
well as the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre
and the Milwaukee Ballet Company,
has been a full-time choreographer
and teacher since 1983. 

Rather than use a single composer,
Diamond’s two-act “Streetcar” is set
to music by Bernard Herrman, Ben-
ny Golson, William Christopher
Handy, Marty Paich, Darius Mil-
haud, Cole Porter, Franz Waxman,
Igor Stravinsky, Frederic Chopin,
Carl Davis, John Williams, Russ
Garcia and David Mills.

“I think Diamond was really in-
spired in his
choices of mu-
sic,” said Bon-
nefoux. “Like
Chopin, for ex-
ample. The ro-
mantic music
comes just for
[Blanche], and
that is such
beautiful music
that people can
recognize. It’s so
evocative.

“All the music when she’s dancing
is very classical, and [Stanley’s] mu-
sic is very jazz, contemporary, very
real. When it’s about her, it’s about
fantasy — the way she was before
she lost her home, and her husband
and her family died. She lives that
life again.”

Bonnefoux said that Diamond’s
placement of upbeat jazz also clever-
ly serves to fuel the tension.

“The jazz music almost sounds
like the mood is light, jazzy and fun
and yet it accentuates the drama un-
derneath that,” he said. “For Dia-

mond, one composer couldn’t evoke
all of those feelings or that percus-
sion, especially in the poker game
when you see them doing bravura
jumps — very athletic jumps.”

Sybil Huskey, of Dance Magazine,
described the 2001 world premiere of
“Streetcar” performed by the North
Carolina Dance Theatre, as having
“power-packed solos of male bond-
ing and competition.”

Story ballets such as Diamond’s
“Streetcar” require dancers to take on
the added challenge of inhabiting a
character.

“Blanche is one of the most interest-
ing and complex roles in the theater,”
said Bonnefoux. “It’s a tribute to a
dancer to give them such a role.”
Blanche will be performed at Brooklyn
Center by Traci Gilchrest, formerly of
the Hartford Ballet and Ballet Arizona.

“She’s very aristocratic,” said Bon-
nefoux. “You really can imagine she’s
Blanche, although she happens to
come from Texas. She’s very elegant
and really does drama. She really ex-
presses it so well. She’s a beautiful
woman, as was Vivian Leigh in the
play. It’s very real what’s happening
to her.”

Uri Sands, a former principal dancer
with Alvin Ailey who recently joined

North Carolina Dance Theatre, dances
the role of Stanley.

“He’s a powerful dancer,” said Bon-
nefoux. “He is masculine. He just
stands there and you know he’s an ath-
lete. He’s real, and when he starts to
dance it’s very expressive and he has
an amazing jump.”

Of course, the play couldn’t be ex-
actly translated into dance, and Bon-
nefoux said that one of Diamond’s in-
novations was to represent the people
that Blanche has lost in her life as
ghosts that visit her. 

“Now that world is finished for
her, a dress is all that’s left,” said
Bonnefoux. “Now she has to live in
the house with her sister, but through
fantasy she still feels important. Here
there is a big difference between the
two worlds — the one that’s lived
and the other that is imagined.”

“A Streetcar Named Desire” will
be joined on the program by the New
York City premiere of choreographer
Alonzo King’s “Chants.”

Danced to traditional, a cappella
music from Ghana, Zaire, Guinea,
Senegal, Tanzania and Kenya,
“Chants” is a contemporary ballet, ac-
cording to Bonnefoux.

“That’s really what is very strong
with the company,” Bonnefoux said

of works by King and other choreog-
raphers in their repertoire. “It’s good
to show these other ballets. In ‘Street-
car’ the few leads have lots to do, but
when you see ‘Chants’ you have a
better idea of the strength of the
whole company and the individual
strengths of the members of the com-
pany.”

“I think Alonzo King’s one of the
best nowadays,” he said. “The work
for the women is still en pointe, but
the way the body moves is very ex-
pressive, very contemporary.”

King is the artistic director of San
Francisco’s LINES Ballet and has
created ballets for more than 50 com-
panies including the Joffrey Ballet,
Dance Theatre of Harlem, Frankfurt
Ballet, Washington Ballet and Hong
Kong Ballet. He has also choreo-
graphed works for prima ballerina
Natalia Makarova and for actor
Patrick Swayze’s 2001 film “Without
a Word.” 

With talents like King and Dia-
mond behind the scenes and talents
like Gilchrest and Sands on stage, it’s
clear that North Carolina Dance The-
atre’s two premieres at Brooklyn
Center are one of the important,
must-see events in New York City’s
2002-2003 dance season.

Dance of
‘Desire’
Choreographer Diamond
stages Tennessee Williams’
‘Streetcar’ at BCBC

Stellahhh!!: Stanley and Stella in North Carolina Dance Theatre’s production of “A Streetcar Named Desire.”

Brooklyn Center for the Performing
Arts at Brooklyn College presents the
North Carolina Dance Theatre’s pro-
duction of “A Streetcar Named
Desire” and Alonzo King’s “Chants” on
March 2 at 2 pm at the Walt Whitman
Theater, one block from the junction of
Nostrand and Flatbush avenues. Tick-
ets are $30. For more information, call
(718) 951-4500 or visit the Web site at
www.brooklyncenter.com.

DANCE
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WHERE TO compiled by
Susan Rosenthal

THURS, FEB 27
FILM: St. Francis College presents

“The Comedian.” Noon and 6
pm. 180 Remsen St. (718) 489-
5272. Free.

GARDEN WORKSHOP: Hortic-
ultural Society welcomes kids
and adults to a talk about
trees. Learn how to take care
of trees and plant a seed to
begin a tree of your own.
Supplies provided. 3 to 4:30
pm. Brooklyn Public Library,
Pacific branch, 25 Fourth Ave.
(212) 757-0915, ext. 107. Free.

