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By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

Union workers are coming to 
Bruce Ratner’s rescue — again! 
— agreeing to take massive pay 
cuts to pave the way for the first 
residential building at Atlantic 
Yards, a cut-rate, pre-fabricated 
tower to rise next to the Barclays 
Center.

Labor unions provided crucial 
support for Ratner when his con-
troversial, $5-billion project was 
moving through the approval pro-
cess five years ago in exchange 
for a promise of high-paying jobs. 
But the agreement currently being 
negotiated between union lead-

By Natalie O’Neill
for The Brooklyn Paper

A Windsor Terrace actress 
who was nearly killed in a crash 
with a bicyclist in Prospect Park 
is preparing to sue the city for 
$3 million, claiming speeding 
two-wheelers put pedestrians 
in danger on the park’s popu-
lar roadway.

 Dana Jacks  — who starred 
in an off-Broadway production 
of “Our Town” and frequently 
walked her dog, Scout, in the 
park — was struck by a cyclist 
on West Lake Drive in June. 

According to Jacks’s prelim-
inary court documents, which 
were  first revealed by our sis-
ter paper,  The New York Post, 
the charismatic 37-year-old suf-
fered a fractured skull along 
with face and brain trauma 
that kept her in the hospital 
for 25 days.

In her notice of claim, Jacks 
blames the Parks Department 
and the NYPD for a “careless 
and reckless” lack of traffic 
enforcement on what should 
be a serene street, where cy-
clist, pedestrians and drivers 

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Six generous donors have covered 
the expensive veterinary bill of an Ital-
ian greyhound who became front page 
news in this paper after he was was 
mangled by another pooch in Pros-
pect Park.

The dog-loving benefactors have 
funded a $5,000 bone graft surgery 
to repair the leg that was broken by a 
pit bull-mix,  who pounced on Kasia 
Bednarska’s skinny little pup, Tali, last 
Monday near the boathouse .

“It’s a happy ending,” said Bed-

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Who needs Zuccotti?
Occupy Wall Street took its 

incendiary movement under-

ground at two subway stations 
in Brooklyn on Thursday as part 
of a huge day of protests cel-
ebrating the two-month  anni-
versary of the first settlement 

at a once-obscure Lower Man-
hattan park .

Anti-Wall Street protesters 
gathered at the Broadway Junc-

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

Grimaldi’s, regarded by many 
as the best pizzeria in the city, is 
moving to a new DUMBO loca-
tion, but leaving behind the key 
to its success: its coal oven.

The iconic Old Fulton Street 
pie shop will serve its final pie 
at its current location on Nov. 28, 
then open one day later open in 
1 Front St., as first reported on 
BrooklynPaper.com.

But its coal-fired oven — one of 
only a few dozen left in a city once 
teeming with them — will remain 
behind, a huge home field advan-
tage to the space’s incoming, but 
still unnamed, restaurant.

“I love competition,” Grimal-
di’s owner Frank Ciolli told the 
New York Post, our sister pub-
lication. “Bring it on.”

Oh, it’s on all right. Ciolli’s 
landlord, Dorothy Waxman, 
couldn’t wait to evict the 21-year-
old pizzeria from its current loca-
tion after Ciolli fell far behind on 
his rent. Both sides went to court 

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

The top official hand-
picked by Assemblyman 
Vito Lopez to run his Bush-
wick charity forged docu-
ments to give her and Lo-
pez’s girlfriend massive pay 

raises — and then lied about 
it, a bombshell city investi-
gation charges.

Christiana Fisher, the 
CEO of the Lopez-founded 
Ridgewood Bushwick Se-
nior Citizens Council, re-
ceived a $446,000 raise in 

2008, bumping her already 
lavish $336,000 salary to 
$782,000, while Ridgewood 
Bushwick’s housing director, 
Angela Battaglia, collected a 
$145,000 raise in 2008, jump-
ing her salary from $198,000 
to $343,000.

Board documents show 
that the sky-high salary hikes 
— plus a lump-sum payment 
to Fisher of $218,659 — were 
approved on Feb. 4, 2008. 
But executives at Ridgewood 
Bushwick testified they did 
not see the board documents 

until nearly two years later, 
when Fisher sent them to be 
prepared with the group’s fed-
eral tax returns.

In August, 2010, Fisher 
faxed a copy of a key tax doc-
ument to her accountant that 
showed that the board had 

YARDS UNION HAUL
Ratner’s ‘pre-fabs’ would hurt his labor backers

ers and Ratner, workers would 
give up millions of dollars in pay 
to allow the developer to move 
forward with the cheaper, mod-
ular building.

It is unclear how much money 
will be lost to laborers, but car-
penters make as much as $90 an 
hour in wages and benefits at real 
construction sites, but only $30 

Bruce Ratner revealed designs for “modular” buildings at Atlantic Yards. The first (far 
left) will rise at the corner of Dean Street and Flatbush Avenue and become the world’s 
tallest pre-fab building. Union workers would bring home far less pay under this plan.
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Ratner 
Construction 

Update

per hour when working inside the 
kind of factory where Ratner will 
build the pre-fabricated units.

Many union leaders merely 
shrugged when asked about the 
pay cuts, suggesting that if the 
workers don’t give back, the proj-
ect might not go ahead, leaving 
laborers with no work at all.

“We are attempting to reach 
an agreement … that will work 
for the building trades,” said 
Gary LaBarbera, president of 
the Building and Construction 
Trades Council.

A labor union source trans-
lated LaBarbera for those who 

Huge hearts 
for little dog
Paper story prompts donations

Kasia Bednarska’s Italian greyhound Tali is recovering from surgery.
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Cone rangers

The city installed traffic cones to slow down cyclists 
on West Lake Drive in Prospect Park, but some are 
still confused about rules.
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She wants cash for crash
Pedestrian injured in collision with Park cyclist sues city

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

have long complained about 
hazy right of way rules.

“My wife was gravely in-
jured,” her husband Forrest 
Cicogni told  a park task force 
on Wednesday . “Racing needs 
to be limited to very specific 
hours. You don’t allow cars to 
race in the park; you shouldn’t 
allow bikes to race.”

Neither he nor Jacks re-
turned calls.

News of the coming law-
suit comes two weeks after be-
loved park volunteer and avid 

Actress Dana Jacks is 
poised to sue the city for 
$3 million after she was 
hit by a cyclist in Pros-
pect Park.

‘Occupying’ all over
Anti-Wall St. take the fi ght to the subway 

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

The city has a message for 
bicyclists in Prospect Park 
in the wake of two near-fatal 
crashes: Slow down!

The Department of Trans-
portation has deployed two 
dozen bright orange, barrel-

City installs barriers to deter Park cyclists

sized cones on the park’s pop-
ular roadway — where two se-
rious collisions have occurred 

in recent months — to narrow 
the street in hopes of retard-
ing cyclists and warn them to 
brake for pedestrians.

The cones, which were in-
stalled last week on West Lake 
Drive, are also a symbol of a 
heated debate — over hazy 
right of way issues — that pits 
cyclists against walkers on the 
heavily trafficked street.

The city began the “pilot pro-
gram” at the request of park of-
ficials to enhance safety on the 
downhill street, where bikers 
pick up speed, but then can’t 
see beyond a curve.

“It’s a hot spot with poten-
tial for conflict,” said Pros-
pect Park Alliance president 
Emily Lloyd. “Everyone us-
ing the park must be aware of 
the safety of others.”

The road change comes two 
weeks after a 55-year-old park 
volunteer and frequent power 
walker Linda Cohen was struck 
by a 61-year-old cyclist in the 
area, leaving her so badly in-
jured that doctors kept her in 
a medically induced coma to 
aid recovery. 

Cohen wasn’t the first vic-
tim: In June, 37-year-old ac-
tress Dana Jacks, who fre-

City: Vito’s charity boss cooked the books
CEO gave herself, others big pay raises — then forged records OK’d the pay raises — but 

the document did not have 
any board member signa-
tures on it.

Three weeks later, Fisher 
faxed another copy of that 
document, which suddenly 
contained signatures of all 
eight board members, to 
the city.

The charity’s federal tax 

return stated that executive 
pay had been reviewed, de-
liberated, and approved by 
its board and an independent 
committee — but several 
board members cast some 
doubt on that.

Ridgewood Bushwick’s 
then-chairwoman Lucy Cusi-
mano told city investigators 

Coal’d comfort
Grimaldi’s loses oven in move

last August, but a judge forced 
Waxman  to accept back payments, 
staving off the eviction .

But Waxman’s son  vowed to 
boot  the beloved joint as soon as 
its lease expired on Nov. 30.

He may have known that he 
had an ace up his sleeve: the coal 
oven.

Such furnaces, which can reach 
1,000 degrees and impart an im-

Co-owner Gina Ciolli shows 
off the goods with waiter 
Roman Sidorsky at Grimal-
di’s, the legendary pizzeria 
that will move up the block.
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By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

This pint of ice cream came 
with cash back.

A Hasidic woman’s Shabbat 
was spoiled after she bit into a 
frozen dime buried inside a con-
tainer of Häagen-Dazs choco-
late at her Williamsburg home 
on Nov. 11.

Sara Abraham purchased 
two containers of the delecta-
ble confection from a Kent Av-
enue Duane Reade store on Nov. 
11, as she has done once a week 
since the pharmacy opened sev-
eral months ago.

But by the fifth spoonful, she 
tasted something “metallic” — 
and the dime was in her mouth.

“I had a bad taste and I spat it 
out,” said Abraham. “I felt some-
thing in my mouth and the ice 
cream didn’t have a good taste 
from the start. Two hours later, 
I still felt a metallic taste in my 
mouth.”

Ice creamed
Dime found in the Häagen-Dazs

CASH BACK: Isaac Abra-
ham and his wife Sara found 
10 cents in a pint of Häagen-
Dazs chocolate.
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“Occupier” Jenny Formerlyfone rallied at Borough Hall before heading underground.
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See YARDS  on page 16

See DOG  on page 14See CONES  on page 7See SUIT  on page 7

See LOPEZ  on page 7

68p10.038

See PIZZA  on page 14 See OCCUPY  on page 16 See DIME  on page 16

Christiana Fisher gave 
herself a raise. 
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ONE DAY 

SALE

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4TH, 12-7PM  
PROSPECT PARK & TRIBECA
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5TH, 12-9PM   
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

$0 INITIATION 
ONLY $88 PER MONTH*

FOR A 10½ MONTH MEMBERSHIP
PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

*MEMBERSHIP FEE IS PAID IN FULL IN ADVANCE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP TERM (FROM THE DATE OF JOINING THROUGH 10/31/2012). THIS INTRODUCTORY OFFER IS FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY. PHOTO ID REQUIRED. 



THE BROOKLYN PAPER • WWW.BROOKLYNPAPER.COM • (718) 260-2500

stoopTHE
November 25–December 1, 2011 AWP  3

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

For Over 99 Years

SATNICK’S  
FINE JEWELRY  
& WATCHES

187 State Street
(between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421
Open: Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat 11am-5pm
Watch & Jewelry Restoration On Premises!

For Those Special 
Occasions In Your Life

#1 GARDEN
CHINESE RESTAURANT

221 Prospect Park West
(Between 16th & Windsor Place)

718-831-1795
718-832-3068

CHINESE FOOD 
DELIVERY

for South Slope & Windsor Terrace

FAST, FREE DELIVERY BY CAR

Any order $15 or over:
FREE Eggroll or  

Can of Soda

Any order $35 or over:
FREE General Tso’s 
Chicken or Three 

Cans of Soda

Any order $25 or over:
FREE Pint of Pork 
Fried Rice or Two 

Cans of Soda
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Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

New Era Development Group provides a 
vast array of services spanning all facets of 
the construction and design areas of your 
home and/or workplace.
Brownstone renovations, additions, extensions, kitch-
ens, bathrooms, interiors and exterior finish work. 
Fully licensed, bonded and insured.

“The quality, workmanship, and attention to 
detail are outstanding. Best Condo Builders in 
Carroll Gardens”  — Nelson St. Condo Assoc.

Call for estimate: 718-237-4900
www.NewEraDGLLC.com

Lic. #1375981

Need a new 
kitchen?

COBBLE HILL BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A Cobble Hill assemblywoman is pushing a hastily 
drafted, teachers-union–backed plan to stop a charter 
school — oddly citing the neighborhood’s school-age 
population explosion as the reason to halt the non-union 
elementary school.

Assemblywoman Joan Millman (D–Cobble Hill) and 
former Department of Education Deputy Chancellor Car-
men Farina say that an “early childhood center” should 
open inside an existing high school building at Court 
and Baltic streets instead of the proposed Success Char-
ter Network school.

Under the plan — which supporters have not pre-
sented to the city — area pre-K and kindergarten stu-
dents would be allotted space in the building, which is 
home to the Brooklyn School for Global Studies and the 
School for International Studies.

The stated goal: Remedy packed elementary schools 
in Cobble Hill by sending some of the neighborhood’s 
youngest kids to the new center.

The other goal: Thwarting former City Councilwoman 
Eva Moskowitz’s hopes of opening her non-union ele-
mentary school in the building.

Enrollment details have not yet been hammered out, but 
Millman noted that the center would be smaller than the 
proposed charter school, which would open next fall with 
a kindergarten class and grow by one grade each year.

“This would relieve overcrowding,” Millman said. 
“The charter school would begin to squeeze out the ex-
isting schools.”

The new plan comes a month after Moskowitz — who 
runs the multimillion dollar not-for-profit Success Char-
ter Network —  announced she would open  a K-4 school 
at the site, citing a “need for more [and] better schools” 
and a school-age population boom.

But parents and the teachers union is fighting the 
plan, arguing out that teachers and students at the Global 
Studies school — which this year rose from an F-rating 
to a B — would have to compete for classroom, cafete-
ria and gym space.

To stop the charter network, the Alliance for Qual-
ity Education — an education advocacy group affili-
ated with the United Federation of Teachers, which has 
been opposed to charter schools in the past — created 
the early childhood center proposal.

The group claims that the charter school “will generate 
division and tension” and that the early childhood center 
will be “community-led and community-based.”

Millman, a former teacher who has been in Albany for 
14 years, admitted that she didn’t push the idea until the 
charter school hatched its plan. She claimed that her tar-
diness was simply because the Department of Education 
has in the past been unreceptive to her proposals.

Millman added that the charter school would “im-
pede the growth” of the Brooklyn School for Global 
Studies — but the school’s principal Joseph O’Brien 
told The Brooklyn Paper that he supports Moskowitz’s 
charter school.

Success Netword schools are run by an independent 
board and offer a more flexible structure and different 
curriculum. Students are chosen via lottery and teach-
ers do not belong to the union.

In Cobble Hill, PS 261, PS 58 and PS 146 were over-
enrolled last year — most notably in lower level grades 
such as kindergarten.

Education spokesman Frank Thomas said that the city 
has not received the Millman-union proposal.

“I’m not going to comment on a plan that doesn’t re-
ally exist,” said Thomas.

Farina did not respond to calls, but parents had plenty 
to say.

“A smaller school wouldn’t interfere as much,” said 
Pamela Bynoe, president of the Parent Teacher Associ-
ation at the Brooklyn School for Global Studies. “This 
is a much better idea.”

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

A proposal to landmark 
nearly two dozen towers in 
Downtown is heading for a 
climactic battle at the City 
Council as co-op residents 
and the borough’s most-pow-
erful landlords fight preser-
vationists in hopes of cutting 
the landmark zone down to 
size or killing it altogether.

The Borough Hall Sky-
scraper Historic District 
— which aims to preserve 
some luxurious examples of 
early 20th-century architec-
ture on and near Court Street 
— passed the City Planning 
Commission last week after 
approvals by the commu-
nity board and the Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission.

The Council now has un-
til early next year to reject, 
modify or approve the desig-
nation. Residents of 75 Liv-
ingston St., the only residen-
tial building in the district, 
hope they can persuade law-
makers to change the bound-
aries to keep them out.

“We’re not going to quit,” 
said Ellen Murphy, president 
of building’s co-op board. 
“The Council needs to un-
derstand what landmarking 
really means for residential 
buildings these days.”

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

An artist suffers for his 
creations — but now so do 
some of his neighbors.

A Greenpoint foundry is 
blanketing residents of Ea-
gle Street and Freeman Street 
with resin fumes and constant 
noise as workers churn out 
sculptures for internationally 
renowned artists.

The Freeman Street 
foundry,  KB Productions , has 
been making flower sculp-
tures for art-world star Will 
Ryman since June, but the 
work has forced neighbors 
to flee indoors amid horrific 
noise and a cloud of chemi-
cals wafting out of the fac-
tory’s chimney.

“It was on all day during 
Labor Day weekend,” said 
Jeanne Korin, whose Eagle 
Street yard is directly behind 
the factory. “Our neighbors 
moved their party indoors be-
cause of the smell. My whole 
house stank of it.”

Korin approached KB’s 
owner, Konstantin Bojanov, 
who has built sculptures for 
artists such as Jeff Koons, Bar-
bara Kruger, Marcel Dzama, 
Richard Prince and Christian 
Jankowski, about the fumes. 
Wearing a mask as he spoke, 
Bojanov said he’d put a fan on 
and the polystyrene chemical 
smell would dissipate.

But the problem has con-
tinued as the factory raced 
to finish Ryman’s order by 
the end of October.

By Dan MacLeod
The Brooklyn Paper

No booze for you!
A Community Board 10 

panel unanimously declined 
to renew a notorious 62nd 
Street karaoke club’s liquor li-
cense, saying that it is a den of 
underage drinking, violence, 
and drug use — even though 
someone claiming to be the 
new owner says she’s going 
to clean up the place.

V Lounge, a karaoke joint 
between Eighth and Ninth 
avenues, has been the site 
of four stabbings, one vi-
cious beating, illegal drug 
use, illegal indoor smok-
ing, and rampant underage 
drinking since 2007, ac-
cording to cops, the State 
Liquor Authority and mem-
bers of Community Board 
10’s Police and Safety Com-
mittee, which found those 

Battle rages — on high
Fight over ‘Skyscraper’ District nears climax

Co-op residents, who have 
been the district’s most vocal 
opponents, are lobbying lo-
cal pols and setting up meet-
ings with Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Brooklyn Heights), 
who has not decided on how 
he will vote.

And a who’s-who of 
Brooklyn business groups 
and property owners, in-
cluding SL Green Realty, 
Brooklyn Law School, and 
the Real Estate Board of New 
York, is following suit. The 
 entities condemned the dis-
trict in July  and has kept up 

the fight.
“We’re meeting with a 

number of Brooklyn coun-
cilmembers to get our message 
across,” said Arthur Goldstein, 
attorney for Joseph P. Day Re-
alty Corp., which owns four 
buildings in the district, which 
is opposes. “In these economic 
times, the government should 
be treading very carefully on 
where it adds additional reg-
ulations.”

Downtown is already 
scrambling to find tenants, 
with vacancy rates hover-
ing around 15 percent along 
Court Street compared to 
the Manhattan average of 
9 percent, said Chris Ha-
vens of Creative Real Es-
tate Group.

Supporters of the dis-
trict are firing back — say-
ing that the naysayers will 
come around.

“The Council should ap-
prove the district — it’s their 
public duty,” said Judy Stan-
ton, executive director of the 
Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion. “This will help im-
prove and revitalize Down-
town. Any building that’s 
included should be proud 
and I think landlords will 
come to see that.”

