
By Juliana Bunim
for The Brooklyn Paper

Could legendary Red Hook
booze baroness LeNell Smothers’s
new signature drink be a — gasp!
— Manhattan?

“Yes, I’m looking outside of Red
Hook — mostly in Lower Manhat-
tan,” said the owner of LeNell’s, Van
Brunt Street’s renowned bourbon and
wine shop.

Ever since Smothers told The
Brooklyn Paper last month that her
landlord is reclaiming the space, the
rumor mill has been churning over
where her esteemed LeNell’s Wine
and Spirit Boutique would end up.

But Smothers has had with all the
gossip, so she again turned to The
Brooklyn Paper to explain what is re-
ally happening with her store. As al-
ways, she served it straight up. 

“I’m sick and tired of the media
misstating what’s going on,” said
Smothers. “I’ve been bombarded by
press. One [outlet] even had the nerve
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two hours free parking
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www.ovenny.com

lunch  · dinner · take-out

DECISION ’08

By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

A diverse group that included Arab-
American activists and Jewish educators
rallied on the steps of the Department of Ed-
ucation on Monday to demand the reinstate-
ment of Debbie Almontaser to the helm of
the city’s first Arabic language and culture
academy.

The rally came less than two weeks after
Almontaser resigned amid an uproar over her
defense of a T-shirt bearing the slogan “Intifa-
da NYC,” and a Jewish, non-Arabic-speaking
educator was appointed in her place to run the
school, which is slated to begin its first school
year next month in a Dean Street middle- and
high-school building.

Almontaser, the founder of the Khalil

Gibran International Academy, had been quot-
ed in the New York Post earlier this month de-
fending the T-shirt on the grounds that the word
“intifada” literally translates as “shaking off.”

“Debbie should lead this school because
she founded it, and it’s her vision,” said Mona
Eldahry, founding director of Arab Women
Active in the Arts and Media (AWAAM), the
organization that sells the “Intifada NYC” T-
shirts and shares an office with another organ-
ization associated with Almontaser. Eldahry
was one of the organizers of the rally, which
drew close to 200 people.

“Debbie attempted to educate the public
about the word ‘intifada’ [by using] a defini-
tion you’ll find in any dictionary.”

Almontaser later condemned the use of “in-

STANDING FIRM
Amid protest, city backs Jewish
principal at new Arabic school

Citing high rents here, Hook merchant eyes Manhattan

A police officer stands at the Department of Education’s Manhattan headquarters,
where protesters rallied on Monday to demand the reinstatement of Khalil Gibran Acad-
emy principal Debbie Almontaser, who resigned under fire earlier this month.
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By Matthew Lysiak
The Brooklyn Paper

Federal disaster aid for residents of Bay Ridge who were
pummeled by the Aug. 8 tornado is being held up until Presi-
dent Bush, who is on vacation in Texas for the rest of the
month, decides whether he wants to release the funds.

Gov. Spitzer formally requested disaster relief from the Fed-

What the ’Nell is going on?

LeNell Smothers

The owner of LeNell’s, a Van Brunt Street wine and spirits shop know for its selection of bourbons and
its fountain, is considering a move to Manhattan when her lease is up.

Illinois Sen. Barack Obama at the Brooklyn Mar-
riott on Wednesday night — his second
fundraiser in the borough in a month.

to print that we are closing. We are
not closing down.”

Next summer, when her current
five-year lease expires, Smothers
must open a new store within 1,000
feet of her current store or she’ll lose
the chance to easily transfer her
liquor license to the future location.

“I live in Red Hook and want to
stay,” she said. But Smothers also

wants to open a bar in addition to the
liquor store, and is concerned that
Red Hook might not generate enough
heat. It’s not “Red Hot Red Hook”
like so many bulls—t articles would
have folks believe,” said Smothers.
“There’s just not that many services
around like banks and restaurants.”

And that could prose a problem for
a fledgling bar. 

But local residents are not ready
for LeNell to pack up her specialty
bourbons and bitters. In only four
years, her store has become a com-
munity favorite for its kitschy atmos-
phere, quality stock and service. 

“LeNell’s is a neighborhood jewel,”
said Georgia Kral, a neighbor. “LeNell
really makes you feel at home. It is lit-
erally like no other liquor store.”

But finding space is difficult in
Red Hook. Most available property
consists of “empty lots that owners
are sitting on, storefronts that have
people living in them or short-term
leases,” Smothers said. Other spots
are available, but either have “outra-

geous rent that’s not realistic for Red
Hook, or [are] on a side street with no
foot traffic.”

Manhattan might provide more foot
traffic, but it comes at a premium.

“Retail rent in lower Manhattan is
easily double that of Red Hook, espe-
cially for a liquor store,” said Soli-
taire Macfoy of Fillmore Real Estate
in Brooklyn Heights. 

And finding retail space that will
welcome a liquor store — even an up-
scale one — can be tricky. “It can be a
long process to find a space that is not
near schools, places of worship and
other liquor stores,” said Smothers.

For now, Smothers has a full
schedule of events planned for the
fall, including an Old Portrero rye
tasting, a fourth anniversary party and
the Brooklyn Bourbon festival.

LeNell’s Wine and Spirit Boutique
(416 Van Brunt St. between Coffey
and Van Dyke streets in Red Hook) is
open Monday–Saturday, noon–mid-
night, and Sunday from noon–9 pm.
For information, call (718) 360-0838.

See GIBRAN on page 12

By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

Barack Obama was John F.
Kennedy, Malcolm X and Martin
Luther King Jr. all rolled into one for
an overflow crowd of supporters at
the junior senator from Illinois’ first
official campaign stop in Brooklyn
on Wednesday night.

Standing before the emotional and
heterogeneous crowd at the Brooklyn
Marriott in Downtown, Obama gave a
charismatic stump speech, pacing the
stage and throwing red meat lines to a
hungry audience while touching on
the issues of the day: education (he
supports it), health care (he wants to
expand it), and the war in Iraq (he
wants American out of it).

By the end of his 40-minute rally-
ing-cry, Obama was engaging the

OBAMATHON
Barack raises bucks on Hill’s ‘turf’

crowd in a call-and-response chant,
“Are you fired up?” he yelled.

“Fired up!” yelled back the support-
ers, each of whom paid $25 to get in.

“Are you ready to go?” he yelled.
“Ready to go!” screamed the

crowd.
Many in the audience were down-

right starry-eyed, fanning themselves
with folded paper and rushing the
stage to get his autograph.

Elvia Alexander, of East Flatbush,
compared Obama’s charisma to that of
John F. Kennedy, who was 43 when he
was elected to the presidency, five
years younger than Obama would be
in 2008.

“When I think about him, I think

about Kennedy,” said Alexander. “I
think he will bring change to the
world.”

Gillian Charles, a Prospect Heights
resident, chose different historical
predecessors: Martin Luther King Jr.
and Malcolm X.

“He has charisma, he’s engaging,”
said Charles. “He has a voice, it’s
compelling, and people listen.”

Other supporters pointed to Oba-
ma’s background as one of the primary
reasons for their support of him over
other Democratic contenders.

Frank Alert, a black resident of
Bedford-Stuyvesant, said, “Obama is
someone who looks like me, who is
articulate, who has hope.”

Even so, Alert was skeptical that
someone who looks like him could get
elected.

Here’s the pitch
Brooklyn Paper ad sales rep Eric Ross shows off the
form that makes him a great ad rep during Brook-
lyn Paper Night at Keyspan Park on Aug. 16. The
first-place Cyclones won 7–1. For complete, Triple-
Threat Cyclones coverage, See Page 6.

FEMA to
B’Ridge:
Ask Bush

eral Emergency Management
Agency on Monday — and
called for swift action by the
federal bureaucracy.

FEMA inspectors did make
their own damage assessments
on Aug. 13 and sent a recom-
mendation to the president. But
the buck has stopped — and
apparently stalled — there, ac-
cording to FEMA spokes-
woman Barbara Lynch, who
said the rare tornado may not
have generated enough media
coverage to get the president’s
limited attention.

“Higher-profile cases seem
to move a lot faster,” said
Lynch. “This situation didn’t
get the media attention it war-
ranted.”

Lynch said agency inspectors were “just flabbergasted” by
the millions of dollars of damage caused by the tornado —

See BUSH on page 14

Gov. Spitzer
makes house
ads illegal
By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

Gov. Spitzer has signed a bill that would
make it illegal to leave menus and circulars
on people’s stoops — but the new law has
set off a messy situation of its own for
small business owners who depend on
such strategies to draw in customers.

The so-called Lawn Litter Bill will fine

“For me, it’s litter on my steps,” said Judy
Stanton, the executive director of the Brook-
lyn Heights Association, which already dis-
tributes its own placards asking merchants to
refrain from leaving ads on the stoop.

“It goes straight from my front door to my
recycling can,” continued Stanton. “And
sometimes I have to wash my hands because
there’s dirt on there.”

The litany of complaints about circulars
extends far beyond dirty hands. Residents
from Brooklyn Heights to Bensonhurst com-
plain of getting tickets for fliers that blow
onto their sidewalk, and many fear that while
they’re on vacation, piles of circulars make
their homes targets for burglars.

business owners be-
tween $250 and
$1,000 for dropping
delivery menus and
circulars on private
property if the owner
has posted a sign ex-
plicitly stating that no
such ads are allowed.
It passed both houses
of the legislature in
June and Spitzer signed
it into law on Monday.

Gov. Spitzer

See SPITZER on page 14

See OBAMAMANIA on page 14
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SAT, AUG 25

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
EARLY MORNING BIRDING: Discovery walk

through the Salt Marsh of Gerritsen Creek.
8 am. Salt Marsh Center, 3302 Ave. U. Call
311 and ask for the Urban Park Rangers.
Free.

LULLWATER EXPLORATION: Enjoy a boat tour
detailing Prospect Park’s aquatic habitat.
Binoculars provided. $10, $6 kids. Noon to
12:45 pm. Enter park at Lincoln Road and
Ocean Avenue. (718) 287-3400.

PEDAL BOATING: Cruise Brooklyn’s freshwater
lake in a pedal boat. $15 for one hour, plus
$10 refundable deposit. Noon to 6 pm. Enter
Prospect Park near the Parkside and Ocean
avenues entrance. www.prospectpark.org.

INTRODUCTION TO BIRDWATCHING: Dis-
cover more about the natural wonders and
fascinating feathered inhabitants of Brook-
lyn’s flagship Park. Noon to 1:30 pm.  For
more information go to prospectpark.org.
Free.

RAVINE HIKE: Urban Park Rangers take partici-
pants through the ravine. Walking tour
teaches how to identify the trees of Pros-
pect Park. Wear comfortable shoes and
bring water. 1 pm. Picnic House, behind the
Litchfield Villa off the East Drive, Prospect
Park. Call 311 and ask for the Urban Park
Rangers. Free.

TALES FROM THE CRYPT: Historic walking
tour explains sacrifices of the Prison ship
martyrs. 1 pm. Fort Greene Visitor Center,
near the Myrtle Avenue and Washington
Park entrances. Call 311 and ask for the
Urban Park Rangers. Free.

BIRDWATCHING CRUISE: Learn about the his-
tory of Prospect Park, from prehistoric times
to the present day, while touring one of
Prospect Park’s most scenic habitats. $10,
$6 kids. 1:15 pm to 2 pm. Enter park at
Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue. (718) 287-
3400. 

DISCOVER TOURS: Explore the secrets of na-
ture with teachers and naturalists from the
Prospect Park Audubon Center. 3 pm to 4
pm. Call for information. (718) 287-3400. Free.

PERFORMANCE
BARGEMUSIC: Brunch at noon features music

by Beethoven, Schumann, Bruch and Husa.
Wine, cookies, cheese and crackers served.
Concert at 1 pm. Call for ticket info. Also,
classical music concert featuring works by
Mahler, Grieg and Brahms. $40, $25 stu-
dents. 8 pm. Fulton Ferry Landing, Old Ful-
ton Street at the East River. (718) 624-2083.

SUMMER CONCERT: Fort Greenmarket sum-
mer concert series presents: “Steven Kroon
Latin Jazz Sextet.” 1 pm. Fort Greene Park,
Washington and DeKalb avenues. Sorry, no
contact telephone number. Free

OTHER
ARTISANS MARKET: Featuring functional and

collectible art. 9 am to 6 pm. DeKalb
Avenue sidewalk along Fort Green Park,
Washington and DeKalb avenues. (718) 855-
8175. Free.

FLOATING POOL: at the foot of Joralemon
Street. 9 am to 7 pm. www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org/pool. 

WEEKSVILLE FARMERS MARKET: Farm-fresh
produce. 9 am to 1 pm. 1698 Bergen St.,
between Rochester and Buffalo avenues.
(718) 788-8500.

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Society of Old
Brooklynites, American Merchant Marine
Association and the Navy Armed Guard
host a ceremony at the Prison Ships Martyrs
Memorial. 10 am sharp. Fort Greene Park,
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WHERE TO

Washington and DeKalb avenues. (718)
499-7600. Free.

INDIE MARKET: Collective of Brooklyn-
based emerging designers show their
wares of fashion, accessories, bath and
beauty, pet gear, home-goods and more.
11 am to 7 pm. Smith and Union streets.
www.brooklynindiemarket.com.

REDEDICATION: Ceremony at Fort
Defiance. 11 am. Valentino Pier, foot of
Van Dyke Street. Free.

ART SHOW: hosted by the Salt Marsh
Alliance. Nature paintings and photo-
graphs from local artists. 11 am to 4:30
pm. Salt Marsh Nature Center, 3302
Avenue U. (718) 338-7281. Free.

CUSTOM CAR SHOW: Seventh annual Kus-
tom Kills and Hot Rod Thrills show.
Noon. Union Pool, 484 Union St. Call for
ticket info. (718) 609-0484.

WASHINGTON AVENUE STREET FAIR:
Brown Memorial Baptist Church hosts its
sixth annual Community Street Fair.
Service organizations, free healthcare
services and free clothing to those in
need. Noon to 6 pm. Washington
Avenue between Fulton Street and Gates
Avenue. (917) 825-5201. 

CELEBRITY SOFTBALL: Second annual
“Autism Speaks” softball game includes
Twisted Sister’s Dee Snider, Jack
McBrayer and Lonny Ross from “30
Rock” and “Saturday Night Live” cast
member Horatio Sanz. Field box tickets
are $20, box seats $10. Gates open at
12:30 pm; first pitch at 2 pm. Key Span
Park, 1904 Surf Ave., Coney Island. (718)
449-8497.

RUGBY MEETING: Brooklyn Rugby Club
hosts its first meeting. Discuss the game,
watch a profession match and relax at an
Aussie bar. 2 pm. Sheep Station Bar, 149
Fourth Ave., Call for more information.
(917) 340-9700. 

SUN, AUG 26

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
SHEEPSHEAD BAY TOUR: Brooklyn Center

for the Urban Environment hosts a tour
of Sheepshead Bay. Francis Morrone
leads tour. $50, $40 members. 9:30 am
to noon. Tour meets at Sheepshead Bay
Road and East 16th Street. For more
information call (718) 788-8500 ext., 208. 

GREENWOOD CEMETERY: The Irish American
Parade Committee hosts a ceremony and
march led by a bagpiper to gravesites of
Matilda Tone, wife of Irish patriot Theobald
Wolfe Tone, historian and author John Gal-
lagher and others. 9:30 am. Meet at flag-
pole inside the cemetery’s main gates. Fifth
Avenue and 25th Street. (718) 768-7300. Free.

WILD FOODS TOURS: Naturalist and author
“Wildman” Steve Brill leads a Wild Food
and Ecology Tour of Prospect Park. $12, $6
for children under 12. 11:45 am. Meet at
Prospect Park’s Grand Army Plaza. (914)
853-2153. 

PERFORMANCE
BARGEMUSIC: Russian classical music concert

featuring works by Stravinsky, Myaskovsky
and Tchaikovsky. $35, $30 seniors $20 stu-
dents. 8 pm. Fulton Ferry Landing, Old Ful-
ton Street at the East River. (718) 624-2083.

OTHER
COMMEMORATION CEREMONIES: of the

Battle of Brooklyn. At 9:30 am, Brooklyn
Irish American Parade Committee March, at
10 am, walking tour with historians Jeff
Richman and Barnet Schecter. 12:30 to 1:15
pm; Battle re-enactment at the Main Gate.
1:30 pm; Parade to Battle Hill, 2 pm. Also,
Memorial Ceremony. The Green-Wood
Cemetery, Fifth Avenue at 23rd Street. For
more information, call (718) 852-8253. Free.

MEDITATION CLASS: Meditations to heal the
heart: The practice of taking and giving. $10.
10 am to 11:15 am. Vajradhara Meditation
Center, 380 Adelphi St. (718) 496-5514. 

MEDITATION CLASS: Transform Adverse
Conditions into Spiritual Strengths. $10. 3
pm to 4 pm. Yoga People, 157 Remsen St.,
2nd floor. (718) 496-5514. 

FARMER’S MARKET: Summer cocktail tasting
party hosted by Summer at Flatbush Farm in
conjunction with Slow Food NYC. 4 pm to 6
pm. 76-78 St. Marks Ave., at Flatbush
Avenue. Call for information. (718) 622-3276. 

CAFE STEINHOF: Today, “Butch Cassidy and
the Sundance Kid” (1969). 10:30 pm. 422
Seventh Avenue at 14th Street. (718) 369-
7776.  Free.

ART SHOW: 11 am to 4:30 pm. See Sat., Aug 25. 

MON, AUG 27
MUSEUM EXHIBIT: Harbor Defense Museum

hosts an exhibit on the Battle of Brooklyn.
10 am to 4 pm. Fort Hamilton Army Base,
Fort Hamilton Parkway and 101st Street.
(718) 630-4349. Free.

MEDITATION CLASS: with Western Buddhist
nun Kelsang Demo. $10. 7:30 pm to 9 pm.
First Unitarian Congregational Society, 48
Monroe Pl. (718) 496-5514. 

CAFE STEINHOF: presents River Alexander
and His Mad Jazz Hatters. No cover. 10:30
pm. 422 Seventh Ave., at 14th Street. (718)
369-7776. 

TUES, AUG 28
FITNESS CLASS: Total Mind and Body class for

Adults 55 and older. Included tai chi, slimas-
tics, self-discovery, reiki, dance and more.
4:45 pm TO 8:45 pm. Aviator Sports.
Hanger 5, Floyd Bennett Field. (718) 758-
9800. Free.

BALL GAME: Brooklyn Cyclones play the
Hudson Valley Renegades. $6 to $13. 7 pm.
Key Span Park, 1904 Surf Ave., Coney
Island. (718) 507-TIXX.

MEDITATION CLASS: The Art of Loving

MONDAY, AUGUST 27
Community Board 7 Public Safety
Committee. Board offices (4201 Fourth
Ave., at 43rd Street, in Sunset Park), 6:30
pm. Call (718) 854-0003.
Immigration help desk, office of
Councilman Bill DeBlasio (2907 Ft.
Hamilton Pkwy., at East Fourth Street, in
Kensington), 10 am–1 pm. Call (718)
854-9791, if you have any questions.

TUESDAY, AUG 28
Community Board 1, land-use meeting
(435 Graham Ave., at Frost Street in
Williamsburg), 6:30 pm. Call (718) 389-
0009 for information.

THURSDAY, AUG. 30
Metrocard bus, Red Hook Senior Citizen
Center (6 Walcott St., at Dwight Street in
Red Hook), 9–11 am. Call (718) 643-6140
for information.

CIVIC CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail newsroom@brooklynpaper.com or fax (718) 834-9278.

‘Kroon’ a tune: The summer is coming to an end, but the summer con-
cert series in Fort Greene Park is still going strong. Stop by on Aug. 25
at 1 pm to catch the Steven Kroon Latin Jazz Sextet.

SATURDAY
August 25

Music school
At 2 pm today, the “After
the Jump” festival will
kick off with 13 bands,
including Bling Kong
(pictured), DJs and sur-
prise guests, all to bene-
fit music education in New
York City. The daytime
show is free, but the
nighttime party is a fund-
raiser, so cough it up if
you want to still be see-
ing live music in 10 years.

2 pm at Studio B (259 Banker
St. at Calyer Street in Green-
point). $12 ahead of time, $14
day off. For information, visit
www.afterthejumpfest.com.

SUNDAY
August 26

Taking notes
If you don’t have cable,
Sunday nights can be the
pits. Comic Sara Schaefer
(pictured) has the answer
to your end of the week-
end boredom, though,
with her “Name That
Tune” party at Union Hall.
Live music, comedians
and prizes are a heck of a
lot better than your other
plans — besides, the
Laundromat will still be
there tomorrow.

7:30 pm at Union Hall (702
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in
Park Slope). Free. For infor-
mation, call (718) 638-440 or
visit www.unionhallny.com.

MONDAY
August 27

Reading
your rights
He might not throw the
book at you, but tonight
at Rocky Sullivan’s in Red
Hook, District Attorney
Charles Hynes will read it.
The DA is heading over
to the nabe’s newest bar
to read from his first
novel, “Triple Homocide,”
which follows two gener-
ations of New York cops.   

9 pm at Rocky Sullivan’s (34
Van Dyke St. at Dwight Street
in Red Hook). Free. For infor-
mation, call (718) 246-8050 or
visit www.rockysullivans.com. 

THURSDAY
August 30

Buttermilk
and jam
The summer’s almost
over, so what better way
to welcome autumn than
the CasHank Hoote-
nanny Jamboree, a
country music free for
all? Get into the down
home spirit with a per-
formance by the Ameri-
can String Conspiracy
(pictured). If you’re not
content just listening, you
can sign up and join in. 

8 pm at Buttermilk (577 Fifth
Ave. at 16th Street in Park
Slope). Free. For informa-
tion, visit www.brooklyn-
countrymusic.com.

FRIDAY
August 31

Hot shots
We’ve all got our own
ideas about what the
borough looks like
depending on where we
live, work and hang out.
Check out the “My
Brooklyn” exhibit at the
BPL — today’s its last
day — to see how 30+
artists, including first-
prize winner Carmen
Zeng (work pictured),
see the borough.

9 am–6 pm at the Brooklyn
Public Library’s central
branch on Grand Army
Plaza. Free. For information,
call (718) 230-2100 or visit
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org 

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 9
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Best Of

Sofas

Female-Non Tobacco $250,000.00 $500,000.00 $1,000,000.00
35/Preferred Plus/Monthly $13.35 $18.69 $28.04
45/Preferred Plus/Monthly $20.69 $32.93 $51.18
55/Preferred Plus/Monthly $41.39 $65.42 $119.71

Male-Non Tobacco $250,000.00 $500,000.00 $1,000,000.00
35/Preferred Plus/Monthly $15.35 $23.14 $34.27
45/Preferred Plus/Monthly $27.15 $39.16 $67.20
55/Preferred Plus/Monthly $61.19 $100.57 $186.46

Everything else takes some planning
GUARANTEED 10 YEAR TERM LIFE INSURANCE

COVERAGE AMOUNT

Life’s great moments
happen spontaneously

Life insurance is underwritten by Nationwide Life Insurance Company, Columbus, Ohio, a member of 
Nationwide Financial  Services, Inc. Nationwide and the Nationwide Frame are federally registered 
service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, P.O. Box 182150, Columbus, OH, 43218-2150.

NATIONWIDE INSURANCE
UMANOFF BOYER AGENCY

Call Sammy or Michelle for Information

(718) 451-5700

ROSH HASHANA
Wed., Sept. 12 Evening Services 7:00 pm

Thurs., Sept. 13: Traditional Service 9:00 am
Time Sensitive/Explanatory Service 10:00 am
Afternoon Service 6:00 pm
Followed by procession for Tashlikh
 (Casting Sins Away)
Evening Service 8:00 pm

Fri., Sept. 14: Traditional Service 9:00 am

Time Sensitive/Explanatory Service 10:00 am

YOM KIPPUR
Fri., Sept. 21: Kol Nidrei 6:45 pm

Sat., Sept. 22: Traditional Service 9:00 am
Time Sensitive/Explanatory Service 10:30 am
Yizkor 12:00 pm
Final Service 6:00 pm

Join us for the High Holidays
No matter what your background, services at Congregation B'nai Avraham

will leave you enriched, connected and inspired.

· Everybody Welcomed · 

· Hebrew/English Prayerbooks ·

· Delicious Kiddushes ·

· Children's Programs for all ages ·

For more information, please contact Levana: 718-596-4840 Ext. 18
Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin. Spiritual Leader · www.bnaiavraham.com

Congregation B'nai Avraham of Brooklyn Heights
117 Remsen Street  (between Clinton and Henry Streets)
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DOWNTOWN DUMBO

HEIGHTS
LOWDOWN

Juliana Bunim

Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com

Dry cleaners in Brooklyn Heights
have gone gaga for green,
hanging signs in their windows

with the word “perc” —or per-
chloroethylene,  the dry cleaning
agent now classified by the EPA as a
toxic air contaminant, with the large
red “Ghostbusters” slash through it.
Others have banners, festooned with
trees and green grass, claiming
they’re “organic.” 

Organic dry cleaner? Isn’t that
an oxymoron, like “jumbo shrimp,”
“military intelligence” or “Marty
Markowitz weight loss”? Indeed,
most of us have no idea what “nat-
ural” and “organic” cleaning even means. And besides, there is
no standard definition of “green” dry cleaning. As a result, dry
cleaners loosely use these earth-friendly terms to capitalize on
the neighborhood’s affinity for green-based consumerism.

Best Cleaners on Henry Street between Pierrepont and Mon-
tague streets declares itself “organic” and perc-free because it uses
hydrocarbon solvent for cleaning. Not to paraphrase Sam Cooke,
but even though I don’t know much about history, I do know that
the cleaners are technically correct that their solvent is organic —
because everything on the planet with carbon in it (including pro-
duce grown under a blanket of pesticides) is “organic.”

But the hydrocarbon solvent used by Best Cleaners is DF-2000,
produced by ExxonMobil, which calls DF-2000 “the most cost-ef-
fective alternative solvent.” Of course, ExxonMobil’s green creden-
tials aren’t exactly impressive. This is the same mega-company that
reportedly funded corrupt leaders in Angola, illegally traded with
Sudan, and has lobbied to debunk global warming. 

Oh, and one more thing: The Valdez? That was theirs. 
But you don’t have to believe me: The Environmental Protec-

customers environmental concerns. “People care the most that
clothes don’t smell like chemicals,” said Jay Lung, owner of
Lung’s Dry Cleaners on Henry Street, between Orange and
Pineapple streets. 

Lung said he uses “natural methods,” but occasionally he has to
pull out the big guns — strong chemicals — to get out tough stains.
“If it’s dirty, how are you going to take it out? If no one used
them, [dry cleaners] would be out of business.”

Golden Hangers on Clark Street between Henry and Willow
streets also offers “organic cleaning,” but its version is hydrocar-
bon-free. “It’s very natural, just like soap,” said owner Sonya,
who refused to give her last name. Golden Hangers also still
uses “perc” in its regular cleaning, which according to Sonya is
the most effective for removing grease and oil. 

It seems almost impossible to figure out how to go green with
your dry cleaning. The first step is making sure your cleaning is
at the very least done perc-free. But at this point, the only way to
be truly “natural” may be to soap up your own duds. Dry cleaning
is a dirty business, and it’s difficult to separate the green cleaning
from the green pockets.

Juliana Bunim is a writer who lives in Brooklyn Heights

THE KITCHEN SINK
The Office of Emergency Management’s new headquarters

on a cordoned-off-to-traffic section of Cadman Plaza East not only
has nice clean lines, but it’s also clean on the environment. The
building just earned the highest mark for energy efficiency and en-
vironmentally friendly design. Next, The Stoop would like to see
them insist on employees using the subway so they can give back
the street that they and the federal courthouse stole and share as a
private parking lot. … Uncommon Grounds on Henry Street at
Cranberry Street may have just opened last spring, but it is already
closed for renovations. But good things are on the horizon. It’s ex-
panding to include a full kitchen and full bar. No word on how long
we’ll have to wait though. … Congratulations to the Coffee Flats
Terrors, who just won the bocce tournament at Floyd’s on Atlantic
Avenue between Henry and Clinton streets. … The blue pig in front
of the Blue Pig ice cream parlor on Henry Street between Cranber-
ry and Orange streets has mysteriously turned pink. Employees
aren’t talking. … DUMBO’s legendary bakery, Almondine, is
now offering crepes after on Friday nights and Sunday afternoons.
You gotta hand it to Herve. That crazy Frenchman is always
pulling out something new. E-mail: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com

Will dry cleaning
ever be green?

tion Agency lists DF-2000
as a neurotoxin — meaning
it destroys nerve cells —
that contributes to smog
and global warming.

Sue Pak of Best Cleaners
described the store’s method
as organic “because we
don’t use perc. We use a hy-
drocarbon machine [that’s]
better for the environment
and better for the customer.”
Somehow that didn’t make
me feel better. 

Some store owners find
it a challenge to both clean
clothes properly and quell
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A coalition of local groups wants to stop David Walentas’s proposed DUMBO building, de-
spite its long-sought middle school, because it could block views of the Brooklyn Bridge.

Walentas vs. Goliaths
By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

They’re back…
The neighborhood activists

who successfully opposed
DUMBO real-estate kingpin
David Walentas’s 2003 plan for
a residential tower near the
Brooklyn Bridge have stepped
up again to attack his new pro-
posal for the Dock Street site. 

The DUMBO Neighbor-
hood, Fulton Ferry Landing and
Brooklyn Heights associations
put out a joint statement on
Wednesday that called Walen-
tas’s latest design just as flawed
as the proposal that the groups
helped shoot down three years
ago. 

“The defects of this project
are essentially the same as those
that resulted in the failure of the
previous project,” the groups
said in the statement.

The $200-million, 400-unit
development would rise 18 sto-
ries on Dock Street between
Front and Water streets. Walen-
tas — who told The Brooklyn
Paper in June that he knew “not
everyone” would like the plan
— sweetened the deal with 80
below-market-rate units, retail
space, and a 300-student middle
school,  an amenity that the
DUMBO and Brooklyn Heights
associations have called for in
the past.

But Walentas’s Two Trees

Nabe groups oppose developer’s DUMBO plan
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Management plan still doesn’t
cut it: “We do need a middle
school, but this need … should
not be used to leverage an out-
of-scale development,” Karen
Johnson, president of the DUM-
BO group told The Brooklyn
Paper.  

Johnson and the other civic
leaders take special issue with
the impact the building, which

would have an 18-story segment
that could block views of the
iconic Brooklyn Bridge.

“The site is positioned at a
key transition zone between the
five-story rowhouse scale of the
Fulton Ferry Landing Historic
District to the west … and the
Brooklyn Bridge Anchorage to
the south,” the statement said.
“The view of this entire span

must be protected.” 
The statement comes a few

days after Councilman David
Yassky (D–Brooklyn Heights)
came against the scale of the
project, calling it “gigantic.”

Walentas told reporters this
week that the reappearance of
his old foes wouldn’t stop him
from continuing to seek support
from the city on his plan.

City blocks Clinton Street tower
By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Heights preserva-
tionists hailed a decision by
the Department of Buildings
to block a developer from
adding six stories onto an al-
ready nine-story building at
the corner of Clinton and
Montague street.

Buildings officials would not
comment on why they rejected
the proposed addition, which
would create a 185-foot tower
within the footprint of the city’s
first historic district.

The district’s zoning restric-
tions don’t apply to the commer-
cial block of Clinton Street, but
preservationists objected because
the resulting building would
dwarf nearby historic structures
such as the old Spencer Church
building and the landmark head-
quarters of Brooklyn Historical
Association on the corner of Clin-
ton and Pierrepont streets.

“It would be much too tall
for that corner and would cast
dark shadows into the historic
district and onto very important
structures” said Judy Stanton,
president of the Brooklyn
Heights Association.

A spokesperson for the De-
partment of Buildings said the
developer, Clinton Realty Hold-
ings LLC, was free to resubmit
new plans. Neither the New Jer-
sey-based corporation, nor the
project architect Edgar Rawl-

ings, returned calls from The
Brooklyn Paper.  

Brooklyn Heights, though
home to many real-estate devel-
opers, is notoriously sensitive to,
preservation issues. In 1965, a
coalition of residents led by
lawyer Otis Pearsall forever al-
tered the business of building in
the city when it lobbied to create
New York’s first historic district
in the section of the Heights
bounded by Atlantic Avenue and
Court Street and Cadman Plaza
West and the Promenade. 

Within the district, new
buildings are limited to five sto-
ries, and their facades must
blend in with those neighboring
buildings. Pearsall, a member of
the city’s Art Commission, op-
poses the 75 Clinton St. tower
because of the shadows it would
cast in the low-rise historic dis-
trict that he created. 

Other critics said that the tower
could set an inappropriate prece-
dent for high-rise development in-
side the protected district itself.

“As the development gets
higher and higher outside the
district, you run into the danger
of it creeping into the district it-
self,” said Simeon Bankoff, ex-
ecutive director of the non-prof-
it Historic District Council.

While larger than most
Heights structures, the proposed
tower would be half the size of
the one residential project that
was built above objections in
1997, a 33-story, 331-foot resi-

Developer may re-apply

dential tower at 180 Montague St.
When construction began on that
site, neighbors asked developer

Ian Bruce Eichner to scale it
down. A Brooklyn Heights resi-
dent himself, he declined.

The city has blocked a six-story addition atop this Clinton
Street building — for now.
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CARROLL GARDENS–COBBLE HILL BOERUM HILL
RED HOOK

BROOKLYN 
SOUTH

Ariella Cohen

Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com

Amedieval legend tells of a Jew
cursed to wander until Judg-
ment Day because of a bad

run-in with Jesus. In Brooklyn, it’s
a karmic — and financial—
arrangement with real-estate devel-
opers that keeps one pair of so-
called Wandering Jews on the
move. 

Like figures from old European
folktales, Rabbi DovBer Pinson
and his wife, Rebbetzin Rochie
Pinson travel from one home to an-
other, knowing that one day they
will get the boot. Hasidic mystics,
the Pinsons have studied what they
call the “deeper dimension of Torah” in a former factory in
DUMBO and held rollicking, Kabbalah-infused and kosher-
wine-fueled Shabbat dinners in an ex-ironworks in Boerum Hill.
(Orthodox reggae-man and MTV darling Matisyahu and the Ha-
sidic rapper Y-Love were occasional guests.)

This fall, they will move to a graffiti-covered plant on Union
Street between Hoyt and Bond streets, where they will pray over
the oil-slicked water of the Gowanus Canal — until, of course,
they have to move their nomadic Iyyun Jewish center again.

It’s an odd arrangement, even for a place that is known as the
Institute for the Exploration of the Deeper Dimension of Torah.
The post-industrial transience, reminiscent of a mid-1990s rave,
however, can be described in simple capitalist terms. 

Instead of buying a temple in this time of ungodly prices-per-
square-foot, the Pinsons have turned Torah study into what is
known in the real-estate industry as a property tax-abating inter-
im use. 

