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By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

Rap mogul Jay-Z will open the Bar-
clays Center when the under-construc-
tion $1-billion home for  the “Brook-
lyn Nets”  is completed on the corner 
of Atlantic and Flatbush avenues next 
year.

The hip hop star, who owns a very 
small portion of the basketball team, 
announced on Monday that he will 
headline the venue’s first several per-
formances during a three-week grand-
opening at the Prospect Heights arena 
in September, 2012.

Jay-Z did not say how many shows he 
would play, but vowed that the number 
would be “definitely more than one.”

“Maybe one, maybe two, maybe 
three,” said the rapper, whose real 

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s official: The New Jersey Nets 
will be changing location — and 
hopefully their fortunes — but not 
their name.

Nets executives and rap mogul Jay-
Z, who owns a very small stake in 
the team, revealed on Monday that 
the Barclays Center–bound basket-

ball team will be called the Brook-
lyn Nets.

The team’s biggest booster was 
pleased.

“As long as the name included 
‘Brooklyn,’ the rest to me was im-
material,” said Borough President 
Markowitz.

Partial team owner Bruce Ratner, 
who is developing the team’s arena at 

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Swedish artist Erik Berglin 
is turning Williamsburg into 
his own personal aviary, post-
ing colorful stickers of native 
and exotic birds on buildings, 
signs, and lampposts through-
out the area.

Berglin gravitated toward 
fowl as his artistic milieu based 

on his admiration for the animal 
which he views as a “a natural 
part of the urban life.”

“Birds are one of the only 
types of wild animals, other than 
rats, that have adapted to urban 
society and have made the city 
their own,” said Beglin.

And like his feathered friends, 
Beglin has been adapting to the 

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

The city is finally promising to 
kill a burgeoning rat infestation that 
Greenpoint residents say has terror-
ized them for two years.

Calyer Street homeowners have 
trapped and killed more than 130 rats 
over the past two years after noticing 
rodent droppings on their stoop and 
tennis ball–sized holes in their Rub-
bermaid garbage cans — even ones 
named, ironically, “The Brute.”

But when residents called 311 to 
complain, Sanitation workers instead 
issued summonses for damaged gar-
bage containers and filthy, pellet-
strewn stoops.

“The rats come by and s—t and I 
get a ticket for the s—t on my stoop 
— that’s not fair!” said homeowner 
Jeannette Mocko, who has caught 16 
rats this year alone. “[The rats] are 
running rampant in the streets, and 
the city isn’t doing anything.”

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

The beloved, but anony-
mous, author who was mugged 
in Fort Greene Park last 
week was — drum 
roll, please — Cob-
ble Hill writer Ar-
thur Phillips!

The blogosphere 
went bananas  after 
The Brooklyn Pa-
per reported  on the 
crime, but kept Phil-
lips’s identity a secret 
out of concern for repri-
sal against the best-selling au-
thor by the still-at-large Fort 
Greene gunman.

But now that a suspect has 

been caught, Phillips, author of 
“The Tragedy of Arthur” and 
“Prague,” agreed to go pub-
lic, ending Brooklyn’s great-

est literary guessing game 
since everyone tried to 

figure out how Jon-
athan Safran Foer 
could afford a man-
sion in Park Slope af-
ter writing only one 
novel.

In the week be-
tween the crime and 
the arrest, L Magazine, 

Gothamist and other lit-
erary-minded borough res-

idents couldn’t help but try 
to guess the mugged scribe’s 

JAY-Z ROCKS THE HOUSE
Hip hop star confi rms that he’ll christen the Barclays Center in 2012

name is Shawn Carter.
Nets spokesman Barry Baum said the 

exact dates have not been finalized.
There was never much doubt as to 

who the opening act would be; arena 
officials began spreading rumors that 
the “mystery” guest was Jay-Z months 
before the announcement was made.

Indeed, the world-famous entertainer 
has been marketed as the face of the 
franchise even before his was the main 
attraction at  the arena’s ground-break-
ing in 2010 . Before that, Jay-Z was the 
highest-profile member of a group of 
investors that bought a tiny portion of 
the team with developer Bruce Ratner. 
His image is now popping up on ads 
for expensive all-access passes to the 
Barclays Center.

Meet the ‘Brooklyn Nets’
Team won’t be changing surname the corner of Atlantic and Flatbush 

avenues, said he was happy that the 
name would not change, even as ev-
erything else will.

“ ‘Nets’ is a good name,” he said. 
“It’s got a whole legacy, a history. 
It’s a new arena, a new borough, but 
an old name.”

Fan reaction was mixed.
“What else would you call them?” 

said William Hill, an assistant bas-
ketball coach at the ASA Institute Rapper Jay-Z announced that 

he’ll headline the first few con-
certs at the Barclays Center when 
the arena is done next summer.
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Billyburg’s 
new fl ock
Street artist plasters the 
area with bird graffi ti

COPS: WE HAVE 
PARK GUNMAN

Bird-loving Swedish artist Erik Berglin is plastering stickers 
of various flying animals all over Williamsburg. We caught 
up with him near Bedford Avenue.
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By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops say they nabbed the Fort 
Greene Park gunman on Satur-
day — and, in doing so, hope 
they’ve ended a spree of brazen 
stickups that plagued the crime-

filled greenspace for weeks.
Police arrested 50-year-old 

Darryl Meachem at his home in 
the Ingersoll Houses, a day af-
ter he robbed an Adelphi Street 
pet shop, the last of his six al-
leged stick-ups.

Mystery victim is 
revealed: Phillips!

“Persistent police work paid 
off,” said Deputy Inspector An-
thony Tasso, the 88th Precinct’s 
commanding officer. “Sometimes 
it’s hard to catch people when they 
live so close to the park. By the 
time someone calls 911, he’s al-
ready home.”

Neither Meachem nor his law-
yer responded to messages.

The suspect’s final heist was on 
Sept. 23 at Who’s Your Doggy, a 
pet supply depot near Willoughby 
Avenue, cops said. A 30-year-
old employee said that the thug 
walked in with a gun at 10:05 
am and ordered, “Give me ev-
erything you have!” He ran off 
with $100.

Cops have been on the hunt for 
the goon since Sept. 11, when he 
ambushed a Brooklyn Hospital 
nurse near St. Edwards Street at 
3:15 pm. But it wasn’t the first in a 
series of harrowing crimes to ter-
rorize the historic oasis — officers 
arrested a different gun-toting thief 
 in the park a day earlier .

Tasso said the park pirate — 
who used a BB gun, not a pis-
tol — is responsible for at least 
six stickups, including a conve-
nience store hit that was hereto-
fore unsolved: 

•  On Aug. 17  at 9:40 am, he 
held up the brand-new Myrtle 

By Thomas Tracy 
The Brooklyn Paper

Walmart grocery stores — 
scaled-down versions of the big-
box behemoths that are currently 
under fire by many city lawmak-
ers — could begin popping up 
all over the borough without city 
approval, allowing the retail gi-

ant to quickly set up shop at a 
corner near you.

The stores, called “Walmart 
Express,” are about five times 

the size of a 7-11, yet half the 
size of a Pathmark, and could 
fit nicely into 20 cozy, urban lo-
cations currently on the market 
in Brooklyn, including:

• W. Eighth Street between 
Neptune and Surf avenues in 
Coney Island.

• Columbia Street near Ostego 

Street in Red Hook.
• Third Avenue at Sixth Street 

in Park Slope.
• Seventh Avenue between 

64th and 65th streets in Bay 
Ridge.

• North Seventh Street at 
Meeker Avenue in Greenpoint.

The Walmart next door?
Dozens of little-box ‘Walmarkets’ could soon open

BURROW HALL
‘Brute’ rats swarm in Greenpoint

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

The South Slope sex fiend has 
struck yet again.

A creep groped a woman 
near Fourth and Prospect ave-
nues last Wednesday night in 
the 11th shocking attack since 
March — a day after cops tried 

to convince exasperated locals 
that they’re doing all they can 
to nab the suspect.

In the latest incident, the brute 
groped a 29-year-old woman at 

9:05 pm, when she exited the Pros-
pect Avenue R train station. The 
victim told cops that the mon-
ster sneaked up from behind, 
grabbed her breasts and fled af-

ter she screamed.
Police describe the suspect as a 

thin 5-foot-7 man, 19- to 24-years-
old and weighing about 150 
pounds. He was last seen wear-
ing a black T-shirt, baggy dark 
jeans and a black baseball cap. 

“The victim’s description fits 
with the pattern of attempted as-

saults,” said a police source. “And 
it’s typical with the other inci-
dents. She was grabbed from be-
hind by surprise.”

The sex fiend — or fiends — 
has terrorized South Slope, Bay 
Ridge, Sunset Park and Park Slope 
for months, raping one woman 

Jeannette Mocko is appalled by all the rats near the corner of 
Calyer Street and McGuinness Boulevard — rats so big and mean 
that they’ve eaten through a garbage can called “The Brute”!
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By Sarah Zorn
for The Brooklyn Paper

They’re number one! They’re num-
ber one!

Solber Pupusas — a 12-year veteran 
of the Red Hook ballfields — brought 
the Vendy Cup back to Brooklyn last 
Saturday, trumping serious Manhat-
tan “contenders” such as Souvlaki 

GR, Sam’s Falafel, Eggstravaganza 
and Chimichury El Malecon for the 
title of  top food vendor  in the whole 
freakin’ city.

The victory was nothing short of 
confirmation that our national myth 
is, in fact, reality.

“It’s nothing less than the American 
Dream,” said Reina Bermudez, who 

makes the chicken- and pork-stuffed 
pupusas — traditional Salvadorean 
corn-patties — with her husband, Ra-
fael Soler.

The savory pies tantalized the taste 
buds of judges and attendees during 
the seventh annual street eats show-
case and cook-off on Governors Is-

Local gastro-heroes
Popular Red Hook vendors win the ‘Vendy Cup’

Reina Bermudez and her husband, 
Rafael Soler, hoist their trophy.

Another ‘sex’ attack spooks Slope

The fiend wanted for at least 
five attempted sex assaults.
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This fiend is linked to at 
least one attack.
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HORROR! COPYCAT CRIME ON F TRAIN  
SEE PAGE 2

See JAY-Z  on page 11
See NETS  on page 11

See BIRDS  on page 9

See WALMART  on page 9See GUNMAN  on page 9
See PHILLIPS  on page 9

See RATS  on page 11

See FIEND  on page 2

See VENDYS  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

New tweaks to the Prospect 
Park West bike lane will lead 
to confusion 
and crashes, 
the commu-
nity board 
that first pro-
posed the lane 
now says. 

The city 
will rejigger locations of sev-
eral crosswalk signals, mov-
ing them to new “pedestrian is-

lands” where cyclists can’t see 
them, members of Community 
Board 6 said last week before 
voting against that detail in the 

city’s bike lane 
makeover.

“Why do 
it?” said James 
Bernard, a 
longtime bike 
lane opponent 
and board 

member. “We’re supposed to 
be preserving the street’s char-
acter — and we’ve already been 

Board slams 
bike lane fi x

The board — which proposed 
the controversial bike lane as a 
traffic-calming measure in 2008 
— did ask the Department of 
Transportation for some minor 
tweaks such as rumble strips to 
alert cyclists to slow down, a 
Ninth Street drop off area re-
configuration, and more light 
signals along with raised pedes-
trian islands.

But the city went further, 
adding islands and reconfig-
ured crosswalk signals at nine 
locations, including at First, 
Fifth and Ninth streets. The 
city plan also features “cob-
blestone-edged” tree pits that, 
once built, will separate the bike 
lane from vehicle traffic, along 
with islands located about 11 
feet from the curb — much like 
the ones on Ninth Avenue be-
tween West 23rd and West 31st 

Prospect Park West will soon look like this — but even 
some bike lane supporters have some gripes about 
the relocated “Walk/Don’t Walk” signs.
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the guinea pig enough.”
And lane supporters joined 

Bernard, though for a different 
reason: The bike lane has been 

so successful in reducing acci-
dents that making changes to 
the “Walk/Don’t Walk” signs 
is “unnecessary.” See BIKES  on page 9

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
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View our 
complete course
catalog 
and register 
online at
www.bqcm.org

Brooklyn
Conservatory
of Music

For more information,     call us at
718.622.3300 or visit www.bqcm.org
58 Seventh Avenue,  Brooklyn, NY 11217

Check out our exciting new
classes for early childhood,
youth, teens & adults!
NOW ENROLL ING  FOR  OUR  FALL  SEMESTER

S O M E  O F  O U R  N E W  C L A S S E S :
� Musictales! � Music Makes Me Move � Music Play �

� Group Piano � Group Guitar � Music History �

� Songwriting � Ain’t Nuttin’ But the Blues Band �

� Rock Band � The Art of Improvisation � And more!

Available at

PET WEB EXPRESS
61 Pearl Street in DUMBO, Brooklyn

718-643-3046

Swimmin’ With
The Fishes

Aqueon 10g Deluxe Aquarium Kit
Complete with an Aquarium Set-up & Care Guide, 

Aqueon Filtration and Lighting

System:

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

Police are on the hunt for 
a robber and attempted rapist 
who attacked a woman on a 
Coney Island-bound F train on 

Copycat crime in South Slope?

and attempting to assault 
10 others. 

The ensuing fear and 
loathing prompted residents 
and local pols to  hold rallies 
in the streets , organize self-
defense classes and circulate 
“Wanted” posters alongside 
cops, who  boosted their pa-
trols in late August  after the 
 fifth attack  in the neighbor-
hood.

But residents say cops 
haven’t always been pro-
active.

Earlier this month, a 
Kensington woman told 
The Brooklyn Paper that  she 
called Crime Stoppers  after 
a man who looked like the 
South Slope suspect flashed 
her on the subway, but an of-
ficer hung up on her.

And a Park Slope woman 
who was attacked on Sept. 8 
near 12th Street and Eighth 
Avenue said  police never 
showed  up after her neigh-
bors dialed for help.

Adding to local frustra-
tion are three different po-
lice sketches for at least two 
suspects.

Police originally sought 
only one South Slope sicko 
following the first incident on 
March 20. The suspect — de-
scribed as 5-foot-7 and 165 
pounds —  attacked a 24-year-
old woman  at 11:30 pm on 16th 
Street near Fourth Avenue.

Following a series of at-
tempted rapes over the sum-
mer,  detectives released a 
second sketch  of the same 
suspect.

Cops recently began circu-
lating a third police sketch for 
a Sept. 4 incident, when a sicko 
attacked a woman near 49th 
Street in Sunset Park at 3:40 
am. She fought him off.

It was only after two at-
tacks in Park Slope on Sept. 
8 and Sept. 9  that cops an-
nounced  there was more than 
one fiend on the loose.

Deputy Inspector Raul 
Pintos, commanding offi-
cer of the 72nd Precinct, 
updated residents on Tues-
day about the police response 
— which includes night pa-
trols by auxiliary cops, un-
dercover agents and officers 

OCTOBER 15TH & 16TH, AT PIER 92, NYC

THE EVENT OF THE YEAR
FOR EXPECTANT & NEW PARENTS

Bringing together the latest products and services 

for Pregnancy, Baby and Toddler.

Plus America’s # 1 Pediatrician Dr. Harvey Karp!

Buy Tickets at:

NewParentsExpo.com

Leading Brands & Services!  Stroller “Test Drive” Track! 

Free Buggy Tune-Up!  Maternity Fashion Show!  Play Area For Little Kids!

And An Incredible Group Of Speakers! 

DR. BOB SEARS  DR. HARVEY KARP ROSIE POPEVICKI IOVINELIZ LANGE

For more info, contact Rebecca Martin,

rmartin@manhattanmedia.com, or 212-284-9732

Everything You Need From Pre-Natal To Preschool!

Tickets and Information:  NewParentsExpo.com 

Co-Author of 
The Portable 
Pediatrician: 

Everything You 
Need To Know 

About Your Child’s 
Health!

Creator of The 
Happiest Baby on 
the Block and The 
Happiest Toddler 

on the Block DVDs 
and books.