Stanton’s powerful neigh-
borhood group has long 
pushed for the designation 
and is also planning discus-

sions with Councilman Levin 
and Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Cobble Hill).

The “Skyscraper” district 
comprises 21 buildings along 
Court Street from Montague 
Street to Livingston Street, 
including the already land-
marked Borough Hall; 
13-story Temple Bar Building 
on Court Street; the 35-story 
Montague-Court Building at 
16 Court St.; and the Mu-
nicipal Building, which will 
soon be  transformed into a 
mini-mall .

Opponents have long tried 
to squash the designation, 
complaining that it will cause 
maintenance fees to soar be-
cause of the intricate rules of 
the historic districts. 

Murphy said that resi-
dents of 75 Livingston al-
ready spent $6 million in 
the last 22 years to reno-
vate the building’s façade, 
and that the landmark desig-
nation would raise costs and 
end up deterring people from 
being good stewards to their 
buildings.

Despite such lobbying, 
residents of 75 Livingston St. 
failed to persuade the Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion to remove their 1927 neo-
Romanesque building from 
the district  when the panel 
approved the zone in Sep-
tember .

The tower at 16 Court 
St. would be covered 
by the new Skyscraper 
Historic District.

Union fi ghts 
charter plan
Millman, UFT suddenly 
come up with a ‘plan’

The School of International Studies
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WILLIAMSBURG

Neighbors: This art stinks
Folks are fuming over studio’s exhaust and noise

commissions from differ-
ent artists. Who knows what 
kinds of chemicals they will 
be using?”

Residents want the art 
manufacturer to move out 
of the neighborhood, but 
KB’s building, which is al-
most 60-years-old, has been 
grandfathered for storage or 
manufacturing purposes de-
spite its residential zoning.

Bojanov was travelling 
in Europe and could not be 
reached for comment, but a 
worker at the factory said 
last week that the company 
is working with the city to 
fix its exhaust system and 
expects to come up with a 
solution soon.

Ryman, whose resin roses 
 wowed Park Avenue last win-
ter , did not respond to an e-
mail requesting comment. 
But his representative at 
Chelsea’s Paul Kasmin Gal-
lery said that KB is making 
flower sculptures for his in-
stallation opening in Florida 
next month entitled , “Desub-
limation of the Rose. ”

Meanwhile, Korin’s young 
son, Adrian, just wants to 
smell the roses in his own 
yard without breathing in 
resin chemicals.

“There’s a playhouse, I 
have lots of toys in my back-
yard, and I like to play with 
them but now I can’t,” said 
Adrian Korin. “Their vent 
makes these noises — I can 
even smell it from inside my 
house.”

“They don’t turn it off un-
til they’re done,” said Ko-
rin. “They don’t listen. [The 
work] is more important than 
their neighbors.”

Korin and her neighbors 
complained to the city about 
the chemical smell on Oct. 
7, and Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection inspec-
tors issued a $560 noise vio-
lation. Neighbors called the 
city again about noise and 
smell emanating from the 

warehouse on Oct. 26, but 
the city has not acted on that 
complaint.

A worker at the factory 
told George Korin that the 
plant is using polystyrene 
resin.

“It smells like airplane 
model glue from my youth 
— it’s a very volatile kind of 
smell,” said Korin. “I don’t 
know what they’re going to 
be doing in there in the fu-
ture. They have all kinds of 

Jeanne Korin and her son, Darius, want the found-
ry to reduce its noise and fix its exhaust system so 
it won’t pollute their Eagle Street backyard.
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Residents singing kara-NO-ke
Board slams singing bar’s request for a liquor license 

BAY RIDGE

reasons enough to pass on 
the license to serve booze, 
a pre-requisite at most ka-
raoke bars.

The city  suspended the 
club’s license late last month 
and fined owners $3,000  for 
building code violations and 
allowing smoking inside.

A lawyer saying that 
he represented new owner 
Xiu Qin Li told CB10 that Li 
had purchased the business 
from Kevin Leung in the past 
month, and that she planned 
to clean up the beleaguered 
nightspot by removing the 
dance floor installing more 
private karaoke booths.

But board members didn’t 
buy it, saying that previous 
owners had sung the same 
old love song — but, like a 
jingle that gets stuck in your 
head, there was never any 
depth to the emotion.

“If you actually operated 
this business like this, that’s 
great,” Brian Kieran told Li. 
“But there’s no reason to be-
lieve that it will be any dif-
ferent.”

Reports of violence at the 
club stretch back to 2007, 
when two black men were 
attacked with clubs and bot-
tles by a gang of Asian men 
— a crime that  cops said 
may have been racially mo-
tivated .

This year, there have been 
four stabbings, with two hap-
pening between  June 28  and  
July 5 , in or near the club, 
cops said.

In the past year, there have 
been more than 50 calls from 
neighbors for “unbearable 
noise,” underage kids puking 
and being disorderly, added 
CB10 District Manager Jo-
sephine Beckmann. 

Some board members 
cited the club’s sordid his-
tory to question the need for 
a karaoke bar at all.

“Maybe this is not the 
kind of business that belongs 
in that neighborhood,” said 

Fran Vella-Marrone. 
On top of that, Neil Vi-

soky, the lawyer who spoke 
for Lee claiming she didn’t 
speak English, couldn’t an-
swer even the most basic 
questions about the club, 
such as why his client, a reg-
istered nurse, would want 
to get into the business, or 
how much the renovations 
would cost.

He also claimed he was 
not aware that the club was 
the site of violence or that 
it had been slapped with a 
number of violations.

“I had no idea,” said Vi-
soky.

Board members scoffed at 
his lack of familiarity with 
the club.

“You should probably 
Google it,” said Michael 
Festo.

V Lounge club is one of 
two karaoke joints in the area 
with shady histories.  Crown 
KTV on 64th Street  also has 
been accused of being a den 
of violence, underage drink-
ing, and cocaine being snort-
ing off the bar. 

Community Board 10 slammed a notorious kara-
oke club, saying that it has always been a thorn in 
residents’ sides.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ev
e 

So
lo

m
o

ns
o

n



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25004  AWP  November 25–December 1, 2011

Serving the Special Needs of  
NY’s Developmentally Disabled 

  - Qualified Professionals (QMRP’s)
   - Environment of Warmth and Caring

   - Home Community Based Services through IRA’s
   - Current Capacity of 40 individuals

   - Allows members to remain as part of family unit
   - Helps families with coping skills 

   - Consumer Advocates work with service coordinators to help  
      members reach goals through individualized service plan

 
    - Reinforces individualized attention provided by coordinator

 LIFE ADJUSTMENT CENTER, INC.

718-312-8341
168 7th St & 3rd Ave

macsupportstore.com
support@macsupportstore.com

 The Mac
Support Store

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience in 
the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations. That reputation has grown due to our 
reliable, honest and affordable service. Honesty means never 

recommending work that is unnecessary and giving you an 
accurate price before we do the work…no hidden fees. At A Good 
Plumber Inc., we believe customer service is about exceeding the 

customer’s expectations before, during, and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose 
“A Good Plumber”?

Another iPhone is swiped
77TH PRECINCT

Prospect Heights

iPhone roam
A gun-toting criminal 

stole a cellphone on Ster-
ling Place on Nov. 21.

The 29-year-old victim 
told cops he was between 
Underhill and Vanderbilt 
avenues just after midnight, 
when the crook approached 
him, brandished a black hand-
gun and demanded that he 
give up his iPhone.

De-phoned
A couple of crooks stole a 

woman’s cellphone on Van-
derbilt Avenue on Nov. 18.

The 43-year-old victim told 
cops that she was at Park Place 
at 6:15 pm when some thugs 
took her phone and fled.

Digital dig
A tech-loving jerk stole 

a bunch of electronics from 

a man on Sterling Place on 
Nov. 19.

The 51-year-old victim 
told cops that he was between 
Vanderbilt and Flatbush av-
enues at 10:05 pm and was 
removing a bag filled with 
his camera, tablet and iPod 
from his car.

That’s when a geeky crim-
inal grabbed the satchel and 
fled.

Fire no escape
A self-pleasuring creep 

scared a woman on Under-
hill Avenue on Nov. 21.

The 30-year-old victim 
told cops that she was in-
side her apartment between 
St. Johns and Sterling places 
at 7:55 pm when she heard a 
noise. She looked outside to 
find a man masturbating on 
her fire escape.

He fled before more came 
of the incident.
 — Eli Rosenberg

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Scoot and run
A jerk beat up a woman on 

Carroll Street on Nov. 14.
The 29-year-old victim 

told cops that she was near 
Fiske Place when a man on a 
scooter rode up and shouted, 
“Give it up!” He then grabbed 
her $200 iPhone, pushed her 
down — and rode away, leav-
ing the poor lady with cuts 
and scrapes.

Bed burglar
A jerk stole thousands of 

dollars from an apartment of 
Fifth Avenue on Nov. 19.

The 54-year-old victim 
told cops that he left his 
home near 14th Street at 
6:30 pm, then came back the 
next day at 8 am. That was 
enough time for the crook 
to snatch $20, 000 from un-
der his bed.

No windows or doors were 
broken.

Got school’d
A crook snatched some 

school supplies from a stu-
dent on Fourth Avenue on 
Nov. 19.

The 26-year-old victim 
told cops that he was near 
11th Street at 6:15 am when 
a man ran up and ripped a 
backpack full of books off 
his shoulder.

Book him
A thief stole a wallet 

from a customer at a book 
shop on Seventh Avenue on 
Nov. 18.

The 30-year-old victim 
told cops that she had set her 

wallet inside her stroller at 
Barnes and Noble near Sixth 
Street at 1:10 pm, then walked 
away for 20 minutes. That 
was enough time for the jerk 
to snatch her pocketbook — 
along with the $11 inside.

Tuned out
A crafty crook jacked a 

fancy TV and more from an 
apartment on 15th Street on 
Nov. 16.

The 41-year-old victim 
told cops that she had locked 
her home near Fourth Ave-
nue at 9 am before leaving 
for the day. She came back 
at 4:30 pm and discovered 
her $1,200 flat-screen TV 
and $4,000 worth of jew-
elry gone.

Her rear window was 
ajar.

Sad song
A crook jacked two mu-

sical instruments from a car 
parked on the quiet stretch 
of Flatbush Avenue near 
the Prospect Park Zoo on 
Nov. 15.

The 52-year-old victim 
told cops that she had locked 
two violins worth $2,200 in-
side her 2008 Range Rover 
near Empire Boulevard at 
9 am, then came back at 6 
pm. That’s when she discov-
ered the pretty violins — 
and $200 worth of clothes 
— gone.
 — Natalie O’Neill

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Lock jaw
A thug clobbered a man in 

his head with a bike lock on 
Nassau Avenue on Nov. 17.

The victim and his tor-
mentor got into an argu-
ment near Newel Street at 3 
am, but the battle turned vi-
olent when the perp smashed 
the man in the head with a 
bike lock.

Lights out
Two thieves stole several 

lamps from a N. Eighth Street 
business on Nov. 9.

The perps entered the 
building near Bedford Av-
enue at 11:30 pm to steal the 
accessories.

Compu-crime
A thief stole a Macbook 

computer and some jewelry 
from a Manhattan Avenue 
home on Nov. 15.

The tenant and her three 
kids left the house near Du-
pont Street at 8 am, but when 
one of her kids came home 
at 4:30 pm, he noticed that 
the computer and some jew-
elry were missing.

Cash out
A thief stole some cash 

from a Wythe Avenue bakery 
overnight on Nov. 14.

The store owner locked up 
his building near N. Eighth 
Street at 8 pm, but when he 
returned at 4:15 am, he saw 
the door was damaged and his 
cash drawer was emptied. 

Tools timed
A thief stole a set of tools 

from a car on Kent Avenue 
on Nov. 8.

The driver parked near N. 
Fourth Street at 10 am and 
returned five hours later to 
find his tools missing.

Camrys copped
At least two Toyota sedans 

were swiped last week:
• A thief stole one from 

Franklin Street near Java 
Street between 9 pm on Nov. 
15 and 8 am the next day.

• Another Camry was 
swiped from Wythe Avenue 
near N. Fourth Street between 
10:30 pm on Nov. 17 and 8:30 
pm the next day.
 — Aaron Short

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Takes two
Police caught two 13-year-

old suspects after a string of 
thefts in South Williamsburg 
on Nov. 20.

The perps allegedly 
grabbed a woman’s purse at 
Clymer Street near Wythe 
Avenue while she was wait-
ing for a bus at 5:15 pm, then 
snatched a pair of glasses 
from a woman inside her 
Ross Street building near 
Kent Avenue at 5:30 pm, 
before taking another wom-
an’s purse in front of a Wythe 
Place building near Wilson 
Street 10 minutes later.

Police canvassed the area, 
and nabbed their suspects.

Bag job
Two gunmen threatened a 

woman and took her purse on 
Nov. 20 on Union Avenue.

The victim walked into 
her building near Ainslie 
Street at 7:30 pm, and the 
thugs followed her inside be-
fore one flashed a black hand-
gun and screamed, “Give me 
your bag.” 

The victim complied.

iPhony fiend
A thief stole an iPhone 

from a woman on Metro-
politan Avenue on Nov. 19 
— but gave it back just as 
quickly.

The victim was near Gra-
ham Avenue at 6:30 pm, 
when the perp tapped her 
on the shoulder and grabbed 
the Jobsian device from her 
hand.

She screamed, and the 
perp handed the phone back 
and ran away.

iPhone iSnatch
A thief stole an iPhone 

from a woman on Lorimer 
Street on Nov. 20.

The victim was talking on 
her phone near Broadway at 
6:55 pm when the perp ripped 
it out of her hand and fled up 
Lorimer Street.

Knifey spoony
A burglar threatened a ten-

ant with a knife inside his S. 
Second Street apartment on 
Nov. 19 — was arrested a few 
hours later, cops said.

The tenant left his apart-
ment near Marcy Avenue at 
5:45 pm to walk his dog, and 
returned to find the alleged 
thief, who grabbed a knife 
and threatened him.

The perp fled the apart-
ment, but an officer stopped 
and cuffed him, police 
said.

Tool time
A thief stole a saw and two 

drills from a Metropolitan 
Avenue garage on Nov. 20.

The homeowner said that 
he locked his garage near 
Leonard Street at 3 am, but 
when he returned five hours 
later, he saw the lock was bro-
ken and his stuff was gone.

Nifty necklaces 
A thief stole $1,000 worth 

of necklaces, a Nintendo 
system and $300 from a S. 
Fourth Street apartment on 
Nov. 20.

The tenant left her home 
near Union Avenue at 2:30 
pm, but when she returned 
four hours later, she saw her 
property was gone.
 — Aaron Short

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Stone cold
A brick-wielding lunatic 

smashed a man’s nose on Ful-
ton Street on Nov. 15.

The 37-year-old victim 
told police that he was near 
Putnam Avenue at 6:55 pm 
when a stranger approached 
and said, “Do you want me to 
hit you with this brick?”

The thug then struck him 
with the block, slashing his 
face and giving him a nose-
bleed. The perp fled south 
on Grand Avenue.

In the bag
Some thug put a woman 

in a chokehold on Clinton 
Avenue on Nov. 20 to steal 
her purse, iPod and cell-
phone.

The 26-year-old vic-
tim told cops that she was 
near Lafayette Avenue at 
midnight when a stranger 
grabbed her by the neck and 
ordered, “Give me the phone, 
give me the phone!”

The crook grabbed her 
pocketbook and fled with 
her credit cards, California 
ID and Android phone.

Cops are seeking a 
35-year-old, 6-foot-2, 
220-pound suspect.

Early attack
A marauder stole a wom-

an’s purse on Clinton Avenue 
on Nov. 17 after he punched 
her in the face.

The 31-year-old victim 
told police that she had 
just gotten out of a cab at 
3:35 am near DeKalb Ave-
nue when the thug socked 
her mouth and fled with her 
handbag.

The thief — described as 
6-foot-2 and 180 pounds — 

scored $200, a Palm cell-
phone, and credit cards.

Wheel and steal
Twin thieves on bicycles 

snatched the iPhone from a 
woman on Carlton Avenue 
on Nov. 15.

The 23-year-old victim 
told cops that she was near 
Flushing Avenue at 10:45 pm 
when the freewheeling ban-
dits approached from behind 
an grabbed her mobile.

Phoned it in
An Apple-hungry outlaw 

snatched an iPhone from a 
woman on Atlantic Avenue 
on Nov. 14.

The 24-year-old victim 
told cops that she was near 
Fourth Avenue at 7:15 pm 
when a stranger ripped her 
mobile from her hand and 
fled.

Alarm haul
A thief stole $1,600 and a 

designer bag from a car on 
Clermont Avenue on Nov. 
19 as the owner attended a 
prayer meeting.

The 54-year-old victim 
told cops he parked near Myr-
tle Avenue at 8:15 pm. When 
he returned 15 minutes later, 
his Kenneth Cole bag, check-
book and cash were gone.

Low gear
Some thief boosted a white 

sedan from Park Avenue on 
Nov. 13 — also scoring box-
ing equipment, prescription 
drugs and an MP3 player.

The 31-year-old victim 
told cops that he parked near 
N. Elliott Place at 9 pm. When 
he returned the next morning, 
his 2007 Acura was gone.

Subway bandit
A teen thief tried to steal 

a man’s stuff on the Classon 
Avenue G train platform on 
Nov. 18 — but cops caught 
up with the alleged would-be 
bandit.

The 38-year-old victim 
told police that he emerged 
from the Queens-bound sub-
way at 10:30 pm when the 
young crook reached into 
his satchel.

The victim ran after the 
perp, who yelled, “Stop fol-
lowing me or I’ll f—k you 
up!”

Police arrested a 17-year-
old suspect shortly after.

Gate crasher
Some jerk stole a metal 

gate from a home on Carlton 
Avenue earlier this month as 
the owner did renovations.

The 61-year-old victim 
told cops that she left the res-
idence near Green Avenue at 
1 pm on Nov. 10. When she 
returned four days later, the 
$1,500 gate was gone.

National grift
A thief lifted a laptop from 

a National Grid truck on Clin-
ton Avenue on Nov. 15.

An employee told police 
that he left the vehicle near 
DeKalb Avenue at 4:20 pm. 
When he returned 10 min-
utes later, the Dell device 
was gone.

Credit score
A sneaky thief broke into 

a Honda on Hall Street on 
Nov. 14 — snatching credit 
cards and using them to buy 
appliances.

The 49-year-old victim 
from New Jersey told po-
lice that she parked near 
Willoughby Avenue at 4 
pm and when she returned 
90 minutes later, her cards, 
$25 and her Green Card were 
missing.

She told cops that the 
thieves used one of her cards 
at an appliance store.

Game over
A heartless grifter stole a 

PlayStation 3 and Nintendo 
Wii from the Atlantic Termi-
nal Community Center.

An employee told cops that 
when he left the public hous-
ing facility on Carlton Av-
enue on Nov. 10, he stored 
the consoles, controllers and 
games in a closet. When he 
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returned five days later, they 
were gone.

Break dance
A burglar snatched hun-

dreds of dollars worth of tools 
from a Fulton Street dance 
studio on Nov. 14.

An employee told po-
lice that she left the parlor 
near Hudson Avenue at 6 
pm. When she returned the 
next morning, a bevy of items 
was gone — including drills, 
saws, a two-line phone, and 
satin nickel floor bumper.

