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By Aisha Gawad
for The Brooklyn Paper

 The Weeping Birches at the 
River Cafe have a reason for 
real tears this spring — even as 
other trees are already sporting 
buds, many of the famed eat-
ery’s branches remain lifeless, 
a lingering wound from Olafur 
Eliasson’s arborcidal artwork, 
“New York City Waterfalls.”
 “It doesn’t look good,” said 
Maureen Andariese, head of 
flowers and gardens at the res-
taurant, as he showed off sev-
eral dry, brown trees in what 
is usually a verdant Eden sur-
rounding the waterfront eatery 
under the Brooklyn Bridge.
 It is the restaurant’s very prox-
imity to the fabled span that is 
causing the lingering problems.
 One of the four salt-water-
spewing behemoths from Elias-
son’s public arts project was situ-
ated directly under the Brooklyn 
side of the bridge. And on most 
days over the course of the three-
month, $15-million public art 
project, a brackish mist lashed 
the River Cafe’s beloved trees.
 All summer long, trees not 
only at the restaurant, but also 
near other Eliasson “waterfalls” 
along the Brooklyn Heights Prom-
enade and on Governors Island, 
showed severe damage.
 When the project’s taps were 
finally tightened, tree experts 
hoped that the foliage would 
bounce back. But it has been a 
silent spring, so far, at the River 
Cafe. 
 “Just look at these three weep-
ing birches — there’s no sign of 
life at all,” said General Manager 

It’s official: W’falls were arborcidal maniacs

Signs of spring are everywhere — except at the 
River Cafe in DUMBO, where many trees look dead 
— victim’s of last year’s arborcidal “Waterfalls” art 
project (last year, above and a current view, right).

The Brooklyn Paper made its move from DUMBO to the Metrotech office com-
plex in Downtown Brooklyn on Monday — and the neighbors were busting out 
all over the place to make us feel welcome! At Kevin Barry’s pub on Willoughby 
Street, bartender Bridgette told us about a nifty lunch special (hint: it involves 
beer). For a full report about our move, see page 2. And for our exclusive guide 
to the Metrotech area, see GO Brooklyn, page 7.

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Former City Councilman 
Steve DiBrienza has reportedly 
abandoned his controversial and 
scandal-tarred campaign for his 
old seat.
 “I have finished my exploration 
of another run for the Council … 
and decided against it,” DiBrienza 
told the Park Slope Courier, our 
sister publication.
 DiBrienza has not spoken to The 
Brooklyn Paper since this newspa-

per reported that a non-profit group 
controlled by the former council-
man had received close to $1.2 mil-
lion in taxpayer money since 2002 
— the vast majority of the money 
was spent on salaries to DiBrienza 
and other staffers.
 DiBrienza had told The Paper 
that his group sponsored soccer, 
basketball and softball teams at 
three Catholic schools in Wind-
sor Terrace and Park Slope.
 But a sports director at one of 
the schools said he hadn’t heard 
of the Neighborhood Assistance 

Corporation or seen DiBrienza in 
years.
 “I know all the sponsors,” said 
the athletic director. “[DiBrienza] 
has helped us in the past, but I 
couldn’t tell you the last time.”
 Neighborhood activists also said 
they have barely heard of DiBrien-
za’s group or seen it in action.
 “I respect the work he did when 
he was a councilmember, but to be 
honest, I haven’t seem him around 
the community in eight years,” said 

Amid scandal, DiBrienza drops Council bid

Tini Wine Bar packed up and moved a few blocks north on Van Brunt Street on Sunday in a 
glorious relocation parade manned by volunteers — including Benjamin Kanzer, Harry Sanders, 
Ellie Sanders and Odette Golden-LaMorte.

SLATED TO END: The city has yelled, “CUT!” to film production in Williamsburg for 
the next three months because of the neighborhood’s overexposure.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Joe Sitt is poised to cash in.
 A day before the City Council takes 
up Mayor Bloomberg’s rezoning plan 
for a new Coney Island theme 
park, the city on Wednesday 
made its first formal offer to 
buy out the amusement area’s 
largest landowner for $105 
million — roughly $12 mil-
lion more than the devel-
oper reportedly paid for the 
land that he began amassing 
just five years ago.
 That’s a nice payday when the 
economy is in a Cyclone-like free-
fall, real-estate experts said.
 “You can’t beat a rate of return like 
that,” said one consultant who does busi-
ness with another Coney Island land-
owner.
 Sitt’s lawyer, Jesse Masyr, disagreed, 
saying that his client’s costs include not 
only the price of the land, but taxes and 

demolition expenditures.
 “Our [costs are] north of $130 mil-
lion,” he told the New York Times this 
week.
 A spokesman for Sitt declined to com-

ment further.
 The city needs Sitt’s 10-1/2 

acres along the Boardwalk be-
fore it can move ahead with the 

mayor’s dream of a year-round 
tourist destination featuring 

a new city-owned amusement 
park alongside privately built 
attractions in the fabled and 

faded People’s Playground.
     Sitt, whose extensive holdings 

include many of the Boardwalk store-
fronts and the site of the defunct Astroland 
theme park on Surf Avenue, snubbed the 
city’s prior verbal offer of $110 million 
last fall, holding out for a rezoning of his 
own so he can build a $1.5-billion Xanadu 
of rides, hotels and shopping.
 Last fall, Sitt reportedly wanted more 
than $200 million for his land.

SHELL GAME
City offers millions of clams
for $itt’s Coney Island oasis

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 South Williamsburg is no 
longer a Hollywood backlot.
 That’s the message sent by 
city officials this week when 
they gave the neighborhood a 
three-month reprieve from film 
and television shoots — a re-
write sought by a handful of res-
idents who say that production 
crews have turned their com-
munity into a soundstage.
 The city told film crews to 
“Take five” because the neigh-
borhood bounded by Kent and 

Bedford avenues, and South Sec-
ond and South Eighth streets 
has hosted a large number of 
recent shoots, including  “Gos-
sip Girl,” “The Unusuals,” and 
“Law and Order.”
 The neighborhood also 
played a major role in last year’s 
action film, “American Gang-
ster.”
 “Based upon those fac-
tors, we will temporarily re-
strict filming in certain areas 
that have been significantly im-
pacted,” said Marybeth Ilhe, 
a spokeswoman for the may-

or’s office of Film, Theatre and 
Broadcasting.
 Indeed, it’s hardly the first 
time that film crews have got-
ten bad reviews in Brooklyn — 
and it isn’t the first time that the 
city has issued a movie-mak-
ing moratorium. Two years ago, 
Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO 
were temporarily deemed no-
film zones.
 Several projects that had 
already begun filming in 
the neighborhood will be al-
lowed to finish over the next 

Film permit halt in South Williamsburg
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Mike Bloomberg wants YOU — 
to volunteer for his race for a third 
term.
 To make it easier, the billionaire 
mayor opened campaign offices in 
all five boroughs last weekend, chris-
tening his cramped Brooklyn space 
on Atlantic Avenue on Sunday.

 Hizzoner chatted with fans in 
front of the storefront, which is be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues, be-
fore heading inside to whip up cam-
paign workers with a speech that stuck 
to his achievements in office.
 Outside, he met Boerum Hill resi-
dent David Burney and his border ter-
rier, Mungo, who had a “Mike Bloom-
berg NYC” sticker on her head.

 “She loves Bloomberg,” Burney 
said. “She was very happy that term 
limits were changed.”
 Burney, of course, has one good 
reason to like the mayor: the mayor 
is his boss (Burney is head of the 
Department of Design and Construc-
tion — though he didn’t say that to 
a reporter).
 The mayor’s retail office is nearly 

equidistant from the administration’s 
two main Brooklyn obsessions: Atlan-
tic Yards (which it hopes will get built) 
and the Brooklyn House of Detention 
(which it hopes to reopen and dou-
ble in capacity). A campaign spokes-
woman said the location was picked 
solely because it was centrally lo-
cated and near major transit routes.
 “We want the volunteers to be able 

to get hear easily,” said the spokes-
woman, Silvia Alvarez.
 As in the past, Bloomberg has 
said he will not accept campaign 
donations, but is welcoming vol-
unteers to donate their time.
 Bloomberg for Mayor cam-
paign office (535 Atlantic Ave., be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues in 
Boerum Hill). 

Billionaire Bloomy begs Brooklyn for ballot boosters
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See TREES on page 6See SCANDAL on page 6

See FILM on page 13

A BAM 
plan is 
canned
By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 A major mixed-income apartment 
tower planned for the BAM Cultural 
District is off the table due to the con-
vulsions of the real-estate market, The 
Brooklyn Paper has learned. 
 The 187-unit tower, which would contain 
100 sub-market-rate rentals, was planned 
for the corner of Fulton Street and Ash-
land Place, but will not happen anytime 
soon — the latest troubles inside the Fort 
Greene enclave targeted to become the so-
called Lincoln Center of Brooklyn.
 “This is our most difficult project,” 
said Kate Dixon, director of planning and 
development for the Downtown Brook-
lyn Partnership, a quasi-governmental 
group overseeing development in the 
area. “The mixed-use developments are 
feeling the most from the current eco-
nomic situation,” she said during a panel 
discussion on Monday night. 
 The city Department of Housing Pres-
ervation and Development confirmed 
that this joint construction effort with 
Studio MDA and the Gotham Group is 
on hold due to a “shaky market,” said a 
department spokesman. 
 The centerpiece to the whole artsy area is 
also off-track. Starchitect Enrique Norten’s 
design for a glass-walled complex adja-
cent to a grand public plaza is on a back-
burner because the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary, which planned an iconic performing 
arts library for the building, backed out 
of the $135-million project last year.
 And the public plaza itself can’t be 
built until Norten’s building goes up be-
cause a parking lot, which is part of the 
Norten plan, would sit below it.
 The renovations of the Strand Theater 
are also slightly behind schedule. The 
city-owned building was scheduled to 
be complete in 2010, but now, accord-
ing to architect Thomas Leeser, con-
struction will only begin this fall and 
take up to two years to finish.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 T

o
m

 C
al

la
n

DOWNTOWN, PARK SLOPE, & BAY RIDGE EDITIONS
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Rev. David C. Fisher, Senior Minister 
Bruce Oelschlager, Minister of Music

 Sunday, April 5 Palm–Passion Sunday 
 11:00 a.m. Worship Service

 Thursday, April 9 Maundy Thursday Agape
 6:30 p.m. Feast and Communion

 Friday, April 10 Good Friday 
 7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Service

 Sunday, April 12 Easter Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Service 

www.plymouthchurch.org

Holy Week at Plymouth

Worship services are held in the Plymouth Sanctuary.  
Call or visit our website for additional information on activities including  

Sunday School, childcare, and Adult Christian Education.

Orange Street, between Hicks and Henry, Brooklyn Heights 
718-624-4743

57 CLARK STREET 
in Brooklyn Heights

(718) 852-7208

 Organic pet food

 Free local delivery

 Open 7 days

 Wellness, Science 
Diet, Natural Choice, 
& more

15%
OFF
ALL PET  

SUPPLIES
with this ad

 www.NYCPet.com

61 PEARL STREET 
in DUMBO

(718) 643-3046

NYC Pet .com
 A NEW BREED OF PET SUPPLY STORES

Brooklyn
Heights

Synagogue

L38

Must be 18 years of age or older to play video gaming machines or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.

The Jackpot Next Door. 
SM

Atlantic City? No, Yonkers.

EXIT 2 NY STATE THRUWAY  EMPIRECITYGAMING.COM

Religious 
Services

The Brooklyn Paper

 All it took was the cere-
monial severing of a bright 
red ribbon by Borough Pres-
ident Markowitz and it was 
official: The Brooklyn Pa-
per was welcomed into its 
new offices at the Metrotech 
complex in Downtown.
 Markowitz and News Cor-
poration Senior Vice Pres-

ident Les Goodstein (pic-
tured) did the honors last 
Friday, along with a pano-
ply of dignitaries, including 
state Comptroller Tom Di-
Napoli (who praised us for 
keeping jobs in Brooklyn — 
as if a newspaper called The 
“Brooklyn” Paper really had 
a choice!). 
 So now we’re happily en-

sconced in Metrotech with 
our colleagues in the News 
Corporation-owned Com-
munity Newspaper Group, 
which comprises more than 
30 newspapers, periodicals 
and specialty magazines, in-
cluding Courier Life Publi-
cations, TimesLedger News-
papers and Bronx Times 
Reporter.

Brooklyn Paper joins sister 
publications at Metrotech

Anonymous Brooklyn Paper fan 
gives editor a new (used) bike!

alas) of the time his bike 
was stolen. My sometimes 
fellow travelers from Trans-
portation Alternatives empa-
thized by reminding me that 
60,000 bikes are stolen ev-
ery year.
 And the MTA responded 
to my plight by raising fares 
to $2.50!
 Finally, a lead: Someone at 
Transportation Alternatives 
forwarded me an e-mail say-
ing that if I intended to write 
something about the new 
bike, I should report that it 
came from “a friend of Susan 
Feldman of St. Ann’s Ware-
house, and leave it at that.”
 Intriguing; I barely even 
know Susan Feldman (though 
St. Ann’s does a great job 
with the art thing). Still per-
plexed, I e-mailed my Trans-
portation Alternatives con-
tact again, this time receiving 
a deeper answer.
 “Let Gersh know that his 
sometimes being nice to oth-
ers creates for unexpected 
paybacks out of the blue,” 
the new e-mail said. “Tell 
him just to keep up his un-
bridled and energetic news 
coverage and to just enjoy the 
bicycle. People are watching 
his back.
 “Unsated love endures,” 
it concluded. “He will be 
happier not knowing the 
source.”
 Wow, suddenly my stolen 
bike story had turned into a 
Mitch Albom tear-jerker (and 
not the good one about Mor-
rie).
 But my philosophical, 
bike-donating correspondent 
was right: I am happier not 
knowing the source.
 I don’t even have to send 
a “thank you” card!

n the road again!
   Hours after news of 
my stolen bike hit the 

Interweb on BrooklynPaper.
com last week, your faithful, 
bike-riding columnist (that’s 
me, silly, not the late Mur-
ray Kempton!) got an intrigu-
ing e-mail from an anony-
mous fan of The Brooklyn 
Paper.
 “You’ll find a present 
locked in front of room 633 
at 55 Washington St.,” the e-
mail said. “The lock’s key is 
attached to a sticker attached 
to your pedal.”
 Like any newshound, I was 
eager to solve this mystery, 
so I headed to my old office 
building and, sure enough, 
discovered an almost new 
Trek 7100 chained to a build-
ing pillar.
 The key, as promised, was 
concealed under a sticker. On 
the sticker was a picture of 
me from last week’s paper, 
looking somber and annoyed 
about my stolen bike (nice 
touch).
 I took the Trek out for a 
spin and being back in the 
saddle again brought back 
memories — memories of me 
darting from one big break-
ing news story (freedom for 
the famed stoop drinker, for 
example) to the next (Ayveq, 
the masturbating walrus).
 But now, of course, I 
wanted to solve the mys-
tery: Who put me back on 
two wheels?
 This wasn’t going to be 
easy; after all, everyone in 
Brooklyn was moved to ac-
tion by the story about theft 
of my bike — my second pil-
fered set of wheels in eight 
months. Not since I broke my 
ankle last year has Brooklyn 
been so riveted by yet an-
other one of my highly pub-
lic tragedies.
 Multi-millionairess Jane 
Walentas, in whose building 
the latest bike had been sto-
len, offered me lunch (though 
not a bike). Larry Lombardi 

 Read The Brooklyn An-
gle every week in The 
Brooklyn Paper. E-mail 
Kuntzman at gkuntzman@
cnglocal.com.

A vague e-mail sent our editor to his old DUMBO 
office building, where he was told he would find a 
used bike. He did.
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By Gersh Kuntzman

at Front Street 
Pizza gave me 
a free plate of 
lasagna and re-
galed me with 
a story (not 
quite helpful, 

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Atlantic Yards builder 
Bruce Ratner gave his long-
delayed mega-development a 
rare sign of life when he pur-
chased a new parcel in the 
project’s footprint for the first 
time in over two years.
 Ratner paid about $3 mil-
lion to acquire the headquar-
ters of the United Union of 
Roofers, Waterproofers and 
Allied Workers at 467 Dean 
St. — a squat 10,000-square-
foot building between Flat-
bush and Sixth avenues, 
the Real Deal reported on 

Wednesday. 
 The acquisition is one con-
crete sign that Ratner is still 
committed to the project, de-
spite his own admission that 
it is stalled.
 Project foe Daniel Gold-
stein said that the land pur-
chase may not have anything 
to do with Atlantic Yards.
 “Ratner’s true goal is to 
control 22 valuable acres in 
the heart of Brooklyn,” Gold-
stein said. 
 “If Forest City Ratner con-
trols those 22 acres, it will 
not benefit anybody but Rat-
ner.”

Your Neighborhood — Your News®

We are now located at

E-mail  releases to newsroom@cnglocal.com
E-mail  listings to calendar@brooklynpaper.com
E-mail nightlife listings to nightlife@brooklynpaper.com
To e-mail a staff member, use first initial last name @cnglocal.com

HOW TO 
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TWO FOR THE POT
COFFEES / TEAS / SPICES & SUNDRIES
200 CLINTON ST AT ATLANTIC  7188558173

BROOKLYN FERRY 
BREAKFAST TEA

When English Breakfast Tea is ordered at 
The River Cafe, it is our elegant old school 
blend of long leaf Ceylon and Keemun that 
is served, a tea we blend daily for housholds 

throughout Brooklyn and beyond.

93 Montague St. (at Hicks St.),  Brooklyn Heights
718-802-0900
Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday: 10am to 3 pm

The UPS Store®

Get a mailbox 
with benefits

15% off your next stationery order over $150 
OR  $50 off any order over $300

We cordially invite youWe cordially invite you
to take advantage of our special limited time

offer for exclusive savings on Social Stationery

Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Wedding Showers

Weddings ~ Save the Date
Sweet Sixteen ~ Baby Showers

Personal Stationery

44 Court Street
(between Remsen & Joralemon)

(718) 625-5771
www.CourtStreetGraphics.com

Find Hidden 
Treasure  

in Brooklyn
at the

PARK SLOPE 
FLEA MARKET

PS 321 SCHOOL YARD
7th Avenue (between First & Second streets)

Open all year – Saturday & Sunday
(Weather permitting)

(718) 421-6763 

Harbor Motor Inn

Harbor Motor Inn
718 625 6800  T
718 625 0669  F

www.rollingpress.com

an environmentally-friendly
boutique print house

We Print Stuff

100% Recycled
& FSC Papers

Vegetable Inks
with Low VOCs

Chemical-Free 
CTP Production

Printed with
Wind Power

Brochures

Postcards

Catalogs

Magazines

Marketing
Collateral

Etc.

Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/30/2009

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/30/2009

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/30/2009

$877
$13
Value
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Union Temple
17 Eastern Parkway
Across from the Brooklyn Public 
Library and Grand Army Plaza’

718-638-7600
www.uniontemple.org
uniontemple@uniontemple.org

Free for Kids
at Union Temple

Kinder Kef
Sunday, April 19, 10 am to 12 noon

Have fun, sing, make some art
and learn about Jewish holidays.

Monthly on Sundays
Next: May 17, from 10 am to 12 noon

For Kids 4–6 FREE
Parent participation welcome but not required

Tot Shabbat
Sunday, April 18, 11:15 am 12:15 pm

Plus lots more for the whole family!
Go to www.UnionTemple.org

Reform    Egalitarian    Inclusive

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

BROOKLYN
FENCING CENTER

FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation

FREE Installation

FREE Delivery

DERMER
 PHARMACY & SURGICAL

 2064 Flatbush Ave. (718) 377-4900 
www.dermerpharmacy.com  (Corner Avenue P) fax: (718) 252-6050

STAIR LIFTSSTAIR LIFTS

SUMMER ARTS CAMP 2009

SWIMMING
FIELD TRIPS

SCAVENGER HUNTS
ADVENTURE

Boerum Hill & Carroll 
Gardens locations

310 Atlantic Avenue (Boerum Hill)
119 Union St. (Carroll Gardens)
718-797-5600

www.creativeartsstudio.com

BOERUM HILL

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Mayor Bloomberg’s con-
tentious plan to reopen and 
expand the Brooklyn House 
of Detention suffered another 
setback on Monday when city 
Comptroller Bill Thompson 
blocked the project, citing a 
“corruptive” bidding process 
in awarding a $31.3-million 
contract.
 “[The city] looked like it fa-
vored one bidder over many 
others,” Thompson said about 
the Bloomberg Administra-
tion’s “corruptive process” that 
led to the selection of the ar-
chitecture firm Ricci Greene 
Associates to design a restora-
tion and enlargement for the 
House of D.
      The comptroller, who is 
running against the mayor 
this fall for the city’s top job, 
said he dismissed the deal be-
cause:
 • The city inadequately ex-
plained why the entire project’s 
price tag jumped from $240 
million to $450 million.
 • The firm did not meet 
the city’s experience require-
ments, even as other bidders 
that did were excluded. 
 • Ricci Greene was sued 
for malpractice by upstate Or-

It’s Thompson vs. Bloomy over Atlantic Avenue jail

ange County for problems at 
a jail there.
 The comptroller’s dis-
missal comes less than two 
weeks after a state judge ruled 
the city can fill the existing 
759-bed jail at any time — 
though plans to roughly dou-
ble the prison’s capacity must 
undergo environmental re-
view.

 Officials from the Depart-
ment of Design and Construc-
tion lashed back at Thomp-
son’s reasoning for canceling 
the contract, which was orig-
inally pegged on rough esti-
mates of the eventual cost to 
build a second tower for the 
site that closed in 2005. 
 “As the comptroller well 
knows, agencies routinely use 

budget placeholders until they 
can bring in design services 
to get a more accurate esti-
mate,” said Matthew Mona-
han, an agency. 
 He added that the bidding 
process was open to quali-
fied builders, and that the law-
suit against Ricci Greene in-
volved a “minor” water pipe 
break. 