BAMCINEMATEK: the film series,
“The Baron of Blood: Mario
Bava.” Today, “Black
Sunday”(1961). $10. 4:30, 6:50
and 9:30 pm. Cinemachat with
film critic Elliott Stein after 6:50
pm screening. 30 Lafayette
Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

TRANSIT WORKSHOP: New York
Transit Museum hosts a walking
tour “The Coney Island Yard.”
$20, $15 members. 6 pm. Call
for meeting location and reser-
vations. (718) 694-5139. 

BARNES AND NOBLE: Poetry
night hosted by the Brooklyn
Poet Laureate and the Borough
President’s office. 6:30 pm. 267
Seventh Ave. (718) 832-9066.
Free.

VIDEO: Community Bookstore
hosts “Brothers and Others,” a
video about detainees and the
war on terror. 6:45 to 8:45 pm.
143 Seventh Ave. (718) 768-
7306. Free.

MEETING: Brooklyn Heights
Association’s annual meeting fea-
tures keynote speaker, Diana
Lam, deputy chancellor of the
Department of Education. Her
topic: “Creating a Better Future
for Public Schools.” Refreshments
follow. 7 pm. Grace Church, 254
Hicks St. (718) 858-9193. Free.

MEETING: Atlantic Avenue
Betterment Association to dis-
cuss development of Atlantic/
Smith parking lot and the results
of marketing study. Also, will
accept nominations for AABA
officers. 7 pm. Belorusian
Orthodox Church, 401 Atlantic
Ave. (718) 852-7418. Free.

MEETING: State Sen. Martin Golden
and the Chinese American
Partnership will host an Asian-
American Law Enforcement
town hall meeting to establish
better communications
between the Asian community
and local law enforcement. 7:30
pm. New Utrecht High School,
1601 80th St. (718) 238-6044. 

BRIC STUDIO: hosts Short Cuts, a
tribute to the shortest month
of the year. Evening features a
series of quick plays, mono-
logues and performance art,
each lasting seven minutes or
less. $10, $8 students. 7:30 pm.
647 Fulton St. (718) 855-7882. 

BODY TALK: Park Slope Food
Co-op hosts a talk on a
method to enable the body to
heal from a variety of mental,
emotional and physical imbal-
ances. 7:30 pm. 782 Union St.
(718) 622-0560. Free.

BOATING SAFETY: United States
Coast Guard Auxiliary offers a
10-week course. Learn all
aspects of safe boating. 7:30
pm. Floyd Bennett Field, Ryan
Center. Call for fee information.
(718) 238-9187. 

MEETING: Concerned Citizens of
Bensonhurst meet. 7:30 pm. St.

Finbar Center, Bath Avenue and
Bay 20th Street. (718) 256-6471. 

SOUTHPAW: Album release party
features music with The Last
Town Chorus. $8. 8 pm. 125
Fifth Ave. (718) 230-0236.

BAM: “Uncle Vanya.” 7:30 pm.
See Sat., March 1.

FRI, FEB 28
PROSPECT PARK NESTLINGS:

Kids, ages 3 to 5, are invited to
a program of storytelling,
music and crafts. 2 to 3 pm.
Audubon Center, Prospect
Park. (718) 287-3400. Free.

EXHIBIT: Reception for paintings
by Joseph Adolphe. 6 to 9 pm.
Object Image Gallery, 91 Fifth
Ave. (718) 623-2434. Free.

DISCUSSION: Svetlana Mintcheva
of Arts Advocacy Project leads
a talk, “Blocked: Self Censor-
ship and the Limits of the First
Amendment.” 6:30 pm. Pete’s
Candy Store, 709 Lorimer St.
(718) 302-3770. Free.

BAMCINEMATEK: Favorites series:
“Faust” (1926). $10. 7 pm. Live
piano accompaniment by
Donald Sosin. 30 Lafayette
Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

SABBATH SERVICE: Park Slope
Jewish Center hosts a family
service. Potluck dinner follows.
Bring a small rhythm instru-
ment and a potluck offering.
6:30 pm. Eighth Avenue and
14th Street. (718) 768-1453. 

BOXING: Gleason’s Gym white
collar boxing show. $15. 7:30
pm. 83 Front St. (718) 797-2872.

JAZZ: Pianist Charles Sibirsky
plays to benefit Coalition for
the Homeless. $10. 7:30 pm.
Old First Church, 729 Carroll
St. (718) 965-0960.

FIRST WEEKEND: Brooklyn Arts
Exchange. 8 pm. See Sat. March 1.

BAM: “Uncle Vanya.” 7:30 pm.
See Sat., March 1.

GALLERY PLAYERS: presents “The
Beauty Queen of Leenane.” 8
pm. See Sat., March 1.

CONCERT READING: Excerpts of
“The Bridge of San Luis Rey.” 8
pm. See Sat., March 1. 

WORK-IN-PROGRESS: American
Opera Projects presents con-
cert readings. 8 pm. See Sat.,
March 1. 

SAT, MARCH 1

PERFORMANCES
CHAMBER MUSIC: Brooklyn Sym-

phony Orchestra performs. 3
pm. Brooklyn Public Library, Brook-
lyn Heights branch, 280 Cadman
Plaza West. (718) 623-7100.

BAM: Brooklyn Academy of Music
presents Chekhov’s “Uncle
Vanya.” $75, $55, $30. 2 pm.
Also, Donmar Warehouse’s
performance of Shakespeare’s
“Twelfth Night.” $75, $55, $30.
7:30 pm. Harvey Theater, 651
Fulton St. (718) 636-4111. 

PUNK TEMPLE: Performances by
Retisonic with Breaking Pan-
gaea, Etcetera, Brazil and Punk
Temple. $8. 5 pm. 2166 Benson
Ave. www.punktemple.com

GALLERY PLAYERS: “The Beauty
Queen of Leenane.” $15, chil-
dren and seniors $12. 8 pm.
199 14th St. (718) 595-0547. 

