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HAPPY EASTER AND PASSOVER!
— From Our Family to Yours —

OPEN EASTER SUNDAY FROM 7 AM-9PM

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a hostel living environ-
ment!

City officials raided and cleared a 
six-story Williamsburg building that 
contained two allegedly illegal hostels 
and dozens of residential tenants on Fri-
day afternoon after an inspector found 
that the commercial building was not 
zoned for residential use.

Twenty hostel guests, mostly in their 
20s and early 30s, and other residents 
were told to gather their things and 
leave the building by this evening. The 
Red Cross arrived at the scene shortly 
after 2 pm to provide emergency ser-
vices including temporary housing for 
those with nowhere else to go.

“We were told we had a few hours 

City raids hotels, sends hipsters fl eeing in Billyburg

to get out,” said Adriana Lee, an em-
ployee at Loftstel, one of the two hos-
tels in the building. “Some people have 
been living here a couple of years.”

Two hostels, Loftstel and Zip112 
Hostel, separately managed 12 apart-
ments total, which could house up to 
16 people each with a capacity of 192 
people. Tenants, many of them inter-
national students and interns at local 
hospitals and the United Nations, paid 
upwards of $1,100 per month to live 
in the communal setting.

According to city officials, in addi-

tion to not having the proper permits, 
the building did not have a fire escape, 
sprinkler system or a secondary exit 
in case an emergency arises.

The owner of the building, Soon-
bin Kim, did not return calls for com-
ment. 

While the residents of Loftstel was 
evicted, guests at Zip112 were allowed 
to return to their rooms.

According to Zip112 President Young 
Yang, the city inspector was prepared 
to close the business, but after check-
ing out the unit and noticing the second 
exit, the inspector permitted the com-
pany and its 10 tenants to stay.

Yang insisted that ZIP112 is a le-
gally registered company and said that 
the building’s owner has been work-

CNG’s 
exclusive 
focus on 
seniors:
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Adriana Lee, an employee at a 
hostel on N. Sixth Street in Wil-
liamsburg, with her possessions 
after the city vacated her building.
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By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

There’s no denying that the 
smartest, most-talented and most-
beautiful women in the state are 
Brooklynites — and this year, 
Mallory Hagan is the queen of 
the crop.

The 21-year-old Alabama native 
is the newest Miss Brooklyn after 
tap dancing and two-piece bikini-
ing her way into the judges’ hearts 
at the March 28 competition.

She defeated nine contestants, 
running on a “platform” of self-iden-
tity and positive body image.

Hagan, after all, wants to work 
with the Dove Campaign for Real 
Beauty, a self-esteem-promoting 
operation.

“As Miss Brooklyn, I want to 
leave a legacy for this organization 
rather than myself,” Hagan said. “If 
I can convince one girl to be con-
fident enough to be interested in 
competing … my legacy will be 
my investment.”

The Bedford-Stuyvesant renter 
has some big shoes to fill, as her pre-
decessor Keelie Sheridan of Sheep-
shead Bay readies herself for the 

Miss Brooklyn has broad appeal

Mallory Hagan won the Miss Brooklyn pageant on Sunday. 
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SWAN DOWN!
Bird is just latest casualty in Park horror
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

John Boy Walton, one of the ce-
lebrity swans of Prospect Park, has 
died — setting off a furious battle 
over whether it was murder … or 
something even 
worse!

An animal in-
vestigator says 
it was a classic 
case of swan-
on-swan vio-
lence — but wa-
terfowl lovers who visit the park’s 
lake every day say that John Boy 
was poisoned by a toxic ecosystem, 
the result of two weeks of mysteri-
ous macabre happenings along the 
lakefront.

“This poor creature was poisoned; 
it was not beaten by another swan Despite the efforts of Animal Control, John Boy Walton the swan 

is dead — but was it poison or murder?

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

Maybe Coney Island really will 
be the “greatest show on earth” this 
summer.

On the heels of the city’s announce-
ment that a major new amusement park 
would operate from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day, the Ringling Bros. and Bar-
num & Bailey Circus is poised to un-
veil an entirely new (or, at least, newly 
named) show that will run from June 
through Labor Day.

“The show is called, ‘Illuscination,’ 
and it will be thrilling,” said Dick Zi-
gun, founder of Coney Island USA, 
which runs the sideshow and the Mer-
maid Parade.

Zigun is not affiliated with Ring-
ling Brothers — but he knows a good 
thing when he ballyhoos one.

“We’re letting people know that Co-
ney Island has in fact not shut down,” 
he said.

Officials from Ringling Brothers, 
whose “Boom-A-Ring” big top was one 

of the few bright spots in a dismal sum-
mer last year, wouldn’t comment on the 
return until all the paperwork is com-
pleted. But the company’s Web site de-
scribes the “Illuscination” show as a 
“fantasy-filled world … with eye-pop-
ping illusions, mind-blowing transfor-
mations,” and of course, acrobats, ex-
otic animals and clowns galore.

The deal to bring back the circus al-
most didn’t happen, according to Zi-
gun. The circus wanted to rise on the 
same West 21st Street lot that it occu-

pied last year, but landowner Joe Sitt 
has filled the land with school bus-
ses. Thankfully, Zigun said, the city 
agreed to take the buses on a West 29th 
Street lot.

The show will join the  all-new Luna 
Park  — an amusement park run by Ital-
ian-based ride manufacturer Zamperla 
— as one of the main attractions at Co-
ney Island this summer.

“With these two major entertainers, 
Coney Island will really be the greatest 
show on earth,” Zigun said.
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Ringling Brothers will be back in Coney this summer.

The Brooklyn Paper’s award-win-
ning Web site was showered with 
yet another honor last week, as the 
New York Press Association named 
it the “Best Newspaper Web Site” 
in the state.

“BrooklynPaper.com is an out-
standing local media Web site,” the 
judges of the statewide contest said. 

“With great restaurant reviews, savvy 
recommendations on stuff to do and 
an ever-quirky police blotter, the site 
offers a steady stream of highly local, 
highly useful information.”

The Brooklyn Paper also won sec-
ond place for its editorials, with the 
judges praising them as “pithy, tightly 
written with strong opinions.”

It’s not the first time that The 
Brooklyn Paper’s Webmaster Syl-
van Migdal has earned national rec-
ognition.  Last year , the Suburban 
Newspapers of America named us 
the “Best Local Community Web 
Site” in the nation.

 And in 2008 , the Independent Free 
Papers of America did, too.

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

First Lady Michelle Obama 
and the First Kids downed three 
pies at DUMBO’s legendary 
Grimaldi’s Pizzeria on March 
24 — and said it was better than 
Chicago-style pizza!

Even the family’s jaded 
waiter was impressed.

“It was great! It is an honor,” 
said Rafal Harajda, who served 
the fitness-obsessed Obama 
and daughters Malia and Sasha 
one pie with pepperoni and 
sausage, one classic Margher-
ita, and one with mushrooms, 

peppers and onions.
The family showed up at 

around 1 pm with a full com-
plement of security that kept 
Old Fulton Street in a lock-
down for two hours. 

Customers who wanted to 
enter the restaurant were given 
“the wand” and padded down, 
while other guards escorted 
M’Obama and the kids.

The waiter also reported 
(naturally) that the First Fam-
ily was impressed by the qual-
ity of the Grimaldi’s pies.

“They told me they really 
liked it,” Harajda said. 

First Lady Michelle Obama rocked our world 
by downing pizza at Grimaldi’s on Old Fulton 
Street last Wednesday.

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

 G
ro

up
 /

 T
o

m
 C

al
la

n

Meadows of 

SHAME

Y ou gotta hand it to Rep. Mike 
McMahon — for a freshman, 
he’s one of the smartest, savvi-

est pols around.
Take his “No” vote on the health care 

reform package last month. A “yes” 
vote would have been easy — earning 
McMahon the glowing support of lo-
cal unions, progressives and even the 
Working Families Party, that paper al-
tar to which most Democrats now rou-
tinely genuflect.

And it also would’ve earned him a 
big albatross.

The kind you wear around the 
neck.

In his first term in Congress, Mc-
Mahon has been a reliable vote for the 
Democrats. Sure,  as my own colleagues 
pointed out a few weeks ago , a line-by-
line view of McMahon’s voting record 
shows that he leans towards the Repub-
lican side of the aisle (and sometimes 
falls over it) when it comes to the mil-
itary, denying legal rights to terrorists 
or refusing to cap executive pay.

But when Nancy Pelosi needs some-
thing, McMahon usually doesn’t need 

What, McMahon worry?
Dem rookie ignores heat for ‘no’ vote on Obamacare

his arm twisted.
But on health care, Mc-

Mahon was simply not on 
board. For months, he’s 
been telling The Brook-
lyn Paper that the House 
bill didn’t cut costs enough 
and would endanger local 
hospitals, so his vote was no 
surprise.

Afterwards, the reaction was 
predictable: The Working Families 
Party and some of the big unions an-
nounced that they not only can’t sup-

port McMahon anymore, but 
will actively seek out a lib-
eral Democrat to challenge 
him.

Working Families Party 
spokesman Dan Levitan was 
positively apoplectic, saying 
that 6,500 of his party vot-
ers who pulled the lever for 

McMahon in 2008 won’t do 
so again.

“I’m sure those voters are now 
thinking, ‘We used to have a Repub-

The

See HOSTEL  on page 9

See MISS  on page 9
See SWAN  on page 9

See MCMAHON  on page 9
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The Brooklyn Paper

John Boy Walton, a Prospect Park 
swan with gray plumage and a re-
lentless appetite for breadcrumbs, 
is dead. She was a cygnet.

The cause of death is believed 
to be murder, though some say that 
the swan’s rapid decline from good 
health to bad last week was due to 
a contaminated ecosystem.

Whatever the cause, John Boy, who 
despite the name is actually a female, 
was one of seven beloved swans on the 
lake in the southern portion of Brook-
lyn’s central park, having arrived there 
only on Jan. 10 with her airborne com-
panion, Grandpa Walton.

Susan Yuen, who called Animal 
Care and Control to rescue the felled 

See OBIT  on page 9

For more on 
Williamsburg’s 
hostels, visit

www.BrooklynPaper.com
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IT’S TIME TO GET REAL ABOUT NEW YORK’S JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM

There’s no sugarcoating the seriousness of the situation in New 

York’s juvenile justice facilities.

For years, the Office of Children and Family Services  (OCFS) 

ignored the warnings and disregarded the need for reform.

Now there’s an administration that thinks it can just wave a 

magic wand and make everything better.  What’s more, they’ve 

tried to create a fairy tale about youth in state care, the staff 

who work with them every day and the ability of current 

community programs to adequately meet needs and protect 

everyone involved including the public.

In reality, there are rarely any fairy tale endings.

People have already been injured and killed because of OCFS 

irresponsibility.

OCFS needs to slow their reckless drive to empty juvenile 

justice facilities and get real about ill-prepared community 

programs.

What’s more, employees at Annsville, Tryon Boys and Lansing 

non-secure deserve better than what the OCFS administration 

is doing. OCFS needs to work with CSEA, PEF and others to 

create a better system of juvenile justice for all the people of 

New York.  It takes serious, clear thinking and a lot of hard 

work, not some juvenile hocus-pocus.

Begin by calling:

Brooklyn Psychiatric Associates
161 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1
Brooklyn Heights
(718) 237-2150
Arnold Licht, MD Steven Newman, MD

Affected by 
dependence 
on opioid 
prescription 
painkillers?

Private 
confidential 
in-office 
treatment  
can transform 
your life.

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

’ve cast myself in plenty of my 
own fantasies, but as of this week, 
I officially have a way to make 

those dreams a reality.
That’s right — in the name of 

news and the legends who wrote 
before me, I took on what is possi-
bly the greatest feat of journalism 
since the publication of the Penta-
gon Papers: I have allowed a Wil-
liamsburg sex shop to cast an exact 
replica of my penis. 

You might remember our cover-
age of Shag, the new swank sex toy 
shop on Roebling Street, and its spe-
cial body casting and artwork. And 
when we wrote “body casting,” we 
really meant “penis casting.”

You might ask why anyone would 
want a perfect model of his man-
hood. For me, the yearning to have 
Shag make a dildo version of myself 
was strictly journalistic. Who better 
than this reporter, who puts himself 
out there every day, to inform the 
public about the process?

Shag owners Sam Bard and Ash-
ley Montgomery-Pulido have other 
reasons for providing this vital ser-
vice.

“If you have one made, you can say 
to someone, ‘Go f– yourself’ — but 
mean it in a good way,” Bard said.

The end product is no Steely Dan, 
but a malleable, silicone sex toy, rep-
licating every intricacy of the male 
genitalia, stem to stern as it were.

Our columnist puts himself in a box

Of course, I chose green.
My pride swelled even larger when 

I found that my penis was Shag’s 
first specimen — and I didn’t even 
have to buy anyone dinner.

I’ll digress by answering the most-

obvious questions first: Yes, I had to 
shave. Yes, I had to be — and stay 
— erect during the molding process. 
Yes, the owners saw my penis (yes, 
they were impressed). Yes, the tes-
ticles are involved. And yes, I did 

have the option of turning the new 
toy into a vibrator (but you know 
me, I’m old-school).

That said, my hard times with Bard 
and Montgomery-Pulido were com-
fortable and professional (alas, a bit 
too professional); they’ve seen it all 
before.

“Sex is a part of almost every-
body’s life, no matter who they are,” 
Montgomery-Pulido said as she be-
gan whipping up the goo into which I 
would soon insert my member. “Part 
of our mission is to break down the 
barriers between sex and art, and 
allow people to check their inhibi-
tions at the door.”

After I spent a little time in a pri-
vate room with a TV and some DVDs 
(you know, a few “Simpsons” re-
runs to get in the mood), the cast was 
ready and I was called into the base-
ment. A hand-held tube was filled 
with the gooey alginate (warm apple 
pie indeed!) and I made my entry. 
The owners were gracious enough 
to hold the cast up for me while I fu-
riously tried to stop thinking about 
spring training and keep focusing 
on all the hands, bodies and activ-
ity around me. The process was fi-
nally over once the messy mixture 
hardened on their hands.

Montgomery-Pulido and Bard 
spent the next two weeks drying and 
filling a series of molds that will soon 
become a shining reminder of my 
huge feat. Of course, we all know 
that a silicone toy will pale in com-
parison to the real deal (in my hum-
ble opinion), but it’s nice to know 
that there’s now more of me to go 
around.

Tune in next week for the climax 
of this story.

Shag [108 Roebling St. at N. 
Sixth Street in Williamsburg, (347) 
721-3302]. Normal casts are $375, 
and vibrators are $390. Next 
event: “Unravelled,” photographs 
by Jess Levy, opens on April 2 (free 
booze!), 6–9:30 pm. For info, visit 
www.weloveshag.com.

Campbell’s
Soup

By Andy CampbellBy Andy Campbell

OH, YOU SHOULDN’T HAVE! Our columnist gives the greatest 
gift of all: A lifesize cast of his penis.
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By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

Sure, it takes talent to wail on an 
axe in front of a blood-thirsty crowd 
— but it takes some serious finesse 
to put on a show with nothing but the 
music at your back and the wind be-
tween your fingertips.