Designer of 
Liz Lange for 
Target and 

Co-Founder 
of Shopafrolic.

com

Author of The 
Girlfriends’ Guide 
to Pregnancy and 
The Girlfriends’ 

Guide to Surviving 
The First Year of 

Motherhood

Star of Bravo’s 
“Pregnant In 
Heels” and 
Founder of 
Rosie Pope 
Maternity

Making a Home for Wildlife
Waste Management is committed to protecting 

the environment and preserving 

natural resources. That 

commitment extends 

to our efforts to restore 

wildlife habitat around 

our facilities nation-

wide. Working with 

the Wildlife Habitat 

Council and local 

conservation groups, 

we have set aside over 

25,000 acres for wildlife at 

100 Waste Management 

sites — including one right 

here in New York City.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

from other precincts.
Still, many residents aren’t 

convinced that it’s enough.
“This is like theater,” said 

South Slope resident Alexan-
dra Benavente. “Police come 
here and tell us they’ve in-
creased the police presence, 
but we never see them around 

at night.”
One local critic, Bo Sam-

ajopoulos, agreed.
“Cops need to stop hand-

ing out flyers and leave that 
to volunteers, stop making 
appearances for the press 
and get out of their cars and 
into the neighborhood,” he 
said.

Pintos defended the po-
lice effort, saying he’s been 
actively working with neigh-

borhood watch groups and 
sending them e-mail updates 
on each attack.

“From the very beginning, 
every single sexual assault 
has gotten the attention it de-
serves,” he said.

Anyone with information 
on the South Slope rapists 
is asked to call Brooklyn 
Special Victims Squad at 
(718) 230-4415, not Crime 
Stoppers.

Continued from page 1

FIEND...

Wednesday night — a shock-
ing echo of a series of attacks 
that have terrified Windsor 
Terrace and the South Slope 
for six months.

The victim of the new 
attacker told cops that she 
was on the subway be-
tween the Prospect Park 
West/15th Street and Fort 
Hamilton Parkway stations 
at about 2:25 am when the 
creep grabbed her throat and 
flashed a knife.

He not only stole her purse, 
iPhone and cash, but then or-
dered the woman to remove 
her underwear before exiting 
at the Fort Hamilton Park-

way stop.
No sexual assault was 

committed.
Cops describe the sus-

pect as a stocky 5-foot-10, 
200-pound man, 40 to 50 
years old, bald and with 
scruffy facial hair. He was 
last seen wearing a maroon 
sweater, dark pants and work 
shoes.

The attack occurred in the 
72nd Precinct — where cops 
are struggling to nab at least 
 two sex fiends in a spree of 
sex attacks .

This incident appears to be 
unrelated — except in how it 
has horrified local women.

Gail Guerre, 34 of Park 
Slope, was shocked to hear 
about the subway stickup — 
especially in light of the re-
cent community rally against 
the South Slope rapist.

“I thought things would 
calm down,” she said. “I’ve 
been paranoid since the at-
tacks, trying to relearn some 
self-defense moves. I had no 
idea this was now happening 
on the train.”

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call Crime 
stoppers at (800) 577-8477, 
text 274637 and enter 
“TIP577,” or visit www.
nypd crimestoppers.com.

Cops say this is the man 
who mugged a woman 
at knifepoint on the F 
train on Sept. 21.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Na zdaroviye, Brooklyn!
Yes, another booze entrepre-

neur has seized on the Brooklyn 
name, but this father-daughter duo 
says that three things make their 
“Brooklyn Republic Vodka” wor-
thy: They’re from here, they make 
it here, and they even use the bor-
ough’s famous water.

“It’s not a bandwagon thing for 
us — it’s who we are,” said Kary 
Laskin, who lives in Park Slope and 
grew up in Starrett City. “This is my 
heart and soul.”

Laskin and her dad Gary Shokin — 
a Lithuanian immigrant taxi driver-
turned-auto shop owner, who spent 
months toiling over the perfect recipe 
— distill the vodka six times, then bot-
tle and filter their hootch in a warehouse 
near the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 

The new booze comes a year after 
filmmaker Spike Lee — who grew 
up in Brooklyn and went to John 
Dewey HS in Coney Island, but no 
longer lives here — launched Abso-
lut Brooklyn, a red apple and ginger-
flavored liquor with the image of a 
stoop on the bottle and little other 
connection to the borough.

graphic region in a trademark law-
suit. “It’s a question of likelihood of 
confusion — and it’s not black and 
white — but it would be difficult to 
argue in this case.”

A bottle of Brooklyn Republic 
Vodka — which features a black and 
gray image of the Brooklyn Bridge 
that Laskin “scribbled on a piece of 
paper” during a brainstorming ses-
sion — now goes for about $23 at 
stores such as Juice Box Wine and 
Spirits in Windsor Terrace. It can also 
be found at watering holes including 
Cherry Tree and Commonwealth in 
Park Slope, where homegrown brews 
and spirits promise to be as popular 
as the “locavore” movement.

The indie vodka makers are bet-
ting on it: Shokin gave up his busi-
ness to focus solely on the distillery; 
Laskin said marketing the liquor is 
now her top priority.

“Look, Brooklyn is ‘cool’ — I un-
derstand why people would want to 
claim it,” Laskin said. “For us, we 
just have a lot of pride about where 
we’re from.”

Juice Box Wine and Spirits 
[1289 Prospect Ave. at Greenwood 
Avenue in Windsor Terrace, (718) 
871-1110].

It also comes nine months after a 
legal battle over the name “Brooklyn 
Gin,” which raised some questions 
about local business, bragging rights 
and geographic authenticity now that 
Brooklyn is the Napa Valley of hand-
crafted distilleries. In the trademark 
case, a Miami Beach-based gin maker 
sued a Brooklyn-based distillery, 

claiming that consumers would be 
confused — an argument he’d have 
trouble making in this case, since the 
vodka has the word “Republic” in 
the title (although neither gin maker 
returned calls for this story).

Brooklyn-bred copyright lawyer 
Michael Cornman notes that it’s also 
more difficult to stake claim on geo-

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Talk about coyote ugly.
Prospect Heights artists are using 

wild animal urine to scare a gang of 
feral cats — after a reckless prop-
erty owner allowed the mangy fe-
lines to invade the block.

Dylan Thurston — a musician 
who lives with roommates on Ber-
gen Street — has doused his lawn 
with pellets of coyote pee to keep 
away the cats that have turned his 
backyard into a litter box.

More than a dozen of the cats live 
in an abandoned building next to his 
apartment near Grand Avenue — 
where they have been munching on 
garbage, attracting fleas and poop-
ing on stuff for weeks.

“I like cats — but these are filthy,” 
he said, explaining he even hung a 
mesh net to keep out the rascals.

A city spokeswoman noted it’s 
“up to the property owner” to deal 
with feral cat invasions — so when 
Thurston’s landlord failed to act, he 
searched the Internet for the back-
woods remedy.

He was also concerned that the 
extra-nasty felines would give the 
household dogs fleas.

“It’s a continuous battle,” he said, 
noting he’s now winning a mini-war 
with the cats. “I think we’re closing 
in on them.”

Coyote urine — which can be 
purchased in pill or liquid form for 
about $3 per ounce — strikes fear 
into the hearts of unwanted critters 
and even other coyotes, who bolt af-

ter recognizing its territory-mark-
ing smell.

The remedy’s effectiveness hasn’t 
been endorsed by any animal con-
trol agencies — but anecdotal evi-
dence abounds: Rural folks have long 
vouched for it, calling the method 
friendlier than trapping, poisoning 
or hose-blasting wild cats. 

It’s not just a country problem. 
Brooklynites — especially those in 
yet-to-be gentrified areas — have had 
plenty of wild cat dilemmas, like in 
the case of the Greenwood Heights 
activist who busted a pair crooks 
unloading them near his house. Or 
 the Greenpoint block  that morphed 
into a veritable bed and breakfast for 
skanky pussies, after cat lovers be-
gan to toss them scraps.

Brooklyn’s own vodka

Father and daughter founders of Brooklyn Republic Vodka Gary 
and Kary Laskin say their vodka is the best damn vodka made in 
Brooklyn. Objectively, they are right.
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Urine good company
Man employs coyote pee to stop feral cats

Dylan Thurston is using coyote 
urine pellets to scare off feral 
cats that have taken over his 
Bergen Street backyard.
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FREE
LESSON
I N  D E S I G N I N G  F O R  P R I N T

1.Files should be created using CMYK (cyan, 
magenta, yellow, black) not RGB (red, green, blue) 
color mode.
2.Black text should be 0%C, 0%M, 0%Y and 
100%K.
3.Ideally files should be designed using a vector 
based program such as Illustrator or InDesign.
4.Files should be saved as High Quality Print PDF 
files.
5.If the file is designed to bleed (print to the edge) 
than a bleed must be included. So if the finished 
size of the printed piece is to be 4” x 4” then the 
required file size with the bleed is 4.25” x 4.25” with 
all things intended to bleed extending to those 
dimensions and all things not meant to bleed be at 
least a quarter inch away from those edges.

This lesson brought to you by the good people at:

305 Atlantic Ave. Brooklyn (@ Smith St.)      
718.858.0313 Open Monday-Saturday
Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

of Brooklyn

DENTISTRY AT  
THE HEIGHTS
142 Joralemon Street, Suite 12C 
(718) 625-2116
www.heightsdentistry.com

Do you want 
straight teeth?
DISCOVER INVISALIGN
Dr. Kevin Trotter 
offers patients a 
consultation to see  
if they are a can di-
date for the break -
through tech   nology 
of straight teeth without brackets or wires. Book 
your appointment today!

#1 GARDEN
CHINESE RESTAURANT

221 Prospect Park West
(Between 16th & Windsor Place)

718-831-1795
718-832-3068

CHINESE FOOD 
DELIVERY

for South Slope & Windsor Terrace

FAST, FREE DELIVERY BY CAR

Any order $15 or over:
FREE Eggroll or  

Can of Soda

Any order $35 or over:
FREE General Tso’s 
Chicken or Three 

Cans of Soda

Any order $25 or over:
FREE Pint of Pork 
Fried Rice or Two 

Cans of Soda
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 The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First Apple 
Authorized Repair Shop!

No Appointment Necessary
168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–7 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

support@macsupportstore.com

www.macsupportstore.com 

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552

PARK SLOPE DOWNTOWN

By Alfred Ng
for The Brooklyn Paper

Greg Murjani, known to many as “Mr. Rubbish,” died 
last Friday after a severe heart attack — and his funeral 
service on Thursday was filled with tears, remembrances 
and a procession of garbage trucks.

The trucks were a tribute to Murjani’s business, Greg’s 
Express Rubbish Removal, which he founded in 1993. The 
company later became “Mr. Rubbish” — complete with 
Murjani as a grime-fighting 
superhero, in 2007.

But Murjani, 45, was be-
loved in circles far wider 
than sanitation. 

Starting his business 
while living in a van, Mur-
jani went on to become a 
true Park Slope tycoon. He 
owned a multitude of build-
ings in the area, and in 2006, 
Murjani opened the Brook-
lyn Burger Bar at the cor-
ner of Seventh Avenue and 
Ninth Street.

He also collaborated with 
K’Ori and Bar Reis and several 
other Park Slope businesses. 
In February, Murjani intro-
duced solar-powered, self-
compacting trash cans to 
Fifth Avenue.

“Those trash cans were a 
big help. It definitely allowed for keeping the streets cleaner,” 
said Irene LoRe, director of the Fifth Avenue Business Im-
provement District and the owner of Aunt Suzie’s restau-
rant. “He was just a great guy, and a real asset to the com-
munity. I was very saddened about his death.”

Murjani’s funeral was held at St. Saviour’s Catholic 
Church, where Murjani was not only a congregant, but 
also had attended school.

Park Slope’s Jews especially loved Murjani as the com-
munity’s de-facto “Shabbos goy,” a term for non-Jews who 
perform certain household chores for Jews who are for-
bidden to do anything but rest on the Sabbath.

As a result, a second memorial service for Murjani was 
held at a few blocks from St. Saviour’s at Congregation B’Nai 
Jacob on Ninth Street, which Murjani helped renovate. 

“He was always very giving and very generous,” said 
Howie, a synagogue member who declined to give his last 
name. “I remember the look on his face when he donated 
toys to the nursery school. He was such a happy guy.”

Yankee Ase, the chief financial officer of Mr. Rubbish, 
saw Murjani more as a brother than as a business partner. 
“Whenever I needed money for anything, like a wedding, or 
a bar mitzvah, he just gave it to me,” Ase said. “Any prob-
lem that I had, he was there to listen and resolve it.”

In lieu of flowers, Rabbi Shimon Hecht, who led the 
memorial, asked residents to “do good deeds” in Mur-
jani’s memory.

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

The MTA has finally 
agreed to part with its long-
vacant eyesore above the Jay 
Street subway station in 
Downtown — a move that 
could save the agency mil-
lions and speed the revitaliza-
tion of a derelict block.

The agency announced on 
Monday that it would give 
up its control over the city-
owned building at 370 Jay 
St. — and local elected of-
ficials were joyous.

“The city can finally move 
forward to transform 370 Jay 
St. into a job-creating eco-
nomic anchor in Down-
town,” said Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz. “[This will 
support] the growth of neigh-
boring Class A tenants and 
existing academic and cul-
tural institutions.”

Others expressed hope that 
the city would go through with 
a complete sale of the property 
an redevelopment as a first 
class office building.

“We hope a developer will 
come forward and the build-
ing will be used for office 
space,” said Amy Spitalnick, 
a spokeswoman for state Sen. 
Daniel Squadron (D–Brook-
lyn Heights).

Downtown real-estate ex-
perts shared their jubilation, 
though some urged the city 
to use the space to expand 
the limited space available 
to small businesses, though 

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

Fulton Ferry residents are 
slamming the city for qui-
etly turning one-way Fur-
man Street into a two-way 
thoroughfare — saying the 
change ruins plans for a pe-
destrian-friendly Old Fulton 
Street.

The Department of Trans-
portation changed the one-
mile stretch from Old Ful-
ton Street to Atlantic Avenue 
to facilitate emergency, post 
Hurricane Irene, repairs to 
the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway — but then kept 
the configuration in place 
even after the repairs were 
done in order to evaluate its 
“traffic-calming benefits” to 
the tourist-filled area near 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Borough President 
Markowitz and Councilman 
Steve Levin will fork over 
more than $1 million to turn 
the former Engine 212 fire-
house on Wythe Avenue into 
a community arts center.

“The Northside Town 
Hall Community and Cul-
tural Center will be a hub of 
activity for families and kids, 
a place where organizations 
and nonprofits can find af-
fordable office and meeting 
space, and a place for local 
artists to exhibit their work,” 
Markowitz, who will allocate 
$742,000 in taxpayer dollars 
to the cause, told us one day 
before Tuesday’s public an-
nouncement.

Markowitz, Levin (D–

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

Boerum Hill will remain a 
“small neighborhood” with building 
heights capped to prevent “out-of-
scale” development under a rezon-
ing plan approved unanimously by 
the City Council on Wednesday. 

Residents cheered the vote to 
limit building heights in a 31-block 
area, a move that will reign in new 
development in an area dominated 
by Greek revival and Italianate 
brownstones.

“We’re thrilled to preserve the 
low-rise character and tree-lined 
streets that make our neighbor-
hood,” said Howard Kolins, pres-
ident of the Boerum Hill Associ-
ation. “People move here to have 
a quality of life that stresses back-
yards and brownstone stoops.”

The rezoning sets limits on 
blocks bounded by Atlantic Ave-
nue, Warren Street, Court Street 
and Fourth Avenue. Buildings on 
side streets now have a maximum 
height of 50 feet, but commercial 

structures can rise to 70 feet.
Kolins said that he hopes the re-

zoning will encourage more com-
mercial activity and development of 
vacant lots on Third Avenue.

But some locals say the rezon-
ing had some unintended conse-
quences.

Developer Frank DeFalco, who 
owns The Invisible Dog three-story 
gallery on Bergen Street, said the 
change ruined his plans to build an-
other floor for artist living quar-
ters. 

Take the Jay train
MTA fi nally agrees to give up eyesore

it would be easier to just rent 
the property to a single large 
tenant.

“Space for businesses 
is needed in the small-size 
level or in bargain rents,” 
said legendary real-estate 
broker Chris Havens. “We 
don’t need more fancy office 
space Downtown.”

Havens said that 95 percent 
of the demand in Downtown 
and DUMBO is for space un-

der 2,000 square feet. Given 
that demand, the building 
could be cut up into dozens, if 
not hundreds, of small spaces, 
which would drive the local 
economy even more than one 
tenant could, he said.

Local officials have crit-
icized the MTA for neglect-
ing the city office building 
for years, allowing it to fall 
apart as staffers were de-
ployed elsewhere. Currently, 

the building makes a crummy 
first impression for visitors 
leaving the busy Jay Street-
Metrotech subway station, 
and  remains an eyesore in 
a neighborhood  steadily un-
dergoing a renaissance.