The owner of Iyyun’s new home at 450 Union St. tried sever-
al years ago to gain the necessary city approvals to demolish the

began their conversion (to condos) shortly after the Pinsons
were given wandering orders. If all goes well for the Pinson’s
landlord, it is likely that his Union Street plant will eventually
become part of the Gowanus Village development that builder
Shaya Boymelgreen has proposed for the area. 

The Rebbetzin thinks that this time they should have enough
time to settle in and unroll their Torahs before moving again   

“They can’t tear down the building until zoning laws are
changed so we are safe for the next few years,” said Pinson.

She describes the group’s benefactors as “people who have
space and want to have a Jewish presence there.” The rest of us
know this group as the people who own buildings and hold onto
them for years until local zoning laws, or the market changes.
Then they build condos that most of us can’t afford. 

If you ask me, the whole thing would be far more kosher if,
say, the Pinsons (and the rest of us) could afford a temple of our
own, one that would be invulnerable to the whims of the mar-
ket. Wouldn’t that be mystical? 

Ariella Cohen, a staff writer at The Brooklyn Paper, 
lives in Red Hook.

THE KITCHEN SINK
Fame: Rapper Talib Kweli has moved to Carroll Gardens.

Listen for the CG shoutout this Sunday at the 10th Annual Black
August Concert, in Times Square. … The Department of
Housing Preservation and Development was expected to
bring a plan for three new residential buildings in the Colum-
bia Street Waterfront District to Community Board 6 on
Thursday, after The Stoop went to press. Residents of the low-
rise nabe were preparing to give city officials an earful on a102-
unit development proposed for 101 Baltic St., near Congress
Street. “Most of the buildings here are two, three, or four stories
high. This sounds like it will be too tall and dense for the neigh-
borhood,” warned Mike Webster, a member of the Columbia
Waterfront Neighborhood Association.

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

Wandering Jews
still on the move

former foundry and replace
it with a seven-story condo
building. Opponents to the
residential redevelopment
of the area successfully de-
feated the proposal, and the
building has sat dormant
since. Now, plans are on
hold until the city com-
pletes a rezoning of the
Gowanus Canal area, and
Iyyun can be the owner’s
spiritual sublet.

The center’s last two
homes, 155 Washington St.
in DUMBO and 316
Bergen St. in Boerum Hill,
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Cleaning the Gowanus area
State, Keyspan
ink toxic pact
By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

Keyspan has agreed to clean
the contaminated muck below
Thomas Greene Park, thanks
to a new agreement between
state environmental conserva-
tion officials and the Brooklyn-
born energy company.

The Aug. 10 deal ends years
of legal wrangling over the ex-
tent of the environmental dam-
ages done by fuel refineries that
operated on the banks of the
Gowanus Canal during the 19th
and early 20th century, handing
the 112-year-old company re-
sponsibility for several tracts of
contaminated land that had long
been in dispute.

In addition to removing can-
cer-causing chemicals from the
soil beneath the city-owned park
between Douglass and Degraw
streets, the Downtown-based
company will also be required to
remediate a former fuel-refining
site on Second Avenue now oc-
cupied by Pathmark and a
Lowe’s hardware store. 

The cleanup is expected to
take several years and will be
followed by extensive study of
soil conditions in the blocks of
warehouses, homes and con-
verted lofts that surround for-
mer manufacturing sites. Karen
Young, a spokeswoman for
Keyspan, said the company
would “work closely with the
owners, local officials and the
community” as it moves for-
ward with the state-supervised
cleanup. 

“Keyspan is one of the most
experienced utilities in conduct-
ing investigations and remedia-
tion of former manufactured
gas plants sites and will bring
this expertise to these sites,”
said Young. 

The buried toxins do not

By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

Boerum Hill’s own little
rodeo sweetheart wants to
bring her bulls to Prospect
Park. 

Debbie Singleton — propri-
etor of Debbie’s Reins and
Things, an outpost for saddles,
Stetsons and steel-toed boots —
has asked the Parks Department
to consider letting her hold a
real live rodeo in the Olmsted
and Vaux landmark. 

“You’d be surprised at the
crowd it would get,” she said.
“A lot of ladies like it, scholars,
young people. Rodeos are per-
fect for Brooklyn.” 

And she ain’t kidding, pard-
ner. 

Singleton led a three-day
bronco-busting and barrel rac-
ing event last weekend at Cedar
Lane Stable in Howard Beach
— home of the Federation of
Black Cowboys. 

Singleton is a member of the
federation, and an emissary to
those city-slickers who don’t
know their side-saddle from
their front pocket. She believes
a Prospect Park rodeo could
help turn soft-handed spectators

Debbie Singleton in front of Debbie's
Reins, her Douglass Street store.
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Parks advocates want to transform the run-down Thomas Greene playground on Douglass Street between Nevins Street and
Third Avenue into a skateboard park — after Keyspan cleans it, that is.

present an immediate danger to
people who use these sites, ac-
cording to state records. Typi-
cally, the chemicals left by gas
manufacturing are only danger-
ous when inhaled or eaten —
and at Thomas Greene Park,
they are buried too far under-
ground for that, experts said.

Nonetheless, the detox is ea-
gerly awaited in Gowanus,
which could blossom into a res-
idential neighborhood bridging
posh Park Slope and Carroll

Gardens if an expected city up-
zoning goes ahead. 

“This cleanup is good and
critically important, and we
have been asking for it for
years,” said Jo Anne Simon, a
founder of Friends of Douglass-
Greene Park.

But while the remediation
agreement is a sign of better
days to come on both sides of
the so-called Lavender Lake, it
represents only two of a half-
dozen cleanups along that canal

that must be done before the
area is safe for developers who
have bought land in the area. 

In a statement last week, state
Department of Environmental
Conservation Commissioner
Pete Grannis hinted at the big
job still ahead

“[The state] will continue to
hold Keyspan and other utilities
that have left behind this history
of contamination accountable
for the environmental impacts,”
said Grannis.

Rodeo gal: Fill park with bull

into urban cowboys.
“There is an audience for

this,” she said. “A lot of people
around here have homes upstate
and are training their children to
ride.”

She should know. Singleton
was born in South Carolina,
but raised in Brooklyn. She
spent the early years of her

childhood in
Crown Heights
and later moved
to an apartment
near the Navy
Yards in Fort
Greene. Through-
out all those
years, she rode
horses in Prospect
Park. She says
she knows plenty
of other Kings
County cow-
pokes. 

A Parks Depart-
ment spokesman
confirmed that the
agency has been
talking to Single-
ton about her pro-
posal, though no-

thing formal has been presented.
Singleton said she felt the de-
partment was taking her seri-
ously.

Debbie’s Reins and Things
(332 Douglass St., between
Third Avenue and Nevins
Street). For information, visit
www.debbiesreinsandthings.com
or call (718) 797-5288.
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GREENE  
ACRES

Dana Rubinstein
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The competition is heating up
for the chance to develop the
new home for the Manhattan-

based Dancespace Project — and
Brooklyn favorite Carlton Brown is
back in the game.

The real estate that has developers
salivating sits at the corner of Fulton
Street and Ashland Place in Fort
Greene, a neighborhood the city
plans to transform into a hub of cul-
tural activity that will rival only Man-
hattan’s Lincoln Center in cache. 

The home-base for Dancespace
— to be capped by at least 150
units of housing, many of them af-
fordable, with a base of commercial retail space along Fulton
Street — is the nucleus of the so-called BAM Cultural District. 

As of Thursday, Brown, a developer who has lived in Fort
Greene and Bedford-Stuyvesant for a quarter-century, was elim-
inated from the short-list.

The city had whittled down the competitors to just three:
David Walentas, the real-estate mogul who built and branded
DUMBO; the Dermott Group, which is converting the
Williamsburgh Savings Bank building into luxury condos; and a
mysterious European company called SEG.

But, possibly prompted by a local outcry, Brown got back in
the mix, and is now tentatively partnering with the development
firm from across the pond. And that’s good. Not only has Brown
lived in the neighborhood longer than many of its residents have
been alive, he has kept close tabs on the needs of local stakeholders.

Brown has incorporated into his proposal the desires of a
group called the Concerned Citizens Coalition, which has fre-
quently sparred with the city over a perceived lack of inclusion
in the plans for the Cultural District, and has been partnering

(D–Fort Greene). “They are making some adjustments to his
proposal, and I anticipate a favorable outcome,” 

James supports Brown’s community-oriented ideas for the
site. And, frankly, who wouldn’t? In a neighborhood whose sky-
rocketing real-estate prices have pushed out long-time residents
and altered the area’s very nature (and sapped much of what has
historically made the neighborhood special), the community’s
involvement in this crucial stage of development is essential. 

“We proposed taking the retail space and selling that to the
Pratt Area Community Council at cost, so it could be used for a
limited equity retail co-op,” said Brown. “We wanted businesses
that are being squeezed out of the neighborhood by higher rents
to have a place to stay. We wanted to make sure that stakehold-
ers in the community maintained their status as stakeholders.

“But I am hopeful that whomever the city selects recognizes
the community interests,” added Brown, graciously.

Neither Two Trees nor Dermott would comment. The city
was similarly tight-lipped. But Seth Donlin, a spokesman for the
Department of Housing Preservation and Development, did say
the final decision would be announced in mid-September.

Dana Rubinstein, a staff reporter for The Brooklyn Paper, lives in
Crown Heights.

THE KITCHEN SINK
Ever wonder what it was like to live here during the Great

Depression and World War II? Just ask the Vincent Sisters
(aka Margaret and Joan Vincent), who’ve lived in the ’hood
since time immemorial and are opening themselves up to ques-
tions on Saturday at 2 pm at the Clinton Hill Art Gallery. Call
(718) 852-0227 or (718) 857-0074. … Lay off the doughnuts:
Kids from the Ingersoll Houses trounced local police officers
during a basketball game last Saturday at the Fleet Street bas-
ketball courts, beating the men and women in blue, 92–68.
Congrats! … Pratt Area Community Council has a new
Web site — woo hoo! Now, finding that upcoming homebuyer
workshop will be both a breeze and aesthetically pleasing.
Check it out at www.prattarea.org. … Who said politics isn’t
fashionable? The impresarios at Fulton Street’s Courtney
Washington Studios are holding a fundraiser on Sept. 16 for
Rep. Yvette Clarke (D–Flatbush), who is raising money for
re-election. Beware — tickets will cost at least $100. Check out
www.clarkeforcongress2008.com.

E-mail: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

Dancespace
fever in F’Greene

with the reputable Pratt
Area Community Council,
which advocates for afford-
able housing. 

Brown’s firm, Full Spec-
trum, is developing the
green Trenton Town Center
in New Jersey, 1400 on
Fifth in Harlem (which the
firm claims is the largest af-
fordable green condomini-
um building  in the coun-
try), and it co-developed
the Solaire in Tribeca.

“Carlton Brown is still
in play,” confirmed Coun-
cilwoman Letitia James

COMPACT
REFRIGERATORS!

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn

Over 30 Years in Business 
Featuring Home Delivery within Brooklyn

Bed  / Bath / Laundry
Cooking & Cleaning
Carpets & Rugs
Shelves / Storage / Closet
Wall Clocks & Mirrors

10% OFF
ALL STORE MERCHANDISE

WITH THIS AD

®

AMERICAN
HOUSEWARES

Stationary/School Supplies
Toaster Ovens
Extension Cords
Flashlights
Tool Kits

Carpets & Doormats
Pens & Markers
Dry-Erase Boards
Calculators
Hooks & Hangers
Coffee Makers
Lamps & Bulbs

MICROWAVE

OVENS!

 (718) 554-1203
www.cartridgeworld.com/store550

Hrs: Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 7pm, Sat. 11am -4pm

20% off printer cartridge refills
with valid school ID*
Everyone is going to the head of the class at Cartridge World. Right now, kids, faculty 
and PTA member get 20% off high quality ink and laser toner refills. That means more 
change in your pockets, plus great news for the environment. Cartridge World is a 
proud sponsor of the Go Green Initiative.

Downtown Brooklyn
224A Atlantic Ave.
(Near Court St.)
*Discount applies only to K-12 students, faculty and PTA members with valid school ID and an empty cartridge. Offer valid 
September 1-30, 2007.

See our listings:
COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM

(718) 596-3333
231 Bergen St.: 6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths. 
Includes home-entertainment system 

with flat-screen TV’s! $3,500,000

B O E R U M  H I L L

4 YEAR ANNIVERSARY!

15% off any order of
$15 or more All SUMMER
78 Clark Street 

(718) 625-9893
OPEN 7 DAYS: 11am-11pm Fast, Free Delivery to:

Brooklyn Heights, Carroll Gardens,
DUMBO, Metrotech, Cobble Hill

RESTAURANT

 

139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592
www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only

“D’Amico:
The Best

Cup of Coffee
in the City”
–– Fox 5 Good Day New York

COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS

309 Court Street • damicofoods.com • (718) 875-5403

The UPS Store®

GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS

The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights
93 Montague Street (at Hicks St)

718-802-0900
Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm

in Brooklyn Heights

A real street address, not a P.O. Box
Package notification
Full-service mail & package receiving
Mail holding & forwarding
Call-in Mailcheck
E-mail notification

Only $25/Month

Baseball Cards
Comics · Toys
Sports Cards

Bought & Sold

453 COURT ST. · (718) 624-2527
WWW.JOEROCKSCARDS.COM

The Baseball Card
DUGOUT

OPEN
7 DAYS!

Pokemon
Yu-Gi-Oh

Going Back
to School Sale
Elementary through
College students
50% off frame and
polycarbonate lenses

362 LIVINGSTON (At Flatbush)

718-643-0742
OPEN MON-SAT

 

SUNGLASSES · CONTACTS · ACCESSORIES

Selected brands only
Not to be combined with any other discounts or insurances
School ID required for students over 18 yrs. old
Expires 9/15/07

Liquors bistro is going tapas

By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

A city project that has
turned 10 blocks of the once-
bustling two-way Fulton
Street into a one-way obstacle
course and a pox on local
business will last months
longer than expected.

The $8.5-million reconstruc-
tion of the street, which the city
began in July, 2006, and ex-
pected to complete by next
spring, will now stretch into
next summer, said Matthew
Monaghan, a spokesman for the
Department of Design and
Construction, which is oversee-
ing the project.

“We had some issues with
Con Ed — some utilities were
not where we anticipated find-

Repair work killing biz on street

Fulton Maul
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By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

If, as they say, hunger
makes the best sauce, then the
food at the new Moroccan
tapas joint that will fill the old
Liquors space should taste
damn good.

Nadir Khelifi, who owns
Cafe Lafayette on S. Portland
Street, is putting finishing touch-
es on his new lounge and small-
plate boite in the DeKalb Avenue
spot that once housed Liquors,
the bistro that sated Fort Greene
stomachs with brunch burritos,
bellinis, and the fluffiest omelets
this side of Lafayette Avenue.

“Our neighborhood news
something like this,” said Khelifi,
who said he will open the restau-
rant, between Adelphi Street and
Clermont Street, in two months,
when his full liquor license
comes through.

Liquors closed abruptly — and

under very mysterious circum-
stances — in 2006 after a six-year
run. Its owner Christian Dennery
told The Stoop about “a sordid
tale that speaks to the darkest
shadows of entrepreneurship, civ-
il court litigation, breach of trust,
and the sociopath ‘nouveau riche’
elements.”

The reputed skullduggery in-
volved a feud with his landlord,
lawsuits from both sides, and per-
haps most importantly, an empty
storefront in prime Fort Greene.
Meanwhile, residents have had to
make do with Lou-Lou for their
French-inspired brunch needs.

One such local is somewhat
relieved to hear that some-
thing’s filling the void.

“New restaurants are always
exciting,” said Andrew Simon,
a one-time Liquors regular.
“Though with Black Iris, Zay-
toon’s, and Olea already in the
neighborhood, a little more va-
riety might be nice.”

The slow-moving reconstruction of Fulton Street, seen near Clinton Avenue (above and below), has caused lots of headaches
for residents and businesses in Clinton Hill.

Owner of area cafe to run
Moroccan lounge at old site

BREAKING CHEWS: The old Liquors restaurant on DeKalb
Avenue will soon reopen as a Moroccan-themed tapas
lounge, its owner confirmed to The Stoop.

ing them,” said Monaghan, del-
icately. The result, he said, is
that the project is two months
behind schedule.

The news has Fulton Street
merchants grumbling.

“Well, of course I’m disap-
pointed,” said a stylist named Mr.
Don, who works at Hair Players
2000, between Waverly and
Washington avenues. “They said
it would be done by next winter.

“This project has taken away
at least 30 percent of our busi-

ness,” added Don.
“The street goes one-
way now, so you only
get that one eye of
traffic, and … there’s
nowhere to park.” 

The project, which
stretches between

Clinton and Bedford avenues, is
intended to repair water mains,
upgrade the sewer system, and
install new street lighting and
traffic signals. The short-term
repercussions, however, have
been severe. For the duration of
the project, the city has closed
off half of the street, and rerout-
ed buses off Fulton Street.

Rocky Widdi, the manager
of Met Food supermarket, be-
tween St. James and Cambridge
places, said the construction has
definitely taken its toll.

“If you’re going toward Bed-
Stuy, you’re not passing by my
store any more,” said Widdi.
“It’s affected my business by at
least 15 or 20 percent. Every-
one’s feeling it.”

But Dale Charles, a spokes-
woman for Pratt Area Commu-
nity Council, said it could have
been much worse. 

“I had the city come out to
give the merchants a heads-up
about what they need to do on
the marketing end, and it seems
to have worked,” said Charles.
“I haven’t had too many com-
plaints. Usually, I get bogged
down with complaints.”

The local anger is reminis-
cent of what happened during a
similar reconstruction project
on Fort Hamilton Parkway in
Bay Ridge. That “one-year”
project took 18 months.

Fulton Maul
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legedly stabbed another woman
in the face and arm inside the
victim’s Adelphi Street apart-
ment on Aug. 14.

Police say the assailant
stabbed the 44-year-old victim
during an argument inside the
apartment at Myrtle Avenue at
around 9:30 am. 

Cops arrested the woman at
the scene and charged her with
felony assault.

iPod recovered
A 28-year-old man was ar-

rested for stealing an iPod from
a 19-year-old woman on Aug.
14, cops said.

The Ozone Park-based rob-
ber surprised the victim, also
from Ozone Park, as she was
exiting the Lafayette Avenue
A–train station at 5:40 pm. 

The police found the suspect
in the vicinity of the crime and
still in possession of the $300
digital music player.

Bad egg
Cops nabbed a graffiti artist

after a neighbor spotted him
spray-painting the letters “YOL”
on the side of a building on
Aug. 15. 

The 35-year-old woman who
called the cops said she spotted
the 24-year-old suspect on the
roof of a Myrtle Avenue build-
ing at 2:25 am as he was defac-
ing the wall, which is between
Park and Flushing avenues.
When the cops arrived to arrest
him, he tried to escape, but was
tackled to the ground. 

He was charged with crimi-
nal mischief.

He later told cops he’d been
trying to paint the word
“YOLK.”

Stolen Apple
A fancy laptop was stolen

from a Washington Avenue
apartment on Wednesday, even
though the 33-year-old tenant
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Jewels by
SATNICK

in Reliability
in Quality
in Service

We service all mechanical & quartz watches
& repair all jewelry on premises

#1

HARTLEY F. SATNICK
The Only Certified
Master Watchmaker

in all 5 boroughs of New York City
serving the community for over 44 years

Visit us at our new location

187 State Street
(off Court St)

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 •
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm

Recycling
four feet 
of paper 
saves one tree.

The waste we 

process helps

power over 

one million 

homes.

  

Court Street Office Supplies
44 Court Street · Downtown Brooklyn

718-625-5771
Mon - Thurs 8:30 am-6:30 pm / Fri 8:30 am-2:00 pm / Sun 11:00 am-4:30 pm

Over 30 years in the business

Give Your Kids the Edge!  
Give Your Kids the Edge!

Brother® Plain-Paper
Fax/Phone/Copier

$49.95

Pop Up Note
Dispenser

$13.99

Single Subject
Notebooks

$1.99-$2.85

Pop Up Note
Dispenser

$13.99

Brother® Plain-Paper
Fax/Phone/Copier

$49.95

Single Subject
Notebooks

$1.99-$2.85

  

Have you seen us lately?
• Eye Exams  
• Designer Frames
• Contact Lenses  
• Children’s Frames
• Sunglasses  
• Sports Glasses

–––––– Heights Vision Center ––––––
132 Montague St. • Brooklyn Heights • (718) 852-1149

www.doctorstuartfriedman.com

The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981

is offering

Fort Greene’s finest

Day Care
. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . .

 ACD Voucher Accepted

 Licensed by the Department of

    Health Bureau of Day Care

 New York State Certified teachers

 Arts & Crafts

 Computers in Classrooms

 CPR and First Aid Certified Staff

 Full/Half Day, Extended Day

    and As Needed Hours

 Enrichment Programs

 Fully Air Conditioned

 Indoor Gym

 Inclusion Program

 Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch

    available, Free or at Reduced Rate

 Reading Readiness

 Safe and Nurturing environment

 Spacious Well-Equipped

    classrooms

DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY.  SEATS ARE LIMITED.
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director

(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com

FIRST CLASS DAY CARE
167 Clermont Avenue

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves.

WWW.SIDSHARDWARE.COM

Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary!

IF SID'S DOESN'T HAVE IT,

YOU DON'T NEED IT!

Licensed Locksmith
Lumber Cut-to-size

Home Center
Paint

SID'S HARDWARE
345 Jay Street 

(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets)
Downtown Brooklyn

(718) 875-2259
Open 7 Days -- We Deliver

SAVE
15% OFF
with this
coupon!

IF SID'S DOESN'T HAVE IT,

YOU DON'T NEED IT!

27,000 sq.ft. 
Superstore

I’ll be your bridge
from where you are to
where you want to be

ELLEN GOTTLIEB

211 Court Street
Brooklyn

917.797.1351
718.625.3700  x 112

brooklynbridgerealty.com

By Ariella Cohen 
and Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

A woman was robbed of a
$15,000 diamond necklace
while moving into her new
condo in a posh DUMBO
tower on the corner of Jay and
Front streets.

The jewel heist occurred on
July 28, when the new resident
of the J Condo called in a
handyman to repair a clogged
bathroom sink, police said. The
woman told cops that she had
left a two-carat gold-and-dia-
mond chain next to the broken
sink and left the room while the
building’s handyman fixed the
problem.

She returned to find water
flowing fine, and her chain
gone.

Park play
A 15-year-old boy was

robbed of his cellphone in a
park at the corner of Jay and
Tillary streets on Aug. 14, po-
lice said. 

The boy was hanging out in
the park at 3 pm when two 18-
year-old approached. One yanked
the younger kid’s phone from
his hand while the other
punched him in the face.

The pair took off running be-
fore their victim could get out a
ring of protest. He told cops
that he last saw them running
into the Jay Street subway sta-
tion.

Moneyless train
A middle-aged man was

robbed of his empty wallet out-
side the entrance to subway at
the corner of Schermerhorn and
Hoyt streets on Aug. 16. 

The 43-year-old was enter-
ing the train station at around
8:45 pm when two guys he had
never seen before approached
him.

“Give us all the money,” one
of the strangers said.

When the man hesitated, the
robber reminded him to move

84th Precinct “quickly.” With that instruction,
the victim gave up his empty
wallet, and his tormentors fled.
Neither his wallet, nor the men
who stole it have been found. 

Running down
A man was accosted by a

robber on the corner of Atlantic
and Fourth avenues on Aug. 16,
but ended up not losing any
cash, police said. 

The man was exiting the At-
lantic Avenue subway station
when his attacker approached
from behind and told him, “Run
your pockets.”

While he stood there trying
to make sense of what was be-
ing asked of him, another man
pushed him against a wall. To
make the situation more con-
fusing, the first man told his ac-
complice not to punch their vic-
tim just before the partner
delivered a knuckle sandwich
to the bewildered prey.

The wannabe muggers ran
off without scoring a penny
from the man, who was left
with a swollen face. 

Jewel thief
A burglar stole thousands of

dollars in jewelry and cash after
breaking into a Dean Street
apartment on Aug. 18. 

The thief broke into the
apartment, which is near Third
Avenue, by prying open a win-
dow. He got away with a gold
ring, two  necklaces, and $700
in cash, police said.

Nuts
A clerk at a Fourth Avenue

donut shop was held up on
Aug. 15 for a sum of money
equal to the cost of eight glazed
cruellers. 

The robber marched into the
donut shop, which is near At-
lantic Avenue, at around 5 pm.
Brandishing a knife, he de-
manded money, but got only $4
in the cake-brained heist.

Fruit fly
A woman got her purse

filched while buying a piece of
fruit at a farmer’s market on
Boerum Place on Aug. 14 at
10:20 am, police said. 

The bag was stolen from the
back of a stroller, where the
woman had put it while she
paid for her snack at the popu-
lar market, which is at Atlantic
Avenue. She said the purse was
only there for a matter of sec-
onds before it was nabbed. 

The thief got away with $95
in cash and assorted credit
cards.

Laptop removed
A 31-year-old female learned

that “size matters” on Aug. 7
when a long-armed thief pushed
in the screen on her bedroom
window and slipped a slim lap-
top between the window bars,
police said.

Police report there are no
leads on the whereabouts of the
thin computer, which was
stolen from the Henry Street
apartment, near Pacific Street. 

76th Precinct

Caught
Police caught a man trying to

escape Red Hook after burglar-
izing a mini-market on Lorraine
Street between Columbia and
Hicks streets on Aug. 18. 

Officer Alfredo Brewster
caught the man at 3:45 am, just
minutes after he left the market
with hundreds of dollars in ran-
dom stolen goods, police said. 

The hood had taken several
bottles of Zima, a six-pack of
Bitburger beer, three pairs of
size-9 boots, two drills, a few
power adaptors, and a stereo
amplifier.

Rip-off artist
A pair of hoods pretending to

be art enthusiasts nabbed a
purse from a design and cloth-
ing gallery on Columbia Street
on Aug. 12, police said. 

The hucksters came in the
gallery, which is near Degraw
Street, at around 3:30 pm and
asked the clerk about the art on
display. 

One member of the team —
a  woman — continued to
query the clerk while her part-
ner strolled around the shop. 

The clerk said she suspected
something was up when the
two abruptly left without buy-
ing any of the art they had been
interested in.

The pair was long gone by
the time she noticed her wallet
was missing. They got away
with $45, a credit card and a sil-
ver and ruby ring.  

The good son
A man lost his backpack in

Long Island College Hospital
on Aug. 17, police said

The man had left the bag in a
hospital room while he walked

his mother to surgery at around
7:45 pm. 

An officer warned hospital
visitors to not let their belong-
ing out of view because “this
stuff happens.”

Pool heist 
A woman lost $1,400 worth

of designer goods to a locker-
room heist at the Red Hook
Pool on Aug. 15, cops said. 

The posh pool-goer locked
up a $500 Prada backpack con-
taining a pair of $500 sunglass-
es, a $100 wallet containing
$200 in cash and a $100 cell-
phone before taking a dip at
around 3:30 pm, police said.
When she returned to her lock-
er, the lock was busted and her
belongings were gone.

Signs all over the public pool
warn guests against stowing
valuables in the dinky, metal
lockers.

IRS attack
A woman with an infant and

an apparent grudge against the
Internal Revenue Service tried
to sneak a 25-caliber automatic
weapon into the Fulton-Street
IRS building by wrapping it in
a diaper and then sending it
through the X-ray machine in a
diaper bag on Aug. 14, said
cops. 

At 9:45 am, an eagle-eyed
security guard at the building,
between Rockwell Place and
Hudson Avenue, spotted the
outline of the gun within the di-
aper as it passed through the
machine and called the cops,
who arrested the gun-toting 31-
year-old woman. They charged
her with criminal possession of
a weapon. 

Crazy violence
A 30-year-old woman with a

history of mental illness al-

88th Precinct

A new resident gets rude
welcome to neighborhood

POLICE BLOTTER

See COPS on page 4B
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said she was only gone for 30
minutes on Aug. 15.

The thief had broken into the
apartment, which is at Gates Av-
enue, at around 7:30 am, netting
a Mac titanium laptop. Cops can-
vassed neighboring apartments,
but made no arrests.

Target employee
Police charged an employee

of the Atlantic Terminal Target
store with stealing $1,200
worth of gift cards on Aug. 14.

Witnesses say they observed
the 18-year-old woman pocket-
ing the cards, and police
charged her with grand larceny.

Putnam putz
A hapless, but violent, thief

pistol-whipped a middle-aged
man over the head and stole
$165 from him in a horrifying
beating on Aug. 17 — but the
perp was later arrested, cops
said.

The 52-year-old victim was
at the corner of Fulton Street
and St. James Place at around
3:40 am when the 19-year-old
suspect allegedly approached,
pulled out the gun and
screamed, “Give me your [ex-
pletive] money!” before taking
it for himself.

He then fled to the roof of a
Putnam Avenue building, be-
tween Downing Street and
Grand Avenue, where cops
were able to collar him with the
money still on him.

The gun was not found, so
the teen was charged only with
robbery, cops said.

Fashion victim
Clipping a cellphone onto

your belt isn’t just a fashion
faux-pas — it’s also dangerous. 

That’s what a 17-year-old
Bronx resident discovered on
Aug. 17 when he fell asleep on
a Brooklyn-bound 4–train. 

The teen awoke at 7 am at
the Atlantic Avenue station to
find someone has snagged the
clip-on phone.

Road rage
A man followed another man

to his Quincy Street workplace
after an Aug. 16 traffic altercation
and stabbed him in his right thigh
all the way to his bone, piercing
his femur, said cops.

The 43-year-old victim was
on his way to work, between
Classon Avenue and Downing
Street, at around 4 pm when the
assailant, who looked to be
about 30 years old and 5-foot-
10, stabbed him. 

Hot wheels
An early morning thief

showed a Queens man some
Brooklyn hospitality on Aug. 12,
nabbing his yellow motorcycle
from a parking spot at Waverly
and Lafayette avenues.

The 40-year-old bike-owner
returned to the spot at 8:50 am
and discovered that his 2002
Honda CBR  was gone.

COPS...
Continued from page 4

RELIGIOUS 
SERVICES
Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church

484 Washington Ave., Ft. Greene
Sunday School 9:15am

Morning Worship 8:00am & 11:00am
Wed. Bible Study 1:00pm & 7:15pm

718-638-6121
Rev. Clinton M. Miller - Pastor

LM31-12

Cong. B’nai Jacob
Park Slope Synagogue

401 9th Str. btw 6th & 7th Ave.
718-832-1266

Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan
Shabbat: Fri Sundown  Sat 9:30am
CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS
www.parkslopeshul.org

LM30-34

Congregation
Mount Sinai

250 Cadman Plaza W.
Conservative/Egalitarian

A House for Prayer / A Home for People
718-875-9124

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm
Saturday Morning 10:00am

Rabbi Joseph Potasnik A42

Brooklyn
Heights

Synagogue
131 Remsen St. · 718-522-2070

office@bhsbrooklyn.org
Affiliated with the Union of Reform Judaism

A warm, welcoming, and Jewishly 
diverse community, dedicated to 
life-long learning and to caring for 

the world and each other.
Please join us!

Shabbat evening service
every Friday at 6:30 pm

Torah study
every Saturday at 9:30 am

A51

Shabbat Shalom!
Presented by 

B’nai Avraham
of Brooklyn Heights

Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin
www.bnaiavraham.com

Candle
Lighting   

Shabbat Kiteitzei
Fri., Aug. 24, before 7:24 pm
Shabbat Ki Tavo
Fri., Aug. 31, before 7:13 pm

PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER
8th Avenue at 14th St.
Fri. nights at 7:30 pm

Sat. mornings at 10:00 am
Adult Ed Hebrew School

Rabbi Carie Carter
Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

768-1453 A31-26

St. John–St. Matthew–Emanuel
Lutheran Church Park Slope

283 Prospect Ave (5th and 6th Aves.)
(718) 768–0528    www.stjme.org

ELCA — Reconciling in Christ
Summer Sunday Worship 11:00

Rev. David C. Parsons
A31- 20

Smashup
At least three cars were involved in an 8 am accident on
Court Street near Degraw Street on Wednesday morning.
Lots of fenders were bent, but no humans were hurt (though
a neighborhood dog was killed). The crash also knocked
over the community bulletin board in front of D’Amico’s café.
Frank D’Amico told The Brooklyn Paper that the board will
“probably” be replaced.

New toilet
saves water,
planet

By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

Margarita drinkers with small bladders needn’t fret about wast-
ing water at Habana Outpost any longer. As of this Saturday, the
eco-eatery’s two porcelain gods will run on recycled rainwater.

The new system collects rain on the restaurant’s roof and then
stores it in cisterns until it is eventually flushed, said Lori Gibbs, the
director of Urban Studio Brooklyn, which collaborated with the
Outpost on the project. 

“We’re also going to have a sink in one of the bathroom stalls, so
when you wash your hands, the dirty water will go into a planter, the
plants will break down the dirty water, and then it will feed directly
into the toilet,” added Gibbs.

Eight students in graduate and under-graduate architecture pro-
grams throughout the city joined the Studio to design the environ-
mentally friendly water closets. Gibbs claims the eco-toilets will
save an estimated 15,000 gallons of water a week. 

“There’s such a limited amount of water and it gets wasted,” said
Sean Meenan, owner of the Outpost, a Latin-inspired eatery-cum-
bazaar on Fulton Street that also boasts a solar-powered chandelier,
recycled plastic tables and a blender that’s hooked up to an exercise
bike.

“We were trying to figure out a way to save water and be softly
didactic about it,” Meenan said. 

The unveiling of the eco-friendly toilets will take place at the Out-
post (757 Fulton St., at S. Portland Avenue, in Fort Greene) on Satur-
day, Aug. 25, at 5 pm. For information, e-mail lori@ecoeatery.com.
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It may look normal, but this toilet at Habana Outpost in Fort
Greene runs on rainwater.

The ‘sub moron’ to have day in court
By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

The dean of marine mischief
is going to court. 

Carroll Gardens artist Duke
Riley — who set off city terror
alerts earlier this month when he
floated a homemade submarine
too close to a luxury cruise lin-
er— will appear before a New
York State Supreme Court judge
Tuesday in what is likely to be a
short and somewhat absurd hear-
ing. 

As of press time, Riley (left)
wasn’t sure how he would plead to
NYPD charges of reckless opera-
tion and towing of his egg-shaped,
propeller-less, plywood replica of
the Revolutionary War-era subma-
rine, the “Turtle” 

“I don’t know anyone who has
been in this situation before, not
even my lawyer,” the history buff
and former tattoo artist told The
Brooklyn Paper. Riley, who was
also slapped with Coast Guard cita-
tions for having an unsafe vessel
and violating the security zone of

the Queen Mary 2, declined to say
much about his defense as he and
his lawyer haven’t gotten around to
hashing that out yet.   

Upon pressing, Riley admitted
that he had kept flares, emer-
gency horns and life jackets with
him on in the homemade sub,
which was equipped with pumps
and ballasted with chunks of
lead. 

He said that his preparation for
the worst should help in court. 