Twenty rockin’ New Yorkers will 
do just that on April 9, when the U.S. 
Air Guitar Championship regionals hits 
Brooklyn Bowl in Williamsburg.

Naturally, we’ll be rooting for the 
freak-nasty Brooklynites — the ones 
whose wriggling fingers, flickering 
tongues and wild hair that make Jimi 
Hendrix look like a lounge act.

“I live the rock-star lifestyle — I 
was made for this,” said Sara Cross 
(a.k.a. Professor LongAir), a punk-
rock Park Sloper who will shoot for 
the finals next week. “I’m not exactly 
a rocker in real life, but as Professor 
LongAir, I will be shredding.”

Donning a plaid skirt, a black cor-
set and some fierce eye makeup, Cross 
will face off against other air gui-
tarists in a two-round judging event 
on stage.  

Each performer gets to thrash for 
60 seconds to his or her own song 
(Cross wouldn’t divulge the juicy de-
tails, but it’ll definitely be punk), 
and another minute with a surprise 

National fake guitar championship 
to thrash away at Brooklyn Bowl

song during the second round. Instru-
ment-less Billy Idol’s will be judged 
on technical merit, stage presence 
and “airness” — the (vague) extent 
to which the performance transcends 
imitation and becomes art.

“The obvious first choice for air 
guitarists is to re-enact the hard-
rockin’ hair bands from the 1980s,” 
said Craig Billmeier, the 2008 World 
Air Guitar Champion and one of this 
year’s judges. “But if you can step 
outside of that, your act turns into 
your own stardom. It’s like porn — 
you know it when you see it.”

Going finger-to-finger against Cross 
will be metal-head Marquina Iliev 
(a.k.a. Mateeka Katskilla) of Down-
town, whose flowing, heavy-metal hair 
is her main competitive edge.

So root for whichever Brooklynite 
you want — lest the winner be “Shreddy 
Mercury” from Westchester.

U.S. Air Guitar Championship at 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets, 
(718) 963-3369], April 9 at 9 pm. 

Downtown metal-head Mar-
quina Iliev (aka Mateeka Kats-
killa) is a front-runner at the 
U.S. Air Guitar Championship 
at Brooklyn Bowl on April 9.

 A
nd

y 
C

am
p

b
el

l



stoopTHE
April 2–8, 2010 AWP  3

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn

(718) 243-0844

We Appreciate Your Business!
OVER 30 YEARS 

IN BUSINESS
Featuring Home 
Delivery within 

Brooklyn

®

10%
OFF
ALL STORE 

MERCHANDISE 
WITH THIS AD

American 
Housewares

welcomes
Sid’s Hardware 

customers
Two fl oors 
of bed, bath, 
closet, kitchen, 
appliances, 
housewares, 
paint, outdoor, 
and hardware 
supplies!
Contractors & Corporate 
Accounts Welcome

Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

LANDSCAPING & 
GARDEN DESIGN
“There isn’t a backyard or balcony that 
James Stephenson can’t whip into shape.”

 —Apartment Therapy

Over twenty years 
experience in residential 
& commercial 
landscaping projects

 

Contact James Stephenson: 646-644-7156
View my portfolio at: www.theartistgarden.com

305 Atlantic Ave. (@ Smith St.)     Open Monday-Saturday
718.858.0313     Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

$185.00
1,000 POSTCARDS

plus tax
Full Color
Full Bleed

16 pt. Cardstock
2 sided

UV or Matte
Enquire About
All of Our Other
Great Printing Deals.

MT. CALVARY BIBLE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

SERVICE EVERY SUNDAY AT 3 PM

 Lively Singing
  Strong Preaching (KJV)
   Family Oriented
    All Welcome 

INTRODUCING

Saporita

PIZZA
to Downtown Brooklyn!

FREE delivery to Downtown
and parts of Brooklyn Heights, 

Cobble Hill & Boerum Hill

27 Smith St. (near Livingston St.) 718-643-7777
Open Sunday to Friday, 10:30am to 7pm

www.saporitapizza.com
 

ARE YOU  
AT YOUR 
WITS END?
Are you desperate, 
angry, sick, terrified, 
frustrated, disgusted?

ARE YOU  
IN CRISIS?

Help is available:
www.tekumarecovery.com
A unique and effective drug & alcohol  
recovery program in Israel.

FORT GREENE WILLIAMSBURG

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

One of the most revered 
churches in Williamsburg 
is on its way to becoming 
a city landmark.

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, at the corner 
of S. Fifth and Rodney streets, 
moved forward last Wednes-
day in the city process to de-
termine whether it should be 
protected for posterity with 
landmark status.

The red-brick church build-
ing, built in 1885, served the 
core of Williamsburg’s Ger-
man population well into the 
20th century. And the wealth 
of that community is reflected 
in the opulant Romanesque Re-
vival design by J. Cleaveland 
Cady, the famed architect of 
the American Museum of Nat-
ural History, who was commis-
sioned by the local beer barons 
and business leaders.

“It’s an absolutely fantas-
tic building,” said Community 
Board 1 Land Use Committee 
Chairman Ward Dennis. “In 
this neighborhood, where so 
much change is happening, it 
is important to look back and 
recognize the history of Wil-
liamsburg and how it has de-
veloped.” 

The Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission, which 
oversees the designation and 
preservation of the city’s his-
toric buildings, had researched 
the church’s architectural his-
tory before determining that it 
would be a candidate for pres-
ervation. The city agency did 
not reveal a date for the pub-

Historic Williamsburg church moves 
closer to becoming a city landmark

lic hearing or timeline for its 
eventual decision, but the 
process typically takes sev-
eral months.

Landmarks spokeswoman 
Lisi de Bourbon said that the 
benefits of historic designa-
tion are “quite enormous,” 
because it “assures the long-
term stability” of the neighbor-
hood and its street, providing 
a “tangible link” to the neigh-
borhood’s past.

That is the reason why mem-
bers of its current congregation 
and several local residents have 
demanded landmark designa-
tion for the Lutheran church. 
Church representatives and lo-
cal preservationists warn that 
the church could succumb to a 
dismal fate similar to the site 
of the former Commodore 
Theater, a nearly 90-year-
old movie palace around the 
corner on Broadway that was 
demolished in 2007.

“Their hope is that by 
listing it [as a landmark], it 
opens up more avenues of 
funding so they can maintain 
the building,” said Dennis.

Of course, for many Wil-
liamsburg residents, the 
church is already a land-
mark.

“I’ve gone to so many 
sweet sixteens in there,” said 
Rob Solano, the executive di-
rector of Churches United for 
Fair Housing.

Two congregations cur-
rently share the church. A 
Spanish-speaking Lutheran 
congregation, which meets 
on Sunday mornings, and a 
Presbyterian ministry called 
Resurrection Presbyterian 
Church, which worships on 
Sunday nights. Both groups 
support landmark designa-
tion.

St. Paul’s Church, a striking, red-brick Romanesque 
Revival-style structure on S. Fifth Street, may be 
made a city landmark.
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops are on the hunt for the 
armed rapist who assaulted a 
42-year-old woman in Clin-
ton Hill on March 23.

According to police, the 
victim was on Gates Avenue 
between Classon Avenue and 
Irving Place at around 5:30 
am, when the hooded brute 
dragged her across the street 
and then raped and sodom-
ized her in a vacant lot between two buildings.

Cops say the suspect matches the description of a 
thug who raped a 56-year-old woman on March 16 near 
Fulton Street and Franklin Avenue. In that incident, the 
creep forced the woman into a nearby park at gunpoint, 
where he then sexually assaulted her and struck her in 
the head with his gun.

The lowlife is thought to be in his late 20s or early 
30s, roughly 5-foot-9 and 160 to 180 pounds, and was 
last seen wearing a black hat and a green jacket.

Anyone with information is asked to call (800) 577-
8477.

PARK SLOPE

By Claire Glass
for The Brooklyn Paper

“Obamacare” has claimed another unlikely victim: 
A liberal Park Slope woman’s bumper-sticker-covered 
car!

Someone stuck a piece of cardboard to her car door 
— using tar as glue — cursing liberals and everything 
they stand for. 

The victim of this hate-filled vulgarity, Frances Lip-
pette, was enjoying a cup of coffee last Friday afternoon 
on Seventh Avenue, and found the distasteful deface-
ment when she returned to her car parked on Berke-
ley Place.

The epithet filled tirade, which read, “F- Obama, 
Librer [sic] a-hole. F- that socialist,” almost made Lip-
pette spill her Fair Trade java.

“This is my beloved Park Slope,” Lippette said. “I 
think of this area as being so liberal. We watched the 
whole neighborhood become what it is.” 

Lippette raised two children in Park Slope, and even 
worked on President Obama’s campaign in North Caro-
lina. The back of her car is covered with stickers show-
ing her liberal-mindedness — something most of Park 
Slope can relate to, or so she thought. 

This incident is minor compared to the death threats 
being left at — and in some cases hurled through the 
window of — congressional offices in the wake of last 
month’s health care vote, but the hate behind it is the 
same.

“I’m 67 years old, so when I think of everything this 
country has been through I thought we were on an up-
swing, but if this could happen here, maybe not.”

Liberal’s car is defaced 
with anti-Obama sticker

Obama supporter Frances Lippette’s car was 
defaced with ephithets and anti-liberal screeds.
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By Stephen Witt
for The Brooklyn Paper

A road reconstruction 
project is causing treach-
erous conditions for pedes-
trians strolling on the Fort 
Greene Park side of Dekalb 
Avenue.

The shredded walkway be-
tween S. Oxford Street and S. 
Elliot Place stems from the 
construction of a bus pull-in 
lane along DeKalb Avenue 
so that B38 can pick up pas-
sengers more safely.

Some say that the Depart-
ment of Design and Construc-
tion did a good job on the new 
lane, but the agency left the 
sidewalk a mess.

“To have a place for the 
bus to pull in is good, but 
leaving the sidewalk a mess 
is not good and there are a lot 

of hazards there,” said Ruth 
Goldstein, the chairwoman 
of the Fort Greene Park Con-
servancy.

Design and Construc-
tion spokesperson Craig 
Chin said that the sidwalk 
would be fixed by the end 
of the summer, when the 
weather allows work crews 
to do their job.

That’s too long, Gold-
stein said.

“The hex blockstones have 
been a mess for years,” said 
Goldstein. “They did work 
on DeKalb years ago and put 
them back and they didn’t set-
tle well. When water and ice 
gets between them they heave 
up, and that area gets quite a 
bit of foot traffic, particularly 
on Saturday when there’s the 
green market.”

DeKalb Avenue sidewalk 
near park is a real mess

The sidewalk reconstruction along DeKalb Avenue 
near Fort Greene Park will remain a mess through 
the summer, the city now says.
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FORT GREENE

By Gary Buiso
for The Brooklyn Paper

Cyclists are calling for a 
separation of church and bike 
lane along a narrow Brook-
lyn Heights roadway, where 
every Sunday, parishioners 
anoint the cyclists’ safe ha-
ven as their own personal 
parking strip.

Along Henry Street be-
tween Clarke and Pierrepont 
streets, every Sabbath is the 
same old psalm outside the 
First Presbyterian Church, 
according to Heights resident 
Peter Kaufman, who said the 
situation is an unholy acci-
dent waiting to happen — 
and it’s all allowed by the 
84th Precinct.

“This basically says that 
if you have a particular re-
ligious belief, you get to 
flout the law,” said Kauf-
man. “This is a place exclu-
sively dedicated to bikes — 
we are not saying you can’t 
park in Brooklyn Heights — 
we are saying park around 
the corner.” 

Rev. Stephen Phelps said 

Bikers faceoff with church-goers on Henry Street

the parking provision has 
been made possible by the 
precinct — and it allows the 
very survival of the church, 
which was first formed in 
1822. 

“Churches would fail if 
they could not allow the driv-
ing public to come near,” he 
said.

Phelps, who took over the 
reigns of the church about 
four months ago, said he 
recently met with the com-
manding officer of the 84th 
Precinct, Capt. Mark DiPaolo 
about the matter.

“The police recognize that 
churches make extraordinary 
contributions to the commu-

nity,” he said. “[DiPaolo] ba-
sically confirmed that this 
is a long standing practice. 
While we are really inter-
ested in the question of re-
ducing the use of cars and 
supporting bikers — we see 
this as an acceptable cost, 
and they agree.”

Pressed several times 

for a comment, DiPaolo re-
fused. 

This rider vs. religion bat-
tle knows no sectarian di-
vide: Rabbi Serge Lippe, the 
rabbi at Brooklyn Heights 
Synagogue on nearby Rem-
sen Street, agreed with 
Phelps.

“No one ever consulted 
with the church or parish-
ioners that the bike lane 
coming in means 
they couldn’t park 
there as they have 
been doing for de-
cades,” he said. 

But cyclist Rob 
Hall, a Bedford-
Stuyvesant resi-
dent and co-owner 
of a company that makes 
bicycle pedal straps, wasn’t 
buying it.

“Why should they get spe-
cial treatment putting cyclists 
at risk?” he asked. “Every time 
a cyclist has to go off a bicycle 
path in order to avoid a dou-
ble parked or illegally parked 
car, it puts both cyclists and 
motorists at risk.”

The church first opened 
on Henry Street in 1847 — 
slightly before the Henry 
Street bike lane, which is one 
of the oldest in the city, ac-
cording to the Department of 
Transportation, which dated 
it back to the 1970s.

In July, 2007, though, 

high visibility green paint 
was added to enhance the 
popular lane. 

Cycling advocates con-
ceded that Henry Street is 
a relatively low traffic street, 
but the narrowness of the 
street “means that a parked 
car puts you right into mov-
ing traffic,” said Wiley Nor-
vell, spokesperson for the ad-
vocacy group Transportation 

Alternatives. “And even at 
slow speeds, that’s not where 
you want to be.”

So what would the pastor 
preach to the cyclists among 
his flock?

“If you are reasonably con-
fident, you can move in the 
traffic and you are going to 
be absolutely safe,” he said. 
“Be bold, have fun, and cy-
cle. And thank you for un-
derstanding why it is that 
churches need parking spaces 
on Sunday morning.”

Kaufman refused to turn 
the other cheek.

“What part of ‘bike lane’ 
don’t you understand?” he 
asked.

Cyclists complain that parishioners at Zion Lutheran Church on narrow Henry 
Street routinely park in the bike lane.
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Free Day Camp. 5 minutes from Exit 11S 
on the Belt Parkway. Located in Queens. 
The club is open for inspection. See the 
Web site for info or call 718-634-2900

Silver Gull Club, Inc. is an authorized concessioner of Gateway National Recreation Area, National Park 
Service, Department of the Interior

A family of four can enjoy 
100 days of fun in the 
sun for as little as $2704 
for the entire summer.

DAILY USE RATE
$80 per cabana
$65 per cabinette
$60 per bath cabin
$50 per adult
$30 per child

www.silvergullclub.com

COMING SOON...
TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD THIS EASTER!