Comptroller Bill Thompson, a critic of the city’s plan to reopen the Brooklyn 
House of Detention, spoke to reporters outside the jail on Monday.
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PARK SLOPE

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The wheels are in motion for a new bicy-
cle shop to open in Park Slope this spring, 
The Brooklyn Paper has learned.
 Brooklyn Bicycles will open at the 
corner of Ninth Street and Sixth Av-
enue in May, offering yet another cy-
cling store for residents of a neighbor-
hood that city records suggest has the 
second-highest number of bike com-
muters in the borough.
 Co-owner Tony Gallucci promises 
to put service first.
 “From what I’ve seen in Brooklyn, 
a lot of rude and pretty obnoxious peo-
ple work in bike shops,” said Gallucci, 
who has years of experience at cycling 
stores in Manhattan. “We want to open 
a place with more friendliness.”
 The new shop, which will take over 
the 1,400-square-foot space that for-
merly housed a Curves gym, will carry 
a wide range of men’s and women’s 
commuter cycles, sport hybrids and 
road bikes that cost less than $2,500, 
according co-founder  — and Prospect 
Heights resident — Henry Carter.
 Brooklyn Bicycles won’t be the first 
retailer in the neighborhood, but Carter 
claims he’ll reach a distinctive niche 
of recreational Prospect Park riders, 

Henry Carter will open a bike 
store at the corner of Ninth Street 
and Sixth Avenue in Park Slope.
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WILLIAMSBURG

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 North Brooklyn’s famed 
McCarren Park Pool Parties 
– which music lovers feared 
would come to after getting 
booted from McCarren Park 
Pool last year – appear ready 
to dive on into East River 
State Park on the Williams-
burg waterfront, the promoter 
told The Brooklyn Paper.
 “That would be a good 
place [for concerts],” said 
Chris Goldstein of Jel-
lyNYC, which filled the de-
funct Greenpoint swimming 
pool with concerts by TV 
on the Radio, Aesop Rock, 
Yo La Tengo and others for 
three summers. “We haven’t 
set anything in stone yet, but 
we’re working on it.”

But not at 
McCarren 
Park Pool

Summertime concerts at McCarren Park Pool were 
always hot.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Bay Ridge’s popular farmer’s mar-
ket will remain at the former Key Food 
parking lot on Third Avenue — even 
after a Walgreens pharmacy opens at 
the site this summer, The Brooklyn 
Paper has learned.
 After the resounding success of last 
year’s Bay Ridge Greenmarket, the be-
loved bazaar has received permission 
from the drug store to open on the prop-
erty at the corner of 95th Street for a 

second season starting on May 2, ac-
cording to Greenmarket spokeswoman 
Sabine Hrechdakian.
 “It will be the same location that it 
was in last year, except that Walgreens 
is going to be open,” Hrechdakian said. 
“We negotiated with them and it’s go-
ing to be a win-win for everybody.”
 Discussions are ongoing between Wal-
greens and the farmer’s market, but the ba-
zaar will likely run on Saturdays through 
December and feature five or more vend-
ers — just like last year’s souk.

 Walgreens spokesman Robert Elf-
inger said that the farmer’s market 
— which last year included venders 
who hawked fruits, vegetables, flow-
ers, bread, honey, and buffalo meat — 
could benefit the pharmacy.
 “From a business standpoint, we 
think it creates some good synergy,” 
he said. “People can come to the park-
ing lot to get their produce, then they 
can come to the store and get their ev-
eryday essentials and get their prescrip-
tions filled.”

Fresh produce paradise to stay at ex–Key Food lot

  A state official echoed 
Goldstein’s sentiments.
 “We are indeed working 
towards that end,” said Ei-
leen Larrabee, a state parks 
spokeswoman.
 North Brooklyn’s Open 
Space Alliance is also in-
volved in the negotiations 
to allow the concerts in the 
riverside park. 
 The popular Pool Parties 
were forced out last August 
to allow renovations to re-
turn the 73-year-old struc-
ture to a swimmer’s para-
dise.
 So it comes as no sur-
prise that news of the pos-
sible move — which was first 
reported by the Greenpoint 
Gazette — quickly resonated 
around North Brooklyn’s mu-
sic community.
 “It’s great that we have free 
concerts going on – it’s an 
important part of this com-
munity,” said Adam Kriney, 
a salesman at the Northside 
record store Sound Fix. 

BAY RIDGE

bike commuters, and beginning cyclists 
— groups he says are under-served by 
neighborhood bicycle stores.
 “There are definitely other bike shops 
around, but there’s no place that fits the 
needs of most cyclists,” Carter said.
 Not surprisingly, some Park Slope 
bike shop employees disagreed, and cau-
tioned the entrepreneurs behind Brook-
lyn Bicycles that running a cycling shop 
can be harder than winning a stage in 
the Tour de France.
 “It’s easy to open up a shop,” said 
Al Cabbad, a salesmen at R and A Cy-
cles on Fifth Avenue. “but to stay open 
is very difficult.”
 A daytime call to On the Move — the 
tiny Seventh Avenue bike shop closest 
to the planned Brooklyn Bicycles lo-
cation — was picked up only by a re-
cording device. The shop, which keeps 
limited hours, did not return the call.
 Rivalries aside, the new shop could 
result in better selection for Park Slope 
shoppers, said Chris Dixon, of Dixon’s 
Bike Shop on Union Street.
 “You’ll be able to get more stuff in 
the neighborhood instead of going on-
line, so it’s a good thing for Park Slope 
at the end of the day,” he said. “If ev-
erybody has a little niche, we’re not 
against them.”
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Find more online every Wednesday at

Diaspora Healthy Families  
can assist you with the care of your 

newborn by teaching you about:

• Parenting Skills
• Father to Father Mentoring

• Baby Care 
• Educational Activities

 Call James, (718) 399-0200 ext.243

Is your wife or girlfriend 
currently pregnant or do 
you have a baby less than  

3 months old and live in zip 
code 11238 or 11207? Join 

our free fatherhood 
program for you 

and your 
family.

Space Available
Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com

Affordable $20 – $25 psf rents.
Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants

 21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY

 13’ CEILINGS

 PLENTIFUL PARKING

 SOME WITH WATER VIEWS

 6’ WINDOWS

 GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

 FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

 PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE

DUMBO–come see what they see

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

Crip-pled
 A gang of 30 Crips from 
the Freedom Academy HS 
on Nassau Street severely 
assaulted a girl as she was 
walking to the subway after 
school on March 26, police 
said.
 The victim and her friends 
told cops that a blue-colored, 
rag-waving crowd followed 
them to the corner of Wil-
loughby and Jay streets at 3:15 
pm. One of the perps walked 
up to the girl and punched 
her in the face, yelling, “I am 
going to line you and your 
friends out and shoot you 
all!”
 Scared for their lives, the 
victim and her friends ran 
to the DeKalb Avenue sub-
way station. One of the perps 
boarded with her and started 
pulling her hair, cops said.
 At the next stop, the victim 
tried to flee, but was set upon 
by more gang members, who 
pulled her hair and banged 
her head against a pillar, chip-
ping several of the her teeth 
and causing damage to the 
left side of her face.
 After the brutal battery, 
with the girl lying bruised and 
bleeding on the subway plat-
form, the hoodlums fled.

Subway mug
 A thief snatched a cell-
phone from a subway rider’s 
hand on March 25 as the vic-
tim was trying to purchase a 
Metrocard.
 At around 2:30 pm, as the 
victim was standing at the ki-
osk in the Jay Street subway 
station, a thug approached the 
21-year-old woman from be-
hind and grabbed her $400 
phone. Before running off, 
he turned to her and said, “If 
you follow me, I’m going to 
bust your face.”
 The thug was not caught.

Fightin’ back
 A woman tried to snatch 
an iPod from a fellow subway 
rider on March 23, but plot 
went awry when the would-
be victim, and a Good Sa-
maritan, fought back.
 The victim told cops that 
she was sitting on the train 
at the Pacific Street station, 
at 8:20 pm, when the mugger 
grabbed her music player. As 
she tried to run off, a man rose 
to prevent her from fleeing. 
The perp punched the man in 
the face, but was then punched 
herself, by her intended vic-

tim, 47, was in the basement, 
but by the time she clambered 
upstairs, the crook had fled 
with her wallet, containing 
$200, her iPhone, and Apple 
laptop. 

Triple threat
 A menacing troika of trou-
blemakers beat up a man near 
the corner of Woodhull and 
Henry streets on March 21.
 One third of the trio bashed 
the victim, 50, in the face, 
which felled him to pave-
ment at 12:20 am. Then his 
partners rifled through the 
downed man’s pockets, taking 
his wallet that contained $200 
and his Salvadoran ID. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Bleach leech
 A cigarette-loving crook 
broke into Deli in the Slope 
on Butler Street overnight on 
March 24, taking $13,900 
worth of goods and wiping 
away the DNA evidence 
with the cleansing power of 
bleach.
 The victim told police that 
he closed the grocery store, 
between Third and Fourth av-
enues, at 11 pm that night. Be-
fore the owner returned seven 
hours later, the thief drilled 
a hole through the side wall, 
cut the alarm wires, took his 
loot and left the same way he 
came in.
 He got away with $5,000 
from the ATM, $4,500 from 
the registers, a DVR recorder 
for the security system, 
and $1,900 worth of Marl-
boros, Newports and Camel 
Lights.

Cap’n Hook
 A woman slashed a man 
across the face with a hook 
knife on March 28, demand-
ing his cellphone and wallet, 
the police reported. 
 The victim was at the 
corner of Third Avenue and 
Ninth Street at 10 pm when 
the lady thug approached, 
pulled out her weapon and 
asked for his stuff. The vic-
tim did not follow orders, so 
she sliced him from his left 
ear to his chin and fled.

Delivered!
 Two men were arrested 
for attempting to rob apart-

ments along Eighth Avenue 
on March 23. 
 Cops said that the sus-
pected thieves were casing 
several buildings around 1:30 
pm and, when they exited an 
apartment building between 
First and Second streets, po-
lice questioned the devious 
duo.
 The two perps claimed that 
they were delivery boys, but 
one tenant said they had, in 
fact, tried to enter his apart-
ment by jamming something 
in the door lock.

Natural steal
 A crook stole a bike from 
a tree it had been chained to 
sometime between March 21 
and 23. 
 The victim left his bike — 
worth $1,080 with its chain 
— at the corner of Seventh 
Avenue and Sterling Place at 
around 8 am. When he re-
turned to the tree two days 
later at 10:30 pm, it was 
gone.

Kodak moment 
 A bandit broke into an 
Eighth Avenue apartment 
on March 25, nabbing $3,150 
worth of stuff.
 The victim left her apart-
ment, on the corner of Fifth 
Street, at 8 am — with her 
window unlocked. This gave 
the thief a chance to climb the 
fire escape and sneak into her 
place. When she returned at 
5:30 pm, her laptop, an MP3 
player, a camera and printer 
and $200 were missing. 

An Apple a day
 A burglar bashed his way 
through the windows of two 
St. Marks Avenue apartments 
on March 25, swiping $5,900 
worth of stuff.
 One victim left her apart-
ment, between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues, at 8 am to go to work. 
The thief forced his way in 
through the window near the 
fire escape and fled before the 
victim returned eight hours 
later. Her Apple laptop and a 
pair of earrings were gone.
 A man from the same 
building also reported that 
the crook broke in through the 
window while he was gone 
between 8 am and 4:45 pm. 
This time, the perp got not 
one, but two Apple laptops 
and a Sony Playstation. 

Crime vehicle
 At least three cars were 
broken into or stolen last 
week:
 • A man’s wallet was taken 
from his car, which was be-
ing repaired at a body shop 
on 14th Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues. When 
he went to go pick up his car 
on March 24 at 2 pm, he no-
ticed his stuff was gone. He 
later discovered even worse 
news: $800 had been spent 
with his debit card.
 • A thug smashed his way 
into a Lexus that had been 
parked on Seventh Street 
overnight on March 26. 
The victim left his car be-
tween Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West, where 
a thief broke through a win-
dow to take the airbags, a 
navigation system, a cell-
phone charger, and $10 in 
quarters.
 • A crook stole a 2002 
Honda Odyssey from Fifth 
Avenue on March 28. The 
victim reported that he left 
the car parked and unlocked 
— with the key in the igni-
tion and the engine on, which 
might have been a mistake 
— at around 12:30 am.
 One minute later, it was 
gone.

No steal
 A thug smashed his way 
through the front door of a 
President Street apartment on 
March 27 — yet took noth-
ing!
 The victim left her apart-
ment, between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues, at around 5 
pm and returned six hours 
later to find that a thug had 
kicked in the door.
 She estimated that it would 
cost her $250 to fix it.  
 — Emilia Brock

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

Masked mugs
 Armed robbers in Wil-
liamsburg are using masks 
to hide their faces while they 
stick up their victims. Here 
are the horrifying details:
 • A gun-toting thug in a 
ski mask stuck up a 25-year-
old woman on South Fourth 
Street on March 22.
 The villain confronted the 
victim at around 11:30 pm 
on the block between Bed-
ford and Driggs avenues and 
yelled, “Don’t f—ing look at 
me, I have a f—ing gun! Give 
me your money.”
 The victim forked over her 

tim, who recovered the iPod 
from the dazed mugger.
 Police soon showed up, and 
the 18-year-old attacker was 
arrested.

Gun invasion
 A thug robbed a woman 
at gunpoint as she was try-
ing to enter her Dean Street 
building on March 27.
 The victim told cops that 
she was approaching her 
building, located between 
Bond and Nevins streets, 
at 2:30 pm when a man ap-
proached her from behind, 
brandishing a black hand-
gun. The thug pushed her 
into the house and, at gun-
point, ordered her to lie on 
the ground.
 The burglar proceeded to 
ransack the place, stealing an 
iPod, Blackberry, laptop, driv-
er’s license, two credit cards, 
and $20.

Let’s fight
 Two girls mugged two 
other girls as they were walk-
ing down Adams Street on 
March 25.
 The two victims were at 
the corner of Adams and Jora-
lemon streets at 3:15 pm, they 
told cops, when one of the 
perps approached them and 
said, “I wanna fight you.”
 The mugger then punched 
the girl in the face, grabbed 
her Sidekick, and ran off.
 — Evan Gardner

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Midnight man
 A sleeping man awoke 
just after the witching hour 
on March 22 to find a man 
burglarizing his West Ninth 
Street duplex, proving there’s 
no rest for the wicked or the 
weary.
 The noisy criminal jarred 
the man, 34, at 12:05 am with 
ruckus from the bottom floor 
of the duplex between Smith 
and Court streets. The home-
owner ran from his bedroom 
to see the thief bounding up 
a spiral staircase and out the 
front door with his laptop and 
watch. 

Great escape
 A burglar quickly plucked 
a few hot commodities from 
a woman’s President Street 
home while she was there on 
March 23. 
 The invader apparently 
invaded the home, which is 
between Smith and Court 
streets, via the fire escape, 
at around 10:15 am. The vic- See BLOTTER on page 16
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BROOKLYN BUILDS DEVELOPING STORIES

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Opponents of a controversial 
DUMBO development pulled 
out their wild card on Wednes-
day — a famed historian who 
not only opposes the proposed 
18-story building near the fa-
bled Brooklyn Bridge, but went 
so far as to suggest that the 
city raze other buildings in 
DUMBO to make room for 
a national park celebrating the 
Gothic landmark. 
 Pulitzer Prize–winning 
writer David McCullough, 
author of “The Great Bridge,” 
visited DUMBO and called 
Jed Walentas’s Dock Street 

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 The School Construction 
Authority was not being hon-
est last June when it stated 
publicly that it did not “iden-
tify a need” for a new middle 
school in Brooklyn Heights 
or DUMBO at the same time 
that the agency was negotiat-
ing with a developer to build 
just such a school.
 That revelation is the high-
light of dozens of pages of 
just-released documents 
made public by the SCA after 
a freedom of information re-
quest by opponents of a proj-
ect by David and Jed Walen-
tas to build an 18-story tower 
and public middle school on 
Dock Street near the Brook-
lyn Bridge.
 “It’s always troubling 
when government agencies, 
which are accountable to the 
public, are doing one thing in 
private yet saying something 
else in public,” said Council-
man David Yassky, referring 
to School Construction Au-
thority executive Elizabeth 
Bergin’s comment last year 
that the agency saw no need 
for a middle school. When 
Bergin made the comment, 
her agency was, in fact, nego-
tiating with the Walentases’ 
Two Trees Management to 
build just such a school.
 Yassky cited a May 20 let-
ter from Two Trees to the 
School Construction Author-
ity which provided the devel-
opment company’s “best and 
final offer for the Dock Street 
DUMBO middle school.”
 The letter, signed by Jed 
Walentas, begins, “We ap-
preciate your continued in-
terest in working with us to 
develop a new public mid-
dle school.”
 Former City Councilman 
Ken Fisher, who was hired by 
Two Trees to help steer the 
controversial project through 
the ongoing public approval 

Prize-winning historian seeks halt
to Walentas Dock Street project

Foes: Docs prove Walentas’s ‘Dock’ of lies

project “visual vandalism.” 
 “If you start building all 
of these things around [the 
Brooklyn Bridge], you are go-
ing to wreck it,” he declared 
at the press conference, which 
included a photo op of the 
writer in front of a view of the 
bridge that, ironically, would 
actually not be affected by 
the proposed project.
 The Maine resident — who 
once lived in Brooklyn Heights 
— might have surpassed the 
wishes of even the most ada-
mant Dock Street opponents 
when he suggested that instead 
of erecting the affordable hous-
ing, middle school and luxury 

condo development, workers 
should demolish the low-slung 
St. Anne’s Warehouse arts cen-
ter to create more open space 
around the bridge.
 “I would favor taking down 
[this] building … and turn-
ing [it] into a national park,” 
he said.
 McCullough’s comments 
came as the City Planning 
Commission nears its April 
22 decision on the project — 
the latest stop on the proj-
ect’s route through the city’s 
land-use review procedure, 
which is triggered whenever 
a landowner wants a change 
in zoning.

Historian David McCullough spoke against a condo tower near the bridge. Ironi-
cally, the view to the bridge in this photo op would not be affected by the tower.
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 In this case, Walentas 
wants a residential rezon-
ing so he can build the 325-
unit building, which includes 
65 below-market-rate rentals 
and a public middle school 
that even opponents of the 
project say is needed some-
where in the neighborhood.
 Planning Commissioner 
Amanda Burden called the 
coming Dock Street vote one 
of the most difficult rulings 
she has ever faced. 
 McCullough’s appearance 
comes on the heels of the reve-
lation that the School Construc-
tion Authority held backroom 
negotiations with Walentas (see 
sidebar below).
 After the Planning Com-
mission votes, the project will 
move to the City Council, 
where its prospects are far 

from certain. Councilmen 
David Yassky (D–Brook-
lyn Heights) and Bill De-
Blasio (D–Park Slope) op-
pose it, while Letitia James 
(D–Fort Greene) likes it.
 Community Board 2 and 
Borough President Markow-
itz both backed the rezoning, 
though Markowitz favored a 
taller and slimmer building to 
reduce what he believes will 
be an impact on the bridge. 
 For their part, backers of 
the project say they have been 
encouraged by their negoti-
ations with the city. 
 “We’re focused now on 
the feedback that we got,” 
said Walentas’s attorney 
Ken Fisher, himself a former 
Brooklyn Heights councilman, 
turned lobbyist. “So far, it has 
been very encouraging.”