JAZZ: The Sean Smith Quartet
plays. $15 includes wine. 9 pm
and 11:30 pm. 119 Vanderbilt
Ave. (718) 855-1981. 

FIRST WEEKEND: at Brooklyn Arts
Exchange. Space grant artists
perform. $15 to $8. 8 pm. 421
Fifth Ave. (718) 832-0018.

CONCERT READING: American
Opera Projects presents a
reading of excerpts of “The
Bridge of San Luis Rey.” $20,
$15 students and seniors. 8
pm. 138 S. Oxford St. (718)
398-4024. 

COMEDY: Brooklyn Brew-Ha-Ha
at East End Ensemble. $5. One
drink minimum. 9 pm. 273
Smith St. (718) 624-8878.

CHILDREN
RIDDIMATHON: Brooklyn

Academy of Music presents
percussionist David Pleasant
and his trio. Singing, dancing
and more. $3. 10:30 am. 30
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100.

WATERLOO BRIDGE THEATER:
presents improvised show “The
Teddybearbaiters.” $2 for kids
and $7 for adults. 11 am. 190
Underhill Ave. (212) 502-0796.

BROOKLYN MUSEUM: Kids are
invited to “Arty Facts: A Long
Time Ago.” $6, free for kids 12
and under. 11 am and 2 pm.

200 Eastern Parkway. (718)
638-5000.

SELF DEFENSE: Center for Anti-
Violence Education invites girls,
ages 14 to 19, to a self-defense
course. 421 Fifth Ave. (718)
788-1775. Free.

PUPPETWORKS: “The Prince and
The Magic Flute.” $6, $7
adults. 12:30 and 2:30 pm. 338
Sixth Ave. (718) 965-3391. 

BROOKLYN CHILDREN’S MUSE-
UM: Totally Tools explains nuts,
bolts and gears. $4 admission,
free for members. 1 to 4 pm.
145 Brooklyn Ave. (718) 735-
4400.

OTHER
SALE: at St. Thomas Aquinas

Church. 9 am to 5 pm. 1550
Hendrickson St. (718) 253-
4404.

HEALING TOUCH: Learn
Ohashiatsu. 2:30 pm. 211
Smith St. (917) 783-1628. Free.

FILM SERIES: Brooklyn Public
Library, Central branch, cele-
brates Women’s History Month
with a screening of “The Story
of Qiu Ju.” Film in Mandarin
with English subtitles. 2 pm.

Grand Army Plaza. (718) 230-
2100. Free.

FIRST SATURDAY: Brooklyn
Museum of Art celebrates
Mardi Gras during its monthly
event. Evening includes a cos-
tume contest with prizes, a raf-
fle, free Brazilian dance lessons,
performances, movies, gallery
tours and more. Highlights
include music with Jeff Newell’s
New-Trad Octet, a family pro-
gram of Hands-On Art and
Ogans will play Afro-Brazilian
Carnival music. 5 to 11 pm. 200
Eastern Parkway. (718) 638-
5000. Free.

RECEPTION: Micro Museum
hosts a reception for its exhibit
“Fertile Ground.” 6 to 9 pm.
123 Smith St. (718) 797-3115.
Free.

BAMCINEMATEK: Kids Film
Festival features films from 14
countries. Today: “The Living
Forest” (2001). 11:40 am. Also,
“Minoes” (2001). Noon. $10, $6
for children 13 and under. 30
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

SQUARE DANCE: at Plymouth
Church. Call for information. 75
Hicks St. (718) 624-4743. 

SUN, MARCH 2

PERFORMANCES
BCBC: Brooklyn Center for the

Performing Arts presents the
North Carolina Dance Theater
in “A Streetcar Named Desire.”
$30. 2 pm. Walt Whitman
Theater at Brooklyn College,
one block from the intersection
of Flatbush and Nostrand
avenues. (718) 951-4500.

PIANO MUSIC: Brooklyn Public
Library, Central branch, hosts a
concert featuring pianist-com-
poser-lyricist-singer Sheryll
Anne. 2 pm. Grand Army
Plaza. (718) 230-2100. Free.

GALLERY PLAYERS: presents
“The Beauty Queen of Lee-
nane.” 3 pm. See Sat., March 1.

OPERA: One World Symphony
stages Purcell’s opera, “Dido and
Aeneas.”Also, world premiere of
Margarita Zelenaia’s “Mother’s
Lamentation.” $20, $10 stu-
dents. 4 pm. St. Ann’s and the
Holy Trinity, Montague and
Clinton streets. (917) 576-9983.

CHILDREN
SEA STORIES: New York Aquarium

hosts storyteller Lu Ann Adams
for a day of marine-life tales.
Recommended for children ages
3 to 7. $11, $7 seniors and chil-
dren. 12:30, 1:30 and 2:30 pm.
West Eighth Street and Surf
Avenue. (718) 265-FISH.

PUPPETWORKS: “The Prince and
The Magic Flute.” 12:30 and
2:30 pm. See Sat., March 1. 

BAMCINEMATEK: Kids Film Festival
continues. Films throughout the
day suitable for various ages; call
for schedule. $10, $6 children 13
and under. 30 Lafayette Ave.
(718) 636-4100.

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
WALKING TOUR: Learn about

the early inhabitants of Gerritsen
Beach on a Gerritsen Mill Hike.
Dress warm and wear comfort-
able shoes. Salt Marsh Nature
Center, 3302 Ave. U at East
33rd Street. 11 am. (718) 421-
2021. Free.

OTHER
ADULT ED: Union Temple hosts a

series “One People, Two
Worlds.” 10 am. 17 Eastern
Parkway. (718) 638-7600. Free.

SUNDAYS AT SUNNY’S: Published
authors read. $3. 3 pm. 253
Conover St. (718) 625-8211.

SUPPORT: Brooklyn C hapter
Laryngectomee Group meets.
2 pm. St. Athanasius Convent,
Bay Parkway and 60th Street.
(718) 837-3058. 