Something exciting is happening this Easter. It’s not foil-wrapped in a 
basket, or hopping about on two furry legs — it’s PARK SLOPE 

CHRISTIAN CENTER’s Easter events and you’re invited to join 
the celebration! Featuring: The Choir of Angels plus an 

inspirational message to breathe new life into your holiday.

JOIN US FOR 

Our Good Friday service

AND IN ONE OF OUR SERVICES THIS 

Resurrection Sunday

1ST SERVICE: 9 am–10:30 am
2ND SERVICE: 10:30 am–12 pm
3RD SERVICE: 12 pm–1:30 pm

P A R K  S L O P E
CHRISTIAN
C E N T E R

Dermatology

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Botox Dysport
Restylane Juvederm
Radiesse Sculptra
Peels Microdermabrasion Facials
Surgery for torn earlobe & keloid
Laser hair removal, waxing
Lasers for scars, wrinkles, blemishes

Medical services for all skin conditions
Skin cancer screening

Javier Zelaya, MD
 Verna Broughton, PA

PARK SLOPE  
CHELSEA

medical insurances accepted for medical services

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

A jerk was arrested af-
ter he forced himself on a 
woman who was staying at 
his Engert Avenue home for 
the night on March 25.

The 28-year-old woman told 
police that she was sleeping on 
the couch at the home, which 
is between McGuinness Bou-
levard and Humboldt Street, 
at about 11:30 pm when the 
perp started to “fondle” her 
without her permission.

He made some sexually 
suggestive comments, but the 
suggestion was not welcome, 
setting off a struggle that re-
sulted in injuries to the wom-
an’s neck and back. She was 
able to break free and ran up-
stairs to another apartment 
to call police, who promptly 
arrested the criminal.

Laptop swipe
An unlocked door cost a 

Kent Street renter her com-
puter on March 26.

A thug opened the back 
door of the home, which is 
between N. Third Street and 
Metropolitan Avenue, be-
tween midnight and 6 am 
and took the laptop while 
the victim was at her boy-
friend’s house. She told po-
lice she came home to find 
the door wide open.

Stranded!
Some juice-less creeps 

stole a man’s truck battery 
and a couple gallons of die-
sel on March 22.

The man tried starting his 
truck where it was parked on 
Humboldt Street between Ca-
lyer Street and Meserole Av-
enue at about 6 pm, only to 
find that the battery and its 
wires were completely ripped 
from the engine.

What’s worse, the fuel he 
kept in the truck bed was also 
taken. — Andy Campbell

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Cig swipe
A thief stole a bevy of to-

bacco products from a car 
parked on Union Street on 
March 19.

A witness told cops that 
three thugs pulled up in a 
green SUV beside the car 
parked between Nevins Street 
and Third Avenue at around 
11:30 am. They then swiped 
$1,600 in blunts, lighters and 
cigarettes. 

Launderized
A thief busted into a 

Fourth Avenue laundro-
mat and left with a sack of 
quarters.

The owner of the joint, 
which is between Baltic and 
Warren streets, told cops that 
she returned to her business at 
7:30 am on March 27, when 
she found $1,000 — $800 of 
it in quarters — missing. She 
said that the thief likely forced 
open the steel shutter and then 
slipped in the front door, which 
was unlocked.

 — Stephen Brown

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens– 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Perks peril
A crazy brawl at the rowdy 

Smith Street nightclub Perks 
resulted in two arrests and bite 
marks on cops on March 25.

It all began when a loco 
lady started brawling inside 
the club at Warren Street at 
around 9:47 pm. As cops 
tried to slap the cuffs on her 
and stop the fight, her boy-
friend seized the opportu-
nity to swipe a wallet that 
had fallen to the ground dur-
ing the scuffle.

To add to his problems, 
he also attempted to prevent 
cops from arresting his blood-
thirsty ladyfriend. Eventu-
ally, he was sporting metal 
bracelets — but his girlfriend 
would not go so easy.

After striking another 
club-goer in the face, she 
managed to clock an officer 
and bite him on the hand. 
An hour and a half later, the 
boozy woman was still foam-
ing at the mouth at the 76th 
Precinct, and chomped on an-

other cop as he tried to haul 
her off to the hospital.

Bunch of DS
A young thug stole an 

11-year-old’s Nintendo DS 
on March 26.

The pre-adolescent gamer 
told cops that he was enter-
ing the Carroll Street sub-
way stop at President and 
Smith Streets at around 
3:30 pm when three teens 
approached him.

One of them said, “Give 
me your DS!” To which the 
youngster cleverly replied, 
“I don’t have DS.”

But the perp would not 
back down, saying, “Yes 
you do! I have a gun, you 
better give it to me before I 
shoot you!”

But this victim was not 
convinced. “You don’t have a 
gun!” he said. “Show me!”

Apparently, the brute was 
bluffing about the gun, but 
not about his desire for the 
portable gaming system. He 
grabbed the victim’s bookbag 
as he tried to flee up the stairs 
of the subway. He then put 
him in a headlock, snatched 
the DS, and took off running 
with his cronies.

Cement swipe
A thief stole a cement 

mixer used for renovations 
of the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway sometime between 
March 21 and March 22. 

The driver of the $60,000 
Mack dump truck told cops 
that he had parked it in a 
fenced-in lot at Hicks Street 
and Hamilton Avenue at 
around 1 pm on March 21.

The construction worker — 
who is definitely in the dog-
house with the site superinten-
dent — admitted that he’d left 
the keys in the truck.

By 7 am the next day, it 
was gone.

Charged card
Two thugs stole a wom-

an’s purse from her car on 
Dean Street on March 23, 
but were later arrested af-
ter being caught using her 
credit cards.

The victim told cops that 
she had parked her car be-
tween Bond and Hoyt streets 
at around 11:30 am. When 
she returned about seven 
hours later, her purse, con-
taining her two credit cards, 
was missing.

That same day, only 10 
minutes later, Officer Anna 
Carrasco noticed a shady 
37-year-old lady in a car on 
Smith Street between Bergen 
and Wyckoff streets without 
a seatbelt. Before Carrasco 
could approach the car, the 
woman burst from the car 
with her hand in her left 
pocket, which turned out to 
contain a knife.

Closer inspection revealed 
that she was in possession 
of one of the victim’s credit 
cards, which she had already 
used. — Stephen Brown

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Tug a thug
A thief grabbed a wom-

an’s cellphone after winning 
a tug-of-war for it near the 
corner of Washington and 
Greene avenues on March 
28. But the crime did not 
end there. 

The victim of the 2:15 
pm incident told cops that a 
man driving down the street 
heard her cries and got out 
to chase the cell snatcher. A 
second passerby on a bike 
soon joined the chase.

When the perp saw the 
posse pursuing him he 
dropped the cellphone and 
kept moving — but that didn’t 
stop his pursuers, who finally 
tackled him on Clinton Ave-
nue between Lafayette and 
Greene avenues.

Officer Thomas Miller 
got the collar.

Choke hold-ups
Watch out Fort Greene pe-

destrians! Two women were 
robbed and put in choke holds 
on the same day. Here’s a 
roundup:

woman from behind, grab-
bing her neck and choking 
her on March 23 to steal her 
backpack and laptop. The vic-
tim told cops that the violent 
offender slammed her face 
into a parked car and told 
her to “shut up,” at around 
1:50 pm.

The perp got away round-
ing the corner of Classon and 
Gates avenues with her goods 
in hand. 

wrapped his arm around a 
woman’s neck at around 10:35 
pm. The choke victim said that 
the perp punched her in the 
face and stole her iPhone near 
the corner of Greene and Cler-
mont avenues.

iSnatch
A predatory posse of four 

surrounded a man on Clinton 
Avenue and stole his iPod on 
March 24.

The victim told cops that he 
was in front of his home be-
tween Greene and Gates ave-
nues at around 12:20 am when 
one of the men punched him in 
the face and said, “Don’t move 
or I’ll blow your head off.”

The group got away with 
the iPod and cash.

Target trickster
Yet another woman’s purse 

was stolen at the Target at 
the Atlantic Terminal Mall 
on March 22. 

The victim told police that 
she noticed that her bag was 
gone when she headed for the 

checkout line at 5:45 pm. She 
also lost three $45 Metro-
cards and credit cards. 

Cell swipe
A sneaky crook stole a 

Sidekick cellphone out of 
a man’s hands on March 16 
near the corner of Myrtle and 
Clermont avenues. 

The victim said he was 
walking with his sister when a 
man approached asking what 
time it was at around 5 pm. 
When he removed the device 
from his pocket to check, the 
stranger grabbed the phone 
and ran away. 

— Claire Glass

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Three on three
A trio of brigands robbed 

another trio of average joes 
on March 28.

The three victims told 
cops they had reached Jo-
ralemon and Clinton streets 
at around 12:30 am when a 
sketchy thug sneaked up on 
them from behind and pulled 
out a gun. He then ordered 
them to empty their pockets 
and drop to the ground.

Once on the ground, two 
ladies emerged from the 
shadows and patted down 
the spooked victims. They 
lost three iPods, three cell-
phones, and an assortment of 
purses, IDs, and credit cards 
worth $1,300.

Old and mad
Three thugs mugged an 

83-year-old man for his wal-
let on Wyckoff Street on 
March 23.

The geriatric victim told 
cops that he was between 
Smith and Hoyt streets at 
around midnight when one 
of the brigands sneaked up 
from behind, put a hand 
around his neck and said, 
“Don’t move.”

Meanwhile, two other 
brigands held his arms and 
rifled through his pockets, 
eventually snatching his wal-
let. The cowards got $80.

Mutt miffed
A pair of punks robbed 

a man at gunpoint while he 
walked his dog on March 
28.

The dog-lover told cops 
he was walking his pooch at 
Aitken and Sidney places at 
around 12:30 am when a guy 
approached him from behind, 
pulled out a Glock, and said 
— somewhat confusingly — 
“Drop everything and don’t 
let go of the dog.”

His partner in crime then 
patted down the victim, but 
did not mess with the dog.

The pair got an iPhone, $70, 
and a bunch of credit cards.

 — Stephen Brown

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Three on one
A 28-year-old was held up at 

knife-point and robbed of $300 
during a late night jaunt on 67th 
Street on March 25.

The victim told police that 
he was nearing 13th Avenue 
at around 11:20 pm when the 
thugs jumped him.

One of the thieves flashed 
a knife as his accomplices 
rifled through the victim’s 
pockets, taking his cash, 
cops said.

60-minute steal
A thief with an acute sense 

of timing looted a Fourth Av-
enue apartment just as his vic-
tim left his home to run some 
errands on March 22.

The 33-year-old tenant 
told police that he had left 
his apartment, which is near 
69th Street, at 4 pm and re-
turned an hour later to find 
his front door open.

During that time, a crook 
had crept into his apartment 
through a fire escape window 
and taken a laptop computer 
and $500.

 — Thomas Tracy

 POLICE BLOTTER
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By Gary Buiso
for The Brooklyn Paper

Cyclist Nathan Brauer 
fought the law — and the 
law didn’t apply.

Brauer, an architect from 
Fort Greene, was among those 
caught up in what some de-
scribe as a Downtown sting 
operation orchestrated by 
cops to ensnare cyclists rid-
ing outside the Adams Street 
bike lane — even to avoid a 
double-parked car. 

But the 42-year-old battled 
the ticket in traffic court and 
had the case dismissed — a 
small victory, he said, in an on-
going battle played out on the 
borough’s mean streets.

The facts of the case are 
not in dispute.

It was a bitter cold morn-
ing on Feb. 2 when Brauer 
made his way to the Brook-
lyn Bridge.

“I was approaching Til-
lary Street and I was in the 
far left lane to enable access 
to the bridge most directly 
without interfering with other 
traffic,” he said.

That’s when Brauer — and 
at least 10 other cyclists — 

Biker beats rap after crackdown
the bridge, people are turn-
ing into you.” 

Capt. Mark DiPaolo, the 
commanding officer of the 
84th Precinct, has dismissed 
the notion that there was a 
ticket blitz for 
cyclists, though 
he did say that 
such tickets 
were part of the 
precinct’s effort 
“to prevent ac-
cidents and in-
juries.”

DiPaolo said 
he could not comment about 
the specific ticket, as he has 
not seen it.

Brauer was incredulous, 
recalling that on that day, he 
observed cops only handing 
out tickets to cyclists and not 
automobile drivers.

“If part of the reason you 
give tickets is to deter people 
and try to get them to drive le-
gally — and you don’t do it — 
and instead go after cyclists, 
then what are you really ac-
complishing?” he asked, rhe-
torically. “You make it harder 
for people to ride a bike and 
you are turning a blind eye 
to people driving in an un-

safe manner.”
On his way to his work, 

Brauer encountered Adam 
White, a cyclist and personal 
injury lawyer who offered a 
bit of pro bono advice.

“These cops are charging 
cyclists with a law that does 
not apply,” said White, who 
had advised Brauer to argue 
that the traffic statute allows 
cyclists to use their judge-
ment, and use the lanes when 
they are safe to use.

“You can’t be convicted of 
something that doesn’t apply 
in New York City,” White 
noted. “If they are charg-
ing you with something that 
doesn’t apply, it’s impossi-
ble for you to defend your-
self — it’s a violation of due 
process.”

The judge agreed — and 
tossed the ticket.

MEAN
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was detained by a police offi-
cer, and slapped with a ticket 
citing a state law that says 
that cyclists must remain in 
the bike lane.

Brauer conceded that he 
may have been out of the lane, 
but said he had ample rea-
son to be.

“I try to be a law-abiding 

cyclist, but this is a habit-
ually unsafe bike lane,” he 
said. “The road is filled with 
obstructions, people park in 
it, and when you try to get on 

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Cobble Hill resident 
Norah Jones will get back 
to what she does best — 
performing before adoring 
audiences instead of irking 
her window-hating neigh-
bors — and kick off Cele-
brate Brooklyn with a free 
concert on June 9.

The performance is 
worthy of a banner headline — one that might 
erase earlier large type about the sultry singer’s 
battle with her neighbors over plans to add 10 
windows to her swank Amity Street crib, a reno-
vation that some locals blasted as out of touch 
with Cobble Hill’s aesthetic. 

 Eventually, the number of windows was re-
duced to seven in what appeared to be a back-
room compromise between the singer and her 
neighbors.

That allows Jones to get back to making mu-
sic instead of legal war. Her most-recent album, 
“The Fall,” has enjoyed both critical and com-
mercial success. Nevertheless, she will have a 
tough act to follow — last year’s opener, David 
Byrne, performed before roughly 27,000 people 
— the largest audience in the history of the out-
door concert series.

Nathan Brauer poses at the entrance of the Brooklyn Bridge bike path, near 
where he received a ticket in what many cyclists believe is a crackdown on 
two-wheelers.
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Skip the latest 3-D box office gimmick and 
get acquainted with one of cinema’s giants 
this month.

François Truffaut called Jean Renoir’s body of 
work “the most alive films in the history of the 
cinema, films which still breathe 40 years after 

they were made.”
BAM celebrates 

that legacy with a five-
week retrospective of 
the late French direc-
tor’s work. 

A prolific and endur-
ing filmmaker, Renoir 
started his craft in the 
silent era, graduating to 
sound and then color, 

without his films ever losing their power.
Twenty-one of Renoir’s films, including the 

masterpieces, “Grand Illusion,” a World War 
I drama, and the society spoof, “The Rules of 
the Game,” will be screened.

