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Vanessa Francis and Matthew Solly were married at St. Charles Borromeo Church in Brooklyn Heights on Saturday — then 
promptly gave 4 train riders a thrill as the entire wedding party hopped a Manhattan-bound train. 
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Police cracked down on rule-breaking bicy-
clists in Fort Greene and Clinton Hill last Friday, 
issuing tickets for running red lights and then 
slapping offenders with additional summonses 
for minor infractions, including one bicyclist 

Issue $120 red-light tickets

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

who didn’t have 
a bell.
 The drag-
net snared 36 
bicyclists on 
the popular 
DeKalb Ave-

nue bike lane that links the two neighborhoods 
with Downtown Brooklyn.
 Bikers protested that they’re being prose-
cuted for victimless crimes.
 “I admit the red light was a red light,” said 
Gideon Levy who was busted on DeKalb Av-
enue near the police precinct building at Clas-
son Avenue. “But when I go through red lights, 
I always look to see if pedestrians and cars are 
coming. There should be a similar attitude as 

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Brooklyn’s largest historic dis-
trict would triple in size — and 
become the biggest in the city — 
under a proposal unveiled last 
week by a Park Slope commu-
nity group.
 The Park Slope Civic Council 
is aiming to expand the neigh-
borhood’s 1,975-building his-
toric district to include more 
than 5,000 structures that con-
stitute nearly the entire neighbor-
hood bounded by Prospect Park 
West, Flatbush Avenue, Fifth Av-
enue and 15th Street.
 “The Civic Council recognizes 
the historical and architectural sig-
nificance of the entire Park Slope 
neighborhood and seeks to forever 
preserve its unique character and 
sense of place,” said the group’s res-
olution, which was approved unan-
imously last Thursday night.

 The plan, a decade in the mak-
ing, calls upon the city’s Land-
marks Preservation Commission 
to expand the existing historic dis-
trict — which includes the east-
ern part of the neighborhood be-
tween Park Place and 14th Street 
— in three phases, first with a 
swath of 1,350 buildings bound by 
Flatbush Avenue, Prospect Park 
West, 15th Street, Seventh Ave-
nue, and sections of Union Street 
and Fifth Avenue.
 The first stage also calls for 
investigating landmarking all of 
the buildings on Prospect Park 
West, Plaza Street, and Flatbush 
Avenue east of Sixth Avenue that 
were omitted from the historic dis-
trict enacted by the city in 1973.
 After the Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission investigates 
the first phase — a process that 
insiders estimate could take two 

Planners: Let’s make history in Park Slope
Civic group would triple the nabe’s landmark zone

The Park Slope Civic Council wants to greatly expand the neighborhood’s historic district, a move that would protect genuinely historic structures, 
but also include plenty of run-of-the-mill properties.
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See HISTORY on page 13

See TICKETS on page 15

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The so-called Avenue of Death 
and Destruction is still living up 
to at least part of its name.
 An astounding nine crashes 
were reported at the problem in-
tersection of Atlantic Avenue and 
Hoyt Street between April 1 and 
May 4 — the same corner where 
a bystander was killed in Oc-

tober, 2006, after two cars col-
lided. 
 “It’s really troubling to think 
about this treacherous spot,” said 
Margaret Cusack, president of 
the Hoyt Street Association. “I 
do not walk at that corner be-
cause I don’t trust it.” 
 Some of the smash-ups sent 
automobiles careening onto the 
sidewalk — a harrowing sight 

— but no bystanders were injured 
in the latest crashes, and there 
have been no fatalities among 
drivers or passengers either, 
according to the Department 
of Transportation. 
 The agency said that it is an-
alyzing the accident reports and 
did not yet have an explanation for 
the burst of collisions — though 

Atlantic Avenue still crazy unsafe
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The Brooklyn Papers

The “Avenue of Death” is even
more violent than we’d imagined.

Two weeks ago, we reported that
there were 123 accidents, including
three fatalities, along Atlantic Avenue
from the river to Flatbush Avenue.

But there were actually 583 crashes.
Why the discrepancy?

The original story was based on sta-
tistics provided by the Department of
Transportation, which chose not to tell
us about accidents without injuries or
with less than $1,000 in reported dam-
age to the cars involved.

But the NYPD provided us with statis-
tics on all the accidents — right down to
minor fender-benders — on the notorious
strip that saw two fatalities in October.

No wonder they’re called “New
York’s Finest.”

A DOT spokesman claimed that he
had not willfully withheld information
from The Papers.

“It is our policy to only release ‘re-
ported’ accidents,” said the spokesman,
Craig Chin, using the bureaucratic term
for “over $1,000” accidents or acci-
dents with an injury.

“We do not routinely give out the
‘non-reported’ accident numbers,” he
said.

The new numbers, while horrifying,
were a relief to local activists.

“We always said there were more ac-
cidents than they indicated,” said Sandy
Balboza of the Atlantic Avenue Better-
ment Association. “Now we have the
proof.” — Gersh Kuntzman

Police provide real statistics for Atlantic Avenue crashes
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 State officials revealed on 
Tuesday night that a colossal 
renovation of the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway won’t 
likely begin until 2020 — 
nearly 30 years beyond the 
roadway’s original lifespan.
 The shocking announcement 
came as the state Department 
of Transportation told Com-
munity Board 2 that repairs 
to the deteriorating 1-1/2-mile 
triple cantilever stretch under 
the Brooklyn Heights Prome-
nade wouldn’t start until 2020, 
two years after the 2018 launch 
it announced last fall.
 That part of the roadway 
was built in 1949 to last just 
40 years — though Peter King, 
the state director of the BQE 
project, said it is still “safe.”
 Later, he said that the road 
still has a “10- to 15-year 

 “Hopefully, we didn’t lose 
two years,” said King. “It’s very 
difficult to be exact.”
 He cited the “smooth” 10-
year planning process to re-
build the Kosciuszko Bridge 
in Greenpoint as an example 
of the endurance required in 
monumental infrastructure 
projects. 
 Referencing Winston 
Churchill, King said: “We 
may be at the end of the be-
ginning.”
 Besides simply replacing the 
failing interstate, King told the 
audience at NYU-Polytechnic 
Institute in Downtown that the 
project would try to improve 
some of the glaring problems 
motorists have experienced for 
years, like:
 • narrow lanes.
 • no shoulder.
 • near constant traffic.

window” before it declines 
steeply.
 But 2020 — the shaky new 
start date for the reconstruc-
tion — is 11 years away.
 Locals seemed nervous 
about any delays on fixing 
the decrepit roadway.
 “How did we lose two 
years?” John Dew, chairman 
of Community Board 2, asked 
at the meeting.
 Officials explained the delay 
simply: the project to rebuild 
the highway between Sands 
Street and Atlantic Avenue is 
awfully complex.
 The roadway includes 21 
bridges, crosses five subway 
tunnels, wraps around densely 
populated neighborhoods, abuts 
the proposed Brooklyn Bridge 
Park and carries 140,000 vehi-
cles a day. As such, it’s impos-
sible to pinpoint a start date at 
this time.

More delays on the BQE
State says repairs won’t start until 2020

The cantilevered section of the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway.
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Cleaning the
Gowanus

DAYS UNTIL CLOSE OF  
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

SUPERFUND 
COUNTDOWN

(As of Friday, May 15)

 The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy has extended the public-comment 
period regarding its proposal to des-
ignate the Gowanus Canal as a federal 
Superfund site to July 8. To submit 
your comment, visit www.epa.gov/ 
superfund/sites/npl/pubcom.htm.

55

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The proposed federal clean-up of 
the Gowanus Canal would not cor-
rect the deficiencies of the aging city 
sewer system that dumps untreated 
sewage into the foul waterway each 
year, a top-ranking official in the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
told The Brooklyn Paper.
 At the same time, the feds also cast 
new doubt on Mayor Bloomberg’s 
alternative to the Superfund clean-
up hours before officials from the 
mayor’s office presented their coun-
ter position at a civic meeting on 
Monday night in Carroll Gardens. 
 The EPA, which is evaluating a 
state request to place the canal on 
the Superfund list, told The Brook-
lyn Paper that it’s focused on remov-
ing the toxic sediments on the floor 
of the canal and not solving the big-
ger problem: preventing 300 mil-
lions of gallons raw human waste 

overflows into the nearest body of 
water — are the state’s responsibil-
ity.
 That said, Mugdan said the EPA 
would fix the sewers as part of its 
Superfund effort if they prove to be 
a significant source of toxins like 
the PCBs found on the bottom of the 
Gowanus — though he said that it 
is unlikely that PCBs and dioxins 
are caused by the sewage.
 The revelation helps clarify persis-
tent questions about the goals — and 
the likely success — of the federal 
Superfund remediation, a lengthy 

that pours into the Gowanus every 
year after heavy rainfalls.
 “It doesn’t have anything to do 
with the problem that the Super-
fund is looking at — which is the 
legacy of 150 years of industrial ac-
tivity there in the muck,” said Wal-
ter Mugdan, who directs the EPA’s 
Superfund program in New York.
 Mugdan said his agency’s primary 
objective is to dredge PCBs, dioxin 
and coal tars, and seal off continuing 
pollution that leeches into the 1.8-
mile canal from toxic sites on the 
banks — work that Mugdan “guess-
timates” would cost $300 million to 
$400 million, some of it paid for by 

Bicyclists typically run the red light on 
Dekalb Avenue and Carlton Street.
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the heirs of compa-
nies that caused the 
pollution in the first 
place. 
 So-called “wa-
ter quality” issues 
— like the city’s 
failed system of 
dumping sewer 

Jeff Samaha, owner of Pierre’s in Windsor Terrace, was robbed at gunpoint.
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for The Brooklyn Paper

 A gang of armed rob-
bers has been hitting Wind-
sor Terrace hard, holding 
up neighborhood bodegas 
and getting away with lots 

of cash — but one of their 
victims is daring them to 
come back.
 “I’m not afraid — I’ll 
get this son of a bitch,” said 
Jeff Samaha, the manager 

of Pierre’s Deli 2, a grocery 
store on the corner of 10th 
Avenue and 16th Street that 
was robbed by two gunmen 
on May 5.

Shopkeeper puts criminals on notice

See DELAYS on page 2

See CRASH on page 11

See CANAL on page 13 See DARE on page 15
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 • a high accident rate.
 It’s too soon to estimate the project’s cost, but the fed-
eral government and state would shoulder the astronomical 
price tag. Under existing arrangements, Washington pro-
vides 80 percent of the funding and the state ponies up 20 
percent. 
 Another public session is scheduled for June 22, when 
the public can voice its concerns or make suggestions about 
rebuilding the BQE to the state.
 Brooklyn Heights residents will no doubt share fears that 
BQE traffic will be diverted through their residential neigh-
borhood when the repairs finally get underway. And plan-
ners of Brooklyn Bridge Park, who say their project will 
be mostly built by 2020, will want to protect their property 
from a detour, too.
 The state Department of Transportation scoping hear-
ing will be June 22 at NYU-Polytechnic Institute [5 Metro-
tech Center, corner of Jay Street and Myrtle Avenue in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 482-4526], time is to be deter-
mined.

Happy Memorial Day!

FEATURING G.E., FRIEDRICH, & WESTPOINTE
(Photos for illustration; brands subject to change)

AIR CONDITIONERS
FOR ANY SIZE ROOM

Celebrate
  SummerCelebrate
  Summer

5,000 BTU
for a small room

8,000 BTU
for a medium room

12,000 BTU
for a large room

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn

Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5
Over 30 Years in Business

Featuring Home Delivery within Brooklyn

AMERICAN
HOUSEWARES

SAVE 15% on any NEW AIR CONDITIONER
 WITH THIS AD THRU MAY 25TH

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

 
NY Times 

Fri @ 7
Sat @ 3&7
Sun @ 3

$20 Adults
$10 Kids
51 North 1st Street, Brookyn, NY 11211
tix : 212-352-3101  or www.streb.org

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER! SUMMER’S HERE AND WE’VE 
GOT AWESOME CAMPS FOR 
KIDS AND YOUR VALUE PASS 
TO SUMMER FUN!

Come to our Open House this 
Saturday, May 16, 10am - 3pm

YMCA Branches

Bedford-Stuyvesant (Bedford & Monroe) 
(718) 789-1497

Dodge (Atlantic Ave. at Court St.)  
(718) 625-3136

Flatbush (near Brooklyn College)  
(718) 469-8100

Greenpoint (Meserole Ave. off Manhattan)
(718) 389-3700

N. Brooklyn (across from Highland Park)
(718) 277-1600

Prospect Park (9th St., Park Slope) 
(718) 768-7100

...AND OUR SLEEPAWAY CAMPS
New York YMCA Camp (Huguenot, NY)
(845) 858-2200   

Visit ymcanyc.org or call (212) 630-YMCA for more information.

SOME KIDS JUST CAN’T
WAIT FOR YMCA CAMP.

CAN YOURS?
45 day camps. 2 sleepaway camps. One YMCA.

Come In. Be Cool.
We’ve got your Value Pass to Summer Fun! 
Just $200 for an adult, or $275 for the whole family!

Ask about our Summer Membership Special and get connected with Y Personal Fitness!
This offer is valid on new memberships at YMCA of Greater New York locations only. The offer runs from May 16, 2009, to June 29, 2009.  “Summer Member-
ships” are valid from date of registration through September 7, 2009; Family Membership includes 1 or 2 adults with children under 18 years of age all living 
in the same household; must be paid in full at time of registration; cannot be combined with any other offer; and are non-transferable.  Valid photo ID is 
required. Flatbush YMCA does not offer a swimming pool. Branch pool rules and regulations apply.

By Thomas Tracy
Community Newspaper Group

 Heroic NYPD officer 
Susan Porcello won’t be an 
“America’s Most Wanted” 
all-star after all — but she 
doesn’t care anyway.
 “It’s all well and good,” 
said Porcello, who got on the 
radar screen of the popular 
TV crime show after she be-
friended an ailing World War 
II veteran and then paid for 
his funeral out of her own 
pocket.
 “I’d do what I did again 
in a heartbeat,” she said.
 What she did was truly 
above and beyond the call 
of duty.
 Last July, Porcello was 
dispatched to Gasper Mus-
so’s Marine Avenue home af-
ter a 911 call reported him 
ill from an overdose of his 
medication.
 Paramedics arrived and 
began treatment on the di-
abetic Musso, but Porcello 
focussed on the man’s emo-
tional wounds.
 Learning that he had no 
family or friends, Porcello 
stood by her new “grandpa,” 
visiting him regularly and 
helping him connect to other 
area seniors. Later, Porcello 
helped get him an apartment 
in a senior-citizen facility.
 Most important, she was 
right there when the 84-year-
old died in November, ensur-
ing that his final wish of be-
ing buried next to his mother 
was honored.

Bay Ridge officer loses TV show all-star vote

 She used her own money 
to pay for a funeral at St. 
Patrick’s Church befitting 
a World War II vet — who 
fought in the Marianas Is-
lands in 1944.
 “No way was I going to 
let this brave old Marine … 
get buried in Potter’s Field,” 
she told the Daily News last 
year.
 Porcello arranged for a 
Marine Corps color guard, 
and even paid for a wake at 
McLaughlin’s on Third Av-
enue.
 “She went above and be-
yond,” said Deputy Inspec-
tor Eric Rodriguez, her com-
manding officer at the 68th 
Precinct. “We’re always say-
ing that the community is an 
extension of our family and 
she proved it. “For her to take 
this step not only gave an area 
resident the respect and dig-
nity he deserved, but gave a 
lot of the veterans hope that 
they’re not being forgotten.”

 Maybe in Bay Ridge, but 
not with voters nationwide, 
who ended up making Por-
cello third to the eventual 

winner, Det. William Weigt 
of Peria, Ariz. Weigt’s story 
differs from Porcello’s in that 
he was paralyzed from the 

chest down after a drug-re-
lated shooting in 2005, ac-
cording to the “America’s 
Most Wanted” Web site.

PO Susan Porcello
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Continued from page 1

BQE…
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FREE Apple Diagnostic!

TWO FOR THE POT
200 CLINTON ST. AT ATLANTIC AVE. 7188558173

MIXOLOGICAL 
EXPERTISE

is something people have come to expect 
from us over the decades ... in our custom 
blended coffees and teas, in our herb and 

spice mixtures. In furtherance of our (and 
your) mixological credentials, we will  

soon be offering an array of hard-to-find 
cocktail bitters. Cheers, indeed!

Find hidden treasure in Brooklyn at the

Park Slope
Flea Market

PS 321 School Yard
Seventh Avenue (bet. 1st & 2nd Sts.)

(weather permitting)

93 Montague St. (at Hicks St.),  Brooklyn Heights
718-802-0900
Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday: 10am to 3 pm

The UPS Store®

Get a mailbox 
with benefits

125 Livingston Street
Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 625-9893

OPEN 7 DAYS: 11am-11pm
Fast, Free Delivery to:

Brooklyn Heights, Carroll Gardens,
DUMBO, Metrotech, Cobble Hill

Featuring: 
Japanese,
Chinese, 
and Thai

RESTAURANT

718 625 6800  T
718 625 0669  F

www.rollingpress.com

an environmentally-friendly
boutique print house

We Print Stuff

100% Recycled
& FSC Papers

Vegetable Inks
with Low VOCs

Chemical-Free 
CTP Production

Printed with
Wind Power

Brochures

Postcards

Catalogs

Magazines

Marketing
Collateral

Etc.

Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

476 Myrtle Avenue
between Washington Ave. & Hall St.

Dr. Pamella Dendtler
Dr. Monica Johnson

CLINIC HOURS:

Our services 
include:

TWO TREES

111 FRONT ST., STE. 214
www.safetgallery.com

RW WORK, LTD – 
ROBERT WILSON
111 FRONT ST., STE. 216
www.robertwilson.com

55 WASHINGTON ST., STE. 504
www.snorribros.com

111 FRONT ST., STE. 212
www.farmanigallery.com

K L O M P C H I N G
G A L L E R Y
111 FRONT ST., STE. 206
www.klompching.com

37 MAIN ST.
www.powerhousearena.com

111 FRONT ST., STE. 208
www.umbragebooks.com
www.speaktruth.org

20 JAY ST., STE. 1100
www.pochronstudios.com

45 MAIN ST., STE. 515
www.lvarepresents.com

37 MAIN ST.
www.powerhousebooks.com

55 WASHINGTON ST., STE. 420
www.mediastorm.org

55 PEARL ST.
www.rghlighting.com

HG
Henry Gr e g g  Gallery

111 FRONT ST., STE. 226
www.henrygregggallery.com

www.no-frames.com

Digital Ar ts Studio Program 

20 JAY ST., STE. 5B
www.pratt.edu

20 JAY ST., STE. 848
www.alamy.com

33 WASHINGTON ST.
www.rabbitholestudio.com

68 JAY ST., #310
www.ghgphotos.com

718-596-0688
718-596-0677

  718-596-1532 
718-596-0664

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

FAMILY CAR SERVICE
- RADIO DISPATCH -
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

24 HOURS

✰ ✰

718-596-1248

BOO278

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/30/2009

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/30/2009

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/30/2009

$877
$13
Value
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CAR WASH

7TH AVENUE

18
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AUTO 
SPA

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

All major credit cards accepted
Gift certificates available

Spring cleaning all year round!

By Ben Muessig
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Drivers, neighbors and mer-
chants who are forking over 
handfuls of quarters to pay 
the newly increased parking 
meter rates during peak hours 
on Fifth and Seventh avenues 
say the city’s so-called “Park 
Smart” project isn’t living up 
to its name — because debit 
cards that render change ob-
solete aren’t being sold in the 
neighborhood yet!
 And that’s partly the fault of 
the local businesses — some 
of whom have strongly backed 
the so-called “congestion pric-
ing” for parking spaces, yet 
aren’t selling the cards.
 The prepaid plastic would 
allow drivers to swipe instead 
of using change to pay for 

the tripled meter rates, which 
rose last week from 50¢ to 
$1.50 per hour from noon to 
4 pm.
 That’s an extra four quar-
ters for every 60 minutes — or 
just enough added coinage to 
deplete many Park Slope pig-
gybanks and laundry funds.
 Supporters of the city’s six-
month pilot program said that 
the lack of the convenient pre-
paid parking cards has made 
the experiment more taxing.
 Catherine Bohne, owner 
of the Community Book-
store on Seventh Avenue, 
has been a strong supporter 
of the “Park Smart” proposal 
— which city officials claim 
will free up parking and de-
crease congestion caused by 
drivers circling the neighbor-
hood in search of a space.