DINNER DANCE: St. Finbar hosts
its annual event. 5 pm. El
Caribe Country Club, 5945
Strickland Ave. Call for ticket
information. (718) 236-3312. 

SUPPORT: New York Methodist
Hospital offers a bereavement
group. Weekly through Sunday,
April 13. 7 pm. 506 Sixth St.
(718) 788-4991. Free.

READING SERIES: Barbes Bar
hosts an evening of poetry. 6
pm. 376 Ninth St. (718) 965-
9177. Free.

MON, MARCH 3
BAMCINEMATEK: presents series

“The Baron of Blood: Mario
Bava.” Today: “Five Dolls For
An August Moon”(1970). $10.
4:30, 6:50 and 9:30 pm. 30
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

FILM: Brooklyn Public Library,
Central branch, presents “The
Price of the Ticket,” about the

South
Side

Go beyond the trendy
cafes, clubs and boutiques
of Williamsburg, and meet
the other, struggling resi-
dents of the burgeoning
neighborhood in an exhibi-
tion of 51 black-and-white
photographs by Regina
Montfort, titled “Beyond
Grand Street, Brooklyn,
NY.” The exhibit will open

at the Brooklyn Public Library’s Central Library at
Grand Army Plaza on March 5 with a reception from
6:30 pm to 8 pm in the Trustees Room.

Montfort spent seven years photographing the lives
of Puerto Rican and Dominican teenagers in Williams-
burg’s South Side barrio. “Betty” (Lindsay Park Houses,
2000) is pictured above. The exhibit will remain on dis-
play in the Grand Lobby through April 27. For more in-
formation, call (718) 230-2100 or visit the Web site at
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org.

372 Fulton St. (off Jay St.)     (718) 875-5181
DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN

Complimentary Valet Parking • www.gageandtollner.com

Gage & Tollner
Brooklyn’s Famous Landmark Restaurant (Established 1879)

Proudly Serving Patrons Under
The Gas-Lit Chandeliers for The Past 123 Years

Have an
Unforgettable Evening

with our

* * * * * * *
Tuna Tartar
Appetizer

Tartar of Freshly Marinated
Sushi-Quality Tuna;

Layered with Sesame-Seed
Toasted Phyllo Chips;

Served with a Sauce of Ginger,
Rice Vinegar & Crème Fraîche.

* * * * * * *

345 Court Street (at Union Street) 718-852-5015
Open 7 days for lunch and dinner • Free Valet Parking • 

Visit our website www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

Marco Polo
R I S T O R A N T E

Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn

Classic, Elegant Italian Cuisine
Still one of the best restaurants in Brooklyn!

• Banquet Room Available for Holiday Parties

• Enclosed Sidewalk Cafe • Full Mahogany Bar

• Live Piano - Wed, Fri & Sat eves • Fine Wine List

Tax Free Discount Cigarettes
Cartons start at just $11

All major brands plus many value brands.
Full line of chew, cigars, snuff and pipe tobacco.

Call Toll Free 1-877-234-2447
Or visit our website at:

www.senecasmokes.com

SENECA SMOKES

W47

TAX FREE CIGARETTES
Huge Savings!

Order On-Line Now At
www.cal-mar-enterprise.com

Or Call Toll Free

1-877-945-0862
Marlboro At Special Price

While Supplies Lasts

1-877-945-0862

CIGARETTES
EXTRA SPECIALS

FREE SHIPPING With 3 or More Carton Order

www.wolfpacktobacco.com

Value Brands
Starting at $11.99/Carton

Marlboro, Parliaments, Virginia Slims – $26.49
Basic - $23.49 • Newport - $24.99 • Kool, Salem - $24.49

Great Deals!
Great Service!

1-800-316-7636

Over 2,500 people
visited SmallTown Brooklyn
last month...

We must be doing
something right!

SmallTownBrooklyn.com

Lisa&Bob@SmallTownBrooklyn.com
(718) 222-8209
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By Lisa J. Curtis
The Brooklyn Papers 

If you thought Italian food was
spaghetti and meatballs or chicken
parmigiana, Grappa Cafe owners

Luca and Robert Caravello want to
give you a culinary lesson — every
week.

Chef Luca and his brother Robert
have been serving top-notch, innova-
tive Italian cuisine for two and a half
years at their restaurant on Court Street
in Downtown Brooklyn, but next week
they will put a new spin on their menu. 

Beginning March 4, the Brothers
Caravello invite you to sample Italian
cuisine, one region at a time. Every
Tuesday, Grappa will offer a new prix
fixe menu featuring the flavors of a dif-
ferent Italian region. (Of course, those
enamored of the current menu can con-
tinue to order a la carte on Tuesdays,
also.)

Grappa is not just the name of the
restaurant. The Italian brandy, distilled
from the pomace of grapes, is also an
ingredient in a few of the dishes. In
fact, there is even grappa in Chef
Luca’s tiramisu.

Luca gave GO Brooklyn an early
sampling of his planned Piemonte
menu, which will kick off the tour of
Italy. 

He plans to open with farfalle di
Grappa, a half-order of farfalle pasta in
a rich, four-cheese sauce. Topped with
generous shavings of Parmesan and
sprinkled with cubed tomatoes and
parsley, the pretty dish of bow-tie pasta
sings with the blend of Gorgonzola,
provolone, fontina and Parmesan
cheeses.

The cheeses are first marinated in a
sweet grappa, said Luca. Just a hint of
the grappa stays in the dish, pleasantly
thinning the heavy, Gorgonzola-domi-
nated sauce.

For an entree, Luca will serve a light,
buttery codfish, snuggled against vi-
brantly yellow lemon wedges. (Luca
said there might be a second entree
from which to choose on the Piemonte
menu.) 

His square of codfish hangs above a
vast pool of lemony, white wine and
caper emulsion. But the thrill of that

entree was the best broccoli rabe I have
ever tasted.

In fact, I didn’t recognize it when it
was served.