Renderings of David Walentas’s Dock Street proposal show off the build-
ing’s middle school and street front retail. Critics say the 18-story wing of the 
building would block views of the Brooklyn Bridge.
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process, said that Two Trees’ 
May 20 letter is no smoking 
gun.
 “They said what they said 
publicly because they were 
not fully on board with us 
at that time,” he said. “They 
were still negotiating with 
us. They wanted us to give 
them our best offer and then 
see if we had support for the 
project. Only after we had 
done that, they said OK” in 
late 2008.
 The just-released doc-
uments — mostly e-mails 
from School Construction 
Authority officials to Two 
Trees, plus entertainingly 
candid internal documents 
— include plenty of corre-
spondence that bolster a case 
made by Dock Street oppo-
nents that the School Con-
struction Authority did not 
fully consider alternative 
sites for a middle school be-
sides the Walentases’ pro-
posal.

said. “Now I know that if we 
don’t do the Walentas project 
that we don’t really want to 
do anything else over there, 
but I think we have to follow 
up on this just so we can say 
that the Walentas project is 
such a good deal.”
 Again, Fisher dismissed 
the significance of the Grillo 
memo.
 “There are other docu-
ments in the package that 
show that they did evaluate 
proposals submitted to them 
and that they rejected them 
because they simply were 
not as good as our proposal,” 
Fisher said.
 “It’s disappointing that 
anyone would say that the 
SCA hadn’t considered al-
ternatives. They considered 
them and rejected them. 
In the case of the Dec. 9 
memo, the SCA knows that 
any other developer was go-
ing to charge them for land 
and for the core and shell of 
the school. Two Trees is not 
charging for either.
 “That makes all the other 
alternatives less attractive to 
SCA than Two Trees,” he 
said.
 Yassky disagreed: “My 
reading of that memo is that 
they have no interest in fully 
considering other alterna-
tives. They have not proven 
that they have looked seri-
ously enough at Water Street 
or the PS 8 expansion.”
 Yassky was reminded that 
Two Trees says it is offering 
the school for free — a sav-
ings that the SCA has said is 
equivalent to nearly $50 mil-
lion in construction costs.
 “Two Trees is paying for 
the core and shell of the 
school,” Yassky said. “The 
SCA still has $43 million in 
its budget for a school. All 
I’m saying is that if they put 
out a request for proposals, 
they might find a developer 
willing to do it for even less 
than Walentas.”
 The 205 Water St. site is 
owned by Harry Kotowitz, 
who has repeatedly declined 
to reveal the extent of his of-
fer to the School Construc-
tion Authority. Fisher said 
that Kotowitz’s offer would 
cost the SCA more money 
because “he’s not offering 
anything for free like Two 
Trees is.”
 Others pointed out that in 

 The agency has long said 
that it has fully considered 
all alternative sites that have 
been suggested by Yassky, in-
cluding expanding the cur-
rent K–5 program at PS 8 
on Hicks Street into a K–8 
school.
 But the documents reveal 
that the School Construction 
Authority has only looked at 
two alternatives: PS 8 and 
the former police precinct 
on Poplar Street.
 And an internal SCA e-
mail dated Dec. 8 casts doubt 
on the depth of the agency’s 
analysis of a third site. In the 
e-mail, from Lorraine Grillo 
to Kenrick Ou, Grillo dis-
misses Yassky’s request that 
the agency consider a newly 
discovered alternative at 205 
Water St.
 “David Yassky referred 
this guy to me because he 
has property in Brooklyn 
on Water Street between 
Bridge and Jay,” the memo 

2006, Kotowitz was widely 
criticized — including by 
David Yassky and the anti-
Walentas DUMBO Neigh-
borhood Association — for 
tearing down the historic 
building that once stood at 
that site.
 Will Havemann, a spokes-
man for the Department of 
Education, said the agency 
is “doing its due diligence” 
at the 205 Water St. site, but 
added that “at this time, we 
still believe that the Dock 
Street project is the most 
cost-efficient proposal.”
 In other interesting news 
from the document dump:
 • The full extent of the 
Two Trees lobbying cam-
paign becomes a bit clearer. 
Several times over the past 
six months, Jed Walentas or 
Laura Bailyn wrote directly 
to School Construction Au-
thority officials to urge them 
to get on the same page as 
the company.
 On Nov. 24, for exam-
ple, Bailyn wrote to a vari-
ety of city officials to urge 
the School Construction Au-
thority to publicly repudiate 
Yassky’s call for a middle 
school at the PS 8 site.
 “The Department of Ed-
ucation and the SCA need 
to make clear to the com-
munity that Dock Street is 
the only site under consid-
eration … and only because 
of the Two Trees donation is 
there even the possibility of 
the school. … If this is not 
done, the PS8 or other alter-
native will gain currency.”
 A month later, a Two Trees 
lobbyist, Joni Yoswein, told 
Jed Walentas that she hoped 
the School Construction 
would “do the right thing 
and shut down this option 
publicly.”
 Walentas forwarded — 
most likely by accident — 
Yoswein’s e-mail to School 
Construction Authority Pres-
ident Sharon Greenberger, 
who wrote back, “We have 
said consistently that we sup-
port this project [and that] a 
K-8 addition at PS 8 is not 
feasible.”
 Then, later in the day, 
though, Greenberger sent 
an e-mail to a member of 
her staff that reflected her 
frustration with Two Trees’ 
demands.
 “How dare they state ‘the 
SCA should do the right 
thing,’” she wrote. “This 

is their project to carry, not 
ours.”
 The upshot of the mas-
sive document dump remains 
unclear, however. Walentas’s 
Dock Street project has been 
generating support during the 
public review process. It has 
already been approved by 
Community Board 2 and Bor-
ough President Markowitz, 
though his support was condi-
tioned on setting back the res-
idential portion of the build-
ing further from the Brooklyn 
Bridge.
 The City Planning Com-
mission is expected to ap-
prove the project, setting up 
a frenzied debate in the City 
Council.

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The long-delayed recre-
ation center at the Park Slope 
Armory won’t be fully run-
ning until September, but 
there will be some school and 
camp use before that, accord-
ing to representatives from 
the Prospect Park YMCA. 
 As The Brooklyn Paper re-
ported in February, the city 
and the Y have nearly come 
to terms on a contract that 
would allow for a soft open-
ing in May — just in time for 
the vast space on Eighth Av-
enue between 14th and 15th 
streets to be available for rec-
reation-starved schools at the 
tail end of the school year.
 “We have no gym — we 
use our courtyard,” said Cyn-
thia Holton, principal of PS 
107, which is excited about 
getting inside the building 
one block south.
 During the spring and sum-
mer, the Y will open the Ar-
mory to neighbors in order to 
drum up members, who will 
start paying to use the fitness 

Center will be open before school’s out

center in September.
 “We’re going to provide 
community access to give 
people a chance to use the 
facility,” said Prospect Park 
YMCA Executive Director 
Sean Andrews.
 The timing couldn’t come 
quick enough. In 2007, the 
city completed a $16-mil-
lion renovation of the vast 
114-year-old building, but 
it’s been unused since then. 
 It wasn’t until last March 
that the city chose the Y, 
whose main building is 

on Ninth Street, to operate 
the 15,000-square-foot rec 
center and it will only be in 
the coming weeks that the 
Bloomberg Administration 
formally hands over the keys 
to the castle. 
 “We want our Armory 
open,” said Nica Lalli, chair 
of the Community Board 6 
Parks and Recreation Com-
mittee, which heard a pre-
sentation from Andrews last 
Wednesday. “To have it sit 
empty for over a year is mad-
dening.”
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THE NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Learn NY and our grassroots coali-
tion of more than 50 community 
groups would like to thank the 
NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY EDU-
CATION COMMITTEE for holding 
informative and useful hearings on 
mayoral control. 

In 2002, your leadership provided 
the foundation for the Legislature’s 

courageous passage of mayoral 
control. Thanks to you, we have 

accountability in the school system 
for the first time and children in 
Brooklyn are getting a better edu-
cation. We are finally making pro-
gress. 

LEARN-NY ALSO THANKS THE GRASSROOTS COALITION COMMITTED TO PROVIDING NYC’S CHILDREN WITH A QUALITY EDUCATION 

 

COALITION MEMBERS: Abyssinian Baptist Church, Achievement First, ASPIRA, Audubon Partnership, Beginning with Children Foundation, Bronx Clergy Task Force, Caribbean Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Casita Maria Center for Arts and Education, Center for Charter School Excellence, Center for Educational Innovation – Public Education Asso-
ciation (CEI-PEA), Centro Civico Cultural Dominicano, Children for Children, Children’s Museum of Manhattan, City Year New York, Civic Builders, Common Good, Community Associa-
tion of Progressive Dominicans (ACDP), Computers for Youth, Council of African Imams, Crown Heights Youth Collective, East Harlem Tutorial Program, Explore Charter Schools, 
Fordham University, Ghetto Film School, Good Shepherd Services, Groundwork Inc., Harlem Children's Zone, Harlem RBI, “I Have A Dream” Foundation/“I Have A Dream” Foundation 
– NY Metro, IMPACT Coalition, Islamic Circle of North America, Juan Pablo Duarte Foundation, Learning Leaders, Lincoln Center Institute, Malcolm Shabaz Mosque, MOUSE, Muslim 
Center of New York, My Time Inc., Orthodox Union, Outward Bound of New York, Padres Abogando Por Los Ninos, Partnership for After School Education (PASE), Partnership with 
Children, Pastor Demetrius Carolina, Publicolor, Ridgewood Bushwick Youth Center, Turnaround, Uncommon Schools, United African Congress, Urban Assembly, Woodhaven Resi-
dents Block Association and Young Women's Leadership Network. PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS: Hispanic Federation, Asian American Federation, Black Equity Alliance 

 
JOIN PARENTS FROM ACROSS THE CITY AS WE WORK TO RENEW MAYORAL CONTROL.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 212.674.7770 OR VISIT US ONLINE AT LEARN-NY.ORG.  

LEARN NY BOARD: Geoffrey Canada, Sister Paulette 
LoMonaco, Rev. Dr. Calvin O. Butts & Rosanna Rosado 

Buying a home?
Give us a call.

The State of New York Mortgage Agency (SONYMA) can help 

you become a first-time homebuyer. SONYMA mortgages offer: 

est rates that are typically below  

     market;

     loan amount);

1-800-382-HOME (4663)
For more information, call

or visit www.nyhomes.org THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME

Scott Stamford, as he led a Brooklyn Paper reporter on 
a fact-finding mission. “And this ornamental crabapple 
tree — it’s one of the most beautiful trees here, and it’s 
nowhere near where it should be at this time of year.”

Continued from page 1

TREES…

 Stamford said that even 
a few buds don’t necessar-
ily mean that his trees will 
recover.
 “A dying tree will show 
some activity — it’s a slow 
process sometimes — so ev-
ery season we may see fewer 
and fewer signs of life,” he 
said.
 Less-resilient bushes and 
shrubbery were hit especially 
hard.
 “The wisteria is done for,” 
said Andariese, gesturing to 
the shriveled brown vines 
that are supposed to pro-
duce purple blossoms. She 
also pointed out the sad look-
ing brown bushes at her feet 
that are usually green by this 
time of year. 
 And if the damage is per-
manent?
 “Well, the lawyers will 
have to figure that out,” said 
Stamford.
 Mark Thompson, owner of 
the neighboring Brooklyn Ice 
Cream Factory strolled by as 
Stamford and Andariese were 
inspecting the greenery.
 “Imagine if the ‘Water-
falls’ were put on the Poto-
mac in Washington instead, 
and they ruined the cherry 
blossoms,” Thompson said. 
“People would be furious. It’s 
the same thing here. People 
in Brooklyn look forward to 
seeing these trees in bloom 
every year, and they are go-
ing to be disappointed if that 
doesn’t happen.”

Randy Peers, the chairman of Community Board 7 who 
is supporting Brad Lander in the now–six-man race to 
succeed Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D–Park Slope).
 In the wake of the scandal, Josh Skaller, a rival for 
the Windsor Terrace and Park Slope seat, called for the 
city to release paperwork about DiBrienza’s non-profit.
 Last week, the Department of Youth and Cultural De-
velopment made the paperwork available to The Brook-
lyn Paper. The documents did not explain exactly what 
DiBrienza’s group did with the city money, and at least 
one site visit suggested that the non-profit didn’t keep 
very good records.
 “Overall, the services [delivered] could have been bet-
ter defined,” said the June 3, 2008 audit, which called for 
“a better description and quantification” by DiBrienza’s 
group.
 “Services are being provided,” the audit continued, 
“but not reflected adequately … to be compared with 
compliance.”

Continued from page 1

SCANDAL
Former City Councilman Steve DiBrienza is no 
longer seeking his old job.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The Brooklyn Philharmonic 
might want to consider playing 
a funeral march — the cash-
strapped orchestra just cut the 
remainder of its 2009 season, 
and laid off four workers, due 
to a lack of funding.
 Money is so tight that the 
borough’s acclaimed sym-
phony has canceled its final 
two orchestra performances 
scheduled for the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music on May 9, 
a story that was first reported 
by New York Press.
 Nearly 85 percent of the 
classical ensemble’s funding 
comes from donations from 
foundations, corporations, 
government officials and in-
dividual contributors — but 

the economic downturn has re-
sulted in funding that’s down 
almost 30 percent, Executive 
Director Greg Pierson told The 
Brooklyn Paper.
 “We are taking every ef-
fort in order to increase and 
strengthen our fundraising ef-
forts to assure that the Brook-
lyn Philharmonic’s programs 
continue,” Pierson said.
 In order to save cash, the 
orchestra has nixed a mati-
nee rendition of “A Mouse, a 
Wolf, and a Boy Named Peter,” 
and a performance of “Russian 
Tales” that was scheduled to 
include world premiere cho-
reography for Stravinsky’s “A 
Soldier’s Tale.”
 To further cut costs, the or-
chestra has laid off four non-
musicians, Pierson said.

 The news might sound like 
Beethoven’s “Moonlight So-
nata” (that’s one of the great 
composer’s saddest pieces, by 
the way), but Pierson prom-
ises that the orchestra will re-
turn for a 56th season.
 “The Brooklyn Philharmonic 
plans to continue community 
concerts next season, includ-
ing those at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum, Brooklyn Public Library, 
and other venues throughout the 
borough,” he said. 
  The budgetary woes won’t 
stand in the way of an April 19 
solo performance by Brook-
lyn Philharmonic Concert-
master Deborah Buck at the 
Brooklyn Museum, nor will 
it cancel the symphony’s ed-
ucation and community pro-
grams, Pierson said.

Lacking funding, orchestra cancels shows, lays off staff

Conductor Michael Christie has led the Brooklyn Philharmonic for three 
years. Now, budget cuts have curtailed his season.

Witnesses look upstate for land
By Evan Gardner
The Brooklyn Paper

 First came the sell-off, next comes 
the big move.
 After five years of selling off 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
real-estate holdings in Brooklyn 
Heights and DUMBO, the Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses have finally bought 
something big: 248 acres upstate.
 The Promised Land (for Wit-
nesses, at least) has a name: Ra-
mapo, NY. 
 Last month, the sect, officially 
known as the Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society and best known to the 
outside world for its Bible publish-
ing and door-to-door proselytizing, 
bought the Ramapo tract, the third 
and largest acquisition in upstate 
New York in as many years.
 The $11.5-million site will some-
day house more than half of the 
organization’s 1,500-person ad-

have a lucrative residential zoning 
— in DUMBO.
 The group is respected among 
real estate dealers for its business 
acumen, the excellent condition in 
which it maintains its properties, 
and a history of keeping its cards 
very close to its chest.
 “It appears that they will eventu-
ally transfer most of their operations 
upstate,” said broker Chris Havens. 
“The real bellwether will be those two 
lots in DUMBO. If they don’t build 
anything there, it could indicate that 
they plan to move out eventually.”
 For now, though, the remainder 
of the Watchtower Society’s Brook-
lyn properties appears to be stay-
ing off the market, what with the 
New York real-estate market ex-
periencing its own Armageddon.
 “We have no plans to sell any 
future properties [in Brooklyn],” 
said Devine.

deal last year.
 The Witnesses still hold a dozen 
or more properties in the area, in-
cluding four large office buildings 
and two large parking lots — which 

more than four years, the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have been undertaking 
a sell-off of Biblical proportions, 
including:
 • 360 Furman St., a 14-story build-
ing which sold in 2004 for $205 mil-
lion and is currently being redevel-
oped as the all-luxury, waterfront 
One Brooklyn Bridge Park.
 • 67 Livingston St., a 26-story 
tower which went for $18.6 million 
in 2006. 
 • 89 Hicks St., which was sold to 
the Brooklyn Law School in 2006 
for $14 million.
 • 169 Columbia Heights, also 
known as the Standish Arms, a 
swanky 12-story building which 
was sold for $50 million in 2007.
 • The crown jewel of the Wit-
nesses’ real-estate holdings — the 
Bossert Hotel on Montague Street 
— remains on the block after a re-
ported buyer backed away from the 

ministrative staff, which is cur-
rently headquartered in Brooklyn 
Heights and DUMBO, according 
to a spokesman.
 All along, the Watchtower had 
maintained that its core headquar-
ters would remain in Brooklyn, but 
the personnel shift seems to indi-
cate otherwise.
 “We would like to build a live-
work complex for about 850 people” 
upstate, said Richard Devine. “Right 
now, the land is zoned for residential 
uses, so we have made a proposal to 
the town to re-zone it. [Construction] 
is several years in the future.”
 Until now, the Watchtower Soci-
ety’s residential and publishing fa-
cilities in Brooklyn have remained 
separate. Combining both facilities at 
one upstate site would create a large, 
centralized religious compound.
 Whenever the move happens, it 
will not have been unexpected. For 

Brooklyn-based Watchtower Society buys 248 acres in Ramapo, NY

The Bossert Hotel in Brook-
lyn Heights is on the market.



By the GO Brooklyn team
The Brooklyn Paper

he Metrotech complex in Downtown 
Brooklyn is a bit quiet for a place where 
thousands of people work and study.

 But the good news is that just a few steps 
in any direction from the verdant idyll at 
the heart of the office park is a hustle and 
bustle worthy of an urban downtown.
 GO Brooklyn’s award-winning reporters, 
happily ensconced in their new Metrotech 
offices (see star on map), started explor-
ing the neighborhood from the moment 
they got there. Here is their report:

1.
 If you’re like us, you spend most of your 
lunch hour looking for a cheap sandwich. 
There are plenty of options, but only one 
champion: Zam’s. Starting at 6 am, lines 
form for the pressed egg-on-toast sandwich 
(just $2.50!), and the frenzy doesn’t quiet 
down much through lunch.
  “I love the hot roast beef sandwich,” 
said Jaou Mana, a regular. “I’m so happy 
with it, I never get anything else.” 
 Zam’s [415 Fulton St. between Pearl 
and Adams Streets, (718) 246-2599].

2. 
 Since it opened in July, the Theatre De-
velopment Fund’s half-priced Broadway 
and Off-Broadway booth has been a god-
send for culture-starved 
Brooklynites.
 The booth offers same-
day toofers for the biggest 
shows on Broadway
 TKTS (at Jay Street 
and the Myrtle Avenue 
promenade) is open 
Tues day through Satur-
day, 11 am to 6 pm. For 
info, visit www.tdf.org/
TKTS.

3. 
 In many ways, Mor-
ton’s is a perfect fit for 
Metrotech — a bit an-
tiseptic and welcoming 
in a Midwestern sort of 
way. But look deeper 
and celebrate the single 
best happy hour deal in 
all of Brooklyn: During 
the “Power Hour” — 5 
to 6:30 pm and 9:30 to 11 
pm, every night — there are drink spe-
cials and three mini-cheeseburgers for $6. 
Enough said.
 Morton’s the Steakhouse [339 Adams 
St., between Willoughby and Johnson 
streets, (718) 596-2700].

4. 
 On weekends, the 9 am and noon ser-
vices at the Brooklyn Tabernacle are a hot 
ticket, thanks to a Grammy-Award-winning 
chamber choir that belts out the Gospel.
 The 10,000-member congregation is 
one of the most diverse in Brooklyn.
 Brooklyn Tabernacle [17 Smith St. 
between Fulton and Livingston Streets, 
(718) 290-2000].

5. 
 Surrounded by Brooklyn’s largest veg-
etable-free zone, Downtown Natural Mar-

ket is a welcome oasis of natural herbs, de-
toxifying tonics and vitamins. And while 
you’re browsing the aisles for your B-12, 
you might also come upon a shelf groan-
ing with “sensual boosters.”
 “Ask your doctor,” the sign reads — 
except the word “doctor” is crossed out 
and replaced with the word “wife.”
 When asked about the sign, manager 
Amit Patel said that such sales are a mi-
nor part of his 25-year-old business.
 “You know what keeps us running?” Pa-
tel said. “A huge Caribbean crowd. They’re 
very much into herbs and teas.”
 Downtown Natural Market [51 Wil-
loughby St., between Jay and Lawrence 
streets, (718) 834-1215].

6. 
 Amid the many fast-stop shops that 
line Willoughby Street is a genuine local 

pub, Kevin Barry’s. But this is no night-
time hotspot. It’s a bar that does its busi-
ness with a hard-drinking lunchtime crowd 
(thanks to the $1 off your lunch bill for each 
beer you order). The pastrami sandwich is 
a miss, but the burgers are good. 
 Kevin Barry’s [56 Willoughby St., be-
tween Jay and Lawrence streets, (718) 
488-8901].

7. 
 Do you love President Obama? Then 
we have a poster shop for you. Dozens of 
framed prints and artworks depicting the 
new president — plus other prints fea-
turing prior heroes including John Col-
trane, Muhammad Ali, Bob Marley and 
Josephine Baker — line the walls of the 
Faith Art Gallery.
 It’s also the nearest place to get some-
thing framed professionally.
 Faith Art Gallery [395 Jay St., at Wil-
loughby Street, (718) 596-4659].

8. 
 The place is nothing to look at, but one 
sniff upon entering Justin’s Island Cui-
sine will tell you that you’re not in Kan-
sas anymore.
 Owner Sandy Boodram has been in busi-
ness for 20 years — largely on the strength 
of her curries, roti and jerk chicken ($8 
during lunch hour).
 Justin’s Island Cuisine [144 Lawrence 
St., between Willoughby and Fulton 
streets, (718) 625-9190].
 
9. 
 Don’t look for a name over the awning 
of the fish store on Willoughby Street. 

And don’t look for any decor, either. But 
that doesn’t mean you can’t get a great 
fresh fried fish sandwich. Owner Chang 
Rae Choi has been serving them up for 
nearly 50 years, and there’s always a line 
for the three large pieces of fried whiting 
on wheat bread ($3.75).
 Fish shop (70 Willoughby St., between 
Bridge and Jay streets). No phone.

10. 
 On sunny days, the Fulton Mall is lined 
with music vendors hawking mixtapes 
loaded with R ’n’ B classics, soul music 
jams, and gospel standbys
 “Every CD has a theme and the tracks 
match the theme — they compliment each 
other,” said Rev. James McCombs, who 
sets up a CD table on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days.
 Rev. James McCombs’s music table 
(Fulton Street between Jay and Lawrence 
streets), every Tuesday and Thursday.