Concerned city boosters 
took to the streets in 2008 
to demand that the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority sell its controlling 
interest in the building — 
but the agency instead an-
nounced plans to renovate 
the building at a price tag 
of over $150 million.

But this week’s decision to 
part with the prime real estate 
comes amid continuing bud-
getary woes for the perpet-
ually cash-strapped agency. 
The MTA hopes to gain tens 
of millions of dollars from the 
lease of the building, which 
was valued around $100 mil-
lion in 2008.

“These revenues represent 
just a very small fraction of 
the MTA’s capital funding 
needs [but] every bit helps,” 
said Jeffrey Rosen MTA’s di-
rector of real estate.

The city has promised 
the MTA the proceeds from 
the sale or lease of the city-
owned building, which will 
first pay for the expensive 
relocation of MTA com-
munication equipment — a 
price tag in the tens of mil-
lions of dollars, according 
to MTA spokesman Aaron 
Donovan.

The city will then contrib-
ute whatever remains from 
the sale or lease to the MTA’s 
capital program, which funds 
major infrastructure projects 
such as the building of the 
Second Avenue subway and 
as well as the rehab of tracks 
and stations.

The MTA now says it will give up its vacant eyesore 
at 370 Jay St. in Downtown.
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Greg Murjani 
dies at 45
Beloved ‘Mr. Rubbish,’ 
trashman & humanitarian

Greg Murjani’s memorial service at a Park Slope 
synagogue featured a tribute to the man in the 
form of big sanitation trucks.
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Murjani in Feb ruary, 
when he proudly in-
stalled solar-powered 
garbage compactors 
on Fifth Avenue.
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Trouble on Furman Street
One-way conduit becomes a two-way nightmare

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

You don’t need a study to 
know how locals feel.

During rush hour, vehicles 
have barreled through pedes-

trian crosswalks to Brook-
lyn Bridge Park — and raced 
the wrong way down Furman 
Street to escape congestion. 
To make matters worse, cars 
heading west on Old Fulton 
Street, a wide thoroughfare of 
two unmarked lanes, backed 
up traffic as they tried to en-
ter a single lane on Furman 
Street — which is often lined 
with tour buses. 

Cars on Old Fulton Street 
have to stop at a crosswalk at 
Furman Street before head-
ing south, though many times 
drivers ignored the stop sign 
and nearly hit park-goers.

“The amount of traffic and 
pedestrians at the same lo-
cation is scary,” said Yevsey 
Lenchner, who lives on the 
corner of Old Fulton and Fur-
man streets. “With cars going 
35 miles per hour, something 
will happen soon.”

Pete Thristino, owner of 
Pete’s Downtown on Old Ful-
ton and Water streets, said 
that he ended the restaurant’s 
valet parking service because 
customers couldn’t wait for 
his attendant to get around 
the traffic. 

“When rush hour comes, 
it’s a horror story,” Thristino 
said. “The city needs to find a 

way to straighten this out.”
Locals and business 

owners supported plans 
announced this summer to 
make Old Fulton Street into 
a pedestrian gateway to the 
park’s Pier 1. The design in-
cluded a pedestrian plaza and 
landscaped medians  intended 
to ease traffic   and thwart 
idling tour buses. 

That streetscape was put 
on hold  last month , when 
the Department of Trans-
portation converted Furman 
Street to reduce congestion 
after heavy rains damaged 
the highway’s eastbound lane 
near Grace Court. Workers 
finished repairs last week, 
but the city quietly kept the 
yellow line down the middle 
of normally one-way, two-
lane Furman Street — pleas-
ing drivers in other neigh-
borhoods, but outraging 
those who live off Old Ful-
ton Street.

Officials will present their 
revised plans for Furman and 
Old Fulton streets to Com-
munity Board 2 next month. 
A spokesman would not give 
details, but said that the two-
way thoroughfare was sud-
denly compatible with the 
Old Fulton Street redesign.

Richard Mauro, president 
of the Fulton Ferry Business 
Association, had faith that the 
two-way street would even-
tually temper traffic.

“The city is planning for 
20 years down the line,” 
Mauro said. “The two-way 
adds access to our businesses. 
We prefer people taking mass 
transit, but we need the ac-
cessibility for cars to get 
here.”

Community Board 2 
Trans portation Commit-
tee at St. Francis College 
[180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 596-
5410], Oct. 18 at 6 pm.

Pedestrians cross heavy traffic — now made worse 
by a new two-way Furman Street — any time they 
take Old Fulton Street to Brooklyn Bridge Park.
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WILLIAMSBURG

Updates at ‘People’s Firehouse’

Greenpoint) and Assembly-
man Joe Lentol (D–Green-
point) pledged to set aside 
$1.25 million of your money 
to Northside organizers in 
September to pay for exten-
sive renovations.

But now, public officials 

have the money in hand and 
the allocations will cover 
more than half the cost of 
the plan that  Levin said  would 
become the “center of North 
Brooklyn civic life.”

The government grants 
will buoy a round of private 

fundraising that has raked 
in nearly $250,000 for the 
center, including $75,000 
from this month’s Taste of 
Williamsburg Greenpoint 
event.

The firehouse has been 
vacant since 2003, when 
Mayor Bloomberg closed 
the station , claiming nec-
essary budget cuts .

Residents strongly op-
posed the closure and staged 
lively demonstrations, one of 
which resulted in eight ar-
rests. Many of those same 
activists are the behind the 
transformation of the three-
story firehouse.

Upon completion, the 
building will serve head-
quarters for Neighbors Al-
lied for Good Growth and 
the People’s Firehouse.

Borough President Markowitz and Councilman Steve 
Levin  (pictured) have committed big bucks to the ren-
ovation of the former firehouse on Wythe Avenue.
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BOERUM HILL

Building heights are capped
Two years ago, the specter of new 

developments — such as the just-
opened  360 Smith condo in Car-
roll Gardens  and the Atlantic Yards 
project — galvanized residents to 
push for  the zoning change .

Other brownstone neighbor-
hoods including Brooklyn Heights, 
DUMBO, Cobble Hill, Fort Greene, 
Clinton Hill, Park Slope, and Car-
roll Gardens already had similar 
height restrictions.

“We were the last neighbor-
hood to do this — we were the or-
phaned blocks,” Kolins said. “But 
it’s worth it to everyone to keep 
Boerum Hill feeling like a small 
neighborhood.”

Boerum Hill residents pushed 
for a rezoning to block sup-
posedly out-of-scale buildings 
like this one on Smith Street in 
neighboring Carroll Gardens.
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I was framed at the factory outlet!

767 Third Avenue (at 25th St)

888-711-2215
FrameItInBrooklyn.com 
info@FrameItInBrooklyn.com

Frame It In Brooklyn

We’ll give you 
reason to smile!

Signature Smile
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

718-246-5677

www.yoga-people.com 718-522-9642
yoga people/Brooklyn Heights

Never Tried Yoga Before?

Absolute
Beginner’s
Course

4 Sundays or
4 Thursdays.
$100 - 4 classes

Reduce stress. Boost your metabolism.
Increase your flexibility. Pre-registration required.

10% OFF
clip this

ad

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

DENTISTSDENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

JEWELS BY SATNICK
187 State St. (between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421
Open Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat 11am-5pm

 License #1272660

WE’RE BUYING!
TOP DOLLAR PAID ON THE SPOT

It’s so easy to convert your unwanted gold 
jewelry and other gold items into quick cash. 
Call us toady for and appointment or come in 

and we will buy your items on the spot.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

An armed gunman who 
police say  is responsible 
for recent robberies  in Fort 
Greene struck a Fulton Street 
deli and an Adelphi Street 
pet shop in his last acts as a 
free man, cops said.

On Sept. 21 the thug en-
tered the Smoke Shop near 
Fort Greene Place at around 
10:36 am, pulled a gun 
weapon and demanded cash, 
cops said. A minute later, the 
robber fled with $250.

Two days later, the same sus-
pect entered Who’s Your Doggy 
near Willoughby Avenue at 
10:05 am waving a gun.

“Give me everything you 
have!” he yelled, prompting a 
worker to give him $100.

Cops arrested their 50-year-
old suspect the next day.

Four play
A quartet of muggers 

jumped a man on Waverly 
Avenue on Sept. 18 — swip-
ing his cellphone and $60.

The 21-year-old victim 
told cops that he was near 
Willoughby Avenue at 11:15 
pm when the one of the jerks 
pushed him down, screamed, 
“Shut up and keep your mouth 
shut!” and then punched him 
in the face.

The goons fled and the 
victim was taken to Brooklyn 
Hospital for a cut cheek.

Big shot
Two strangers with a gun 

mugged a man on Vanderbilt 
Avenue on Sept. 18 as he took 
a stroll with a friend.

The 34-year-old victim 
told police that he was near 
Lafayette Avenue at 9:50 pm 
when one of the perps ap-
proached and said, “Do you 
wanna get shot?” 

The victim said that he 
heard a gun being cocked, 
so he handed over his wallet 
and the $200 inside it. The 
bandits later used the man’s 
credit card to purchase Met-
rocards.

Pro player
A thief stole a MacBook 

from a Hanson Place museum 
over the Sept. 16 weekend. 

An employee of the Mu-
seum of Contemporary Af-
rican Diasporan Art near S. 
Portland Avenue told cops that 
she left her shiny laptop on a 
desk that Friday night, but it 
was gone when she returned 
for work on Monday.

No love
Two touchy-feely crooks 

Crime is out of control
 POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

bear-hugged a woman and 
then glommed her iPhone 
on Greene Avenue on Sept. 
20.

The 32-year-old victim 
told cops that she was near 
Vanderbilt Avenue when 
one of the scoundrels em-
braced her from behind and 
the other said, “I love you,” 
before plucking her mobile 
from her pants pocket.

Silver bullet
Twin thieves robbed a 

Pratt student at gunpoint on 
Gates Avenue on Sept. 20, 
scoring an iPhone, Prada 
wallet and cash.

The 22-year-old victim 
told cops that he was near 
St. James Place at 1 am when 
the perps came up from be-
hind and one brandished a 
silver gun and demanded, 
“Empty your pockets!”

The jerks fled with $100, 
credit cards, a Metrocard, 
Pratt ID and keys.

Gun shy
A gun-toting bandit stole 

an iPhone on DeKalb Ave-
nue on Sept. 19.

The 29-year-old victim 
told cops that he was near 
Carlton Avenue at 9:19 am 
when the outlaw bumped 
into him, brandished a sil-
ver handgun and ordered, 
“Give it up! Give it up!”

The man did as told.

Knock, knock
A burglar struck two 

apartments in a Washington 
Avenue building on Sept. 21 
— waking one would-be vic-
tim from her slumber.

The 21-year-old victim 
told police that she was asleep 
at her residence near Gates 
Avenue when a stranger 
walked in.

“Who are you?” she 
asked.

The intruder replied, “It’s 
just me,” and exited the front 
door.

Hours later, a man in 
the same building reported 
that his rear bedroom win-
dow was open and his rings 
were gone.

Train pain
Two marauders slugged 

a man and stole his iPhone 
as he entered the Clinton-
Washington G train station 
on Sept. 21.

The 23-year-old victim 
told cops that he was near 
Lafayette Avenues at 7:20 pm 
when the duo attacked.

One of the thieves knocked 
his head and said, “Be cool, 
be cool,” while the other 
snatched the mobile from 
his pockets.

Ski trip
Two men with ski masks 

and black handguns robbed 
a woman on Gates Avenue 
on Sept. 23.

The 24-year-old victim 
told police that she was near 
St. James Place at 12:05 am 
when the jerks ambushed her 
and one of them yelled, “Give 
me your s—t! Don’t tell any-
one or I’ll shoot!”

They seized her purse — 
containing a cellphone, iPod 
and Massachusetts driver’s 
license and fled.

Welcome home
A prowler ripped the purse 

from a woman on St. James 
Place on Sept. 24.

The 34-year-old victim 
told cops that she had entered 
her building near Lafayette 
Avenue at 12:05 am when 
a stranger with white cloth 
over his face grabbed her bag 
from behind.

She tried to fight off the 
creep, but he scratched her 
hand and scored the satchel 
before fleeing on a red moun-
tain bike.

The 40-something sus-
pect got away with her col-
lege textbooks, sweater, and 
gym clothes.

Phone haul
A sneaky thief yanked 

a man’s iPhone on a Man-
hattan-bound C subway on 
Sept. 21.

The victim told police 
that he was near the doors 
at 11:55 am when the train 
pulled into the Clinton-Wash-
ington stop. That’s when a 
stranger plucked his mobile 
and fled.

Bad reception
A fleet-footed crook stole 

a woman’s iPhone on Flat-
bush Avenue on Sept. 22.

The 32-year-old victim 
told cops that she was near 
Atlantic Avenue at 10 pm 
when the perp snatched the 
mobile from her hand and 
vamoosed.
 — Kate Briquelet

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Prying eyes
A 37-year-old man was 

arrested on Sept. 21 after 
he allegedly tried to break 
into Future Green Studios 
on Third Street.

Cops said that they found 
the thief trying to pry open a 
window at the building be-

tween Bond and Hoyt streets 
just before 8 am. When they 
asked him what he was do-
ing, the suspect allegedly 
claimed that he was trying 
to recover some clothes he 
left inside the building the 
night before.

Sticky fingers
Crooks swiped purses, 

wallets, and handbags from 
three unsuspecting victims 
in Carroll Gardens and Red 
Hook this week. Here’s the 
rundown:

• A thief swiped a leather 
handbag off a table inside 
Frankie’s Bar and Restaurant 
on Court Street on Sept. 23 
as its owner stepped outside 
for a smoke.

The victim exited the res-
taurant between Fourth Place 
and Luquer Street for few mo-
ments at 11:30 pm when it 
disappeared — along with 
the $80, iPhone, and credit 
cards inside it.

• A goon snagged a wallet 
from a baby stroller inside 
Carroll Park on Sept. 21.

The new mom was tend-
ing to her baby on the Smith 
Street side of the park at Pres-
ident Street when witnesses 
said a man talking on his 
phone scooped the wallet 
up as he passed.

• A crook canvassing the 
Ikea on Beard Street grabbed 
a bag left on the floor by a 
51-year-old man exploring a 
selection of dishwashers at 
around 11:30 am.

— Thomas Tracy

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Girl gang
A vicious gang of eight 

women attacked a 46-year-
old lady along a desolate 
part of Second Avenue on 
Sept. 25.

The victim told cops that 
she was near Ninth Street at 
around 8 pm when the aggres-
sive octet swarmed and at-
tempted to steal her bag.

When the would-be victim 
resisted, the thieves fled.

Phone boned
A thief swiped an iPhone 

right out of a man’s hand on 
Fifth Avenue on Sept. 24.

It’s become the most 
common of street crimes in 
Brownstone Brooklyn: The 
man told police that he was 
between Douglass and De-
graw streets at around 1:30 
am when the thug leaped out 
of nowhere and swiped the 
mobile device.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

77TH PRECINCT
Prospect Heights

Poke ya
Two thugs with a gun stole 

a belt — a really fancy one 
— from a teenager on Pacific 
Street on Sept. 20, but they 
didn’t get much chance to 
model it for their friends.

The 14-year-old victim told 
cops that he was near the Mc-
Donald’s at Underhill Avenue 
at 2:30 pm when the jerks sur-
rounded him and one pulled 
out a knife and said, “I’ll poke 
you!” while the other flashed 
a black handgun.

They then snatched the 
poor kid’s $350 BB Simon 
belt and ran away.

Cops arrested a pair of 
17-year-old suspects two 
days later.

My Glock!
A thief snatched a gun 

from a car on Underhill Av-
enue on Sept. 21.

The victim told cops 
that he parked his maroon 
2003 Chevy Impala near 
Dean Street at 1:30 pm, 
and came back three hours 
later to discover that some-
one had busted his passen-
ger-side door and taken his 
40-caliber Glock pistol and 
a pocket knife.

iCrook
A jerk stole a fancy cell-

phone from a man on Carlton 
Avenue on Sept. 22.

The 30-year-old victim 
told cops he was talking 
on his iPhone near Dean 
Street at around 9:30 pm 
when a crook ran up from 
behind, grabbed the phone 
and sprinted away.

Bummed baller
A quick-moving jerk 

swiped a wallet from a man 
on Park Place on Sept. 19.

The 22-year-old victim 
told cops that he left his pants 
— with a wallet inside — at 
the edge of a small park near 
Vanderbilt Avenue at 4 pm, 
then went to play ball. He 
came back an hour later, put 
on his pants and discovered 
that his wallet was no longer 
in the pocket.

