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By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

The force is no longer with 
him.

Self-proclaimed Jedi Master 
Flynn Michael is searching the 
galaxy far and wide for his sto-

len lightsaber — and you, Brook-
lyn Paper readers, may be his 
only hope.

The Bedford-Stuyvesant en-
gineer was at a Myrtle Avenue 
bar last fall when a thief snatched 
what Obi-Wan Kenobi once de-

scribed as “an elegant weapon 
for a more civilized age” — a 
$400 custom sword Michael used 
to teach young Jedi honor and 
self-esteem.

“Who steals somebody’s light-

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Vandals scribbled KISS makeup 
on beloved statues of the Virgin 
Mary and baby Jesus at Williams-
burg’s Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel Church, outraging parishioners 
who have revered the sculptures 
for more than 60 years. 

Maintenance workers at the 
Havemeyer Street house of wor-
ship called police last week  when 
they realized someone had marked 

up the statues to resemble the masks 
worn by KISS members Gene Sim-
mons and Paul Stanley.

“It’s a terrible thing for anyone to 
do,” said Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
parishioner Ann Caponegro. “Those 
statues aren’t bothering anybody. 
It’s our religion. How we feel about 
them is our business. No one should 
deface them in any way.”

The vandals also knocked over 
a different statue and scrawled 

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Don’t call him a cold 
criminal.

A thief made off with 
four “tree sweaters” knit 
by a Park Slope artist who 
had fashioned the outfits 
for arbors to “make the 
dullest, coldest months 
feel warmer.”

The sweater-snatching 
rascal swiped the hand-
made garments from a 
strip of leaf less trees 
on 16th Street, leaving 
them embarrassingly na-
ked and prompting an all-
out yarnhunt.

“We have searched 
the immediate neighbor-

hood in case they were 
dumped somewhere,” 
said Laurie Russell, 
who spent months con-
ceiving and crafting the 
street art. “We have put 
up signs.”

The crook removed 
the colorful, cylindrical 
garments — which re-
semble sweaters for giant 
wiener dogs — around 3 
pm on Sunday between 
Sixth and Seventh ave-
nues, Russell said.

Russell, a 58-year-old 
painter, first hung the 
grandma-goes-graffiti 
art four years ago, add-
ing new pieces in orange, 

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

Borough President Markowitz wants 
the city to plunk down $2 million to 
outfit Coney Island’s historic Parachute 
Jump with enough lights to make it vis-
ible from orbit, but amusement ride en-

thusiasts say he should put the money 
into something more important — up-
dating and reopening the 73-year-old 
neighborhood icon.

“For a few million dollars I could 
have hired some engineers and gotten 
the thing up and running,” said Walter 

Reiss, an amusement industry expert 
and former theme park operator said 
this week, just days after Markowitz 
said he wanted to turn the Parachute 
Jump into one of the most expensive 
light fixtures in history.

“We’ll relight the Parachute Jump 

By Kate Briquelet and 
Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Behold Brooklyn’s liquid 
gold!

It costs more than three ounces 
of silver, a barrel of oil or a cup 
of the finest caviar — but not 
a single Brooklynite has tasted 
what’s likely the borough’s most 
expensive drink.

No customer has ever ordered 
a glass of Char No. 4’s $100-per-
ounce bourbon, a little-known and 
extremely rare 24-year-old liquor 
with complex butterscotch notes 

called Martin Mills.
“It’s probably the richest and 

most memorable bourbon I’ve ever 
had,” said Char No. 4 co-owner 
Michael Tsoumpas, a whiskey 
collector who donated that bot-
tle and several others to the high-
end meatery on Smith and Baltic 
streets. “I’d be shocked if it’s in a 
bar anywhere else in the world.”

Tsoumpas last sipped the fa-
bled firewater six years ago on a 
mountainside before The Brook-
lyn Paper put it to the test this 
week, with a single ice cube, in 
the name of journalism.

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A love-obsessed singer-songwriter 
lifts her lyrics straight from the “ Missed 
Connections ” section of Craigslist, us-
ing the stories of lovelorn Brooklyn sub-
way riders as fodder for her strange-
but-romantic ditties.

Tara O’Grady — a swing and pop 
performer whose Irish immigrant par-
ents landed in Park Slope half a cen-

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

An award-winning chef 
famous for his Thai chicken 
wings will open a hotly an-
ticipated eatery on Columbia 
Street — and it could be a sign 
the quiet waterfront neighbor-
hood is ready to emerge as the 
borough’s next dining desti-
nation.

Food wizard Andy Ricker, 
who last year won a James 
Beard Award (essentially the 
Oscars of cooking), will turn a 
storefront near Kane Street into 
the East Coast outpost of Pok 
Pok, a beloved Portland eatery 
that serves authentic northern 
Thai street grub.