New meters take cards 
— that aren’t for sale!

PARK SLOPE

 But she’s not selling the 
digital cards, though she 
admitted that they would 
“make things easier for ev-
erybody.”
 Department of Transpor-
tation spokesman Scott Gas-
tel said that his agency has 
solicited Park Slope venders 
to stock the cards, but has 
found no takers yet.
 To sell the cards, which 

are available in $20 and $50 
increments, businesses have 
to lay out at least $300. The 
businesses do make a small 
profit from the sales, a source 
told The Brooklyn Paper.
 For now, interested driv-
ers can purchase the prepaid 
parking cards online or at the 
Municipal Building in (gasp) 
Lower Manhattan.
     But until Park Slope stores 
start offering the cards, neigh-
borhood drivers will have to 
scrounge for change — lots 
of it.
     “The main problem is the 
quarters,” said Seventh Avenue 
driver Madaline Zebro. “Every 
few weeks, I stop by the bank 
to get a few rolls of quarters 
just to feed these machines! 
It’s really frustrating.”
 Driver Wayne Haynes was 
also annoyed at the “incon-
venience,” as he put it.
 “It’s ridiculous!” Haynes 
said after pulling into a spot 
on Seventh Avenue. “It’s stu-
pid and it’s inconvenient. 
[It’s like] they try to make 
the whole process as diffi-
cult as can be.”

— with Emilia Brock

The expensive parking 
meters accept “Park 
Smart” cards (arrow) 
though they’re not avail-
able!

BOERUM HILL

By Thomas Tracy
Community Newspaper Group

 Finally, Brownstone Brook-
lynites will be able to get their 
rocks off on, well, rocks. 
 The old Daily News garage 
on Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill is being remade into 
Brooklyn Boulders, a rock-
climbing center that will be 
a mountaineer’s Nirvana.
 The off-the-wall business 
venture (pun intended) is ex-
pected to be partially opened 
by the second week of July.
 Lance Pinn said that he and 
his two partners wanted to 
bring rock-climbing to Down-
town Brooklyn, but didn’t 
find an adequate spot until 
they saw the Daily News ga-
rage, a surprisingly cavernous 
building between Degraw and 
Douglass streets, across from 
Thomas Greene Park and the 
Double D public pool.
 “It looks like a 20 foot 

Garage will become climbing center

building [from the outside], 
but there’s an inset inside 
that goes up to 30 feet, five 
inches,” he said.
 Such height will be enough 
to accommodate the center’s 
biggest architectural flour-
ish: a replica of the Brook-

lyn Bridge, suitable for climb-
ing.
 “We love the Brooklyn 
Bridge,” Pinn said. “It’s an 
iconic structure that you can’t 
climb.”
 Rock-climbing walls exist 
in Manhattan and elsewhere in 

Brooklyn, such as at the Avi-
ator Sports complex in Floyd 
Bennett Field or the less-chal-
lenging kid’s rock wall at Pow-
erplay on Third Avenue near 
Eighth Street. Mostly, indoor 
climbers have to settle for a 
single wall or two at a gym.
 As a result, Pinn said he 
was surprised to discover how 
many avid “rockers” there are 
in town.
 “The support from the 
community has been outra-
geous,” he said. “Since we 
started construction, we’ve 
had about 70 people come to 
us right from the neighbor-
hood asking if they can help 
out. There are so many climb-
ing enthusiasts right here.”
 Devotees claim that rock-
climbing is not only good ex-
ercise, but fun for families 
because a good center offers 
climbs of varying degrees of 
difficulty.
 Plus, the obvious: “They 
also make a fun potential 
date venue,” posted a man 
who identified himself only 
as “The Chicken” on Brown-
stoner.com, a Web site. “[Plus], 
you get to assess your date’s 
level of fitness!”

By Evan Gardner
The Brooklyn Paper

 Brooklyn Heights’ own 
Notre Dame is in line for a 
multi-year makeover of Bib-
lical proportions.
 Father James Root of Our 
Lady of Lebanon Catho-
lic Cathedral, which is the 
seat of the country’s entire 
100,000-member Maronite 
Christian community, is help-
ing spearhead a campaign to 
raise funds to restore the 165-
year old edifice on Remsen 
Street.
 “We need about $3 mil-
lion,” said Root, noting that 
the church has not undergone 
any major restoration in re-
cent memory. “The stained 
glass needs to be cleaned, 
the pipe organ needs to be 
rebuilt, and we’d like to in-
stall air conditioning.”
 Root led The Brooklyn Pa-
per on a survey of the build-

age from the bell tower,” said 
Root. “And here’s a piece of 
marble that I am very afraid 
could fall off the wall. The 
sidewalks are also terrible.”
 The Maronite faith dates 
back to early fifth-century 
Lebanon, and its members 
constituted a majority of the 
population of Lebanon until 
the mid-20th century.
 Members of the roughly 
2,000-person congregation 
met last Tuesday night to dis-
cuss fundraising plans, which 
will include seeking dona-
tions from churchgoers and 
a Lebanese food festival on 
May 29–31.
 The work, once it is begun, 
could take three to four years, 
estimates Root, but plans have 
already been set in motion.
 “We’ve started getting 
permits, and an architec-
tural firm has been hired,” 
he said.

ing, proudly showing off 
historical artifacts, such as 
marble tiles from the French 
and Lebanese pavilions at the 
1939 World’s Fair, and mas-
sive bronze medallions taken 
from the 1930s French luxury 

liner Normandie that are pos-
sibly the building’s most rec-
ognizable exterior features.
 But he also interrupted 
himself to point out several 
spots in need of repair.
 “Here’s some water dam-

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Father James Root of the Lebanon Maronite Cath-
olic Cathedral on Remsen Street shows off the 
church’s prized, but badly tarnished, doors.
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Inside walls will be challenging, judging by these 
angled frames.
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Smartmom raises her 
glass to new Slope bar

By Louise Crawford

run with nuisance bars,” she 
concluded.
 About 10 parents added 
their approval. The original 
poster, apparently shamed, 
did not respond publicly 
again.
 Still, the mini-crisis was 
plenty annoying. Heavens to 
Betsy! Can you imagine a res-
taurant that serves wine and 
beer opening near a school 
in New York City?
 Think of the moral fiber 
of those poor children. They 
might see someone drinking 
a glass of wine. Their ten-
der sensibilities could be de-
stroyed forever.
 Smartmom had such a 
negative reaction to the no-
tion of a “Park Slope Tem-
perance League.” She is leery 
of the demonization alcohol 
that has grown out of the cul-
ture of 12-step-programs. 
 Yes, alcoholism is a bad 
thing; it ravages lives and de-
stroys families. But there is 
such thing as responsible 
drinking. A glass of wine 
with dinner is not “The Lost 
Weekend.” 

So let’s be reasonable. 
Bar Toto across the 
street from a school 

is not a public health issue. 
A bar/restaurant is not a crack 
den. For Buddha’s sake, it’s a 
popular local eatery. A bis-
tro. Think steak frites, pa-
ninis, Caesar salad and, yes, 
wine.
 And not every glass of 
wine leads to a raucous frat 
party on the street.
 The man who got his 
knickers in a knot about Bar 
Toto can rest assured. The 
State Liquor Authority has 
regulations about these sorts 
of things. Hard liquor can 

drinking. Back in the 1960s 
and ’70s, Smartmom’s dad 
would have a glass of Scotch 
when he got home from the 
advertising agency (she can 
still hear the tinkling of ice 
cubes). Her mother would join 
him on the white couch in 
the living room with a mix 
of gin and orange juice. 
 It’s not like they got crazy 
drunk or anything. It just 
smoothed out some of the 
sharp edges that accumu-
lated during the day. It was 
her parents way of getting 
some R&R before dinner. 
 On New Year’s Eve 1969, 
Groovy Grandpa let Smart-
mom, Diaper Diva and their 
friend, Best and Oldest, have 
a sip of champagne as the ’60s 
turned into the ’70s. Gag. It 
tasted like medicine.
 They were only 11 years 
old, but Smartmom will 
never forget what fun it was 
to taste a grown-up drink on 
that memorable night — even 
if it was awful. 
 So was Smartmom dam-
aged? 
 Well, everyone knows that 
she’s damaged. But it’s not 
because she was surrounded 
by adults who drank hard li-
quor, or because she played 
bartender and sipped cham-
pagne on New Year’s Eve. 
 For one thing, she never 
developed a drinking prob-
lem. She remembers drink-
ing beer at the West End Bar, 
a defunct jazz club near Co-
lumbia, when she was in high 
school. And there must have 
been alcohol at high school 
parties. When she got to 
college, she used to go to 
a happy hour at a Holiday 
Inn and drink White Rus-
sians with her best friend. 

not be served 
within 200 feet 
of a school, but 
a restaurant can 
get a beer and 
wine license.
 Smartmom is 
living proof that 
it’s not such a big 
deal for the kids 
to see the adults 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

SAT, MAY 16
 Kids two-mile run 

to raise money for the 
Children of Fallen Soldiers 
Fund. $35. St. Bernadette 
School [82nd Street and 
13th Avenue in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 259-4469], 
www.knightsaa.org. 

 Spring Fling. 
Street carnival with petting 
zoo, mini-carousel, crafts 
and more. $20 (all-day 
pass, or pay for activities 

Theater [575 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907-
6189], www.bricktheater.
com. 

 Musical, “Annie.” 
$30–$40 ($15–$20 chil-
d ren). Brooklyn Center 
for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd. at Hillel Place 
in Flatbush, (718) 951-4500], 
www.brooklyncenteronline.
org. 

 Reading with Ayun 
Halliday and Erica S. Perl. 
Free. Word [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383-0096], 
wordbrooklyn.wordpress.
com. 

MON, MAY 18
 Movie, “Babe.” $6.50. 

Cobble Hill Cinemas [265 
Court St. at Butler Street in 
Cobble Hill], bigmoviesfor-
littlekids.blogspot.com. 

WED, MAY 20
 Storytime. $2.50. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

FRI, MAY 22
 Family movie 

night. Free. Moxie Spot 
(see venue info above).

SAT, MAY 23
 

Learn about cheese. 
Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

 “Alad-
din.” See Saturday, May 16. 

 Science fun. See 
Saturday, May 16.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit

• Variety of programs for 
campers ages 3 1/2 to 14                                    

• Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment      

• Stable, talented and commit-
ted leadership team and staff 
who relate well to children                                

• Fabulous elective periods 
for concentration in arts and 
sports     

• Very flexible registration; 
extra long season and 
accomodating hours 

Open house
Satuday, May 16 

339 Eighth Street at Sixth Avenue
Presentations begin at 2pm & 3pm.

PARK SLOPE   •   WINDSOR TERRACE   •   BAY RIDGE

Our Camp

718 788-PSDC (7732)  •  www.parkslopedaycamp.com

• Free morning transpor tation 
from most Brownstone Brooklyn 
neighborhoods    

• Door to door transportation 
available from most other  
Brooklyn locations     

• Established 1992 

Contact Us
For more information,  
call: 718-788-PSDC (7732)  
or visit our website:  
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

Summer 2009

For Tots & Preschool Camp
call Maura Lorenzen or Jaci Israel at:

499-6208
For Elementary & Travel Camp

call Bobbie Finkelstein at:
768-3814 x210

8th Ave. & Garfield Pl. – Park Slope
Children of all faiths and ethnic

backgrounds are welcome!

Summer 2009

Beth Elohim

    TERRIFIC
TWOS

CLASSES
Our popular pre-nursery program
for your toddler, accompanied by 

a parent or caregiver.

      MOVIN’ON
        TRAVEL CAMP

    Five days of trips
Swimming in Temple Pool
Two (3 day) overnights.
Mature, qualified staff

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
for youth entering 9th grade

         PRESCHOOL
         DAY CAMP

Full & Half Day programs, Professional
Staff, Fully equipped classrooms,

Swimming in Temple pool,
Weekly Trips for full day 4 & 5 yr. olds

       ELEMENTARY
        DAY CAMP
Full day program. Recreational &

Instructional swim daily in Temple pool, 
Active outdoor sports, arts & crafts,

nature, gymnastics and music.
Trips twice a week in & around NYC

2 Year 
Olds

3 Years
to

Kindergarten

Entering
Kindergarten

through
4th Grade

Entering
5th through
9th Grade

Day CampsDay Camps

www.congregationbethelohim.org

NEW

A CAMP FOR ALL AGES

763 President St., Park 
Slope, (718) 230-5255

 Randie Bader and 
Gary Seigel

 2.3–5.5

 water play, 
sprinklers, large outdoor 
yard, music & movement, art 
projects.

375 Pearl St., Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 852-1029

 Rachel Webber, 
ext. 248

 8-12

 9 am–3 pm
 8:15 am–6 

pm
 In addition to 

swimming and outdoor play, 
you child can choose to work 
on sculpture, stop-action 
animation, songwriting, 
woodworking, printmaking, 
painting and drawing.

274 Garfield Place, Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3814, ext. 210, 
congregationbethelohim.org

Elementary Division 
 Bobbie Finkelstein

 entering K–4
 9 am–5 pm

 8 am–6 pm
 Swimming (in-

structional and recreational), 
arts and crafts, music, nature, 
sports, gymnastics, circus 
arts, trips 2 days per week

Movin’ On Travel Camp
 Bobbie Finkelstein

 entering grades 5–9
 9 am–5 pm

 8 am–6 pm
 Daily trips, swim-

ming, two 3-day overnights, 
pre-CIT program for kids 
entering grade 9

PS 321, Seventh Avenue Park 
Slope, (718) 768-6419

 Dan Moinester

THE BROOKLYN PAPER’S 2009

Our eight-week program for kids 2 to 10 teaches 
essential kitchen skills and techniques. Kids learn 

how to measure, sift, mix, whip, cut, 
grate and knead, as they prepare 
wholesome and delicious foods from 
around the world.

Classes meet at The Moxie Spot
81 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn Heights
To register, call Jane at  
(718) 797-0029
www.kidscookbrooklyn.com

W hat a bunch of tee-
totalers in Park 
Slope.  That was 

Smartmom’s reaction upon 
hearing that there was a brou-
haha brewing on Park Slope 
Parents list-serve because the 
owner of Bar Toto, a restau-
rant that serves — gasp — 
wine and beer, planned to 
open a new restaurant across 
the street from PS 107 on 
Eighth Avenue.
 It turned out that only one 
person was making noise 
about the restaurant, which 
most everyone else was ea-
gerly looking forward to.
 “I have no children cur-
rently enrolled at 107, how-
ever nor would I want my 
children entering and exit-
ing the building with a bar in 
plain sight,” wrote the man, 
whose name Smartmom is 
concealing only because 
she’s nice.
 The response was swift 
from other parents in the 
group.
 “There are two other bars 
within one block of 107 — 
and I never had to shoo away 
beer-drinking second graders 
from my stoop,” wrote one 
pro-Bar Toto person. “I also 
never noted any raucous adult 
drinking, especially between 
the hours of 8:30 am and 3 
pm. I have seen many 107 
students eating at these es-
tablishments with their par-
ents in (gasp!) plain view of 
the bar!”
 Eighth Avenue Mom also 
posted in favor of the bar.
 “I have no problem having 
my child see people enjoy-
ing a glass of wine in a side-
walk cafe,” she wrote. “I see 
no harm in having my child 
enter or exit school with a 
bar ‘in plain sight.’ We live 
in New York City; there are 
bars everywhere. More im-
portant, I would prefer to wel-
come a new business rather 
than take the opposite ap-
proach: protesting before it 
opens on the specious notion 
that it is inherently bad.
 “It’s not as though our 
neighborhood has been over 

But Smartmom liked the free 
shrimp and the mozzarella 
sticks more than the creamy 
drink. 

Y es, Smartmom is the 
first to admit that she 
likes her Chardonnay 

and her weekly Margaritas 
with her writer’s group at Le 
Taq. Smartmom likes to be 
light-headed and loose; she 
likes to feel a little buzz ev-
ery now and then.  
 And Teen Spirit and the 
Oh So Feisty One have seen 
Smartmom and Hepcat finish 
off a bottle of wine at dinner, 
and have seen Hepcat’s sin-
gle malt Scotch bottles like 
Balvenie, Oban, Lagavulin 
and Laphroaig.
 Will they be damaged? 
 Probably not. But they 
will learn to drink — and 
post on Park Slope Parents 
— responsibly.
 Louise Crawford also 
writes Only the Blog Knows 
Brooklyn, a Web site.

 4-1/2–11

 9 am–4 pm
 8 am–6 pm

 Traveling day camp 
with lots of physical and outdoors 
activity. Daily trips, including 
swimming (lake, pool and beach), 
hikes, museums, zoos, play-
grounds, NY Aquarium, Liberty 
Science Center, bowling, climb-
ing, exploring, Sesame Place. 
Carefully selected adult staff.

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, 
May 17, 10 am–1 pm
611 Eighth Ave., Park 
Slope, (718) 788-3620, 
parkexplorers.com

 Chris Altman 
(parkexplorers@yahoo.com)

 4–14

 8:30 am–3:30pm
 ’til 6:30 pm

 8 am

Green-Wood Cemetery cele -
brates spring with its annual 
giant-puppet show this week-
end.

individually). Fami-
lies First [250 Baltic 
St. between Court 
and Clinton streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 
237-1862], www.
familiesfirstbrook-
lyn.org. Rain date 
May 17.

 Family 
Arts Day. Crafts, 
family portraits, 
music and more. 
Free. PS 46K [100 
Clermont Ave. 
between Myrtle and 
Park avenues in Fort 
Greene]. 

 
Green-Wood 
Awakening. Twenty-
foot-tall puppets 
lead tour of the historic 
cemetery. $10 ($25 family). 
Green-Wood Cemetery 
[Fifth Avenue and 25th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
768-7300], www.green-
wood.com.

 PS 154 
Spring Carnival. Games, 
crafts, music, food and 
more. Cake contest at 1 
pm. Free. PS 154 [1625 11th 
Ave. at Windsor Place in 
Windsor Terrace]. 

 Learn 
about wind. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

 Learn 
dance moves from other 
countries. Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum (see venue 
info above). 

 Pup-
pet show, “Aladdin and the 
Wonderful Lamp.” $8 (kids, 
$7). Puppetworks [338 
Sixth Ave., at Fourth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965-
3391], www.puppetworks.
org. 

 Science fun. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center (see venue info 
above). 

 Rolie Polie Gua-
camole. Sing and dance 
with local children’s band. 
Reservations suggested. 
$15 ($5 siblings, adults 
free). Gumbo [493 Atlantic 
Ave. between Nevins 
Street and Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 855-
7808]. 

SUN, MAY 17
 Green-

Wood Awakening. See 
Saturday, May 16.

 Learn 

about wind. See Saturday, 
May 16. 

 Learn 
dance. See Saturday, May 16.

 “Alad-
din.” See Saturday, May 16.

 Potato planting. See 
Saturday, May 16. 

 Science fun. See 
Saturday, May 16.

 “The Colon-
ists,” a puppet show 
about bees. $15. Brick 

Smartmom is OK with 
restaurateur Peter Scla-
fani’s plan to open across 
the street from PS 107 
on Eighth Avenue.
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WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

at BROOKLYN FENCING CENTER
BEGINNERS WELCOME!  AGES 7 & UP 

4 SESSIONS:     

10am–3pm, Daily

Summer Fencing Camps
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763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

Come Join in the Fun!

 

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 - 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

Physically active, nature 
oriented & outdoors every day!