“I’ve been doing projects on
the river a long time,” he said. “A

lot of thought went into this.” 
Hours after the stunt set off a

red alert that brought a flotilla of
federal and local security agents,
news reporters and art dealers to
the Red Hook pier, it was de-
scribed by Police Commissioner
Ray Kelly as “marine mischief.” 

Even after it was clear that no
harm was done by Riley — who
was ridiculed by TV newscasters
and the daily tabloids as a “sub
moron,” and a “stooge,” — the
commissioner declined to ask the
DA to drop the charges.  Th
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PARK SLOPE PROSPECT HEIGHTS, SUNSET PARK
WINDSOR TERRACE, KENSINGTON

PS ... 
I LOVE YOU

Gersh Kuntzman

Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com

The invasion of the rubber
bands continues unabated in
Park Slope.

Faithful readers of The Brooklyn
Paper will recall my earlier — and
apparently futile — crusade to get
our local mail carriers to stop drop-
ping their brownish-gray rubber
bands all over the neighborhood as
they make their appointed rounds.

You don’t have to be Al Gore
— or even weigh as much as Al
Gore — to think there’s a better use
for perfectly good rubber bands
than to discard them on the ground
in front of mine and my neighbors’
houses.

There is: mail carriers are supposed to bring them back to
their local station and reuse them, a Postal Service spokes-
woman told me.

She also told me that the manager of the post office on Ninth
Street between Fourth and Fifth avenues had told all her carriers
to stop dropping the bands all over the place.

Still, the bands keep showing up.
So my daughter and I gathered up a few dozen rubber bands

— two day’s droppings, by the way — and took them to the
post office last week. My goal was to show the manager the
clear evidence that the letter carriers were still litter couriers.

She could not have cared less.
Now, here’s the part of the column where the writer typically

launches into a bitter tirade against postal workers and the poor
service they provide. This is where the writer might also remind
his readers about that guy who went ballistic in the Kensington
post office earlier this year after being treated rudely by the staff
(if you aren’t one of the 57,000 people who’ve watched his out-

about “the rubber bands.” Eventually, the manager showed up. I
slipped my card under the bullet-proof glass, but she refused to
take it. I asked her to take it, but she refused again. I explained
that I was the guy who wrote the column in The Brooklyn Paper
and that the problem was continuing.

“What do you want me to do about it?” she asked in a tone
that suggested that she intended to do exactly nothing.

For starters, I told her I expected her to take the few dozen
bands that I had on me. She refused, so I shoved them under the
glass and walked out before I could turn into that nut (I mean
sensible postal customer) in Kensington.

But the problem has not been solved. So stay tuned (or check
YouTube in a few weeks. You might find me there).

Gersh Kuntzman, who lives in Park Slope, 
is the editor of The Brooklyn Paper.

THE KITCHEN SINK
They laid down a new coat of paint at the 78th Precinct this

week and already, locals are pleased. It’s true, nothing says “Feel
welcome to report your stolen Honda Civic” like a fresh coat of
Benjamin Moore latex eggshell white. … Good news, bad
news: We hear that one of the men whose lockers were broken
into at the YMCA last week was none other than legendary
Times magazine writer Edward Lewine. The bad news is that
thieves got $6. The good news is that the Y compensated
Lewine with a few free months added to his membership.  … Of
the 17 people picked by the mayor, the governor, and the leaders
of the state Senate, Assembly and City Council, two are friends
of The Brooklyn Paper. Congrats to our subway-scrutinizing pal
Gene Russianoff of NYPIRG and our Sunset Park amiga Eliz-
abeth Yeampierre, who runs UPROSE, Brooklyn’s oldest
Latino community-based organization. Now if only these two
Brooklynites can sway the rest of the hacks on the panel. …
Sixth Avenue between Bergen and Dean streets was co-named
for late police officer William Rivera on Wednesday. Rivera,
who served in the 78th Precinct, died in 2004 after falling
down a fire escape while chasing a burglary suspect.

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com

Rubber band
man fights on

burst on YouTube, check it
out at http://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=CdrqLrd-
YAr0).

I know how that guy felt
— and if my daughter had-
n’t been there, I might be
starring in a YouTube video
of my own.

The insensitivity started
with the first clerk.

“Can I speak to the man-
ager?” I asked politely.

“What’s this about?” the
clerk said, a little too harsh-
ly for my taste.

I explained that it was

COMPACT
REFRIGERATORS!

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn
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and Vision Center
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332 9th St. (Between 5th & 6th Aves.)
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Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology
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Tatyana Galinsky, O.D.

• Comprehensive Eye Exams
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• Full Diabetic Eyecare

Most Medical Insurance Accepted
Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare
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Cup of Coffee
in the City”
–– Fox 5 Good Day New York
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www.rollingpress.com
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

The Bloomberg Administration
has shifted gears, and decided to
expand car-free hours in Prospect
Park.

One week after anti-car activists
blasted the mayor for increasing
car-free hours in Central Park, yet
maintaining the existing biker-
friendly hours in Prospect Park, the
city announced that the East Drive
would now be entirely closed to
traffic on weekdays from 5–7 pm.

The change will “create new op-
portunities for children and families
to enjoy the Prospect Park drive on
weekday afternoons,” said Depart-
ment of Transportation Commis-
sioner Janette Sadik-Khan. “Our
goal is to let the park be a park as
much of the time as possible.”

Naturally, bicycling advocates
hailed the move — but just as pre-
dictably said it did not go far
enough.

“For an extra two hours each
weekday, Brooklynites will breathe

easier as they walk, job, bicycle and
recreate in Prospect Park,” said
Paul Steely White, executive direc-
tor of Transportation Alternatives.

But Steely White was quick to
demand more, pointing out that his
group is still calling for the entire
loop in Prospect Park to be ren-
dered car-free. A 2006 study by the
group found that four out of five
park users would use the park more
often if they did not have to com-
pete with autos. (The fifth person
may be a dentist.)

The mayoral U-turn took Bor-
ough President Markowitz by sur-
prise. Last week, he told the New
York Daily News that expanding
car-free hours in Prospect Park
would push more traffic onto sur-
rounding roads. 

“Further limiting hours [to cars]
would result in unacceptable traffic
backup,” he said then.

Markowitz did not return an e-
mail seeking comment for this sto-
ry.

The new car-free hours will kick
in on Aug. 27.

By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

Keyspan has agreed to clean
the contaminated muck below
Thomas Greene Park, thanks to
a new agreement between state
environmental conservation of-
ficials and the Brooklyn-born
energy company.

The Aug. 10 deal ends years
of legal wrangling over the ex-
tent of the environmental dam-
ages done by fuel refineries that
operated on the banks of the

Gowanus Canal during the 19th
and early 20th century, handing
the 112-year-old company re-
sponsibility for several tracts of
contaminated land that had long
been in dispute.

In addition to removing can-
cer-causing chemicals from the
soil beneath the city-owned park
between Douglass and Degraw
streets, the Downtown-based
company will also be required to
remediate a former fuel-refining
site on Second Avenue now occu-
pied by Pathmark and Lowe’s. 

P’Park gets more
car-free hours

Drivers can expect to see more signs like this now that
Mayor Bloomberg has expanded car-free hours in
Prospect Park.

By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

Gowanus’s own little rodeo
sweetheart wants to bring her
bulls to Prospect Park. 

Debbie Singleton — propri-
etor of Debbie’s Reins and
Things, an outpost for saddles,
Stetsons and steel-toed boots —
has asked the Parks Department
to consider letting her hold a
real live rodeo in the Olmsted
and Vaux landmark. 

“You’d be surprised at the
crowd it would get,” she said.
“A lot of ladies like it, scholars,
young people. Rodeos are per-
fect for Brooklyn.” 

And she ain’t kidding, pard-
ner. 

Singleton led a three-day
bronco-busting and barrel rac-
ing event last weekend at Cedar
Lane Stable in Howard Beach
— home of the Federation of
Black Cowboys. 

Singleton is a member of the
federation, and an emissary to
those city-slickers who don’t

Rodeo gal: Fill the park with bull
this,” she said. “A lot of people
around here have homes upstate
and are training their children to
ride.”

She should know. Singleton
was born in South Carolina,
but raised in Brooklyn. She
spent the early years of her
childhood in Crown Heights
and later moved to an apart-
ment near the Navy Yards in
Fort Greene. Throughout all
those years, she rode horses in
Prospect Park. She says she
knows plenty of other Kings
County cowpokes. 

A Parks Department spokes-
man confirmed that the agency
has been talking to Singleton
about her proposal, though
nothing formal has been pre-
sented. Singleton said she felt
the department was taking her
seriously.

Debbie’s Reins and Thing (332
Douglass St., between Third Av-
enue and Nevins Street). For infor-
mation, call (718) 797-5288 or visit
www.debbiesreinsandthings.com.

Debbie Singleton in front of Debbie’s Reins, her Douglass
Street store.
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know their side-saddle from
their front pocket. She believes
a Prospect Park rodeo could

help turn soft-handed spectators
into urban cowboys.

“There is an audience for

State, Keyspan in major toxic pact
The buried toxins do not

present an immediate danger to
people who use these sites, ac-
cording to state records. Typi-
cally, the chemicals left by gas
manufacturing are only danger-
ous when inhaled or eaten —
and at Thomas Greene Park,
they are buried too far under-
ground for that, experts said.

Nonetheless, the detox is ea-

gerly awaited in Gowanus,
which could blossom into a res-
idential neighborhood bridging
posh Park Slope and Carroll
Gardens if an expected city up-
zoning goes ahead. 

“This cleanup is critically im-
portant, and we have been asking
for it for years,” said Jo Anne Si-
mon, a founder of Friends of
Douglass-Greene Park.

stoopON OUR OTHER
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BOERUM HILL
Keyspan’s cleanup

CLINTON HILL
Fulton St. repairs 

W’MSBURG
Guttman under fire

BAYRIDGE
Fat man walking

online at BrooklynPaper.com



4 PSZ August 25, 2007THE BROOKLYN PAPER • WWW.BROOKLYNPAPER.COM • (718) 834-9350

Brooklyn’s Best

HOTEL
Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities

Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants

Convenient Location

3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, NY SHEEPSHEAD BAY

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com

Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334

8 mi. to JFK • 20 mi. to LaGuardia
BY CHOICE HOTELS

(718) 258-2342

GROOMING • BOARDING
Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited!
GROOMING • BOARDING
Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited!

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments
PUPPIES & KITTENS!PUPPIES & KITTENS!

FREE Kittensw/ Supplies

We Service the
Movie Stars!

2082 Flatbush Ave.  Bklyn, NY

5 STAR

WE SHIP Over 35
Years Exp.

BUYDIRECT

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

A woman was carried into
an alley and beaten by two
thugs on a busy stretch of
Ninth Street late on Aug. 18.

The 20-year-old victim told
cops that she had left the
YMCA, which is between Fifth
and Sixth avenues, at just be-
fore midnight when she was set
upon by two men, whom she
described as 18-year-olds.

One of the men grabbed her
from behind while the other
showed off a blunt instrument
and then grabbed her legs. After
carrying her into the alleyway,
both men beat her about the
head, causing “redness and
swelling.”

She broke away from her as-
sailants and ran home, but the
perps got away with her cell-
phone.

Burgs in burg
There were at least three bur-

glaries in the area last week.
Here’s how they went down:

• A Fourth Street house was
broken into on Aug. 17 while
its owners were on vacation,
cops said. Thieves had entered
the house by forcing open the
iron bars on a security gate and
then breaking through a glass
door. They got away with a lap-
top computer and a mountain
bike.

• An apartment on Prospect
Park West was broken into on
Aug. 17 after perps broke
through a rear window at the
building, which is between 12th
and 13th streets. Thieves got
away with a trove of electron-

Horrifying mugging near YMCA
POLICE BLOTTER

ics, including two laptops and
an iPod.

• A thief impersonating a
Housing Authority exterminator
tricked a resident of the Wyck-
off Houses into letting him into
her apartment on Aug. 17. 

The thug didn’t steal any-

thing, but used an unidentified
weapon to injure the 45-year-
old woman. 

Cops are looking for a 6-
foot, 200-pound black man
with brown eyes, black hair,
close cut hair and “blotchy”
skin.

Farm aid
A thief took advantage of the

situation on Aug. 18, taking a
woman’s handbag after she set
it down on the ground to shop
at the farmer’s market in Grand
Army Plaza.

The Sixth Avenue woman
told cops that she put the bag
down at around 1 pm and lost a
cellphone, her wallet, various
ID cards and the handbag itself.

Gave it up
A trio of hoods mugged a

man on 13th Street after sur-
rounding him and demanding
cash on Aug. 16.

The 22-year-old victim told
cops that he was approaching
the corner of Fifth Avenue at
around 2:30 am when the three-
some surrounded him and one
man asked, “Where’s the mon-
ey?”

The victim answered suc-
cinctly: “The wallet is in my
back right pocket,” he said. 

One of the thugs took the
wallet — which contained $40
— and all three fled up 13th
Street towards Prospect Park,
cops said.

The man could only describe
two of his assailants: a 5-foot-
10, 250-pound black man, age
19, with short brown hair; and a
5-foot-6, 150-pound Asian man
with short brown hair. He had
no description on the third man,
whom police described as a
lookout.

Some armory
For the second week in a

row, a crime has been reported
at the armory complex on
Eighth Avenue and 14th Street
— this time, the theft of hun-
dreds of dollars worth of copper
wiring.

Sometime between Aug. 8
and Aug. 15, a thief broke into
a locked storage room at the ar-
mory, which houses a woman’s
shelter and is being converted
into a sports complex. 

The manager of the compa-
ny installing electrical equip-
ment in the building told cops
that many people had access to
the area around the storage
room during the period that the
crime went down — but only
he has the key to the room it-
self. He told police that the door
was indeed secure during the
entire weeklong period.

That explains why cops later
found that a portion of wall had
been removed, giving the thief
access to the room — and the
37 spools of copper wiring that
he stole.

Cops say that a price hike in
copper has led to a rash of such
thefts at construction sites.

“It’s more valuable than
gold,” said one officer in a
neighboring precinct. “And the
thieves know it.”

YM ouch A
A thief was obviously work-

ing the locker room at a popular
YMCA on Ninth Street because
several men reported that their
stuff had been stolen while they
worked out on Aug. 18.

The victims told cops that
they re-entered the locker room
at around 4:30 pm after their
workouts and discovered the
thefts.

In one case, three people had
stashed their stuff in one locker.
That trio lost cash, credit cards,
a library card, a cellphone and a
pair of designer shorts.

The other victim, a 67-year-
old, said he lost credit cards, his
keys, a cellphone and $60.

In both cases, the padlocks
had been cut.

The wheel deal
In what has become a week-

ly Police Blotter staple, at least
three more cars were stolen off

RELIGIOUS 
SERVICES
Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church

484 Washington Ave., Ft. Greene
Sunday School 9:15am

Morning Worship 8:00am & 11:00am
Wed. Bible Study 1:00pm & 7:15pm

718-638-6121
Rev. Clinton M. Miller - Pastor

LM31-12

Cong. B’nai Jacob
Park Slope Synagogue

401 9th Str. btw 6th & 7th Ave.
718-832-1266

Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan
Shabbat: Fri Sundown  Sat 9:30am
CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS
www.parkslopeshul.org

LM30-34

Congregation
Mount Sinai

250 Cadman Plaza W.
Conservative/Egalitarian

A House for Prayer / A Home for People
718-875-9124

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm
Saturday Morning 10:00am

Rabbi Joseph Potasnik A42

Brooklyn
Heights

Synagogue
131 Remsen St. · 718-522-2070

office@bhsbrooklyn.org
Affiliated with the Union of Reform Judaism

A warm, welcoming, and Jewishly 
diverse community, dedicated to 
life-long learning and to caring for 

the world and each other.
Please join us!

Shabbat evening service
every Friday at 6:30 pm

Torah study
every Saturday at 9:30 am

A51

Shabbat Shalom!
Presented by 

B’nai Avraham
of Brooklyn Heights

Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin
www.bnaiavraham.com

Candle
Lighting   

Shabbat Kiteitzei
Fri., Aug. 24, before 7:24 pm
Shabbat Ki Tavo
Fri., Aug. 31, before 7:13 pm

PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER
8th Avenue at 14th St.
Fri. nights at 7:30 pm

Sat. mornings at 10:00 am
Adult Ed Hebrew School

Rabbi Carie Carter
Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

768-1453 A31-26

St. John–St. Matthew–Emanuel
Lutheran Church Park Slope

283 Prospect Ave (5th and 6th Aves.)
(718) 768–0528    www.stjme.org

ELCA — Reconciling in Christ
Summer Sunday Worship 11:00

Rev. David C. Parsons
A31- 20

Park Slope streets last week.
Here’s a round-up (no pun in-
tended):

• A 10th Street man parked
his 1995 Acura near his home,
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues on Aug. 6 at around 4
pm. When he went to move it a
week later, it was gone.

• On the same block, a
woman parked her 1997 Dodge
Caravan on Aug. 12 at around
11:30 pm. When she returned to
it just six hours later, it was
gone.

• A Long Island woman
parked her 1997 Infinity on
Eighth Avenue on Aug. 13 at
around 1 am. But when she re-
turned to the spot, which was
near the corner of Fourth Street,
two days later, the car (and the
two child seats in the back) was
gone.

Smashup
At least three cars were involved in an 8 am accident on
Court Street near Degraw Street on Wednesday morning.
Lots of fenders were bent, but no humans were hurt (though
a neighborhood dog was killed). Park Slopers heard about
the crash and were reminded that the city had once hoped
to make Seventh Avenue a one-way street in an effort to
make it as “safe” as one-way Court Street.
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YELLOW 
HOOKER

Matthew Lysiak

DYKER HEIGHTS
BATH BEACH

Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com

C ity Hall has unleashed teams
of inspectors in Cushmen
scooters with a mission to im-

prove the quality of life.
But exactly whose life will actu-

ally be improved isn’t so clear.
The plan is ambitious. Mayor

Bloomberg says the three-wheeled
scooters will hit every block at least
once a month to report on those
pesky annoyances of city life (see
news story, page 14).

But up high on this columnist’s
list of pesky annoyances happens to
be those three-wheeled scooters.

They don’t go fast, they clog up roads, and there are about a
gazillion little scooters already employed by Traffic Enforce-
ment officers wreaking havoc on residents.

In fact, the idea of more scooters continuously racing around
the streets of Bay Ridge sounds more like an Orwellian night-
mare than a kind-hearted blessing from the mayor.

Known as Street Conditions Observation Unit Teams (or
SCOUT), the inspectors are already patrolling our community
with handheld satellite-aided devices to transmit reports on litter,
potholes, graffiti, and other quality-of-life problems directly into
the 311 system.

You know, just in case the local cops, the fleet of traffic en-
forcement agents, the next-door neighbor who has 311 on her
speed dial, and the seven cameras per city block miss some-
thing.

Simply put: residents have enough units observing us and
don’t need more scooters.

But pols seem to believe there can never be enough sets of
eyes, and wheels, even if residents already feel overexposed.

Great, but this sudden urgency for this new bureaucracy is
questionable.

The mayor’s office found city streets to be at a record-break-
ing high, with 94.3 percent of streets rated “acceptably clean” in
2007.

In other words, streets are already historically clean, so then
what exactly is the purpose of this new scooter patrol, anyway?

Some residents had their own ideas.
“Not one person I know wants more of these government

scooters on the road,” said scooter-weary resident Phil Millard.
“Only the politicians love these kinds of programs, but maybe at
least at the end of the day, there really will be less trash and
cleaner roads.”

Yellow Hooker isn’t holding his breath, but he does have
some ideas of his own.

If there are any politicians sincerely interested in improving
the quality of this columnist’s life, then the goal shouldn’t be
more government scooters, but less.

Not to mention the fact that I could fill this entire paper with
some real quality-of-life suggestions. Here’s one: how about
buying flags to stick on the top of fire hydrants so that car own-
ers won’t have to leave so much space on either side of the
pump? With the flags, firemen will have an easier time finding
the hydrants, and we can all get a few more empty spaces per
block.

Yeah, it would look weird, but talk about improving the qual-
ity of life!

Matthew Lysiak is a writer who lives in Bay Ridge.

THE KITCHEN SINK
Congrats to Ridge residents Mary Luo and David Kang,

who tied the knot last Saturday with a unique celebration that
skillfully combined Asian and American traditions and cuisines.
While The Sink is glad Dave got himself a first-class wife, we
have to admit that we fear our columnist has lost a babysitter.
Burning garbage can fires have appeared more prevalent
this summer than any time in recent memory, at least according
to one source, who says kids have been setting fires to the
garbage near Owls Head Park, at Colonial Avenue near 67th
Street. The source wants to remind residents that if you spot a
can of flaming fire report it to the authorities. Here’s a group that
doesn’t mind saying, “We told you so!” Bay Ridge Neigh-
bors for Peace are planning a rally against Rep. Vito Fos-
sella (R–Bay Ridge) for his support of the War in Iraq — which
is in its fifth year and going pretty badly. A Dunkin Donut in-
spector recently contacted Chock Full of Nuts, located on
Third Avenue near 79th Street, to speak with the owner about
the scandal, broken in these pages, that the rogue Chock Full
was buying day-old donuts from Dunkin and then reselling
them. Thankfully, the java spot is now under new ownership and
the reviews thus far have been thumbs-up. A car garage on
18th Avenue, between 87th and 88th Streets, just sold for $3
million. The 11,000-square-foot lot will be combined with other,
previously purchased, adjoining properties, according to
Massey Knakal Realty Services, the broker on the deal.

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

Beware of these
boy SCOUTs

“SCOUT [will] improve
the quality of life through-
out this community,” said
Councilman Vince Gentile
(D–Bay Ridge). The May-
or, who dreamed up this
scheme, agreed: “This new
team will bring an extra set
of eyes to our city streets.
Whenever I’m driving
through the city and I see a
pothole or garbage on the
street, I’ll pick up the phone
and report the problem to
311, now we’ll deploy a
team of veteran city work-
ers to do the same.”

Brooklyn’s Best
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Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet
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(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com

Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334

8 mi. to JFK • 20 mi. to LaGuardia
BY CHOICE HOTELS

Loose Dentures?
GO AHEAD....
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Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony
on ABC & Fox News

• This advanced system is FDA-Approved.
• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure.
• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing.
• No pain or discomfort.
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Motor Inn
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business
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• 24 hour security
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Phone: (718) 946-9200
Fax: (718) 266-0888

By Matthew Lysiak
The Brooklyn Paper

Money talks.
That is the message of one local pol after

the recent announcement that a local con-
struction project might actually be complet-
ed ahead of schedule.

Construction work on the Verrazano-Nar-
rows Bridge, originally scheduled to be
completed in March, 2009, will now be
completed by next September, six months
ahead of time — and it’s all because Rep.
Vito Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) urged the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Authority to add
cash incentives into the rehab contract.

“I asked the MTA to add incentives be-
cause I was confident it could speed up the
completion of this project,” said Fossella. “I

am delighted the MTA followed up on my
suggestion.”

The incentives prove the widely held
adage that money matters. According to the
MTA, the revised plan will add $6.2 million
to the $58.8-million project, but the money
will only be spent if the job really does get
shortened from 21 to 15 months (barring ex-
treme weather conditions).

The contractor will use this incentive to
add additional workers for extra shifts,
which is welcome to news to the already
congested nearby communities. 

“That is great,” said bridge commuter
Mark Lillmars. “Now only if they lowered
the toll, too, then I’d do a little dance.”

Construction began last June, when one
lane in each direction on the Bridge was closed

to allow for a rehab of the lower level exit
ramp, the complete removal and reconstruc-
tion of the roadway, parapet wall and utilities,
and rehabilitation of the steel beneath. Already,
the work has led to congestion on the bridge
that has spilled onto the streets of Bay Ridge.

The good news also comes as an unex-
pected relief for residents who have grown
accustomed to expecting the worse from lo-
cal construction projects, such as a water
and sewer line project at 92nd Street and
Fort Hamilton Parkway that was supposed
to be completed in one year, but took 18
months, said Josephine Beckmann, district
manager of Community Board 10.

“And minor work continues [on that
project] to this day,” she added.

By Matthew Lysiak
The Brooklyn Paper

A larger-than-life local fig-
ure’s losing ways has him
halfway towards winning a
huge cash jackpot.

Bay Ridge resident Will Mil-
lender, 26, recently embarked
on a 10-week, 550-mile walk
from Boston to Washington as
part of the new reality show
“Fat March,” in which 12 su-
per-sized contestants lose
weight to win cash.

The show’s filming wrapped
up in July and Millender is
back in Bay Ridge — but he’s
sworn to confidentiality. 

On Aug. 6, he was spotted at

Verrazano fix-up zooms along
Construction work on the Verrazano Bridge is on track to finish up six months ahead of schedule.

the Wicked Monk on Fifth Av-
enue near 84th Street, kicking
back some drinks while watch-
ing his reality television debut.

It’s reality TV at its best. Un-
like other weight-loss shows
like “The Biggest Loser” and
“Celebrity Fit Club,” contest-
ants on “Fat March” aren’t bat-
tling each other but trying to
become one big band of broth-
ers.

If they stay together by the
end of the walk, they share a
$1.2-million pot — but every
time someone drops out, or is
voted out for slowing the others
down, the pot is reduced by
$100,000.

Predictably, the tall task had
taken its toll on the oversized
contestants. 

By this week’s episode, the

walkers had already marched
the 230 miles from Boston to
Times Square, but the group
was down to nine losers.

But Millender was still on
the march.

Millender told The Brooklyn
Paper that ABC does not allow
him to give interviews while
the show is still airing, but
those who saw Bay Ridge’s
newest reality star say his
weight loss looked dramatic.

“He actually looks like a dif-
ferent person,” said Bridget
Lysiak (yes relation), who saw
Millender strolling on 86th
Street near Fourth Avenue.
“The man could have easily lost
100 pounds.”

Millender weighed in at 474
pounds before the march. He
was down to 424, a loss of 48
pounds, in the weigh-in at the
end of Monday’s episode. 

Of course, shedding those
pounds in such a quick amount
of time had its price.

“On top of a weird muscle
pain in my chest area, I also had
a bit of chafing under my belly

Ridge man keeps gaining by losing

Will Millender

See MARCH on page 4

See our listings:
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By Matthew Lysiak
The Brooklyn Paper

The death of Dyker
Heights firefighter Joseph
Graffagnino in Saturday’s
massive Deutsche Bank blaze
horrified an entire city, and
also turned a typically rau-
cous Third Avenue bar into
an impromptu memorial this
week.

Graffagnino, 33, died along-
side Robert Beddia, 53, in the
fire at the crippled financial
building near Ground
Zero,which has been empty
since the 9-11 attacks and was
being taken down piece by
piece to minimize the spread
of toxins.

Graffagnino, who lived in
Dyker Heights, had been tend-
ing bar at the Salty Dog just
hours earlier. 

This week, the memories
flowed.

“Joe spread so much joy to
everyone he met,” said friend
and co-worker Bekim Leka.
“The guy always had this
smile on his face and it became
contagious.”

The bar, which caters to

By Matthew Lysiak
and Michael Giardina
The Brooklyn Paper

These guys must have
missed that episode of “Law
and Order.”

That is one reasonable con-
clusion after three local men
robbed a popular Third Avenue
candy store on Aug. 19, but
then did nothing to conceal
their identities as they fled.

The heist went down at 6:40
am, when two gunmen came
into the store, which is near
93rd Street, and demanded
money. 

The men then grabbed the
register and ran outside and into
a waiting Chevy Tahoe that was
driven by a third man, accord-
ing to police.  

The register had about $500,
but cops shouldn’t have too many
problems nabbing these guys, es-
pecially since the storeowner rec-
ognized both of the perps and
also managed to get the license
plate of the getaway car.

Ex drama
Hell hath no fury like a man

scorned.
A 26-year-woman’s jealous

ex-boyfriend is having a hard
time dealing with the fact that
she has moved on to another
man, but swiped her wallet and
cellphone as a rude consolation
prize on Aug. 18.

The trouble began at around
11:30 pm, when the victim left
her Fourth Avenue house,
which is near 86th Street, and
was immediately confronted by
her ex-boyfriend. 

The scorned lover began
screaming and shouting and de-
manded to know the phone
number of the new boyfriend,
according to police.

The victim tried to walk
away from the heated argu-
ment, but before she could
leave, the thug grabbed her
phone and her purse, which
contained $80, and ran off.

Gold bug
Burglars robbed a Fourth Av-

enue home of $21,500 worth of
gold jewelry — including an
expensive gold bracelet, valued
at $7,000 — on Aug. 19.

The 52-year-old victim told
cops that he had left his home,
which is near 97th Street, at 10
am and was only gone for an
hour.

Laptop swiped
A 30-year-old woman says

her apartment was robbed on

68th Precinct
Aug. 19.

The victim left her Fourth
Avenue unit, which is near 88th
Street, to go to work only to re-
turn at 6 pm to discover her lap-
top computer and two bracelets
missing, according to police.

There was no value listed for
the stolen items. 

Teen trouble 
A teenager had his bike, cell-

phone and cash swiped by two
thugs who attacked him on
Aug. 18. 

The 15-year-old was biking
on Bath Avenue, near Bay 25th
Street, at around 3 pm when the
two thieves approached.

“Give me your money, or I’ll
stick you,” said one of the as-
sailants before he punched the
victim and rummaged through
his pockets. 

The thieves took $20, along
with the phone and the moun-
tain bike, police said. 

The perps fled down Bath
Avenue, one holding the cash
and the other riding the hot
wheels, police added. 

Auto lapse 
A woman had her car stolen

right in front of her eyes after
leaving the keys in the ignition
as she went into her friends
Highlawn Avenue home on
Aug. 17.

When the 46-year-old went

62nd Precinct

into the home, which is near
West Eighth Street, at around
6:30 pm, she left the engine
running on the 2000 tan
Hyundai. Moments later, she
returned to find the car driving
off, police said. 

The four-door sedan has
New Jersey plate number
LYB16V. Anyone who spots
the vehicle is asked to call the
62nd Precinct at (718) 236-
2611.

Two for one 
Two residents of a Stillwell

Avenue apartment building re-
turned home on Aug. 15 to find
their front doors busted open
and their property missing. 

The first victim came home
at around 8 am and discovered
that thugs had broken in and
robbed more than $1,200 that
the 36-year-old had stashed in-
side his apartment, which is
near 85th Street, police said. 

Two hours later, the second
resident came home to find a
similar scene. 

Thugs managed to break
through the front door, and
swiped $650, along with elec-
tronics, police said. 

Both break-ins went off
without a hitch, giving the bur-
glars a clean get away. 

AM argument 
An early morning argument

turned violent and resulted in
the beating and robbing of man
by two complete strangers on

Aug. 15. 
The dispute began at around

3 pm on Kings Highway, near
West Sixth Street, when the
dastardly duo approached the
victim and started arguing with
him.

At some point, one of the
villains attacked the 27-year-old
victim, punching and kicking
him, and swiping $150 and his
cellphone from his pants pock-
et, police said. 

Bay Street stalk
A woman was followed, at-

tacked and robbed by two thugs
in the early morning hours on
Aug. 14. 

The 18-year-old first saw the
stalkers on 86th Street, which is
just up the block from her
home. Frightened, she began to
run home, but the two punks
caught up to her and pushed her
to the ground in front of her
house.

“Hand your stuff over,” one
perp told her. The other punk
didn’t wait for a response and
stole her cash, passport and
drivers license, police said.

The muggers left her on the
pavement and fled on foot.

Shopping spree
A man returned after a long

day of running errands on Aug.
14 to find that thieves had bro-
ken into his 20th Lane apart-

ment. 
The 67-year-old returned to

his home, which is near 20th
Avenue, at around 2 pm and
found that thieves had busted
open his front door and swiped
$1,600, including electronics
and jewelry, police said. 

Water worked
At least two women were

victims of meter reader im-
posters last week. 

The first incident was on
Aug. 9, when the scam artists
approached a Bay 31st Street
home at around 11:40 am. They
told the resident, a 72-year-old,
that they needed to get in to
check the water meter.

Once inside, they split up
and rummaged through the
house, which is near 86th
Street. 

They left with jewelry and
fled without even checking one
meter gauge, police said. 

The second incident was on
Aug. 15, within a West 11th
Street home. In this case, the
imposter approached the home,
which is near Avenue S, at
around 10 am. 

The criminal asked to read
the meter, and instead went into
the 49-year-old’s bedroom,
stealing $1,000 in cash and jew-
elry. 

Cops are investigating
whether the crimes are related.

Ridge gang attack
may be racial
By Matthew Lysiak
The Brooklyn Paper

Two men were attacked outside the V-Lounge, a popu-
lar Eighth Avenue nightclub, on Aug. 17 in a case that
may have been racially motivated, police said.

The two victims, who are both black, told cops that they
were standing alone when a large group of Asian men ap-
proached them outside the club at 1 am.

At some point, one of the men pulled a club and knocked
the 26-year-old victim in the head while his pal, also 26,
was attacked by glass bottles, according to police.

The thugs fled into a silver Mercury, and the wounded
club-hoppers were treated at the scene for minor injuries.
Only later were questions raised about the gang’s violent
motivations.

A witness told police that the apparent ringleader of the
gang, who was described as a 5-foot-11 Asian man with a
heavy build, dark black sunglasses and slicked-back black
hair, ordered the others to inflict pain.

“If you are my brothers, you will get them,” a witness re-
ported hearing.

The victims were not robbed, and the senseless violence
was the first of its kind at the club, which is between 62nd
and 63rd streets.

By Matthew Lysiak
The Brooklyn Paper

A plan to build a new Home
Depot and 214 units of housing
atop a vacant Bay Ridge railyard
moved a step closer to reality after
gaining the approval of Borough
President Markowitz last week.

Markowitz gave his support to
developer Andrew Kohen, who
needs a rezoning so he can build the
profitable residential units in the
complex, which would consist of an
11-story residential and office build-
ing plus the 100,000-square-foot

Home Depot.
Markowit’z approval did come

with strings, however thin. He re-
quired that Kohen set aside 20 per-
cent of the units as “affordable,” in-
stall a traffic light and crosswalk at
62nd Street and Eighth Avenue, and
participate in a traffic study after the
center opens. Kohen has already
promised to do all of those things.

The borough president’s approval
follows a recommendation by Com-
munity Board 10.

Opponents say Kohen is trying to
build too much housing on the site,
but the developer said housing is

The Brooklyn Paper

Borough President Markowitz
signed off on Century 21’s plan to
turn an old bowling alley into a
six-story parking garage for 279
cars on 87th Street.

The lot could help ease parking
congestion during daytime shopping
hours and also at night, as Century
21 has promised to allow local
restaurants to use the lot for valet
parking, freeing up space on the
street.

In addition to the parking garage,
Century 21 hopes to add a level of
retail space on 87th Street and plant
six trees on the roof, according to ar-

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

The Bloomberg Administration has shifted
gears, and decided to expand car-free hours in
Prospect Park.

One week after anti-car activists blasted the
mayor for increasing car-free hours in Central
Park, yet maintaining the existing biker-friendly
hours in Prospect Park, the city announced that the
East Drive would now be entirely closed to traffic
on weekdays from 5–7 pm.