This ‘Star Wars’ superfan’s lightsaber 
is gone and you may be his only hope

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

The toxic sludge that makes 
the Gowanus Canal an environ-
mental nightmare would be the 
foundation for a new park just 
blocks from the fetid waterway, 
under a federal proposal.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency is considering burying 
some of the sludge dredged from 
the canal during the Superfund 

cleanup in new landfills at the 
Fourth Street Basin in Gowanus 
and the Columbia Street Grain 
Elevator in Red Hook — two 
sites just a stone’s throw away 
from the foul-smelling inlet — 

SLUDGE PARKS
Canal’s toxic underbelly could become playground

Sludge from the Gowanus 
Canal could help fill in the 
Fourth Street Basin.
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then topping the muck with soil 
to create permanent man-made 
open space.

The EPA has built similar so-
called confined disposal facili-
ties to store treated waste at other 
toxic sites, including one at the 
Waukegan Harbor off Lake Mich-
igan in Illinois that was converted 
into a grassy park space as part 
of a government cleanup funded 

Cleaning the
Gowanus

Help this Jedi
An evil thief snatched Jedi Master Flynn Michael’s $400 custom lightsaber. Good thing 
his faithful Padawans, Tyler Welsek and Rich Zack, have his back for now.
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Bad KISSer
Vandal draws makeup design 
on W’burg church sculptures

A vandal painted what looks like a KISS mask on a statue of 
the Blessed Mother and baby Jesus at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel on Tuesday night.
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Thrillseekers: Bring back the jump

Coney Island’s Parachute Jump 
went dark last summer.
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n Could Coney’s biggest lamppost be a ride again? with enough bling so it can be seen 
from outer space,” Markowitz prom-
ised during his annual State of the Bor-
ough address on Feb. 1. 

The Economic Development Corpo-
ration, the quasi-city agency in charge of 
funding the project, is backing Markow-
itz’s play, and is poised to seek bids from 
companies interested in installing lights 

on the dark and defunct — but land-
marked — 262-foot tower next month, 
agency spokesman Kyle Sklerov said.

“We are pleased to be working with 
the borough president to bring addi-
tional lighting to the parachute jump,” 
Sklerov said.

But illuminating the Parachute Jump is 

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s version of cupid uses 
e-mails instead of arrows.

Luke DuBois, a digital-media wiz 
at NYU-Poly, has  created a web site  
that tries to reunite the lonely hearts 
using Craigslist’s “Missed Connec-
tions” personals by matching descrip-
tive words from their ads.

“What if, in our idle moments, the 

Singer scans 
Craigslist for 
love stories 

Prof’s web 
site links 
lost lovers

LOVE RIDES THE L TRAIN: Tara 
O’Grady sings about Craigs-
list “missed connections” on 
Brooklyn subway trains.
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NYU-Poly prof Luke DuBois 
has created a special web 
site to reunite the lonely 
hearts.
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Treechery
Arbor sweaters stolen

Someone stole this 
South Slope “tree 
sweater.”
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$100 a sip
Brooklyn’s most exclusive — 
and expensive — beverage

Michael Tsoumpas, co-
owner of Char No. 4 in 
Cobble Hill, shows off 
what’s probably the oldest 
— and priciest — bourbon 
in Brooklyn.
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Foodies on the waterfront
Is Columbia Street about to become the new Smith Street?

Ricker — whom the New 
York Times called the “ ambas-
sador for Thai food in the United 
States ”— said he chose the hood 
after months of research for three 
reasons: rent is reasonable, it’s near 
the water, and it’s on the brink of 
something big.

“I like being in areas that are 
underdeveloped or up-and-com-
ing and the Columbia Waterfront 
certainly fits that profile,” he said. 
“[It] is special for a lot of rea-
sons.”

Food critics, restaurateurs and 
civic leaders have long whispered 
about the street’s chances of be-
coming a new “restaurant row.” 
And Columbia Street is certainly 

James Beard Award–winning chef Andy Ricker (left) is com-
ing to Columbia Street. Anthony Capone (right), owner of 
Alma, wants it to become a major dining destination
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Greenwood Heights res-
idents want to reduce the 
speed limit on Sixth Av-

enue, beginning their own push 
for a “slow zone” after protest-
ing a similar traffic safety plan 
in Park Slope that emerged with-
out their input.

Civic leaders are trying to cut 
the speed limit from 30 to 20 miles 
per hour between the Prospect 
Expressway and 24th Street to 
make the street safer for pedes-

trians and to prevent frequent car 
crashes. But before they call on 
the city to take action, they want 
the support of neighboring com-
munities.

