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T alk about a year for the record 
books!

Ask anyone and he’ll tell 
you — 2011 had it all.

For Brooklyn, it was the best of 
times — the city spared Prospect Park’s 
geese from another lethal gassing; the 
Brooklyn Aviators had a banner season; 
and the Barclays Center inched one step 
closer to opening.

But it was also the worst of times: A PTA mom swiped 
money meant for school trips; a madman cut a swath of 
terror across southern Brooklyn; and the Barclays Center 

inched one step closer to opening.
Through it all, The Brooklyn Pa-

per was there to boil it down for you 
(you’re welcome, Brooklyn!) as we 

continue our ongoing search for 
truth, knowledge and of course, 
important life lessons.

The most important life lesson of 
2011: don’t Tweet pictures of your 
groin to anyone, especially if you’re 

a member of Congress with plans to be the next mayor.
There’s a lot to sort through, so, before you shove 2011 

into a drawer, check out our handy “year that was” guide.
At the very least, it’ll help you put together a few New 

Year’s resolutions.

JANUARY
Pedaling tickets:  Cops declare war on bicyclists , an-

nouncing that they will ticket renegade riders who speed, 
disobey traffic signals and signs, tailgate, and fail to signal 
before turning. The ferocity of the NYPD’s bikelash ebbs 
over the year, but cops redouble their campaign in Pros-
pect Park in the fall after a few bicycle collisions leave two 
women brain damaged.

Grimm beginning: Rep. Michael Grimm 
(R-Bay Ridge) the Marine and former FBI 
agent who trounced Rep. Michael McMahon 
(D-Bay Ridge) in 2010 is  sworn into office  
and becomes an overnight media darling. Re-
porters quickly take notice of Grimm, when, 
after a gunman seriously wounds Rep. Gabri-
elle Giffords (D-Arizona), he says all members 
of congress  should pack heat  if they want. 

Smoking Williamsburg: Tobacco giant R.J. Reyn-
olds starts selling a Williamsburg version of its Camel cig-
arettes and immediately brands the trendy neighborhood 
as being “about last call, a sloppy kiss goodbye and a solo 
saunter to a rock show in an abandoned building.”  Our re-
porter , and proud smoker, Andy Campbell took umbrage 
with the depiction, but was more upset that the new smokes 
didn’t taste like Williamsburg at all — they just tasted like 
Camel cigarettes.

FEBRUARY
PTA pinch: Cobble Hill PTA mom Providence Hogan 

 is accused  of stealing more than $80,000 meant for school 
events and trips — using the money 
to pay for fertility treatments and the 
rent on her Atlantic Avenue salon. Ho-
gan, who we branded as Brooklyn’s 
“Momstrocity,” is arrested in March. 
She quickly tries to hammer out a re-
payment plan with prosecutors — but 
then claims she can’t pay all the money 
back right away. In October, a gush-
ing New York Times column  depicting 

Hogan as a hapless neighborhood pariah  encourages some 
to help the business owner pay off her debt.

Dog-gone it: Two Carroll Gardens dog food makers are 
so confident in their product that they decide  to eat it for an 
entire month . Former Brooklyn Paper editor Gersh Kuntz-
man joins in the fun and  tries some of the dog food  — which 
he says isn’t too bad with a little hot sauce mixed in.

Pole position: Borough President Markowitz gets panned 
for allowing exercise teacher Stephanie Mancuso  pole dance  
on stage during his gushingly positive State of the Borough 
Address at a Sunset Park school, but the longtime Prospect 
Park West bike lane opponent gets high marks for  riding a 
two-wheeler into the theater .

MARCH
Send in the clowns: Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 

Bailey Circus decides  not to put up its tents  in Coney Island 
this summer. The one-ring Vidbel Circus fills the void, but 
closes six weeks earlier than expected after drawing as few 
as 15 customers a night.

Sports bar stump: With the Barclays Center half up, 
opponents of the controversial project turn their vitriol against 
Prime 6,  a sports bar opening across the street from the 
arena . Prime 6 is ultimately allowed to open, although it 
remains closed — at least so far.

Goose love fest: Bird lovers hold 
a  “Hands Around the Lake”  protest, 
demanding that the city end its geese 
eradication protocols in Prospect Park. 
The geese are eventually spared – but 
only because the city did such a bang-
up job gassing geese in 2010.

APRIL
Happy days!: The 2010 census numbers come in — 

and the Columbia Street Waterfront District is named  the 
gayest neighborhood in the borough ! 

The Music’s over: Opponents against Borough Pres-
ident Markowitz’s controversial plan to build a $65 mil-
lion amphitheater at Asser Levy Park  force him to move  
his popular Summer Seaside Concert Series. The concerts 
are moved further into Coney Island — but they’re never 

quite the same.
Takeru taken away: Six-time Na-

than’s hot dog eating champion Takeru 
Kobayashi receives the biggest setback 
of his stomach-churning career — he’s 
removed from the  Nathan’s Famous Wall 
of Fame .  Kobayashi doesn’t participate 
in this year’s gladiatorial gut-fest, opting 
to hold a “simultaneous” competition at 

a rooftop bar in Manhattan instead. The stunt backfires when 
Kobayashi is  accused of an illegal bun drop , which would have 
gotten him disqualified in Coney Island.

MAY
Music mayhem: Greenpoint and Williamsburg residents 

 pressure promoters  into cutting the number of concerts on 
the Kent Avenue waterfront because its crowds have become 
rowdy — kicking off a summer-long showdown that would 
result in a change in venue three blocks away.

Courting Muslims: Sheepshead Bay residents against 

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Murdered Ditmas Park cafe 
owner Josh Rubin may have been 
moonlighting as a drug dealer 
— and might have even known 
his killer.

So say authorities here and in 
the Keystone State who continue 
to disagree on where exactly the 
well-liked businessman was fa-
tally shot before being set on fire 
and dumped off a remote Penn-
sylvania road less than a day af-
ter  leaving his Kensington home 
 on Halloween. 

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Play it again, Steve!
Councilman Steve Levin reunited with 

his college band, Stylofone, this weekend 
at Brooklyn Bowl — with the Greenpoint 
political powerhouse donning a flannel 
shirt and playing bass.

It’s almost like he fit in with his con-
stituents!

Levin has been a big name in some circles 
ever since winning a seven-way Democratic 
primary in 2009 and going on to become one 
of the Council’s youngest members.

But he’s best known as the bassist in 
the scrappy indie rock quartet that fea-

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

The faithful at Park Slope’s 
Old First Reformed Church have 
started donating money to fix the 
building’s crumbling sanctuary 
— which was closed for Christ-
mas amid fears that huge hunks of 
plaster would rain down on con-
gregants — but the church hasn’t 
even asked for help yet!

Pastor Daniel Meeter hoped 
that a fundraising drive in the 

spring would raise enough money 
for ceiling repairs, but donations 
are already pouring in from con-
gregants who want to see the Sev-
enth Avenue landmark’s sanc-
tuary reopened as quickly as 
possible.

“We haven’t even started and 
people are already sending us 
money,” Meeter said. “Someone 
just left an anonymous $3,000 
donation.”

The overwhelming response 

came after Meter closed off the 
1,100 seat sanctuary to holiday 
services, thinking that sections of 
the 60-foot ceiling — some more 
than a foot long — would rain 
down on the pews below and give 
everyone a blue Christmas. 

The sanctuary started falling 
apart in September. Last month, 
a team of engineers determined 
that the entire ceiling needed to 
be repaired, Meeter said, adding 

By Dan MacLeod 
for The Brooklyn Paper

A Dyker Heights college fresh-
man claims that cops tricked him 
into breaking the law during a 
massive citywide iPhone sting 
that nabbed more than 40 Brook-
lynites — and now the teen’s fa-
ther wants to sue the city.

A man working with police lied 
to 19-year-old Rob Tester about 
a “stolen” iPhone he was sell-
ing, then cops arrested Tester for 
theft when he bought it, claims 
the teen’s father, who says police 
entrapped his kid by using a sob 
story about not having enough 
money for Christmas.

By Dan MacLeod
The Brooklyn Paper

State Sen. Carl Kruger is going 
to have plenty of cash on hand for 
soap and cigarettes in prison.

The disgraced pol who pled 
guilty to federal corruption 
charges last week could collect 
an estimated $70,000-a-year pen-
sion for the rest of his life. 

Kruger (D-Brighton Beach) is 
facing up to 50 years in prison 
after  admitting in a blubbering 
confession  that he sold his polit-
ical clout for nearly $1 million in 

bribes from deep-pocketed lob-
byists and developers. 

The eight-term legislator’s 
asteroid-like descent from head 
of the senate’s powerful Finance 
Committee to political pariah was 
a striking fall from grace — but 
the pension he’s collecting may 
cushion the blow.

According to the  Albany 
Times-Union , Kruger could be 
eligible to collect $69,534.61 a 
year — about $10,000 less than 
the yearly $79,500 salary he was 
making before he resigned last 

By Natalie O’Neill
for The Brooklyn Paper

A new charter school run by a 
team of former corporate honchos 
wants to take public school space 
from the city in order to serve Park 
Slope middle schoolers — prompt-
ing mixed emotions from parents 
who are happy to see more school 

options, but hate the idea of priva-
tized public education.

Founders of Brooklyn Urban 
Garden Charter School — which 
goes by the acronym “BUGS” — 
says the public, 300-student, sci-
ence-focused school will serve 
sixth to eighth graders in Dis-
trict 15 as early as next fall, al-

though it has not yet secured a 
location.

“[BUGS] will be a vibrant 
learning community dedicated to 
stewardship of the environment,” 
notes  the school’s brochure . “We 
aim to provide [the district] with 
a high-quality, innovative mid-

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s high-tech CEOs are 
calling on the city to give up its 
long-vacant eyesore at 370 Jay St. 
so that NYU can transform it into 
a flashy science center — the lat-
est in a salvo of publicity for the 
cutting-edge project.

On Wednesday morning, big-
wigs from DUMBO’s Etsy and 
Small Planet rallied with local pols 
outside the vacant MTA build-
ing, saying it would create a pool 
of talent for their firms. 

“A lot of companies in DUMBO 
are hiring kids out of school,” 
said Gavin Fraser, CEO of Small 
Planet, an iPad and iPhone app 
development firm. “What we 
need now is access to qualified 
talent.”

Downtown boosters have 
been frantically pushing the 
city to donate its massive build-
ing near  Willoughby Street to 
NYU since October , when the 
private mega-university proposed 
the “Center for Urban Science 
and Progress.”

Local business groups even 
rolled out a print ad campaign this 
month to urge Mayor Bloomberg 
to “Get Smart” and approve the 
school — which would be a 

YEAR IN REVIEW

2011 MURDER MYSTERY
Cops: Rubin was in money trouble, knew his killer

News of Josh Rubin’s 
murder has shaken Dit-
mas Park, where he had 
just opened his popular, 
but struggling, Whisk Bak-
ery Café. Here’s how it all 
went down:

• Oct. 31, afternoon: 
Josh Rubin works his shift 
at the cafe, but is seen look-
ing distraught and chain-
smoking, according to pa-
trons.

• Oct. 31, evening: Ru-
bin phones in the next day’s 
bagel order and leaves his 
apartment on foot around 
9 pm to meet a friend, said 
his roommates.

It started on 
Halloween... 

Neither the NYPD nor the 
South Whitehall Police Depart-
ment can say where Rubin was 
killed or why it took investiga-
tors nearly two months to iden-
tify his charred remains, even 
though he was found less than 
two hours from Brooklyn. Rubin 
was last seen leaving his apart-
ment on Lawrence Avenue on 
Oct. 31 around 9 pm.

The NYPD says the investiga-
tion belongs in Lehigh County, Pa. 
but Keystone cops refute that.

“The speculation is that the Josh Rubin (left) and the forensic sketch released by the 
Lehigh County District Attorney’s office on Nov. 16.
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Flock helps crumbling Park Slope church

Pastor Daniel Meeter of the Old First Reformed Church on 
Seventh Avenue shows off the chunks of plaster that fell 
from the sanctuary’s 60-foot-high ceiling.
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SWEET CHARITY

Councilman by day, bassman by night
tured Jason Klauber, Simon O’Connor 
and Will Berman — a band that was the 
toast of the New England liberal arts col-
lege rock scene since 2002.

Stylofone toured for several years un-
til its guitar-wielding archrivals, MGMT, 
stole Berman to be their drummer. Levin 
joined the band in 2002 and left in 2006, 
claiming artistic difference (he wanted to 
work in the nonprofit public sector while 
bandmates wanted to play music).

But Levin says he never lost touch with 
his rock star friends or his creative side.

“It’s a great love of mine to do music and 
play music,” said Levin. “We’ve had a lot of 
fun over the past couple of weeks.”

More than 150 people showered Sty-
lofone with love during the coveted 1 am 
Sunday night timeslot. Levin got to play 
a bass solo before the band closed out its 
hour-long set with two of his favorite songs, 
“Nighttime” and “Hotstepper.” Even Sty-
lofone’s old foe, MGMT’s Ben Goldwas-
ser, stopped by to see the show and party 
with his friends well into the night.

Levin says he loves playing with the 
band, but won’t quit his day job to join 
MGMT anytime soon.

“I think they have their own bass 
player— he’s a good friend of mine,” 
said Levin. “It gets a little muddy with 
two basses.”