The change “create new opportunities for chil-
dren and families to enjoy the Prospect Park drive
on weekday afternoons,” said Department of
Transportation Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan.
“Our goal is to let the park be a park as much of
the time as possible.”

Naturally, bicycling advocates hailed the move
— but just as predictably said it did not go far
enough.

“For an extra two hours each weekday, Brook-
lynites will breathe easier as they walk, job, bicy-
cle and recreate in Prospect Park,” said Paul Steely
White, executive director of Transportation Alter-
natives.

But Steely White was quick to demand more,
pointing out that his group is still calling for the en-
tire loop in Prospect Park to be rendered car-free.
A 2006 study by the group found that four out of
five park users would use the park more often if
they did not have to compete with autos. (The fifth
person may be a dentist.)

The mayoral U-turn took Borough President
Markowitz by surprise. Last week, he told the
New York Daily News that expanding car-free

hours in Prospect Park would push more traffic
onto surrounding roads. 

“Further limiting hours [to cars] would result in
unacceptable traffic backup,” he said then.

Markowitz did not return an e-mail seeking
comment for this story.

The new car-free hours will kick in on Aug. 27.

Assaults up
Last week, we reported on large drops in crime in Bay
Ridge’s 68th Precinct. This week, Bensonhurst’s 62nd
Precinct reported its own decrease in crime so far this
year, but with an alarming increase in assaults. All statis-
tics are from Jan. 1 through Aug. 19. Source: NYPD
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Candy store heist goes sour
POLICE BLOTTER

Longer car-free
hours in P’Park

Beep approves Century 21 lot and Home Depot

Dyker hero lost in
Deutsche Bank fire  

Special memorial bunting was hung over the entrance of the Salty Dog in Bay Ridge to honor
dead firefighter Joseph Graffagnino, a neighborhood resident, who was killed in the
Deutsche Bank fire last week.

firefighters, hung black-and-
purple memorial bunting in
honor of Graffagnino, and
flowers started gathering at the

ad-hoc memorial.
“Everyone just seemed to

start gravitating here,” said
Leka. “We have had other fire-

fighters and friends coming in
and out.”

Copies of the daily papers,
with covers featuring pictures

of “Joey Bots,” were scattered
over the bar. The replica fire
truck, usually filled with chil-
dren at play, now served as a
haunting reminder to the perils
of the job.

“Joe was seriously the
nicest guy you could meet,”
said a friend, John Malloy. “I
know it sounds cliché, but it’s
true, I honestly don’t think I
ever knew a nicer guy.”

Graffagnino was an eight-
year veteran who leaves be-
hind his wife, Linda, a nurse
he married in 2002. He worked
out of Ladder Company 5 in
Greenwich Village. 

Monday would have been
his 34th birthday. Instead, his
funeral was Thursday at St.
Ephrem’s Church on Bay
Ridge Parkway.

Joseph Graffagnino

Drivers can expect to see more signs like
this now that Mayor Bloomberg has ex-
panded car-free hours in Prospect Park.

Garage to replace
bowling alley

chitect David Nicholson.
The proposal needs a zoning

change before it can procede, hence
the Borough President’s approval
last week.

The site, which is between Fourth
and Fifth avenues, was once home

to the Mark Lanes, a popular bowl-
ing alley.

The City Planning Commission
will vote on the application within 60
days before it advances to an expected
approval by the City Council.

— Matthew Lysiak

Superstore and housing for
railroad site on Eighth Ave

needed.
“Unless people stop having

babies and looking for jobs,
then we need development,”
said Kohen.

The developer still faces a
few more hurdles. The City
Planning Commission has 60
days to vote on the rezoning
application before it advances
to the City Council, where it is
backed by Councilman Vince
Gentile (D–Bay Ridge).

“It will bolster the area, spruce
up the surroundings and provide
significant employment and
housing,” Gentile said.

Even if City Planning rejects
the proposal, the project would
still go ahead if the Council
and Mayor Bloomberg approve
it as expected.

which cause me an extreme discomfort,” lament-
ed Millender on his blog at realitywanted.net.

“After a visit to the bathroom, the pain of
that, combined with how I had been feeling for
the day, caused an unexpected emotional out-
burst and subsequent blackout.”

Trial, tribulations, and even a slice of celebri-
ty are nothing new for Millender, who has bat-
tled his weight for several years, and whose im-
age can still be found on storefront posters
across Ridge for his first place showing at the
Fifth Avenue pizza-eating contest last June at
Rocco’s Pizzeria (Millender was cheered to vic-
tory by a huge crowd that included a once-leg-
endary eater, the now-slimmed down Borough
President Markowitz).

He ate 10 slices in the regulation 12 minutes.
The performance made him a legend.

“Fat March” airs Monday nights at 9 pm on ABC.

MARCH…
Continued from page 3

By Matthew Lysiak
The Brooklyn Paper

Councilman Vince Gentile (D–Bay
Ridge) scored a huge victory in his war
against the Department of Sanitation last
week when the city tightened the rules re-
garding how recycling violation summonses
can be written.

The move comes after months of back and
forth between the city and Gentile, who has
complained that enforcement agents were giv-
ing tickets for minor violations, like putting a
single soda can in the trash rather than in the
recycling bin.

As a result, Gentile introduced legislation
barring inspectors from handing out recycling
summonses unless the alleged litterbug had at
least five recyclable items in the regular trash.
Each item also must be listed on the actual
ticket. 

“Now if that requirement isn’t followed, we
will use their own protocol to [get these tick-
ets] dismissed,” said Gentile. “We don’t think
someone who accidentally puts a newspaper or
a can in their regular trash, should be pun-
ished. It’s excessive.”

But the good news came a few months too
late for some residents.

In March, residents of 73rd Street between
Fourth and Fifth avenues returned from work

to discover litter summonses. One woman
even got a ticket for a dirty driveway — even
though she didn’t have a driveway!

The Department of Sanitation declined to
comment on the new rules.

Gentile trashes Sanitation

By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s own little rodeo sweetheart
wants to bring her bulls to Prospect Park. 

Debbie Singleton — proprietor of Debbie’s
Reins and Things, an outpost for saddles, Stet-
sons and steel-toed boots — has asked the Parks
Department to consider letting her hold a real
live rodeo in the Olmsted and Vaux landmark. 

Rodeo gal wants to
fill park with bull

Debbie Singleton in front of Debbie’s
Reins, her Douglass Street store.
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“You’d be surprised at the crowd it would
get,” she said. “A lot of ladies like it, scholars,
young people. Rodeos are perfect for Brooklyn.” 

And she ain’t kidding, pardner. 
Singleton led a three-day bronco-busting and

barrel racing event last weekend at Cedar Lane
Stable in Howard Beach — home of the Federa-
tion of Black Cowboys. 

Singleton is a member of the federation, and
an emissary to those city-slickers who don’t
know their side-saddle from their front pocket.
She believes a Prospect Park rodeo could help
turn soft-handed spectators into urban cowboys.

“There is an audience for this,” she said. “A
lot of people around here have homes upstate
and are training their children to ride.”

She should know. Singleton was born in
South Carolina, but raised in Brooklyn. She
spent the early years of her childhood in Crown
Heights and later moved to an apartment near
the Navy Yards in Fort Greene. Throughout all
those years, she rode horses in Prospect Park.
She says she knows plenty of other Kings Coun-
ty cowpokes. 

A Parks Department spokesman confirmed
that the agency has been talking to Singleton
about her proposal, though nothing formal has
been presented. Singleton said she felt the de-
partment was taking her seriously.

Debbie’s Reins and Thing (332 Douglass St.,
between Third Avenue and Nevins Street). For in-
formation, call (718) 797-5288 or visit www.deb-
biesreinsandthings.com.

Andrew Kohen’s plan for a Home
Depot and an 11-story apartment
building on Eighth Avenue moved
ahead last week with a nod from
Borough President Markowitz.
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Century 21’s proposed garage on 87th Street is rolling ahead,
thanks to Borough President Markowitz’s approval last week.
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Tom Gilbert

America and Germany — the odd cou-
ple of international beer — are having
a baby.

Twins, actually.
In Williamsburg.
The German beer industry is one of the

world’s most conservative. The American
beer industry is one of the most dynamic
and changeable, which only adds spice to
this summer’s collaboration between
Bavaria’s G. Schneider and Sohn and
Williamsburg’s Brooklyn Brewery on a
new beer called Schneider-Brooklyner
Hopfen-Weisse.

We American beer drinkers — if that is
not a redundancy — run the gamut from
those who wash down our nachos with
practically tasteless “industrial” brands like
Coors and Budweiser, to those who enjoy
exploring the broad range of the world’s beer styles, from deep dark stouts to
crisp India pale ales to champagne-like Pilsners.

“German beer drinkers don’t like change,” explained Brooklyn Brewery’s
brewmaster Garrett Oliver during a recent visit. “No German brewery has in-
troduced a new beer style in the past 30 years.” This is not surprising, perhaps,
in a country where all beer must confirm to the Reinheitgebot, the more than
400-year-old “beer purity” law.

One thing German consumers don’t like is a British technique called “dry-
hopping,” in which hops, a standard ingredient in most beers, are added very
late in the brewing process. This gives the beer a distinctively bitter flavor and
complex aroma.

German brewers, on the other hand, may be harboring a repressed urge to
break free. Not long ago, Oliver hosted a number of his German colleagues at
a Brooklyn Brewery beer dinner. One of the beers on the menu was Brooklyn
Brewery’s own eccentric concoction, Blast!, which Oliver calls “a riotous cele-
bration of hops.” To Oliver’s surprise, his German guests had a blast(!) drink-
ing Blast!

Hence this summer’s collaboration between Oliver and his G. Schneider and
Sohn counterpart, Hans-Peter Drexler. First, Oliver traveled to Germany to di-

Let’s drink to
this new beer

rect the brewing of the Ger-
man version of Schneider-
Brooklyner Hopfen-Weisse,
using his favorite European
hops. This beer went on sale
in July.

This was followed by
Drexler’s visit to Brooklyn,
where he oversaw the brew-
ing of the American version,
using his favorite American
hops.

While a project like this
may be something new — it
is the first collaboration in G.
Schneider and Sohn’s 150
years — it also represents a
fitting homage to Brooklyn
beer tradition.

North Brooklyn was
known in the 19th century as
“Brewery Row” for its
dozens of breweries, all pro-
ducing German-style beers,

including the Weisse, or wheat beer that G. Schneider and Sohn have made
world-famous. At one point, 10 percent of the nation’s beer was made here.

The 20th century decline of the area’s German neighborhoods — plus Pro-
hibition and the rise of mass-produced, mostly Midwestern-made industrial
beers — hit Brooklyn brewing hard. When F. and M. Schaefer, Williamsburg’s
oldest brewery, shut down in 1976, not a single bottle of beer was brewed in
Brooklyn or anywhere in New York City.

That is, until 1996, when the Brooklyn Brewery opened on North 11th Street
and began turning out Brooklyn East India Pale Ale, Black Chocolate Stout,
Pennant Ale and the rest of its popular line. In 1984, Brooklyn had hired a
fourth-generation German-American brewmaster from Brooklyn, William M.
Moeller, to create a recipe for Brooklyn Lager, which was originally made up-
state in Utica, based on brewing records and formulas left by Moeller’s grand-
father to his sons.

There is more, however, to the connection between Brooklyn’s brewing present

By Rachel Corbett
for The Brooklyn Paper

Williamsburg and Green-
point residents were shocked to
learn that Joshua Guttman, the
notorious developer whose
Greenpoint Terminal Market
mysteriously burned down last
May, has been pursuing new
projects without being held ac-
countable for a host of building
violations.

Guttman (right) has yet to re-
pair the market building, and he
faces $4.7 million in fines for
failing to maintain the piers and
bulkheads of his Greenpoint wa-
terfront property, city records
show.

“People are outraged that the
Greenpoint Terminal Market —
which many people thought land-
mark-worthy — has been left in
ruins,” said Evan Thies, chairman
of Community Board 1’s Envi-
ronment Committee. “Guttman
should not be allowed to be
building in Greenpoint, Williams-
burg, or anywhere else.”

Guttman and his family also
owe the city $59,000 in fines,
and he has some $52,000 in un-
paid property taxes, the New
York Post reported on Monday.
Despite all this, he is continuing
to work on new developments.

Brooklyn residents are espe-
cially fixated on Guttman. In-
cluding the still unsolved Green-

point fire, five other Guttman-
controlled structures in the bor-
ough succumbed to suspicious
blazes in the last two decades —
but the developer was never im-
plicated in court.

Some critics say the Depart-
ment of Buildings should be held
responsible for keeping up with
the number of fines developers
have, but Phyllis Arnold, the
agency’s deputy commissioner
for legal affairs, said the city was
on top of the situation — as
much as it could be, at least.

“Mr. Guttman received per-
mits to the extent his applications
were compliant,” she said,
adding that the department was
“looking into other options that
may give us the authority to re-
fuse permits in the future.”

Thies said that the city should
track ownership and prevent de-
velopers from building if they
have excessive fines.

“Guttman is unfortunately not
alone in his delinquency,” said
Thies. “There are many develop-
ers that get away with this sort of
bad behavior.”

The developer is still moving
ahead with projects at 189 Ply-
mouth St., 53 Bridge St., and 58
Jay St. in DUMBO, plus his
grander plan for a 35-story con-
do at the ruined Greenpoint Ter-
minal Market site.

Guttman’s lawyer did not re-
turn calls.

By Rachel Corbett
for The Brooklyn Paper

Three toxic brownfields in Williamsburg
will be cleaned up by Keyspan thanks to a
deal between the energy giant and the state
Department of Environmental Conservation.

All three sites are highly sought after by de-
velopers, despite once housing fuel refineries
that leaked toxic coal tar into the soil. The last
site closed down in New York in 1972.

The sites are:
• Williamsburg Works on North 12th Street

between Kent Avenue and the East River. This
brownfield, which will one day be the home of
Bushwick Inlet Park, was once surrounded by
oil refineries on three sides. It manufactured
gas until the mid-1900s.

• Wythe Avenue Holding Station on 12th
Street and Wythe Avenue. From roughly
1900–1950, the station stored — and leaked
— gas. It sat dormant for a decade until com-
mercial developers began building on the site.
Now the station, which is just a block from
McCarren Park, is nearly entirely covered with
businesses and industrial buildings.

• Scholes Street Holding Station on Scholes
Street near Morgan Avenue. Built to store gas
more than 100 years ago, the site was used
only until the middle of the 1900s. A chemical
storage company now occupies the site.

The cleanup is expected to take several years
and will be followed by extensive study of soil
conditions. Karen Young, a spokeswoman for
the Downtown-based Keyspan, said the compa-

ny would “work closely with the owners, local
officials and the community” as it moves for-
ward with the state-supervised cleanup. 

“Keyspan is one of the most experienced
utilities in conducting investigations and reme-
diation of former manufactured gas plants sites
and will bring this expertise to these sites,”
said Young. 

The buried toxins do not present an imme-
diate danger to people who use these sites, ac-
cording to state records. Typically, the chemi-
cals are only dangerous when inhaled or eaten,
but they are often buried too far underground
for that, experts said.

“The agreement is good and bad,” said Evan
Thies, who is chair of Community Board 1’s
Environment Committee. “It’s good they’re

paying attention to such a huge environmental
project, but it’s bad because there appears to be
no timetable for these cleanups.

“It’s the same problem we have with the
agreement ExxonMobil made to clean up the
Greenpoint oil spill,” Thies added. “There are
no benchmarks so that they can be held ac-
countable.”

State Environmental Conservation Com-
missioner Pete Grannis vowed to hold
Keyspan’s feet to the fire.

“[The state] will continue to hold Keyspan
and other utilities that have left behind this his-
tory of contamination accountable for the en-
vironmental impacts,” he said.

Keyspan will bear the cost, though an
amount is not yet known, Young said.

State, Keyspan ink toxic cleanup pact

This time, it’s Guttman under fire
Controversial developer moves ahead, despite big fines

Three local sites, along with dozens others, to be remediated
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and its past. According to Oliver, shortly before the idle Schaefer brew-
ery on Kent Avenue was to be gutted, he and a few accomplices
sneaked in and liberated some of the brewing equipment. “We took
everything we could carry that we
thought we could use at our place,”
Oliver said.

The bottled, German version
of the Schneider-Brooklyner
Hopfen-Weisse (right) is avail-
able at many area beer stores. Its
American cousin will be released
this month, in draft form only.
Tom Gilbert is a writer and histo-

rian who lives in Greenpoint.

THE KITCHEN SINK
Workers at Flaum Appetiz-

ing Corp., a high-end kosher
appetizer wholesaler that caters
to the Orthodox and Hasidic Jew-
ish communities, are joining the
Industrial Workers of the World,
local 460/640, to fight against al-
leged sweatshop conditions on
the job. They have filed a class-
action suit to recover unpaid
overtime. … The Friends of the
Brooklyn Public Library’s Green-
point Branch are looking for
100 artists to participate in a one-day exhibition of small works
which will be sold to benefit the branch. There will be a grand prize
of $100, and the glory of knowing that your art made a difference.
E-mail friendsofthegreenpointlibrary@gmail.com for submission
criteria and other information about the Sept. 15 show.

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com

BEER…
Continued from page 3

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

The 90th Precinct was
slammed with a spate of 18
robberies last week — with
many of the attacks featuring
large gangs of young kids prey-
ing on people returning home
around midnight in the East
Williamsburg and Bushwick
part of the sprawling precinct.

The spike comes one week
after The Brooklyn Paper high-
lighted the precinct’s large drop
in burglaries so far this year.

Here’s a roundup:
• On Aug. 12, two perps ap-

proached a 19-year-old man as he
walked on McKibbin Street near
White Street at around 10:30 pm.
One of the men rifled his pockets,
removing a cellphone, debit card
and an unspecified amount of
cash, cops said.

• About a half-hour later,
seven men surrounded a 31-
year-old woman near the corner
of Cook Street and Manhattan
Avenue. One of the men hit the
woman in the face, but was un-
able to get what he really want-
ed: her cellphone. The woman
fled without further injury.

• On Aug. 13, three men sur-
rounded a 56-year-old man as
he was walking home from the
Broadway station of the G train
at around 1:50 am. The man
had gotten to the corner of
Boerum and Leonard streets,
when one of the men flashed a
handgun and the others took the
man’s cash.

The victim spoke only Chi-
nese and did not give the police
a good description of the thugs.

• A man was battered by

Steal this nabe
Last week, we reported on large drops in crime in
Williamsburg’s 90th Precinct. This week, Greenpoint’s
94th Precinct reported its own decrease in crime so
far this year, though the numbers show lingering
problems with burglary. All statistics are from Jan. 1
through Aug. 19. Source: NYPD
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three men as he walked home
along South Fourth Street at 2
am on Aug. 12. The man told
cops that the trio of thugs sur-
rounded him and beat him re-
peatedly about the face, nose
and head, knocking him to the
ground, near the corner of Keap
Street. The thugs got cash, and
the 31-year-old man managed
to get to his home.

• An employee of a Varet
Street store was punched in the
face by one member of a vil-
lainous quartet on Aug. 14.

The fearsome foursome en-
tered the store, which is be-
tween Manhattan and Graham
avenues, and the ringleader
went behind the counter to
punch the shopkeeper. Mean-
while, his three co-conspirators
stole T-shirts from the racks. All
four men then fled.

But three days later, when an-
other group tried to do the same
thing — including punching the
shopkeeper — one of them, a 35-
year-old, was arrested.

• A woman was robbed of her
cellphone by a man who pretend-
ed to need a favor on Aug. 15.

The woman had been walk-
ing with her boyfriend near the
corner of Broadway and Thorn-
ton Street at around 10 pm
when a man yelled, “Come
over. I need your help.” When
the pair refused, the demand be-
came more belligerent: “Give
me the phone. I don’t want to
shoot you over a phone.”

She turned it over, and the

perps fled.
• A man walking home from

the L-train station at Bushwick
Avenue and Grand Street was
followed into a supermarket
and then to his home by two
perps who waited until he was
inside his building before rob-
bing him on Aug. 16.

The man entered the Powers
Street home at 11:40 pm and an
assailant put him in a choke-
hold while another man stole
his cellphone and cash.

Bicycle thief
Is there no decency among

thieves, at long last?
A 10-year-old girl had her bi-

cycle stolen from her as she
rode near the corner of Division
Avenue and Roebling Street on
Aug. 18. Cops are hunting for a
13-year-old boy on a girls’ bike.

Cars gone
At least five cars were stolen

last week, including:
• A man who loaned his car

to a friend returned from vaca-
tion on Aug. 14 to find that the
car had been stolen. He told
cops that the friend had parked
the car on Hewes Street be-
tween Bedford Avenue and the
Brooklyn–Queens Expressway.

• A Dodge Caravan was stolen
from a spot on South Ninth Street
on Aug. 17. The 35-year-old vic-
tim told cops that he’d parked the
car between Berry  Street and
Bedford Avenue just after mid-
night and it was gone when he
went back later that day.

• A man who parked his
Buick on South First Street at
around 1 am on Aug. 17 returned
the next day to find it gone. The
car had been left between Wythe
and Kent avenues.

• A man who parked his
1994 Honda Civic on Olive
Street near the corner of Powers
Street on Aug. 8 told cops that
it wasn’t there when he re-
turned to it on Aug. 19.

Hero officer
An officer collared three

men — one of whom was hold-
ing a silver handgun — who
were trying to rob a woman on
McKibbin Street on Aug. 14. 

The trio had surrounded the

woman near Bushwick Avenue at
around 11:30 pm and demanded
property. But officer Erik Malak
showed up and arrested the men,
whose ages ranged from 18–22.

Billyburgs
There were at least five bur-

glaries last week, including:
• A Graham Avenue home

was broken into through a win-
dow on Aug. 12. It is unclear
what the thief took from the
unit, which is near Meserole
Street.

• A man’s Hewes Street apart-
ment was broken into on Aug. 19
at 1:30 am and the thief got away
with jewelry. He said he had an
alarm but forgot to set it.

Robbery spree smacks W’burg
POLICE BLOTTER
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“LET’S GO, STATEN ISLAND!” I SAY. This might
strike you as an unusual chant since it comes from
a columnist for The Brooklyn Paper, but before I

join the legions of people who have been booed by Brooklyn
fans — including, if it’s not urban legend, every prominent
Dodger except for Gil Hodges — let me explain.

The Cyclones and the Staten Island Yankees are in an un-
usual situation. They’re two minor-league teams in the same
big-league town, representing boroughs who are neighbors
separated by the Narrows, and whose ballparks are only a
few miles apart.

Not only are these two clubs in the same division in their
league, but because they are geographically so close, the
league encourages their rivalry by scheduling 14 games
against each other — while each plays other division foes
only 10 times.

In addition, each team’s parent club is in the same city,
adding to the intensity.

The 14-team New York–Penn League allows four playoff
teams (the three division winners plus a wild-card).

Brooklyn, with a record of 38–18, has the league’s best
winning percentage. If the Cyclones, who hold a four-game
league over second-place Staten Island, go on to win the di-
vision and retain the league’s best record, then they could
wind up meeting Staten Island in the first round of the play-
offs.

If that’s the scenario, then the first game of the best-of-
three opening play-off series will be at Staten Island, with the
second game, and third game — if needed — at Brooklyn.

Wouldn’t a series against Staten Island be good for Cy-

with Ed Shakespeare

Play’sThePlay’s the Thing

Our Bard
roots for
the Yanks

clones’ fans? Not too many Brooklyn fans would drive to a
playoff game in Vermont or Mahoning Valley, Ohio, but
there would be up to 2,000 Brooklyn fans at a playoff game
in Staten Island, if the past is any indication.

What would inspire these young Cyclone players more —
half a dozen fans in Lowell, Massachusetts, or 2,000 fanatics
behind first base in Staten Island?

Yes, there would also be Staten Island fans at Keyspan
Park for any game against Brooklyn, but more Brooklyn fans
have typically travelled to Staten Island than visa-versa, Any-
way, isn’t it fun to have opposition fans at the same game,
since opposing fans at Cyclones-Yankees games have been
generally good-natured, yet intense, about the rivalry.

I still vividly recall these rivals in the three-game semi-fi-
nal playoff series in the Cyclones’ inaugural season in 2001.

I’ve been to World Series games, but I have never felt the
electricity in the stands as I did for those two playoff games
in Brooklyn. 

Cyclone catcher Brett Kay three times made Brooklyn
fans delirious in the series finale. He caught a bouncing sac-
rifice bunt attempt one-handed and threw out the Staten Is-
land base-runner who was trying to advance to third; Kay
also played “dead” on a tag play at home when, until the
very last split-second, he looked away from the ball, stand-
ing relaxed and fooling the Yankee base-runner into slowing
up just enough to be tagged out when Kay turned and caught
John Toner’s throw; and then Kay added the game’s coup de
gras with a decisive homer. 

Would that Cyclones’ series victory have been as exciting
against another rival? Would the Red Sox playoff comeback
in 2004 have been as exciting against a team other than the
rival Yankees?

Now let’s look at a few of the rivals’ numbers.

W ith five games remaining between them, Brooklyn
leads Staten Island 5-4 in the battle for the Bor-
ough Presidents’ Trophy. Brooklyn is leading the

league in pitching with an ERA of 2.77. Starter Dylan Owen
is 7-1 with a 1.82 ERA, third in the league, and the team has
a solid rotation with a lights-out bullpen. 

But the Staten Island hitters aren’t chopped liver, particu-
larly the top and middle of the order.

Little lead off man Justin Snyder is a royal pain — in the
best sense of the word. He just keeps getting on (his on-base
percentage is a league-leading .488) and leads the league in
hitting at .375.

Clean-up hitter and third baseman Brady Pruitt is hitting
.372, with an on-base percentage of .486.

If Brooklyn and Staten Island maintain their current posi-
tions, Sept. 1-4 could be crucial for both teams.

That’s when the two clubs play each other five times in
four days. 

Staten Island has won the last two league championships,
so never count them out — and the parent Yankees, like the
parent Mets, like their local farms clubs to do well, so a little
subtle player maneuvering among each farm system’s teams
has left both the Cyclones and Yankees with strong rosters.

So, let’s go Staten Island!
Make the wild-card, so you can lose to Brooklyn in a

tense, exciting playoff series.

CHANNELING THE BARD
Each week, Ed Shakespeare, the bard of Brooklyn baseball,

will take a page from his ancient ancestor and add a bit of
iambic pentameter to all our lives. This week’s contribution,
“Homestretch,” is a poetic tribute to the rush to the playoffs.

From June, September hurtles into view,
The term “Short Season League” is on the mark.
A moment ago, the season started — much ado,
And now, more of the game is played in dark.

September–June, a long wait, all-in-all. 
October baseball in New York could be,
But not in Brooklyn — ballpark’s closed in fall.
It’s desolate — Coney Island, empty.

Two weeks remain to cheer the team from Kings
A fortnight left to see the boys out there.
They chase the title, out to get their rings.
Fourteen days before the winter of despair.

Take note, and gather rosebuds whilst ye may,
And see the players right now — seize the day. 

NEFARIOUS WAYS: Even though last year’s Staten Is-
land Yankees won it all, our columnist would like to see
them make the playoffs.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 f
ile

 /
 G

ar
y 

Th
o

m
as

C
hr

is
to

p
he

r 
Fr

an
k

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 G

ar
y 

Th
o

m
as

The 2001 Cyclones won the New York–Penn League
Championship under the leadership of manager Edgar Al-
fonzo. Now that Fonzie is back, many fans are assuming that
the 2007 Cyclones will repeat the franchise’s former glory.
Here’s how this year’s team compares to that fabled squad:

CYCLONES
& NowThen

2001
(Through 56 games)
Record: 41-15 (.732)
Highlight of the week:
The Cyclones beat Vermont
6–1 on Aug. 10 thanks to
John TOner’s two-run single
and Forrest Lawson’s RBI.
Starter Lenny DiNardo an
unearned run and struck
out six over seven innings
— retiring 13 in a row.

2007
(Through 56 games)
Record: 38-18 (.678)
Highlight of the week:
The Clones beat their ne-
farious rivals, the Staten Is-
land Yankees, 1–0 on Aug.
20, thanks to a J.R. Voyles
RBI single in the first, and
six innings of three-hit,
shutout pitching from
starter Dylan Owen (7–1).

Dem Bums’ last season
To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Brook-
lyn Dodgers’ final, dismal campaign, The Brooklyn
Paper will provide a weekly reminder of the fabled
Boys of Summer. Here’s this week’s highlight:

Aug. 30, 1957   Dodgers 10 – Giants 0 
The Brooks remained in second place thanks to Don Drys-
dale’s three-hitter. Gil Hodges and Carl Furillo had homers.

Juggling vendor a nut

The Brooklyn Paper

Let’s check the rosters of the parent clubs of the Staten Island
Yankees and the Cyclones.

For the New York Yankees, six alumni of its Staten Island affili-
ate, pitchers Chien-Ming Wang and Sean Henn; infielders Andy
Phillips and Robinson Cano; and outfielders Melky Cabrera and
Shelley Duncan, are all on the big club

Meanwhile, the Mets had only one Brooklyn alumnus on the roster
this season: Joe Smith, who, rather amazingly, pitched for the Cyclones
last year. But Smith was sent back down last month.

For years, the Yankees were notorious for trading away their
young talent for the likes of Ken Phelps, but it seems as if that trend
is now a thing of the past.

This year, when the Yanks had an opportunity to acquire high-
priced set-up man Eric Gagne for former Baby Bomber Cabrera,
they passed.

Instead, they brought up rookie sensation Joba Chamberlain. And
while he didn’t play on Staten Island, he has been, well, sensational.

Maybe the Mets can learn something from their cross-town ri-
vals. — Ed Shakespeare and Vince DiMiceli

By Patrick Hickey Jr.
for The Brooklyn Paper

Vendor Kyle Peterson made
plenty of fans this season jug-
gling bags of peanuts and
Cracker Jacks, but it’s his abili-
ty to do it while riding a unicy-
cle that has caught the attention
of the fans at Keyspan.

“It caters to the kids and it’s
really enjoyable,” said Clones
fan Al Hirschberg. “It’s low-key
and fun to watch.”

If the respect and admiration
of the fans at Keyspan wasn’t
enough, Peterson has also
caught the attention of the Cy-
clones, too.

“He’s got real talent,” said
reliever Edgar Ramirez. “I can’t
juggle balls on flat ground and
he can do it on a unicycle. He’s
really impressive.”

Although his style is uncon-
ventional, this lifetime Mets fan
got his job the old-fashioned
way: by answering a help-want-
ed ad (albeit on Craig’s List). 

“I answered an ad for a ven-
dor with either juggling or mu-
sic ability,” said the 22-year old
NYU grad. “I’m a huge base-
ball fan, so this is a lot of fun
for me. I love working at
Keyspan; I’m happy I got the
job.”

While Peterson is all smiles

By Patrick Hickey Jr.
for The Brooklyn Paper

Watching a baseball game at Keyspan Park is usually an enter-
taining experience — but when 23-year-old righty Nick Waechter
was on the hill for most of his first five starts, the game moved
about as quickly as Paul LoDuca trying to leg out a double.

The problem was not only that Waechter took too long in between
pitches — but in his first five leisurely starts, the Cyclones won only
two games.

That’s when the coaches stepped in, working with the Western
Oregon State College graduate to speed up his delivery.

“When he works slow, he has too much time to think about what
he wants to do on the mound,” said skipper Edgar Alfonzo. “When
he’s working fast, he keeps his stuff down and he’s much more ef-
fective.”

Since mid-July, when his delivery was sped up, the lanky hurler
has a noticeable fire in his eyes and is blazing through the competi-
tion. 

He’s 3-0 with a 1.43 ERA in his five starts  — good enough for
Player of the Week honors a few weeks back. On the season,
Waechter is 4–2 with a 3.54 ERA.

“When I wasn’t pitching as well as I would have liked to, my
pace on the mound was a lot slower,” said Waechter, who admitted
to upping his intake of Red Bull before games to keep him moving
on the mound.

“The coaching staff noticed it and has made sure I’m more delib-
erate and quick and the mound. My tempo is much better now and
I’ve turned my season around.”

Hurler’s success
is ‘Bull’ — Red Bull

The Brooklyn Paper

Sure, the Cyclones dropped two of three
to their hated rivals, the second-place Staten
Island Yankees, but Brooklyn (38–18) is still in
the driver’s seat in the McNamara Division of
the New York–Penn League.

Yankees 12
Cyclones 3
Aug. 18 at Keyspan Park

Starter Nick Carrgave up five runs in

three innings, but the wheels really came off
when the Yankees scored seven in the
eighth. The Cyclones got nine hits, but
couldn’t capitalize.

Yankees 4
Cyclones 1
Aug. 19 at Staten Island

A lone run in the ninth — on a J.R. Voyles
double — prevented a complete debacle. Lu-
cas Duda had two hits in a forgettable game.

Cyclones 1
Yankees 0
Aug. 20, at Keyspan Park

The Cyclones got all they needed in the
first, thanks to J.R. Voyles’s RBI single. Start-
ing pitcher Dylan Owen was superb, giving
up three hits, and striking out five in six in-
nings of work. Owen got his seventh win
against one loss and lowered his ERA to 1.82.

Visit www.BrooklynPaper.com for all the scores.

HERE’S THE PITCH: Righty Nick Waechter used to pitch in
slow motion. Now, he’s on fast forward — and doing great.

ON THE BALL: Kyle Peterson, Keyspan Park’s juggling ven-
dor, entertains fans while selling them goodies.

at Keyspan, the Cyclones front
office are even happier to have
his antics on display.

“I think he’s great,” said
General Manager Steve Cohen.
“It’s not in your face. He sells,
he juggles and the fans really
seem to get a kick out of it.”

Despite all the laughs and
cheers Peterson has gotten from
fans this season, the job isn’t al-
ways cheese and crackers.

“It’s exhausting sometimes,”
said Peterson, who has been a
juggler and unicyclist since age
12. “We had a day game that
was a killer. I had sweat
drenched through the back of
my shirt.”

Given that Peterson is the
team’s first-ever performing
vendor, perhaps he’s the good-
luck charm that has led the Cy-
clones to a 38-18 record this
season. 

“I wish I could take credit
for all the Cyclones success this
season, but I can’t,” said Peter-
son, who also runs and man-
ages his own Cyclones blog
(see http://tornadicactivity.mets-
blog.com), where he writes
about the team.

“I do think that I get the fans
energized though. I think
they’re the ones that have
played a part in how well the
team has done this year.”

Minor miracle
Islanders buck old trend, play for
big club, while Brooklynites don’t

1st-place Clones drop two to 2nd place SI



Paul’s picks
Nebbishy Brooklyn Heights actor Paul Giamatti

apparently doesn’t have much faith in his taste in film.
But the Brooklyn Academy of Music certainly

does, hosting a series of films called “Paul Giamatti
Selects” at the BAMCinematek through Sept. 11.

“It was hilarious,” Giamatti (pictured) told GO
Brooklyn. “They said to me, ‘Do you want to do a

series?’ And I thought
they were kidding.”

