
quieting element of Park Slope 
nanny culture, according to the 
survey. The International Nanny 
Association’s most recent study 
says that nannies in families with 
one child in New York City make 
an average of $777 a week. In Park 
Slope, the average is $548 weekly 
 — and 86 percent aren’t getting 
benefits, the survey showed.
 The earth-shattering survey 
also revealed that:

its toll on nannies. Salaries are 
down from last year, and fewer 
nannies have gotten a raise. Last 
year, 55 percent got a raise; this 
year, just 33 percent did.

receive even partial health-care 
coverage.

mostly women who are doing the 
dirty work.
 “Out of the seven families I’ve 
worked for, only one ever dis-
cussed taxes with me,” said one 
veteran slope nanny. “Parents are 
so worried about the cost.”
 And taxes aren’t the only dis-
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ON TRACK: Bruce Ratner poses on the site of his future Barclays Center arena on 
the eve of the formal groundbreaking on March 11.
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Bruce breaks ground 
at Atlantic Yards site

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper
 Developer Bruce Ratner ap-
pears to be bringing in an all-
star team to Atlantic Yards — 
and we’re not talking about 
his Brooklyn-bound New Jer-
sey Nets.
 Legendary architect David 
Childs — the Skidmore, Ow-
ings and Merrill emeritus who 
was the lead designer of the so-
called Freedom Tower at the 
World Trade Center site — told 
The Brooklyn Paper that he met 
with Ratner earlier in the year 
to give the developer’s arena 
plans a “once over.”
 And beyond that, Ratner and 
Childs discussed having the es-
teemed designer work on the 
first of the 16 proposed resi-
dential buildings that form the 
bulk of the mega-project.
 “First, he brought me in to 
look at the arena design, which I 
think is very good now,” Childs 
said, referring to the current 
collaboration between Ellerbe 
Becket and SHoP Architects.
 “And then we talked about 
working together on the res-
idential buildings,” added 
Childs, who was celebrating 

he was fired by Ratner in a cost-
saving move.
 The redesign of the future 
home of the Brooklyn Nets, done 

the opening of his firm’s sig-
nature Brooklyn building, the 
38-story Toren tower on Flat-
bush Avenue.
 “Bruce wants to bring in dif-

‘CHILDS’ PLAY
Starchitect called to finish job

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper
  After seven years of ups and 
downs starts, Bruce Ratner was 
poised to break ground on his 
$1-billion Barclays Center on 
Thursday, a mega-project that 
will radically change 22 acres 
in the heart of Brooklyn.
 A deep bench of Atlantic 
Yards supporters were expected 
to attend the symbolic event, in-
cluding Gov. Paterson, Mayor 
Bloomberg, Borough President 
Markowitz, and rap mogul Jay-
Z, a part-owner of the Brook-

lyn-bound New Jersey Nets.
 Notably absent from the fes-
tivities is Mikhail Prokhorov, 
the Russian billionaire whose 
deal with Ratner last year to 
become the majority owner of 
the basketball team is credited 
with pumping in enough money 
to resurrect the project when it 
was still very much in doubt.
 The gathering of roughly 
500 invited guests and report-
ers was to be held in a tent on 
the sprawling project site, much 
of it an open railyard between 
Flatbush and Vanderbilt ave-

nues, and from Dean Street to 
Atlantic Avenue.
 Other adjacent land is be-
ing cleared after purchases by 
Ratner, the city and through the 
controversial use of the state’s 
eminent domain power — the 
subject of several lawsuits.
 The arena, designed by the 
firms SHoP Architects and 
Ellerbe Becket, will accom-
modate 19,000 fans, as well as 
104 luxury suites. It is slated 
to open during the 2011-2012 
NBA season.

Architect David Childs (inset), who 
was behind Flatbush Avenue’s Toren, 
has been contacted by Forest City 
Ratner to work on Atlantic Yards.

M
ic

ha
el

 W
ei

ns
te

in

ferent architects, 
good architects, 
to do each of the 
residential build-
ings,” Childs said. 
“That’s something 
I’d be very excited 
about. Talking to 
Bruce, it’s clear 
that he wants to 
do this right. He 
really does.”
 Childs added 
that he was com-
forted by his chat 
with Ratner, given 
that the developer 
has a torturous 
history with archi-
tects. Before hir-
ing Frank Gehry 
to design the At-
lantic Yards mini-
city, Ratner’s work 
in Brooklyn — 
such as the Atlan-
tic Terminal and 
Atlantic Center 
malls — was pe-
destrian at best.
 Gehry prom-
ised to change all 
that, but last year, 

See DIG on page 11

See CHILDS on page 11

By Claire Glass
for The Brooklyn Paper
 Moms and Dads in Park Slope 
are guilty of Nannygate.
 The political scandal from a 
decade ago — which famously 
snared pols for paying their do-
mestic help off the books — is 
rearing its head as a new survey 
revealed this week that 86 percent 
of all nannies in the famously lib-

eral neighborhood work in a black 
market.
 Only 14 percent of local par-
ents pay their nannies fully on the 
books, according to the survey 
of 806 families compiled by the 
Park Slope Parents Web site.
 The hand that rocks this cra-
dle is working illegally.
 And it’s no surprise — or even 
a cause for concern — among the 

NANNYGATE! Most nannies in Park Slope are off the 
books. And average salaries trail the city average.
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See NANNY on page 11

H is top aide allegedly beat up his girl-
friend. He’s been charged with ille-
gally taking free tickets to the World 

Series. He may have steered a state gambling 
contract to a bunch of crooks. And his cabi-
net members are bailing out like Puritans at 
a whore house.
 So what did Gov. Paterson do on Monday 
morning? He held a dog-and-pony show at 
Borough Hall, of course!
 OK, charitably speaking, the beleaguered gov-
ernor was on hand to oversee a “Town Hall” 
meeting on the state budget — but it’s not much 
of a “public” hearing when the only advance 

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper
 The City Planning Commis-
sion voted on Monday to ap-
prove the controversial Rose 
Plaza on the River, a mixed-
use, 800-unit apartment com-
plex along the Williamsburg wa-
terfront — a decision that bucks 
Borough President Markowitz’s 
rejection in January.
 The 7-5 vote was a rare close 
one, and suggests that the most-
contentious issue — the amount 
of below-market-rate housing — 
must be solved before the project 
gets its expected approval from the 
City Council later this spring.
 “The commission approved 
because [the project is] consis-
tent with zoning requirements 
of density, height and 20-per-
cent affordable housing,” said 
Howard Weiss, the attorney rep-

City Planning OKs Rose Plaza towers

Dog-and-pony show
Gov. Paterson comes to town to talk about the budget

The

See GOV on page 11

CIRCUS IN TOWN: Gov. Paterson held a Town Hall meeting on the state bud-
get at Borough Hall on Monday, but the media was a lot more interested in the 
event than the public.
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 Our beloved Police Blotter en-
tered the modern age this week 
with a new online feature that al-
lows you to search crimes in myr-
iad ways. It’s the greatest innova-
tion in crime reporting since the 
police scanner — and it’s only on 
BrooklynPaper.com.

resenting the would-be devel-
opers Abraham and Isack Rosen-
berg, whose riverfront property 
currently houses a lumber yard. 
“Even the opposition has no is-
sues with the project itself.”
 Well ... Community Board 
1 and Markowitz rejected the 

project in January, saying that 
they want 100 more below-mar-
ket-rate units than the 160 pro-
posed, as well as more three- 
and four-bedroom units in the 
complex.
 And on Tuesday, the coun-

This controversial project along the Williamsburg wa-
terfront moved a step closer to approval on Monday.

See ROSE on page 11

 POLICE BLOTTER

Study: Most Slope parents 
pay sitters off the books

NANNY 
STATES

for The Brooklyn Paper

 I moved here from Trinidad 
21 years ago. I’ve lived in Brook-
lyn the whole time. The family I 
work for now has one baby whom 
I watch full time, everyday.
 I don’t want to say what I 

make as a nanny, but it’s less 
and less. Everything is off the 
books. I’ve never talked about it 
with the family because I think 
it makes them uncomfortable. 
I try not to think about it. I got 
the job and it’s such a nice fam-

ily, so I know that they know 
they should pay. I don’t want 
to bring it up if they don’t.
 You know, with the econ-
omy how it is, I don’t want to 
be unemployed, so you have 
no choice and it’s really not 
worth talking about the taxes 
if it means being fired. 
 I’ve been doing this for a long 

One sitter speaks

See SPEAKS on page 11

By Andy Campbell
and Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper
 The city on Wednesday offi-
cially took over development of 
— and funding for  — Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, an agreement that 
supporters say “guarantees” that 
the waterfront development will 
indeed be completed.
 The takeover plan, offered in 
part by state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D-Brooklyn Heights), includes a 
commitment from the city to com-
plete construction of the $350-mil-
lion park, a long-delayed 1.7-mile 
strip of green from John Street in 
DUMBO to Atlantic Avenue in 
Cobble Hill built partially on the 

former Port Authority piers un-
der Brooklyn Heights.
 The resulting greenspace would 
not be an actual city park, but 
would be overseen by a new public 
authority to replace the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Development Corpo-
ration, a state development agency. 
As such, the most-controversial 
element of the waterfront devel-
opment — the requirement that its 
$16-million annual maintenance 
be self-financing — will remain, 
city officials said.
 Bloomberg told The Brook-
lyn Paper that a “money-mak-
ing venture,” housing or other-
wise, would still be built in the 

City takes control of Brooklyn Bridge Park from state

The first piece of Brooklyn Bridge Park — Pier 1 at the foot 
of Old Fulton Street — is done. Mayor Bloomberg says that 
the city will build the rest of the greenspace, though it will 
still be maintained with fees on activities within it.
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See PARK on page 11



2  AWP  March 12–March 18, 2010

O
v
e

r 
2

0
 R

e
s
ta

u
ra

n
ts

 |
 O

v
e

r 
12

 B
a

rs
 &

 N
ig

h
tc

lu
b

s
 |

 O
v
e

r 
2

0
 S

h
o

p
s

1-800-THE TROP | TROPICANA.NET

BRIGHTON & THE BOARDWALK, 
ATLANTIC CITY, NJ 08401
*Room valid Sunday-Thursday on select dates, now-March 31. 
Excludes holidays. Rates are based on availability and do not 
include 14% tax and $10 occupancy fee. Must be 21.  
Certain restrictions apply.

ROOMS 
STARTING AT

Call 1-800-345-8767 
to book your  
getaway today!

$59*
DINE

PARTY

SHOP

American Housewares
welcomes

Sid’s Hardware customers
Two fl oors of bed, bath, 
closet, kitchen, appliances, 
housewares, paint, outdoor, 
and hardware supplies!
Contractors & Corporate Accounts Welcome

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

(718) 243-0844 We Appreciate Your Business!
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS Featuring Home Delivery within Brooklyn

10%
OFF
ALL STORE 

MERCHANDISE 
WITH THIS AD

Image Salon & Spa has moved from 
Joralemon Street to Pineapple Walk
Come visit us in our new home!

Image Salon

WE’VE MOVED!

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper
 The federal government 
has widened its search for 
the culprits responsible for 
making the Gowanus Canal 
one of the most polluted spots 
in the nation.
 The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s Superfund 
program does not dole out 
cash for a clean-up, but raises 
it by cajoling, strong-arming 
— and, in some cases, suing 
— parties responsible for the 
initial pollution.
 From the outset, the 
agency identified many of 
the usual suspects as respon-
sible for the conditions in the 
so-called Lavender Lake — 
a list that includes Con Ed, 
National Grid, Chemtura, the 
U.S. Navy for some World 
War II-related uses and the 
City of New York.
 But at a public meeting 
at PS 58 on Smith Street on 
Thursday night, the feds men-
tioned another 20 poten-
tial polluters, a list that 
includes one of Ameri-
ca’s most-beloved food 
brands and one of the 
villains from the current 
economic malaise.
 The crowd of 500 
chuckled when Walter Mug-
dan, the regional director of 
the Superfund program, an-
nounced that Kraft Foods and 
Citigroup might be soaked to 
help pay for the $500-million, 
12-year clean-up.
 More obvious companies, 
such as BP, Chevron, Exx-
onMobil and Conoco were 
also on the second list.
 In all cases, the companies 
have received formal “infor-
mation request letters” that ask 
the recipient to provide de-
tailed information about past 
activities along the canal.
 “In all likelihood, some of 
the [companies under inves-
tigation] will be in that group 
[of responsible polluters],” 
said Mugdan.
 But the official — who was 
greeted with rousing applause 
by supporters of last week’s 
decision to designate the ca-
nal a Superfund site — has-
tened to add that these com-
panies had not yet been found 
responsible for any pollution, 
and that they were not likely 
“active polluters.”
 Instead, they are the le-
gal inheritors of companies 
that polluted the canal from 
as long ago as its glory days 
in the 1880s.

Companies tagged as Gowanus polluters

Cleaning the
Gowanus

Grid, which is the inheritor 
of the environmental disas-
ter left behind by Brook-
lyn Union Gas, a union of 
three companies that oper-
ated along the Gowanus from 
roughly 1860 to the 1950s, 
according to Mugdan. The 
companies would render coal 
into gas, then dump the use-
less by-product, “coal tar,” 
in the canal, which is now 
the dominant contaminant 
in the sediment.
 As they wait for the news 
of more polluters of the ca-
nal stretching from Butler 
Street to Gowanus Bay, lo-
cals can look forward to EPA 
scientists and sub-contrac-
tors conducting research in 
the area for the rest of this 
year in preparation for a pro-
posed plan to clean it up. 
 An EPA spokesman later 
added that the EPA’s search for 

polluters “never stops,” even as 
the clean-up gets underway.
 Here is the full list of the 
potentially responsible pol-
luters:

First batch:
Brink’s
Beazer East
Chemtura Corp.
Cibro Petroleum 
Products, Inc.
City of New York
Company Of New York, 
Inc.
Consolidated Edison
National Grid USA
Rapid American Corp.
U.S. Navy

Second batch:
AkzoNobel Polymer 
Chemicals
Algrun Metals & Minerals
Amerada Hess
Bayside Fuel Oil
BP America
Chevron
Citigroup
ConocoPhillips
E.I. Du Pont de Nemours 
and Co.
ExxonMobil
Fuqua Enterprises
Honeywell International
Kraft Foods
NL Industries
Patterson Energy Group
Rio Tinto Alcan
Seagrave Coatings
Unilever USA
United Capital
Universal Fixture

According to the feds, both Kraft Foods and Citi-
group may have had a role in making the Gowanus 
as craptastic as it presently is.
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 Mugdan added that some 
of the companies on the list 
— like Exxon and Chevron 
— are no strangers to Su-
perfund expenses. 
 “They have been involved 
in other Superfund sites,” he 
said. “They know the rou-
tine.”
 A spokeswoman for Kraft 

told The Brooklyn Paper that 
the EPA is seeking informa-
tion about a “New York Tar-
tar Company” facility that op-
erated along the canal in the 
early to mid-1900s. Citigroup 
did not get back to us.
 One company that is defi-
nitely on the hook is National 
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

718-596-0688
718-596-0677

  718-596-1532 
718-596-0664

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

FAMILY CAR SERVICE
- RADIO DISPATCH -
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

24 HOURS

718-596-1248

BOO278

ARE YOU  
AT YOUR 
WITS END?
Are you desperate, 
angry, sick, terrified, 
frustrated, disgusted?

ARE YOU  
IN CRISIS?

Help is available:
www.tekumarecovery.com
A unique and effective drug & alcohol  
recovery program in Israel.

Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

DENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

FRESH

Happy Passover

VISIT OUR EXPANDED

PASSOVER
SECTION

We have (or will get you)

everything you need for
your Seder Table.

“We’re not just Matzo”

Pick Quick Key Food
5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St.

* Plenty of Free Parking *

250 Cadman Plaza West
Brooklyn Heights

718-875-9124
info@congregationmountsinai.org
www.CongregationMountSinai.org

1 out of 6 boys and 1 out of 4 girls will be 
sexually abused before the age of 18!

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE
PREVENTION 

TRAINING PROGRAM
Sunday, March 14, 10 am–12:30 pm

Sponsored by Darkness to Light’s Stewards of 
Children and the New York Board of Rabbis

This program is for all concerned adults: 
Parents, Teachers, Clergy, Child Caregivers

You can make a difference!
Learn how to

PREVENT, RECOGNIZE and REACT 
RESPONSIBLY to CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

Rabbi Diana Manber, Authorized Facilitator

Donation: $18 per person
Space is limited. RSVP a must.

Congregation  
Mount Sinai

GREENPOINT PROSPECT HEIGHTS

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper
 Is Hollywood filming a remake of “Flipper” in the 
Newtown Creek?
 It certainly looks that way now that two dolphins 
have been sighted in and near the filthy waterway — a 
natural disaster that has grabbed the attention of local 
biologists, teachers and even the U.S. Coast Guard!
 The most-recent sighting was last Wednesday morn-
ing, when Harbor School teacher Ann Fraioli was tak-
ing her class on a tour of the toxic waterway.
 “We spotted a dorsal fin in the distance — sure enough, 
it was a dolphin making its way up the creek,” Fraioli 
said. “We tried to get him to turn around, but, alas, he 
was headed up the creek into the muck.”
 Any marine biologist worth her weight in oysters 
knows that a swim into a disgustingly polluted water-
way like this can be deadly — just think about poor 
“Sludgie” the whale, the Minke who died in the Gow-
anus Canal in 2007.
 That’s why the U.S. Coast Guard and Riverhead Foun-
dation biologists will monitor sightings closely to make 
sure the wildlife isn’t disoriented or distressed, said Riv-
erhead Foundation Executive Director Rob DiGiovanni. 
If there are signs that the dolphin — which we’ve ap-
propriately named “Slimey” (but respectfully!) — is 
confused or sickly, the foundation will consider a res-
cue mission, he added.
 “But we’re not too concerned at this point — from 
the pictures, it looks to be a common dolphin that’s not 
distressed,” DiGiovanni said. “It’s unusual to see it in 
Newtown Creek, but not odd. It’s a free-ranging ani-
mal, so it’s going to move around a lot.”
 The Coast Guard also got reports that another common 
dolphin was spotted on Tuesday in the East River — headed 
straight for Newtown Creek (and they say these are intel-
ligent animals!). Officials believe that this dolphin is not 
the same as the one that has been sighted in the creek.
 Despite a reputation for being social creatures, dolphins 
should not interact with humans. DiGiovanni warned 
people to stay at least 50 yards away, as dolphins can 
become stressed easily.
 People who spot large marine wildlife in the New-
town Creek, are urged to call the Riverhead Founda-
tion at (631) 369-9829.

Two dolphins spotted in 
filthy Newtown Creek

A dolphin showed up in the Newtown Creek this 
week, horrifying people who care about dolphins.
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper
 City officials have pledged 
— again — to improve con-
ditions for pedestrians at the 
terrifying intersection of 
Eastern Parkway and Wash-
ington Avenue, but some lo-
cals are saying that they’ve 
heard it all before.
 In February, 2009, the De-
partment of Transportation 
told residents that it would 
redesign the intersection to 
help pedestrians cross the 
dangerous main thorough-
fare of Prospect Heights.
 But that work never hap-
pened — and as a result, the 
area remained crash prone.
 Statistics compiled by 
Transportation Alternatives 
reveal that from 1995 to 2005, 
there were 27 pedestrian in-
juries, 13 bicyclists injured 
and one fatality at the sketchy 
stretch of pavement.
 In the last three years, the 
rate of accidents has dropped 
a bit, down to an average of 
less than two pedestrian in-
juries per year, according to 
the city — but locals insist 
there have been plenty more 
near-misses at the mortify-
ing intersection at the foot of 
the Brooklyn Museum, where 
four-lane Washington Ave-
nue smashes into the five-
lane Eastern Parkway speed-
way.
 The main problem is a lack 

City says it will fix this deadly intersection

of proper pedestrian signal at 
the intersection opposite the 
museum, locals say. But the 
confusing Eastern Parkway 
service road is also a prob-
lem.
 “It seems nonsensical there 
is not a ‘Walk-Don’t Walk’ 
sign there,” said Megan Dee, 
who crosses the intersection 
with her 8-year-old daugh-
ter when she is dropped off 
by the school bus at Classon 
Avenue. 
 “It’s very hard to gauge 
when its safe to cross for an 
adult — for a child it would 
be impossible.”
 To add to the confusion, 
there is a turn-off that al-
lows cars to turn onto the 

service road — originally 
designed for wagons. Olm-
sted and Vaux, the design-
ers of the parkway, couldn’t 
have imagined their road — 
which was meant for “plea-
sure-riding” in the much-
slower horse-and-buggy 
age — could have become 
so sketchy in the era of the 
speeding horseless car-
riage.
 “The service road makes 
it a really complicated inter-
section,” said Bay Brown, an-
other mortified mom. “Cars 
are so focused on the inter-
section they stop in the cross-
walk.”
 Brown has had hair-raising 
experiences crossing Wash-

ington Avenue with her kids 
on a daily basis. 
 “One time a driver didn’t 
see us because the car in front 
of him stopped in the cross-
walk,” Brown recalled. 
 “It suddenly drove up 
and almost hit me and my 
kids.”
 Rob Witherwax, the vice-
chair of Community Board 
8, said the harrowing inter-
section is not a new prob-
lem.
 “Petition-signing and se-
rious lobbying [to make the 
intersection safer] started in 
2000,” Witherwax said. “The 
entire thing has been stuck 
in inter-agency hell.”
 According to Witherwax, 
the city promised to start work 
in the fall of 2009. Now, “at 
the earliest, the work won’t 
begin until June, and then 
has an 18-month timeline to 
completion,” he said.
 A spokesman for the De-
partment of Transportation 
confirmed that a project 
would begin later this year. 
In the interim, the city would 
consider increased traffic en-
forcement and other measures 
to reduce roadway speeds.
 But Brown feels that strug-
gle to improve the hazardous 
intersection is not just a mat-
ter of city bureaucracy.  
 “If this were Park Slope, 
this would have been resolved 
years ago,” said Brown.

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper
 The Red Hook wine war 
rages on!
 Triciann and Jeff Botta re-
ceived unanimous approval 
from the State Liquor Author-

ity last Wednesday to open 
their specialty wine shop on 
Van Brunt Street — but sec-
onds after the approval was 
handed down, rival shop own-
ers Ron and Mary Kyle, own-
ers of the nearby Dry Dock, 

Liquor store owner delays rival’s license — again!

RED HOOK

stormed into the hearing and 
convinced the commissioners 
to reopen the case due to stun-
ning last-minute evidence.
 The evidence? A promo-
tional Web page set up by the 
Bottas that suggested that their 
wine shop might allow cus-
tomers to enjoy a glass of wine 
in the courtyard of their swank 
new store between Wolcott 
and Dikeman streets.
 The Bottas had been in-
structed at a previous hearing 
to remove such a suggestion, 
so, presented with shocking 
evidence that the couple had 
not done so, Chairman Den-
nis Rosen ordered them to 
return on March 31.
 “It’s very frustrating,” 
said Triciann Botta. “[The 
Kyles] just want to stop us 
from getting our license on 
whatever technicality they 
can. It’s very petty.”
 Mary Kyle would not com-
ment about the last-minute 
intervention, saying simply, 
“I only wish them the best 
of luck.”
 Evidence suggests the 
contrary. The Kyles ini-
tially contested the Bottas’ 
liquor license application on 
the grounds that there are al-
ready two wine vendors in the 
neighborhood — their own 
Dry Dock and Al’s, the “bul-

letproof” liquor store at the 
corner of Sullivan Street.
 When that failed, the Kyles 
brought up the issue of the 
erroneous Web site, which 
swayed the liquor authori-
ty’s commissioners, despite 
the disclaimer on the Bottas’ 
site that says, “State laws dic-
tate what we are allowed to 
do and [we] may change our 
mind on certain designs and 
ideas based on that.”
 Triciann Botta said that she  
thought the Web site in ques-
tion had been removed.
 The new development is 
the latest chapter in a bitter, 
month-long saga that has riv-
eted Red Hook with sordid 
tales of an existing wine store 
challenging a newcomer, a 
hint of jealousy over the fact 
that the Bottas’ store, Botta 
di Vino, was built by the Dis-
covery Channel and that most 
classic of backdrops: a neigh-
borhood in transition.
 For now, Al’s has not got-
ten involved in this show-
down, but such vino venom 
is certainly not beneath its 
owners.
 Indeed, when the Kyles 
first applied for their liquor 
license for Dry Dock last No-
vember, Felix Garcia, whose 
mother owns Al’s, contested 
the application.

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper
 Community Board 1 re-
jected the $1.2-billion rede-
velopment of the old Dom-
ino Sugar factory on Tuesday 
night.
 The 23-12 vote, which 
backed the board’s land-use 
committee rejection last 
week, is the second hurdle 
for the Community Preserva-
tion Corporation, which will 
need the support of Borough 
President Markowitz, the City 
Planning Commission and the 
City Council to build a multi-
ple-skyscraper project along 
the Williamsburg waterfront 

that is larger than the zoning 
currently allows.
 At the board meeting, CPC 
representatives continued their 
promise to price 30 percent 
of their 2,200 units at below-
market rates. That 30 percent 
is higher than the required 
20 percent set forth by the 
2005 Greenpoint/Williams-
burg waterfront rezoning, but 
CB1 members said that they 
wanted more from the devel-
opers — including a pledge to 
help create better transporta-
tion around the growing west-
ern edge of Williamsburg; a 
reduction in building density; 
and more open space.

 The developers, who 
bought the site just north of 
the Williamsburg Bridge in 
2004 after Domino shut down 
operations, said that many of 
the board’s questions have 
been answered already.
 But Susan Pollock, senior 
vice president of CPC, main-
tains that the 30-percent af-
fordability can not happen 
without the rezoning to allow 
for lucrative tall towers.
 “The density of this project 
is required in order to make 
the entire program work,” she 
told the board last month.
 She added that CPC is will-
ing to make changes to the 

Board thinks mega project towers are too high

WILLIAMSBURG

six-phase project if the system 
of housing and retail space in 
the first site — the refinery’s 
former parking lot on Kent 
Avenue between South Third 
and South Fourth streets — 
doesn’t work as planned.
 The community board re-
jection is merely advisory to 
Markowitz’s decision, which 
could come after his public 
hearing on Thursday. The 
borough president’s decision 
may simply be a suggestion, 
considering that the City Plan-
ning Commission just voted 
contrary to his rejection of the 
Rose Plaza complex, also on the 
Williamsburg waterfront.

The intersection of Washington Avenue and East-
ern Parkway is a mess, thanks to a lack of proper 
pedestrian signal, crosswalks that are routinely 
ignored, and too many drivers distracted by the 
beauty of the Brooklyn Museum.
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CELEBRATING 
26 YEARS OF FITNESS

Health & Fitness Center
348 Court Street (at Union Street)
(718) 935-0088
www.bodyelitegym.com

State-of-the-art strength 
and cardio equipment

Personal Training
Childcare

Join Now for $26
EFT- PLAN B corporate. Come in for details.
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Space Available
Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com

Affordable $20 – $25 psf rents.
Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants

 21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY

 13’ CEILINGS

 PLENTIFUL PARKING

 SOME WITH WATER VIEWS

 6’ WINDOWS

 GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

 FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

 PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE

DUMBO–come see what they see

Keep your home & 
business safe & secure!

185 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn Heights

BORO 
SECURITY 
SYSTEM

COMPUTER       DOCTOR
TM“The Doctor knows best”

Your local Brooklyn Heights & Cobble Hill 
computer repair specialist

 PCS LAPTOPS MACS

Visit our new shop at 185 Atlantic Avenue

(781) 883-5428
www.computerdoctor-ny.com

HOUSE 
CALLS!

We’ll come to your 
home or business

Over
20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Now is the Perfect Time to Purchase a Home!

Don’t Miss Out.  Federal Tax Credits  for Homebuyers Expire Soon!

$8,000     

$6,500

ACT NOW!
Contact an Emigrant Mortgage Consultant Today for More Details!

Phone: (212) 850-4848   Email: CommunityLending@Emigrant.com

March Is Mortgage Month At Emigrant

Did 
You   

 Know?

Visit www.Emigrant.com, 

*

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill
 The bike-riding bandit who 
preys on iPhone owners has 
struck again — this time in 
the heart of Fort Greene!
 Once believed to be a Park 
Slope phenomenon, the bicy-
cling thief stole a man’s iPhone 
out of his hand on March 7 just 
as he exited the G train near 
Washington and Lafayette av-
enues at around 6 pm.
 The thief rounded the cor-
ner and disappeared with the 
device.
Transit snatch
  A gang of five surrounded 
a 15-year-old victim on a sub-
way platform and ripped 
his chain off of his neck on 
March 3. 
 The victim told cops that 
he was waiting at the Lafay-
ette Avenue G-train station at 
around 3 pm when the trou-
blesome tribunal surrounded 
him, and one of the thugs 
grabbed the chain.
 The group then escaped.
Dinner dash
 A money-hungry thief 
stole a wallet and cellphone 
from a diner at Just Taste It 
on March 4. 
 The victim told police that 
he had finished dining at the 
restaurant, which is near the 
corner of Clinton Avenue and 
Fulton Street, at around 11 
pm when a man started a 
conversation with him on 
the sidewalk outside. Dur-
ing the conversation, the vic-
tim put his cellphone and wal-
let on a bench near the door 
and went back inside to get 
something he forgot. When 
he returned, the stranger and 
his belongings were gone. 
Gunslingers
 Six armed assailants 
waved guns and threw glass 
bottles at their victims on 
March 6. 
 Victims told cops that the 
vicious gang approached 
them on the corner of St. 
James Place and Fulton Street 
at around 2:45 am. When the 
victims tried to escape, one 
of the perps picked up a glass 
bottle and slung it, hitting one 
man in the back of the head. 
When he threw the bottle, the 
perp screamed, “Keep walk-
ing or we will beat you up 
and take your s—t!” 
 The victims followed di-
rections, but the violent vil-
lains pulled out guns. When 
one of the gunslingers yelled, 
“I’m going to shoot you,” the 
victims started to run toward 
Franklin Avenue to escape 
the predators.
 Officer James Christie 
later arrested four of the 
six assailants, cops said.
 — Claire Glass

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Potted plant
 A dope-smoking thug beat 
up a man heading to a Laun-
dromat near Fourth Avenue 
on March 7 — but the reign of 
hallucinogenic terror ended 
quickly, thanks to a fast-mov-
ing officer.
 The victim told police that 
he was on Seventh Street at 
around 6:40 pm when a man 
rushed over and cut him on 
the leg with a mini lockblade, 
causing a slice on the leg.
 The perp fled, but was 
collared within minutes by 
Officer David Mathura, who 
claimed he not only found the 
knife, but a bag of pot, too.
Car mania
 Car thieves are back in 
business in Park Slope, hit-
ting at least five vehicles last 
week. Here’s the bad news:

swiped off President Street 
on March 1. The victim said 
that he’d parked the car be-
tween Nevins and Third Av-
enue at around 8 am, but it 
was gone by 4 pm.

that had been parked on Car-
roll Street between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues at around 11:45 
pm on Feb. 28. The next day 
at noon, it was gone.

was swiped off Prospect Park 
West sometime between 9:30 
pm on Feb. 28 and 10 pm 
on March 1. The victim said 
that he’d parked the Century 
sedan between Second and 
Third streets.

a conga drum and a boom box 
out of a Jeep that had been 
parked in that quiet corridor 
of Flatbush Avenue near the 
zoo on March 6. The victim 
told cops that he’d left the 

-
vard and Grand Army Plaza 
at around 4:20 pm and re-
turned to it three hours later 
to find the glass smashed and 
the fun stuff missing.

car for just a half-hour in the 
office superstore’s parking lot 
on Fourth Avenue on March 
4, but returned to find his side 
door open and his cellphone 
and laptop missing. The vic-
tim said he was only in the 
store, which is at Third Street, 
between 8 and 8:30 am.
Bar grabs
 There were at least two 
purse-snatchings inside eat-
ing and drinking establish-
ments. Here are the details:

an employee who had been 
working the night shift at 
Sugarcane on Flatbush Av-
enue on March 3. Cops say 
that a surveillance camera 
showed the thief enter at 
around midnight and start 
rummaging through coats 
until he found the victim’s 
wallet. The 34-year-old em-
ployee at the restaurant at 
Sixth Avenue didn’t notice 
the crime — and his stolen 
Green Card — until 4 am.

bag off a chair at the Flat-
bush Avenue Dunkin Donuts 
on March 5. The victim told 
cops that she had been enjoy-
ing a baked good at around 4 
pm, but the nice taste in her 
mouth vanished at 5:30 pm, 
when she discovered that her 
purse, which contained credit 
cards and an iPod, had been 
swiped from the eatery, which 
at St. Marks Avenue.