Jean Renoir retrospective at BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100] runs April 9-May 11. Tickets $12 ($8 
members). For info, visit www.bam.org.

— Meredith Deliso

Brooklyn fashion designers are looking be-
yond their hemlines to the plight of Haiti’s 
quake victims.

The glamorous BK 
Fashion Week(end) 
runway show returns 
on April 11, but this 
time around, some of 
the profits will support 
earthquake recovery ef-
forts.

Due to financial con-
straints, the Week(end) 
will feature several 
Brooklyn-based de-
signers showing their fall and winter collec-
tions on a single, jam-packed day.

Flatbush resident Gerald Duroseau is put-
ting the final touches on his glamorous cock-
tail dresses and evening gowns, which are in-
spired by his childhood in Haiti.

“I lived there until I was 7,” the designer ex-
plained. “With everything that’s going on down 
there, I didn’t want to do anything dark. I wanted 
to do something colorful and vibrant because the 
people down there are going through a lot.”

That will be evident when his first model 
struts down the runway.

“The first dress is made of red Rayon and cov-
ered with silk organza. The model will have the 
Haitian flag in her hand and I’m going to have the 
Haitian anthem playing,” Duroseau said. 

BK Fashion Week(end) at Steiner Studios 
[15 Washington Ave. at Flushing Avenue in 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard, (718) 622-0731], April 
11, 6 pm. Tickets are $35. For info, visit www.
bkfashionweekend.com.

 — Michèle De Meglio

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

here’s plenty to see in and around 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 1, which 
opened its walkways, playground and 

greenspace on March 22.
The views of Manhattan are panoramic, 

the playground exhilarating and the land-
scaping urbane and satisfying. Even though 
park-goers are not allowed to use the lawns 
until the roots set — probably a few more 
weeks — early reports are positive.

“We love the playground and all the grass 
area – it’s huge!” said Cobble Hill resident 
Donna Kelly.

The park’s patrons aren’t the only ones ben-
efiting from Pier 1’s allure. Businesses near 
the entrance at the foot of Old Fulton Street 
are seeing an upswing in customers.

“It’s great for the neighborhood and it’s 
bringing in all kinds of people,” said Pe-
ter Thristino, owner of Pete’s Downtown 
restaurant across the street from the en-
trance. “I’m definitely happy to be here 
during this historic time.” (Though, Thris-
tino isn’t too happy about the hordes ask-
ing to use his bathroom, since the park 
does not provide one.)

So what, exactly, can you do at the first 
portion of what may someday be a 1.7-mile, 
$350-million strip of green from DUMBO 
to Atlantic Avenue? We’ve explored and 
did the dirty work for you — here’s a step-
by-step field guide to Pier 1:

Walking in, tree-lined concrete path-
ways careen through almost three acres 
of lawn, past the playground and up to 
sweeping views of the Manhattan sky-
line and Brooklyn Bridge.

The wide paths offer ample room for 
dog-walking, jogging around the park’s pe-
rimeter and stopping to enjoy the view.

It’s 30 feet wide, sports long rows of 

benches and it lines the Brooklyn water-
front. Do you need anything more awe-
some than that?

From this vantage point, you can use 
on-site scopes to check out the Statue of 
Liberty, the Brooklyn Bridge, or the jeal-
ous types on that other island. A massive 
flight of granite stairs — Brooklyn’s front 
stoop, if you will — bisects the promenade. 
Called the “Granite Prospect,” this stair-
way was made from steps salvaged from 
the Roosevelt Island Bridge reconstruc-
tion. Once it’s opened to the public after 
lighting and rails are installed, you’ll get 
an even more dramatic outlook point.

This kiddy park is for the real youn-
gins. It’s got a set of small swings, a couple 
plastic bubble-like apparatuses for climb-

ing, and a few turrets jutting out of the 
ground for spinning around.

It’s not the most high-tech playground 
in the world, but a rubbery platform and 
a slew of benches lining the gate makes 
this enclosed area a safe place to rest and 
let the kids romp. 

The benches, which line all the walk-
ways, the promenade and the lawn, were 
built with wood from the demolished Na-
tional Cold Storage Warehouse, which laid 
claim to the site before it was flattened.

This small pond is the beginning of 
a series of water gardens that will run 
along the entirety of Pier 1’s edge. It’s 
not much to look at yet – but designers 

say a “dramatic display of water-loving 
plants,” including swamp rose and pussy 
willow, will be planted along a creek that 
flows into the pond. Sorry, no swimming 
at the park yet!

Just outside the pier, there are several 
restaurants on Old Fulton Street that ben-
efit from the park’s customer base.

“It’s a lot more beautiful than the truck-
ing facility that was in its place,” said 
Brooklyn Ice Cream Factory owner Mark 
Thompson. “It’s great to see all these peo-
ple out so early in spring.”

But while owners agreed that the new 
lawn is gorgeous and will bring in more 
clientele during warmer months, some 
had their contentions.

“I can’t believe there are no toilet facili-
ties — now my customers have to line up 
to use my bathroom,” said Pete’s Down-
town owner Thristino. “We have to spend 
money to man the door, so people won’t 
come in just to use the facilities.”

That said, the customers of the park 
(and restaurants) are happy. On Thursday, 
Boerum Hill resident Anders Thompsen 
brought his smiling son into the ice cream 
shop — which sits on its own small pier 
adjacent to the park — for an after-stroll 
cone.

“It’s a great place to have a walk and 
a snack in the same outing,” he said, his 
son Sebastian gobbling a scoop of straw-
berry. “I can wait until more recreations 
open up.”

Oh, and the toilets will be working in 
three weeks, we’re told.

Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 1 [Old Ful-
ton Street at Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 802-0603 or (212) 803-3822]. To get 
there, take the A/C train to High Street or 
the B25 bus to the end. Less-convenient 
options include the F train to York Street, 
the M/R to Court Street or the 2/3 train to 
Clark Street. New York Water Taxi service 
will resume on June 30.

Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 1 is open  — and it’s a keeper

Sean Edward Lewis is used to doing under-
ground theater. With his ensemble Lilac Co. 
and St. John’s Theatre, he’s performed primar-
ily in a church basement in Greenpoint. 

Recent productions have brought the theater 
group above ground to Zebulon in Williams-
burg and Storefront Space in Greenpoint. That’s 

where you can see them 
in their next production, 
a work in progress about 
cops and coping called 
“Cop Piece.”

The original serial 
drama follows a beat 
cop and a detective as 
they stake out a pizza 
joint in New York. 

“It’s fun for the 
whole family — if you’re over 17,” said Lewis, 
who pulls an Orson Welles by writing, direct-
ing and starring in the production.

Of course, great theater is a mystery — one 
that was not exactly solved by the bizarre press 
photo that Lewis sent over: it showed him, 
wearing only a towel, by the side of a cheap 
motel pool. What’s up with that?

“I can’t talk about that,” said Lewis. 
“Cop Piece” runs Fridays and Saturdays in 

April, as well as May 1, at 8:30 pm at Store-
front Space (94 Norman Ave. at Manhattan 
Avenue, no phone). There is a $10 donation. 
For info, visit www.stjohnstheatre.org.

— Meredith Deliso

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 5/2/2010

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 5/2/2010

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 5/2/2010

$877
$13
Value

2
0

TH
 S

TR
EE

T

1
9

TH
 S

TR
EE

T

PR
O

SP
EC

T 
EX

PY
.

CAR WASH

7TH AVENUE

18
TH

 S
TR

EE
T

AUTO 
SPA

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 
278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN

718.369.9527

Eat TURKISH at

142 Montague St., 2nd Fl.
(bet. Clinton & Henry)
Brooklyn Heights
(718) 875-2211

Serving lunch & dinner 7 days

Turkish Culture and Cuisine in 
Brooklyn Heights

 
with free glass of wine or dessert*
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FRI, APRIL 2
THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: Pre-

sented by the Gallery Players. $18; 
$14 for seniors and children 12 and 
under. 8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St., between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 352-
3101], galleryplayers.com. 

FILM, “GANJA & HESS”: Part of the 
Bill Gunn retrospective. $12 ($8 
members). 6:50 pm and 9:30 pm. 
BAM Rose Cinema [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], www.
bam.org. 

ART OPENING, “MONSTERFACES”: 
Exhibit of works by Frank Russo. 
7–10 pm. Tattoo Culture [129 Roe-
bling St. between N. Fourth and N. 
Fifth streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
218-6532], www.tattooculture.net. 

THEATER, “TWELFTH NIGHT”: 
$15; $12 for seniors and students. 
7:30 pm. Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb and Flat-
bush avenues in Downtown, (718) 
488-1624], www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
KumbleTheater. 

MUSIC, SIMONE FELICE: $12 ($10 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

COMEDY NIGHT: Hosted by Nick 
Turner (College Humor) and Jason 
Saenz (DC Comedy Festival). Free. 
8 pm. Coco66 [66 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Franklin and West streets 
in Greenpoint, (917) 807-6045], 
www.myspace.com/coco66. 

MUSIC, SWEET PAPA: $15 donation. 8 
pm. ParlorJazz [119 Vanderbilt Ave. 
between Myrtle and Park avenues 
in Fort Greene, (718) 855-1981], 
www.parlorjazz.com. 

THEATER, “SAMUEL AND ALASDAIR 
— A PERSONAL HISTORY OF 
THE ROBOT WAR”: In an alternate 
global history, the Cold War is de-
cided by massive robot invasion. 
Among the survivors, a team of Rus-
sian radio hosts broadcast a story of 
brothers’ love drawn straight from 
the American heartland. $18. 8 pm. 
Brick Theater [575 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907-6189], www.brick-
theater.com. 

THEATER, “COP PIECE”: Serial drama 
about a beat cop and a detective 
on a stake out. $10 donation. 8 pm. 
Storefront Space (94 Norman Ave. 
at Manhattan Avenue in Green-
point), www.stjohnstheatre.org.

MUSIC, GHOST GAMBLERS: $5. 9 
pm. Spike Hill Tavern [184 Bedford 
Ave. at North Seventh Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 218-9737], www.
spikehill.com. 

MUSIC, GARY LUCAS AND BRUNO 
GALINDO: Evening of psychedelic 
guitarscapes and electronics fused 
with dramatic spoken word read-
ings. Free. 9 pm. BAM Café [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 230-4100], www.
bam.org. 

MUSIC, PIMPS OF JOYTIME: $5. 
10 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 963-

unionhallny.com. 
THEATER, “COP PIECE”: 8 pm. See 

Friday, April 2. 
MUSIC, HAITIAN MUSIC NIGHT: 

With Andrew Cyrille, Buyu 
Ambroiseenor, Lisle Aktkinson 
and Frisner Augustin. $25 ($20 
in advance). 9 pm and 10:30 pm. 
Sistas’ Place [456 Nostrand Ave. 
at Jefferson Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 398-1766], www.
sistasplace.org. 

MUSIC, “DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE 
— THE MUSICAL”: One-woman 
show that redefines fairy tale hero-
ines and asks, “Does happily ever 
after really exist?” $10. 9 pm. House 
of Yes (342 Maujer St. between Wa-
terbury Street and Morgan Avenue 
in East Williamsburg), www.house-
ofyes.org. 

MUSIC, “THE RUB”: Classics and hip-
hop party. $10 men; $5 women. 10 
pm. Southpaw [125 Fifth Ave. at 
St. Johns Place in Park Slope, (718) 
230-0236], www.spsounds.com. 

MUSIC, “REGGAE RETRO”: Blend of 
classic reggae music and pays trib-
ute to the legends of reggae music. 
$10 before 11pm, $15 until 1am. 
10 pm. Littlefield [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], www.
littlefieldnyc.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMARKET: Brook-

lyn’s answer to Union Square. 9 
am–4 pm. Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope, (212) 788-7900], cenyc.org. 

 Free. 9 am–5 
pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh 
Avenue and First Street in Park 
Slope), www.parkslopefleamarket.
com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. Noon–8 
pm. Artists and Fleas (129 N. Sixth 
St. between Bedford Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williamsburg), www.
artistsandfleas.com. 

OTHER
WALKING TOUR — BROOKLYN 

BRIDGE AND THE HEIGHTS: 
Stops include Plymouth Church, 
the AA Low Mansion and sites as-
sociated with Arthur Miller, Victoria 
Woodhull, Robert Moses and Nor-
man Mailer. Meet at the southeast 
corner of Broadway and Chambers 
Street. $15 (12 seniors/students). 2 
pm. City Hall Park [Broadway and 
Chambers Street in Manhattan, 
(212) 439-1090], www.bigonion.
com. 

FILM, “THE LANDLORD”: Part of the 
Bill Gunn retrospective. $12 ($8 
members). 2, 4:30, 6:50 and 9:30 
pm. BAM Rose Cinema [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 

See Friday, April 2. 
 Funny 

and gritty play about seven out-
spoken women who are members 
of the Brooklyn Bed-Stuy Bulls bas-
ketball team. $22 ($15 for students, 
seniors and groups of 10 or more). 
7:30 pm. Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb and Flat-
bush avenues in Downtown, (718) 
488-1624], www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
KumbleTheater. 

MUSIC, JOSH ROSEMAN TRIO, RICK 
PARKER TRIO, RYAN SNOW’S 
TRIO UNLEASHED: As part of the 
Second Annual Trombone Festival. 
$10 (suggested). 8 pm. Ibeam Music 
Studio (168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues in Gow-
anus), ibeambrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “SAMUEL AND ALASDAIR 
— A PERSONAL HISTORY OF THE 
ROBOT WAR”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
April 2. 

MUSIC, THIS FRONTIER NEEDS 
HEROES: $10. 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638-4400], www.

3369], www.brooklynbowl.com. 
MUSIC, BUFFALO SOUL: $5. 10 pm. 

Spike Hill Tavern [184 Bedford Ave. 
at North Seventh Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 218-9737], www.
spikehill.com. 

SAT, APRIL 3

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL: An-

nual blooming of the amazing Japa-
nese cherry trees. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown Heights, 
(718) 623-7220], www.bbg.org. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: 2 and 8 

pm. See Friday, April 2. 
MUSIC, NEWMINDSPACE FIFTH 

YEAR PARTY: Featuring Eclectic 
Method, B. Rich, Udachi, and Din-
gokiller. $15. 10 am–4 am. The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

THEATER, “TWELFTH NIGHT”: 3 pm. 

WHERE TO
SUNDAY 
April 4

Ace of 
‘Jacks’
There are lots of hip 
bars out there, but 
when was the last time 
you went to a 1940s 
speakeasy-style gin 
joint with a circus 
going on inside it? If 
that sounds enticing, 
check out “Swingin’ 
at Jacks,” at Galapa-
gos, which will host a 
live jazz band, swing-
ing artists, impressive 
stunts, and cigarette 
girls. There’s even a 
discount for audience 
members who wear 
their 1940s finest. 

7 pm. Galapagos Art 
Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500] Tickets 
are $25 ($20 for those in 
costume).