11. 
 The exhibits at the New York City Tran-
sit Museum change on a quarterly basis (too 
bad, because “Steel, Stone and Backbone,” 
about the building of the subway system, 
is great), but the real attraction of this for-
mer subway station are the antique trains on 
the platform level. Choose your favorite old 
turnstile and head downstairs where you can 
“ride” on most of the long-gone trains from 
your long-gone youth. And the best part is, 
the cars are in pristine condition, right down 
to the period advertising.
 New York City Transit Museum [cor-
ner of Boerum Place and Schermerhorn 
Street, (718) 694-1600]. Closed Monday.
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The Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings April 4, 2009(718) 260-2500

 Consider the humble trombone. Long the bane 
of “serious” classical musicians, shunted out to 
the side by jazz ensembles and almost always 
ridiculed in teen angst movies, trombones have 
an unfair reputation as a comic trope.
 But trombones also have a proud history. 
Bach and Handel were fans, and Mozart was 

known to pull out the 
horn when he wanted 
to go funereal.
 Now, starting on Sat-
urday, the trombone will 
regain its lofty position 
during a month-long fes-
tival at the Ibeam Music 
Studio in Gowanus.
 “We’re not doing this 

because the trombone is some kind of maligned 
instrument,” said Brian Drye (pictured), an or-
ganizer (and trombonist, of course!). “Actually, 
in New York City, trombones are huge. Many 
bands have trombones front and center.”
 One of the bands performing will be the all-
trombone quartet Water Surgeons (April 4).
 “We’re able to create a very broad range of 
timbres,” says Josh Roseman, a trombonist (obvi-
ously!). “The music ranges from deconstructions 
of works by Chopin to odd-meter punk rock.”
 Trombone Festival, every Saturday, April 
4–25, at 8 pm at Ibeam Music Studio [168 Sev-
enth St., between Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (646) 456-6532] Cover, $10. For info 
visit www.ibeambrooklyn.com.
 — Heather Holland

 New Jersey’s best indie-rock band is actu-
ally a product of Brooklyn.
 The Wrens have been churning out heart-
wrenching guitar rock about Secaucus and the 
Meadowlands for the past 20 years — but don’t 
tell the group’s fan base in the Garden State, 
but the band’s front 
man lives in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant.
 Lead singer 
Charles Bissell has 
been a Brooklynite 
for three years, and 
the 45-year-old rocker claims he leads a quotid-
ian outer-borough life.
 “I’m that guy pushing a stroller around the 
neighborhood,” said Bissell, whose quartet will 
perform at the Bell House on April 10.
 That might come as a surprise to longtime 
fans of the seminal indie rockers, who recorded 
every note of their brooding — yet catchy — 
2003 masterpiece “The Meadowlands” in the 
dining room of their one-time communal New 
Jersey home.
 They’ll play the album, plus the three (yes, 
three) songs they’ve recorded since 2003, at 
the concert. 
 The Wrens at the Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643-
6510], April 10, 8 pm. Tickets, $14. www.the-
bellhouseny.com. — Ben Muessig

 This Passover is one for the celestial record 
books — religious Jews say it’s only the third time 
in history (that’s 5,769 years according to the Jew-
ish calendar) that the holiday begins at the same 
time that the sun is in the exact position it occupied 

when it was created by 
God (not his real name).  
To mark this rare event, 
rabbis from Congrega-
tion B’nai Avraham in 
Brooklyn Heights will 
lead a special “sun bless-
ing” at Borough Hall.
 Rabbi Simcha 
Weinstein from the 

Remsen Street orthodox synagogue sees the 
overlapping with Passover as more than a co-
incidence. 
 “The world is in turmoil and darkness. We 
all feel it, we’re one stop from Wall Street,” 
Weinstein told The Brooklyn Paper. However, 
“I feel like there’s light at the end of tunnel.” 
 Light, perhaps, but nothing having anything 
to do with the supposed Creation of the sun, 
planets and the universe. The light on Wednes-
day morning will merely be the sun coming 
over the horizon, said one noted astronomer.
 “There’s nothing of significance on that day,” 
said Dr. Greg Matloff, an astrophysicist at City 
Tech in Downtown Brooklyn.
 Birkat Hachamah, steps of Borough Hall 
[209 Joralemon St. between Court and Adams 
streets in Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 596-4840], 
April 8, 8:45 am.  — Mike McLaughlin

Seeing the soul under Metrotech’s corporate skin

1

Campus life: (Clockwise from top left) The Metrotech complex might be quiet, but 
there’s plenty of life around. Kevin Barry’s bartender Bridgette serves up a brew. 
Mini-cheeseburgers at Morton’s. Obamas for your wall at the Faith Art Gallery. 
Chang Rae Choi’s fresh fried fish sandwich. The selection at Natural Market.
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Restaurant & UnderWater Lounge

66 Water Street in DUMBO
718-625-9352

www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

THIS WEEK ON WATER STREET...

MONDAY 
TRIPLEHEADER!

MONDAY APRIL 6TH
1pm - Mets vs. Reds - OPENING DAY!

4pm - Yankees vs Orioles - OPENING DAY!
9pm - NCAA National Championship

Watch on our 8-foot Jumbotron screens!

4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 45th Sts.) (718) 438-2009

Private dining room for parties

Dominican Cuisine

JUST THE RIGHT FOOD
...at just the right price

Broiled Pork Chops
Served with fried green
plantain chips and salad

$10.45

FRESH

Happy Passover

VISIT OUR EXPANDED

PASSOVER
SECTION

We have (or will get you)

everything you need for
your Seder Table.

“We’re not just Matzo”

Pick Quick Key Food
5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St.

* Plenty of Free Parking *

FREE Apple Diagnostic!

www.BrooklynFrameWorks.com

FRAMING / GALLERY

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn

(718) 243-0844

We Appreciate Your Business!
OVER 30 YEARS  

IN BUSINESS

Featuring Home Delivery 
within Brooklyn

®

BBQ GRILLS
Pre-season 

SALE!
Save 10% 

on all  
Weber Grills
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SAT, APRIL 4

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
 Join vol-

unteers to spruce up Prospect Park. 
Free. 10 am-2 pm. Tennis House 
[Enter park at Ninth Street and Pros-
pect Park West in Prospect Park, (718) 
965-8960], www.prospectpark.org. 

 Free. Noon. Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287-3400], www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

 Beverly Cumbo 
leads. $13 ($8 students and seniors). 
1-3 pm. Meet at Fulton Street and 
Greene Avenue, (718) 788-8500 ext. 
217, www.thecue.org. 

 Led 
by Big Onion Walking Tours. $15 
($12 students and seniors). 1 pm. 
Meet at the BAM sign [Lafayette and 
Flatbush avenues in Fort Greene, 
(212) 439-1090], www.bigonion.com. 

 Meet birds and 
other wildlife, guided by a naturalist. 
Free. 3-4 pm. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center (see venue info above).

PERFORMANCE
 Randy 

Weston Trio performs and profes-
sor Robin Kelley leads a discussion 
of Brooklyn jazz history. Part of the 
Central Brooklyn Jazz Festival. Free. 
1 pm. Gershwin Theater at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Bedford Ave. at Av-
enue H in Flatbush, (718) 951-5655], 
www.bcisam.org. 

 Eliza-
beth Streb’s high-flying dance 
troupe. $20 ($10 kids). 3 and 7 pm,  
Streb Lab for Action Mechanics [51 
N. First St. between Wythe and Kent 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 384-
6491], www.streb.org. 

 $10. 5:30 
pm. Belarusian Church [401 Atlantic 
Ave. at Bond Street in Boerum Hill], 

24:7”: A multi-
media exploration of today’s hyper-
caffeinated media world. $10-$18. 8 
pm. Brick Theater [575 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907-6189], www.boneor-
chard.org. 

 
New comedy by BrooklynONEthe-
ater. $7. 8 pm. St. John’s Episcopal 
Church [9818 Fort Hamilton Pkwy. at 
Marine Avenue in Bay Ridge], www.
brooklynone.org. 

 Free. 
8 pm. Open Source Gallery [255 
17th St. between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, (646) 279-3960], 
open-source-gallery.org. 

 Works by 
Haydn, Beethoven, Schwendinger 
and Dvorak. $40 ($35 seniors, $20 
students). 8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street at 
the East River in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

 Gentile/Romano Duo and 
the Anat Cohen/Howard Alden 
Quartet. $10. 8 pm. Belarusian 
Church [401 Atlantic Ave. at Bond 
Street in Boerum Hill], www.
connectionworks.org. 

 Sonny Fortune Quartet. $15-$25. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Conservatory of Music 
[58 Seventh Ave. between St. Johns 
and Lincoln places in Park Slope, (718) 
622-3300], www.bqcm.org. 

DANCE, LEANNE SCHMIDT AND 
 $15 ($10 students). 8 

pm. Triskelion Arts [118 N. 11th St. 
between Berry and Wythe streets, 
third floor in Williamsburg, (480) 296-
8391], www.leanneschmidt.com. 

 
$10. 8 pm-midnight. Brooklyn Art-
ists Gym [168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues, third 
floor in Gowanus, (718) 858-9069], 
www.brooklynartistsgym.com. 

 Work 
by new choreographers. $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange [421 Fifth 
Ave. at Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-0018], www.bax.org. 

 Ryan Snow’s 
“Pull” (8 pm), Josh Roseman’s Water 
Surgeons (9 pm), and Matthias Mül-
ler/Christian Marien Duo (10 pm). 
$10. 8 pm. IBeam Music Studio [168 
Seventh St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Gowanus], ibeam-
brooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “SHAKESPEARE IN HOL
 Comedy. $15 ($13 

children and seniors). 8 pm. Heights 
Players [26 Willow Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237-2752], www.
heightsplayers.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 Free. 

11 am-6 pm. [76 Front St. at Wash-
ington Street in DUMBO], www.
brooklynflea.com. 

OTHER

 Discussion led 
by Urban Park Rangers. Free. 1 pm. 
Fort Greene Park Visitor Center 
[Enter park at Myrtle Avenue and 
Washington Park in Fort Greene, 

 By 
Lola Cooper. $20. 7 pm. Jalopy [315 
Columbia St. at Woodhull Street in 
Columbia Street Waterfront, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

 Works by 
Copland, Britten and Mahler. $15 
($8 students and seniors). 7:30 pm. 
Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims [75 
Hicks St. in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
622-3300 ext. 10], www.bqcm.org. 

 Baroque 
opera staged by the Wooster 
Group. $47.50-$62.50. 8 pm. St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [38 Water St. at 
Dock Street in DUMBO, (718) 254-
8779], www.stannswarehouse.org. 

www.connectionworks.org. 

 Includes live music, 
gallery talks, hands-on art, dance 
party and more, Free. 6 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

ROY HAYNES CONCERT WITH AMIRI 
 

Part of the Central Brooklyn Jazz 
Festival. $20-$40 ($10 students). 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Tech Auditorium 
[S. Elliot Place, between Dekalb and 
Lafayette avenues in Fort Greene, 
(718) 569-1896], www.cbjcjazz.org. 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
April 4

Greene tour
Join Beverly Cumbo, 
Fort Greene’s pre-
eminent tour guide 
(and sister of Laurie 
Cumbo, Brooklyn’s 
legendary African art 
expert), for a walk-
and-talk around Fort 
Greene Park, Walt 
Whitman’s favorite 
grassy knoll. The 
tour will also wend 
through parts of 
greater Fort Greene, 
including MoCADA 
and a historic 
church.

1 pm. Walking tour of 
Fort Greene. Meet at 
Cuyler Gore Park [corner 
of Fulton St. and Greene 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 774-1970]. $13.

SUNDAY
April 5

Coney 
history
Astroland is long 
gone, but some fun 
continues at Coney 
Island, starting today 
with the official open-
ing of the Cyclone, an 
open house at the 
Coney Island History 
Project, and the first 
rides of the season 
on Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel.

11 am, Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel (Boardwalk at 
West 12th Street); noon, 
Cyclone [834 Surf Ave. at 
West 10th Street] and 
Coney Island History 
Project [824 Surf Ave. at 
West 10th Street, (718) 
265-2100].

MONDAY
April 6

Curds?  
No whey!
Face it: the wine-and-
cheese combo is 
starting to seem a little 
— well, cheesy. So 
how about spritzing 
up your cultured whey 
with some suds, 
courtesy of Smutty-
nose Brewery? The 
New Hampshire 
micro brewery will pair 
four select ales with 
an assortment of 
cheese for a combo 
that’s sure to create a 
new cliche: the beer-
and-cheese party.

6 pm. Flight Club. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and 
Third avenues in 
Go wanus, (718) 643-
6510]. $10 for a four beer 
and cheese “flight.”

TUESDAY
April 7

City kid
Nelson George grew 
up in the crime-ridden 
projects of Browns-
ville in the 1960s and 
’70s and went on to 
become a widely 
respected writer and 
critic of African-Ameri-
can culture. Tonight, 
George will read from 
his new memoir (which 
has stories about his 
collaborations with 
Spike Lee, Russell Sim-
mons and Chris Rock). 
Sounds fun.

7 pm. “City Kid” reading. 
Barnes & Noble [106 
Court St. between Scher-
merhorn and State streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
246-4996]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
April 8

Out of Egypt
Passover has got it all 
— songs, family, 
plagues, and the 
always-entertaining 
(and sometimes vio-
lent) hunt for the 
Afikomen. Whether 
you’ve been dining 
reclined for years, or 
are barely old enough 
to ask the Four Ques-
tions, Congregation 
B’nai Avraham’s com-
munity Seder is guar-
anteed to have so 
much gefilte fish that 
you’ll be saying 
“dayeinu, already!”

8 pm. Seder. Congrega-
tion B’nai Avraham [117 
Remsen St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
596-4848]. $50, $25 for 
students and seniors.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10

SAT, APRIL 4
 Reps. Ed 

Towns and Yvette Clarke speak 
about the stimulus package. State 
Sen. Eric Adams will be there, too! 
Free. 9:30 am-12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place, (202) 225-
5936], www.house.gov/towns.

 
Share memories about the late jour-
nalist and blogger. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. at Presi-
dent Street in Park Slope, (718) 857-
4816], www.brooklynlyceum.com.

MON, APRIL 6
 

 Free. 7 pm. Fort Hamil  
ton HS [8301 Shore Rd, at 83rd 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 351-1062 

x12]. 

 
Monthly meeting. On the agenda: 
cars parked on sidewalks and pre-
liminary designs for the reconstruc-
tion of the Fourth Avenue Bridge 
over the Belt Parkway. 7 pm. 
Community Board 10 District Office 
[8119 Fifth Ave. between 81st and 
82nd streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 745-
6827], www.bkcb10.org. 

TUES, APRIL 7
 Monthly full 

board meeting. 6 pm. ARTNY [138 
S. Oxford St. at Hanson Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 596-5410]. 

 Monthly 
meeting. 7 pm. Bishop Mugavero 
Center [155 Dean St at Hoyt Street 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 928-2425]. 

 Monthly meet-
ing. On the agenda: discussion 
about removal of some garbage 
cans. 7 pm. Community Board 10 
office [8119 Fifth Ave. between 81st 
and 82nd streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745-6827], www.bkcb10.org. 

WED, APRIL 8

 Monthly 
meeting. On the agenda: Shenani-
gan’s bar. 7 pm. Community Board 
10 office [8119 Fifth Ave. between 
81st and 82nd streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 745-6827], www.bkcb10.org. 

 
Monthly meeting. 30 Montrose 
Avenue [between Union Avenue 
and Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963-5309].
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Celebrate Easter
with us at

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Insalata Organica
Organic salad with balsalmic vinaigrette  

& extra virgin olive oil

Mozzarella Fresca
Fresh mozzarella with pepper & tomatoes

Cocktail di Gamberi
Chilled shrimp cocktail  

Additional $4.95

Escarole & Beans Soup

Lobster Bisque
Lobster with a touch of cream and brandy

 Penne al Pomodoro e Basilico
Penne with fresh tomato & basil

Napoleon Di Verdura Grigliate
Grilled vegetables

Traditional Hot Antipasto
Shrimp, baked clams, stuffed mushrooms,  

mozzarella in Carozza & eggplant rollatini

Portobello con Polenta
Portobello mushrooms sauteed  

& served with polenta

Capelli d’ Angelo e Gamberi
Angel hair with shrimp & asparagus in pink sauce

Risotto con Salmone Affumicato
Risotto with smoked salmon

Lasagna Vegetariana
Vegetable lasagna

Agnello Pasqualina
Spring baby lamb, seasoned with rosemary & 

herbs, served with red bliss potatoes

Salmone All’Erbe
Salmon topped with breadcrumbs & herbs

Filet Sole BonFemme
Filet of sole sautéed in a lemon  

& white wine sauce

Petto di Pollo Principessa
Chicken breast sauteed & topped with aspara-

gus, mozzarella & tomato

Vitello Marsala
Veal scaloppini topped with mushrooms in a 

marsala sauce.

Bistecca Alla Griglia
Grilled sirloin steak ... Additional $5.95

Pastiera di Grano
Traditional grain pastry

Italian Cannoli
Semifreddo di Pesca

Chilled peach sponge cake 

Homemade Italian Cheesecake

Espresso
Additional $1.00

Cappuccino
Additional $1.50

CHOICE OF APPETIZERS

CHOICE OF DESSERTS

Call for Reservations (718) 852-5015
345 Court Street at Union St. in Carroll Gardens

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

Featuring $35.95 Prix Fixe Dinner*

CHOICE OF ENTRÉES

COFFEE OR TEA

*Children under 12: $18.95
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JAPANESE CHAMBER OF  

COMMERCE AND 

INDUSTRY  

OF NEW YORK, INC

MAJOR SUPPORT PROVIDED BY

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail  
Newsroom@BrooklynPaper.com.

 Nagisa Oshima’s 1960 film, “Cruel Story of Youth,” 
will be shown on Friday, April 10 at BAM.
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 211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President)
Park Slope  (718) 636-9463  www.redwhiteandbubbly.com

Open Mon–Sat: 10am–10pm, Sun: 12pm–8pm  

Finally...
A wine store that  
even pairs wines  
with gelfilte fish.

Happy 
Passover!

By Aisha Gawad
for The Brooklyn Paper

ydia Denworth was just another 
Park Slope mom, journalist and 
civic leader when she got hold 

of a story — the pernicious history 
of lead and decades of failure to fix 
the toxic nightmare — that wouldn’t 
let go.
 But as Faulk-
ner famously 
wrote, the past 
isn’t dead, it’s 
not even past — 
especially where 
lead poisoning is 
concerned. Last 
week, for exam-
ple, Nordstrom 
had to send back 
30,000 lead-tainted girls’ shoes back 
to China, a chilling reminder of the 
lead paint scare that ravaged Mattel 
— and its customers — in 2007.
 Not a bad week to be selling a 
book called, “Toxic Truth: A Sci-
entist, a Doctor, and the Battle Over 
Lead.”
 “Sad to say, but lead is creep-
ing back into things kids can get 

a hold of, and it’s alarming,” Den-
worth said. 
 Worse, she said, lead is still hid-
ing in plain site in our own homes, 
especially those built before the ban 
on lead-based paint in 1970. As Den-
worth is quick to remind, your kid 
is often just one thin layer of water-
based paint away from contact with 

the lead paints 
of the past.
 “Brooklyn is 
a lead belt,” said 
Denworth, who 
has written for 
Newsweek and 
People, and was 
the president of 
the Park Slope 
Civic Council 
before leaving 

to write her book. “I guarantee you 
that only new construction in Park 
Slope doesn’t have lead.
 “How many fewer children would 
be affected today if we only had to 
worry about [lead in] houses built 
before 1920 instead of all houses 
built before 1970?” she asked.
 Conveniently enough, her book 
has the answer.

 “Toxic Truth” centers on a doc-
tor and a scientist who fought to 
expose one of the biggest public 
health crises of the 20th century 
— all along flummoxed by gov-
ernment officials who knew lead 
was poisonous decades but balked 
at banning it.
 As a mother of three, she imme-
diately saw the doctor, Herb Needle-
man, as a hero worthy of a book-

length treatment.
 “When I first heard about 
him, I was a new mom, and it out-
raged me that no one listened to 
him,” she said. “I was naïve and a 
little simplistic in my thinking, but 
I was still right to be outraged.
 “People knew lead was bad way 
back to 1904, but it’s outrageous 
that it took [until the 1970s] to get 
it banned!” she added. 

Park Slope mom writes 
book, juggles it all

 
 Denworth will be reading from 
“Toxic Truth” at the Park Slope 
Barnes and Noble [267 Seventh 
Ave., (718) 832-9066] on Saturday, 
April 4 at 2 pm. She will also read at 
Union Hall [702 Union St., between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues, (718) 638-
4400] on Sunday, April 12 at 5 pm.

Author Fourth book Brooklyn Paper assessment

Ernest “To Have and 
Have Not”

Hemingway was said to have hated the 
book and only wrote it out of contractual 
obligation.

“Coming up for 
Air”

The novel directly before “Animal Farm” and 
“1984.” ’Nuff said.

Ayn Rand “The 
Fountainhead”

It could be her best book — but if you say so 
at a cocktail party, you’ll go home alone.

Ivan “First Love” A bit sentimental, don’t you think?

Joseph 
Heller

“God Knows” Underappreciated hilarious novel about King 
David.

Jonathan 
Safran Foer

Has not written 
his fourth novel 
yet.

He will, dammit, and it’s going to be the 
best thing, because everything he writes is 
perfect.

News that St. Francis College has created a prestigious award for a writer’s 
fourth novel made us wonder if some of the world’s best authors could 
have won it. Here’s how some of the greats shaped up:  — Dustin Seplow

Is the fourth the charm?

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

or some novelists, the 
fourth time’s the charm.
     That’ll certainly be true 

for the fourth-time writer who 
wins a $50,000 prize now be-
ing offered by St. Francis Col-
lege in Brooklyn Heights.
 A panel of literary stars 
including Michael Chabon 
(whose fourth book, “Were-
wolves in their Youth,” was 
critically eclipsed by his fifth, 
“The Amazing Adventures of 
Kavalier and Clay”); Jonathan 
Lethem (whose fifth published 
novel, “Motherless Brooklyn,” 
earned him wide praise); and 
husband-and-wife book-world 
hotshots Ben Marcus and Heidi 
Julavits (each of whom have 
published only three novels) 
will scan the submissions and 
select the best fourth novel or 
collection of stories in July.
 Organizers say they didn’t 
decide to honor the fourth work 
because it’s necessarily the best 
— but because four-timers of-
ten need the most help.
 “There are so many prizes 
for first novels and so many 
end-of-life achievement 
awards, but the time after 
the third book and before the 

fourth is a critical moment for 
a writer,” said Associate Eng-
lish Professor Ian Maloney.
 “If you get accepted into 
a publishing house, it’s typi-
cal to get a three-book con-
tract — when that ends a lot 
of writers have to decide if 
they want to keep going or go 
back to another job or teach,” 
he added.
 One writer who could have 
used some fourth book help 
— though perhaps not the 
cash — is Harry Potter au-
thor J.K. Rowling, who said 
that her fourth Harry Potter 
book — “The Goblet of Fire,” 
of course — was the most 
difficult to write.
 “I wrote what I thought was 
half the book, and ‘Ack! Huge 
gaping hole in the middle of 
the plot,’” she told Entertain-
ment Weekly in 2000.
 Other acclaimed writers, 
like “Invisible Man” author 
Ralph Ellison and “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” author Harper 
Lee, never even made it to 
number four.
 Yet for a handful of scribes, 
four is a magic number.
 William Faulkner’s fourth 
novel, “The Sound and the 
Fury,” is his most famous — 
and Salman Rushdie’s famed 

fourth book, “The Satanic 
Verses,” was so good that 
the Ayatollah ordered him 
killed.
 Book experts say that St. 
Francis College’s decision to 
honor a fourth work of fic-
tion with cash, a reading at 
the Remsen Street college, 
and the chance to lead a short 
fiction workshop, isn’t an act 
of literary numerology.
 “It’s silly to think that 
there’s some magic about 
number four,” said Michael 
Strong, an agent at Regal Lit-
erary. “Whoever made that de-
cision to honor a fourth-time 
writer must have been thinking 
that the school doesn’t want to 
launch a star or find somebody 
new, but rather reward profes-
sionalism and filter out peo-
ple who haven’t been at it for 
a long time.”
 Limitingthe contest in this 
way will ease the burden on 
the judges, according to orga-
nizers. “What’s great about 
the selection is they are not 
going to be deluged by every 
first novelist in the country — 
it’s going to be a very selec-
tive group,” Maloney said.
 For information, visit 
www.stfranciscollege.edu/
literaryprize.

