
til the baby birds fledge and 
they are out of the nests,” the 
avian expert added.
 It seems that Baldwin’s re-
quests reached the right ears, 
because Gentile hatched an 
idea to delay removing nests 
until September, when parrot 
experts say the young birds 
will be able to fly to a safe spot 
and stay with their parents un-
til work is completed.
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By Will Yakowicz
for The Brooklyn Paper

 For one afternoon in 
Prospect Park, Michael 
Jackson was still alive.
 Of course, the guest of 
honor was not able to make 
it to Spike Lee’s birthday 
party on Saturday in the 
park’s Nethermeade area, 
but thousands braved the 
initial downpour to honor 
their fallen idol, the King 
of Pop, who died in June at 
age 50.
 Some came in costume, 
some came with posters of 
the singer from his many 
musical eras, but all came 
to celebrate the man.
 “I feel like he’s alive for-
ever,” said Aamir Smith, a 
20-year-old dancer, who 
donned a look right out of 
the “Thriller” era: red silk 
oriental shirt with frog clos-
ings, tuxedo pants, loafers 
with white socks, and a jheri 
curl. “Music is eternal.”

 Another dancer who only 
gave the name “The Kon-
queror” wore rugged leather 
studded with metal and se-
quins.
 “I’m trying to represent 
my spiritual father Michael 
Jackson to the best of my 
ability,” the 24-year-old 
said. “Energy never dies. 
I am not at [his] level yet, 
but he will live in my ves-
sel ’til I pass on, and then 
live in my students’ vessel 
’til they pass on.”  
 Though the NYPD has 
gotten out of the crowd-es-
timate business, one of the 
many cops positioned in-
side the park said that at 
one point, 100 people per 
minute were entering the 
Nethermeade.
 DJ Spinna played Jack-
son’s songs from noon un-
til 5 pm, backed by a 4,000-
watt sound-system that sent 
Jackson’s backbeats all the 

Thousands turned out to celebrate the late Michael Jackson’s 51st birthday in Prospect 
Park on Saturday.
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Lee’s party for Jacko goes platinum
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 From the poorhouse to the pent-
house…
 Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries wants 
to bail out luxury apartment develop-
ers in his district with new loans that 
would turn the high-end units into 
“affordable” residences.  
 According to Jefferies (D–
Clinton Hill), there are dozens 
of incomplete projects and un-
sold condos across his cen-
tral Brooklyn district — and 
a chronic shortage of below-
market rate housing. 
 A new bill from Jeffries 
would put this peanut butter 
and chocolate together — by 
refinancing loans to troubled residen-
tial developments made between 2004 
and 2008 for up to $150 million in ex-
change for charging below-market rates 
on as many as half of the units, the New 
York Times reported. 
 Jeffries says it’s a great chance to 
salvage stalled projects and stem the 
flow of gentrification pushing working 
class people out of his district, which 

includes parts of Fort Greene, Clinton 
Hill, Prospect Heights, Crown Heights 
and Bedford–Stuyvesant.  
 “The bubble has burst and there is ex-
cess inventory,” Jeffries told The Brook-
lyn Paper last week before he submitted 
the bill. “Given the high rate of vacancy 

and the need for affordable housing, 
it seemed important for govern-

ment to find a way to transform 
some of the excess inventory 
into affordable homes.”
 Jeffries identified 65 
stalled or empty condo proj-
ects in his district, including 

the totally vacant Isabella con-
dos on Washington Avenue, the 

Collection condos on nearby Clin-
ton Avenue and the partially filled 

Forte building on Adelphi Street.
 The experience of Fort Greene, Clin-
ton Hill and Prospect Heights are simi-
lar to what’s happened in Williamsburg, 
Greenpoint and other parts of the city 
that were once bastions of the middle- 
and working-classes. 
 But some real-estate analysts say 
lenders might not want to participate 

HAKEEM’S DREAM
Bail out developers, create cheap housing

The Collection condos on Clinton Avenue is a 
completely empty luxury building that could 
be converted into affordable housing, ac-
cording to Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries.
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His story is not history
Dueling scholars in fight for the ages 

Brian Merlis

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Akituusaq, son of world-renowned walrus Ayveq, 
died on Sept. 1 of complications from pneumonia. He 
was two years old.
 Brooklyn’s adored pacific walrus – the first to be born 
in the New York Aquarium’s 113-year history – passed 
away after battling the illness for about five days, ac-
cording to officials from the Coney Island institution.
 “We are deeply saddened by the loss of our be-
loved walrus Akituusaq and are proud of the exem-
plary care that our entire staff provided during this 
critical time,” said Aquarium Director Jon Forrest 
Dohlin, who noted the walrus calf received around-
the-clock attention from a team of specialists in the 
days before his death.
 “We know Brooklyn was proud of Akituusaq and 
many loved him,” said Dohlin. “This is a loss to the 
whole community.”
 Before the sudden onset of illness, Akituusaq was 
starting to come of age. His tusks had begun to grow 
in and he had started to distance himself from his 
mother, Kulu.
 But in one way, he had not yet started to take after 
his famous father, Ayveq, who was loved the world 
over – by no one more than himself.
 “He had not exhibited any masturbatory behav-
iors,” said Dohlin, referring to Ayveq’s legendary au-Mother Kulu and her then-newborn calf Akituusaq. 

The little one died from pneumonia.
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Ayveq’s son 
dies at two

Pol acts to save baby parrots on pole

The Brooklyn Paper

 Gersh Kuntzman is a three-time loser.
 The Brooklyn Paper’s pedal-pushing editor  was 
again the victim of a bicycle theft, this time los-
ing his wheels parked in front of The Paper’s posh 
Metrotech office.
 It’s the third time 
in just over a year  
that Kuntzman, who 
prides himself on 
coming to work cov-
ered in sweat, rain-
drops, and the occa-
sional pothole swill,  
has been forced to 
walk instead of ride.
 Obviously, our ef-
fusive (and vacationing) editor has much to say 
about this latest indignity, and will bring you all 
the facts as they are made available to him — this 
week our Web site, BrooklynPaper.com. 
 Will Gersh get another free cycle from fellow 
spandex-wearing bike lovers? Log on to find out! 

NOT AGAIN!
Gersh’s bike stolen for 
third time in 15 months

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile took Dyker Heights par-
rots under his wing when he 
postponed a park renovation 
that could have caused the 
worst egg accident since 
Humpty Dumpty’s infamous 
fall.
 The Democratic pol played 
mother hen – err, mother par-
rot – earlier this year when 
he delayed uprooting parrot 
colonies from light fixtures 
above the so-called “Dust 
Bowl” in Leif Ericson Park 
— until baby birds were old 
enough to fly.
 Removing nests from 
lights is a necessary part of a 
$2.8 million renovation proj-
ect that will turn the dingy 
sandlot at corner of Eighth 
Avenue and 65th Street into 
an artificial turf field — but 
it would have been a human-
itarian disaster if it had been 
done before the young birds 
could fly away, parrot lovers 
told The Brooklyn Paper.
 “Keeping these birds alive 
isn’t easy for humans – you 

 The councilman also made 
sure that the rehabbed light-
ing fixtures would include 
similar perches, so his fine-
feathered friends can safely 
rebuild their colonies.
 “The project as it was origi-
nally designed would not have 
ensured that the parrots were 
kept safe, and it didn’t ensure 
that they would have a home 
once the project is complete,” 
said Dena Libner, a spokes-
woman for Gentile. 
 “The parrots are an inter-
esting — and literally color-
ful — part of this area,” she 
added. “It’s exciting to be 

able to preserve a very 
unique aspect of this 

district and at the 
same time, bring 
a much needed 
project to the 
community.”

 Baldwin cele-
brated the decision 

as a feather-brained 
scheme – in the best 

way!
 “They’ll get by,” said Bald-
win. “Chances are, they’ll just 
wait around until the work is 

have to feed them every three 
hours!” said Steve Baldwin, 
who first reported the story 
on his blog, Brooklyn Par-
rots (www.brooklynparrots.
com), which is unquestionably 
one of the borough’s leading 
sources of information about 
wild tropical birds. 
 “We were trying to influ-
ence the powers that be to 
at least delay this work un-

See EGGS on page 9 See BABY on page 9

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Mayoral hopeful Tony 
Avella revealed his own 
plans for Atlantic Yards — 
and his own plans for plan-
ning in general — when he 
sat down with reporters from 
The Brooklyn Paper and its 
parent company, Commu-
nity Newspaper Group, last 
week.
 The Queens Councilman 
said he would shrink Bruce 
Ratner’s stalled mega-proj-
ect, which currently calls for 
an arena and 16 skyscrapers 
near the junction of Flatbush 
and Atlantic avenues.
 “They have to reduce the 
density, I think it’s too much 

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Mayoral candidate Bill 
Thompson visited The 
Brooklyn Paper’s office on 
Monday to outline his vi-
sion for the city — and his 
plans differ from his Demo-
cratic rival on just about all 
counts.
 From Atlantic Yards to 
Coney Island, the current city 
comptroller laid out policies 
that clash with the proposals 
of Councilman Tony Avella 
(D-Queens), whom he’ll bat-
tle for the mayoral nomina-
tion in the Sept. 15 primary 
election. 
 Citing the need for af-
fordable housing, Thomp-

son called himself a “late 
supporter” of Bruce Ratner’s 
stalled Atlantic Yards mega-
project — a development that 
Avella said he would try to 
shrink if elected.
 Though the comptroller 
said he backed Atlantic Yards 
primarily for its below-mar-
ket-rate housing component, 
he said he opposed issuing 
additional public money or 
federal stimulus dollars to 
the ailing project — unless 
the cash would go exclusively 
towards the development of 
affordable housing.
 “Right now, that project 
has received a lot of public 
support,” he said. “[But] if 

See JEFF on page 3

Meet Bill ThompsonMeet Tony Avella

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Mayoral hopefuls sit down with The Paper

Councilman Vincent Gentile (right) made sure parrots 
living on a lighting structure in a Dyker Heights park 
were not disturbed during the parks renovation.
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Councilman Tony Avella 
at our Community News-
paper Group office.
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Mayoral candidate Bill 
Thompson our Down-
town office.

for that area,” said Avella, who 
in June called for a reduc-
tion in the scale of a planned 
17-story high-rise near the 
foot of the Brooklyn Bridge 
in DUMBO.
 Mirroring comments 
made by Mayor Bloomberg 
during his endorsement in-
terview with The Brooklyn 
Paper, Avella also scorned 
the kinds of community ben-
efits agreements that Ratner 

New York’s best 
election coverage

RACE FOR MAYOR

See TONY on page 9 See BILL on page 9

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Two Kings County historians are spar-
ring over factual inaccuracies in one of 
their books, and the fight is getting so in-
tense that it seems they actually believe the 
adage that only the winner gets to write 
history.
 The book feud — the borough’s biggest 
since Park Slope and Prospect Heights bat-
tled it out for literary supremacy – started 
when history writer and memorabilia col-
lector Brian Merlis sent The Brooklyn Pa-
per a scathing review of former Brook-
lyn Borough Historian John Manbeck’s 

2008 book, “Historic Photos of Brook-
lyn,” which he claims is riddled with fac-
tual inaccuracies.
 “Although Manbeck’s latest work looks 
quite good on the coffee table, when I 
opened it I was appalled to find so many 
glaring errors, overlooked or intentional,” 
wrote Merlis, who co-authored a number of 
local photo anthologies including “Brook-
lyn: The Way It Was’’ and “Brooklyn’s 
Bay Ridge and Fort Hamilton: A Photo-
graphic Journey, 1870-1970.”
 “His noble yet failed attempt to in-
form has accomplished the opposite, as 

See PARTY on page 9 See BKLYN BOOK on page 3
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UNION TEMPLE

(718) 638-7600
www.UnionTemple.org
UnionTemple@UnionTemple.org

5770

Sept 18: Rosh Hashanah Eve 8 pm
Sept 19: Rosh Hashanah 10 am
Sept 27: Kol Nidre 8 pm
Sept 28: Yom Kippur 10 am

Call now for tickets

Sept 19: Rosh Hashanah 9–10 am
Sept 28: Yom Kippur 9–10 am

No tickets required

APPRENTICESHIP 
TECHNICAL PROGRAMS

CLASSES START: Monday, June 1st

• Classes 3 nights/week • Train in 13 months
• Financial aid avai. to those who qualify

• No payments for 18 mos. • VA and VESID approved 
• Tuition reimbursement for ConEdison employees

Electronic Systems Tech
718-786-9298

Plumbing 
 718-786-2025

Heating/AC/Refrigeration
718-786-2039

Electrical 
718-786-9298

IMTI of New York
43-82 Vernon Blvd. Long Island City, NY 

www.IMTIUSA.com

NEW – GED PREP
GED ACADEMY

Intro to Construction
718-786-9298

Fast, Easy, 
Simple

CLASSES START Monday, Sept. 28th

Electronic Systems Tech Heating/AC/Refrigeration

OPEN HOUSE
Aug. 31st, 6pm-8pm

of the

STORMEYE The world’s best Cyclones coverage

By Zeke Faux

rooklyn is headed for the playoffs! But while 
Tuesday night’s 4–1 win over the Lowell’s Spin-
ners locked-up a wild card berth, the Li’l Amaz-

in’s are having a tough time holding back the surg-
ing — and hated — Staten Island Yankees.
 Not that that’s necessarily a bad thing.
 The Evil Empire of the New York–Penn League 
has won its last 11 games, closing to within a half-
game of our beloved Clones, who’ve won five while 
losing four during the same stretch.
 Still, sneaking into the post-season as a wild card 
could be an easier route to a championship — even if 
it means the Clones give up their season-long stran-
glehold on first place.
 As the wild card, Brooklyn would take on the team 
with the best record, presently the Mahoning Val-
ley Scrappers, which it beat in two of three games 
earlier this month. If Cyclones manager Pedro Lo-
pez chooses to write off the division, he could rest 
aces Mark Cooon, 
Brandon Moore and 
Collin McHugh and 
line up all three 
of them for first-
round starts. That 
way, pitchers like 
Darin Gorski, who 
took the lone loss in 
that series, can be 
skipped in the play-
offs.
 The Clones big 
trio has gone 3–0 
with a combined 
0.69 ERA over the 
last nine games 
while starters Wes 
Wrenn and Gor-
ski combined for 
a 10.32 ERA during the same stretch. The fill-ins 
definitely can’t match Moore’s slider or McHugh’s 
fastball, and they don’t seem to be able to get New 
York–Penn League batters out.
 If the Cyclones do win the McNamara Division, 
they would likely face the Lowell Spinners in the 
three-game first round of the playoffs. Brooklyn lost 
two of three to the Red Sox farm club this week, 
even though it avoided facing the virtually-unhitta-
ble Alex Wilson, who has been clocked at 95 mph 
and has given up just nine hits in 33 innings — post-
ing a miniscule 0.55 ERA. Clearly, they match up 
better with the Scrappers.
 Either way, Brooklyn could have some reinforce-
ments, even if Mets slugger Carlos Beltran — at 
Keyspan for a rehab start on Wednesday — doesn’t 
stick around. Third baseman Tyler Vaughn (concus-
sion), outfielder Justin Garber (wrist), slugger Scott 
Grimes (ankle), and All-Star lefty Jim Fuller (sore 
arm) should all be ready to play when the post-sea-
son bell rings.
 “Most of them should be healed by the time the 
playoffs roll around,” said Nick Santomauro. “When 
we get there, we’ll be ready. The championship is 
right in front of us.”
 All these points raise the question: Why did Lo-
pez start Gorski (five runs on eight hits in three in-
nings) in Monday’s 8–5 loss to the Spinners when 
McHugh was rested? 
 Maybe because he didn’t know his club was on 
the verge of clinching a playoff spot.
 “Really?” Lopez asked when I told him before 
Monday’s game. “That’s great.”
 I guess what he doesn’t know won’t hurt him.

 Zeke Faux has been covering the Cyclones for 
The Brooklyn Paper all season long! His last name 
is pronounced “fox.”
 
THE FAUX HOLE
 Tickets are on sale now for the first two poten-
tial playoff games at Keyspan Park. Only the first 
game is guaranteed to be played if the Clones get in 
as the wild card. ... The Spinners tried to rattle out-
fielder John Servidio by playing “Video Killed the 
Radio Star” over the PA system before each of his 
at-bats over the weekend. It seemed to work — he 
went 0-for-4 and struck out twice. But then again, 
he’s batting .181 overall. ... Michael Powers set a 
Cyclones record with his 16th save on Aug. 27. The 
previous record-holder, Robert Paulk (15 saves in 
2003), hung up his spikes last season after making 
it to Triple-A. ... Outfielder R.J. Harris and lefty 
reliever Thomas Chism were called up to Brook-
lyn from Kingsport on Monday. ... Shortstop Robbie 
Shields was ejected from Sunday’s game in Lowell 
for arguing that he had thrown out a runner called 
safe at first. 

Mark Cohoon  

By Zeke Faux
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Carlos Beltran looked like 
a man among boys at Key-
span Park on Wednesday. 
That’s because he was.
 The rehabbing Mets 
star, out since June 22 with 
a bone bruise on his right 
knee, served as the Clones’ 
DH for Wednesday’s game 
— and faced a Renegades 
starter barely more than half 
his age.
 In his first at-bat, Bel-
tran, 32, hit an RBI single off 
18-year-old Jason McEach-
ern, who was pitching for 
St. Stephens High School 
in Hickory, N.C., last sum-
mer. The big leaguer walked 
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Met All-Star singles in first at-bat of rehab stint

New York Met Carlos Beltran is all smiles while tak-
ing batting practice at Keyspan Park on Wednes-
day. The injured All-Star is on a rehab assignment 
in Brooklyn.
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in his next at-bat and finished 
1-for-3 in Brooklyn’s 4–2 loss 
to Hudson Valley.
 The five-time All-Star said 
before the game that he could 
stay with the Clones through 
the weekend and might even 
ride the bus to Hudson Val-
ley tomorrow.
 Being that the Mets have 
no chance to make the post-
season this year — thanks 
to injuries to practically 
their entire roster — many 
are wondering why Beltran 
would suit up at all.
 But Wednesday night, he 
had an answer for them.
 “A lot of people are telling 
me, ‘Why don’t I sit back the 
rest of the season?’ I don’t 
want to sit back,” he said. 
“I’m a ballplayer.”