DAILY TRIPS
Ages 4½ – 11

Flexible Schedule

3, 4, 5 or 6 Week Sessions

3, 4 or 5 Days a Week

Early Drop Off & 
Late Pick Up Available

Located in Park Slope
(718) 768-6419

www.KimsKidsCamp.com

 No two days are 
alike! Sports of all kinds, 
nature walks, hiking, arts and 
crafts, gymnastics, tennis, 
drama, karate, singing, trips 
each week in and around 
NYC. Special programs in 
sports and theater for third 
grade and up.

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday 
May 16, at 2 and 3 pm

In Windsor Terrace, Park 
Slope, Kensington, Bay 
Ridge, (718) 788-7732, park-
slopedaycamp.com, camp@
parkslopedaycamp.com

 Ronny Schindler
 entering pre-K–9

 8 am–4 pm, early 
dismissal optional for young 
kids. Extended hours to 
6:30 pm

 Free morning 
shuttle from most Brownstone 
Brooklyn and Bay Ridge

 Outdoor camp 
with sports, trips, gymnastics, 
drama, nature, Olympics, 
travel camp (featuring 
overnight trips), leadership 
program for grades 9 and 10.

9216 Seventh Ave., Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836-9800, ext. 
3220, www.polyprep.org

 Michael Junsch

 Pre-K–grade 10
 9 am–3:30 pm

 Arts, dance, sports, 
swimming, and special events 
on our 25-acre grounds

 Summer 
Academic Program, Sports 
Camps, Computer Camp, 
swimming lessons (ages 2–16)

9216 Seventh Ave., Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836-9800, ext. 
3250, www.polyprep.org

 Sonya Baehr

 Grades 4-9
 8:45 am–3:30 pm

 takes place in 
Poly Prep’s air-conditioned 
arts center, with theater 
and dance studio. Focus on 
singing, dancing, acting and 
playing musical instruments. 
Outdoor games and swim-
ming also included. 

Continued from page 4

CAMP GUIDE…

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

HEALTH, MIND
 & BODY

DENTISTS DERMATOLOGY

EYE CARE

Are you currently 
pregnant or have a baby 
less than 3 months old 

and live in zip code 
11238 or 11207? Join 
our free mommy 

and me program 
for you 

and your 
family.

Diaspora Healthy Families can help you 
understand what to expect when you’re 

expecting, and with the care of your 
newborn by teaching you about:

• Sleep Time  •  Baby Care
• Educational Activities  

• Prenatal & Postnatal Education & Support

Call Saleemah, (718) 399-0200 ext.249

Harbor Motor Inn

Harbor Motor Inn

Religious 
Services

all

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 In an embarrassing set-
back, Coney Island’s would-
be savior, developer Joe Sitt, 
has postponed the highly 
publicized grand opening 
of rides, freak shows and 
vendors this weekend.
 Sitt’s “Festival by the Sea” 
has been hyped for months 
and will still open this week-
end in Coney Island, but only 
half of the 25 rides will be on 
hand at the West 10th Street 

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 This much is clear: Mon-
tague Street is knit to be reck-
oned with these days. 
 Volunteers sheathed the 
commercial corridor’s 69 
parking meters in colorful 
custom-made wool boo-
ties on Wednesday night 
in an eagerly awaited pub-
lic art project organized by 

 Talk about your 
easy riders! 
 The City Reli-
quary held its an-
nual Bike Fetish Day 
in Williamsburg on 
Saturday, bringing 
out hundreds of lov-
ers of human-pow-
ered two-wheelers 
for a raucous street 
par ty.
 — Mike Short

Developer’s Coney ‘Festival’ suffers setback
and Surf Avenue site. Sitt’s 
bazaar of food, crafts and 
knickknack vendors will be 
nearby, but they will be ex-
posed to the elements because 
of a tent mishap.
 “There’s still going to be 
a lot going on,” said Loren 
Riegelhaupt, a Sitt spokes-
man. 
 Coney Island visitors can 
expect the full monty by Me-
morial Day weekend, the tra-
ditional start to the summer 
season, Riegelhaupt added. 
 But Sitt’s company, Thor 
Equities, has not succeeded 
in past summers with tempo-
rary rides and attractions to 
fill vacant lots in the compa-
ny’s portfolio of 10-1/2 acres 
in the historic People’s Play-
ground. Last year, Sitt’s self-
described “The Summer of 
Hope” turned into the summer 
of nope when carnies packed 
up and departed early. 
 This summer’s rough 
start is just a fluke, affirmed 
Riegelhaupt.  
 “We’re very committed to 

Coney. We’ve invested a tre-
mendous amount of time, en-
ergy and money in the festi-
val, and we think it’s going 
to be great,” he said. 
 Sitt says he wants to build a 
modern Xanadu of rides, ho-
tels and shopping in the run-
down amusement area, but 
his plans have been blocked 
by Mayor Bloomberg’s own 
proposal to buy Sitt’s acreage 
and build a new amusement 
park between the Cyclone 
roller coaster and Keyspan 
Park.
 Private developers would 
be able to build hotels and 
other tourist attractions in 
the vicinity, under the may-
or’s rezoning plan, which is 
nearing final approval in the 
city’s land-use review pro-
cess.
 Sitt’s detractors crowed 
upon hearing that the “Fes-
tival by the Sea” had been 
blown off course. 
 “Amusements aren’t his 
industry,” said Dianna Car-
lin, the founder of the Lola 

Montague Street knitters 
put a sock on those meters

Some of Joe Sitt’s “Festival by the Sea” tents are up in Coney Island, but the 
self-styled savior of the People’s Playground has run into major snafus on the 
eve of the festival’s opening this weekend.
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Staar boutique, referring to 
Sitt’s background as a shop-
ping-mall developer. “He 
obviously doesn’t have the 
necessary experience in the 
amusement business.”
 Carlin’s shop was a Board-
walk tenant of Sitt, but he did 
not renew her lease because 
of her history of criticizing 
him. She’s relocated to the 

Stillwell Avenue subway sta-
tion and plans to reopen on 
Memorial Day weekend.
 But in Coney Island, the 
success of one merchant in 
the business helps everyone, 
so Carlin didn’t laugh long.
 “I hope he succeeds, be-
cause Coney Island needs 
more amusements,” she 
said.

Volunteers started installing knitted “meter co-
zies” all along Montague Street on Wednesday.
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nthe Montague Street Busi-
ness Improvement District 
to gussy up the main street 
of Brooklyn Heights.  
 Dozens of yarn spinners 
fanned out to install the 
sleeves made by volunteers 
from across the borough and 
inspired by similar spectacles 
on parking meters in Paris  
in 2007 and a bus in Mex-
ico City in 2008.
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 She handed over her jacket, 
iPod and diamond earrings, 
and the perps fled.
 • Two boys snatched an-
other teen’s Sidekick phone on 
the corner of Clinton and Jo-
ralemon streets on May 5.
 One perp approached the 
victim at 8:30 pm and said, 
“What’s up with that Side-
kick?” before demanding it. 
 The victim tried to flee, 
but the second perp joined 
his buddy, and the crime was 
concluded.
 • Two teenage girls mugged 
a woman on Red Cross Place 
and Cadman Plaza for her 
cellphone on May 8.
 When the victim tried to 
get the phone back after the 
2 pm mugging, the other girl 
blocked her and said, “You’re 
not following us!” She then 
punched the woman in the 
face for good measure.
 • A boy was arrested for 
bashing a middle-aged woman 
and stealing her phone on 
Willoughby Street on May 8. 
The victim was near Flatbush 
Avenue at around 4 pm when 
the thug threw her against a 
building, grabbed her Black-
berry phone and ran away. 
 — Emilia Brock

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

In the window
 Someone stole more than 
$15,000 worth of stuff from 
a Ridge Boulevard house on 
May 5 by climbing through 
a front window.
 The distraught homeowner 
told cops that she left the house, 
which is between Shore Road 
and Marine Avenue, at 9:30 
am, and returned at 4 pm to 
find that the burglar had taken 
three computers, three cam-
eras, a TV, a fancy watch, and 
a silver tea set.

Out the window
 A 82nd Street house was bur-
gled through a side window 
overnight on May 5, but the 
robbers didn’t get much loot.
 Cops said the burglar ap-
peared to have entered the 
house, between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues, through an un-
locked window. The missing 
items included a cellphone, an 
iPod and several bank cards.
 — Evan Gardner

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

Birthday bashed
 Crooks broke into New Jer-
sey resident’s Toyota Camry 
while he was celebrating his 
27th birthday in Williams-
burg on May 8.
 While the birthday boy 
was partying at Trash Bar 
on Grand Street between 8 
and 11:10 pm, thieves got into 
the trunk of his 1995 sedan, 
which was parked near the 
corner of South First Street 
and Driggs Avenue, and 
snatched thousands of dol-
lars of lighting equipment, 
three high-end projectors, 
two laptops, and clothing.

Horrific slashing
 Three thugs stabbed a 
30-year-old in a seemingly 
random assault on May 9.
 The goons attacked the vic-
tim near the corner of Berry 
and South Ninth streets at 
around 1:45 am, repeatedly 
cutting his left arm and torso 
with a folding knife before 
fleeing.

Lexus nexus
 Thieves heisted a Floridian’s 
clothing and electronics when 
he left them in his Lexus over-
night on May 8.
 The crooks shattered the 
front window of the sedan, 
which was parked on Moore 
Street between White and 
Bogart streets, between 8 
pm and 11 am.
 The thieves escaped with 
the 23-year-old victim’s iPod, 
Canon camera, Bose head-
phones, external hard drive, 
clothing, sneakers, books, 
DVDs and CDs.

Cut & mugged
 Three gangsters slashed 
a 25-year-old in a frighten-
ing mugging on May 9.
 The crooks demanded 
money from the victim as 
he walked home on Mese-
role Avenue between Man-
hattan and Graham avenues 
at around 11:40 pm.
 The victim handed over 
his cash — but the thieves 
wanted more.
 Insisting that the victim 
fork over his wallet, one of 
the hoodlums grabbed his left 
hand and cut it, leaving him 

with a gash that required treat-
ment at Woodhull Hospital. 
 The wounded victim 
handed over his wallet, and 
the thieves fled.

Syna-gagged!
 Burglars looted a Rutledge 
Street synagogue, snatching 
$750 — most likely during 
the Sabbath.
 The crooks forced their 
way through the front door 
of the Yativ Synagogue be-
tween 3 pm on May 8 and 
10:30 am on May 10.
 Once inside the temple, 
between Bedford and Lee 
avenues, the derelicts broke 
through an office door and 
snatched the cash.

Drive-by mug
 A gun-toting thug held up 
a 27-year-old and fled in a 
black minivan on May 8.
 The crook approached the 
victim at the corner of Rod-
ney and South Fourth streets 
at around 5 am and pulled 
out a black handgun.
 The victim — who was on 
his way to his mother’s home 
— handed over $47 and IDs, 
and the crook hopped into 
the van and drove off. 

MacTook
 Bad apples snatched two 
Macintosh laptops from a 
Montrose Avenue apartment 
on May 7.
 The thieves got into the res-
idence between 11 am and 7 
pm — while the 29-year-old 
victim was at work — and 
grabbed two Apple comput-
ers before fleeing from the 
apartment, which is between 
Manhattan and Graham av-
enues. — Ben Muessig

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Bad apples
 Police busted half of a teen-
aged hell-raising duo that at-
tacked and mugged a 13-year-
old boy on Verona Street near 
Coffey Park in Red Hook on 
May 10. 
 The victim said that one 
young goon put him in a choke-
hold while his partner stole the 
boy’s iPod from his pocket at 
2 pm. But when police arrived, 
the victim was able to iden-
tify one of the suspects, who 
also was in possession of the 
heisted music device. 

Hot wheels
 Villains stole a man’s 
safely secured motorcycle 
on Kane Street. 
 The victim, said he parked 
the 2001 Yamaha at 11 am on 

April 28 and locked the front 
wheel and ignition as a pre-
caution. But when he returned 
to the spot between Cheever 
Place and Henry Street two 
days later, the hog was gone. 

 — Mike McLaughlin

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Talk ain’t cheap
 Thieves grabbed the cell-
phones right out of two men’s 
hands last week.
 In the first incident, on 
May 5, a San Francisco man 
said he was chatting on his 
mobile on 14th Street between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues at 
around 11 pm when the thief 
ran up and took it. Naturally, 
it was an iPhone.
 The next day, another vic-
tim suffered the same fate. In 
this case, he told cops that he 

was on Second Street between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues 
at around 9:10 pm when the 
thief grabbed the phone.
 Cops in the 78th Precinct 
reminded victims to not can-
cel their phone accounts so 
that police can track the 
thieves’ movements.

Clothes horse
 A sly thief ripped off a 
Fifth Avenue clothing store 
for more than $1,000 in silky 
garments on May 9.
 Cops say that the lady 
shoplifter entered Asha Veza 
boutique, which is between 
St. Marks Place and War-
ren Street, at around 7 pm, 
grabbed two blouses and two 
dresses, and ran out.

Ride from hell
 Two passengers in a dol-
lar van got into a fight dur-
ing a May 7 ride down Flat-
bush Avenue that ended with 
one man bleeding and another 
man fleeing.
 The victim told cops that he 
was in the van at around 10:20 
pm. When the vehicle stopped 
near Grand Army Plaza, the 
other passenger complained 
about something.
 Quickly, the fight escalated 
until the passenger pulled out 
a razor and slashed the vic-
tim in the face and cheek. 
The passenger fled, and the 
van continued on its way.

Lots of burgs
 It wouldn’t be Park Slope 
without lots of break-ins. 
Here’s a roundup:
 • On May 7, a thief entered 
an Eighth Avenue apartment 
during the day and stole two 
laptops and $2,000 in jewelry. 
The resident told cops that she 
was not in the apartment, which 
is Fifth and Sixth streets, from 
8:30 am to 8:20 pm.
 • On the same day, a differ-
ent thief entered a Sixth Ave-
nue apartment, at First Street, 
through an open window and 
took a purse, a laptop and a 
camera. The tenant told cops 
that she was not there between 
6:15 am and 5:50 pm.
 • On May 8, a thief broke 
in through the ceiling of an 
apartment on 13th Street be-
tween Sixth and Seventh av-
enues to steal $6,350 in com-
puting and electronic gaming 
equipment. The resident told 
cops that he was not there be-
tween 9 am and 10 pm.

Car-ied away
 It also wouldn’t be Park 
Slope without some car break-
ins, also. Here’s the wheely 
bad news:
 • A Verizon van that had 
been parked on Fourth Avenue 
between Degraw and Doug-
lass streets at around 11 am on 
May 5 was broken into and a 
mobile phone and laptop were 
taken. A few minutes later, an-
other truck, this time belong-
ing to an unidentified firm, 
was broken into on the same 
block. The driver told cops that 
his cellphone was swiped.
 • A thief grabbed the lap-
top out of a car that had been 
parked on Prospect Park West 
between President and Union 
streets on May 7. The driver 
told cops that he had parked 
the car at around 5:15 pm and 
was gone from it for only a 
few minutes.
 • A Staten Island man told 
cops that someone busted the 
rear window of his car, which 
he had parked on Ninth Street, 
between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues, on May 5 at 6 pm. The 
thief got away with a laptop 
that had been hidden beneath 
a passenger seat.
 • A thief grabbed four cases 
of cigars out of a car that had 
been briefly parked on Union 
Street between Nevins Street 
and Third Avenue at around 

1 pm on May 5. The victim 
told cops that the Dutch Mas-
ters smokes were worth more 
than $2,800.
 • A man’s 10-year-old Honda 
Civic was briefly swiped from 
in front of his Sterling Place 
building sometime between 
May 5 and May 8, when cops 
noticed the vehicle with its en-
gine running, no one inside, 
and no keys in the ignition.
 The perp had popped the 
starter and driven off, but 
didn’t get far — in fact, he 
abandoned the car on the same 
block between Sixth and Sev-
enth avenues.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Car-nage!
 Northside muggers are 
continuing to use cars as get-
away vehicles — committing 
at least three such stick-ups 
on May 4 alone. Here are the 
shocking details:
 • Two thugs hopped out of 
a Crown Victoria and pistol-
whipped a 28-year-old in a 
brutal stick up.
 The crooks got out of the 
black Ford sedan at around 
5:50 am and pushed the vic-
tim against a fence near the 
corner of North Seventh and 
Havemeyer streets.
 “Give me your money or 
I’ll kill you,” one of the crooks 
said, as he revealed a black 
handgun.
 Before the victim could 
hand over his cash, the villain 
struck him in the back of the 
head with the pistol, knock-
ing him to the sidewalk.
 While the victim was on 
the ground, the unarmed perp 
kicked the victim repeatedly 
in the back.
 The thugs fled with the vic-
tim’s cash, bank cards, ID, 
cellphone, keys, and pager, 
and escaped in the sedan, 
which witnesses said also con-
tained a man and a woman.
 • Two robbers jumped out 
of a black sedan and held up 
a 65-year-old at the corner of 
Union and Driggs avenues.
 The thieves pulled out a 
silver handgun and ordered 
the victim to hand over her 
Juicy handbag — which con-
tained credit cards — and lay 
on the ground. The crooks 
then fled in the car. 
 • Four thieves in a black 
sedan held up a 54-year-old 
without even leaving their ve-
hicle.
 The carload of crooks pulled 
up beside the victim near the 
corner of Berry and North 10th 
streets at around 6 am.
 “Give me your money,” 
one of the passengers said, 
showing off a firearm.
 The victim handed over 
$600 and the thieves fled. 
 • Cops locked up a 21-year-
old who allegedly held up a 
25-year-old woman at gun-
point and fled in a car on 
May 7.
 The suspect — as well 
as two other perps — ap-
proached the victim at around 
2:25 am and pressed a blunt 
object against the victim’s 
stomach, cops said. 
 “Stay calm — we’re taking 
your stuff,” one of the thugs 
said as he took an iPhone, 
credit card and wallet.
 The thieves fled in a black 
four-door sedan, but cops were 
able to recover the bag — and 
lock up one of the suspects.

Armed mug!
 Two armed thugs held up 
a 31-year-old near the corner 
of Wythe Avenue and North 
Ninth Street at around 2 am 
on May 4.
 “Give me everything you 
got,” one of the crooks de-
manded as he revealed a 
handgun.
 The crooks pilfered the vic-
tim’s pockets and ordered him 
to lay on the ground while es-
caped with the victim’s pass-
port, electronic benefits card 
and bag — which contained 
a Mac laptop.

Nabbed
 Cops nabbed an 18-year-
old suspected of using a pel-
let gun to stick up a 27-year-
old on May 4.
 The mugger pulled out 
what appeared to be a black 
handgun at the corner of Nor-
man Avenue and North Henry 
Street at around 10:10 pm and 
ordered the victim to get on 
the ground and hand over his 
belongings.
 The victim gave up his 
cellphone and $170, but cops 
quickly found a suspect who 
happened to be in possession 
of the toy gun and the vic-
tim’s cellphone.