With no particular
theme in mind, Giamatti
picked eight flicks —
including “Dr. Strange-
love” and “Dawn of the
Dead” — but never
thought his list would
make it onto the silver
screen. “I picked all of
these obscure movies
that I like,” he said, “but
I thought, ‘They’re nev-

er going to show this kind of s—t.’ ”
Was he wrong — both about BAM’s intentions and

about the quality of the films he picked.
“Not many people have even heard of ‘The Sev-

enth Victim’ or ‘Brewster McCloud,’ although
they’re both fabulous movies,” said BAMCine-
matek manager Matthew Buzhholz. “It was a great
opportunity for us to show some interesting films
and work with one of our favorite actors.”

And though he hasn’t made it to see any of the
films, BAM shouldn’t turn the projectors off just yet.

“I want to go see some! I’ve never seen ‘The Sev-
enth Victim’on a big screen,” said Giamatti, who can
be caught later this month in “Shoot ’Em Up” and
“The Nanny Diaries.”

“I don’t know why they chose me — I honestly
thought they were kidding around.”

“Paul Giamatti Selects” is running at the BAM
Rose Cinemas (30 Lafayette Ave., at Ashland
Place in Fort Greene) through Sept. 11. For infor-
mation, call (718) 636-4100 or visit www.bam.org. 

— Karen Butler

CINEMA
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Shoot out
ART

GO Brooklyn’s legendary shutterbug, Daniel
Krieger, usually finds himself behind the camera. But
last week, when he was assigned to take a portrait of
Park Slope photographer
Bill Wadman (pictured),
Krieger was on the other
side of the lens.

Wadman has made it
his mission to take 365
photos — one a day —
in 2007. And on Aug. 16,
Krieger’s became his
228th subject. [See his
portrait online at www.
BrooklynPaper.com.]

Wadman began the
project on Jan. 1 with a
photo of his sister and worked his way through friends
and family — he made sure to snap his mom on
Mother’s Day — though now so many people want to
participate that he’s taking reservations. 

“Most of the subjects come to me,” Wadman
said, explaining his first-come, first-served policy.
“I have a ‘participate’ link on the Web site, and
about two to three people contact me a day wanting
to sign up. I can’t take all of them.” 

Wadman has taken his slick-looking portraits
everywhere from the Brooklyn Botanic Garden to
Stonehenge to a Home Depot in Connecticut, and
with over 200 portraits under his belt, he already
sees a change in his work.

“Sometimes, I try to get a nice picture of the per-
son,” he said. “Other times, I’m trying to get some-
thing really true without a lot of extra stuff. I’m slowly
creating a new look for my work.”

And how did Krieger like playing model for the
day? “He’s good at giving direction and making you
feel comfortable,” he said. “He has a good eye for
making people look cool as well as drawing out
emotion.”

And even though it’s still summer, Wadman is al-
ready weighing his options for the end of the project.
“I want to keep the portraits quiet until I’m done and
them show them all at once,” he said. “I think it would
be really fun to have a party with everyone.”

Now wouldn’t that make a nice group photo? 
“365 Portraits” can be viewed at www.365

portraits.com. — Katie Newingham

By Daniel Goldberg
for The Brooklyn Paper

C hildren’s book author Mo Willems
knows his audience. “My basic philos-
ophy,” the Park Sloper told GO Brook-

lyn, “is that the difference between children
and adults is that children are shorter.”

It’s this humor — and spot-on observation
— that has made Willems a two-time winner
of the Caldecott Honor, the prestigious award
for children’s books, and a hit with local
kids, a group that is surprisingly picky about
its books.

Despite having been in the trade for five
years, Willems didn’t start out with being an
author in mind. “My first job,” he recalled,
“was staying out of trouble.”

After working as a stand-up comedian in
London, Willems landed his first job as an
animator on the film version of the children’s
story “Ira Sleeps Over,” and later wrote
scripts for “Sesame Street” — a job that
earned him six Emmy awards. 

But no matter how great the recognition,
Willems claimed he was just the man behind
the bird. “You have the advantage that no
matter what lines you write, the Muppets will
make them funny. I don’t think my scripts
were particularly strong, but nobody noticed
because the acting was so good.”

His next project, a Cartoon Network show
called “Sheep in the Big City,” allowed him
more freedom. Not only did he create the

show, giving him control over plot, character
and format, but he also animated each
episode himself. Still, he found himself doing
a lot of managing when what he really want-

ed to do was just draw.
Since the 2003 publication of “Don’t Let

the Pigeon Drive the Bus,” Willems has
turned his attention to children’s books,
which he writes and illustrates in his Park
Slope studio. He says feels most comfortable
with his latest incarnation. “I always wanted
to draw and be funny, and I was never sure
how that would play itself out. I’ve had a
myriad of careers on the way, but I think that

this is the one I’m
having the most
fun with.”

And other
people have taken
notice as well. “His
humor is in the il-
lustrations, and kids
are very visually
oriented now,” said
Judy Zuckerman, as-

sistant director of children’s services at the
Brooklyn Public Library. “[Kids] like that
kind of visual humor, especially with
videogames, movies, TV and the internet so
much in the culture today.”

In fact, Willems’s ability to both write and

illustrate his books, which is unusual in the
children’s book industry, enhances his ability
to tell a story with little or no words. “There’s
no real difference between myself as an au-
thor and myself as an illustrator,” he said.
“Drawing is a form of writing.” His back-
ground in animation also gives his books a
special appeal because kids love that his
characters look like cartoons.

The style of the “Knuffle Bunny” books,
including the soon-to-be released “Knuffle
Bunny Too,” is visually arresting and sur-
prisingly artsy. It’s easy to see why critics
were so impressed by the black-and-white

“Knuffle Bunny Too: A Case of Mistaken
Identity” (Hyperion) will be published in Septem-
ber. For information, visit www.mowillems.com.
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busyCHEF
Meals you'd cook yourself,
if you weren't too busy.

NOW FEATURING   

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

BREAK GLASS

Tired of the usual

lunchtime fare?

Fine Japanese cuisine, 

plus full sushi bar,

for lunch or dinner.

162 Montague Street (at Clinton Street)

Brooklyn Heights · 718-522-5555
Open 7 Days a Week
Fast, Free Delivery · 

‘Mo’ to read
While Knuffle Bunny is the Mo Willems char-

acter currently hogging the spotlights, it isn’t the
only loveable creature that Willems has invented.
Willems has written more than a dozen books, but
these (truly) animated characters are our favorites.

The Pigeon
In 2003, Willems re-

leased his first picture
book, “Don’t Let the Pi-
geon Drive the Bus!”
and introduced his read-
ers to the wild, ram-
bunctious bird who
would go on to star in
“Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late!”
and “The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog” (co-starring
a cute little duckling).

Gerald and Piggie
Not since Kermit the Frog

and Miss Piggie has there been
such a good porcine partner-
ship. Gerald, a pessimistic ele-
phant — and, really, do you
know any other kind? — and
his bubbly pal Piggie, have
teamed up for four “Early

Reader” books to date. Young kids can follow
the duo on educational adventures like “There is
a Bird on Your Head,” and learn that sometimes
it’s OK to act like an animal.

Edwina
Most kids know

that dinosaurs are
extinct, but that fact
eludes Edwina, the
main character in
Willems’s 2006
book, “Edwina:
The Dinosaur Who
Didn’t Know She Was Extinct.” When a snotty
schoolkid tries to prove that she doesn’t exist, the
straw-hat-wearing Edwina fights back the only
way she knows how: with chocolate chip cookies.

Leonardo
In this instant classic,

Willems gives us “Leonar-
do, the Terrible Monster.”
But Leonardo isn’t a brute
— it’s just that he’s terrible
at being a monster. He
can’t even scare the tuna
salad out of the most

scaredy cat kid in town!

— Katie Newingham

Drawn in: Park Slope author Mo
Willems, above, fuses sepia-tone
photographs of his neighborhood
with original illustrations to create
books like “Knuffle Bunny Too,” seen at top.

See WILLEMS on page 8

Sweet ‘Bunny’
Mo Willems is the borough’s Auster for youngsters
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language that suggest the
perfect antidote to a busy,
hot workday and the sweet-
and-sour hint of a great meal
at a hole-in-the-wall Mexi-
can joint?

At Santa Fe, chef Marc El-
liot’s one-year-old south-of-
the-border out-
post that’s a few
blocks east of the
well-worn Wil-
liamsburg trail,
the words “hand-
muddled margar-
itas” do much
more than that.

From the first
sip of bartender
John Watterberg’s
concoctions (yes,
plural — who stops at one?),
you know you are in good
hands.

That feeling continues as
you make your way to the
spacious outdoor garden (and
away from the overly loud
music in the front room) and
start perusing the menu,

where Elliot mixes Mexican
comfort foods (tacos, que-
sadillas and burritos), Oaxa-
can haute cuisine (mole any-
one?) and some downright
weird — but surprisingly sat-
isfying — stuff like a beet
and gorgonzola salad called

“the Beet Down” that just
might become my desert-is-
land appetizer.

A wide variety of daily
specials were available — in-
cluding a blue corn “lasagna”
and a whimsical dish that El-
liot called “Contradiction of
Farms,” and featured black-

ened white peaches, giant
baby tomatoes and jumbo
shrimp — but we opted for
the main menu.

Starters, which range in
price from $7–9, run the
gamut from the sublime
(there’s that Beet Down
again!) to the ridiculous
(queso frito — literally “fried
cheese” — was surprisingly
uninspired). A chilled cream
of chile soup was delightful
— a rich blend of hot and
cold that never got too spicy
or too wan.

On the “entrada” side
($9–18), you can order a
hamburger (albeit Mexican-
ized by Elliot), a burrito, a
taco salad or more ambitious
projects like Killer Ca-
marones (tequila-drenched
shrimp “looking for a fight”)
and a red snapper with ca-
pers, olives, tomato and gar-
lic.

In addition to that seminal
beet salad and the insipid
queso frito, we had a plate of

bacon-wrapped shrimp that
represented the perfect mar-
riage of pig and crustacean
(damn those GOP senators
for continually blocking such
civil unions!). A mound of
rich, creamy guacamole
rounded out the plate.

Serious pork lovers will
flip for Elliot’s braised pork
mole. Not only is the shoul-
der meat achingly tender, but
Elliot’s mole — a mix of 11
peppers, chocolate, nuts and,
believe it or not, a dash of
Coca-Cola — is complex,
but never overpowering. A
thin tortilla layer adds crunch
and cuts some of the mouth-
ful of flavor. It’s a bargain at
$13.

We were also pleasantly
surprised by the taco salad
($10), which we ordered to
see how Elliot would handle
something so mundane. He
did it brilliantly, thanks to an
abundant portion of tender
grilled steak and prominent
chorizo.

As in Mexico itself,
desserts are not the reason to
go to Santa Fe. Where El-
liot’s whimsy is welcome in
other parts of the menu,
desserts like chocolate na-
chos miss the mark. The cin-
namon-dusted strips of deep-
fried nachos were too greasy
and the melted chocolate,
caramel, sour cream and
marshmallows all seemed to
be fighting for my attention
like 3-year-old twins.

Much better was the up-
side-down Boston Cream Pie
($8), a rich, pudding-like
concoction that’s stuffed into
a large coffee mug. The Oreo
crust on top gives way to
creamy delights below —
and the pudding is so rich
that this mug is perfect for
sharing.

As lovely as a warm night
in the garden is, insiders are
starting to flock to his week-
end afternoon barbecues,
where Elliot, whose prior
credits include Whim and
Blue Star in Carroll Gardens,
rolls his grill onto the patio
and cooks up burgers and
other savories while he also
roasts his poblanos and
chilies for the week ahead.

Italian Restaurant
& Brick Oven Pizza

• Lunch & Nightly Specials
• Wood Burning Pizza  
• Desserts & Coffee   • Beer & Wine    
• Private Parties Available 10-100 Persons

232 Vanderbilt Ave.
(bet. Dekalb & Willoughby)

(718) 789-5663

waterstreetrestaurant.com

PARTY UNDER THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE
AT WATER STREET RESTAURANT

WEDDINGS

BRIDAL SHOWERS

BIRTHDAYS

BAR MITZVAHS

FAMILY REUNIONS

CLASS REUNIONS

ENGAGEMENT PARTIES

CORPORATE EVENTS

FUNDRAISERS

100 Wine Tips

211 Fifth Avenue
(bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE

Open: Mon-Sat, 10am-10pm, Sun, 12-8pm

Chardonnay, California Style, Part 2
By Darrin Siegfried

I wonder how many of you were shocked last 
week to read that many of those oaky tasting 
Chardonnays from California never see the 

inside of a barrel but get their flavor from oak 
chips, tossed into the wine like a teabag into hot 
water.  We’ll talk more about California 
Chardonnay today, and maybe we’ll uncover a 
few more little secrets and clarify a few more 
misconceptions.
 Since alcohol is produced through fer-
mentation, when yeast converts sugars into 
alcohol, grapes with a high level of sugar can, 
potentially, make wine with a high amount of 
alcohol.  Most of the Chardonnay vineyards in 
California are considerably hotter than 
Chardonnay’s European home turf of 
Champagne and Burgundy.  If you look at a 
map of the world, you’ll see that the vineyards 

of Monterey lie on almost the same latitude as 
Casablanca, Morocco, much closer to the 
Equator than either Beaune or Rheims.  The 
grapes grown here will be higher in sugar and, 

when fermented “dry”, can often have alcohol 
levels of 14.5 to 15.5 percent.  Many people 
will argue that Chardonnay, originally a cool 
climate grape, simply does not have the struc-

ture to carry all of that alcohol.  It’s like trying 
to haul furniture with a sports car.  Randall 
Graham of Bonny Doon Winery looked at the 
overall conditions of Monterey, Sonoma and 

Napa and came to the conclusion that 
Chardonnay just shouldn’t taste the way it does 
when it’s grown there, and he uprooted every 
one of his Chardonnay vines years ago, replac-

ing them with Rhône varietals such as Marsanne, 
Rousanne and Viognier.  Championing these 
grapes has earned him the nickname “the Rhône 
Ranger”.
 Some wine makers try to compensate for 

the high amount of sugar present at harvest by 
having their grapes picked before they fully 
ripen, when the sugar levels are lower.  This is 
foolish.  Does any fruit taste good before it is 

ripe?  Peaches, strawberries, bananas... and 
grapes... don’t taste nearly as good before they 
ripen.  These winemakers are often among 
those who mask the taste of their wines by put-

ting the wine through Malolactic fermentation 
and then adding oak chips.  Does good wine 
need this?
 My good friend Clark Smith has created a 

Napa Chardonnay called “Faux Chablis” that 
handles the high alcohol problem and results in 
a delicious, very well balanced wine.  Clark 
insists on fully ripened grapes and ferments out 

almost every bit of the natural sugars in the 
grapes, resulting in a very dry wine, but too 
high alcohol.  Using reverse osmosis, he filters 
out some of the alcohol, until he hits what he 

calls the wines “sweet spot” where the amounts 
of fruit, acidity and alcohol are in balance.  I 
find it ironic that a columnist in the Wine 
Spectator labeled (libeled?) Clark “the Antichrist 
of Wine” for this practice, yet has written exten-

sively on Burgundy, praising wines that were 

made through Chaptalization: adding sugar to 

the unfermented grape juice in order to make 

more alcohol!

 The process of adding sugar to unfer-

mented “must” is forbidden by law in California 

and, in truth, it really isn’t needed.  Rumors still 

spread about some wineries adding sugar, but 

the explanation for the sweet tasting 

Chardonnays that make up much of the mass 

market for this varietal can be attributed to 

specific strains of yeast used in wine making.

 Different yeasts react differently during 

fermentation.  Some will die off once the alco-

hol level reaches a low level, leaving behind 

more residual sugar than others.  Some yeasts 

add more flavors than others, and wine makers 

can take advantage of this by aging the wine for 

a time on these dead yeast “lees”, resulting in 

toasty aromas, separate from the toasted vanilla 

notes that come from charred oak.  Most of the 

wine makers in California buy their yeasts, and 

many of the openly brag about where they 

originate from, while many of the finest wines 

made throughout the world use only wild yeasts 

native to the vineyard where the grapes are 

grown.  This is one of the cornerstone practices 

of Biodynamics, and wine makers who insist on 

native yeasts will tell you that it is crucial if you 

want to make a wine that expresses the terroir 

of the vineyard.  When I began to learn to taste 

wine critically, we often tasted wines “blind”, 

without knowing anything about them, having 

only the wine to speak for itself.  We would first 

try to determine if the wine was from the old 

world or the new.  Old world (Eurpoean) wines 

almost always had the emphasis on terroir, 

while new world wines (North & South 

America, Australia and New Zealand) normally 

were fruit-forward, exhibiting little, if any, 

sense of terroir.

 This lack of terroir has long been one of 

the flaws that critics of California Chardonnay 

have long pointed an accusing finger at.  “Fruit 

Bombs” is the usual derisive name for these 

wines, and many of them do go way over the 

top, smelling more like a fruit salad than a glass 

of wine.  Over the past twenty years, I have 

witnessed the good news that more and more 

California wines are being driven by terroir and 

are getting their fruit into balance.

 Thirty years ago this past May, in 1976, 

the wine merchant Steven Spurrier held a 

famous tasting in Paris that pit some of the fin-

est wines from France and California against 

one another.  The nine judges, all food and wine 

professionals, tasted the wines blind and rated 

them.  The world of wine was rocked to its 

foundations when the white wine that scored 

the highest was Chateau Montelena Chardonnay 

from California.  Every one of the judges gave 

his highest score to a California Chardonnay: 

either Montelena or Chalone,  California 

Chardonnay took three of the top five places 

and has never had to apologize for itself since then.

372 + 384 atlantic ave  
brooklyn 718 797 2077

American Leather
Baronet
BDI
Calligaris
DellaRobbia
Fontana Arte
Maria Yee 
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
Robert Abbey
Thayer Coggin

shoprico.com

art   lighting   furniture   decor

Best Of

March 12-19, 2007
Sofas

HIGH HOLIDAY
YIDDISH CONCERT

With world renowned cantor
Schneur Zalman Baumgarten-Tenor

commentary and explanation
by Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin

Sunday, September 9
4:00 pm (Doors Open at 3:30 pm)

$12 Per Ticket
$10 Senior Citizen

Enjoy classical Yiddish Renditions,
Including:

My Yiddishe Mama
Roszekes Mit Mandlin,

Reservations suggested by not required,

contact Levana (718) 596-4840 x 18

www.bnaiavraham.com

www.heightschabad.com

Congregation B'nai Avraham
117 Remesen Street · Brooklyn Heights
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Following in the footsteps of chain restau-
rants like Chipotle, Five Guys Famous Burgers
and Fries, a Virginia-based patty shack, has
opened on Montague Street. Staying true to its
name, the shop has a limited menu — besides
hot dogs, adding bacon or cheese to a burger
just about rounds out your options — but has
found favor with the Heights lunch crowd,
which, on our last visit, formed a line snaking
out the door. 

Perhaps it’s the complimentary peanuts (in
shells that you can toss on the floor!), or the free
toppings (the “fried onions” were disappointing-
ly bland, however), but people can’t get enough
of this place. 

And the Five Guys can’t get enough of
themselves — the walls are covered in maga-
zine articles proclaiming their burgers the best
in the land.

We weren’t quite so sure. After all, just across
the street is the famed seven-ounce burger at
Grand Canyon. And next door is a perfectly
good burger at Happy Days diner. So, in the
spirit of fairness, we sent five of our own guys
to see just what the fuss was all about.

Five Guys Famous Burgers and Fries (138
Montague St., between Clinton and Henry
streets in Brooklyn Heights) is open daily from
11 am–10 pm. For information, call (718) 797-
9380 or visit www.fiveguys.com.

GERSH KUNTZMAN
Bacon cheeseburger and fries

Cost: $6.19 for the burger, and $4.49
for the large order of fries we all split,

$1.89 for a bottomless drink

“No wonder the toppings are free
— the burgers are dryer than

Phoenix in August. The American
public is bought off cheap. The
fries, though are outstanding.”

VINCE DIMICELI
Cheeseburger

Cost: $5.59

Citing the free refills, and — ooh!
— Cherry Coke: “It was a good 
experience, I was surprised by 
the double burger. I liked the 

free peanuts, but it was certainly
easy to eat too much.”

SYLVAN MIGDAL 
(a lapsed vegetarian)

Hamburger

Cost: $4.99

“I liked it, but wouldn’t take it 
over a good veggie burger. 

They could be more generous 
with the pickles, too.”

CHRIS CASCARANO
Bacon cheeseburger 

and Cajun fries
Cost: $6.19, and $2.59 for the small

Cajun style fries

“If I’m spending this much on
lunch, I’d like to go somewhere

with room to sit.” 

ADAM RATHE 
Cheeseburger

Cost: $5.59

“They should warn you that 
the toppings are this sloppy —

they’re sliding out all over 
the place. Otherwise, it’s 
a tasty burger, but kind of 

gigantic for lunch.”

HIGH ‘FIVE’

photographs that Willems
colors over with his cartoon
characters.

As with everything, the
idea came from experimenta-
tion: “That was sort of a
process of trial and error. I
wanted to make the stories
feel as real as possible.” 

Deciding which objects to
draw and which to photograph
was also done by trial and er-
ror, but Willems ultimately
chose to photograph all the
backgrounds as well as some
of the objects the characters
interacted with. A grand artis-
tic statement? Nope — “I hate
drawing backgrounds,” the
author laughed.

So, while the backgrounds
aren’t drawn, they aren’t ex-
actly regular photographs ei-
ther. “Images based on pho-
tos,” is what Willems refers to
them as, explaining how he
digitally alters the images, tak-
ing out air conditioners and
other items that ruin the shot.
“In a picture book, you would
notice graffiti in a way that
you wouldn’t if you just
walked down the street,” he
explained.

However tailored they may
be, the photos taken near his
home in Park Slope have ex-
posed images of Brooklyn to a
large national and global audi-
ence, a phenomenon that
Zuckerman, the librarian, said
will benefit the community.
And while kids in other parts
of the country reportedly did-
n’t know what a Laundromat
— a featured locale from the
first “Knuffle Bunny” book
— was, local kids were get-
ting to read about a life they
recognized as close to their
own. Willems said that his
themes are universal, but
added, “I’m sure that kids
who live in Brooklyn might
feel a special connection with
it because they feel a special
connection with certain land-
marks.”

And the “Knuffle Bunny”
books are quickly becoming
just that. 

By Moses Jefferson
for The Brooklyn Paper

H and-muddled margari-
tas.” Are any other
words in the English

Santa Fe (366 Union Ave., between
Powers and Grand streets, in Williamsburg)
accepts MasterCard and Visa. Appetizers:
$7-$9; entrees: $9-$18. Hours: Lunch, Tues-
day–Friday, noon–4 pm; dinner, every night
from 5 pm; weekend brunch 11am–4 pm.
Subway: G, L to Metropolitan Avenue-
Lorimer Street. For information, call (718)
599-2655 or visit www.santafewb.com.

DINING

Santa, baby: Diners at Williamsburg’s Santa Fe enjoy chef Marc Elliot’s take on tradi-
tional Mexican dishes, especially at the packed weekend brunch.

East of the border
Chef’s Mexican cafe is worth a trip to Williamsburg 

WILLEMS...
Continued from page 7
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Have you met 
Sir Charge, Verizon’s 

best-kept secret?
Oh, you know him very well. He pops up unexpectedly…

all over your Verizon phone bill. 

Had enough? Say goodbye to Verizon and Sir Charge.

Stop supporting this guy! 

Home Phone with unlimited calling 
to the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico. First
3 MONTHS FREE including installation.

Free 3 months applies to monthly rate including taxes and fees. Digital Phone monthly rate does not include, and additional charges apply for International Calls, Directory Assistance, Operator Services and non-standard installations.
Offer expires 9/18/07 and is only available to new Digital Phone residential customers of Brooklyn and Queens in Time Warner Cable of NY and NJ serviceable areas. For this offer, new Digital Phone customers are customers who have not received Digital Phone service within 30 days prior to request for service. Free install applies only to standard installation on 1 outlet. Installation charges are not included for non-standard installations or additional outlets. After
your free first 3 months of Digital Phone, you will automatically be billed at regular retail rates. In the event of a power outage or other cable outage, Digital Phone (including the ability to access 911 emergency services) will not be available. Digital Phone is not compatible with all customer-premise equipment. Not all services are available in all areas. Other restrictions may apply. CAM.0707.014-BQdp_bp

Call 1.800.OKCable anytime.We offer 24/7 customer support. 

Time Warner Cable has a home phone plan that
makes sense with fewer fees and taxes than Verizon.  

*If you qualify – most smokers do
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Kindness. $10. 8:15 pm to 9:30
pm. Lucky Lotus Yoga, 184
DeKalb Ave. (718) 496-5514.  

WED, AUG 29

REGRANT APPLICATIONS: The
BAC Community Arts Regrant
Program funds Brooklyn-based
nonprofit organizations in the
area of crafts, dance, film and
video, folk arts, literature/writ-
ing, music, opera, photography,
multi disciplinary arts, theater
and visual arts. The application
seminar includes a detailed
explanation of the application
process and the new online
application, a chance to meet
the BAC Regrant Staff, and a
question and answer session.
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. Shorefront
YM-WHA of Brighton-Manhat-
tan, 3300 Coney Island Ave.
(718) 625-0080. Free.

RED HOOK BOATERS: Go kayak-
ing. 6 pm to 8 pm. Park Pier,
Coffey and Ferris streets, Red
Hook. (917) 676-6458. www.red-
hookboaters.org. Free.

BARGEMUSIC: Classical music
concert featuring works by De-
bussy, De Bois and Brahms. $40,
$25 students. 8 pm. Fulton
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street
at the East River. (718) 624-2083.

CAFE STEINHOF: Today, River
Alexander and his Mad Jazz
Hatters. Speakeasy jazz for the
wee hours. 10:30 pm. 422
Seventh Avenue at 14th Street.
(718) 369-7776. Free.

THURS, AUG 30

LAWN CHAIR THEATER: Tonight,
“The Little Fugitive: The Coney
Island Kid.” 8:30 pm. Pre-show
entertainment starts at 7 pm.
Salt Marsh Center, 3302 Ave. U.
For info, call 311. Free.

TWILIGHT TOURS: Enjoy wine and
cheese and a naturalist-led bat
tour. $25. 7 pm to 9 pm. Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center, enter
park at Lincoln Road and Ocean
Avenue (718) 287-3400 ext., 114. 

FRI, AUG 31

THE ZEN OF SEEING: Drawing class.
1 pm. Salt Marsh Center, 3302
Ave. U. For info, call 311. Free.

FAMILY CAMPING: Join the Urban
Park Rangers for a night under
the stars at the Salt Marsh Nature
Center. Night includes a Ranger-
led night hike, s’mores, tents and
adventure. Pre-Registration re-
quired. 3302 Ave. U. Call for in-
formation. (718) 421-2021. Free.

AUDITION: TLC is casting for a
new show in the NYC area
called “Real Estate Road Test.”
Couples/ families, ages 25 to 45,
who are looking to buy a house
in this area are invited to apply.
Visit: http://tlc.discovery.com/
fansites/apply/getontlc.html. 

BARGEMUSIC: 8 pm. See Wed.,
Aug 29. 

SAT, SEPT 1

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
EARLY MORNING BIRDING: Dis-

covery walk through the Salt
Marsh of Gerritsen Creek. 8 am.
Salt Marsh Center, 3302 Ave. U.
Call 311 and ask for the Urban
Park Rangers. Free.

LULLWATER EXPLORATION:
Enjoy a boat tour detailing
Prospect Park’s aquatic habitat.
Binoculars provided. $10, $6
kids. Noon to 12:45 pm. Enter
park at Lincoln Road and Ocean
Avenue. (718) 287-3400.

PEDAL BOATING: Cruise Brooklyn’s
freshwater lake in a pedal boat.
$15 for one hour, plus $10 refund-
able deposit. Noon to 6 pm. Enter
Prospect Park near the Parkside
and Ocean avenues entrance.
www.prospectpark.org.

BIRDWATCHING CRUISE: Learn
about the history of Prospect
Park, from prehistoric times to
the present day, while touring
one of Prospect Park’s most sce-
nic habitats. $10, $6 kids. 1:15
pm to 2 pm. Enter park at Lin-
coln Road and Ocean Avenue.
(718) 287-3400. 

INTRODUCTION TO BIRDWATCH-
ING: Discover more about the
natural wonders and fascinating
feathered inhabitants of Brook-
lyn’s flagship Park. Noon to 1:30
pm.  For more information go
to prospectpark.org. Free.

DISCOVER TOURS: Explore the
secrets of nature with teachers
and naturalists from the Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center. 3
pm to 4 pm. Call for more infor-
mation. (718) 287-3400. Free.

PERFORMANCE
BARGEMUSIC: Classical music

concert featuring works by De-
bussy, De Bois, and Messiaen.
$40, $25 students. 8 pm. Fulton
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street
at the East River. (718) 624-2083.

OTHER
FLOATING POOL: at the foot of

Joralemon Street. 9 am to 7 pm.
www.brooklynbridgepark.org/
pool. 

WEEKSVILLE FARMERS MARKET:
Farm-fresh produce. 9 am to 1
pm. 1698 Bergen St., between
Rochester and Buffalo avenues.
(718) 788-8500.

INDIE MARKET: Collective of
Brooklyn-based emerging
designers show their wares of
fashion, accessories, bath and
beauty, pet gear, home-goods
and more. 11 am to 7 pm.
Smith and Union streets.
www.brooklynindiemarket.com.

FLEA MARKET: hosted by the
Church of the Holy Spirit.
Refreshments available. 9 am to
4 pm. 8117 Bay Pkwy., at 82nd
Street. (718) 837-0412. 

ARTISANS MARKET: Featuring
functional and collectible art. 9
am to 6 pm. DeKalb Avenue
sidewalk along Fort Green Park,
Washington and DeKalb
avenues. (718) 855-8175. Free.

FITNESS CLASS: The Brooklyn
Bridge Park Conservancy and
the Fitness Guru host a fitness
class in Empire-Fulton Ferry
State Park, Dock Street at the
East River. Today: Pilates Mat
Class. 7 pm. Registration at 6:30
pm. For info, visit www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org. Free.

BALL GAME: Brooklyn Cyclones
play the Staten Island Rene-
gades. $6 to $13. 6 pm. Key
Span Park, 1904 Surf Ave.,
Coney Island. (718) 507-TIXX.

SUN, SEPT 2

PERFORMANCE
BARGEMUSIC: 4 pm. See Sat.,

Sept 1.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 2

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In
Brooklyn, give us two weeks notice
or more. Send your listing by e-mail:
calendar@brooklynpaper.com; by
mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn
Paper, 55 Washington St., Suite
624, Brooklyn, NY 11201; or by fax:
(718) 834-9278. Listings are free
and printed on a space available
basis. We regret we cannot take list-
ings over the phone.



CADNET ADS

NATIONAL
CLASSIFIEDS

Reader Advisory: National trade associations to which we belong purchased the 
following classifieds. This publication has not verified the value of any of the services or 
products advertised; some advertisers do not offer “employment” but rather supply 
manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any money 
in advance or give an advertiser your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also 
beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business only over the phone it’s illegal to request money before 
delivering its service. 

SCAN ADS

Automotive
WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES 
KAWASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, KZ1000, 
H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH 
PAID. 1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726.

DONATE YOUR Car. Special kids fund! Help 
disabled children with camp and education. 
Fast. Free towing. Tax deductible. 1-866-448-
3265

Business Opportunities

Absolutely All Cash! Do you earn $800/day? 
Vending route. 30 machines + candy. $9,995. 
1-800-807-6485. (Void/SD,CT)

NOW HIRING HOME TYPISTS. $5000 guaran-
teed in 30 days. Apply online: www.Job861.
com
$600 Weekly Potential! Process HUD/FHA MIP 
Refunds from home. No experience needed. 
1-800-277-1223x147, www.ncisonline.com

INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY! Own your own 
Online Travel Business for less than $500. Easy 
Work. PT/FT. No experience needed. Training/
Professional Website provided. Awesome 
bonuses! Call now! 1-800-242-0363, Ext. 5957

Financial
$50,000 Guaranteed. Never repay. Grants for 
school, business, home or pay bills. As seen on 
TV. 800-679-8994.

NEED A LOAN? No credit - BAD credit - 
Bankruptcy - Repossession - Personal Loans - 
Auto Loans - Consolidation Loans AVAILABLE! 
“We have been helping people with credit 
problems since 1991”. Call 1-800-654-1816. 

CREDIT REPAIR IN 90 DAYS. Guaranteed 
Improvement. Call 1-866-833-7109 (24/7)
ERASE BAD CREDIT. See dramatic change 
within 2 months. 100% money back guarantee. 
Call 1-866-916-8449, Ext. 882, for a free consul-
tation.

For Sale
HUGE SAVINGS On ARCH Buildings. 3 Repos 
left 25x42 and 35x40. No reasonable Offer 
Refused. Serious inquiries only!Call Bo today! 
1-800-463-6062.

MEMORY FOAM Thera-Peutic NASA Mattress: 
Q-$399, K-$499. Free Delivery. Warranty. 
1-888-287-5337. (60 night trial) www.mattress-
dr.com

HALLMARK/AMERICAN GREETING. Be your 
own boss. Earn $50K - $250K/yr. Call now 888-
238-1635, 24/7

Income Opportunities

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 daily. 
Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 800-690-
1272.

Income Opportunities

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. Avg. $20/hr. 
$57K/yr. Benefits, OT, PT/FT. 1-866-483-1057, 
USWA

PHAT JOB: Now hiring! Travel U.S., Fun atmo-
sphere, represent publications. No experience 
necessary, paid training + bonuses. Shanna 
1-877-532-2068.
EARN $1150 WEEKLY, Assembling Toys from 
Home. 1-866-258-9175, www.toyunion.net

SECRET SHOPPERS NEEDED - For Store 
Evaluations. Get paid to shop and rate local 
stores, restaurants and theatres. Flexible hours, 
training provided. 1-800-585-9024, ext. 6750.

EARN EXTRA INCOME assembling CD cases 
from home. www.easywork-greatpay.com 
1-800-267-3944, Ext. 2049. Not valid in MD.

EARN UP TO $500 weekly assembling our 
angel pins in the comfort of your own home. No 
experience required. Call 817-230-4879 or visit 
www.angelpin.net

DATA ENTRY: Work from anywhere. Flexible 
hours, PC required. Excellent career opportu-
nity. 1-888-240-0064, Ext.930

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM 
HOME! Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! No 
Experience! TOLL FREE 1-866-844-5091, code-11

Miscellaneous
SATELLITE TV CHEAP!! FREE installation. No 
equipment to buy! Free digital recorder
upgrade! Up to 250 digital channels. FREE 
portable DVD player. 1-800-536-0375

CAMPING MEMBERSHIP: Coast to coast USA/
Canada. $8.00/night (full hook-up), paid $2595, 
illness forces sale, $595. 1-800-236-0327

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Computers,
Criminal Justice. Job placement assistance. 
Financial aid and computer provided if quali-
fied. Call 866-858-2121, www.
OnlineTidewaterTech.com

Real Estate
NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS!! Log cabin 
shell on 1.32 acres. 1217SF ready to finish. 
Wooded lot w/view. E-Z Financing. 828-652-
8700, www.FallCreekLand.com

Wanted to Buy
WANTED! OLD GIBSON LES PAUL GUITARS! 
Especially 1950’s models! Fender, Gibson, 
Martin, Gretsch, D’Angelico, Rickenbacker, 
Stromberg, Ephiphone. (1900- 1970’s) TOP 
DOLLAR PAID! Old FENDER AMPS! It’s easy. 
Call toll free 1-866-433-8277 CALL TODAY.