Building baddie
 A thug stole a woman’s 
bag as she tried on clothes 
at a boutique on Fifth Ave-
nue on March 4.
 The victim told cops that 
she was in a dressing room in 
the shop, which is between 
11th and 12th streets, for 
just a few minutes at around 
8:30 pm.
 When she came out, her 
bag was gone — and with it 
her credit cards and transit 
worker identification..
 — Gersh Kuntzman

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

Busted
 A thief was caught trying 
to remove cash from the reg-
ister of the Victory Café on 
State Street on March 5.
 A cop said that he no-
ticed a smashed window be-

at around 10:30 pm, and in-
vestigated further to find a 
perp inside the café. Officer 
Sean Fielder later slapped the 
cuffs on the suspect, who had 
sliced his hand on the win-
dow he had busted.

Remsen robber
 Two crimes went down in 
the same building on Rem-
sen Street between Court and 
Clinton streets last week, 
and cops are investigating 
the possibility of a criminal 
operating solo.
 In the first case, a thief 
snatched an office worker’s 
purse on March 2 while she 
had stepped away from her 
desk. The victim, who works 

north.
-

tim gave chase to the corner of 
Clinton and Degraw streets, 

-
bato made the collar.

Bridge too far
 A pack of thieves set upon 
a man as he walked over the 
footbridge at Henry Street 
and Hamilton Avenue on 
March 3, pulling a knife 
and getting away with $40.
 Cops say that the victim was 
on the bridge at around 8:30 am 
when the thieves pounced.

Car bust
 A thief broke into a con-
struction worker’s van on 
Union Street on March 5, tak-
ing tools and lots of cash.
 The victim told cops that 
he had parked the truck be-
tween Court and Smith streets 
at around 11:30 am, but when 
he returned to the vehicle at 
3 pm, he discovered that a 
door had been breached, al-
lowing the thief access to a 
trunk-release latch that re-
vealed the true booty: floor-
ing tools, sanders, nail guns, 
a mitre saw and $3,500.
 — Thomas Tracy

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Firebombed!
 Gang members exacted 
their revenge by firebomb-
ing a 57th Street home on 
March 1.
 Officials said that three 
people threw Molotov cock-
tails — liquor bottles with 
makeshift fuses — into the 
home of an 18-year-old Latin 
King member. The bombs set 
off a small fire in the house, 
which is near Fort Hamilton 
Parkway.
 The 11:45 pm blaze was 
put out quickly and there were 
no injuries reported.
 Investigators say that the 
attack was payback because 
the member violated a gang 
rule.

Not fast enough
 A neighborhood woman 
nearly lost her cash during a 
confrontation on Fourth Av-
enue on March 7.
 Police said that the woman 
was holding a sum of money 
near 86th Street just before 11 
pm when a 22-year-old perp 
ran up and grabbed her hand in 
an attempt to get the money.
 The suspect fled the area 
empty-handed, but didn’t get 
far before he was arrested for 
attempted grand larceny.

— Thomas Tracy

his gun at the employee’s head 
and used his other hand to 
steal the cash and iPod.
 The gunman then moved to 
a cage where two doves were 
being kept as pets, shot them 
execution-style, and threat-
ened to kill the worker if he 
called police. The thief then 
fled, the blood of the inno-
cents on his hands.

Drunk burglary
 A villain took advantage 
of a drunken renter by steal-
ing his stuff while he slept in 
his Manhattan Avenue apart-
ment on March 1.
 The victim told police that 
he had fallen asleep at his 
home, which is between Nas-
sau and Driggs avenues, at 
around 7:30 pm after a long 
day of drinking. He woke up 
at 9 am to find that $40 had 
been stolen from his pants, 
and a number of other items 
were stolen from a locked 
drawer in his room.
 — Andy Campbell

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

AnnoyPhone
 A group of jerks attacked 
a man for his iPhone on S. 
Second Street on March 5.
 The guy was near Keap 
Street at about 2:30 pm when 
a man came up and asked for 
the phone. The victim said 
no, and was subsequently at-
tacked by a larger group of 
men who were hiding around 
the corner.
 Most members of the 
group punched and kicked 
him while one of the thugs 
cut his wrist with a knife and 
another grabbed the phone. 
He was taken to the hospi-
tal where he refused further 
investigation.
 — Andy Campbell

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Cell block
 A thief was arrested on 
March 5 after swiping a cell-
phone out of a woman’s hand 
on Strong Place.
 Cops say that the thief ap-
proached the 37-year-old vic-
tim from behind near Kane 
Street at around 1:50 pm, 
grabbed the phone and fled 

for Premier Health Care, told 
cops that she’d left her purse 
in her office chair at around 
2:30 pm.  and returned 20 
minutes later.
 The next day, a thief 
snatched another officer work-
er’s purse while she was in a 
meeting. This victim told cops 
that she went to her confab at 
around 2 pm and returned 30 
minutes later to find that her 
purse, iPod, cellphone, credit 
cards and $60 were gone.

Cell snatch
 A thief snatched a 13-year-
old’s cellphone in the Atlan-
tic-Pacific subway station on 
March 3.
 The frightened youngster 
told cops that he was exiting 
from the Manhattan-bound 
platform at Pacific Street at 
around 7 pm when a shady 
character followed him up the 
stairs to the mezzanine. There, 
the thief made his move and 
fled out of the station.

Car jacked
 A thug jacked a Chevro-
let from the corner of Henry 
and Pierrepont streets.
 The owner said that he last 
saw his beloved car at around 
11 am on Feb. 25. When he re-
turned five days later at around 
2 pm, the car was gone. 

Gym thief
 A gym rat stole a wallet 
from a locker at the New York 
Sports Club on Court Street 
on March 1. 
 The victim told cops that 
he had worked up a sweat at 
the gym between Remsen and 
Montague streets and returned 
to his locker at around 3:45 
pm, only to find his padlock 
removed and his wallet, con-
taining $20 and an assortment 
of credit cards, missing.
 — Stephen Brown

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Victim of dove
 A heartless crook held up 
a Manhattan Avenue store 
for $24 and an iPod — then 
shot two doves before leav-
ing on March 4.
 An employee of Sastreria 
De San Miguel Tailoring told 
police that the peace-hating 
villain entered the shop, at 
Green Street, at about 2 pm, 
locked the front door, pointed 
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 Williamsburg’s beloved beer garden, Ra-
degast Hall on N. Third Street, will be ex-
panding into an adjacent building around the 
corner on Berry Street — but the same good 

times will continue.
 “The whole idea 
is to be a beer-and 
sausage-place [like] 
the existing bar,” said 
Radegast owner Ivan 
Kohut, a Slovak native 
who moved to Brook-
lyn in 1996. “We’re still 

staying within this 1890s-style beer garden, 
where people meet, eat casual grilled meals 
and sip on large beers.”
 The need for a new location was clear. Un-
like the mantra during the Wall Street bailout 
— “too big to fail” — Kohut’s existing joint 
was too small to succeed.
 An average Saturday night sees 700 to 800 
drinkers — clearly a mandate to expand. 
 Radegast Hall [113 N. Third St. at Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 963-3973].

— Aaron Short

 Park Slope will finally getting a taste of the 
new retro-tavern trend once David Massoni’s 
Thistle Hill Tavern opens later this month at 
the corner of 15th Street and Seventh Avenue.
 “We want to make coming here feel like go-
ing to a tavern in Brooklyn 100 years ago,” said 
Massoni, a restaurant-
world veteran who’s 
picked up on a boom-
ing trend popularized 
by such throwback eat-
eries as Henry Public 
in Cobble Hill, Clover 
Club in Boerum Hill, 
and Rustik Tavern in 
Clinton Hill.
 Massoni wants his old-school bar and grill 
to be more than just wood and tin-ceiling deep; 
the food and drink will be locally grown and 
produced — just like in the good old days.
 Chef Rebecca Weitzman is dedicated to a 
locavore-inspired seasonal menu, including her 
house-made sausages and ingredients picked 
up at the local greenmarket. 
 “She lives and breathes by the local food 
movement,” Massoni said, touting his chef’s 
duck confit with warm spinach.
 Like the food, the feeling will be classic. 
Massoni’s team of workers has revamped the 
space wood floor to tin ceiling to conjure the 
feel of a Brooklyn tavern the way it ought to 
be. 
 Thistle Hill Tavern (441 Seventh Ave. at the 
corner of 15th Street). — Claire Glass

f it weren’t for comic acting talents of 
the Heights Players, the cross-dressing 
farce that is “Leading Ladies” would 

have been a real dog.
 Indeed, Ken Ludwig’s comedy about 
two Shakespearean actors who dress as 
women to gain money and love was al-
ready tired when it bowed in 2004 — 
a “Mrs. Doubtfire” retread that leaves 
little suspense to the action itself.
 That left the job of keeping the audi-
ence engaged to the actors — who had 
good direction from Ed Healy — when 
the show opened on Friday.
 After about 10 minutes of chuckling 
one-liners, the story truly kicks off on 
a train ride with the actors Leo Clark 
(Jere Williams) and Jack Gable (Steve 
Velardi), who learn about a dying wom-
an’s effort to re-connect with her long 
lost granddaughters, who will share $3 
million when she dies.
 To Clark and Gable’s advantage, they’re 
professional actors (the reference to Clark 
Gable is lost in the story, but is probably 
some comment on the play’s recurring 
theme of actors and their apparent quest 
to be fake). But alas, they must gather 
their old costumes from former shows 
and dress up to prove they are two of the 
granddaughters — one of whom is deaf 
and dumb — from the sticks.
 Still, the obvious plot twists and “an-
tics” that ensue are overshadowed by 
great acting — Williams and Velardi 
are quick, sharp with their timing and 
pitch, and mesh to create a nearly seam-
less machine of ongoing crack-ups.
 Most of the action takes place in the 
home of dying Florence (played by the 
sassy and youthful Sheila MacDougall) 
who is convinced she isn’t ill. She’s be-
ing taken care of by Doc (the funny uncle 

you sometimes wish 
never came to dinner, 
played by Michael 
Janove) her sweet 
granddaughter Meg 
Snider (a debut for 
Sarah Garza) and her 
older, straight-laced 

fiancé, the Rev. Duncan Woolery (Ray-
mond Wagner), who argue throughout over 
Snider’s love of actors and theater.
 Naturally, boring old Rev. Duncan 
is the only character who (rightly) sus-
pects Clark and Gable when they arrive, 
dressed in horrendously funny outfits 
depicting Cleopatra and a fairy. Natu-
rally, the cross-dressing Clark falls in 
love with Snider, while Gable goes gaga 
over Snider’s dim-witted friend Audrey 
(Aubrey Antonsen). This forces the men 
to move in and out of drag in a predict-
able series of near-misses.

 However tired the plot, the laughs keep 
coming in surprisingly quick succes-
sion. The Heights Players weren’t nec-
essarily born for their roles, but they’re 
great at stand-up comedy.
 Garza especially shined in her role 
as the unassuming third granddaugh-
ter. She lived through Meg with ele-
gance and poise, and provided many of 
the laughs (and the least opening-day 
flubs) that brought this cast together. 
 Indeed, if this show is worth see-
ing at all, it’s because of Healy and his 
troupe, not because of anything writer 
Ludwig brought to the table.
 “Leading Ladies” at the Heights Play-
ers [26 Willow Pl. between Joralemon 
and State streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 237-2752], runs through March 21. 
For info, visit www.heightsplayers.org.

Men in dresses equals laughs in two new plays

 The demise of respected eatery Bussaco in 
Park Slope appears to have been greatly ex-
aggerated after a dishy feud involving a chef 
who didn’t even last for two months!
 Our online edition reported on Mon-

day that the well-re-
viewed Scott-Carney-
owned eatery on Union 
Street was suffering af-
ter 1990s kitchen won-
dergirl Katy Sparks left 
after an eye-blink ten-
ure earlier this year.
 It’s not true, Car-
ney told us.

 “My business is being endangered with gos-
sip and lies,” Carney (pictured) said. “Our 
short-lived relationship with Katy Sparks went 
sour, and someone is exploiting your medium 
in a malicious manner to destroy my family’s 
business.”
 For her part, Sparks said she had no idea 
why Carney thinks that she’s the source of 
the anti-Bussaco item planted on the Web.
 “Our business relationship didn’t work 
out, but I really have not spoken to the press 
until now,” she said.
 Bottom line? Carney says that restau-
rant is not closing. “Yes, we did bounce 
two checks, but they were both repaid,” he 
added. For now, he’s just content to plug his 
new kitchen team: Andrew Smith, formerly 
of Lupa and del Posto, and Pamela Woods, 
from PizzaMoto. He promises a Mediter-
ranean-style menu with prices in line with 
“what the neighborhood is looking for.”
 Bussaco [833 Union St. between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues in Park Slope, (718) 857-
8828]. — Gersh Kuntzman

345 Court St. (at Union St.)
718-852-5015
Open Tues–Sun for lunch & dinner
Private party room
Free Valet Parking

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Risto!an"#  

Enjoy our

Raw
Bar

With specials, 4–7 pm
in our bar and café

$1 Oysters
$1 Little Neck Clams ~ $1 Shrimp Cocktail

Tris di bruschetta: $6
Tomato, olive tapenade and tru!e egg

Italian cheese platter: $8
Arancini siciliani: $5

Baby rice ball "lled with mozzarella and peas
Hand-picked organic Italian olives: $4

WEDNESDAYS
$1 BOTTLED BEER

THURSDAYS
$1 BLT BURGER SLIDERS

FRIDAYS
$1 BEEF KEBAB SKEWERS

SATURDAYS
$1 INFUSED VODKA COCKTAIL OR SHOT

SUNDAYS
$1 HOT RED WINE GROG

GOT A BUCK?
FROM MARCH 1ST TO 31ST

& Old Fulton, Brooklyn
Reservations 718-625-0300

Enoteca on Court
.