— Kate Briquelet

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Gunpoint rob
Two goons pulled a gun on 

a 39-year-old during a vio-
lent mugging on Baltic Street 
on Nov. 20.

The victim was nearing 
Hoyt Street at 12:30 am when 
the suspects approached, de-
manded property, then pistol-
whipped him when he didn’t 
move fast enough.

Oh, honey!
Thieves looted the Ted 

and Honey Café on Clin-
ton Street on Nov. 21, tak-
ing two safes that contained 
more than $9,000, an iPad 
and a laptop computer.

Burglars entered the eat-
ery at Verandah Place through 
an unlocked basement door 
after workers closed for the 
night at 1 am. A delivery ser-
vice found the side door open 
— and the café  ransacked 
— at 3 am, employees told 
police.

Vale villain
A thief in a bright red 

jacket smashed his way into 
a Pacific Street business on 
Nov. 15, taking a $2,500 Ap-
ple MacBook.

Witnesses told police 
that the thief used a brick 
to break the glass window 
to Natasha Vale Design be-
tween Henry and Clinton 
streets at 4:30 am.

Catfight!
Police said they arrested a 

37-year-old woman who at-
tacked a 37-year-old during 
a fierce Nov. 21 catfight on 
Columbia Street.

The two women, who 
knew each other, were ar-
guing near Lorraine Street 
at 9:30 am when the 37-year-
old spit at her opponent, then 
grabbed her by the hair and 
bit her lip — leaving her with 
injuries that needed medical 
attention.

— Thomas Tracy

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker 

Heights

Rim jobs
Thieves stole wheels off at 

least two cars last week:
• Wheel bandits swiped a 

set of fancy rims and tires off 
a car on 77th Street overnight 
on Nov. 16. The victim told 
cops that she parked between 
Fort Hamilton Parkway and 
10th Avenue at around 9 pm, 
but all four tires were gone 
the next morning.

• Thieves took two wheels 
from a car on Shore Road 
overnight on Nov. 14. The 
victim said that she had 
left her Audi between 98th 
and 99th streets at 9 pm, but 
they were gone by 7 the next 
morning.

Sneak thief
Thieves sneaked into 

a Fort Hamilton Parkway 
apartment over the week-
end on Nov. 11 and swiped 
nearly $4,000 in goods and 
cash.

The victim told cops that 
he left his home between 
95th and 97th streets at 2:30 
on Nov. 10 and returned on 
Monday morning to find 
that burglars had sneaked 
through his front door and 
made off with his watches, 
iPod, laptop, clothes and 
cash.

Pick and grab
Burglars picked the lock 

on a 63rd Street apartment 
on Nov. 17 and made off with 
jewelry.

The victim told cops that 
she left her house between 
11th and 12th avenues at 7:30 
am. When she returned less 
than 12 hours later, her front 
door was unlocked, and a gold 
watch and pendant were 
missing.

Beatles fans
Thieves pinched $1,000 

from an 85th Street apart-
ment on Nov. 17 after they 
came in through the bath-
room window.

The victim told cops 
that he left his house be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues at 7:20 am. When he 
returned at 4:30, he found 
his bathroom window open, 
and $1,000 missing.

 — Dan MacLeod

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Mirror, mirror
A thief stole the side-view 

mirrors from a car on Cran-
berry Street sometime be-
tween Nov. 15 and Nov. 18.

The vehicle’s owner said 
he parked between Willow 
Street and Columbia Heights 
at 6 pm on Nov. 15. Three 
days later, the mirrors were 
missing.

Smoked out
A tobacco fiend stole 12 

cartons of cigarettes from a 
Montague Street drug store 
on Nov. 17. 

A witness told police that 
the thief entered the store at 
Clinton Street at 10:30 pm 
and removed the cancer sticks 
from a display case behind 
the counter.

The cartons are worth 
$1,378, making this any-
thing but a petty crime.

Subway bust
Police arrested two men 

for stealing an iPod at the 
Pacific Street subway sta-
tion on Nov. 17.

The victim said that he 
was on a Brighton Beach-
bound B train at 7 pm when 
the men elbowed him in 
the face, grabbed his music 
player and fled.

Cops arrested two men 
later — and they still had the 
stolen device, police said.

Copper heist
A thief broke into a 

Schermerhorn Street con-
struction site overnight on 
Nov. 16 to steal  the most pre-
cious of no-so-precious met-
als : copper. 

A supervisor at the build-
ing, between Hoyt and Bond 
streets, said that he closed the 
site at 4 pm and returned at 
6 am to find $400 worth of 
the new gold missing.

High schooled
A thief stole a laptop from 

a high school on Flatbush Av-
enue Extension on Nov. 15.

Officials at the Urban As-
sembly School of Music and 
Art told police that the lap-
top was stolen from a locked 
classroom at the school at 
Bridge Street around 7:45 
am.

49 Flatbush Avenue Ext.

Cellphone robs
At least six cellphones 

were stolen last week. Here 
are the details:

• Three thieves stole a 
woman’s cellphone on Cad-
man Plaza West near Mid-
dagh Street at 6 pm on Nov. 
18.

• A woman’s Blackberry 
was swiped on Willoughby 
Street near Adams Street at 
1:15 pm on Nov. 19.

• A man’s iPhone was 
picked on Joralemon Street 
near Clinton Street at 11 pm 
on Nov. 13

• A woman’s cellphone 
was snatched on Fourth and 
Atlantic avenues at 7:15 pm 
on Nov. 14.

• A woman’s iPhone was 
grabbed on Cranberry Street 
near Henry Street at 7:40 pm 
on Nov. 15.

• A woman’s phone was 
nabbed on a Manhattan-bound 
A train at the Hoyt-Schermer-
horn Street subway station at 
10 am on Nov. 16.
 — Daniel Bush
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218 MYRTLE AVENUE, BROOKLYN
347-382-8082 or 347-382-8083 • www.redapplenyc.com

Hours: Monday–Saturday 7am-10pm • Sunday 7am-9pm

RED APPLE ALSO FEATURES
ALL AT EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!

Chock Full O’Nuts Cafe • ATM Machine • Delivery • Lotto
Senior Citizen Discount* • Bonus Savings Card* • EBT • WIC Coming Soon

*See Store For Details

Ethnic • Organic • Sugar Free • All Natural • Gluten Free • ShopRite Label

WE HAVE A FULL LINE OF MEAT, PRODUCE, DELI, DAIRY
FROZEN & BAKERY AS WELL AS GROCERY ITEMS INCLUDING

LOOK WHO’S ARRIVED IN BROOKLYN!
GRAND OPENING GOING ON NOW!

CHECK OUT THESE GREAT SPECIALS Prices
Effective

11/25-12/1/11

Progresso
Vegetable

Classics Soup

3/$5 18.5-19 oz.

California • Seedless

Red
Grapes
$169

lb.

ShopRite
1% Milk

$199
128 oz. Gallon

Rotisserie
Whole

Chicken
$399

35 oz.

Turkey Hill
Ice Cream
$119

16 oz.

Florida

Juice
Oranges
$299

Each

California

Broccoli
Crowns

99¢
lb.

Eggo
Waffles

2/$5 10.9-12.3 oz.

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

ASSORTED
VARIETIES ASSORTED

VARIETIES

Pollo Fresco
Chicken Thighs or
Drumsticks

89¢
lb.

USDA Choice
Certified Angus Beef

Boneless

Sirloin Steak
$299

lb.

MAX
PACK

MAX
PACK

Gatorade
Drinks

5/$5 32 oz.

4 LB.
BAG

ShopRite
Bacon

$299
16 oz.

Duncan Hines
Cake Mix

4/$5 18.25 oz.

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

BBQ, ITALIAN OR
TRADITIONAL

EXCLUDES
SPECIAL K OR
WHOLE WHEAT

10 CT. Chobani
Greek Style

Yogurt

99¢
6 oz.

ASSORTED
VARIETIES
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Purchase these deals online at www.BoroDeal.com
New deals every week

Looking for different deals?

Make sure you’ve got all the wine you need for your 
next get-together with today’s deal from LONG’S 

WINES & LIQUORS: $15 gets you $30 worth of wine!
Buy until November 30.

L ki f diff t d l ?

All you need is a reason to celebrate—like today’s deal 
from CASA PEPE. Just $30 gets you $60 worth of

Mexican and Spanish fare!
Buy until November 30.

 Pizza cooked in enormous, wood-fired ovens, 
satisfys your taste buds like todays deal:

$10 gets you $20 worth of food at LA VILLA.
Buy until November 30.

Get Deals, Dicounts And Savings of up to 90%
at your favorite Brooklyn restaurants, bars, theaters, spas and much more!

By TRAVEL MASTER

Antigua and Barbuda are 
great places to unwind, and 
there are a number of ways in 
which you can do so.  Sail-
ing, yachting, snorkeling and 
scuba diving are available, as 
is just lying on the beach.  So 
are tennis, golf and sightsee-
ing, including some interest-
ing historical venues.  

As for the beaches, there 
are 365 of them on Antigua, 
one for each day of the year. 
Most of them rest inside the 
calm, protected waters of the 
island’s Caribbean side. All 
are open to the public, and 
so the challenge is just mak-
ing a choice!  

Antigua is a major sailing 
and yachting center, and that 
that may be one reason that 
quite a few famous people 
frequent the island.  They in-
clude fashion designer Gior-
gio Armani, Viv Richards, 
West Indian cricket legend 
(the Sir Vivian Richards Sta-
dium in Antigua was named 
in his honor), and Timothy 
Dalton, the actor, of James 
Bond fame.

Sailing has been a cen-

tral part of Antigua’s cul-
ture for centuries. Given An-
tigua’s rich marine tradition, 
it is no surprise that boats of 
all sorts can be hired in on 
the island. Most hotels have 
Sunfish or Sailfish, and a 
number of companies hire 
yachts. 

The highlight of Anti-
gua’s boating scene this 
year will be the 50th An-
nual Antigua Charter Yacht 
Show.  It takes place from 
December 4th through 10th 
at Nelson’s Dockyard, and 
American Airlines Flight 
673, beginning on Novem-
ber 17, will get you there in 
plenty of time! 

But you don’t have to be 
a sunbather or a yachtsman 
to enjoy Antigua and Bar-
buda.  Diving and Snorkel-
ing are favored by many visi-
tors, and the two islands have 
hundreds of wrecks to ex-
plore and good shelf diving.  
Divers can arrange for equip-
ment through their hotel or 
guest house. 

For those who want to par-
take of nature on terra firma, 
hiking and birdwatching are 

there to enjoy.  Antigua has 
many hiking trails, and there 
are a multitude of bird spe-
cies to be found.  And, if you 
are ecologically minded, you 
might want to try zip-wir-
ing through the rainforests or 
sign up for Antigua’s Rain-
forest Canopy Tours. 

But let’s not forget the his-
torical side of these extraordi-
nary islands.  Antigua’s Eng-
lish Harbor is the ideal place 
to get in touch with the is-
lands’ past, and in the 1780s 
the British, under Vice Ad-
miral Horatio Nelson, made 
the harbor their Caribbean 
base.  It is also the site of 
the restored British colonial 

naval station called Nelson’s 
Dockyard, mentioned above 
and named, of course, after 
Admiral Nelson.  It was also 
at English Harbor that a Brit-
ish peer and Acting Com-
mander Thomas Pitt, the sec-
ond Baron Camelford, shot 
dead a lower-born officer 
in a pistol duel because the 
latter refused to bow to His 
Lordship.

Dining in Antigua and 
Barbuda is another activ-
ity to savor.  Around much 
of the islands, menus are 
geared toward tourists and 
offer typical Euro-Amer-
ican style food.  However, 
if you prefer to sample the 

native fare, you’ll have no 
trouble finding a restaurant 
that serves up tempting lo-
cal specialties. 

The beaches, the boat-
ing, the nature exploration, 
the history and the cuisine 
– you and your family have 
found plenty to enjoy on 
these unique islands.  Now 
it’s time to return home on 
American Airlines Flight 
678, and -- if you can stand 
a little more pampering -- 
select the sumptuous Busi-
ness Class cabin!

For additional informa-
tion about Antigua and 
Barbuda, please log onto 
www.antigua-barbuda.org.

TRAVEL ADVERTORIAL

Antigua – Land of Sun, Sea and Escape
American Airlines Begins Direct Flights from New York on November 17

Located southeast of Puerto Rico in the Leeward Is-
lands, the popular Caribbean destination of Antigua 
actually consists of two islands – Antigua and Bar-

buda, plus several smaller islands.  These islands offer just 
about everything that a New York-area family looking for 
a winter getaway could desire:  warm, steady winds, a 
coastline of safe harbors, and a protective, nearly unbro-
ken wall of coral reef.   Temperatures in Antigua and Bar-
buda generally range from the mid-seventies in the winter 
to the mid-eighties in the summer.

Beginning on November 17, you can fly to Antigua on a 
new, direct nonstop flight operated by American Airlines 
from John F. Kennedy International Airport.  American 
Airlines Flight 673 departs from JFK at 8:25 AM on Mon-
days, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, arriving in Anti-
gua at 1:40 p.m.  The return flight, 678, departs from An-
tigua the following days – Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays, arriving at JFK at 7:00 p.m.  Both flights 
use a Boeing 737-800 with 16 seats in Business Class and 
132 seats in Coach.
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English Harbor (above) is the center of yachting activity in Antigua and Barbuda, 
and it is also a great place for delving into the islands’ fascinating history. (At right) 
You don‘t have to be a competitive sailor to enjoy Antigua and Barbuda, but if you 
are, you will find it the idea destination for indulging your seagoing passion.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

The owner of a cheap 
neighborhood favorite will 
close his restaurant after 45 
years in Park Slope and Pros-
pect Heights, citing a land-
lord-tenant dispute fueled by 
a nearby sports arena.

Paul Haye, who runs  Chris-
tie’s Jamaican Patties  on Flat-
bush Avenue and Sterling 
Place, says he’ll close by Jan-
uary, claiming his landlord — 
 who last spring welcomed em-
battled sports bar Prime 6  to 
the neighborhood — gave 
him the boot in order to col-
lect higher rent from a new ten-
ant, now that Barclays Center 
is closer to completion.

Then again, he might just 
be deliquent on rent, as the 
landlord, Lina Feng, coun-
tered in court documents.

“She’s trying to kick me 

out,” he said. “I don’t think it’s 
worth the stress; it’s killing 
me. I’ve had so many sleep-
less nights.”

The dispute is the latest ev-
idence that small businesses 
may have trouble staying 
open near the arena, where 
the Nets will play basket-
ball next season (if there is 
a season).

Businesses in Fort Greene 
and north Park Slope also re-
port that landlords have dou-
bled rent, citing proximity to 
the arena in new real-estate 
ads.

Christie’s opened in 1966 
across the street from its cur-
rent location, offering the 
tasty pastries — which one 
online reviewer called “the 
best damn patties on the 
planet” — along with its fa-
mous coco bread to neigh-
bors on the go.

Patty wake 
patty wake
Christie’s on Flatbush Av. 
to close in a rent dispute

Paul Haye says a rent hike is threatening his leg-
endary Jamaican patty stand, Christie’s, on Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect Heights.
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A particularly popular 
item was the patty on coco 
bread, though there are few 
diets that would permit it.

In 2006, Haye reopened 
at its current location, then 
scored a write-up in the New 
York Times, a Manhattan 
newspaper, which called the 
patties “practically a meal in 
itself.”

Even today, hungry neigh-
bors can still buy the flaky 
meat-filled treat for just $2.

Recently, however, busi-
ness has slowed and Haye ad-
mitted to being two months 
late on rent. He said he tried 
to pay it — but the build-

ing owner then presented 
him with two bills totaling 
$20,000 for tax and late fees 
and then sued.

Feng — who had a high-
profile battle with Royal 
Video several years ago — 
did not respond to calls seek-
ing comment. A woman who 
answered her cellphone last 
Thursday would say only, “He 
owes her a lot of money” be-
fore hanging up.

Haye now says he’s consid-
ering opening elsewhere.

“I put my whole life into 
this place,” he said with a sigh. 
“But I don’t know if it’s worth 
it anymore.”

By Moses Jefferson
The Brooklyn Paper

Aaron Short’s relentless pursuit of 
shenanigans inside Assemblyman Vito 
Lopez’s office and its charity spin-off 
has kept readers in thrall for years — 
and now it’s won a major award.

Short and Laura Nahmias, a re-
porter for the Capital and City Hall 
News, have just been named the in-
augural recipients of a statewide in-
vestigative journalism competition 
run by New York Civic, a watchdog 
group founded by former Parks Com-
missioner Henry Stern.

Nahmias won the top prize of 
$2,000 for a story that uncovered 
several instances when Assembly-
man William Boyland Jr. sought ex-
pense reimbursements for items sup-
posedly bought in Albany when he was 
nowhere near the state capital.

Short was hot on her heels — and 
earned a cool grand — with his story, 
“This is supposed to be a senior cen-
ter. It’s actually Vito Lopez’s club-
house,”  which ran on BrooklynPa-
per.com on Oct. 13, 2010  and later 
in the New York Post, our sister pub-
lication.

The lede of the story said it all: 
“A Bushwick nonprofit that gets $1 
million in taxpayer dollars to pro-

that money in ‘consulting fees’ to the 
embattled lawmaker.”

Stern’s group cited not only that 
story, but Short’s “ongoing investi-
gation” into the Lopez-founded char-
ity, Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Cit-
izens Council.

“In this age of media consolidation, 
it is more important than ever that we 
vigorously support and encourage in-
vestigative journalism,” said Stern. 
“Laura Nahmias and Aaron Short up-
hold the great tradition of the media 
acting as watchdogs to keep politi-
cians honest and inform the public 
when they are not.”

Short has been with us since No-
vember, 2007. He is 30 years old, but 
is as spry as reporters six years his 
junior.

Short’s boss, Editor Gersh Kuntz-
man, was effusive in praise of his 
protege’s accomplishment.

“We’re always asking ourselves, 
‘What’s next for Aaron?’ — and 
now we know,” said Kuntzman. “We 
couldn’t be more proud of him.”

Lopez did not return a call seeking 
comment, but a Lopez opponent, Dem-
ocratic District Leader Lincoln Restler 
said, “Aaron Short is the rare intrepid 
journalist that keeps the Brooklyn es-
tablishment on its toes.”

vide services for seniors is instead 
renting out its first floor to Assem-
blyman Vito Lopez’s political club-
house — and giving back some of 

Mr. Short stands tall! 
Our reporter gets mega-cash for dogging Vito

Mirthful ace reporter Aaron 
Short toasts himself this time.
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GENERAL& COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne. Herpes
Warts. Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

CARLY WALLIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

Property Life 
& Auto Insurance

Jane Chrostowski
Personal Financial Representative

233 Nassau Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11222
Phone: 718-349-7200
Fax: 718-349-7960

jchrostowski@allstate.com

Lighting &
Furniture Showroom

All your lighting 
needs from moderate 
to High End

We offer on-site  
or in-showroom 
consultations

Conveniently located near Fairway Supermarket!
179 Richards St. (718) 909-3391
www.laluzinc.com Red Hook, Brooklyn

We carry:

We also carry exterior landscaping lighting

quently walked her dog in 
the park, suffered brain dam-
age after a cyclist collided 
with her in the same loca-
tion. Jacks has  sued the city 
for a “careless and reckless”  
lack of traffic enforcement 
on what should be a serene 
roadway.