Washington run
A jerk jacked a cellphone 

from a lady on Washington 
Avenue on Sept. 25.

The 27-year-old victim 
told cops that she was near 
Lincoln Place at 2:15 pm 
when a man snatched the 
iPhone from her hand.
 — Natalie O’Neill

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

High times
Gun-toting thugs mugged 

a woman leaving the deso-
late subway exit on Red Cross 
Place on Sept. 23.

The victim told cops that 
she was leaving the High 
Street subway station via 
the quiet eastern exit at 10:55 
pm when two armed men ap-
proached and said, “Give us 
everything you got.”

The woman complied, 
handing over $200, her iP-
hone and credit cards.

Gang land
A knife-wielding gang 

robbed a man on Fulton 
Street on Sept. 22.

The victim told police that 
he was near Hanover Place 
at 4 pm when the six thugs 
surrounded him, f lashed 
their knives and demanded 
his cash.

The man gave up his phone, 
Metrocard and a watch.

Home alone
A burglar stole a trea-

sure trove of electronics 
from a Clinton Street home 
on Sept. 22.

The occupant told po-
lice that she left her apart-
ment between State Street 
and Atlantic Avenue at 9:30 
pm. When she returned at 11 
pm, she found that the front 
door was unlocked — and 
her laptop and two cameras 
were missing.

Secret garden
Two thugs broke into an 

apartment on Garden Place 
and made off with $450 on 
Sept. 21. 

The occupant told cops 
that she was inside her home 
between State and Joralemon 
streets at 11:45 am when she 
heard her front door slam. 
She told cops that she ob-
served two men leaving the 
building, and later discovered 
that the cash, her wallet and 
a phone were missing.

Gem heist
Jewel thieves pilfered a 

Dean Street home between 
Sept. 15 and Sept. 18.

The resident told police 
that she left her house for 
three days only to return 
and find that $3,275 in jew-
elry was missing.

Safety first
Thieves stole cash — and 

a safe — from a Court Street 
bagel store on Sept. 24.

It is unclear when work-
ers left Court Street Bagels 
for the night, but a surveil-
lance camera revealed that 
the thugs entered the shop 
between Amity and Con-
gress streets, at 12:06 am, 
taking $800, along with the 
$250 safe.

Workers discovered the 
crime when they showed up to 
make the bagels hours later.

Tool job
Thieves broke into a 

Bridge Street construction 
site on Sept. 19 and stole 
enough tools to stock a small 
hardware store.

The men were captured 
on camera entering the site, 
between Plymouth and Wa-
ter streets, at 6:15 am. They 
left around 6:50 am, towing 
$4,230 in tools.

oyPhone mania
Two more fancy iPhones 

were swiped from Down-
town residents in back-to-
back grabs:

• A thief stole one phone 
on Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion on Sept. 19, grabbing it 
from the victim as she neard 
Willoughby Street.

• One day later, another 
thief stole a woman’s phone 
on Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion near the Myrtle Prom-
enade at 10:15 pm.

Cooked
A thief stole a purse from 

a woman’s stroller on Fulton 
Street on Sept. 19.

The victim said that she 
was shopping at Cookies, 
which is between Nevins 
Street and Hanover Place, at 
2 pm when she noticed the 
purse she had left in her baby 
stroller was missing.

Bus bump
A pickpocket ruined a 

woman’s day on Fulton Street 
on Sept. 20.

The victim told police that 
she was waiting for a bus near 
Hoyt Street at 4:50 pm when 
her wallet was swiped.

Subway steal
A thief stole a man’s wallet 

at the Borough Hall subway 
station on Sept. 23.

The victim said that was 
sleeping in a Utica Avenue-
bound 4 train idling at the sta-
tion around 5:40 am when a 
man grabbed his wallet and 
fled.

Purse snatch
A thief stole an unattended 

purse on Water Street during 
the last day of the DUMBO 
Arts Festival on Sept. 25.

The owner told cops that 
she left the purse near Wash-
ington Street at 1:30 pm and 
returned four hours later to 
discover that someone in the 
throngs of thousands of art 
fans had taken it.
 — Daniel Bush

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Phone snatch
A perp took a woman’s 

phone near her Meserole 
Street building on Sept 22.

The victim was enter-
ing her residence at 7 pm, 
when the perp approached 
and grabbed her iPhone be-
fore bolding toward Hum-
boldt Street.

Razor’s edge
A thug mugged a woman 

with a razor blade in front of 
her Meserole Street apart-
ment on Sept. 21.

The victim entered her 
building at 8:45 pm — and 
the perp entered behind 
her, waved a razor and said, 
“Hand over your bag!”

He took the bag and fled 
on an orange bike down 
Leonard Street.

Bag job
Two thieves stole a bag 

from a woman inside her 
Bedford Avenue lobby on 
Sept. 19.

The woman entered her 
apartment building near S. 
Fourth St. at 9:15 pm when 
the perps approached her and 
attempted to pull off her bag. 
One of them punched her 
in the face while the other 
grabbed the purse and ran 
out the door.

Phone tip
A thief stole a phone from 

a woman while she was walk-
ing and talking on Havemeyer 
Street on Sept. 20.

The victim near S. Fourth 
Street at 7:20 pm when the 
perp approached her from 
behind, snatched her phone 
and ran away.

VCR blues
A thief stole a microwave 

and a VCR from a Union Ave-
nue apartment on Sept 24.

The tenant left his place 
near Scholes Street at noon, 
but when he returned five 
hours later, he saw his door 
was unlocked and his stuff 
was missing.

xBox xtracted
A thief stole a video game 

system and a computer from a 
Montrose Avenue apartment 
on Sept. 23.

The tenant left his apart-
ment near Graham Avenue 
at 9:30 am and returned at 
6 pm to find his stuff gone.

Photo finished
A thief stole a $2,500 cam-

era and four lenses from a 
car on S. Sixth Street on 
Sept. 21.

The driver parked near 
Berry Street at 8 pm, and 
returned an hour later.
 — Aaron Short

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Bike jerk
A thief on a bicycle 

mugged a man inside her 
Roebling Street building 
on Sept. 22.

The victim was walking 
into his building near N. 11th 
Street at 12:45 am when the 
perp followed her into the 
lobby, flashed a knife and 
said, “Where’s your phone? 
Give me your bag!”

The victim gave up her prop-
erty and the thief biked away.

Trio brio
A thug and two accom-

plices robbed a man on N. 

Sixth Street on Sept. 21, but 
cops collared their suspects 
soon afterwards.

The victim was near Dri-
ggs Avenue at 10:40 pm when 
one perp approached him and 
threatened, “Give me your 
cell and wallet or else I will 
kill you.”

Another perp added, 
“Give it to us or I will cut 
you,” prompting the victim 
to comply.

But cops say that all three 
perps were apprehended a 
block away.

Europa erupts
A perp and his accom-

plices beat up his victim on 
the dance floor of a Mese-
role Avenue club on Sept. 19, 
cops said.

The victim was dancing 
at Club Europa at 3 am when 
the perp allegedly pushed 
him. That’s when the perp’s 
friends surrounded the vic-
tim and started punching and 
kicking him, breaking his jaw 
and collarbone.

He left the club near Man-
hattan Avenue, went home, 
and called an ambulance.

From behind
A thief stole a woman’s iP-

hone near the Lorimer Street 
train station on Sept. 20.

The victim was near Met-
ropolitan Avenue at 6:30 pm 
when the perp approached 
her from behind and took 
her phone with force.

Driggs grab
A thief stole a woman’s 

iPhone while she was sitting 
on a Driggs Avenue stoop 
on Sept 22.

The victim was near 
Eckford Street at 8:30 pm 
when the victim walked up, 
grabbed the phone and fled. 
She gave chase, but could not 
catch up.

Dog nab it
A thief stole a computer 

from a Bedford Avenue apart-
ment on Sept. 21.

The tenant left the apart-
ment near N. Seventh Street 
at noon to walk her dog, 
but when she returned 
two hours later, she saw 
that her rear window was 
open and her computer was 
missing.
 — Aaron Short

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge-Dyker 

Heights

Jewel snatch!
A thief busted into an 

88th Street home on Sept. 
22 and made off with $5,600 
in jewelry.

The victim told cops that 
she left her house between 
Battery Avenue and Parrot 
Place at 9:55 am. 

When she returned about 
five hours later, she noticed 
that her front door was bro-
ken and her collection of 
gold rings and pendants 
was gone.

Sneak thief
A sly perp sneaked through 

an open window at a house on 
Bay Ridge Parkway on Sept. 
22 and stole an XBox, lap-
top and two watches.

The victim told cops that 
she left the house between 
Third and Fourth avenues at 
around 10 am and returned 11 
hours later to find her bed-
room window open and the 
electronics missing.
 — Dan MacLeod
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Dear muffins
Thousands of costume-clad rugrats will 

march proudly down Third Avenue on Sat-
urday for the 45th annual Ragamuffin Parade, 
Bay Ridge’s pre-Halloween tradition.

“Ragamuffin” doesn’t mean ratty — it just 
means home-made — 
and the six little ones 
with the best hand-
crafted costumes will 
receive a brand new bi-
cycle. 

“Last year, there was 
a little boy dressed as 
a Good Humor truck, 
with his little head pop-
ping out of where you 

get the ice cream,” recalled Marie Lane, who 
has served as vice president of the Ragamuf-
fin Committee for 12 years. “Anyone can buy 
a store-bought costume, but for Ragamuffin 
Parade parents really make their children look 
special.”

Ragamuffin Parade begins at Our Lady 
of Angels [337 74th St. at Third Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 307-7855], Oct. 1, 11 am.
  — Juliet Linderman

PA R A D E

This year’s Brooklyn Academy of Music’s 
“Next Wave Festival” — which showcases 
avant-garde music, dance and theater — is 
about innovation.

The lineup focuses 
“new ideas and dis-
coveries” in order to 
enthral theatergoers 
by combining medi-
ums or reimagining 
technology. Over-
all, the festival of-
fers a glimpse into 
the future of perfor-
mance art.

Behold, “Brook-
lyn Babylon,” a big 
band-style jazz opera with projected anima-
tion — painted live onstage — that tells the 
emotionally charged, apocalyptic tale of the 
tallest tower in the world.

Or “Haze” (pictured), a Chinese piece that 
explores the tension between the past and the 
future.

Or consider John Malkovich’s, “The Infernal 
Comedy,” a creepy-clever musical about a serial 
killer character who offers a blunt confession 
— backed by a booming operatic aria.

Such shows don’t offer the glossy accessi-
bility of Broadway’s “The Addams Family” 
or “American Idiot” — but, just like Brook-
lyn, the festival is a little unorthodox.

“This is why we exist,” said BAM Executive 
Producer Joe Melillo. “We take chances.”

Next Wave Festival at Brooklyn Academy 
of Music (30 Lafayette Ave. at St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene) and the BAM Harvey (651 
Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene), 
through Dec. 18. For info, visit www.bam.org 
or call (718) 636-4100. — Natalie O’Neill

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

T
here’s a new Giant among us.

Quirk-rocker Jonathan Coul-
ton has been anointed a spiri-

tual godson of Brooklyn’s legend-
ary They Might Be Giants — by no 
less a divine authority as Giant’s co-
founder John Flansburgh, who pro-
duced Coulton’s new album, “Arti-
ficial Heart.”

The offspring couldn’t be more 
pleased.

“They Might Be Giants have been 
a big influence on me for years” said 
Coulton, who is currently on tour 
with the Giants. “They’re such great 
entertainers, and everything they do 
is so much fun. I’ve always admired 
how they color outside the lines. And 
they have a particular talent for cre-
ating songs that are funny but also 
terribly sad, which I love.”

Flansburgh’s handiwork is appar-
ent from the first notes of the first 
song, “Sticking It To Myself,” an 
up-tempo number that opens with 
a Giants-like saxophone and ac-
cordion riff, and blisters through 
a tale of how success doesn’t en-
sure happiness.

The album also contains what may 
be the greatest pop song of 2011: “Je 
Suis Rick Springfield,” which imag-
ines what 1980s singer Rick Spring-
field would say — in poor French — 
if he was trying to pick up women in a 
bar in Paris by reminding them of his 
album, “ Working Class Dog, ” But his 
French is so bad that they don’t un-

derstand why a dog would 
be wearing a tie in the 

first place.
“Artificial Heart” 

— Coulton’s first 
full-band studio 
effort — is timed 
to raise the former 
computer program-
mer’s profile beyond 
geek rock into a roil-
ing marketplace 

that has tradi-
tionally dis-

missed “funny” singers. Indeed, Rick 
Springfield sold a lot more records 
than Fountains of Wayne does.

“This interview is over,” Flansburgh 
said over prime rib hash at Keen’s 
Chophouse the other day (he paid). 
“I do not accept the word ‘quirky.’ ”

OK, goofball.
“The world is filled with attrac-

tive young singers who will be look-
ing for other jobs in a few years 
because they take themselves so 
seriously to be anything but flavor 
of the month,” he said. “There are 
many acts, like Jonathan, that find 
a big audience even though some 
critics dismiss them.”

Audiences have certainly found 
Coulton, who is one of those creative 
types whose talent seeps into popu-
lar culture, yet never receives suf-
ficient credit. If you know Coulton 
at all, it’s likely from his song “Still 
Alive,” which is played over the end 
credits of the video game “Portal.” 
Mock if you will, but that means that 
the song has been heard more times 
since 2007 than every song by the 
Rolling Stones — combined.

Another classic, “Code Monkey,” 
an unrequited love song set at a tech 
company, has been viewed by seven 
million people in at least  two You-
Tube videos .

Coulton burst onto the “scene” 
(such as it is) during his incredible 
 “Thing a Week” podcast  for which he 
wrote and recorded an original song 
every week between September, 2005 
and August, 2006 (albeit with four 
covers). The project featured musi-
cal sketches about dating, work, and 
family life that established Coulton as 
the poet of Modern Put-Upon Urban 
Man. The song about his new daugh-
ter, for example, was  called “You Ru-
ined Everything.”  And a catchy song 
about being a loser provides the score 
in Coulton’s personal Game of Life: 

 “Me, 0, Big Bad World, 1.” 
The pinnacle, of course, was the 

now-legendary Bigfoot-Leon-
ard Nimoy  love song, “Under 
the Pines.”  Neither Bigfoot nor 
the host of “In Search Of…” is 
mentioned by name in the Ea-
gles-esque ballad, but the audi-
ence — geeks! — will get the joke 
long before the sad narrator sends 
his flame a “big bag of suet.”

And the message is universal: isn’t 
everyone in search of connecting with 
another being (preferably human)?

“People hear something funny 
in a song and then lump it in 
with funny songs, but my 
funny songs are not 
knock-knock jokes,” 
Coulton said. “A 
song like ‘Under 
the Pines’ is com-
pletely goofy, 
and still emo-
tionally stir-
ring enough 
to matter 
to some-
one.”

Next? ‘Next’!
F E S T I VA L

Scary folks
Here’s a bedtime story that might just give 

you nightmares.
The Irondale Center is hosting the PigPen 

Company’s Fringe Festival-award–winning 
production of “The Nightmare Story” — a 

modern twist on classic 
fairy tales that draw out 
the darkness in these 
age-old stories.

Just in time for Hal-
loween.

“It’s not like a 
haunted house to scare 
the audience, but it is 
dark,” said PigPen 
member Arya Shahi, 
who helped form in 

2008. “We’re dealing with what a nightmare 
is, and why it scares us.”

The play follows a small boy who sets out on 
a journey to find a cure for his coma-stricken 
mother, who suffers from chronic nightmares. 
But on his journey, the mom’s nightmares come 
alive to haunt him. 

The subject matter is certainly sinister, but 
Shahi said it’s still safe for the kiddies.

“It works really well with kids,” he said. 
“Maybe not 5-year-olds, but definitely 8.”

“The Nightmare Story” at Irondale Cen-
ter [85 S. Oxford St. between Lafayette and 
Greene avenues in Fort Greene, (718) 488-
9233], Oct. 5–28. For info, go to www.iron-
dale.org. — Dan MacLeod

T H E AT E R

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

THIS WEEK ON WATER STREET...

46¢ Wings
$3 Coors Lite Drafts
$10 Burger & Brew
9 LCD & Big Screen TVs

Free WiFi, trivia games, prizes, and more!

MONDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL

OCTOBER 3RD

Indianapolis Colts  
vs Tampa Bay Bucs

Restaurant & UnderWater Lounge

66 Water St. in DUMBO 718-625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

Introducing La Piazza Pizzeria 
to Windsor Terrace

ROMAN STYLE PIZZA AT ITS BEST!  
By the Slice, Half Pies (13” x 17”),  

and Full Pies (17” x 25”). 