Freeman felons
 Burglars ransacked a Free-
man Street building on May 
5 and broke into at least two 
apartments.
 The thieves pushed their 
way through the front door 
of one residence in the build-
ing between 8:30 am and 6 
pm and grabbed a TV, lap-
top, camera, dashboard nav-
igation system and a watch.
 The crooks also forced 
their way through the door 
of another apartment in the 
building, which is between 
Manhattan Avenue and 
McGuinness Boulevard, and 
grabbed a cellphone, Mac lap-
top, Flip camera, and Sony 
TV between 2:30 and 4:30 
pm.  — Ben Muessig
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

 Teenage criminals ran wild 
last week. Here’s a roundup: 
 • Two boys were arrested 
for cornering another kid and 
stealing his money in the 
staircase of George West-
inghouse HS on Johnson 
Street on April 22 and 24.
 While one perp searched 

the victim’s pockets during 
the lunch break, his friend 
kept lookout in the school, lo-
cated between Jay and Bridge 
streets.
 • Four boys stole stuff from 
a younger girl on Smith Street 
on May 6.
 The girl was walking home 
from school at around 2:15 
pm when a delinquent barred 
her path and said, “Give me 
all your things!”
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A drunk driver flipped his car into the Gowanus 
Canal on Friday night — beginning an hours-
long effort to extract the vehicle. Above, emer-
gency responders were on the scene shortly 
after the car went into the drink. Below, po-
lice fish the car out. No one was injured, but 
firefighter Richard Staiti, of Engine 239 in Park 
Slope, jumped into the murky inlet to save the 
driver. He later told the Daily News that he took 
an extra-long shower afterward. No joke.
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 The best folk festival in the city just got one 
bold-faced name better.
 Danny Kalb, one of the founding members 
of the Blues Project in the 1960s and a legend 
on today’s folk and blues circuit, will close the 

first annual Brooklyn 
Folk Festival this week-
end at Jalopy.
 “We moved to add 
Danny to the Sunday 
lineup the second we 
heard that he was avail-
able,” said Eli Smith, the 
musicologist who booked 

the two-dozen artists who will perform at the mu-
sic hall/guitar shop starting on Friday night.
 “Danny got to play with the old performers 
whom we still go back to for source recordings 
today,” he added.
 Kalb told The Brooklyn Paper that he loves 
playing with younger performers.
 “I just like to be part of the mix,” said the 
Park Slope resident. “I don’t believe in the 
‘young-old’ thing. The goal is to play nutri-
tiously and share the traditions.”
 Kalb promised to play “When Death Comes 
Creeping into your Room,” though he did not 
think it was planning on a visit to his Seventh 
Avenue apartment.
 “But who knows? Any one of us can be hit 
by a bus tomorrow,” he said.
 Now that’s a good blues man.
 Brooklyn Folk Festival at Jalopy [315 Co-
lumbia St., between Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in the Columbia Street Wa-
terfront District, (718) 395-3214], May 15–17. 
Tickets are $10 per day or $25 for all three 
days. —  Gersh Kuntzman

 Brooklyn music lovers will no longer have 
to trek to Austin — or Manhattan — to check 
out a premiere indie-rock festival.
 The first-ever “Northside Festival,” June 11–
14, will bring 150 acts including the Hold Steady 
(pictured), Sunset Rubdown, Asobi Seksu, and 
Brightblack Morning 
Light to more than 
30 venues. With so 
many bands, the fest 
is poised to become 
Brooklyn’s take on 
South by Southwest 
or the CMJ Music Marathon.
 But festival organizer Andrea Rosen claims 
that the music celebration — which will also 
include events at local art galleries — will re-
flect the neighborhood’s that make Brooklyn 
a musical and artistic capital.
 “‘The Northside Festival’ is about the loca-
tion: Williamsburg and Greenpoint. By keep-
ing the scene concentrated, we’re able to high-
light the independent music and arts industries 
in Brooklyn and bring crowds to area busi-
nesses,” she said. “The festival isn’t about big 
industry, it’s about people enjoying the music, 
arts and culture in their own community.
 Visit www.northsidefestival.com. 
 — Ben Muessig

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

ingling Brothers is just the beginning 
— Brooklyn is already a tent city.
     For more than a decade, the bor-

ough’s community of stilt walkers, aerial-
ists, acrobats, clowns, and sword swallowers 
has been staging cutting-edge alternative 
circuses that have brought big time clown-
ing back to its more humble roots. 
 And this summer, while Ringling Broth-
ers & Barnum and Bailey Circus fills a 
2,300-seat big top in Coney Island with 
its “greatest” spectacle of lions and ele-
phants, the borough’s independent circuses 
will continue to push the envelope with 
inventive shows in a style that Brooklyn 
can call its own.
 “There is an amazing, growing Brook-
lyn circus scene,” said Keith Nelson, co-
founder, executive director, and clown in 
the Bindlestiff Family Cirkus — a 16-year-
old Williamsburg troupe that combines 
vaudeville, burlesque, and Wild West-style 
sideshows in its performances.
 “Some of the best variety artists in the 
world live here — and circus is only getting 
more popular. Now you have more train-
ing facilities than you can shake a trapeze 
at.” (Yes, he said that.)
 From upstart venues like the House of 
Yes in Bushwick and the Ruby Streak Tra-
peze Studio in Sunset Park, to the world-
famous Streb Lab for Action Mechanics in 
Williamsburg, circus performers across the 
borough are converting 
lofts and warehouses into 
practice spaces and ven-
ues where they can per-
fect and showcase their 
craft — and some insid-
ers say that the makeshift 
venues are actually the 
key to the borough’s in-
novative approach.
 “Space is at such a pre-
mium here that many per-
formers have to rethink 
what they do — and when 
you are forced to rethink, 
there is a beauty and real-
ness that comes out of it,” 
said Nelson, whose troupe 
hosts a monthly open-
stage circus performer’s 
night at the Galapagos Art 
Space in DUMBO.
 Brooklyn’s tiny venues 
haven’t stood in the way 
of the Streb company — 
formed by the acclaimed 
modern dance choreog-
rapher Elizabeth Streb.
 “In the aerial dance 
and circus community in 
Brooklyn, limitations are 
your friend. You have to design your act 
around the small spaces,” said Bobby Hedg-
lin-Taylor, director of the trapeze acad-
emy at the ground-breaking lab, which is 
known for training aerialists and invent-
ing death-defying midair contraptions.
 The other benefit of the makeshift ven-
ues is that they bring the audience closer 
to the performers, said Karen Gersch, ar-
tistic director and ring mistress at CIR-
CUSundays, which has wowed cirque fans 
for 13 years by putting world-class talent 
inches away from spectators’ faces on a 

barge in Red Hook. 
 “It’s a real, old-fashioned intimate 
show,” said Gersch. “It’s really the clos-
est that anyone could actually be to the 
action. You have aerials right over your 
head; your tumblers, you could reach out 
and touch them.”
 But it’s not just the unorthodox venues 
that differentiate the circuses of Brook-
lyn — which also include Circus Amok, 
the UniverSoul Circus (which just ended 
its run last month to tepid reviews), and, 
of course, legendary Coney Island’s Cir-

cus Sideshow — from the ringed circuses 
that tour the country.
 According to Anya Sapozhnikova, 
founder of Bushwick’s Lady Circus, Brook-
lyn’s independent circuses are special be-
cause they aren’t afraid to merge differ-
ent kinds of circuses into a single show, 
combining the clowns, jugglers and ac-
robats of traditional family circuses with 
raunchy burlesque dancing, shocking side-
show freaks, and the avant-garde aerials 
of common in European cirques.
 “In a lot of these alternative venues in 

Brooklyn, you see all of these different 
elements of circus married into one — 
it’s a convergence,” said Anya Sapozh-
nikova, whose two-year-old, all-female 
circus will merge its acrobatics and con-
tortions with theater and comedy when it 
stages “Cirque du Quoi?!?” with the com-
edy troupe FUCT later this month. 

 It’s flea market season. And it’s biking sea-
son. Combine those two and you get the Brook-
lyn Bike Jumble, a bike-themed flea market in 

Park Slope.
 The May 31 event 
is the brainchild of 
Harry Schwartzman 
(pictured), the man 
behind the NYC Bike 
Commuter Blog.
 “I hope that people 
come and find them-
selves a nice bike to ride 
through the summer,” he 
said. “My main hope is 

that this event helps get people riding again.”
 And the first step is buying the right bike. 
Too often, though, the trek for a Trek leads to 
a search on Craig’s List and a trip to some-
one’s basement in Queens. But at Schwartz-
man’s bike market, the wheels come to you.
 And so does the community.
 “The bike culture in New York is such an amor-
phous thing,” said Henry Carter, co-owner of the 
new Brooklyn Bicycles in Park Slope. “There is 
a sense of camaraderie, but no tangible events or 
places for all of us to come together.”
 “Brooklyn Bike Jumble,” in J.J. Byrne 
Park [Fifth Avenue between Fourth and 
Fifth streets in Park Slope, (718) 768-3195], 
Sunday, May 31, 10 am–2 pm. For info, visit, 
www.nybikejumble.com. — Aisha Gawad

  
     Bindlestiff Family Cirkus at Gala-
pagos Art Space [16 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 222-8500], first 
Monday of every month, 8 pm. Tickets, 
$5; CIRCUSundays at the Waterfront 
Museum & Showboat Barge [Pier 44, 
Conover and Beard streets in Red Hook, 
(718) 624-4719], June 7, 14, 21, 28; 1 and 
4 pm. Tickets, $14 (kids under 12 are 
$10); Coney Island Circus Sideshow 
[Surf Avenue and West 12th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 372-5159], Satur-
days and Sundays until Memorial Day; 
1–9 pm; after Memorial Day, expanded 
hours. Tickets, $7.50 (children under 12 
are $5); Lady Circus and FUCT present 
the “Cirque du Quoi?!?” at the House of 
Yes (342 Maujer St., between Morgan 
Avenue and Waterbury Street in Bush-
wick, no phone), May 21–22, 28–30, 
June 6–8; 8 pm. Tickets, $20.

Archip Gallery Theater
(The old Hamilton Saving & Loan building)

498 Court Street, Carroll Gardens
F or G train to Carroll Street

Now through Sunday, May 24th

Available at door one hour prior to performance  
or through theatermania.com:

mortals theater  
and Brooklyn Stage Company presents

Prince of Denmark
Directed by Robert F. Cole

www.BrooklynFrameWorks.com

FRAMING / GALLERY

NOW OPEN
ON COLUMBIA ST.

Japanese Cuisine

115 Columbia Street (at Kane Street)
(718) 254-8040 Free delivery

345 Court Street (at Union Street)
718-852-5015

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner · Free Valet Parking

Visit our website: www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn

An exceptional meal.

GREEK FESTIVAL

Come 
join us 
for our 
32nd 

annual
Sts. Constantine & Helen

Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Brooklyn

June 1–7, 2009

www.stconstantineandhelen.org/events.asp?id=1

64 Schermerhorn St.
(between Court St. and 

Boerum Place)

Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 624-0595
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Brooklyn is not just Ringling Brothers this summer

Join the circus: (Clockwise from top) Lady 
Circus and the comedy troupe FUCT will 
perform their Cirque du Quoi at the House 
of Yes in Williamsburg. Alice Shi and Luke 
Wilson, will perform at CIRCUSunday at 
Barge 79 in Red Hook in June. The Bind-
lestiff Family Cirkus adds in a vaudeville ele-
ment to its Williamsburg-based show. 
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FRI, MAY 15
NEW YORK PHOTO FESTIVAL: Ex-

hibits, panel discussions, awards 
and more. $30 festival pass, $21 day 
pass (other pricing options avail-
able). 10 am-9 pm. St. Ann’s Ware-
house [38 Water St. at Dock Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 254-8779], www.
nyphotofestival.com. 

FILM, “KING LEAR”: Jean-Luc Godard’s 
late-career film. $11. 2 pm, 4:30 pm, 
6:50 pm, 9:15 pm. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

ART OPENING: Pratt student exhibit 
examines Downtown development 
projects. Free. 6–8 pm. Metro-
politan Exchange [33 Flatbush Ave. 
between Fulton Street and Lafay-
ette Avenue in Downtown Brooklyn], 
www.metropolitanexchange.org/bex. 

STREB DANCE, “CATAPULT”: Eliza-
beth Streb’s high-flying dance 
troupe. $20 ($10 kids). 7 pm. Streb 
Lab for Action Mechanics [51 N. 
First St. between Wythe and Kent 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 384-
6491], www.streb.org. 

READING, CHRISTIAN MOERK: 
Author of “Darling Jim.” Free. 
7 pm. BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacific and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

ART OPENING: ”RE/BUILD,” a col-
laborative design exhibit of furniture 

(718) 636-4100], www.bam.org. 
SILENT AUCTION: Bid on works by 

Brooklyn artists, spa packages and 
more. Benefit for the International 
Youth Leadership Institute. Dona-
tion suggested. 7:30 pm. South 
Oxford Space [138 S. Oxford St. 
between Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 857-
9210], www.iyli.org. 

THEATER, “THE HIGH PRIESTESS 
OF DARK ALLEY”: Mother-daugh-
ter drama. $20 ($12 seniors and 
children). 8 pm. Restoration Plaza 
[1368 Fulton St. at Marcy Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 636-0918, 
ext. 12], www.restorationplaza.org. 

THEATER, “THE WHO’S TOMMY”: 
Rock opera. $18 ($14 children and 
seniors). 8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St., between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 352-
3101], galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “SHOW BOAT”: Classic 
musical. $20 ($18 children and 
seniors). 8 pm. Heights Players [26 
Willow Pl. between Joralemon 
and State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237-2752], www.
heightsplayers.org. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY TODD, THE 
DEMON BARBER OF FLEET 
STREET”: Narrows Community 
Theater presents Stephen 
Sondheim’s bloody musical. $20 
($15 students and seniors). 8 pm. St. 
Patrick’s Auditorium [9511 Fourth 
Ave. at 96th Street in Bay Ridge], 
www.nctheaterny.com. 

THEATER, “THE NOSEMAKER’S 
APPRENTICE”: A comedy about a 
medieval plastic surgeon. $18. 8 pm. 
Brick Theater [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907-6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: Shake-
speare’s romance. $18 ($12 students 
and seniors). 8 pm. St. James Cathe-
dral Pavilion [240 Jay St. at Chapel 
Street in Downtown Brooklyn, (212) 
868-4444], www.smarttix.com. 

NEW INDIE CLASSICAL MUSIC: Nadia 
Sirota with the Chiara Quartet. 
$12. 8 pm. Galapagos Art Space 
[16 Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 222-8500], www.
galapagosartspace.com. 

FILM, “GREENSBORO – CLOSER TO 
THE TRUTH”: Documentary about 
1979 Klan murders. $10 ($6 children). 
8 pm. Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park West at 
Second Street in Park Slope, (718) 
768-2972], www.bsec.org. 

THEATER, “HAMLET”: Mortals The-
ater presents Shakespeare’s trag-
edy. $20. 8 pm. Archip Gallery The-
ater [498 Court St. between Luquer 
and Nelson streets in Carroll Gar-
dens], www.theatermania.com. 

DANCE, “LE SERPENT ROUGE”: 
Company XIV presents an erotic, 
choreographed take on the Adam 
and Eve story. $20 ($15 students). 
8 pm. [303 Bond St. between 
Sackett and Union streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (212) 868-4444], www.
companyxiv.com. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works by 
Saint-Saëns, Schumann, George 
Perle, Paul Moravec and André 

Street Waterfront District, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. Tickets, $10 
per day or $25 for all three days.

THEATER, “THE MERCHANT OF 
VENICE”: All-male production of 
Shakespeare’s drama. $25-$65. 7:30 
pm. BAM Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 

and sculpture made from repurposed 
materials. Free. 7 pm. Gallery 1889 
[1066 Manhattan Ave. at Eagle Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 302-3081], www.
thegallery1889.com. 

BROOKLYN FOLK FESTIVAL: A great 
line-up. Jalopy [315 Columbia St. at 
Woodhull Street in the Columbia 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
May 16

On the 
dinnerfront
What’s better than 
seeing Budd Schul-
berg’s iconic play, 
“On the Waterfront,” 
on the waterfront? 
Here’s what: seeing 
“On the Waterfront” 
with dinner included! 
Tonight, Brave New 
World Repertory 
Theater offers a read-
ing of the classic play 
aboard the Barge 
Museum in Red 
Hook, the sleepy lit-
tle mobbed-up port 
village that inspired 
the original story.

7:30 pm. Pier 44 [290 
Conover St., across from 
Fairway in Red Hook, 
(718) 624-4719]. Tickets, 
$18 (includes the dinner).

SUNDAY
May 17

Fifth fest
Do you feel lucky, 
punk? Well you 
should, because the 
Fifth Avenue Fair is 
back, which means 
blocks and blocks of 
street fair fun (and 
WNBA star Kym 
Hampton!). Better 
still, head to South-
paw, where the great 
Brooklyn a cappella 
group, the Persua-
sions (pictured), will 
perform at 3:30 pm. 
Inside the club will be 
a record show with 
30 tables (and a full 
bar, too).

11 am-7 pm. Fifth Avenue 
Fair (Sterling Place to 12th 
Street in Park Slope); 
noon–6 pm at Southpaw 
[125 Fifth Ave., between 
Sterling and St. Johns 
places in Park Slope, (718) 
230-0236], Tickets, $5. Info 
at www.spsounds.com.

TUESDAY
May 19

Guitar Pete 
grows up
You know him as the 
slacker dude who 
teaches kids at Music 
Together in Park 
Slope. But tonight, 
Pete Sinjin busts 
loose with his own 
original songs in the 
Steve Earle and 
Townes Van Zandt 
tradition. Also on the 
“unplugged” bill are 
the Kennedys and 
Michael Sackler-
Berner.

8 pm. Acoustically 
Re lated at Southpaw [125 
Fifth Ave., between Ster-
ling and St. Johns places 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-
0236]. Tickets, $10.

WEDNESDAY
May 20

Must-hear
If you love him as the 
resident expert on 
“The Daily Show,” 
why wouldn’t you pay 
$15 to hear John 
Hodgman (pictured), 
your Park Slope 
neighbor, live — with 
comic Eugene Mir-
man — in a fundraiser 
for PS 107? Look all 
you jealous “comedy” 
“writers” out there, 
put your issues aside 
and come to this 
reading; Hodgman is 
the best — and he’s a 
good guy, to boot.

7:30 pm. PS 107 [1301 
Eighth Ave., at 13th 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
330-9340]. Tickets, $15.

THURSDAY
May 21

Prom right
Some people loved 
prom and some peo-
ple (we’re mostly talk-
ing about our editor 
here) didn’t. But 
either way, head to 
the Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg’s dance 
party, “The Prom You 
Were Pro mised.” 
Replace un desirable 
prom memories (Eric 
Clapton’s worst song 
ever, “Wonderful 
Tonight,” was our 
editor’s prom theme!) 
with new ones.

9 pm. The Prom You 
Were Promised at Music 
Hall of Williamsburg [66 
N. Sixth St., between 
Wythe and Kent avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
486-5400]. Tickets, $25.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10

SAT, MAY 16
 Learn the basics 

of GOP politics from an old pro, 
Gerry O’Brien. Free. 10 am-5 pm. 
Adelphi Academy [8515 Ridge Blvd. 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 499-0598]. 

 Discussion on whether the 
Superfund is actually super. Noon-3 
pm. Brooklyn Yard [400 Carroll St. in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 625-0955]. 

 Hearing on Sun-
set Park Rezoning. 1 pm. Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help School [Sixth Avenue 
between 59th and 60th streets in 
Sunset Park, (718) 854-0003]. 

SUN, MAY 17
 Help save 

the life of Kai Anderson, a 5-year-old 
with leukemia. 10 am–2 pm. Pros-
pect Park YMCA [357 Ninth St., 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-7100 X2377], 
www.hopeforkai.com. 

MON, MAY 18

 Monthly 
meeting 6 pm. Brooklyn Hospital 
(Dining Rooms A and B) [121 DeKalb 
Ave., at St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 596-5410]. 

 Bi-monthly 
meeting 7 pm. St. Angela’s Hall [267 
Waverly Ave. between DeKalb and 
Willoughby avenues in Clinton Hill], 

societyforclintonhill.org/index.php. 
 

Monthly meeting. 7:15 pm. Norwe-
gian Christian Home [1250 67th St. 
between 12th and 13th avenues in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 745-6827]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. North Fork 
Bank [804 Manhattan Ave., at Calyer 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383-5298]. 

TUES, MAY 19

 
Monthly meeting. 6 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., between 
Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 596-5410]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. Baptist 
Temple [360 Schermerhorn St in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 875-6850]. 

 Pols seeking the 
39th council seat (currently held by 
Bill DeBlasio) will debate. Free. 7 pm. 
Church of Gethsemane [1012 Eighth 
Ave., between 10th and 11th streets 
in Park Slope, (718) 855 0345]. 

 Candidates for 
the 33rd District (David Yassky seat) 
will debate. 7 pm. Harry Van Arsdale 
HS [257 N Sixth in Williamsburg, 
(646) 209-4428]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. 68th 
Precinct stationhouse [333 65th St. 

between Third and Fourth avenues 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 439-4220]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. 62nd Pre-
cinct stationhouse [1925 Bath Ave., 
at Bay 22nd Street in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 236-2501]. 