Park-goers reported other 
accidents — and dozens 
of close calls —  at a task 
force meeting  attended by 
more than 100 people last 
Wednesday, where neigh-
bors compared the street 
to “the Wild West,” then 
asked for more signs, edu-
cation and increased police 
enforcement.

At the Prospect Park Alli-
ance-led hearing, suggested 
included the basic (“There 
has to be more police pres-
ence”), creative (“Why don’t 
we have a designated time 
for speed cycling?”) and far-
fetched (“I would eliminate 
all bikes all together”).

Others stressed the need 
for a car-free park, saying 
the shared roadway con-

fuses right of way rules — 
although cops noted most of 
the crashes occurred during 
car-free hours.

Nearly everyone agreed 
on one thing: The roadway 
needs attention from the city 
— both from the Department 
of Transportation and the Po-
lice Department.

“Enforcement is para-
mount,” said Forrest Cicogni, 
Jacks’s husband.

But racing cyclists, who 
use the park loop as a train-
ing area, became a frequent 
target of local ire.

“I’m enraged at some of 
these so-called serious cy-
clists,” said Henry Astor, who 
added he rides bikes him-
self. “Just because you wear 
Spandex and shave your legs 
doesn’t mean you’re a good 
cyclist. Some of these guys 
are out of control.”

On Monday afternoon, 
cyclists on the street fol-
lowed the rules — stay-
ing in between the new or-
ange cones — although few 
slowed down. Others looked 
confused, weaving around 

power walker Linda Cohen 
was struck by a 61-year-old 
cyclist on the same street. She 
suffered a medically induced 
coma and is now conscious 
but slowly recovering.

“It happened to her — 
and she knows the park in-
timately,” her friend Nancy 
Moccaldi said between sobs. 
“Now, her skull is frac-
tured. She is bruised and 
battered.”

It also comes after at least 
three cycling-related accidents 
plagued the park this past sum-
mer on the same loop.

Jacks filed a separate no-

tice of claim in Brooklyn Su-
preme Court against the cy-
clist with whom she collided. 
He then counter-sued, claim-
ing it was actually her fault 
for crossing the street out-
side the crosswalk.

At a road sharing task 
force meeting in the park 
on Wednesday, more than 
100 park-goers demanded 
stepped-up enforcement of 
roadway speed limits, bet-
ter signage and more cops 
on the popular street.

“This is a disgrace,” said 
Geoffrey Croft of New York 
City Park Advocates. “Our 
parks should be safe.”

last year that the signature 
on the document was hers, 
but added that she did not 
remember signing it.

She also said she had no 
idea how much Fisher and 
Battaglia were be-
ing paid.

“Nobody ever 
told me what 
they made,” 
said Cusimano, 
who is no longer 
on the board.

Another board 
member, Virginia 
Torres, said that the 
board discussed a 
salary increase for 
Fisher in late 2009 
or early 2010, not in 
February, 2008, as stated in 
the documents Ridgewood 
Bushwick sent to the city.

The charity’s human re-
sources director, Antoinette 
Kozlowski, also told city in-
spectors that the first time 
she saw any board docu-
ments concerning execu-
tive compensation was when 
Fisher gave her three sepa-
rate resolutions from meet-
ings in 2008, 2009, and 2010 
at the same time in the sum-
mer of 2010. Fisher told her 
that the original files had 
gone missing and these reso-
lutions were “re-created.”

In addition, city inves-
tigators found that Ridge-
wood Bushwick’s 2009 tax 
return was riddled with “in-
accuracies.”

The return did not include 
Fisher’s full compensation 
from a Ridgewood Bush-
wick home-care subsid-
iary, about $96,000, which 
she also managed.

The tax forms did say that 
an independent committee 
was monitoring Ridgewood 
Bushwick salaries, but the 
charity’s then-Chief Finan-
cial Officer Wesley Hitner 
said that he was not aware 
of such a review

In May, Ridgewood Bush-
wick filed an amended tax 
return with more than 20 al-
terations from its prior re-
turn, including the startling 
admission that Fisher’s sal-
ary “was not approved by the 
entire board” and its process 
for determining executive 
salaries was flawed.

Ridgewood Bushwick’s 
attorney told the Daily News, 
 which first reported  the city’s 
findings, that the charity has 
since replaced nearly all its 
board members and Fish-
er’s salary was incorrectly 
recorded on tax forms. 

But Fisher’s salary grab 
made other Ridgewood 
Bushwick executives skit-
tish.

Ridgewood Bushwick’s 
Youth, Education and Train-
ing Services Director, Ma-
ria Elana Zullo, told Fisher 
on several occasions be-
tween 2008 and 2010 that 
she was “not comfortable” 
receiving a 32-percent raise 
that increased her salary to 
$219,000 in July 2008, ac-
cording to Zullo’s testi-
mony. Fisher told her she 
“felt strongly” that Zullo’s 
work justified her salary, but 
agreed to reduce to $150,000 
in early 2010.

Fisher defended the pay 
increase as “retroactive com-
pensation” for salary owed 

to her since 1999, according 
to the city’s interviews with 
Ridgewood Bushwick’s CFO 
and accountant. She refused 
to directly answer questions 
from city investigators and 
calls made to her attorney 

and her Bushwick 
office were not re-
turned.

But Ridge-
wood Bush-
wick’s accoun-
tant Francis 
Bowen testified 

that Fisher’s ret-
roactive increases 
only occurred for 

a year-and-a-half 
period between 
February 2007 and 
July 2008, not the 

nine years stated in the 2008 
board resolution.

And Battaglia, Lopez’s 
girlfriend and a City Plan-
ning Commissioner, told city 
investigators that she did not 
notice receiving a $145,000 
raise until she saw an “un-
usually high balance” in her 
checking account in 2008 
that she “had not expected 
or requested.”

When Battaglia asked 
Fisher why her annual sal-
ary rose from $198,000 to 
$343,000, Fisher told her 
she was receiving a “retro-
active” salary increase for 
two years of work.

But the city was unable 
to verify Battaglia’s salary 
and hours worked because 
Fisher never required her 
to fill out timesheets. And 
Fisher was unable to pro-
duce her own time sheets 
for 2008 and 2009, upon the 
city’s request.

Even Lopez, who was not 
named in the report, dis-
tanced himself from Ridge-
wood Bushwick’s financial 
mess, telling the Daily News 
he does not have a role in 
the daily operations of the 
charity he founded, but  de-
fended its 30-year legacy of 
revitalizing Bushwick . Lo-
pez’s office did not return a 
call for comment.

But that was enough for 
Mayor Bloomberg to call ma-
jor changes at the Bushwick 
charity.

“Corrective action needs 
to be taken to ensure that this 
kind of thing does not hap-
pen again,” said Bloomberg 
spokeswoman Julie Wood, 
adding that Fisher’s resig-
nation could be one of the 
actions.

And Democratic District 
Leader Lincoln Restler called 
on the City Council and state 
agencies to halt funding to 
Ridgewood Bushwick.

“The obscene compensa-
tion packages represent hun-
dreds of thousands of tax 
dollars that should have been 
spent on meals and home 
health care visits for Brook-
lyn’s seniors,” said Restler. 
“Public dollars intended for 
Ridgewood Bushwick should 
be reallocated to local orga-
nizations that serve Brook-
lyn honestly.”

The city’s latest report 
stemmed from an investiga-
tion launched last spring that 
found a Ridgewood Bush-
wick employee falsified 
attendance sheets for  city-
funded programs held at a 
Bushwick community cen-
ter  that did not exist.

Continued from page 1
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the cones and into the lane 
marked with a bike sym-
bol, which is actually des-
ignated for pedestrians dur-
ing the park’s non-rush-hour, 
car-free periods.

Others admitted they had 
no idea what the new cones 
were for.

“I think the initial reac-
tion is, ‘Oh, these must be 
for cars,’ ” said bike com-
muter Cindy Chung. “But 

doing something is smart 
— [cyclists] really go fast 
in this park.”

Pedestrians also noted the 
change is necessary — if only 
to send park-goers the mes-
sage that something is up with 
the street.

“It draws attention to 
the roadway,” said Chris 
Jules, who was walking 
his dog nearby. “I’ve seen 
some crazy, careless walk-

ers around here, too.”
A Department of Trans-

portation spokeswoman said 
that the agency “will mon-
itor these enhancements to 
see if any adjustments are 
needed.”

Lloyd admitted that more 
work needs to be done.

“There may not be one per-
fect solution,” she said last 
week. “But we want to be 
thinking about them.”

Continued from page 1

CONES...

Vito Lopez
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Poetry and striptease — together at last!
A quirky cast of semi-nude dancers, bards 

and blues musicians will converge at Sideshows 
by the Seashore on Dec. 3 in writer-producer 
Michael Schwartz’s off-beat, “A Coney Island 

From The Behind.”
Schwartz will head-

line the smorgasbord 
variety show, which 
will feature stories 
and comedy based on 
his hard-knock child-
hood in 1970s Coney 
Island — the inspira-
tion for his plays “Co-
ney Island Last Stop” 

and  “In the Shadow of The Third Rail.”  
“It’s always been a place for wonder and 

magic,” said Schwartz. “This show is going 
to capture that spirit.”

Or at least provide for an unusual evening 
of entertainment. Additional acts include a 
reading of “The Coney Island Love Letters,” 
by Mermaid Hawley and Bill Brovold, a rag-
time piano performance and a harmonica solo 
set by Hank Coyote Wagner.

“A Coney Island Of The Behind” at Side-
shows by the Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island, (718) 372-5159], 
Dec. 3, 7 pm, $10. For info, visit www.coneyis-
land.com. — Daniel Bush

S E X !

Forget about the birds and the bees: A new night 
of storytelling probes candid, real-life sex.

Head to Union Hall for “Bare!” — a per-
formance of true, funny and honest stories of 
lust, desire and romance.

“To tell a good 
story about sex, you 
need more than a few 
minutes,” says  pseud-
onymous host Jeffer-
son Bites , explain-
ing the subject matter 
isn’t always universal. 
“The audience has to go 
from, ‘What did he just 
say!?’ to “Ohhh. That’s 
how he fell in love at 
the orgy.’ ”

This month’s topic is simply “More” — in-
terpret as you like — and performances are fol-
lowed by a raffle of sex toys from Babeland.

“It’s important to talk openly about theses 
things,” said storyteller Diana Adams, whose 
long-term polyamorous relationship was the sub-
ject of an MTV documentary. “It can be scary 
— but if we’re not doing it, who will?”

Bare! at Union Hall [702 Union St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
638-4400], Nov, 28, 8 pm, $5. For info, visit 
www.unionhallny.com. — Natalie O’Neill

By Sarah Zorn
for The Brooklyn Paper

I 
just turned 30, so I asked my short-
armed, deep-pocketed editor to cough 
up some big bucks so I could consume 

30 of the borough’s best dishes! But you 
won’t need a special occasion to try them 
— or even a big budget! — as most of 
these treats top out at $10. The Big 3-0 
never tasted so good!

Brennan and Carr
The Gargiulo Burger, $6.50

What’s better than the roast beef sand-
wich dipped in au jus at this 70-year-old in-
stitution? A burger topped with roast beef 
— plus onions and cheese — and then sub-
merged in au jus. You heard us right.

3432 Nostrand Ave. between Avenue 
V and Gravesend Neck Road in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 769-1254

Mill Basin Kosher Delicatessen
Latke chips, $5.25

If pastrami and corned beef are 
king at this 30-year-old classic ko-
sher deli, the ingenious latke chips, 
fried crisp and dipped in apple-
sauce, make a truly tasty queen.

5823 Ave T between E. 58th 
and 59th streets in Mill Basin, 
(718) 241-4910

Istanbul Fast Food
Lamb Doner sandwich on 
homemade bread, $6.50

Forget stale pitas or ho-hum 
wraps, this juicy gyro excels when 
stuffed in black sesame-studded 
homemade bread. Douse on the 
accompanying white garlic and 
red chile sauces. 

2202 86th St. between Bay 
Parkway and Bay 31st Street in 
Bath Beach, (718) 714-4300

Grand Sichuan House
Sauteed loofah, $8.95

You don’t scrub with this mild-tasting 
Chinese sponge gourd — simply sautéed, 
it’s an addictive antidote to Grand Sich-
uan’s other sinus-clearing, peppercorn-
laced specialties.

8701 Fifth Ave. between 87th and 88th 
Streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 680-8887

Paneantico
B8 sandwich on brick oven bread, 
$13.50

You won’t argue the price when you 
check out the generous assemblage of good-
ies piled on unimpeachable Royal Crown 
Bakery bread — silky prosciutto, smoky 
mozzarella, fried lozenges of eggplant, and 
whole roasted red papers. Dose liberally 
with fruity olive oil and house-reduced 
balsamic vinegar — nirvana!

9124 Third Ave. between 91st and 92nd 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 680-2347

Tanoreen
Cauliflower Salad, $6.50

Side dishes are where it’s at this Middle 
Eastern dining destination, especially the 
unique —and impossibly tasty — combo 
of browned cauliflower florets, nutty tahini 

and zippy pomegranate molasses.
7523 Third Ave. between 75th and 

76th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 748-5600

Pio Pio Riko
Jalea, $26

This Peruvian fast food chicken joint 
might not be an obvious stop for a fried 
seafood fix — but the mammoth mélange 
of squid, shrimp, mussels, crab legs, white 
fish and yucca — sided with green chile 
sauce, creamy white sauce, and tangy onion 
salad — beats the pants off of a sad plate 
of tentacle-less, red-sauce calamari. 

5911 Fourth Ave. between 59th and 
60th streets in Sunset Park, (718) 492-4505

Great Taste Dumpling
Pork and chive pan-fried dumplings, 
$1, vegetable pancake, $1.25

At five for a dollar, it’s hard to argue 
the value of these browned bottom dump-
lings laked with soy and Siracha. Add 
in a wedge of the foccacia-esque sesame 
bread stuffed with carrots, cilantro and 
chile — like a meatless banh mi — and 
you’ve got one delicious (and highly af-
fordable) lunch.

4317 Eighth Ave between 43rd and 44th 
streets in Borough Park, (718) 436-2516

Blue Ribbon Brooklyn
Smoked fish, $26

It’s hard to get out of Blue Ribbon 
Brooklyn for less than a kings ransom, 
but the house-smoked plate of under-the-
sea delicacies — salmon, trout, scallops, 
and shrimp, dotted with capers and on-
ions and flanked with seeded toast, on-
ion cream, and fennel slaw — feels (and 
tastes) like a comparable steal. 

280 Fifth Ave. between First Street 
and Garfield Place in Park Slope, (718) 
840-0404

Purbird
Flame grilled chicken, $8.95 (half), 
$15.95 (whole)

This new Park Slope poultry joint has 
found a way to make chicken exciting — by 
preparing it simply, and well. Fork over the 
extra 50 cents for one of the intriguing house 
sauces, like roasted lemon and parsley, quince 
chutney, or jalapeno-caper puree.

82 Sixth Ave. at St. Marks Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-2473

Convivium Osteria
Green apple and cinnamon ravioli 
with duck ragu, $18

Admittedly, this dish sounds like it 

shouldn’t work — yet avoids cloying gim-
mickry by striking the perfect balance of 
sweet and savory. 

68 Fifth Ave. between Bergen Street 
and Prospect Place in Park Slope, (718) 
857-1833

Mitchell’s Soul Food
Fried chicken, $7.50 dark meat ($8.50 
white meat)

Do you feel like chicken (or catfish, 
or meatloaf, or smothered pork chops) 
tonight? Get your down-home fix — 
sided with collards, mac and cheese 
and cornbread — at this casual Pros-
pect Heights spot.

617 Vanderbilt Ave. between Ber-
gen and St. Marks streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 789-3212

Brooklyn Ice House
Pulled pork sandwiches, $3 each (2 
for $5)

The barbecued piggy sandwiches are 
squeal of a deal at this laid-back Red Hook 
saloon — along with just about every-
thing else. 70+ beers from $3-7! Bacon 
wrapped hot dogs with exemplary fries 
for $5!

‘Bare’ bones

Bump’n Rhyme

M O R E  S E X !

Ramblin’ on!
Sultry burlesque temptress Rosie 151 is tak-

ing the stage at the Prospect Heights steampunk 
bar Way Station on Dec. 1, part of a year-long 
residency as frontwoman of six-piece bluegrass 
outfit, The Red Hook Ramblers.

“The drums, horns, 
the tuba and trombone 
lend itself to bump and 
grind,” said Rosie, who 
will sing, dance and, of 
course, strip.

The buxom Brook-
lynite has been enter-
taining throughout the 
burlesque circuit for six 
years. But singing is a 
challenge she’s willing 

to take on full-bore — and scantily clad.
“For some people, burlesque is over-satu-

rated, so our performance is an all-around good 
time,” Rosie said. “It’s great jazz of some bygone 
era, and it’s me singing, and, of course, a little bit 
of burlesque. There’s a bit of everything.”

Way Station proprietor Andy Heidel thinks 
an eclectic musical lineup is the key to a suc-
cessful watering hole.

“I’m booking blues, jazz, soul, bluegrass, 
Dixieland — stuff I like to see,” Heidel said. 
“Having a burlesque dancer as the frontwoman, 
backed up by a Dixieland jazz band? Yeah, 
that’s a great combo.”

Red Hook Ramblers at the Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between St. Marks Avenue 
and Prospect Place in Prospect Heights, (917) 
279-5412], every first Thursday beginning Dec. 
1, 9 pm. Free. For info, visit www.waystationbk.
blogspot.com. — Juliet Linderman

EVE N M O R E S EX!

NY State Liquor Authority Approved Free Poker Network tournaments as the only free poker tournaments allowed in licensed establishments.

8PM TUESDAY NIGHTS AT 66 WATER STREET 

www.freepokernetwork.com

$10,000 WSOP Main Event Seat

Water Street Restaurant & UnderWater Lounge
66 WATER STREET in DUMBO 718-625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

F
BRUNCH
SPECIAL

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN & LATIN CUISINE

All U Can Drink
Mimosa, Bellini, 
Bloody Mary, 
Screwdriver 
plus coffee

$10.50

148 5th Ave (at Douglass St)
718-623-9152

$5 Margaritas
ALL DAY LONG!
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Eat this
Our food writer eats her way 
through her 30th birthday

See EAT THIS  on page 12

Big 3-0: (Counter clockwise from top) Our food writer blew out a candle on a 
“Sarah Zorn” cupcake — named after her! Then indulged in a pecan pie sundae 
from Buttermilk Channel, a gravy-soaked Brennan — Carr Gargiulo Burger, and a 
B-8 sandwich from Paneantico’s!
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with Meghan O’Rourke, author of 
“Once, The Long Goodbye.” 7 pm. 
WORD [126 Franklin St. between 
Milton and Noble streets in Green-
point, (718) 383-0096], wordbrook-
lyn.com. 

READING, CLIFFORD W. ZINK: Au-
thor of “The Roebling Legacy.” 
Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

MUSIC, JERKS AND JAMS: An “old-
time” jam, open to all. Free. 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Farmacy and Soda 
Fountain [513 Henry St. between 
Sackett and Union streets in Cobble 

Hill, (718) 522-6260], brooklynfar-
macy.blogspot.com. 