Luca laughingly explained that the
way to tell if the rabe is prepared cor-
rectly is if its florets are intact. (He pre-
serves his by first blanching the veg-
etable and then sauteing it.) In many
Italian restaurants, the broccoli rabe is
so utterly drowned in oil and garlic that
the flavor of the vegetable is indis-
cernible. Not at Grappa. The broccoli
rabe is a brilliant green tangle of florets,
and it is delicious.

Luca was trained at Manhattan’s
French Culinary Institute and this train-
ing means that Grappa’s offerings have
all of the wonderfully fresh, clean fla-
vors of Italy aside pools of rich, creamy
French-style sauces that make your toes
curl.

The chef explained that the codfish
sauce is made with a generous amount
of white wine, and that is typical of
Piemonte, a wine-producing region

nestled at the foot of the Alpine ranges. 
“In Lombardia they use a lot of

fontina,” said Luca. “They put it in
everything — they stuff veal with
fontina.” So loosen your belts, Brook-
lyn, because the fontina will be the in-
spired ingredient of an upcoming
menu, and as the weather warms and
tomatoes ripen, the chef will explore
the dishes of Si-
cilia.

“We’ll cook
with figs in late
summer,” he said,
admitting that he
harvests Grappa’s
figs from his
dad’s backyard in
Dyker Heights.
“They are huge
and sweet as can
be. At least there,
we know where our figs are coming
from. It ensures there are no pesticides
or anything like that.

“I wish he had a bigger backyard
and we could get all our vegetables
there!” 

All of the desserts are made at Grap-
pa, because Luca said he wants control
over everything, including the love
that’s put into his dishes, but he has not
yet decided which happy ending to ap-

ply to the Piemonte menu.
Regardless of which regions they

typify, Grappa’s torta ciocolatta, a
chocolate cake with a warm, choco-
late-pudding center served with a
creamy, French vanilla ice cream is in-
deed transporting, and his mocha-fla-
vored tiramisu di Grappa was perfect-
ly airy and creamy, with a slight hint

of grappa. Both
desserts were gen-
erously surround-
ed with chocolate
and caramel sauces,
and both would be
a fitting finale to a
meal — on any
day of the week.

Another reason
to visit: Grappa’s
service, overseen
by Robert and sis-

ter Sarina, the maitre d’, is gracious and
unpretentious.

As comforting — and sexy — as the
Caravellos’ rich, flavorful menu, is the
candlelit dining room with its exposed
brick walls, cozy banquettes and terra
cotta tile floors. The family is as pas-
sionate about food as they are about
Italy, and the heady combination will
have diners returning every Tuesday to
fall in love over and over again.

The tour guide: Grappa chef Luca Caravello (at left) is offering a new,  prix-
fixe menu representing a different region in Italy every Tuesday. (Above)
Luca’s inspired version of the traditional cold antipasto platter, “Napoleone
di verdura.” The appetizer consists of stacked grilled vegetables, served with
mixed greens and goat cheese. The tower is surrounded by drizzled basil oil
and dollops of roasted tomato vinaigrette. The Brooklyn Papers / Greg Mango

Grappa Cafe Bar & Restaurant is lo-
cated at 112 Court St. at State Street.
Grappa accepts American Express, Mas-
terCard and Visa. Entree range: $15.50-
$21 or $35 for three-course, prix-fixe re-
gional menu served every Tuesday
beginning March 4. For more informa-
tion, call (718) 237-4024, or visit the
Web site at www.grappacafe.com.

DINING

life of James Baldwin. 6 pm.
Grand Army Plaza. (718) 230-
2100. Free.

KABBALAH: Congregation Mount
Sinai hosts a six-week course
for beginners. $35, $25 mem-
bers. 7 to 8:15 pm. 250 Cadman
Plaza West. (718) 875-9124. 

LECTURE: Congregation B’nai
Avraham hosts a series on
Medical Ethics. Topic: “Artificial
Insemination and In-Vitro
Fertilization.” 8 pm. 117 Remsen
St. (718) 802-1827. Free.

ABOVE THE RIGHT BANK: One
A.M. Radio and the Friendly
Bears play music. $5. 8 pm.
409 Kent Ave. (718) 388-3929.

TUES, MARCH 4
MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY: Bay

Ridge Dyker Bensonhurst
Secondary Responders hosts a
class “Disaster Medical
Operations.” 7 pm. Victory
Memorial Hospital. Call for
information. (718) 567-1021. 

BAMCINEMATEK: presents “Men
With Jobs To Do: Budd
Boetticher.” Today: “Buchanan
Rides Alone”(1958). $10. 4:30,
6:50 and 9:30 pm. 30 Lafayette
Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

DINNER MEETING: Columbian
Lawyers Association of
Brooklyn hosts a meeting and
presents topic “Ethics and
Professional Responsibility: The
Attorney Disciplinary process
and Common Areas of Concern.”
6 pm. Rex Manor, 1100 60th
St. Call. (718) 875-0158.

ASTROLOGY TALK: Park Slope
Food Co-op hosts a talk “Fate
versus Free Will.” Learn about

causality, planets, signs and
more. Bring your natal chart.
7:30 pm. 782 Union St. (718)
622-0560. Free.

BARNES AND NOBLE: Cecily Von
Ziegesar talks about her book
“Gossip Girls: All I Want is Every-
thing.” 7:30 pm. 267 Seventh
Ave. (718) 832-9066. Free.

GALAPAGOS ART: presents Talea
Quartet. $8. 8 pm. 70 North
Sixth St. (718) 782-5188.

BAM: “Twelfth Night.” 7:30 pm.
See Sat., March 8.

WEDS, MARCH 5
BUSINESS TALK: Boricua College

and Brooklyn Economic Develop-
ment discuss “Obtaining
Licenses and Permits Required
to Open or Expand a Business.”
11 am to 1 pm. 175 Remsen
St. (718) 963-4112. Free.