Cyclones 4
Tigers 3
Thursday, Aug. 27 at 
Oneonta
 A win by the Cyclones 
kept the team’s first-place 
lead over the hated Yan-
kees at three-and-a-half 
games, but this one was 
hard fought.
 The Clones got on the 
board first on a Sam Honeck 
RBI single in the fourth.
 Then, after the Tigers tied 
it up in the sixth, the Cy-
clones stormed back, adding 
two in the seventh on Jordany 
Valdespin’s first dinger.
 The Tigers got one of 
those runs back in the bot-
tom of the frame on a solo 
homer, but the Cyclones got 
a key insurance run in the 
ninth on an RBI single by 
hot-hitting Luis Rivera.
 That run proved huge, be-
cause reliever Mike Powers 
gave up a run in the ninth — 
but struck out the final bat-
ter to notch his 16th save of 
the year, setting a new all-
time save record for the Cy-
clones.

Cyclones 
Tigers 
(postponed, rain)
Friday, Aug. 28 at Oneonta
 While the Cyclones were 
being rained out, the hated 
Staten Island Yankees ex-
tended their winning streak 
to six with a win in Tri-City 
(damn Tri-City!), dropping 
the Cyclones’ first-place lead 
to just three games with 12 
to play.

Cyclones 5
Tigers 0 (Game 1)
Saturday, Aug. 29 at Oneonta
 They finally got a game 
in up in Oneonta, but Game 
2 of this scheduled double-
header was rained out.
 The good news is that the 
Cyclones had an easy time of 
it, getting the game-winning 
run in the fourth on consec-
utive singles by Dock Doyle 
and Richard Lucas, later fol-
lowed by an Alex Gregory 
sac fly.
 If that wasn’t enough, the 
Clones added four runs in 
the sixth, thanks to a Doyle 
leadoff homer and four con-
secutive singles by Lucas, 
Luis Rivera, Sam Honeck 
and Gregory.
 Starter Mark Cohoon 
went all the way, earning 
his ninth victory against 
only two losses and lower-
ing his ERA to 2.17.
 Unfortunately, the hated 
Staten Island Yankees swept 
their doubleheader, cutting 
the Cyclone lead to two-and-
a-half games with just nine 
left to play.

Cyclones 1
Spinners 3
Sunday, Aug. 30 at Lowell
 It started off so well: a 
leadoff double by Jordany 
Valdespin and an RBI sin-
gle by Luis Rivera — but 
that lone run was all the Cy-
clones could manage against 
the Lowell Spinners in a key 
late-season game.
 Starter Brandon Moore 
scattered nine hits in six 
innings, giving up only one 
earned run and dropping his 
ERA to 2.10. But after he 
gave way to Brandon Sage, 
the Spinners scored twice 
in the eighth to put this one 

away.
 Coupled with a win by the 
hated Staten Island Yankees, 
the Cyclones’ first place lead 
was trimmed to just one-and-
a-half games with just eight 
to play.

Cyclones 5
Spinners 8
Monday, Aug. 31 at Lowell
 This season is turning 
Met-like. The Cyclones 
dropped yet another game 
as the surging Staten Island 
Yankees won their ninth in 
a row to move to one-half 
game back.
 This one was over before 
it started, with the Spinners 
jumping all over starter 
Darin Gorski, who gave up 
seven runs (five earned) in 
three complete innings.
 The Cyclones did make 
it interesting, putting up a 
five spot in the eighth, but 
it was too little, too late.
 From here on out, the Cy-
clones have four more games 
against the Spinners, who are 
in first place in their divi-
sion, and two against the me-
diocre Hudson Valley Ren-
egades.

Cyclones 4
Spinners 1
Tuesday, Sept. 1 at Lowell
 The Cyclones won a big 
game, keeping their half-
game first-place lead over 
the Yankees intact, and in 
doing so, clinching at least 
a wild-card berth.
 The Brooks got on the 
board first — and it was all 
Jordany Valdespin. First, the 
leadoff speedster walked. 
Then he moved to second 
on a single, stole third and 
scored on Ralph Henriquez’s 
sac fly.
 After the Spinners got 
their lone run off starter 
Chris Hillard in the third, 
the Cyclones stormed back in 
the fourth on Nicholas San-
tomauro’s RBI double.
 Two more runs scored 
in the eighth on doubles by 
Henriquez, Ronald Harris 
and Juan Centeno.
 Reliever Bobby Gagg got 
the win, his second, thanks 
to two innings of shutout re-
lief.
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re-sale boutique for kids & teens

it’s time to let go...
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The United Artists Court 
Street Cinema discriminated 
against its own customers when 
it started searching only wom-
en’s pocketbooks, not men’s 
bags, at the Brooklyn Heights 
multiplex this summer, some 
moviegoers charge.
 The “women only” secu-
rity policy has since been 
scrapped — thanks to inter-
vention from a local council-
man after complaints from 
the distaff side of the film-
going community.
 “I found it rather offen-
sive and discriminatory,” 
said Mary Goodman, a 
Brooklyn Heights resident, 
who saw “Ponyo” on Aug. 
15 with her daughter and ad-
mits freely that she sneaked 
yogurt into the screening, de-
spite the usher rummaging 
through her bag.
 Goodman said that she 
thought it was against the-
ater policy to bring in out-
side food and drink, and com-
plained that management did 
not equally enforce its policy 
towards men and women.
 The ladies’-only search 
lasted for about a week and 
reverted to a gender-neutral 
prosecution after Coun-
cilmember David Yassky (D–
Brooklyn Heights) called Re-
gal Entertainment Group, the 
national theater company that 

Cinema searched women’s carry-ins

Mary Goodman of Brooklyn Heights, with her 
daughter Clarissa, says gender discrimination was 
at work when ushers at the Court Street Cinema 
search only women’s bags. Goodman admits to 
smuggling yogurt into the theater.
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owns the silver screens. 
 “It turns out that this was 
an isolated mistake,” said Tim 
Roberts, the lawmaker’s chief 

of staff. “They were supposed 
to be searching large bags. 
Any discrimination would be 
completely unacceptable.”

 Regal’s regional manager 
did not return calls for com-
ment. But a spokesman for the 
company, based in Knoxville, 
Tenn., was unaware of the lo-
cal issue hundreds of miles 
away from the headquarters. 
He did say that searches had 
become more routine since 
the 9-11 terrorist attacks.
 “The staff has been re-
minded of our policy, which 
is to visually check bags 
— they don’t handle items 
in bags,” said the spokes-
man, Russ Nunley. “The 
purpose is for security,” he 
said, citing what some be-
lieve are post-9-11 realities. 
 In fact, Nunley said that 
the theater does not ban cus-
tomers from bringing their 
own food because viewers 
must carry everything with 
them, unlike suburban lo-
cations where patrons can 
leave snacks in their cars. 
 “Our employees are in-
structed to discuss food items 
only when they see inappro-
priate items, such as alco-
hol or food that is noisy or 
smelly,” Nunley said. “Within 
an urban environment, go-
ing back to your own prop-
erty may be quite a hike.” 
 Though the women-only 
search policy is apparently 
a thing of the past, it’s still 
the talk of Internet gripe sites 
like Yelp. 
 “Whatever [the reason for 

the search], it was annoying. 
This is not a club. It’s the mov-
ies,” wrote “Sharon K.” on 
Aug. 19.
 “Jed L.” said that he and 
his friends had to dispose of 
their leftovers from dinner in 
order to satisfy the guards on 
Aug. 22.
 “I’ve never been treated as 
rudely as I was at this the-
ater. … Even when we threw 
away the food, they weren’t 
happy and asked to check our 
bags again to see if anything 
else was at the bottom,” he 
wrote.
 It’s been a rough summer 
at the theater and not because 
of dismal ticket sales.
 Earlier this month, the en-
tire moviehouse was evacu-
ated when the popcorn maker 
caught fire and the building 
filled with smoke. Eight peo-
ple suffered minor injuries 
from smoke inhalation. 

the publication of this book 
has instead disseminated mis-
information … [it] serves lo-
cal history better in a hearth 
than upon a coffee table or 
bookshelf,” he added.
 Merlis accused Manbeck, 
a columnist for the Brooklyn 
Eagle, a local newspaper, of 
making more than a dozen fac-
tual errors (including four in 
the first 10 pages), such as:
 • Identifying Williamsburg 
as “a fashionable resort un-
til the 1903 opening of the 
bridge,” though the neighbor-
hood’s resort era concluded 
by 1865. 
 • Mistakenly captioning 
a photo of the area around 
Borough Hall as “the heart 
of DUMBO.”
 • Misidentifying two his-
toric Dutch farmhouses that 
were built more than 100 
years apart.
 • Describing limestones as 
brownstones.
 “I’m not saying I’m per-
fect,” Merlis told The Brook-
lyn Paper. “Occasionally I 
make a mistake too, but the 
errors in here are terrible. It’s 
basic stuff. There is just so 
much inaccuracy in here that 
is just shows laziness and lack 
of scholarship.”
 When reached by this re-
porter, Manbeck confessed 
to the mistakes — then chal-
lenged Merlis as to why it 
took him so long to pinpoint 
the errors. 
 “There were some mis-
takes, I admit it — there were 
even some mistakes that he 
did not mention, about a half-
dozen,” said Manbeck, who 
said he would gladly correct 
the errors if a subsequent edi-
tions of “Historic Photos of 
Brooklyn” is published. 
 “Whenever you put out a 
book, you always realize that 
mistakes appear,” he added. 
“I wonder why it took him so 

long to find those errors.”
 One error that Merlis cer-
tainly overlooked is a photo-
graph identified as a snapshot 
from the Brooklyn Heights 
Promenade that was actually 
taken from the Montague Ter-
race — a vista that preceded 
the Promenade.
 Manbeck claims he mis-
takenly labeled the photo as 
an image from the Promenade 
because a library had inaccu-
rately recorded that the photo 
was taken in the 1950s — not 
1947, years before the comple-
tion of the Promenade.
 Manbeck attributed some 
of the errors to his tight dead-

line, which gave him only 30 
days to accurately identify 
and caption all of the pho-
tos in the 216-page tome. 
 “I was not able to do as 
careful research as I should 
have” said Manbeck, who 
noted that most of the book is 
error free and includes excit-
ing original findings, includ-
ing a rare image of the bor-
ough’s first-ever marathon, 
which was held on Feb. 12, 
1908. 
 But he also wondered 
whether the bad review really 
had to do with bad blood.
 “Brian was a little bit of a 
nemesis for me,” said Man-

beck, who in the past has 
accused Merlis of using in-
formation without properly 
attributing its sources, in-
cluding images he claims 
that Merlis “stole” from the 
Kingsborough Historical So-
ciety, an organization that 
Manbeck directed.
 Merlis acknowledged that 
he used the images without 
permission, though he claims 
he copied the images with-
out approval because Man-
beck was on sabbatical and 
he didn’t want to delay the re-
lease of his book, which, appar-
ently, also required a impos-
sible-to-adhere-to deadline.

Continued from page 1

BKLYN BOOK BATTLE…

because it will be tough to 
recoup enough of their in-
vestment under a program 
like this. 
 Because developers spent so 
lavishly on acquiring land and 
constructing units with deluxe 
details like granite counters, 
charging below-market rates 
for the empty apartments might 
not be worthwhile to lenders, 
even if the state provides ad-
ditional subsidies. 
 “There would have to be 
a lot of parties at the table to 
make luxury housing profit-
able for the developer at be-
low market rates,” said Ken 
Krosner, managing director 
at Massey Knakal, a real es-
tate brokerage firm. “Those 
economics will never work 
out. It barely works out for 
market-rate rental.”
 The stalled projects pose 
another problem for local of-
ficials as residents are grum-
bling about the appearance 
of aborted work, as well as 
possible security issues. 
 “The complaints we’re 
starting to get are about sites 
that never really got off the 
ground,” said Rob Perris, the 
district manager of Commu-
nity Board 2, which oversees 
Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, 
DUMBO, Brooklyn Heights 
and Downtown Brooklyn. “A 
lot of them are surrounded by 
a wall of plywood, which is 
not meant to be a permanent 
thing, but who knows for how 
long they will be up.” 

Continued from page 1
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Over
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Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

Dermatology
Botox . Restylane . Juvederm . Radiesse 
Peels . Microderm . Laser hair removal 
Surgery for torn earlobe and keloid 
Medical services for all skin conditions

$50 off 
botox & fillers
20% off laser 

packages
limited time

718.832.3313
park slope    chelsea    www.skinworksny.com

Javier Zelaya, MD       Verna Broughton, PA

Space Available
Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com

Affordable $20 – $25 psf rents.
Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants

 21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY

 13’ CEILINGS

 PLENTIFUL PARKING

 SOME WITH WATER VIEWS

 6’ WINDOWS

 GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

 FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

 PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE

DUMBO–come see what they see

JESSE TEMPLE
Senior Vice President / Associate Broker

Office: 212-688-1000 
Direct: 917-459-8018

CHARLES RUTENBERG 
REAL ESTATE

1214 Eighth Avenue, Park Slope 
127 E. 56th Street, New York

www.RutenbergRealtyNY.com

4%
Co-brokered Sales

2%
Direct Sales

Sell your home for a lower
commission!

SUPERIOR 
SERVICE FOR 

A LOWER 
COMMISSION

1 Main St. 
Stunning 1 BR, 
1.5 bath loft. 
Wall of windows 
offers sunny 
view of the river 
and city skyline.

112 
Vanderbilt 
Avenue
3160 sq.ft. 
house

The best  
1 bedroom 
in Park 
Slope!
900 SqFt 

Immediate availability

Congregation 
Mount Sinai
An Independent Conservative Egalitarian 
Synagogue that welcomes everyone

High Holidays 5770/2009
SELICHOT

Saturday, September 12th: Havdalah at 7:45pm; Movie; Service at 9pm

ROSH HASHANAH
Friday, September 18th: Service at 6:30pm
Saturday, September 19th: Service at 10am
Sunday, September 20th: Service at 10am

TASHLICH
Sunday, September 20th: Family Service at 3pm; 

Social time at Synagogue at 4pm; Walk to the river at 4:30pm

YOM KIPPUR 
Sunday, September 27th: Kol Nidre at 6:30pm

Monday, September 28th: Service at 10am, Yizkor at Noon

Rabbi Joseph Potasnik

Educational Director Marlene Antebi

The Mount Sinai Family looks forward to welcoming you to our special home

CONGREGATION MOUNT SINAI
250 Cadman Plaza West, Brooklyn Heights
718-875-9124
www.CongregationMountSinai.org

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR HEBREW SCHOOL

Find Hidden 
Treasure  

in Brooklyn
at the

PARK SLOPE 
FLEA MARKET

PS 321 SCHOOL YARD
7th Avenue (between First & Second streets)

Open all year – Saturday & Sunday
(Weather permitting)

(718) 421-6763 

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

 A teen mugger assaulted 
and then robbed a man on 
Bergen Street on Aug. 29. 
 He struck the victim, 27, 
several times and possibly 
broke his nose at 10:30 pm 
on the block between Nevins 
Street and Third Avenue. The 
wounded civilian was taken 
to Kings County Hospital for 
treatment.
 The attacker stole a Black-
berry, $250, credit and bank-
ing cards and a Indian five-
rupee bill, the equivalent of 
about $0.10.

She got Gershed
 A woman’s bicycle was 
stolen from her Front Street 
home overnight on Aug. 27, 
a crime that has been named 
in honor of The Brooklyn Pa-
per’s esteemed and hapless 
editor, who has had his bi-
cycle stolen three times. 
 Unlike Gersh Kuntzman’s 
bike, which was locked on 
the street, the victim, 25, had 
stored her pennyfarthing in 
her apartment, between Gold 
and Bridge streets. 
 The victim left her resi-
dence at 8:30 am on Aug. 27 
and returned 24 hours later. 
It’s unclear how the burglar 
entered her abode. 

Market crash
 Bandits broke into a Jora-
lemon Street grocery over-
night on Aug. 27. 
 The owner arrived at his 
bodega between Clinton and 
Court streets at 5:45 am the 
next day to find the secu-
rity gate and window broken 
open. The market closed at 
7:30 pm the night before. 
 He told police that the cul-
prit stole $900 from the cash 
register. 

Beat-za delivery
 A deliveryman was mer-
cilessly beaten on Wyck-
off Street on Aug. 27 by a 
stick-swinging and appar-
ently hungry attacker who 
stole the pizza pie. 
 The victim, 25, was hit 
several times in the head at 
11:50 pm between Court and 
Smith streets. The thief took 
nothing but the pizza. 

Bank heist
 A man stole several hun-
dred dollars from an Atlantic 
Avenue bank on Aug. 27. 
 The robber passed a 
note to the teller asking for 
$4,000 from the Marathon 
Bank branch at the corner 
of Bond Street at 4:20 pm, 
but the employee enriched 
him with just $597. He fled 
safely. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Coke fiend
 A crook who stole from 
a parked Coca Cola deliv-
ery truck on Fourth Avenue 
on Aug. 29 didn’t quench his 
thirst with one crime, so he 
attempted to break into an-
other parked car, but police 
eventually arrested the insa-
tiable menace.
 The delivery truck driver, 
whose vehicle was parked 
near 13th Street at 9 am, 
quietly skulked behind the 
suspect accused of stealing 
his backpack at 9 am and ob-
served him breaking into a 
parked Honda. 
 The hooligan abandoned 
his crime spree and the vic-
tim’s bag when he noticed 
that he was being watched. 
He fled around the corner, 
only to be arrested by po-
lice on 14th Street. 