Steve Levin at a reunion show of his 
college band at Brooklyn Bowl.
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Toasting ‘Death’
Jonathan Ames, the creator of “Bored to Death,” held a 
wake for his canceled TV show on Dec. 21 at the Brook-
lyn Inn in Boerum Hill. Friends, including graphic novel-
ist Dean Haspiel (right), and fans showed up in droves. 
See more on page 3.
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Charges massive iPhone sting was illegal

Teen: Cops tricked me

Tester says the NYPD opera-
tive ambushed him when he left 
McKinley Park Library on Fort 
Hamilton Parkway last Wednes-
day and was duped into paying 
$20 for an iPhone he didn’t want 
— which the man claimed he 
bought legally.

The Manhattan Borough 
Community College student 
said the peddler ignored his re-
fusals, claiming that he didn’t 
have enough money to feed his 
daughter on Christmas. After sev-
eral tries, the informant eventu-
ally persuaded Tester to buy the 
smartphone, which retails for 

Dyker Heights teen Robert 
Tester says he was tricked 
into buying an iPhone on 
the street — then was sum-
marily arrested.
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D’town to city: 
Give us eyesore!

partnership with giants such 
as IBM and would focus on 
making cities safer and more 
energy-efficient.

NYU presented its plans this 
fall, after the MTA announced 
it would finally sell or lease its 

Kruger’s cash
Disgraced pol could still 
collect $70G while in prison

State officials say disgraced 
state Sen. Carl Kruger will be 
able to keep his pension.
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week.
“The feds may be able to go 

after parts of his pension, but 
there isn’t a mechanism for us 
[to take it away from him],” a 
spokesman for the state comp-

BUGS creeping closer
New charter school gets ready to sting Slope

Community leaders rallied 
on Wednesday. (From left) 
Zephrin Lasker, CEO of 
Pontiflex; Alexandra Sica, 
executive director of the 
DUMBO Improvement 
District; state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron and Borough 
President Markowitz.
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See MURDER  on page 2
See TIMELINE  on page 2

See CHURCH  on page 2

See STING  on page 2

See KRUGER  on page 2

See EYESORE  on page 2See BUGS  on page 2
See 2011  on page 2

THE YEAR IN BIKE 
LANES: PAGE 2
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homicide occurred some-
where else and the body 
was dumped here,” said Da-
vid Gross, a spokesman for 
the South Whitehall Police 
Department. 

But the NYPD dis-
agrees.

“His body was found in 
Pennsylvania, that’s where 
the investigation is right 
now,” said an NYPD spokes-
man.

A separate NYPD source, 
a high-ranking official who 
requested anonymity, said 
his department believes Ru-
bin might have been famil-
iar with his assassin.

“It looks like [the killer] 
was definitely somebody that 
knew him,” said the official. 
“He was trying to get money 
and may have been involved 
with [the wrong crowd] to 
make a couple of bucks.”

Rubin, whose first rent 
payment on his struggling 
Whisk Bakery Café was due 
on the same day that his body 
was found in an apple orchard 
in southeastern Pennsylva-
nia — was trying to unload 
large amounts of marijuana 
on friends, according to the 

New York Post, which also 
reported that Rubin owed 
$14,000 to creditors and that 
his credit card was used at a 
New York mall  the day after 
his body was found . 

Lehigh County District 
Attorney James Martin 
said Rubin was in debt, but 
disputed the $20,000 figure 
 coined last week by the New 
York Times . 

“That’s a mistake,” he 
said. “He owed some rent 
to his landlord, I believe for 
the cafe [but] I don’t know 
exactly what that amount 
was.”

Pennsylvanian authorities 
found Rubin within the 48-
hour window that investiga-
tors say is crucial to solving 
a crime, but were unable to 
make a positive identifica-
tion until a DNA match was 
made last week. Several po-
lice sketches on what Rubin 
could have looked like before 
he was burned were distrib-
uted in the hope that some-
one would recognize him, 
but no one did.

Rubin, who hailed from 
Rhode Island, was recalled as 
being jittery in the hours be-
fore he vanished, according 

• Nov. 1: Rubin doesn’t 
show up for his opening 
shift at Whisk — the day 
his first rent payment is 
due, claims co-op president 
Chris Houghton. A door-
man notices something is 
awry when the bagel deliv-
ery isn’t picked up. Around 
the same time — nearly 100 
miles away — a road worker 
clearing branches after a 
storm in Lehigh County, Pa. 
finds Rubin’s smoldering 
corpse in an apple orchard. 
Police from the S. White-
hall Township receive a call 
about the body at 8:39 am, 
but find that it is burned be-
yond recognition. Back in 
Brooklyn, police from the 
70th Precinct file a miss-
ing person report.

• Nov. 2: Worker Paige 
Lipari shows up to open 

Whisk, which remains 
open for two hours until 

she learns from a customer 
that Rubin is missing and 
closes up. The Brooklyn Pa-
per learns that Rubin was 
trying to sell the cafe he 
had opened less than two 
months before. Police from 
the 70th Precinct say that 
Rubin was in a “depressed 
state” around the time of 
his disappearance and note 
that he  suffered from bipo-
lar disorder . 

• Nov. 3: Rubin’s fam-
ily creates the “Find Josh 
Rubin” Facebook page and 
 Google map  to coordinate 
a search.

• Nov. 4: Rubin’s fam-
ily hires private investi-
gator and former NYPD 
Det. Eric Lopez to assist 
police. Lopez checks hos-
pitals, morgues and even 

that the congregation is still 
estimating how much the ren-
ovation will cost — and how 
long it will take. 

This year’s Christmas Eve 
service — which typically 
draws 400 congregants — was 
held in the Church’s second-
floor Sunday school hall. 

Only 150 people attended 
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas mass, but Meeter put a 
positive spin on the slimmed-
down service.

“The service was very in-
timate,” Meeter said. “It was 

kind of wonderful.”
Congregants said they 

were prepared for a long 
renovation, but sorry the 
sanctuary was taken away 
from them.

“It was the timing that 
made it so difficult,” said 
Kyle Pope.

The Park Slope institu-
tion was built in 1891 and 
is known for its towering 
stone steeple, Tiffany stained 
glass windows, and bevy of 
community services and pro-
grams, including  a men’s 
homeless shelter . 

$200 and up.
“He was really persistent, I 

felt sympathy,” Tester said.
Once he forked over the 

money, four cops rushed up 
to cuff him, according to 
Tester, who spent the next 
26 hours locked up in cen-
tral booking.

Tester was one of 141 sus-
pects arrested for possession of 
stolen items during these city-
wide NYPD stings. Most of 

the mosque slated for Voorhies Avenue take their fight 
from the sidewalk to the courtroom, but a  judge shoots 
down claims  that the mosque violates zoning rules, al-
lowing the house of worship to be built.

Burning up: Smokers across the borough  throw a 
fit  when the city threatens to ticket them if they were 
caught lighting up in public parks. 

In memoriam: An adorable baby gosling born in the 
wake of last year’s mass goose slaughter  died  in Pros-
pect Park at the end of the month under unknown cir-
cumstances. 

JUNE
Rep. Twitterpants: Con gress-

man Anthony Weiner  can’t say “with 
certitude”  that his groin was de-
picted in a photo sent from his Twit-
ter account, but insists that the so-
cial network was hacked. He  resigns 
in shame  two weeks later.

Cover up!: An ultra-orthodox religious group  bans 
women  from wearing tank tops and short-sleeve shirts 
in South Williamsburg, even on days when tempera-
tures climbed to 100 degrees!

Street naming controversy: Atheists  railed against  
a portion of Richard Street renamed “Seven in Heaven” 
to honor a group of fallen firefighters because street 
names shouldn’t denote the presence of an almighty 
power — or where it hangs its hat. 

JULY
Love conquers all: Brook-

lynites rejoice when gay marriages 
are  performed  for the first time 
in state history at Brooklyn Bor-
ough Hall. 

Down and out: Park advo-
cates  push the city to fund  a promised park at the Bush-
wick Inlet, but the city says its too poor to buy parcels 
necessary to build it. 

Broken promises: Workers  vow to hold a monthly 
protest  at the Barclays Center arena until Forest City 
Ratner Companies follows through on its promise to 
give the community thousands of construction jobs. The 
protests peter out by the fall — the demonstrators must 
have gotten work somewhere else.

AUGUST
Shaken up: An  18-sec-

ond earthquake  and  Hurri-
cane Irene  catches every-
one off guard, but does 
little damage.

Occupy Brooklyn 
Bridge Park: State law-
makers sign off on a deal 
to  allow housing  in Brooklyn Bridge Park, and even a 
hotel — a move that will allow the state to finish build-
ing the park and maintain it in the future.

Icy welcome: Barclays Center officials say their 
arena, which will already host the Brooklyn Nets next 
year, would be  the perfect home  for the New York Is-
landers. 

Building up: Forest City Ratner Companies says 
its ready to  build a 33-story residential tower  on Dean 
Street next door, but he’ll just be slapping together pre-
fabricated parts. Shovels are expected to go into the 
ground next year.

SEPTEMBER
Call a gynecologist: In what will no doubt be re-

membered as the biggest story by any news organiza-
tion in 2011, the infamous  “Vagina Tree,”  suffered an 
untimely demise at the hands of Hurricane Irene. 

Heft a liter: In bar sports, South 
Slope legend Rogelio Juarez,  had a 
strong run  in the annual mug-holding 
competition at Der Schwarze Köl-
ner in Fort Greene, but ultimately 
fell in the national competition in 
Central Park. 

Disco no more: Speaking of 
bars, Bay Ridge — once known 

for having a dance club on every street corner in its 
lustier days following “Saturday Night Fever” — has 
been waging a quiet war with loud clubs in recent years, 
making the neighborhood more akin to the little town 
in “Footloose.”

Life after Weiner: Bob Turner (R–Midwood)  stomps 
 Democratic challenger David Weprin in the race for dis-
graced Rep. Anthony Weiner’s seat. Weprin say Presi-
dent Obama’s poor pol numbers hurt him. Others blamed 
the Democratic pol’s mustache.  

OCTOBER
My pal, Khadafy: In a strangely touching tale, Louis 

Schlamowitz, Canarsie’s famed autograph hound,  re-
calls his time  as a penpal with Libyan strongman Moam-
mar Khadafy, the eccentric authoritarian ruler who took 
time from his day job of turning Libya into one of the 
world’s most repressive regimes to 
correspond with the retired florist 
for more than two decades. 

Crowning achievement: Bush-
wick artist Marni Kotak  gives birth 
 in a tiny studio as part of her lat-
est performance piece, “The Birth 
of Baby X.” Was it art? A cheap 
stunt? Just really gross? It was all 
of the above! 

Occupy Brooklyn: The phenomenon that started 
with a few dirty people sleeping in Zuccotti Park and 
turned into a worldwide movement  finally touched down 
in Brooklyn , where a crowd marched on Grand Army 
Plaza, and local pols fell over each other to be seen with 
the “99 percent.”

NOVEMBER
Where’s Josh?: Ditmas Park cafe owner Josh Ru-

bin  goes missing  on Halloween amid financial and emo-
tional strain. His family, the police, and a private detec-
tive conduct an exhaustive search for him, but the quest 
ends on a sad note: Rubin’s found murdered in Penn-

sylvania.
It Ant Art: The Brooklyn 

Museum  went toe to toe  against 
incensed borough Diocese offi-
cials over a controversial film 
that briefly depicted ants crawl-
ing on a crucifix. Was it art? 
Our Butcher of Flatbush Ave-
nue Extension thought so. 

Getting jerked around: A fearless Prospect Park 
ranger  caught an armed pot-smoking masturbator  grat-
ifying himself near a playground. Normally, you’d ex-
pect a brave act like this to be followed by some kind of 
award. But in Andrew Marsala’s case, the city  slapped 
him on the wrist  for not calling the cops first. 

Naked rampage: It was the biggest story to come 
out of Bay Ridge all year — according to our webmaster 
— an unhinged granny  went totally berserk  on a quiet 
Thursday on Third Avenue, destroying a Chinese restau-
rant and stripping bare in a bizarre show that witnesses 
would describe as both “funny,” and “scary.”  

DECEMBER
Hodges snubbed — again!: Members of the Base-

ball Hall of Fame’s new “Golden Era Committee,” many 
of whom played with Gil Hodges,  refused to send  the 
famed Brooklyn Dodger to Cooperstown — again! — 
choosing former Chicago Cubs third baseman Ron Santo 
for the coveted spot instead.  

Boardwalk bound: A handful of legendary Coney 
Island businesses are  moving to new digs  on the water-
front, after striking a deal with Central Amusement In-
ternational, the group that spent the last year trying to 
get these businesses to clean up their acts.

School’s out: Edward R. Murrow High School, long 
known as a bastion of free-thinking students, has become 
the school with the second-highest number of suspensions 
in the borough, thanks to a  taskmaster of a principle  who 
doles out punishment like bumper stickers. 

troller explained. 
State employees automati-

cally pay into a retirement fund 
during the course of their ca-
reer, the spokesman said, add-
ing that Kruger, 62, hasn’t filed 
for retirement yet. 

Kruger’s pension may help 
pad his canteen account — a 
type of prison bank that will 
allow him to purchase a few 
additional necessities while in 
the big house — but the be-

leaguered pol says he’s going 
to need his pension to pay his 
bills.