“We don’t want this to be a 
‘NIMBY’ thing; there are definite 
speed concerns all over the area,” 
said Aaron Brashear of Concerned 
Citizens of Greenwood Heights, 

Neighborhood calls for 20 mph limit after protesting Slope’s ‘slow zone’
B
T

N

Greenwood Heights wants lower speeds
who is planning on joining forces 
with Park Slopers, South Slop-
ers, Windsor Terrarians, Sunset 
Parkers and all other residents of 
Community Board 7 to “look at 
the issue holistically” at a Feb. 28 
transportation meeting.
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See SLUDGE  on page 2

See KISS  on page 9See JEDI  on page 9

See JUMP  on page 2

See TREE  on page 9
See MISSED  on page 9See LOVE  on page 9

See BOURBON  on page 9 See COLUMBIA  on page 9

See SPEED  on page 9

Missed  connections
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SWEETS FOR YOUR SWEETHEART...
Wishing Everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day!

ORDER YOUR HEART-SHAPED CAKES & COOKIES

SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

Specialty Cakes by Madison
www.CousinJohnsBakery.com
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by polluters, said the EPA’s 
Gowanus Canal Superfund 
project manager Christos 
Tsiamis.

Workers would retrieve 
filthy sediment from the 
least-contaminated sec-
tions of the canal, treat the 
gunk to remove pollutants, 
and place the sludge in sealed 
containers roughly eight to 
15 feet underground, Tsia-
mis said.

These steps will ensure 
sediment scraped from the 
bottom of the canal, which 
contains cancer-causing 
chemicals, will not pose 
health risks, feds claim.

“[By then] it’s not toxic 
to the touch,” Tsiamis said. 
“It’s not a dump for toxic ma-
terials.”

 The EPA is also studying 
six other ways  to get rid of 
the sludge, which is loaded 
with heavy metals, chemi-
cals, and coal tar from plants 
that operated on the banks of 
the Gowanus for more than 
a century.

Cleaning up the gunk 
is just one part of the pro-
posed $500-million Super-

becoming a pricey endeavor: 
the $2 million Markowitz 
has earmarked will bring 
the lighting bill to a stag-
gering $3.4 million.

In 2006, the city tapped 
designer Leri Schwend-
inger to install a $1.4 mil-
lion lighting system con-
sisting of 17 lamps and 150 
lighting fixtures that kept the 
ride illuminated on summer 
nights. 

Two years later, Markow-
itz convinced Mayor 
Bloomberg and the Coun-
cil to set aside an additional 
$2 million to  redo the light-
ing system more to his lik-

ing , after complaining that it 
wasn’t bright enough to suit 
the People’s Playground.

That money hasn’t been 
spent, but the city has  ex-
tinguished Schwendinger’s 
light display  — except for 
several blinking red lights 
— to make way for the over-
haul.

Last Wednesday, Markow-
itz promised to spend the 
funds to make Brooklyn’s 
Eiffel Tower shine before he 
steps down next year.

“I know that this will be 
done before I leave office,” 
said Markowitz, who will be 
term-limited out in 2013.

Coney Island residents 

said a more pimped-out ride 
would be in keeping with the 
neighborhood’s character.

“Coney Island is not the 
place for subtlety,” said 
Dick Zigun, the man behind 
Sideshows by the Seashore. 
“Marty’s right to want some-
thing flashier.”

But others have long-ar-
gued the money would be 
better spent on other proj-
ects, such as fixing the di-
lapidated Boardwalk.

The parachute jump was 
built for the 1939 World’s Fair 
and relocated to Coney Is-
land two years later. Visitors 
plummeted for 15 seconds 
from the top of the tower to 
the ground below. 

The tower closed in 1965, 
and was declared a city land-
mark in 1988.

Continued from page 1

JUMP...

fund cleanup — and turn-
ing the sludge into Brooklyn 
landfill is likely cheaper than 
transporting it to an out-of-
state treatment plant or dump, 
Tsiamis said.

Compassionate conserva-
tionists in Gowanus said they 
could live with the sludge 

parks — if the waste is dis-
posed of properly.

“There’s a social injus-
tice in putting our waste in 
another community,” said 
Andy Simon, the president 
of the Gowanus Canal Con-
servancy. “We’re not opposed 
to [storing it locally] if the 
EPA can store it safely.”

Marlene Donnelly, a mem-
ber of Friends and Residents of 
Greater Gowanus, says the pu-

trid sediment shouldn’t stray 
far from its home.

“To take our waste and 
dump it in someone else’s 
backyard is not a good thing,” 
said Donnelly. “It’s the pollu-
tion that made Brooklyn. We 
should live with the result.

The EPA is set to announce 
a final cleanup plan for the ca-
nal later this year, four years 
before its Superfund cleanup 
is scheduled to begin.

Continued from page 1

SLUDGE...

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

The owners of a 96-year-old sporting 
goods store directly across the street 
from the nearly finished home of the 
Brooklyn Nets are cashing out — put-
ting their building up for sale in what 
speculators say is the beginning of a 
real estate gold rush sparked by the 
opening of the new arena.