Maid of dishonor
 A burglar pilfered thou-
sands of dollars of record-
ing equipment from a storage 
room in the headquarters of 
the legendary Miracle Maids 
on Eighth Street overnight on 
Aug. 25.
 Only the man who re-
ported the crime had the key 
to locked room between Sec-
ond and Third avenues. The 
intruder stole a video camera, 
batteries, audio recorder, mi-
crophone, a tripod and other 
AV gear, according to the man 
who discovered the theft. 
 He said the crime occurred 
between 3:30 pm on Aug. 25 
and 11 am the next morn-
ing. 

Lock out
 A delivery truck driver 
forgot to lock his vehicle on 
Fifth Avenue, enabling a vil-
lain to steal a thick wad of 
cash on Aug. 28. 
 The driver, 34, told cops 
that more than $2,900 was 
taken from the automobile 
parked between Baltic and 
Warren streets. 

Civic lesson
 At least four cars were sto-
len from Park Slope last week, 
including two Honda Civics 
from the same block!
 • A Chrysler New Yorker 
was stolen from Eighth Street 
between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues between 7 pm on Aug. 
28 and 5:40 the next after-
noon.
 • The Civics, popular ve-
hicles for thieves because 
they’re easy to unload at 
chop shops, were parked on 
15th Street between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues. One woman, 
60, left the car there at 11 

am on Aug. 25, but when her 
daughter looked for it on the 
26th at 11 am, it was gone.  
Meanwhile, a witness saw a 
man break into the Japanese 
import around 11 pm on Aug. 
25 and drive away in the ver-
satile vehicle. 
 • A driver left the keys in 
the ignition of his Toyota Si-
erra when he paid the atten-
dant for gasoline on Union 
Street on Aug. 27. While pay-
ing for the refill, a thief hopped 
into the car at 2:30 am and 
fled the gas station between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Crime at 9
 A pushy nine-year-old is 
being sought for an attempted 
robbery in Carroll Park.
 Officials said that the pre-
teen perpetrator stopped and 
shoved another nine-year-old 
riding his bike on the Smith 
Street side of the park on the 
afternoon of Aug. 22 before 
trying to take his wheels away 
from him.
 The victim, however, re-
fused to let the bike go, cops 
were told.
 After a brief tug-of-war, 
the thief gave up and ran off, 
police said.

Burglar fail
 Police say they appre-
hended the thief who looted a 
Garnet Street woman’s home 
in June this week, after he at-
tempted to sell some of the 
swag he scored from the  bur-
glary.
 Detectives from the 76th 
Precinct charged the 29-
year old with breaking into 
the home near Court Street 
on June 24.
 He allegedly stayed in the 
38-year-old woman’s apart-
ment for some time, rooting 
through all of her things, and 
made several phone calls from 
the victim’s home phone.
 In the end, the suspect 
made off with several credit 
cards, a bottle of wine, some 
DVDs and videocassettes, a 
pair of red and white Air Jor-
dan sneakers and the wom-
an’s driver’s license, police 
said.
 By August, the suspect 
probably thought he had got-
ten away with the theft. That 
changed last week, however, 
when he had the misfortune of 
trying to sell the Air Jordans 
to someone who had known 
about the theft, police said.
 The would-be buyer told 
Detective Daniel Bonilla, 
who took the suspect into cus-
tody on Aug. 30 after track-
ing the alleged thief to the 
corner of Garnet and Smith 
streets, just a few blocks away 
from where the break-in took 
place.

Inside job 
 Over $33,000 in receipts 
were removed from a Court 
Street deli during a recent 
— and somewhat curious 
— break-in.
 Cops from the 76th Pre-
cinct were told that some-
one entered the store, located 
near Degraw Street, through 
a security door sometime be-
tween 10 am on Aug. 23 and 
6:30 am the next day.
 Police determined that 
whomever entered used a 
key to get into the door.
 More suspicious was that 
the thief disturbed nothing, 
but managed to find the 
money, which was hidden 
under the counter.
 The thief also had enough 
common sense to find where 
the store’s video surveillance 
recorder video was hidden 
remove the tape, officials 
said.

Open invitation
 A Coffey Street resident’s 
decision to not only leave his 
door unlocked, but wide open 
— even for just a few min-
utes — cost him dearly last 
week.
 The 45-year-old told po-
lice that he left his home  near 
Van Brunt Street at 11 am on 
Aug. 25. He said he left the 
door open because he knew 
he would be back in just a 
few minutes.
 He returned 15 minutes 
later — and apparently just 
missed the thief who took the 
open door as an invitation to 
take something.
 The thief ran off with an 
laptop computer that the vic-
tim had left on the kitchen ta-
ble, cops said.

Gallery player
 Thieves broke into the 
Lucky Gallery on Richards 
Street last week, removing a 
MacBook laptop computer.
 Employees told police that 
someone forced open a side 
window to the gallery at Wal-
cott Street sometime between 
8:30 am and 6:30 pm on Aug. 
28.
 The thief only took the lap-
top, opting not to swipe the 
“Honey I Shrunk Red Hook” 
scale model of the neighbor-
hood that was on display there 
until Aug. 30.

Powerful coffee
 A 49-year-old was arrested 
last week for mugging and 
assaulting a female friend.
 Police said that the sus-
pect and a victim were argu-
ing inside the victim’s apart-
ment at 8:30 am on Aug. 26 
when he struck the woman 
with an empty coffee cup.
 The woman suffered a 
slight injury, but refused 
medical attention.
 Her alleged attacker, was 
taken into custody a short 
time later and charged with 
assault.

Bag men
 Two eagle-eyed moms had 
their bags swiped out from 
underneath their noses as 
they kept a vigilant watch 
over their children, police 
said.
 A 29-year-old woman told 
police that she was in Van 
Voorhees Park at Hicks and 
Congress streets at 4 pm on 
Aug. 4 when she left her purse 
on a bench so she could chase 
after her child.
 By the time she grabbed 
her child and turned back, her 
bag, as well as her Georgia 
driver’s license, cell phone and 
credit cards was missing.
 A few days later, on Aug. 
8, the same thing happened 
to a 41-year-old woman on 
Carroll Street.
 The woman said that she 
left her purse on a stoop be-
tween Bond and Hoyt Street 
to attend to her child.
 She didn’t notice some-
one walking off with the 
bag, which contained a Black-
berry, wallet, some credit 
cards and a personal check, 
cops were told.

Cleaned out
 Thieves broke into a 2002 
Toyota parked near the corner 
of Carroll and Hicks streets 
last week, taking a $1,000 
watch and other pricey items, 
cops were told.
 An $800 chain, some Sam-
sonite luggage and a black 
shoulder bag were also re-
moved from the car during 
the theft, which police esti-
mate took place between 8 
pm on Aug. 13 and 6:50 am 
the following morning.
 The 37-year-old motor-
ist told police that when he 
showed up at his car that Fri-
day morning, he noticed that 
lock to his driver’s side door 
had been broken.
 Whoever broke the lock 
also popped the trunk, where 
the jewelry and other items 
were found, officials said.
 — Thomas Tracy

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Park attack
 A woman cutting through 
Fort Greene Park early on 
Aug. 30 was beat up and 
robbed by two men. 
 The 24-year-old woman 
later told police she felt that 
she was being followed, a 
sensation that unfortunately 
proved to be prescient.
 Near the basketball courts 
at 6:25 am, a thug grabbed her 
from behind and demanded 
her purse. She initially re-
sisted him, but he punched 

WAREHOUSE SURPLUS FURNITURE SALE
Dining Room, Living Room, Wall Units And Bedroom Furniture. 

Crib & Nursery Furniture, Office Furniture, Odd Pieces, Lamps Etc. 
ALL NAME BRANDS

Sale Runs From Labor Day, Sept. 7th - Sunday, Sept. 13th

Labor Day Hours - 11AM - 3PM
Tuesday, Sept. 8th - Sunday, Sept. 13th - 10AM - 5PM 

F & D WAREHOUSE
49th St. & 1st

EVERYTHING MUST GO!!

See BLOTTER on page 12
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 Outdoor drinking has reached a new level. 
 The long-awaited rooftop bar at Hotel Le 
Bleu opened on Fourth Avenue last month, 
bringing sky-high revelry to the border of Park 

Slope and Gowanus.
 Nearly two years 
after the indigo-hued, 
$200-a-night boutique 
hotel debuted next to a 
taxi garage and a neph-
rology center, the open-
air watering hole is now 

serving up cocktails and snacks.
 Dubbed Vue Restaurant and Lounge, the 
guys behind this rooftop tavern understand that 
the sweeping vista is the main attraction.
 “The beautiful view alone makes it a special 
thing — there is nothing like it in the neigh-
borhood,” said Marco Gil, a spokesman for 
the rooftop bar. 
 Before 9 pm, enjoy panoramic views of the 
Statue of Liberty and the Brooklyn and Man-
hattan skylines and a happy hour featuring 
$3 beers, $4 wines, and $5 well drinks. After 
dark, try to find seat at the 30-foot long bar 
or hit the dancefloor.
 Hotel Le Bleu’s Vue Restaurant and Lounge 
[370 Fourth Ave. between Third and Fifth 
streets in Gowanus, (718) 625-2177)], open Sun-
day to Wednesday, 5 pm to 2 am; Thursday to 
Saturday 5 pm to 3:30 am.  — Ben Muessig

 Times have certainly changed since ladies im-
proved their figures with whalebone girdles — 
but a new photography show at the Brooklyn 
Public Library shows that nature is eternal.
 Prospect Park, which was brand new when 
George Bradford Brainerd made pictures with 
glass plate negatives, 
looks just as good in 
Richard Golden’s re-
cent photographs. 
 “While ‘then and 
now’ images usually fo-
cus on the built environ-
ment, Richard Golden 
celebrates Brooklyn’s 
many green spaces and 
the people who first recorded them on film,” 
said Joy Holland, a curator at the library.
 The show, which runs from Sept. 15 through 
Nov. 5, illustrates the foresight of past Brook-
lyn residents who set aside almost a third of 
the borough’s acreage for open land.
 “The point here is that the sorts of things 
they [Brainerd and Daniel Berry Austin] were 
photographing 150 years ago were just there,” 
Golden explained. “Nowadays these places ex-
ist only because of acts of preservation.”
 “Nature Seen in Brooklyn,” at the Central 
Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library [in Grand 
Army Plaza at Flatbush Avenue and Eastern 
Parkway, (718) 230-2100]. Closed Sunday.

— Robert Voris

By Louise Crawford
for The Brooklyn Paper

o, can Park Slopers take 
a joke? 
 Absolutely. 

 And that’s the problem 
with “Prospect Park West,” 
Amy Sohn’s just released sa-
tiric fiction about four clichés, 
er, mothers, whose lives go into 
freefall during a long, hot sum-
mer in Park Slope. 
 The characters in the book 
are so busy being Gawker ar-
chetypes — celebrity mom, sexy 
bad mom, former lesbian mom, 
frumpy supermom — that they 
never take the time to laugh at 
themselves or make real connec-
tions with each other. 
 And Park Slope is about mak-
ing connections. You can’t step off 
your stoop without having a con-
versation with a neighbor, a friend, 
a local politician or a stranger. 
 Sohn, who used to pen a racy — 
and notorious — sex column in the 
NY Press, also wrote for the NY Post 
where she once famously ogled the 
penis sizes of various local baseball 
players. As the de-facto anti-Mom of 
Park Slope, she aroused plenty of ire 
in her New York Magazine “Mating” 
column when she wrote:
 “Here in my neighborhood, Park 
Slope, I am constantly encountering 
insane stay-at-home moms. And I have 
come to the all-too-un-PC conclusion 
that stay-at-home motherhood, despite 
the way our culture lionizes it, is bad for 
the child and bad for the mom. And bad 
for society. It’s just plain bad.”
 Sohn went on to say that most of the 
SAHMs she knows are really miserable in 
a “neurotic, soul crippling, Zoloft-inducing, 
Yellow Wallpaper-type way.” She also said 
that they have no opinions and spend their 
time “talking about poop and pancakes with 
kale and Veggie Bootie and natural Chee-
rios versus regular ones.” Nice. 

 Most shockingly Sohn recommended 
that college-educated women outsource 
their childcare:
 “Childcare should be the province of 
immigrant women trying to get a leg up. I 
do not believe it is ‘better for the child’ to 
be with his mother. I believe it is better for 
the child to have a mother with some mod-
icum of a life — whether it’s volunteering, 
graduate degree, or part-time work.”

 So it should come as no 
surprise that Sohn’s fic-
tional characters are so 
similar to her public per-
sona, isolated and angry 
and defining themselves 
by choices they make 
about their clothing, their 
marriages, their parent-
ing styles and their ca-
reers. 
 It’s Park Slope as 
seen from a blog, not 
a stoop. And it feels 
like a sexist war zone 
where what you wear 
to shop at Met Food 
or which stroller you 
buy is referendum on 
your worth as a hu-
man being.

 While the novel is full 
of jokes at the expense of Park Slope moms, 
who are savaged by Sohn for being fat, ugly 
and uninteresting, the book rarely shows any-
one having fun or being self-aware. 
 And speaking of self-awareness, there’s 
a culture of self-criticism and satire within 
Park Slope that is alive and well — and 
completely left out of Sohn’s book. How 
convenient.
 What about Edgy Mother’s Day, an an-
nual literary reading featuring local au-
thors like Mary Morris, Sophia Romero, 

Jenny Offili, Jill Eisenstadt and, yes, Amy 
Sohn reading stories about motherhood 
without sanctimony? 
 How about satiric bloggers like Blog Nig-
ger and F—ked in Park Slope, the blog with 
the motto, “Embrace the hate”?
 People in Park Slope do, in fact, laugh 
at themselves and think it’s ridiculous that 
strollers cost $700. They actually make fun 
of the Tea Lounge, the Food Co-op and all 
the other people, places and things men-
tioned in the book. When the novel works 
well, it does so because Sohn grounds it in 
an up-to-date Park Slope landscape. 
 But what about the places and activities that 
Sohn doesn’t mention — places that really 
make Park Slope tick — like the Commu-
nity Bookstore, Old First Church and Snice; 
the various book, running, bike and writing 
groups; the community board, Civic Coun-
cil and political clubs; cool musical venues 
like Barbes and Issue Project Room; and 
essential local landmarks like the Botanic 
Garden and the Brooklyn Museum?
 Amy Sohn’s “Prospect Park West” isn’t 
the eastern strip of the real Park Slope be-
cause her characters lack a sense of hu-
mor about themselves and a meaningful 
connection to their community. 
 Which isn’t to say that there’s not a lot 
to satirize about this neighborhood. 
 Plenty of us are annoyingly obsessed 
with real estate and celebrity culture. 
 Many of us watch the sex go out of our 
marriages as we devote ourselves too vig-
orously to our children, our jobs and the 
logistics of our daily lives. 
 Some of us exhibit strange — and ex-
asperating — parenting habits, like talk-
ing incessantly to our children or letting 
them sleep in our beds until they’re 5. 
 Yes, Sohn does a good job of satiriz-
ing the Food Co-op, a certain strata of 
frumpy mom, and even the fishbowl cul-
ture of Park Slope that sometimes resem-
bles a very small town.  
 She uses the Park Slope Parents Web 
site as a great narrative device when Lizzie 
discovers a post about a couple looking 
for neighborhood swingers — an actual 

 They’re putting some real service into na-
tional service. 
 On Sept. 11 — which President Obama has 
dubbed a “day of national service” to commem-
orate the 2001 terrorist attacks — the folks at 
Red White and Bubbly will be serving the pub-

lic by pouring nine great 
New York State wines 
and sending the profits to 
the Park Slope Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps.
 “We were setting up 
our fall tastings and they 
all were scheduled for 
the days around Sept. 11, 
so we decided, let’s tie 

it all together,” said Adam Goldstein, (pictured) 
the owner of the Fifth Avenue wine shop.
 Goldstein said his commitment to serving 
New York will continue beyond Sept. 11.
 “My goal is to eventually carry every darn 
wine made in New York State,” he said.
 Every wine? But aren’t some New York 
wines, um, New York wines?
 “Look, a lot of people like to try the New 
York wines,” he said. “It’s like a record store. 
I don’t like every song on every CD, but you 
have to have something for everyone. I don’t 
want my palate to get in the way of something 
that someone wants to try.”
 And Goldstein is cutting the prices on all of 
his Empire State vintages by 10 percent, start-
ing next month
 Red White and Bubbly [211 Fifth Ave., be-
tween Union and President streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 636-9463]. — Gersh Kuntzman

Enoteca on Court

www.EnotecaOnCourt.com

FEATURING  
CLASSIC ITALIAN FILMS FROM 

THE ’50s TO THE PRESENT
Sunday nights at 7:30 pm. Reservations recommended.