Benjamin Brafman, Kru-
ger’s high-profile attorney, 
told our sister publication, 
the New York Post, that the 
crooked pol  is flat broke , even 
though he currently lives in 
a $1.8-million seaside man-
sion on Mill Island.

“Despite all of the stories 
to the contrary, Sen. Kruger 
personally has always main-

dle school option to reduce 
overcrowding.”

It also notes the school is 
“a community-based proj-
ect” instead of a controversial 
“charter management group” 
— where charter leaders are 
accused of  making six-fig-
ure salaries  while taking up 

rent-free space at city public 
schools.

The Brooklyn Urban Gar-
den Charter School may claim 
to be neighborhood friendly, 
but the resumes of its found-
ing team members tell a dif-
ferent story: the majority of 
them have held positions as 
corporate executives at compa-

offices above the Jay Street 
subway station — a structure 
that city officials pushed the 
 cash-strapped agency to sell 
for years .

The university is just one 
contender in the city’s contest 
that provides free real estate in 
exchange for a world-class sci-
ence campus on Governors Is-
land, the Brooklyn Navy Yard 
and Roosevelt Island. Cornell 
won the bid for Roosevelt Is-
land this week.

But NYU was high on 
Downtown, designing a 
glassy futuristic school that 
fits in with its existing Poly-
technic campus in Metro-
tech Center — a group of 
11 mixed-use buildings be-
tween Flatbush Avenue Ex-
tension and Jay Street.

If the school wins, it would 
move into a 60,000-square-
foot space at 1 Metrotech 
Center as soon as fall, 2013. 
Then the university would re-
furbish 370 Jay St. and turn it 

Continued from page 1
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MURDER... the Occupy Wall Street en-
campment at Zuccotti Park 
in Manhattan.

• Nov. 5: Friends and 
family  flood the borough 
with missing posters .

• Nov. 16: Ditmas Park 
resident and musician Zach 
Boyce says Rubin was  about 
to sublet his apartment  to 
him before he vanished.

On the same day, Penn-
sylvania police release 
sketches of Rubin. Le-
high County’s district at-
torney  says he believes that 
Rubin , whose identity was 
still unknown at this point, 
was killed somewhere else 
and then dumped and set on 
fire in the Keystone State, 
according to the radio sta-
tion WFMZ. 

• Nov. 19: Rubin’s fam-
ily  holds a press conference  
on the steps of the 70th Pre-
cinct on Lawrence Avenue 
— half a block away from 
Rubin’s old apartment — 
and announces a $5,000 re-

ward for information about 
his whereabouts. No police 
show up.

• Nov. 28–Dec. 2: Eric 
Lopez receives an errone-
ous tip from an anonymous 
source that Rubin is in Co-
ney Island.

• Dec. 5: The NYPD 
 transfers the case over  to its 
“Missing Persons” squad, 
and says the case is no lon-
ger a criminal matter 

• Dec. 21: Authorities 
in Lehigh County  identify 
the body as Josh Rubin’s  
through DNA testing.

• Dec. 22:  Distraught 
neighbors  and patrons set 
up a small memorial in front 
of the shuttered cafe. Po-
lice say they believe Ru-
bin knew his killer.

• Dec. 24: The  New 
York Post  reports that 
Rubin was dealing mar-
ijuana.

• Dec. 27: Josh Rubin  is 
buried  in Warwick, Rhode 
Island — his home state.

to regulars who saw him out-
side his cafe chain-smoking 
and talking on the phone.

“I saw him that evening 
looking very upset,” said a 
resident of the co-op above 
the cafe, who would only 

identify herself as Eileen. 
“He couldn’t even talk to 
me.”

Rubin, whose disappear-
ance  fueled a massive search 
effort , also  tried to sublet his 
apartment  in the days before 

he went missing, said Zach 
Boyce, who was going to rent 
Rubin’s room. 

Residents set up an altar of 
candles and flowers outside 
the Whisk Cafe on Thursday 
to remember Rubin.

“He had a really great 
smile and created a won-
derful cafe,” said Elsa Al-
verio, who stopped by the 
memorial. “I just don’t see 
how someone like this would 
be murdered.”

Continued from page 1
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BUGS... not privatized new ones,” said 
Park Slope mom and activ-
ist Gloria Mattera. “Buy your 
own building.”

Public charter schools pick 
students via lottery and offer 
a more flexible curriculum 
than district schools. Brook-
lyn Urban Garden Charter 
School students, for exam-
ple, will spend more time out-
side planting, designing gar-
dens and studying nature.

But creative curriculum 
and high test scores have 
not stopped charter schools 
from igniting fiery fights in 
the district, like in the case 
of Eva Moskowitz’s  Success 
Charter Network , which hun-
dreds of Cobble Hill parents 
and teachers rallied against at 
a recent Department of Edu-

cation hearing.
Many parents are against 

putting charter schools into 
operating school buildings, 
claiming that it takes away 
classrooms from public school 
children and forces everyone 
to compete for shared gym, li-
brary and cafeteria space.

Yet Mark Kolman — a 
member of the of the District 15 
Community Education Coun-
cil who has opposed inappro-
priate charter co-locations in 
the past — said the Brooklyn 
Urban Charter School would 
likely be good for the area. 

“I don’t see it hurting any-
thing at this point; the neigh-
borhood needs more middle 
schools,” he said. “But it is cer-
tainly a business.”

A fast-paced business, it 

seems: Brooklyn Urban Char-
ter School co-founder Susan 
Tenner — a former executive 
at Intel — did not have time to 
talk about the school when we 
reached her, noting via e-mail, 
“I have back-to-back meetings 
right now.” 

Co-founder Miriam Nun-
berg, a lawyer — and one of the 
few founders who has worked 
as a teacher — did not respond 
to calls and e-mails.

Department of Education 
officials noted the school’s 
co-location is, by no means, 
a done deal.

“We are in discussion with 
the school to identify what 
their needs are and whether 
we would be able to find them 
an appropriate space,” said 
spokesman Frank Thomas.

the arrests took place at con-
venience stores, newsstands, 
delis, barber shops and other 
business — including nine in 
Bensonhurst, six in Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights, two in Flat-
lands, and six in Williamsburg. 
Police say the  operation was 
one of its finest hours , and that 
the suspects were well aware 
that they were buying pinched 
merchandise.

“They were clearly told the 
items were stolen as the rea-
son for them being offered for 
sale so cheaply,” said NYPD 
spokesman Paul Browne.

But an employee at an 86th 
Street newsstand backs Tes-
ter’s story. The man, who spoke 
on the condition of anonym-
ity, said cops snagged another 
man in front of a nearby store 
under similarly dubious cir-
cumstances.

“[The guy working with po-
lice] never said it was a stolen 
phone, he said that he bought 
it from an Apple store the day 
before, but now he needed the 
money for his wife,” the news-
stand clerk said. 

Tester’s irate father said 

he has hired a lawyer to sue 
the city for making an ille-
gal arrest. 

“[The cops] need to un-
derstand that they can’t do 
this, they should be losing 
their badges,” Robert Tester 
Sr. fumed.

Matthew Galluzzo, Tes-
ter’s layer, said the 19-year-
old would not have broken the 
law if the cops didn’t trick him 
into doing so.

“If a police officer comes 
up and says, ‘I own this thing,’ 
that is not stolen, you don’t 
have a right to arrest that per-
son,” said Galluzzo. “It’s en-
trapment.”

Cops shrugged off Tes-
ter’s claims, but his arrest has 
steamed at least one area pol: 
Councilman Vincent Gentile 
(D–Bay Ridge) immediately 
fired off a letter to Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly demanding 
action.

“Trying to root out mer-
chants who are known dealers 
in stolen electronics is one mat-
ter,” he  wrote  in the letter dated 
Dec. 22. “Luring unsuspect-
ing and otherwise law-abid-
ing teenagers to ‘buy’ goods 
from undercover officers is an-
other matter entirely.”

Continued from page 1
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STING...

tained a very modest lifestyle,” 
Brafman told the Post. “Other 
than his state salary and state 
pension, he has no other as-
sets whatsoever.”

Albany insiders dispute 
this, telling the Post that Kru-
ger has hidden his wealth by 
buying luxury goods — like 
a $200,000 Bentley — and 
putting them in other peo-
ple’s names. Many of these 
so-called assets are owned by 
Michael Turano — Kruger’s 
alleged lover who also pled 
guilty to corruption charges 
last week — and Turano’s 
family, they claim.

Continued from page 1

KRUGER...
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EYESORE... into a research lab and startup 
space by 2016.

A host of elected officials 
including Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz and state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–
Brooklyn Heights) are hailing 
the applied sciences school 
as another way to revitalize 
Downtown.

“Brooklyn is bigger than 
basketball and burgers,” said 
Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D–Fort Greene) — refer-
ring to the ballyhooed open-
ing of Shake Shack and the 
incoming Barclays Center. 
“Now is the time to culti-
vate brains.”

nies including Ford Financial, 
Deutsche Bank and Barclays 
Capital. Many have more ex-
perience in the corporate world 
than with public education. 

It’s one indication they are 
more than simple, community 
do-gooders: They are business-
savvy executives with much 
to gain from rent-free pub-
lic school space, some par-
ents charge.

“We want good, commu-
nity based-public schools — 

A Tee Grows in Brooklyn
Wireless To Go

Brooklyn Eye Works
Congregation Mount Sinai
Fifth Avenue Restaurant

ReBar
Saporita Pizza

Exclusive Caterers
Surplus Frieght

Brooklyn Philharmonia
Park Slope Literacy

Holiday Inn Express
The Kitchen

Wounded Warrior Project
Gopi K. Punukolli, MD

Law Offi ce of Narest Gehi
Martial Arts Academy

Our Lady Of Grace School
Brooklyn Botanic Garden
Gay Men’s Health Crisis

Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims

Happy New Year 
Greetings

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT

I f there was one story that 
captured the imaginations 
and spleens of our readers 

this year, it was the loathed 
and loved Prospect Park West 
bike lane. There was a law-
suit, several mass rallies, and 
even a Sphinx-like, bike-rid-
ing senator who happens to 
be married to the bike lane’s 

biggest opponent. Here’s a 
look back at how the 17-block 
path became the most con-
troversial slab of cement out-
side of the Gaza Strip.

Battle is on!: A well-
connected group of bike 
lane foes — headed by for-
mer Transportation Com-
missioner Iris Weinshall 

and former Sanitation Com-
missioner Norman Steisel — 
 launch a plan in January to 
sue  the city after it removed 
a lane of car traffic to install 
a two-way bike lane. 

Cyclists stick up for their 
embattled bike path, saying 
the well-connected group of 
opponents doesn’t represent 

bike-lovin’ Brooklyn. 
Lane lovers: Hundreds 

of cyclists stage a ride  in 
Park Slope to show support 
 for their beloved bike route 
in April, handing out buttons 
that read, “We ride the lane!” 
Councilman Brad Lander (D-
Park Slope) releases a study 
 that backs that up .

Swear to tell: Lawyers 
subpoena Lander and Khan in 
July to testify in court about 
fudged bike lane data. 

Ride on!: A judge rules in 
August that the bike lane foe’s 
lawsuit is “without merit” — 
and the city wins the mam-
moth case on a minor statue 
of limitations technicality. 

The bike lane stays — for 
now. Lane foes say they in-
tend to file another suit.

Bikelash: In December, 
cyclists slam the city for 
abandoning  a planned bike 
path on Plaza Street West  
that was supposed to link 
up with the Prospect Park 
West lane. 

The year in bike lanes2011
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FREE
LESSON
I N  D E S I G N I N G  F O R  P R I N T

1.Files should be created using CMYK (cyan, 
magenta, yellow, black) not RGB (red, green, blue) 
color mode.
2.Black text should be 0%C, 0%M, 0%Y and 
100%K.
3.Ideally files should be designed using a vector 
based program such as Illustrator or InDesign.
4.Files should be saved as High Quality Print PDF 
files.
5.If the file is designed to bleed (print to the edge) 
than a bleed must be included. So if the finished 
size of the printed piece is to be 4” x 4” then the 
required file size with the bleed is 4.25” x 4.25” with 
all things intended to bleed extending to those 
dimensions and all things not meant to bleed be at 
least a quarter inch away from those edges.

This lesson brought to you by the good people at:

305 Atlantic Ave. Brooklyn (@ Smith St.)      
718.858.0313 Open Monday-Saturday
Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

of Brooklyn

Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

PARK SLOPE 
VETERINARY CENTER

FREE 
HEALTH 
EXAM

for all new 
patients!

Dr. Yvonne Szacki
Dr. Beth Balsam

 
 

 
(at 19th Street)

718-369-PETS
Mon to Fri - 9am to 7pm 

Sat  - 9am to 2pm

We have pets available for adoption!
Got a good home? Give us a call!

New Era Development Group provides a 
vast array of services spanning all facets of 
the construction and design areas of your 
home and/or workplace.
Brownstone renovations, additions, extensions, kitch-
ens, bathrooms, interiors and exterior finish work. 
Fully licensed, bonded and insured.

“The quality, workmanship, and attention to 
detail are outstanding. Best Condo Builders in 
Carroll Gardens”  — Nelson St. Condo Assoc.

Call for estimate: 718-237-4900
www.NewEraDGLLC.com

Lic. #1375981

Need a new 
kitchen?

By Daniel Bush
for The Brooklyn Paper

It’s closing time for the 
New St. Clair Restaurant — 
and mega developer Joe Sitt 
will be the one turning off 
the lights.