Triangle Sports owner Henry Rosa 
said he and his partner, William Sha-
piro — whose grandparents opened 
the shop as an Army surplus outfit in 
1916 — made the decision to sell af-
ter the offers started trickling in over 
the summer from businesses eager to 
get in on the action near the soon-to-
be-completed Barclays Center.

“Because of the arena, the value has 
gone up quite a bit,” said Rosa, who 
hinted that the building could garner 
millions of dollars. “We’ve gotten so-
licited by a lot of people making of-
fers and I thought I could be here an-
other 100 years and never make what 
I’d get for it now.”

The triangle-shaped building has al-
ready gotten the attention of McDon-
ald’s, which eyed the lot bounded by 
Flatbush Avenue, Fifth Avenue, and 
Dean Street, a spokesperson from the 
burger purveyors said.

Triangle Sports to close
Their lot next to Barclays Center could net big bucks

The 96-year-old Triangle Sports 
on Flatbush Avenue sits oppo-
site the Barclays Center.
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Triangle’s agent, TerraCRG, has been 
using the fact that the building sits steps 
from the entrance of the Barclays Cen-
ter — where the Nets are scheduled to 
take the court this fall after concerts 
by  rap mogul Jay-Z  — as one of its 
selling points.

“The Barclays Center will add expo-
nentially to this demand, causing rents 
in the already scarce available retail 

space to surge based on proximity to 
the stadium,” the firm wrote in a glossy 
pamphlet marketing the property.

Experts say the streets around the be-
hemoth arena could experience a signifi-
cant shift with the addition of thousands 
of sports fans passing through for the 
Nets home games. That makes a prop-
erty like Triangle Sports a no-brainer 
for would-be investors, said broker and 
real estate expert Chris Havens.

“It’s worth an awful lot,” said Ha-
vens. “It will make a great bar or res-
taurant space.”

Some arena neighbors have fought 
against new pubs in the neighborhood 
that they believe are targeting Nets fans, 
 disparaging a nine-month-old sports 
bar on Pacific Street  and badgering the 
proprietor of another planned sports 
bar until he  opened a “farm-to-table” 
restaurant  more in line with the kinds 
of eateries common in Park Slope.
Rosa says that he is holding out for just 
the right offer before he begins “play-
ing golf everyday” — but he says he’s 
not letting just anybody take over the 
building.

“I’m going to be selective who we 
give it to,” said Rosa, who lives in Brook-
lyn Heights. “I’m not just going to go 
to the highest bidder — I’m cognizant 
of the ramifications.”
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Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

SUMNER HOTEL
Less than a block away from Flushing Avenue Stop of Subway (J, Z, M)  Next to WoodHull Hospital
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PARK SLOPE 
VETERINARY CENTER

Dr. Yvonne Szacki
Dr. Beth Balsam

 
 

 
(at 19th Street)

718-369-PETS
Mon to Fri - 9am to 7pm 

Sat  - 9am to 2pm

We have 
pets 

available 
for 

adoption!
Got a 

good home? 
Give us a call!

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s starving art-
ists won’t have to look far to 
fill their appetites.

3rd Ward will receive a 
$1.5-million grant from Bor-
ough President Markowitz 
to train and nurture the bor-
ough’s culinary talents, ex-
panding the Bushwick art 
space’s do-it-yourself em-
pire into the kitchen.

“This incubator will pro-
vide culinary entrepreneurs 
with the tools, equipment, and 
workspace that they would 
otherwise not be able to af-
ford,” said Markowitz, who 
pledged to fund a culinary 
hub last year and announced 
that the city’s Economic De-
velopment Corporation had 
chosen 3rd Ward as the recipi-
ent at his State of the Borough 
Address at Brooklyn College 
on Wednesday night.

The so-called “culinary 
incubator” will open in a 
neighborhood with high lev-

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops temporarily shut 
down a troubled Green-
point club on Feb. 2, warn-
ing the dance hall next door 
to their precinct to clean up 
its act or face even stiffer 
sanctions.

Deputy Inspector Terence 
Hurson, the commanding of-
ficer of  the 94th Precinct, said 
he got a court order to close 
Club Europa on Manhattan 
Avenue because of several  vio-
lent incidents  including a fight 
among patrons that turned into 
a brawl with officers.

“It’s not just one incident, 
this is basically a restraining 
order,” said Hurson. “This has 
been in the works for a long 
time — we have had prob-
lems with underage drink-
ing, numerous larcenies and 
assaults on patrons.”

Michael Siwiec, the owner 
of the nightclub known for its 
DJ-driven dance parties and 
Polish programming, nego-
tiated an agreement with the 
city on Monday that will al-
low him to reopen on Friday 
if he adds security cameras 
and hires licensed security 
guards, cops said.