GARDEN 
CINEMA 
ENOTECA

GARDEN 
CINEMA 
ENOTECA

SEPTEMBER 6
Le Notti Di Cabiria (1957)

SEPTEMBER 13
Cinema Paradiso (1989)

SEPTEMBER 20
Umberto D. (1952)

SEPTEMBER 27
Divorce Italian Style (1961)

OCTOBER 4
Johnny Stecchino (1991)

OCTOBER 11
The Orange Thief (2009)

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

345 Court Street
(at Union Street)
718-852-5015
Open 7 days for lunch & dinner 
Free Valet Parking

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Enjoy our

Raw
Bar

With specials, 4–6:30 pm
in our bar and café

$1 Oysters
$1 Little Neck Clams ~ $1 Shrimp Cocktail

Hot Appetizers: $6
Baked Clams

Mozzarella Carrozza
Stuffed Mushrooms

Salads: $6

Cold Appetizers: $6
Mozzarella Caprese
Carpaccio di Polipo
Salmone Affumicato

Pastas: $6

“BROOKLYN” - ORK DESIGNS 2008

142 5TH AVE (AT ST. JOHN’S PL)  �  718 399-6613
WWW.BROOKLYNFRAMEWORKS.COM

BROOKLYN 
FRAME WORKS

QUALITY

CUSTOM FRAMING 
� 

ANTIQUE & 

MODERN PRINTS

4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 45th Sts.) (718) 438-2009

Private dining room for parties

Dominican Cuisine

JUST THE RIGHT FOOD
...at just the right price

Shrimp Camara Fongo
luscious shrimp in coconut 
milk sauce, served on spiced, 
fried plantain mash

$16.95

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The Park Slope-centric novel “On Pros-
pect Park West” might be the newest book to 
pontificate on the hyper-liberal family neigh-
borhood, but it’s hardly the first time the com-
munity has starred in a work of fiction.
 Dozens of scribes have detailed Park Slope 
— which isn’t surprising, considering that 
it is one of the literary capitols of the bor-
ough, if not the world.
 But no other Park Slope book has had the 
buzz that currently surrounds former sex colum-
nist Amy Sohn’s eagerly anticipated novel.
 Only time will tell where “On Prospect Park 
West” ranks in Park Slope’s artistic canon, 
which already boasts favorites including: 

The Brooklyn Follies
Paul Auster
 Though protagonist Nathan Glass moves 

to Park Slope in search of a 
“quiet place to die,” the neigh-
borhood turns out providing 
plenty of excitement in Paul 
Auster’s 2006 masterwork. 
In a story detailing a frac-
tured family reconnecting 
in Park Slope, Auster deftly 
describes neighborhood res-
taurants like La Bagel De-
light, personalities includ-

ing a character deemed the “Beautiful Perfect 
Mother,” and happenings including the closure 
of a fictionalized Seventh Avenue bookstore 
— a scenario that turned out to be  all to real .

The Squid and the Whale
Noah Baumbach 
 Brooklyn born screenwriter Noah Baum-
bach’s “The Squid and the Whale” takes on 
a number of Park Slope stereotypes like pre-

tentious writ-
ers, tenuous 
lessons at the 
Prospect Park 
Tennis Center, 
and the diffi-
culty of finding 
a parking spot. 
The Wes Anderson-directed film features 
an all-star cast including Jeff Daniels, Laura 
Linney, Anna Paquin, and even a Baldwin, 
who act out the collapse of a literary fam-
ily. In a word, this eminently quotable film 
is “Kafka-esque.”

George and Ira of Prospect 
Park West: A Tale of Two Cats
Nathanael Chura
 In this children’s book, Nathanael Chura 
helps Park Slope kids deal with a common 
Park Slope problem — the arrival of younger 
siblings. The cutely and simply drawn sketches 
tell the story of George and Ira, a pair of 
Brooklyn cats who live “in a modest cor-
ner brownstone on Prospect Park West.” The 
duo is the center of attention for their owners 
— and even the cleaning lady Rosa — until 

Baby Emily comes along. Borough President 
Markowitz gave his blessing to the picture 
book and its stars,  who he said  “represent 
Brooklynites in the cat world, and the hu-
man world as well.”

Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary 
Tale
Mo Willems
 Though chil-
dren’s book leg-
end Mo Willems 
 abandoned Park 
Slope  for Massa-
chusetts last year, the be-
loved writer’s work will always belong to the 
neighborhood. And none of his books pertains 
to Park Slope more than “Knuffle Bunny: A 
Cautionary Tale,” which tells the story of a 
toddler losing her beloved stuffed animal in-
side a Laundromat at the corner of Sixth Av-
enue and Fifth Street. Drawn in vivid colors 
over a backdrop of muted photos, Willems’ 
book is so appealing to Park Slope kids that 
it has actually turned a washing machine into 
 a tourist destination for tykes . 

The neighborhood in Sohn’s book ain’t the Slope we know
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See SLOPE on page 7
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FRI, SEPT. 4
BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS LOWELL: 

$8-$15. 7 pm. Keyspan Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 449-8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

TOUR, BROOKLYN HEIGHTS: A walk-
ing tour features Victorian buildings 
and their roles through Brooklyn and 
U.S. history. $15. 7 pm. Borough Hall 
[209 Joralemon St. at Court Street in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (917) 803-8551].

FILM, “HIS GIRL FRIDAY”: $5. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth 
Ave. at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

CONEY ISLAND ROCKABILLY FESTI
VAL: More than 25 bands, 70 bur-
lesque dancers, and live sideshow 
acts. $12 (advance). 8 pm. Cha Cha’s 
(Coney Island Boardwalk near W. 
12th Street in Coney Island), www.
myspace.com/cockabillyrecordsnyc. 

FIREWORKS: Free. 9:30 pm. 
Boardwalk (Surf Avenue and W. 
12th Street in Coney Island), www.
coneyislandfunguide.com. 

SAT, SEPT. 5

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIKE IT: Transportation Alternatives 

leads a bike ride starting in Brook-
lyn and going through Queens, 
Manhattan and the Bronx. Free. 
8:30 am-noon. Grand Army Plaza 
(Under the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Arch in Park Slope), www.transalt.
org/summerstreets. 

ENVIRONMENTAL MUSEUM ON 
WHEELS: The nature and maritime 
Enviromedia Mobile. Exhibits, eco-
cruises, fishing, touch tank, movies, 
refreshments, music. International 
Bay Fest Series. Free. 11 am. Bay 
Parkway Park [Cropsey Avenue and 
Bay Parkway in Bensonhurst, (347) 
224-5828], www.urbandivers.org. 

INTRODUCTION TO BIRDWATCH
ING: Free. Noon. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

PERFORMANCE
FILM, “STORMS EXPECTED”: Short 

films. Live music precedes program. 
Part of the Rooftop Films series. $9. 
8 pm. Open Road Rooftop, above 
New Design High School [350 
Grand St. between Havermeyer 
Street and Marcy Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 417-7362], www.
rooftopfilms.com. 

CONEY ISLAND ROCKABILLY FESTI
VAL: 8 pm. See Friday, Sept. 4.

SALES AND MARKETS
 Free. 9 am-5 

pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: Free. 10 
am-5 pm. [194 20th St., between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Green-
wood Heights, (347) 596-9614], 
www.brooklynfleamarket.com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 10 am-5 pm. 

FILM, “MOONWALKER”: Outdoor 
movie screening. Free. 8 pm. Ha-
bana Outpost [757 Fulton St. at S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
858-9500], www.ecoeatery.com. 

MON, SEPT. 7
Labor Day

J’OUVERT: Nighttime steel drum 
procession. Preface to the West 
Indian American Day parade. Free. 
2–9 am. Starts at Grand Army Plaza, 
ends at Nostrand Avenue and Lin-
den Boulevard in Crown Heights, 
www.wiadca.com. 

WEST INDIAN AMERICAN DAY 
CARNIVAL: Annual parade on ex-
travagant costumes and Caribbean 
music. Free. 11 am–6 pm. Eastern 
Parkway from Rochester Avenue to 
Grand Army Plaza, www.wiadca.com.

BAM’S “CREATIVELY SPEAKING” 
FILM SERIES: $11 ($8 seniors and 
students. 2-9:15 pm. Brooklyn Aca-
demy of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100], www.bam.org. 

“LUNCHIN’ LOCAL”: Potluck block 
party celebrating local food. With 
raffle, games, advocacy and chil-
dren’s activities. Free (with potluck 
dish). 3–7 pm. The Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FILM, “RFK IN THE LAND OF APART
HEID — A RIPPLE OF HOPE”: With 
Q&A with filmmakers. $11 for adults 
$8 for seniors and students. 6:50 
pm, 9:30 pm. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

CONEY ISLAND ROCKABILLY FESTI
VAL: See Friday, Sept. 4.

TUES, SEPT. 8
READING, TAO LIN: The author of 

“Shoplifting from American Ap-
parel.” Free. 7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacific and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-
3677], www.bookcourt.org. 

FILM, “THE PROMISE OF NEW 
YORK”: Documentary about the 
2005 mayoral election. $10. 8 
pm. Monkey Town (58 N. Third 
St. between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg), www.
monkeytownhq.com. 

WED, SEPT. 9
 

Led by Big Onion Walking Tours. 
$15 ($12 students and seniors). 1 
pm. Green-Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in Sunset 

PERFORMANCE
CONEY ISLAND ROCKABILLY FESTI

VAL: See Friday, Sept. 4. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 See Saturday, 

Sept. 5.
BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: See Sat-

urday, Sept. 5.
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See Saturday, 

Sept. 5.
FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 am–5 

pm. J.J. Byrne Park (Fifth Avenue 
and Fourth Street in Park Slope). 

OUTDOOR ART SHOW AND SALE: 
Free. 11 am–4 pm. Narrows Botani-
cal Gardens [Shore Road and Bay 
Ridge Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748-9848], www.narrowsbg.org. 

MAKERS MARKET: Dozens of crafts-
men and women selling their hand-
made wares. 11 am. American Can 
Factory (232 Third St. between 
Third Avenue and Nevins Street in 
Gowanus). 

OTHER
READING, ELLEN LEVITT: Author of 

“The Lost Synagogues of Brook-
lyn.” Free. 3 pm. Vox Pop [1022 
Cortelyou Rd. at Stratford Road in 
Ditmas Park, (718) 940-2084], www.
voxpopnet.net. 

BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS LOWELL: 
5 pm. See Friday, Sept. 4.

Bishop Loughlin HS (357 Clermont 
Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.brownstoner.com/
brooklynflea. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 11 am-6 
pm. (129 N. Sixth St. between Bed-
ford Avenue and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.artistsandfleas.com. 

OTHER
BROOKLYN COUNTY FAIR: Live music, 

farm fresh food, local artisan vendors 
and late-summer ales. Free. Noon-9 
pm. BKLYN Yard (400 Carroll St. 
between Bond and Nevins streets in 
Gowanus), bklynyard.com. 

FILM, “SUSPIRIA”: Part of BAM’s se-
ries on director Dario Argento. $11. 
3, 6, 9 pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS LOWELL: 
6 pm. See Friday, Sept. 4.

SUN, SEPT. 6

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIRDWALK: Free. 8-10 am. Prospect 

Park Audubon Center [Enter park 
at Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

LEFFERT’S HISTORIC HOUSE: See 
Saturday, Sept. 5.

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
September 5

Clone wars
The Brooklyn Cy clones 
are in the fight of 
their life — sort of. 
Sure, they’ve already 
clinched the wild card 
spot in the playoffs, 
but every game 
counts if they want to 
hold onto their half-
game lead over the 
surging Yankees. 
Dedicated ’Clone-
heads won’t miss this 
game against the 
lowlifes from Lowell, 
but even fair-weather 
’Clonies will enjoy 
seeing our boys in 
action for one of the 
season’s last games.

6 pm. Brooklyn Cyclones 
vs Lowell at Keyspan Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 449-8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 
$8-$15.

SUNDAY
September 6

Bar nun
The only thing you 
have to give up to get 
into the Convent of St. 
Cecilia in Green  point 
on Sunday after noon 
is a bit of your free 
time. Rooms in the 
vacant nunnery have 
been transformed into 
exhibition spaces for 
“Room Tones,” a 
group art show 
(including work by 
Susan Sabiston, pic-
tured) aiming to rein-
vent the gal lery experi-
ence. It’s like Sunday 
school — but better! 

Noon to 5 pm. “Room 
Tones” at the Convent of 
St. Cecilia [27 Monitor St. 
between Herbert and 
Richardson streets in 
Greenpoint, (646) 306-
8086]. Free.

MONDAY
September 7

Beat nuts
Have you ever wanted 
to go to a rave, but 
felt like there weren’t 
enough steel drums? 
Then head to J’Ouvert, 
an overnight outdoor 
steel drum parade 
that’s a highlight of 
Brooklyn’s West Indian 
Day celebrations. 
Musicians, dancers 
and costumed revelers 
march from Grand 
Army Plaza to East 
Flatbush. It’s one of 
rare times when the 
city encourages you to 
wear next to nothing, 
make lots of noise, 
and dance in the 
street at 4 am. 

2 am to 9 am. J’Ouvert 
starts at Grand Army 
Plaza and proceeds to 
the corner of Nostrand 
Avenue and Linden 
Boulevard. Free.

WEDNESDAY
September 9

Norse play
Tonight, Norwegian 
crooner Sondre 
Lerche – the man 
who is undeniably 
his country’s second 
freshest export 
behind herring – will 
take the stage at the 
Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg. Equally 
influenced by pop, 
jazz, and Brazilian 
music, the singer 
and his band, Faces 
Down, will belt out 
tunes from his ener-
getic new record, 
“Phantom Punch.” 

8 pm. Sondre Lerche at 
Music Hall of Williams-
burg [66 North Sixth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486–5400]. $22 
advance, $25 day of 
show; 18 and over. 

THURSDAY
September 10

Book party
Some have likened 
Lev Grossman’s new 
book “The Magi-
cians” to “Harry Pot-
ter” and “The Chroni-
cles of Narnia.” We’ll 
just liken it to awe-
some. Listen as 
Grossman and critic 
Laura Miller discuss 
the fantasy bildung-
sroman, which tells 
the story of a college 
student who realizes 
he has magical pow-
ers, but quickly learns 
that supernatural abil-
ities aren’t all they’re 
cracked up to be.

7:30 pm. Lev Grossman 
and Laura Miller discuss 
“The Magicians” at Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-0096]. Free. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 7

TUES, SEPT. 8
 

Monthly meeting. On the agenda: 
A discussion about postal service! 
Free. 8 pm. St. Philip’s Parish Hall 
[11th Avenue at 80th Street in 
Dyker Heights, (917) 273-5640]. 

WED, SEPT. 9
 Liquor 

license application for Club 
Acapulco. 6:30 pm. Community 
Board 7 office [4201 Fourth Ave., 
at 43rd Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
854-0003]. 

 Monthly meeting. 
On the agenda: Parking! 7:30 pm. 
Methodist Church (Sixth Avenue at 
Ninth Street in Park Slope).
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A fine dining 
experience  
every night from 
6pm to 2am.

Cocktail lounge, 
artists gallery, 
private parties.

No phone, no TV, no wi-fi ... just people.

217 Pulaski Street at Throop Avenue
Facebook.com/SJSpeakeasy

SJSpeakeasy on Twitter 
SJSpeakeasy@yahoo.com

SarahJames
The speakeasy in Bed-Stuy

New York’s best 
election coverage

Updating daily!

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Big beat: “The Other Side of the Water,” a documentary about 
Haitian music, will screen at the Brooklyn Academy of Music on 
Labor Day.
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863 Manhattan Avenue, Greenpoint

DIGITAL CAMERA
Sony DSC-S950

DIGITAL CAMERA
Olympus FE 25

DIGITAL CAMCORDER
Sony DCR SR 47

PORTABLE DVD PLAYER
JDVD760

VIDEO MP3 PLAYER
Sony NWZX1051FBLK

The BEST PRICES in New York!

DIGITAL PICTURE FRAME
Jwin JP147

DVD PLAYER
Sony DVP SR200

LAPTOP COMPUTER
Samsung NC1014GBLU

ALL-IN-ONE CAMERA
Sony MHSPM1/D

$299

DIGITAL MUSIC SYSTEM
Bose SoundDock Series II

Your Price: $379

Your Price  $109

Your Price $129

Your Price $329 Your Price $49

Your Price  $299

Your Price  $249

Your Price  $79

Toshiba 32AV502

32” LCD TOSHIBA HD TV

Your Price $29

Your Price  $29

10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge
(718) 833-1313

RESTAURANT/BAR

Serving Lunch and Dinner

SEPTEMBER 10th pm onward  

A.I.R GALLERY
AMOS ENO GALLERY
ASWOON GALLERY
BOYD DESIGN
BROOKLYN ART PROJECT
CAPTION GALLERY
CENTRAL BOOKING
CONJUNTO GUANTANAMO
DUMBO ARTS CENTER

GALAPAGOS
HENRY GREGG GALLERY
HUNGRY MARCH BAND
ILLEGAL ART
JAH PAN
JAMES J WILLIAMS III
KATA MEJIAKIKA NICOLELA
KLOMPCHING GALLERY

KRIS GRAVES PROJECTS
MAGASIN TOTALE
MEDIASTORM
MELVILLE HOUSE
SHEILA PYE & NICK PYE

POSSIBLE PROJECTS
POWERHOUSE ARENA
RABBITHOLE STUDIO
RANDALL SCOTT GALLERY
REBAR
SMACK MELLON
SPEAK LOW
SPRING
UMBRAGE GALLERY
VII PHOTO
WATERMILL BROOKLYN GALLERY

PARTICIPANTS CHECK INDIVIDUAL WEBSITES FOR UP-TO-DATE INFO

Twitter 
& become a fan on

F  to York St. | A C  to High St. (Cadman Plaza W exit) | 2 3  to Clark St.

Sponsored by  

TWO TREES

 

Live Music, Performance Art, Installations, 
Exhibits, Screenings & More!

Park, (212) 439-1090], www.
bigonion.com. 