Heights college offers prize 
for the novel after the third

Metalhead: Park Sloper Lydia Den-
worth’s book about the dangers of 
lead is a page turner.

 You partied for Coney Island on Tues-
day, so now it’s time to shake your Co-
ney-maker once more.
 The legendary Pontani Sisters (pic-
tured) will headline yet another fundraiser 
for the “Save Coney Island” group, the 
self-styled (and sometimes scantily clad) 
advocates for an expanded amusement 
area and opponents of both the city’s and 
landowner Joe Sitt’s plan for the amuse-
ment zone to share space with hotels and 
shopping centers.
 This benefit is going to be bigger and 
better than the last one.
 “It’s much more of an extravaganza, 
with a lot of burlesque and sideshow per-
formers,” said Dianna Carlin, also known 

as Lola Staar of the boutique that bears 
the name and the roller rink she started 
last year in the old Child’s restaurant.
 Yes, there’ll be bands so you can shake 
your Coney-maker, but the stars will be 
the burlesque queens of Brooklyn, in-
cluding Peekaboo Pointe, Gigi La Femme 
and Dame Cuchifrita, plus a sideshow act 
MC’d by the great Fred Kahl, the Great 
Fredini.
 Coney Island benefit party at South-
paw [125 Fifth Ave., between Sterling 
and St. Johns places in Park Slope, (718) 
]. Saturday, April 11, 8 pm. Tickets are $15 
at the door. For info, visit www.fightfory-
ourrighttoconey.com or www.spsounds.
com.  — Gersh Kuntzman
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Next Day Delivery - When You Want It

A mattress is the most important purchase of 
your lifetime . . . you spend four months a year in bed.

$49999$49999TWIN
FULL

QUEEN
$69999$69999 TWIN

FULL
QUEEN

Sealy Posture Plush Sealy Pillowtop

ANY SIZE
ONE PRICE

$29999

TWIN
FULL

QUEEN
YOUR CHOICE

$29999
Mattress & Boxspring

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL 1(800) SLEEPYS sleepys.com

SLEEPY’S
The Mattress Professionals

SLEEPY’S

ANY SIZE
ONE PRICE

(718) 723-3218]. 
MISS NORWAY PAGEANT: The 

annual cultural celebration! 
$30. 2 pm. Norwegian Christian 
Home [1250 67th St. between 
12th and 13th avenues in Dyker 
Heights, (917) 656-1552]. 

ART OPENING: Jewelry by Dan-
iel Porter Stevens and Ashley 
Stevens. Free. 3-6 pm. Metal + 
Thread [398 Van Brunt St. in Red 
Hook], www.metalthread.com. 

READING, LUCETTE LAG
NADO: Author of “The Man 
in the White Sharkskin Suit: A 
Jewish Family’s Exodus from 
Old Cairo to the New World.” 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s Central branch [Grand 
Army Plaza at Eastern Parkway 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 

READING, NICHOLAS HOGG: 
Author of “Show Me the Sky.” 
With music by Jeremy Carlst-
edt. Free. 4 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

FILM, “PLEASURES OF THE 
FLESH”: $11. 4:30 pm, 6:50 
pm, 9:15 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

ART OPENING: British street 
artisits Miss Bugs and Joe 
Black. Free. 7-9 pm. Brooklynite 
Gallery [334 Malcolm X 
Blvd. between Decatur and 
Bainbridge streets in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (347) 405-5976], 
www.brooklynitegallery.com. 

DANCE PARTY: Fundraiser for 
the Church of Gethsemane 
Food Pantry. $10. 8-11 pm. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 
West at Second Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-2972], www.
bsec.org. 

SUN, APRIL 5

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
“NATURE’S FOOLERY”: Learn 

about camouflage and more 
from Urban Park Rangers. Free. 
11 am. Fort Greene Park Visitor 
Center [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington Park in 
Fort Greene, (718) 723-3218]. 

TOUR THE BROOKLYN NAVY 
YARD: Registration required. 
$30. 1-3:30 pm. Meet at cor-
ner of York and Jay Streets, 
(718) 788-8500 ext. 217, www.
thecue.org. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: See Satur-
day, April 4.

PERFORMANCE
JAZZ: Zack O’Farrill Quartet. $6. 

Noon-4 pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar 
[481 Fifth Ave. at 11th Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

THEATER, “SHAKESPEARE IN 
HOLLYWOOD”: 2 pm. See 
Saturday, April 4. 

STREB DANCE, “CATAPULT”: 3 
pm. See Saturday, April 4. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works 
by Dvorak and Brahms. $40 

raiser for local VFW Jr. Girls. 
$5. 1 pm. VFW POST 5806 
[181 Grand St. between Bed-
ford and Driggs avenues in 
Williamsburg]. 

SILENT SLAPSTICK: Classic 
shorts with live piano accom-
paniment by Stuart Oderman. 
Free. 1:30 pm. Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library’s Central branch 
[Grand Army Plaza at Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100].

ART OPENING: ”Seaworthy,” a 
group show, plus painter Paul 
Jansen. Free. 4-6 pm. Corri-
dor Gallery [334 Grand Ave. at 
Lexington Avenue in Clinton 
Hill, (718) 638-0741], www.cor-
ridorgallerybrooklyn.org. 

FILM, “ORTHODOX STANCE”: 
Part of the Brooklyn Heights 
Jewish International Film Fes-
tival. $5. 7 pm. Congregation 
B’nai Avraham [117 Remsen St. 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 596-4840 ext. 115], www.
bnaiavraham.com. 

READING, RASHID KHALIDI: 
Author of “Sowing Crisis: 
The Cold War and American 
Dominance in the Middle 
East.” $5 (suggested). 7:30 
pm. Congregation B’nai 
Avraham [117 Remsen St. 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights], 
www.bnaiavraham.com. 

MON, APRIL 6
CHRONIC FATIGUE SUPPORT 

GROUP: Free. 1 pm. New 
York Methodist Hospital, 
Executive Dining Room [501 
Sixth Ave. at 12th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 780-5367]. 

READING, DAVID GRANN: 
Author of “The Lost City of Z: 
A Tale of Deadly Obsession 
in the Amazon.” Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. be-
tween Pacific and Dean streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. 

TUES, APRIL 7
HEPATITIS C SUPPORT GROUP: 

Free. 6 pm. New York Meth-
odist Hospital, Wesley House 
[501 Sixth Ave. at 12th Street 
in Park Slope]. 

TION FOR HIPSTERS: Free. 
6 pm. The Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

READING, ARTHUR PHILLIPS: 
Author of “This Song Is You.” 
With live music by Jonathan 

Spottiswoode. Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. be-
tween Pacific and Dean streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. 

READING, NELSON GEORGE: 
Author of “City Kid.” Free. 7 
pm. Barnes & Noble Court 
Street [106 Court St. between 
Livingston and State streets 
in Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 
246-4996]. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 8 pm. 
See Saturday, April 4. 

“ADULT EDUCATION”: Lecture 
series includes speakers on 
the quirky history and mean-
ing of color. $5. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

FILM, “JESUS CAMP”: Docu-
mentary about a conservative 
Christian summer camp. $5. 
8 pm. The Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

WED, APRIL 8
First night of Passover

BUSINESS NETWORKING 
BREAKFAST: Sponsored by 
Brooklyn Business Base. $15 
($9 in advance). 7:45-9:15 am. 
Park Plaza Restaurant [220 
Cadman Plaza West between 
Clark and Middagh streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 596-
5900], www.meetup.com/
Brooklyn-Business-Base. 

READING, MARY ELIZABETH 
WILLIAMS: Author of “Gimme 
Shelter.” Free. 7 pm. Book-
Court [163 Court St. between 
Pacific and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 8 pm. 
See Saturday, April 4. 

COMMUNITY SEDER: $50 ($25 
students and seniors, $15 
children). 8 pm. Congregation 
B’nai Avraham [117 Remsen St. 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 596-4848 ext. 18], www.
bnaiavraham.com. 

THURS, APRIL 9
Second night of Passover

ART OPENING: ”Sherezade 
— the Second Night,” art 
installation inspired by the 
“Arabian Nights.” Free. 6-8 
pm. [163 Plymouth St. at 
Jay Street in DUMBO], web.
me.com/luciawarckmeister. 

($35 seniors, $20 students). 3 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street 
at the East River in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “THE HEAVENS OF 
HELL”: 4 pm. See Saturday, 
April 4. 

THEATER, “THE ILIAD”: Aquila 
Theatre performs an updated 
version of Homer’s epic poem. 
Discussion follows. Free. 4 
pm. Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Grand Army 
Plaza at Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718) 230-2100].

BILL HUDSON CONCERT: Part 
of the Central Brooklyn Jazz 
Festival. $20. 5-8 pm. Jazz 966 
[966 Fulton St. at St. James 
Place in Clinton Hill, (718) 638-
6910], www.illbrew.com.

UPSTART DANCE FESTIVAL: 
Work by new choreographers. 
$15. 6 pm. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-0018], www.bax.org. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 7 pm. 
See Saturday, April 4. 

JOURNEY DANCERS: With 
students from the Brooklyn 
Music School. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Music School Playhouse [126 
St. Felix St. between Lafayette 
Avenue and Hanson Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 638-5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FLEA MARKET: Free. 8 am-5 pm. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
[545 60th St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Sunset 
Park, (917) 312-9855], www.
olphbkny.org. 

WINTER ANTIQUES MARKET: 
See Saturday, April 4. 

OTHER
TALK, EXISTENTIALISM AND 

GEYFO SEKOU: Free. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park West 
at Second Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-2972], www.bsec.org. 

SUPERMARKET BINGO: Fund-

Continued from page 8

Superdrag plays the Music Hall of Williamsburg on April 10. 

To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@brook-
lynpaper.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, One 
Metrotech Center, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. Listings are free 
and printed on a space available basis. We regret we cannot take 
listings over the phone.

See 9 DAYS on page 13

For more Brooklyn Nightlife options, see our listings at
BrooklynPaper.com/Nightlife
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Teen Spirit is ready to be a man

By Louise Crawford

In just a few months, Teen 
Spirit will turn 18. That’s 
the end of childhood, 

right? It’s the age when a boy 
can become a soldier and vote 
in a general election. He still 
can’t drink (legally, that is), but 
he can buy cigarettes and start 
working at the Park Slope Food 
Co-op as an adult member of 
the household. 
 Yeesh. 
 It’s weird to have a child 
who is at the end of child-
hood. That means he’s close to 
completing that idyllic stage 
of life that he will discuss 
again and again in bars, on 
first dates, in marital coun-
seling and in memoir writ-
ing workshops.
 His childhood may well 
be blamed for everything that 
goes right and wrong in his 
life, in his relationships and 
in his career. It will also be 
idealized and exaggerated. 
Events will be inflated; depri-
vations and high points will 
be exaggerated; parents and 
sibling will be demonized and 
glorified (though not always 
in equal measure).
 For now, Smartmom is es-
chewing the “seems like yes-
terday” clichés about Teen 
Spirit’s ascent to full man-
hood. That said, she is al-
lowing herself a few looks 
back. How is it possible, she 
has asked herself a few times 
this week, that it was nearly 
18 years ago when she was 
wheeled into a delivery room 
to have her emergency C-sec-
tion at Lenox Hill Hospital? 
To this day, she remembers 
singing, “Yes Sir, That’s My 
Baby” as she lay in the recov-
ery area. 
 Smartmom can remember 
the day they moved to Park 
Slope when Teen Spirit was 
a tiny 3-month-old. He was 
cute as a button — she and 
Hepcat called him their Mau-
rice Sendak baby, thanks to 
his perfectly round face and 
his halo of blonde hair. 
 Truth be told, Teen Spirit 
was the cutest baby ever. No 
kidding. People used to stop 
them on the street to compli-
ment their little boy. They were 
even asked on a few occasions 

if they were interested in hav-
ing him model. Teen Spirit is 
actually on the cover of a cor-
poration annual report wear-
ing only a cloth diaper.
 It’s funny to think back to 
that time. It’s like the Gar-
den of Eden of Smartmom 
and Hepcat’s life together 
— before high school, mid-
dle age, and the realities of 
a 20-year marriage. 
 A lot of things didn’t turn 
out as they expected. For one 
thing, Smartmom and Hepcat 
never planned to stay in their 
small three-bedroom apart-
ment this long. They didn’t 
think Teen Spirit’s tiny bed-
room would be big enough 
for a 5-year-old.
 Now at 17, Teen Spirit 
sleeps with his head touching 
one wall and his feet touch-
ing the other. Smartmom and 
Hepcat can hear his foot taps 
in their room, which is right 
next door.
 But Teen Spirit never com-
plained or went through that 
phase where he compared his 
life to the more-opulent life-
styles of his friends, who live 
in Park Slope and Brooklyn 
Heights brownstones. He’s 
always been comfortable in 
his own economic skin and 
doesn’t pine for material pos-
sessions or name-brand cloth-
ing. Quite the contrary, Teen 
Spirit dresses in clothing he 
finds on the street (washed 
first, most of the time).
 Teen Spirit has always 
been very attached to their 
building on Third Street, es-
pecially when a boy named 
Eddie moved in downstairs 
when Teen Spirit was 3. The 
two quickly became best 
friends.  For years, “I’m go-
ing down Eddie’s” was a con-
stant refrain as the boys played 
non-stop in one or the other’s 
apartment.
 The other refrain? “I’ll 
chain myself to a lamppost,” 
Teen Spirit would say when-
ever Smartmom and Hepcat 
were looking for a new home 
in whatever affordable neigh-
borhood they were consider-
ing at the time.
 Sadly, Eddie and his family 
moved away when he was 14, 

and it was a sad day for Teen 
Spirit. Smartmom always ex-
pected to follow their lead and 
move to a small town some-
where where they would have 
a big Victorian house with 
lots of space for everyone. 

But Smartmom could 
never wrap her head 
around living any-

where else but Brooklyn. But 
she never even got around to 
moving the family to Ditmas 
Park or Kensington, where 
she could give Teen Spirit a 

Hepcat aspired to the American 
Dream, but Teen Spirit got 
the Brooklyn Dream instead. 
And maybe that’s not such a 
bad thing. 
 How cool was it to have 
his best friend living right 
downstairs? There’s a spe-
cial closeness that develops 
between childhood neigh-
bors in a New York apart-
ment building. Smartmom 
knows — her oldest friend 
in the world, Margaret, still 
finishes her sentences.
 Teen Spirit got to play on 

the sidewalks of Park Slope. 
Those summer nights were 
fun. Especially when the par-
ents barbecued on the street 
and the kids made ’smores.  
 Teen Spirit never had to de-
pend on his parents to drive him 
around except when he needed 
band equipment schlepped all 
the way to Red Hook. And he 
never had to worry about get-
ting into a car with a drunk 
teenage driver.
 From a young age, he had 
the freedom to walk wherever 
he wanted. Seventh Avenue. 
Prospect Park. Fifth Avenue. 
At the age of 14, he was riding 
the subway all over the city. 
 He got to watch his free-
lancer father agonize over 
work in his office (a.k.a. the 
living room). He got to see 
his mother sweat over a hot 
computer in her office (a.k.a. 
the dining room). 
 And think of the food. The 

cuisines of the world are avail-
able 24/7. Hey, what do you feel 
like tonight: Indian, Chinese, 
Thai, Grand Canyon? 
 Finally, he absorbed that 
worldly vibe that comes 
from living in New York 
City, which includes a com-
fort level with a diverse cast 
of characters, an interest in 
how people who are differ-
ent, and appreciation for the 
colorful and the unusual side 
of things. 
 So with the end of Teen 
Spirit’s childhood right 
around the corner, Smart-
mom is pretty sure that she 
and Hepcat gave Teen Spirit 
a childhood to remember. It 
may not be the pastoral child-
hood that Smartmom imag-
ined, but it was a childhood 
Brooklyn-style.
 And that makes him ready 
to be a man (whether he can 
drink or not).

backyard and at 
least a small piece 
of that childhood 
idyll: watch-
ing the flowers 
grow, the dog-
wood tree bloom 
or the neighbor’s 
weird chain link 
fence. 
 Smartmom and 
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SAT, APRIL 4
 New 

Orleans Jazzy Beats. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

 Nature Crafts. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-
3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

 Spring Wash Day. Do 
the laundry, 19th-century 
style. Free. Lefferts Historic 
House [Enter park at Flat-
bush and Ocean avenues 
in Prospect Park], www.
prospectpark.org. 

 Puppet 
show, “Sleeping Beauty.” $8 
($7 kids). Puppertworks [338 
Sixth Ave. at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
puppetworks.org. 

 Baby Loves Disco. 
Earth Day Celebration. $15 
($12 in advance). Southpaw 
[125 Fifth Ave. at St. Johns 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
230-0236], www.spsounds.
com. 

 Learn about plants. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
(see venue info above). 

SUN, APRIL 5
 New 

Orleans Jazzy Beats. See 
Saturday, April 4. 

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, April 4.

 Spring Wash Day. See 
Saturday, April 4. 

 “Sleep-
ing Beauty.” See Saturday, 
April 4. 

 Kids video and 
dance party. $7 ($5 children, 
$20 for family of four). Gala-
pagos Art Space [16 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.gala-
pagosartspace.com. 

 Fun activities and 
the music of Erin Lee & 

Marci. $15 adult (and one 
child), $8 each additional 
child or adult. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-0018], www.bax.
org. 

 Learn about plants. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
[145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 
Marks Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

 BINGO/board game 
night. Free. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

MON, APRIL 6
 Storytime. $2.50. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxies-
pot.com. 

 Film, “The Sound of 
Music.” $6.50. Cobble Hill 
Cinemas [265 Court St. at 
Butler Street in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 624-3748], bigmovies-
forlittlekids.blogspot.com. 

TUES, APRIL 7
 Sing Along with Lloyd 

Miller. $2.50. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WED, APRIL 8
 Storytime. $2.50. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxies-
pot.com. 

THURS, APRIL 9
 Dance Around with 

Nat. $2.50. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Eco-fest. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
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Our eight-week program for kids 2 to 10 teaches 
essential kitchen skills and techniques. Kids learn 

how to measure, sift, mix, whip, cut, 
grate and knead, as they prepare 
wholesome and delicious foods from 
around the world.

Classes meet at The Moxie Spot
81 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn Heights
To register, call Jane at  
(718) 797-0029
www.kidscookbrooklyn.com

763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

Come Join in the Fun!

 

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 - 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

Physically active, nature 
oriented & outdoors every day!

DAILY TRIPS
Ages 4½ – 11

Flexible Schedule

3, 4, 5 or 6 Week Sessions

3, 4 or 5 Days a Week

Early Drop Off & 
Late Pick Up Available

Located in Park Slope
(718) 768-6419

www.KimsKidsCamp.com

718-788 (7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

 

April 9–17

Sundays, April 5 & 26

SUMMER 
DANCE
INTENSIVE
IMMERSE YOURSELF IN 
DANCE IN BROOKLYN 
THIS SUMMER!
CLASSES IN BALLET, MODERN, JAZZ, 
THEATER JAZZ, STREET JAZZ,  
AFRICAN, SALSA, TANGO, HIP HOP, 
AND CHOREOLAB!

BEGINNING/INTERMEDIATE  
INTENSIVE CLASSES:
(AGES 10-18)
Week Long Sessions 
8/17–8/21 + 8/24–8/28

ADVANCED INTENSIVE CLASSES:
BY AUDITION ONLY
(AGES 15-18)
Week Long Sessions
8/10–8/14 + 8/17–8/21

AUDITIONS FOR ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
AND SCHOLARSHIPS STARTING 5/2

REGISTER TODAY!
CONTACT DANCEWAVE AT:
(718) 522-4696
www.dancewave.org

Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

 Nintendo Wii Sports 
Night. Free. Moxie Spot (see 
venue info above). 

FRI, APRIL 10
 Eco-fest. See 

Thursday, April 9. 
 Storytime. See 

Monday, April 6. 
 Movie night. Free. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxies-
pot.com. 

SAT, APRIL 11
 Spring Egg Hunt. 

Free. Pierrepont Playground 
[Pierrepont Place, between 
Pierrepont and Montague 
streets in Brooklyn Heights]. 

 Book swap. Trade 
in your old kids books and 
cookbook. If you swap some-
thing, you get a free ticket 
to the puppet show at 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth 
Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

 Crazy 
Buildings. Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
735-4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

 Easter 
Bunny Books. Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum (see venue 
info above). 

 Egg fest. 
Spring-themed activities 
around the zoo. Prospect 
Park Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. 
at Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park], www.prospectpark-
zoo.com. 