SEMINAR: Congregation Mount
Sinai hosts a six-week course
on “The Good Life.” Learn how
to cope with adversities. 6:30
to 8 pm. 250 Cadman Plaza
West. (718) 875-9124. Free.

RECEPTION: Opening reception
for photojournalist Regina
Monfort and her exhibit of
black-and-white photographs
titled “Beyond Grand Street.”
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Public
Library Central Branch, Grand
Army Plaza, Trustees Room.
(718) 230-2100. Free.

BOOK TALK: Union Center for
Women hosts a discussion of
M.A. Harper’s novel, “The Worst
Day of My Life, So Far.” $15, $8
members. 7 to 9 pm. Call for
location. (718) 748-7708.

BARBES BAR: Church of Betty’s

Chris Rael is host of cabaret
program. Tonight’s performers
include Penny Arcade, Ed
Pastorini and Church of Betty
Duo. No cover. 8 pm. 376
Ninth St. (718) 965-9177.

LOW BAR: Music with Elgin Duo.
10 pm. No cover. 81 Washing-
ton St. (718) 222-1LOW. 

BAM: “Twelfth Night.” 7:30 pm.
See Sat., March 8.

THURS, MARCH 6
BAMCINEMATEK: presents

“Spike Lee’s Brooklyn.” Today:
“Jungle Fever” (1996). $10.
4:30, 6:50 and 9:30 pm. 30
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

PEACE VIGIL: Informational
leafletting; bring your poster, or
help hand out other informa-
tion. Flatbush and Seventh
avenues. 5:30 to 7 pm. (718)
768-3202. 

RECEPTION: Micro Museum pres-
ents mixed media art work by
Juliette Pelletier. 6 to 9 pm. 123
Smith St. (718) 797-3116. Free.

SALON SERIES: Brooklyn Young
Filmmakers series “Cultural
Ignorance, Not Just Black and
White.” Today: “That Woman
Thing.” $5. 6 to 8:30 pm. Spike
Lee Screening Room, LIU, Flat-
bush Avenue Extension and
DeKalb Avenue. (718) 852-
9342. 

LIBRARY EVENT: Brooklyn Public
Library, Central branch, hosts
“Women Poets Speak Their
Minds” series. Today: Barbara
Elovic, Wendy Bilton and Mary
Louise Mooney from works of

famous American women
poets. 6:30 pm. Grand Army
Plaza. (718) 230-2100. Free.

MEETING: Park Slope Civic
Council. 7 pm. New York
Methodist Hospital, room
4ABC. Sixth Street and Seventh
Avenue. (718) 832-8227.

OPENING NIGHT: “Feast,” by J
Mandle Performance, presents
interdisciplinary work involving
movement, sound and visual
design of costume, lighting and
architecture. $10. 7 to 10 pm.
18 Main St. (718) 246-7440. 

BARNES AND NOBLE: Authors
Heather Dune Macadam and T.
Cooper read from their works.
7 pm. 106 Court St. (718) 246-
4996. Free.

BROWNSTONE BOOKS: Nikki
Giovanni talks about her book
“Quilting the Black-Eyed Pea.”
7:30 pm. 1368 Fulton St. (718)
953-7328. Free.

FOOD CLASS: Park Slope Food
Co-op hosts a kitchen class. $4
materials charge. 7:30 pm. 782
Union St. (718) 622-0560. 

BAM: “Twelfth Night.” 7:30 pm.
See Sat., March 8.

GALLERY PLAYERS: presents “The
Beauty Queen of Leenane.” 8
pm. See Sat., March 8.

FRI, MARCH 7
BAMCINEMATEK: presents “Spike

Lee’s Brooklyn.” Today: “She’s
Gotta Have It”(1986). $10. 4:30,
6:50 and 9:10 pm. 30 Lafayette
Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

RECEPTION: St. Francis College

exhibit by Joseph Scalia
“Watercolors From Another
Life.” 5 to 7 pm. 180 Remsen
St. (718) 489-5272. Free.

TRANCE DANCE: Thrive Week-
end hosts a raw and live food
and Shamanic Trancedance
event. Weekend begins at 6
pm and continues through
Sunday evening. 778 Bergen
St. Call. (718) 857-6900. 

SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA:
Several local synagogues are
joining approximately 750 na-
tionwide taking part in this
event which invites practicing
and non-practicing Jews to ex-
perience a traditional Shabbat
service and meal. At Union
Temple, 17 Eastern Parkway:
$20, $12 kids 5 to 12. 6:15 pm.
(718) 638-3649. At Park Slope
Jewish Center, Eighth Avenue
at 14th Street: $18 adults, $5
children under 13. (718) 768-
1453. At Shaare Torah Jewish
Center, 500 Church Ave: $15,
$7.50 children. 5:30 pm. (718)
871-5200. 

MOVIE NIGHT: Plymouth Church
dinner and the movie, “Seven.”
6:30 pm. 75 Hicks St. Call for
information. (718) 624-4743. 

RECEPTION: YWCA presents the
artists featured in the exhibit
“Lace(d).” 6 to 8 pm. 30 Third
Ave. (718) 875-1190. 

POETRY READING: Travis Hite
reads from his books of poetry.
7 pm. Refreshments served.
The Montauk Club, 25 Eighth
Ave. (718) 638-0800. Free.

PERFORMANCE: Regina Pacis
Church presents “The Passion
of Jesus,” an original composi-
tion and live re-enactment. 8
pm. 65th Street and 12th
Avenue. (212) 354-5392. Free.

SNOOKY’S BAR: In honor of
Women’s History Month,
Snooky’s hosts an evening of
comedy. $18 includes two
drinks. 9:30 pm. 140 Seventh
Ave. (718) 675-1776.

NORTH SIX CAFE: Kadane Brothers
with Clint Conley and Sterobate.
$10. Call for time. 66 North
Sixth St. (718) 599-5103. 

GALLERY PLAYERS: “The Beauty
Queen of Leenane.” 8 pm. See
Sat., March 8.