READING, LUCINDA ROSEN
FELD: Author of “I’m So 
Happy for You: A Novel 
About Best Friends.” Free. 
7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacific 
and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

ART OPENING: Drawings 
and paintings by Maya 
Edelman. Free. 7–9 pm. 
Tillie’s [248 DeKalb Ave. at 
Vanderbilt Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 783-6140], 
www.tilliesofbrooklyn.com. 

READING, MICHELLE 
MAISTO: The author of 
“The Gastronomy of Mar-
riage: A Memoir of Food 
and Love.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383-0096], 
wordbrooklyn.wordpress.
com. 

post from a few years back. In 
the book, the response on the 
list-serv is pretty Puritanical, 
though, in reality, members 
had a lot of fun with it.
 I also appreciate that Sohn 
puts to bed the sexist notion 
that sexless marriages are al-
ways a woman’s fault. Prob-
ably the biggest insight in the 
book is that men, after father-
hood, become less interested 
in sex. And it’s not because 
their wives are a turnoff — 
but because the pressures they 
face at work and home are a 
buzz kill. 
 “Rebecca saw what she’d 

been doing wrong all the time: 
She had been trying to go 
through the front door when 
he wanted to be approached 
from the side. He needed to be 
approached through the door 
marked ‘Father’ because the 
one marked ‘Husband’ was 
locked.”
 But there are also lines in 
the book that really cross the 
line, like the one about “adop-
tion being the ultimate form 
of recycling.” 
 And there aren’t a lot of 
Park Slope mommies who 
dress like Angelina Jolie 
when they go to the play-
ground.
 The real-life Park Slope 
just isn’t so mean spirited as 
Sohn’s. 
 Where’s the warmth and 

community spirit of moms 
like Susan Fox and Rachel 
Mauer, who run Park Slope 
Parents and Kim Maier, ex-
ecutive director of the Old 
Stone House?
 How about dedicated com-
munity leaders like PS 321’s 
principal Liz Phillips, Bobby 
Finkelstein, who runs the af-
ter-school program at Beth 
Elohim and Nancy Romer, 
organizer of the Brooklyn 
Food Conference?  
 Or glamorous moms like 
author Elissa Schappell, who 
writes the Hot Type column 
for Vanity Fair; Suzanne Don-
aldson, photo editor of Glam-
our Magazine and Kathy Ma-
lone, founder of the Brooklyn 
Indie Market. 
 This Prospect Park West 

is made up of really inter-
esting women, with a wide 
range of interests, passions 
and styles. 
 But the other “Prospect 
Park West” is too busy want-

ing to be the hit show, “Sex-
less and the City” or “Actually 
Very Desperate Housewives” 
rather than be a true mirror 
on a neighborhood that is still 
dying for a real fictive take-
down.
 In “Prospect Park West,” 
the characters are at each oth-
er’s throats and are only look-
ing out for number one. In 
other words, they lack a con-
nection to community and the 
sense of how they affect the 
world around them.
 Louise Crawford, who 
writes the Smart mom col-
umn every week in The 
Brooklyn Paper, lives in Park 
Slope, has two kids, is occa-
sionally a living parody, but 
she always makes connec-
tions to her community.

Amy Sohn
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By Joe Maniscalco
Community Newspaper Group

ark Slope is a long way from the 
hills of Appalachia, but for two 
days in September, the neighbor-

hood will be filled with the down 
home sound of fiddles and banjos.
 James Reams started the Park 
Slope Bluegrass & Old-Time Jam-
boree 12 years ago and ever since, 
devotees of this quintessential form of 
American music have flocked to the 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 
to celebrate a fusion formed from the 
music of African-American slaves 

and Scotch-Irish settlers.
 “I think there’s just a craving for 
this type of roots music,” Reams ex-
plained. “People don’t get to see the 
real thing in New York City.
 “This is the music of the people — 
the story of America melting and fusing 
into a different style,” Reams added.
 This year’s festival will span two 
days — Sept. 11 and 12 — and feature 
live performances, all-day jam sessions, 
workshops and good eats courtesy of 
Dizzy’s Diner over on Ninth Street.
 Musical guests include Reams’s 
band, The Barnstormers, plus Hells 
Kitchen Country, the A-Kays, Light-

ning in the East and many more.
 And don’t worry if you don’t own 
a string tie; this jamboree has always 
been about inclusion.
 “It’s an opportunity to hear people 
you don’t hear all the time,” says Steve 
Arkin of Lightening in the East. “It’s 
antiquity. It’s spooky, ancient, authen-
tic sounding music.”
 This year, Alan Jabbour, former di-
rector of the American Folklife Cen-
ter, Library of Congress, will also 
be on hand to push the Jamboree’s 
Bluegrass cred even higher than it 
already is.
 The celebrated fiddle player, credited 
with helping to revive old-time South-
ern string band music starting in the 
1960s, will not only perform, he’ll also 
conduct a fiddle-playing workshop.
 Park Slope Bluegrass & Old-Time 
Jamboree at the Brooklyn Society 
for Ethical Culture [53 Prospect 
Park West at Second Street, (718) 
768-2972]. Tickets for Friday night 
are $10 ($6 for children); all day tick-
ets for Saturday are $4. Music and 
workshops begin at 12:30 pm.

Slope plays host to Bluegrass festival

James Reams and the Barn-
stormers.

V
ic

to
r 

C
ar

nu
cc

io
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THURS, SEPT. 10
READING, PORTRAITS 

WRIGHTS: Meet Ken Collins 
and Victor Wishna, the 
photographer and author 
of “In Their Company: 
Por traits of American Play-
wrights.” The exhibition 
will run through October 
31, 2009. Free. 6 pm. 
Umbrage Gallery [111 Front 
Street between Adams 
and Washington streets in 
DUMBO, (212) 796-2707], 
www.umbragebooks.com. 

BOOK PARTY: ”Twitter Wit: 
Brilliance in 140 Characters 
or Less,” edited by Nick 
Douglas. Free. 7-9 pm. 
Power House Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

READING, JILL DEARMAN: 
The author of “Bang the 
Keys.” Free. 7 pm. Book-
Court [163 Court St. be-
tween Pacific and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875-3677], www.book-
court.org. 

READING, LEV GROSSMAN: 

Author of “The Magicians.” 
Free. 7:30 pm. Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
0096], wordbrooklyn.word-
press.com. 

FRI, SEPT. 11
READING, MIKE ROBBINS 

AND WENDY PALITZ: The 
authors of “The Whole 
Green Catalog — 1,000 
Best Things for You and 
the Earth.” Free. 7 pm. 
Book Court [163 Court St. 
between Pacific and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875-3677], www.bookcourt.
org. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: One 
World Symphony presents 
works by Mendelssohn, 
Vaughan Williams, Mahler 
and more. $40 ($30 stu-
dents and seniors). 8 pm. 
St. Ann’s Church [157 
Montague Street at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 707-1411], www.one-
worldsymphony.org. 

BLUEGRASS JAMBOREE: 
Featuring James Reams 
& The Barnstormers. $10. 
8:30 pm. Brooklyn Society 
for Ethical Culture [53 Pros-

pect Park West at Second 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
768-2972], www.bsec.org. 

SAT, SEPT. 12

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIKE IT: See Saturday, Sept. 5.
INTRODUCTION TO BIRD

WATCHING: See Saturday, 
Sept. 5.

PERFORMANCE
BLUEGRASS JAMBOREE: All 

day music and workshops. 
$10. noon-8 pm. Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West 
at Second Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

MEGA ART SHOW: More 
than 250 artists from the 
worlds of art, music, per-
formance and word will be 
showcased in “The Words 
of Color”. Free. 1-6 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [499 Van Brunt 
St., near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (917) 655-2980], 
www.bwac.org. 

DANCE PERFORMANCE 
AND WORKSHOP WITH 
LYNN NEUMAN: The cho-

reographer and dancer will 
hold a free workshop show-
casing dances popular from 
previous recessions. Free. 3 
pm. Washington/J.J. Byrne 
Park [Fifth Avenue between 
Third and Fourth streets in 
Park Slope, 917-627-8770], 
www.artichokedance.org. 

THEATER, “THE HOUSE 
OF BLUE LEAVES”: John 
Guare’s classic farce. $18. 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St., between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352-3101], gal-
leryplayers.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 See 

Saturday, Sept. 5.
BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: 

See Saturday, Sept. 5.
BROOKLYN FLEA: See Satur-

day, Sept. 5.
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 

Saturday, Sept. 5.

OTHER
FILM, “PRAY THE DEVIL 

BACK TO HELL”: Docu-
mentary about Liberia. $8. 
7 pm. Old First Reformed 
Church [729 Carroll St. at 
Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-8300].
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P L E A S E  J O I N  R E D  W H I T E  &  B U B B L Y

~  F O R  A  ~

Very Special Wine Tasting
T O  B E N E F I T  T H E  P A R K  S L O P E  V O L U N T E E R 

A M B U L A N C E  C O R P S .

F E A T U R I N G  T H E  W I N E S  O F  N E W  Y O R K

F R I D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  1 1

2 1 1  5 T H  AV E N U E ,  B R O O K LY N ,  N Y

5 : 0 0  ~  9 : 0 0  P M

Participating Wineries:

 Wolfer Estates

     Leib Cellars

         Paumanok Vineyards

           Brooklyn Oenology

             Ravines Wine Cellars

             Shinn Estates

           Warwick Estate

       Schneider Vineyards

Keuka Lake Vineyards

7 1 8 - 6 3 6 - W I N E



way to Eighth Avenue in Park 
Slope.
 “It’s giving him life,” said 
audio engineer Matt Castillo, 
of his 24-speaker and sub-
woofer system.
 Though the afternoon was 

almost entirely devoted to mu-
sic and memories, the stage 
was briefly overrun with ce-
lebrities and politicians — how 
often do Borough President 
Markowitz and the Rev. Al 
Sharpton share a stage?
 That stage was in Pros-

September 4, 2009 AWP  9

Family re-bonds with Teen Spirit

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom, Hepcat 
and the Oh So Feisty 
One got home from 

California last Thursday 
at 7 am. They’d taken the 
redeye from Oakland and 
Smartmom didn’t sleep a 
wink. Instead, she’d spent 
the entire night alternating 
between 36 free channels of 
DirectTV watching mostly 
the House and Garden chan-
nel and CNN.
 Arriving home, she was 
exhausted — and nervous — 
about the state of the apart-
ment after last week’s report 
of Teen Spirit’s raucous party. 
That’s why she told OSFO to 

go in first and report back.
 “Everything is fine,” OSFO 
shouted down the stairs. 
 Phew. 
 The apartment was tidy. All 
the dirty dishes had been put 
through the dishwasher and 
all the dirty clothing that Di-
aper Diva said she saw cov-
ering the hallway floor was in 
a big blue IKEA bag in Teen 
Spirit’s bedroom. 
 Later, Smartmom told Teen 
Spirit what Diaper Diva had 
said about the messy condi-
tion of the apartment. Natu-
rally, he questioned her judge-
ment.
 “Well, you know how neat 

she is,” he said. 
 Indeed, Diaper Diva and 
Bro-in-law are compulsively 
neat. Not like the relatives 
over on Third Street who tend 
to be a bit more, er, creative 
in the housekeeping depart-
ment. 

his plans for the year and a 
little about what his friends 
are up to.
 It was one of the best — 
and longest — conversations 
they’ve had in eons. He also 
played three new songs for her 
and she was overjoyed. They 
were so good, she wanted to 
cry. But she didn’t let on. In-
stead she looked down at her 
lap and took in the magic of 
his music. 
 Smartmom felt very 
lucky.
 The two weeks that Smart-
mom, Hepcat and OSFO were 
in California were the first time 
Teen Spirit had ever stayed by 
himself in the apartment. It was 
kind of a learning experience. 
Sure, he did all the typical ad-

olescent faux pas: he threw a 
party and caused a stir when 
a dozen beer cans got tossed 
from the fire escape. 
 But a lot of good things 
happened, too. 
 Teen Spirit decided that 
he wants to learn how to 
cook.
 “I want to be like Dad, the 
way he has a whole bunch of 
specialties,” he told Smart-
mom. 
 He also realized that he 
needs to learn some of the 
basics likes how to boil eggs 
and rice. In general he needs 
to get better acquainted with 
the kitchen. 
 “I never found the can 
opener,” he told Smartmom. 
“I mean, you left me all those 
cans of baked beans, but I 
couldn’t find the opener.”
 Male kitchen blindness 
strikes young. 
 Smartmom handed Teen 
Spirit three can openers that 
were in a utensils jar on the 
counter. But she felt bad that 
his bean craving had gone 
unmet.  
 Teen Spirit is learning 

about other important stuff, 
too, like, where to get a check 
cashed when you don’t have 
a bank account. 
 “These are life lessons,” 
Smartmom told him this 
morning when she showed him 
where sign to on the back of a 
check, his first paycheck. 
 “My dad always used to 
say, ‘Remember to write “for 
deposit only” on the back,’” 
Smartmom told her son. 
 After their conversation, 
Smartmom decided that this 
Gap Year University thing 
was going to be great. He 
thinks so, too. He told her 
that doesn’t feel ready for 
college and that when he’s 
ready, he’ll go. 
 In the meantime, he says, 
he may want to take a course 
in Roman history at one of the 
city community colleges. 
 Smartmom smiled in-
wardly. She knows it’s su-
per important not to med-
dle and to give him plenty 
of space. 
 Room to grow. That’s what 
she’s going to give him. Plenty 
of room to grow.

 Smar tmom 
was thrilled to 
be with Teen 
Spirit again. 
And she felt like 
the time apart 
had done them 
a world of good. 
She had a long 
talk with him 
about his job, 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, SEPT. 4
 Pre-

schoolers’ Fun Fall Party. 
Free. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

 Dirk Wittenborn. 
The author of “PHAR-
MAKON — Or, The Story 
of a Happy Family.” $15. 
Gumbo [493 Atlantic Ave. 
in Boerum Hill, 718-855-
7808]. 

 Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum & Bailey 
Boom A Ring. One-ring 
verison of the Ringling 
Brothers show. $10-$65. 
[West 21st Street at the 
Boardwalk in Coney 
Island, (201) 507-8900], 
www.ringling.com. 

SAT, SEPT. 5
 Ringling Broth-

ers. See Friday, Sept. 4 
 Nature Crafts. 

Free. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

 Science Power 
Hour. Free. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center (see 
venue info above).

 Early American 
crafts and games. Free. 
Leffert’s Historic House 
[Enter park at Fifth Street 
and Prospect Park West 
in Prospect Park, (718) 
287-3400 X101], www.
heartofbrooklyn.org/
childrenscorner. 

SUN, SEPT. 6
 

Puppet show. ”Peter and 
the Wolf” and “The Frog 
Prince.” $8 (kids, $7). Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave., 
at Fourth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
www.puppetworks.org. 

 Ringling Brothers. 
See Friday, Sept. 4. 

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, Sept. 5.

 Science Power 

Hour. See Saturday, Sept. 
5.

 Early American 
crafts. See Saturday, 
Sept. 5.

 Bingo/Board game 
night. Free. Moxie Spot 
[81 Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

MON, SEPT. 7
 Back to 

School Bash. Recycled arts 
and crafts, face painting, 
beanbag toss, bubbles, 
games, dance party, free 
school supplies and more. 
Free. Habana Outpost [757 
Fulton St. at S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 858-9500], www.
ecoeatery.com. 

 Ringling Brothers. 
See Friday, Sept. 4. 

THURS, SEPT. 10
 Nintendo/Wii Sports 

Night. Free. Moxie Spot 
[81 Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 923-
9710], themoxiespot.com. 

FRI, SEPT. 11
 Dirk Wittenborn. 

See Friday, Sept. 4

SAT, SEPT. 12
 Harvest Days. 

Harvest, cook, and eat 
potatoes. Work the cider 
press and make apple frit-
ters. Free. Leffert’s Historic 
House [Enter park at Fifth 
Street and Prospect Park 
West in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400 X101], www.
prospectpark.org. 

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, Sept. 5.

 Science Power 
Hour. See Saturday, Sept. 
5.

 Early American 
crafts. See Friday, Sept. 4. 

 Care Bears On Fire. 
With Blame the Patient. 
$10. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

BROOKLYN
FENCING CENTER

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

DAY SCHOOL, INC.
A fully licensed and certified preschool

 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms

 Enriched Curriculum

 Caring, loving environment

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

HEALTH, MIND
 & BODY

DENTISTS

UNION TEMPLE

 

(718) 638-7600
www.UnionTemple.org
UnionTemple@UnionTemple.org

Learn with us!
UNION TEMPLE

Religious School
Registration Open House: Sunday, September 13th

9:30 am to 12 pm

Introduce your child to Reform Judaism in a nurturing, 
creative environment that fits the diversity of Park Slope, 

Prospect Heights, and surrounding communities.

REGISTER NOW AND GET  UNION TEMPLE MEMBERSHIP FOR ONE YEAR!

FINEST DENTAL CARE
Superior Services for Adults & Children
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises.

10 Plaza St. East, Suite 1F
(bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves)

(718) 622-8020Evening 
appointments 

available.