COMEDY, JUKEBOX COMEDY KA-
RAOKE: Featuring Julie Klausner, 
Kurt Braunohler, Joe Randazzo, and 
Giulia Rozzi. $5. 7:30 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638-4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

WED, NOV. 30
WORKSHOP, TANGO LESSONS: For 

adults and youngsters interested in 
ballroom dancing. No experience 
and no partners necessary. Pre-reg-
istration for youngsters required. 

FRI, NOV. 25
MUSIC, BEN STIEFEL: Hunter’s Steak 

and Ale House. Free. 7 pm. 9404 
Fourth Ave. at 94th Street, (718) 
238-8899. 

SAT, NOV. 26

OTHER
WORKSHOP, JOB TRAINING: Com-

puter literacy and job readiness 
classes. Free. 10 am—1 pm. Pros-
pect Park YMCA [357 Ninth St. 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-7100], www.
ymcanyc.org. 

WILD CARROT HUNT: Wildman Steve 
Brill leads four-hour foraging tour 
of Marine Park. $20 ($10 children 
under 12). 11:45 am. Marine Park 
[Avenue U and Burnett Street in 
Marine Park, (914) 835-2153].

SUN, NOV. 27

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC FROM GOOD SHEPHERD: 

Choral recital with the Brandy 
String Trio. Free. 6 pm. Good Shep-
herd Church [1950 Batchelder St. 
at Avenue S in Marine Park, (718) 
998-2800]. 

MON, NOV. 28
FILM, “PINGU”: A “Big Movies for 

Little Kids” series favorite. $7. 4 pm. 
Cobble Hill Cinema [265 Court St. 
between Butler & Douglass streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 596-9113], 
www.cobblehilltheatre.com . 

READING, ED ROTH: Author of “Sten-
cil 201.” Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

MUSIC, BRANDON SANDERS QUIN-
TET FEATURING WARREN WOLF 
AND TIA FULLER: Part of “Jazzy 
Mondays” series. Free. 7 pm. For 
My Sweet [1103 Fulton St. at Claver 
Place in Bedford Stuyvesant, (718) 
857-1427]. 

OPEN REHEARSALS: Brooklyn’s 
Sweet Adelines Barbershop Cho-
rus welcomes singers of all voice 
ranges. Free. 7:30 pm. Call for loca-
tion, (718) 567-8190. 

MUSIC, BEN STAPP AND THE ZOZI-
MOS COLLECTIVE: . $25. 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. between 
Third Avenue and Nevins Street in 
Downtown, (917) 267-0363], www.
roulette.org. 

TUES, NOV. 29
MUSIC, THE DYSFUNCTIONAL FAM-

ILY BAND: Featuring performances 
by the PS 44 and PS 56 Choir and 
the Brooklyn Technical High School 
Select chorus. Santa will distribute 
candy canes. Free. 4:15 pm–5:45 pm. 
MetroTech Commons (2 MetroTech 
Ctr. at Lawrence Street in Downtown). 

READING, PHIL SCHULTZ: Pulitzer 
Prize-winner of “My Dyslexia,” 

Free. 6 pm–9 pm. IS 96 [99 Ave. P at 
W. 11th Street in Bensonhurst, (718) 
232-2266]. 

WORKSHOP, JOB TRAINING: 6:30 
pm—9:30 pm. See Saturday, Nov. 
26. 

READING, ROMEO ALAEFF: Author 
of “I’ll Be Dead by the Time You 
Read This: The Existential Life of 
Animals.” Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

MUSIC, HENRY THREADGILL: $25. 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
between Third Avenue and Nevins 
Street in Downtown, (917) 267-
0363], www.roulette.org. 

THURS, DEC. 1
TALK, A MORNING WITH PETE 

HAMILL: Acclaimed essayist, nov-
elist and journalist. Free. 11 am. 
St. Francis College [180 Remsen 
St. between Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489-5200]. 

TALK, QUIARA ALEGRIA HUDES: 
Theatreworks hosts a Q&A with 
author of “In the Heights.” Free. 
4 pm. Vorhees Theatre [186 Jay 
Street in Downtown, (718) 260-
4973], www.theatreworkscitytech.
org. 

TALK, ST. ANNE’S BOOK CLUB: “A 
Month in the Country,” by J.L. Carr. 
Free. 6:45 pm. St. Anne’s Trinity 
Church [157 Montague St. between 
Clinton and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 875-6960 ], www.
saintannandtheholytrinity.org.

READING, HOLIDAY PARTY: Cele-
brate the release of “Food 52 Cook-
book.” Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

MUSIC, LITTLE ANCHOR, BLACK 
FOREST, PLATES OF CAKE: $5. 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, OUT TO LUNCH: Free. 9 pm. 
Tea Lounge [837 Union St. at Sev-
enth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
789-2762], www.tealoungeny.com. 

FRI, DEC. 2
“TEDXBROOKLYN”: Talks, music, art 

exhibits, tech demos and more. 
$100. 7 am. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963-3369], www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, JEFFREY FOUCAULT, MARK 
ERELLI: $12. 7:30 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
November 25

Hi, ‘Five’
Get ready to party like 
it’s 1599! Shakespeare 
wrote four plays that 
year, including “Henry 
V,” which is being 
staging by the Iron-
dale Ensemble. In this 
re-imagining, the 
actors switch from one 
character to another 
before the audience’s 
eyes. And instead of a 
stage, the production 
unfolds on a carpet in 
front of the audience, 
creating an intimate 
connection between 
performer and 
observer.

7 pm. “Henry V” at 
Irondale Ensemble 
Project [85 S. Oxford St. 
between Lafayette 
Avenue and Hanson 
Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488-9233] through 
Dec. 10. Tickets, $35.

TUESDAY
November 29

Comedy 
karaoke
Raucous redheaded 
comedienne Julie 
Klausner will join Hot 
Tub host Kurt Braun-
ohler, The Onion’s Joe 
Randazzo, and story-
teller Giulia Rozzi for 
Jukebox night, where 
audience members 
are invited to deliver a 
short piece of com-
edy, or tell a story, 
inspired by a song — 
then actually sing one 
of his or her choosing. 
Plus, there’ll be plenty 
of performances from 
professionals.

8 pm. The Jukebox at 
Union Hall [702 Union St. 
between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400]. 
Tickets, $5. For info, visit 
www.unionhallny.com.

WEDNESDAY
November 30

‘Toy’ time
Little Lord Theater 
Company is staging 
the elaborate, “Babes 
in Toyland,” as a 
money-saving reces-
sion spectacular. 
Instead of 24 actors, 
animals and an orches-
tra, the production will 
be handled by just five 
mad-dashing thespi-
ans. “It’s so fun 
because it becomes 
less about the story, 
and more about five 
desperate actors,” 
said director Michael 
Levinton. “It’s absurd.”

8 pm.“Babes in Toyland” 
at the Brick Theater [575 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue 
and Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907-
6189] through Dec. 10. 
Tickets, $18. For info, visit 
www.littlelord.org.

THURSDAY
December 1

Hope glows
In writer Jackie Dan-
ziger’s new musical, 
“The Lost Light,” 
actors carry around 
light emitting jars that 
glow stronger as their 
character’s become 
filled with hope — a 
key element of a plot 
that centers on a 
drought-stricken vil-
lage that makes the 
ultimate Faustian bar-
gain: material comfort 
in exchange for hope. 
One holdout saves the 
day, of course — and 
boy do those jars glow!

7:30 pm. “The Lost Light” 
at Center for Performance 
Research [361 Manhattan 
Ave. between Jackson and 
Withers streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 349-
1210] through Dec. 4. 
Tickets, $12 ($8 for chil-
dren). For info, visit www.
sharkmother.org. 

FRIDAY
December 2

‘Ghost’ light
Chicago-based 
crooner Mike Kin-
sella, will perform 
tracks from his new 
album, “Ghost 
Town,” under his 
solo moniker, Owen. 
Kinsella’s sixth solo 
album is about 
ghosts, albeit those 
who haunt Kinsella’s 
musical past, pres-
ent, and future. It’s  
mellow and melan-
choly, comtempla-
tive with layered gui-
tar riffs gently super-
imposed ontop of 
each other.

8:30 pm. Owen at 
Glasslands Gallery [289 
Kent Ave. at S. Second 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599-1450]. Tickets, 
$13. For info, visit www.
glasslands.blogspot.com.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 13

MON, NOV. 28
Community Board 6 Public Safety 
Committee. Monthly meeting. On 
the agenda: Liquor licenses. 6:30 
pm. Old First Reformed Church 
[729 Carroll St. at Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 643-3027], 
www.brooklyncb6.org. 

WED, NOV. 30
Community Board 6 Youth 
Committee. Monthly meeting. 6:30 
pm. Cobble Hill Community Room 
[250 Baltic St. between Court and 

Clinton streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
643-3027], www.brooklyncb6.org. 

THURS, DEC. 1
Brooklyn Bridge Rotary Club. 
Weekly meeting. 12:15 pm. Brooklyn 
Marriott [333 Adams St. in 
Downtown, (917) 804-0797]. 
Community Board 8 Housing, 
ULURP Committee. Monthly meet-
ing. 6:30 pm. Center for Nursing and 
Rehabilitation [727 Classon Ave. at 
Park Place in Crown Heights, (718) 
46-5574], www.brooklyncb8.org. 
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FREE  

with this ad

Antonio’s Pizza
 

(near Carlton Avenue)
Delivery to Park Slope & Prospect Heights

718-398-2300

The BIG CHEESE Of FLATBUSH AVENUE

View our menu / Order online AntoniosBrooklyn.com

KISS THE AIR
An Extreme Action Show! 
        Great for the whole family!

PARK AVENUE ARMORY
December 14, 15, 16, 20, 22, 2011 at 7pm

December 17 & 21, 2011 at 2pm & 7pm
December 18, 2011 at 3pm

$35 Adults | $25 Children 12 and under

www.streb.org

Anchor’s away!: Go see Little Anchors, with Black Forest and 
Plates of Cake, at Union Hall in Park Slope on Thursday night!

Get a look at our distinctly-edited vintage collection 
and vintage-inspired clothing, accessories & jewelry. 

Designer fashions by; Yves Saint Laurent,  
Christian Dior, Karl Lagerfield, Chanel, Gucci,  

Louis Vuitton and other designers

DONATIONS WELCOME

515 Fifth Avenue, Park Slope
(at 13th Street)

718-788-5433

Life Boutique 
Thrift Shop

The Newest 
Vintage 
Boutique in 
Park Slope
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with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice and
minimum $15/mo data plan required.

Limited-time offer. Subject to wireless customer agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ. fee $36/line. Coverage & svcs, including mobile broadband, not avail. everywhere. Geographic, usage & other conditions & restrictions (that may result in svc. termination) apply. See contract, rate plan brochure, and rebate form at 
stores for details. Taxes & other chrgs apply. Prices & equip. vary by mkt & may not be avail. from ind. retailers. See store or visit att.com for details and coverage map. Early Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled during first 30 days, but a $35 restocking fee may apply; after 30 days, ETF up to $325, depending 
on device (details att.com/equipmentETF). Subject to change. Agents may impose add’l fees. Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge up to $1.25/mo. is chrg’d to help defray costs of complying with gov’t obligations & chrgs on AT&T & is not a tax or gov’t req’d chrg. Offer Details: HTC Vivid with 2-year wireless 
svc agreement on voice & minimum $15/mo data plan required is $99.99. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Sales Tax calculated based on price of unactivated equipment. Smartphone Data Plan Requirement: Min. $15/mo. 
DataPlus (200MB) plan required;  $15 automatically chrg’d for each additional 200MB provided if initial 200MB is exceeded. All data, including overages, must be used in the billing period in which it is provided or be forfeited. For more details on data plans, go to att.com/dataplans. Screen images simulated. 
©Facebook is a trademark of Facebook, Inc. ©2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

Serving Premium Franks, 
Sausages and Meats

579 Myrtle Avenue, Brooklyn
(718) 398-2000

www.wickedgoodfranks.com
Open 11 am to 10 pm, 7 days a week

FREE DELIVERY
(minimum order: $10)

Now Open in Park Slope
84 7th Avenue

Between Union Street And Berkeley Place

718-623-2767
www.farosny.com

Now OpenNow Opoow Opeenn in Park Slopein Park Slopen Park e

FAROS 

� A P O �  Authentic Greek Cuisine 

Full Bar, Catering And 
Private Party Bookings Available

FREE glass of wine with every mealFREE glass of wine with every meal

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Flying Lobster [144 Union St. at Hicks Street in Carroll Gardens, (718) 855-
2633]. Open daily, 6 pm–1 am. For info, visit http://www.fl ying-lobster.com.

By Juliet Linderman
The Brooklyn Paper

C
ounty of Kings? More like 
county of pornographers!

Both Screw Magazine 
magnate Al Goldstein and 
Penthouse proprietor Bob Gu-
ccione are Brooklyn natives 
— and they’re two of the four 
XXX kingpins at the center 
of author Mike Edison’s raun-
chy (and that’s just the title!), 
“Dirty! Dirty! Dirty! Of Play-
boys, Pigs, and Penthouse Pau-
pers: An American Tale of Sex 
and Wonder.”

“These guys are fearless,” 

Edison said, of Goldstein and 
The Gooch. “And that’s what you 
get coming up in Brooklyn — 
fearless, dirty Brooklyn.”

“Dirty! Dirty! Dirty!” is part 
porn history, part social com-
mentary, all deliciously risque, 
and chronicles the rise and fall 
of Goldstein, Guccione, Hustler 
heir Larry Flynt and Playboy 
playboy Hugh Hefner — the four 
guys who took sex from the bed-
room to the newsstand.

But this isn’t simply a his-
tory about girlie mags; it’s a ru-
mination on changing mores, 
sexual liberation and Ameri-
can culture.

“America runs away from sex 
while simultaneously running 
towards it,” Edison said. “People 
are still shy on the subject, but 
you click a mouse and see all the 
filth you want. For free.”

And when Edison talks about 
filth, he knows. As former editor 
of celebrated marijuana maga-
zine, High Times; past editor-
in-chief of Screw Magazine; 
and author of booze-soaked, 
porn-tinged memoir, “I Have 
Fun Everywhere I Go,” Edison 
and raunch are old friends.

But Edison’s bread and but-
ter is free speech — and ulti-
mately, that’s what “Dirty! 

Dirty! Dirty!” is about. All Four 
Horsemen of the Brapocalypse 
triumphed over would-be cen-
sors, from Hefner’s victory over 
obscenity charges to Flynt’s de-
feat of Jerry Falwell. 

“These four guys did more 
for free speech than anyone,” 
Edison said. “Every American 
owes them — it’s because of 
them that we can be dirty, and 
that The Brooklyn Paper can 
do what it does.”

Mike Edison at Way Sta-
tion [683 Washington Ave. be-
tween St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place, (917) 279-5412]. 
Dec. 8, 9 pm. Free.

Dirty, fi lthy Brooklyn
Mike Edison reveals our borough’s porn-fi lled past

D
on’t hide from the 
Brooklyn Museum’s 
controversial new ex-

hibit — seek it.
Despite what religious 

leaders and their political en-
ablers will have you believe, 
the Museum’s latest show, 
“Hide/Seek: Difference and 
Desire in American Portrai-
ture,” is a triumph.

Yes, there’s a single piece 
in the show — a video that 
features a few seconds of ants 
crawling on a crucifix — that 
may offend the faithful.

But the larger exhibition — 
104 other words strong! — co-
alesceces into a powerful, and 
inescapable, message about  
of contemporary American 
art: sexuality matters!

The fourth-floor exhi-
bition includes works from 
scores of iconic artists includ-
ing Georgia O’Keefe, Andy 
Warhol, Robert Rauschen-
berg, and Jasper Johns.

The ant video is, of course, 
the one that has gotten most 
of the publicity, and not for 
the right reasons.

The late David Wojnaro-
wicz’s disjointed video, “A 
Fire in My Belly,” does in-
deed depict vermin crawl-
ing on a statue of the Christ, 

and as such, it has  drawn 
the predictable ire from the 
Catholic Church and con-
servative leaders  who said 
the video is offensive.

But seen in full, this snip-
pet of Mexican urban life 
and religious iconography 
powerfully portrays the ca-
sualties of human suffering 
as the results of political, 
religious and ideological 
conflicts during the AIDS 
epidemic.

So don’t listen to the art 
critics in power suits and 
collars: see the piece for 
yourself.

Better yet, the show has 
far more provocative images 

than the Wojnarowicz video, 
including AA Bronson’s gi-
gantic photograph of a friend 
on his death bed, Lyle Ash-
ton Harris’s print of two men 
kissing as one holds a gun 
to his chest, and a George 
Wesley Bellows lithograph 
of nude boys in a communal 
shower — unintentionally of-
fensive in light of recent ob-
jectionable actions at two col-
lege athletic programs.

“Hide/Seek: Difference 
and Desire in American 
Portraiture” at the Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638-5000].

Hidden no more
Museum scores with randy show
The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension

Two timers: Wynn Chamberlain’s “Poets (Joe 
Brainard, Frank O’Hara, Joe LeSuer, Frank Lima)” 
makes a nice tandem.
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Dirty! Dirty! Dirty: Mike Edison’s new 
book delves into the lives of four por-
nographers‚ — two from our own filthy 
borough!
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By Dan MacLeod
The Brooklyn Paper

D
epending on whom you ask, 
Brooklyn in the 1980s was ei-
ther a violent, dirty, cesspool, 

or a wonderland filled with hilarious 
characters. For author John Khoury, 
it was both. 

The Carroll Gardens native’s new 
book, “Go Sit on Your Own Stoop!” 
pays tribute to a time in Brook-
lyn’s history when danger lurked 
around every corner and neighbor-
hood guys with names like “Jimmy 
The Mute,” “Frankie Parrot” and 
“Chunky Flappers” made up a col-
orful cast that gave the borough its 
patented character.

 “Go Sit On Your Own Stoop!”  is 
a coming-of-age story set on Henry 

Street in the 1970s — and being 
a classic bildungsroman, it prom-
inently features the Triple Crown 
of Brooklyn life in the “Warriors” 
era: Mafia goons, local punks, and, 
of course, girls.

“Out-of-towners who’ve recently 
moved into Carroll Gardens, Brook-
lyn Heights and Park Slope really 
have trouble believing and com-
prehending how dangerous, tough 
and dirty these neighborhoods were 
up until about 10 to 15 years ago,” 
Khoury writes in a chapter that re-
calls when his uncles got stomped 
after one of them flirted with the ex-
girlfriend of a made man. “Brooklyn 
in the 1970s was a lot more nasty 
than romantic.”

Khoury, a broadcast operator 
for American Movie Classics, has 

since pulled up stakes for Long Is-
land, but he was compelled to revisit 
his old neighborhood after years of 
enthralling friends with stories of 
his exploits.

“The stories were riveting to 
them,” he said. “The feedback was 
terrific.”

The book, whose title evokes 
what old ladies used to yell at him 
and his friends, doesn’t follow a 

conventional plot line or narrative 
arc; it is instead split into sections 
based around pivotal moments in 
Khoury’s life.

For example, there’s a chapter 
about his attempts to get a girl to 
make out with him, a section that 
also brings up the most exciting 
—and then most horrific — sex-
ual experience of Khoury’s young 
life, when he sneaked a peak at a 
topless woman only to then recoil 
in agony as she plucked hairs from 
her nipples.