LA PIAZZA PIZZERIA
229 Prospect Park West

(near Windsor Place) Windsor Terrace
718-499-0006

www.lapiazzapizzeria.com

AN OFFER 
YOU CAN’T 
REFUSE

Eat In, Take Out, or Free Local Delivery to 
Park Slope & Windsor Terrace

Save 20% with this ad!

is now open!

(between Bond & Nevins Streets)

1-347-799-2155
Visit us on the web at 383barandgrill.net

Visit us on Facebook and Twitter!

Join us Friday, October 6 for

Every Friday Night: 

Join us for

Monday–Friday, 5 pm–8 pm
Draft and well drinks half price!

383
BAR and GRILL

Hair apparent!
Coulton is the new quirk-rock master

To buy “Artifi cial Heart,” visit 
www.jonathancoulton.com.

M U S I C

P
ho

to
 b

y 
B

es
s 

A
d

le
r

Rocking the ‘stache: “Quirky” pop tunesmith Jonathan Coulton is a spiritual heir to They 
Might Be Giants and Fountains of Wayne. (Pictured left) They Might Be Giants (Williams-
burger John Flansburg) will play Prospect Park this Saturday.
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To fully understand the quirk-rock genius of Jonathan Coulton, you have to pull out the slide rule, and a few old LPs, and use our handy, patent-pending Algorhythm:

Take the crunchy hooks and 
the songs about weird topics 
like “Santa’s Beard” from They 
Might Be Giants’s “Lincoln” …

Add the square root of 
Nick Lowe’s “Pure Pop 
for Now People” …

Subtract the kiddie-
friendly pop tunes of 
They Might Be Giants’s 
“No” …

Add some of the pop 
sensibility of Fountains 
of Wayne’s eponymous 
first LP … 

And you get Jonathan 
Coulton’s “Articifical 
Heart.”

– ++ =

BREAKING DOWN JONATHAN COULTON
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crafts, and furniture. 8 am–6 pm. 
PS 321 [180 Seventh Ave. between 
First and Second streets in Park 
Slope, (917) 991-7807], www.park-
slopefl eamarket.com. 

SMORGASBURG: A gastro-centric 
marketplace from the people be-
hind Brooklyn Flea. 9 am–5 pm. 
(East River between N. Sixth and N. 
Seventh streets in Williamsburg), 
www.smorgasburg.com. 

TAG SALE: New and used items. Free. 
9 am–5 pm. Cadman Plaza (101 
Clark St. between Henry Street and 

Cadman Plaza West in Brooklyn 
Heights).

FLEA MARKET: Clothing and refresh-
ments. Free. 9 am–4 pm. Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Spirit [8117 Bay 
Pkwy. at 82nd Street in Benson-
hurst, (718) 837-0412]. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: More than 100 
vendors. 10 am–5 pm. (176 Lafay-
ette Ave between Clermont and 
Vanderbilt avenues in Fort Greene), 
www.brooklynfl ea.com. 

TRILOK ARTIST MARKET: 10 am–6 
pm. See Friday, Sept. 30. 

FRI, SEPT. 30
FARMERS MARKET: Fresh fruits and 

veggies and reasonable prices. 
Free. 8 am–4 pm. Coney Island 
Hospital (Ocean Pkwy. between 
Shore Road and Avenue Z in Coney 
Island), www.nyc.gov/hhc. 

TRILOK ARTIST MARKET: Peruse 
clothes, artwork, jewelry and hand-
crafted items. 10 am–5 pm. [143 
Waverly Ave. between Myrtle and 
Park avenues in Fort Greene, (646) 
643-0302/(646) 750-5672]. 

MUSIC, TALUJON PERCUSSION: 8 
pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. at 
Third Avenue in Downtown, (212) 
219-8242], www.roulette.org. 

THEATER, “BROOKLYN UNDER-
GROUND — THEATRICAL STO-
RIES FROM GREEN-WOOD CEM-
ETERY”: Original play performed 
by the Artful Conspirators. $20. 8 
pm. Green-Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in Sunset 
Park, (718) 768-7300], www.green-
wood.com. 

SAT, OCT. 1

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
COFFEE BARK: FIDO offers free 

goodies for dogs and their owners. 
Free. 7–9 am. Prospect Park Picnic 
House (West Drive at Third Street 
in Park Slope), www.prospectpark.
org. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “BROOKLYN UNDER-

GROUND — THEATRICAL STO-
RIES FROM GREEN-WOOD CEM-
ETERY”: 3 and 8 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 30. 

MUSIC, BURLAP TO CASHMERE: Al-
ternative folk-rockers perform. $12. 
8 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL 

GREENMARKET: 8 am–6 pm. 
[Court and Montague streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (212) 788-7476], 
www.grownyc.org. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 8 am–4 pm. [70 
N. Seventh St. between Wythe and 
Kent avenues in Williamsburg, (917) 
301-5765], artistsandfl eas.com. 

GREENPOINT/MCCARREN PARK 
GREENMARKET: 8 am–4 pm. 
[Union Avenue between Driggs 
Avenue and N.12th Street in 
Greenpoint, (212) 788-7476], www.
grownyc.org. 

FORT GREENE PARK GREENMAR-
KET: 8 am–4 pm. [Washington Park 
between DeKalb and Willoughby 
avenues in Fort Greene, (212) 788-
7476], www.grownyc.org. 

GREENMARKET: Fresh seafood, 
baked goods, and seasonal fruits 
and veggies. Free. 8 am–3 pm. 
Parking Lot- Walgreens Pharmacy 
[Third Avenue at 95th Street in 
Bay Ridge, (212) 788-7476], www.
grownyc.org. 

PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: Peruse 
antiques, collectibles, vintage, 

OTHER
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: FIDO 

presents the Coffee Bark, with ba-
gels, hot chocolate and homemade 
pastry — along with the blessing of 
dogs. Free. 7–9 am. Prospect Park 
Picnic House (West Drive at Third 
Street in Park Slope), fi dobrook-
lyn.org. 

BROOKLYN BREWERY BLOCK 
PARTY: The fi rst green street fes-
tival including activities on how to 
install and plant a green roof; work-
ing with worms; outdoor yoga class 
and how to reuse rain water. Free. 
11 am–5 pm. Brooklyn Brewery (N. 
11th St. between Wythe and Berry 
streets in Williamsburg), www.
greenhomenyc.org. 

CHILE PEPPER FESTIVAL: Features 
eight bands from chile-loving re-
gions; the hottest goodies from 
chocolatiers; local farm stands with 
salsas, pickles and other red-hot 
treats. $15 ($10 seniors; $10 stu-
dents; free, children under 12). 11 
am–6 pm. Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[900 Washington Ave. at Eastern 
Parkway in Crown Heights, (718) 
623-7200], www.bbg.org.

RAGAMUFFIN PARADE: Get out your 
costumes and let the fun begin. This 
year’s six winners will be presented 
with a bike. Marches begin traveling 
up Third Avenue at 1 pm to the the 
HSBC parking lot located on 92nd 
Street and Third Avenue. Free. 
11 am–3 pm. Our Lady of Angels 
[337 74th St. at Third Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 307-7855]. 

HEALTH, YOGA: Meditation follow-
ing yoga classes. Open to all levels. 
Bring your own water, mats and 
towels provided. Free. Noon–1 pm. 
Sacred [197 Clifton Pl. between 
Franklin and Bedford avenues in 
Clinton Hill, (347) 715-4112], www.
sacredbrooklyn.com/kids. 

SENIOR IDOL: Contestants 50 young 
and older compete for the title of 
Senior Idol in this Fifth annual con-
test. $15 (includes fi ve raffl e tickets). 
8 pm. Xaverian HS [7100 Shore Rd. 
at 71st Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
238-6044]. 

ANDREW DICE CLAY: The come-
dian returns home for a trademark 
raunchy show. $39.50. 8 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. 
in Coney Island, (718) 449-8497], 
www.diceinbrooklyn.com.

SUN, OCT. 2

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “BROOKLYN UNDER-

GROUND — THEATRICAL STO-
RIES FROM GREEN-WOOD CEM-
ETERY”: 3 pm. See Friday, Sept. 30.

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
September 30

Yee-haw!
Grab your cowboy 
hat and hightail it to 
Hank’s bar for the 
Brooklyn Country 
Music Festival for a 
lineup that includes 
Megan Palmer, 
Smoky & the Bandit 
2: Electric Boogaloo, 
Michaela Anne and 
JP & The Gilberts. If 
you can’t catch the 
first-night action, the 
festival continues all 
weekend long.

9 pm. Brooklyn Country 
Music Festival at Hank’s 
Saloon (46 Third Ave. at 
Atlantic Avenue in 
Boerum Hill). For info 
visit hankssaloon.com. 

SATURDAY
October 1

One spicy 
fiesta
Fire up your taste 
buds because this 
year’s Chile Pepper 
Fiesta at the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden is hot-
ter — and sweeter — 
than ever. Stop by the 
“Chile-Chocolate 
Wonderland” at the 
Osborne Garden to 
sample chocolate con-
fections from 13 choc-
olatiers, including 
Tumbador Chocolate 
owner Jean-Francois 
Bonnet (pictured).

11 am-6 pm. Chile Pepper 
Fiesta at the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [900 
Washington Ave. between 
Empire Boulevard and 
Eastern Parkway, (718) 623-
7200]. Tickets, $15, for stu-
dents and seniors, $10. For 
info, visit www.bbg.org

SUNDAY
October 2

Let’s Antic!
Brooklyn’s best 
street festival the 
Atlantic Antic returns 
for the 37th year, to 
pack the one-mile 
stretch of Atlantic 
Avenue between 
Hicks Street and 
Fourth Avenue with 
more than 500 pur-
veyors slinging 
crafts, clothes, eth-
nic foods and every 
fried thing you can 
think of — plus two 
outposts by Japa-
nese clothing com-
pany UNIQLO. 

Noon-6 pm. The Atlantic 
Antic [Atlantic Avenue 
between Hicks Street 
and Fourth Avenue, (718) 
243-1414]. For info, visit 
www.atlanticave.org.

THURSDAY
October 6

Cookies 
good
Who loves Melissa 
Clark (pictured) more 
than us? No one, so 
you know we’ll be on 
hand as this Brooklyn 
foodie extraordinaire 
— and hard-drinkin’ 
broad — hosts a read-
ing of her new book, 
“Cook This Now — 
120 Easy and Deli-
cious Dishes You 
Can’t Wait to Make” 
at Greenlight Book-
store. Want to get on 
Clark’s good side? 
Bring whiskey.

7:30 pm. Melissa Clark at 
Greenlight Bookstore, 
[686 Fulton St. between 
S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200], 
greenlightbookstore.com. 

SATURDAY
October 8

Def-inite 
fun
Brooklyn-bred hip 
hop star Mos Def 
will join the Brooklyn 
Philharmonic for a 
musical mash-up at 
this year’s Restora-
tion Rocks festival in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
Expect perfor-
mances from Idle 
Warship and 
Pharoahe Monach, 
among others.

8 pm. Mos Def and the 
Brooklyn Philharmonic at 
Restoration Plaza [1368 
Fulton St. at Marcy 
Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 363-
6900]. Free. For info, visit 
www.bphil.org. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

MON, OCT. 3
Community Board 6 Executive 
and Budget Committee. On the 
agenda: Fiscal year 2013 capital 
and expense budget. 6:30 pm. 
Cobble Hill Community Room [250 
Baltic St. between Court and 
Clinton Streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
64303927], www.brooklyncb6.org. 

TUES, OCT. 4
Community Board 2 Economic 
Development and Job Creation 
Committee. Monthly meeting. 6 
pm. Long Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 596-5410], cb2k@nyc.rr.com. 

WED, OCT. 5
Community Board 2 Health, 
Environment and Social Services 
Committee. Monthly meeting. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Hospital [121 DeKalb Ave. at 
Ashland Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
596-5410], cb2k@nyc.rr.com. 

Community Board 1. Combined 
public hearing and board meeting. 
6:30 pm. Swingin’ Sixties Senior 
Center [211 Ainslie St. at 
Manhattan Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 389-0009], 
cb1brooklyn.org. 
Community Board 10 Pedestrian 
Safety Select Committee. Review 
of Department of Transportation 
pedestrian safety plan for 86th 
Street and Fourth Avenue. 7 pm. 
CB 10 office [8119 Fifth Ave. 
between 81st and 82nd streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 745-6827]. 

THURS, OCT. 6
Community Board 10 Zoning and 
Land Use Committee. On the 
agenda: Sidewalk cafe at Maria 
Louisa and Paneantico. 7 pm. CB 10 
[8119 Fifth Ave. between 81st and 
82nd streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745-6827].
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FREE  

with this ad

Antonio’s Pizza
 

(near Carlton Avenue)
Delivery to Park Slope & Prospect Heights

718-398-2300

The BIG CHEESE Of FLATBUSH AVENUE

View our menu / Order online AntoniosBrooklyn.com

37th Annual

SUNDAY OCTOBER 2ND
12PM – 6PM RAIN or SHINE

EAT IT AT THE ANTIC. WALK IT OFF ON ATLANTIC.

Produced by

Sponsors Media Sponsors

For the complete Atlantic Antic event schedule, visit

www.AtlanticAve.org
Presented by

Brooklyn’s LARGEST Street Festival

Live Music, Food from Around the World

Live Performance Stages
Up and Down the Avenue

New York Transit Museum
 18th Annual Bus Festival
(Corner of Boerum Place)10 on the Kids Block between 

MAGICIAN’S LAB

SC
IENCE

SC
IENCE

CARMELOCARMELO
The

F EL LOW ‘S
F EL LOW ‘S

Biggers’ bang: Sanford Biggers, seen here with his piece, “Blos-
som,” is the subject of a mid-career retrospective called “Sweet 
Funk — An Introspective,” running through Jan. 8 at the Brooklyn 
Museum.
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$35 ($25 Museum Members/$10 Student Rush)
Children Under 12 FREE!
Tickets include admission to the museum

Purchase tickets at OSLmusic.org  

or call 212.594.6100 

B R O O K L Y N 
M A G A Z I N E

ST. LUKE’S CHAMBER ENSEMBLE

Brooklyn Museum
200 Eastern Parkway

Saturday, October 15th at 2PM

KINDRED SPIRITS
BEETHOVEN, BRAHMS and SCHUMANN
Music sparked by friendship and admiration

“...polished, vibrant and inspiring.”
The New York Times

Fresh pasta  
made on premesis 

every day!

Produzione Pasta Fresca – Ristorante – Caffè

142 Montague Street, Brooklyn
Tel: Fax: 718-643-6311

www.ohmypasta.com

Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

BRUNCH
SPECIAL

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN & LATIN CUISINE

All U Can Drink
Mimosa, Bellini, 
Bloody Mary, 
Screwdriver 
plus coffee

$10.50

148 5th Ave (at Douglass St)
718-623-9152

$5 Margaritas
ALL DAY LONG!

The program is available to Con Edison residential electric customers who live 
in one-to-four unit homes. Refrigerators and freezers must be in working condition, 
owned by the resident, and must be a minimum of 10 cubic feet in size, using inside 
measurements. JACO Environmental is the Con Edison contractor responsible for pick 
up and recycling of refrigerators and freezers. Limit two units per residential address.

$50
REBATE

$100
A YEAR 

ON ENERGY

SAVE UP TO

Your freezer or old, working second fridge can cost a lot to run. 

If you don’t use it often, call the Green Team and we’ll recycle 

it for free. You’ll save money and energy, get a $50 rebate, and 

help keep harmful materials out of landfills. 

To schedule a FREE weekday or Saturday  
pick up, call 1-800-430-9505 or visit  
conEd.com/greenteam 

Get $50 For Recycling  
Your Freezer or Old Fridge

NEW: Rebate increased to $50 and now accepting freezers.

NEW REBATE: 

GET $50 BACK

NOW ACCEPTING FREEZERS

By Thomas Tracy 
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t’ll be the most entertain-
ing Philosophy 101 class 
you’ve ever sat through.
The sagacious writings 

of Plato, Bodhidharma, 
Karl Marx, Rene Des-
cartes, Friedrich Neitzsche 
and Ayn Rand have been 
dumbed down, stuffed into 
comic book panels and put 
on stage in “Action Philos-
ophers!”, a laugh-out-loud 
comedy smashing its way 
into Williamsburg’s Brick 
Theater on Oct. 6, where 
history’s truth-seeking gu-
rus are turned into super-
heroes. 