 Learn about squirrels. 
Free. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Washing-
ton Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722-3218]. 

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, April 4.

 Learn about eggs. 
Crafts, games and exhibits. 
Free. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Av-
enue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287-3400], www.prospect-
park.org/audubon. 

 Puppet show, “How 
the Elephant Got Its Trunk.” 
$10. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-4816], www.brooklynly-
ceum.com. 

 Family Disco 
Party. Free. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com.

“How the Elephant Got Its Trunk,” a puppet 
show based on the story by Rudyard Kipling, will 
be at the Brooklyn Lyceum on April 11.

A13

Childcare
Housekeeping

Companionship
Let Willing Hands 

Guide You
www.willinghands.biz

(347) 295-3348
Licensed & Bonded

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The borough’s newest flea 
market is about to land in a 
parking lot behind an Islamic 
School on 20th Street.
 The Park Slope Flea Mar-
ket will launch next month in 
the rear of the Al-Noor School, 
bringing more than 60 vendors 
each Saturday and Sunday to 
the block between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues.
 “There’s going to be cloth-
ing, jewelry, antiques — we’re 
going to have it all,” said South 
Slope resident Mohamed 
Toom, one of the organizers of 
the market, which is set to take 
place in the 25,000-square-foot 
parking lot through the fall.
 Alongside the secondhand 
goods, the flea will also fea-
ture food vendors — some 
of whom will hawk Middle 
Eastern grub.
 According to Toom, the lo-

 But Brashear confessed 
that he was irked by the Park 
Slope Flea Market’s name.
 “They should call Green-
wood Heights what it is,” said 
Brashear. “We have enough 
Park Slope-isms already.”
 This “Park Slope Flea Mar-
ket” will join a crowded field 
of weekend bazaars that are 
springing up in the wake of 
the hugely popular Brooklyn 
Flea, which is set to begin its 
second year in Fort Greene on 
April 18 after a wintertime 
run indoors in DUMBO.
 The best known in Park 
Slope, of course, is at PS 321 
on Seventh Avenue. That one is 
also known as “the Park Slope 
flea market,” setting up a po-
tential rivalry for such a cov-
eted name.

cation of the market, which is 
midway up a somewhat dreary 
block, is perfect for shoppers 
who are itching for a deal.
 “This is a great location 
because it’s close to every-
thing: the trains, Fifth Ave-
nue, Park Slope, even Down-
town Brooklyn,” he said. 
“This is going to be great 
for the neighborhood.”
 Aaron Brashear — the 
so-called “Mayor of Green-
wood Heights” — agreed that 
the flea would be a boon for 
the community, which boasts 
new restaurants, eateries and 
shops, as well as old-time 
mom-and-pop businesses.
 “It’s great news anytime 
that somebody can find an 
innovative way to bring the 
community together,” said the 
23rd Street resident. “This 
will ultimately add to the di-
versity of the amenities in the 
neighborhood.”

There’s a new flea — this 
time in the South Slope
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 It’s the parking lot with the best 
view in the city, but now open-space 
starved North Brooklynites are de-
manding that the city make good 
on its promise to turn the lot into a 
parkland paradise. 
 Greenpointers and Williamsburgers 
are demanding that the city construct 
several parks that were promised to the 
neighborhoods during a contentious 
rezoning in 2005 — and none of the 
yet-to-be-constructed greenspaces has 
drawn more attention than the Met-
ropolitan Transit Authority parking 
lot at 65 Commercial St.
 “This is bureaucracy at its worst,” 
said Councilman David Yassky (D–
Brooklyn Heights), who last month 
urged the mayor to make good on his 
guarantee to build the public park.
 “One agency says its another agen-
cy’s job, then the other agency points 
back and says it’s someone else’s job, 
but ultimately, the Bloomberg ad-
ministration has to take responsibil-
ity for making this happen,” Yassky 

said. “At this point, we can say that 
the promise has been broken.”
 The Bloomberg administration 
has presented the MTA with eight 
alternate sites for the parking lot, in-
cluding locations at the foot of the 
Williamsburg Bridge and beneath 
the elevated F train on 10th Street 
in Gowanus — but the agency has 
nixed all of options.
 Nonetheless, the city claims it re-
mains dedicated to building Commer-
cial Street Park, which is between Box 
and Clay streets, according to Andrew 
Brent, a mayoral spokesman. 
 “Moving the MTA facilities off 
the site has proven more difficult 
and taken longer than we expected, 
but we are as committed to getting 
it done,” Brent said.
 The MTA attributes the hold-up 
to the city’s suggested alternate lo-
cations, which the agency claims 
would not prove functional.
 “We haven’t been able to agree on a 
suitable location that meets our needs,” 
said MTA spokesman Kevin Ortiz.
 No matter who’s to blame for the 

overdue parkland, North Brooklynites 
are sick of waiting — and they’re not 
keeping quiet about it anymore.
 On May 16, the Parks Department’s 
promotional “It’s My Park” day, North 
Brooklynites will take part in a sa-
tirical tour of their neighborhoods’ 
unbuilt parkland in an event called 
“Where’s My Park” day?
 The snarky celebration will fea-
ture walking and biking tours of 

promised open spaces including 65 
Commercial St., said organizer Ra-
chelle House.
 “We’re going to show off what 
we’re missing,” said House.
 The Parks Department says it will 
break ground this month on the first 
phase of the nearby 28-acre Bushwick 
Inlet Park, which includes a soccer 
field at Kent Avenue and North Ninth 
Street — after four years of delays.

MTA cars get great city view!

The MTA owns this waterfront site — perfect for cars!
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To the editor,
 I just read about the theft of Gersh 
Kuntzman’s bike (“Bastards! Some-
one stole my bike — for the second 
time this year!” March 28) and I 
have to say that sucks.
 I had my bike stolen about a 
month ago from in front of our 
house, sometime between 2 and 
7:30 pm. And that was after my 
lights had been swiped two days 
earlier at the same location, and 
my replacement headlight stolen 
on Fifth Avenue the same day that 
they came back for the whole bike. 
They snipped my U-lock like it 
was a twig.
 I found a pretty decent hybrid 
on Craigslist for just $50 (cheaper 
than my new Kryptonite chain 

deepest condolences to his fam-
ily and loved ones.
 Bob was an amazing person 
who often visited our stalls and 
wrote amazing articles about the 
vendors and their foods. He was 
also one of our staunchest advo-
cates when our group faced its 
darkest moments. Thanks in great 
part to Bob’s support via his Gow-
anus Lounge blog, we were able to 
gather popular support to survive 
and continue our 35-year tradi-
tion as one of the neighborhood’s 
favorite culinary institutions.
 Bob will always be dearly re-
membered in our hearts.
 Cesar Fuentes, Red Hook
The writer is executive director 
of the food vendors committee 

of Red Hook Park.

• • •
To the editor,
 I deeply regret not having had 
the opportunity to get to know 
Bob better. He was a great asset 
to blogging, to Brooklyn, and to 
all whose lives he touched.
 Claude Scales,
  Brooklyn Heights
Editor’s note: For details about 
the Guskind Memorial service, 
see our Civic Calendar on page 7, 
our longer story on page 16, or visit 
BrooklynPaper.com.

 But then I read your story 
about Rep. Mike McMahon’s 
vote against the House of Rep-
resentatives’ bill to tax AIG bo-
nuses at 90 percent (“The ‘mob’ 
is angry, but Ridge Rep. votes for 
cooler heads,” McMahon on Line 
1, March 31).
 Now, don’t misunderstand — 
I’m still angry. But McMahon 
made a clear case that this bill 
— and, indeed, most of the “grab-
the-pitchforks” outrage that the 
media has been whipping up — 
was a completely exaggerated re-
action.
 Hearing that McMahon was one 
of only six Democrats in the coun-
try to stand up against this demog-
oguery — however justified it may 
have been against those Wall Street 
jerks! — made me proud to be one 
of his constituents.
Monty Alagash, Bay Ridge

To the editor,
 I write this a few days before 
the April 4 memorial service for 
Bob Guskind (“Memorial service 
set for beloved blogger Guskind,” 
online, March 20).
 On behalf of the Red Hook 
Food Vendors, I’d like to ex-
press my sadness and send my 

Street building to the list of mod-
ernist monstrosities destroying the 
visual feel of Brownstone Brook-
lyn (“Starchitect Enrique Norten 
builds his dream house in Slope,” 
online, March 26).
 What idiot is responsible for 
that green monstrosity on Eastern 
Parkway opposite the library? I 
can just see it when people actu-
ally move in. With those floor to 
ceiling windows, occupants will 
have to put up various shade/blind 
treatments, making the building 
look like those Modernist apart-
ment towers they put up in Har-
lem a generation ago! At least they 
called that Urban Renewal. What 
term does that fool Richard Meier 
have for his glass tower?
 Let’s hope that other idiot 
Gehry doesn’t grace historic 
Brooklyn with his architectural 
follies! S. Paul, Park Slope

To the editor,
 Like many Americans, I wanted 
to string up some Wall Street guy 
after reading about the latest ex-
cesses — the collapse of the econ-
omy, followed by bailouts with 
my money, followed by bonuses 
given to the very guys who col-
lapsed the economy!

these boxes would be pleased with 
this photo.
 Jean Torell Hughes,  

Brooklyn Heights

To the editor,
 I read your story about Mayor 
Bloomberg’s new Brooklyn cam-
paign office (“Billionaire Bloomy 
needs you to volunteer for his cam-
paign,” online, March 30) and 
thought, “Isn’t it wonderful that 
this man loves New York City so 
much he wants another term?”
 But voters have already said 
“no” twice before, in term-limit 
referendums. With all his money 
and talent, might one not charita-
bly suggest that Bloomberg search 
out other projects where his skills 
could make a greater impact.
 His act is getting a little stale 
as it gets more autocratic. And 
as a Republican! After Rudy and 
Bushie, I would rather cut off my 
whatever.
 In two words, “No, thanks.”
 William Harris, Boerum Hill

To the editor,
 Add Enrique Norten’s Carroll 

for you to run. I question the re-
sponsibility of the person who al-
lowed him to get in the newsbox, 
have the door closed and the pic-
ture taken.
 This photo was a very danger-
ous and an unsafe message to send 
to others. Accidents among chil-
dren are the leading cause of mor-
tality in this country. I am sure 
you would not have posted a child 
in an empty refridgerator, stove 
or other unsafe situation. I can’t 
imagine the company who owns 

lock!), and also bought a fairly 
fancy new Trek that I’m afraid 
to take out of the basement.
 I’m sure recovery isn’t in the 
cards, but let’s hope the charm 
won’t be a third time.
 Eric McClure, Park Slope

•  •  •
To the editor,
 You’ve endured my worst night-
mare not once, but twice, inside of 
a year! My heart goes out to you, 
although with fares rising and the 
recession deepening, I doubt that 
any bike is safe any longer.
 Ken Coughlin, Manhattan

The writer is on the board of 
Transportation Alternatives, a 

bicycle advocacy group.

To the editor,
 I am a retired nurse of 40-
plus years and have been living 
in Brooklyn Heights for all those 
years. I have witnessed many ac-
cidents and trauma in the emer-
gency room.
 As such, I am responding to 
the recent picture on front page 
(“Metrognome,” March 14) of 
an 11-year-old boy enclosed in a 
newsbox. I don’t think this pic-
ture was appropriate or prudent 

Send a letter
By e-mail: Letters@
BrooklynPaper.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, 55 Wash ington St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

n the midst of one of the worst eco-
nomic downturns since the Great De-
pression, Mayor Bloomberg wants to 

spend $105 million more of your tax dol-
lars to buy out Coney Island’s principal 
landowner — and then spend at least an-
other $100 million more of your money 
on a fantasy vision of the former Peo-
ple’s Playground.
 This week, as Mike McLaughlin re-
ports on our front page, Bloomberg sent 
a formal $105-million offer to developer 
Joe Sitt to buy 10–1/2 acres of Board-
walk-fronting property that’s currently 
zoned for amusements only.
 Once he gets that land, the mayor says 
he will combine it with a smaller plot 
that the city wasted $11 million to pur-
chase, and rezone the amusement area 
into two parts: a nine-acre “park” along 
the Boardwalk where a new theme park 
would magically rise; and an adjacent 
area where indoor amusements, some 
“entertainment retail” and hotels could 
be built.
 Like most in Brooklyn, we certainly 

sance of Coney Island. Such develop-
ers, unlike the city, are subject to mar-
ket forces and the give-and-take of the 
public land-use review process.
 Clearly, the best — and cheapest — 
course of action is simply to alter the C-7 
zoning so that Sitt or any developer could 
build the indoor amusements and hotels that 
the city says it wants at Coney Island.
 We don’t need “park land” zoning 
when existing zoning is just as strong, 
if not stronger. City officials have con-
firmed that “park land” zoning does not 
guarantee a verdant pasture. Indeed, the 
minor league baseball stadium — and 
its ugly parking lot — occupy a zoned 
city park right now.
 The city does deserve some credit for 
finally putting a price on its buyout of 
Sitt. But there’s still a big problem: the 
price is too high.
 It would be one thing to spend $200 
million in this dour economy on a sure 
thing. But the mayor’s fantasy for Co-
ney Island is increasingly looking like 
throwing good money after bad.

share the goal of a year-round tourist des-
tination in Coney Island. But we feel that 
the mayor is entirely misguided about 
how to achieve it.
 Foremost, the city must abandon its ob-
session with creating a zoned “park” along 
the Boardwalk. Coney Island’s amuse-
ment area is currently zoned so that only 
amusements — rides, games of chance, 
Shoot the Freak booths and landmarks 
like the Cyclone and the Wonder Wheel 
— can operate. That zoning prevents the 
very things that would help revive Coney 
Island: hotels along Surf Avenue and other  
indoor, year-round attractions.
 Such amenities are essential to lure 
private developers — the people who 
could actually bring about the renais-

 
 

 

  

  

  

   

   
 

 
   

 

 
 

© 2008 Oticon, Inc.  All rights reserved.

$99 INITIATION AND 2 MONTHS DUES PAID AT TIME OF JOINING. MUST BE 21+ YEARS OLD WITH PHOTO ID. OFFER VALID ONLY ON THE FIRST VISIT TO THE CLUB. 
NOT ALL FACILITIES AT ALL CLUBS.

JOIN A GREAT CLUB

100% HASSLE-FREE
ONLY $99 INITIATION 

OVER 250,000 SQ.FT. OF FACILITIES: AQUATICS, SQUASH, RACQUETBALL, YOGA
GYMNASTICS, PERSONAL TRAINING, WALLYBALL, DANCE, CARDIO, SOFTBALL, BOXING
CONDITIONING CLASSES, PILATES, SPINNING, JUNIOR SPORTS, BILLIARDS, & SPA  

NO COMMITMENT – CANCEL YOUR MEMBERSHIP AT ANY TIME

THIS IS A SAVINGS OF $150 OFF OUR REGULAR ANNUAL INITIATION FEE

OFFER ENDS APRIL 30

This picture scared the wits 
out of a nurse!

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 T

o
m

 C
al

la
n

The mayor’s dream of a 
reborn Coney Island could 
be achieved — but without 
wasting millions of dollars.
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HEALTH,  
MIND & BODY

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY
Advanced sterilization & infection control

Jack Irwin, D.D.S.
414 Seventh Avenue

bet. 13th & 14th Sts.
www.jackirwindds.com

(718) 768-8372
Evening Hours  Mon-Fri

Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment.

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 

Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Dentemax.

ROOT CANAL
EXTRACTIONS
PERIODONTAL WORK 
CROWNS
BRIDGES
PORCELAIN VENEERS
BLEACHING
DENTURES
LAMINATES

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

DENTISTS

DENTISTS

Loose 
Dentures?
GO AHEAD...
Eat what you want!
Visit Dr.Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, then 
go out and enjoy your favorite lunch.  
No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by  
Dr. Tony on ABC & Fox News

Approved.
one-step, non-surgical 

procedure.

months of healing.

available and Insurance coverage)

*ONLY $595
FOR DENTURE!
Limited Time Offer

*with a puchase of MDI

Call today for  
your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St, Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd, Staten Island

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor 
of the Mini Dental Implant.

www.oraldentalcare.com

We’ll give you reason to smile!

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE

(Any service over $150 until 3/30/09)

Signature Smile
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

718-246-5677

few weeks, Ilhe added.
 Some residents of South 
Williamsburg, which is a pop-
ular locale for film shoots 
thanks to its gritty urban 
look and proximity to Man-
hattan, are pleased with the 
decision. 
 “I’m not against movies, 
but they can make things in-
convenient,” said community 
activist Isaac Abraham, who 
is one of six candidates vy-
ing for the seat currently 
held by Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Williamsburg), 
who is running for Comp-
troller. “If they take a week 
or so, it’s not a problem, but 
when these things have been 
going on month after month 
for years, it’s annoying.” 
 At the end of the day, it 
wasn’t the lights, the cameras 
or the action that turned South 
Williamsburgers against the 
film shoots — it was the park-
ing.
 “There’s no parking here 
already, then they come here 
and occupy these spots for 
weeks and weeks with their 
trailers,” said Leo Moskow-
itz, who lives on Kent Ave-
nue. “They are taking over 
our lives for just a little bit 
of money.”
  Parking spaces seem to 
be the spark that ignites the 
fire of South Williamsburg 
residents, many of whom are 
still irate about a pair of long-
planned bike lanes that re-
placed parking spaces along 
Kent Avenue last year.
 But deeming South Wil-
liamsburg off-limits to film-
ing — or adding it to the 
“hot list,” as insiders call it 
— could actually come at a 
cost to the neighborhood.
 “A lot of people tend to 
be a little bit over territorial, 
but what they don’t realize is 
that if they can deal with just 
a little bit of trouble, it will 
do their neighborhood and 
the city a whole lot of good,” 
said location scout Richard 
Hobbs, who claims that film 
crews can be a boon for lo-
cal businesses. 
 “There are always going to 
be sensitive areas in the city, 
but the good thing is that this 
a big city,” Hobbs added. 
 “If Williamsburg is on 
the hot list right now, you 
go somewhere else.”

Continued from page 1

FILM

BROOKLYN BUILDS DOWNTOWN LOOKS UP

PASSOVER SEDER: Led by 
Rabbi Cantor George 
Hirshfeld. Reservations 
required. $49 ($23 chil-
dren). 6:30 pm. Bay Ridge 
Jewish Center [405 81st St. 
at Fourth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836-3103]. 

READING, MICHAEL 
CROWLEY AND DAN 
GOLDMAN: Authors of 
“’08: A Graphic Diary of the 
Campaign Trail.” Free. 7 
pm. BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

TALK, PHOTOGRAPHER 
DAVID LEVINTHAL: Art-
ist speaks to Richard B. 
Woodward about his take 
on the wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. Free. 7 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

READING, TERRA ELAN 
MCVOY: Author of “Pure.” 
Free. 7:30 pm. Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
0096], www.wordbrooklyn.
com. 

24:7”: 
8 pm. See Saturday, April 4. 

PASSOVER SEDER: $50 ($25 
students and seniors, $15 
children). 8 pm. Congre-
gation B’nai Avraham 
[117 Remsen St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 

in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
596-4848 ext. 18], www.
bnaiavraham.com. 

JAZZ, JESSE ELDER QUIN
TET: $20 ($10 students). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

FRI, APRIL 10
Good Friday

FILM, “CRUEL STORY OF 
YOUTH”: Part of the Nag-
isa Oshima series. $11. 2 
pm, 4:30 pm, 6:50 pm, 9:15 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org.

TOUR, VIRGIN OF SOR
ROWS PROCESSION: 
Folklorist Kay Turner leads 
participants to respect-
fully participate in Italian 
Catholic tradition. Includes 
dinner. Sponsored by the 
Brooklyn Arts Council. Visit 
Web site to reserve your 
place. $25. 5:30 pm, www.
brooklynartscouncil.org. 

STREB DANCE, “CATAPULT”: 
7 pm. See Saturday, April 4. 

READING, JOANNA SMITH 
RAKOFF: Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 8 
pm. See Saturday, April 4. 

24:7”: 
8 pm. See Saturday, April 4. 

THEATER, “SHAKESPEARE 

IN HOLLYWOOD”: 8 pm. 
See Saturday, April 4.

CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
Works by Schumann, 
Hummel and Brahms. 
$35 ($20 students). 8 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

SAT, APRIL 11

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIRDWATCHING: See Satur-

day, April 4.
DISCOVERY TOUR: See Sat-

urday, April 4. 

PERFORMANCE
STREB DANCE, “CATAPULT”: 

3 and 7 pm. See Saturday, 
April 4. 

THEATER, “IN LOVE WITH 
MOM”: 7 pm. See Satur-
day, April 4. 

STEVE CROMITY AND HIS 
TRIO: Part of the Central 
Brooklyn Jazz Festival. 
$20. 7-10 pm. [247 Hancock 
St. at Marcy Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (917) 
685-3508]. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 8 
pm. See Saturday, April 4. 

24:7”: 
8 pm. See Saturday, April 4. 

THEATER, “SHAKESPEARE 
IN HOLLYWOOD”: 8 pm. 
See Saturday, April 4. 

QUARTET: Works by Mo-
zart, Platt and Tchaikovsky. 
$40 ($35 seniors, $20 stu-
dents). 8 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 

Fulton Street at the East 
River in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

TROMBONE FESTIVAL: 
With the FunBrassStick 
Orchestra with Reut Regev 
and Igal Foni Duo (8 pm), 
Max Siegel Trio (9 pm), 
Ben Gerstein Collective 
(10 pm). $10. 8 pm. IBeam 
Music Studio [168 Seventh 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Gowanus], 
ibeambrooklyn.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
WINTER ANTIQUES MAR

KET: See Saturday, April 4. 

OTHER
TALK, “THE FERTILE GOD

DESS”: Curator Madeleine 
Cody on the current exhibi-
tion. 2 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern  
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638-5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART DISCUSSION: Artist 
Carlos Motta’s “The Good 
Life.” Free. 4 pm. Smack 
Mellon [92 Plymouth St. 
at Washington Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 834-8761], 
www.smackmellon.org. 