WED, MAY 20

 Monthly meeting. 6 
pm. NYU- Polytechnic Institute 
(Dibner Library) [5 Metrotech Center, 
Jay Street at Myrtle Avenue in Down-
town Brooklyn, (718) 596-5410]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 6:30 pm. Com-
munity Board 7 office [4201 Fourth 
Ave., at 43rd Street in Sunset Park, 
(718) 854-0003]. 

 Monthly 
meeting. On the agenda: construc-
tion of Brooklyn Bridge Park and state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron’s alternate 
funding plan. 6:30 pm. Long Island 
College Hospital [339 Hicks St., near 
the corner of Atlantic Avenue in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 643-3027]. 

THURS, MAY 21

 Monthly meeting. 6:30 
pm. Community Board 1 office [435 
Graham Ave. between Frost and 
Richardson streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 389-0009]. 

CIVIC CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail  
Newsroom@BrooklynPaper.com.
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ANDREA BUNIS
MANAGEMENT, INC.

REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT

We’d like to welcome:
39 Plaza Street
45 Plaza Street
60 Plaza Street

759 President Street
Seaview Estates Condominium

We’d love for you to be next!

Contact Alex Rovan for a free consultation
212.302.5544

www.AndreaBunisMgmt.com

HELLO BROOKLYN!

has expanded into your neck of the woods

Real Estate Board of New York

Member

Call to schedule your
free consultation:

COLLEGE of DENTISTRY
345 East 24th Street

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

  Have you thought about improving your smile? 
   What are you waiting for?
   

   

  
  
   Talk to the experts. 

 
  (212) 998-9700

 DanceAfrica is back at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music from May 22–25.
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MAY RECOMMENDAT IONS

 211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President)

Park Slope  (718) 636-9463  www.redwhiteandbubbly.com
Open Mon–Sat: 10am–10pm, Sun: 12pm–8pm  

Gertie and Max
Here’s a light, delicate and dry 

white wine made from an 

ancient grapecalled Gutedel (rhymes with 

‘fruit ladle’). It’s known as Chasselas in 

Switzerland where it is often badly handled 

(and usually overpriced) but here it is treated 

lovingly: it’s crisp, lively acidity kept intact. The Blankenhorn Family 

grow their grapes in Baden, 15 miles north of Switzerland, perhaps 

the best location in the world for cultivation of this varietal. Dry, 

slightly nutty tasting ... delightful! This wine is a delicious aperetif and 

pairs well with lighter foods. With cheese fondue, it’s a natural!

Arca Nova Vinho Verde  
One of the best wines for seafood 

that I know! This crisp, bright, 

lively, dry white wine from Portugal is so easy 

to like! Chill it & pour it, enjoy it as an aperitif, 

with shellfish (I love it with garlicy shrimp!) 

light fish, chicken, cream sauces, soft cheese ... almost anything.

Mellot Sincerite Rose
DRY! DRY! DRY! This little 

charmer from the Loire valley is 

made without a trace of sweetness! There is 

a characteristic nose of ripe, red raspberry 

and blackberry. Lush and full on the palate, 

enjoy this, chilled, with anything from roast 

chicken to grilled fish to cold cuts and salad!

Panarroz Jumilla
90 Points from Robert Parker? 

Yeah, I know ... I never go by 

other people’s reviews or ratings of wines: I 

taste the wine and then look at the price, 

weighing the quality and the value. Now, in all 

truth, I had already ordered this wine before I 

saw Parker’s review, so I’m still going solely 

on my own, but it IS nice to know that the world’s leading wine critic 

agrees with me! Made from Monastrell, this red is a touch spicy, with 

flavors of cherry and licorice. Mouth-filling and rich tasting, this is a 

bargain you rally should not miss!

$9.95

Buy Darrin’s Best Buys 4 Pack 
and Save 10%

$8.95

$9.95

$9.95

$34.92
Buy all three Discovery Wines 
and Save 10% $36.77

These are Darrin’s 
Best Buys for May!

Darrin’s May 
Discovery Wines!

May 
Spirit of the Month

Come in today for our

Wines of 
the Week
CHOOSE THREE

— SAVE 10%
CHOOSE SIX

— SAVE 15%
Selection changes every Friday

Koopmanskloof Pinotage
This is the most unique 

Pinotage I’ve tasted, ever! 

This is a grape unique to South Africa, 

a cross of the Pinot Noir & Cinsault. 

The wine has a deep red color that hints 

at the depth of the aromas of plum, 

mulberry and sweet prunes found the 

nose. Ripe and richly flavored with a 

smoky note, this is a complex wine with 

a dry, earthy finish and a ripe tannin 

core. Now that we’re getting into bar-

becue season, this is one to enjoy with 

burgers & steaks.

Saint Tropez Cuvee Du 
Cep D’or Rose
This is the benchmark for 

dry Rosé wine! The folks in 

Provençe have been drinking rosés like 

this since before the time of the Romans! 

Served chilled, it is as good as it gets 

with grilled fish, charcuterie of all 

sorts, sandwiches & salads, or an her-

bed, roasted chicken. Grenache & 

Cinsault grapes give complexity and a 

delightful nose of ripe berries & herbs.

Borgo M Friulano
This used to be called 

Tocai Friulano, but now 

it’s simply Tocai… and it’s simply deli-

cious! This wine comes from the north-

east corner of Italy, where acres and 

acres of Tocai are grown on the sunny 

hillsides. The cool climate gives the 

wine a beautiful balance & makes it an 

ideal “food wine”. There is an enticing 

bouquet of pears & wildflowers with 

bright, crisp citrus flavors.

Heart Of The Hudson Vodka
Heart Of The Hudson Vodka is 

a super-premium hand made 

vodka, produced from 100% Hudson Valley 

Apples. This fine vodka comes off the still 

at 191 proof. It is distilled three times, to 

ensure a deliberately smooth vodka. Bottled 

at 80 proof, it is Tuthilltown Distiller’s pur-

est, lightest spirit. It is a vodka like no other, vodka with honest 

character. Heart of The Hudson Vodka IS the perfect vodka! 

Great over ice or with citrus garnish.

$33.95$13.95

$11.95

$14.95

Park Slope Flea
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 

from 10am–5pm
194 20th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232 

(Between Fourth & Fifth Avenues)

 

Park Slope Flea

Email: info@ParkSlopeFlea.com
Tel: (347) 596-9614 

he beloved 
H e i g h t s 
Pla yers ran 

a ground with 
“Show Boat,” 
their current 
production. 
 Like the current of the 
mighty Mississippi, which 
provided the setting for the 
show, this vintage Jerome 
Kerr and Oscar Hammerstein 
musical of racial taboos and 
star-crossed love was simply 
too daunting for the Willow 
Place thespians.
 I don’t mean to be a Players 
hater, but with a few excep-
tions, the Brooklyn Heights 
company recruited an un-
derwhelming cast that lacks 
enough energy to propel the 
audience through the long 
performance of the classic 
Broadway musical.
 It’s all the more disap-
pointing because the show 
launched under propitious 
conditions. 

 From the start, I liked the 
cut of Raymond Wagner’s 
jib as Cap’n Andy Hawks, 
the proprietor of the itiner-
ant riverboat theater. Also in 
the first scene, Joe (Andrew 
Horton) sang a mesmeriz-
ing version of that Amer-
ican standard, “Ol’ Man 
River.” 
 It looked like smooth sail-
ing, but things took a turn 
for the worse as more and 
more characters appeared 
in the mammoth cast and, 
unfortunately, failed to co-
alesce. 
 Part of the love story con-
cerned the romance between 
Magnolia Hawks (Helen Za-
lantis), the captain’s musi-
cally gifted daughter, and 

Gaylord Ravenal 
(Anthony Me-
lendez), a hand-
some drifter. 
 Individually, 
each actor can 
boast having a 
pleasing voice, but they were 
a mismatched pair with Zal-
entis’s operatic vocal chords 
burying Ravenal’s crooning 
during their duets. 
 Another character with 
potential was Queenie, the 
cook (Elizabeth Ukpe). 
 Ukpe had appropriately 
sassy attitude, but not enough 
punch in her delivery to turn 
her character into the mem-
orable supporting role it’s 

meant to be.
 Director Tho mas Tyler 
could have salvaged the pro-
duction by throwing some of 
the extraneous ditties over-
board in this plodding show. 
The first act alone clocked 
in at almost two hours.
 Bottom line, the Heights 
Players, in a valiant effort, bit 
off more than it could chew 
with one of America’s best-
loved musicals.

Latest ‘Show Boat’ 
is a sinking ship

 
 “Show Boat” at the Heights 
Players [44 Willow Pl., between Jo-
ralemon and State streets, (718) 237-
2752] through May 24. Tickets $20. 

Rollin’: Andrew Horton is Joe and Elizabeth Ukpe 
is Queenie in the Heights Players’ production of 
“Show Boat,” now through May 23.
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The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension
By Mike McLaughlin

 The future of photography is on dis-
play now that the second edition of the 
New York Photo Festival has taken over 
DUMBO.
 Just as at last year’s festival, the four 
curators of the May 13–17 fest each cre-
ated an exhibit to reflect where photog-
raphy is going.
 Curator Jon Levy’s exhibit, for exam-
ple, is called “Home For Good,” featur-
ing the work of several photographers 
where various aspects of “home” served 
as their subjects — things like keep-

sakes from a family album or scraps 
of newspapers.
 Another theme is “Gay Men Play,” 
an exhibit on the way gay life and sex 
is depicted in photography, put together 
by curator Chris Boot.
 Pictured above is the otherworldly 
“Qaanaaq IIII” by Tiina Itkonen.
 Organizers said the curators suc-
ceeded brilliantly.
 “What we hope to achieve is to mix 
up the international, the New York City, 
the Powerhouse and the DUMBO com-

munity into one big pot of photography 
gumbo,” said Daniel Power, co-chair 
of the New York Photo Festival and 
owner of Powerhouse Books, a shop 
and publishing company.
 New York Photo Festival at St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [38 Water St., be-
tween Dock and Main streets, (718) 
254-8779], and Powerhouse Books 
[37 Main St. between Water and Front 
streets, (718) 666-3049], May 13-17. For 
info, visit www.nyphotofestival.com.

— Aisha Gawad
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4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 45th Sts.) (718) 438-2009

Private dining room for parties

Dominican Cuisine

JUST THE RIGHT FOOD
...at just the right price

Broiled Pork Chops
Served with fried green
plantain chips and salad

$10.45

LIVE PERFORMANCES ON TWO STAGES

THE GATE @ 3rd St.
12:00 Puppetry Theatre Arts 
12:30 DJ SuZan Z Anthony 
1:30 Blame The Patient 
2:00 Josephine 
3:00 Sonia’s Party 
4:00 Miss Fairchild 
5:00 THE PERSUASIONS 
5:30 DJ SuZan Z Anthony

1 1 a m - 7 p m   r a i n  o r  s h i n e
S t e r l i n g  P l a c e  t o  1 2 t h  S t r e e t

5 t h  A v e  /  P a r k  S l o p e  /  B r o o k l y n

Sunday, May 17th

SOUTHPAW @ Sterling Pl.
12:00 Chances With Wolves 
12:30 Questions for A Super Champion 
1:00 Keys N Krates
2:00 Chances With Wolves 
2:30 Nouvellas 
3:30 THE PERSUASIONS 
4:00 Beet Root 4
5:00 Chin Chin

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS ALONG THE AVENUE
 Puppetry Theatre Arts Booth Presents throughout the day between 2nd & 3rd St.
  - Legendary KYM HAMPTON of the WNBA New York Liberty
   - 501st & Rebel Legions Star Wars Costume Volunteers /  Make Your Own Puppets!
 Antique Automobile Assoc. of Brooklyn @ Gar�eld St. - Vote for your Favorite Car
 Local Arts & Crafts Section along 5th Ave from 3rd Street to St. Johns Place
 Plus Antiques, Local Food, Kid’s Rides, Gifts and an entire neighborhood of fun!

The Fabulous
Fi f th  Ave
FAIR

Brought to you by the Park Slope Fifth Avenue B.I.D.

Previn. $35 ($20 students). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, JOHN MEDESKI AND 
TISZIJI MUNOZ: $15. 8 pm. 
Issue Project Room [232 
Third St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 330-0313], 
www.issueprojectroom.org. 

AYNSLEY VANDENBROUCKE 
MOVEMENT GROUP: $12. 
8 pm. Center for Perfor-
mance Research [361 Man-
hattan Ave. between With-
ers and Jackson streets in 
Williamsburg], www.cprnyc.
org. 

CHORAL CONCERT: Grace 
& Spiritus Chorale of 
Brooklyn presents work by 
Handel, Brahms, Górecki 
and Mendelssohn. $15 ($12 
seniors and children). 8 pm. 
Old First Reformed Church 
[126 Seventh Ave. at Carroll 
Street in Park Slope], www.
graceandspiritus.org. 

IMPROV, GENTRIFY BROOK
LYN: Comedy show. $5. 10 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-4816], www.brooklynly-
ceum.com. 

SAT, MAY 16

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
“WILDMAN” STEVE BRILL: 

Foraging tour of Prospect 
Park. Reservation required. 
$15 ($10 children). 11:45 
am. Grand Army Plaza park 
entrance [Grand Army Plaza 
at Eastern Parkway in Pros-
pect Park, (914) 835-2153], 
www.wildmanstevebrill.com. 

BIRDWATCHING: Free. Noon. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lin-
coln Road and Ocean Av-
enue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287-3400], www.prospect-
park.org/audubon. 

 
Includes kayak trip. Free. 
Noon–3 pm. Valentino Pier 
Park [Coffey Street, near 
Ferris Street in Red Hook], 
www.redhookboaters.org. 

CRAZY JOE GALLO WALK
ING TOUR: Author Tom 
Folsom leads tour of gang-
ster’s haunts in Red Hook 
and Carroll Gardens. RSVP 
suggested. Free. 1 pm. 
Carroll Park [Smith Street 
and Carroll Street in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 643-8484], 
www.freebirdbooks.com. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: Meet 
birds and other wildlife, 
guided by a naturalist. Free. 
3 pm. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center (see venue info 
above). 

PERFORMANCE
ARTICHOKE DANCE COM

PANY: Learn dancing in a 
workshop. Free. 1-4 pm. 
J.J. Byrne Park [Fifth Av-
enue and Third Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-3195], 
www.artichokedance.org. 

ING: Young artists from 
the Youth Arts Academy 
perform with dancers from 
the upcoming DanceAf-
rica festival at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music. $5 (sug-
gested). 1-6 pm. Restora-
tion Plaza [1368 Fulton St. at 
Marcy Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 636-6996], 
www.restorationplaza.org. 

THEATER, “THE WHO’S 
TOMMY”: 2 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, May 15. 

STREB DANCE, “CATAPULT”: 
3 pm and 7 pm. See Friday, 
May 15. 

THEATER, “THE HIGH 
PRIESTESS OF DARK 
ALLEY”: 3 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, May 15. 

BATTLES: Competitive hip-
hop dancing. $15. 3–9 pm. 
JungleSpace [286 Meserole 
St. at Waterbury Street in 
Bushwick], myspace.com/
whocanroastthemost. 

BROOKLYN FOLK FESTIVAL: 
See Friday, May 15. 

THEATER, “ON THE WATER
FRONT”: Brave New World 
Repertory Theatre presents 
a reading of Budd Schul-
berg’s play. Dinner served. 
$18. 7:30 pm. Waterfront 
Museum Barge, Pier 44 [290 
Conover St. off Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (917) 285-8911], 
www.bravenewworldrep.org. 

THEATER, “THE MERCHANT 
OF VENICE”: See Friday, 
May 15. 

THEATER, “SHOW BOAT”: 

See Friday, May 15. 
THEATER, “SWEENEY 

TODD”: See Friday, May 15. 
THEATER, “THE NOSEMAK

ER’S APPRENTICE”: See 
Friday, May 15. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
See Friday, May 15. 

THEATER, “HAMLET”: See 
Friday, May 15. 

DANCE, “LE SERPENT 
ROUGE”: See Friday, May 15. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works 
by Cesar Vuksic, Thomas 
Millioto, Chris Jentsch and 
more. $15 ($10 students 
and seniors). 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Conservatory of Music 
[58 Seventh Ave. between 
St. Johns and Lincoln places 
in Park Slope, (718) 622-
3300], www.bqcm.org. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
Works by Haydn, Ravel and 
Beethoven. $35 ($20 stu-
dents). 8 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street at the East 
River in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

AYNSLEY VANDENBROUCKE 
MOVEMENT GROUP: See 
Friday, May 15. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 Free. 

9 am-5 pm. PS 321 (Seventh 
Avenue at First Street in 
Park Slope), www.park-
slopefleamarket.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS IN MC
CARREN PARK: Free. 10 
am-6 pm. McCarren Park 
(Bedford Avenue and Lo-
rimer Street in Williams-

burg), www.artistsandfleas.
com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 10 
am-5 pm. Bishop Loughlin 
HS (357 Clermont Ave. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.brown-
stoner.com/brooklynflea. 

THIRD STREET STOOP SALE: 
Free. 10 am-5 pm. Third 
Street (at Smith Street in 
Carroll Gardens). 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 
11 am-6 pm. (129 N. Sixth 
St. between Bedford Av-
enue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg), www.artist-
sandfleas.com. 

BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET: 
Free. 11 am-7 pm. Smith 
Street (at Union Street in 
Carroll Gardens), www.
brooklynindiemarket.com. 

STOOP SALE: Free. 11 am–5 
pm. 23rd Street (at Sixth 
Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights), www.ccgreen-
woodhts.com. 

OTHER
NEW YORK PHOTO FESTI

VAL: See Friday, May 15. 
ART, OPEN STUDIOS: Part of 

the South Of the Navy Yard 
Artists studio stroll. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. Inverso Ware-
housing, Inc. [35 Claver 
Pl. between Jefferson 
Avenue and Fulton Street 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant], 
www.35claver.com. For 
info on the stroll itself, visit 
www.sonyaonline.org. 

VIKING FEST: Scandinavian 
food, music and shopping. 
Half-size replica Viking ship 
and rides. Free. Noon–5 
pm. Owl’s Head Park [68th 
Street and Colonial Road 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 748-
5950], www.scandinavian-
museum.org. 

ART, OPEN STUDIOS: Tour 
the Madarts building. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. Madarts Build-
ing [255 18th St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Greenwood Heights], www.
madarts.org. 

UNDERGROUND ART 
SHOW: Rat-themed art 
exhibit held in an unused 
Atlantic Avenue subway 
tunnel. With music by DJ 
Birthmark. Please bring 
a flashlight. $10. 1–5 pm. 
[Southwest corner of 
Atlantic Avenue and Court 
Street in Cobble Hill], www.
brooklynrail.net/ratart.html.  

TALK ON THEATER IN 
BROOKLYN: Panel discus-
sion hosted by Trav S.D. 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Grand Army Plaza at East-
ern Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100]. 

FILM, “AWAY WE GO”: Special 
screening of new movie to 
benefit 826NYC. Q&A fol-
lows with director Sam Men-
des and screenwriters Dave 
Eggers and Vendela Vida. 
$30-$150. 7 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

SUN, MAY 17

OUTDOORS AND TOURS

BIRDWATCHING WALK: 
Led by the Brooklyn Bird 
Club. Free. 8 am. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth Ave-
nue and 25th Street in Sun-
set Park, (718) 768-7300], 
www.green-wood.com.

TOUR, BROOKLYN HEIGHTS: 
Led by the Urban Park 
Rangers. Free. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Heights Prom-
enade [Pierrepont Street 
near Columbia Heights in 
Brooklyn Heights]. 

PARK SLOPE HOUSE TOUR: 
$20. Noon–5:30 pm. Poly 
Prep Lower School [Pros-
pect Park West and First 
Street in Park Slope], www.
nycharities.org/event/event.
asp?CE_ID=3598. 

LAST NATURAL FOREST IN 
BROOKLYN: Tour led by 
the Urban Park Rangers. 
Free. 1 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: See Satur-
day, May 16.