There is also a chapter about stick-
ball, handball and whiffle ball that 
features a crazy neighborhood lady 
who tries to teach them “a lesson” 
by pouring boiling water on them 
from a second-story window. And it 
wouldn’t be a 1970s book without a 

chapter about 1977 — the year that 
“Saturday Night Fever” and Son of 
Sam remade the city. 

As Khoury writes in that chap-
ter, the craziest place in the borough 
for him was Bensonhurst.

“On July 4, the neighborhood 
‘boys’ didn’t feel like lighting fire-
works one at a time so instead they 
poured some gasoline and set the 
street on fire,” he writes. “There 
was literally a raging inferno in the 
street. ... It was an insane place to 
be, but it’s where I spent a lot of 
time as a kid.”

Khoury’s triumph is his ability to 
find humor in the face of violence 
and decay, and to craft charming 
vignettes that make it hard to not 
miss the days before Smith Street 
— once an uncrossable line of de-
marcation — became a go-to brunch 
spot with $4 coffee and three places 
serving croque monsieurs.

“I did not want to put something 
out that said, ‘This is when the neigh-
borhood was the best,’ ” he said. 
“We can’t look at what Brooklyn 
is today and dismiss it. Every gen-
eration creates their magic. Just be-
cause it’s different from what you 
grew up with, doesn’t mean it’s any 
less magical.”

Those were the days
Carroll Gardens native recalls old neighborhood in a book

Sitting on his own stoop: Carroll Gardens 
resident John Khoury, author of self-pub-
lished memoir, ”Go Sit on your Own Stoop!” 
practices what he preaches.
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318 Van Brunt St. be-
tween Pioneer and King 
streets in Red Hook, (718) 
222-1865

Buttermilk Channel
Doug’s pecan pie sun-
dae, $8

It’s hard to pick just one 
great item from this menu (did 
someone say, “Duck meat-
loaf”?), but a slab of warm 
pecan pie shoved in a glass 
and topped with whipped and 
iced cream? C’mon!

524 Court St. between 
Nelson and Huntington 
Streets in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 852-8490

Frankie’s 457 Spuntino
Vegetable antipasti, $6.50

There are plenty of lovely 
meats and cheeses to choose 
from at Frankie’s, but why 
not let the kitchen do a lit-
tle work? Farro with parma-
giano, hot pine nut polenta, 
roasted carrots and Jerusa-
lem artichokes take this veg-
gie plate way beyond hum-
drum marinated mushroom 
and sundried tomato fare.

457 Court St. between 
Fourth Place and Luquer 

Street in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 403-0033

Bien Cuit
Quail egg and tomato 
sandwich, $6.50

Why settle for an egg and 
cheese on a roll from the cor-
ner deli? Start your day off 
right with this luxurious 
beauty — quail eggs, heir-
loom tomatoes, truffle salt 
and Bulgarian feta on freshly 
baked pugliese bread.

120 Smith St. between 
Pacific and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 852-0200

Ki Sushi
Omakase sushi ($30) or 
sashimi ($40)

Prices for omakase, or 
chefs tasting platters, can go 
sky high, making $30 a mere 
pittance in the world of qual-
ity sushi. Five extra dollars 
will upgrade your omakase 
to Supreme — featuring fish 
air shipped from Tokyo’s fa-
mous Tsukiji Market.

122 Smith St. between 
Dean and Pacific streets in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 935-0575

Vinegar Hill House
Red Wattle country 
chop, $25

Signature dishes are few and 
far between at seasonally in-
spired restaurants, but at Vine-

gar Hill House, customers can 
always count on the appeal-
ingly rustic chop — thickly 
sliced and glistening in its own 
juices on a cutting board. 

72 Hudson Ave. between 
Water and Front streets in 
Vinegar Hill, (718) 522-1018

Theresa’s
Mushroom-saurkraut 
pierogi ($6.75, full order, 
$4.75 half)

It’s Eastern-European 
comfort food at its carby, 
fatty best at Theresa’s — 
pasta pockets stuffed with po-
tato, cheese, meat, or mush-
room and sauerkraut, topped 
with dollops of sour cream. 
Don’t forget to order a side 
of Polish kielbasa!

80 Montague St. be-
tween Hicks Street and 
Pierrepont Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 797-3996

Robicelli’s at the 
DeKalb Market
The Sarah Zorn cup-
cake, $3

A cupcake named after 
our food writer? No wonder 
it’s one of the most delicious 
dishes in town! When the ap-
ple cake with goat cheese 
buttercream and honey al-
mond brittle first debuted, 
Zorn was just 28 — and Ro-
bicelli’s had yet to become a 
household name. Look how 
much they’ve grown!

332 Flatbush Avenue 
Ext. at Willoughby Street in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (917) 
509-6048

Ali’s Trinidad Roti
Buss up shot with curry, $8

We go for the hard-to-find 
conch at this tasty Trini spot, 
but you can’t go wrong with 
fish, chicken, shrimp or goat. 
They’ll ask if you want veg-
gies too (potato, chickpea, 
spinach and pumpkin curries) 
— the obvious answer is yes. 
Drizzle with tamarind or as 
much hot pepper sauce as you 
can handle, and sop your po-
tage up with delicious wads 

of flaky, buttery roti.
1267 Fulton St. between 

Arlington Place and Nos-
trand Avenue in Bedford 
Stuyvesant, (718) 783-0316

Thirstbaravin
French lentil salad with 
lardons, $10

Crown Heights has good 
eats too — especially at the 
new wine and “scratch foods” 
bar, Thirstbaravin. A warm 
lentil salad with lardons and 
hard-boiled egg is a classy lit-
tle number — and the perfect 
accompaniment for a moder-
ately priced glass of vino.

629 Classon Ave. be-
tween Atlantic Avenue and 
Pacific streets in Crown 
Heights, (718) 857-9227

Mimi’s Hummus
Labne sandwich, $7 

Mimi’s may be a master 
of the chickpea, but its Labne 
sandwich displays a deft hand 
with a full range of Middle East-
ern ingredients. Strained yo-
gurt cheese is deployed along-
side cilantro spice, cauliflower 
salad, cumin mushrooms and 
green tahini. Yum!

1209 Cortelyou Rd. be-
tween Westminster and 
Argyle roads in Ditmas Park, 
(718) 284-4444

St. Anselm
Butchers steak, $15

We questioned St. 
Anselm’s recent transfor-
mation from gut-bomb ha-
ven (deep fried hot dogs!) to 
demure meat and seafood grill 
— but their heavenly garlic 
butter-basted hanger has us 
convinced. Order it bloody 
with a side of cast-iron crusted 
truffled mashed potatoes.

355 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Fourth and Have-
meyer streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 384-5054

Mesa Cayoacan
Tacos with mushrooms, 
huitlacoche, cactus 
salad, $9 

Sure, you can order your 
tortillas al pastor, or stuffed 
with carne asada or chicken 
tinga, but these tasty tacos had 
us at huitlachoche. Hooray for 
Mexican corn fungus!

372 Graham Ave. be-
tween Conselyea Street 
and Skillman Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782-8171

Maison Premiere
Oyster Happy Hour, $1 
each from 4-7pm

It doesn’t get sexier than 
oysters and absinthe — es-
pecially when the oysters run 
for a third of the price. Up to 
20 briny beauties are on offer 
from the 30-strong list during 
happy hour, including Well-
fleet, Naked Cowboy, Hama 
Hama and Fanny Bay.

298 Bedford Ave. be-
tween Grand and First 
Streets in Williamsburg, 
(347) 335-0446

Paulie Gees
The Hellboy, $16

What’s tastier than the 
Delboy, a delectable pizza pie 
topped with Fiore di Latte and 
parmagiano cheeses, Italian 
tomatoes, and spicy sopres-
sata? Try the Hellboy, which 
comes with a side dish of 
chile-spiked honey.

60 Greenpoint Ave. be-
tween West and Franklin 
streets in Greenpoint, (347) 
987-3747

Northeast Kingdom
The NEK burger, $14

Only one burger is needed 
on the menu at this eatery, 
inspired by the farming com-
munities and deer camps 
of Vermont. The fab NEK 
burger is topped with dux-
elle mushrooms, tobacco on-
ions and swiss, and sided with 
duck fat fried tater tots.

18 Wyckoff Ave. between 
Jefferson and Starr streets 
in Bushwick, (718) 386-3864

Roberta’s
City white bread, $6

Pizza schmeetza — save 
yourself an impossibly long 
wait for a table and grab a loaf of 
this superior wood-fired bread 
to go. Even better, pick one up 
at Anarchy in a Jar at Smorgas-
burg, along with a vat of wild 
blueberry jam or grapefruit and 
smoked salt marmalade.

261 Moore Street be-
tween White and Bogart 
streets in Bushwick, (718) 
417-1118

EAT THIS..
Continued from page 9

He’s a dish: Adam Sam-
uels, a waiter at Mesa 
Coyoacan in Williams-
burg, shows off an order 
of tacos with nopales, 
huitlacoche and mush-
rooms.

Reinvent Your Luxury Kitchen!
• Bamax • Oikos Cucine • Composit 

• Fiamberti • Beckermann German Kitchen

1307 Gravesend Neck Road

718-376-4111
ModaKitchens@gmail.com

ModaEuropeanKitchens.com

Downstate
at Central Brooklyn
Comprehensive and ER care

Downstate
at Long Island
College Hospital
Comprehensive and ER care

Downstate
at Bay Ridge
Walk-In Urgent Care and
Ambulatory Surgery

Downstate Doctor Referral Line:
1.888.270.SUNY (7869)
or visit www.Downstate.edu

Now at three major locations:

Before there was a Brooklyn Bridge…
Downstate was improving Brooklyn’s health

150 years later, we’ve expanded and we’re
still providing advanced care to the borough

Let us Capture
your moment...

TERRIFIC 35% DISCOUNT 
ON ALL EVENTS 
SCHEDULED FOR 

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 
EVENINGS!

A.J. Nunez Productions, LLC
Vernell Rountrea-Nunez, CEO

CALL NOW! 877.904.3335
www.ajnunezproductions.com

John Khoury at Brooklyn Far-
macy [513 Henry St. between 
Sackett and Degraw streets in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 522-6260], 
Dec. 3, 11 am. For info, visit www.
gositonyourownstoop.com.
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BROOKLYN GASTROPUB

147 FRONT ST. DUMBO, BKLYN, NY 11201
WWW.REBARNYC.COM

“ A Shrine to the Art of Eating and Drinking”

IT’S OVER!
YOU’VE MISSED IT! 
JUST KIDDING...BUT YOU ARE ABOUT TO!

LIMITED SPACE LEFT! PLEASE 
CONTACT OUR EVENT COORDINATOR 
NOW! {VERONICA} @ 917.583.9343 TO 
SCHEDULE TOURS & TASTINGS FOR 

GROUPS OF 30-300

WE OFFER A RELAXED AND CASUAL SPACE FOR  
ALL OF YOUR HOLIDAY EVENTS SUCH AS: 

CORPORATE GATHERINGS, HOLIDAY PARTIES, CLIENT 
OUTINGS, INDUSTRY PARTIES, OFFICE PARTIES, AFTER-
PARTIES, WRAP-PARTIES LOCATION SHOOTS, BIRTHDAY 
PARTIES, WEDDINGS, GOING-AWAY PARTIES, BAR/BAT 
MITZVAHS, CHRISTENINGS, GRADUATIONS AND MORE!

RESERVE SPACE NOW
FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY!

{ {

Fresh Cut 
Christmas Trees
(Since 1990)
Potted trees, Wreaths, 
Fresh Mistletoe, Greens 
and More

RESERVE NOW! 
Home Delivery Available
Call ahead to place your orders!

Corporate 
Christmas Wreaths 
Gift Orders!
22” Balsam Wreath
Our most popular 
wreath has a red bow 
with pinecone clusters

The NORTH 
CAROLINA 
FRASER FIR 
is our most 
popular tree

Available from 5’ to 15’
Reg. $119.99

Now
$9999

Now
$2499

ea.

DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN
DeKalb Market
138 Willoughby St. 
@ Flatbush Ave.
Open daily 9am to 10pm

WILLIAMSBURG
Williamsburg Christmas Market
131 Berry St. at No. 7th St.
Open daily 11am to 12am

GREENPOINT
Manhattan Ave. & Calyer St.
Open 24 hrs.

GREENPOINT
Nassau Ave & Diamond St.                   
Open daily 10am to 10pm

MIDDLE VILLAGE, QUEENS
69th Rd. & Cooper Ave.
Open 24 hrs

See, Touch & Smell the difference! 

Greenpoint Trees, LLC
1-800-399-7796|www.greenpointtrees.com

FRASER FIR  
TREE 6’

5’ TREE & 
TREE STAND 

Now
$8999

Now
$3999

10% OFF on orders of 25 or more

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

Introducing La Piazza Pizzeria 
to Windsor Terrace

ROMAN STYLE PIZZA AT ITS BEST!  
By the Slice, Half Pies (13” x 17”),  

and Full Pies (17” x 25”). 

LA PIAZZA PIZZERIA
229 Prospect Park West

(near Windsor Place) Windsor Terrace
718-499-0006

www.lapiazzapizzeria.com

AN OFFER 
YOU CAN’T 
REFUSE

Eat In, Take Out, or Free Local Delivery to 
Park Slope & Windsor Terrace

Save 20% with this ad!

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

T
raffic is pretty damn bad on 
the Brooklyn Bridge — but 
that’s nothing compared to 

building it.
More than 20 men died during its 

construction, but their sacrifice yielded 
a bridge that has endured more than 
125 years of horse-drawn carriage, 
car, truck and even elephant traffic 
without buckling — an epic saga that 
forms the heart of Clifford Zink new 
book, “The Roebling Legacy.”

“It’s such a classic American 
story,” said Zink, who will read 
at PowerHouse Arena in DUMBO 
on Nov. 29. “It has immigration, the 
Industrial Revolution, visionary en-
gineering accomplishments and, of 
course, tragedy and heroism.”

The bridge was designed, engi-
neered and, in part, funded by the 
Roebling family — so it’s fitting that 
Kriss Roebling, the great-great-great-
grandson of engineer Washington 
Roebling — will be on hand.

Needless to say, Roebling is a 
fan of his ancestors’ work.

“Being a life-long New Yorker, 
there are so many times that I’ll be 
walking over the bridge and my sense 
of family history dissolves into the 
experience of being a New Yorker,” 
said Roebling, who lives steps from 
the bridge in Brooklyn Heights. “Even 

if I had no family connection, I would 
still love the bridge.”

Sure, every Brooklynite feels 
he knows the bridge and its his-
tory intimately. But Zink’s book 
is chock-a-block with details that 
will delight even the most jaded 
New Yorker, such as:

• How Washington Roebling, the 
son of the bridge’s designer, became 
disabled in a construction accident — 
and then oversaw the final construc-

tion of the bridge by watching his 
workers through a telescope from an 
apartment in Brooklyn Heights.

• How Emily Roebling, Wash-
ington’s wife, became a liason be-
tween her husband and assistant 
engineers at the bridge after his 
accident and was an early symbol 
for the women’s rights movement 
by shouldering a man’s responsi-
bilities in a man’s world.

• How the family business oper-

ated for four generations and devel-
oped what some people call Amer-
ica’s first sports car, the Mercer 
Raceabout.

• How Washington Roebling II, 
Washington’s nephew, died with 
the sinking of the Titanic.

It’s a fascinating tale — and the 
setting for Zink’s reading could not 
be more appropriate: DUMBO, af-
ter all, earned its name from being 

“down under” the bridge overpass, 
and the neighborhood has sweep-
ing views of the true Robeling 
legacy.

Clifford Zink reads from “The 
Roebling Legacy” at PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. between Water 
and Front streets in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], Nov. 29, 7-9 pm. Free. 
For info, visit www.powerhouse-
arena.com.

The real Bklyn Bridge story
Historian explores the Roebling clan — its iconic span and its legacy

• The bridge, com-
pleted in 1883, was 
built without with the 
aid of electricity.

• After several 
workers died af-
ter spending long 
stretches in caissons 
under the East River, 
scientists started 
studying the condi-
tion — now known as 
“the bends” — helping 
to improve safety for 
deep-sea divers.

• The bridge be-
gan as a privately 
financed project — 
funded by the New 

York and Brooklyn 
Bridge Company. But 
the work went over 
budget, and inves-
tors were bailed out 
by the state, which 
financed the remain-
der of the $15-million 
project — more than 
$2.5 billion today.

•  A week after 
the bridge opened, 
a rumor spread that 
the span could col-
lapse — prompting a 
stampede that killed 
12 people. But to re-
assure bridge us-
ers of the bridge’s 

strength, PT Bar-
num marched 21 
“Jumbo” elephants 
across it (success-
fully, by the way).

• And those sto-
ries of people “buy-
ing” the Brooklyn 
Bridge? Well, they’re 
true. One con man, 
George Parker, sold 
the bridge to several 
unlucky marks, once 
for as little as $50. 
And another, Wil-
liam McCloundy, 
spent two and a half 
years in Sing Sing.

— Colin Mixson

Five things you don’t know 
about the Brooklyn Bridge

The descendent: Kriss Roebling‚ — a descendent of the guy 
who built the great bridge‚ — will introduce author Clifford 
Zink at a reading on Nov. 29 in DUMBO.
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Park Slope, (718) 638-4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

DANCE, PERFORMANCE 
AND DISCUSSION: 
Featuring BAX’s grant re-
cipients. $15. 8 pm. BAX 
– Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
[421 Fifth Ave. in South 
Slope, (718) 832-0018], 
www.bax.org. 

SAT, DEC. 3

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
COFFEE BARK: FIDO offers 

free goodies for dogs and 
their owners. Free. 7–9 
am. Prospect Park Picnic 
House (West Dr. at Third 
Street in Park Slope), 
www.prospectpark.org. 

NATURE WALK: Hunt for 
wild coffee with Wildman 
Steve Brill. Pre-registration 
required. $20 ($10 children 
under 12). 11:45 am. Pros-
pect Park [Grand Army 
Plaza at Flatbush Avenue 
in Prospect Heights, (914) 
835-2153], www.wildman-
stevebrill.com. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, TASCA AS PART 

OF TUDO ISTO É FADO: 
Free. 7 pm. BAMCafe 
[30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and 
St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

EVENT, THE DESK SET BIB-
LIOBALL: A dance party 
for librarians, archivists, 
authors and the people 
who love them. $20-$40. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

OTHER
WINTER FESTIVAL: Benefi t 

for the Gowanus Canal 
Conservancy. $40. 6–9 
pm. Build It Green (69 
Ninth Street, between 
Second Avenue and 
Smith Street in Gowanus), 
www.gowanuscanalcon-
servancy.org. 

BAROQUE ACROSS THE 
RIVER: A celebration of 
French culture. $20. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

9 DAYS..
Continued from page 10

By Juliet Linderman
The Brooklyn Paper

B
rooklyn’s got soul — but 
did you know? 

If jazzman Craig 
Shoenbaum has his way, you 
will — that is, once you see 
his band live at Southpaw in 
Park Slope on Dec. 10.

Shoenbaum, the founder 
and frontman of the funky rock 
outfit OTiS, is determined to 
shed light on the nascent mu-
sical movement that already 
includes acts like SouLive and 
the Royal Family — and gain 
a little notoriety and name rec-
ognition in the process.