Autos
$500 Police Impounds. Cars from $500! Tax 
Repos, US Marshal and IRS sales. Cars, Trucks, 
SUV’s, Toyota’s, Honda’s, Chevy’s and more! For 
Listings: 1-800-298-1768 x1010

Business Opportunities

$1000’s weekly mailing small professional light-
weight air purifier and weightlss catalogs. 
GUARANTEED! Free supplies, postage. Free 
recorded information: 1-800-842-2091

- Own a piece of a $40.8 billion industry
- NORTH AMERICA’S FULL-SERVICE PET   
  CENTER FRANCHISE
- More than 200 stores worldwide with 40  
 years of experience

We provide you with the systems you need to 
succeed
State of the Art Advertising & Marketing 
Programs
Award Winning Training Programs
Third Party Financing
Call 1-800-221-5935 for more information
Or visit us at www.petland.com

ALL CASH VENDING! Incredible Income 
Opportunity! Candy, Gumball, Snack, Soda...
Minimum $4K Investment Required. Excellent 
Quality Machines. We Can Save You $$$$. Toll 
Free 800-962-9189 (24/7)

Hallmark/American Greetings. Be Your Own 
Boss. Earn $50K-$250K/yr Call Now: 888-238-
1635 24/7

ALL CASH CANDY ROUTE Do you earn $800 in 
a day? Your own local candy route. Includes 30 
Machines and Candy. All for $9,995 800-893-
1185

1000 ENVELOPES= $10,000. Receive $10 for 
every envelope stuffed with our sales material. 
Guaranteed! Free information: 24 hour record-
ing. 1-800-757-9605

INTERNET ENTREPRENEUR, part-time work for 
permanent secondary income stream. Hottest 
technology, turnkey system. Watch short video 
on this cutting-edge once in a lifetime opportu-
nity: WWW.POPVIDEO.TV.

****$700.-$800,000 
FREE CASH GRANTS/PROGRAMS!-2007!  
Never Repay! Personal bills, School, Business/
Housing.   AS SEEN ON T.V. Live Operators.  
Listings 1-800-274-5086 Ext. 240

Education & Training

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, business,Paralegal, computers, crimi-
nal justice. Job placement assistance. Financial 
aid and computer provided if qualified. Call 
866-858-2121, www.OnlineTidewaterTech.com

Income Opportunities

MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get paid to shop! 
Retail/Dining establishments need undercover 
clients to judge quality/customer service. Earn 
up to $150 a day. Call 1-800-731-4929

1000 Envelopes=$6000 GUARANTEED! 
Receive $6 for every envelope stuffed with our 
sales material. Free 24 hour information 1-877-
264-5801

DATA ENTRY! Work From Anywhere. Flexible 
Hours. Personal Computer Required. Excellent 
Career Opportunity. Serious Inquiries Only. 
1-888-240-0064 Ext 15
**STARTING WEEK OF 7/1--CHANGE PHONE 
NUMBER AND TAKE OUT EXTENSION!!!***

Post Office Now Hiring. Avg Pay $20/hour or 
$57K annually including Federal Benefits and 
OT. Paid Training, Vacations, PT/FT 1-866-497-
0989  USWA 

SECRET SHOPPERS NEEDED For Store 
Evaluations. Get paid to shop. Local Stores, 
Restaurants & Theaters. Training Provided, 
Flexible Hours. Email Required. 1-800-585-
9024 ext 6600

EXCITING CAREER $20/Hr., avg. $57K yr. Gov’t 
Postal Jobs, Pd. Training, Vac., OT, Full Benefits, 
Savings/ Pension Plan. Call M-F 1-888-972-1102 
Ext. 501

GOVERNMENT JOBS
$12-$48/hr Full Benefits/Paid Training. Work 
available in areas like Homeland Security, Law 
Enforcement, Wildlife and more!  1-800-320-
9353 ext 2002

Financial
**FREE CASH GRANTS/PROGRAMS** 
$25,000++ **2007** NEVER REPAY! Personal, 
Medical Bills, Business, School/House. Almost 
everyone qualifies! Live Operators. Avoid 
Deadlines! Listings 1-800-785-9615 Ext. 239

ERASE BAD CREDIT. Raise Credit Score withing 
45 days!.100% Money Back Guarantee. Call 
1-866-916-8449 ext 101 for a free consultation. 
Call 24 Hrs.

Financial
$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!!! AS seen 
on TV. Injury Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-
$500,000++ within 48/hrs? Low rates. APPLY 
NOW BY PHONE! 1-888-271-0463 www.cash-
for-cases.com

Health & Fitness
ONLINE PHARMACY Buy Soma, Ultram, 
Fioricet, Prozac, Buspar, 90 Qty $51.99 180 Qty 
$84.99 PRICE INCLUDES PRESCRIPTION! We 
will match any competitor’s price! 1-866-465-
0763 pharmakind.com

Income opportunities

Help Wanted Earn Extra Income, assembling 
CD cases from home. Start immediately, No 
experience necessary. 1-800-341-6573 ext 1395 
www.easywork-greatpay.com

WORKING LEAD FOREMEN NEEDED! Retail 
Remodeling, Inerior Finish-Out Open Store 
Projects, Own Tools. Paid Nationwide Travel. 
Competitive Salary & Great Benefits. Fax 
Resume: 214-442-5605 www.davacoinc.com

Earn ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS each day 
with tested, proven, easily duplicatable “Three 
Step Success System” that is creating 
MILLIONAIRES! 24 hour info line 800-887-1897. 
Change your life. Call now. 

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM 
HOME! Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! No 
Experience! Top US Company! Glue Gun, 
Painting, Jewelry & More! TOLL FREE 1-866-
844-5091, code 2

Now Hiring! Hosts/Demonstrators for Kitchen 
Craft Trade Shows! $55,000-$70,000 1ST year! 
Training, Flexibility, Magnificent Trips!21+, Able 
to travel, Energetic, Valid Drivers License! 
1-800-800-2850  www.cookforlife.com/careers 

Miscellaneous
MEMORY FOAM THERA-PEUTIC NASA-VISCO 
MATTRESSES WHOLESALE! As Seen On TV. 
Twin $299, Full $349, Queen- $399, King $499. 
All sizes available! Dormia-Comfortaire Electric 
adjustables $799.00 FREE DELIVERY. 25-Year 
Warranty. 60 night Trial. 1-800-ATSLEEP (1-800-
287-5337) www.mattressdr.com

ARE YOU FRUSTRATED WITH DIAL-UP 
INTERNET? HughesNet, Leading Provider of 
High-Speed Satellite, Reliable Broadband 
Service Available in Your Area! $0.00 Upfront 
Costs. Call Now: 1-800-961-3639 Schedule Your 
Installation Today! PromoCode: Coconut 

DIRECTV Satellite Television. FREE Equipment, 
FREE 4 Room Installation, FREE HD or DVR 
Receiver Upgrade  and $100 cash back! 
Packages from $29.99/mo. Call 1-800-380-
8939

Advertise Nationally to approximately 12 mil-
lion households in North America’s best sub-
urbs! Place your classified ad in over 900 subur-
ban newspapers just like this one.   Call the 
Suburban Classified Advertising Network at 
888-486-2466
www.suburban-news.org/scan

Real Estate
CENTRAL MONTANA LAND BARGAINS 40 AC 
with Pond - $89,900; 160 AC - Elk Meadows - 
$139,900; 160 AC with New Log Cabin - 
$189,900; 640 AC w/ Beautiful Log Camp - 
$649,900; Unbelievable Views, 350 Class Elk, 
Huge Muleys & Whitetails, Great Pheasant & 
Grouse Hunts.”By far the best land investment 
opportunity
in the west.” Call Western Skies Land Co. 888-
361-3006 or visit www.montanalandandcamps.
com

AFFORDABLE BANK REPOS & FORECLOSURES 
4bd 1ba only $250/mo! 5bd 2ba only $200/mo! 
2bd 1ba only $199/mo! More Homes from 
$199/mo! For BNI Listings 800-366-0142 ext. 
T252

AFFORDABLE BANK REPOS & FORECLOSURES 
4bd 1ba only $250/mo! 5bd 2ba only $200/mo! 
2bd 1ba only $199/mo! More Homes from 
$199/mo! For BNI Listings 800-366-0142 ext. 
T252

BANK FORECLOSURES! Homes from $10,000! 
1-3 bedroom available! Repos, REOs, FDIC, 
FSBO, FHA, etc. These homes must sell! For 
Listings Call 1-800-425-1620 ex. 3421

4bd 2.5ba Home only $325/mo! 3bd 2.5 ba 
Home $250/mo! 1-4bd Foreclosures Buy from 
$10K! Payments from $199/mo! For Listings 
800-366-0142 ext. T253

TIMESHARE!!! Paying too much 4 maintenance 
fees and taxes? Sell/rent your timeshare for 
cash. No Commissions/Broker Fees. 866-708-
3690 www.vpresales.com

ADVERTISER RESULTS PROVE
OUR YELLOW PAGES DELIVER

MAJOR RETURN ON INVESTMENT

FIND OUT ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE PRINT & ONLINE AD PROGRAMS
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By Adam Rathe
The Brooklyn Paper

When Michael Swier lived in
Williamsburg in the 1970s and
’80s, his car was broken into

so many times that he bought a lock
for the hood. But he’s back, now that
the neighborhood is a place to make
money rather than lose it.

“We identified Brooklyn, specifical-
ly Williamsburg, three years ago as a
place that we wanted to go into,” said
Swier, a partner in Bowery Presents,
the company behind the Music Hall of
Williamsburg, the multi-million-dollar
nightclub moving into the North Sixth
Street space that Northsix inhabited
until earlier this year. “Finding the
right space proved to be a challenge,
though, and when Northsix closed, I
pursued it vigorously. It took two years
[of negotiations] to get it done, but it
did pay off in the end.”

The 8,000-square-foot space, a for-
mer mayonaise factory, is loosely
based on the Bowery Ballroom, the
club that Swier opened in 1998, but is
bigger and has what Brian Swier, the
architect and Michael’s brother, called
“an industrial aesthetic.” 

Construction won’t be complete until
opening night — a Sept. 4 concert by
Bowery Ballroom regular Patti Smith
— but many of the coming attractions
are already visible, including a subter-

ranean lounge, the main concert hall
and a mezzanine with bleacher seating,
wings and its own bar.

The most compelling architectural
detail is the bandshell ceiling. “It’s
like an ear,” explained the architect.
“We lowered the ceiling for acoustics,
so now it all vibrates and there’s no
sound to the structure.”

That’s a good thing considering the
proximity of residential housing and
the loud acts that have already been
booked, including marquee stars like
Clap Your Hands Say Yeah and Thur-
ston Moore. And while tickets aren’t

exactly cheap — Smith’s show has a
$35 cover — booker Josh Moore said
most shows will be less expensive.

But does Williamsburg, which
seems to have plenty of rock clubs

(and local bands to play in them),
need a place like this?

“Bowery Presents is one of the most
important incubators of new artists in
the city,” said Robert Elmes, executive
director of Galapagos Art Space, the
Music Hall’s current neighbor. “There
are a lot of great young bands that are
going nowhere. They don’t have a
sense of how to lead themselves for-
ward, and Bowery Presents is able to
put them on big bills and grow their
audiences.”

Elmes, who is moving his own oper-
ation to DUMBO, said that the Music

Hall is poised to expose national acts to
Williamsburg, not just vice-versa. 

“There’s a moment where artists
look out into the audience, and don’t
know where they’re playing,” he said.
“But in Brooklyn, they’re more inter-
ested in what they’re doing. That au-
dience will teach them about where
the rest of the country will go in a few
years. You can play Buffalo all you
want, but you’ve got to play New
York.”

And what about the local musicians
and club goers? Northsix was known
for having big acts on their main stage
while smaller, more avant garde groups
played in the basement, giving in-the-
know locals a place to hang out.

“Williamsburg is getting weirder by
the day,” said Mike Skinner, a record
producer and 10-year neighborhood
resident. “I’m sure that [with] the
proximity to the hideous, 26-story be-
hemoth luxury lofts they are building,
the clientele will change.” 

Skinner, who played at Northsix
with his own bands, was sad to see it
go, but has high hopes for the Music
Hall — though believes its success
will come at the expense of the neigh-
borhood’s fringe elements. “I think
every time we undergo some sort of
shrinkage, the losers are the edgier
musicians,” he said.

Michal Swier knows that the neigh-
borhood is changing, but thinks his
club will keep the rock scene anchored.
“[Williamsburg] went in fits and starts
getting somewhere, and it was nice to
see it finally come around to what it is
today,” he said. “It’s a perfect spot for
what we do because the artistic com-
munity that was there, and still is there,
[exists] alongside the people who are
moving in. Williamsburg has been an
ongoing theme in my life in New York
— you couldn’t ask for a better ending
to the story.”

The Music Hall of Williamsburg
(66 N. Sixth St., at Wythe Avenue in
Williamsburg) will open on Sept. 4
with Patti Smith and her band. Tick-
ets are $35. For information, visit
www.musichallofwilliamsburg.com.

NIGHTLIFE

‘Hall’ monitor: The space under
construction at 66 N. Sixth St., at
left, was inspired by the Bowery
Ballroom, above, and should be
completed just in time for the
grand opening on Sept. 4. 

Brooklyn on the Bowery
It’s a new day in nightlife for Williamsburg’s rock scene
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Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS
Saturday & Evening Hours

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
768-1111

• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Reconstructive

Dentistry
• Gums & Implants
• Bleaching
• Nitrous Oxide

(Sweet Air)

• Cosmetic Laminates
& Bonding

• Advanced Sterilization
• Behavior Modification
• Sealants
• Fluoride
• Preventative Dentistry

GENERAL & COSMETIC

DENTISTRY
Advanced sterilization and infection control

Jack Irwin, D.D.S.
414 Seventh Avenue

bet. 13th & 14th Sts.

www.jackirwindds.com
(718) 768-8372

Evening Hours  Mon-Fri
Most Insurance & Union Plans

accepted as full or partial payment.

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross,
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex,
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas.

ROOT CANAL
EXTRACTIONS
PERIODONTAL WORK 
CROWNS
BRIDGES
PORCELAIN VENEERS
BLEACHING
DENTURES
LAMINATES

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

Free Consultation
24 Hr Phone Service

789-5700

• Emergency Service
• Pediatric Dentistry
• Root Canal Therapy
• Implant Restorations
• Laminates  • Bleaching
• White Fillings  • Bonding
• Fluoride  • Sealants
• Cleanings  • Crowns
• Bridges  • Dentures
• Non/Surgical Gum Care

Financing Available
Insurance Plans Welcomed

PARK SLOPE FAMILY

DENTISTRY
–– 245 Fifth Avenue ––

between Carroll & Garfield

We’ve Moved!

–––––––––
Jeff C. Strachan, DDS
189 Montague St., Suite #800A

Brooklyn Heights

–––––––––
(718) 783-0504

Office 

(917) 753-3314
Emergency

www.strachandds.com

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri: 8am to 6pm
Saturday: By appointment only

General and Implant
Dentistry

• Bleaching/ZOOM 2
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Crowns & Bridges
• Endodontics & Root Canals
• Periondontics • Oral Surgery
• Prosthodontics • Implants
• Treatment of Gum Disease
• Fixed & Removable Bridges
• Emergencies Seen SAME DAY

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry

COSMETIC DENTISTRY: Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening

IMPLANT DENTISTRY: Surgical Placement and Restoration

PERIODONTICS: Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease

ROOT CANAL THERAPY: Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation

CROWNS, BRIDGES, PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES

INVISALIGN PROVIDER

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day!

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S.
LEE R. GAUSE, D.D.S.

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 

DENTAL CARE
Provided at our spacious,

modern and friendly office

DENTISTS

Affordable Family Dentistry
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays,

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554 624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

BAY RIDGE

The Salty Dog
7509 Third Ave. at 75th Street in Bay Ridge,
(718) 238-9260, www.saltydogbar.com.
Wednesdays: Karaoke Night, 9 pm, FREE; Aug. 30:
Twelve 10, 9:30 pm, FREE.

The Wicked Monk
8415 Fifth Ave. at 84th Street in Bay Ridge,
(718) 921-0601, www.wickedmonk.com.
Wednesdays: Beer Pong, 9 pm, $TBD; Aug. 25: Big
Slick, 9 pm, $5; Aug. 26: Victoria’s Dying Secret, 9
pm, $5; Aug. 30: Atomic Dawg Unplugged, 9 pm,
$5; Aug. 31: Smash, 9 pm, $5.

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT

Food 4 Thought
445 Marcus Garvey Blvd. at MacDonough Street
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 443-4160.
Saturdays: Open mic, 9 pm, $6; Tuesdays: Philo-
sophically Phat Tuesdays, an open discussion, 8 pm,
donation suggested; Wednesdays: Game Night
(Cash Flow), 7 pm, FREE.

BOERUM HILL

Hank’s Saloon
46 Third Ave. at Atlantic Avenue in Boerum Hill,
(718) 625-8003, www.exitfive.com/hankssaloon.
Sundays: Sean Kershaw and the New Jack
Ramblers, 10 pm, FREE; Mondays: Live band kuntry
karaoke, 10 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: Mobscenity
(live jazz), 10 pm, FREE; Aug. 25: Paula Carino, 9
pm, Randi Russo, 10 pm, Ninth House, 11 pm,
Vulgaras, Midnight, FREE; Aug. 31: Brent Archer,
Todd Stuart Phillips, The Saudi Agenda, Plastic Beef,
10 pm, FREE.

BRIGHTON BEACH

National Restaurant
273 Brighton Beach Ave. at Brighton Second
Street in Brighton Beach, (718) 646-1225,
www.come2national.com.
Saturdays: Live Russian music and dance show, 9 pm,
FREE (with $65 prix-fixe dinner); Fridays: Live Russian
music and dance show, 9 pm, FREE (with $50 prix-fixe
dinner); Sundays: Live Russian music and dance show,
7 pm, FREE (with $50 prix-fixe dinner).

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Magnetic Field
97 Atlantic Ave. at Henry Street in Brooklyn
Heights, (718) 834-0069, 
www.magneticbrooklyn.com.
Aug. 25: The Teenage Prayers, Hazel Motes, and DJ
Whiskey Priest, 8 pm, $8; Aug. 28: Pant-Hoot, a
night of stand-up comedy hosted by Charles Star, 8
pm, FREE; Aug. 29: Fun Dip Variety Hour, 8 pm,
FREE; Aug. 30: Explanets and more, 8 pm, $6; Aug.
31: The return of live band karaoke, 8 pm, FREE.

BUSHWICK

Silent Barn
915 Wyckoff Ave. at Hancock Street in
Bushwick, No phone.
Aug. 25: Ex Models, The Death Set, 8 pm, $8.

CLINTON HILL

Five Spot Restaurant
459 Myrtle Ave. at Washington Avenue in Clinton
Hill, (718) 852-0202, www.fivespotsoulfood.com.
Saturdays: DJ Aki, 6 pm, FREE; Mondays: RPM-
Open Turntables hosted by DJ Copa (bring your
own needles and vinyl), 8 pm, FREE; Tuesdays: 5 for
Funny Tuesdays hosted by Dave Lester, 10 pm, $5;
Wednesdays: Open mic with Nate Jones and Da
Feel, 9 pm, $5 ($10 after 10 pm); Aug. 25: DJ Kenny
Parker, 10 pm, $5.

Grand Dakar Cafe
285 Grand Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Clinton Hill,
(718) 398-8900, www.granddakar.com.
Saturdays: Rhonda Benet (funk, jazz, soul, 80s, old
school), 8 pm, FREE; Sundays: Live reggae music, 7
pm, FREE; Tuesdays: Don Juarez (Brazilian music), 8:30
pm, FREE; Thursdays: DJ Afro-Freaky, 8 pm, FREE;
Fridays: Live music, 10 pm, FREE.

CONEY ISLAND

Cha Cha’s
1227 Riegelmann Boardwalk at West 15th
Street in Coney Island, (718) 946-1305,
www.chachasofconeyisland.com.
Aug. 25: Sound of Urchin and Girls, Girls, Girls, 9
pm, $15; Aug. 26: Grace Garland and the G-Spot
Band, 4 pm, $TBD; Aug. 31: Girls on Top, 10 pm,
$TBD; Sept. 1: Irony & Chaos, Salsa Music Festival,
Time TBD, $TBD.

Peggy O’Neills
1904 Surf Ave. at West 19th Street in Coney
Island, (718) 449-3200, www.peggyoneillsci.com.
Saturdays: Afternoon Beach Party with DJ Pernel, 5
pm, FREE.

DUMBO

Rebar
147 Front St. at Jay Street in DUMBO, (718)
797-2322.

BROOKLYN

Nightlife
Fridays (in August): Dramatic Drawing of the Male &
Female Form featuring live music, food and drinks, 8
pm, $13 per session.

FLATBUSH

Vox Pop
1022 Cortelyou Rd. at Stratford Road in Flat-
bush, (718) 940-2084, www.voxpopnet.net.
Sundays: Open mic, 7 pm, FREE with 2-drink/snack
minimum; Aug. 25: Band From Germany, 8 pm,
FREE; Aug. 27: Monday Night Movies “Deep Blue,”
7 pm, FREE; Sept. 1: Daniel Robert, 7 pm, FREE.

FORT GREENE

Night of the Cookers
767 Fulton St. at South Portland Avenue in Fort
Greene, (718) 797-1197.
Saturdays: Live jazz, 10 pm, FREE; Thursdays: Live
jazz, 8 pm, FREE; Fridays: Live jazz, 10 pm, FREE.

GREENPOINT

Club Europa 
98 Meserole Ave. at Manhattan Avenue in Green-
point, (718) 383-5723, www.europaclub.com.
Saturdays: VIP Dance Party, 10 pm, FREE before
10:30 pm, $15 after 10:30 pm; Tuesdays: Karaoke
Night, 8 pm, FREE; Fridays: Sexy Progressive/Dance
party, 10 pm, FREE before 10:30 pm, $15 after 10:30
pm; Aug. 25: Laws of Gravity featuring Deep in Vein,
Vasaria, Mindswitch, 5 pm, $10; Aug. 26: Early Man
with At War, Merciless Death, Toxic Holocaust,
Gravewurm, Avenger of Blood, Devastator, Blud-
Wulf, Atakke, 4 pm, $20; Aug. 29: Mishka Shubaly
CD Release Party featuring Beat the Devil, Nervous
Cabaret, Mishka Shubaly, Creaky Boards, 8 pm, $10;
Aug. 31: Langhorne Slim with Arizona, 7:30 pm, $12.

GREENWOOD HEIGHTS

Kitchen Bar
687 Sixth Ave. at 20th Street in Greenwood
Heights, (718) 499-5623, www.kitchenbarny.com.
Thursdays: Live music, 8:30 pm, FREE; Aug. 30:
Zarth, 8:30 pm, FREE.

Living Room Lounge
245 23rd St. at Fifth Avenue in Greenwood
Heights, (718) 499-1505.
Saturdays: Live bands, 5 pm, $5, DJ Kirt, 10 pm,
FREE; Sundays: Live bands, 4 pm, $5; Wednesdays:
Open mic night, 8:30 pm, FREE; Thursdays: 80s
Music, 8 pm, FREE; Fridays: Karaoke, 10 pm, FREE.

PARK SLOPE

Bar4
444 Seventh Ave. at 15th Street in Park Slope,
(718) 832-9800, www.jamescarney.net/koncfs.htm.
Aug. 26: Andre Canniere, 7 pm, Clay Jenkins, 8:30
pm, $5.

Barbes
376 Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope,
(718) 965-9177, www.barbesbrooklyn.com.
Sundays: Stephane Wrembel, 9 pm, $10 suggested
donation; Tuesdays: Jenny Scheinman, 7 pm, $10
suggested donation, Slavic Soul Party, 9 pm, $10;
Aug. 25: Opera on Tap, 7 pm, $10 suggested dona-
tion, One Ring Zero, 10 pm, $10 suggested donation;
Aug. 26: Olivier Manchon’s Orchestre de Chambre
Miniature, 7 pm, $10 suggested donation; Aug. 27:
The Ben Holmes Quintet, 8 pm, $10 suggested dona-
tion; Aug. 28: Split the Lark, 7 pm, $10 suggested
donation; Aug. 29: Sean Conly’s Reaction, 8 pm, $10,
Jen Shyu’s Jade Tongue, 10 pm, $10; Aug. 30:
Charlie Burnham Trio, 8 pm, $10 suggested donation,
The Brazilian Acoustic Ensemble, 10 pm, $10 sug-
gested donation; Aug. 31: Dayna Kurtz, 8 pm, $10
suggested donation, The Woes, 10 pm, $10 suggest-
ed donation; Sept. 1: Gabriel Kahane, 8 pm, $10 sug-
gested donation, Lucia Pulido, 10 pm, $10.

Bogota Latin Bistro
141 Fifth Ave. at St. John’s Place in Park Slope,
(718) 230-3805, www.bogotabistro.com.
Wednesdays, Thursdays: Live Latin music, 7 pm,
FREE.

Biscuit BBQ
230 Fifth Ave. at President Street in Park Slope,
(718) 399-2161, www.biscuitbbq.com.
Sundays: A Sunday Kind of Jazz with John McNeil
and Bill McHenry, 8:30 pm, $10; Mondays: Live jazz
jam, 8:30 pm, $TBD; Tuesdays: Songwriters’ Show-
case hosted by Staci Rochwerg, 8:30 pm, $5 sug-
gested donation.

Brooklyn Burger Bar
499 Ninth St. at Seventh Avenue in Park Slope,
(718) 832-5500.
Aug. 25: Bob Arthurs, Charles Sibirsky, Dan Shuman,
9 pm, FREE; Aug. 30: Charles Sibirsky, Robert Weiss,
Ray Parker, 9 pm, FREE; Sept. 1: Charles Sibirsky,
John DeCesare, Robert Weiss, 9 pm, FREE.

Cafe Steinhof
427 Seventh Ave. at 14th Street in Park Slope,
(718) 369-7776, www.cafesteinhof.com.
Aug. 29: River Alexander and his Mad Jazz Hatters,
10:30 pm, FREE.

The Center for
Improvisational Music
295 Douglass St. at Third Avenue in Park Slope,
(212) 631-5882, www.schoolforimprov.org.

Jalopy
315 Columbia St. at Woodhull Street in Red
Hook, (718) 395-3214, www.jalopy.biz.
Aug. 25: Charlie Burnham Sextet and Brooklyn
Mime Troupe, 9 pm, $15.

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Anyway Cafe
1602 Gravesend Neck Rd. at East 16th Street in
Sheepshead Bay, (718) 934-5988, 
www.anywaycafe.com.
Mondays: Open mic, 9 pm, FREE; Tuesdays: Jazz with
Andrey Ryabov, 9 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: Grace
Garland, 9 pm, FREE; Thursdays: Susan Tobocman, 9
pm, FREE; Fridays: Eric Nicholas, 9 pm, FREE.

WILLIAMSBURG

Black Betty
366 Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer Street in
Williamsburg, (718) 599-0243, www.blackbetty.net.
Saturdays: DJ Concerned, 11 pm, FREE; Sundays:
Brazilian Beat with DJ Sean Marquand and DJ Greg
Caz, 10 pm, FREE; Mondays: Rev. Vince Anderson
and his Love Choir, 10:30 pm, FREE; Tuesdays:
Psychotic Reaction, 10 pm, FREE; Fridays: The
Greenhouse with DJ MonkOne and DJs Emskee and
MC G-man, 11 pm, FREE.

Capone’s Bar
221 N. Ninth St. at Roebling Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 599-4044, www.caponesbar.com.
Fridays, Saturdays: The Beat Club/All Disco, 9 pm,
FREE; Mondays: Karaoke with Colin and DJ Flim
Flam, 9 pm, FREE; Tuesdays: Speakeasy, an open
mic night, 9 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: The Stroke
with DJs Brian Tweedy and Dave Ready, 9 pm, FREE;
Thursdays: Rehab, 9 pm, FREE.

Death by Audio
49 S. Second St. at Wythe Avenue in
Williamsburg, No phone.
Aug. 25: Bardo Pond, Nadja, Hell’s Hills, 8 pm, $8;
Aug. 31: High Places, Mika Miko, Numbers, Rah
Dunes, 8 pm, $TBD.

Galapagos
70 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg,
(718) 782-5188, www.galapagosartspace.com.
Fridays: VJ/DJ Friday Nights, 10 pm, FREE; Aug.
25: (Backroom) Ringers, Quiet Life, Bottle Up&Go,
Calvin & The Dogmatics, 10 pm, $8, (Front room)
The Looseness with DJ Sergio Vega and a special
live performance by The Audfit, 10 pm, FREE; Aug.
26: (Backroom) Extraordinaires Theater presents
Ribbons of War, the musical “An Operatic Tale of
Tragic Romance,” 10 pm, $5, (Front room) Anima-
tion Block Party Mix, 7:30 pm, FREE; Aug. 27: (Front
room) The World Famous Bob Presents, 9:30 pm,
$5; Aug. 29: (Both rooms) Supernova featuring 12
Hour Shift, A.P.P.L.E., Anomie, Ashes Within, Burning
the Memory, Geminyne, Boykillshollywood, Bullet
Society, The Step Right Ups, Caught in a Trap, All
Cities, Dark Eden, Horror Flix, and more, 5 pm, $12
in advance; Aug. 30: (Backroom) Bezoar with The
Buddy Hollycost, From Cocaine to Rogaine, and DJs
Vashiti & Dan Shea, 10 pm, $5, (Front room) AVZ,
electro global discotek, 10 pm, FREE; Aug. 31:
(Backroom) The Bunker with Jonas Kopp, 11 pm,
$10, (Front room) Crashin In presents Champollion,
Boy Crisis, Ana Managuchi, 10 pm, $8.

Hope Lounge
10 Hope St. at Roebling Street in Williamsburg,
(718) 218-7191, www.hopelounge.com.
Aug. 29: Owen Roberts and Jason Misrahi, 9 pm,
FREE; Aug. 30: Jaime Garamella, Melissa Cupernall,
Jeannine Hebb, and Yujin Amano, 9 pm, FREE.

The Lucky Cat
245 Grand St. at Roebling Street in Williamsburg,
(718) 782-0437, www.theluckycat.com.
Mondays: Joe McGinty’s Keyboard Karaoke, 10 pm,

TALK TO US…
To list your events in Brooklyn Nightlife, please give us as much notice as possible. Include name

of venue, address with cross street, phone number for the public to call, Web site address, dates, times
and admission or ticket prices. Send listings and color photos of performers via e-mail to
Nightlife@BrooklynPaper.com or via fax at (718) 834-9278. Listings are free and printed on a space
available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

The listings are correct as of press time. Contact the venue before you go to confirm event details.

Get it ‘Right’: On Aug. 26 at 2 pm, Union Pool is hosting the Right Rides
Daytime BBQ Benefit, raising money for Right Rides, which offers free
rides home to women late at night. Check out Boyskout (above) as well
as the snacks, which are included in the $10 admission.

Compiled by Chiara V. Cowan

Aug. 29: Erik Deutsch Fingerprint CD Release Con-
cert, 8:30 pm, $12 ($8 for students with valid identi-
fication).

Magnolia
486 Sixth Ave. at Twelfth Street in Park Slope,
(718) 369-4814, www.magnoliabrooklyn.com.
Fridays: Live music, 9:30 pm, FREE.

Melt
440 Bergen St. at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope,
(718) 230-5925.
Fridays: “Stuck in the ‘80s” party featuring DJs Paul
EZ and Jan Cooley, 11 pm, FREE.

Southpaw
125 Fifth Ave. at St. John’s Place in Park Slope,
(718) 230-0236, www.spsounds.com.
Aug. 25: The Burlesque Alliance presents “Bikini
Blowout at Burlesque Beach!”, 8 pm, $15; Aug. 28:
The Art of Shooting, Care Bears on Fire and a spe-
cial guest, 7 pm, $8; Sept. 1: The Rub with DJs
Ayres, Cosmo, and Eleven, 10 pm, FREE.

Tea Lounge
837 Union St. at Seventh Avenue in Park Slope,
(718) 789-2762, www.tealoungeny.com.
Mondays: The Frank LoCrasto Group, 8 pm, $5 sug-
gested donation; Aug. 29: The Movers and The
Shakers, 9 pm, 10:30 pm, $5 suggested donation;
Aug. 30: Elijah B. Torn, 9 pm, 10:30 pm, $5 suggest-
ed donation; Aug. 31: Biggus Bandus!, 8 pm, 10:30
pm, $5 suggested donation.

Two Boots Brooklyn
514 Second St. at Seventh Avenue in Park
Slope, (718) 499-3253, 
www.twobootsbrooklyn.com.
Aug. 31: Sonido Costeno, 10 pm, FREE; Sept. 1:
The Barbarians, 10 pm, FREE.

Union Hall
(Downstairs at) 702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in
Park Slope, (718) 638-4400, www.unionhallny.com.
Aug. 25: The Mugs (record release party!), Condo,
The Diggs, 7:30 pm, $8, Karaoke Club hosted by
Dick Swizzle, 11 pm, FREE; Aug. 26: Name That
Tune with Sara Schaefer, 7:30 pm, FREE; Aug. 27:
The Marvin Barnes Time Machine, Kevin Omen, 7:30
pm, $5; Aug. 28: Union Hall Spelling & Grammar
Bee hosted by David Witt, 7:30 pm, FREE; Aug. 29:
Nerdcore Rising, a mediocre hip-hop party featuring
Mc Frontalot, Jesse Dangerously, Schaffer The
Darklord, 7:30 pm, $8; Aug. 30: Mia Riddle & her
Band, Luke Winslow King, The Binary Marketing
Show, 7:30 pm, $8; Aug. 31: The Subjects, Ghosts
of Pasha, Jollyship The Whiz-Bang, 7:30 pm, $8;
Sept. 1: The Secret Life of Sofia, Melty Melty, Bad
Veins, 7:30 pm, $8.

PROSPECT HEIGHTS

The Backroom
(At Freddy’s) 485 Dean St. at Sixth Avenue in
Prospect Heights, (718) 622-7035, 
www.freddysbackroom.com.
Aug. 25: Baby Pool & Friends, 9 pm, FREE; Aug. 26:
Andrew Sullivan, 9 pm, Mob Scene, a jazz jam, 10:30
pm, FREE; Aug. 27: O.P.P. (Other People’s Poetry), 8
pm, FREE; Aug. 28: “On the way Out,” music from
the New York Underground, featuring Where From
Here, 8 pm, Matt Welch’s Blarvuster, 10 pm, FREE;
Aug. 30: Vince Allen, 9 pm, FREE; Aug. 31: Don
Turner, 10 pm, Habit Trail, 11 pm, FREE.