BAM: “Twelfth Night.” 7:30 pm.
See Sat., March 8.

HEIGHTS PLAYERS: “I Remember
Mama.” 8 pm. See Sat., March 8.

BARBES BAR: Citigrass performs.
No cover. 8 pm. 376 Ninth St.
(718) 965-9177.

SAT, MARCH 8

PERFORMANCES
KLEZMER MUSIC: Temple Beth

Ahavath Sholom. $23. 7:30 pm.
2166 Benson Ave. and Bay
Parkway. (718) 372-0933.

GALLERY PLAYERS: “The Beauty
Queen of Leenane.” $15, $12
children and seniors. 8 pm. 199
14th St. (718) 595-0547. 

BAM: Brooklyn Academy of Music
presents Chekhov’s “Uncle
Vanya.” $75, $55, $30. 7:30
pm. Also, Donmar Warehouse’s
performance of Shakespeare’s
“Twelfth Night.” $75, $55, $30.
2 pm. Harvey Theater, 651
Fulton St. (718) 636-4111. 

JAZZ: Brooklyn Conservatory of
Music presents saxophonist
Benny Golson. $20, $15 stu-
dents and seniors. 8 pm. 58
Seventh Ave. (718) 622-3300.

HEIGHTS PLAYERS: family drama
“I Remember Mama.” $10, $8
seniors and children. 8 pm. 26
Willow Place. (718) 237-2752.

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Where to GO, please give us as much notice as
possible. Send your listing by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn
Papers, 26 Court St., Ste. 506, Brooklyn, NY 11242; or by fax: (718)
834-9278. Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We
regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

Authentic
Asian Cooking

Chef George Wong
• Graduated with honors, Art Institute of NY
• Member of the American Culinary Federation

– WE DELIVER –
Bay Ridge / Dyker Heights

8405 5th Avenue • BAY RIDGE
(718) 238-1300

15% OFF EVERY CHECK
Brooklyn’s TOP RATED
Chinese Restaurant

casual dining

Municipal Parking
around the corner 

dine in only
w/mention of ad

Michael’s RESTAURANT

2929 Avenue R (at Nostrand Ave.) • (718) 998-7851
www.michaelsofbrooklyn.com • 

Elegantly Casual – Not Stuffy
Serving your Family & Friends since 1964.

Parties for up to 200
-----

Enjoy piano music nightly
-----

Park in our private lot
-----

Pastry & Espresso?
Visit our

Pastry Shoppe

How Can Spirituality
Enhance Relationships?

Wednesday, March 5, 8-10 pm
$20 ($15, members) Credit cards accepted. Checks payable to CBA

Congregation B’nai Avraham
117 Remsen St. bet. Clinton & Henry Sreets

Reservations strongly advised

For further information please contact
Simcha Weinstein (718) 596-4840 Ext. 15

B’H

The Jewish Executive Learning Annex Presents

An Audience
withJohn Gray

Author of ‘Men are from
Mars, Women are

from Venus’
with opening remarks by Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin

John Gray, Ph.D. is the best-
selling relationship author of
all time. His phenomenal book
has sold more than 15 million
copies and is a best-seller in
40 different languages
throughout the world. 
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NYC premiere!

North Carolina Dance Theatre
A Streetcar Named Desire
SUN • MAR 2, 2003 • 2PM

sponsored by 
Tickets: $30

Crazy for You
SUN • MAR 9, 2003 • 2PM

sponsored by 
Tickets: $40

Maurice Sendak’s

Little Bear - Live On Stage!
Little Bear and the Enchanted Wood
SUN • MAR 16, 2003 • 2PM

sponsored by  and 
Ages 4 - 11 • Tickets: $15

NYC debut!

The Lydian Singers
with David Rudder
SAT • MAR 22, 2003 • 8PM

sponsored by 
Tickets: $40

Boris Godounov
Teatro Lirico D’Europa
SUN • MAR 30, 2003 • 2PM

sponsored by 
Tickets: $30

CORRECTION
The story headlined “Art of War” in the Feb. 17 GO Brooklyn,

contained a misspelling of dancer Allison Day’s name.
In the Feb. 24 Spa Directory, an incorrect telephone number was

listed for the Irene Dinov spa at 78 Clark St. in Brooklyn Heights.
The correct number is (718) 522-1222.

GO Brooklyn regrets the errors.

Boot camp
Grappa Cafe offers diners
a taste of a different Italian
region every Tuesday
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Brooklyn, Spike Lee’s home, has starred in his
movies from the start.

And the BAMCinematek will show us a slice of
his unabashed boosterism in its weekend series,
“Spike Lee’s Brooklyn,” which runs March 6
through March 9.

Nola Darling, the aptly named heroine of Lee’s
1986 debut feature, the refreshing, breezy romantic

comedy “She’s Got-
ta Have It” (March
7), leads the way
with her no-non-
sense attitude to-
wards the trio of
men she’s seeing
— including Lee in
his first hilarious
appearance as
Mars Blackmon. 

The borough
looks very differ-
ent in two other
series entries.
“Do the Right
Thing” (March
8, top right) ig-
nited a firestorm

of controversy in 1989
with its unflinching look at a volatile street corner
in Bed-Stuy on the hottest day of the summer, while
1991’s “Jungle Fever” (March 6, bottom right)
found racism rampant on both sides of an interracial
affair between Bensonhurst secretary Annabella
Sciorra and her boss Wesley Snipes.

To round out the slate, 1994’s little-seen “Crook-
lyn” (March 9) finds Lee looking at growing up in
the ’70s through only partly rose-colored glasses: at
turns sentimental and cynical — just look at the
movie’s title! — “Crooklyn” is nevertheless a paean
to the place that, love it or hate it, Spike Lee calls
home.