PERFORMANCE
JAZZ WITH ZACK O’FARRILL 

QUARTET: $6. Noon-4 
pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar [481 
Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

THEATER, “ON THE WATER
FRONT”: 1:30 pm. See Sat-
urday, May 16. 

THEATER, “SHOW BOAT”: 2 
pm. See Friday, May 15. 

STREB DANCE, “CATAPULT”: 
3 pm. See Friday, May 15. 

THEATER, “THE WHO’S 
TOMMY”: 3 pm. See Fri-
day, May 15. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY 
TODD”: 3 pm. See Friday, 
May 15. 

THEATER, “THE MERCHANT 
OF VENICE”: 3 pm. See 
Friday, May 15.

CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
Works by Haydn, Ravel and 
Beethoven. $35 ($20 stu-
dents). 3 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street at the East 
River in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, CHRIS LIND AND 
FRIENDS: Part of Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion’s pier show. 3 pm. [499 
Van Brunt St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook], www.
bwac.org. 

THEATER, “THE HIGH 
PRIESTESS OF DARK 
ALLEY”: 4 pm. See Friday, 
May 15. 

THEATER, “IN LOVE WITH 
MOM”: Play by Lola Coo-
per. $20. 6 pm. Jalopy [315 
Columbia St. at Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

BROOKLYN FOLK FESTIVAL: 
See Friday, May 15. 

MUSIC, DAVID BINDMAN 
ENSEMBLE: $15 ($5 stu-
dents). 7:30 pm. Gowanus 
Arts Building [295 Doug-
lass St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 633-5037], 
www.davidbindman.com. 

THEATER, “HAMLET”: See 
Friday, May 15. 

AYNSLEY VANDENBROUCKE 
MOVEMENT GROUP: See 
Friday, May 15. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 See 

Saturday, May 16. 
RECORD FAIR: Over 30 tables 

of punk, DIY, new wave and 

more. $5. 10 am. Southpaw 
[125 Fifth Ave. at St. Johns 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
230-0236], www.spsounds.
com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 
Saturday, May 16. 

BROOKLYN FLEA INDOORS: 
See Saturday, May 16.

BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET: 
See Saturday, May 16. 

ART IN THE PARK FESTIVAL: 
Art exhibits, craft booths, 
plant sale, kids activities 
and more. Free. Noon-5 
pm. Narrows Botanical Gar-
den [71 Street and Shore 
Road in Bay Ridge], www.
narrowsbg.org. 

SPRING CRAFTACULAR: Indie 
crafts market. $2. Noon–7 
pm. Warsaw [261 Driggs 
Ave. at Eckford Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 387-0505].

OTHER
NEW YORK PHOTO FESTI

VAL: See Friday, May 15. 
FABULOUS FIFTH AVENUE 

FAIR: Street fair with live 
performances (including 
the Persuasions), puppet 
shows, antique cars, crafts, 
food and more. Free. 11 
am–7 pm. [Fifth Avenue, 
from Sterling Place to 12th 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
637-1955]. 

FIT MAMA DAY: New moms 
learn about fitness regimes. 
Reservations required. $15. 
11 am–4 pm. Picnic House 
[Enter park at Third Street 
and Prospect Park West in 
Prospect Park], www.NYFit-
mama.com. 

SOUTH OF THE NAVY YARD 
ARTISTS STUDIO STROLL: 
See Saturday, May 16.

BIKE AND BODY WASH: 
Bikini-clad workers wash 
you and your bike on the 
sidewalk. Noon–5 pm. Hi 
Christina [632 Grand St. be-
tween Leonard Street and 
Manhattan Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg], hichristina.com.

NORWEGIAN CONSTITU
TION DAY PARADE: Free. 
1:30 pm. [Fifth Avenue, 
from 90th Street to 67th 
Street in Bay Ridge], www.
may17paradeny.com. 

ART OPENING: Work by 
Shanee Epstein. Free. 
2–5 pm. 440 Gallery [440 
Sixth Ave. between Ninth 
and Tenth streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 499-3844], 
www.440gallery.com. 

PIG ROAST: Artist Lisa Mar-
chetti roasts a pig as a 
sculptural endeavor, but 
guests can eat it. Served 
with full meal and live 
music. $15 ($10 in advance). 
6 pm. 248 BS Gallery [248 
Monroe Ave. in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (973) 902 9915], 
248bs.org. 

SUBMARINE CINEMA: Jean 
Painleve’s strange, sexy 
films of sea life, with a new 
soundtrack by Yo La Tengo. 
Free. 7 pm. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FILM, “CROOKLYN”: Outdoor 
screening of Spike Lee’s 
minor work. Free. 8 pm. Ha-
bana Outpost [757 Fulton 
St. at S. Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 858-
9500], www.ecoeatery.com. 

MON, MAY 18
READING, PETER WOIT: Au-

thor of “Not Even Wrong: 
The Failure of String Theory 
& the Continuing Chal-
lenge to Unify the Laws of 
Physics.” 7:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West 
at Second Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

TUES, MAY 19
READING, JOANNA SMITH 

RACKOFF: Author of “A 
Fortunate Age.” With Jami 
Attenberg. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-0096], word-
brooklyn.wordpress.com. 

READING, BRIAN BIEGEL: 
Author of “Miracle Ball: My 
Hunt for the Shot Heard 
‘Round the World.” Free. 
7:30 pm. Barnes and Noble 
Park Slope [267 Seventh 
Ave. at Fifth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832-9066]. 

WED, MAY 20
CARROLL PARK FLEA MAR

KET: Dozens of vendors. 
11 am. Carroll Park [Smith 
Street between President 
and Carroll streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 522-5259]. 

GALA BENEFIT: With Karen 
Akers. $275. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. at 
Hillel Place in Flatbush, 
(718) 951-4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

THE BROOKLYN WAY OF 
DEATH: Brooklyn funeral 
home directors discuss his-
toric and current art, music, 
dance and oratory rituals of 
bereavement. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Grand 
Army Plaza at Eastern Park-
way in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

JOSEPHSON: Author of 
“Cafe Society: The Wrong 
Place for the Right People.” 
Free. 7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacific 
and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

READING, JOHN HODG
MAN: “Daily Show” legend 
will read to benefit PS 107’s 
library fund. $15. 7:30 pm. 
PS 107, fourth floor [1301 
Eighth Ave. at 13th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 330-9340], 
www.ps107.org. 

CHORAL CONCERT: Grace 
& Spiritus Chorale of 
Brooklyn presents work by 
Handel, Brahms, Górecki 
and Mendelssohn. $15 
($12 seniors and children). 
7:30 pm. Lafayette Avenue 
Presbyterian Church [85 
S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene], 
www.graceandspiritus.org. 

THURS, MAY 21
REGINA OPERA: Soloists 

present concert of opera 
and Broadway selections. 
Free. 1:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Dyker 
Heights branch [8202 13th 
Ave. at 82nd Street in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 236-1760], 
www.reginaopera.org. 

Continued from page 8

Wayne “The Train” 
Hancock will per-
form at Jalopy on 
May 21, capping 
off a night that in-
cludes Andy Fried-
man and the Jack 
Grace Band.

For more Brooklyn Nightlife  
options, see our listings at

BrooklynPaper.com/Nightlife

To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
brooklynpaper.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We 
regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

See 9 DAYS on page 14
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the department said that on at least two occasions in early 
May, the streetlight malfunctioned.
 Cusack, who witnessed the aftermath of one recent pileup, 
said the signal was out of order at the time of that crash. 
And Borough President Markowitz’s police liaison, Leslie 
Lewis, told The Brooklyn Paper that he’d received com-
plaints from other people about glitches at that light.
 If the misfiring turn signal is not strictly to blame, there 
are other theories, including the pervasive opinion that impa-
tient eastbound drivers on Atlantic Avenue are to blame.
 Currently, westbound drivers on Atlantic Avenue get 
the green before eastbound cars, which is designed to al-
low people to safely make a left turn onto Hoyt Street. In 
a cruel twist, many Boerum Hill residents think this head 
start prompts eastbound drivers to conclude their light is 
green, too — though this is hardly the only intersection 
in the city where one direction gets a “go” signal first.  
 “When the westbound light lights, the people eastbound 
are stopped at a red light. They see the other direction 
driving, so they’re losing patience. They say, ‘We’re go-
ing, too’ and they smack into the cars making a left-hand 
turn,” said Lewis, also a member of the Boerum Hill As-
sociation.
 As a response to the surge in crashes, the Transportation 
Department said it would install a “Wait for green signal” 
sign to restrain eastbound drivers on Atlantic Avenue from 
peeling through the intersection.
 The pattern of accidents revived memories of the 2006 
crash when a car struck by another vehicle killed a 75-year-
old man socializing with friends in front of a bodega on the 
southeast corner and injured another pedestrian. 
 Since then, the Department of Transportation has insti-
tuted other changes to reduce the high rate of accidents, in-
cluging installing a turn signal at the troublesome intersec-
tion.
 The department says its efforts have been largely suc-
cessful.
 “[Since then], accident rates subsequently dropped by 
nearly a third from the previous year, and there have been 
no fatalities or pedestrian injuries in that time,” said agency 
spokesman Seth Solomonow.
 He said that in 2007, there were 31 reported accidents 
at the intersection of Hoyt Street and Atlantic Avenue, a 
figure that dropped to 21 in 2008. Through May 13 of this 
year, there have been 12 accidents.
 The stretch of Atlantic Avenue between Hicks Street and 
Flatbush Avenue got its nickname, “The Avenue of Death 
and Destruction,” after a 2006 investigation in The Brook-
lyn Paper discovered that there had been 583 accidents on 
the strip between Jan. 1, 2005 and Oct. 15, 2006.

Continued from page 1

CRASH…

By Thomas Tracy
Community Newspaper Group

 The fight to succeed Councilman David Yassky in the 
33rd Council district was never considered “scrappy” un-
til Tuesday night, when candidates posed no-holds-barred 
questions to their opponents and showed some of their true 
colors in the process.
 The outcome of the Park Slope Civic Council’s candidate 
forum was best described by candidate Ken Baer: “We’re 
not as congenial as the guys in the 39th Councilmanic Dis-
trict.”
 The poorly attended forum was all the more empty due to 
the absence of two of the seven candidates — Steve Levin 
and Doug Biviano. Neither, it turns out, was invited in time, 

though Levin did man-
age to fax over a state-
ment, which was read 
to the sparse crowd at 
PS 282 on Sixth Ave-
nue.
    Biviano, the new-
comer in the race, was 
“bummed out,” he 
said.
    “I didn’t know about it 
until later that night,” he 
said. “It seems to be an 
oversight, but I couldn’t 
sleep and I punched my 

pillow a few times because I missed this great opportunity 
to address the voters.”
 Pillow feathers in Biviano’s Brooklyn Heights home 
weren’t the only things that were ruffled. Civic Council 
President Ken Freeman’s request that the candidates ask 
each other a question allowed things to come to a full 
boil.
 Ken Diamondstone and Evan Thies immediately turned 
their attention to front-runner Jo Anne Simon, with Dia-
mondstone taking her to task for her approach to the much-
reviled Atlantic Yards project. Simon co-founded Brook-
lyn Speaks, a group that wants to change Bruce Ratner’s 
project, rather than backing Develop Don’t Destroy Brook-
lyn, which wants to take the project out of Ratner’s hands 
entirely.
 Simon responded that there are many approaches to fix-
ing Atlantic Yards.
 Thies tried to link Simon to John Heyer, who is run-
ning as a Democrat in a neighboring council district and 
is opposed to abortion and gay marriage. Simon didn’t an-
swer Thies’s query, but reiterated that she supports abor-
tion rights.
 When it was his turn to question a fellow office-seeker, 

submitted by Civic Council members, the “let the candi-
dates ask” portion was the highlight of the night.
 “It was definitely more compelling,” Freeman said. “Some-
body recommended this to me, and it really worked. There 
was more of a debate than everyone just making speeches. 
When they’re given a chance to ask the questions, some of 
them throw an elbow while others throw softballs.”
 The 33rd council district includes parts of Park Slope, 
Brooklyn Heights, Greenpoint, Williamsburg and Boerum 
Hill.” — with Gersh Kuntzman

Isaac Abraham didn’t bother with the interrogative form. 
Instead, he posed a statement at Thies, arguing that Thies’s 
claim to have worked on environmental issues was invalid 
because most of the work was done while Thies was a paid 
staffer to Yassky.
 He ended without asking a question: “I’ve done a lot of 
work on the environment — all without being paid,” he 
said.
 Baer’s asked all the candidates the same question: “Do 
you own a car and did you drive it here?” Abraham admit-

ted that drove to the forum. When Baer tried to win points 
by saying he takes the subway everywhere, the Hasidic ac-
tivist undermined him with a joke: “Bravo,” Abraham said. 
“You must have more trust in the MTA than I do.”
 Diamondstone spoke of owning a 1991 car with a manual 
transmission that he uses for trips with his partner to Ver-
mont, prompting one insider to later joke, “In this crowd, 
having a gay partner probably outweighs the stigma of own-
ing a car!”
 Though most of the forum was dedicated to questions 
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o its credit, the city Department of 
Transportation has made an unprec-
edented effort to encourage and pro-

mote bicycle commuting in this congested 
city. And bike ridership is way up, par-
tially as a result of those efforts.
 But the surge in bicycle commuting 
has caused a rise in conflict between mo-
torists and bicycle riders as they com-
pete for the same turf.
 The painting of bike lanes on dozens of 
streets — as the city has done and contin-
ues to do all over Brooklyn — has proven 
to be no substitute for a comprehensive 
network that works for the majority of 
road users (drivers), but also cyclists.
 The Department of Transportation has 
exhibited a haughty approach to com-
munity involvement — that is to say, 
there has been none — that suggests 
there is unanimity about how to calm 
Brooklyn’s Mean Streets. But one only 
need look at the comments under our on-
line story about a police bike crackdown 
in Fort Greene, or Wednesday night’s 
deeply split Community Board 6 vote 

gen Street and, disastrously, Jay Street in 
Downtown.
 But these bike lanes only offer the illu-
sion of safety because of a lack of cohesive 
planning. When a Brooklyn bridge-bound 
bicyclist using the lane on Bergen Street 
wants to make a right turn onto Smith Street, 
for example, he has to cut off fast-moving 
cars that are heading straight through the 
light. In such places, riding a bike feels 
like going into combat.
 That is why the city needs to put the 
breaks on its haphazard bike-lane ex-
pansion and do a better job of truly un-
derstanding how poorly many of these 
lanes work in the places where the rub-
ber actually hits the road.
 But such a comprehensive review could 
— and we think should — incorporate 
one bike-friendly idea whose time has 
come: the creation of bike-only portions 
of some roadways during rush hours.
 Bikers would use these car-free road-
ways, giving drivers on the nearby bike-
free roads a commute without fear of 
hitting a cyclist.

over a bike lane on Prospect Park West, 
to see that drivers, pedestrians and cy-
clists are not on the same page.
 The board voted 18-9 for the bike lane, 
but the reason for the controversy is clear: 
cyclists and motorists believe that the other 
holds the balance of power.
 Another problem is that the city treats 
cars and bikes the same: you run a red 
light or drive on the sidewalk, you get a 
ticket. You want to get to work by car or 
by bike, you have to share the roads.
 But cars and bikes are not the same. 
Cars have long enjoyed a virtual monopoly 
over every street, and drivers don’t share 
the road willingly (despite outweighing 
bikes by 200–1). To mitigate this, the city 
has painted bike lanes on major through 
streets such as DeKalb Avenue, Clinton 
Street, Third Avenue, Smith Street, Ber-

Here’s one cure for bike-car 
conflict: give cyclists a few 
roads of their own.

LETTERS

To the editor,
 I am bit perplexed why The 
Brooklyn Paper would write an 
article that promotes a walking 
tour focused on the Mafia (“This 
is one ‘Crazy’ Tour — Enjoy the 
sights of South Brooklyn’s mob 
past,” May 1).
 Maybe you are not aware of 
the more compelling stories that 
make up 99.9 percent of Italian 
and Italian-American contribu-
tions to New York. Perhaps you 
just need to be educated because 
you did not realize that this type 
of reporting is biased.
 When I did a simple search for 
“Mafia” on your Web site, there 
are 22 articles that appear com-
pared to 18 for the terms “Ital-

lin’s article about the reopening 
of Armando’s restaurant [“Is it 
lights out or sign up for Arman-
do’s?” April 7]. It immediately 
rekindled a memory I thought 
lost forever. I was born in Brook-
lyn Heights, but now live in Vero 
Beach, Florida. My family and 
I often return to the neighbor-
hood to recharge our social bat-
teries.
 Last year, we were shocked 
to see the little lobster was gone 
along with all its memories. The 
sign with the lobster was a beacon 
that told folks they were home.
 “Another piece of history 
gone,” I thought. “How sad.”
 But the news that the sign 
may return was a shot of hope 
for me, along with several oth-
ers I’ve talked to. How great it 
would be if the next time we re-
turn to the Heights, there would 
be that little lobster telling us 
we’re home.
 I urge the Landmarks Com-
mission to rule for the little lob-
ster’s return.  
 Frank Genovese,  
 Vero Beach, Fla.

To the editor,
 I have to respond to Vito Gen-

our crowded city, and St. Joseph’s 
should be praised for their com-
mitment to being a good neigh-
bor. Simeon Bankoff,  
 Windsor Terrace

The writer is executive direc-
tor of the Historic Districts 

Council.

•  •  •
To the editor,
 Three groups deserve the 
thanks of Brooklyn residents 
for preventing the construction 
of a basketball stadium in Clinton 
Hill by St. Joseph’s College: 
 1) the residents of Clinton Hill, 
who created their neighborhood’s 
historic district to protect the ap-
pearance, living conditions and 
property values of their attrac-
tive community.
 2) The members of the Land-
marks Preservation Commission, 
who prevented a structure from 
being erected that would adversely 
affect the appearance of this hand-
some historic neighborhood.
 3) And the leaders of St. Jo-
seph’s College, who accepted 
the decision of the commission 
and indicated their willingness 
to work with their neighbors to 
design a gym that will enhance 
the appearance of this vibrant 
part of Brooklyn.  
 John Casson, Park Slope

per Senior Editor Vince DiMiceli. 
If you are really of Italian heri-
tage, how can you continue do-
ing this nonsense to fellow Ital-
ians?
 Those of Italian heritage have 
been dealing with discrimination 
for centuries and it is time to stop 
bringing Italians down. 
 As one of Italian heritage, why 
not write about and give tours 
about the positive contributions 
Italian-Americans have made to 
America?
 Please cease and desist from 
this detrimental nonsense and 
move to promote the positive is-
sues the majority of Italian-Amer-
icans have done to advance the 
Italian standing throughout the 
world. 
 James Lisa, 

Corona, Queens
Editor’s note: We received a large 
number of e-mails regarding our 
article about author Tom Folsom’s 
walking tour of historic sites in the 
life of Joey Gallo. The article was 
not about Gallo’s heritage. Indeed, 
the word “Italian” did not appear 
in the story. 

To the editor,
 Recently, I read Mike McLaugh-

tile’s recent letter about lard bread 
[“Lard ask,” letters, April 30].
 He wrote that “lard bread 
doesn’t exist in the United King-
dom.” Wrong!
 He doesn’t have to long in vain 
for his fatty treats. Lard bread is 
known by several names in sev-
eral regions in the United King-
dom, including “Fourses Cake” or 
“Lardy Johns,” among others.
 Please don’t perpetuate this cu-
linary chauvinism, claiming that 
lardy treats come exclusively from 
the Italians. 
 British food has been maligned 
and misunderstood for too long! 
 Kate Perry, Kingston  
 upon Thames, England

To the editor,
 It’s important to note that af-
ter meeting with members of the 
community and hearing their con-
cerns about the proposed athletic 
center, St. Joseph’s College an-
nounced that it is rethinking its 
plans so that they better fit into 
the neighborhood (“Rejected! St. 
Joe’s bails on Clinton Ave gym 
plan,” May 8).
 The willingness to re-examine 
development plans is incredibly 
rare in institutions, especially in 

•  •  •
To the editor,
 Why the devil would anyone 
write such an article that pro-
motes a walking tour focused 
on the Mafia? Did this author, 
Tom Folsom, conduct a walking 
tour that might have covered all of 
the important sections of Brook-
lyn that were founded by immi-
grants over the many years and 
who improved the communities 
in which they lived?
 You would allow it for no other 
group of people. 
 When was the last time you al-
lowed such an article to be writ-
ten about any other ethnic or ra-
cial group?
  I would appreciate some form 
of apology to the Italian-Amer-
ican community, especially for 
those of us who were born, raised, 
educated and have contributed 
to the great borough of Brook-
lyn. As always, free press is al-
lowed in this great country of 
ours, but what is most important 
is what is appropriate to our soci-
ety. That article is and was not! 
 Joseph Sciame,  
 New Hyde Park, N.Y.