The theatrical conceit is 
sound: After all, one funda-
mental truth is that people 
pay more attention to bar-
rell-chested guys in Spandex 
and capes than reed-thin in-
tellectuals in tweed blazers 
with elbow patches.

In “Action Philosophers!” 
— based on the graphic novel 
with the same name — Plato 
battles the shadows of per-

ceived reality dressed as 
a mask-sporting Mexican 
wrestler. Neitzsche is the first 
“Superman” — although he’s 
still the depressed God killer 
we all know and love — and 
Bodhidarama searches for 

self-enlightenment dressed 
as a Kung-Fu master.

Back in 2005, comic co-
creators Ryan Dunlavey and 
Fred Van Lente began won-
dering what historical fig-
ures would look like if they 

were action figures. Van 
Lente realized that philos-
ophers would look pretty bad-
ass (or should we say their 
outward image would mir-
ror their perceived image) 
— and get more respect — 
if they were dressed up like 
superheroes.

“At the time I was reading 
a lot of Neitzsche for fun … 
that’s how I roll,” Van Lente 
said. “We decided to turn all 
of his life and thoughts into 
a crazy mini-comic that you 
would find with the action 
figures.”

But they didn’t stop at 
Neitzsche. They kept go-
ing, boiling down the lives 
of 30 philosophers — among 
them Francis Bacon, David 
Hume and Heraclitus (re-
member him? You would 
if, as in the graphic novel, 
his hair was on fire).

 The play, which premiered 
at the Brick for a limited run 
in June, brings together all 
types, from comedy fans to 
comic book geeks to philoso-
phy students, said Van Lente’s 
wife, Crystal Skillman.

“We get fans of the book, 
fans of the theater and fans 
of a certain philosopher,” she 
added. “We even have people 
rooting for Ayn Rand.”

“Action Philosophers!” at 
the Brick [575 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Union Av-
enue and Lorraine Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 907-
6189], Oct. 6–16. Tickets, 
$18. For information, visit 
 www.bricktheater.com .

A Plato smash!
‘Action Philosophers’ to hit the stage next week 

Super heralds: Monks C.L. Weatherstone, Ryan Andes and Joseph Mathers 
prepare for the arrival of Bodhidharma in “Action Philosophers!” Performances 
run at the Brick Theater from Oct. 6-16. (Pictured left) Karl Marx is played by 
Joseph Mathers.
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Plato
Student of Socrates who spent his days smash-

ing the shadows of our perceived reality so he 
could find (and beat up) the forms that pro-
jected those shadows. Was sold into slavery 
after calling King Dionyius a tyrant — then 
went on to create the first college in the west-
ern world. (Plato pictured bottom)

Bodhidharma
Kung Fu master who in-

vented Zen Buddhism in the 
sixth century. Believed that 
one could gain inner peace 
through wall gazing and pon-
dering riddles with no an-
swers, such as “What is the 

sound of one hand clapping?”

Karl Marx
A thinking man’s Rambo. 

The son of a lawyer who 
sparked revolutions with his 
writings on class struggles 
and his belief that, “What the 
bourgeoisie produces above 
all is its own grave-diggers.” 

Founder of Marxism and socialism.

Rene Descartes
Considered the father of 

modern philosophy who lit-
erally didn’t believe his eyes — 
or anything else that couldn’t 
be proven by ironclad reason. 
Doubted that he actually ex-
isted, but died of pneumonia 

anyway while tutoring the Queen of Sweden.

Friedrich Neitzsche
The original “Übermensch” (or Superman)! 

Believed that the strongest always ruled by might 
alone and that the weak invented God so the 
strong would have someone to bow down to. He 
then claimed that God was dead as the strong 
started believing in His existence again. Was 
mostly ignored by Europe’s intellectual commu-
nity when he died from syphilis he contracted 
from a prostitute in 1900. So much for the strong 
surviving! (Neitzsche pictured top)

Ayn Rand
The 1950s novelist who 

wrote “The Fountainhead” 
and “Atlas Shrugged” is con-
sidered the Wonder Woman of 
modern philosophy. Believed 
individual rights trumped 
the rights of both one’s so-

ciety and religion, and she championed lais-
sez-faire capitalism because it protected in-
dividual rights above everything else. Was 
hated by conservatives and liberals with equal 
measure.  — Thomas Tracy

So who are the ‘Action Philosphers’?
Just who are the Action Philosophers of “Action Philosophers!”? Here’s a 

quick primer (with a superhero spin, of course):
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Unisex Salon
906 Broadway  
(On Stockton Street 

between Lewis Avenue  

& Broadway)

(718) 455-4272
Open: 

  Tuesday thru Saturday

Hours: 

  9am to 7pm

Walk-In’s & Appts Accepted

Specials: Tue & Wed  

$10 Wash & Set

Highlights & Lowlights

Hair Coloring

$1.00 off 
One per customer only

A Cut Above

CLASSIC
DINER

Making 
lunchtime 
healthy, 

delicious & 
affordable!

$745

Z-7 Classic Diner
Downtown Brooklyn’s 
Newest Lunch Spot

 
(across from UA Movie Theater)

FREE DELIVERY!

20 varieties 
of fresh 

salads for the 
summer

& up

Purchase These Vouchers
Exclusively AT:

www.BoroDeal.com

The Fine Print

REGULAR PRICE $20

$10.00

Limit per person: 2 (+1 as a gift)

Promotion Expires on March 25, 2012

Valid for dine-in and dinner only

Half off Sushi and Szechuan
Cuisine at Eatao

Real Szechuan food should have sizzle and spice. Most importantly, 

it should taste great! Dine on true Szechuan cuisine and more with 

today’s deal: $10 buys you $20 to spend on dinner at Eatao.

Eatao cooks up authentic Szechuan dishes, as well as some non-

spicy Asian plates in its inviting Brooklyn restaurant. Start with wont-

on or hot and sour soup before you dig into your appetizers. Small 

plates include green onion pancakes, dumplings, cold noodles, and 

poached chicken with chili sesame soy. Choose from a selection of 

main entrees including seafood, beef, lamb, chicken, and vegetable 

dishes that feature signature Szechuan spices as well as milder op-

tions. Try favorites like tea-roasted duck, wok-roasted prawns, sau-

teed beef, or tofu with chili and minced pork. Eatao also serves top-

grade sushi and sashimi.

Savor real Szechuan flavors and more during your next dinner at 

Eatao!

7109 13th Ave
Brooklyn NY, 11228

718-232-4680

Eatao

R
aise a glass — your gossip’s 
ready! This week we wine and 
dine in Bay Ridge, take tea in 

Clinton Hill, and grab a stein in 
Carroll Gardens.

Fine wine: We usually yawn 
at the word of wine bars opening 
in most neighborhoods, but a ded-
icated vino spot setting up shop in 
Bay Ridge? Now that’s a big deal! 
 The Owl’s Head , which is currently 
under construction on 74th Street 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues, 
will be a oenophilic first for the 
flourishing foodie nabe.

Toasty tipples: Looks like 
Prospect Heights’ admirably divey, 
sideshow-inspired, whisky and beer 
bar,  Minor Arcana , is jumping on 
the seasonal cocktail bandwagon. 
Instead of shots and suds, go ahead 
and “Wet Your Wand” (with Hen-

dricks gin, St. Germain, lemon juice 
and club soda) or “Shoot the Freak” 
(with silver tequila, muddled jalap-
eno, pineapple and lime juice and 
agave nectar) this fall.

Biggest story ever:  Jake’s 
Wayback Burgers , the “hometown” 
burger joint with a new branch on 
Livingston Street in Downtown, 
has just added house-made BBQ 
chips to its menu. They’re like 
regular house-made chips, but 
with zesty BBQ seasoning! Our 
minds — and taste-buds — are 
totally blown.

Tea-totalers: Putnam Avenue 
in Clinton Hill is getting the ulti-
mate caffeine fix with  Luv Tea , a 
cozy new spot serving Blue Bottle 
coffee, kombucha on tap, and 30 va-
rieties of loose leaf tea. Don’t know 
your Ceylon from your Lapsang 
Souchong? “You don’t need to be 
an expert in tea to come here,”  the 
owner assured Brownstoner . “We 
plan to be helpful with the menu and 
let you try the different types.”

Buschen-say wha? A new eat-
ery called Buschenshank Brooklyn 
(say that three times fast!) is moving 
onto the corner of Court and Sack-
ett streets later this month.  Accord-
ing to Eater , the spot is the brain-
child of James McGown (the owner 
of the mini-chain South Brooklyn 
Pizza) and will offer hearty fare 
from the largely German speak-
ing Italian province of South Ty-
rol. Also on the docket — live Ger-
man pop/rock music every week. 
This better mean David Hasselhoff 
cover bands!

Carroll Gardens coup: An-
other monster restaurant opening for 
Carroll Gardens — Joseph Ogrod-
nek, the former chef at Anella, in 
Greenpoint, and Walker Stern, for-
merly of The Vanderbilt, in Pros-
pect Heights, are looking at a mid-
October opening for their first solo 
venture, Battersby. Named after 
the Philadelphia street Ogrodnek 
grew up on, the eatery will offer 
the fairly requisite seasonal menu 
+ chefs tasting menu + specialty 
cocktails/craft beer on tap/carefully 
curated wine list combo. Nothing 
earth shattering, but c’mon, the 
chefs from Anella and The Van-
derbilt! Add in a no-reservations 
policy, and we’re looking at lines 
snaking down Smith Street.

This week’s food news

MUSIC, OPERA AND POPS: 
Regina Opera members 
Cynthia Ramos, Jennifer 
Greene, Michael Boley, 
Ricard Rosa, Gregory 
Coluba, Andrew Cum-
mings and Maxine Feldman 
perform Broadway selec-
tions. $12 ($5 teens; free 
for children). 3 pm. Regina 
Hall [1210 65th St. at 12th 
Avenue in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 259-2772], www.regi-
naopera.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
CARROLL GARDENS 

GREENMARKET: 8 am–6 
pm. [Carroll and Smith 
streets in Carroll Gardens, 
(212) 788-7476], www.
grownyc.org. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 8 am–6 
pm. See Saturday, Oct. 1. 

CORTELYOU GREENMAR-
KET: 8 am–6 pm. [Corte-
lyou Road between Argyle 
and Rugby roads in Ditmas 
Park, (212) 788-7476], www.
grownyc.org. 

PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: 
8 am–6 pm. See Saturday, 
Oct. 1. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Vintage, 
antique, handmade, and 
food vendors. 10 am–5 pm. 
(27 N. 6 St. at Kent Avenue 
in Williamsburg), www.
brooklynfl ea.com. 

FULTON FLEA: Featuring 
local designers. 10 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Plaza [650 
Fulton St. between Fort 
Greene Place and S. Elliott 
Place in Fort Greene, (917) 
364-5648], www.fultonfl ea.
com. 

TRILOK ARTIST MARKET: 
11 am–5 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 30. 

OTHER
WALK FOR THE CURE: Fund 

raising for breast cancer, 
sponsored by Women’s 
Council of Realtors. $10 (to 
support a walker). 10 am. 
Marine Park [E. 33rd St. and 
Avenue S in Marine Park, 
(718) 646-3600]. 

RELIGION, TRIBUTE TO REV. 
DAVID DYSON: Honor-
ing longtime pastor. Free. 
2:30 pm. Lafayette Avenue 
Presbyterian Church [85 S. 
Oxford St. at Lafayette Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (718) 
522-2613]. 

BLESSING OF THE ANI-
MALS: Together with Dog 
Habitat the church will 
celebrate the life of St. 
Francis of Assisi by hosting 
a special mass honoring all 
creatures great and small. 
Free. 3 pm. Church of the 
Ascension (127 Kent St. 
between Franklin Street 
and Manhattan Avenue in 
Greeenpoint). 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRA-
TION: The Center for 
Law and Social Justice at 
Medgar Evers College 25th 
anniversary. Entertain-
ment provided by Tulani 
Kinard. $50. 4:30–7:30 pm. 
For My Sweet [1103 Fulton 
St. at Classon Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
804-8893]. 

MON, OCT. 3
FLEA MARKET: Free. 9 am–3 

pm. St. Finbar’s Roman 
Catholic Church [138 Bay 
20th St. at Bath Avenue in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 236-
3312]. 

READING, “MISSION 
STREET FOOD”: Authors 
and owners Anthony Myint 
and karen Leibowitz share 
their new book chock full of 
food issues, vibrant images 
and a bevy of tasty recipes. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Tea leaves: Luv Tea employee Prudence serves up moji tea — 
a concoction of green tea, lime and mint — at the new cafe on 
Putnam Avenue in Clinton Hill.

Free. 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

TUES, OCT. 4
BROOKLYN BOROUGH 

HALL GREENMARKET: 8 
am–6 pm. See Saturday, 
Oct. 1. 

FOOD TASTING: Fund raiser 
benefi ting the hospitality 
management scholarship 
program featuring guest 
chefs. $100. 6 pm. New 
York City College of Tech-
nology Klitgord Center 
Auditorium [285 Jay St. at 
Tillary Street in Downtown, 
(718) 260-5025], www.cit-
ytech.cuny.edu. 

MUSIC, LYDIA LOVELESS: 
$10. 7:30 pm. Rock Shop 
[249 Fourth Ave. between 
Carroll and President 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
230-5740], www.therock-
shopny.com. 

GREENLIGHT BOOK CLUB: 
”Swamplandia” by Karen 
Russell is this week’s selec-
tion. Free. 7:30 pm. Green-
light Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

WED, OCT. 5
FARMERS’ MARKET: Locally 

grown veggies, herbs and 
fl owers. 2:30–6:30 pm. HS 
for Public Service Youth 
Farm (600 Kingston Ave. 
at Winthrop Street in Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens), 
hspsfarm.blogspot.com. 

SCHOOL TOUR: Visit with 
faculty, explore academic 
departments and take part 
in workshops for gradu-
ate and undergraduate 
students. Free. 5:30–8 
pm. Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. at Hillel 
Place in Midwood, (718) 
951-4540], www.brooklyn.
cuny.edu. 

ART CONTEST LAUNCH: 
Calling all artists; submit 
your ideas for murals to be 
painted on the roll down 
gates along the shopping 
strip. Sponsored by the 
Church Avenue BID. Free. 
6:30 –8:30 pm. Bonnie’s 
Youth Club [1221 Church 
Ave. at Westminster Road 
in Prospect Park South, 
(718) 282-2500]. 

HELEN DEWITT: The author 
debuts her new book 
“Lightning Rods.” Drinks 
served, must RSVP. Free. 
7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

MUSIC, HA HA TONKA: $5. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

THURS, OCT. 6
BROOKLYN BOROUGH 

HALL GREENMARKET: 8 
am–6 pm. See Saturday, 
Oct. 1. 

BOOK PARTY, “BEST AMERI-
CAN SCIENCE WRITING”: 
Free. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

READING, MELISSA CLARK: 
Author of “Cook This Now 
— 120 Easy and Delicious 

Gallery Hours: Th–Fri 4–7pm, Sat–Sun 11am–7 pm 
and by appointment

September 8 - October 16, 2011 

440 Gallery presents 
members’ group show …

Dishes You Can’t Wait to 
Make.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. El-
liott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246-0200], green-
lightbookstore.com. 

MUSIC, “BREAKFAST IN 
NEW YORK”: Lisa Biela-
wa’s world premier features 
the talents of soprano Mar-
tha Guth, mezzo-soprano 
Blythe Galssert, tenor Alex 
Richardson, baritone David 
Adam Moore and violinist 
Harumi Rhodes. $25 ($15 
students. 8 pm. Galapagos 
Art Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.gala-
pagosartspace.com. 

READING, “TRANSFOR-
MATIONS ON THE 
TONGUE”: Poet Patrick 
Smith curates a discus-
sion on the spoken word. 
$5 (suggested). 8 pm. Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768-3195], www.theold-
stonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, FLOODWOOD: Fea-
turing Al Schnier and Vinnie 
Amicao. $15. 8 pm. The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

FRI, OCT. 7
FARMERS MARKET: 8 am–4 

pm. See Friday, Sept. 30. 
TRILOK ARTIST MARKET: 

10 am–5 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 30. 

MUSIC, THE MEKONS, 
CHRIS MILLS: Punk rock. 
$18-$20. 8 pm. The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, HOUSE PARTY: Cele-
brate like it’s 1999 and bop 
to pop R&B jams and even 
a little gunge, all in front 
of a backdrop of episodes 
of The Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air. Free. 11 pm. The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, KARAOKE KILLED 
THE CAT: Hosted by Chris 
Goldteeth and Lord Easy. 
Free. Midnight. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SAT, OCT. 8

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BROOKLYN PHIHAR-

MONIC WITH MOS DEF: 
As part of the Restoration 

Rocks Music Festival. Free. 
8 pm. [1368 Fulton St. at 
Marcy Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (646) 397-
2765], www.bphil.org. 