NEW MENU & FULL BAR

Open Tuesday–Sunday for Dinner, 
Saturday & Sunday for Lunch & Dinner

 (718)  243-1000

JOIN US FOR 

DINE IN BROOKLYN WEEK

Buy 1 get 1 free!

Restaurant & Lounge
66 Water Street in DUMBO

718-625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

THIS WEEK ON WATER STREET...

St. Patrick’s 
Day!

Corned Beef & Cabbage
Boiled Potatoes
Pint of Guinness

$1095

Plus... BEER specials
Sounds of bagpipes  

& fiddles
Continuous showings 

of Irish movies & sports 
events all day long

Wednesday, March 17
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ne of the most maddening aspects 
of the Oscars is that performers — 
already living their lives on a ped-

estal — actually exalt their peers even 
higher. 
 Rare is the touch of modesty in the 
face of excessive attention.
 But that admirable quality is on full dis-
play in the St. Ann’s Warehouse produc-
tion of “A Life in Three Acts,” a “This Is 
Your Life”–style retrospective accompa-
nied by excellent photos of one the most 
significant and successful drag queens 
of the pre-RuPaul era, Bette Bourne.
 Sure, Bourne may not be as famous as 
Sandra Bullock, but the former perform-
er’s life is certainly more compelling. 
 “A Life in Three Acts” offers a win-
dow into Bourne’s remarkable life, which 
took him from professional (male) actor, 
to activist in the Gay Liberation Front, to 
the leader of Bloolips, one of the more 
successful gay performance troupes of 
the 1970s and ’80s.
 Bourne, dressed not in full drag, but in 
a more restrained “Upper West Side drag,” 
as he puts it, shares the stage with Mark 
Ravenhill, the director of the show. It is 
Ravenhill’s lengthy interviews with the 
“gay icon” — a term Bourne uses with a 
smirk — which serve as the script. 

 In fact, both Ravenhill and Bourne actu-
ally have the scripts in their hands, but the 
show avoids feeling premeditated. Bourne, 
clearly a gifted actor, allows himself to 
become lost in his early — and amus-
ing — sexual experiences, as well as the 
grimmer moments, such as his encoun-
ters with an abusive father.
 Adding to the spontaneous atmosphere 
are Bourne’s occa-
sional song-and-dance 
numbers, which are 
given an extra charm 
because he is 70 years 
old. Watching him tap 
dance is like watching 
an old burlesque per-
former go through a routine — something 
about putting on a show puts a sparkle in 
even the oldest of eyes.
 But Bourne never becomes overly sen-
timental when remembering his youth — 
he avoids falling into the cliché of the gay 
teen filled with anguish about his iden-
tity. Instead, his first sexual experience 
results in a return visit a week later, and 
his romps with other teenage boys — as 
well as running from the cops when caught 
— were “great fun.”
 His memories of life in a gay commune 

St. Ann’s latest show uncovers 
the real Bette Bourne identity

Bette Bourne plays himself in the autobiographical “A Life in Three Acts.”
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The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension

Heights Players do their best to 
get guffaws from dull ‘Ladies’
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Messers Doubtfire: Jere Wil-
liams (in and out of drag) stars as a 
cross-dressing Shakespearean ac-
tor in the Heights Players’ “Lead-
ing Ladies.” 
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See LIFE on page 7
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FRI, MARCH 12
FILM, “A PLACE IN THE SUN”: As 

part of “That’s Montgomery Clift, 
Honey!” a tribute retrospective of 
the Hollywood leading man. $12. 2, 
4:30, 7 and 9:30 pm. BAM Rose Cin-
ema [30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4129], www.bam.org. 

ART, OPENING RECEPTIONS: Photo-
graphs and video by Andrew Garn 
and sculptures by Christy Rupp. 
6 pm. A.M. Richard Fine Art [328 
Berry St., 3rd Fl., 917) 570-1476], 
www.amrichardfineart.com. 

READING, SAM LIPSYTE: Author of 
“The Ask.” Free. 7 pm. BookCourt 
[163 Court St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875-3677], www.bookcourt.org. 

 With Mary 
G. & the Shamrock. 7–11 pm. Dan-
ish Athletic Club [735 65th St. be-
tween Seventh and Eight avenues in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 748-7844]. 

THEATER, “THE UNKNOWN WIL
LAMS”: Discover the plays you 
don’t know and find startling new 
ways to look at the plays you think 
you do know, as Target Margin The-
ater explores the less-known work 
of Tennessee Williams. $12. 7:30 pm 
and 9:30 pm. The Bushwick Starr 
(207 Starr St., #4, between Wyckoff 
and Irving avenues in Bushwick), 
www.thebushwickstarr.org. 

THEATER, “THE STORY”: Tracy Scott 
Wilson play about the shooting of 
a high profile white man in a black 
neighborhood. $6. 7:30 pm. New 
Workshop Theater at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Campus Rd. at Hillel 
Place in Flatbush, (718) 951-4500], 
depthome.brooklyn.cuny.edu/
theater. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: Shake-
speare’s comedy directed by Sam 
Mendes. $25–$95. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, INTERNATIONAL FILM 
NEW YORK MONOLOGUE SLAM: 
Actors compete against each other 
for industry judges. $20. 7:30 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, (718) 488-
1624], www.brooklyn.liu.edu/

996-4800]. 
MUSIC, DAN BLISS: Traditional blues, 

folk and swing tunes. $10 ($6 for 
children). 8 pm. Brooklyn Society 
for Ethical Culture [53 Prospect 
Park West at Second Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-2972], www.bsec.
org. 

MUSIC, SOULIVE: $12.50. 9 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963-3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com.

IMPROV COMEDY, “GENTRIFY 
 Weekly improv show 

with troupes Sidecar and M.A.D. 10 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth 
Ave. at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.brook-
lynlyceum.com. 

MUSIC, THE MOONLIGHTERS: Clas-
sic Hawaiian melodies. 10 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SAT, MARCH 13
OUTDOORS AND TOURS

TOUR, BROOKLYN BOTANIC GAR
DEN: 1 pm. Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [1000 Washington Ave., at East-
ern Parkway in Crown Heights, (718) 
623-7220], www.bbg.org. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE UNKNOWN WIL

LAMS”: 7:30 and 9:30 pm. See Fri-
day, March 12. 

THEATER, “LEADING LADIES”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, March 12. 

THEATER, “A LIFE IN THREE ACTS”: 
2 and 8 pm. See Friday, March 12. 

MUSIC, SOULIVE: 9 pm. See Friday, 
March 12. 

THEATER, “THE GARDEN PARTY”: 
Two bumbling gardeners try to a 
vacant lot into a flowering park. 
Free. 1 pm. Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s Central branch [Flatbush Av-
enue at Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

THEATER, “AS YOU LIKE IT”: Shake-
speare’s comedy, directed by Sam 
Mendes. $25-$95. 2 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org.

THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: See Fri-
day, March 12. 

THEATER, “THE STORY”: 2 pm. See 
Friday, March 12. 

THEATER, “ROBIN HOOD ONE FOR 
ALL”: See Friday, March 12. 

MUSIC, OPERA, “DON PASQUALE”: 
Donizetti’s comic classic, with a full 
orchestra. $5-$20. 3 pm. Regina 
Hall [1230 65th St. at 12th Avenue in 

and Mother Nature so he move up 
the genetic ladder in this combina-
tion of silent comedy, mythology 
and over the top violence. $12. Brick 
Theater [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 907-6189], www.bricktheater.
com. 

THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: Brave 
New World Repertory presents 
a new site-specific production of 
Arthur Miller’s classic. $18. Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-3195], www.theold-
stonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, BENEFIT CONCERT FOR 
RATIONAL ANIMALS: Rob Mosher 
and Petr Cancura perform at a 
fundraiser for the animal welfare 
group. $12. 8 pm. South Oxford 
Space [138 S. Oxford St. between 
Atlantic Avenue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene, (773) 484-8811]. 

THEATER, “ROBIN HOOD ONE FOR 
ALL”: A new take on the classic 
story by the Ryan Repertory Com-
pany. $12; students and seniors 
$10; all matinee performances $5 
for students 22 and younger. Harry 
Warren Theatre [2445 Bath Ave. at 
Bay 38th Street in Bath Beach, (718) 

KumbleTheater. 
MUSIC, TRADITIONAL FOLK SONGS 

FROM EASTERN EUROPE: Fea-
turing the Yale Women’s Slavic 
Chorus. Free. 7:30 pm. Congrega-
tion Mount Sinai [250 Cadman Plaza 
West in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875-9124]. 

THEATER, “LEADING LADIES”: Pre-
sented by The Heights Players. $15; 
$13 for seniors and children under 
13. 8 pm. Heights Players [26 Willow 
Pl. between Joralemon and State 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
237-2752], www.heightsplayers.org. 

THEATER, “A LIFE IN THREE ACTS”: 
Play about the life of Bette Bourne, 
a British gay rights activist. $30-
$55. 8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse [38 
Water St. at Dock Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 254-8779], www.stannsware-
house.org. 

COMEDY NIGHT: Hosted by Nick 
Turner (College Humor) and Jason 
Saenz (DC Comedy Festival). Free. 
8 pm. Coco66 [66 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Franklin and West streets 
in Greenpoint, (917) 807-6045], 
www.myspace.com/coco66. 

THEATER, “CRAVEN MONKEY”: A 
sex-obsessed monkey attempting 
to overcome his band, predators 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
March 12

Clift notes
Say what you will 
about today’s stars 
(and we say we want 
to sleep with George 
Clooney), but three 
generations ago, 
there was no one 
hotter or cooler than 
Mont gomery Clift. A 
contemporary of 
Brando and Jimmy 
Dean, Clift would’ve 
eclipsed all of them 
were it not for a dis-
figuring car accident 
and death at age 45 
(that’ll do it!). Any-
way, BAM’s doing 
the full retrospective 
treatment.

2, 4:30, 7 and 9:30 pm. 
“A Place in the Sun.” 
BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4129]. Tickets 
are $12.

SATURDAY
March 13

Chosen one
Some strange acci-
dent must have hap-
pened to blues prod-
igy Blind Boy Paxton, 
like getting hit by 
lightening while hold-
ing the whole Blue 
Note catalogue. Or 
maybe he’s just the 
past reincarnated 
again, like a Tibetan 
lama, because not 
only does Blind Boy 
seemingly know 
everything about the 
blues, but he’s still a 
kid (in blues terms, of 
course)! This 
show is a must.

Midnight. Blind 
Boy Paxton at 
Jalopy [315 
Columbia St. 
between Hamilton 
Avenue and 
Woodhull 
Street in 
Columbia 
Street 
Waterfront, 
(718) 395-
3214]. 
Tickets 
are $10.

SUNDAY
March 14

Dogs’ days
If you were too nor-
mal to attend the 
Westminster Kennel 
Club dog show at the 
Garden last month, 
here’s the dog show 
for you: The Brooklyn 
Lyceum will present a 
parade of mutts, a 
show that finally puts 
the purebreds out to 
pasture and gives real 
dogs their day. Judg-
ing will include such 
categories as “sloppi-
est kisser” and “dog 
that looks least like a 
dog.”

11 am-7 pm. Brooklyn 
Mutt show at the Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
between Union and 
President streets, (718) 
857-4816]. Saturday also. 
Tickets are $5. 

TUESDAY
March 16

Book love
Orgies are nice, but 
a literary orgy is 
even better, so book 
lovers will be flock-
ing to Word Book-
store’s third anniver-
sary celebration. The 
evening kicks off 
with booze guru 
Zane Lamprey (pic-
tured), host of the 
program “Three 
Sheets,” and follows 
with cheap beers 
until 8 pm.

6 pm. Word Bookstore 
third anniversary party at 
The Diamond [43 Franklin 
St. at Calyer Street in 
Green point, (718) 383-
0096], www.
wordbrooklyn.com.

WEDNESDAY
March 17

Guilt is 
passe
Finally, a chance to 
get drunk on St. Pat-
rick’s Day without the 
guilt. Tonight, join 
plenty of nerdy 
museum lovers at the 
second City Reliquary 
benefit in as many 
months. Without your 
intense drinking — 
and $20 contribution 
at the door — this 
great institution 
devoted to preserv-
ing little bits of New 
York history may be 
lost forever. So grab 
a drink and save a 
piece of terra cotta.

7 pm. City Reliquary bene-
fit at the Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in 
Williamsburg, (347) 529-
6696]. Tickets are $20.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

MON, MARCH 15

 
Monthly meeting. 6:30 pm. 
Community Board 1 office [435 
Graham Ave. between Frost and 
Richardson streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 389-0009]. 

 Monthly full 
board meeting. 7:15 pm. Nor-
wegian Christian Home [1250 67th 
St. in Dyker Heights, (718) 745-
6827]. 

TUES, MARCH 16
 

Monthly meeting. Baptist Temple 
[360 Schermerhorn St. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 875-6850]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7:30 pm. 62nd 
Precinct stationhouse [Bath Avenue 
at Bay 22nd Street in Bath Beach, 
(718) 236-2501]. 

THURS, MARCH 18

 Monthly meeting. 
On the agenda: A report about the 
city’s ParkSmart muni-meters. 6:30 
pm. New York Methodist Hospital 
[506 Sixth St. between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
643-3027], www.brooklyncb6.org. 

FRI, MARCH 19
 Peaceniks 

gather to protest endless war. 9 am. 
Office of Rep. Mike McMahon [8505 
Fourth Ave. in Bay Ridge, (917) 803-
5662], www.panys.org/BR.

CIVIC CALENDAR
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Grilled 
Chicken Sandwich

Char Grilled 

Marinated Chicken

French Fries

Spicy Bon 

Bon Wings

BEST CHICKEN 
IN PARK SLOPE!

Soft 
Serve 

Ice 
Cream

165 SEVENTH 
AVENUE 
(between Garfi eld Place 
& First Street)

718 832-3888
718 832-8880
FREE DELIVERY
(Minimum $10)
11am–10pm

www.chickadeechickgrill.com

NEW IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

GENERAL&COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Juvederm
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY

DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

FREE
Botox 

with purchase  
of Juvederm  
Facial Filler

Pianist: Asami Tamura
Friday March 12, 19, 26 & April 2 at 8:30 pm
For info about Luciano Lamonarca, visit www.lucianolamonarca.com
For reservations, call (718) 853-5015 or email mpolo@MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO RISTORANTE
345 Court Street (at Union Street) 718-852-5015

MARCO POLO
  Risto!an"#  

is pleased to present

An Evening of  
Italian Opera Arias  

and Neapolitan Songs
A series of concerts performed by the acclaimed Tenor Luciano Lamonarca

to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the great Tenor Beniamino Gigli

10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge
 View our menu at www.101nyc.com

RESTAURANT/BAR

We Deliver Lunch & Dinner!