RED HOOK

The Hook
18 Commerce St. at Columbia Street in Red
Hook, (718) 797-3007, www.thehookmusic.com.
Aug. 25: Cleveland Fest featuring Duvalby Brothers,
This Moment in Black History, Ian Screams, Coffin-
berry, Hightower Smith, Biblical Proof of UFO’s,
American Werewolves, Roue’, Fall Back, Mussels,
Rahu-Ketu, The Heathers, Roger Hoover and the
Whiskeyhounds, 3 pm, $10; Aug. 26: Gorilla Pro-
ductions Battle of the Bands with the Fallen, Drew
Torres, The Genuine Imitations, The Reve, Hollywood
Hangover, Orsus, Test Specimen, Angel Vivaldi, That
Hideous Strength, Affliction, 4 pm, $TBD.

Hope and Anchor
347 Van Brunt St. at Wolcott Street in Red
Hook, (718) 237-0276.
Thursdays: Karaoke hosted by Dropsy Dozzman, 9
pm, FREE; Fridays and Saturdays: Karaoke hosted by
drag queen Kay Sera, 9 pm, FREE.

FREE: Tuesdays: Jezebel Music Open Mic Night
hosted by Ed Gorch, 7 pm, FREE; Thursdays: Loungey
Thursdays, 10 pm, $TBD; Aug. 25: Ed Gorch and
Company, 9 pm, Free Radicalz Music presents
Vanguard with Chaos Frame, Campbell Kennedy aka
Afrik Prophet, Will Martina, Pete List, Jesse Mann,
Jon S., 10 pm, $TBD; Aug. 26: Shule of Rock, 11 pm,
FREE; Aug. 31: The Budos Band, 10:30 pm, $TBD.

Luna Lounge
361 Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer Street in
Williamsburg, (212) 260-2323,
www.lunalounge.com.
Aug. 25: The Sugar Report, 8:30 pm, Autodrone,
9:30 pm, Bell Hollow, 10:30 pm, Smite, 11:30 pm,
Telseki, 12:30 am, $8; Aug. 26: SmilePrettyMisery,
7:30 pm, Von Robinson and His Own Universe, 8:30
pm, Shepherdess, 9:30 pm, The White Papers, 10:30
pm, $8; Aug. 27: Robbers, 7:30 pm, Team Genius,
8:30 pm, Duelists, 9:30 pm, Sex With an Appeal,
10:30 pm, $8; Aug. 28: Hightower Smith, 7:30 pm,
Toys in Trouble, 8:30 pm, High Numbers, 9:30 pm,
Guy, 10:30 pm, $8; Aug. 29: Palomar, 8 pm, Holy
Hail, 9 pm, Northern State, 10 pm, $10; Aug. 30:
Chairlift, 8 pm, The Dodos, 9 pm, Jennifer gentle, 10
pm, $10 in advance, $12 day of the show; Aug. 31:
The Sweet Ones, 7:30 pm, Money Paper Hearts,
8:30 pm, The Orion Experience, 9:30 pm, NYC-
Smoke, 10:30 pm, a.r.e. weapons, 11:30 pm, $8.

Pete’s Candy Store
709 Lorimer St. at Richardson Street in
Williamsburg, (718) 302-3770, 
www.petescandystore.com.
Sundays: Open mic, 5 pm-8 pm, FREE; Mondays:
Stand-Up Comedy, 7:30 pm, FREE; Tuesdays: Bingo,
7 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: Quizz-Off, 7:30 pm,
FREE; Aug. 25: Pagoda, 9 pm, Kelli Rae Powell, 10
pm, The Bicycats, 11 pm, FREE; Aug. 26: Jake
Armerding, 8:30 pm, Matty Charles and The Valen-
tines, 10 pm, FREE; Aug. 27: Pink and Noseworthy,
9:30 pm, Slim Francis, 10:30 pm, FREE; Aug. 28: JM
Hughes, 8 pm, Joy Dragland, 9 pm, Milton, 10 pm,
Anna Copacabana, 11 pm, FREE; Aug. 29: Bobtail
Yearlings, 10 pm, Marcellus Hall, 11 pm, FREE; Aug.
30: Mattison, 9 pm, Nick Casey featuring Angela
Webster and Jay Foote, 10 pm, The Campbell
Apartment, 11 pm, FREE; Aug. 31: Joe L. Snaggs, 9
pm, Tsui, 10 pm, The Wicked Queeah Band, 11 pm,
FREE; Sept. 1: Sarah Fullen, 9 pm, Susan Enan, 10
pm, The Gregory Brothers, 11 pm, FREE.

Sound Fix Records
110 Bedford Ave. at North Eleventh Street in
Williamsburg, (718) 388-8090, 
www.soundfixrecords.com.
Aug. 25: Arms and Sleepers, Boy Bathing, 4 pm, The
Papercuts, 6 pm, FREE, Shock Cinema Record
Release Party, 9 pm, FREE; Aug. 26: Mass Shivers, 4
pm, Pass the Pants! Clothing Swap, 7 pm, FREE; Aug.
27: Stand-Up Comedy Night, 8 pm, FREE; Aug. 29:
Sex With an Angel, 8 pm, FREE; Aug. 31: Captain
Ahab, 8 pm, And They Fell Record Release Party, 9
pm, FREE; Sept. 1: Al Duval, Honne Wells, The Red
Hook Ramblers, The Nice Music, 8 pm, FREE.

Stain
766 Grand St. at Humboldt Street in Williamsburg,
(718) 387-7840, www.stainbar.com.
Mondays: “Paint Stain,” 5 pm (often accompanied
by the jazz guitar of Noboru, 8 pm), FREE;
Wednesdays: “JAMstain,” an informal open mic
hosted by singers/songwriters, 9 pm, FREE; Aug.
25: JP, Real West, 9 pm, FREE; Aug. 31: Mipo’s
monthly reading series hosted by Amy King, 7 pm,
Camp Stain (theme party), 9 pm, FREE.

Trash Bar
256 Grand St. at Driggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599-1000, www.thetrashbar.com.
Aug. 25: Red Wire Black Wire, 8 pm, Steph & The
Good Problems, 9 pm, Chris Cubeta & The Liars
Club, 10 pm, Career Club, 11 pm, The Lights,
Midnight, $7; Aug. 26: Blood City Shack Up, 9 pm,
One Last Shot, 10 pm, Lousy Break, 11 pm, Bull
Dozer, Midnight, $6; Aug. 27: Mia Sable, 8 pm,
Leron Thomas, 9 pm, Tim Garrigan, 10 pm, Charles,
11 pm, Harley Poe, Midnight, $6; Aug. 28: The
Misery Loves, 8 pm, Kilifax, 9 pm, Shiloh, 10 pm,
Sousalves, 11 pm, Live Girls, Midnight, $5; Aug. 29:
Jesse Kilguss, 8 pm, The Stoics, 9 pm, Teleski, 10
pm, Electrajet, 11 pm, The One and Only Typicals,
Midnight, Strangewells, 1 am, $6; Aug. 30: The King
Hen, 8 pm, The Nick Vivid Effect, 9 pm, Tigershark!,
10 pm, Another Saturday Night, 11 pm, The Live
Ones, Midnight, $6; Aug. 31: Jehenna, 8 pm,
Whiskey Life, 9 pm, Hung, 10 pm, Devil to Pay, 11
pm, Ikillya, Midnight, $7.

Union Pool
484 Union Ave. at Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg,
(718) 609-0484, www.myspace.com/unionpool.
Aug. 26: Right Rides Daytime BBQ Benefit with
Boyskout, The Picture, Other’s mothers, Orange
Park, 2 pm, $10 (BBQ included); Aug. 28: Holy
Roller NYC presents Year Long Disaster, Generals &
Majors, Burbis, 8 pm, $8; Aug. 29: Nat Baldwin,
Skeletons and The Kings of All Cities, Extra Life, 8
pm, $TBD; Aug. 30: Lights, Reflections, My Other
Friend, Vague Angels, 8 pm, $TBD; Aug. 31:
Milksop Adventures presents “Beauty and Body
Modification Party, 10 pm, FREE.

Zebulon Cafe
258 Wythe Ave. at Metropolitan Avenue in
Williamsburg, (718) 218-6934, 
www.zebuloncafeconcert.com.
Aug. 25: Sublimator, 9 pm, Asiko, 10 pm, FREE; Aug.
26: Cooper Moore, 7 pm, La Strada, 10 pm, FREE;
Aug. 27: Geremy Shullick, 9 pm, Magnets for Theet
(Tom Vanderwall and friends), 10 pm, FREE; Aug. 28:
Sharon Van Etten, Scary Mansion, Forest Fire, 9 pm,
FREE; Aug. 29: Beyondo, 9 pm, Gato Loco, 10 pm,
FREE; Aug. 30: Raqui and The Cavemen (benefit con-
cert to help the fight against AIDS in Ghana), 10 pm,
$TBD; Aug. 31: Amayo’s Fu-Arkist-Ra, 10 pm, FREE.

Battle of the bands
In Brooklyn, even the summer concert series fight it out

As September nears, the weather isn’t
the only thing cooling off. The great com-
petition between Brooklyn’s outdoor con-
cert behemoths has also chilled … for
now. Outdoor concerts, once the prove-

nance of string musicians and hippie drum
circles, have become big business in the
borough of Kings, as old-timers like Cele-
brate Brooklyn are forced to amp up their
programming to contend with the new

kids in town. 
So which concert series is the best way

to get cool and cultured on a steamy
Brooklyn night? Our own Yvonne Juris
investigates:

Series

Where it’s held

How old?

Concerts this season

Biggest draw of the summer

That night’s attendence

Cost of water

Most memorable event

Final comment

GRADE

Helio and JellyNYC Pool Parties

McCarren Park Pool

Two years

9

TV on the Radio on July 29

7,000

$2

Who didn’t love riding on the slip-
and-slide? Rainy days made it even
better — but nobody was complain-
ing when the sky cleared up for TV on
the Radio’s show. Especially not the
diehard fans who had been standing
in the downpour anyway.

Without proper seating, a day at the
pool can be painful, and between the
beer and the sun, we’re often wiped
out for a few days afterward. The pro-
gramming is great, though, so if they
build benches and shaded spots, we
will come.

B

Seaside Summer Concerts

Asser Levy Seaside Park

29 years

7

Hippiefest 2007 on Aug. 3

15,000

None sold inside! It was $2 on the
Boardwalk

It’s been almost 40 years since Wood-
stock, but vintage hippie Melanie did-
n’t care. The former flower child had
the crowd of boomers swaying with
candles during her set — but were
they remembering the good old days
or just trying to light things up for
their now-geriatric eyes? 

Big acts like the B-52s are definitely
exciting, but hauling out to Coney Is-
land on a Thursday night isn’t always
easy. Move the concerts to Saturday
nights so blissed-out beachgoers can
stay stick around for nighttime enter-
tainment.

B-

Martin Luther King Jr. Concert Series

Wingate Field Park

25 years 

7

Lauryn Hill on Aug. 6

15,000

Nothing here either. Local vendors
were selling it for $1

If Lauryn Hill was truly miseducated, it
might have been at charm school. The
former Fugee kept fans waiting almost
two hours, and when she did arrive on
stage — in a leather coat and with a
heavily painted face — she made excus-
es for her tired voice and played almost
unrecognizable versions of her songs.
Not surprisingly, the clearest voices on
that evening belonged to the hecklers.

Sporadic programming and produc-
tion troubles, not to mention the
scary security guards, knocked the
wind out of the series’ sails. Turn this
into a weekend festival and we bet
most of those issues will work them-
selves out.

C

Celebrate Brooklyn

Prospect Park bandshell

29 years

28

The Neville Brothers on June 14

5,000

$2

While sometimes Park Slope feels
more like Mayberry than New York,
when KRS-ONE took the stage on
Aug. 3, the rapper reminded every-
one that Prospect Park wasn’t always
such a friendly place. KRS told the au-
dience how as a homeless teen he
had slept in the very bandshell he was
performing in, and dreamed of one
day rapping there. 

Despite being the granddaddy of the
summer concert series, Celebrate
Brooklyn had way more steam than
any of the others. With more than 20
shows over the summer, it seemed
like every time we turned around
there was another concert (or klezmer
jam session) that sucked us in.

A

TV on the Radio played McCarren Park Pool on July 29.



tifada” on the T-shirts, but the damage was done. Her initial com-
ments sparked a furor that culminated in a public scolding from
teacher’s union head Randi Weingarten and Almontaser’s resigna-
tion on Aug. 10.

The Department of Education then filled Almontaser’s post with
Danielle Salzberg, a Jewish educator who speaks no Arabic and has
no apparent knowledge of Arab culture. Former mayor Ed Koch
called the move “spitting in their eye.”

Aliya Latif, a spokeswoman for the Council on American-Islamic
Relations-NY, which sponsored Monday’s rally, agreed with Koch’s
pithy assessment. “A dual-language program requires a principal
who is well versed in the Arabic language and culture,” Latif told
The Brooklyn Paper.

At Monday’s rally, dozens of organizations supported Al-
montaser, including the Brooklyn-based Make the Road by Walk-
ing. 

“There was a lot of hysteria going around,” said Irene Tung, a
spokeswoman for the organization. “No one was willing to stand up
and support the school. No one was courageous enough.”

While Almontaser’s supporters rallied, one of her most-promi-
nent tormentors continued to call for the dissolution of the Gibran
Academy.

In a letter to the Department of Education, Assemblyman Dov
Hikind (D–Borough Park) objected to the notion of a school set up
to teach one language and culture.

“How about a school dedicated to Hebrew language, Hebrew cul-
ture, and the history of anti-Semitism throughout the ages?” Hikind
asked. “After that, we can go on to a school to explore the rich Irish
heritage, and their history of potato famines and the troubles with
the British.”

Hikind said he also objected to an apparent call from “sponsors
and organizational endorsers of the school [to] boycott of Israel and
[demand] divestment.”

“Is this what we want taught in our public schools?” he asked.
“Instead of enriching our students’ grasp of diverse cultures, will this
school become a morass of polarization and justification of terror
tactics?”

A Department of Education spokeswoman refused to comment
on the rally or on Hikind’s letter, saying only that the city is busy
“preparing Khalil Gibran International Academy for the first day of
school” in September.
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KAREN LANDMANN
CHILDREN’S MOBILE

PHOTOGRAPHER

Capture Your
Child’s True Smile

917-488-8383
A25

Call for Holiday Packages
718.369.0244 nikibistudio.com

*PRE-NATAL YOGA*
Movement For All

“...a restorative, fun experience to
share with family & friends”
Prvt & Grp Sessions - 9 Yrs & up

Contact Gloria
718-788-6130    satsiri@juno.com

K30

Entertainment

A39

Rico the CloRico the Clownwn
Magician & Comical Nerd

Birthday parties and special
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy,
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets,
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings.
“University Professor of Speech & Communications”

718-434-9697
917-318-9092

A45

Magicians • Clowns • Jugglers
Facepaint • Cotton Candy • Bounce Tents

Shows Starting @ $99
www.MagicalEntertainmentPlus.com

718.308.6060

“Quality Magic At Affordable Prices”

Where Magical Parties Happen!

Call Rebecca
(347) 385-6705

www.flowerfairy.net
W51

· Puppet Shows
· Caricatures
· Puppet Making
  Doll making
  & Crafts

· Singalongs
· Face Painting
· Balloon Fun
· Tarot Readings
· Treasure Hunts

FAMILY
CLASSIFIED

To advertise, 
call 

(718) 834-9350

Pre-natal Care

Photography

62 Fourth St. (corner of Hoyt) • (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

Brooklyn
Fencing
Center
• Group Classes

beginner to advanced
5 years to adults

• Open Fencing
Monday - Saturday

• Private Lessons
• Summer Camps

FENCING BIRTHDAY PACKAGES!  

Brooklyn
Fencing
Center

Parties up to 20 kids
Ages 6 & up

Day
School, 
Inc.

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs

 Licensed teachers

 Optimal educational equipment

 Exclusive outdoor facilities

 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 

 afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms

 Enriched Curriculum

 Caring, loving environment

Some spaces available for Sept.

• For new public school students, registration begins on August 27th at
Student Registration Centers located throughout the five boroughs.  Please
visit a Registration Center with your child in your borough of residence. 

• If you need to register an elementary or middle school child and you know
your zoned school, you can register at your zoned school beginning
September 4th. 

• If there is no zoned school for your address, or if you do not know your zoned
school, please visit a Student Registration Center for assistance. 

MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG, MAYOR JOEL I. KLEIN, CHANCELLOR

School starts on September 4th.

Call 311 or visit
http://schools.nyc.gov/enrollment

for more information about registration.

NEW TO NYC?

NEW TO 
PUBLIC SCHOOL?

Translated materials and interpretation 
services will be available at all 
Student Registration Centers.

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

the garbage chute in
the hallway. Gone. 

Birthday parties
have gotten very com-
plicated since Aug. 2,
when Mattel recalled
967,00 toys, due to
use of lead paint. Sad-
ly, 300,000 of them

The day after her party,
Ducky looked around the apart-
ment for her missing gift. 

“Where are my bath toys?”
Ducky whined as she searched
high and low. 

At first, Diaper Diva re-
hearsed some possible answers
in her head — “I lost them on
the way to the bathroom”;
“Dora the Explorer came by in
the middle of the night and
needed them back”; “What bath
toys?” — but Diaper Diva
knows that honesty is always
the best policy.

So as Ducky got increasingly
apoplectic, Diva got up her
nerve.

“I had to throw them away,”
she told Ducky, who was crying

had already been purchased for
— and quite possibly licked by
— young children. 

On Aug. 14, just two days
after Ducky’s third birthday
party, Mattel recalled 19 million
more toys sent from China, in-
cluding toy cars based on the
movie “Cars” that had have
“impermissible levels” of lead.

Everyone knows that you’re
not supposed to use lead paint in
the manufacture of children’s
toys — so how did this happen?

Who can we trust nowa-
days?

Certainly not greedy corpo-
rations that manufacture goods
in countries where there are
zero labor, heath and environ-
mental regulations. 

Compiled by 
Susan Rosenthal Jay

SATURDAY, AUG. 25 
11 am: Summer story time.
Barnes and Noble (106 Court
St., between State and Scher-
merhorn streets in Brooklyn
Heights), free. Call (718) 246-
4996 for info.
Noon–5 pm: Prospect Park
Carousel (enter park just north
of the intersection of Flatbush
Avenue and Empire Boulevard).
Six tickets for $8. For info, visit
www.prospectpark.org. 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: “Little
Red Riding Hood” at Puppet-
works (338 Sixth Ave., at Fourth
Street, in Park Slope). Tickets:
$8 ($7 for kids). Call (718) 965-
3391 for reservations.

SUNDAY, AUG. 26
Noon–5 pm: Carousel. See
Saturday, Aug. 25.
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: “Little
Red Riding Hood.” See
Saturday, Aug. 25.

MONDAY, AUG. 27
9:30–11 am: Music, storytelling
and crafts at Prospect Park.
$20. For registration informa-
tion, call (718) 287-3400 or visit
www.prospectpark.org. 
2:30–4:30 pm: Science and
Movement at Pierrepont
Playground (Pierrepont Street
at the Promenade), free. For
info, visit
www.bhplaygrounds.org.
6–8 pm: Arts and crafts at
Pierrepont Playground
(Pierrepont Street at the
Promenade), free. For info, visit
www.bhplaygrounds.org.

TUESDAY, AUG. 28
2–4 pm: “Discovery Tuesday!”
Brooklyn Botanic Garden (1000
Washington Ave., between
Montgomery and Crown streets
in Crown Heights), free with
Garden admission. $8 adults
(kids 12 and younger are free).
Call (718) 623-7200 for info. 

THURSDAY, AUG. 30
Noon–5 pm: Prospect Park
Carousel (enter park just north
of the intersection of Flatbush
Avenue and Empire Boulevard).
Free on Thursdays in August.
For info, visit www.prospect-
park.org.
2–4 pm: “Thirsty Garden
Thursdays!” Brooklyn Botanic
Garden (1000 Washington Ave.,
between Montgomery and
Crown streets in Crown
Heights), free with Garden
admission. $8 adults (kids 12
and younger are free). Call
(718) 623-7200 for info.

FRIDAY, AUG. 31
10–noon: Caribbean dance
party at Soda (Soda, 629
Vanderbilt Ave., at St. Marks
Avenue in Prospect Heights),
$20 per child, $30 for two. Call
(347) 581-5740 for info. 
9 pm: Kidflix Film Fest. Fulton
Park (corner of Utica Avenue
and Fulton Street), free. Call
(718) 230-0492 for info. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 1
2–3 pm: Story Hour at
Imagination Playground (Ocean
Avenue between Parkside
Avenue and Lincoln Road), free. 

To list your event, e-mail 
calendar@BrooklynPaper.com.

FAMILY CALENDAR

AT FIRST, DIAPER DIVA
didn’t know what to say.

What do you tell
your 3-year-old when you have
to put her favorite birthday
present in the garbage?

That’s right. Ducky received
a Dora the Explorer Bath Set
from a guest at her Dora the
Explorer birthday party. 

Cooties. That toy had cooties,
and Diaper Diva didn’t want it
in the house. 

She wasn’t even sure if that
particular toy has been recalled.
But she felt compelled to throw
it out just the same. 

Out, out, out you disgusting
toy!  

Even the Oh So Feisty One
was afraid to go near the possi-
bly tainted toy. She told Diaper
Diva to take it back to the store
as soon as the party was over. 

But Bro in Law had already
removed the packaging from
the gift and it was too late to
take it back to Little Things. 

So Diaper Diva put it in a
shopping bag and brought it to

insistently now. “The people
who made them used a very
dangerous material called lead.
It can make you sick.” 

“But I want my toy,” Ducky
screamed. 

Diaper Diva tried to explain
about tainted toys, world trade,
corporate greed, and even Arthur
Miller’s play, “All My Sons.” 

But that was no help to
Ducky, who is completely enam-
ored of all things Dora. But even
as Ducky wept, Diaper Diva
knew she was doing the right
thing, the only thing any self-re-
specting smart mom could do. 

At the same time, she won-
dered what other products in
her apartment were tainted with
toxic materials and would her
child be harmed by any of her
other playthings. Her dishes.
Her clothing.

It’s a terrible feeling to think
that you’ve brought things into
your home that can harm your
children. Smartmom won’t be
buying her children or her niece
any more Chinese-made toys or
merchandise. And so much for

A child has fun at Prospect Park's Audubon Center.

SMART
mom

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom floats a lead balloon
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all that fun, cheap clothes she
gets at Target for OSFO. 

This is a wake-up call. It’s
time to spend a little more mon-
ey and buy locally made toys
and clothing from well-paid,
trained people who use safe
materials.

chandise that just end in a big
box at a stoop sale with a sign
that says, “Free stuff”? 

The truth is, parents buy too
much for their children anyway.
Less is more. Buy quality, not
quantity. The kids will be better
served, anyway. 

Smartmom will shop for
Ducky’s next gift at the Brook-
lyn Indie Market, Lolli’s, Orange
Blossom or online at onegood-
bumblebee, which sells these
adorable gnome cuddle babies.

Even Little Things has
plenty of terrific non-
mass-market toys.

Sure, it’s more ex-
pensive than the stuff
made in China. But at

least they’re not made
with lead. 

Ducky still asks Diaper Diva
about her Dora bath set from
time to time. But a few years of
therapy and she’ll get it out of
her system entirely.

Louise Crawford also writes
“Only the blog knows Brook-
lyn,” a Web site that is not affili-
ated with The Brooklyn Paper.

GIBRAN…
Continued from page 1

Dozens of people rallied this week in front of the Department of Education's Manhattan head-
quarters to demand the reinstatement of Khalil Gibran Academy principal Debbie Almontaser.
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A protester questions the Mayor’s reasoning for giving in to
those who called for controversial principal Debbie Al-
montaser to be canned.

The upside is that this crisis
could be a real boon for local
toymakers and craftspeople
who make imaginative toys like
sock monkeys, stuffed animals,
and wooden games and cars.

Who needs all those action
figures and plastic movie mer-
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How can you save 
money, energy, water 
and time all at once? 
Run your dishwasher 
only when it’s full.

Unplug appliances when  
you go on vacation. 
They don’t need to be 
on standby while you’re 
standing in Mexico.

FIND MORE ENERGY 
SAVING TIPS AT 
CONED.COM
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To the editor,
I’m writing in response to The Brooklyn

Paper’s anti-Semitic reporting of the most-
recent episode in the Khalil Gibran Interna-
tional Academy farce (“Jew to lead Arabic
school,” Aug. 18): the hiring of a non-Ara-
bic speaking principal with no expertise in
Arabic culture, Danielle Salzberg, to re-
place the clumsy and politically “chal-
lenged” school founder Debbie Almontaser.

It’s outrageous that The Paper has chosen to
focus on Salzberg’s religion as the key to the
story. Particularly offensive was the description
of Salzberg as “a practicing Jew who belongs
to an Upper West Wide synagogue.”

If an African-American or Italian-Ameri-
can educator had been appointed to this
post, I doubt that the paper would have
headlined “Black To Lead Arab School,” or
detailed “practicing Christian who worships
at a Bay Ridge Catholic church.”

It’s ironic that the paper can editorialize
about the “inept” and “ham-handed manner
in which the Department of Education bu-
reaucrats, tone-deaf to local concerns han-
dled” the opening of the school, while its re-
porting is equally tone-deaf.

Karen Duchan, Park Slope
Editor’s note: Just so there’s no misunderstanding,
Duchan mixes quotes from both our objective news
story and our strongly worded editorial. The editorial
made it clear that The Paper did not take a position
on the creation of an Arabic language and culture
school, but simply that the city erred when it installed
as principal of an Arabic language and culture school
a woman with no background in Arabic culture and
no knowledge of the Arabic language.

To the editor,
It is truly deplorable that the Department

of Education has forced out Debbie Al-
montaser from the Gibran Academy, a proj-
ect she helped to initiate. Sadly, Debbie was
smeared in the media and hounded from her
job because she defined the meaning of “in-
tifada” accurately as “throwing off oppres-
sion,” while also clearly indicating that she
opposes violence. Apparently that is not
good enough for the powers that be here in
New York City.

Almontaser’s statement was hardly incor-
rect — defining the Arabic meaning of “in-
tifada” is what educators do. Moreover,
Debbie was clear in her condemnation of vi-
olence. The city has completely failed in ob-
jectivity in this matter. Instead, schools
Chancellor Joel Klein blamed the victim,
who is clearly Almontaser.

The extreme right has consistently at-
tacked the Gibran Academy. By giving in to
such negative forces, the city has taught a
terrible lesson to the students and families.

As a colleague active with Debbie in in-
terfaith dialogue, I know I am not alone in
currently reassessing the merits of dialogue
and civic engagement. Debbie is very well
known for her interfaith work on the grass-
roots level in Brooklyn.

If New York is remain an open, tolerant
and vital city, we cannot allow leaders to be
harassed and hounded. You will find your-
self with a deeply alienated generation of
Arabs and Muslims, a dangerous situation
not easily remedied.

Adem Carroll, The Bronx
The writer is head of the Muslim Consultative

Network

To the editor,
Jews have taught in the public school sys-

tem forever. To imply that Danielle Salz-
berg, simply because she is Jewish, would
not be effective as principal in this school is
ridiculous.

Would you rather have someone who
thinks “Intifada NYC” is a proper thought to
wear on someone’s chest?

No matter what Almontaser says, her in-
tent is undeniable. This is Brooklyn, New
York, not an extension of an Arab country.

Diane Hunt, Bay Ridge
Editor’s note: For the record, The Paper did not say that
Salzberg was unqualified because she is Jewish. The Pa-
per’s editorial said she is unqualified to lead an Arabic-
language school because she does not speak Arabic.

To the editor,
Debbie Almontaser has always been one

of the most inspiring people I have known.
We have crossed paths numerous times, and
she was always honest and always taking
brave stands.

She has spoken at my synagogue about
Jewish-Arab relations, attended meetings to
inspire collaborations between local Jews and
Arabs, and has been an indomitable force
seeking bridges between our communities.

As a fellow New York City educator, I rec-
ognize that our public schools serve a signifi-
cant Arab youth population. As an American
living through our post-9-11 era, it has be-
come clear that it is in the interests of our na-
tional security to support Arab-Americans to
be knowledgeable and proud of both their
Arabic and their American roots.

When I learned of the creation of the
Khalil Academy, I was proud to be a part of

a city that could take such an important step
forward. And I could not imagine a better
person to lead it than Debbie Almontaser, no
one I could trust more, as an educator, a Jew,
or as an American, to make it what our city
and our country so sorely needs.

Barry Joseph, Brooklyn Heights

Simcha speaks
To the editor,

In response to your article on the Bor-
ough President’s race (“Plenty of traffic in
race for Boro Prez,” July 28), the reason that
I have opted out of that race in favor of a
citywide race has little to do with “power,”
as you suggest, but rather very much to do
with substance.

That said, as always, I appreciate your
unending wit and sense of humor, but don’t
expect my mother to forgive you any time
soon for making fun of my unsolicited ma-
terials legislation.

Simcha Felder, Borough Park
The writer is a member of the City Council

Coney blues
To the editor,

I spent my whole childhood at Coney Is-
land, the only place my parents ever took us
during the summer (“Why not Thor?” Aug.
11). It was a delight, an education, and a
constant revelation.

I urge New York City to hold fast against
the obvious gentrification of Coney Island,
morphing it into a soul-deadening enclave
of the rich. Coney Island must remain the
People’s Playground!

Michael Disend, San Francisco

Where’s Marty?
To the editor,

I checked the Borough President Marko-
witz’s official Web site (www.brooklyn-
usa.org) to find out information on how I
could make a donation to a local organiza-
tion in response to last week’s tornado, but
there was no mention of the storm at all. 

I find it ironic that Markowitz is available
for every photo op and publicity stunt in the
borough but doesn’t think that a catastrophic
“act of God” that affected hundreds of his
constituents is important enough to replace
information on tourism and his weight loss
campaign. Vanessa Poggioli, Bay Ridge
Editor’s note: For the record, there is a button on
Markowitz’s Web site that directs victims to a now-
closed “disaster recovery center.” There is no way to
donate to victims through Markowitz’s site.

Chirp chirp
To the editor,

Nice story about the parrots in Park Slope
(“Squawk!” Aug. 18). It is great to see these
wonderful birds expanding. 

Hopefully they will survive and replace
the Carolina Parakeet that went extinct in
North America in the early 1900s.

Jon-Mark Davey, Florida
The writer is co-author of the book“Parrots

in the City,” a seminal volume on small
birds in the big town.
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Marty’s varying views
THE DEVELOPER WHO IS

bringing Trader Joe’s to Court
Street wants to build a six-story

annex to that store on a parking
lot on Atlantic Avenue that is
only zoned for a five-story
building.

That single extra story
— 10 feet! — drew the
ire of Borough President
Markowitz last week
when the Beep recom-
mended that the city deny
the developer, Two Trees
Management, a variance to
build a little higher.

Yes, this is the same Marty
Markowitz who continues to cheer the
Atlantic Yards project, a massive, 16-

tower, highly subsidized mega-devel-
opment that would overshadow thriv-
ing neighborhoods all around it, create

life-draining “superblocks,”
suck up taxpaper resources,
congest local streets and

use the state’s power of
eminent domain to evict
residents so their land
can be turned over to a
private developer — in
this case, his friend,
Bruce Ratner.

Markowitz said the
Court Street variance

would set a “dangerous
precedent” because the

proposed building is in the
Cobble Hill Historic District.

But where was his concern about
the far more dangerous precedent of
selling state-owned land to Ratner at a
bargain-basement price, doling out
billions in subsidies and doing it all
with very little public scrutiny —
oversight that Markowitz himself later
undermined by purging local commu-
nity boards of some anti-Yards mem-
bers.

It is no secret that this page has fre-
quently clashed with Markowitz over
his support for the project, which re-
mains his greatest error in judgment
since he took office. 

But his attempt to now present him-
self as a foe of overdevelopment be-
cause he opposes a 60-foot building in
a 50-foot zone is laughable.

Readers respond to The Paper’s
Arabic  school coverage, editorial

Send a letter
By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY
11201.
By fax: (718) 834-9278.
All letters must be signed and include
the writer’s home address and phone
number (only the writer’s name and
neighborhood are published with the let-
ter). Letters may be edited and will not
be returned. The earlier in the week you
send your letter, the better.

Delivery Opt out 
Every week, we deliver copies of The

Brooklyn Paper to homes in designated
Brooklyn neighborhoods. Our unique
system limits deliveries to just a few pa-
pers per building (eliminating the kind
of clutter caused by circular and menu
delivery services).

We hope everyone appreciates our
free home delivery, but realize there are
exceptions to every rule.

So, if you’ve received The Paper at
home and no longer want this free
service, you may “opt out” of our deliv-
ery program by filling out the online
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/
optout.html

By Matthew Lysiak
The Brooklyn Paper 

Mayor Bloomberg has un-
leashed a fleet of satellite-
guided, scooter-driving inspec-
tors on city streets to target
trash, potholes, and other ba-
nalities of urban living, City
Hall announced last week. 

These roving investigators,
called the Street Conditions
Observation Unit Team (or
SCOUT), ride around with
Blackberry-like devices to
transmit reports on litter, graffi-
ti, potholes and other quality-
of-life problems directly into
the 311 system. 

The teams started fanning
out on Aug. 6 — about 10 days
before the mayor unveiled the
$1-million program at a press
conference last week.

“The program will give the
mayor’s office an opportunity to
see first-hand the quality-of-life
conditions that impact every
neighborhood in the city,” said
Jeff Kay, director of the May-
or’s Office of Operations. “With
inspectors in the field, we can
provide city agencies with a
real-time snapshot of those con-
ditions, and ensure they take ap-
propriate action.”

Local pols lauded the idea of
more eyes on city streets.

“I look forward to working
with the teams,” said Council-
man Vince Gentile (D–Bay
Ridge). “Street inspectors are

Inspectors in scooters
to hit the city streets

good because they are an extra
set of eyes and ears. Before,
the city would rely on citizens
to report potholes, dangling
street signs, graffiti, overflow-
ing street garbage, etc. Now
the city taking a proactive role
in keeping the streets clean.”

The 15 inspectors, on loan
from other city agencies, are
expected to each cover 20

miles and make up to 200 re-
ports per day, according to the
mayor’s office.

The busy teams don’t have
the pleasure of handing out fines;
City Hall says the goal is simply
to hold agencies accountable to
their customers, the public.

Local politicians praised the
initiative, but a handful of civil-
liberties-mind residents ques-

tioned the logic of having more
eyes on the street, not to mention
the increased congestion that
would be caused by the scooters.

“This is an awful idea,” said
resident Phil Millard. “First,
the mayor pushes a commuter
toll to decrease congestion, and
now he is sending scooters out
on the streets to drive around
all day looking at things.”

Mayor Bloomberg unveiled a new program to send more than a dozen inspectors onto
every city street to log quality-of-life complaints and send them directly to 311. The in-
spectors will fan out in Cushman scooters like this.

whose 136 mile-per-hour
winds destroyed or dam-
aged hundreds of cars and
dozens of homes in the area
around 67th Street between
Fourth and Seventh av-
enues.