MUSIC, BIG TREE, BIRD 
ALERT, IN ONE WIND: $8, 
$10. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638-4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, O’DEATH, THE 
WOES, LADY LAMB THE 
BEEKEEPER: Folk rock. 
$10-$12. 8 pm. The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
BROOKLYN BOROUGH 

HALL GREENMARKET: 8 
am–6 pm. See Saturday, 
Oct. 1. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 8 am–4 
pm. See Saturday, Oct. 1. 

GREENPOINT/MCCARREN 
PARK GREENMARKET: 8 
am–4 pm. See Saturday, 
Oct. 1. 

FORT GREENE PARK 
GREENMARKET: 8 am–4 
pm. See Saturday, Oct. 1. 

GREENMARKET: 8 am–3 pm. 
See Saturday, Oct. 1. 

PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: 
8 am–6 pm. See Saturday, 
Oct. 1. 

SMORGASBURG: 9 am–5 pm. 
See Saturday, Oct. 1. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: 10 am–5 
pm. See Saturday, Oct. 1. 

TRILOK ARTIST MARKET: 
10 am–6 pm. See Friday, 
Sept. 30. 

GREENCYCLE SWAP: One 
man’s trash is another’s 
treasure. Bring cleaned 
gently used and working 
items. $5. 1–4 pm. New 
Beginnings [199 N. Fifth St. 
between Driggs Avenue 
and Roebling Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 559-1410]. 

OTHER
ART SHOW: Featuring the 

works of community artists. 
Free. 9 am–5 pm. Our Lady 
of Help of Christians (1315 
E. 28th St. at Avenue M in 
Midwood). 

IT’S MY PARK DAY: Get in-
volved help to keep the 
park clean and make new 
friends. Free. 10 am–1 pm. 
Fort Greene Park Visitor 
Center [Enter park at Myr-
tle Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722-3218]. 

HEALTH, YOGA: Noon–1 pm. 
See Saturday, Oct. 1. 

By Sarah Zorn

GENERAL& COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne. Herpes
Warts. Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

CARLY BODA, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES
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Get ready!: John Malkovich plays a serial killer in 
BAM Next Wave’s “Infernal Comedy,” which runs 
from Nov. 17 through 19. Get your tickets now.
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Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

The Brooklyn Fencing Center opened in Carroll 
Gardens, Brooklyn, in January 2003. We are 

proud to be Brooklyn’s first competitive 
fencing club, and our mission is to make 

the excitement and joy of fencing more 
accessible to Brooklynites of all ages!

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

FENCING CENTER
BROOKLYN 62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)

(718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

FENCE COMPETITIVELY 
OR JUST FOR FUN!

Join the thousands of 
homeowners who have 
saved up to $700 on their 
annual home energy costs*

NYSERDA’S HOME PERFORMANCE WITH ENERGY 
STAR® PROGRAM IS ONE OF THE NATION’S LEADERS 
IN MAKING HOMES MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT.
Most New Yorkers qualify for a free or reduced-cost 
comprehensive home assessment, also referred to as an energy 
audit, and low-interest loans.** Additionally, participants may be 
eligible for cash-backincentives. All our Home Performance 
contractors are accredited by the Building Performance Institute.
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For complete information, 
go to GetEnergySmart.org/
home-performance or call
1-877-NY-SMART.

* Actual savings may vary based upon ef�ciency measures selected, 
age of home, appliances, equipment and other factors. 
A participating contractor can help evaluate potential savings.

** Financing, energy audits, and workforce development 
opportunities made available through the Green 
Jobs-Green NY Act of 2009.

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

B efore my children were 
of school age, I began 
to discuss with neigh-

bors and friends what the op-
tions were and what would 
be best for my kids. 

How was the public school 
around the corner, I asked all 
and sundry? 

“Well,” said one woman, 
a psychotherapist. “It’s just 
fine, which is fine for my 
daughter because she’s just 
average. Now, if your child 
is special, in either direc-
tion…”

I was shocked. How, on 
earth, was she so blasé about 
her daughter being “just aver-
age”? And how, exactly, had 
she come to this determina-
tion? Wasn’t everyone special 
in his or her own way? Didn’t 
everyone deserve the atten-
tion that might bring out his 
or her very “special” qual-
ities?

Years later, my children at-

Everyone is above average

tend that very public school. 
Their grades and assessments 
show they are in some cases 
average, some cases above, 
sometimes they might even 
dip below. In my heart of 
hearts, though, regardless 
of what their report cards 
or test scores might say, I 
know they’re special. I also 
know now what I didn’t know 
then, which is that it is not 
going to be the school’s job 
to figure out how, exactly, 
they are special. It is up to 
them, with, maybe, a little 
help from their parents.  

At Oscar’s eighth birthday 

recently, the kids were given 
T-shirts and fabric pens with 
which to decorate them be-
fore we set out on a rainy-day 
adventure in the park. 

Immediately, Oscar voiced 
what he wanted to write: “I’m 
Awesome.” His enthusiasm 
was quickly matched by his 
friend, who grabbed a pen 
and scrawled immediately on 
a tank top, “I Rock!”

I thought to offer up, then, 
a lesson in humility, but I 
thought better of it. That’s 
why I love being around kids. 
They are awesome, they do 
rock, and they’re not afraid 

He was too young to figure 
that he was just one of mil-
lions, one of so many eager 
to make his mark. 

I stammered out some-
thing, offered up that ev-
eryone feels special to their 
own selves, of course. But Eli 
seemed dissatisfied, like he 
was looking for something 
else, something more defin-
itive to assure him that he 
wasn’t just a speck of dust, 
something to assuage the ex-
istential angst that city kids 
feel from a fairly young age 
when doing urban math: the 
numbers would suggest not 
everyone could be a stand-
out. 

I am one of those pathetic 
people who hates “winners” 
and “losers,” much as I un-
derstand it is a natural phe-
nomenon, survival of the fit-
test and all that. I always wish 
that everyone could just en-
joy playing the game and call 
it a day. But, then, I see the 
beaming faces of my kids 
when they’ve played hard and 
won and I remember: to feel 
special, you actually have to 
find something where your 
skills and interests dovetail 
and you do something that 
might make even hardened 
New Yorkers stand up and 
take notice. 

We hope for signs along 
the way of how we might be 
special — but, regardless of 
them, we are in fact uniquely 
important in our own world, 
something kids so refresh-
ingly remember. 

“You know,” Oscar 
pointed out the other day, 
“life sometimes feels like 
a movie, where I am the 
star…”

Yes, I thought, he’s right. 
We are all of us stars in the 
movies of our own making, 
which are, arguably, the only 
movies that matter. We just 
have to help our kids figure 
what they want to be do-
ing in that movie, how they 
might figure the role that 
makes them feel “special” 
to themselves. 

J.K. Rowling was defi-
nitely on to something: Ev-
eryone, everywhere wants 
to feel like a wizard. And 
our little school on the cor-
ner isn’t the only Hogwarts 
in my kids’ lives.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

to feel it, to acknowledge it 
and embrace it. They hadn’t 
said they were better than 
anyone else, just that they 
had their own greatness. Isn’t 
that what special is? 

When the school year be-
gins anew and with it all the ac-
tivities that you cross your fin-
gers your children will enjoy 
or even excel at, “special” can 
feel like a moniker reserved 
only for an elite few. 

Years ago, wandering 
through Central Park on a 
crowded weekend day, Eli, 
then all of 4, looked around 
with his big brown eyes, 
taking in the throngs, then 
clutched my hand and stared 
right at me: “Mommy,” he 
said, straight to the point, 
”are we special?”

Wow. I cursed New York 
City in that moment and my 
naïve, Arizona-bred idea that 
The Big Apple was a great 
location to raise children. 

neighborhoods where he has 
been posting them over the 
past five years, distinguish-
ing himself from ubiquitous 
graffiti that masquerades as 
street art.

“Most street artists try to re-
peat a pattern or symbol to get 
recognition, but I didn’t want to 
do that concept,” said Berglin, 
adding, “My birds basically 
are the same as anything else 
you will find in public space, 
like stickers or graffiti, but my 
project is so much better then 
everything else you see in the 
street.”

He photocopies shots from 
field guides and downloads 
copyrighted images from the 
Internet and adds an adhe-
sive before spending several 
hours surveying a block to 
find the perfect location to 
post his tweets.

After he finds his spot, 
whether it’s a corner of a sec-
ond-story building or the foot 
of a lamp post, Berglin works 
for just 10 to 20 seconds be-
fore fleeing. 

He’s taking a big risk — 
police have arrested 763 indi-

Avenue CVS near Ashland 
Place, taking $100.

• On Sept. 13, he jumped 
a 27-year-old man while he 
and his girlfriend lazed near 
the Fort Greene Park tennis 
courts at 9:30 pm. The crook 
emerged from the trees, ap-
proached the couple with a 
gun and fled with $80, cops 
said.

•  On Sept. 17 , he mugged 
novelist Arthur Phillips as his 
sons played near the Prison 
Ship Martyrs Monument at 
3:30 pm. The scribe said that 
the thug’s mugging was a “pro-
fessional transaction” — the 
bandit glommed $150, but left 
his credit cards behind.

• On Sept. 21, he robbed 
Fulton Street deli the Smoke 
Shop, police said. An em-
ployee told cops that he en-
tered the store near Fort 
Greene Place at 10:36, 
wielded a gun and left with 
$250.

Tasso said that an under-
cover officer finally caught 
the culprit after getting a tip 
from a man under arrest.

“When we arrest people, 
we ask them if they know 
about other crimes — even 
if they’re just arrested for 
drugs,” he said. “We get noth-
ing 99 percent of the time, but 
every once in a while some-
body will give you some in-
formation.”

Phillips, a best-selling 
novelist from Cobble Hill, 
couldn’t be happier.

“Fantastic news!” said the 
author of “Prague” and “The 
Tragedy of Arthur.” “Frankly, 
I’m really impressed by the 
88th Precinct. My hat’s off 
to them.”

identity from the only clues 
we provided:

• He lives in Cobble 
Hill.

• He is married.
• He is the father of two 

sons, 12 and 8 years old.
Gothamist guessed 

badly.
“Jonathan Safran Foer 

has two children with Ni-
cole Krauss, but they are too 
young to fit the description,” 
Gothamist wrote, ignoring 
that Foer and Krauss live near 
Prospect Park West. “Could 
it have been Pulitzer Prize-
winner Jennifer Egan, who 
has two sons, playing a trick 
with gender reversal?”

Not likely; Egan lives in 
Fort Greene.

On The Brooklyn Paper’s 
website, readers also made 
some lame guesses.

“My guess is Mo Wil-
lems,” offered Joey from 
Clinton Hill, forgetting that 
the “Knuffle Bunny” author 
last made headlines in the 
 kid’s book world’s Paper of 
Record for moving to Mas-
sachusetts .

Then L Magazine nailed 

it.
“Our best guess? Arthur 

Phillips lives in Cobble Hill 
with his wife and two sons,” 
Henry Stewart predicted. 
“We’d bet on Phillips, be-
cause The Brooklyn Paper 
wrote about him once before 
—  years ago , but still.”

Correct. But this literary 
mystery could never have 
been solved without our ini-
tial coverage of the armed 
robber who terrorized park-
goers for two straight weeks 
before holding up the author 
on Sept. 17.

The writer said he was on 
the steps of the Prison Ship 
Martyrs Monument at 3:30 
pm while his kids played in 
the distance. That’s when the 
marauder flashed a gun and 
demanded cash, so the vic-
tim handed over his money 
clip. 

The crook took $150, but 
accidentally stole a wish list 
of books during the “profes-
sional transaction.”

Phillips originally didn’t 
want to be named to protect 
his family.

But cops nabbed the gun-
man on Saturday — so he felt 

• Gold Street at Tillary 
Street in Downtown.

• Duffield Street between 
Willoughby Street and the 
Fulton Mall.

Though few New Yorkers 
realize it, Walmart already 
controls about one-fifth of the 
nation’s more than $670-bil-
lion grocery market — all 
without the benefit of a store 
in New York City.

The prospect of so many 
“grocery store” Walmarts has 
put some mom-and-pop store 
owners on edge.

“I don’t want [Walmart] 
anywhere near me,” said Moe 
Issa, the owner of Brooklyn 
Fare, a gourmet grocery at 
Hoyt and Schermerhorn 
streets in Downtown. “If 
they ever come into the Ful-
ton Mall, forget it!”

But Walmart executives 
have said that such a shop 
is on the way.

“We know that job cre-
ation and access to affordable 
food are significant needs in 
Brooklyn and we think our 
stores can be part of the so-
lution,” Walmart spokesman 
Steve Restivo said.

Walmart hasn’t yet commit-
ted to opening in Brooklyn, 
but continues to  eye a large 
plot  at the Gateway II site in 
East New York as a location 
for one of its standard big-box 
department stores.

The company has also 
lavished the borough with 
 donations  over the last two 
years, supporting the Brook-
lyn Public Library, the res-
toration of the nearby Gate-
way Salt Mash and Borough 
President Markowitz’s sum-
mer concert series.

As Walmart continues to 
court borough residents, la-
bor-backed opponents con-
tinue to lash out against the 
Bentonville Behemoth for al-
legedly undercutting neigh-
boring businesses and pre-
venting its workers from 
unionizing.

“Walmart needs Brook-
lyn, but Brooklyn doesn’t need 

streets in Manhattan.
“Signals like that are sys-

tematically ignored by cy-
clists — you’re not going 
to change their behavior by 
moving these crosswalks,” 
said Mark Shames of Com-
munity Board 6.

A few spoke in favor of the 
signs — noting it would make 
the street less chaotic.

“You’re not dealing with 

inspired to sing their praises 
and plea for the suspect to re-
turn a scrap of paper with a 
short list of novels that Phil-
lips wants to read.

“If he has it, I’d be glad for 
him to give it back to me,” 
said the cheeky and un-
fazed author. “If he hasn’t 
already read everything on 
the list.”

Phillips is a Minneapo-
lis native and rising star in 
the Brooklyn author eche-
lon. He’s a former child actor, 
jazz musician and five-time 
“Jeopardy!” champion.

His first novel, “Prague,” 
was about young American ex-
pats in Budapest in the early 
1990s. It became a national 
bestseller, which Phillips fol-
lowed with “The Egyptolo-
gist,” another bestseller.

In 2009, Phillips was the 
only Brooklyn author to 
reach the finals of  a St. Fran-
cis College literary contest 
 for fourth novels with “The 
Song is You.”

His fifth book, “The Trag-
edy of Arthur,” a mock-mem-
oir about a man who discov-
ers that his ne’er-do-well father 
possesses a long-lost Shake-
speare play, was released in 
spring to glowing reviews.

He’s working on another 
book.

Continued from page 1

PHILLIPS...

 Fort Greene Park has been 
a haven for criminals  this 
summer, prompting Tasso 
to increase patrols in June 
and a local karate instructor 
 to offer self-defense classes 
 in the greenspace itself.

According to NYPD data, 
there were 38 robberies in Fort 

Greene and Clinton Hill over 
the last month, compared to 
18 during the same period last 
year. And so far this year, there 
have been 175 robberies, up 
24 percent.

Phillips said that his guard 
won’t be down the next time 
he visits the park.

“It would be hard to go 
there and think I’m in any or-
dinary park,” Phillips said. 

But after a moment, he 

added, “Maybe there is no 
such thing as any ordinary 
park. I just won’t go in there 
with the same happy-go-
lucky insouciance.”

Meachem faces a slew of 
charges including robbery in 
the first degree — a felony 
that carries a maximum of 
25 years in prison for first-
time offenders, according to 
a spokesman for District At-
torney Charles Hynes.

Continued from page 1

GUNMAN...

Continued from page 1

WALMART... the fresh products and su-
perior service they’ve come 
to expect.” 

So far, other supermar-
ket chains in Brooklyn are 
remaining mum about Wal-
mart’s impending arrival. Re-
quests for comment from 
Waldbaum’s, Pathmark and 
ShopRite about Walmart Ex-
press were not returned.

Walmart’s move into 
Brooklyn may not be such 
a hard sell: several  polls  — 
some of which the big box 
chain bankrolled — show 
that most Brooklynites would 
welcome a Walmart store.