Dermatology

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Botox Dysport
Restylane Juvederm
Radiesse Sculptra
Peels Microdermabrasion Facials
Surgery for torn earlobe & keloid
Laser hair removal, waxing
Lasers for scars, wrinkles, blemishes

Medical services for all skin conditions
Skin cancer screening

Javier Zelaya, MD
 Verna Broughton, PA

PARK SLOPE  
CHELSEA

medical insurances accepted for medical services

Oneida plays the Knitting Factory on March 19. 
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in 1970s London are strewn 
with stories of hard drug use 

and raids by cops — but the 
tone remains joyous. Bourne 
just isn’t that angry.
 But Bourne’s face turns 
grim when recalling the ter-
ror of the early days of the 
AIDS epidemic, recalling the 

deaths of 100 people he knew, 
as well as the pain caused by 
British queen-icon Quentin 
Crisp when he infamously 
said, “AIDS is a fad.” 
 The second act of the ret-
rospective — perhaps the 

Continued from page 5

titular “Three Acts” refers 
to Bourne’s gender-bend-
ing — focuses primar-
ily on Bourne’s work with 
Bloolips, as well as in other 
mainstream theater. 
 At one point, Bourne re-
calls how he took command 
of the stage when playing 
a nurse in “Hamlet” at the 
Globe Theater. After the au-
dience exploded in laugh-
ter at the first sound of his 
voice, he simply turned to 
them, rolled his eyes, and 
“got on with the play.”
 Despite such moments 
of acceptance, Bourne dis-
agrees that much progress 
has been made in terms of 
gay rights — “Any man here 
should put on lipstick and a 
dress and try walking down 
the street,” he says.
 But someone without 
even a passing interest in 
drag and the history of gay 
culture in London and New 
York should still consider 
checking out “Three Acts,” 
because by its conclusion, 
many will find themselves 
wishing that this drag-
queen/raconteur had more 
time to share a few more 
saucy tales.
 “A Life in Three Acts” at 
St. Ann’s Warehouse [38 
Water St. at Dock Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 254-8779] 
runs through March 28.

By the GO Brooklyn 
Eating Team
The Brooklyn Paper

entlemen, start your en-
trees.
 On Monday, more than 

200 restaurants from Greenpoint 
to Gravesend and from Red Hook 
to Bushwick will kick off the sev-
enth annual “Dine in Brooklyn” 
week, a 10-day festival of three-
course, (mostly) gourmet dinners 
for just $25. Lunches at participat-
ing restaurants are $20.10, which 
should be easy to remember.
 “The culinary epicenter of 
America is right here in Brooklyn,” 
said Borough President Markow-
itz, who delights in his annual role 
as the city’s maitre d’.
 But which restaurants are worth 
your time (and your dime)? The 
GO Brooklyn team fanned out 
across this great borough, sam-
pling dishes that will grace menus 
next week. Our guide is by no 
means comprehensive, so for in-
formation on Dine in Brooklyn, 
visit www.visitbrooklyn.org.

32 Withers St. between Lorimer 
Street and Union Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg. (718) 384-8831
 An institution in Williams-
burg since the early 1900s, this 
old-school Italian restaurant will 
be serving up mussels marinara 
as part of its Dine In Brooklyn 
menu. Covered with a bold tomato 
sauce and a generous amount of 
parsley, the mussels are fresh and 
flavorful. The meatballs are ex-

cellent, too.

46 Henry St. between Cranberry 
and Middagh streets in Brooklyn 
Heights. (718) 858-9605
 Opened in early January in the 
site that housed Le Petit Marche, 
Bread and Butter brings its South-
ern-fried goodness to Dine In 
Brooklyn. Sure, the Gray Lady 
from Manhattan recently panned 
the joint, but we had a more pleas-
ant experience, chomping on a 
delicious macaroni and cheese 
(we went the extra mile and or-
dered the high-end version — with 
truffles, porcini mushrooms and 
aged parmigiano), and followed 

it with the burger, cooked to per-
fection and featuring carmalized 
onions, bacon and cheddar cheese. 
Tell the New York Times to eat 
it (no, we’re talking about the 
burger!).

434 Seventh Ave. between 14th 
and 15th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 369-3144
 Less than a year in business, 
Fonda is already one of the most 
popular restaurants in Park Slope. 
And one of the best things on the 
menu (besides the Margaritas) 
will be featured next week: pork 
adobo. Our sampling revealed the 
myriad tastes embedded in this 

bowl of tender porcine goodness: 
there’s heat from the chiles, sweet-
ness from the chocolate and the 
savory quality that only pork can 
provide. The duck zarape — two 
corn tortillas filled with shred-
ded duck and a tangy tomato-ha-
banero sauce — made for a deli-
cious appetizer.

195 Dekalb Avenue at Carlton 

Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
855-9190
 This 10-year-old South Afri-
can stalwart is much loved for its 
quirky, otherworldly menu fea-
turing Indian- and African-in-
fluence South African food like 
samosas (called “samoosas” on 
this menu) and curries. But the 
standout dish are the sweet and 
vinegary baby back ribs, which 
fall off the bone in juicy morsels 

covered in a thick, fruity barbe-
cue sauce.

440 Bergen St. between Fifth 
and Flatbush avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-5925
 Owner Muguette Siem A Sjoe 
will put two outstanding main 
courses on her special menu: a 
barbecued short rib of beef that 
resembles an NFL football in girth, 
and a delightfully juicy salmon with 
a crisp skin. Sjoe’s five-year-old 
eatery just landed “Top Chef” star 
Mark Simmons, who is continu-
ing the restaurant’s success — and 
makes a nice molten chocolate cake 
(with sea salt and black pepper to 
cut the cliche).

652 Union St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 636-6311
 If the pork tacos can speak 
for the rest of the three-course 
meal you’ll be served at Palo 
Santo, you’re in for a wild ride 
of Latin American flavors. We 
finally found some pork that ac-
tually has some taste and kick 
to it, and the homemade guaca-

mole alone will send any avocado 
lover into a munching frenzy.

8201 Third Ave. at 82nd Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 833-6666
 Chef Anthony Rinaldi show off 
his food zeal best with his grilled 
tilapia and risotto dish. The tila-
pia — usually a flavorless fish 
— is given a sweet and salty zest 
with a smattering of sauces, all 
atop a creamy bed of cheesy ri-
sotto (with shrimp!), grilled as-
paragus and a beef ginger emul-
sion. Considering that this entree 
is $25 on a normal day, it’ll be a 
steal during Dine in Brooklyn.

263 Smith St. at Degraw Street in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 797-0707
 Jean-Jacques and Leslie Ber-
nat’s country French joint is a li-
lac-scented treat. This year, the 
Dine in Brooklyn menu will fea-
ture the couple’s oh-so-traditional 
onion soup (yes, it’s covered in 
a thick blanket of Gruyere) and 
salad cosi, a stack that features a 
marinated portobello mushroom, 
a thick slice of tomato, and a cap 
of goat cheese atop garlic toast.

It’s restaurant week in Brooklyn!

 Fran Sippel, owner of Downtown Atlan-
tic, shows Borough President Markowitz her pride and joy: 
cupcakes! 
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 Jacques Gauier shows off the awesome pork 
tacos at Palo Santo in Park Slope.
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 (Left) Leslie Bernat of Provence en Boite with the  mush-
room-goat cheese salad. Anthony Rinaldi of Pearl Room in 
Bay Ridge with his grilled tilapia, shrimp and risotto dish.
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By Melissa Murphy
for The Brooklyn Paper

’m a Murphy girl, so Irish soda bread 
was a staple growing up at my house. 
The bread is so yummy, it’s a shame 

we tend to make it only once a year. I 
developed this recipe to be so easy that 
there is just no excuse not to make it ev-
ery day!
 Of course, this bread is delicious with 
all kinds of boiled meat dinners, not just 
corned beef. 

 My favorite way to eat it is toasted, 
spread with butter and strawberry jam, 
served alongside a cup of hot tea.
 At Sweet Melissa’s, we make tons of 
loaves for all of our Irish customers, as 
well as those who are Irish for the day!
 Melissa Murphy is the chef/owner of 
Sweet Melissa Patisserie [175 Seventh 
Ave., between First and Second streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 502-9153; 276 Court St., 
between Butler and Douglass streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 855-3410]. Full menu at 
www.sweetmelissapatisserie.com.

Melissa’s soda bread recipe

Makes one three-pound loaf 
or two half-sized loaves 

 (optional)

 Preheat the oven to 350 
degrees. Line a baking sheet 
with parchment paper or alu-
minum foil.
 In a medium bowl, combine 
the raisins and currants. Pour 

boiling water over to cover and 
set aside to reconstitute.
 In the bowl of an electric 
mixer fitted with the pad-
dle attachment, combine the 
flour, baking powder, baking 
soda, sugar, salt, and cloves. 
Add the cold butter pieces 
and mix on low speed until 
the butter is the size of small 
peas. Add the caraway seeds 
and mix to blend.
 In a separate bowl, whisk 
together the egg and but-
termilk.
 Add the buttermilk mix-
ture to the flour mixture and 
mix on low speed until just 
combined. Scrape down the 
sides and the bottom of the 
bowl to combine thoroughly. 
Do not overmix.
 Drain the raisins and cur-
rants thoroughly. Add them 
to the dough and mix on low 

speed for 20 seconds.
 Turn the dough out onto 
a lightly floured work sur-
face. Knead the dough gen-
tly, until the ingredients are 
fully incorporated. Using a 
little flour if needed, form 
the dough into one large 
round or divide it in half to 
form two small rounds.
 Place the rounds on the 
prepared baking sheet. Us-
ing a sharp knife, cut an “X” 
into the top about one-and-
one-half inches deep. Bake 
for 20 minutes, reduce the 
oven temperature to 325 de-
grees, and bake for an ad-
ditional 20 minutes for the 
large loaf, or 10 minutes for 
the smaller loaves. The loaves 
will be golden, and a wooden 
skewer inserted into the cen-
ter will come out clean. Re-
move to a wire rack to cool.

 “Sweet” Melissa Murphy shows 
off her delectable Irish soda bread, one of which 
went home with our photographer.
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 The chicken-fried drought 
is over! Pies ’n’ Thighs — Wil-
liamsburg’s beloved Southern 
food and barbecue joint — re-
opened last Monday.
 It wasn’t the recession that 
denied us our biscuits and 
gravy for the last two years, 
but a bureaucratic scuffle with 
the Buildings Department that 
finally ended this week, pav-
ing the way for a new Pies 
’n’ Thighs on S. Fourth Street 
and Driggs Avenue, just a few 
blocks from where the restau-
rant got its start in a make-
shift kitchen behind the di-
vey Rock Star Bar. 
 Co-owner Erika Geld-
zahler said that while no one 
camped out, the restaurant 
was already buzzing when 
it opened its doors 8 am. 
 “New York had no good 
Southern food until Pies ’n’ 
Thighs,” said Atlanta-raised 
Williamsburg resident Jeremy 
Parker, 24. “Of course, I had 
to be here on opening day.”
 Geldzahler said regulars 
could expect all the classics, 
plus some new — and equally 

mind-blowing — items like 
shrimp and grits, brisket, and 
baked goods by co-owner 
Sarah Buck.
 But Geldzahler insists one 
of the best upgrades is the 
fridge.

 “In the first location, we 
were operating out of coke 
cooler,” she said.
 So far, so good. But when 
— make that if — the highly 
anticipated/massively de-
layed Fatty ’Cue opens a 

mere four blocks away, we’ll 
have a serious BBQ war on 
our hands. 
 Pies ’n’ Thighs [166 S. 
Fourth St. at Driggs Av-
enue (347) 529-6090].

— Kristen V. Brown
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1! lb LOBSTER 
prepared several 
different ways 

PLUS: Soup or 
salad, appetizer, 
and dessert

114 Bay Ridge Ave.
Brooklyn
(718) 833-8865
www.casapepe.com

168 W. Fourth St.
Manhattan
(212) 242-6480
www.tiopepenyc.com

1! 
prepared several 
different ways 

PLUS:
salad, appetizer, 
and dessert

Brooklyn
(718) 833-8865
www.casapepe.com

Manhattan
(212) 242-6480
www.tiopepenyc.com

$30 LOBSTER
CELEBRATION
$30 LOBSTER
CELEBRATION

Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coalit ion 
invites you to 

 
 
 

NATIONAL JURIED ART SHOW MARCH 13  �– 28  WEEKENDS 1-6PM 
BWAC.ORG     499 Van Brunt St,  Red Hook     718 596-2506 

 

Brooklyn Psychiatric Associates
 A 46-year-old portfolio manager and accom-
plished runner, noted the onset of lower back pain 
during a typical job. Over the next few days the pain 
worsened. A visit to an orthopedist revealed that he 
had a bulging disc with nerve root compression. He 
was referred to a physical therapist and given a pre-
scription for Vicodin.
 A 32-year-old guidance counselor underwent 
abdominal surgery to treat a ruptured appendix. To 
ease the recovery, complicated by severe pain, she 
at first received intravenous pain medicine and was 
discharged with a prescription for Percocet. 

as well as a notable improvement in their moods. As 
their pains returned, both patients found themselves 
needing higher doses of their to achieve the same ef-
fects. When the patients attempted to discontinue their 
medicines, they noted severe feelings of discomfort — 
which was relieved by taking more medicine. 
 Thus began a pattern of attempting to obtain 
more Percocet and Vicodin through repeated 
doctor visits, doctor shopping, having friends and 
family members obtain prescriptions for them and 
finding other methods for obtaining the medicines 
outside of medical channels.
 These two patients are typical of a hidden epi-
demic of opioid dependence which has migrated into 
the mainstream population over the last 10 years. Far 
from the stereotypical heroin abuser, the patients suf-
fering from dependence on Percocet (oxycodone) and 
Vicodin (hydrocodone) are often otherwise highly 
functioning, successful individuals. 
 In the last 10 years, the misuse of prescription 
painkillers has increased by 150 percent. Ameri-
cans, who comprise just five percent of the world’s 
population, consume 80 percent of pharmaceutical 
opiods and 99 percent of all oxycodone/hydro-
codone that is available globally. While these pain 
medications are an essential tool of the physician, 
the increase in use has resulted in an enormous in-
crease in opioid abuse and dependence.
 Opioid dependence is a brain disorder which cre-
ates an intense euphoria, one that eventually causes 
an individual to feel that the drug is necessary to sur-
vive. Attempts to stop taking these medications can 
lead to severe physical withdrawal symptoms and 
intense cravings.
 The stigma of addiction and the unpleasant sur-
roundings of a methadone clinic has led patients to 
hide their problem despite their desire to be free. 
Until 2003, patients seeking treatment for their nar-
cotic addiction could only be legally treated in a 
hospital or methadone clinic.
 With the advent of Buprenorphine in 2003, special-
ly trained physicians are able to treat patients depen-
dent on narcotic pain relievers in the privacy and com-
fort of their offices. The patient is treated no differently 
than any patient with an illness such as diabetes or 
hypertension. Each patient receives a complete medi-
cal evaluation and a regimen is tailored to the patient’s 
needs. The aim of treatment is to immediately enable 
a patient to cease his or her drug seeking behavior and 
remain opioid free. This treatment does not interfere 
with a patient’s work, social or family life.
 Brooklyn Psychiatric Associates [161 Atlantic 
Ave. between Clinton and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 237-2150].

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Dyker Heights, (718) 232-
3555], www.reginaopera.
org.

MUSIC, HAITI TRIBUTE: Fea-
turing Buyu Ambroise and 
The Blues in Red Band. 
Free. 6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638-5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, March 
12. 

MUSIC, SPOKEN WORD: 
Featuring Boo Boo Cousins 
and Blis. $10. 8 pm. Wil-
liamsburg Music Center 
[367 Bedford Ave. at South 
Fifth Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 384-1654], 
www.wmcjazz.org. 

THEATER, “CRAVEN MON
KEY”: See Friday, March 12. 