Sitt, CEO of Thor Equi-
ties, snapped up the beloved 
Boerum Hill greasy spoon — 
which has ladled out comfort 
food to patrons since Lyn-
don Johnson was president 
in the 1960s — as well as 
the Atlantic Avenue build-
ing it sits in at a foreclosure 
auction last month.

Thor spokesman Stefan 
Friedman confirmed the sale, 
but wouldn’t disclose the price 
tag or comment on the  Wall 
Street Journal’s  account that 
it cost $5.4 million. 

Friedman said the space 
will reopen as a new retail 
facility “as soon as possi-
ble,” although he admit-
ted that they haven’t nailed 
down a commercial tenant 
for the site.

The sale of the four-story 
building at Smith Street, 
which houses the restau-
rant and an adjacent prop-
erty, dealt a blow to patrons 
who thought the New St. Clair 
would stick around after new 
owners spruced-up the space 
in 2008.

“I’ve been coming here 

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

From “Bored to Death” 
to driven to tears.

A few hundred super-fans 
of HBO’s mysteriously can-
celed Brownstone Brook-
lyn ode, “Bored To Death,” 
flocked to the Brooklyn Inn on 
Dec. 21 night after the show’s 
creator Jonathan Ames men-
tioned on Twitter that he and 
one of the stars, John Hodg-
man, would be drowning their 
sorrows.

The cult comedy — which 
featured Jason Schwartzman 
as a struggling Brooklyn 
writer turned ham-handed 
private eye — was abruptly 
canceled on Tuesday after 
three seasons.

Ames expected a few fans 
to show up after his Twitvi-
tation, but the Boerum Hill 
writer didn’t expect the sea 
of young mortals lining up 
on Bergen and Hoyt streets, 
waiting to get into the bar.

“I know it sounds false, 
but it’s hard to imagine actu-
ally having fans,” said Ames. 
“We had a fun time making 
something loony and a little 
carnival-like.

 “It’s not easy being alive 
— you think about things too 

PARK SLOPE BOERUM HILL

It’s closing time
Developer Sitt buys beloved eatery

for years,” said Renee Smith, 
who enjoyed a burger and 
fries there on Wednesday 
and was shocked to learn 
that one of her favorite din-
ing spots was going out of 
business. “I’m going to miss 
this place.”

The New St. Clair build-

ing occupies a choice location 
at the Downtown entrance 
to Brooklyn’s restaurant row 
and contains three additional 
small businesses and four 
apartments that will stay put 
for now, Friedman said.

The reported  $5.4 mil-
lion deal is small potatoes for 

Sitt, who bought the Albee 
Square Mall in 2001 for $25 
million and flipped it seven 
years later for a cool $125 mil-
lion. Sitt also sold prime Co-
ney Island land to the city in 
2009 for  $95.6 million ,

For now, Sitt is roosting 
on his plans for the space, 
although a Thor rendering 
shows that a glitzy boutique 
could be one option. The sale 
is a key investment for Thor 
and a boon to the area’s com-
mercial corridor, Friedman 
explained.

“Developing this marquee 
corner property will expand 
a retail district that is already 
growing along Atlantic Av-
enue,” he said.

Still, many fear that Sitt 
will convert the small-scale 
building into a seven-story 
tower, which current zoning 
rules would allow.

“If he does that it’ll be a 
shame,” said Sandy Balboza, 
a frequent patron and pres-
ident of the Atlantic Ave-
nue Betterment Associa-
tion. “We need places like 
[the diner].”

New St. Clair was opened 
by the Costa family in 1967, 
which ran the place for 40 
years and built up a loyal cus-
tomer base before selling it in 
2007 to Spiro Katehis, owner 
of the Carroll Gardens Clas-
sic Diner. Katehis kept the 
diner’s old name and gave it 
a  trendy makeover , lulling 
regulars into thinking that 
it would serve sausages and 
eggs for years to come.

Katehis was on vacation 
and could not be reached, and 
a manager at the restaurant 
declined to comment. 

Developer Joe Sitt plans to replace The New St. 
Clair Restaurant on Atlantic Avenue at Smith Street 
with upscale stores.
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Fans mourn cancelled ‘Death’
BOERUM HILL

“Bored to Death” cre-
ator Jonathan Ames in-
vited fans to the Brook-
lyn Inn on Wednesday 
night to mourn the can-
cellation of the cult TV 
show. Among the visi-
tors was Brooklyn comic 
John Hodgman (right).
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much,” added the writer, him-
self a cult favorite thanks to 
books including “Wake Up, 
Sir!” and  “The Alcoholic.” 

Ames showed up at about 10 
pm to a standing ovation.

“Everyone gets one drink, 
but I get one first,” he said, 
adding that he had $600 to 
spend.

The show brought together 
Schwartzman, Ted Danson 
and Zach Galifianakis in 
a golden comedic trio that 
fans say got better with age. 
Its scenes were packed with 
the stuff of Brooklyn: back-

drops of Fort Greene, stoners 
and creative types, Park Slope 
lesbians and a stroller mafia. 
A highlight: Schwartzman’s 
character gets in such a bind 
that he ends up hanging, Har-
old Lloyd-style, on the hands 
of the clock atop the Williams-
burgh Savings Bank tower.

Park Slope’s own Hodg-
man, who plays Schwartz-
man’s literary nemesis, 
vowed to make his own fea-
ture film — “a completely 
unlicensed spinoff where me 
and Dick Cavett live in an 
apartment together [in] the 
bank building.”

Hodgman’s spirits could 
not be lifted, even by spir-
its.

“I feel extremely melan-
choly, primarily because I 
don’t feel I’ll have the op-
portunity to work with such 
weirdoes and nice people 
again,” he said. “We shot 
scenes blocks from my house. 
I’m only brilliant blocks from 
my house.”

Bushwick resident Bryan 
Friedman felt betrayed by 
HBO.

“The show was a good 
quaint mystery, and those 
don’t exist anymore,” he said. 
“It was very Brooklyn.”

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A prominent Brooklyn judge — whose multi-million 
dollar estate was looted by court-appointed guardians 
— died at the hands of unlicensed nurses at a sham se-
nior housing facility in Park Slope, a bombshell law-
suit alleges.

John Phillips — the po-
litically ambitious former 
Civil Court Judge who was 
nearly left broke after he was 
 deemed “mentally incompe-
tent”  by the legal system he 
loved so much — suffered se-
rious neglect at Prospect Park 
Residence, an unlicensed “as-
sisted living center,” accord-
ing to a wrongful death suit 
filed this week by Phillips’s 
nephew, Samuel Boykin.

The suit alleges operators 
of the facility — which markets itself as “senior living 
at its elegant best” and overlooks Grand Army Plaza at 
1 Prospect Park West — failed to give the 83-year-old 
Phillips proper treatment for his diabetes, left him shiv-
ering with no heat for days and would not allow visits 
from family members. It also claims operators “commit-
ted fraud” by running the place without a proper health 
department license — all of which “ led to [Phillips’s] in-
jury, suffering and eventual death,” the suit claims. 

“They are running a prison of death,” said lawyer 
John O’Hara, who filed the lawsuit in Kings County 
Supreme Court. “It’s like something from a Dickens 
novel. It’s bad.”

More than three years after Phillips’s death, his nephew 
is seeking $40 million in damages from Prospect Park 
Residence. 

It’s the latest chapter in a  decade long saga  about the 
renowned judge, whose estate was plundered by legal 
guardians while he sat in a Bronx nursing home.

Phillips was a well-known figure in Bedford Stuyve-
sant, and was nicknamed “the kung-fu judge” for his 
martial arts skills. He owned 10 buildings in Brooklyn, 
including The Slave Theater on Fulton Street.

But everything went downhill for Phillips in 2001, 
when a Brooklyn assistant district attorney claimed the 
retired jurist could not care for himself anymore and 
pushed to have a law guardian maintain his affairs.

Critics later raised questions about the attorney’s po-
litical motives — and new guardians took over. A bat-
tle over his estate ensued and Phillips’s fortune shrunk, 
in part, due to unpaid taxes. 

Through the whole ordeal, the rich old fellow sat locked 
in a Bronx nursing home — until friends moved him to 
Prospect Park Residence in 2007. 

At the time, Phillips was happy for the change in 
scenery.

“It feels good. It feels like home,” Phillips  told The 
Brooklyn Paper  on his first day there.

But that feeling didn’t last long, Phillips’s newphew 
claims. The senior’s health declined rapidly — and Phil-
lips  died in the Prospect Park Residence’s elevator   the 
following year. 

Longtime friends never reported anything suspicious 
about Phillips’s death — at least publicly.

Kathy Azbell, a spokeswoman for Prospect Park Resi-
dence would not talk about Boykin’s lawsuit, saying, “In 
these situations, lawyers say not to comment.” 

Attorney Mark Landman, who represents Prospect 
Park Residence, did not respond to several calls and e-
mails seeking comment on Tuesday. 

That doesn’t surprise Boykin, who claims that the se-
nior center has plenty to hide. 

When Phillips came to Prospect Park Residence, em-
ployee’s told Boykin that his uncle’s “diet would be in-
dividualized, monitored and routinely observed” and 
that he would be treated by professionals. Instead, Phil-
lips was cared for by bogus nurses and left to die alone, 
Boykin claims.

“It’s unbelievable,” he said. “This is a dangerous 
place.”

Judge’s kin 
sues assisted 
living center

Phllips in 2007

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Call it “loon hunt, 
2011.”

Bird lovers f locked to 
Prospect Park on Dec. 17 
as part of the Audubon Soci-
ety’s annual Christmas Bird 
Count —and were delighted 
to find some avian remind-
ers that Brooklyn isn’t just 
a home for over two million 
humans. It’s also the bor-
ough of choice for some rare 
birds of flight.

Birders assembled didn’t 
catch a glimpse of their 
beloved loon — but did 
spot over 132 other feath-

ered species, including 
two of the park’s four red-
tailed hawks, over 30 Ca-
nadian geese — proving 
that 2010’s goose gassing, 
thankfully, didn’t take — 
a small white-breasted nut 
hatch, and the rarely spot-
ted green heron.

“When I was younger, 
I thought this was pretty 
geeky,” explained Claire No-
lan, who recently become a 
birder. “Now it’s an exercise 
in paying attention for me 
— if I can spot these birds, 
maybe I can slow down and 
pay attention to other details 
in my own life.”

The Audubon Society’s 
annual count was created by 
conservationists in 1900 as 
a spin-off of a yearly Christ-
mas bird hunt, and was de-
signed as a way to keep 
track of changing bird pop-
ulations.

Now it’s an integral as-
sessment of both the size 
of avian populations and 
the ways flocks deal with 
climate change, says Delta 
Willis, an Audubon Soci-
ety spokeswoman.

The count continues 
through Jan. 3, and natural-
ists are hesitant to release 
numbers for Prospect Park 

Birders join loon hunt
Park’s annual bird count documents 
feathered friends, and climate change

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

FOLLOW US ON

PARK SLOPE

— which they say is home 
to many winged species, as 
well as an important layover 
for those heading south for 
the winter.

Ornithologists did say 
birds counts throughout 
the city were down from 
last year, possibly as a re-
sponse to the warm fall and 

winter we’ve had. Warmer 
temperatures cause birds to 
hang out longer in northern 
areas before migrating, bird-
ers say.

EAGLE EYES: Oshane Miller, 19 and Jordan G., 16, spot some birds as they 
help out with the Audubon Society’s annual Christmas bird count.
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A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience in 
the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations. That reputation has grown due to our 
reliable, honest and affordable service. Honesty means never 

recommending work that is unnecessary and giving you an 
accurate price before we do the work…no hidden fees. At A Good 
Plumber Inc., we believe customer service is about exceeding the 

customer’s expectations before, during, and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose 
“A Good Plumber”?

Free Energy Efficiency 
Services through 
EmPower New YorkSM

For more information about EmPower, 
visit GetEnergySmart.org/empower 
or call 1-800-263-0960.

RESMISC-ad-EmPower 
4/11 

Do you have a limited income and 
are you feeling the pinch? 
Get free energy efficiency services through EmPower 
New York and take control of your energy use. 

High energy costs can strain any household budget, but they are 
a real challenge to families living on a limited income. Poor insulation, 
air leaks, and inefficient lighting and appliances can all add up to 
high energy costs. 

Help is available for you. EmPower New York offers free energy 
efficiency services and education to HEAP eligible low-income 
New Yorkers, including renters. 

A participating contractor, accredited by the Building Performance 
Institute (BPI), will provide energy efficiency measures, such as 
insulation, high efficiency lighting, and upgrades to appliances, 
all at no cost to you. 

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

a Third Street apartment on 
Dec. 16.

The 26-year-old victim left 
her home near Sixth Avenue 
at 10 am, then returned at 3 
pm the next day — giving the 
thief enough time to climb 
through the rear window of 
the building, swipe a $1,200 
MacBook and run away.

Hands off!
A thug snatched a fancy 

cellphone from a woman dur-
ing a Dec. 19 altercation on 
Third Street.

The 49-year-old was 
walking her dog near Pros-
pect Park West at 6:30 pm, 
when a jerk snatched the 
$600 iPhone from her hand 
and ran off.

Busted teen
A 14-year-old crook jacked 

a cellphone from a woman 
on Eighth Avenue on Dec. 21 
— but was arrested within a 
few hours.