SUN, APRIL 12
Easter

JAZZ, ZACK O’FARRILL 
QUARTET: $6. Noon-4 
pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar [481 
Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

THEATER, “SHAKESPEARE 
IN HOLLYWOOD”: 2 pm. 
See Saturday, April 4. 

Continued from page 10

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Up, up and away!
 Here you go, architecture 
fans: an updated glimpse of 
the tallest building in Brook-
lyn reaching for the stars.
 The 491-unit residential 
tower, slated to top off at 514 
feet, or two feet taller than 
the legendary Williamsburgh 
Savings Bank Building, is at 
111 Lawrence St., between 
Willoughby Street and the 
vestigial remnant of Myrtle 
Avenue, in rapidly changing 
Downtown.
 The bank building, which 
is at Hanson Place and Flat-
bush Avenue in nearby Fort 
Greene, has been the ceil-
ing for Brooklyn since it was 
built in 1929.
 But the gentlemen’s agree-
ment to keep structures be-
low 512 feet was broken two 
years ago, when the develop-
ers of the City Point tower at 
Albee Square vowed to build 
a 70-story tower there (though 
that project is stalled due to 
the economic downturn).
 A year earlier, some Brook-
lynites were aghast to discover 
that Frank Gehry’s iconic Miss 

Tallest in Brooklyn continues climb

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The burghers of Downtown 
Brooklyn unveiled an expensive new 
marketing campaign on Thursday 
to lure companies and residents by 
saying that the global financial melt-
down is actually “the moment” for 
the borough’s central core. 
 The “It’s the Moment” campaign 
seeks to raise Downtown’s desir-
ability for businesses and residents 
and as a destination for culture. The 
Downtown Brooklyn Partnership, 
a quasi-governmental group, spent 
in the “low hundreds of thousands 
of dollars” for the direct-mail cam-
paign, which is aimed at 1,500 elite 
real-estate brokers, most of them in 
Manhattan and, frankly, ignorant of 
Brooklyn’s treasures, said Partner-
ship President Joe Chan. 
 “It’s a branding campaign that 
highlights [Brooklyn’s] competitive 
advantages and the people who chose 
to be in Downtown Brooklyn,” Chan 
said. 
 The media blitz includes tes-
timonials from the past, present 
and future of Downtown, such as 
Fort Greene-based choreographer 
Mark Morris; newcomer Stephen 
Dannhauser, whose white shoe law 

firm Weil Gotshal moved some op-
erations to Downtown last year; and 
Devin Harris, a guard with the sup-
posedly Brooklyn-bound New Jer-
sey Nets. 
 It’s also intended to convince 
leery brokers and their clients that 
the area already has marquee names 
with Brooklyn addresses.
 “Nobody wants to be the first [to 
come],” Chan said. 
 Harris talked about the brim-
ming excitement for a sports team 
in Brooklyn. 
 “A city that hasn’t had a profes-
sional team since 1957 when the 
Dodgers left, [is] yearning for us,” 
Harris said about his squad’s planned 
move to the as-yet-unbuilt Atlantic 
Yards arena.
 The delays on the Forest City Rat-
ner project embody the real-estate 
crunch seen elsewhere in Brooklyn 
— but Chan argued that his domain 
makes “an incredibly compelling 
economic case,” thanks to tax in-
centives for companies that move 
from some parts of Manhattan or 
outside the city.
 “When it comes to cost and the 
economics of real estate, companies 
are making pragmatic decisions,” 
Chan said.

Brooklyn tower, the trophy sky-
scraper at the gateway to Bruce 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards mega-
project, would rise to 620 feet 
and obscure some views of the 
bank building’s clocktower. But  
later that year, Ratner agreed 
to lower its height to just below 
512 feet (though, not to sound 
like a broken record, the proj-
ect is stalled due to the eco-
nomic downturn).
 Despite its size, the Law-
rence Street tower, developed 
by the Clarett Group, has been 
under many people’s radar 
screens.

 “There is nothing sacro-
sanct about the specific height 
of the Williamsburgh Bank 
building,” Simeon Bankoff, 
the executive director of the 
Historic Districts Council 
told The Brooklyn Paper, 
when the building was first 
proposed.
 That said, Bankoff sug-
gested that he would have pre-
ferred a different design.
 “It’s more of a case of what 
we want Brooklyn to look like. 
Do we want Brooklyn to be 
the mirror image of the Man-
hattan skyline?” he said. 

Construction workers haven’t even topped out on 
the tower at 111 Lawrence St. in Downtown — a 
building that will be the tallest in the borough.
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Chan’s new campaign says things 
are just great here in Brooklyn

 The new campaign, with its fo-
cus on real people living or work-
ing in Brooklyn is a departure from 
last year’s glitzy video narrated by 

film and stage legend Ian McKel-
len that talked about the Downtown 
Brooklyn of tomorrow as a bustling 
24-hour center of the city.

Joe Chan launched a new marketing campaign called “Down-
town Brooklyn — It’s the Moment” on Thursday.
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2009

Join our MembersExpress Club!

Join our MembersExpress Club!Early Entry, VIP Lounges!Go to www.autoshowNY.com to find out more!

Early Entry, VIP Lounges!Go to www.autoshowNY.com to find out more!

2009

Mon-Sat: 11am - 10:30pm  Sun: 10am - 7pm

For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed on Show floor. Random security and bag checks. Special rail admission packages at LIRR & Metro-North ticket 
windows. See autoshowNY.com for NY Waterway Combo tickets.  FREE Shuttle Bus to Show from Manhattan Parking Plaza on 42nd St. (between 9th & 10th 
Aves.) available all day weekends and from 6pm - 10:30pm Mon-Fri.    

An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association  recorded information: 800.282.3336

CALLING ALL

ENTREPRENEURS

WIN $15,000 TO START YOUR OWN BUSINESS!
Two Runners-up Each Receive $5,000

Tuesday, March 31, 6 – 7:30 PM, Business Library
Monday, April 6, 6 – 7:30 PM, Bushwick Library
Tuesday, April 14, 6 – 7:30 PM, Business Library

Thursday, April 23, 9 – 10:30 AM, Business Library
Monday, April 27, 6 – 7:30 PM, Midwood Library
Tuesday, April 28, 6 – 7:30 PM, Business Library

To learn more, visit www.biz.brooklynpubliclibrary.org, or call 718.623.7000 and select option 4.

2009 ORIENTATION DATES:

This competition is brought to you by  
Brooklyn Public Library’s Business Library  
Success Council and Citi Foundation.
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BUSINESS PLAN COMPETITION

ENTER THE

SIXTH ANNUAL POWERUP!

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The Meserole Avenue bou-
tique Fred Flare is reflecting 
the thoughts, musings, and in-
side jokes of the neighborhood 
with a handmade billboard bar-
ing a different North Brook-
lynite’s message each day.
 The tiny marquee in the 
shop’s window changes ev-
ery day to include messages 
that range from the inspira-
tional (“Lighten up”) and 
the indeterminable (“Goatie, 
oatie, bloatie”), to the per-
sonal (“Mike, you gave me 
the best hug. Eve”) and the 
promotional (“Come in. You 
know you want to”).
 But all of the messages 
have come from the minds 
of neighbors and shoppers at 
the Greenpoint store. 
 “It’s an expression of their 
personalities,” said Keith Car-
ollo, one of the founders of 
Fred Flare, which opened 
its Greenpoint store last 
year. “It’s a fun way to hear 
what’s on peoples’ minds and 
try to share it.”
 Since the sign went up in 
early March, more than 500 
thinkers, jokesters, and won-
derers have submitted mes-
sages for the project, which is 
titled “Your Message Here.” 

The artists who created the 
sign, Philadelphians Stephen 
Loidolt and Shauna Alterio, 
choose their favorites each 
day and staffers at the Green-
point shop update the sign.
 All kinds of messages — 
from meta-of-fact quirkiness 
(“Your shoelace is untied”) to 
proclamations of love (“I love 
my lady Lainey”) — have made 
it on the board, but brevity is the 
key, according to Carollo.
 “They generally are just 
really simple — nothing re-
ally complicated,” he said.
 Being a neighborhood 
character or a repeat shop-
per can also help get your 
message on the billboard, as 
was the case when the sign 
read “Happy Fourteen, Mi-
chael” in celebration of a fre-
quent Fred Flare customer’s 
birthday, Carollo said.
 The sign will continue 
to show new messages until 
April 10, when Fred Flare 
will throw a closing cocktail 
party for Loidolt and Alte-
rio’s project.
 For those that want to pub-
licize their short, whimsical 
messages, but haven’t been 
able to earn a spot on the sign, 
there’s always Twitter.
 Send your message to 
Fred Flare at www.fred-
flare.com and check out 
the April 10 closing cock-
tail party at the store [131 
Meserole Ave. at Leonard 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
349-1257], 7–10 pm.

MAN WITH A MESSAGE: Keith Carollo, co-found-
er of Fred Flare boutique in Greenpoint, puts up 
an inspirational note every day (below). 
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Talk about writing a wrong!
 One day after The Brooklyn Pa-
per started making calls about a mis-
spelled street sign on Dahlgren Place 
in Bay Ridge, the city fixed the sign 
and promptly ended a year-long snub 
against the so-called father of Amer-
ican naval ordnance.
 “‘Dahlgreen’ is a nice name, but 
it’s not the correct one,” said neigh-
borhood historian Peter Syrdahl, who 
pointed out that the four-block-long 
street, which lines the Brooklyn–
Queens Expressway from Fort Hill 
Place to 86th Street, was named in 
honor of Rear Admiral John Dahl-
gren.
 Don’t know Dahlgren? Here’s a 
primer: a Civil War naval officer (for 
the Union side, silly), Dahlgren de-
signed a variety of guns and arma-
ments for Lincoln’s prized ships.
 No, he never lived in Brooklyn (he 
was born in Philly and died near Wash-
ington, D.C.), but an innovative gun 
of his design was installed on a ship 
called the U.S.S. Brooklyn. 
 “[His] contribution to military ord-
nance and American history should 
not be misspelled on the street bearing 
his name,” said Syrdahl, who co-au-
thored “Bay Ridge,” an essential his-
tory of the neighborhood once known 

 Some Ridgites were pleased with 
the attentiveness, but others didn’t care 
— after all, they’d been calling the 
street “Dahlgreen Place” all along.
 A Bay Ridge mail carrier, who gave 
her name as Joan, told a Brooklyn Pa-
per reporter that she didn’t even know 
the proper name for the street until she 
started working for the post office. 
 “I always thought it was ‘Dalgreen,’” 
said the mail carrier, who continued 
to deliver the mail through rain, sleet 
and misspellings. 

— with Kate Emerson

as Yellow Hook (but that’s a whole 
’nother story!).
 The Department of Transportation 
apparently agrees. Yes, the city put up 
the sign — plus the extra “e” — at the 
corner of 86th Street in January, 2008, 
at the request of Bay Ridge’s Commu-
nity Board 10, according to District 
Manager Josephine Beckmann. But 
when the mistake was pointed out, 
city workers rewrote history faster 
than you can say, “Is that a Dahlgren 
howitzer or are you just happy to see 
me?”

Dahlgren finally gets full honors on his Ridge street
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After a sharp-eyed tipster sent us the photo on the left, the city re-
placed incorrect signs on a Bay Ridge street that should have been 
named Dahlgren Place — obviously, in honor of John Adolphus 
Bernard Dahlgren, one of America’s greatest ordnance men.

BAM employment fair attracts hundreds
By Gersh Kuntzman  
and Bess Adler
The Brooklyn Paper

 They are the faces of the 
unemployed — your neigh-
bors, your friends, your rel-
atives — and they came, by 
the hundreds, to a job fair 
at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music on Tuesday.
 Most went home empty-
handed. The economy, you 
understand.
 Actually, the job fair, 
which was organized by a 
company called “New York 
New Jersey Employment 
Guide,” was more for em-
ployers than for their would-
be wage slaves.
 “With so many companies 
letting go of highly qualified 
candidates, now is the time 
to hire that ‘A’ list employee 
you have been looking for!!” 
stated the promotional ma-
terial for the job fair, which 
drew such companies as T-
Mobile, the Center for Allied 
Health and Nursing, St. Jo-
seph’s College, the Army Na-
tional Guard, Health Plus and 
New York Life.
 There was even (perhaps 
this was appropriate) a pawn 
broker looking to hire new 

workers.
 “We are hiring 
for all positions,” 
read Gem Pawn 
Brokers’ posting 
on Craigslist be-
fore the job fair. 

“I’m looking for a job 
in construction or elec-
trical work, but all they 
have here are health 
care jobs. So I signed 
up for some health care 
training.”
— Lamech Ben-Israel, 32, 

Bushwick, unemployed 
for one year.
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“I was interested in a 
jeweler position, and I 
also signed up for infor-
mation on the Army Re-
serve. I tried years ago 
to join the Reserve, but 
I didn’t make it.”

 — Eldon Bourne, 29, 
Kensington, unemployed 

since January.
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“I’m looking for any-
thing in the business 
field.”
— Andra Cojac, 26, Sun-

set Park, unemployed for 
two months.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 B

es
s 

A
d

le
r

“I am looking for pretty 
much anything at this 
job fair.”

 — Andy Holloway, 35, 
East New York, unem-

ployed since September.
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“I am looking for pretty 
much everything. I came 
to the fair looking for a 
home health care job.”

— Michelle Reid, 23, 
Queens, unemployed for 

six months.
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The company billed itself, 
proudly, as “New York’s larg-
est pawn broker.”
 At least one possible em-
ployer said the endless pro-
cession of job-seekers was 
a bit depressing.
 “I am seeing a lot of peo-

ple here that have been look-
ing for jobs for a long time,” 
said Ed Schwartz, the direc-
tor of the Manhattan Insti-
tute, which set up a table in 
the BAM Cafe.
 Here’s what potential em-
ployees had to say:
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LOOKING TO ADOPT: A 
Happily married Business 
Owner and Elementary As-
sistant Principal yearn to 
Love and Cherish Your Ba-
by. Expenses Paid. Please 
Call Gina and Vincent @ 
1-800-933-1975

PREGNANT? CONSIDER-
ING ADOPTION? Talk with 
caring agency specializing 
in matching birth mothers 
with families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. 
Call 24/7. Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 
866-910-5610.

WANTED JAPANESE MO-
TORCYCLES KAWASA-
KI,1970-1980, Z1-900, 
KZ900, KZ1000, H2-750, 
H1-500, S1-250, S2-250, 
S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 7 2 - 1 1 4 2 .  
1-310-721-0726

$$$ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH 
NOW!!! Injury Lawsuit drag-
ging? Need $500 - $500,000 
++ within 48/hrs? Low rates. 
Call 1-877-386-3692 
www.casepay.com

Let a "PROVIDER" PAY your 
BILLS! New book tells how. 
Order Direct. Publisher 
1-877-526-6199. www.Love-
ThyProvider.com

NEED A LOAN? All loan 
types available. Helping 
people with credit problems 
since 1991. 1-800-654-1816.

100% Recession Proof! Do 
you earn $800/day? Local 
Vending route. 25 machines 
+ c a n d y . $ 9 , 9 9 5 .  
1 - 8 0 0 - 8 0 7 - 6 4 8 5  
(Void/SD,CT,MD)

$12.00 GUARANTEED for 
every envelope stuffed with 
our sales materials, plus a 
free sign on bonus. FREE 
24hr information. 
1-888-250-8110

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn 
up to $150 daily. Get paid to 
shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

EARN $1000's WEEKLY! 
Mailing Brochures! Weekly 
pay + Bonus. Guaranteed 
opportunity. Start today. 
1-877-801-8172, Code 701

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn 
Income! Assembling CD cas-
es! No experience neces-
sary. Live operators. 
1-800-405-7619, Ext.1602. 
w w w . e a s y w o r k - g r e a t -
pay.com

HONEST INCOME from 
home processing our mort-
gage assistance postcards. 
No advertising. Postage and 
materials provided. Refer-
ences available. No gim-
micks. 877-774-9295

WORK AT HOME: Govern-
ment Jobs. Data entry, cleri-
cal benefits. $12 - $48 hour 
FT/PT. Call 1-888-293-7370

AIRLINES ARE HIRING: Train 
for high paying Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA 
approved program. Financial 
aid if qualified - Housing 
available. Call Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance. 
888-349-5387

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
from home. Medical, Busi-
ness, Paralegal, Computers, 
Criminal Justice. Job place-
ment assistance. Computer 
available. Financial aid if 
qualified. Call 800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com

DIET PILLS, VIAGRA & 
SOMA Visit: PriceBus-
terRx.com or call 
1-800-889-7909 or 
1-888-773-6230. FDA ap-
proved. Phentermine, Cialis, 
Carisoprodol, Fioricet, 
Tramadol & MORE!! Over-
night & Saturday Delivery.

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
FROM HOME, 6-8 Weeks. 
ACCREDITED. Low pay-
ments. FREE Brochure. 
1-800-264-8330 or www.di-
plomafromhome.com

NAME BRAND LAPTOPS. 
Absolutely Free! Get the 
Laptop you Deserve. New! 
Super thin. Super Fast. In-
cludes Free Shipping. Log in 
now! www.FreeLapTop-
Store.com

NAME BRAND LAPTOPS. 
Absolutely Free! Get the 
Laptop you Deserve. New! 
Super thin. Super Fast. In-
cludes Free Shipping. Log in 
now! www.FreeLapTop-
Store.com

ONLINE PHARMACY - Buy 
Soma, Ultram, Fioricet. 
$ 7 1 . 9 9 / 9 0 Q t y . ,
$107/180Qty. INCLUDES 
PRESCRIPTION! $25/cou-
pon. Mention Offer#01A31. 
1-888-620-7679. tri-pharma-
cy.org

QUICK WEIGHT LOSS!! 
Phentermine, Phendimetra-
zine, Adipex Anxiety? Pain? 
Headaches? Xanax, Soma, 
Tramadol, Fioricet. Discount-
ed Prices. 866-652-0390 
www.lowerrx.com

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! 
* - Get a 4-room, all-digital 
satellite system installed for 
FREE and programming 
starting under $20. Free 
Digital Video Recorders to 
new clients. So call now, 
1-800-795-3579

***FREE Foreclosure List-
ings*** OVER 400,000 prop-
erties nationwide. Low down 
payment. Call now 
800-250-2043

SELL/RENT YOUR TIME-
SHARE NOW!! Maintenance 
fees too high? Need Cash? 
Sell your unused timeshare 
today. No commissions or 
broker fees. Free consulta-
tion. www.sellatime-
share.com, 1-888-310-0115

ADOPTION

AUTOMOTIVE

FINANCIAL

INCOME
OPPORTUNITIES

INCOME
OPPORTUNITIES

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

$500! HONDAS & TOYO-
TAS FROM $500! Buy Po-
lice Impounds & Repos! 
Acuras, Nissans, Chevys & 
more from $500! For List-
ings 800-366-0124 ext. 
L215

DONATE YOUR CAR to 
SPECIAL KIDS FUND. Help 
Disabled Children With 
Camp and Education. Non-
Runners OK. Quickest Free 
Towing. Free Cruise/Hotel 
Voucher. Tax Deductible. Call
NOW!! 1-866-448-3254

*Police Impounds for Sale!* 
Honda Civic 2001 only 
$1000! Toyota Camry 1999 
only $900!  Hondas, Toyo-
tas, Nissans & More from 
$500! For Listings 
800-366-0124 ext. L213

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - 
Train for high paying Avia-
tion Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Fi-
nancial aid if qualified -
Housing Available.  CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance (888) 349-5387

Attend College Online from 
Home. *Medical, *Business, 
Paralegal, Computers, 
Criminal Justice. Job place-
ment assist. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if 
qualified. Call 
800-488-0386 www.Centu-
raOnline.com

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast Affordable & Accredit-
ed. FREE Brochure. Call 
NOW! 1-800-532-6546 Ext. 
96 www.continentalacade-
my.com

100% RECESSION PROOF! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? 
Your own local candy route. 
Includes 25 Machines and 
Candy.  All for $9,995. 
800-893-1185 (Void in SD & 
MD)

**2009 POSTAL JOBS!** 
$14 to $59 hour + Full Fed-
eral Benefits. No Experi-
ence Required. NOW HIR-
ING! Green Card OK. 
1-800-913-4384 ext. 95 

$384 DAILY! No experience 
required! Data entry posi-
tions available Now! Inter-
net access needed! Income 
is Guaranteed! Apply today! 
www.datamoney.net

$384 DAILY! No experience 
required! Data entry posi-
tions available Now! Inter-
net access needed! Income 
is Guaranteed! Apply today! 
www.datamembers.com

$600 Weekly Potential$$$ 
Helping The Government 
PT. No Experience, No Sell-
ing. Call: 1-888-213-5225 
Ad Code E. Void in Mary-
land and South Dakota.