Most 
Insurance 
accepted

finished, then rebuild.”
 The neon green birds – which originally 
came from Argentina - have long been a 
subject of fascination in Brooklyn.
 The birds likely settled in the borough af-
ter escaping from a container at JFK Airport 
in the 1960s, according to bird experts.
 Since then, the fowl – which are officially 
known as monk parakeets or wild quaker par-
rots — have built nests around the borough, 
maintained their population by welcoming 

escaped domestic parrots, and survived on 
a diet of mainly grass and bird feed. 
 For years, a colony with between 30 and 
40 members has lived above the Dust Bowl, 
Baldwin said. 
 “I don’t mean to knock Brooklyn‘s many 
pigeons, but parrots have something ex-
tra,” said Baldwin. “They lend a sort of ex-
otic quality to Brooklyn and they’re a great 
way to introduce people to the concept that 
wildlife isn’t just in Yosemite Park or the 
preserves – it’s all around us.”
 While these parrots are known to speak 
– and sing! – they did not respond coher-
ently to repeated interview requests by a 
Brooklyn Paper reporter.

toerotic tendencies.
 Last June, Ayveq, succumbed to a bacte-
rial infection, but young Akituusaq – whose 
name means “a gift given in return” in the 
Alaskan and Siberian Yupik language – 
had always had a clean bill of health.
 Investigators are awaiting the results of a 
necropsy, which might help determine if any 
“underlying causes” lead to the water-loving 
mammal’s death, according to Dohlin.  
 “He was actually an incredibly healthy 
and vibrant little fellow,” said Dohlin. “He 

inked with several groups, 
some of which did not exist 
before they signed a contract 
offering their support for the 
project in exchange for finan-
cial backing.
 “I’m not a fan of having 
private individuals negotiate 
[with developers] outside the 
public view,” he said. “That 
leads to corruption.”
 Though Avella was critical 
of the Atlantic Yards project, 
he saved much of his ire for 
Gotham’s style of city planning 
in general, which he claimed 
simultaneously favors devel-
opers and fosters a “not-in-my-
backyard” mentality.

[the money] is for the afford-
able housing piece — just the 
affordable housing piece — 
maybe you would consider 
it.”
 Unlike Avella, Thomp-
son said he supports com-
munity benefits agreements, 
which grant select commu-
nity groups financial backing 
from developers in exchange 
for support of controversial 
projects. 
 In the case of Atlan-
tic Yards, developer Bruce 
Ratner signed his CBA with 
several groups that did not 
even exist before the inking 
of the deal.

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

TONY…

BILL…

PARTY… EGGS…

BABY…

 “We need to fix planning 
in the city,” said Avella, an 
outspoken opponent of the 
city’s Coney Island rezoning. 
“We don’t do planning. We 
do knee-jerk reactions to de-
velopers.”
 Instead, the Bayside coun-
cilman calls for a bottom-up 
model of city planning that 
puts community members 
and city-paid land-use law-
yers in charge.
 When a reporter skepti-
cally whether Avella could 
point to any example of such 
a planning model ever oc-
curring in New York City, 
he admitted he could not — 
but said that the lack of such 

an example demonstrated the 
problem with development in 
New York.
 He said that the city of Se-
attle uses an approach that he 
favors.
 If elected, city planning 
isn’t the only thing that the 
57-year-old plans to shake-
up.
 Avella said he would fire 
Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Janette Sadik-
Khan because the agency 
steamrolls its agenda with 
little community imput, he 
claimed.
 “Whether it’s a bike lane 
or putting down pedestrian 
walkways … there is no com-
munication,” said Avella, who 
noted that many communi-
ties have become opponents 
of cycling paths because of 

the haphazard way that they 
have been installed. 
 Avella also said he would 
sack Department of Build-
ings Commissioner Robert 
LiMandri and Department 
of Consumer Affairs Com-
missioner Jonathan Mintz — 
though Avella’s jury is still out 
for Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly. 
 It will be an uphill battle for 
any Democrat to defeat Mayor 
Bloomberg, who is using his 
immense personal fortune to 
seek his third term — this time 
on the Republican ticket. 
 But before Avella can 
have a chance to go after 
Bloomberg, he’ll need to 
win the Democratic nomi-
nation, which is also being 
sought by Comptroller Bill 
Thompson. 

Councilman Tony Avella (D–Queens) attacked the 
city’s Department of Transportation.
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 If elected, Thompson 
told The Brooklyn Paper 
he would draft a “template” 
that builders and community 
groups must follow.
 “I don’t know why we 
wouldn’t want to create 
some kind of a blueprint [for 
community benefits agree-
ments],” said Thompson.
 The city’s 42nd comptrol-
ler described himself as a 
supporter of the Bloomberg-
backed rezoning of Coney 
Island — a rezoning that 
Avella hotly contests.
 “The community has 
signed on. … The commu-
nity wants affordable hous-
ing,” said Thompson, who 

Mayoral candidate Bill Thompson would bring in 
all his own commissioners.
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also noted it is important 
that the plans don’t “wipe 
out” amusement areas. 
 But if elected, Thompson 
said he would wipe out many 
of the city’s commissioners 
including Police Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly.
 “I would bring my own 
[police] commissioner,” he 
said.
 For his part, Avella said 
Kelly’s job is up in the air, 
though he promised to fire 
other agency honchos includ-
ing Department of Transpor-
tation Commissioner Janette 
Sadik-Khan.
 The Bedford-Stuyvesant 
native also spent a chunk of 
the interview with reporters 
and editors from Commu-
nity Newspaper Group call-
ing out Mayor Bloomberg. 

 Thompson also went the 
mayor for the city’s reaction 
to swine flu and its “failed 
homeless policy,” which he 
claims has led to increased 
rates of homelessness despite 
Bloomberg’s promise to re-
duce vagrancy rates by two-
thirds.
 Twice, tough questions 
from journalists from The 
Brooklyn Paper’s parent 
company caught the comp-
troller off guard.
 When asked to which 
shovel-ready projects he 
would give federal stimu-
lus funds, Thompson cited 
a green health-care facility 
in Harlem, but he was un-
able to name a single project 
outside of Manhattan that he 
thought should receive fed-
eral dollars.

Thousands turned out to celebrate — and in some 
cases, impersonate — Michael Jackson on Saturday.
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pect Park after a mini-con-
troversy erupted when city 
officials realized that the 
original venue, Fort Greene 
Park, probably couldn’t han-
dle the expected crowds. Af-
ter a few days of confusion, 
Prospect Park was picked to 
host Brooklyn’s only memo-
rial to the late singer.
 But unlike an earlier, som-
ber tribute at Harlem’s Apollo 
Theater, this was a party, first 
and foremost.
 Indeed, Lee brought out a 
red velvet birthday cake and 
introduced the final song: 
“Man in the Mirror.”
 “We gotta sing loud so Mi-
chael can hear us!” Lee ex-
horted.
 While all shared Lee’s de-
sire to keep the Jackson spirit 
alive, not everyone’s motives 
were so pure.
 Brent “Prince Gritty” 
James, a 23-year-old dancer, 
entertainer and model from 
Canarsie, worked the crowd 
with his agent handing out 
headshots while he danced 
in a Jackson style.
 “I’m going to see to that I 
keep him alive forever,” he 
said. 

was a great pride and joy because walruses 
are very rarely successful at breeding in 
captivity.”
 The fact that his birth was celebrated as a 
blessing makes his death all the more tragic 
for animal lovers across the borough. 
 “All of Brooklyn and New York City are 
saddened to hear of the death of Akituusaq,” 
said Borough President Markowitz. 
 “May Akituusaq’s version of heaven pro-
vide nothing but calm waters, plentiful food 
and countless walrus friends,” he added.
 There are no plans for a public memorial, 
but fans of Akituusaq can come down and 
share their feelings with keepers, or visit 
with Kulu or the aquarium’s other adult fe-
male walrus, Nuka.
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he 33rd Council 
District, which 
stretches along 

the waterfront from 
Greenpoint to Brook-
lyn Heights, then picks 
up Boerum Hill, Cob-
ble Hill, Carroll Gar-
dens and a big part of 
Park Slope, is fortu-
nate to have several 
outstanding candi-
dates for the Demo-
cratic nomination.
 Jo Anne Simon, the only woman 
running among the seven candidates 
to succeed David Yassky, is a longtime 
Democratic District Leader with a solid 
record of service to the community.
 Steve Levin, the chief of staff to As-
semblyman Vito Lopez (D–Bushwick), 
is a young up-and-comer who brings in-
telligence and dynamism to the race.
 Then again, if we were strictly 
choosing the best environmentalist 
in the district, it would be Ken Baer, 
former head of the New York City 
chapter of the Sierra Club.
 But the best choice for Democrats 
in this sprawling gerrymander is Evan 
Thies, Yassky’s former chief of staff.
 Much of the campaign for this seat 
has been dominated by a debate over 
which candidate is truly independent 
of Lopez, the powerful Brooklyn Dem-
ocratic Party boss.
 Simon has shown some indepen-
dence in the past, but her position 
as a longtime party official makes it 
impossible for her to claim that she 
is truly an outsider who is going to 
shake up city government. 
 For better or worse, she would be 
the same kind of councilmember that 
we’ve always gotten: an accommoda-
tionist who will work with the Coun-
cil’s dysfunctional leadership rather 
than challenge it.
 Levin’s connection to his boss Lo-

pez certainly doesn’t 
disqualify him from 
winning our endorse-
ment. 
 He would likely be 
an extremely talented 
councilman. But, like 
Simon, he’s not inde-
pendent.
 Thies would be a 
break from insider pol-
itics and a step towards 
the kind of progressive 
leadership that the 

Council desperately needs. He showed 
that in his committed, hands-on work 
as a member of his local community 
board, a body that too many members 
treat as nothing but a place to whine 
about something every month.
 Thies, while working for Yassky, 
was the architect of a 2005 rezoning 
that mandated an affordable hous-
ing component to the city’s massive 
transformation of the Williamsburg-
Greenpoint waterfront from manu-
facturing towards luxury housing.
 That agreement remains a model 
for large rezonings.
 Levin’s won the endorsements of 
many elected officials — Sen. Chuck 
Schumer, Borough President Markow-
itz and others seeking to curry favor 
with Lopez — but Thies’s endorse-
ment list — which includes the Free-
lancers Union, Citizens Union and the 
New Kings Democrats — speaks to 
his progressivism.
 He didn’t even get the endorsement 
of his old boss Yassky, who sat out 
this race in a bid to avoid the wrath 
of the party leader, whose support he 
needs — and got — in his race for 
comptroller.
 The good news is that Evan Thies 
is free of this. 
 As such, he has earned our en-
dorsement for the Democratic nom-
ination.

o u n c i lwo m a n 
Letitia James has 
represented Fort 

Greene, Clinton Hill 
and Prospect Heights 
since winning a spe-
cial election after the 
assassination of James 
Davis in 2003.
 She is a talented com-
munity leader who has 
shown gutsy indepen-
dence by breaking with 
the city’s power elite 
when appropriate.
 That she is running against two un-
qualified challengers sealed our en-
dorsement of her in the Democratic 
primary, which is tantamount to elec-
tion in the heavily Democratic 35th Dis-
trict. But we would find it easy to sup-
port her even if her challengers were 
more up to the job.
 James is the model of what a coun-
cilmember should be: one who spends 
time in the neighborhoods she repre-
sents, rather than holding meaningless 
rallies on the steps of City Hall. When 
an uptick in crime worried her constit-
uents, for example, she demanded ac-
countability from the 88th Precinct, 
rather than swallow the NYPD’s con-
stant claim that crime is down. Her 
constituents knew better.
 She also led the charge against the 
elimination of the two-term limit. And 
her support for David Walentas’s Dock 
Street project, while politically dam-
aging to her with the anti-development 
crowd, was the right thing to do.
 And where many of her colleagues 
have used their “member items” to 
dole out political favors to well-con-
nected insiders, James’s list of com-
munity groups that received her ear-
marks is replete with soup kitchens, 
precinct community councils, senior 
centers and small arts groups — the 
very groups for whom such grants were 

designed.
 But above all, Le-
titia James has consis-
tently been ahead of her 
colleagues in criticizing 
much-hyped develop-
ment projects that don’t 
create as much afford-
able housing or commu-
nity benefits as prom-
ised.
 As a reward for her 
various fights, James 
finds herself in a tough 

struggle for re-election. Her opponent, 
Delia Hunley-Adossa, is a strong sup-
porter of the Atlantic Yards project, 
which has allowed her to raise enough 
money from the construction trades 
and other allies of the development to 
wage a serious campaign.
 James has had to raise her money 
the old-fashioned way: by hitting up 
members of her community for small 
donations.
 Despite her large war-chest, Hunley-
Adossa offers little else but her sup-
port for Atlantic Yards. In a debate 
sponsored by the Community News-
paper Group, the parent company of 
this newspaper, Hunley-Adossa was un-
informed on land-use issues and un-
convincing that she would be avail-
able to the community if elected. She 
has run a secretive campaign and has 
complained that reporters have called 
her on her cellphone and home phone 
after she has not returned calls at her 
campaign office.
 A third candidate, newcomer Med-
hanie Estiphanos, is too arrogant and 
hostile to warrant consideration for our 
endorsement, but we do hope he will 
take the time to learn the district, as 
his fiery spirit will certainly shake up 
future elections.
 For all these reasons, we heartily en-
dorse Letitia James for the Democratic 
nomination in the 35th District.

emocratic vot-
ers in Park Slope, 
Windsor Terrace, 

Carroll Gardens and 
other parts of the 39th 
Council District have 
four extremely quali-
fied candidates for the 
nomination to succeed 
Councilman Bill De-
Blasio.
 • Brad Lander, the 
former head of the 
Pratt Center for Com-
munity Development and the Fifth Av-
enue Committee, is a talented commu-
nity activist and affordable housing 
developer. None of the others can 
match Lander’s resume or compare 
with him on how many fights he’s 
taken on. Whenever there’s a local 
problem, Lander is the guy with the 
five-point plan.
 • Josh Skaller is the candidate with 
whom you want to have a beer. But 
he’s not just likable; he’s is a true pro-
gressive who would make his council 
office a bullhorn on many issues, such 
as global warming, national health 
care, the economy and taxes.
 • Bob Zuckerman, the former head 
of the Gowanus Canal Local Devel-
opment Corporation, is the most lib-
eral of the candidates, supporting a 
single-payer health care system, more 
arts funding, gay marriage, and a Park 
Slope Food Co-op-style requirement 
for parent involvement in the schools. 
And he once led the Greenwich Vil-
lage-Chelsea Chamber of Commerce, 
which gives him a small business per-
spective important to Brooklyn’s iden-
tity.
 But the candidate we are endors-
ing for the Democratic nomination 
is John Heyer.
 Some say he’s too conservative 
for the district. But we take a longer 
view of labels like “liberal,” “progres-

sive” and “conserva-
tive.” If Heyer is con-
servative, it is only in 
the sense that he is an 
old-school, working-
class Democrat, the 
kind that once domi-
nated New York City 
politics.
 We differ with 
him on his opposi-
tion to gay marriage 
and abortion rights, 
over which he has 

taken considerable heat, yet has al-
ways been amiable and inclusive rather 
than divisive.
 Indeed, temperament is Heyer’s 
greatest calling card. Still a young 
man, Heyer has worked for Assem-
blywoman Joan Millman (D–Car-
roll Gardens) and Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz — and promises to 
be the kind of councilman who uses 
the position as a neighborhood re-
source rather than a stepping stone 
to higher office.
 During debates, including one spon-
sored by the Community Newspaper 
Group last month, he was the one con-
stantly steering conversations back to 
nuts-and-bolts, block-by-block pot-
hole issues, such as the closing of a 
subway entrance or poor conditions 
in a local park.
 He also promises to fight the abuse 
of the Council’s “slush fund,” those 
pernicious member items that are 
poorly overseen.
 And he’s the only candidate in the 
race who is not ashamed to say that 
he wants the Atlantic Yards basket-
ball arena built at the intersection of 
Flatbush and Atlantic avenues, a po-
sition that we share.
 A fifth officeseeker, Gary Reilly, is 
likeable and intelligent, but he lacks 
the professional or political back-
ground that his four rivals have.

our city councilmembers are running 
for the Democratic nomination for 
comptroller: Melinda Katz, John Liu 

and David Weprin of Queens and David 
Yassky of Brooklyn Heights.
 All four have been effective coun-
cilmembers, offering creative legisla-
tive solutions to New York City’s prob-
lems.
 But the position of comptroller is one 
that requires a different set of skills, most 
notably, a willingness to analyze a situa-
tion with fresh, independent eyes.
 For this reason, we endorse David 
Yassky for his party’s nomination for 
comptroller.
 Make no mistake — all four candi-
dates are qualified for the job. Weprin, 
as head of the finance committee of the 
Council, certainly understands where 
some of the city’s budgetary bodies are 
buried. And Liu is an aggressive, likable 
legislator with talent and magnetism to 
spare. Had he not recently been caught 
in a minor fib last month about his sup-
posed child labor in a sweatshop, you 
could have added impeccable honesty 
to that list of qualifications.
 Katz is also talented — but her great-
est talent has been in raising big bucks 
from the real-estate industry. That neu-
tralizes any claim of independence.
 We’ve backed Yassky in his other races, 

including a failed cam-
paign for Congress two 
years ago, citing his cre-
ative ideas such as hybrid 
cabs or allowing New 
Yorkers to bring their 
bikes up to their offices. 
He also pushed to man-
date below-market-rate 
units in the Bloomberg 
administration’s other-
wise all-luxury rezon-
ing of the Williamsburg 
waterfront in 2005 — a 
rezoning that remains a model today.
 Earlier in the campaign, he unveiled 
a Web site — www.itsyourmoneynyc.
com — which tracks how the city’s ex-
penditures are spent. Opponents dis-
missed it as a campaign trick, but to us, 
it’s a valuable tool — and evidence that 
Yassky intends to run an open, trans-
parent comptroller’s office.
 Like his opponents, Yassky prom-
ises to root out waste and inefficiency. 
But Yassky also promises to restore to 
prominence one of the comptroller’s 
most under-used tools: the right to re-
view and nullify city contracts if they 
do not create enough local jobs or are 
doled out improperly.
 Perhaps Yassky’s greatest qualifica-
tion for the office is the very thing that 

has failed him as a leg-
islator: while he’s gifted 
at the art of compromise, 
give and take and get-
ting a bill done, he’s inept 
at the glad-handing and 
retail campaigning that 
make some politicians, 
like Borough President 
Markowitz, for example, 
so popular.
 He’s also shown some 
inability to take a real 
stand at true gut-check 

moments, like his bizarre flip-flop on 
term limits last year.
 Being comptroller — the dry, bean 
counter of the city — will free Yassky 
from the mundane pursuit of popular-
ity or his desire to seek the politically 
expedient nuance, and allow him to 
focus his intellect and considerable 
skills on the job. Go to his Web site 
— www.davidyassky.com — and you 
won’t find mere platitudes about the 
change he seeks, but page after page of 
well-thought-out position papers with 
astounding details and knowledge.
 The comptroller job is all about dig-
ging through the paperwork and ham-
mering away outside the limelight. This 
is where David Yassky excels. He’s 
earned the Democratic nomination.