MONDAY
April 5

411 on 9-11
Just a few years ago, 
Daniel Libeskind, the 
German starchitect, 
was the Master Plan-
ner of the former 
World Trade Center 
site. Funny how the 
bureaucrats undid his 
grand design piece 
by piece over the 
years — yet have so 
little to show for it. 
So now, Libeskind is 
headed to Pratt to 
give what could only 
be a provocative talk 
on how the only thing 
left of his original 
vision is the 1,776-
foot height of the 
main skyscraper.

6 pm. Pratt Institute [61 
St. James Pl. between 
Lafayette Avenue and 
Clifton Place in Clinton 
Hill, (718) 636-4304].

TUESDAY 
April 6

Knish nosh
Sure, Brooklyn prides 
itself on its knishes, 
but Laura Silver — 
a.k.a. “the Knish 
Lady” — knows that 
the knishes of yester-
year are as rare as a 
good bagel or a slice 
of pizza. Silver will 
reveal this horrific 
finding at Union Hall 
in the latest “Adult 
Education” lecture, 
which always has a 
way of being enter-
taining, even when 
the topic is mashed 
potatoes inside a 
flaky crust. 

7:30 pm. Adult Education 
at Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Ave. in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400)]. 

WEDNESDAY
April 7

Bad ol’ days
You may not remem-
ber Brooklyn in the 
‘80s and early ’90s, 
but a new photogra-
phy exhibit at the 
Brooklyn Academy 
of Music is an ode to 
the dirtier, grittier 
New York. There’ll 
be photos of kids 
playing in fire 
hydrants and stills 
from that grotesque 
movie, “Kids” (which, 
unfortunately, wasn’t 
all fiction). 

6 pm. “Younger Than I’ll 
Be” at Brooklyn Aca-
demy of Music [30 Lafa-
yette Ave. between Ash-
land Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4600]. 

SATURDAY 
April 10

Put us in 
coach!
We always feel born 
again every time the 
Little Leaguers 
parade to Opening 
Day in Prospect Park. 
Even our editor, 
whose pee-wee 
career consisted of 
three hits in 30 at-
bats, loves the feel-
ing of rebirth that 
comes from the first 
warm day in spring, 
with the horsehide on 
the hill and the smell 
of hot dogs in the air 
(well, maybe it’s just 
the hot dogs).

10 am-12:30pm. Little 
League Parade (begins at 
Seventh Avenue and Car-
roll Street and moves to 
Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope).

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 7

MON, APRIL 5
 Monthly meeting. 

2 pm. Bay Ridge Community Service 
Center [6935 Fourth Ave. between 
Ovington and Bay Ridge avenues 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 833-0220]. 

TUES, APRIL 6
 7 pm. 

Mugavero Center [155 Dean St. 
between Hoyt and Pacific streets 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 625-4073]. 

 Monthly meeting. 7:30 
pm. 76th Precinct [191 Union St. 
between Henry and Hicks streets 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 834-3207]. 

WED, APRIL 7
 

Monthly meeting. Free. 7 pm. St. 
Nicholas Home (437 Ovington Ave. 
in Bay Ridge). 

THURS, APRIL 8

 Monthly meeting. 
6:30 pm. Community Board 1 
office [435 Graham Ave. between 
Frost and Richardson streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 389-0009]. 

 Monthly 
meeting. 7:30 pm. Holy Family 
Home [1740 84th St. between Bay 
16th Street and 18th Avenue in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 266-8800].
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Organic Indian Food
The Only Organic Indian Food in NYC

FREEDELIVERY
15 blocks N, W, S, E 

of the restaurant

Chef with 
35 YEARS 

experience with 
Indian cooking

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon–Sat: 1pm–Midnight

Sun: Noon–10pm

CATERING AND 
BIG PARTIES 

with discount prices

718.388.3021
513 Grand Street, Brooklyn

345 Court St. (at Union St.)
718-852-5015
Open Tues–Sun for lunch & dinner
Private party room
Free Valet Parking

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

SUNDAY, 
APRIL 3

Prix Fixe 
Dinner:
$35.95

Children 
under 12: 

$18.95

Celebrate Easter

GENERAL COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Juvederm
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY

DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

FREE
Botox 

with purchase  
of Juvederm  
Facial Filler

 Ksenia Rappoport (left) plays Elena and Elena 
Kalinina stars as Sonia in Brooklyn Academy of Music’s produc-
tion of “Uncle Vanya” from April 7-11.
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Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

TARGET FIRST SATURDAYS, 
“TO LIVE FOREVER”: 
Curator talk, art, discus-
sion, music, dance party 
and more. Free. 5–11 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org.

SUN, APRIL 4

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTI

VAL: See Saturday, April 3. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: 

3 pm. See Friday, April 2. 
 

7:30 pm. See Saturday, 
April 3. 

 Suspended 
Cirque presents a night 
of 1940s-themed dance, 
music and circus arts. 
$25; $20 for students and 
those in costume. 8 pm. 
Galapagos Art Space [16 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 222-8500], 
www.galapagosartspace.
com. 

BEL: Mixes up the tradi-
tional Django repertoire 
along gypsy swing. 9 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 

Noon–8 pm. See Friday, 
April 2. 

 9 
am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
April 3. 

MARKERS MARKET: 
Crafts and produce under 
the same roof. 10 am–5 
pm. Old American Can 
Factory (232 Third St. be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues in Gowanus), www.
communitymarkets.biz.

 
Noon–8 pm. See Saturday, 
April 3. 

OTHER
FILM, “STOP”: Part of the Bill 

Gunn retrospective. $12 
($8 members). 2 pm. BAM 
Rose Cinema [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4129], www.bam.org. 

 
Part of the Bill Gunn ret-
rospective. $12 ($8 mem-
bers). 4:30, 6:50 and 9:15 
pm. BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

 
Author of “The Ask.” Free. 
5 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529-6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

MON, APRIL 5
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTI

VAL: See Saturday, April 3. 
 

The renowned architect 
and urban designer will 
discuss his work and career. 
Free. 6 pm. Pratt Institute 
[61 St. James Pl. between 
Lafayette Avenue and 
Clifton Place in Clinton 
Hill, (718) 636-4304], www.
pratt.edu. 

 Part of the “Surreal 
World of Etgar Keret” 
series. $12 ($8 members). 7 
pm. BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

 
7:30 pm. See Saturday, 
April 3. 

CIRKUS: Variety stage 
show. $5. Galapagos 
Art Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.
galapagosartspace.com. 

GUESTS: $5. 9 pm. Jalopy 
[315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Colum-
bia Street Waterfront, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, CHICHA LIBRE: 
Mixture of Latin rhythms, 
surf music and psychedelic 
pop. 9:30 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

TUES, APRIL 6
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTI

VAL: See Saturday, April 3. 
 Part of the 

“Surreal World of Etgar 
Keret” series. $12 ($8 mem-
bers). 4:30, 6:50 and 9:15 
pm. BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

 Part of 
the Russian Film Series. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100].

FOR “THE EXILE OF GIGI 
 With Greenpoint 

author Adrienne Maria 
Vrettos. 7:30 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

 
7:30 pm. See Saturday, 
April 3. 

 Vari-
ety show hosted by Nat 
Towsen and Bob Walles. 
Free. 8 pm. The Royal Oak 
(594 Union Ave. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg), 
www.royaloaknyc.com/
royal_oak.html. 

 Featuring 
“Knish Lady” Laura Silver. 
$5. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

MUSIC, SLAVIC SOUL 
PARTY: Fiery Gypsy brass, 
soulful Balkan anthems, 
and hip-grinding American 
funk. $10. 9 pm. Barbes 
[376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com.  

WED, APRIL 7
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTI

VAL: See Saturday, April 3. 
 

Chekhov’s classic. $20-$55. 
7:30 pm. BAM Harvey The-
ater [651 Fulton St. at Rock-
well Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

TOUR, HISTORIC TROLLEY 
TOURS: Explore Green-
Wood Cemetery. Reserva-
tions are not required, but 
recommended. $20 ($10 
for Historic Fund mem-
bers). 1 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [25th St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Green-Wood 
Heights, (718) 768-7300], 
www.greenwoodcemetery.
org. 

LOVE STORY”: Part of the 
“Surreal World of Etgar 
Keret” series. $12 ($8 mem-
bers). 4:30, 6:50 and 9:15 
pm. BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

 Re-
ception. 5:30–6:30 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488-
1624], www.brooklyn.liu.
edu/KumbleTheater. 

MAILER: Author of “A 
Ticket to the Circus: A 
Memoir.” 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

 
Musical theater. 7:30 pm. 
Center for Performance 
Research (361 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Havemeyer Street), 
www.cprnyc.org. 

 Author of 
“In Pursuit of Silence”. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between South Elliott Place 
and South Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], abookstoreinbrook-
lyn.blogspot.com. 

 
7:30 pm. See Saturday, 
April 3. 

MUSIC, AQUILES BAEZ: Vr-
tuoso guitarist and cuatro 
player. 8 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

RUCKUS: Weekly Ameri-
can folk showcase. $5. 9 

pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Av-
enue and Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

AMBASSADORS: 10 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, APRIL 8
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTI

VAL: See Saturday, April 3. 

 Discover 
great ways to make your 
song come to life. Free. 4 
pm. Bedford Library [496 
Franklin Ave. at Hancock 
Street in Crown Heights, 
(718) 623-0012], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

 
Part of the “ActNow: New 
Voices in Black Cinema” 
series. $12 ($8 members). 
4:30, 6:50 and 9:30 pm. 
BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, BEAT KAESTLI: The 
Swiss-born crooner returns 
for an encore performance. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100].

 7:30 
pm. Word [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383-0096], 
wordbrooklyn.wordpress.
com. 

 
7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
April 7. 

MUSIC, DAVID GARZA: In-
fuses rock and pop with 
a Latin feel. $15. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

 8 pm. See 
Friday, April 2.  

TRIO: Jazz. $10. 9 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront, 
(718) 395-3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

FRI, APRIL 9
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTI

VAL: See Saturday, April 3. 
 

7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
April 7.  

 Part of a Jean 
Renoir retrospective. $12 
($8 members). 6:50 pm and 
9:15pm. BAM Rose Cinema 
[30 Lafayette Ave. at Ash-
land Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4129], www.
bam.org. 

 $15 
($12 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

 8 pm. See 
Friday, April 2. 

 8 pm. See 
Friday, April 2. 

BER MUSIC SOCIETY: 
Performing selections from 
Boccherini, Shostakovich, 
Paganini, Franck. 8 pm. 
First Unitarian Church [50 
Monroe Pl. in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 858-0718]. 

 8 
pm. Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.
petescandystore.com. 

 
This new work by Jennie 
MaryTai Liu is exploring 
death curses, sick jealousy, 
father anger, nationalism 

and rice harvesting. $15 
($12 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
[421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-0018], www.bax.org.

 Contemporary 
songs of social justice with 
a distinct woman’s point of 
view. $10 ($6 kids). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 
West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

THEATER, “COP PIECE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 2. 

 
Neo-soul. Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Café [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 230-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

 
Featuring DJ’s Eshin, Fig & 
Ashley, Steppo and more. 
$7 before 11pm, $10 after, 
$5 if Aries. 9 pm. Littlefield 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], 
www.littlefieldnyc.com. 

SISTERS: “Folk noir.” 9 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.
petescandystore.com. 

 Plays banjo, guitar, 
harmonica and several 
other instruments in the 
pre-war American style. 
$10. 11 pm. Jalopy [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

SAT, APRIL 10

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTI

VAL: See Saturday, April 3. 

TERY: $15 ($12 seniors/stu-
dents). 2 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue 
and 25th Street in Sunset 
Park, (718) 768-7300], www.
green-wood.com. 

PERFORMANCE
 

7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
April 7. 

 
Cynthia King presents her 
new work about animal 
cruelty. $25. 1 pm. Long Is-
land University [DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Down-
town, (718) 488-1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu.

 
New works from Cynthia 
King Dance Studio. $25. 1, 
4 and 7 pm. Kumble The-
ater at Long Island Univer-
sity [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 488-1624], www.
brooklyn.liu.edu/Kumble-
Theater. 

MUSIC, FALU: 3 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638-5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

 An interactive 
experience addressing 
men’s health issues, racial 
profiling and parental 
abandonment by Roland 
Robinson. $20. 7:30 pm. 
Brown Memorial Baptist 
Church [484 Washington 
Ave. between Gates Avenue 
and Fulton Street in Clinton 
Hill, (718) 638-6121], www.
brownmemorialbaptist.org. 

JAZZ ORCHESTRA: The 
Big Easy comes to Brook-
lyn. $25, $40. 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Center for the Per-
forming Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Campus Rd. 
at Hillel Place in Flatbush, 
(718) 951-4500]. 

MUSIC, JACOB GARCHIK 

FIEDLER TRIO: As part 
of the Second Annual 
Trombone Festival. $10 
(suggested). 8 pm. Ibeam 
Music Studio (168 Seventh 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Gowanus), 
ibeambrooklyn.com. 

 8 pm. See 
Friday, April 2. 

 8 pm. 
See Friday, April 9. 

THEATER, “COP PIECE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 2. 

MUSIC, OVER THE HILLS & 

 A night 
of music & comedy hosted 
by Mike Fiorito. $10. 9 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront, 
(718) 395-3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

 Folk 
music. 9 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302-3770], 

www.petescandystore.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS

KET: 9 am–4 pm. See Sat-
urday, April 3. 

 9 
am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
April 3. 

 
Noon–8 pm. See Saturday, 
April 3. 

OTHER

DAY PARADE: Celebrate 
the coming of spring and 
crack of the first bat as the 
Brooklyn Little Leaguers 
and their parents march 
through Park Slope, with 
the ceremonial first pitch 
thrown at the Prospect 
Park Bandshell. Free. 10 
am. Prospect Park [Seventh 
Avenue at Carroll Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-8954], 
www.prospectpark.org. 

 
Part of a Jean Renoir ret-
rospective. $12 ($8 mem-
bers). 2, 4:30, 6:50 and 9:15 
pm. BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “THE MARK OF 
ZORRO”: Silent film with 
live piano accompaniment. 
$10. 7 pm. Brooklyn Baptist 
Temple (360 Schermerhorn 
St. at Third Avenue 
in Downtown), www.
brooklynago.org. 

COPIAS” BY RACHEL 
 7–10 pm. Open 

Source Gallery [255 17th 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279-3969 or 
(917) 541-6056], www.
open-source-gallery.org. 

Eat it: Singer Moby will read from his vegetarian-
focused book, “Gristle,” at Powerhouse on April 6.

Continued from page 6

No, this isn’t some sort of Lady 
Gaga tribute.

“Monsterfaces,” a new exhibition 
at Tattoo Culture in Williamsburg, 
is a throwback to Saturday morning 
cartoons from the 1970s and ’80s, un-
derground comics and Garbage Pail 
Kids trading cards.

By the dozens, Gowanus-based art-
ist Frank Russo has crafted pop art 

heads out of plywood, brightly colored, 
psychedelic monsters with names like 
“Bride of Demon Ghoul,” a Kiss-esque, 
serpentine fright, and “Toxoid,” kind 
of like the Hulk, if he were exposed to 
radiation that melted his face. 