“The timing is right for 
us — we think of ourselves 

as soul, funk, and rock, but 
the soul sound is our thing; 
our new slogan is ‘Brooklyn 
soul,’ ” Shoenbaum said. 

OTiS’s sophomore album, 

“Music Elevator”, released on 
Nov. 21, has a jazzy, full-bodied 
and soulful vibe — complete 
with buttery bass lines, classic 
keyboard fills, talking guitar 

riffs, and a horn section laid 
down by very windy trumpeter/
sax player Joe Scatassa.

“We just need to get no-
ticed, have someone let us 
quit our jobs so we can play 
music full-time, and put the 
Brooklyn soul genre on the 
map!” Shoenbaum said.

These guys are already 
well on their way.

Band wants to defi ne a new genre for all of us

Soul of the borough

Cool cats: OTiS comes to Southpaw on Dec. 15.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
M

at
th

ew
 C

hu
rc

hi
ll

OTiS at South Paw [25 
Fifth Ave. between Ster-
ling and Lincoln places 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-
0236], Dec. 10, 7 pm. 
Free. For info visit www.
spsounds.com.

M U S I C
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NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and 
where New York parents find help,

 info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and 

ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. 

Log-in, enter & find out.

The Brooklyn Fencing Center opened in Carroll 
Gardens, Brooklyn, in January 2003. We are 

proud to be Brooklyn’s first competitive 
fencing club, and our mission is to make 

the excitement and joy of fencing more 
accessible to Brooklynites of all ages!

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

FENCING CENTER
BROOKLYN 62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)

(718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

FENCE COMPETITIVELY 
OR JUST FOR FUN!

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

The Forray Group

Spend Less Green in Fort Greene

“The system is 
flawed, not my 
children,” I think 

as I see numbers, a few below 
perfect, appear there in black 
ink on my brilliant boys’ re-
port cards. Other thoughts: 
“What do I do now? I thought 
we were all doing our best? 
%$#@, &*%$, #@!%!”

Every time those brown 
envelopes come home, I try 
to remember that I don’t 
buy into systematic mech-
anisms for approval, that I 
am an iconoclast who doesn’t 
care what anyone else thinks 
about my kids. They are — 
objectively speaking, accord-
ing to me and their father — 
totally kick-ass. Who cares 
what the mean outside world 
thinks?

But then those lower num-
bers jump out, scream from 
the page like a blaring siren, 
a screaming alarm: SOME-
THING IS NOT PERFECT. 

Big G chewed his fingers 
at the table the night before 
the parent-teacher meeting, 
after dinner, when the chil-
dren were sent along so we 
could talk about them, about 
the reports about them. He re-
mained calm in the face of my 
loud-whispered freak-out. 

“It’s fine, it’s fine,” he 
said, scanning the problem 
areas. “Remember, this is 
supposed to just help us fig-
ure out where we need to help 
them…”

“YES, I KNOW!!” I 
scream-whispered, “THAT’S 
THE PROBLEM! I DON’T 
KNOW HOW, DO I? OTH-
ERWISE WOULDN’T I BE 
DOING IT? ISN’T THAT 
WHY I STAY HOME? ISN’T 
THAT THE JOB I DON’T 
GET PAID FOR?!!”

The papers in those damn 
manila envelopes are my new 
work performance evalu-
ations — and I have never 
been good at accepting any-
thing less than a perfect eval-
uation. And now, of course, 
the stakes are far higher than 
how well I write articles for 
an advertising trade maga-
zine. This is the future of my 
progeny.

Big G reminded me pa-
tiently, maybe for the mil-
lionth time: “This isn’t about 
you…”

I disagreed vehemently, in 

A no judgment column

a hiss at myself and at him, 
at his great lack of under-
standing. 

“What? This isn’t about 
me? Oh, yes, it is. If I were 
a better mother, then they 
would be…”

“They would be … what? 
They’re their own people, re-
member?”

It hit me, then. I actually 
thought about his words. 
Right. OH, right! They came 
out of me, but they began, af-
ter a time, to exist indepen-
dently. They are more and 
more their own selves every 
day, distant and distinct from 
their Dear Old Mom.

There it is again, that 
faint, humming, trilling man-
tra: I’m losing them. Report 

cards are just one of so many 
arenas that remind me how 
they are separate beings, in-
terested in certain things, not 
so much in others, and that 
there are things I can do to 
help, but — the big “but.” 
They are who they are.

I always try to calm my-
self before meeting with 
the boys’ teachers, to drop 
the defensive-mother guard 
and listen to what they have 
to say, to their view of how 
my boys comport themselves 
separate from me, to what 
they see as their strengths 
and weaknesses.

I try, then, to offer up the 
insights I have gleaned about 
my children in the home envi-
ronment, things I think might 

help them help my boys. I 
keep my fingers crossed that, 
together, we can crack the 
case, keep the kids on the 
right track, moving forward, 
learning well. I keep my fin-
gers crossed that I might im-
prove, too, that I might be 
able to take my own ego out 
of the game and just concen-
trate on how I might assist 
my kids and encourage them 
in a loving, positive way to 
be their best.

Loving, positive, loving, 
positive. I try to remember 
this after the conferences but 
I am hard-pressed to figure 
how. It seems so much eas-
ier just to take them by their 
little shoulders and scream 
into their soft sweet faces: 
“DON’T YOU SEE HOW 
MUCH POTENTIAL 
YOU HAVE? YOU CAN 
DO THIS, YOU CAN DO 
ANYTHING! SO DO IT! DO 
IT, DO IT, DO IT!!”

I know I must offer posi-
tive encouragement at least 
some of the time because 
recently Eli parroted such 

encouragement back to me 
when my writing wasn’t go-
ing so well. 

“You can do it, Mom, I 
know you can,” he said, sym-
pathy in his eyes for my dejec-
tion. He placed a loving hand 
on my shoulder. “Remember? 
You’re a hard worker.”

Such is the lesson that is 
most important, so good to 
be reminded. All you can do 
is work hard, put in the effort 
to do your best. It’s a chal-
lenge when “best” is a rel-
ative term, when others do 
the judging, but that is always 
going to be true. My kids are 
always going to have to put 
themselves in a position to be 
assessed, so it’s good to get 
the practice early and often. 
The trick is not to take it too 
much to heart, to realize, as I 
myself try to do, that even if 
you’re not Nabokov, it doesn’t 
mean you’re nothing. 

“As long as you’re doing 
your best, and you can feel 
good about it…” I say to my 
boys. After all, in my house, 
feeling good is the aim.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

narska.
Without the anonymous 

donations, it would not have 
been. After the brutal attack, 
the pit bull and, more impor-
tant, his owner fled, leaving 
Tali whimpering in pain and 
Bednarska whimpering over 
a massive medical bill that 
she couldn’t afford.

She launched a hunt to 
find the dog’s human com-
panion, but the blonde thir-
tysomething never come for-
ward.

The Brooklyn Paper cov-
ered the doggy debacle, and 
TV news picked up the tale. 

That’s when at least six peo-
ple — including an ortho-
pedist with a big heart and 
several anonymous donors 
— sent cash to Animal 
Kind Veterinary Hospital 
in Park Slope to pay for the 
surgery.

Doctors later explained 
Tali was close to losing her 
leg — but successfully com-
pleted the procedure on Tues-
day. 

“He’s expected to fully 
recover,” said Bednarska 
with a relieved sigh. “I’m 
very grateful.”

Who says newspapers 
can’t save a dog?

possible to replicate char, 
are illegal in the city. But 
the oven inside Grimaldi’s, 
like others around town, was 
grandfathered in.

The oven can’t be relo-
cated, though Grimaldi’s was 
apparently going to attempt 
just that.

“We’re going to move 
it piece-by-piece,” Ciolli’s 
daughter Gina Peluso told 
The Brooklyn Paper before 
being informed that the new 
location — a former bank 
turned bar and lounge — 
could not have the oven.

Still, Peluso put a posi-
tive spin on the move — and 
took a little dig at her old 
landlord.

“We’re moving into a 
bigger, nicer, and cleaner 
facility,” she said. “It will 
be nice to have a little more 
room.”

However cramped, the 
storefront under the Brook-
lyn Bridge is one of the city’s 
top-rated pizzerias, attracting 

celebrity visits — including 
 First Lady Michelle Obama , 
TV crews, and a daily line 
of hungry tourists.

Inside the tiny brick build-
ing, old photographs of the 
Rat Pack cover the walls, a 
mix of Sinatra and ’80s music 
plays on the radio and peo-
ple are crammed together at 
tables covered in old check-
ered table cloths.

“Pizza places have to be a 
little grungy,” said Tim Za-
gat, co-founder of the Zagat 
restaurant survey. “If it was 
a bright new clean place that 
would be unlike my favorite 
pizza places. But it’s hard to 
judge in advance what the 
new Grimaldi’s will be.”

Patsy Grimaldi, who 
learned how to make the tan-
talizing pies under his piz-
zaioli uncle, opened the res-
taurant in 1990. Eight years 
later, he sold his shop and 
the name to Ciolli, whose 
family now also operates 
offshoots in Manhattan, 
Queens, Hoboken and Las 

Continued from page 1

DOG...

Vegas.
Grimaldi became a pizza 

king himself after working 
at his uncle’s East Harlem 
joint, Patsy’s Pizzeria, which 
opened in the 1930s as one of 
the city’s earliest parlors.

The original Patsy died 
in the 1970s, but his widow 
sold the parlor to longtime 

employees, forcing Grimaldi 
to open the parlor under the 
Brooklyn Bridge.

Years later, Grimaldi said 
he  regretted selling his piz-
zeria  to Ciolli and emerged 
from retirement in 2006 to 
launch a Patsy’s stand in 
Floyd Bennett Field.

He may emerge again.

Continued from page 1

PIZZA...
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Every Shopper Gets FREE Show or Sports Tickets...
Just For Sending In Your Receipt!

1. Spend at least $50 at any of 
   the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
   retailers or restaurants listed 
   below.* 

2. Fill out the coupon and  
   attach your original, dated, 
   printed register receipt.**

3. Mail the coupon and receipt
   in to us by December 28, 2011 
   to receive

  YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO 

  AN EVENT LISTED HERE!***

How To Get Your Free Tickets

SayGoodnightGracie.net SistasTheMusical.comLoveLossOnstage.com MySinatra.com

StompOnline.com Islanders.NHL.com VocaPeopleNYC.com GazillionBubbleShow.com

Anatolian Gyro 
Restaurant
1605 Sheepshead Bay Road
 Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 769-4754
www.mygyro.com
Ben Simon Salon & 
Day Spa
468 Avenue P
Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 998-3099
www.bensimonspany.com
Boost Mobile
3703 Nostrand Avenue location
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-3636
BoPo Tech Electronics
8617 Fifth Avenue
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(866) GEE-BOPO
 www.bopotech.com
Borbas Pharmacy
2046 Bath Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 677-9066
www.borbassupply.com
Cameras & Electronics
2378 60th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11204
(718) 534-4626

Casa Pepe Restaurant
114 Bay Ridge Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11220
(718) 833-8865
www.casapepe.com
Clemente’s Crab House
3939 Emmons Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 646-7373
www.clementescrabhouse.com
Courts Caribbean 
Appliances, Electronics & Furniture
2822 Church Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11226
(877) 852-6878
www.courtscaribbean.com
Culpepper’s Restaurant
1082 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11225
(718) 940-4122
EBA
Electronics, Appliances & Bedding
2361 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11210
(718) 253-4700
www.shopeba.com
Edible Arrangements
5114 Avenue N location
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(347) 587-7500

Edible Arrangements
1446 86th Street location
Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 837-3784
Edible Arrangements
1557 Ralph Avenue location
Brooklyn, NY 11236
(718) 451-3344
Edible Arrangements
1736 Sheepshead Bay Rd. location
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 535 -7909
Greenhouse Café
7717 4th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com
Greenpoint Trees
Downtown Brooklyn location
Willoughby St. at Flatbush Avenue
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointtrees.com
Greenpoint Trees
Williamsburg location
Berry St. at N. 7th Street
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointtrees.com
Greenpoint Trees
Greenpoint location
Nassau Ave. & Diamond St. 
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointrees.com

Greenpoint Trees
Greenpoint location
Manhattan Ave. & Calyer Street
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointrees.com
Il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-8494
Kouros Diner
3861 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn NY
(718) 743-5776
Life Emporium Thrift Shop
515 5th Avenue
Near 12th St. in Park Slope
(718) 788-5433
Malson’s Jewelry
Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 253-6236
Mill Basin Kosher Deli Restaurant
5823 Avenue T, Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 241-4910
www.millbasindeli.com
Natural Balance Massage
& Wellness Center
3013 Quentin Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-336-8400
www.naturalbalancemassage.com

Nick’s Lobster Restaurant & 
Seafood Market
2777 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 253-7117
www.nickslobster.com
Onofrio D’Oro Jewelers
7407 5th Avenue
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 11209
(718) 680-5723
onofriodoro.com
The Pearl Room Restaurant
8201 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666
www.thepearlroom.com
Pilo Arts Day Spa & Salon
8412 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748-7411
www.PiloArts.com
Rebar
147 Front Street
DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 797-2322
rebarnyc.com
Salvi Restaurant
4220 Quentin Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 252-3030
www.salvirestaurant.com

Sandy’s Toy Bin
3808 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(347) 275-7954
Studio 19 Salon
1610 East 19th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11229
(718) 336-7373
www.studio19salonandspa.com
True Value Almac Hardware
2 Newkirk Plaza at E. 16 Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11226
(718) 434-1736
www.almachardware.com
Water Street Restaurant
66 Water Street
DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com
World of Wireless
2582 Coney Island Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 676-9620
Yiasou Restaurant
2003 Emmons Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-6064

For a complete list of official participants, 
including Queens & The Bronx, visit 

www.brooklynpaper.com/shopngo

*Spend $50 or more pre-tax at a participating retailer, or spend $50 or more pre-tax and pre-tip at a participating restaurant. **Only printed, dated, original register receipt for 
purchases made between Thursday, November 24, 2011 and Friday, December 23, 2011 are eligible. Minimum $50 purchase must appear on one receipt. ***Limit one pair of tickets 
per household. Tickets are selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. Tickets are valued at up to $220 per pair, and will be mailed by January 27, 2012.

ATTACH YOUR ORIGINAL PRINTED AND DATED REGISTER RECEIPT FOR A MINIMUM OF $50 AND MAIL TO: CNG SHOP-N-GO / 
1 MetroTech North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201. Mailed coupons must be postmarked by 12/28/11 and received by 1:00 pm on 
1/4/12. Limit one complimentary pair of tickets per household. Tickets selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while 
supplies last. Open to legal residents of the state of New York, age 18 or older. Void where prohibited. Receipt must be attached 
to original newspaper coupon to be eligible for promotion (no reproductions). Keep a copy of your receipt for your records.
       Yes. I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners about their 
products, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be shared with business partners 
of CNG for this purpose. Communications on privacy policy should be addressed to:  
Privacy Officer, CNG/New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY  10036.

FIRST NAME, LAST NAME................................................................................................
ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................
APT, CITY, STATE, ZIP......................................................................................................
DAYTIME PHONE..............................................................................................................
EVENING PHONE..............................................................................................................
E-MAIL ADDRESS..............................................................................................................
BIRTHDATE (MM/DD/YYYY)............................................................................................
IN WHICH CNG PUBLICATION DID YOU SEE THIS AD?........................................................
TO WHICH RETAILER/RESTAURANT DID YOU GO?..............................................................
PICK YOUR TICKETS
1ST CHOICE........................    2ND CHOICE........................    3RD CHOICE........................
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tion and Borough Hall sub-
way stops at around 3 pm to 
decry economic inequality 
but also to urge surprised by-
standers to join them.

“We are the 99 percent,” 
the hundred or so protesters 
chanted as they marched from 
Cadman Plaza to the Manhat-
tan-bound 4/5 platform. “So 
are you!”

Protesters filled up three 
cars on the empty train, us-
ing the “human mic” to share 
personal stories of economic 

hardship to win over sur-
prised straphangers who had 
not planned to be a part of the 
day’s protests.

“I have owned a business 
for five years, but I am forced 
to pay over a $1,000 a month 
to insure my family,” yelled a 
protester to the captive audi-
ence somewhere between Bor-
ough Hall and Bowling Green. 
“And it prevents us from sav-
ing any money. We live pay-
check to paycheck. We want 
health care!”

Brooklynites supportive 

don’t speak the language 
of press releases.

“The unions are going to 
do what it takes to preserve 
jobs for their members,” said 
the source. “The wage scale 
is ultimately going to be [the 
deciding factor]. This is going 
to be a long process.”

Ratner released  render-
ings last week  of a 32-story 
modular building rising at 
the corner of Dean Street and 
Flatbush Avenue, just south 
of his under-construction 
$1-billion basketball arena. 
The building would be the 
tallest pre-fab structure on 
the planet.

Two identical-looking pre-
fab building would come later 
— and one of them would be 
50-plus stories, which would 
break its predecessor’s height 
record for Lego–style tow-
ers.

Ratner says he will begin 
construction early next year, 
with ground-breakings for 
the others following at six 
to nine-month intervals af-
ter that — the first of three 
residential buildings in the 
long stalled, 16-tower devel-
opment.

The first tower would be 
constructed using 930 pre-
fabricated steel boxes known 
as modules that would be 
built in a factory and trans-
ported to Dean Street, where 
they would be bolted into 
place.

Ratner hailed the method, 
which he said would cut costs 

Her husband, Orthodox 
activist Isaac Abraham, 
called Häagen-Dazs and 
the Duane Reade at 4 pm, 
and complained about find-
ing the frozen coin.

A Duane Reade em-
ployee said the store pulled 
its Häagen-Dazs batch from 
its shelves in response to 
Abraham’s complaint and 
gave its order back to the 
global dessert company, 

just to be safe. 
A Häagen-Dazs em-

ployee told Isaac Abraham 
last week to send more in-
formation about the incident 
and ship the icy dime to its 
California-based quality con-
trol center.

But for now, he is keep-
ing the change.

“I’m not an idiot — if I 
send the dime then my story 
would melt away with the ice 
cream,” said Abraham, who 

is speaking with an attorney. 
“Luckily, she didn’t break 
a tooth. Who knows where 
the dime came from or who 
touched it before it went into 
the ice cream?”

A Häagen-Dazs represen-
tative said that the company 
“apologizes for her experi-
ence,” adding that finding 
a foreign object in choco-
late ice cream is “highly 
unusual.”

“It is made in one loca-
tion, then it is pumped and 
filled [into cartons] before it 
passes through a metal de-
tector that shoots them off 

a carrier belt if metal is de-
tected,” said Häagen-Dazs 
spokeswoman Diane McIn-
tyre. “It detects dime, but 
nothing is infallible.”

The company, which was 
founded in the Bronx and 
opened its first retail store in 
Brooklyn in 1976, has found 
shell casings or pebbles, but 
never coins, inside nut-fla-
vored ice cream.

That’s cold comfort to 
Sara Abraham, who said 
she is giving up ice cream 
indefinitely.

“I don’t want to eat it any-
more,” said Abraham.

Continued from page 1

DIME...

of the movement tolerated 
the interruption and the tight 
squeeze.

“I picked the right train!” 
said a woman who boarded 
the 4 train to find it full of 
protesters. “I believe in what 
they’re doing.”

For some, the subway pro-
test was a rude intrusion into 
what is one of the city’s most 
hallowed rituals — the daily 
subway commute.