here are two ideas competing for 
our endorsement for the Demo-
cratic nomination for public ad-

vocate: the notion of getting rid of this 
vestigial office altogether against the 
candidacy of Norman Siegel.
 But after consideration of all the is-
sues — and the fact that the budget of 
the public advocate’s office is a mere $1.7 
million in a city budget of close to $60 
billion — we are happy to both endorse 
the continuation of the office and Sie-
gel’s qualifications for his party’s nom-
ination.
 The Democrats have three other ca-
pable men running for the city’s sec-
ond-highest office: Councilmen Bill De-
Blasio (D–Park Slope) and Eric Gioia 
(D–Queens), and former Public Advo-
cate Mark Green.
 Green did a good job with the posi-
tion for the eight years during which 
he held it, but he has approached the 
campaign with a feeling of entitlement 
that is at best unbecoming and at worst 
downright arrogant. Democratic voters 
should reject his has-been candidacy.
 Meanwhile, DeBlasio and Gioia 
would bring an energy to the office 
that could use it after eight years un-
der Betsy Gotbaum. Both are ambitious 
men who see the advocate job as a step-

ping stone to higher of-
fice.
 But we don’t want a 
skilled lawmaker as the 
party’s standard-bearer 
for the position. We want 
an attack dog. Norman 
Siegel is that man.
 As a longtime civil 
rights lawyer and head 
of the New York Civil 
Liberties Union, Sie-
gel has led principled 
fights whenever soci-
ety runs the risk of being unjust: he’s 
fought an NYPD’s stop-and-frisk policy 
that tends to only stop and frisk black 
teens; he’s battled police brutality and 
worked to create a truly independent 
Civilian Complaint Review Board; he 
went down South in the 1960s to win 
civil rights for millions; he’s unabash-
edly in favor of gay marriage; and he 
is a true proponent of free speech.
 And his Brooklyn street cred is 
solid: A decade ago, Siegel defended 
the Brooklyn Museum when Mayor 
Giuliani wanted to cut off its funding 
because of a piece of artwork that the 
mayor didn’t like. More recently, he 
spoke out in favor of Kimber VanRy, the 
Prospect Heights man who got a ticket 

for drinking a beer on 
his stoop.
 All the Democratic 
candidates talk about 
using the public advo-
cate office to help the 
average Joe fight City 
Hall. But Siegel is the 
only one who has never 
been co-opted by having 
an office in the build-
ing. As such, he is the 
only one who constantly 
challenges the old ortho-

doxies that government insiders follow 
instinctively. If you watch him during 
our Community Newspaper Group-
sponsored debate, which can be seen 
on the BoroPolitics Web site, you’ll see 
that he’s the only Democratic candidate 
who truly gets it.
 We especially like his promise to use 
the public advocate’s obscure power to 
drag city agencies to court to root out 
government impropriety.
 Yes, DeBlasio and Gioia have fought 
for the public during their eight years 
in office. But Norman Siegel has done 
it his entire life — at considerable per-
sonal risk, mind you. As such, he has 
earned the Democratic nomination for 
public advocate.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

The Democratic Primary is Sept. 15. Check out our 
coverage of all these races at our political Web site:

33RD COUNCIL DISTRICT 35TH COUNCIL DISTRICT 39TH COUNCIL DISTRICT

PUBLIC ADVOCATE

COMPTROLLER

Don’t miss our interviews with all three mayoral candidates at
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By Mike McLaughlin
for The Brooklyn Paper

 A police officer shot a vi-
cious guard dog terrorizing 
the streets of Fort Greene and 
Clinton Hill on Sunday. 
 The officer, Sean Rogers, 
shot a large Rottweiler once 
on Willoughby Street near 
the Pratt Institute after sev-
eral 911 calls around 1:30 pm 
about two stray hounds fright-
ening the populace.  

 Rogers told The Brooklyn 
Paper that the dog, weigh-
ing more than 120 pounds, 
survived — at least initially 
— and was being treated by 
the city Center for Animal 
Care and Control. But a report 
on Sunday afternoon by The 
New York Times blog The 
Local cited police sources 
stating that the canine was 
killed instantly. 
 The animal control center 
did not respond to repeated 

calls from The Brooklyn Pa-
per in time for its rabid on-
line deadline.
 Police stalked the powerful 
pooch through the neighbor-
hood, cornering it in a park-
ing lot several blocks from 
where the first complaint pin-
pointed the beast. 
 Rogers, who had never 
fired his gun in the line of 
duty before, said he had no 
choice but to shoot the cur 
as it charged at him.  

 “The dog was clearly an-
gry,” he said. “It could have 
mauled you.”
 He discharged a single 
bullet from his gun into the 
mongrel, pumping hot lead 
into the Rotty’s shoulder. 
 The second dog was sub-
dued by a tranquilizer, ac-
cording to police sources. 
 The police believe the 
aggressive animals escaped 
from a nearby construction 
site.

FORT GREENE

GOWANUS

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Robert Guskind, the prolific yet trou-
bled force behind the Gowanus Lounge 
Web site, died of “an accidental over-
dose” from a combination of prescrip-
tion medications, the city’s medical ex-
aminer said. 
 Guskind’s March death was caused 
by “acute intoxication from the com-
bined effects” of a painkiller an anti-
depressant, and an anti-anxiety drug. 
He was 50 years old. 
 It took the medical examiner several 
months to complete the toxicology tests 
that found the painkiller hydrocodone, 
bupropion (often used to help adults 
quit smoking), and diazepam (the ge-
neric name of Valium), circulating at 
lethal levels in Guskind’s system. 
 The three drugs are central nervous 
system depressants. They lead to drows-
iness and, at high enough intake, can 
stop breathing. 
 It was not clear if Guskind had pre-
scriptions for any of the drugs, but ac-
cording to the assistant director of the 
emergency room at Long Island Col-

Valium, because it’s a muscle relaxer. 
“It’s certainly not uncommon for these 
to be prescribed together.” 
 Yet an inadvertent overdose is not a 
likely risk if the patients observe their 
recommended dosage, Blaufeux said. 
 “These two should not lead you to 
stop breathing,” he told The Brooklyn 
Paper. 
 But that appears to be what hap-
pened to the journalist, who was best 
known for his impassioned opposition 
to overdevelopment and obsession with 
discarded couches, which he diligently 
chronicled in photographs on Gowanus-
Lounge.com. In particular, he was fas-
cinated with the transformation of Wil-
liamsburg, Coney Island and the area 
around the Gowanus Canal.   
 According to many, his death and, 
with it, the disruption of his popular Web 
site, have left a gaping hole in Brook-
lyn’s blogosphere. 
 One of his prophecies came to fruition 
in August when a warehouse near the 
Gowanus Canal partially collapsed. 
 “This thing has wall collapse written 
all over it,” the late great journalist said. 
He urged, “Do not go near this thing.”

lege Hospital, it would not be unusual 
for a doctor to administer them to a pa-
tient simultaneously. 
 “In the short course, I frequently pre-
scribe [hydrocodone and Valium],” said 
Dr. Brian Blaufeux. Patients with back 
pain, for instance, could get the hydro-
codone because it alleviates aching, and 

Bob Guskind

DOWNTOWN

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority said 
“Beat It” to a second proposal 
to honor Michael Jackson in 
the Hoyt-Schermerhorn sta-
tion, where the late King of 
Pop filmed the music video 
“Bad” in 1987. 
 Councilwoman Leti-
tia James (D–Clinton Hill) 
asked the MTA to give her 
one more chance to commem-
orate Jackson, who died in 
June. She wanted the MTA 
to commission a work of art, 
such as a mural, commemo-
rating the legendary video, 

directed by Martin Scorsese, 
on the platform and mezza-
nine of A-, C-, and G-train 
station. 
 But the transit authority 
said James’s idea is off-the-
wall, because it only installs 
public art during major sta-
tion renovations and there’s 
no work scheduled for the 
Downtown station in the cur-
rent capital budget, which lasts 
through 2014. A spokesman 
also said its public art panel 
never mandates the subject 
matter of a work, so it would 
not be able to stipulate that 
artists create a Jacko-themed 
creation. 

Michael Jackson filmed the video for “Bad” in the 
Hoyt-Schermerhorn subways station in 1987.
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CONEY ISLAND

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Let there be life!
 A last-minute deal will reopen Dream-
land amusement park in Coney Island 
for Labor Day weekend, as landlord Joe 
Sitt and his tenant, the park operator, 
put aside their dispute about unpaid rent 
that shut down the rides on Aug. 21. 
 Sitt padlocked the gates when An-
thony Raffaelle’s debt to Sitt’s company, 
Thor Equities, piled up to more than 
$500,000, but relented when Council-
man Domenic Recchia (D–Coney Is-
land) brokered a deal. 
 “Thor Equities is thrilled that Coney 
Island residents and visitors — particu-
larly kids who start school next week — 
will get one final taste of summer fun at 
Dreamland over Labor Day,” said Ste-
fan Friedman, a spokesman for Thor. 
 Recchia, who denounced Sitt in the 
Daily News recently as “a heartless 
person who only cares about money,” 
was happy to announce that the unset-
tled dispute would not interfere with 
the traditional end of the summer sea-
son.
 “We’re expecting great weather and 
big crowds, so it’s important for Dream-
land to be open,” said Recchia. 
 In addition to Sitt’s park on West 
10th Street and Surf Avenue, other at-
tractions will be open to the public, in-
cluding the Cyclone roller coaster, De-
no’s Wonder Wheel theme park and the 
Ringling Brothers circus. 
 Recchia helped accomplish what Raf-
faelle could not do in court — get Sitt 
to unlock the gates. 
 Raffaelle, who admits he owes Sitt 
the money, failed twice to get a judge 
to reopen Dreamland on the grounds 
that Sitt’s lockout was illegal. 
 The judge put off the case until Fri-
day, Sept. 18, making it unlikely that the 
amusement park on the grounds of the 
old Astroland would reopen at all.
 “It’s so late in the season, if they had 
beef with me, now is not the time,” he 

Visitors to Coney Island on Friday were stunned to see that Joe Sitt 
had shuttered his Dreamland amusement park, but a new deal is in 
place that will reopen the theme park on the site of Astroland.

said after the closure. 
 Indeed, Coney Island Circus Side-
show operator Dick Zigun, agreed with 
Raffaelle. 
 “Whether or not rent was owed, you 
don’t have the right to act like a bully,” 
said Zigun, whose iconic stature in Co-
ney Island was affirmed last week when 
The Brooklyn Paper highlighted his 
side job as “Mayor of Coney Island.”
 Sitt disagreed with both Raffaelle 
and Zigun, saying that he, not Raffa-
elle, or the kids being turned away from 
the once-thriving amusement area, is 
the victim here.
 “Dreamland has not come close to 
meeting its financial obligations in many 
months,” said Friedman. 
 “We are hopeful that Dreamland will 
soon pay its rent [and] re-open.”
 Raffaelle has long been a behind-
the-scenes presence in Coney Island. 
He ran Sitt’s attractions that also closed 

early last year. This year he planned to 
be on the Astroland site with Ringling 
Bros, but when Sitt’s negotiations with 
Ringling broke down, Sitt made him 
take the whole lot, he said.
 Last weekend when it appeared al-
most certain that the park would stay 
closed, he and his workers remained 
angry about the shutdown.
 “We just showed up for work and 
couldn’t get in,” said Lori Vise, who 
worked at Dreamland. “It’s not fair for 
the visitors of Coney Island. We want 
it back open.”
 Dreamland sits on what was the Space 
Age-themed park, which closed because 
of a lease disagreement with the land’s 
former owner, Carol Albert. Albert had 
sold the land to Sitt two years earlier, 
but continued to operate the amuse-
ment park on the site until last year.
 The last day to visit Dreamland will 
be Labor Day. 

Deal brokered to save Coney rides
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the corner of Driggs Avenue 
and North Fifth Street — a 
crime now being referred to in 
The Brooklyn Paper as “get-
ting Gershed.”
 The crooks made off with 
a Bianchi cycle — valued at 
$2,740 — some time between 
Aug. 23 and Aug. 27. 
 — Ben Muessig

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick 

J-train pain
 Crooks rode the rails last 
week, robbing at least two 
men on the J train in sepa-
rate incidents. Here are the 
grisly details:
 • Four muggers stuck up 
a 26-year-old on a Brooklyn 
bound J train on Aug. 27.
 One of the crooks sat next 
to the victim as the train left 
the Chambers Street station in 
Manhattan at around 3:50 am, 
and began complimenting the 
victim’s electronics.
 “That’s a nice iPod,” the 
perp said.
 That’s when three accom-
plices — one of whom act-
ing as if he had a gun — sur-
rounded the victim.
 “Calm down and give it 
up,” one of the perps said. 
“Don’t worry, we’ve done this 
to dudes older than you.”
 As the train pulled into 
the Marcy Avenue station, the 
victim forked over his sun-
glasses, shoes, earrings, and 
iPhone.
 • Cops locked up two hood-
lums suspected of taking part 
in an Aug. 31 mugging on the 
elevated train line.
 The two thugs and an ac-
complice asking the 18-year-
old victim if he was a mem-
ber of the Latin Kings gang 
as he waited for a Brooklyn-
bound train at the Essex Street 
stop in Manhattan at around 
3:15 am.
 The victim said he wasn’t, 
and he boarded the train, 
alongside the perps.
 Once the doors closed, 
the trio attacked, “punch-
ing and kicking the victim 
about the body,” police re-
ports indicated.
 The thieves struck the vic-
tim with a belt and snatched 
his gold necklace, as well as 
$60 from his pockets.
 When the train arrived in 
the Marcy Avenue, the vic-
tim chased down one of the 
suspects, who was promptly 
arrested. Cops locked up a 
second suspect at the Halsey 
Street stop. The third suspect 
remains at large. 

Pocket protector
 A would-be mugger tried 
to rob a jogger on the Wil-
liamsburg Bridge footpath on 
Aug. 27, but her clothing kept 
her safe.
 The crook grabbed the run-
ner on the Brooklyn side of 
the bridge at around 8 am.
 “What do you have in your 
pockets?” he asked.
 When the victim informed 
him that her workout cloth-
ing doesn’t have any pock-
ets, he let her go. 

Domi-no!
 Two masked men held 
up a 52-year-old while he 
played dominoes at the cor-
ner of Knickerbocker Ave-
nue and Thames Street on 
Aug. 25.
 One of the perps pressed 
an object that felt like a hand-
gun against the back of the 
victim’s head and told him 
to sit still.
 “Don’t move,” the mug-
ger demanded in Spanish.
 The thieves then ripped 
the victim’s necklace from 
his neck and fled on foot. 

Stranger danger
 A mean mugger called out 
to a 31-year-old woman before 
smashing her head against a 
fire hydrant in a brutal Aug. 
23 mugging.
 The perp shouted out to the 
victim as she walked home 
past the corner of South 
Fourth and Berry streets at 
around 3:30 am.
 “Hey girl, what’s up,” the 
perp said, before he grabbing 
the victim and shoving her 
into a hydrant.

 The attack left the victim 
with a concussion, and the 
crook grabbed her Coach bag, 
which contained her leather 
wallet, house and car keys, 
credit cards, debit cards, driv-
er’s license, sunglasses, Met-
rocard, and $150. 

Drive-by mug
 A wheelman and a gunman 
forced a 52-year-old to get 
into a car before they robbed 
him on Aug. 24.
 The criminal duo pulled up 
beside the victim at around 4 
pm at the corner of Hooper 
Street and Broadway and the 
passenger revealed a gun.
 Once inside, the driver or-
dered the victim to hand over 
$3,000 and his green card.  

No cane do
 Police nabbed a 13-year 
suspected of striking a 
30-year-old man in the shoul-
der with a cane on Aug. 27.
 Cops locked up the teen, 
who allegedly clubbed the 
victim at around 10:40 pm 
at the corner of Berry and 
South Ninth streets, leaving 
the victim with “pain and red-
ness.” Police were unable to 
recover a weapon at the scene 
of the crime. 

myPhone
 Cops locked up a 17-year-
old suspected of mugging a 
28-year-old for his iPhone on 
Aug. 27.
 The perp approached the 
victim at the corner of Met-
ropolitan Avenue and Rod-
ney Street at around 1:30 am 
and bullied the victim.
 “I’ll punch you in the face,” 
the perp said, threatening the 
victim.
 The victim handed over 
the phone, but cops canvassed 
the neighborhood and cuffed 
a suspect. 