The pieces — one to three feet in 
height — will adorn the walls of the gal-
lery, and they will ultimately be part of 
a set of collectible art trading cards, in 

old-style wax packaging, out later this 
year through Monsterwax Inc.

So you can have your Monsterfaces 
in miniature, too.

“Monsterfaces” at Tattoo Culture 
Gallery [129 Roebling St. between N. 
Fifth and N. Sixth streets] opens Fri-
day, April 2 and runs until May 6. For 
info, visit www.tattooculture.net,

— Meredith Deliso

By Kristen V. Brown
for The Brooklyn Paper

here is barbecue, and 
then there is Fatty ’Cue 
— Zak Pelaccio’s new 

Williamsburg restaurant that 
hopes to redefine the way you 
think about barbecue.

The new eatery is a much-
delayed dream two years in 
the making — the fusion of 
Pelaccio’s well-known take 
on Southeast Asian fare prev-
alent throughout the Fatty 
franchise, and the barbe-
cue sensibilities of pit master 
Robbie Richter, formerly of 
Hill Country in Chelsea.

“The base flavors of our 
barbecue are the same as 
other people’s — you have 
your heat, your sweet, your 
smoke. We’ve just translated 
it into something more inter-
esting,” said Richter.

Here meat is smoked over 

subtler, aged oak wood in-
stead of hickory, and meats 
are rubbed with Southeast 
Asian flavors such as Thai 
chilies. The menu, comprised 
of small plates, large plates 

and sides, encourages parties 
to mix and match barbecue 
with items like the ’Cue Cru-
dite ($6) or celery salad with 
preserved cabbage ($6). 

“We engineered all of our 

side dishes to be light,” said 
chef Andrew Pressler, expel-
ling the notion that barbecued 
meats need heavy sides like 
mac and cheese. 

Pressler treated us to some 
of his sublime version of baba 
ghanoush — ringed by bok 
choy, green mango and green 
beans for dipping — plus a 
bowl of cockles with house-
smoked bacon before mov-
ing onto the masterpiece on 
his menu: Red Curry Rubbed 
Duck ($14). Banish all notions 
you have of duck: his 130-de-
gree, four-hour, 100-percent 
humidity slow-cooking method 
transforms this sometimes foul 
bird into a supremely juicy dec-
adent delight.

Fatty ’Cue  [91 S. Sixth 
Street between Bedford 
and Berry streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599-3090]. 
Closed Mondays.

— Kristen V. Brown

New BBQ joint opens in Williamsburg
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April is National Safe Digging Month.

free service

To learn more, visit: 
www.DigNetNYCLI.com

Call 1-800-272-4480 or 811, 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Dig Brooklyn?
         Then dig this…

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

DENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

ing with the city to work out 
any problems or violations.

“I don’t know what is go-
ing to happen next week,” 
said Yang. “If they are clos-
ing the whole building, even-
tually I may have to move 
out.”

Most of the building’s ten-
ants were not guests at either 
hostel. City inspectors told 
residents that it could take 
more than a year to resolve 
vacate orders and bring the 
building up to code. For now, 
these tenants are couch-surf-
ing until they can find an-
other place to live.

“We are not just backpack-
ers who can go home,” said 
one tenant who refused to 
give her name. “That was our 
home. We live there. Those 
were our apartments.”

The building is just one 
that contained what city of-
ficials estimate are dozens 
of hostels operating out of 
illegally converted ware-
houses, commercial build-

ings, and residential lofts. In 
some cases, the owner has 
launched the hostel, and in 
others, a tenant has sought 
to earn extra cash by con-
verting his apartment into 
a mini-dormitory.

The proliferation of 
hostels and illegal hotels 
has so concerned residents 
and community leaders in 
Brooklyn that state legisla-
tors are proposing four bills 
that would make it illegal to 
rent residential buildings on 
a nightly basis. 

Community leaders, in-
cluding Community Board 1 
member Ward Dennis, said 
that the vacate order was not 
surprising, given the prolif-
eration of hostels and illegal 
building conversions in the 
neighborhood. He expects 
even more evacuations in 
the near future.

“Apartments are not built 
to the same code as transient 
hotels,” said Dennis “Putting 
192 transient residents into 
a non-fireproof building de-

Continued from page 1

HOSTEL…

lican, we thought were getting 
a change and we still have a 
Republican,’ ” he said.

I’d finish typing this col-
umn, but I’m laughing too 
hard. So instead of beating 
a Republican 60-33 percent, 
as he thrashed Bob Straniere 
in 2008, McMahon will only 
win by 40,000 votes!

Besides, right now, the 
leading liberal to challenge 
McMahon in a Democratic 
primary is Steve Harrison, 
the Bay Ridge lawyer who 
lost to former Rep. Vito Fos-
sella and then lost to McMa-
hon. Harrison has $11,000 in 
his war chest, according to 
federal records. McMahon 
has $1 million.

Worse, McMahon’s Bay 
Ridge-Staten Island district 

is not one that a liberal can 
win. There’s a reason why 
Barack Obama lost the 13th 
District in 2008, why John 
Kerry lost it 2004 — and why 
Democrats couldn’t take it 
back for three decades: It is 
not a liberal district.

Better still for McMahon, 
his health care “no” has emas-
culated both of his Repub-
lican challengers — Mike 
Grimm and Mike Allegretti 
— both of whom argued that 
McMahon didn’t do enough 
to stop the bill.

In the district, McMahon’s 
“no” vote speaks louder than 
their carping.

Whatever you feel about 
McMahon’s health care vote 
— and I personally think it 
stunk — his “no” proves that 
when you strip away all the ide-

ology, all the demagoguery and 
all the posturing from both par-
ties, there’s Mike McMahon, 
standing in the clearing.

The Republicans can’t 
make a wedge out of this 
issue. And the liberals 
shouldn’t even bother.

Rep. Mike McMahon 
will meet with two Demo-
cratic clubs over the next 
two weeks. Democrats for 
Change at Union Church 
Parish Hall [8101 Ridge 
Blvd. between 81st and 
82nd streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 213-2667] on April 1; 
United Americans Demo-
cratic Club at Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church 
[7420 Fourth Ave. between 
74th and 75th streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836-9702] 
on April 8. Both meetings 
begin at 7:30 pm.

Continued from page 1

MCMAHON…

Miss New York pageant — 
but Miss Brooklyn pageant 
promoters say that shouldn’t 

Continued from page 1

MISS be a problem for Hagan, 
who’s a “smart, driven, gor-
geous” representation for the 
borough of Kings.

“She is really an amaz-
ing woman,” said Tamara 
Walker, a spokeswoman 
for the pageant. 

Hagan is taking a hiatus 
from Brooklyn College to fo-
cus on her job and community 
work — like most pageant 
winners do, Walker said — 
and said she is excited to work 
her way toward the less-cool 
title of Miss America.

signed for 20 or 30 residents 
is a recipe for disaster.”

Perhaps, but some lo-
cals were sympathetic to 
the evicted residents.

“It’s horrible!” said Ralph 
De La Rosa of Go Yoga, 
which occupies a first-
floor business space. “The 
city should be doing some-
thing else instead of vacat-
ing them in this way.”

Assemblyman Joe Len-
tol (D-Williamsburg) agreed 
and blamed the building’s 
owner for not having the 
proper zoning and safety 
requirements for his busi-
ness.

“This type of situation, 
where people are being 
kicked out on the street, 
should not be allowed to oc-
cur in the first place,” said 
Lentol.  “It’s simply unac-
ceptable.  I never want to 
see people on the street in 
my district.”

While some tenants will 
be relocated, an apoplectic 
Adriana Lee is moving back 
in with her dad.

“I can’t really process this 
right now,” said Lee. “We’re 
shoving everything into our 
Honda Accord.”

MELCHIORRE MARTINO NAME LEONARDO DA VINCI

The Bensonhurst Bambino The Florentine Finger

“Dinner for the Dinosaurs”
painting

The Mona Lisa

Light colors, all that back-
ground mess replaced with 
black and brown smudges

“Mona Lisa”
Dark colors, sweeping 
green background, 
frowning face

World War II, as a 
submarine seaman

War served in Second Italian War, 1499, 
as a military architect and 
engineer

Very popular on Bay 
Parkway

One of the greatest artists 
of all time

MONA LISA SMACKDOWN!
If Leonardo da Vinci were still alive, he’d be in the middle of a rivalry with 
Bensonhurst resident Melchiorre Martino. The 80-something painter has 
a beef with the Mona Lisa — that’s why he repainted it — but can he beat 
his rival in our first-ever Mona Lisa smackdown?

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

Look, the Mona Lisa’s 
great, but Leonardo da Vinci 
got her all wrong.

That’s at least what Mel-
chiorre Martino claims. The 
79-year-old Bensonhurst re-
tiree says that he’s improved 
on da Vinci’s so-called mas-
terpiece because he has one 
thing that the Renaissance 
legend lacked: electricity.

“See all these blacks 
and dark colors in da Vin-
ci’s ‘Mona Lisa?’ ” Mar-
tino asked. “It’s because he 
worked in the dark. If he did 
it my way, with electric lights 
in his studio, he would have 
had more color.”

So Martino spent three 
weeks with all his lights on 
and all the oil paints he could 

Bensonhurst man claims he’s done 
Leonardo one better on Mona Lisa 

 

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease is a common 
and debilitating disorder characterized by destruction 
of the lung and inflammation of the airways. It is often 
— but not always — associated with smoking, but ei-
ther way, it is the fourth most common cause of death 
in the United States and is quickly becoming the third 
most common cause of death worldwide.

Although shortness of breath, wheezing, and cough 
are common manifestations of this disorder, exer-
cise intolerance is the most significant limiting fac-
tor in an individual’s daily life. 

Pulmonary rehabilitation, a new program offered 
at New York Methodist Hospital, is a specific treat-
ment for COPD that addresses exercise intolerance 
by improving muscle strength and stamina.

The primary goal of pulmonary rehabilitation is to 
improve the efficiency of the musculoskeletal system 
so that the lungs are less stressed and can function for 
prolonged periods of time—enabling the patient to 
walk, exercise and perform regular activities.

Pulmonary rehabilitation has been shown to im-
prove three important quality of life aspects in indi-
viduals with COPD: 1) exercise capacity, 2) severity 
of dyspnea (shortness of breath), and 3) health related 
quality of life. Evidence also shows that rehabilitation 
reduces frequency of hospitalization, cost of care, 
anxiety and depression, and cognitive function.

Rehabilitation is generally safe, although screening 
for cardiovascular disease is necessary due to the in-
creased risk of a cardiac event while exercising. Individ-
uals who are eligible for pulmonary rehabilitation must 
undergo an evaluation process including cardiopulmo-
nary exercise testing in order to determine their maxi-
mum exercise capacity so that an exercise regimen can 
be determined. Additional testing during therapy may 
also be necessary to follow a patient’s progress.

For information on pulmonary rehabilitation, con-
tact the Division of Pulmonary/Critical Care Medicine 
at New York Methodist Hospital, (718) 780-5835.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

HE’S DONE IT! Bensonhurst’s own Melchiorre 
Martino has recreated (and improved, if you ask 
him) Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa! The dead 
painter had it all wrong.
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“I don’t need all that [back-
ground] stuff,” he said, grin-
ning. “Where was she stand-
ing when [da Vinci] painted it? 
We don’t know — but we do 
know that he finished part of 
the painting in one place, and 
the rest in Paris, so the back-
ground doesn’t matter.”

A smudged brown and 
black backdrop in Martino’s 
painting attests to that.

But some New York art 
world snobs beg to differ. 
Carol Krinsky, professor 
of art history at New York 
University, said the backdrop 
is just as important as the 
woman sitting in it.

“Martino has worked hard 
and produced a reasonable 
likeness of the [Mona Lisa],” 
Krinsky told The Brooklyn 
Paper. “but the background 

is all wrong — much too 
prominent, much too dark, 
and not in the right scale. It 
matters.”

She also noted that Mar-
tino made the copy of the 
“current” Mona Lisa paint-
ing, which is covered with so 

much varnish at this point that 
many of its original colors 
can “no longer be seen.”

Martino remains un-
fazed.

The “Martino Lisa” is 
just the latest instant clas-
sic churned out of the paint-
er’s Bay Parkway aerie. He 
started his craft only 15 years 
ago — inspired by one of his 
12 kids, who has cerebral 
palsy — with a panting of 
brontosauruses munching 
on greenery.

Next he moved to a re-
make of Pablo Picasso’s 
“The Dreamer,” and then 
on to more of his own work, 
which lines the walls of his 
small apartment.

He admits that on his first 
go at the brunette with the 
famously indifferent gaze, 
Martino wanted to match 
da Vinci’s light-free environ-
ment. But he wasn’t pleased 
with his first try.

Now, however, Martino 
said his new and improved 

canvas has already garnered 
attention from buyers — one 
of whom offered $15,000. But 
he doesn’t know if he wants 
to sell it. The goal is just to 
have people see it.

“This is a treat for the peo-
ple,” Martino said. “I don’t 
have much time left, and this 
is what I love to do, so why 
not?”

Then he grinned and 
added, “My mom never 
knew I could paint. Look at 
me now!”

The original.

find. The result is a far more 
vivid print, albeit one with-
out any of the background de-
tail over which da Vinci ap-
parently sweated — not that 
Martino is impressed.

— that is absurd!” said Ed 
Bahlman, who observes the 
swans daily, and has been at 
the vanguard of an ongoing 
tale of dead animals, chicken 
heads, entrails and arson that 
has kept park-goers riveted 
for two weeks.

“This swan was not mur-
dered.” 

But Bobby Horvath, the li-

censed wildlife rehabilitator 
who was called in on Friday 
to save the ailing bird, says it 
was likely a homicide.

“We suspect she was 
beaten up by other swans,” 
said Horvath, who treated 
John Boy at his Nassau 
County home during her 
final four days. “The bird 
had good bodyweight — but 
it had suffered some sort of 

Continued from page 1

SWAN…
feathered creature, fondly 
remembered John Boy as 
an assertive bird that did 
not allow her newcomer-
status to deter his desire 

for food scraps.
“She was always the first 

one swimming up to you to 
get food,” Yuen said.

Ed Bahlman, another 
swan-lover, remembered 

Continued from page 1

OBIT…[blunt] trauma.”
Trauma? Like a mur-

der?
“She had swelling in one 

leg,” Horvath continud. 
“Couldn’t walk. The ani-
mal was dirty and looked 
like it was beaten up. This 
animal’s condition was con-
sistent with other swans that 
have been beaten up by other 
adult swans.”

On Friday, Horvath be-
gan a regimen of force feed-
ing John Boy, plus treating 
her with heat and antibiot-
ics — all to no avail. John 
Boy went to the big lake in 
the sky on Monday.

But his efforts did little to 
silence the conspiracy theo-
ries from swan-lovers, who 
believe that John Boy suc-
cumbed to the putrid stew 
that resulted from dumping 
by the so-called “Butcher of 
Prospect Park.”

Several other animals — 
including a duck, an opos-
sum and turtles — have 
also turned up dead along 
the lakefront. Some have 
been murdered, others might 
have died of other unnatu-
ral causes.