The 49-year-old victim 
told cops she was texting 
while walking near Berke-
ley Place at 5:40 pm, when a 
teen jerk snatched her white 
iPhone and ran off.

iSwipe
A jerk stole a fancy cell-

phone from a woman on Car-
roll Street on Dec. 22.

The 53-year-old victim 
was nearing Seventh Ave-
nue at 5:52 pm when the thug 
ran up from behind, snatched 
a white iPhone in a pink case 
from her right hand.

Chrysler, Christ!
A freewheeling fiend stole 

a van left on Whitwell Place 
on Dec. 22.

The 65-year-old owner 
parked her 2004 gray Chrysler 
van in front of her home near 
Carroll Street at 11 am. She 
returned to it the next day 
and discovered her $7,000 
ride had been taken.

Pipe dream
A crook stole some sewer 

pipes on Carroll Street on 
Dec. 24.

A witness spotted a man 
loading the swiped pipes into 
a shopping cart near Nevins 
Street just after midnight — 
then ran off with his $1,600 
haul. 

Bad shift
A thief stole a purse from 

a woman on Fifth Avenue 
on Dec. 22.

The 59-year-old victim 
set her bag on the bar at 
200 Fifth Restaurant, Bar 
and Grill near Berkeley 
Place — where she worked 
— at 2:30 am, then looked 
away for a few minutes. A 
few hours later, she found 
the purse empty — on the 
other side of the bar.

— Natalie O’Neill

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Radio silence
Three armed men robbed 

the Radio Shack on Mon-
tague Street on Dec. 22, 
taking $7,000 worth of elec-
tronics.

The men barreled into 
the store between Hicks 
and Henry streets at 9:40 
pm brandishing two guns 
and a knife.

They forced the clerk into 
the store’s basement, up in 
the store’s basement, then ran 
off with the loot.

Wine swine
A thief broke into a Smith 

Street wine bar on Dec. 21.
The bar’s owner left the 

watering hole between War-
ren and Wyckoff streets at 
1 am. 

When he returned at 8:40 
am, the bar’s front window 
was smashed and $500 was 
missing from the cash reg-
ister.

Oy-phone
A crook swiped an iPhone 

from a woman on Schermer-
horn Street on Dec. 19.

The victim told police she 
was nearing Boerum Place at 
5 pm when the thief grabbed 
the phone from her hand.

Coat caper
Two men stole a bevy 

of expensive coats from a 
Washington Street store on 
Dec. 21.

A clerk at the store be-
tween York and Front streets 
said the crooks walked in at 
4:05 pm, grabbed $3,800-
worth of coats and ran out 
of the boutique.

Bag stolen
A thief grabbed an unat-

Woman robbed — by the pizza guy!
tended bag on Front Street 
on Dec. 20.

The victim left her bag in 
front of a candy store at Pearl 
Place at 7:50 pm. When she 
returned five minutes later, 
the bag — which contained a 
$2,500 laptop, an iPad and a 
cellphone — was gone.

Jewel heist 
A crook broke into a car 

on Fulton Street on Dec. 22, 
stealing $800 in jewelry.

The car’s owner parked her 
vehicle near Bridge Street at 
6:30 pm. When she returned 
at 8 pm, the car was unlocked 
and the jewelry was miss-
ing.

Armed robbery
A gun-toting thug robbed 

a man on Navy Street on 
Dec. 19.

The victim was nearing 
York Street at 8 am when the 
thief approached and said, “I 
have a gun, run your pock-
ets.” The man complied, 
handing over $50.

— Daniel Bush 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Hit man
A bruiser on bike fol-

lowed a woman to her 
home on Downing Street 
and snatched her purse on 
Christmas Day.

The 28-year-old victim 
was near Putnam Avenue 
at 3:05 am when the thug 
wheeled up and asked, “Are 
you alright?”

When she tried to shut her 
front door, the brute pushed 
it open and struck her with 
a metal object. 

He looked to her bag and 
ordered, “Give me that or I’ll 
hit you again!”

The woman gave up her 
pocketbook and the crook 
rode away with her iPhone, 
cards and $120.

Ear flop
A knife-wielding rob-

ber attacked a man on Wil-
loughby Street on Dec. 20 
— slashing his hand and 
chin in a struggle over an 
earring.

The victim was near St. 
Edwards Street at 9:45 pm 
when the middle-aged tough 
demanded, “Give me your 
earring and everything you 
got!”

When the victim grabbed 
onto the blade, the crook 
fled.

Exit wound
An irate man kicked a 

door into an employee of a 

Carlton Avenue bodega on 
Christmas Eve. 

The 50-year-old victim 
was at the deli near Myrtle 
Avenue when the brute be-
gan arguing with him. When 
the shopkeeper tried to leave, 
the perp kicked a side door 
at the counter, whacking it 
into the man and cutting his 
forehead.

Lose the threads
Some jerk stole $15,000 in 

clothes and diamond jewelry 
from a car on Washington 
Avenue on Dec. 23.

The 45-year-old victim 
told cops that she parked near 
Washington Avenue at 2 pm. 
When she returned late that 
night, a window was busted 
open and her duffel bag — 
containing J Crew duds and 
gold and diamond bangles — 
was gone.

Jobs hunting
A marauder snatched an 

iPhone from a teenager on 
DeKalb Avenue on Dec. 23 
— the latest in an out-of-
control spree of Apple mo-
bile thefts.

The 14-year-old victim 
was near Fort Greene Place 
at 3:15 pm when a stranger 
twice his age ordered, “Give 
me whatever you have in 
that pocket! Don’t make a 
sound!”

The victim handed over 
his device and the crook 
fled.

Tech dirt
Some goon scored a Mac-

Book, iPad, Ray-Bans and 
other goodies from St. James 
Place on Dec. 21 while the 
items were left unattended.

The 38-year-old victim 
told cops he left his stuff 
near Fulton Street at 10 pm 
and went into his residence 
to get his car keys. When he 
returned seconds later, his 
grab bag of $3,160 in mer-
chandise was gone.

No question
A thief snatched $1,000 

from an employee of a hos-
pital café on N. Portland Av-
enue on Dec. 22.

The victim told police that 
he was near Park Avenue at 
10:45 am when a crook ap-
proached him and asked, 
“Can I ask you a question?” 
That’s when the pirate yanked 
the bag of cash and ran to-
ward a getaway car.

The worker ran after the 
thief but stopped when his ac-
complice in the vehicle dis-
played a black firearm.

— Kate Briquelet

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope 

Pizza pinch
A knife-wielding thug 

masquerading as a pizza de-
liveryman robbed a woman 
on Seventh Street on Dec. 24 
— but was arrested follow-
ing a bungled getaway

The thief, who was car-
rying pizza boxes, followed 
the 28-year-old woman into 
the lobby of her apartment 
building near Prospect Park 
West at 11 am, then flashed 
a knife and said, “Give me 
all your stuff. I don’t want 
to hurt you.” 

The woman handed over 

an iPhone, black leather 
boots,  $60 — and even her 
earmuffs. The crook scooped 
up the stuff and fled in a sto-
len car, but crashed into a 
taxi after running several 
red lights.

Bad passenger
Police arrested a 24-year-

old they say beat up a taxi 
driver during a Dec. 24 ex-
change on Fourth Avenue.

The 60-year-old cabbie 
was parking his car near 
Eighth Street at 5:10 am when 
the thug asked for a ride. The 
cabbie explained that his shift 
was over, then tried to exit 
the car — but the jerk pushed 
him, screaming, “You have 
to take me home!” 

The thug then punched the 
cabbie in the face, leaving his 
victim with a black eye and 
a mouth full of blood. Cops 
arrested a 24-year-old sus-
pect the same night.

Unlucky 13
A jerk roughed up a man 

at a bar on 13th Street on 
Christmas Day.

The 28-year-old vic-
tim was drinking at Lucky 
13 Saloon near Fifth Ave-
nue at around 1 am, when 
a jerk smashed him in the 
face with a glass cup — leav-
ing him with a gash on his 
forehead.

Computer swipe
A jerk stole a laptop from 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Xmas stabbing
A thug and his five accom-

plices stabbed and robbed a 
32-year-old man on Graham 
Avenue on Dec. 25.

The victim was walking 
near Johnson Avenue at 5:07 
am, when the perps attacked. 
One stabbed the man in his 
torso while the others took 
his wallet. 

Keap it
A gun-toting goon robbed 

a woman inside her Keap 
Street building on Dec. 24.

The victim was entering 
her building near Grand 
Street at 8:25 pm when the 
perp followed her inside and 
said, “Give me your bag!” 

The woman resisted at 
first, but quickly changed 
her mind when the suspect 
flashed his pistol.

Phone pinch
A thief swiped a man’s 

phone as he got onto the 
L-train on Dec. 21 — but 
he didn’t get far with the 
item.

Witnesses said the sus-
pect exited a train that had 
just rumbled into the Mon-
trose Avenue station at 9:50 
pm and grabbed his victim’s 
cellphone.

The victim demanded his 
phone back, but the suspect 
punched him in the face and 
ran off — only to be arrested 
a short time later. 

—Aaron Short

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Call failed
A thief stole an iPhone 

from a woman on Union 
Avenue on Dec. 23.

The victim was nearing 
Metropolitan Avenue at 4 pm 
when the perp grabbed the 
phone out of her hand and 
ran away.

Pizza pilfer
A thief stole $4,000 from La 

Piazzetta restaurant on Gra-
ham Avenue on Dec. 18.

The proprietor told police 
he locked the building up at 
11 pm. When he returned his 
restaurant near Frost Street 
at 10 am the next day, he saw 
the front window was open 
and his safe and ATM were 
emptied.

Rim job
A pinching pit crew 

took the rims and tires off 
an Acura left on Humboldt 
Street on Dec. 18.

The thieves left the lux-
ury car on blocks sometime 
after 9 pm, after the victim 
had parked his vehicle near 
Norman Avenue.

—Aaron Short 
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Stop us if you’ve heard this one before — 
but at the sixth annual 50 First Jokes comedy 
extravaganza event at the Bell House on Jan-
uary 4, the material is so new that chances 
are, you haven’t.

“It’s always 
fun,” said co-
median John 
O’ D o n n e l l , 
who hosts and 
produces the 
event. “It’s a 
fun kick-off 
show for New 
York City com-
edy.”

The show 
features — you 
guessed it — 50 
comedians ea-
ger to test out 
their new ma-
terial, just in 
time for the new 
year. Each fun-
nyman or fun-

nywoman gets two minutes to tickle his or 
her audience with one original, never-before-
heard joke.

“It’s an experiment in joke writing,” said 
co-producer Sachi Ezura. “This is the one 
show where everybody is doing completely 
new material.”

Experimentation is half the fun of this show 
— but it can also be nerve wracking for the 
performers.

“There is definitely some pressure,” said 
O’Donnell. “But there are so many comedi-
ans in New York City, more often than not, 
they do really well.”

The show’s lineup is designed to repre-
sent the full spectrum of New York City per-
formers, including lesser-known up-and-com-
ers, and comedians such as Pat Dixon, whose 
stand-up has been featured on Comedy Cen-
tral; and Jon Friedman, who hosts the “Re-
jection Show,” and writes for the Late Night 
With Jimmy Fallon blog.

The Bell House [149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510] Jan. 4, doors open at 7:30 
pm, show starts at 8 pm. Tickets $12 ($10 in 
advance). For info, visit www.thebellhouse-
ny.com  — Colin Mixson

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

L
egendary comedian Murray 
Hill is hosting a New Year’s 
Eve blowout-bash, with perfor-

mances by some of New York City’s 
best comedians and musicians, not 
to mention three sizzling-hot bur-
lesque acts. Oh, and a monkey.

“The acts in the show, well, 
they’re incredible and jaw-drop-
ping performers,” said Hill. “And 
who knows what these acts will 
do — I never know! And yes, the 
show includes a monkey!”

Hill styles himself as the hard-
est-working middle-aged man in 
show business — a well-earned 
moniker for a guy who works six 
days a week boozing, schmoozing, 
and playing up his rat-pack persona 
past the stroke of midnight. 

“The best thing about perform-
ing in New York City for so long 
is the experience of pounding the 
boards — there’s no better educa-
tion than the dumps, dives, and the-
aters in this city, and I’ve done ‘em 
all,” Hill continued. “New Years 
Eve is the ultimate night to enter-
tain, and you’ve gotta have a well-
oiled host to deliver.”

Knitting Factory [361 Metro-
politan Ave. between Havemeyer 
Street and Marcy Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384-7112] Dec. 
31 at 9:30 pm. $25-$100. For info, 
visit www.knittingfactory.com

Laugh it up!
C O M E DY

Crazy ‘Bunny’
Where is three-year-old Bunny Lake?
Find out on Jan. 5, when the Brick The-

ater in Williamsburg brings the psychological 
thriller “Bunny Lake is Missing,”  to its stage, 
as audience members follow frantic mother 
Blanche Lake 
as she desper-
ately searches 
for her daugh-
ter Bunny, who 
vanished from 
nursery school 
without a trace, 
and whose re-
cords were 
mysteriously 
destroyed just 
before her dis-
appearance. 
Unfortunately, 
the townspeo-
ple are less than 
willing to join 
Lake’s search 
party — be-
cause there is 
no evidence that Bunny Lake ever existed, 
they’re convinced that she doesn’t, and in-
stead, that Blanche has gone insane.