“I’m not so happy to see 
these people.” said Olivia Tufo 
from Williamsburg, who not 
only had difficulty getting to 
her waitressing job in Lower 
Manhattan, but then didn’t 
get much business once she 

got there. “I made 20 bucks 
today.”

But the occupiers insist that 
discomfort is part of the plan 
for change.

“Inconvenience is a small 
thing compared to changing 
the country,” said Noah Fis-
cher, an activist who’s started 
speaking out loud in subway 
cars on his own about Occupy 
Wall Street on his way over 
to Zuccotti Park from where 
he lives in Prospect Heights. 
“There are some moments in 
this that may be uncomfort-
able and that’s OK.”

Organizers also said that 
the subway protest is part of 
the movement’s attempts to 

Continued from page 1

OCCUPY... radically redefine the notion 
of public space.

“The subway is usually 
filled with people who aren’t 
talking to each other,” said Fis-
cher. “We need to break this si-
lence — the subway is a pub-
lic forum.”

The occupiers did not shut 
actually down subway lines or 
stations: actually the NYPD 
came the closest to doing that, 
barricading off a few entrances 
and exits near where the pro-
testers exited in Manhattan.

The police made no Occupy 
Wall Street-related arrests in 
the subway system on Thurs-
day, according to an NYPD 
spokesperson, but  more than 
250 people  — including Coun-
cilman Jumaane Williams (D–
Flatbush) — were arrested in 
other protests.

The subways may prove to 
be a viable place to congregate 
and protest, activists said, as 
the movement becomes more 
mobile after Mayor Bloomberg 
and the NYPD ended the oc-
cupation of Zuccotti Park  in 
the wee hours of Tuesday 
morning .

“Come December, January, 
February — it’s going to all be 
about the subway,” said Fischer. 
“It’s a place for the public to 
gather all year round. It’s the 
99 percent. And it’s warm.”
 — with Alfred Ng

firm in DUMBO declined an 
offer from Ratner last year to 
help produce the plan. “The 
rational thing to do is build 
a 20-story building and test 
these things out before build-
ing a 30-story tower.”

Longtime critics of Atlantic 
Yards slammed the plan. 

“It’s another despicable 
slight to the community sur-
rounding the project by elim-
inating more crucial jobs for 
residents,” said Council-
woman Letitia James (D–
Fort Greene).

James and others felt sim-
ilarly slighted by the notion 
that a project that was once 
meant to be an architectural 
showcase by legendary de-
signer Frank Gehry will now 
comprise far more mundane 
pre-fab buildings.

Gehry was fired in 2009 
in a cost-saving move.

Ratner’s spokesman Joe 
DePlasco said that the devel-
oper will begin to seek fi-
nancing for the first build-
ing, but declined to comment 
further.

Continued from page 1

YARDS...

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

The city’s latest effort to stanch the stink 
in the Gowanus Canal is the pits.

Environmental officials unveiled four 
“green” spaces on Dean Street that will 
hold onto stormwater during heavy rain-
storms so that sewer systems don’t over-
flow, sending raw sewage into the already 
polluted, foul-smelling waterway.

The drainage ditches near Fourth Ave-
nue in Park Slope are topped with mulch 
and water-thirsty shrubs to absorb up to 
7,200 gallons of runoff during light rain 
storms.

But at just 80 square feet, the glori-
fied tree pits aren’t designed to handle 
heavy rainfall, according to city plan-
ners, the $16,000 green pits will over-
flow — rendering them ineffective when-
ever it pours.

Still, Department of Environmental Pro-
tection Commissioner Carter Strickland 
touted the plant-covered holes.

“They are a perfect example of how 
green infrastructure projects not only 
help retain stormwater, but also beau-
tify our streets and sidewalks,” Strick-
land said.

Residents were more skeptical.
Diane Jacobowitz said the tree pits 

weren’t likely to make the canal smell 
any better — or stop her dance studio 
on Fourth Avenue at Dean Street from 
flooding during downpours.

“It’ll flood the next time [it rains hard],” 
said Jacobowitz, whose ground-floor busi-
ness was inundated with water twice in 
the past year. “There’s obviously a drain-
age problem here.”

Supporters of the project countered 
that it was a small step forward towards 
improving the water quality in the fetid 
canal.

“This is a quick and easy first step 
in the right direction,” said Craig Ham-

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

An abandoned naval cem-
etery will be transformed into 
a peaceful, wildlife-filled re-
spite under a proposal be-
ing pushed by the Brooklyn 
Greenway Initiative.

On Thursday, the group — 
which is creating a 14-mile 
bike path along the borough’s 
industrial waterfront — pre-
sented plans to make the Na-
val Hospital Cemetery in the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard along 
Williamsburg Street West 
into a public sanctuary.

“When you pass the area, 
you think, ‘Wow, that was 

City: Pits will fi x 
Gowanus stink

From dead space 
to green space
Burial ground could become a park

The Naval Hospital Cemetery on Williamsburg 
Street West has been vacant and overgrown with 
weeds for decades, but it could become a peace-
ful park under a new plan.
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bleak,’ ” said Milton Pur-
year, planning director for 
the initiative. “Now this can 
be a beautiful place to get re-
lief from buildings and con-
crete.”

The 1.7-acre site between 
Kent and Flushing avenues 
once included a ball field 
and, as rumor has it, a train-
ing ground for police dogs. 
But for decades, it’s been a 
fenced-off eyesore and home 
for feral cats.

The plans will create an 
urban oasis, with an elevated 
boardwalk, greenhouse, out-
door theater and grove of 
black cherry trees.

A giant meadow of native 
grasses and wildflowers will 
lure butterflies, birds, bees 
and bats, and steel rectangles 
holding different species of 
plants will light up at night 
to symbolize the nearly 2,000 
long-forgotten graves.

In the 1820s, the Navy es-
tablished the former farmland 
as a cemetery for sailors who 
died at the nearby Naval Hos-
pital. Many of the remains 
were moved to Cypress Hills 
Cemetery in 1926.

But fragments of bone and 
coffin are still beneath the 
ground, making landscap-
ers subject to a deed restric-

tion that prevents soil dis-
ruption.

“It’s a site you can’t build 
on, so the question is: what’s 
the best use for it?” Puryear 
asked.

A landscape architec-
ture firm created a design 
that memorializes the his-
toric ground while stimu-
lating ecological growth.

“It’s a place for reflec-
tion,” said co-designer Jen-

nifer Brooks. “Bird watch-
ers, nature lovers, students 
and families will find respite 
here. We’re treating it as sa-
cred ground.”

The Greenway Initiative 
— which is currently plot-
ting its bike path from Green-
point to Bay Ridge — said the 
$2-million park could be built 
in 2013, if the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard Development Corpora-
tion can secure funding.

merman, the district manager of Com-
munity Board 6.

Strickland said  the city is planning  to 
install green roofs, rain barrels and more 
of the landscaped pits to handle 10 percent 
of the stormwater runoff in the area.

The bioswales on Dean Street aren’t the 
first of their kind in the borough.

 Last year,  the city gave the Gowanus 
Canal Conservancy $580,000 to install 
a similar system of water-sucking plants 
along Sixth Street between Second and 
Fourth avenues.

The city calls them “bioswales,” but 
basically it means that planted areas 
like these will help collect water so 
that the Gowanus Canal won’t get 
so poopy. Here, Diane Jacobowitz of 
Dancewave sashays over to a tree.
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By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

A developer wants to 
raze the squat offices of the 
Brooklyn Eagle for a new 
apartment building — but 
a Brooklyn Heights leader 
thinks his design is too boring 
for the neighborhood.

Judy Stanton, executive di-
rector of the Brooklyn Heights 
Association, says that Akiva 
Kobre’s L-shaped structure 
isn’t bold enough for the 
busy corner of Henry and 
Middagh streets, a gateway 
to the Heights for drivers exit-
ing the Brooklyn Bridge.

“Given the location, this 
was a chance to really do 
something special and cre-

ative,” said Stanton, executive 
director of the powerful neigh-
borhood group. “We were hop-
ing it would have more of a 
‘Wow’ factor.”

Kobre’s five-story apart-
ment building would replace 
the ragged one-story office of 
the struggling Eagle, which 
says it will move to a new lo-
cation in January. The build-
ing was recently sold to Fortis 
Group after going on the mar-
ket in March for $3 million.

The plans call for a five-
story structure with a pent-
house, interior courtyard, 
water fountain and decora-
tive balconies.

The site is indeed an op-
portunity to bring life to the 

‘Eagle’ eyed
Dull newspaper’s HQ to 
be boring apartments 

corner. It’s next to a row of 
four-story brick buildings with 
storefronts including Henry’s 
End restaurant and Cranber-
ry’s cafe, and across from a 
former candy factory that’s 
slowly turning into condos; 
a two-story Cadman Plaza 
housing development; and a 
nondescript 27-story residen-
tial tower.

Stephen Byrns, partner at 
BKSK Architects, countered 

critics by saying that the build-
ing was “respectful” and that 
“the owners want to be full-
fledged members of the neigh-
borhood.”

“It’s ‘Wow’ in a more sub-
tle way,” Byrns said. “You can 
say we’re knitting together the 
fabric that exists in Brooklyn 
Heights.”

The new building — which 
has one unit on each floor — 
will be made of rich red brick 

and have a stone base. Each 
floor will boast large corner 
windows for the living and din-
ing rooms, while the remain-
ing windows will be compara-
ble to the narrower residences 
on Henry Street.

Kobre is now remaining 
mum on the project — refusing 
to release renderings until the 
design is final, despite present-
ing them publicly to the com-
munity board last week.

“We want to consider what 
the critics are saying and sat-
isfy their concerns,” Kobre 
said. “I don’t want to show any-
thing until we have a sense of 
what we’re going to do.”

In the meantime, Stanton’s 
group is pushing for a differ-
ent façade.

The Heights association 
certainly has had success 
in the past; in 2002, Stanton 
got developer Louis Greco 
to make his six-story condo 
at 322 Hicks St. more fash-
ionable.

The Henry Street building currently housing the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle may be sold to a developer.
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by up to 25 percent, but union 
members would face far big-
ger pay cuts.

Unions  had supported the 
project  from the outset be-
cause of its promise of  thou-
sands of jobs.  Those same 
union supporters are already 
angered by a  shortfall of po-
sitions on the project .

The pre-fab design would 
also save money because it 
would take less time to build: 
the world’s tallest modular 
building, a 25-story dormi-
tory in Wolverhampton, Eng-
land, was built in less than 
one year.

But the project faces sig-
nificant design challenges, 
according to architects who 
reviewed the renderings.

“The modules would have 
to be built on an assembly 
line basis and that capac-
ity doesn’t really exist [on 
this size],” said Jim Garri-
son, whose modular design 

Union members were among the strongest sup-
porters of Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards project. 
But that was when working on the development 
promised more jobs and better wages.

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
A

ar
o

n 
G

re
en

ho
o

d



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500November 25–December 1, 2011 AWP  17



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-250018  AWP  November 25–December 1, 2011

o, Mike, Yo Ray, FIX THIS!
We have a city here with a

bull’s-eye on its back, guns
rampant on the streets again,

homicides on the rise and serial sex
attackers stalking Brownstone
Brooklyn.

And now our cops who start at 38G
a year as our first line of defense
against the really bad guys  who want
to blow us up again are further
demoralized by making it a crime to
squash a parking ticket for Aunt
Mary?

Are Bloomberg and Kelly going
nuts? Is Bronx DA Robert Johnson
desperate for headlines?

C’mon, guys, FIX THIS!
Put me at the front of the line to

cheer when we bust dirty cops who
truly abuse power in this city. I
covered the 77th Precinct scandals,
the Dirty 30 and the Mafia Cops trial.
Those dirty cops deserved to make
the license plates that good cops
scribble on parking tickets. 

Last week in Brooklyn, Detective
Jason Arbeeny was convicted of
“flaking,” or planting drugs on an
innocent man. He should get the max
for his crimes and then do the time
the poor innocent guy was gonna do
so Arbeeny never forgets what it’s like
for a human being to live in a cage. 

If they convict the 68th Precinct
cops busted for smuggling guns into
this city hat might’ve been used on
fellow cops, they should also max
out. 

The Mafia Cops should never see
another sunrise. 

And forget 10 days of lost vacation
for Deputy Inspector Anthony
Bologna, who pepper-sprayed those
defenseless Occupy Wall Street
women but who probably couldn’t
beat my daughter in a Brooklyn “fair-
one.” He should be reassigned to
clean Porta-Potties in Zuccotti Park. 

But when 16 cops are arrested like
common skells for squashing traffic
tickets, receiving more negative
official comment than some of the
real aforementioned abuses, the
system is broken. 

FIX THIS, fellas.
When I was growing up in pre-

yuppie Brooklyn, a neighborhood guy
became a cop to help people, for job
security, a 20-year pension and a

shot at a 30-year mortgage. No one
became a cop to get rich. You didn’t
get to play center field for the
Yankees but you got to wear the
uniform of the best police force in the
world. 

Sure, a few will always rent their
badges for profit. They are called
crooks, or “skells,” who should do
hard time.

But one of the benefits of The Job,
like riding the subway free, was
always the unwritten courtesy of
squashing a ticket. 

“If you do it for family or friends it’s
a favor,” a retired NYPD lieutenant
tells me. “If you make money doing it,
you deserve to be arrested, but it’s a
disgrace that they’re arresting these
cops. It’s why so many good cops are
retiring as soon as they have their 20
in. Morale sucks. I miss The Job; I
don’t miss the petty BS.”

Every job has its perks. Back in the
day, before my time, we had a guy
named Vinny Lee at the Daily News
who was the unofficial Assistant
Editor in Charge of Tickets. If a
reporter got a ticket, Vinny called
Police HQ and it vanished like Jimmy
Hoffa. 

My brother Pete tells me the same
thing was true over at the Post. So
let’s stop with the hypocrisy in the
press.

Same with the mayor and the
police commissioner. They can deny
it till their meter expires but everyone
knows there’s a ticket quota in every
precinct. I knew a “summons cop”
named Keogh at the 111th Precinct in
Bayside, Queens, whose
commanding officer let him pick his
own hours because he was a one-
man ticket blitz who helped make the
precinct quota every month. Keogh
told me his best stop on the job was
“a Korean church van where I wrote
12 seat belt tickets.”

It’s okay for NYPD to force cops to
collect this secret tax for the Sheriff of
Nottingham but if a cop squashes a
ticket for his cousin he’s a skell?

Nah. 
This case is an abuse of power

from City Hall, 1 Police Plaza and the

Y BY DENIS HAMILL
s someone who has spent her
entire career working with and
advocating for police officers, I
feel a moral obligation to speak

out on an issue that has lately
dominated the headlines. 

It’s something I have seen happen
time and time again — police officers
being blamed for aspects of “The Job”
that a civilian couldn’t possibly
understand. 

In the Police Department’s ticket-
fixing scandal, rank-and-file cops are
being blamed for the harmless practice
of letting traffic tickets slide as a favor to
family and friends. 

If there is a victimless crime, this is it.
And yet some are treating this like the
latest symptom of a police force gone
wild. A New York Times editorial blasted
ticket-fixing as “insidious” and called on
Police Commissioner Ray Kelly for
greater enforcement. 

I detect, among other forces at work,
the anti-union fervor that has perversely
captured the imagination
of some politicians and
pundits: the police union
as corrupt big labor,
intent only on protecting
its members at the public’s expense. “An
attack on unionism,” Patrolmen’s
Benevolent Association President
Patrick Lynch called it at a rally as the
indictments against 16 “tix-fix” cops
were unsealed on Oct. 28 in the Bronx.

But while defending his members,
Lynch also made clear that he was not
there to defend dirty cops. Referring to
Officer Jose Ramos, accused of drug-
dealing and other serious crimes, Lynch
said that he would have turned his back
on Ramos during the proceedings —
except that doig so would have been
disrespectful to the court. 

He also pointed out that, as a
paramilitary organization, the NYPD
follows a top-down structure. If an order
had come down, ticket-fixing would have
ceased at once. “Just following orders,”
tead a sign hoisted by mandy members
who came out to the rally. 

Regardless, Bronx District Attorney
Robert Johnson decided to make
sacrificial lambs of a few officers — even
though they had not, for the most part,

gained personally from the practice. 
The hypocrisy is obvious: Police

officers who risk their lives on a daily
basis may have to pay with their jobs
and pensions for participating in a long-
accepted practice. As Lynch said, “A
courtesy has now turned into a crime.”

I once worked in the community
relations division at a busy police station
in a high-crime area in the Boston Police
Department, facilitating meetings
between residents and patrol officers.
Over the three years I was there, I saw
those officers’ constant interactions with
drug dealers, rapists and gangs. I was
continually amazed at the restraint,
humor and humanity those officers
showed. 

I can guarantee you that all of the
officers indicted for ticket-fixing have
repeatedly rushed to the aid of people
who needed help — with no thought of

their own safely, going
home after a day’s work
to weep over the human
misery they’d witnessed.
And all, in one way or

another, have suffered physically and
mentally because they chose a career in
law enforcement. 

My close contact over many years
with people who have chosen to take on
the most difficult job in our society has
only strengthened my admiration and
respect for the work police officers do —
and the extraordinary efforts these brave
men and women make to protect us
from evil and violence. 

So I think we all need to take a deep
breath, step back and really think about
whether we want to make scapegoats of
people who have spent their lives
serving the residents of this city,
especially since their only crime —�in
the vast majority of the Bronx cases —
was partaking in a practice that Mayor
Bloomberg himself said has existed
“since the days of the Egyptians.”

Brown is the publisher of the monthly
national magazine American Police
Beat and the author of “Brave Hearts:
Extraordinary Stories of Pride, Pain and
Courage. 
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Ticket-fixing is 
not a crime

BE OUR GUEST
BY CYNTHIA BROWN

The practice that has lately been
described as “ticket-fixing” has, in the
words of Mayor Bloomberg, been going on
“since the days of the Egyptians,” not only
at the NYPD but also in police departments
all over the nation and indeed the world.
And, it’s important to note, it has never
been prosecuted before in New York City.
Nobody at the PBA is saying the practice
should continue. What we are saying, and
what the accompanying articles make
clear, is that it is unjust, unfair and
hypocritical to criminalize the practice for
just a few officers when that practice been
condoned for so many years for the benefit
of so many, including police brass,
politicians and members of the press. The
PBA is determined to fight this witch hunt.
As PBA president Pat Lynch has vowed:
“We will put the full resources of the union
to work to vindicate” those police officers
who have been made scapegoats.
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Hard-hitting columnist 
Denis Hamill calls it a “witch hunt.”
Police expert Cynthia Brown calls it 

“perverse anti-union fervor.”

Give the NYPD
a damn break

Tix Fix fuss 
nothin’ but 
witch hunt

Mayor, Kelly, Bx. DA abusing power

Bronx DA’s office.
Since the Tix Fix 16 were

arraigned, cops have pulled an
understandable ticket-writing
slowdown, costing our broke city
revenue. Add in the cost of the three-
year Bronx probe, Internal Affairs
wiretaps, a prolonged grand jury
session and now adjudicating 16
cops in a city with a $4.6 billion deficit
and you could hire, um, some more
good cops.

Preposterous. Counterintuitive.
Morale killer. 

FIX THIS.
dhamill@nydailynews.com