**ABLE TO TRAVEL** Hir-
ing 6 people, Free to travel 
all states, resort areas. No 
experience necessary. Paid 
t ra in ing/Transpor ta t ion .  
OVER 18. Start ASAP. 
1-888-921-1999 www.prot-
ekchemical.com

**Are You Making 
$1,500.00 + PER WEEK? 
ALL CASH VENDING! In-
credible Income Opportu-
nity! Snack-soda... Minimum 
$8K To $40K Investment 
Required. Excellent Quality 
Machines. 800-962-9189

$$ ABSOLUTELY EARN 
$500-$3500 POSSIBLE DAI-
LY!! Simply return phone 
calls. NO SELLING. NO 
PRODUCTS. NOT MLM. 
Call Now for more informa-
tion and learn how to get 
started today!! 
1-888-248-1617 www.arich-
plan.com

Attention all college stu-
dents, career changers, ex-
perienced educators and 
paraprofessional's! Find an 
education job in Arizona! 
Register Online at: 
www.teachinaz.com

Be Your Own BOSS! Huge 
Profits! No EXP needed! 
learn How to Buy/Sell Dis-
counted Homes! Get up to 
$8K tax credit on your first 
deal! For More Info & List-
ings 800-935-9058

DATA ENTRY PROCES-
SORS NEEDED! Earn 
$3,500-$5,000 Weekly 
Working from Home! Guar-
anteed paychecks! No Ex-
perience Necessary! Posi-
tions Available Today! Reg-
ister Online Now! www.Da-
taCashNow.com

EARN $1000's Weekly. 
GUARANTEED! Receive 
$12 for every envelop 
stuffed with our sales mate-
rial. Free 24hr Information 
1-866-960-9834 Code 701

Government Jobs- 
$12-48.00/hr.  Full Bene-
fits/Paid Training.  Work 
available In areas like 
Homeland Security, Law En-
forcement, Wildlife & more! 
1-800-320-9353 Ext 2002

Help Wanted Earn Extra In-
come, assembling CD cases 
from home. Start immedi-
ately, No experience neces-
sary. 1-800-405-7619 ext 
1395 www.easywork-great-
pay.com

Mystery Shoppers Needed. 
Earn up to $150 per day. 
Undercover Shoppers 
needed to Judge Retail & 
Dining Establishments Ex-
perience Not Required. Call 
Now 1-877-218-6211

A NEW COMPUTER 
NOW!!!! Brand Name lap-
tops & desktops Bad or NO 
Credit- No Problem Small-
est weekly payments avail. 
Its yours NOW- Call 
800-317-7891

Can't Afford a Washer & 
Dryer? Yes You Can! New - 
Brand Name Washer & 
Dryers - Free! Quantities 
are Limited. Log on Now 
for Details: WWW.WA-
S H E R D R Y E R F R E E O F -
FER.COM

COUGAR DEN CIGAR-
ETTES Offers the Best Pric-
es on the Web! Cartons of 
King Mountain Cigarettes - 
Only $21 Shipping/Han-
dling: 3-6 Cartons $11.55, 
7-9 Cartons $15.15 
w w w. C o u g a r D e n C i g a r -
ettes.com 1-888-566-9355

Email not sending? Printer 
not printing? Can't fix it 
yourself?  Call My Comput-
er Works your personal 
Help Desk.  Fast, safe and 
secure help day or night: 
888-375-8686

MEMORY FOAM Visco 
Mattresses DORMIA! 
T-$279, F-$349, Q-$399, 
K-$499. Adjustable Beds 
Starting from $399. FREE 
Delivery! 25-Year Warranty. 
60-Night Trial. 
1 - 8 0 0 - 5 1 9 - 9 0 3 8 ;  
www.abed.com

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE 
BILL!* Get a 4-Room All-
Digital Satellite system in-
stalled for FREE and pro-
gramming starting under 
$10. FREE DVR and HD Up-
grades for new callers, SO 
CALL NOW. 
1-800-699-7159

Wanted To Buy: DIABETES 
Test Strips: Any Kind/Any 
Brand, Unexpired. Up To 
$16/Box. Shipping Paid. 
1 - 7 1 3 - 3 9 5 - 1 1 0 6  
www.Cash4DiabetesTest-
Strips.com

Cut Prescription Medication 
costs by up to 80%, Thou-
sands of satisfied customers 
keep coming back for bet-
ter prices and better service 
visit meds4less.betterlife-
pharmacy.com or call 
1-866-839-9581

ONLINE PHARMACY Buy 
Soma, Ultram, Fioricet, Pro-
zac, Buspar $71.99/90 
$107/180 Quantities, PRICE 
INCLUDES PRESCRIPTION! 
Over 200 meds $25Coupon 
Mention Offer:#31A31. 
1-866-491-2712. tri-phar-
macy.net

PHENTERMINE, Xanax, 
Carisoprodol and more. 

Doctor Consultation includ-
ed. Shipped FedEx 1-4 

days. www.bestbud-
getrx.com 1-866-683-5744

QUICK WEIGHT LOSS!!!! 
PHENTERMINE- XANAX, 
SOMA, FIORICET, TRAMA-
DOL and more Discounted 
Prescription Drugs. FREE 
Doctors Consultation. 
Shipped FedEx 1-3 days. 
FDA approved meds. 
www.BestForLessRx.com 
1-866-788-4530

3bd 2ba HUD Home only 
$200/mo! 4bd 2ba Home 
only $300/mo! Priced to 
Sell! 1-4bd Foreclosures 
from $10k!  5%dn, 20yrs 
@8%apr! For Listings 
800-366-0142 ext. T253

BUY HUD Homes from 
$199/mo! 4bd 2ba only 
$325/mo! 3bd 2ba only 
$199/mo! More Home from 
$199/mo! 5% dn, 15yrs 
@8% apr! for Listings 
800-366-0142 ext. T252

North Carolina Mountains. 
Warm Winters/ Cool Sum-
mers. E-Z Financing 
Available!! NEW! E-Z Finish 
Log Cabin Shell. 1344 Sq. 
foot/1.7 acres 
$89,900 828-247-9966 code 
45

SELL/RENT YOUR TIME-
SHARE NOW!!! Mainte-
nance fees too high? Need 
Cash? Sell your unused 
timeshare today. No com-
missions or Broker Fees. 
Free Consultation www.sel-
l a t i m e s h a r e . c o m  
1-866-708-3690
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OPPORTUNITIES
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HEALTH
AND FITNESS

REAL ESTATE

Now YOU can vacation like 
a millionaire at top name 
resorts all over the world! 3 
Night/4-day vacations any-
where in the country are 
just $99 Call 800-284-1088

ADOPTION

The Board of Trustees of 
PAVE Academy Charter 
School will meet at 6:45 PM 
on Tuesday, April 7. This 
meeting is open to the pub-
lic and will take place in 
Room 238 of Public School 
15 (located at 71 Sullivan 
Street).

AGENTS
AND BROKERS

APARTMENT FOR RENT
BROOKLYN

L49

Move to a Suburb
even a New Yorker can love

everyone

HOUSES FOR SALE
ELSEWHERE

A20

BuddyOnTheDoor.com

HOUSES FOR SALE
ELSEWHERE

Notice of Formation of Wing 
Wong Assets LLC, a domes-
tic or foreign Limited 
Liability Company (LLC). Ar-
ticles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on January 21, 
2009. NY Office location: 
Kings County, SSNY is desig-
nated as agent upon who 
process against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against 
the LLC service upon 
him/her to C/O the LLC at 
3327 Fulton Street, Brook-
lyn, New York, 11208. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose. 
BP 11-16.

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
3/13/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000216-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, grants me the right 
to: Assume the name of Ma-
ria Soto. My present name is 
Female Soto AKA Maria 
Soto aka Maria Gonzalez. 
My present address is 405 
57th Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11220. My place of birth is 
Brooklyn, NY. My date of 
birth is October 13 1954

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
03/27/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000273-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, grants me the right 
to: Assume the name of 
Moises Sabino. My present 
name is Moises Casiano. My 
present address is 68 Cum-
berland Walk, Apt. 5A, 
Brooklyn, NY 11205. My 
place of birth is Brooklyn 
Hosp., Brooklyn, NY. My 
date of birth is March 06, 
2001.

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
3/13/2009 bearing Index 
Number NC-000255-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, grants me the right 
to: Assume the name of Bat-
yah Rison. My present name 
is Batyahdenise R Rison AKA 
Batyahdenise R. Rison a/k/a 
Batyah D. Rison a/k/a Batyah 
Chassiyah Rison a/k/a Batyah 
Rison f/k/a Denise Adele 
Rogers. My present address 
is 645 East 26th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11210. My 
place of birth is Brooklyn, 
New York. My date of birth 
is June 19, 1955.

Notice of sale. Supreme 
Court, County of Kings. 
U.S. Bank National Associa-
tion, as Trustee for the 
Structured Asset Invest-
ment Loan Trust, 2006-4, 
Plaintiff, vs. Donald Haynes, 
et al, Defendant. Pursuant 
to a judgment of foreclo-
sure and sale duly dated 
6/5/2008, I, the under-
signed Referee will sell at 
public auction at the Kings 
County Courthouse, Room 
274, 360 Adams Street, 
Brooklyn, County of Kings, 
New York on 4/30/2009 at 
3 pm premises known as 
219 Spencer Street, Brook-
lyn, NY 11205. All that cer-
tain plot piece or parcel of 
land, with the buildings and 
improvements thereon 
erected, situate, lying and 
being in the New York City, 
Borough of Brooklyn, 
County of Kings and State 
of New York Section, Block 
and Lot: Block 1763 Lot 5. 
Approximate amount of 
judgment $619,112.08 plus 
interest and costs. Premises 
will be sold subject to pro-
visions of filed Judgment 
Index #9808/2007. Edward 
M. Rappaport, Esq., Refer-
ee, Shapiro & DiCaro, LLP, 
Attorney for Plaintiff, 250 
Mile Crossing Boulevard, 
Rochester, NY, 14624. Dat-
ed: 3/19/2009.

ATTORNEYS

?
ATTORNEYS

C14

ATTORNEYS

Advertising
That Works!

Call Our Classifeds
718-260-2588

A13

Childcare
Housekeeping

Companionship

CHILDCARE ENTERTAINMENT

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Federal stimulus money is roll-
ing towards the city, and Mayor 
Bloomberg wants to use the cash 
to put 11 Brooklyn infrastructure 
projects in motion.
 With $261 million of federal 
transportation funding from the 
so-called “American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act” headed to 
New York City, Hizzoner said on 
Monday that he intends to com-
plete major shovel-ready projects 
— including long-planned renova-
tions of the Brooklyn Bridge — 
while redeploying the city money 
that had been allotted for the jobs 
to other infrastructure projects.
 “The federal stimulus dollars 
mean that we can [do] projects 
that would have been on the chop-
ping block — putting thousands 
of people to work and rebuilding 
our infrastructure,” the mayor said 
at a March 30 press conference at 

the foot of the Greenpoint Avenue 
Bridge, which is on track to receive 
$6 million from the stimulus pack-
age for renovations. 
 The federal money will also 
go towards Brooklyn projects in-
cluding the $47.2-million renova-
tion and repainting of the Brook-
lyn Bridge.
 Meanwhile, Bloomberg hopes 
to direct some of the unused city 
money that would have funded the 
Brooklyn Bridge, Greenpoint Av-
enue Bridge, and other projects to-
wards a 25-project wish list that 
might have been shelved due to the 
economy:
 • The $23-million Flatbush Ave-
nue streetscape improvement, which 
will add new lights, pedestrian 
crosswalk refuges, a landscaped 
median, and sewer upgrades be-
tween Tillary Street and Hanson 
Place.
 • The $15-million reconstruc-
tion of deteriorated roadways and 

sidewalks in Greenpoint on Nas-
sau Avenue from Bedford Avenue 
to Apollo Street and Monitor Street 
from Greenpoint Avenue to Nas-
sau Avenue.
 • The $15-million fix of the crum-
bling Coney Island Boardwalk.
 • The $12-million reconstruc-
tion of Eastern Parkway between 
Grand Army Plaza and Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect Heights. 
 • The $7.1-rehab of Fulton Street 
from Classon Avenue to Lewis Av-
enue in Bedford-Stuyvesant with 
new sidewalks, curbs and street 
lights.
 “Some of [these projects], actu-
ally, would not have gotten done” 
without the federal stimulus pack-
age, Bloomberg said.
 Also on hand — and looking 
surprisingly cozy with the mayor 
— at the press conference was for-
mer (and future?) challenger, Rep. 
Anthony Weiner (D–Sheepshead 
Bay).

Mayor Bloomberg and Rep. An-
thony Weiner shared a stage in 
Greenpoint on Monday.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The homeless, floating symbol of Red Hook’s once-
thriving maritime past, the tanker Mary Whalen, will 
get a permanent home near the neighborhood’s con-
tainer port and cruise ship terminal, city officials 
have revealed. 
 The Mary Whalen, a retired oil tanker converted 
into the headquarters of the PortSide NY organi-
zation, has secured a position on Pier 11, a site just 
south of the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel that the city 
is developing with a beer distributing company, a 
Governors Island ferry berth, and a dock for ferries 
and workboats.
 “We’ve been very compromised by the lack of a 
permanent home,” said Carolina Salguero, the di-
rector of PortSide. 
 The Mary Whalen has been stationed nearby in 
the Red Hook container port, but because it’s an ac-
tive shipping port, there are federal security regu-
lations that prevent the vessel from having regular 
hours or events that are open to the public. 
 PortSide is nautical by nature and its vessel is 
educational, but practical, too; the group will teach 
classes that prepare students for work in the mer-
chant marines, for instance.  
 The city burst a gasket to voice its support for 
PortSide. 
 “They offer nearly everything we want to do in a 
cultural [venue] — provide access to the water, edu-
cational events and job training to the working mar-
itime,” said Janel Patterson, a spokeswoman for the 
Economic Development Corporation. 
 Salguero said her group might move into Pier 11, 
known as the Atlantic Basin, by this summer, but cau-
tioned that it will take time before the group thrives. 
 “The moment you have a garden doesn’t mean 
it’s in bloom,” she said. 
 The deal for PortSide is part of the Economic 
Development Corporation’s larger plans for the un-
used dock. In December, the agency revealed it had 
reached a deal with Phoenix Beverages, a major im-
porting company, to relocate about 500 jobs to Red 
Hook from Long Island City. 
 The company will also have some space on Pier 
7, near Atlantic Avenue. 
 Residents have expressed disapproval about the 
100 trucks expected to depart daily from Phoenix’s 
site, though there has also been a sentiment that the 
city should preserve the working waterfront.
 “Putting Phoenix Beverages there yields overall 
environmental and economic benefits, but there’s no 
benefit to the neighboring communities,” said Jeff 
Strabone, chair of the Economic and Waterfront De-
velopment Committee of Community Board 6.

Now docking 
in Red Hook: 
Mary Whalen

Volunteers from PortSideNY recently helped 
scrub and restore the engine on the tanker, 
Mary A. Whalen,
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Councilman David Yassky is more of a lover 
than a fighter — but he was willing to pose 
with boxer Yuri Foreman at a press confer-
ence announcing a free writing program for 
boxers at Gleason’s Gym.
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Chanel wallet, which con-
tained her IDs, credit cards 
and cellphone.
 • An armed bad guy with 
a black bandana over his 
face held up a 23-year-old in 
a March 27 gunpoint mug-
ging.
 The crook — who ar-
rived on a bicycle — con-
fronted the victim on Broad-
way between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street at around 
8:20 pm and pulled out the 
heater.
 “Give me your whole 
purse,” the crook de-
manded.
 When the victim fum-
bled with her bag, the crook 
threatened her life.
 “Give me your purse — 
I’m going to shoot you,” he 
threatened.
 The woman handed over 
the bag — which contained 
a passport and a Social Se-
curity card — and the thug 
pedaled away.

Pint-sized perp
 Cops nabbed a knife-
wielding 15-year-old for 
stealing an 11-year-old’s 
cellphone on March 25.
 The suspect approached 
the victim at the corner of 
Broadway and Union Av-
enue at around 3 pm and 
revealed a silver blade.
 The victim forked over 
his Sidekick cellphone, but 
cops later locked up a teen-
aged suspect. 

Moore St. mug
 Cops nabbed a would-be 
mugger suspected of slug-
ging a 34-year-old woman 
in the face while attempting 
to grab her purse on March 
27.
 The crook tried to grab 
the victim’s bag at around 
9 pm on Moore Street be-
tween Leonard Street and 
Manhattan Avenue — but 
police were able to lock up 
a suspect later that night.
 — Ben Muessig

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Hammer head
 Police locked up a 
45-year-old fiend after he 
repeatedly bashed another 
man in the back of the head 
with a hammer at the corner 
of Ashland Place and Myr-
tle Avenue on March 27. 
 The victim, 51, lost con-
sciousness and suffered lac-
erations from the whacks to 
the cranium at 12:14 pm. 
He was taken to Long Is-
land College Hospital for 
treatment. 

Take the lunge
 A knife-wielding maniac 
on Hall Street stabbed and 
mugged a woman on March 
28.
 The attack, which re-
sulted in a “small lacera-
tion” to the victim’s stom-
ach according to police 
reports, took place at 5:42 
am between Willoughby 
and DeKalb avenues. Ac-
cording to the woman, the 
man brandished the blade 
and said, “Don’t scream or 
I’ll cut you.” But he wasn’t a 
man of his word because he 
immediately lunged and cut 
the woman with the shiv.
 He then slashed the strap 
on her purse and ran off 
with the pocketbook, con-
taining a Blackberry, $15 
and her passport. 

Cats and dogs
 A man and woman were 
arrested for assaulting a po-
lice officer inside the Daf-
fy’s department store on 
Flatbush Avenue on March 
29. 
 The troubles began at 
2 pm when the man, 22, 
and the woman, 24, tried 
to bring a cat and dog into 
one of the other stores in 
the Bruce Ratner-run At-
lantic Terminal Mall.
 A security guard blocked 
them, so the couple scur-
ried off with their critters 
to Daffy’s. A police officer 
followed them there, but a 
dispute arose, and the offi-
cer, a 35-year-old woman, 
received a laceration to her 
finger in the scuffling prior 
to arresting the animal lov-
ers. 

Knock-around
 A hood mugged a 33-year-
old man by knocking him 
to the ground at the corner 
of Willoughby Avenue and 
Washington Park on March 

23. 
 The victim, who was at-
tacked from behind at 8:46 
pm, told police that the ruf-
fian stole his iPod. 

Phantom strike
 A burglar mysteriously 
broke into a Clinton Avenue 
apartment between March 
25 and 26.
 There were no signs of 
how the intruder entered 
the residence between Myr-
tle and Lafayette avenues 
while the victim, a 42-year-
old woman, was out from 
2 am on March 25 until 7 
am the next day. 
 She reported losing 
multiple earrings, neck-
laces, bracelets and rings, 
an iPod and $360. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Earth-shaking!
 Geological goons heisted 
monitoring equipment that 
studies the earth’s vibra-
tions on Kingsland Ave-
nue on March 26.
 The seismic scammers 
made off with the costly “In-
stantel Minimate Plus” ma-
chine — valued at $5,000 
by police — from its spot 
near the corner of Green-
point Avenue between 2:30 
pm and 3 pm.

Cham-pain
 Punch-drunk perps ran-
sacked a Berry Street apart-
ment on March 24 and es-
caped with the resident’s 
laptop, iPod, cash — and 
champagne.
 The crooks got into the 
apartment, which is be-
tween North Ninth and 
North 10th streets, be-
tween 8:20 am and 2 pm 
and made off the 32-year-
old victim’s valuables.

Nightmare
 Burglars pilfered a 
Greenpoint Avenue apart-
ment early on March 26 — 
while the 27-year-old resi-
dent was asleep.
 The crooks got into the 
apartment between 12:30 
am and 3:30 am — when 
the victim awoke and re-
alized that his iPod, lap-
top, Nintendo Wii, Playsta-
tion and credit cards were 
gone. The thieves got into 
the apartment, which is be-
tween Franklin Street and 
Manhattan Avenue, either 
through an unlocked front 
door or an unlocked fire es-
cape window, cops said.

Laptop snatch
 Crooks grabbed a Mac 
laptop from a Greenpoint 
Avenue business overnight 
on March 22.
 The burglars got into the 
business between 1:30 pm 
and 7 am the next morning 
and used keys to unlock an 
office containing the 15-
inch MacBook. The thieves 
did not snatch another lap-
top that was left the office, 
which is at the corner of 
North Henry Street.
 — Ben Muessig

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Teen beaten
 Two men beat and robbed 
a teenage girl as she walked 
down 85th Street on March 
25.
 The 19-year-old victim 
told police she was at the 
corner of Colonial Road 
at around 3 pm when the 
thugs came up behind her 
and began pulling on her 
shirt collar. The suspects 
then punched her in the 
head several times.
 The victim fell to the 
ground, and the men 
grabbed her cellphone and 
a $30 pair of earrings be-
fore running away.

Hi-tech heist
 Someone stole $1,500 
worth of electronics from a 
car parked on Fort Hamilton 
Parkway on March 28.
 The 40-year-old victim 
told cops he parked his 2003 
red Saturn in front of his 
home, between 76th and 
77th streets, in the morn-
ing. When he went to use 
the car at around 7:30 pm, 
he realized someone had 
smashed a passenger-side 
window and grabbed an 
overhead projector and an 
electronic navigation sys-
tem from inside.
 — Emily Lavin

Continued from page 4
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MOVERS-SUPPLIES

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 On the eve of next Satur-
day’s memorial service for 
blogger Robert Guskind, the 
late journalist’s family re-
leased a list charities and is 
asking for donations in Gus-
kind’s name.
 Guskind (pictured) was 
found dead in his apart-
ment on March 4 of an ap-
parent drug overdose. He was 
cremated after a private fu-
neral ceremony at Green-
Wood Cemetery, but the 
public can mourn him on 
April 4 at the Brooklyn Ly-
ceum in Park Slope, accord-
ing to the blogger’s still-oper-
ating Gowanus Lounge Web 
site.
 On Thursday, the family 
asked that in lieu of flowers, 
fans and mourners make do-

rescued, injured and ill an-
imals for owners, zoos and 
shelters.
 • The Coney Island History 
Project, whose name says it 
all. There is a link on the 
group’s donation Web site 
to a memorial fund in Gus-
kind’s name.
 • Greenpoint Reformed 
Church’s soup kitchen, 
which serves hundreds of 
needy people every week.
 Guskind’s death has been 
lamented throughout the blo-
gosphere and in The Brook-
lyn Paper, where he was an 
occasional contributor.
 Robert Guskind memo-
rial service, April 4 from 2 
to 5 pm at the Brooklyn Ly-
ceum (Fourth Avenue be-
tween Union and President 
streets in Park Slope). To 
RSVP, go to http://tinyurl.
com/guskind-rsvp.

nations to four groups:
 • Empty Cages Collective, 
an animal and environmen-
tal advocacy group.
 • Sean Casey Animal Res-
cue, which takes in strays, 
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