“Spike Lee’s Brooklyn” is at BAMCinematek (30
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort Greene)
March 6-9. Tickets are $10; $6 Cinema Club Mem-
bers, seniors and children under 12. For more infor-
mation, visit the Web site at www.bam.org or call
(718) 636-4100. — Kevin Filipski

Gotta
have it

WWW.BROOKLYNPAPERS.COMTHE BROOKLYN PAPERS

On March 7th, tens of th
ousands of Jews across

America will c
ome together to

 eat, drink, relax,

dance, enjoy, debate and celebrate at the 6th annual

SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA

Everyone is in
vited to participate in Park Slope’s own

Shabbat celebration, Friday, March 8, 6:30 pm at the

Park Slope Jewish Center. $18 for adults,$
5 for 

children under 13. Reservations re
quired. Please call

PSJ
C a

t 7
18/

768
-14

53.
 

PARK
SLOPE

JEWISH
CENTER

8th Avenue and 14th Street
B’klyn, NY 11215 718/768-1453

1-888-SHABBAT

Rachel Cohn,
Mariah Fredericks &
Cecily von Ziegesar

panel reading/discussion/signing
Tuesday, March 4th • 7:30 PM

267 Seventh Avenue at Sixth Street
Park Slope, Brooklyn • (718) 832-9066

Meet theWriters
at Barnes & Noble.

For more information on readings, discussions, and signings with your favorite authors, visit the Store &
Event Locator at www.bn.com. All events are subject to change, so please contact the store to confirm.

Get to know your favorite writers at 
Barnes & Noble.com (www.bn.com)

Gingerbread;
The True Meaning
of Cleavage;
Gossip Girl
Join authors Rachel Cohn,
Mariah Fredericks, and
Cecily von Ziegesar at this
special panel reading of
their novels for teens.

I’ve learned how to live 
with my diabetes.

“Thanks,
New York Methodist”

Diabetes Education* and Resource Center
You can enjoy a high quality of life with diabetes. A lot of people do, empowered
with the proper education and resources to achieve and maintain normal blood sugar
levels. Specialists at the new Diabetes Education and Resource Center at New York
Methodist Hospital are ready to provide the treatment and information that will help
you. For more information, or to make an appointment, give us a call.

Park Slope, Brooklyn • 718-246-8603 • www.nym.org

RELIGIOUS

SERVICES

PARK SLOPE
JEWISH CENTER

8th Avenue at 14th St.
Fri. nights 6:30 pm
Sat. mornings 10 am

Adult Ed e Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope’s Egalitarian,
Conservative Synagogue

768-1453 R32

Congregation
Kol Israel

Located in Prospect Heights
since 1924

603 St. Johns Place
bet. Classon & Franklin

638-6583
Rabbi Elkanah Schwartz

Fri. at Sunset • Sat. 10:30am
R41

Congregation
Mount Sinai

250 Cadman Plaza W.
Conservative/Egalitarian

A House for Prayer / A Home for People
718-875-9124

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm
Saturday Morning 10:00am

Rabbi Joseph Potasnik
R43

Union
Temple

Brooklyn’s Oldest Reform Congregation

17 Eastern Parkway
at Grand Army Plaza

Friday evenings 8:15 p.m.

Saturday mornings 10:30 a.m.

First Friday monthly 6:30 p.m.
followed by Pot-Luck Dinner

638-7600 R39

Congregation
B’nai Jacob
Park Slope Synagogue

401 9th St. bet. 6/7 Aves
832-1266
965-9836

Rabbi Shimon Hecht
Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan

Shabbat Friday Evenings
Shabbat Sat. AM: 9:30

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS
www.parkslopeshul.org

R34

You are always welcome
Friday Evenings
Kabbalat Shabbat 6:45 p.m.
First Friday service followed
by Pot Luck supper 6:00 p.m.
Regular Service 8:15 p.m.

Saturday Mornings
Torah study 9:00 a.m.
Services 10:30 a.m.

Brooklyn’s Largest
Reform Congregation

Eighth Avenue and Garfield Place

PARK SLOPE
768-3814 R41

supporting role.
But the play gets off to a

slow and shaky start, mostly
because it’s not clear just how
pernicious the mother-daugh-
ter relationship really is. Ke-
nan sometimes unwisely
trades a powerful punch for a
comedic punch line. Her char-
acter does not seem nearly vi-
cious enough to merit her

daughter’s enmity or insanity.
Dunson seems to under-

stand her role. She is both dia-
bolical and at times diabolical-
ly funny, but she is far too
young and attractive to convey
the kind of despair a 40-year-
old virgin must feel.

What’s more, Todd M.
Reemtsma’s set — a meticu-
lously reproduced country
kitchen — is not quite mean
enough to communicate the
spiritual and physical poverty
of the Galway village in
which these people live.

Despite this
weak foundation of
the first act, howev-
er, Act II is riveting
drama. Burgoyne,
the angry and impa-
tient messenger,
provides tantalizing
suspense as he hesi-
tates between leav-
ing Pato’s letter
with Mag or waiting until Mau-
reen comes home and hand-de-
livering it as instructed. And
Kenan seems to have finally
found the vicious streak she

lacked in Act I.
“The Beauty Queen of

Leenane” is certainly not an
easy play to stage. Its combina-
tion of black humor, brutal real-

ity and whimsy is demanding
for not only the director and ac-
tors, but also the audience,
which finds itself trying to re-
main standing on shifting sands
from beginning to end.

The Gallery Players’ stag-
ing may not be entirely suc-
cessful, but it does have
enough powerful moments —
moments that are painful and
painfully funny, moments that
will have you on the edge of
your seat and jumping out of
your seat — to make it well
worth seeing.

The Gallery Players’ production of “The
Beauty Queen of Leenane” runs through
March 9, Thursdays through Saturdays at 8
pm, Sundays at 3 pm. Tickets are $15, $12
students and seniors. The Gallery Players
theater is located at 199 14th St. between
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park Slope. For
reservations, call (718) 595-0547.

THEATERBEAUTY...
Continued from page GO 1
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