Getting played
 A video game–crazed 
crook snatched three gam-
ing consoles and a computer 
from a Cook Street home on 
Aug. 26.
 The thief got into the resi-
dence, which is near Graham 
Avenue, between 9 am and 
6:30 pm. The crook heisted a 
Nintendo DS, DS games, a 
Playstation 3, Playstation 3 
games and a Nintendo Wii, as 
well as a Dell mini laptop and 
jewelry. — Ben Muessig

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Bensonhurst

Flashback
 Cops are looking for a thief 
who swiped a man’s iPhone 
after throwing him against 
the wall and demanding his 
“radio.”
 The victim told police that 
he was on Fifth Avenue near-
ing 76th Street at 9:20 pm on 
August 26 when the suspect, 
described as a white male 
in his 30s, jumped him and 
shoved him over to a nearby 
wall.
 The man claimed he had 
a firearm, although he didn’t 
flash the sidearm during the 
heist, officials said.
 “Give me your radio or I’ll 
shoot you,” the man threat-
ened before running off with 
the iPhone— which does a 
lot more than play music — 
and $15 in cash.

Door popper
 A Dyker Heights man es-
caped serious injury last week 
when he closed his apartment 
door on a man firing a gun 
at him.
 Cops said that the alleged 
shooter, 35, was taken into 
custody on Aug. 26 shortly af-
ter he pumped five bullets into 
the apartment door on 13th 
Avenue and 68th Street.
 The victim told police 
that he was arguing with the 
shooter, whom he knew, by 
his door at 12:35 am when 
the suspect pulled a gun, 
cocked it and threatened to 
shoot him.
 When the victim slammed 
the door, the perp opened fire 
and ran off, police alleged.
 Responding officers trailed 
him to a home on 67th Street 
near 14th Avenue, where he 
was taken into custody and 
charged with attempted as-

sault, criminal possession of 
a weapon, menacing, criminal 
mischief and harassment.
 A second man was arrested 
and charged with obstructing 
governmental administration 
for claiming that no one else 
was in the home when police 
arrived.
 The second suspect briefly 
stopped police from entering 
the home, where they found 
teh shooter and the gun, of-
ficials alleged.

Coin carnage
 A thief forced his way 
into a home on Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway so he could get 
his hands on a panhandler’s 
dream — a hefty coin jar.
 The 55-year-old told po-
lice that he had left his home 
for a short holiday at 6 pm 
on Aug. 21. He returned on 
the afternoon on Aug. 25 to 
find that the door had been 
damaged. The lock was bro-
ken.
 The only thing taken was 
the spare change, which the 
victim said was worth $500, 
officials said.

Kitchen cracker
 A laptop computer and 
several pieces of jewelry 
were removed from a 68th 
Street apartment when a thief 
crawled in through a kitchen 
window.
 Officials said that the thief 
forced open the window and 
entered sometime between 
9 am and 9:50 pm on Aug. 
27.
 Among the items taken 
were a bracelet, a pair of hoop 
earrings and a gold ring.

Unsafe keeping
 Police are investigating 
two recent car break-ins 
where the main thing taken 
was the car owners’ wal-
lets.
 Officials said that some-
one broke into a 2008 Infiniti 
parked at the corner of Sixth 
Avenue and 67th Street be-
tween midnight and 5 am on 
Aug. 24.
 The owner of the car, a resi-
dent of Staten Island, said that 
the only thing taken was his 
wallet, which had $220 and 
several credit cards inside.
 Several hours later, a thief 
broke into a 1996 Chrysler 
parked on Fort Hamilton Park-
way near 62nd Street, scoring 
a second wallet belonging to 
a 31-year-old resident.

Bottle rocket
 A dispute in a Third Ave-
nue club ended in bloodshed 
when a patron smacked an-
other club-goer with a beer 
bottle.
 A 23-year-old victim said 
that he was arguing with the 
bald patron inside Plush, lo-
cated near 79th Street, at 
11:10 pm on Aug. 21 when 
the suspect spit at him and 
then cracked the bottle over 
his crown.
 The victim was taken to 
Lutheran Medical Center to 
be treated for deep cuts to the 
left side of his face, officials 
said.
 The assailant got away.

Senior siphon
 Two sisters in their 90s 
were swindled out of $10,000 
last week after they let in two 
scam artists posing as De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection employees.
 The women, ages 90 and 
92, were inside their home 
on 65th Street near 10th Av-
enue at about noon on Aug. 
18 when the two suspects, a 
man and a woman, came to 
their door claiming to be from 
the water company.
 The duo claimed that they 
had to come in and check all 
the faucets for pressure be-
cause there was a water main 
break outside.
 Both women — as well as 
their friend, 89, who was also 
visiting at the time — fell for 
the scam, in which one of the 
suspects kept the ladies dis-
tracted while the other looted 
through the apartment look-
ing for valuables.
 The victims didn’t realize 
that the cash was missing un-
til after the thieves left.

her right eye, according to 
the police report. Then, he 
dragged her along the ground, 
injuring her leg. His accom-
plice threatened to beat her 
with a wooden cane. 
 The hooligans stole her 
iPod, cellphone, $30 and sev-
eral bank and credit cards. 

You again?!
 A would-be bank robber’s 
plans fell apart on Aug. 26 
when a teller in the Fulton 
Street bank recognized the 
scoundrel from a previous 
heist at the same branch. 
 The man passed a note to 
the worker that demanded 
$5,000, but fled to a wait-
ing gray livery cab without 
any money when his cover 
was blown in the Capital One 
location near the corner of 
Clinton Avenue at 1:50 pm.
 It’s at least the second at-
tempt at the new branch in a 
month.

Chain of terror
 A mugger snatched a gold 
chain from the neck of an el-
derly woman on Hall Street 
on Aug. 24.
 The villain sneaked be-
hind the 73-year-old victim 
at 6:30 pm between Myrtle 
and Willoughby avenues and 
ripped the jewelry away from 
her in one fell swoop. 

Hot pepper
 Police arrested a woman 
who scorched another woman 
with pepper spray on Tillary 
Street during an argument on 
Aug. 24. 
 The suspect, 26, caused 
“pain and discomfort,” ac-
cording to the police report, 
after she sprayed the 31-year-
old victim at 8:50 pm between 
Prince and Navy streets. Offi-
cers searching for the attacker 
found her nearby with the 
pepper spray on the ground 
five feet away from her.

An opening
 In at least three separate 
crimes last week, crooks stole 
laptops that were left near ac-
cessible windows. 
 • On Aug. 24, a burglar cut 

away the screen in a Greene 
Avenue apartment and took 
the computer left in plain 
view. The victim, 31, said he 
was not in the home, which 
is near Adelphi Street, from 
6:15 pm to 9:05 pm.
 • On Aug. 25, a man who 
left his room on Adelphi 
Street from 9:30 pm to 10:15 
pm returned to find that a 
thief had opened the window 
and taken his Macbook lap-
top from the apartment be-
tween Park and Myrtle ave-
nues. 
 • On Aug. 27, a man woke 
up in the middle of the night to 
find a burglar in his Myrtle Av-
enue apartment taking his lap-
top. The man, 32, was roused 
at 3:50 am by the intruder who 
entered the residence between 
Vanderbilt and Clinton ave-
nues via a window adjacent 
to the fire escape. The thief 
threatened to kill the groggy 
victim if he moved. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg 

Tasti-denied!
 A crook tried to hold up a 
Bedford Avenue frozen-des-
sert shop on Aug. 24, but the 
store’s coolheaded manager 
scared him away.
 The perp — who was wear-
ing a Chicago Cubs cap during 
the attempted robbery — en-
tered the Tasti-D-Lite at around 
6:30 pm and passed a note to 
an employee, keeping his other 
hand under the waistband of 
his pants to simulate that he 
was carrying a firearm.
 “I have a gun, put the money 
in a bag,” the letter said.
 The worker told the crook 
she couldn’t open the register 
without the manager’s key, 
and she fetched her super-
visor. That  convinced the 
would-be robber to flee from 
the store — located between 
North Sixth and North Sev-
enth streets — without tak-
ing any property.
 This stick-up comes just a 
week after robbers targeted 
a nearby frozen yogurt eat-
ery and sandwich shop.

Milton mugging
 A pair of armed hood-
lums held up a Greenpoint 
man as he walked home from 
the train on Aug. 30.
 The muggers approached 
the victim at the corner of 
Milton and Franklin streets 
at around 6:30 am and one 
of them pulled out a black 
handgun.
 “Empty your pockets,” one 
of the robbers demanded.
 The victim forked over his 
camera and cellphone, and the 
thieves told him to run away 
or they would shoot him in 
the back.  

60 slugger
 Cops nabbed a 21-year-
old suspect of attacking a 
60-year-old with a bat on 
Withers Street on Aug. 23.
 The slugger struck the vic-
tim around 11:20 pm near the 
corner of Graham Avenue, 
hitting him “in neck and leg 
with an aluminum baseball 
bat, causing redness and 
swelling.”
 The victim was treated at 
Wyckoff Hospital.  

McCarren pinch
 Thieves were lurking 
around McCarren Park last 
week, snatching valuables 
from at least two goers of the 
Greenpoint green space. Here 
are the shocking details:
 • A thief heisted a jogger’s 
wallet while the victim ran 
laps at the McCarren Park 
track on Aug. 24.
 The crook grabbed the 
goods from the 36-year-old’s 
backpack, which was chained 
to his bicycle near the corner of 
Union and Driggs avenues.
 The thief snatched the wal-
let — which contained cash, 
debit cards, a credit card, and 
a driver’s license — between 
1:30 pm and 2 pm.
 • Cops locked up a 41-year-
old suspected of snatching a 
26-year-old woman’s purse 
on Aug. 25.
 The thief allegedly grabbed 
the bag, which was sitting on 
the ground near the corner 
of Driggs Avenue and Lo-
rimer Street, between 11:30 
am and noon. 

Got Gershed
 Thieves heisted a high-end 
road bike from its spot near 

Continued from page 4

BLOTTER…

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 With summer drawing to a close, 
the city will be providing it’s own 
sunny skies to drivers in Brooklyn 
Heights, Boerum Hill, Fort Greene 
and Clinton Hill — by temporar-
ily suspending alternate side park-
ing rules on Sept. 8 on a sliver of 
streets cutting through those neigh-
borhoods.

 The six-to-eight weeks of re-
lief from car-shuffling are part of 
a larger reform to reduce the amount 
of street sweeping that takes place 
in the communities. After new signs 
are installed in these parts of Com-
munity Board 2, alternate side park-
ing on most residential blocks will 
only be in effect once a week (down 
from twice weekly), and its duration 
will be reduced from three hours 

to an hour-and-a-half. 
 The anvil-shaped section where 
drivers will temporarily be able 
to park without having to worry 
about moving their cars is roughly 
bounded by Joralemon and Fulton 
streets to the north, Furman Street, 
to the west, portions of Atlantic Av-
enue, Wyckoff Street and St. Mark’s 
Place to the south, and Classon Av-
enue to the east. 

 Earlier this year, the Depart-
ment of Transportation suspended 
the rigmarole of jockeying vehicles 
in other parts of Brooklyn Heights, 
DUMBO, Vinegar Hill, Fort Greene, 
Downtown Brooklyn and Clinton 
Hill. The bad news is that parking 
holiday will end on Sept 14, when 
the new rules take effect. 
 In all, 2,000 new signs will be in-
stalled to reflect the reduced amount 
of street cleaning. 
 The changes, though pleasantly 

received, have caused some disor-
der.
 “We’re getting plenty of calls 
from people who can’t keep track 
of changes on a neighborhood ba-
sis,” said Rob Perris, district man-
ager of CB2, earlier this summer. 
“If we went block by block, they’d 
really be confused.”
  Park Slope, Carroll Gardens, 
Cobble Hill and Red Hook expe-
rienced a similar interlude of park-
ing freedom last year.  
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Launching August 7!

New York’s best 
election coverage
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ADVERTISING SALES

We are seeking motivated, highly 
effective advertising sales 

representatives for our group 
of 40+ weekly and 

monthly newspapers, 
annual magazines and 
specialty publications.

The position involves selling 
advertising, working closely with 

clients to achieve and exceed 
customers expectations, 

maintaining and developing a 
client base and seeking new 

business opportunities.

Excellent written & verbal communication skills

Car and valid driver’s license needed for some territories
Position pays salary plus commission, 401K, medical & expenses

CAREGIVERS 
WANTED! 

For job inquiries please call 
646-214-2085

Technicians
We are a New York City based  dealership looking for ex- 
perienced A, B and C technicians to work in the following  
franchises: Ford, Lincoln-Mercury, Mazda, Land Rover,  
Volvo and Jaguar. We offer top base salary plus incentive  
bonuses, excellent benefits package (full medical/ vision/  
dental), and a wonderful, clean, friendly working environ- 
ment.

Please fax your resume to
212-549-2288

Certifi ed Home Health 
Aides Wanted
WORK IS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY!!!!!

FUTURE CARE HEALTH SERVICES
1794 Coney Island Avenue (between Avenue N & O), Brooklyn, NY 11230 

718-787-0170 

IMMEDIATE HIRE IN 
ALL 5 BOROUGHS 
Bilingual, English, Russian, Spanish 
and Greek HHA’s wanted now.
TRAINING IS AVAILABLE 
Overtime pay $10.72/hr

Call Today to Get Started!

OPEN 
HOUSE

EVERY 
THURSDAY 
AT 9:00AM 

AT OUR 
OFFICE 

REFRESHMENTS 
GIVEN 

 For small busy office  
must be PC literate with  
good phone and interper- 
sonal skills

Brooklyn
Heights

Synagogue
131 Remsen St. · 718-522-2070

office@bhsbrooklyn.org
Affiliated with the Union of Reform Judaism

A warm, welcoming, and Jewishly 
diverse community, dedicated to 
life-long learning and to caring for 

the world and each other.
Please join us!

Shabbat evening service
every Friday at 6:30 pm

Torah study
every Saturday at 9:30 am

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Help Kids in Need

to the 

My car went 
to Heaven!

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

AUTOS WANTED

AUTOS

COMPUTER TROUBLE? My  
Computer Works your per- 
sonal Help Desk. Fast, safe  
and secure help 24/7. Sign  
up now. Get 6 months free  
back up. 888-286-1629.   

Magician & Comical Nerd

FAMILY
CLASSIFIED

Save Your Home or Business
Low, Low Fees

The Law Offices of Glenn S. Kessler
BANKRUPTCY ONLY BANKRUPTCY

32 Court St., Suite 704, Bklyn, NY
853 7th Ave. Suite 8D, New York, NY

In L.I., (516) 216-7409

www.debtfreenyc.com

COMPUTER REPAIR

917-769-7440

www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

COMMERCIAL SPACE
BROOKLYN

MEDICAL HELP WANTED

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588

NATIVE AMERICAN 
ARTS & CRAFTS

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

New York’s best 
election coverage

Updating daily!

To Place A
Classi�ed Ad

Call 
718-260-2588

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588

APARTMENT FOR RENT
BROOKLYN

APARTMENT FOR RENT
BROOKLYN

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ New York’s best election coverage
UPDATING DAILY!

Looking for New 

Customers?

Do You Need 

More Business?

We Can
Help!
Call 

718-260-2588

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588

Visit us on the web at
www.brooklynpaper.com



 

es
Call (718)The Brooklyn Classifieds

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

CARPET CLEANING

BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

SUMMER SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

SENIORS
25% Discount

Call: 718-893-4006

FLOOR
SANDING

ALSO
AVAILABLE

Cee Dee
PROFESSIONAL
CONTRACTORS

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER

  

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

Carpentry Plus

Denton Cleaning
What’s Your Time Worth?
Leave the cleaning to US!
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured & Bonded

917 796-9830
718 333-1181

917-529-6349

Plumbing, Electrical and Tile Work. 
Windows and Doors replacement. 
All types of finished carpentry.

Must be presented
at time of estimate

for a free estimate

CHRIS MULLINS

InsuredLicense #
904813

We Carry A Full Line of 
Do-It-Yourself 

Exterminating Supplies

$100 OFF Any Termite Treatment

Baby, it's cold

INSIDE!
IF YOUR HOUSE:

please call us today for a
Home Energy Assessment.

Foam Insulation Specialists

i

Best Prices Around!  Free Estimates • Lic. #1275894

We Specialize in Waterproofing. All Types of Roofing
Cement Work • Brick • Pressure Cleaning

Fully Insured • Residential/Commercial
No Job Too Big...No Job Too Small

 

We Stop 
Leaks!

FIVE STAR CARTING INC

718 349-7555

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

A39

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

Difficult Termite Problems
– Our Specialty

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

INC.
Have an electrical problem?
No job too big, no job too small!

Call me. Anthony Illiano
Licensed electrician

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Call Keith  (646) 423-7674

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

 

Keep Your 
Garden 

Blooming

Your Complete Gardener

Garden Design and 
Installation specializing
in bluestone

www.theartistgarden.com
1-646-644-7156
zanzibarblue@
hotmail.com

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured 

The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between

www.ejmovers.com
USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

HAIDER
Painting & Decorating

Interior & Exterior
For Low Prices & Quality Work

Call Anytime!
Sheetrock
Plastering
Taping
Tile Work
Paperhanging
Design
Carpentry

Free Estimates

718-437-2368
917-539-8168

 

BATHTUB REGLAZING

ESTATE
PURCHASES

Excellent References

Free Estimates

BENSON ROOFING
Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs

Rubberized Roof · SBS Cold Process · Shingle Roofs  
New Roofs · Gutters · Leaders · Skylights Roofing · 

Repair · Waterproofing · Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed · Fully Insured · Lic 115908
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506

QUALITY
REPLACEMENT

Fully licensed & Insured

Call 718-227-8787

SAVE
ENERGY

CUSTOM WINDOW
INSTALLATION

HOME IMPROVEMENT

New York’s best 
election coverage

Updating daily!

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

To Place A
Classi�ed Ad

Call 
718-260-2588

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588

Visit us on the web at
www.brooklynpaper.com

To Place A

Classi�ed Ad

Call 

718-260-2588

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
New York’s best election coverage
Updating 

daily!