•  •  •
To the editor,
 Enough is enough!
 I address this to Brooklyn Pa-

ian” or “Italians.”
 William Medici, Manhattan

The writer is head of the 
Medici Foundation, whose 
mission is to “preserse and 

promote Italian-American and 
Italian heritage for the benefit 
and enrichment of all people.”

•  •  •
To the editor,
 Why does your paper insist of 
treating all Italians as mobsters? 
Where are the articles that ap-
propriately depict a majority of 
Italians as hard workers, innova-
tors, pioneers, sports people and 
the police and fire departments? 
The list goes on. 
 Why is it that the media con-
tinues to forget that the major-
ity of Italian migrants were (and 
still are) hard-working, family ori-
ented people? 
 Does your paper focus on sec-
ular Jewish groups and portray 
them as “totally Jewish”? What 
about other nationalities? 
 I have an Italian heritage, and 
it is time that you take note that 
neither I nor my family appreci-
ate you creating a biased, stereo-
typical, sensationalist image of 
Italians in general to cash in on 
a few bucks for your article.
 Giorgio Repeti, Manhattan

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

A BEAUTIFUL PERSPECTIVE

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM CONDOS 
FROM $335K



or more years — the agency would then consider des-
ignating some 2,000 buildings east of Fifth Avenue’s 
commercial corridor and bounded by 15th and Union 
streets.
 The third phase of requested landmarking would in-
clude an additional 2,000 structures east of Fourth Av-
enue between Flatbush Avenue and 15th Street.
 The bold Park Slope proposal could dwarf even the 
city’s largest historic district — the 2,040-building zone 
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jeisenhardt@cnglocal.com

AUTOMOTIVE
WANTED JAPANESE MO-
TORCYCLES KAWASA-
KI,1970-1980, Z1-900, 
KZ900, KZ1000, H2-750, 
H1-500, S1-250, S2-250, 
S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 7 2 - 1 1 4 2 .  
1-310-721-0726.

COMPUTERS
A NEW COMPUTER NOW! 
Brand name. Bad or NO 
credit - No problem. Small-
est weekly payments avail. 
Call NOW 1-800-838-7127

EDUCATION
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
FROM HOME, 6-8 Weeks. 
ACCREDITED. Low pay-
ments. FREE Brochure. 
1-800-264-8330 or www.di-
plomafromhome.com

ELECTRONICS
* REDUCE YOUR CABLE 
BILL! * - Get a 4-room, all-
digital satellite system in-
stalled for FREE and pro-
gramming starting under 
$20. Free Digital Video Re-
corders to new clients. So 
call now, 1-800-795-3579.

EMPLOYMENT
LOCAL TYPISTS needed im-
mediately. $400+PT - 
$800+FT weekly. Flexible 
schedules, work from home 
training provided. 
1-800-352-0667

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn 
up to $150 daily. Get paid to 
shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

National Org. Now Hiring. 
Gov't Contractor, Avg. start-
ing pay $20-$25/hr., $60K/yr 
incl. Federal Ben/OT, Paid 
training & vacations, retire-
ment, no exp. necessary. 
1-888-334-5036

FINANCIAL
LAWSUIT SETTLEMENT 
Loans, Auto Accidents & 
Work Comp. Low fees on all 
cases. 866-709-1100, 
www.glofin.com

NEED A LOAN? All loan 
types available. Helping 
people with credit problems 
since 1991. 1-800-654-1816.

INCOME
OPPORTUNITIES

100% Recession Proof! Do 
you earn $800/day? Local 
Vending route. 25 machines 
+ candy. $9,995. 
1 - 8 0 0 - 8 0 7 - 6 4 8 5 .  
(Void/SD,CT,MD)

$12.00 GUARANTEED for 
every envelope stuffed with 
our sales materials. FREE 
24hr information. 
1-877-220-4470.

$2500 WEEKLY processing 
brochures. Great opportu-
nity! Postage, supplies fur-
nished. FREE information 
call Speedline Publications. 
1-800-957-5054

EARN UP TO $500 weekly 
assembling angel pins at 
home. No experience re-
quired. 817-230-4879, 
www.angelpin.net

HONEST INCOME from 
home processing our mort-
gage assistance postcards. 
No advertising. Postage and 
materials provided. Refer-
ences available. No gim-
micks. 877-774-9295.

POST OFFICE NOW HIR-
ING! Avg. pay $21/hour or 
$54K annually including fed-
eral benefits and OT. Paid 
training, vacations, PT/FT. 
866-945-0340

MISCELLANEOUS
GET A NEW COMPUTER! 
Brand name. BAD or NO 
credit - No Problem. Small-
est weekly payments avail. 
Call now 1-800-932-4501

MISCELLANEOUS
AIRLINES ARE HIRING: Train
for high paying Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified - Housing
available. Call Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance.
888-349-5387.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE
from home. Medical, Busi-
ness, Paralegal, Computers,
Criminal Justice. Job place-
ment assistance. Computer
available. Financial aid if
qualified. Call 800-494-3586
www.CenturaOnline.com

ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION
can be treated safely and ef-
fectively without drugs or
surgery. Covered by Medi-
care/Ins. 1-800-815-1577
Ext.10 www.lifecarediabetic-
supplies.com

ONLINE PHARMACY - Buy
Soma, Ultram, Fioricet.
$71.99/90Qty., $107/180Qty
INCLUDES PRESCRIPTION!
$25/coupon. Mention Of-
fer#01A31. 1-888-620-7679.
tri-pharmacy.org

REAL ESTATE
***FREE Foreclosure List-
ings*** OVER 400,000 prop-
erties nationwide. Low down
payment. Call now
800-250-2043.

SELL/RENT YOUR TIME-
SHARE NOW!! Maintenance
fees too high? Need Cash?
Sell your unused timeshare
today. No commissions or
broker fees. Free consulta-
tion. www.sellatime-
share.com, 1-888-310-0115

Protect Family Assets 
From Bad Marriages, 

 In-laws & Heirs
Call 718-943-3638 

For my special report on the
Main Benefits of Living Trust 

Privacy & Control
Frederick J.  Martorell, Esq., P.C.

1275 81 St. Brooklyn, 11228 

ATTORNEYS

ENTERTAINMENT

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
04/15/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000331-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, grants me the 
right to: Assume the name 
of Cheryllisa Chinasa 
Mgbeme. My present name 
is Cheryl Lisa Chwnasa 
Mcbeme AKA Cheryllisa 
Mgbeme aka Cherylli 
Mgbene. My present ad-
dress is 2724 Linden Blvd., 
Brooklyn, NY 11208. My 
place of birth is Oklahoma. 
My date of birth is April 10, 
1988.

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT.  KINGS 
COUNTY. DEUTSCHE BANK 
NATIONAL TRUST COMPA-
NY AS TRUSTEE UNDER 
THE POOLING AND SER-
VICING AGREEMENT SE-
RIES INDB 2006-1, Pltf. vs. 
JASON GRANT, et al, Defts. 
Index #07-8987.  Pursuant to 
judgment of foreclosure and 
sale dated Oct. 7, 2008, I 
will sell at public auction in 
Room 274 on Thursday June 
4, 2009 at 3:00 p.m. at the 
Kings County Supreme 
Court, 360 Adams St., 
Brooklyn, NY prem. k/a 1376 
East 104th St., Brooklyn, NY 
a/k/a Block 8287, Lot 75. 
Approx. amt. of judgment is 
$333,325.07 plus costs and 
interest.  Sold subject to 
terms and conditions of filed 
judgment and terms of sale. 
PHILIP KAMARAS, Referee. 
FRENKEL, LAMBERT, 
WEISS, WEISMAN & GOR-
DON, LLP, Attys. for Pltf., 20 
West Main St., Bay Shore, 
NY. File No. 23417-  #74885.

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT: KINGS 
COUNTY U.S. BANK NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION AS 
TRUSTEE UNDER POOLING 
AND SERVICING AGREE-
MENT DATED AS OF NO-
VEMBER 1, 2005 MASTR 
ASSET-BACKED SECURITIES 
TRUST 2005-FRE1 MORT-
GAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2005-FRE1; Plaintiff(s) vs. 
ANTHONY EMANUS; et al; 
Defendant(s) Attorney (s) for 
Plaintiff (s): ROSICKI, RO-
SICKI & ASSOCIATES, P.C., 
51 E Bethpage Road, Plain-
view, New York, 11803, 
516-741-2585 Pursuant to 
judgment of foreclosure and 
sale granted herein on or 
about July 29, 2008, I will 
sell at Public Auction to the 
highest bidder at in Room 
261 at, 360 Adams Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201. On 
June 4, 2009 at 03:00 PM 
Premises known as 274 Mac-
Dougal Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11233   Block: 1534   Lot: 24  
All that certain plot, piece or 
parcel of land, with the 
buildings and improvements 
thereon erected, situate, ly-
ing and being in the Bor-
ough of Brooklyn, County of 
Kings, City and State of New 
York. As more particularly 
described in the judgment 
of foreclosure and sale. Sold 
subject to all of the terms 
and conditions contained in 
said judgment and terms of 
sale. Approximate amount 
of judgment $462,403.78 
plus interest and costs. IN-
DEX NO.  6786/07 JOHN A. 
MONTELEONE, Esq., REF-
EREE

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
04/29/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000393-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, grants me the 
right to: Assume the name 
of Qudsia Saleha Shabbir 
Awan. My present name is 
Qudsia Awan AKA Qudsia 
Shabbir Awan. My present 
address is 8645 Bay Park-
way, Brooklyn, NY 11214. 
My place of birth is Pakistan. 
My date of birth is 
06/17/1973.                  (BEN)

Notice of Formation fo Riv-
era P.R. Holdings, LLC; Arts 
of Org., filed with NY Sec. of 
State ("SSNY") 04/02/2009. 
Office in Kings County; 
SSNY designated agent for 
service or process with copy 
mailed to Attn: John J. 
Crowe, Esq., Pryor Cashman 
LLP, 410 Park Avenue, 10th 
Floor, New York, NY 10022, 
All lawful business purposes. 

IN RE: ADOPTION OF LO-
GAN ISAAC (DUVAL) JOS-
LIN. IN THE COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS OF IN-
DIANA COUNTY, PENNSYL-
VANIA, Orphan's Court Divi-
sion, No. 32-08-0511. 
AND NOW, this 3rd day of 
April, 2009, upon review of 
the foregoing Petition and 
after hearing thereon, the 
Court finds that the aver-
ments of the Petition for In-
voluntary Relinquishment of 
Parental Rights are true and 
that Tyrell (Last Name Un-
known), the natural father, 
for a period of at least six (6) 
months, has evidenced a 
settled purpose of relin-
quishing parental claim to 
Logan Isaac (Duval) Joslin 
and has failed to perform 
parental duties towards the 
said Logan Isaac (Duval) Jos-
lin. It is, therefore, ordered 
and decreed that all parental 
rights of Tyrell (Last Name 
Unknown) to his child, Logan 
Isaac (Duval) Joslin, are here-
by terminated forever. Cus-
tody of said child shall re-
main with Richard Joslin and 
Amy Joslin, who shall have 
the right to proceed with the 
adoption of the said child 
without further notice or 
consent of Natural Father.

NOTICE OF SALE 
SUPREME COURT: 
COUNTY OF KINGS - U.S. 
BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR THE STRUCTURED 
ASSET INVESTMENT LOAN 
TRUST, 2006-4 , Plaintiff, 
AGAINST DONALD 
HAYNES, ET AL. , Defen-
dant(s). Pursuant to a judg-
ment of foreclosure and 
sale duly dated 6/5/2008, I, 
the undersigned Referee 
will sell at public auction at 
the Kings County Court-
house, Room 274, 360 Ad-
ams Street, Brooklyn, 
County of KINGS, New 
York, on 6/18/2009 at 3:00 
PM, premises known as 219 
SPENCER STREET, BROOK-
LYN, NY 11205. All that 
certain plot piece or parcel 
of land, with the buildings 
and improvements thereon 
erected, situate, lying and 
being in the New York City, 
Borough of BROOKLYN, 
County of Kings and State 
of New York, Section, Block 
and Lot: Block 1763 Lot 5. 
Approximate amount of 
judgment $619,112.08 plus 
interest and costs. Premises 
will be sold subject to pro-
visions of filed Judgment 
Index #9808/2007. Edward 
M. Rappaport, Esq., Refer-
ee, 
SHAPIRO & DICARO, LLP, 
Attorney for Plaintiff 250 
Mile Crossing Boulevard, 
Rochester, NY 14624 Dat-
ed: 5/8/2009

Chevy Trail Blazer LT 2002: 
fully loaded, sun roof, a/c, 
runs very well, 87,000 miles. 
Asking $9,850 neg. Call 
718-444-8527

-Honda Odyssey 2000: very 
good condition, clean in & 
out. Location New Jersey 
10mins from GW Bridge 
$6000. Alex 201-532-0547

Buick Park Ave Ultra 2001: sil-
ver 60Kmiles. Chrome wheels,  
mint, 4 all weather new tires, 
loaded $6,800. 917-656-3520

AUTOSHELP WANTED

AUTOS
$500! HONDAS & TOYO-
TAS FROM $500! Buy Police 
Impounds & Repos! Acuras, 
Nissans, Chevys & more 
from $500! For Listings 
800-366-0124 ext. L215

DONATE YOUR CAR to 
SPECIAL KIDS FUND. Help 
Disabled Children With 
Camp and Education. Non-
Runners OK. Quickest Free 
Towing. Free Cruise/Hotel 
Voucher.
Tax Deductible. Call 
1-866-448-3254.

*Police Impounds for Sale!* 
Honda Civic 2002 only 
$1000! Honda Accord 1998 
only $750!  Hondas, Toyotas, 
Nissans & More from $500! 
For Listings 800-366-0124 
ext. L213

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

100% RECESSION PROOF! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? 
Your own local candy route. 
Includes 25 Machines and 
Candy.  All for $9,995. 
800-893-1185 (Void in SD & 
MD)

**Are You Making $1,500.00 
+ PER WEEK? ALL CASH 
VENDING! Incredible In-
come Opportunity! Snack-
soda... Minimum $8K To 
$40K Investment Required. 
Excellent Quality Machines. 
800-962-9189

e3buy.com- Free Auc-
tion/Classified network. Buy, 
sell, trade anything. Amaz-
ing money making opportu-
nity. Start your own Auction 
website. www.part-
ner.e3buy.com

Earn $500.00-$2,500.00 
WEEKLY processing our fly-
ers, brochures. Great oppor-
tunity ! Postage supplies fur-
nished. Processors needed 
NOW. No travel. For FREE 
information call Speedline 
Publications NOW. 
1-800-395-5972

Paid In Advance! Make 
$1000 weekly Stuffing Enve-
lopes from home. 100% Leg-
it!  Income is Guaranteed! 
No experience required. 
Apply Today!
www.startstuffingnow.com   

WHAT RECESSION??? My 
Income is Exploding. Why? 
A Billion People ate Choco-
late Yesterday! Find out 
what is in it for you! 
1-866-457-3382 recorded in-
formation

EDUCATION
AND TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - 
Train for high paying Avia-
tion Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Fi-
nancial aid if qualified -Hous-
ing Available.  CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
(888) 349-5387.

EDUCATION
AND TRAINING

Attend College Online from 
Home. *Medical, *Business, 
*Paralegal, *Computers, 
*Criminal Justice. Job place-
ment assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if 
qualified. Call 800-488-0386 
www.CenturaOnline.com

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast Affordable & Accredit-
ed. FREE Brochure. Call 
NOW! 1-800-532-6546 Ext. 
96 www.continentalacade-
my.com

FINANCIAL
$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT 
CASH NOW!!! AS seen on 
TV. Injury Lawsuit Dragging? 
Need $500-$500,000++ 
within 48/hrs? Low rates. 
APPLY NOW BY PHONE! 
1-888-271-0463 www.cash-
for-cases.com

HEALTH
AND FITNESS

ONLINE PHARMACY Buy 
Soma, Ultram, Fioricet, Pro-
zac, Buspar $71.99/90 
$107/180 Quantities, PRICE 
INCLUDES PRESCRIPTION! 
Over 200 meds $25Coupon 
Mention Offer:#31A31. 
1-866-491-2712. tri-pharma-
cy.net

INCOME
OPPORTUNITIES

**2009 POSTAL JOBS!** 
$14 to $59 hour + Full Fed-
eral Benefits. No Experience 
Required. NOW HIRING! 
Green Card OK. 
1-800-913-4384 ext. 95

$600 Weekly Potential$$$ 
Helping The Government 
PT. No Experience, No Sell-
ing. Call: 1-888-213-5225 Ad 
Code E. Void in Maryland 
and South Dakota.