MUSIC, ODESSA 
PHILHARMONIC: Program 
includes symphonies by 
Schubert and Beethoven, 
as well as Saint Saens’ 
cello concerto featuring 
soloist William DeRosa. 
$25-$35. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. at 
Hillel Place in Flatbush, 
(718) 951-4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN FOLK 
FEST PREVIEW SHOW 
AND BENEFIT CON
CERT: Featuring music 
from Mamie Minch, Alex 
Battles and Banjorama, The 
Dust Busters and Blind Boy 
Paxton. $10. 9 pm. Jalopy 
[315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Colum-
bia Street Waterfront, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, ST PATRICK’S AN
NUAL UNREPENTANT 
FENIAN GATHERING: 
Featuring music from Gary 
Og, Declan McLaughlin 
and Seanchai & the Unity 
Squad. 9:30 pm. Rocky Sul-
livan’s [34 Van Dyke St. at 
Dwight Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 246-8050], www.

com. 
FILM, “THE FRENCH KISS

ERS”: Part of the BAMci-
nématek series Rendez-
Vous with French Cinema. 
$12. 5:30 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

ART OPENING, “LOVE BILLY 
SOLO SHOW”: First gal-
lery show of street mural-
ist and graffiti artist, Love 
Billy. Free. 6–9 pm. Work 
[65 Union St. at Van Brunt 
Street, (646) 460-5425]. 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 
SYNAGOGUE ANNUAL 
JUBILEE: Fundraiser 
dinner-dance and auction 
to benefit the shul. 7 pm. 
Steiner Studios [15 Wash-
ington Ave. in the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard in Clinton Hill, 
(718) 522-2070]. 

FILM, “ALMOST HOME”: 
Movie screening and dis-
cussion with the director 
and producer. Free. 7–10 
pm. Park Slope United 
Methodist Church [493 8th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (917) 846-5025]. 

SUN, MARCH 14
PERFORMANCE

THEATER, “THE UNKNOWN 
WILLAMS”: 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, March 12. 

THEATER, “LEADING LA
DIES”: 2 pm. See Friday, 
March 12. 

THEATER, “A LIFE IN THREE 
ACTS”: 4 pm. See Friday, 
March 12. 

MUSIC, OPERA, “DON 
PASQUALE”: 3 pm. See 
Saturday, March 13. 

THEATER, “THE STORY”: 2 
pm. See Friday, March 12. 

MUSIC, JAZZ IMPROV: Part 
of the “Jazz in the Cellar” 
series. $7 (adults), $5 
(kids). Queen of All Saints 
Roman Catholic Church 
[300 Vanderbilt Ave. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638-7625], 
www.qasrcc.org. 

THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: 
See Friday, March 12. 

MUSIC, THE DJANGO EX
PERIMENT: 9 pm. Barbes 
[376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
965-9177], www.barbes-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, ELIZABETH BUT
TERS AND ELI SMITH: $10. 
10:30 pm. Jalopy [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 9 am–5 

pm. See Saturday, March 13. 
BROOKLYN FLEA: 10 am–5 

pm. See Saturday, March 13. 
GREENMARKET AND 

MARKERS MARKET: 
Crafts and produce under 
the same roof. 10 am–5 
pm. Old American Can 
Factory (232 Third St. be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues in Gowanus), www.
communitymarkets.biz.

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 
Noon–8 pm. See Saturday, 
March 13. 

OTHER
BROOKLYN MUTT SHOW: 

See Saturday, March 13. 
TALK, IDENTIFYING SEXUAL 

ABUSE: Learn how to pre-
vent and react responsi-
bly to child sexual abuse. 
$18 (suggested). 10 am. 
Congregation Mount Sinai 
[150 Cadman Plaza West 
at Tillary Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 875-9124], 
congregationmountsinai.
org. 

FILM, “ALMOST HOME”: Film 
screening and discussion 
about caring for aging fam-
ily members. Free. 10 am. 
Union Temple of Brooklyn 
[17 Eastern Pkwy. between 
Plaza Street East and Un-
derhill Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-7300]. 

AUTHOR PANEL 

DISCUSSION: Female 
authors and illustrators 
discuss their work. Free. 11 
am. BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Dean and 
Pacific streets in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

TALK, “THE MUSE OF THE 
REVOLUTION”: Nancy 
Rubin Stuart discusses 
Mercy Otis Warren, the 
first female historian of the 
American Revolution. Free. 
1:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

BREAST CANCER BOWLING 
FUNDRAISER: Featuring 
Mrs. New York Plus Amer-
ica 2010 Vivian Salvano. 
$30. 2 pm. Maple Lanes 
[1570 60th St. at 16th Av-
enue in Bensonhurst, (718) 
236-2501]. 

DJ DANCE PARTY: You bring 
it, they spin it. Free. 6 pm. 
Rope [415 Myrtle Ave. be-
tween Vanderbilt and Clin-
ton avenues in Clinton Hill, 
(718) 522-2899], ropebar.
com/index.html. 

MON, MARCH 15

FORUM: Brooklyn Cham-
ber of Commerce presents, 
“Profit with Non-Profits: 
How Community Involve-
ment Boosts Your Bottom 
Line.” Free. 8:30–10 am. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 875-1000X127], 
www.ibrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, ”THE ON AND 
ON SHOW”: Free. 6–8 
pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar [481 
Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

THEATER, “MAKE YOUR 
OWN BENEFIT”: Falcon-
works Artists Group invites 
you to celebrate and raise 
money for future suc-
cesses. $100 (suggested). 
7 pm. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
395-3218], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

WILLIAMSBURG SPELLING 
BEE: Sign up begins at 7 
pm. The first 18 people get 
to play. Three strikes and 
you’re out. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.pet-
escandystore.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN VEGAN 
 Fea-

turing all bands en route 
to the Austin festival. $8. 
8 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529-6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

TUES, MARCH 16
FILM, “THE CRANES ARE 

FLYING”: A young couple 
in the blush of love on the 
eve World War II. Free. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

WORD BOOKSTORE THIRD 
ANNIVERSARY PARTY: $1 
off draft and bottled beer, 
6-8 pm. The Diamond [43 
Franklin St. at Calyer Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
0096], www.wordbrooklyn.
com. 

MUSIC, SLAVIC SOUL PARTY: 
Fiery Gypsy brass, soulful 
Balkan anthems, and hip-
grinding American funk. 
$10. 9 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

WED, MARCH 17
St. Patrick’s day

TALK, “GREENING COM
MERCIAL CORRIDORS”: 
Learn about sustainable 
business practices. free. 
8:30 am. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Business Library 
[280 Cadman Plaza West 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
368-6783], www.bedc.org. 

MUSIC, “LADIES SINGING 
THE BLUES”: Featuring 
Ghanniyyah Green and her 
Ensemble. $7. 10:15 am and 
12:15 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488-1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/KumbleTheater. 

TALK, “YOU AND YOUR 
AGING PARENT”: Free. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

THEMED CITY RELIQUARY 
BENEFIT: Performers in-
clude Cecilia Brauer, Brian 
Dewan, Drink Me, Fran-
kenpine, and Lucky Chops. 
$20. 7 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529-6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

DANCE, “LET’S CRACK 
SOME EGGS”: A story of a 
Caribbean man embrac-
ing childhood memories 
as a way to come to terms 
with the fracture of migra-
tion. $15 ($10 students and 
seniors ). 7:30 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Down-
town, (718) 488-1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
KumbleTheater. 

READING, BENJAMIN FELD
MAN: Explore the jazz 
age of the roaring 1920s 
with the author of “Call 
Me Daddy” at the monthly 
meeting of the Bay Ridge 
Historical Society. 7:30 pm. 
Shore Hill Houses (9000 
Shore Rd. at 91st Street in 
Bay Ridge). 

CELEBRATION: Featur-
ing music from Gary Og 
and Seanchai & the Unity 
Squad. 8 pm. Rocky Sul-
livan’s [34 Van Dyke St. at 
Dwight Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 246-8050], www.
rockysullivans.com. 

MUSIC, ROOTS AND 
RUCKUS: Weekly Ameri-
can folk showcase. $5. 9 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Av-
enue and Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, HEAD OVER HEELS: 
With special guest John 
Bennett. 9 pm. Bally 
Bunion [9501 Third Ave. at 
95th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 833-2801], www.
ballybunionbayridge.com. 

THURS, MARCH 18
THEATER, “PASSION COALI

TION”: Join Epic Theatre 
Ensemble to create an 
original theater piece. 
Free. 7 pm–10 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

TALK, “REDISCOVERING 
THE WORK THAT BUILT 
AMERICA”: Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 

OPERA, ”THE YELLOW 
WALLPAPER”: Presented 
by Conservatory of Music 
student Whitney George. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Col-
lege [2900 Bedford Ave. at 
Campus Road in Midwood, 
(718) 951-4500], www.
brooklyncenter.com. 

READING, HUMOR NIGHT: 
Hosted by Bob Powers, 
author of “Happy Cruelty 
Day,” and Jason Reich, 
former writer for “The Daily 
Show.” 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between South Elliott Place 
and South Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], abookstoreinbrook-
lyn.blogspot.com. 

MUSIC, “DIDO” AND “AE
NEAS & ACTEON”: As 
part of BAM’s Opera Fes-
tival. $28-$125. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Harvey Theater [651 
Fulton St. at Rockwell Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org.

DANCE, “LET’S CRACK 
SOME EGGS”: 7:30 pm. 

rockysullivans.com. 
MUSIC, BLIND BOY PAXTON: 

A banjo, guitar and harmon-
ica legend of roots music. 
$10. Midnight. Jalopy [315 
Columbia St. between Ham-
ilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR

KET: Brooklyn’s answer to 
Union Square. 9 am–4 pm. 
Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue 
in Park Slope, (212) 788-
7900], cenyc.org.  

BROOKLYN FLEA: Indoor 
crafts and antique market. 
Free. 10 am–5 pm. One 
Hanson Place (1 Hanson Pl. 
at Ashland Street in Fort 
Greene), www.brown-
stoner.com/brooklynflea. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 
Noon–8 pm. Artists and 
Fleas (129 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Bedford Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williamsburg), 
www.artistsandfleas.com. 

OTHER
ART, “WIDE OPEN”: First 

annual national juried art 
show. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(917) 655-2980], www.
bwac.org. 

BROOKLYN MUTT SHOW: 
Two-day event to honor 
and show off local mutts. 
Purebreds need not apply. 
$10 to enter, free to watch. 
Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-4816], www.brooklyn-
muttshow.com. 

FILM, “THE YOUNG LIONS”: 
As part of “That’s Mont-
gomery Clift, Honey!” a 
tribute retrospective of the 
Hollywood leading man. 
$12. 2, 8:30 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

READING, CARRIE RYAN: 
Author of “The Dead-
Tossed Waves.” Free. 3 
pm. Word [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383-0096], 
wordbrooklyn.wordpress.

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

It’s opera: Malatest (Andrew Cummings, left) offers 
Don Pasquale (Jorge Arcila) his sister’s hand in mar-
riage in Regina Opera’s “Don Pasquale.”
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Continued from page 6

 We journalists certainly aren’t 
slaves to fashion, and that’s why we 
like Karen Patwa — great minds 
think alike.
 The owner of Dangerous Mathe-
maticians just moved her custom de-
sign boutique from the Lower East 
Side of Manhattan to Atlantic Avenue 
because she was sick and tired of the 
absurd, lavish and expensive getups 
touted by Lady Gaga and the fash-
ion industry on that other island.
 “I hate what’s being called ‘fash-
ion’ — it’s not affordable and ev-
eryone’s trying to make their cloth-
ing look like it just came off the 
runway,” Patwa said. “I couldn’t 
find a simple black skirt that fit 

just right anywhere.”
 Unlike many other “design” bou-
tiques that simply tailor a pre-made 
suit or dress, Patwa sits down and 
turns a general idea into a one-of-a-
kind piece, every time (unless you 
choose from an assortment of fine 
clothing on the racks).
 The price is right — a completely 
custom suit can be as little as $700, 
or around $1,000 for a dress. Patwa’s 
creative touch allows the client to 
add a button here or a pocket there, 
or go all out for a wedding dress.
 So why Brooklyn?
 “Half my clients are from the 
borough, and it just made sense 
because this is what I call home,” 

Patwa said as she readied one of her 
clients for a photo shoot on Sun-
day. “I think many Brooklynites 
are like me and don’t want stuff in 
Manhattan that’s so ‘out there.’ ”
 While she does the old-school, 
straight-up suit and wedding dress, 
her cuts and fabrics are elegant, and 
she offers a wide array of custom-
ization.
 The shop’s Web site offers Dan-
gerous Mathematicians T-shirts and 
jewelry, too.
 Dangerous Mathematicians [394 
Atlantic Ave. between Hoyt and 
Bond streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 
855-8780]. Best to call first.

— Andy Campbell

Karen Patwa, owner of the custom boutique Dangerous 
Mathematicians on Atlantic Avenue, shows off one of her 
custom-made suits, modeled effectively by Noah Landow. 
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See Wednesday, March 17. 
READING, DAISY MARTI

NEZ: Author of “Daisy 
Martinez: Daisy Morning, 
Noon and Night: Bringing 
Your Family Together with 
Everyday Latin Dishes.” 
7:30 pm. Barnes and Noble 
Park Slope [267 Seventh 
Ave. at Sixth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832-9066].

READING, INDIE PRESS 
NIGHT: Featuring Vulgar 
Marsala, Two-Handed En-
gine, Emergency Press and 
MFG Imprint, and readings 
by Jesi Bender, Chad Faries 
and others. 7:30 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

LOOZA,” CURATED BY 
MICHELE MADIGAN 
SOMERVILLE: Part of 
the Brooklyn Reading 
Works series. 8 pm. Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3195], www.
theoldstonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: Featuring the works 
of Dvo ák and others. $35 
($30 seniors, $15 students). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

FRI, MARCH 19
THEATER, “THE UNKNOWN 

WILLAMS”: 7:30 and 9:30 
pm. See Friday, March 12. 

THEATER, “LEADING LA
DIES”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
March 12. 

THEATER, “A LIFE IN THREE 
ACTS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
March 12. 

ART, “LOVE BILLY SOLO 
SHOW”: Noon–6 pm. See 
Sunday, March 14. 

 Li-
brary benefit concert. Call 
for tickets. Call for time. 
Public School 32 [317 Hoyt 
St. between President and 
Union streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 330-9295]. 

DANCE, “LET’S CRACK 
SOME EGGS”: 7:30 pm. 
See Wednesday, March 17. 

COMEDY NIGHT: 8 pm. See 
Friday, March 12. 

THEATER, “ROBIN HOOD 
ONE FOR ALL”: See Friday, 
March 12. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: Selected pieces by 
Bach, Barbella, Beethoven 
and Munier. $35 ($30 
seniors, $15 students). 8 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN CHAM
BER MUSIC SOCIETY: 
Classical concert. $30 ($20 
students). 8 pm. Chapel of 
the First Unitarian Church 
[50 Monroe Pl. between 
Clark and Pierrepoint 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 858-0718], www.
brooklynchambermusic-
society.org. 

MUSIC, KATHLEEN PAYNE 
WITH CARA SCHWARZ: 
Sings in a wide range of 
genres, including pop, 
R&B, classical, musical 
theater, Latin, gospel and 
country. $10 ($6 kids). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 
West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org.

MUSIC, ONEIDA: $12. 9 
pm. Knitting Factory [361 
Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529-6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com.