“Maybe the body parts 
poisoned the water,” said Su-
san Yuen, who first alerted 
the authorities to John Boy’s 
pitiful state. “I don’t know 
why these animals are drop-
ping dead one by one.” 

Yuen first noticed John Boy 
had become unresponsive 
last Friday. 

“She took ill so fast. She 
should have an autopsy,” 
said Yuen.

That’s not going to happen 
— and not only because John 
Boy has already been cre-
mated, said Horvath, who is 
also a firefighter who was in-
volved in the eventual release 
of the coyote that stalked 
Manhattan last week.

“An animal has to be en-
dangered or threatened for 
the state to want to test it 
— or it must be a victim of 
a crime,” he said. “In my 
opinion, it didn’t meet any 
of those criteria.”

Anticipating charges 
that he is merely part of a 
cover-up, Horvath added, 
“No one is telling me what 
to say. We’re not paid, we’re 
total volunteers, no one in-
fluences my decision or in-
fluences what I say.”

For now, all Bahlman 
and other bird-lovers can 
do is speculate — at least 
until the park comes for-
ward with tests of the wa-
ter in the lake.

Still, Horvath said that 
poison seemed unlikely.

“Unless the [entrails] 
has been tampered with, it 
shouldn’t harm the animals,” 
he said. “They’re stomachs 
can handle it — and water-

fowl don’t go after bones, 
flesh and chicken heads.”

Horvath suggested that the 
weather, more than poison, 
is the likely culprit for the 
wave of animal deaths.

“All of a sudden the 
weather gets nice, then gets 
cold again — animals that are 
already weak or came out of 
hibernation too early — the 
weather will kill them,” Hor-
vath said. “And as the weather 
improves, swans start prepar-
ing to nest [and become ag-
gressive]. It’s not uncommon, 
we get injured birds around 
this time of year.”

Regardless of the cause 
of death, John Boy stands 
as the most high-profile ani-
mal to die in the midst of the 
mind-bending mystery that 
has baffled park officials for 
the last two weeks. 

It all began with a bloody 
rock by the lake, which ap-
peared to have been used as 
a chopping block.

Then, smashed turtle 
shells picked clean of flesh 
were discovered nearby. 

Later, an entire swath of 
reeds were left a charred 
wasteland in what appeared 
to be an arson.

Next, a shocking pile of 
animal guts and chicken 
heads were left by the edge 
of the lake.

Then, the dead animals 
began appearing.

her in a similar light. 
“She was a show-off,” 

Bahlman said. “When she 
came over to you, she gave 
the impression she was walk-
ing on water.”

John Boy is survived by 
Grandpa Walton and many 
human admirers.

— Stephen Brown
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ike all Brooklynites who cherish 
our limited outdoor spaces, we are 
sickened by what is happening in 

Prospect Park.
And the lack of response by our po-

lice and elected officials is equally in-
furiating.

For more than three weeks, a series 
of bizarre and increasingly violent in-
cidents have stalked the lakefront — 
from the discovery of some blood on 
the shoreline, to the slaying of turtles 
to the mysterious dumping of animal 
entrails and dozens of chicken heads 
to the arson fires. A duck and an opos-
sum also turned up dead.

The repulsive situation hit a new low 
this week when one of the park’s swans 
died, possibly as a result of the lake’s 
current status as a toxic soup bowl.

None of these incidents would have 
come to light without the efforts of a 
small band of regular park-goers, who 
have adopted the swans and other water-
fowl. Those visitors have informed the 
press, the Parks Department, the NYPD 

And the NYPD has been a non-
presence during the latest crisis. Dur-
ing that warm, summer-like weekend 
in late March, one of the waterfowl ac-
tivists alerted an officer to a major clue 
in the case — a bird-feces–filled box 
— but the officer said he couldn’t in-
vestigate because he was the only uni-
formed cop in the entire park.

One cop? Central Park has its own 
precinct!

It seems clear what needs to hap-
pen next:

the case and, if need be, stake out the 
lakefront to catch whomever is dump-
ing dead animals there.

faster and more forcefully to alerts about 
new developments in the case. 

to use that mouthpiece of his and shake 
the Manhattan bureaucracy more vig-
orously.

This disgusting outrage in our verdant 
oasis simply should not stand.

and their local elected officials — but 
only the local media seem to care.

If murder, blood, arson and death was 
stalking Central Park, it would be an in-
ternational outrage. Mayor Bloomberg 
would summon his police commissioner 
to City Hall and demand accountabil-
ity. Cops would be staked out. Water-
fowl would be treated.

In short, there would be action.
But in Prospect Park? Nothing.
One problem is that operation of the park 

itself is largely parceled out to the Prospect 
Park Alliance, which is certainly a worthy 
agency, but one that has a vested interest 
in making sure that bad news about the 
park is kept quiet, lest a main source of 
revenue — donations from wealthy resi-
dents around the park — dry up.

Three weeks of disgusting 
incidents in Prospect Park 
simply will not stand.

LETTERS

To the editor,
Your online coverage of the 

groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Atlantic Yards project was disap-
pointing — to put it mildly (“Rat-
ner breaks ground! Jay-Z cele-
brates! Others protest!” March 
11). Why would you quote sev-
eral speakers on “job creation” 
without noting that there is sim-
ply no argument that this project 
will bring a significant number 
of jobs, especially in relation to 
the perhaps as much as $2 bil-
lion in direct and indirect pub-
lic subsidies?

Certainly, given all these years 

veloping, mixed-use residential 
and commercial neighborhood. 
There was nothing noteworthy 
as far as rats or garbage.

But over the past six-and-a-
half years, under that threat of 
eminent domain, Ratner has in-
deed blighted a neighborhood 
that wasn’t.

One wonders why a man of 
the cloth would lie through his 
teeth to mouth a billionaire de-
veloper’s disgusting, self-serv-
ing talking points.

Oh, and one other thing. If this 
money-losing arena, breaking 
ground in the middle of a hous-
ing crisis, is so popular and so cru-
cial for Brooklyn and New York, 
how come out of Brooklyn’s As-
sembly, Senate and Council del-
egations, totaling 45 elected offi-
cials, only six showed up — all of 
whom with close financial and/
or political ties to the developer? 
Note that the developer did not 
enjoy the attendance of Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn, Pub-
lic Advocate Bill DeBlasio and 
Comptroller John Liu.

The answer is obvious.
 Daniel Goldstein,  

Prospect Heights

To the editor,
Regarding your recent story, 

“Blood on the water” (March 19), 
I must first say that I’ve been enjoy-
ing the sights of Prospect Park for 
decades, and am thrilled with all of 
its changes. But obviously one thing 
hasn’t changed: ritual sacrifice.

I have stumbled across count-
less scenes of ritual sacrifice 
throughout the years. Usually a 
few pieces of fruit and an empty 
rum bottle is all one finds, but I 
have also come across at least a 
dozen sights of poultry slaughter. 
There’s always a rock, always a 
pool of blood, always a burn spot, 
and usually tell-tale clumps of 
feathers nearby.

Mount Prospect and the Flat-
bush side of the park seem to be 
the areas most often used. In fact, 
on the Flatbush side it’s not un-
common to find the entire head-
less carcass of a rooster. 

Even stranger, are the carefully 
arranged pentagrams fashioned 
from pebbles and twigs within 
sight of the boathouse.

J. McLaughlin, Park Slope

To the editor,
Would the park notice if the 

entire lake disappeared over-
night? 

The penalties for harming 
wildlife, illegal dumping, and 
littering in Prospect Park Lake 
are severe. For example, the En-
vironmental Control Board pen-
alty for violations of regulation 
A16, section 56 RCNY1-04 (g)
(1) states: Molest/kill/remove/
possess animal/nest/egg, etc. is 
$1,000 for each offense.

The same fine goes for il-
legal dumping in the park and 
lake. Garbage cans, ice ladders, 
barricades, and other debris are 
routinely thrown into the waters 
without fear. Urban Park Rang-
ers and Park Police are needed to 
patrol the lakeside and without 
them visible, the lake becomes 
an easy target for ongoing van-
dalism.

It is cost effective to pursue the 
violators. Without enforcement at 
the park, many are dreading the 
consequences of the continuing 
widespread abuse and neglect.  

Anne-Katrin Titze,  
Park Slope

floor with paper for these times. 
The large ad works well for the cat 
who is most ill, since it’s a full page 
to hit. My other cat prefers target 
practice, however, and your front 
page picture of Ratner has success-
fully been targeted many times in 
both liquid and solid form, if you 
catch my drift.

I have long been a fan of The 
Brooklyn Paper, and although At-
lantic Yards coverage has been 
scant of late, this issue makes up 
for it. The cats have not had as 
much fun since we had all those 
Bloomberg ads showing up in the 
mail last fall.

 Steve de Sève,  
Brooklyn Heights

To the editor,
The Rev. Herbert Daughtry 

gave a prayer at Ratner’s Bar-
clays Arena “groundtaking” cer-
emony — and claimed that the 
project area was “rodent-infested” 
and “garbage-strewn” before Rat-
ner showed up.

Actually, before Ratner came 
along in 2003, wielding the threat 
of the state’s power of eminent 
domain to steal private property, 
the project site was a rapidly de-

how much Council Speaker Quinn 
received for her endorsement and 
how much was offered to the other 
members of the Council. Attorney 
General Andrew Cuomo, who is 
supposed to investigate corrup-
tion, has been awfully quiet.

3. The citywide media is es-
sentially worthless in uncovering 
corruption. It often benefits from 
it in advertising revenue.

4. Billionaires take care of 
their own kind first; dishonest 
billionaires help each other more 
quickly.

5. Voters in each council dis-
trict can elect one representative, 
but councilmembers from all of the 
districts can tell the people of one 
district what is good for them and 
what must be done. Local voters 
are thereby disenfranchised. One 
wonders why we vote at all.
Bob Ohlerking, Park Slope

To the editor,
Thank you for your cover photo 

of Bruce Ratner that appeared in 
the same issue as a full-page ad 
for his Barclays Center (“Dig it,” 
March 12). I have elderly cats who 
cannot always make it into the ac-
tual litter box, and I have to line the 

to explore the question, you can 
do more than simply repeat  boos-
terish claims that have no basis in 
fact. In a more general sense, you 
must also be aware that the Inde-
pendent Budget Office has deter-
mined the arena itself would be a 
money-loser for the city.

Isn’t that newsworthy, in rela-
tion to a ceremony where so much 
“public good” is promised?

There is a really awful thing 
happening in the heart of Brook-
lyn. Please cover it with more se-
riousness and depth.

 Lee Zimmerman,  
Prospect Heights

To the editor,
We have learned as a result 

of the entire Atlantic Yards fi-
asco, is that:

1. Governments, and partic-
ularly the Bloomberg govern-
ment, actively work against the 
interests of its citizens and for 
the best interests of the billion-
aire elite.

2. Elected officials can be 
bought and bought cheaply. Af-
ter all, your paper once reported 
that Markowitz received in excess 
of $40,000 from Ratner. I wonder 

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

Teen Spirit learns lesson of the road

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom was happy 
to learn that Gap Year 
University has a “study-

abroad” component.
Teen Spirit didn’t exactly 

go to Europe or South Amer-
ica. He went on a road trip 
to Texas, which is, in a way, 
a foreign country. 

There were no teachers on 
this trip. No itineraries. No 
syllabus of appropriate liter-
ature. It was, you could say, 
an independent project. Life 

was the teacher, and what-
ever happened on the way 
would surely be a life les-
son of sorts. 

On a rainy Saturday morn-
ing in March, Teen Spirit set 
off with three other friends 
in a Toyota.

“A Toyota,” Smartmom 
thought. “Oh, great.” 

After days of prepara-
tion, Smartmom was stress-
ing. She helped Teen Spirit 
make a list of what to take. 

How much money would he 
need? What was the weather 
down in Texas? Did he need 
a sleeping bag? A raincoat? 
An umbrella, for Buddha’s 
sake?

About the driving, Smart-
mom had moments of panic 
imagining a car accident on 
the Interstate (the Toyota, re-
member?). She reminded her-
self that the driver, a subur-
ban girl, is confident and has 
many miles under her belt. 
But she still couldn’t quell 
the fear that something might 
go wrong. 

And where would they 
stay? What if they happened 
upon some weird Bates Mo-
tel-type of place or decided 
to camp out in some scuzzy 
campground? 

It was all possible, but 
Teen Spirit and his friends 
were on their own, and there 
was no way she or any of 
the parents could micro-
manage this trip. That was 
the point.

Smartmom thought back 
to the trip she took when she 
was 16. She and two friends 
biked from North Carolina 
to the Appalachian Folk Life 
Festival in West Virginia. 
Her father almost didn’t let 
Smartmom go.

“It’s dangerous in the 
South,” he told Smart-
mom. “You’ve seen ‘Deliv-
erance.’ ” 

Thankfully, after much 
pleading, he let her go. Smart-
mom still can’t believe it. It 
really was potentially dan-
gerous trip: three 16-year-
old girls alone on a bike trip, 
staying at campgrounds and 
weird motels. At one place, 
the woman at the desk asked 
if they were runaways.

But it was the adventure of 
a lifetime, which built self-
confidence and many mem-
ories. Smartmom is grateful 
to this day that the late great 
Groovy Grandpa said yes.

That’s why Smartmom 

The night Teen Spirit 
left, it was raining in 
Park Slope and Smart-

mom had a panic attack while 
watching “The Crucible” at 
the Old Stone House.

“What if they’ve been in a 
car accident? What if they’re 
dead by the side of some road?” 
she thought during the play’s 
witch trial scene. Her heart 
ached for her son. She should 
never have let him go away. 

As soon as she got out of 
the show, Smartmom called 
Teen Spirit. Her panic melted 
away when she heard his 

voice on the phone.
“We’re in Kentucky,” he 

said cheerfully. “We’ll be 
stopping for the night in an 
hour or so.”

Smartmom tried not to 
think too much about Teen 
Spirit in the coming days. She 
did feel a pang when she came 
across his skinny jeans with 
the huge holes in the backside 
lying in the hallway.  

During the first week of 
Teen Spirit’s trip, Hepcat 
got a text message from his 
boy. He called Smartmom 
excitedly.

“He wrote: ‘Been to Sun 
Records, On my way to 
Graceland. Life is good.’ ” 
Hepcat told Smartmom. 

“He didn’t text me,” she 
told him. 

Still, she was delighted 
with his message. Life re-
ally is good when you’re 18 
and on the road. A few days 
later, Smartmom called Teen 
Spirit’s cellphone. 

“We’re in Austin,” he told 
her. “And we’re not going to 
that music festival in Monter-
rey, Mexico. There’s a drug 
war and it doesn’t sound like 
a good idea.”

Smartmom was relieved 
beyond words. The group 
planned to go to MtyMx a 
music festival on the heels of 
SXSW, organized by Todd P, 
an all-ages event organizer 
in Brooklyn. They were go-
ing to take a six-hour bus ride 
from Austin to Monterrey. 
But in Austin, they’d heard 
reports about drug cartels 
and the violence.

Smartmom felt relief. She 
was awed by the fact that Teen 
Spirit and his group had made 
the decision to avoid what 
was a potentially dangerous 
situation.