Here’s the kicker: they might be right.
“She’s telling a tale that no one else believes, 
and the more she fights for it, the crazier she 
becomes,” said the play’s co-director Patrice 
Miller. “It’s all over the place for Blanche, 
emotionally. There’s an onslaught of ques-
tions for the audience, just like what Blanche 
is experiencing.”

The gut-wrenching suspense of the stage 
performance is distinctly echoed by the mu-
sic: an original score composed by sound de-
signer Chris Chappell, who draws inspiration 
from classic horror films such as Alfred Hi-
tchock’s famous films “Vertigo” and “Psy-
cho,” as well as the original soundtrack from 
the 1965 cult-classic film adaptation.

If you think you can handle this theatrical 
nail-biter, go find out what happens to Blanche 
and Bunny Lake yourself.

“Bunny Lake is Missing” at the Brick The-
ater [575 Metropolitan Ave. between Union 
Avenue and Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 907-6189], Jan. 5-7 and Jan. 12-14, 8 pm. 
Tickets $18. For info, visit www.bricktheater.
com. — Alfred Ng

T H E AT E R

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

LA PIAZZA PIZZERIA
229 Prospect Park West

(near Windsor Place) Windsor Terrace
718-499-0006

www.lapiazzapizzeria.com

FRIDAYS ARE 
SPERLONGA

DAYS!

Eat In, Take Out, or Free Local Delivery to 
Park Slope & Windsor Terrace

Taste our clams & mussels 
with our homemade linguine

NEW YEAR’S EVE 2012
6th Annual 

Procrastinators
Ball!

FEATURING:

Reservations requested but not required

Restaurant & UnderWater Lounge

66 Water Street in DUMBO
718-625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

Watch LIVE from Times Square on 
our 7 LCD & Jumbotron screens

No cover! No minimum!

CELEBRATE IN DUMBO!

PARIS IS BUMPIN’
Celebrate the new year in style 

— Parisian style, that is — at the 
legendary Floating Kabarette New 
Year’s Eve blowout featuring sexy 
burlesque acts, marching ballads, 
and a dashing decor tailored to 
transport you back in time to histo-
ry’s sauciest party scene — 1920s 
France. The best part? There’s no 
cliche, midnight ball drop at this 
classy cabaret — expect a troupe 
of scantily clad dancers to descend 
on velvet ropes instead.

Galapagos Art Space [16 Main 
St. between Water and Plym-
outh streets in DUMBO, (718) 
222-8500] Dec. 31 at 9:30 pm. 
Tickets $150. For info, visit www.
galapagosartspace.com

TICK-TOCK COUNTDOWN
Consider spending the most ex-

citing night of the year with Deer 
Tick. No, not the gross blood-suck-
ing kind that attaches itself to your 
leg while you hike through tall 
grasses — ewww! No, we live in 

a city, remember? We’re talking 
about Deer Tick the rock band, 
which will charm your pants off 
with its folk-rock wiles, along with 
Dead Confederate, Virgin, and 
J. Rody Walston and the Busi-
ness. 

Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N.11th and N.12th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 

963-3369] Dec. 31, $60. Doors at 
6 pm, show at 8 pm.

PARK SPARKS
This wouldn’t be a New Year’s 

roundup without an obligatory — 
and well-deserved — plug for the 
spectacular fireworks display at 
Grand Army Plaza. Snag a seat 
along Prospect Park West and 

watch the sparks fly — literally 
— over the majestic Soliders and 
Sailors’ Arch.

Grand Army Plaza [Union St. 
between Flatbush Avenue and 
Prospect Park West] Dec. 31, 11 
pm. For info, visit www.nycgov-
parks.org.

POPGUN PARTY
Get funky with electronic con-

ductor Nosaj Thing, who’s headlin-
ing the curators of cool PopGun’s 
New Year’s Eve party. Not only will 
you get an earful of the hottest beats, 
but admission also buys you an hour 
of all-you-can-drink vodka, plus a 
champagne toast at midnight. Stick 
around to catch EL TOPO, Archie 
Pelago, and DJ Ilirjana.

Glasslands Gallery [289 Kent 
Ave. between S. First and S. Sec-
ond streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
599-1450] Dec. 31, 9 pm. Tickets 
$30. For info, visit www.popgun-
booking.com.

NEW BEERS EVE
Dec. 31 is New Beers Eve — or, 

more like Old Beers Eve — at the 
Brooklyn Brewery, which will be 
ringing in the new year by tapping 
two venerable vintages: a keg of 
2004 Black Chocolate Stout and 
a keg of 2007 Monster Ale. Be-
sides the scrumptious brews, meat 

Murray New Year!Murray New Year!
It’s not New Year’s Eve without comedian Murray Hill

A night fit for Kings
Haven’t figured out exactly where you’ll be when that big glittery ball drops and we bid fare-

well to 2011 and ring in 2012, crossing our fingers that the Mayan Calendar is just a sham and 
drowning our residual anxiety in cheap champagne? No problem — check out our roundup 
of all the best New Year’s Eve happenings all across the great County of Kings.
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P
ho

to
 B

y 
M

ar
ya

nn
e 

Ve
nt

ri
ce

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25006  AWP  December 30, 2011–January 5, 2012

OY! HANUKKAH, MERRY KWAN-
ZAA (HAPPY RAMADAN)”: 4 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 30. 

MUSIC, NEW YEAR’S EVE!: Ring 
in 2012 with Sugar Pie DeSanto, 
and Lee Fields and the Expres-
sions. $50. 8:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 
PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: Peruse 

antiques, collectibles, vintage, 
crafts, and furniture. 8 am–6 pm. 
PS 321 [180 Seventh Ave. between 
First and Second streets in Park 
Slope, (917) 991-7807], www.park-
slopefl eamarket.com. 

OTHER
WORKSHOP, NEW YEAR’S EVE 

CELEBRATION: Come in for happy 
hour and toast 2012 with a glass of 
bubbly. Sex Educators will be offer-
ing great ideas to plan a romantic 
evening. Free. 6 pm. Babeland [462 
Bergen St. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 638-
3820], www.babeland.com. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY: Ring in 
the new year with friends at the 
annual gala. Hot buffet, BYOB and 
dj music. RSVP required. $40 ($20 
children 12 and under). 8 pm. St. 
Finbar Msgr. Scanlon Center [Bath 
Ave. at Bay 20th St. in Bath Beach, 
(718) 236-3312]. 

NEW YEARS EVE SPECTACULAR!: 

With DJ Lord Easy, Karaoke Killed 
the Cat. $5. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE: Bring in 2012 with 
a performance by Deer Tick and 
Friends. $60. 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963-3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION: 
Come and enjoy this annual fi re-
work’s display at Grand Army Plaza. 
Free. 11 pm –12:30 am. Grand 
Army Plaza (Union Street between 
Flatbush Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). 

SUN, JAN. 1

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS CAROL, 

OY! HANUKKAH, MERRY KWAN-
ZAA (HAPPY RAMADAN)”: 4 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 30. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 
PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: 8 am–6 

pm. See Saturday, Dec. 31. 

MON, JAN. 2
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 
OPEN REHEARSALS: Brooklyn’s 

Sweet Adelines Barbershop Cho-

FRI, DEC. 30
FIRE SALE: Books up to 40 percent 

off. Free. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

DANCE, “THE NUTCRACKER”: The 
American Ballet Theatre presents 
a Christmas favorite. $25-$120. 2 
pm and 7 pm. BAM Harvey Theater 
[651 Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS CAROL, 
OY! HANUKKAH, MERRY KWAN-
ZAA (HAPPY RAMADAN)”: This 
adaptation of Dickens’ classic with 
an old-world accent features over 
30 puppets and holiday songs in 
Czech, English, Hebrew and Swahili. 
Suitable for children 5 and older. 
$20 ($12 children). 4 and 7 pm. 
Clockwork Puppet Theater [196 
Columbia St. between Sackett and 
DeGraw streets in Red Hook, (212) 
868-4444], www.smarttix.com. 

HEALTH, KIDS KICKING CANCER: 
Martial arts program for children 
with cancer, and a support group 
for parents. Free. 5 pm–6 pm. Mai-
monides Medical Center [4802 10th 
Ave. at 48th Street in Borough Park, 
(718) 765-2678]. 

MUSIC, THE MIGHTY HIGH AND 
THE MARVIN BARNES TIME MA-
CHINE: $7. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY: Ring in 
2012 with a performance by Deer 
Tick and Friends. $45. 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 963-3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, CHARANGA SOLEIL: Free. 
9 pm. BAMCafe [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

SAT, DEC. 31

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, “THE NUTCRACKER”: 2 pm. 

See Friday, Dec. 30. 
THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS CAROL, 

rus welcomes singers of all voice 
ranges. Free. 7:30 pm. Call for loca-
tion, (718) 833-3399. 

TUES, JAN. 3
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 
BEGINNER’S ESL: Students learn 

basic structure and vocabulary and 
communicating in English. Registra-
tion required. Free. 6:15 to 9:15 pm. 
Prospect Park YMCA [357 Ninth St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
768-7100], www.ymcanyc.org. 

OPEN AUDITIONS: Casting has 
begun for the Agatha Christy mys-
tery “The Unexpected Guest”; per-
formances are scheduled for Febru-
ary and March. Bring two copies of 
resume and headshot if possible. 7 
pm–10 pm. St. Patrick’s Auditorium 
[97th St. and Fourth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 482-3173], www.nar-
rowscommunitytheater.com. 

WED, JAN. 4
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 
KICK-OFF WEDNESDAY: The Montague 

Street BID is hosting a family event 
with live entertainment performed by 
the Lucas Dedmon quartet; compli-
mentary hors d’oevres and hot spiced 
apple cider; children get to play chess 
on a giant chess board. Free. 5 pm–8 
pm. St. Ann’s Parish House [157 Mon-
tague St. at Court Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 522-3649], www.mon-
taguebid.com. 

WORKSHOP, TANGO LESSONS: For 
adults and youngsters interested in 
ballroom dancing. No experience 
and no partners necessary. Pre-reg-
istration for youngsters required. 
Free. 6 pm–9 pm. IS 96 [99 Ave. P at 
W. 11th Street in Bensonhurst, (718) 
232-2266], fi aobrooklyn.org. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 pm-9:15 pm. 
See Tuesday, Jan. 3. 

OPEN AUDITIONS: 7 pm–10 pm. See 
Tuesday, Jan. 3. 

THURS, JAN. 5
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 
WORKSHOP, TAX SEMINAR: For 

professionals; CPA’s and tax at-
torneys earn continuing profes-
sional credits; breakfast, lunch and 
materials included. Registration 
required. $125. 9 am–5 pm. Long 
Island University [One University 
Plaza between DeKalb and Flat-
bush avenues in Downtown, (718) 
780-4062]. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 pm-9:15 pm. See 
Tuesday, Jan. 3. 

READING, ANNA DAVID: The author 
of “Falling for Me,” is joined by 

WHERE TO
SUNDAY
January 1

Leftöver 
Crack
No, they’re not lint-
covered leftovers 
from a five day drug 
bender. Leftöver 
Crack is, in fact, a 
politically charged ska 
punk band, whose 
members coalesced 
from the smoldering 
ruins of the ill-fated 
group, Choking Vic-
tim. It should be 
known, the band 
draws its name from 
frontman and vocalist, 
Stza Crack, not from 
any illicit substance.

9 pm. Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe and 
Kent avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 486-
5400]. $15, for info visit 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com

MONDAY
January 2

The cover 
guru
Dan Neustadt may 
lurk in the back-
ground as Keyboard-
ist for the local punk 
ensemble, Northern 
Bells, but he takes 
center-stage every 
Monday, when he 
sits-down to cover a 
seminal rock album 
from start-to-finish. 
For his next cover, 
Neustadt will key-up 
tunes from the Mon-
treal band, Arcade 
Fire’s classic 2004 
breakout album, 
“Funeral.”

9 pm. The Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. between 
Havemeyer Street and 
Marcy Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (347) 529-
6696]. Free, for info, visit 
bk.knittingfactory.com

THURSDAY
January 5

Snowmine 
forecast
It wasn’t exactly a 
white Christmas here 
in Brooklyn, but the 
season is just right 
for the local five-
piece band, Snow-
mine. This local, 
indie pop outfit 
embraces the entire 
musical spectrum, 
from electronic to 
orchestral, with 
frontman Grayson 
Sanders laying down 
truly righteous 
vocals. Joining 
Snowmine are Tele-
textile and Conveyor.

8:30 pm. Glasslands 
Gallery [289 Kent Ave. 
between S. First and S. 
Second streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 599-
1450]. $10, for info visit 
glasslands.blogspot.com.

FRIDAY
January 6

‘Curiosity’ 
karaoke
It turns out that age-
old adage, which 
we’ve been taking for 
granted all these 
years, is a bunch of 
hooey — it was kara-
oke this whole time. 
The infamous Karaoke 
Killed the Cat party 
returns with hosts 
Chris Goldteeth and 
Lord Easy, who have 
taken up the battle 
against the world’s 
cynical and dismissive 
view of amateur sing-
a longs with unbri-
dled, unabashed 
enthusiasm. 

Midnight. Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 638-
4400]. Free, for info visit 
www.unionhallny.com.