But if Club Europa vio-
lates the court agreement, po-
lice say it will be even easier 
to shut the venue down.

“If or when problems start 
happening again I will con-
tact NYPD legal to take ac-
tion,” said Hurson.

A Europa manager prom-
ised the club will only be 
closed for one week and de-
clined to comment further.

Community Board 1 pub-
lic safety committee co-
chairman Mieszko Kalita 
was surprised because the 
group received no complaints 
about the venue.

BAY RIDGE BUSHWICK

What’s cooking?
3rd Ward gets $1.5 million to open 
kitchen for food industry start-ups

said the funding will go to-
ward acquiring a new build-
ing for the kitchen separate 
from its Morgan Avenue 
flagship. The new space 
will host cooking classes at 
all levels and feature a com-
mercial kitchen decked out 
with professional equip-
ment that will allow entre-
preneurial cooks to develop 
their own food products for 
Brooklyn’s discerning mar-
ketplace, she said.

The popular multi-disci-
plinary arts and education 
center is best known for host-
ing drawing, woodworking, 
and metalworking classes, art 
exhibits and craft fairs over 
the past five years. But it’s not 
the first time 3rd Ward has 
put on its chef’s whites.

The organization put to-
gether  pig roasts , ran a  high-
end food truck in a reclaimed 
trailer  on Lorimer Street, and 
is planning to  add a cafe to 
its Morgan Avenue building  
and a restaurant in its new 

Philadelphia outpost.
But the incubator is 3rd 

Ward’s biggest step into 
Brooklyn’s booming food in-
dustry — and the art space’s 
neighbors say this could be 
great for the borough (and 
that’s not just because they’ll 
be close to all that food).

Leah Archibald, director 
of the East Williamsburg Val-
ley Industrial Development 
Corporation, thinks the com-
munal kitchen could whip up 
new jobs.

“3rd Ward has been a 
hive of activity for all sorts 
of small creative businesses,” 
said Archibald. “It’s the next 
logical step to create a hive of 
activity for food production, 
which is a growing subsec-
tor in manufacturing.”

And there could be more 
food incubators to follow.

Williamsburg’s Moore 
Street Market, which received 
federal and city  funding for a 
new public plaza , is planning 
on adding a $300,000 com-
mercial kitchen with 24-hour 
access and culinary training 
programs for food start-up 
businesses.

And Marketshare, a group 
that arose after the Green-
point Food Market closed 
in 2010 because  many of its 
vendors lacked food-han-
dling permits , also wants 
to open a North Brooklyn 
commercial kitchen.

3rd Ward — known 
mainly for its art pro-
gramming and less so 
for its pig roasts (pic-
tured) — is cooking up 
something new.
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els of unemployment, such as 
Bushwick, Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, or East New York, ac-
cording to Crain’s, which 
 broke the story .

A 3rd Ward spokeswoman 

Europa gets sanctioned
Cops temporarily close Greenpoint club

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

Lawmakers are resurrecting a panned proposal to 
turn Third Avenue between 81st and 89th streets into 
an open summertime plaza for shoppers — and mer-
chants who once vehemently opposed the plan now say 
it could be a commercial boost.

Organizers say their new and improved “Summer Stroll” 
would close the avenue to traffic on four Fridays in July 
and August, giving pedestrians free reign to window shop, 
sample food and drinks from local restaurants, and hear 
live music at three makeshift stages from 6 –11 pm — a 
prospect they say would attract more shoppers. 

“It will benefit the entire community and showcase 
Bay Ridge as a creative and culturally vibrant area,” 
said Councilman Vincent Gentile (D–Bay Ridge), who 
is backing the project along with state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) and the Merchants of Third Avenue, a 
civic group for local businesses.

The new stroll is a lot smaller in scale than the one shop-
keepers blasted last year: the Merchants of Third Avenue 
initially wanted to close the avenue to vehicular traffic be-
tween 82nd and 92nd streets on  nine Fridays in July and 
August . But that plan didn’t sit well with store owners who 
feared the temporary malls would be noisy and chaotic, 
prevent deliveries, encroach on parking spaces along the 
side streets, and drive away regular customers. 

“This plan will just cheapen the neighborhood,” 
Damien Christopher, the chef at Hom near 88th Street, 
told us last year.

But Hom and many others are singing a different tune 
now that organizers have reserved parking spaces for 
shoppers at the municipal lot on 85th Street and Fifth 
Avenue, and promised that the sale of alcohol would be 
limited to restaurants with liquor licenses. 

“We have a better plan in place,” said Bina Valen-
zano, owner of BookMark Shoppe between 84th and 
85th streets.

Community Board 10 is expected to vote on the plan 
at a meeting later this month.