A few days later when Teen 
Spirit got back from his trip, 
Smartmom was away at a writ-
ers conference in Delaware. 

“The Prodigal Son re-
turned at three in the morn-
ing,” Hepcat told Smartmom 
the next morning. 

Smartmom was happy. Her 
son was back from his trip of 
a lifetime, yet another feature 
of his year at Gap Year Univer-
sity. They had trusted him and 
he rewarded their trust with 
good decision-making and a 
really good experience.

Now the big question: How 
many credits did he get?

was open to 
Teen Spirit’s re-
quest to go down 
to Austin in a 
car. She knew 
it would be a 
great adventure 
and something 
he’d remember 
for the rest of 
his life. 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, APRIL 2
 Storytime with 

Emily. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Blooming Natural-
ists Club. Learn the tools 
and make your own nature 
journals. Free. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

 Gardening work-
shop. Participants make 
their own pot of herbs to 
take home using newspa-
per, soil and seeds. Free. 
Lefferts Historic House [95 
Prospect Park West at Fifth 
Street, (718) 789-2822], 
www.prospectpark.org. 

 Learn about polli-
nation. Come find out what 
the buzz is all about. Free 
with $7.50 museum admis-
sion. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

 Arts and crafts. 
Free. Pacific Library [25 
Fourth Ave. at Pacific 
Street in Boreum Hill, (718) 
236-4086]. 

 Movie night. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

SAT, APRIL 3
 Brooklyn Heights 

Promenade Easter egg 
hunt. Free. Pierrepont Play-
ground [Pierrepont Street 
and Columbia Heights in 
Brooklyn Heights], www.
bhplaygrounds.org. 

 Story time for 
kids. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
South Elliott Place and 
South Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], abookstoreinbrook-
lyn.blogspot.com. 

 Unscrambling 
the Egg. Learn interesting 
facts about the incredible, 
edible egg. Free. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

 Science power 
hour. Learn about nature. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

SUN, APRIL 4
 Unscrambling the 

Egg. See Saturday, April 3.
 Science power 

hour. See Saturday, April 3.

MON, APRIL 5
 Learn about 

animal self-defense. Free 

with $7.50 museum admis-
sion. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

TUES, APRIL 6
 Babies and 

books. Free. Clinton Hill 
Library [380 Washington 
Ave. between Lafayette 
and Greene avenues in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 398-
8713], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

 Singalong with 
Lloyd. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WED, APRIL 7
 Storytime with Em-

ily. See Friday, April 2. 

THURS, APRIL 8
 Dance around with 

Nat. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Snake feeding. 
See what’s on the menu 
for Fantasia. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

 Nintendo Wii sports 
night. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

FRI, APRIL 9
 Storytime with 

Emily. See Friday, April 2. 
 Arts and crafts for 

teens. Free. Pacific Library 
[25 Fourth Ave. at Pacific 
Street in Boreum Hill, (718) 
236-4086], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

 Movie night. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

SAT, APRIL 10
 Park Slope Little 

League opening day pa-
rade. Free. Prospect Park 
[Seventh Avenue at Carroll 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965-8954], www.prospect-
park.org. 

 Story time for 
kids. See Saturday, April 3.

 Spring wash day. 
Learn how laundry was 
done in the 19th century. 
Free. Lefferts Historic 
House [Enter park at Flat-
bush Avenue near Empire 
Boulevard, (718) 789-2822], 
www.prospectpark.org. 

 “Ti-Oh-Oh (The Sky 
Is Getting Dark).” Puppet 
show performed by Chi-
nese Theatre Works. Free. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100].

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, email calendar@cnglocal.com763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Serving Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner 
10am—8:30pm, 7 days a week! 
 

FREE WEEKNIGHT KID’S MEAL!! 
 

Enjoy a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

Mon -Thurs 5:30p - 8:30p 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free, Daytime Entry Fee is $2.50/child 
Visit www.themoxiespot.com for More info  

Family Disco Party 
2nd Saturdays, 6pm 

Beatles Rock Band Night 
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 6pm 

Plus Fri Movie Night, Sun Bingo Night & Thurs Wii Night! 

EVENING 

Singalong,  Storytimes,  Dance Around      
1  Tu 11a    M/F 11:30a, W 1p       Th 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

½
 

March 29–April 6

April 10 & 24
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At Home 
Solutions

Homecare Services
specializing in 

Aides, RNs, LPN’s
and all therapies

718.441.6802

PERSONAL TRAINER

  or visit
www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

TUTORING

CALL ELLIE
347-276-3110

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus Pot Luck Dinner every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

JUNK YARD DIRECT

AUTOS WANTED

My car went 
to Heaven!

DONATE YOUR AUTO

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

Charity Established 1855

SPACE
RENTAL
Social or
Business 
Events
2,200 sq. ft.

Atlantic Avenue

OFFER DEFENSIVE 
DRIVING COURSE 

ONLINE
No cost to start, 
FREE website. 

Call 866-370-9864

MISCELLANEOUS

Magician & Comical Nerd

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !
To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax
Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

Find Everything You’re Looking For Right Here!!!

Place your ad in the next edtion call
718-260-2588

BOATS FOR SALE

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax

MUSIC TO THEIR FEARS
Panel approves reuse of Degraw St. firehouse
By Gary Buiso
for The Brooklyn Paper

It was a bittersweet symphony 
last week, as a decommissioned fire-
house moved ahead toward a new life 
as the home of an arts group, even 
as some neighbors of the Degraw 
Street engine company still object 
that it was shuttered by the Fire De-
partment in the first place.

By an 11-2 margin, Community 
Board 6’s Land Use/Landmarks 
Committee approved a lease last 
week for the Brooklyn Philhar-
monic, which will occupy the for-
mer home of Engine Company 204 
between Court and Smith streets.

The group will rent the space 
from the city for $1 a year for 10 
years — but the community board 
panel support was conditioned on 
the group setting aside $5,000 a 
month for building maintenance. 
The city has allocated $1.6 mil-
lion to refurbish the building for 
the Philharmonic.

That allocation was immedi-
ately seized upon by opponents of 
the deal.

“Why isn’t the city giving $1.8 

lyn Philharmonic.”
For its part, the Philharmonic 

has raised $200,000, according to 
Greg Pierson, the group’s execu-
tive director.

The BP Music Center, which could 
open as early as 2012, will house pro-
grams for public and parochial schools 
throughout the borough.

“We plan a community space 
to provide arts education classes 
and space for meetings and public 
events,” Pierson said. “Obviously, 
we can’t replace a fire station.”

The space will also be used for 
performances by a string quartet, 
but the space is not large enough 
for an orchestra, he said. 

Some committee members com-
plained that the Philharmonic is so 
cash-strapped that it had to cancel 
performances last year. But city offi-
cials said they were not worried.

“We believe we will be success-
ful,” said Donald Elliott, the vice 
chair of the Philharmonic’s board 
of directors. “But unfortunately, 
there are no guarantees.”

The full Community Board 6 
will discuss the matter at its next 
meeting at PS 32 [317 Hoyt St. 
between Union and President 
streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 643-
3027 on April 14.

Center” plan was antithetical to a 
previous position taken by the board, 
which argued that the space should 
be restored as a firehouse. 

Sones argued that the city has 
skewed priorities — handing out 
tickets and citations to everyday res-
idents and businesses, while allow-
ing an arts group to occupy prime 
real estate for $1 a year. 

Committee member Jerry Armer 
made the safety argument.

“As much as I like the Philhar-
monic, I don’t like the idea of [it] 
occupying firehouses,” he said. 
“The money could be spent better 
somewhere else — maybe saving 
another fire company.”

But member Elly Spicer approved 
of the new use, as well as the way 
the building’s facade would remain 
intact. “This is a great idea and a 
proper use of the building without 
major change.”

The city was singing from the 
same choir book.

“It is absolutely critical that the 
city support cultural institutions,” 
said EDC spokesman Josh Nachow-
itz. “Even with the fiscal crisis, we 
still support groups like the Brook-

A rendering of the remodeled 
firehouse on Degraw Street.

million to [keep open] the fire-
house?” said committee member 
Lou Sones, who added that support-
ing the Philharmonic’s “BP Music 
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Commercial/Residential

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
FREE ESTIMATES

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels

553 Union St, Brooklyn, NY 11215
Careful & considerate

Workmanship since 1959

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

SPRING SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

FIVE STAR CARTING INC.

718-349-7555

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

Very Low Prices
Full Service Fast Deliveries

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER
· From Conception to Completion

· Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules
· Construction Management - 

· Expediting Approvals & Permits  

· Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217

CARPENTRY PLUS

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured & Bonded

READY FOR SPRING?
Leave the Cleaning to Us!

DENTON CLEANING
917 796-9830
718 333-1181

TIMELESS CONSTRUCTION
AND RESTORATION, INC.
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

Celebrating 20 Years

BATHTUB REGLAZING

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

No job too big, no job too small!
Specializing in Power Failure Generators

Licensed electrician

ESTATE
PURCHASES

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

Since 1969 Father & Son
Owned and Operated

Difficult Termite Problems
– Our Specialty

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

You got ‘em, 
we get ‘em!

Call for a FREE
Consultation

1-800-BUGS-375

www.WeGetThem.com

1-800-284-7375

The

-TERMINATOR-TERMINATORXX ™

Don’t wait for an 
infestation! 

Precautionary spray 

only $25.00  
First Floor & Basement

 
With coupon • One per home or apt. • Exp. 4/30/10

COUPONCOUPON

PLUS!

Bedbug &Termite Specialists

 

 

DoneRite Drywall
Bathrooms * Kitchens

* Flooring *
Electrical * Plumbing
All Work Guaranteed!

25% Off All Work

917-496-4100

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured 

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between
www.ejmovers.com

USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

Repair, Install, Moldings,
Skim Coats

Excellent References

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

By Thomas Tracy
for The Brooklyn Paper

When it comes to wearing your 
pants, no one should tell you how low 
you can go.

So said high school students on 
Wednesday as they bashed state Sen. 
Eric Adams’s “Stop the Sag” cam-
paign — the Fort Greene Democrat’s 
attempt to get local kids to hitch up 
their drawers.

“I think what we wear is our opin-
ion,” said 16-year-old Jemel Wilson, a 
student at George Westinghouse HS, as 
he adjusted his low-hanging jeans out-
side the Fulton Mall. “People shouldn’t 
tell us what to wear.”

Fellow student Kiara Dowdye, 16, 
added that, given his position in power, 
Adams should actually be support-
ing the youths’ free speech.

“People have the right to wear what-
ever they want,” she said.

But Adams sees something more dire 
in the annoying fashion trend: Wearing 

your pants so low could one day “mor-
ally bankrupt society” he said.

That’s why he thought up the bill-
boards, which started appearing in Fort 
Greene, Crown Heights and East Flat-
bush this week. These “public service 
announcements” depict two youths with 
their pants hanging off their thighs, 
showing off the boxers. On the side 
will read phrases like “Stop the sag,” 
“You’re better than this” and “Raise 
your pants, raise your image.”

Adams said he put up $2,000 from 
his campaign coffers to pay for the 
billboards with the non-profit group 
Fully Persuaded for Children and Fam-
ilies. He hopes these messages will 
put a dent in this underwear-flash-
ing “epidemic” that was inspired 
by clothing trends in state prisons, 
picked up by hip-hop artists in the 
early 1990s, and each year seem to 
drop lower and lower.

“You can’t lead if you can’t walk 
straight — and you can’t walk straight 

with your pants down around your feet,” 
said Adams. “If our youth can’t navigate 
a belt loop, then they won’t be able to 
navigate the complexities of American 
Express and corporate America.”

In addition to the billboard cam-
paign, Adams has sent a letter to 
Schools Chancellor Joel Klein ask-
ing him to introduce a dress code “that 
prohibits saggy pants attire.”

Some kids learned the lesson with-
out help from Albany.

Jose Lopez said he used to wear his 
pants low as a youth, but the 33-year-
old said he grew out of it. As a result, 
he thought Adams shouldn’t get his 
pants in a bunch.

“It doesn’t mean anything. It’s just 
a style,” Lopez said, adding that he 
resented the placement of the bill-
boards in minority neighborhoods. 
“They should put them up everywhere. 
In Bensonhurst, the kids are doing 
the same thing.”

— with Stephen Witt

Lawmaker wants to raise pants, standards

By Michèle De Meglio
for The Brooklyn Paper

Three gutsy gals will 
spend two months riding 
their Giant Defy bikes from 
Providence, Rhode Island, to 
San Francisco to bring at-
tention to what they say is 
the need for additional af-
fordable housing apartments 
in Brooklyn’s low-income 
neighborhoods.

Wait, what?
Biking may seem like 

an odd way to plead for 
cheap apartments but Park 
Slope resident Kristie Ger-
hart, who will make the trek 
with 30 cyclists, including 
fellow Sloper Kelly Kraft and 
Ditmas Park resident Angela 
Parrotta, says it makes per-
fect sense.

While many activists take 
their protests directly to poli-
ticians and government agen-
cies, Gerhart believes the un-
conventional biking trip may 
bring more media attention to 
Brooklyn’s affordable hous-
ing crisis.

“It’s not like we’re in a 
cardboard box outside of 
City Hall,” she said. “It’s 
more lighthearted than just 
telling people that we need 
housing.”

The trip, from June 11 
to Aug. 21, is arranged by 
Bike & Build, a nonprofit 
organization raising funds 
to support the construction 
of affordable housing. The 
organization has offered 

grants to housing groups run 
by young adults and donated 
money to Habitat for Human-
ity, which builds homes for 
families in need.

Gerhart, a graphic de-
signer, can afford market 
rents — she and her boy-
friend pay $1,800 for a one-
bedroom apartment — but 
she’s interested in helping 
the less fortunate.

Gearing up for her sec-
ond Bike & Build ride, she 
must raise $4,000 for the 
cause. Last year, her entire 
team of 32 people collected 
$150,000.

Fulfilling the “build” por-
tion of the journey, cyclists 
will make pit stops in states 
like Kansas and Colorado to 
help Habitat for Humanity 
build homes.

They’ll be rewarded for 
their hard work — with a 
roof over their heads. In each 
town, church groups and 
community centers will pro-
vide meals and lodging.

“It’s amazing. Everybody 
is really great and pretty gen-
erous,” Gerhart said.

Can these Brooklynites 
really be so happy about rid-
ing 4,115 miles from June 

to August? Are there any 
drawbacks?

“I am most nervous about 
spending two months in 
Spandex and that I’ll walk 
funny after 70 plus miles 
on a bike every day,” Kraft 
worried.

Parrotta said the pain is a 
fair trade-off for being able 
to help Bike & Build create 
homes for needy families.

“A summer without bik-
ing and building is no sum-
mer at all,” she said.

Donate to Bike & Build 
at www.bikeandbuild.org.

WILL BIKE FOR HOUSING: (From left) Kristie Gerhart, Kelly Kraft and An-
gela Parrotta will bike cross-country this summer to raise money for afford-
able housing.
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State Sen. Eric Adams has started a campaign to get kids to pull up their pants!

Pol says bottoms up!