MUSIC, THE UKULADIES: 
$10. 9:30 pm. Jalopy [315 
Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Colum-
bia Street Waterfront, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

IMPROV COMEDY, “GEN
TRIFY BROOKLYN!”: 10 
pm. See Friday, March 12. 

MUSIC, BILL CARNEY’S JUG 
ADDICTS: Raucous ap-
proach to its jug band, old 
time, tin pan alley, early 
jazz and blues repertoire. 
10 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SAT, MARCH 20
PERFORMANCE

THEATER, “THE UNKNOWN 
WILLAMS”: 7:30 and 9:30 
pm. See Friday, March 12. 

THEATER, “LEADING LA
DIES”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
March 12. 

THEATER, “A LIFE IN THREE 
ACTS”: 2 and 8 pm. See 
Friday, March 12.  

THEATER, “ROBIN HOOD 
ONE FOR ALL”: See Friday, 
March 12. 

MUSIC, “DIDO” AND “AE
NEAS & ACTEON”: 7:30 
pm. See Thursday, March 
18. 

DANCE, “LET’S CRACK 
SOME EGGS”: 7:30 pm. 
See Wednesday, March 17. 

THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: 
Presented by the Gallery 
Players. $18; $14 for seniors 
and children 12 and under. 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St., between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352-3101], gal-
leryplayers.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR

KET: 9 am–4 pm. See Sat-
urday, March 13. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: 10 am–5 
pm. See Saturday, March 13. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 
Noon–8 pm. See Saturday, 
March 13. 
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“Eyes and ears are 
much respected, 
but the butt has 

been neglected.”
 So says opening line of 
Artie Bennett’s astounding 
tour de force, “The Butt 
Book” — and, dare I say it, 
no truer words have been spo-
ken in the children’s book 
world since a younger Mo 
Willems issued his caution-
ary warning against allow-
ing a pigeon to drive a bus.
 Bennett’s new work is a 
singular tribute to every par-
ent’s least-favorite body part, 
the behind. No doubt, there 
are parents who will worry 
that Bennett’s endless rep-
etition of the word “butt” 
in all its myriad forms — 
tuchas, fanny, bottom, hei-
nie, rear — will encourage 
the youngsters to scream out 
“butt cheeks!” at inappropri-
ate moments.But that fear is 

By Thurston Dooley III

763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

!
 

March 29–April 6

 

March 13 & 20

Camping it up with Diaper Diva

By Louise Crawford

D iaper Diva has 
been stressing 
lately about where 

to send Ducky for summer 
camp. She just couldn’t de-
cide — and there are so many 
choices (and they’re all so 
expensive). 
 As is often the case, she 
called Smartmom to meet 
for coffee at Sweet Melissa 
(Dumb Editor note: That is 
not a cheap plug for  a fel-
low Brooklyn Paper colum-
nist !), where they have most 
of their “there’s something 
I need to discuss with you” 
conversations. 
 Smartmom could tell 
that Diaper Diva had done 
her homework. She knew 
about all the camps in the 
area. She’d been online, 
read the mailers, and gar-
nered a boatload of infor-
mation from other parents, 
who were stressing about the 
very same thing. 
 “Scone-loving Mom is 
sending her daughter to 
Beth Elohim,” she said. “And 
Flirty Dad is sending his son 
to Park Explorers,” Diaper 
Diva told Smartmom. 
 The Diva was reeling 
with stories about what all 
the other kids are doing this 
summer. Buddha knows, 
she wanted the same for 
her daughter. It would be 
downright cruel to deprive 
Ducky of all that fun.
 Would Ducky enjoy an 

arts camp? A drama camp? 
A traditional day camp with 
bug juice and lanyards? A 
daily trips camp? A tennis 
camp? A soccer camp? 
 The possibilities were 
limitless — but Diaper Di-
va’s budget is not. In these 
dark economic times, it’s not 
like money is growing on the 
trees in  Prospect Park .
 So Smartmom made a rad-
ical proposal: How about not 
sending Ducky to camp?
 Diaper Diva looked like 
she might fall over. She was 
uncharacteristically speech-
less. Her face went pale, and 
Smartmom thinks she saw 
her head spin around. Twice. 
The Diva looked at Smart-
mom like she had just pro-
posed sending Ducky to 
Fresh Kills landfill for the 
summer.
 “What about the sum-
mer she’s entitled to?” Di-
aper Diva sputtered. 
 Entitled to? 
 Since when does a 5-year-
old have to go to summer 
day camp? Sure, Diaper Diva 
and Smartmom went to day 
camps. But back in the 1960s 
and ’70s, you didn’t have to 
take out a second mortgage 
to afford it. And the truth is, 
they didn’t even like Hudson 
Day Camp and used to write 
musicals, yes musicals, which 
they performed for their par-
ents, about how much they 
hated that camp. 

 So who’s got the entitlement 
issues? Smartmom thinks it’s 
the parents. Truth is, it’s per-
fectly OK to not spend money 
you don’t have on some in-
flated sense of what summer 
has to be. The kids will sur-
vive. They really will. But 
will the parents?
 If she’s unemployed, Dia-

is working, their wonderful 
babysitter can take Ducky.
 There was an odd moment 
of truth between the sisters. 
Then Diaper Diva went in 
for the kill. 
 “What about you? You al-
ways sent Teen Spirit to day 
camp,” Diaper Diva asserted. 
Clearly, she was looking for 

a loophole in Smartmom’s 
idea.
 It was true. But they sent 
him to the inexpensive Park 
Explorers, which he loved, 
for years and years. The Oh 
So Feisty One hated day 
camp from the get-go. And 
that was that. 
 People complain that kids 
these days feel so entitled, 
but isn’t it the parents who 
set that up? Isn’t it the par-
ents who, in an effort to outdo 
their own childhoods, insist 
that their children have an 
action-packed life filled with 
24/7 activities that cost lots 
of money? 
 Diaper Diva thought about 
it. And then she thought some 
more. It was a radical idea. 

It was also, she realized, lib-
erating. 

There was no reason that 
she had to do exactly 
what all the other par-

ents are doing. Sure, it would 
be fun for Ducky to go to that 
camp in Staten Island (which 
costs upwards of $2,500), but 
maybe this just isn’t the sum-
mer to do it.
 And the kids will be just 
fine swimming at the Red 
Hook pool, touring around 
Central Park, visiting the Mu-
seum of Natural History.
 It’s the parents who feel 
deprived if they have to say 
no; that’s the toughest word 
in the English language — 
for the parents, not the kids, 
though.

per Diva might 
be around in 
July, and she 
and Ducky can 
do Camp Mom 
(as one friend of 
Smartmom calls 
it) and go to lo-
cal pools, zoos, 
museums and 
parks. If the Diva 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, MARCH 12
 Storytime with 

Emily. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

 Movie night. 
Moxie Spot (see venue info 
above). 

SAT, MARCH 13
 Story time for 

kids. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
South Elliott Place and 
South Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], abookstoreinbrook-
lyn.blogspot.com. 

 Jon Sampson. Fam-
ily concert with the founder 
of CoCreative Music. $10 
(maximum $30 per family). 
Plymouth Church [Orange 
Street between Henry and 
Hicks streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624-4743.], 
www.plymouthchurch.org. 

 “Theater by Kids 
for Kids.” Christ Church 
Bay Ridge After School 
[7301 Ridge Blvd. between 
Ridge Boulevard and Third 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745-3698]. 

 Pup-
pet show, “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes” and “The 
Snow Queen.” $8 (kids, 
$7). Puppetworks [338 
Sixth Ave., at Fourth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965-
3391], www.puppetworks.
org.

 Learn about shore 
ecology. Free. Salt Marsh 
Nature Center [3302 
Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421-2021]. 

 Gustafer Yel-
lowgold in concert. The 
Co-Op School [87 Irving 
Pl. between Fulton Street 
and Putnam Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (347) 
721-3408], www.thecoop-
school.com. 

 Science power 
hour. Learn about nature. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audu-
bon.

 Dye workshop. 
Learn about the powerful 
properties of natural plant 
inks. Free with $7.50 mu-
seum admission. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

SUN, MARCH 14
 Irish History. 

Explore the history of the 
Celts. Free. Fort Greene 
Park Visitor Center [Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722-3218], www.nyc.gov/
parks/rangers. 

 Pup-

pet show. $8 (kids, $7). 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth 
Ave., at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-
3391], www.puppetworks.
org. 

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, March 
13.

 “Sleeping Beauty.” 
With live and electronic 
music, dance, image 
projections, and exquisite 
lighting. $6. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. at Hillel 
Place in Flatbush, (718) 
951-4500]. 

 Writer Barbara 
Beery, author of “Pink 
Princess Cupcakes.” Free. 
Barnes and Noble Park 
Slope [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-9066]. 

 Environmental 
stories and activities. Free. 
Salt Marsh Nature Center 
[East 33rd Street and 
Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421-2021], www.nyc.
gov/parks/rangers. 

TUES, MARCH 16
 Singalong with 

Lloyd. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

WED, MARCH 17
 Storytime with Emily. 

See Friday, March 12.

THURS, MARCH 18
 Dance around with 

Nat. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Nintendo Wii sports 
night. Moxie Spot (see 
venue info above).

FRI, MARCH 19
 Storytime with 

Emily. See Friday, March 
12. 

 Movie night. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

SAT, MARCH 20
 Story time for 

kids. See Saturday, March 
13.

 Pup-
pet show, “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes” and “The 
Snow Queen.” See Satur-
day, March 13.

 Circus Tales. Free. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, March 
13.

 Dye workshop. 
See Saturday, March 13.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit

Kids can always get messy and have fun at the 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum.

just poppycock!
 Indeed, didn’t the ram-
blings of the wayward youth 
Bart Simpson once send the 
Puritans of public morals 
running to set up a bonfire 
into which to toss the “Eat 
my shorts”-spouting lad?
 In actuality, “The Butt 
Book” will actually help 
remove the word’s linger-
ing shock value. For start-
ers, Bennett plays it all for 
laughs, suggesting that we, 
not our keisters, are the ones 
with the butt problem be-
cause we are the ones who 
have “neglected” the be-

loved butt.
 Instead of 
celebrat ing 
the butt, we 
hide it, con-
demning it to 
a life of shame. 
But there is no 
shame in Bennett’s mind.
 “Butts can come in every 
size,” he writes. “Some will 
droop and others rise.”
 (Full disclosure: It is im-
portant for me to point out at 
this point in the story that I am 
not what the boorish would 
call “a butt man.” Though, in 
my younger day, I certainly 

would 
gaze affectionately 

at the well-shaped derriere, 
but I am an equal-opportu-
nity girl-watcher, resting my 
eyes on any and all body part 
that appeals.)
 By putting the butt in its 
proper context in the animal 
kingdom, Bennett reminds 
us all that having a butt is as 
natural as, well, using it.
 “Elephants have mighty 
ones, while hippos have 
untidy ones,” he writes. 
“Butts are vital body parts, 
important as our heads or 
hearts.”
 There’s just no avoiding 
it: We all have one.
 “Best in show or just plain 
mutt,” reads the page featur-
ing a circle of canine behinds, 
“every doggy has a butt.”
 Coupled with Mike Les-
ter’s fun drawings, Ben-
nett’s repetition of the var-
ious uses, shapes, tasks and 
accomplishments of the butt 
never get dull for the kids 
(of course not; Mommy 
or Daddy keeps saying, 
“Butt” whenever reading 
the book).
 And as Bennett points out, 
we need to honor the butt — 
or else.
 “Don’t undercut your butt, 
my friend,” he writes. “Your 
butt will thank you in … the 
end.”

LETTERS

ayor Bloomberg’s announce-
ment that the city will take 
over the construction of the un-

built portions of Brooklyn Bridge Park 
has changed very little for the Brook-
lynites who will use this supposedly 
public park.
 Certainly, anything that moves con-
struction of the waterfront develop-
ment’s open space — and wrests con-
trol from the big-business-dominated 
Empire State Development Corpora-
tion — must be seen as positive.
 But Mayor Bloomberg’s commitment 
of $55 million in construction funding 
— with more supposedly coming in the 
future — is paltry. And the “takeover” 
of the park is just a paper chase; in-
stead of the Brooklyn Bridge Park De-
velopment Corporation, which is one 
of our state’s myriad public “authori-
ties” that operate with little oversight, 
Mayor Bloomberg’s Brooklyn Bridge 
Park would also be overseen by a new 
public authority called “the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Operating Entity.”

near the park flip to residential use.
 But, for now, that financing scheme 
is still just a legislator’s proposal. The 
mayor has not embraced it.
 Instead, Bloomberg told a Brooklyn 
Paper reporter on Wednesday that for 
now, the plan still calls for housing and 
other revenue-producing entities inside 
the development rather than doing what 
we have long demanded: placing the 1.7-
mile strip of green under control of the 
city Parks Department, which maintains 
parks the old-fashioned way — through 
the city budget process, where every-
one from elected officials to watchdog 
groups to special interests get to fight 
it out.
 Devoid of that public process, what 
we will get at Brooklyn Bridge Park is 
what we have decried for years: a pub-
lic park that is not public at all, but an 
expensively landscaped front and back 
yard for the housing that will be built 
within it.

 Lipstick, meet pig.
 Most important, Bloomberg’s unwill-
ingness to abandon the park develop-
ment’s central flaw — that its annual 
maintenance budget must be financed 
through fees on commercial, residential, 
retail or dining operations inside the 
park’s footprint — shows that Brook-
lynites are still not getting what we have 
long dreamed about: a genuine park.
 Sen. Daniel Squadron has put forth 
a reasonable tweak of the park’s self-
financing scheme, namely, skimming 
off a bit of the newly hiked property 
taxes after non-residential buildings 
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To the editor,
 As the subject of your recent 
story on the raw milk club ( “Milk 
made — Ridge woman’s rogue 
group gets it straight from the 
cow,” March 5-12 ), I must object 
to your use of words that made 
it sound like I am some kind of 
drug runner.
 It sounds like you are being 
sarcastic or using these words 
as a joke, so excuse me if I’m 
used to straightforward journal-
ism that isn’t meant ironically.
 It is particularly important 
that people know that we pro-
tect the farmers who are honest 
and hardworking people. They 

are the ones taking a brave per-
sonal risk, not we as the con-
sumers. It doesn’t matter that 
they are doing nothing illegal. 
Farms have been investigated and 
shut down all too often because 
big companies have made false 
claims about customers getting 
sick from using the small farms’ 
raw milk products. It’s terrible 
that this happens, but unfortu-
nately it happens every day some-
where in this country.
 Grass-based farming is incred-
ibly important for the environ-
ment, the health of the animals, 
and the health of the people eating 
the products. This cannot be over-

emphasized. Everyone is stuck 
on the word “organic,” which is 
almost devoid of meaning in to-
day’s industrial food system. 
 We need to get back to small, 
local family farms that are biodi-
verse (i.e. growing many kinds of 
plant foods and animals) in or-
der to have any hope of restor-
ing environmental balance, soil 
health, economies of local com-
munities, and health of the people, 
and our children especially.
 Kids are really getting a bad 
deal in this system — they are 
living shorter, sicker lives than 
their parents, which is really sad. 
I see kids everywhere with so 

many health problems, it just 
takes my breath away.
 Local local local is so impor-
tant to me! Knowing the farmer 
and knowing the food comes from 
within a few hundred miles is 
incredibly important. I am not 
a fan of just ordering a lot of 
fancy foods from the Internet, 
like grass-fed beef from Mich-
igan, etc. That’s ridiculous. We 
should look for good sources of 
good local foods, even if it means 
we have to actually take a Satur-
day morning to go for the farm-
ers’ market.
 When I learned about how milk 
is produced, the conditions the 

animals are in, the hormones they 
receive, and also about how milk 
is a delicate living food (just like 
human milk) and highly dam-
aged nutritionally by pasteur-
ization and homogenization, I 
simply couldn’t continue using 
regular supermarket dairy.
 I really don’t appreciate be-
ing made to sound like I’m some 
kind of outlaw, and being referred 
to as Public Enemy Number 1. 
I am not Public Enemy 1, the 
government isn’t out to get me, 
it is not illegal to consume raw 
milk! This article is perpetuat-
ing the misconception that it is 
illegal to drink raw milk!