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Veteran Rep. Ed Towns (D–
Fort Greene) raised almost a 
quarter of a million dollars 
in the last three months of 
2011 —  building an impres-
sive war chest  that proves that 
the 76-year-old lawmaker isn’t 
retiring and will fight for his 
job.

Towns pulled in $233,472 
after boasting a  bank account 
of just $11,240  last fall — a 
figure so low that some po-
litical observers thought the 
longtime legislator would hang 
up his hat and let state Assem-
blyman Hakeem Jeffries (D–

Fort Greene) and Councilman 
Charles Barron (D–Canarsie) 
duke it out for his seat.

Towns still has $162,407 to 
spend, but he lags behind Jef-
fries, who has  $235,962 left 
to spend , making him one of 
just two congressional chal-
lengers nationwide to have 
more cash on hand than the 
incumbent.

Barron, an underdog can-
didate who ran  a close race 
against Towns in 2006 de-
spite being outspent ,  has only 
$15,860 on hand .

Towns’ people say he’s just 
getting started.

“The Congressman is com-
mitted to running, he’s going 

Pedestrian plaza may 
be coming this summer

Charles Otey and Bina Valenzano say closing an 
eight-block stretch of Third Avenue in Bay Ridge 
on four nights this summer will bring in business.
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Ridge ready 
to ‘stroll’

Towns’s haul
Rep. raises cash, quick

FORT GREENE

to raise the money, and we ex-
pect to do better than we did the 
last quarter,” said Towns cam-
paign spokesman Al Wiltshire. 
“We are aggressively raising 
money , we will raise whatever 
it takes.”

But Towns’ biggest rival 
says he’s looking for money 
in all the wrong places.

A Jeffries spokeswoman 

called out Towns for collect-
ing $112,228 more from po-
litical action committees than 
from individual donors.

So far, Towns has raised 
$226,441 from individuals 
and $338,669 from lobbying 
committees.

The Jeffries campaign is 
quick to point out that Towns 
has netted about $132,000 from 
telecommunications compa-
nies since 2007, and last year 
sponsored a bill that would 
make it easier for telemar-
keters to call people on their 
cellphones. The bill died in 
Congress.

Jeffries has not refused 
cash from lobbying commit-
tees, but has only brought in 
$1,700 from five groups since 
he started raising money. Two 
of the groups were pushing for 
medical marijuana reform.

Towns said that Jeffries’s 
charges amount to “negative 
campaigning.”

Rep. Ed Towns
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GREENPOINTDOWNTOWN

A motorist ran a red on Feb. 6, struck another vehicle and crashed into 
the Boulevard East condos on Boerum Place, according to a witness. 
Both drivers were hospitalized with minor injuries.
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Crash on Boerum Pl.
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A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience in 
the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations. That reputation has grown due to our 
reliable, honest and affordable service. Honesty means never 

recommending work that is unnecessary and giving you an 
accurate price before we do the work…no hidden fees. At A Good 
Plumber Inc., we believe customer service is about exceeding the 

customer’s expectations before, during, and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose 
“A Good Plumber”?

By Camille Sperrazza
The right lighting makes all the 

difference in the world. 
Lighting is key to defining your 

home. It helps create the atmo-
sphere. It can bring about a feel-
ing of warmth and comfort, or, it 
can be stark and cold.

You can fill your home with ex-
pensive pieces of furniture and art-
work, but if the lighting doesn’t work, 
what’s inside the home won’t be ap-
preciated. 

If you’re not sure how to put your 
home in the best possible light, ask 
the experts at La Luz.

This high-end, retail lighting 
store in Red Hook carries chande-
liers, fixtures, lamps, shades, wall 
sconces, and more. 

La Luz carries numerous light 
fixtures, by various manufacturers, 
so it has something suitable for ev-
ery room in the house, and for ev-
ery budget.  

La Luz also carries exterior and 

landscaping lighting and can pro-
vide parts for fixtures, such as bal-
lasts. 

La Luz is not just about the daz-
zling light fixtures and other pieces. 
It’s about the insight the folks at the 
store can provide, including owner 
Janet Rios, who has more than 18 
years’ experience in the lighting 
business.

The in-depth consultation is all 
part of the outstanding service you 
can expect to find here, in contrast 
to the big box stores that don’t have 
the same expertise. 

La Luz can help you with light-
ing layout and design in your house, 
apartment or business. In addition, 
they offer lighting consultations at 
your location.

The business works with a number 
of architects and designers through-
out the city and the Hamptons. The 
company is also certified with the 
city as a Minority Women Busi-
ness Enterprise. 

If you are looking for an elegant, 
contemporary, traditional or shabby-
chic look, La Luz can help.

When you’re ready to light up 
your life, visit La Luz.

La Luz [179 Richards St. between 
Wolcott and Dikeman streets in 
Red Hook, (718) 909-3391] Open 
Mondays through Fridays, 10 am – 
6 pm, and Saturdays, 11 am – 4 pm. 
For more, visit www.laluzinc.com. 
“Like” them on Facebook.