Earn up to $500 weekly as-
sembling our angel pins in 
the comfort of your own 
home. No experience re-
quired. Call 413-303-0474 or 
visit www.angelpin.net

Government Jobs- $12- 
48.00/hr.  Full Benefits/Paid 
Training.  Work available In 
areas like Homeland Se-
curity, Law Enforcement, 
Wildlife & more! 
1-800-320-9353 Ext 2002 

Help Wanted Earn Extra In-
come, assembling CD cases 
from home. Start immediate-
ly, No experience necessary. 
1-800-405-7619 ext 1395 
w w w . e a s y w o r k - g r e a t -
pay.com

Mystery Shoppers Needed. 
Earn up to $150 per day. Un-
dercover Shoppers needed 
to Judge Retail & Dining Es-
tablishments Experience Not 
Required. Call Now 
1-877-218-6211

INCOME
OPPORTUNITIES

National Org. Now Hiring
Gov't contractor, Avg start-
ing pay $20-$25/hr, $60K/yr
incl. Federal Ben/OT, Paid
Training & Vacations, Retire-
ment, No Exp Necessary
1-888-320-1704

Paid In Advance! Make
$1000 weekly Stuffing Enve-
lopes from home. 100% Leg-
it!  Income is Guaranteed!
No experience required.
Apply Today!
www.startstuffingnow.com   

MISCELLANEOUS
A NEW COMPUTER
NOW!!!! Brand Name lap-
tops & desktops Bad or NO
Credit- No Problem Smallest
weekly payments avail. Its
yours NOW- Call
800-317-7891

Computer trouble? My Com-
puter Works your personal
Help Desk.  Fast, safe and
secure help 24/7 Sign up
now get 6 months free back
up. 888-375-8686

COUGAR DEN CIGARETTES
Offers the Best Prices on the
Web! Cartons of King Moun-
tain Cigarettes - Only
$21Shipping/Handling: 3-6
Cartons $11.55, 7-9 Cartons
$15.15 www.CougarDenCig-
arettes.com 1-888-566-9355

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE
BILL!* Get a 4-Room All-
Digital Satellite system in-
stalled for FREE and pro-
gramming starting under
$10. FREE DVR and HD Up-
grades for new callers, SO
CALL NOW. 1-800-699-7159

REAL ESTATE
BUY HUD Homes from
$199/mo! 4bd 2ba only
$325/mo! 3bd 2ba only
$199/mo! More Home from
$199/mo! 5% dn, 15yrs @8%
apr! for Listings
800-366-0142 ext. T252

FORECLOSED HOME AUC-
TION  NY STATEWIDE 600+
Homes Must Be Sold! REDC
| Free Brochure www.Auc-
tion.com

FORECLOSED HOME AUC-
TION STATEWIDE 600+
Homes Must Be Sold! REDC
| Free Brochure www.Auc-
tion.com

Opportunity Knocks in NC!
ONLINE REAL ESTATE AUC-
TION www.LightHouseAuc-
t i o n S e r v i c e s . c o m
NCAF#8552

Please run under Homes for
Sale 3bd 2ba HUD Home
only $200/mo! 4bd 2ba
Home only $325/mo! Priced
to Sell! More Homes
Available! 5%dn, 20yrs
@8%apr! For Listings
800-366-0142 ext. T253

SELL/RENT YOUR TIME-
SHARE NOW!!! Maintenance
fees too high? Need Cash?
Sell your unused timeshare
today. No commissions or
Broker Fees. Free Consulta-
tion. www.sellatime-
share.com 1-866-708-3690

To Advertise
Call 718-260-2588

EMPLOYMENT

To Advertise In
Our Classifieds

Call 718-260-2588

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

FLEA
MARKET

process in which the EPA tries to force polluters to pay 
for the clean-up of contaminated sites, often through law-
suits. Federal money also pays for a portion of many Su-
perfund sites.
 The Bloomberg Administration already plans to spend 
$15 million to dredge organic waste from 1,000 feet at 
the head of the canal and $160 million on infrastructure 
that will increase water flow through the fetid corpse of 
water.
 These taxpayer investments will only mitigate the 
results of the sewage overflows, and resulted from an 
agreement with the state in 1993 to boost water quality, 
a promise that has not been met yet. 
 The mayor’s deputies say that these plans to reduce 
the sewage problem, work that is scheduled to begin this 
fall, are in jeopardy with a Superfund designation.
 Bloomberg also opposes the Superfund listing be-
cause it might deter some or all of the expected $400 
million in private investment near the Gowanus, an in-
dustrial area he’s targeted for residential development, 
and because the EPA might sue the city to pay for some 
of the clean-up.
 On Monday night, administration representatives told 
a packed crowd at the Carroll Gardens Neighborhood As-
sociation that quicker and cheaper methods exist to clean 
the Gowanus instead of the often-litigious and lengthy 
Superfund process. 
 “The city thinks we can do it a different way,” said 
Caswell Holloway, the chief of staff for Deputy Mayor 
Ed Skyler.
 Yet the Bloomberg Administration concedes that the 
Superfund debate forced the city to rapidly adjust its ob-
jectives, now aiming for a much higher level of cleanli-
ness than it had before the EPA became involved.
 “The new standard that the city has to meet is the stan-
dard that a Superfund clean-up would attain,” said Hol-
loway. “One way or the other this work has to be done 
fully.” 
 The city is developing a three-pronged scenario to de-
contaminate the canal:
 • Proceed with the planned and mandated $175 mil-
lion in dredging and work on the so-called “flushing 
tunnel,” which brings in so-called fresh water from the 
Buttermilk Channel.
 • Partner with the Army Corps of Engineers, which 
the city hopes would provide the bulk of funding, to 
dredge the entire canal.
 • Compel polluters from the 250 current and former 
property owners along the canal to contribute to a pool 
of clean-up money.
 Already, the EPA has criticism of this approach. 
 “Any proposal from [the city] would have to address 
our fundamental concern, but I have my doubts about 
their ability to develop a package that does that,” said 
Mugdan. 
 “Where’s the money coming from? If [the Army Corps 
of Engineers] is to be one of the main funding sources, 
there’s got to be some persuasive argument that that money 
in sufficient quantities would be available when needed,” 
Mugdan told The Brooklyn Paper. 
 Among activists who live near the canal, there is more 
support for a Superfund listing, even with its checkered 
record, than for Mayor Bloomberg’s argument. 
 “The EPA has been doing this for years and years and 
years. [The city] is trying to play catch up,” said Glenn 
Kelly, a member of the Carroll Gardens Neighborhood 
Association. 
 The EPA will accept public comments about the Gow-
anus Canal until July 8 and might add the waterway to 
its Superfund list as early as September. 
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CANAL…

HISTORY IN PARK SLOPE…

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Williamsburg — the jam-packed 
home to scores of art galleries, hun-
dreds of bands and even 30 kickball 
teams— just made space for a little 
history, too. 
 The Landmark Preservation Com-
mission unanimously voted on Tues-
day to make Fillmore Place, a one-
block street, the neighborhood’s 
first historic district, protecting its 
29 charming mid-19th–century row-
houses from major alteration.
 “Constructed for working class-
tenants, the architecture of the build-
ings in this district has more in com-
mon with fashionable middle- and 
upper-class single-family rowhouses 
than the tenements that were typically 
built to house them,” said Commis-
sion Chairman Robert Tierney. “The 
district is an evocative reminder of 
this period in Brooklyn’s history.”

The city has turned one-block-long Fillmore Place in Williams-
burg into a historic district. Henry Miller would be pleased.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 f
ile

 /
 A

lly
se

 P
ul

lia
m

 Writer Henry Miller certainly 
agreed with the sentiment. After all, 
one of those houses on the block be-
tween Driggs Avenue and Roebling 
Street, was his boyhood home. 
 In some of the less explicit pas-
sages of “Tropic of Capricorn,” Miller 
wrote that Fillmore Place is “the most 
enchanting street I have ever seen in 
all my life” and “the ideal street.”
 Current preservationists were ex-
cited at the prospect of a historic dis-
trict — even such a tiny one — in a 
neighborhood that has seen unprece-
dented development during the last 
real-estate boom. 
 “In Williamsburg, there have 
been so many teardowns over the 
decades that you rarely have a con-
tinuous row that was all developed 
in one point,” said Ward Dennis, a 
Community Board 1 member who 
is also on the Williamsburg Green-
point Preservation Alliance. 

easy to opt out of the zone. Living in a his-
toric district requires property owners to seek 
special permits from the Landmarks commis-
sion should they want to alter the façades of 

their buildings — whether the buildings are 
landmarks or not.
 As such, expansion of historic districts tends 
to be controversial.

in Manhattan’s 
Greenwich Vil-
lage — by some 
5,000 structures. 
 But Peter Bray, 
chair of the Civic 
Council’s Historic 
District Expansion 
Committee, said at 
the meeting that 
he is confident 
that landmarking 
such a large dis-
trict is not just fea-
sible, but urgent.
 “There is so 
much of Park 
Slope that is at 
risk and in dan-
ger of develop-
ment,” he said. 
“We want to pre-
serve everything 
that needs to be 
preserved.”
 If the city 
moves forward 
with investigat-

ing the proposed historic district, not every block that 
is looked at will necessarily be included, said Landmarks 
Preservation Commission spokeswoman Lisi de Bour-
bon.
 “For a historic district, we look for a distinct sense of 
place, and a coherent streetscape,” she said.
 Just one section of the Park Slope is excluded from 
the Civic Council’s proposal: New York Methodist Hos-
pital, which occupies much of the blocks between Fifth 
and Seventh streets and Seventh and Eighth avenues.
 The Civic Council did not include the medical cen-
ter in its proposed district because the block wouldn’t 
likely qualify as historic anyway, Bray said at the meet-
ing. Also, the hospital opposes such designation due to 
the possible need for future development.
 Homeowners in the expanded zone won’t find it so 

A proposal by the Park Slope 
Civic Council would expand 
the neighborhood’s historic 
district beyond its current con-
fines (zig-zag line).
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 Watercolors 
by Michael Henry. . 
6–8 pm. Corinne Rob-
bins Gallery [147 Atlantic 
Ave. between Henry and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 855-1672], 
corinnerobbins.com. 

 How-
ard Hawks’s late-career 
film. 6:50 pm show in-
troduced by film critics 
Andrew Sarris and Molly 
Haskell. $11. 6:50 pm and 
9:30 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

 Author of “The 
Billionaire’s Vinegar: The 
Mystery of the World’s 
Most Expensive Bottle of 
Wine.” With wine experts 
David Kamp, David Lynch 
and Mike Steinberger. 

. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

 
Authors of “Pig Candy: 
Taking My Father South, 
Taking My Father Home: A 
Memoir” and “Please Ex-
cuse My Daughter.” . 7 
pm. BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

 
Author of “Cooking With 
Love: Ventures into the 
New Israeli Cuisine.” . 
7 pm. Barnes and Noble 
Park Slope [267 Seventh 
Ave. at Fifth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832-9066]. 

 $15. 7 pm. PS 321 
[180 Seventh Ave. at Sec-
ond Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 499-2412 X1230], 
www.ps321.org. 

 Wine and 
cocktail tasting. $50. 7:30 
pm–10:30 pm. Carver 
Bank [1281 Fulton St. be-
tween Arlington Place 
and Nostrand Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636-6989]. 

 8 
pm. See Friday, May 15. 

 8 pm. See Fri-
day, May 15. 

 See 
Friday, May 15.

 See 
Friday, May 15.

 See Friday, 
May 15. 

 
$10. 8 pm. Issue Project 
Room [232 Third St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 330-0313], www.
issueprojectroom.org. 

 
$20 ($10 students and 
seniors). 8 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street at the East 
River in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.
org. 

 $10. 8 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

 
Metaphysical thriller. $15-
$18. 8:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.nervetank.com. 

FRI, MAY 22
 Four 

American companies in-
spired by African music 
and movement. $20–$45 
($10–$22.50 children). 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 15. 

 8 pm. See Fri-
day, May 15. 

 8 
pm. See Friday, May 15. 

 See 
Friday, May 15. 

 Signal performs 
Sarah Kirkland Snider’s 
“Penelope.” With So Per-
cussion. $12. 8 pm. Galapa-
gos Art Space [16 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.gala-
pagosartspace.com. 

 See 
Friday, May 15. 

 See Friday, 
May 15. 

 
Cynthia Hopkins’s multime-
dia adventure. $30–$42.50. 
St. Ann’s Warehouse [38 
Water St. at Dock Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 254-8779], 
www.stannswarehouse.org. 

 
$10. 8 pm. Issue Project 
Room [232 Third St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 330-0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

 $25 
($20 seniors, $15 students). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org.

SAT, MAY 23

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
 Led 

by the Brooklyn Bird Club. 
. 8 am. Prospect Park 

Grand Army Plaza entrance 
[Grand Army Plaza at East-
ern Parkway in Prospect 
Park], www.brooklynbird-
club.org/trips.htm#25. 

 See Saturday, 
May 16. 

 
Self-guided trip. . 
1–5 pm. Gowanus Canal 
[Second Street, near Bond 
Street in Gowanus], www.
gowanuscanal.org. 

 Tour 
the gardens. Reservations 
required. $20. 1 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Sunset Park, (718) 768-7300], 
www.green-wood.com. 

 See Sat-
urday, May 16.

PERFORMANCE

 2 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, May 15. 

 Four Ameri-
can companies inspired by 
African music and move-
ment. $20–$45 ($10–
$22.50 children). 2 pm and 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

 3 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, May 15. 

 
See Friday, May 15. 

 See 
Friday, May 15. 

 See 
Friday, May 15. 

 See Friday, 
May 15. 

 
$30–$42.50. See Friday, 
May 22.

 
Works by Bach, Beethoven 
and Fauré. $35 ($20 stu-
dents). 8 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street at the East 
River in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.
org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 See 

Saturday, May 16. 

 See Satur-
day, May 16. 

 See Satur-
day, May 16. 

 See 
Saturday, May 16. 

 
See Saturday, May 16. 

Continued from page 10
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with jaywalking. New York can afford to look the other 
way as long as the bikers are riding safely.”
 The red light violation carries a $120 penalty, and this 
was Levy’s second pedaling punishment this spring.
 Back in Fort Greene on Friday, one biker was slapped 
with $350 in tickets for running a red light on Lafayette 
Avenue and not properly signaling as he made a turn onto 
the Carlton Avenue bike lane.
 “There have to be rules for bicyclists, but cycling needs 
to be encouraged,” said the suddenly discouraged Brion 
Snyder, a music producer from Clinton Hill. “Now I have 
$350 in fines. It seems irrational since it’s a minor infrac-
tion. It’s egregious.” 
 Cops said the crackdown was long overdue.
 “It was targeted towards enforcing traffic laws,” said a 
police source from the 88th Precinct. “Running a red light 
is not safe for the cyclist or anyone else in the street.” 
 The ticket blitz is a bitter irony for bikers who have com-
plained since the lane’s creation last year that vehicles, in-
cluding officers at the 88th Precinct stationhouse near the 
corner of Classon Avenue, but especially delivery trucks, 
regularly block the lane with parked cars along the busy 
corridor.
 Cop sources conceded that the newfound heightened en-
forcement of the traffic rules came only after motorists and 
pedestrians mounted complaints about dangerous and ille-
gal maneuvers by their two-wheel loving neighbors. 
 One driver, himself stopped at a red light in Clinton Hill, 
said many bikers are a hazard.
 “No, they don’t follow the laws,” the driver moaned. 
“Last week, my car got hit by a bike.” 
 And with only five motorists getting nailed in last week’s 
crackdown with citations for obstructing the bikers’ route, 
word quickly spread among rogue riders that they were un-
der scrutiny — and they quickly heeded the lesson of the 
suddenly strict enforcement.
 “This whole ride I’ve been stopping for red lights,” said 
Lauren Kelleher, near the corner of Clinton Avenue on Mon-
day afternoon. “My roommate just got a ticket for it!”
 But most cyclists act like red lights are stop signs, halt-
ing just long enough to see that intersections are clear of 
traffic.
 “I stop, at least a quick stop, just to check,” said Catalina 
Monsalve.

 Samaha was there that night, when the gun-wielding ter-
rorists burst into the store.
 “One man pointed a gun at me and the other held a gun 
to my wife’s head,” said Samaha, who was still seething 
with cold rage a week after the vicious attack.
 If Samaha gets his chance to mess up the muggers, he’d 
actually be the second neighborhood grocery owner who 
fought back. On May 9, owners of Blondie’s Deli, on Green-
wood Avenue between East Seventh Street and Prospect 
Avenue, responded with a brutal force that took even the 
thugs by surprise.
 In that incident, the sixth in the gangsters’ month-long 
spree, the robbers burst into the store just before 7 pm. One 
of the brutes jumped up onto the counter and reached into 
the register, but the store’s owner lunged at him, driving 
him outside, where the fight continued.
 Moments later, the owner’s uncle leapt out of the store 
with a baseball bat, swinging for the fences and sending 
the thugs fleeing to the safety of their getaway car.
 Police said the latest two attacks are part of a string of 
remarkably similar incidents by the two gunmen and their 
accomplice in a black Ford Expedition SUV.
 “They always hit someplace close to a highway, so they 
can get away quickly,” said a police spokeswoman.
 Cops say that the reign of terror started on April 6 at 
Sarubia Grocery, on the corner of Avenue K and East 37th 
Street in Flatlands, but this robbery was foiled because the 
thugs could not get the cash register open. 
 Three more incidents quickly followed:
 • On April 22, the gunmen returned to Sarubia Grocery 
at around noon, pistol-whipped a customer, and emptied 
the register.
 • On April 29, the thugs entered a grocery store on Third 
Avenue in Bay Ridge at 10 pm, and one of the gunmen shot 
the clerk in the left shoulder before running off with a fistful 
of dollars. Police have not released the name of that store.
 • On May 3, the two men stormed into Greenwood Mini 
Mart on Seventh Avenue at 20th Street at 8:30 pm, brandish-
ing guns and demanding cash. They got what they wanted, 
then fled in their getaway car. 
 Police are urging anyone with information about the 
crimes to call (800) 577-8477 (TIPS). The public can also 
submit their tips by logging onto the Crime Stoppers 
Web site at www.nypdcrimestoppers.com or by texting 
their tips to 274637 (CRIMES), then entering TIP577.

 — Evan Gardner

Continued from page 1

TICKETS…

Continued from page 1

DARE…

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 There’s a new green mon-
ster in the sportsworld — a 
stand of new  trees that have 
proven to be a kick in the 
kickballs to McCarren Park’s 
most-popular athletes.
 The spindly trees, planted 
around the Greenpoint park 
within the last month, have 
forced the organizers of the 
famed kickball league to re-
orient playing fields in a new 
configuration that puts play-
ers at risk of dangerous out-
field collisions, the sportsmen 
and women told The Brooklyn 
Paper, the borough’s semi-of-
ficial kickball organ.

 The 20-odd baby trees, 
which were planted as a part 
of Mayor Bloomberg’s “Mil-
lion Trees” program, affect all 
three Brooklyn Kickball fields, 
which are used simultaneously 
on Sunday nights.
 “You have to watch out, or 
else you’ll get hit in the back 
of the head,” said Bushwick 
resident B.J. Steiner of the “Di-
vine Sisterhood of the Sacred 
Bleeding Heart” squad. 
 According to Brian Ric-
cardi, who plays for “P. Diddy’s 
White Party featuring Fat Kid 
Hustle,” some of the players’ 
free-spirited nature might put 
them in even greater peril.
 “We were basically in the 

other field whenever one of 
the big kickers came up,” said 
Riccardi. “Considering our 
steady diet of PBR [a popu-
lar ‘beer’], someone is bound 
to get hurt.”
 The city claims it planted the 
saplings simply to restore the 
greenspace to Gilmore Clark’s 
1936 design.
 “This area was originally 

conceived as a passive-use 
area,” Parks Department 
spokesman Phil Abramson 
wrote in an e-mail. “With 
many venues in McCarren 
Park already dedicated to ac-
tive recreation such as its ball-
fields, turf field, running track 
and basketball courts, we also 
strive to ensure that space is 
available for more passive 

pursuits such as picnics, sun-
bathing, and book reading.” 
 But kickball sources say 
they can’t comprehend why 
their section of the park — 
which includes a baseball di-
amond and is cordoned off 
from the more passive areas 
of the park with a walking 
path — doesn’t qualify for 
active recreation.

 Some kickballers want the 
city to transplant the newly 
sewn arbors across the path 
and off the playing field, 
while others claim that the 
game must go on.
 “I don’t think it matters 
that much,” said Sam Dor-
off of the “Mathletes” team. 
“I’m just excited to be out 
here for the season.”

Brooklyn kickballers say that newly planted trees in 
McCarren Park force them to play back to back.
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By Emilia Brock
for The Brooklyn Paper

 An evolution-themed art-
work that beautified an ugly 
scaffolding was ripped down 
by state officials who claimed 
the artists did their public ser-
vice without permission.
 On May 8, the artist group 
De-Fence installed wood cut-
outs of various flora and fauna 
on the eyesore scaffold that 
has surrounded the Empire 
Stores warehouse in DUMBO 
for two years. The work de-
picted a storyline of evolu-
tion, moving from small wa-
ter creatures to a throng of 
birds bursting into flight. 
 Locals hailed the piece, 
but the more-important crit-
ics work at the state Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation, which removed 
the artwork on Monday.
 “I can’t say I’m surprised,” 

the nature-friendly artwork 
vandalism.
 “They never even attempted 
to get permission,” Gordon 
said. “We have lots and lots 
of art events, but you just have 
to ask for permission.”
 The art project was timed 
to coincide with BKLYN De-
signs at St. Ann’s Warehouse 
on Water Street between Main 
and Dock streets, across from 
the decrepit Empire Stores, a 
Civil War-era building that 
is falling apart as the state 
decides what to do with it.
 After state workers did their 
dirty work on Monday, locals 
were upset at the return of the 
“bleak fence,” Jeffreys said. 
 “Residents from the area 
were so sad that it was go-
ing,” he said. “If it’s an im-
provement and everyone likes 
it, can’t we listen to that and 
make it work?”

said John Jeffreys, president 
of Exhibitology Incorporated, 
which funded the project. 
“We didn’t really get permis-
sion to do it. Their reaction 
is one they have to take, but 

a bit of an over-reaction.”
 Rachel Gordon, the re-
gional director of state Parks, 
said she had to act only be-
cause the group didn’t bother 
to get permission, rendering 

State parks workers removed the artwork claiming 
that the creators did not ask for permission.
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