 That said, if you are just jok-
ing throughout the whole arti-
cle, then please pardon my an-
noyance.
 Hannah Springer, Bay Ridge 

To the editor,
 You ran a story on your oth-
erwise excellent Web site about a 
new tapas bar on Grand Street that 
referred to that part of the neigh-
borhood as “East Williamsburg” 
( “Our first-ever Williamsburg tapas 
smackdown!” online, Feb. 25 ).
 As someone who grew up in 
Williamsburg, I have had enough 

with “North” Williamsburg, 
“East” Williamsburg and even 
Greenpoint!
 The real “Williamsburg” is be-
tween Rutledge and Penn streets 
and south of Broadway to Bed-
ford Avenue.
 Please point this out to the faux 
Williamsburgers in the north and 
east. The south is where it’s at.
 If you had your way, you would 
create a “West Williamsburg,” 
too —  but that would put you 
in the river. Ron Kuntzman, 
 Williamsburg 
 (the “real” Williamsburg)
The writer has not lived in Wil-

liamsburg since the mid-1950s.

Even under mayoral control, 
Brooklyn Bridge ‘Park’ will 
be financed through fees on 
commercial, residential or 
retail operations. That’s not a 
real park.

Instead of 
celebrat ing 
the butt, we 
hide it, con-
demning it to 
a life of shame. 
But there is no 

would 
gaze affectionately 

at the well-shaped derriere, 

No ‘Butts’ about this book
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Join a company 
that cares
aboutyou!

Bilingual Spanish or Russian/English a +
BRONX, BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN & QUEENS 

$8.25/hr $10/hr for 4 hr shifts
$140/Day for Live-In Cases

Full Medical (Health, Dental, Vis, Life)

$100 Bonus (Sign-on or refer-a-friend,  Live-ins only)

Edison Home Health Care
146-06 Hillside Ave, Queens
Ph: 718-819-3131
946 McDonald Av, Bklyn  
Ph: 718-972-2929 

Speech Therapists/  
SEITS

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope�’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus  every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

Prime Shore Road harbor front, 
fully det English-type cottage, 

renovated 1 family brick. 
3 BR dup, 2.5 bths, fam rm off kit. 

Direct water views.
Full finished basement w/sep. ent.
New hdwd flrs thruout, side porch, 

new roof, upgraded
plumbing & electric, shared
drive & garage. $965,000. 

Rent w/option to buy $3,500.

My car went 
to Heaven!

Charity Established 1855

SPACE
RENTAL
Social or
Business 
Events
2,200 sq. ft.

Atlantic Avenue

AUTOS WANTED

MIS

HEALTH CARE  
SERVICES

Magician & Comical Nerd

FAMILY
CLASSIFIED

  or visit
www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

PERSONAL TRAINER

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

specializing in 
Aides, RNs, LPN’s
and all therapies

718.441.6802

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

NEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

FOLLOW US DAILY 
ON TWITTER

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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718-621-7000

New York State Approved

WWW.brooklyn-school.com

EDUCATION CENTER
FOR REAL ESTATE AND INSURANCE PROFESSIONALS

BEST COURSES FOR YOU
WITH A PERSONAL ATTENTION TO EACH STUDENT:

Brooklyn School of Real Estate

75-HR REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON COURSE
30-HR REAL ESTATE REMEDIAL SALESPERSON COURSE
45-HR REAL ESTATE BROKER COURSE
MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER COURSE
REAL ESTATE APPRAISAL COURSE
HOME INSPECTION COURSE

LICENSE RENEWAL
(CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS)

THE MOST POPULAR VIDEO COURSES - FLEXIBLE HOURS - NO EXAMS - BEST PRICE - ALL IN ONE RENEWAL

Attention Insurance 
Professionals 
Insurance License 
Renewal
JUST ONE DAY 
IN SCHOOL
BRIDGE COURSE 
FOR ALL 15 CREDITS

off

from the regular price

Discount Coupon 
for any courses 

from $150 and up
in Brooklyn 
School of 

Real Estate.
Offer Expires 
03/31/2010

Career TraininG     Education &

New Branch in Park Slope: 115 11th Street, #203

Main Offi ce: 157 Kings Highway, Brooklyn,NY

New York State Approved

WWW.brooklyn-school.com

EDUCATION CENTER
FOR REAL ESTATE AND INSURANCE PROFESSIONALS

BEST COURSES FOR YOU
WITH A PERSONAL ATTENTION TO EACH STUDENT:

Brooklyn School of Real Estate

75-HR REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON COURSE
30-HR REAL ESTATE REMEDIAL SALESPERSON COURSE
45-HR REAL ESTATE BROKER COURSE
MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER COURSE
REAL ESTATE APPRAISAL COURSE
HOME INSPECTION COURSE
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ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER
· From Conception to Completion

· Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules
· Construction Management - 

· Expediting Approvals & Permits  

· Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 
Martin della Paolera

ARCHITECT
65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423CARPENTRY PLUS

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured & Bonded

READY FOR SPRING?
Leave the Cleaning to Us!

DENTON CLEANING
917 796-9830
718 333-1181

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

WINTER SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

Celebrating 20 Years

FREE ESTIMATES InsuredLicense #
904813

One Call Does It All

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience
We build year round

Plan Ahead
(718) 284-8053

800-YES-4-DECK
Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.

DecksByBartNYC.com

No job too big, no job too small!

Licensed electrician

ELECTRICAL DIAGNOSIS
& REPAIR

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

You got ‘em, 
we get ‘em!

The
-TERMINATOR-TERMINATOR

Since 1969 Father & Son
Owned and Operated

Difficult Termite Problems
– Our Specialty

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

 

 
718-753-9741

Very Low Prices
Full Service Fast Deliveries

FIVE STAR CARTING INC.

718-349-7555

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

DoneRite Drywall
Bathrooms * Kitchens

* Flooring *
Electrical * Plumbing
All Work Guaranteed!

25% Off All Work

917-496-4100

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between
www.ejmovers.com

USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

AZEL OV

DOT#672337

Old Walls Saved

Excellent References

BENSON ROOFING
Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs

Rubberized Roof · SBS Cold Process · Shingle Roofs  
New Roofs · Gutters · Leaders · Skylights Roofing · 

Repair · Waterproofing · Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed · Fully Insured · Lic 115908

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels

553 Union St, Brooklyn, NY 11215
Careful & considerate

Workmanship since 1959

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Our Customers

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !
R E A D  F O R  S A V I N G S

A D V E R T I S E  F O R 
R E S U L T S

time. Out of the seven fam-
ilies I’ve worked for, only 
one ever discussed taxes 
with me. Parents are so 
worried about the cost.
 I know I should be getting 
paid more. Maybe it’s just 
the problems with the econ-
omy, but I know they try to 
make it seem like they can’t 
afford to pay me more and 
then the next thing I know 
I’m out of a job because 
they’re moving to a bigger 
house somewhere. That’s 
what happened with the 

last family I worked for. 
 These people I work for 
now are so nice. They’re 
both professionals and are 
very busy, you know. 
 I’m getting older and I 
know you have to get Social 
Security, but I don’t. That 
sort of thing, and health 
care, are a real problem. I 
worry, and I know I should 
have those benefits. People 
here are obviously making 
money. I don’t understand 
it. It’s not right.

— interviewed by 
Claire Glass

Continued from page 1

SPEAKS…

-
nies have written contracts 
with their employers.

between nannies who are on 
the books and those who are 
paid off the books ranges 
from 16 cents to $2.18.
 On the plus side, the sur-
vey also showed that the av-
erage full-time nanny gets 
nearly 20 vacation and hol-
iday days off — paid.
 But by far, the most-shock-
ing finding is that so many 
Park Slope parents are pull-
ing the Zoe Baird and choos-
ing to keep their nannies as 
undocumented workers.
 A whopping 77 percent 
of couples pay their nannies 
fully off the books and an-
other nine percent said they 
pay partly on the books.
 Of course, a majority have 
a perfectly reasonable ratio-
nale: Fifty-eight percent of 

off-the-book employers said 
that they believe their nannies 
prefer it this way. 
 The veteran nanny isn’t sure 
that it’s so simple; she’s afraid 
to broach the subject.
 “I don’t bring up taxes be-
cause they might fire me,” she 
said. “With the economy the 
way it is, I don’t want to be un-
employed.”
 Parent and former Park 
Slope Civic Council President 
Lydia Denworth was disap-
pointed when she heard that 
paying off the books has be-
come so common.
 “I wasn’t aware that the 
percentage was that high, but 
I certainly knew that some 
people weren’t paying on the 
books,” Denworth said. “It 
tells you how much it already 
costs. Things have gotten 
tighter for everyone.”
 It’s fine for the nannies, 
of course — as long as they 
never want to retire.

Continued from page 1

NANNY…

 Forest City Ratner execu-
tives say that the first residen-
tial building — whose design 
has not been announced — 
will begin construction next 

Continued from page 1

DIG...

solely by the Kansas City-based 
Ellerbe Becket, was reviled so 
loudly that Ratner brought in 
the Manhattan-based SHoP 
firm to repair the damage.
 The resulting arena is 
sometimes mocked as a 
“George Foreman grill,” but it 
also has many supporters.
 “It’s a good-looking de-
sign,” said Childs, who specif-
ically cited the building’s “in-
dustrial” outer membrane.
 Forest City Ratner Execu-

tive Vice President MaryAnne 
Gilmartin said that the devel-
oper and Childs talked about 
working together in some ca-
pacity at Atlantic Yards, but 
said it was “premature” to 
speculate on the identities 
of other Hall of Fame-qual-
ity draftsmen who might also 
be brought in to work on the 
first residential buildings.
 “This is about finding the 
right architects for the chal-
lenge,” she said. “There are 
many architects who could 

Continued from page 1

CHILDS…

warning anyone got was an e-
mail sent out by the governor’s 
office to the press and Pater-
son supporters on Friday af-
ternoon. (Even the MTA plas-
ters signs all over its stations for 
weeks before it holds a hear-
ing where its board members 
can ignore the public.)
 This was a papered crowd.
 But it didn’t matter, be-
cause no one showed up at 
Chez Marty to hear the gov-
ernor talk about his budget 
plans. The 25 media trucks 
— and blood-smelling Andrea 
Peyser! — were there to keep 
houding the governor about 
his resignation plans.
 The seppuku is still off, 
the governor said, dutifully. 
Too bad. A $9 billion, the 
current state budget cap 
needs a full-time governor 
and a legislature that isn’t 
held hostage to whether an-
other girlfriend abuser Hi-
ram Monserrate wins his seat 
back in Queens.
 Good luck to us all.
 After the hour-long “hear-
ing,” the governor had the 
nerve to spin his decision to 
remain in office, yet skip a 
re-election campaign, as a 
positive thing.
 “The main hindrance to 
negotiating with the legis-
lature is a governor that’s 
running for re-election,” 
Paterson said. There are 
other hindrances, though 

Continued from page 1
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spring, the first of what Rat-
ner says will be 16 skyscrap-
ers containing more than 
2,000 units of housing, a 
portion of them set aside 
at below-market rates.
 Opposition groups were 
planning a counter protest, 
with its epicenter at Fred-
dy’s Bar on Dean Street.

 Ratner’s official ground-
breaking is the symbolic deliv-
ery for a $5-billion project that 
has had a difficult birth.
 Opponents of the project 
sued repeatedly, challenging 
the state’s seizure of proper-
ties in the project’s footprint 
and a “cursory” environmen-
tal review that superseded 

the city’s normal process.
 Those suits were not suc-
cessful in having the proj-
ect thrown out in court  — in 
fact, a state Supreme Court 
judge ruled on Wednesday in 
favor of the Empire State De-
velopment Corporation, and 
against project opponents, 
in the final major case.

cilman for the district, Steve 
Levin (D-Williamsburg), re-
iterated his strong opposition 
to the project.
 “In an area that has suf-
fered many of the ills associ-
ated with gentrification, this 
development will only exac-
erbate, and not mitigate, the 
many pressures local fami-
lies face,” Levin said. “The 

applicant’s dedication of only 
20 percent of its units to af-
fordable housing is entirely 
insufficient.”
 Currently, the waterfront 
site — south of the Schaefer 
Landing complex and just out-
side the area that was rezoned 
for large towers, and 20 percent 
affordable housing, in 2005 — 
is zoned for manufacturing. If 
the site is rezoned, Rosenberg 

Continued from page 1
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park to keep the self-sus-
taining mandate in place.
 As part of the takeover 
plan, a panel of political ap-
pointees would search for al-
ternatives to raising the park’s 
maintenance budget without 
the current scheme: housing 
and other commercial oper-
ations inside the park.
 Hailing the takeover, 
Squadron said that chang-

ing the piers’ zoning from 
manufacturing to “parkland” 
would make it harder to build 
structures that are not laid out 
in the original park plan.
 Pier 1, at the foot of Old 
Fulton Street, is ostensibly 
done, but its opening has 
been repeatedly delayed  as 
this city-state deal was be-
ing hammered out. A por-
tion of Pier 6, at the foot 
of Atlantic Avenue, is ex-
pected to open this spring, 
though without its money-
making venture, a restau-
rant.

Continued from page 1
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— namely a governor who 
could be behind bars before 
the end of his term.
 One onlooker said she felt 
disillusioned with Albany — 

a common theme in a state 
where a majority of people 
are so embarrassed that they 
don’t want to identify them-
selves as natives of the Empire 

State, a new survey shows.
 “All the governors seem to 
try,” Evenly Valentine said. “But 
it never seems to work out.”
 And whose fault is that?

hopes to build a complex with 
three towers of 18, 24 and 29 
stories.
 Opponents object to the 
size of those towers. But 
the developer has said that 
those high-rises would have 
to grow taller still to under-
write the cost of providing 
more affordable units.
 Markowitz’s office would 
not discuss why the City Plan-
ning Commission voted in di-
rect opposition to the borough 
president, but a spokesman said 
that the Beep still wants more 
affordable housing and more 

large units for families.
 Weiss said Rosenberg and 
his team will continue study-
ing how they can add more be-
low-market-rate housing in the 
project before the City Coun-
cil vote. Either way, he’s not 
worried.
 “Rosenberg has done ev-
erything over the past six 
years to facilitate public 
amenities, open space and 
good design,” Weiss said. 
“City Planning approved the 
best project that the city has 
seen in years, and I expect the 
Council will do the same.

create a beautiful design, but 
this isn’t only about design. 
One has to add in the chal-
lenge of building a high-rise 
structure with union labor 
and an affordable housing 
component. Atlantic Yards 
is about cracking the code 
on this kind of challenge.”
 Gilmartin said she was 
gratified by Childs’s words, 

considering that he is chair-
man of the Municipal Art 
Society, a design watchdog 
group that has a faction that is 
opposed to Atlantic Yards.
 “David Childs is a man 
of stature who, speaking as 
an architect and a citizen, 
sees something positive and 
hopeful about the project,” 
Gilmartin added.
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