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  —  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

La Luz can make your 
home a brighter place

Photos by Paul Martinka
Owner Janet Rios has 18 years experience in the business, and 
can help you choose the best lighting design for your home.

The staff at La Luz has the expe-
rience and knowledge to help 
you choose the right piece that 
will make your home shine.

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

8 MONTH MEMBERSHIP FEE IS PAID IN FULL IN ADVANCE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP TERM (FROM THE DATE OF JOINING THROUGH 10/31/2012). THIS INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER IS FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY. PHOTO ID REQUIRED. NOT ALL FACILITIES AT ALL LOCATIONS.

DON'T MISS 

A GREAT DEAL:
MEMBERSHIP AT
 EASTERN ATHLETIC
FOR ONLY 

 $90/MONTH!
      + $0 INITIATION FEE

OFFER EXPIRES 2/29/2012

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

A thug beat up a strap-
hanger on Seventh Avenue 
on Feb. 5.

The victim told cops 
that he was inside the Sev-
enth Avenue F train station 
near Ninth Street at 6:45 am 
when a long-haired man ran 
up to him. The man punched 
the unlucky commuter in the 
head and grabbed his $800 
gold necklace — which was 
adorned with Jesus Christ’s 
face — before fleeing the sta-
tion.

Black bag
A creep snatched a bag 

of cash from a meat deliv-
ery guy on Ninth Street on 
Jan. 30.

A worker from Los Pri-
mos Meat Market told cops 
that he delivered cuts to a 
Latin restaurant near Fifth 
Avenue at 2 pm and collected 
$5,000, which he put in a 
black bag. He then went to 
climb into his delivery truck 
— but a man ran up from be-
hind, threatened him with a 
gun and snatched the bag.

Bad taste
A thief stole thousands of 

bucks from a wine shop on 
Seventh Avenue on Jan. 30.

The owner of Slope Cel-
lars near 15th Street told cops 

that two men busted the lock 
on the front door at 5 am, then 
stole a safe full of $6,000 — 
but took no vino.

Quick ... stop!
A jerk snatched a wallet 

from a car at a gas station on 
Third Avenue on Jan. 31.

The victim told cops that 
he pulled into a Citgo station 
near Butler Street at 1:20 pm 
and set his leather wallet in 
the back of the car while he 
pumped gas. 

He then waked into the 
station’s shop, came back 
to his car 10 minutes later 
— and discovered his wal-
let was gone.

— Natalie O’Neill

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Diamond heist
A crook stole a man’s 

$4,000 ring inside of the 
Family Court building on 
Jay Street on Jan. 26. 

The victim said he left the 
diamond ring in a bathroom 
inside the building near Tech 
Place at 2:30 pm. When he 
went returned one hour later, 
the ring was missing.

Macy’s malice
A thief stole a wallet 

from a shopper at Macy’s 
on Feb. 2. 

The victim told police that 
she left the wallet near the 
register at the Fulton Street 
department store at 12:30 
pm. When she returned for it 
15 minutes later, the wallet 
was no longer there.

iPhone swiped
A crook stole a man’s iP-

hone at the Court Street sub-
way station on Jan. 30. 

The victim said he was 
riding a Bay Ridge-bound 
R train at 7:40 pm when the 
thief grabbed his cellphone 
and hopped off the train.

— Daniel Bush

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Cash envelope
A thief stole cash from a 

business on Dikeman Street 
on Jan. 19.

The crook entered the 
building near Ferris Street 
through an unlocked window 
sometime after 5:30 pm, tak-
ing an envelope containing 
$4,800 out of the building’s 
financial office, according 
to cops.

Knife mug
A knife-wielding jerk 

robbed a woman on Court 
Street on Jan. 23.

The victim told police she 
was between Nelson and Lu-
quer streets at 6:10 pm when 
a woman approached her 
from behind. 

“Give me the phone, or 
I’ll cut you,” she barked 
while displaying a silver 
knife, cops said. She then 
took the victim’s $50 Black-
berry and fled.

Pharm attack
A woman was arrested 

after allegedly attacking a 
teller and stealing toiletries 
from a pharmacy on Court 

Street on Jan. 25.
Police said the woman 

entered the drug store be-
tween First and Second 
places around 1:45 pm and 
went to leave the store with 
about $80 worth of sham-
poos, lotions and other 
bathroom products, with-
out paying. 

That’s when a store clerk 
tried to stop her, but she re-
sponded by allegedly attack-
ing and punching him before 
fleeing, he claimed. 

Cops say they arrested a 
woman who fit the suspect’s 
description.