SATURDAY
January 7

Expo 
dreams
Sick of dealing with 
haughty, mainstream 
wedding-shop own-
ers? At the Lovesick 
expo, you can shop 
among hip, local 
vendors shilling 
hand-crafted, eco 
friendly wedding 
goods. These aren’t 
your grandma’s wed-
ding dress makers — 
the vendors are 
more likely to wear 
tattoos than dia-
monds.

11 am. Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe and 
Kent avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 486-
5400]. $10 ($6.50 in 
advance), for info visit 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

Community Board 2 Health, 
Environment and Social 
Services Committee, Monthly 
meeting; January 4, 6 pm; 
Brooklyn Hospital, 121 
DeKalb Ave. at St. Felix Street; 
(718) 596-5410; www.nyc.gov/
html/bkncb2. 

CIVIC 
CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, 
e-mail Calendar@cnglocal.com.
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BrooklynPaper.com/Events
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Marco Polo Ristorante
Call for reservations (718) 852-5015
345 Court Street at Union Street
in Carroll Gardens
www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

NEW YEAR’S 
CELEBRATION 2011

December 31, 2011,  8:30 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. 
$125 per person

Hors d’oeuvres served upon arrival

ANTIPASTO

Insalata D’ Aragosta

FIRST COURSE

Papadelle Al Ragu’
Homemade papadelle pasta in a  

SECOND COURSE COMBINATION

Mignonette Al Barolo & Gamberi
 

DESSERT

Tartufi Al Cioccolato

 Featuring a four course 
dinner, live DJ, midnight 

champagne toast and 
all night open bar

2011-2012 SEASON

BrooklynCenterOnline.org or 718-951-4500
Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

2/5 Train to Flatbush Avenue / on-site paid parking available

Brooklyn Center’s Target FamilyFun series is sponsored by:

Sunday, January 8, 2012 at 2pm

All Seats
Only $10

NEW YEAR’S EVE & NEW YEAR’S DAY SPECIAL:

2 LARGE PIES WITH 1 TOPPING
& 2 LITER SODA: $30

with this ad. Expires on Jan. 1, 2012

Organic & 
Vegan Pies 
Available

WHOLE WHEAT & 
GLUTEN-FREE PIES 

AVAILABLE

551 Fourth Ave, Park Slope  (Between 15th & 16th Streets)     

(718) 369-0044    FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

www.johnnyhollywoods.com

Home of the famous Upside Down Pizza
Owner and pizza lover 
Johnny opened Johnny 
Hollywoods in the fall 
of 2011, with a vision 
of creating the best 
pizza around. Johnny 
learned how to make 
pizza with his friend 
Joe, who is a legendary 
pizza chef and owner 
of Pizza Suprema in 
N.Y.C. voted the 10 
best Pizzeria’s in NYC. 
And recently rated a PERFECT SCORE by Arron Rutkoff which was 
published on November 30 2011 by the Wall Street Journal.

of Park Slope

Bee-lieve it!: Catch one of the last performances of “The 
Nutcracker”at BAM before it closes on Dec. 31!
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SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

NOW CELEBRATING OUR 25TH YEAR!

Specialty Cakes by Madison
www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY from 8am–9pm

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

“Take an Asian 
dining ride and 
explore the talents 
of a kitchen that 
serves up cuisine 
with tranquility, fair 
prices and good 
tastes.”  — DAILY NEWS

CHINESE 
CUISINE and 
VEGETARIAN 
NUTRITION

Party orders and catering 
available

15% SENIOR DISCOUNT
every Tuesday night (dine-in only)

162 Montague Street, 1st Fl. Brooklyn Heights

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY MIN

Latin Night
Presents,

Train Information:
For 5th Ave.     &     Train Exit 4th Ave.
&     Train Exit 9th St.   

      

In Park Slope: 392 5th, Ave. 
(Bet. 6th St. & 7th St.)
Brooklyn NY 11215
Infoline: (718) 965-3376

with DJ BRADwith DJ

Every THURSDAY 2012 
From 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.

(21 & Over - No Cover)

Happy Hour: 
Mojitos - Pisco Sour - Wine - Sangria 
$5.00 & Beer $4.00 All Night Long!!

Peruvian Restaurant
COCO ROCO

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Sea Witch [703 Fifth Ave. between 21st and 22nd streets in Park Slope, 
(347) 227-7166]. Open Mon–Fri, 5 pm–4 am; Sat–Sun, noon–4 am.

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t has been a tough year for the 
world’s most theatrical tyrants: 
Hosni Mubarak was deposed, 

Muammar Gaddafi met a humil-
iating end, and Kim Jong Il suc-
cumbed to poor health.

But few of these dictators could 
hold a candle to Shakespeare’s vio-
lently vile Richard III, who will be 
exhumed by Academy Award-win-
ning actor Kevin Spacey at BAM 
beginning on Jan. 10. 

One of the longest plays in Shake-
speare’s canon, the history travails 
the machinations of a handicapped 

outcast whose ruthless ascension 
to the throne mirrors the tyranni-
cal rule of the world’s recently-de-
parted despots. And nobody knows 
— and loves — super-villains quite 
like Spacey.

“With such a remarkable charac-
ter before me, I have a feeling this 
one is going to be a memorable ex-
perience,” Spacey said.

Just think of his re-imagining of 
Richard III as a cross between Spac-
ey’s most notorious characters — 
the deranged and maniacal Keyser 
Soze of “The Usual Suspects,” and 
the perverse and obsessive Lester 
Burnham of “American Beauty” — 
with a sprinkling of the detestable 

CEO he played in the black comedy, 
“Horrible Bosses.”

And Spacey’s director, Sam Men-
des, who directed him in his Oscar-
winning role in “American Beauty,” 
called the play’s titular role one that 
Spacey was “born to play.”

The production is the final install-
ment of “The Bridge Project,” a three-
year transatlantic exchange between 
the Brooklyn institution and Lon-
don’s Old Vic theater, where Spacey 
serves as artistic director.

Richard III at the BAM [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between St. Felix Street 
and Ashland Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100]. Jan. 10-Mar. 4, 
$30-$130. For info, www.bam.org.

The war horse!
Kevin Spacey brings the bard to Brooklyn

Another dictator gets his comeuppance: Oscar-winning 
actor Kevin Spacey will take on Shakespeare’s most villain-
ous monarch, Richard III, at BAM in January.
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By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

D
on’t sleep in on these 
exhibits!

Two Bushwick gal-
leries, Storefront and Norte 
Maar, are reopening on New 
Year’s Day with new shows 
— and they’re both serv-
ing brunch to curb your 
hangover.

Storefront’s Deborah 
Brown, renamed her Wilson 
Avenue space, “Storefront 
Bushwick,” and welcomes 
minimalist abstract painters 
Gary Petersen and Halsey 
Hathaway, whose colorful geo-
metric canvases will grace its 
narrow walls come 2012.

Just up the road on Wyck-
off Avenue, Norte Maar’s Ja-
son Andrew will be hosting 
a new show, “Guilty/ (Not) 
Guilty,” featuring the work 
of artists Francesco Masci, 
Alfred Steiner, Pablo Tauler, 
and Famous Accountants gal-
lery’s Ellen Lechter inside his 
cozy apartment-gallery.

Andrew has been work-
ing with Brown for the past 
two years at Storefront — 
an experience he called “re-
markable” — but said he 
will focus on introducing 
Bushwick’s artists to the art 
world beyond the neighbor-
hood’s borders.

“It is time for me to fo-

cus on promoting artists be-
yond Flushing Avenue and 
the do-it-yourself world that 
has come to define Bush-
wick,” said Andrew. “Our 
artists need and deserve rec-
ognition and discussion, and 
it’s my role to deliver it.”

So pull yourself together 
on Sunday morning and 
head over to Bushwick to 
see some new art — it’s good 
for your headache.

“Gary Petersen and 
Halsey Hathaway: New 
Paintings” at Storefront 
Bushwick. (16 Wilson Ave. 
at Noll Street, in Bushwick). 
Jan. 1. 1 pm. For info, www.
storefrontbk.com.

“Guilty/ (Not) Guilty” at 
Norte Maar. [83 Wyckoff 
Ave. at Suydam Street in 
Bushwick (646) 361-8512] 
Jan. 1. 11 am. For info, 
www.nortemaar.org.

Chew on this!
Bushwick galleries serve brunch

Palm Sunday: Artist Alfred Steiner brings a heavy 
hand to Norte Maar’s new exhibition, which opens 
on New Year’s Day.
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FREE  

with this ad

Antonio’s Pizza
 

(near Carlton Avenue)
Delivery to Park Slope & Prospect Heights

718-398-2300

The BIG CHEESE Of FLATBUSH AVENUE

View our menu / Order online AntoniosBrooklyn.com

Do you know an
exceptional woman?

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2012!
Nominate her as a

25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a cocktail party in 
their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________
Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?
Phone:______________________________________  Email:________________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

84 7th Avenue in Park Slope
Between Union Street and Berkeley Place

718-623-2767
www.farosny.com

Full Bar, Catering and 
Private Party Bookings Available

“So happy we tried Faros!” 
“The service was friendly and accommodating; 

the atmosphere was clean and open; Most of 
all, the food was PHENOMENAL!”

— Yelp reviewer, Dec. 2011

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

C
hristmas may be over, 
but we still have plenty 
of reason to celebrate 

— there’s a wealth of hot-
ter-than-hot restaurants set 
to open in 2012. Our New 
Year’s resolution is to try 
them all — on the paper’s 
dime, of course!

TOP CHEF TAKEOVER
Park Slope is feeding 

ground for Bravo’s Top Chef, 
season 4 alums! Mark Sim-
mons laid the gauntlet down 
first with Kiwiana off of Union 
Street, but Dale Talde (who 
also rocked it in Top Chef: 
All-Stars), has also moved to 
Seventh Avenue. Expect in-
ventive, pan-Asian fare like 
crispy oyster-bacon pad thai 
at this 70 seat spot, co-owned 
by the team behind nearby 
Thistle Hill Tavern.

Projected opening: 
Early January

Talde (369 Seventh Ave. 
at 11th Street in Park Slope).

TOP CHEF TAKE-
OVER, TIMES TWO

 Top Chef season 1 win-

ner, Harold Dieterle finally 
crosses the bridge for his 
first outer-borough venture 
— The Marrow — located 
in Downtown Brooklyn’s up-
coming Hotel 718. Think dry-
aged steaks, bison carpac-
cio, and ostrich schnitzel with 
spaetzle. So meaty!

Projected opening: 
February 16th

The Marrow [231 Duf-
field St. between Wil-
loughby Street and Elm 
Place in Downtown, (855) 
718-1955].

HOT TOMATO
The assured success of 

Saul Bolton’s new rustic Ital-

ian venture, Red Gravy, will 
be, well, just gravy atop his 
already delectable Brooklyn-
centric empire (think Saul in 
Cobble Hill, The Vanderbilt 
in Prospect Heights, and the 
Nitehawk Cinema in Wil-
liamsburg).

Projected opening: 
April

Red Gravy (151 Atlantic 
Ave. near Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights).

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE
You takes your chances 

when you trek to Vinegar 
Hill House with dinner par-
ties under four (or of any size on 
weekends) — there aren’t a ton 
of places to pass the time dur-
ing your inevitable hour plus 
wait for a table. That’s why the 
March opening of Hillside, a 
casual VHH offshoot, is so ea-
gerly anticipated — ordering 
up a few light bites, a beer or a 
glass of wine is highly prefer-
able to pounding the pavement 
while you wait for your chance 
at chef Brian Leth’s lauded red 
wattle country chop. 

Projected opening: 
March

Hillside [70 Hudson Ave. 
at Water Street in Vinegar 
Hill, call Vinegar Hill House 
at (718) 522-1018].

Brooklyn’s worst dad

Serving it up: Come 
March, you can wet your 
whistle at Vinegar Hill’s 
new Hillside, an offshoot 
of the famed Vinegar Hill 
House (pictured here).

authors Beth Griffenhagen 
and Rachel Kramer Bussell, 
authors of “All the Single 
Ladies.” Free. 7 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-11222], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

FRI, JAN. 6
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 

30. 

SAT, JAN. 7

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, LAYARD THOMP-

SON AND REBECCA 
PATEK: Suggested do-
nation. 5 pm. Center for 
Performance Research 

JANUARY 15th 2012 
10 AM - 6 PM

NUARY 15th 2012
AM - 6 PM

We Do!

You’re invited!
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[361 Manhattan Ave. be-
tween Jackson and Withers 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 349-1210], www.
cprnyc.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 

30. 
PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: 

8 am–6 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 31. 

OTHER
GRAND OPENING: The Cen-

ter for African and Diaspora 
Dance is hosting an open 
house. Free. 9 am–5 pm. 
Cumbe [558 Fulton St. at 
Flatbush Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 935-9700]. 

CITIZENSHIP PREP: For im-
migrants planning on ap-
plying for US citizenship. 
Registration required. 
Free. 10:30 am–1:30 pm 
and 1:30–4:30 pm. Pros-
pect Park YMCA [357 Ninth 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-7100], 
www.ymcanyc.org. 

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

C
omedian Doug Moe’s stage may 
be the Upright Citizens Brigade 
Theatre in Manhattan — but 

the heart of his one-man show is all 
Brooklyn. 

“Doug Moe is a Bad Dad” is based 
on his parental anxieties in Wind-
sor Terrace and Park Slope, but it’s 
also about trying to stay cool — even 
while belting out “A Ram Sam Sam” 
at a children’s sing-along. 