But if the president
shares that flabbergasted
feeling, he hasn’t expressed
it yet. A call to the White
House was not returned by
deadline — and Spitzer’s
office hasn’t heard a thing
yet, either.  

“All we can do is urge
the president to act,” said
Paul Larrabee, a Spitzer
spokesperson. “We are
working to expedite this
process and to bring the ur-
gency of this situation to the
attention of the White
House.”

Residents waiting for aid
better not hold their breath.
Minnesota Gov. Tim Paw-
lenty applied for federal
help after the very-high-pro-
file bridge collapse on Aug.
1 — but the White House
only released the funds on
Aug. 21. 

For Brooklyn residents
rendered roofless by the
storm, a three-week delay
would be too long.

“This is ridiculous that
help is so slow to come,”
said Hassan Hakmoun, who
last week was busy moving
his relatives out of their
damaged house at 339 Bay
Ridge Ave. “We all pay our
taxes, but the government
doesn’t like giving it up.”

The president will re-
main on his Crawford ranch
through August.

“I don’t think he’s going to
win, because he’s black. ” said
Alert. “I’m not cynical. I’m
realistic.”

The fundraiser and rally
came only a month after Oba-
ma’s under-the-radar (and ap-
parently “unofficial”) $1,000-a-
ticket fundraiser in a Brooklyn
Heights mansion, where big-
time donors got a chance to en-
gage the possible future presi-
dent of the United States.

But on Wednesday, Obama
worked a mass audience, in-
voking his Brooklyn roots, re-
peating nearly verbatim the
recollections he shared with
The Brooklyn Paper in July.

“I don’t how many of you

know this, but I used to live in
Brooklyn,” said Obama, the
junior senator from Illinois. “I
used to live in Brooklyn,” he
repeated, to good effect.

“You know, when I was go-
ing to Columbia University and
afterwards, I had an apartment
in Park Slope for a while. I
couldn’t even afford it back
then. I definitely couldn’t af-
ford it now.” (The crowd
laughed approvingly.)

“But I always loved Brook-
lyn,” he continued. “I loved
the Promenade. I used to run
up and down there. I used to
grab a bagel over at the red
line stop.” (Red line? Oops.)

This rally and his recent
high-end fundraiser could

help Obama even the score
with front-runner Sen. Hillary
Clinton, who, as of July, had
raised more than $424,000 in
Brooklyn to Obama’s
$231,000.

Although Clinton is techni-
cally New York’s “favorite
daughter,” Obama is certainly
a prince of Kings, if the fren-
zy of Wednesday evening’s
crowd was any measure.

“I’m a very big Barack
supporter,” said Jumaane
Williams, vice president of
the Brooklyn chapter of the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference. 

“Of all the people running,
he has the freshest ideas. He’s
not an insider.”

The bill would allow home-
owners to erect signs indicat-
ing they will not accept any lit-
erature advertising restaurants
or sales. The law would not ap-
ply to newspapers, or any liter-
ature that has a nominal
amount of news — though it is
unclear how that would be en-
forced.

Political advertising is also
exempt.

In rental buildings, the land-
lord would have the final say
over whether or not the resi-
dents could receive ads, an im-
position that some argue in-

fringes on the right of tenants
to receive important informa-
tion while also unfairly hitting
less-wealthy Brooklynites in
the wallet.

Meanwhile, big-time circular
distributors aren’t exactly quak-
ing in their delivery trucks.

“We don’t think it will hurt
business because we can handle
the statues of the law very well,”
said Kenny Herman, whose
company distributes 95 percent
of the circulars in Brooklyn
(including the Kohl’s bundles).
“We have a do-not-deliver list of
our own already, and over the
last two years, we think it’s ex-

panded to include just about
everyone who doesn’t want the
circulars. We don’t expect it to
expand much.” 

Local restaurants managers
are far less blase.

Kabir Ahammed, the man-
ager of Joy Indian Restaurant,
on Flatbush Avenue, wondered
how he would get the word out
if he couldn’t drop off menus.

“You have to tell people,”
said Ahammed. “Some people
don’t like menus. Others do.
But it’s not a big thing to throw
menus in the garbage. This law
doesn’t make sense to me.” 

Ahammed needn’t worry
just yet. The law will not be
enforced in the city until it is
amended to allow Sanitation
Department enforcement offi-

cers to issue tickets rather than
police officers. That won’t hap-
pen until sometime next
month. 

But happen it will, if Coun-
cilman Simcha Felder (D–Bor-
ough Park) has anything to do
with it. Felder has been the
biggest local cheerleader for
the legislation, and he told The
Brooklyn Paper that he is eager
to see the law enacted as soon
as humanly possible. 

“After they fix it, we will
have a bill that’s perfect,” said
Felder. “Somebody once called
me ‘the menu killer.’ I am
proud of that and hope I re-
main with that title forever.”

Felder is also seeking a dif-
ferent title: after all, he’s run-
ning for Comptroller next year.

OBAMAMANIA…
Continued from page 1

Barack Obama
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SPITZER…
Continued from page 1

BUSH
Continued from page 1By Dana Rubinstein

The Brooklyn Paper

Styrofoam trays are one step closer to join-
ing indoor smoking and trans fats in the trash
bins of city history.

Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D–Park
Slope) on Wednesday introduced a bill
that would ban all food establishments
from using Styrofoam cups and take-out
containers, and all city agencies from us-
ing the versatile synthetic material. 

The ban would apply to the Depart-
ment of Education, which churns through
153 million Styrofoam trays per year.

“It is mind-boggling that our city, which
is becoming a leader on environmental issues,
is still using Styrofoam when we know it is ex-
tremely harmful to our environment,” said De-
Blasio. “[Once] it hits our landfills [it] stays
there forever.”

Styrofoam, also known as polystyrene, is be-
lieved to take centuries to decompose.

DeBlasio first took on the issue of Styrofoam
in June, joining forces with the Windsor Ter-
race-based Parents Against Styrofoam in

Schools to recommend that the city ban
Styrofoam trays from school cafeterias.
His recommendation prompted a
highly equivocal response from the
city.
“We are looking at alternatives,” said

mayoral spokeswoman Dawn Walker
at the time.

The legislation would push the may-
or’s hand on the issue, and expand the

proposed ban from cafeterias to eateries
citywide.

Berkeley, California and Portland, Oregon —
both liberal enclaves like DeBlasio’s home dis-
trict — have already passed similar measures.
Perhaps a pilot program in Park Slope is next?

DeBlasio: Ban the foam!

By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

The developer bringing
Trader Joe’s to the corner of
Atlantic Avenue and Court
Street faced an unlikely op-
ponent this week — the su-
permarket’s biggest fan, Bor-
ough President Markowitz. 

On Tuesday, Markowitz
came out against the contro-
versial 60-foot residential tow-
er slated to rise on what is cur-
rently a parking lot next to the
store at 130 Court St.

The 60-foot building would
be 10 feet taller than allowed
under existing zoning within the
Cobble Hill Historic District.

“Should this intrusion be
granted, it would set a prece-
dent for other sites throughout

the entire district to seek such
an exception,” Markowitz’s
recommendation to the city
Planning Commission said.
“Abiding by the [50-foot
height limit] is the ultimate
form of respect to homeown-
ers in the neighborhood.”  

Like Markowitz, Communi-
ty Board 6 voted against the
tower in June. These critics
were thrilled  — and a little
shocked — this week to hear
that they had an ally at Borough
Hall, given Markowitz’s support
for large-scale residential devel-
opment at Atlantic Yards, and
his widely publicized affections
for Trader Joe’s. 

“We viewed Marty has be-
ing very solidly   pro-develop-
ment everywhere,” said Cob-
ble Hill Association member

Roy Sloane. “We are extreme-
ly pleased and gratified to see
him respecting the values of
our community.”

The site’s developer, David
Walentas’s Two Trees Manage-
ment, has requested multiple ex-
emptions from the historic dis-
trict’s zoning, including a break
from a requirement to provide a
parking facility. The exemption
to the height limit is the only
one that earned an objection
from Markowitz. 

Two Trees has said that the
scale of the building is neces-
sary to cover the cost of restor-
ing the 83-year-old future
home of Trader Joe’s. 

“Making it any smaller…
wouldn’t be financially vi-
able,” project manager Sam
Charney said.

Beep blocks a part of Joe’s
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The Brooklyn Paper, voted 2007 
'Newspaper of the Year' by the

Suburban Newspapers of America.

To place your ad today,
call (718) 834-9350

We Know Brooklyn Best
All Points Real Estate

A full-service brokerage matching property owners
with prospective tenants and buyers

Specializing in Brooklyn’s Brownstone Neighborhoods.

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM
All Points Real Estate

80 Livingston St. (near Court Street)

(718) 858-6100

Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion.  If you are 
buying or selling in Fort Greene & Clinton Hill, I can smooth 

the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time.

Kathryn Lilly 
Associate Broker

Prudential Douglas Elliman
156 Montague Street

718-780-8174
cell 718-614-5542  fax 917-369-2503

klilly@elliman.com
www.elliman.com/kal

A31-19

YOUR LOCAL AGENT
Fort Greene

Brownstone Brooklyn

REAL ESTATE

Roofing

Schwamberger
Roofing

All Roofing, Rubber, Leaders,
Gutters Skylights.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
License #0831318

20th year with Brooklyn Papers

718-646-4540
2nd Generation Roofing

A31-06

Rubbish Removal

J&C Demolition
Rubbish Removal

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Contact Carlo
718-775-4171 A35

GREG’S EXPRESS
RUBBISH REMOVAL

We Do All The Loading & Clean-Up
Old Furniture & Appliances

Office, Home & Yard Clean-Ups
Construction & Renovation Debris

Single Items To Multiple Truckloads
• On-Time Service • Up-Front Rates

• Clean, Shiny Trucks
• Friendly, Uniformed Drivers

Commercial Stores Welcome!
Demolition

All Size Containers
Serving the Community

Member Brooklyn Chamber of  Commerce
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days

(866) MR-RUBBISH
(866) 677-8224

CELL 917-416-8322
Lic: BIC-1180  Fully Insured

10th year with The Brooklyn Papers
W31-25

Tree Service

EVERGREEN TREE &
SHRUB INC.

Tree removal, topping, prun-
ning, trimming, stump removal, 

grinding. Bucket truck.
Lic./Insur. Comm/resid.

Free estimates.  
Call Carlos 888-727-3235 

WM 31-20

Upholstery

Free Estimates

Perfect Touch
Decorators
718-263-8383

A39

Windows
Time to Wash Your Windows

Gusto Window 
Washing

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate.

Contact Donel
646-295-5668 A44

Quality Replacement
Windows and Repairs
Repair ALL TYPES of windows.

Screens and insulated glass.
Save Energy!

Custom Window Installation

Call Rene (718) 227-8787
A39

Wood Stripping

WOOD STRIPPING
Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels

Park Slope Paint Strippers
718-783-4112

Shop open to public Sat. only 9-4
4218 Third Ave. 2nd. Fl; Brooklyn, NY

Careful & considerate
Workmanship since 1959

A31-10

HOUSES / NEW JERSEY

Rubbish Removal

FIVE STAR CARTING INC

718 349-7555

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

A39

A Division of Dragonetti Bros. Landscaping
Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY

A40

Stairs

Broken or Missing
Balusters/Spindles

Weak or Broken Steps
(Treads, Stringers or Risers)

Call: 718-893-4006

FLOOR
SANDING

ALSO
AVAILABLE

Cee Dee
PROFESSIONAL
CONTRACTORS

W30-36

Tree Service

SERVICES

Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies
Free Consultation Available at

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C.
(718) 237-2023

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201
A38

ACCIDENTS – Free Consultation
Personal Attention to your Personal Injury

Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000
26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY

718-858-2525

CLIPANDSAVE

Attorneys

Facing Divorce?
Get An Experienced Opinion

Know Your Rights · Protect Your Property
Property distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) · Spousal supprt · Custody/

visitation/child supprt · Separation or Prenup agrmnts · Family Court

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer
Flexible Appointment Schedule

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law
16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn

(718) 522-6118 · www.angelascarlato.com

TheBusinessStore.com
Accounting, Bookkeeping,

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation

718-623-6528
240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd Fl.

AUTHORIZED CENTER

Accountants

A51

Private Investigator

Private
Investigator

Find anyone, anywhere
Flat fee $100

(718) 318–4393
WM32

Accountants

DOUGLAS CONDON
Certified Public Accountant

718-788-3913 A41

Attorneys

SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY APPEALS

FREE
OFFICE

CONSULTATION
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq.

OFFICE LOCATED AT
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY

(718) 210-4738
A31-10

Computers

Dimitry's Professional
Computers & Network Solutions.

All computer hardware crashes, 
repairs, viruses & spyware removal, 
forgotten passwords, restoration 

network troubleshooting and
internet equipment connection.

718-541-1302
347-274-9777

dimalt@hotmail.com
A33

Systems Engineer

HOUSES
For Rent 

Grymes Hill, SI
Brand new 4BR, 2-¾ Town-

house in pvt. community. Lg. 
EIK, cntr. A/C, backyard deck, 
garage. Easy access to xpress 
bus, 5 mins. to SI ferry & VZ 

bridge. Pay own utils, no pets, 
Avail. Oct. 1, $2000/mo.
+ 1 mo. sec., credit chk.

CALL (718) 524-0196
CW32

For Sale

Staten Island

For Sale
Townhouse Coop. 3 floors.
2 B/Rs. 1-1/2 Baths. Private
Garage. Price—Mid 300s.

CAVIAR REAL ESTATE

(718) 855-4874
ER37

Brooklyn

2 Family Brick
Greenwood Hts, 6/5

South Garden · Semi-
Finished Basement · 

Delivered Vacant
Joan Natale Real Estate

718-797-4661 ER33

ATTORNEYS
Buying or Selling?

Experienced
Real Estate Attorney
Michael S. Gold

Houses · Condos · Co-Ops· 
Contracts · Closings · 

New Construction Projects · 
Refinances

- Free Consultation -
Law Offices of

Michael S. Gold
One Metrotech Center
Downtown Brooklyn

(718)246-GOLD (4653) 
ER31-29

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

Retail Sales
Park Slope Wine Shop
Full Time & Part Time positions 
(including entry level) open 
immediately at Red White & 
Bubbly, the Park Slope wine 
shop with the highest Zagat 

Survey rating in all of
Brooklyn! Love of wine & a 
great personality a must! 

Bring resume to 211-213 
Fifth Ave (at Union Street) 

or fax to 718-636-7604

A35

Medical
Prospect Park ALF, one of 
Brooklyn’s premier senior services 
centers, has immediate openings 
for the following positions:

LPN
Per Diem

Cook
6+ months experience serving 
200 + per meal preferred. Flex-
ible schedule to include some 
weekends.

PT Activity Aide
32 hours per week

Friday thru Monday

Please send resume to:
jmcwilliam@generationsms.com

Fax: (718) 622–3995
Apply in Person:

One Prospect Park West
Brooklyn, NY 11215

EOE W32

Help Wanted P/T

Seniors Helping Seniors
Looking for the perfect part time 
job? (Volunteers also welcome). 
Flexible hours... prior experience 
working with seniors is helpful.

For more information
about our services, call
(347) 689-8589 today!

BrooklynSeniorCare@yahoo.com
W34

Help Wanted

Phillips Electronics
North America Corporation

has the following job opportunities available 
(various levels/types) in Brooklyn, NY:

· Programmer Analyst (PA-PENAC-NY)

Some positions may require travel.
Submit resume by mail to P.O. Box 4104, 

Santa Clara, CA 95056-4104,
Attn: HR Coordinator.

Must reference job title and job code
(i.e. PA-PENAC-NY) in order to be considered.

W33

Painters & Plasters
Wanted for full-time, 
high quality interior 
work. Experience

necessary. Call Jerry

(917) 734-2716
CW35

Do you Speak Sicilian/English? 
Or Italian/English?

Chicago based, Fontanini manu-
facturer of finest Italian Meats 
and Sausages is in search of 
professional sales reps. A MUST 
HAVE 3-5 years longevity at same 
job working as a chef, pizza mak-
er or sales position. Join our team 
and rise to the top! Any establish-
ment that cooks or reheats food 
is a potential customer for our 
products. Generous salary plus 
comp package, car allowance, 
monthly commission, quarterly 
bonus, gas and oil, 401k, 100% 
company paid health PPO, etc. 

Email resume to
Vicki@fontanini.com A33

Exp. Dentists
& Specialists

Vital Dent is accepting resumes for 
our upcoming office in Brooklyn  

Hts. Great Compensation, Great FT 
Benefits, CE classes, Flexible Hours, 

Send resume to
jdias@vitaldentus.com or fax to 

212-668-5252 K31

Facilities Manager
SEEKING, f/t Facilities Mgr 

for 42,000 sq ft Dance Center 
in Fort Greene; min five yrs 

exp; FSD Cert. Fax resume to 
718.624.8900.

Full description avail at
mmdg.org/contact/positions_available

CW36

LEGAL NOTICES

YOUR LOCAL AGENT

Anthony Licciardello
Licensed Sales Agent

718-924-4856
718-979-3400 x 286

A43
Neuhaus Realty members of Brooklyn, Staten Island and 

New Jersey Multiple Listing service

FOR SALE!FOR SALE!
Garden Apartment complex for sale in Clove Lakes. 
Featuring a total of 13 units in three 5000 + sq. foot 
buildings. 3 and 2 bedroom units all with living rooms, 
dining rooms and working fireplaces. High rent roll.

This opportunity won't last!  Asking $2,775,000

Staten Island

17th  day of August, 2007 7, a copy of which 

7, grants me 

October 9, 1973. SP33

deceased, if living, and if any of them survived the decedent but have since died or 
become incompetent, to their heirs at laws whose names are unknown and cannot be 

-

admitting to probate a Will dated November 7, 2000, dated a copy of which is 
-

-
ed. You have a right to have an attorney appear for you.

BP30-33

11215, All lawful business purposes.
BP31-36

brooklynpaper.com

Merchandise For Sale

Brooklyn Heights
Apartment sale,
entire contents.

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

CALL (917) 971-5113
CW32

Park Slope Moving Sale
High Quality Furniture 
at Reasonable Prices. 

Bedroom Set, Ethan Allen 
Fall Dining Set, T.V., Sofa & 

Much More.

718-768-1977 A33

Sofa/Bed & 
Love Seat - Cloth

Great Condition 
$600 neg. In Bay 
Ridge, Brooklyn 
718-680-8318

A31

Computers

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

(917) 415-6807
www.praxisinfo.biz A42

Merchandise Wanted

Bob & Judi’s Collectibles
LOOKING TO BUY

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO
TO COUNTRY STUFF
AND FINE ANTIQUES

ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES

718-638-5770
217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.)

A31-03

Brooklyn man falls from ladder
$1.6 million verdict!

Bronx man recovers $3 million
for injuries in construction accident!

Miller & Campson
Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1

Personal injury attorneys
377 Broadway,  8th Floor NY, NY 10013

1-212-941-0792
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome W31-28

LEGAL NOTICES

7 7, a copy of which may 

141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right 

.

15th  day of August, 2007 7, a copy of which may 

141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right 

.
BP33

17th  day of August, 2007 7, a copy of which may 

141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right 

.

16th  day of August, 2007 7, a copy of which 

7, grants me 

.

APARTMENTS

For Rent

Bushwick; 3/3 Bdrms Avail.
Pre-war · Fully Renov · Hrdwd Flrs · EIK 
Vry Sunny · New App. $1450 Call Frank

718-679-1242 Realtor Fee A33

Apartments & Rooms Direct from Owners!

No Brokers Fees!  Browse & List Free!
All Brooklyn and NY Areas.  Studios;

1 or 2 Bd. Rms. $800-$2000 
Visit www.Sublet.com 

or call 1-877-367-7368
A50

Grymes Hill, SI
Brand New Studio apt, cntrl. 

A/C, easy access to xpress bus, 
5 mins to SI ferry & VZ bridge. 
Pay own utils, no pets, avail. 

Oct. 1, $800/mo.
+ 1 mo. sec., credit chk.

CALL (718) 524-0196
CW32

COMMERCIAL SPACE

1250 SF Med. Ofc.
Park Slope/P.Heights

PRIME LOC DRMN BLDG.
Walk to subway Nr Hosp.
W/Reception, 3 Exams,

Waiting RM, 2 PVT Bth, Lab
MGT: 212-213-0123 x 231

A33

Artist/Writer Studio Space
$210 to $375 - Dumbo, Bklyn
Beautiful multi-user space w/light, open
plan feel, some spots w/views.  Includes

wireless, utilities. No excessive noise,
dust, smell. Join Us!

Email: studiomilo@yahoo.com
A32

Sell Your Home
   Fast....

   in the

Brooklyn Paper Classifieds

Colorful classifieds 
are accessible and 

reader friendly
16th  day of August, 2007 7, a copy of which 

7, grants me 

.

16th  day of August, 2007 7, a copy of which 

7, grants me 

.

20th  day of August, 2007 7, a copy of which 

7, grants me 

1978.
BP33

August, 2007, 7, a copy of which may be examined at the Office 

11201, in room 007

.
BP33

15th  day of 
August, 2007 7, a copy of which may be examined at the Office 

11201, in room 007

.
PS33
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Contractors

Chris Mullins
General Contracting

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens
Carpentry • All Renovations • Brickwork

Dormers • Extensions • Windows
Waterproofing

Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured

718-276-8558 A37

Heron Construction
Specializing in Carpentry,

Drywall, Painting, Title Work
and Window Surfaces

Call (718) 450-1851
x: (718) 277-1963  E: Heron80@aol.com

Fully Insured · Lic#1252474
A31-14

S & M Construction
Waterproofing & Roofing

All kinds of brick, 
masonry & cement work
Brownstone Specialist

Free Estimates · Call Masir
Cell: (347) 267 - 4524
Office: (718) 368-3699

Lic# 1120526 & Insured A37

GENERAL CONTRACTORS - RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

JTC ASSOCIATES
Renovation · New Construction

Custom Design

Over 20 Years Experience
Commitment & Reliablility

Great Neighborhood References
Fully Licensed & Insured
www.jtcassoc.com

jtooma@jtcassoc.com
694 SACKET STREET
BROOKLYN, NY 1217

Ph: (718) 857-2900

Gut Rehabs
Kitchens
Interior

Apartments
Bathrooms

Exterior

A41

LICENSED AND INSURED
Kitchen · Bathroom · Woodfloors

Entire House & Apartment Renovation

A35

Ready, Willing & Able
Home Improvement, Inc.
“No Job Too Big or Too Small”
Kitchens, Baths, Basements,

Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock,
Windows, Painting, Siding,

Extensions, Roofing & More
(718) 236-9466

Lic. #      FREE ESTIMATES Insured
898711 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway

A37

To advertise
on this page,

call (718) 834-9350

Decks

Licensed 
B
www.1800983deck.com

1-800-983-DECK
(1-800-983-3325)

718-227-2629

Custom Decks
Roof Decks
Pool Decks
Garden Decks
Deck Restoration
Power Washing
Sukkahs

Deck Refacing
Trex Easy Care
A.C.Q. Pine
Hardwoods
P.V.C. Decking

A39

We understand how hard it is to find a
great electrician who values your time. 

We charge by the job, not by the hour
Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts,
so 90% of the work is done on the spot.
Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 
of older homes built before 1980
Saturday appointments available.
100% money back guarantee.
Mention this ad and save $25.

Call 718-389-9898
www.ChristJon.com

Christopher John

Electrical Inc.
A31-08

Electricians

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FIND MORE
HOME IMPROVEMENT

ON PAGE 15

Closets

man @ work™

handyman

by appointment

A49

Floor Maintenance

EXPRESS
Hardwood Flooring

Call Mike
(917) 881-1728

A31-07

D & K
FLOOR SERVICE

Parquet & Wood Flooring

718 720-2555
Serving Brownstone Brooklyn

For over 25 years
A42

Gardening

...growing with ideas

design & maintenance
from rooftops, terraces
gardens & containers

Visit our Shop: Tue-Sun
479 Atlantic Ave
(646) 489-5121

www.gardendig.com
A38

DRAGONETTI
BROTHERS

LANDSCAPING, NURSERY
& TREE CARE

· Trees/Evergreens
· Rock Garden
· New Lawns
Seeded & Sod
Exotic Shrubs, Free Estimates

Visit our Garden Center:
1875 Ralph Ave.

www.dragonettibrothers.com

(718) 451-1300

· Topsoil
· Lot Cleaning
· Tree Removal
& Pruning

A41

Handyman

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE
(718) 763-0379

licensed and insured
A31-03

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

SURE THING
HANDYMAN 
P

R
P

PROFESSIONAL &

GUARANTEED
Call Robert 718-249-6928
rcbobtbest@verizon.net

A33

CALL NED

FREE ESTIMATES

718-871-1504
A31-04

Iron Work

IRON WORKS
Free Estimates

Window Guards Gates
Cellar Doors & Repairs

718-602-2819
www.ironworkny.com

WM33

Kitchens

...creating a perfect kitchen
View our work at

kitchenologyny.com
Showroom at 4212 Third Avenue

(718) 965-4900 W41      

ADS WORK!
Place your classified

advertisement today and 
watch your business grow.

Call (718) 834-9350

 

Locksmiths

Home and Office 
Security by

All Security
Locksmiths

EMERGENCY SERVICE
ANY DAY, ANY TIME

Lic # 650428
We cover all
of Brooklyn

718-435-9055

Did you know that All Security 
Locksmiths is locking up all of 

Brooklyn?

W51

Painting

SUNSHINE
PAINTING CO.

25 YEARS
CUSTOMIZED SERVICE

RESTORATION

Members of

Licensed & Insured

(866) 748–6990
www.sunshinepaintingny.com

also online at brooklynpaper.com

A36

A33

Painting
$100 per room

2 coats + free minor plastering
From $100. Reliable & Clean.
Quality Fences & Firescapes

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932

A31-01

Plumbing

FAST REPAIR INC.
Plumbing · heating · drain cleaning  

water meter · residential
commercial · Keyspan Energy
delivery · Valve Plus installer

NYC Lic#1295 · Insured

(718) 258-4600    (718) 645-0089
WM34

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654
A31_29

Power Washing

Regan & Son
Power Washing
Homes, Decks, Gutters

Down Spouts, Post Constr., 
Sidewalks & Gum Removal

Fire & flood damage.

718-633-7498 · 845-800-4327
A36

Roofing

Fox Roofing
& Restoration

New Roofing · Patching · Coating

Fox can save you MONEY by 
restoring older roofs to pre-

serve your heat in the Winter & 
Cool air in the Summer

Call For a FREE Estimate

1-800-945-5362
LICENSED                    INSURED

A48

Appliance Repair

EXPERT REPAIRS
All Makes and Models

· Refrigerators ·
· Air Conditioners ·

· Washers & Dryers ·
· Stoves & Ovens ·

Call Benson (646) 246-6240
W33

Asbestos

 Leinster 
Contracting

The Complete Environmental Company

Asbestos & Lead Abatement
Thermal System Insulation

Spray on Fireproofing
Contact Liam Hogan

(718) 651-9100
Lic #05-0086 INSURED

A34

Architects
AWARD WINNING / LICENSED

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER
· From Conception to Completion
  Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing   
  Alterations & New Buildings
· Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules
· Construction Management - 
  General Contracting
· Expediting Approvals & Permits  
  Departing of Buildings & Landmarks
· Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217
TEL (718) 596-2379

martin@mdparchitects.com
WM31-20

Awning

CLASSICAL CUSTOMER

AWNINGS
ALUMINUM·  PLASTIC·  RETRACT

FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980

718-528-2401
WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM
LIC#1069538 W31

Bath Tile & Kitchen

Plumbing and Tile Work. Toilets,
faucets and shower bodies replaced.
Specializing in tile jobs – large and small.

John Costelloe (718) 768-7610

John
Costelloe

A36

Carpentry

Carpentry Plus

Dependable with references
Kevin (718) 331-9251

A31-28

Chimney

1ST CHOICE HOME
SOLUTIONS INC.

Specializing in:
Heating Fireplace Cleaning & Repairs

Boiler Cleaning & Installation
Gas & Oil Violations Corrected,

Fireplace Accessories

718-762-9200
A31-13

Cleaning Services

Sunshine
Cleaning Service
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates
718-408-2621
347-645-4084

sunshinecleaningservice@yahoo.com
WM49

LICENSED INSURED

Richards Cleaning Service
Residential & Office Cleaning

First 3 hrs. only $40

718-265-2804
marirc6@aol.com

A49

ENLIGHTENED
CLEANING SERVICE, INC.

Complete Cleaning
Move Out/Move in Clean-up
Office · Residential · General
“Let us maintain your hallways”

718-573-4165
Bonded and Insured A33

Heights Cleaning Service

WM34

Residential & Office Cleaning
Serving Brownstone Brooklyn  

& Surrounging Areas
David Contreras (917) 716 – 3437
david@heightscleaning.com
www.heightscleaning.com

To advertise on
this page, call

(718) 834-9350 ext 109

HOME IMPROVEMENT INC
ROOFING SPECIALIST

Jobs are Owner Supervised
We have been

doing a great job
for over ten years

718-375-8292

AVANTI

INTERIOR EXTERIOR

Lic# 1157104
Insured

& Bonded

A30/31-26

Contractors

FACE LIFT
CONTRACTING

Restorations & Remodeling
Exterior & Interior
Over 20 Years Experience

Stripping  & Refinishing
Finished Basements

Room Additions · Kitchens & Baths
Tile · Marble · Granite · Ceramic Tile · Painting

Plastering · Roofing · Siding · Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors · Lofts · Apartments · Brownstones

Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal
Design & Consulting

Exclusive 10 Year Warranty
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

First Time Home Buyer Discount & Concessions
To Help You On Your Way

All Types of Repair Expertly Done
Ask for George:

1-347-724-6540
Senior Citizen Discount

Licensed & Insured

BEFORE AFTER

A31-23

Contractors

Contractors

CONTRACTORS
General

Renovations
Interior & Exterior

T

FREE ESTIMATES

EAGLE

718-686-1100
A31-12

To advertise on
this page, call

(718) 834-9350 ext 109

Decks

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

15+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
www.decksbybart.com

W31-26

A & K
Tile Studio
Kitchen and bath designers on staff

Open 7 days a week
www.AKtilestudio.com

Mon thru Fri: 10:00am - 6:30pm

336 9th Street
(bet. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY

(718) 369-6873

Great selection of porcelain, ceramic, marble, onyx, granite, mosaics, 
borders, glass, metal, Talavera tiles. We have Marble, Granites, 

Soapstone, Slate, Limestone, Onyx, Stainless Steel, Corlan, Silestone, 
Zodiac, Caesar Stone, Okite and Ice Stone for countertops.

Everything for your bath and kitchen
Offering interest free financing

A35

Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile

Tub & Tile Reglazing

$75 OFF

Premier Bath, Inc.
1-866-399-8827

www.premierbathsinc.com for Special Savings

Before

After Takes
One Day!

Why Replace When You Can Restore?
Rejuvenate Your Bathroom!

A35

Exterminator

Since 1969 Father & Son
Owned and Operated

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL
Difficult Termite Problems

– Our Specialty
Te

LICENSED & INSURED

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

AFEDERAL EXTERMINATING, LTD.

FREE ESTIMATES
259-8799

ANT   TERMITE

Fencing

BROOKLYN FENCE
DISTRIBUTORS

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236

(718) 444-8554
ALL TYPES OF FENCES

Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC
Chain Link, Aluminum,

Privacy Slats, Gates, Security,
Ornamental Steel,
NEW Eon Fence

Many Styles to Choose From
A44

Floor Maintenance

Cherry Valley Flooring
Installation & refinishing all hardwood 

flooring. Installation of carpet,
linoleum, VCT, ceramic  & stone tiles.
www.cherryvalleyflooring.com

(718) 271-4919 · (516) 486-5830
luisad@cherryvalleyflooring.com

C47

 Kells  
Wood Floors

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156
A44

MOVING YOUR WAY

Moving co   T33315   584 6th Av
LICENSED/ INSURED

718-788-4920
Free Estimate & Box Delivery
POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES!

Movers (Licensed)

Flooring

A31-01

Demolition

& EXCAVATION

Hassle Free Rubbish Removal

 FREE ESTIMATES!!
 www.NMDemolition.com

(718) 965-8024

Licensed Bonded & insured

A31_18

est.
1994

Electricians

JOHN E. LONERGAN

Licensed Electrician

(718) 875-6100

(212) 475-6100
A46

PT Installations
Electrical Contractor
Licensed & Insured/Residential Commercial
Renovations, alterations, outdoor lighting, track 
lighting, violations removed, AC lines. Adequate 

wiring, fixtures installed. Hi-hat specialists,
custom lighting.

24hr service.  Free Installation

Call Nick (718) 331-3210
A40

ALECTRA INC.
Have an electrical problem?

No job too big, no job too small!
Call me. Anthony Illiano

Licensed electrician

718-522-3893
A31-02

Exterminator

A+ Exterminating 
Technology
Professional services

24 hour service

(718) 633–1859

WM32

Movers (Licensed)

TIP
  TOP
MOVING

Local & Long Distance
Expert Packing & Crating

Competitive Rates
On time pickup & delivery

Free Consultations & 
Estimates

718 484-7514
tiptopmoving@yahoo.com

NYS DOT # 36694
A31-04

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

2 Men w/Truck $59/Hr.
3 Men w/Truck $69/Hr.
4 Men w/Truck $85/Hr.

Licensed & Insured
 

www.Arikmoving.com
Toll Free 877-668-3186

212-321-MOVE
US DOT #130966

The Company has the right to change prices any  time.
A38

We do last minute jobs!
Expert packers

TOP HAT MOVERS

V
AMEX

MOVERS

A31-03

A-1 JAYS WAY
MOVING

Family owned and operated for
3 generations. For the lowest
rates and best quality moving
give us a call. 
Experienced & Reliable.

2149 E. 72nd. St.   DOT#32149

718-763-1435
A31-13

Painting

A50

Low Price
Clean Job
Fast Service
References
Free Estimates

718-439-7309

R.F.K.
Interiors Corp.

Drywall · Taping
Skimcoats · Painting

(718) 855-4415
Insured
Free Estimates

A45

John Haviaras
Painting & Handyman
No Job too small. Interior/

Exterior Painting
Complete Apt. & Home Renov. 

Affordable Prices

718-921-6176
A42

ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential    www.zavplumbing.com    Commercial
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets,

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed

Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting

Radiators Installed & Repaired
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate

Insured        718 332-8511    LIC#2011   
A31-03

Plumbing
A31-04

Contractors

Residential Remodeling
Specialists

Complete Home Interior
and kitchen remodeling

License# 1207599
View previous projects @

www.knockoutrenovation.com

718-745-0722
A31-04

   

www.excelbuilds.com

Excel Builders
& Renovators Inc.

A31-17

Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior

Tel :  718-413-6003
      718-506-6115

A34

(718) 998-1110

S&D HOME
IMPROVEMENT

A31-06

brooklynpaper.com