Yet Walmart’s potential 
to move into strip malls like 
the  shuttered Pathmark  at the 
corner of Nostrand Avenue 
and Avenue Y in Sheepshead 
Bay, still doesn’t sit well with 
everyone.

“Walmart has not been 

here and we’ve done fine 
without it,” said Sheepshead 
Bay civic leader Steve Barri-
son, who is joining the search 
in finding a replacement su-
permarket for the closed 
Pathmark. “We need a su-
permarket that will comple-
ment other businesses.”

Others say Walmart could 
be a boon to the borough’s 
depleted job market hit hard 
by the recession. More than 
nine percent of borough res-
idents are unemployed — 
much more than the rest of 
the state.

“If it means jobs, people 
may say yes,” noted Coney 
Island Community Board 13 
District Manager Chuck Re-
ichenthal.

— with Daniel Bush, Dan 
MacLeod, Aaron Short, 
Natalie O’Neill, Kate Bri-
quelet and Eli Rosenberg

Continued from page 1

BIKES

Walmart,” said Councilman 
Charles Barron (D–East New 
York). “We have enough peo-
ple who do not have living jobs 
and adequate healthcare, and 
we have enough discrimina-
tion against women, blacks and 
Latinos — and that is what 
Walmart brings.”

So far, other supermar-
ket chains in Brooklyn don’t 
seem fazed by Walmart’s im-
pending arrival.

“We don’t comment on 
our competitor’s plans,” 
said Marcy Connor, a spokes-
woman for A&P, which runs 
the borough’s Pathmark, 
Waldbaum’s and Food Ba-
sics stores. “We remain 
focused on providing our 
Brooklyn customers with 

viduals for posting graffiti in 
Brooklyn so far this year, in-
cluding 164 in Williamsburg 
and Greenpoint alone.

Berglin has never been ar-
rested himself, despite put-
ting up more than 3,000 stick-
ers since 2006, but he has 
had a few close calls.

But street artists say the re-
wards are worth it — and that 
art in the street make the neigh-
borhood more beautiful.

“His work is placed well 
in the public space,” said art-
ist NohJColey. “I’m sure he 
could be arrested for this, but 
it all depends on the arrest-

ing officer and how the artist 
handles the situation.”

Beglin understands that 
some may see his project 
as twee — such as the kind 
of artmaking venture mer-
cilessly ridiculed in  “Port-
landia,”  a cable show whose 
video, “Put a Bird on It” has 
been seen more than 800,000 
times on youtube.

He says he’s in on the 
joke.

“I’d like to think that this 
is not as shallow as that but 
maybe in one sense it is,” said 
Berglin. “Maybe I should put 
up pigs instead.”

Continued from page 1

BIRDS

those guys in Spandex who 
don’t stop for anyone,” said 
Nica Lalli. “It’s mostly fami-
lies out for a bike ride — and 
I think this would make the 
lane easier to use.”

Department of Transpor-
tation spokesman Seth Solo-
monow echoed Lalli.

“We believe this change 
makes sense, from an engi-
neering standpoint, to en-
hance safety,” he said in a 
statement. 

Neighbors like Bernard 
were not convinced. “There’s 
just no reason to do it,” he 
said.
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By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Two coffee aficionados 
have developed a super-se-
cret coffee elixir and want 
to bring jars of java right to 
your doorstep.

Kickstand’s Neal Olson 
and Aaron Davis have per-
fected their $16.95-per-bottle 
coffee concentrate and will 
make home deliveries of their 
sludge this fall.

“This is a great way to 
bring iced coffee into people’s 
homes and another great way 
to utilize bikes in our busi-
ness model,” said Olson, who 
began turning the syrup into 
iced coffees at Kickstand’s lo-
cation in McCarren Park this 
summer.

The duo started serving 
cups of gourmet java from 
a homemade brewing sta-
tion on a wooden flatbed 
in 2009.

The contraption, which is 
attached to the rear wheel 
of Davis’s custom-made bi-
cycle, slowly became a hit 
among discriminating cof-
fee connoisseurs and bicy-
cle fetishists — which in 
Greenpoint  is pretty much 
the same crowd . 

Now, the caffeinated cy-
clists will drop off bottles 
of their deliciously potent 

coffee syrup to your home 
or office just like the neigh-
borhood milkmen or seltzer 
sellers of yesteryear.

Olson picks up his coffee 
beans from Café Grumpy, 
which gets them directly from 
farms in Guatemala or Nica-
ragua. Then he grinds them 
himself and brews his cof-
fee concentrate, filtering it 
three times over a period of 
24 hours. 

The result is a silky sub-
strate that can be bottled and 
stored for months. When 
you’re done, Olson and Da-
vis will take your empty bot-
tle and bring you a refill with-
out charging extra.

Customers can sign up for 
the weekly delivery service 
through the company’s web-
site. A pint of the stuff costs 
$16.95 — about $3.25 per cup 
— while a 32-ounce jar costs 
$32.95, a tiny discount.

Some coffee experts say 
that the price is steep.

“That is an expensive 
cup of coffee, even versus 
going to a high-end coffee 
bar and buying a cup,” said 
Giles Coffee President Don-
ald Schoenholt.

Olson justifies its cost by 
saying that the price equals 
what one pays for a glass of 
“specialty” iced coffee at one 

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Park Slope residents are 
fighting a sports bar they 
say will turn a quiet resi-
dential street into a boom-
ing hub for drunks.

A fiery throng of neigh-
bors stormed a Commu-
nity Board 6 meeting on 
Monday to protest the pro-
posed Lucky Lou’s Bar 
and Grill, which would 
skirt residential zoning 
restrictions to open on 
Sixth Avenue and Seventh 
Street, amid a cluster of 
public institutions.

Owner Luis Cordero 
— who initially sought 
to sling hard liquor until 
4 am — has since changed 
his plan, saying the estab-
lishment will serve “four-
star food” and cater to 
families.

“It’s more of a restau-
rant than a bar,” he said. 
“I’m on top of things.”

But dozens of neighbors 
— church pastors, parents 
and lawyers among them 
— are still not convinced, 
saying his plan would 
“clash” with surrounding 
schools, public libraries 
and churches.

“This is a place to 
get drunk while eating 
chicken wings,” said 
Linda Steinman, a law-
yer who lives nearby. “A 
bar here would be a real 
aberration and a lot of lives 
would be affected.”

COFFEE 
A GO-GO
Your fi x, home delivered

of the gourmet cafes in the 
city, such as Gimmie Cof-
fee in Williamsburg or Cafe 
Grumpy in Greenpoint.

“We’re trying to shoot 
for better quality than what 
they can offer and the conve-
nience of bringing it to your 
house,” said Olson. “There 
are very few people in the 
United States who are do-
ing single-origin, cold-
brewed coffee. You know 
exactly where these coffee 
beans are coming from and 
its quality.”

Kickstand’s proprietors 
recommend mixing one part 
coffee with one part water 
and adding ice for iced coffee 
— or hearing the mixture on 
the stove to make great tast-
ing coffee as fast as it takes 
to boil water.

You can even take it camp-
ing or to work with you — 
so kiss those 25-cent freeze-
dried coffee packets goodbye 
forever.

For info or to order, visit 
www.kickstandbrooklyn.
com.

Aaron Davis of Kickstand Coffee, Greenpoint’s 
coffee cart on a bike, shows off the newest prod-
uct, coffee concentrate. You can now have the 
products delivered right to your door.
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Unlucky for Lou’s

So he’s the logical choice 
to play the arena’s first 
shows. 

Still, in choosing Jay-Z — 
who was raised in Bedford-
Stuyvesant and has broad 
crossover appeal with Afri-
can-Americans and whites 
— the Nets seem to be send-
ing several messages at once, 
including the idea that the 

Barclays Center will take on 
Madison Square Garden for 
talent.

The booking of Jay-Z also 
suggests that the team intends 
to market the Barclays Center 
across a broad demographic. 
Indeed, the symbolism would 
have been different had the 
team gone with Beatles leg-
end Paul McCartney, say, or 
the mega rock band U2.

in Downtown. “The name 
is in sync with where they 
are and what they’re going 
to be.”

Mina Eid, who works near 
the arena, agreed.

“Just the sound of the 
‘Brooklyn Nets’ is good,” she 
said. “I wouldn’t change it.”

But others felt the team 
missed a big opportunity to 
rebrand itself after a 2010-11 

season where the Nets went 
24–58 — a season of disap-
pointment that followed the 
previous year’s historic (his-
torically bad, that is) 12–70 
finish.

“The name could be bet-
ter,” said Bert McRae. “The 
Nets were garbage in New 
Jersey. They should change 
it up.”

And opponents of Ratner’s 
larger Atlantic Yards plans 

land, garnering Solber Pu-
pusas the vending equivalent 
of an Academy Award.

“It feels amazing to rep-
resent for Brooklyn — tradi-
tionally, the event has been a 
stronghold for Midtown ven-
dors,” added Soler, who has 
wowed Brooklyn with Carib-
bean-accented pupusas for 
well over a decade.

“What makes our food spe-
cial is that it’s a fusion, just like 
our marriage,” he said. “The 

pupusas represent Reina and 
El Salvador, and the chorizo 
we use, the plantains, the bean 
and the bacalao pupusas, the 
condiments — they are the fla-
vors of my country, the Do-
minican Republic.”

The couple is used to field-
ing long lines wherever they go 
— the ballfields, the Brook-
lyn Flea, Smorgasburg — but 
they’re excited to be recog-
nized by the Vendy’s for what 
they describe as a true labor 
of love.

“What we do feels so inti-

A Health Department 
spokeswoman identified 
the source of the rat war-
ren under an unpaved lot 
off McGuinness Boulevard, 
in front of a larger park-
ing lot and fast-food com-
plex owned by Pick Kwic 
Foods.

The rectangular lot about 
the size of four parking 
lots consists of a mix of 
gravel, tufts of weeds and 
hardened earth. Dozens of 
holes dot the edge of the un-
paved ground and asphalt 
— evidence of a network 
of tunnels that the kiel-
basa-sized vermin have 
made their lair.

“It is a separate lot is the 
source of the problem,” said 
the spokeswoman, Chanel 
Caraway. “It is being treated 
and will be eradicated.”

The city has issued a vi-
olation to the lot’s owner af-

Continued from page 1

NETS...

Continued from page 1

JAY-Z... Beyond its cultural impli-
cations, the strategy is also a 
good business move.

With an estimated net 
worth of more than $450 mil-
lion, the 41-year-old MC is 
one of the most successful 
musicians — in any genre 
— of all-time.

Jay-Z raked in $63 million 
in 2010, trailing just five art-
ists, among them his wife Be-
yonce Knowles, on Forbes.
com’s annual list of top-earn-
ing musicians. 

And the vast majority of 

— which include thousands 
of units of affordable hous-
ing and the promise of hun-
dreds of construction jobs, 
but is currently stalled be-
cause of the nation’s eco-
nomic crisis — slammed 
the developer.

“The naming thing is a 
magic trick,” said Michael 
Galinsky, one of the directors 
of the documentary, “Battle 
for Brooklyn.”

“They’re not talking about 
jobs. What about all the jobs 
they promised? What about 
the housing?”

his revenue doesn’t come 
from his puny ownership 
stake in the Nets, for which 
he paid less than $5 mil-
lion in 2004, but from con-
cert tours.

Even at this late date in 
his career, Jay-Z consistently 
sells out concerts at Madi-
son Square Garden in Man-
hattan, which has room for 
roughly 19,500 people.

The Barclays Center has 
19,000 seats when config-
ured for basketball.

The arena is the center-
piece of Ratner’s $5-billion 
Atlantic Yards mega-proj-
ect, which was once slated 
to contain 16 residential tow-
ers stretching from Flatbush 
to Vanderbilt avenues — but 
 all but one of the towers  are 
on hold due to a weak econ-
omy. 

At the press conference 
unveiling the Nets’ new 
name, Ratner said he’s bet-
ting that the rapper has the 
best chance of selling out 
shows in Brooklyn. 

“Who else but Jay-Z could 
open the Barclays Center?” 
Ratner asked, apparently rhe-
torically.

Fighting sports bar on oh-so-quiet Sixth Ave.

mate, working with each other, 
making something together by 
hand,” mused Soler. “To be ac-
knowledged and honored for 
that is humbling.”

This victory may lead to 
even bigger things (if there’s 
something bigger than a 
Vendy!).

“Everyone asks where our 
restaurant is. It’s very diffi-
cult being in Brooklyn part 
time,” said Bermudez. “Our 
ultimate dream is to settle, have 
a store in one or several of the 
neighborhoods. Create a home 
within our home.”

For info about Solber 
Pupusas, visit www.solber-
pupusas.com.

Continued from page 1

VENDYS...

ter an initial inspection. If the 
owner does not fix the prob-
lem, the city will bait the prop-
erty with rodenticide at the 
owner’s expense. 

The action comes after 
more than 400 residents 

signed a petition urging 
the city to kill the rats. As-
semblyman Joe Lentol (D–
Greenpoint) called on the 
city to “take whatever appro-
priate measures necessary” 
to eliminate them.

It can take as many as five 
baiting applications to elimi-
nate the brood — so it could 
be weeks or even months be-

fore the population is exter-
minated, so Mocko and her 
neighbors remain worried.

“My neighbors are al-
ready seeing more holes — 
they’re burrowing dens out 
of the dirt in our gardens, 
under trees and bushes,” 
she said. “It’s getting pa-
thetic. They’re not going 
anywhere.”

Continued from page 11

RATS...

Sixth Avenue has re-
mained a quiet and insular 
street for years — despite its 
position between the Park 
Slope’s two bustling ave-
nues — and residents want 
to keep it that way.

“This area is a diamond for 
our community; it’s a trea-
sure,” said parent Charles 
McMellon. “Do we want our 
kids to see this when they 
come out of day care?”

Lucky Lou’s — which al-
ready boasts an illuminated 
sign featuring a horseshoe 
letter “U” — is within two 
blocks of PS 39, Beanspouts 
Nursery School, the library 
branch at Ninth Street and 
two churches.

It’s also two blocks from 
the popular Park Slope Ale 
House, which serves beer, 
wine and any cocktail imag-
inable.

If Lucky Lou’s opens, it 
would be one of only three 
restaurants in a 19-block 
stretch of Sixth Avenue be-
tween Flatbush Avenue and 
Ninth Street.

Cordero, who owns the 
building, is grandfathered in 
under the building’s original 
commercial zoning, which 
also applied to the former 
grocery store and the Kohzee 
Cafe, which operated in the 
same space.

Even so, some neighbors 
turned the public meet-
ing into what felt more like 
“Matlock” trial, calling into 
question Cordero’s charac-
ter — and citing thousands 
of dollars worth of unpaid 
city fines.

Indeed, the city has 
slapped Cordero with at least 
16 violations — including bad 
plumbing, garbage violations 

and improper signage — in 
the past three years.

“His behavior has shown 
a lack of concern for neigh-
bors,” said John Florio, who 
lives nearby. “We don’t see 
why that would change.” 

But Cordero — who said 
he has lived in the neighbor-
hood 40 years — said he is 
being misunderstood, blam-
ing some problems on mer-
chants who operated busi-
nesses inside buildings that 
he owns.

“I’m taking care of it,” 
he said. 

He also hired a lawyer who 
agreed to a “trial period” dur-
ing which the bar would close 
at midnight and only serve 
beer and wine.

That wasn’t good enough 
for some neighbors, who ar-
gued the bar’s physical dis-
tance from a church also 
causes problems for the re-
covering alcoholics who 
attend meetings at nearby 
churches. What’s more, it 
must legally be over 200 
feet from a church — and it 
is either 201 feet or 198 feet, 
depending on who is doing 
the measuring. 

“We see what alcohol does 
to individuals and families,” 
said Pastor Ainsworth Joseph 
of Kingsboro Temple of Sev-
enth-day Adventist church. 
“Now it’s dividing this com-
munity.”

Community Board 6 
will take up the issue next 
month. The meeting has 
not yet been scheduled.

A big group of Park Slopers is upset about a new 
bar on quiet Sixth Avenue.
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Downstate
at Central Brooklyn

Comprehensive and ER care

Downstate
at Long Island College Hospital

Comprehensive and ER care

Downstate
at Bay Ridge

Walk-In Urgent Care and
Ambulatory Surgery

Downstate Doctor Referral Line: 1.888.270.SUNY (7869)
or visit www.Downstate.edu

Now at three major locations:

Before there was a Brooklyn Bridge…
Downstate was improving Brooklyn’s health

150 years later, we’ve expanded and we’re
still providing advanced care to the borough