Moe checked in with reporter Kate 
Briquelet and talked about how act-
ing like a “jackass” is key to win-
ning kids over.

Kate Briquelet: So, Doug Moe, 
what makes you a “Bad Dad”?

Doug Moe: Dads are thrust into 
this weird world. They don’t really 
know what they’re doing, but they’re 
supposed to seem like they do. 

When my daughter was a little 
younger, we’d go to music classes 
in Windsor Terrace — one of those 
things where you’re singing really 
dumb songs and thinking, “What 
am I doing?”

If I half-ass it, do I seem cool? Am 
I ruining the future of my child? I’m 
trying to be enthusiastically partici-
patory, but I’m also still self-aware. 
The show is all about that — the anx-
iety about being a bad dad.

KB: The sing-along anxiety makes 
it into your show. How did you get 
through it?

DM: In real life, it’s much better 
to make a jackass out of yourself. 
You can’t really look cool waving a 
scarf around and singing, “Guli guli,” 
so you may as well try to have fun. 
Also, after you have a child, you’re 
not cool. It’s all over. Cool stopped 

happening as soon as you put on the 
Baby Björn.

KB: How can dads cope with their 
new, totally uncool status?

DM: You can spend some time 
in a coffee shop like you used to… 
except with a kid. 

I recommend Brooklyn Commune 
on Greenwood Avenue and Steeple-
chase in Kensington. You do things 
in the summer, like going to Cele-
brate Brooklyn. My friend and I saw 

Sonic Youth last year and brought our 
kids. You become the person that the 
childless people tell, “I can’t believe 
you have a kid here.” If you play it 
right, the kids become worldly.

KB: What does your five-year-old, 
Phoebe, think about your show?

DM: She hasn’t seen it. It’s not for 
kids. But she insisted on putting my 
postcard in her folder and she pro-
moted it to her kindergarten class. 
Some of the parents did come, so 

that was nice of her.
KB: What improv techniques are 

useful when you’re a bad dad?
DM: A major one is “Yes, And.” 

You agree to what’s been established 
and you add more information. It’s 
how a scene becomes a scene. For 
instance, “This bakery is really 
slow today.” We know we’re in a 
bakery and this person’s opinion is 
that it’s slow. 

There’s a spirit of agreement. 
When you have a kid, they have lots of 
stuff they want to do and weird opin-
ions. Use your “Yes, And” attitude. 
You’re much better off if you can tap 
into your kid’s kooky theory.

This also goes back to making 
a jackass out of yourself. I recently 
met my friend’s 4-year-old daughter 
and we were walking by a scrawny 
black dog. To win her over, I said, 
“Oh my god, look at that bear!” She 
corrected me. Kids like to lord over 
you with their knowledge.

KB: The people are clamoring 
for your show to come to Brook-
lyn. When will it happen?

DM: I’ve gotten a lot of requests 
from parents, but I’ve got to milk 
the Upright Citizens Brigade The-
ater as much as I can. You know, 
when I first moved to Brooklyn in 
’96, I told a cabbie, “I’m going to 
Fifth Avenue and 11th Street.” He 
said, “That’s not Brooklyn, that’s 
Manhattan. I’m from Canarsie. Park 
Slope, Brooklyn Heights — that’s 
Manhattan.” But I’d like to think: 
Aren’t we all one city?

If you want to trek out to Gaphat-
tan, “Doug Moe is a Bad Dad” plays 
at the Upright Citizens Brigade The-
atre. For information, visit http://
newyork.ucbtheatre.com and www.
dougmoe.net.

Food gossip ’12

Windsor Terrace funnyman is one bad dad — onstage

Growing pains: Comedian Doug Moe’s new show is all about 
being a bad dad in Windsor Terrace‚ — and trying to stay cool 
by going to Brooklyn Commune on Greenwood Avenue with his 
daughter Phoebe, 5.
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maniacs Brooklyn Cured will provide 
a top-notch buffet-style dinner for the 
boozy party.

Brooklyn Brewery [79 N. 11th St. 
between Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 486-7422] 
Dec. 31, 8 pm. Tickets $110 ($100 in 
advance). For info, visit www.brooklyn-
brewery.com.

FAROS FIESTA
Forget weddings — have yourself a big, 

fat Greek New Year’s Eve! Enjoy an au-
thentic, top-notch, four-course Greek din-

ner along with a choice wine selection.
Faros [84 Seventh Ave. between 

Berkely Place and Union Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 623-2767] Dec. 31, seating 
starts at 9:30 pm. $65. For info, visit 
www.farosny.com.

EAT, DRINK, EAT, DRINK AND 
BE MERRY

It’s all-you-can-everything at this 
New Years Eve bash! There’s an all-
you-can-eat dinner buffet, an all-you-
can-eat dessert buffet, and, best of all, 
six hours of call liquor open bar (try 
not to drink yourself silly before the 
clock strikes 12). 

reBar [147 Front St. between Jay 
Street and Pearl Place in Downtown, 
(718) 766-9110] Dec. 31, starting at 9 

pm. Tickets $99. For info, visit www 
rebarnyc.com

ON THE WATER
Want to grab a bite to eat, slug down 

a few drinks, and cozy up close enough 
to the Brooklyn Bridge to catch the fire-
works? Check out the Water Street Res-
taurant, nestled in the belly of DUMBO 
and just a few blocks from the bridge. 
The best part? Start your night off 
with Water Street’s midnight cham-
pagne toast — and keep the party go-
ing until bar closes at 4 am.

Waterstreet Restaurant [66 Water 
St. near Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 625-9352] Dec. 31, opens at 11 
am. For info, visit www.waterstreetres-
taurant.com

NEW YEAR...
Continued from page 5

Go see author Anna Da-
vid read from her latest 
book, “Falling For Me,” 
on Jan. 5 at WORD in 
Greenpoint.
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2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

The Brooklyn Fencing Center opened in Carroll 
Gardens, Brooklyn, in January 2003. We are 

proud to be Brooklyn’s first competitive 
fencing club, and our mission is to make 

the excitement and joy of fencing more 
accessible to Brooklynites of all ages!

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

FENCING CENTER
BROOKLYN 62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)

(718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

FENCE COMPETITIVELY 
OR JUST FOR FUN!

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SURPRISE LAKE CAMP
FUN & FRIENDSHIPS SINCE 1902

MEMORIES
that last a lifetime

Join us for our 110th Anniversary

www.surpriselake.org

$1,000 Savings  
for first-time campers
Scholarships available 

based on need

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Small classes 
with individual 
attention in a cozy, 

professional, and 
nurturing environment

Classes in singing and vocal 
technique, theater, musical 
theater, and beginning and 
advanced-beginning guitar

Corinne Goodman, Director

718-965-3150
www.brooklynplayers.com

Winter Performing 
Arts Classes

January 3 - March 22, 2012
REGISTER NOW!

Brooklyn Players, celebrating our 10th anniversary, runs 
performing arts classes in Park Slope for first graders 

through adults during the school year

NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and 
where New York parents find help,

 info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and 

ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. 

Log-in, enter & find out.

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Downtown, Brownstone 
Brooklyn and Bay Ridge. Each 
print edition delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, plus our 
original columnists, cartoonists 
and the world’s best Cyclones 
coverage in a convenient 
package. It’s one-stop shopping 
with excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, 
no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers 
our neighborhoods 
with the intensity of 
BrooklynPaper.com. The 
award-winning site is 
updated several times 
every day, offering fresh 

news, arts and features — faster, better and deeper 
than any other online publication. Visit it several times 
a day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER
and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”
“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zorn
Grand Army Plaza’s food 

truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron Short
Southern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron Short

New York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex Rush
Most bikinis only charge 

the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru Coryne
The walls are closing in on 

Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 
whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ng
A beloved stuffed animal lost by 

a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’Neill
The whole country may 

have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeod
Verizon broke the law — and 

the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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This year, my younger 
daughter’s 14th birth-
day is the day after 

Christmas. Obviously, her 
13 other birthdays have also 
been the day after Christmas, 
so each year she faces the same 
emotional burden of this unfor-
tunate timing. I understand her 
dilemma, wanting her birth-

day to be special, to feel cele-
brated and honored, but the oc-
casion often gets lost or diluted 
in the larger holiday cocktail 
surrounding her day. 

So how do I help her face 
this annual disappointment 
while still making it clear 
that there are things in life you 
just can’t change? Through my 

adult eyes, the answer seems 
clear, she just has to get over 
it, learn to accept the immu-
table facts. But if I try say-
ing this, well, it never helps 
the situation, instead bring-
ing on tears and accusations 
that I don’t care or don’t un-
derstand. This is my dilemma, 
I want to do something to help 

Hey, kid, get over it!
ease her regret but 
I’ve finally real-
ized there’s no 
way I can make 
her accept this 
reality of life — 
whether we call 
it Boxing Day, or 
Dec. 26, her birth-

a couple of weeks before or 
after. 

But logic has nothing to do 
with this. She’s convinced she 
often gets short shrift on pres-
ents, receiving combined birth-
day/Christmas packages from 
aunts and uncles, rather than 
separate gifts. She receives an 
entire year’s offerings within a 
week, then 357 days of nothing. 
More importantly, she never 
gets that hoped-for moment 
in the emotional spotlight on 
HER day. I thought this would 
get easier with age and per-
spective. Not so much.

We all have things about 
ourselves and our lives that 
we don’t like. My wife is 
short. I’m short AND bald. 
Some people hate their noses, 
others their towns. Kids, es-
pecially, have little control 
over the big issues in their 
lives. But teaching accep-
tance feels impossible. I 
want to believe as a parent 
I can teach my kids any life 
lesson. In reality, there are 

day is never going to move 
somewhere else on the cal-
endar.

Oh, I’ve tried different strat-
egies. When she was little, we 
would have her parties before 
or after school vacation just to 
get friends through the door. 
Let’s face it, a birthday cele-
bration the day after Santa’s 
visit is as exciting as having 
a fruitcake with candles on it. 
We didn’t go overboard, but I 
suspect we put more into those 
parties than we did for her sis-
ter, who has an easy and prac-
tical March birthday. 

We’ve used the vacation to 
go on special birthday trips but 
no matter where we are, she’s 
stuck with a small crowd, a 
fancy dessert with lots of 
whipped cream and a slice 
of cake with a candle on it.

I’ve suggested that my girl 
gets a good deal, though she 
doesn’t see it that way. She 
receives an attentive family 
observance each Dec. 26 and 
ANOTHER party with friends 

things they have to learn for 
themselves.

Acceptance is one of those 
things, something that hope-
fully comes with age. With a 
birthday in the midst of the 
holiday season, I can encour-
age my daughter to be grate-
ful for what she has and what 
she receives. She is lucky to 
garner presents at all, fortu-
nate for parties and blessed to 
have people around who love 
her and gladly sing happy 
birthday, even if it is two 
weeks late. If she can just 
set aside the disappointment 
over things not being the way 
she wants them, it’s a won-
derful life. But I can’t do this 
for her. As clear as the situa-
tion seems to me, I am pow-
erless to make her see things 
in a different way. As much 
as I want her to get over her 
sadness and move on, she’s 
going to have to figure this 
out for herself.

So this year, as I put to-
gether her birthday cele-
brations — the small fam-
ily one and the bigger one 
for friends — I’m going to 
listen to her complaints, ac-
knowledge her feelings, set 
aside my need to act and in-
tervene and let her emotions 
run their course. If she’s able 
to appreciate having friends 
and family to share the oc-
casion with and feel a lit-
tle less burdened by the un-
changeable facts of her life, 
that would be the best birth-
day gift of all.
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218 MYRTLE AVENUE, BROOKLYN
347-382-8082 or 347-382-8083 • www.redapplenyc.com

Hours: Monday–Saturday 7am-10pm • Sunday 7am-9pm

RED APPLE ALSO FEATURES
ALL AT EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!

Chock Full O’Nuts Cafe • ATM Machine • Delivery • Lotto
Senior Citizen Discount* • Bonus Savings Card* • EBT • WIC Coming Soon

*See Store For Details

Ethnic • Organic • Sugar Free • All Natural • Gluten Free • ShopRite Label

WE HAVE A FULL LINE OF MEAT, PRODUCE, DELI, DAIRY
FROZEN & BAKERY AS WELL AS GROCERY ITEMS INCLUDING

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2012!
OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY

GRAND OPENING GOING ON NOW!

CHECK OUT THESE GREAT SPECIALS Prices
Effective

12/30/11-1/5/12

See Store
For Hours

Pepsi
Soda
$199

12 oz. Cans

ShopRite
Sour Cream

$119
16 oz.

Poland Spring
Water

3/$2 33.8 oz.

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

Simply Orange
Orange Juice

2/$5 59 oz.

Tyson
Chicken Wing

Sections
$799

Pkg.

Friendly’s
Ice Cream
$299

48 oz.

Fresh

Pork
Spare Ribs

$199
lb.

McCadam
Cheddar Cheese

Bars
$199

8 oz.

Jumbo

Snow Crab
Legs
$699

lb.

4 LB.
BAG

6 PACK

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

Grade A

Whole
Chickens

99¢
lb.

Paseo
Bath Tissue

2/$3 3-PLY
4 PACK

ShopRite
American Cheese or

Store Baked Ham
$399

lb.

Golden Ripe

Bananas
49¢

lb.

Imported
6 oz.. Container

Blackberries

3/$3

Southern

Collard
Greens

2 $1L
B
S