— Colin Mixson

77TH PRECINCT
Prospect Heights

Free massage
A stressed-out crook 

treated himself to a massage 
at a Vanderbilt Avenue par-
lor on Jan. 31 — and didn’t 
pay the tab.

A witness told cops that 
the thief received a full body 
massage at Shanghai Stress 
Free between Prospect and 
Park places at 7 pm, before 
leaving without settling the 
$85 tab.

Be car-ful
A crafty crook stole a car 

parked on St. Marks Avenue 
on Jan. 30.

The victim told cops that 
he parked his 2005 Mazda 
sedan between Underhill and 
Washington avenues at 5 pm 
on Jan. 30. When he returned 
the next day at 3 pm, he dis-
covered it was gone.

Soda popped
Two thieves broke into the 

basement of a bar on Van-
derbilt Avenue on Feb. 4, 
said cops.

The duo allegedly entered 
Soda Bar, near St. Marks Av-
enue, at 9:35 pm, and left with 
$150 and a camera. Police 
said they arrested two sus-
pects.

— Eli Rosenberg

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Apple picking
A heartless marauder 

threw a woman to the ground 
and nabbed her iPhone on 
DeKalb Avenue on Feb. 5.

The victim told cops that 
she was near Hudson Avenue 
at 6:30 am when the brute 
yelled, “Get the f–k down!” 
and knocked her over.

The suspect then yanked 
her mobile and headphones 
and fled.

Gang of four
A band of teens mugged 

a man on the Nevins Street 
subway platform for his iP-
hone on Jan. 30.

The victim told cops that 
he had just exited a Brooklyn-
bound 4 train at 8:25 pm when 
the crew surrounded him. 
One of the perps grabbed his 
neck while another yanked 
his mobile.

The young crooks hopped 
on another train and fled.

Calling collect
A backstabbing pal swiped 

a man’s cellphones and cash 
as he dozed in his apartment 
on Washington Avenue on 
Feb. 1.

The victim told police that 
he invited his friend to his 
digs near Lafayette Avenue 
at 10 pm. 

When he woke up, his iP-
hone, Android mobile, and 
$300 were gone.

Cashed out
A petty pickpocket lifted 

$3,700 from a woman at Daf-
fy’s in the Atlantic Center 
Mall on Feb. 3.

The Russian victim told 
police through a translator 
that she entered the women’s 
chain near Flatbush Avenue 
at about 2 pm. An hour later, 
she realized her cash, wallet, 
and cards were gone.

She said she had just with-
drawn money from a bank 
and forgot to zip her bag shut 
before she shopped.

String along
A burglar nabbed a wom-

an’s $30,000 guitar from her 
Lafayette Avenue apart-
ment.

The victim told cops that 
she kept the instrument in the 
basement of her home near 
Clermont Avenue and last 
saw it in fall of 2009.

Her first floor tenants, 
construction men, and ex 
husband have previously 
had access to the residence, 
she said.

— Kate Briquelet

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Snapp-ed!
A spazz smashed a wom-

an’s hand with a Snapple bot-
tle at a 13th Avenue store on 
Feb. 2.

The victim told cops that 
she got in an argument with 
another customer at the shop 
between 68th Street and Bay 
Ridge Avenue at 3:27 pm. 
Her attacker grabbed a glass 
Snapple bottle and hit her 
right hand, cutting her, the 
victim said.

Pocket picked
A crafty pickpocket 

swiped $50 from a woman 
shopping at an Eighth Ave-
nue store on Feb. 3.

The victim told cops that 
she was perusing the aisles at 
the store between 63rd and 
64th streets at 10 am when 
she noticed her wallet was 
missing from her purse.

Headphone jack
Violent punks robbed a 

teen for his headphones in-
side a Gelston Avenue apart-
ment building on Feb 3.

The victim told cops that 
a dangerous duo approached 
him at 3:45 pm inside the 
building between 93rd and 
94th streets and demanded 
his headphones. 

One goon punched him in 
the face while trying to pull 
the ’phones off his head.

— Dan MacLeod

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Frosty robbery
Two vicious robbers stole 

$300 from a cab driver on 
Frost Street on Feb. 5.

The driver told police that 
he was sleeping in his car 
that was parked near Union 
Avenue at 5:40 am when the 
perps entered the back seat of 
his vehicle. One put a knife 
to the victim’s neck and de-
manded the cash.

The driver got out of 
the car and fought with the 
thieves, during which time 
one thug punched him in the 
face while the other took the 
cash out of his pocket before 
both fled.

Lock box
A thief stole $26,635 worth 

of construction tools from a 
Clay Street site.

The foreman closed and 
locked the site near McGuin-
ness Boulevard at 2 pm on Jan. 
29, but when he returned at 9 
am the next day, he saw the 

chains and locks were cut and 
the lock boxes were stolen.

TV fan
Cops arrested a thief who 

they said tried to steal a TV 
from a Manhattan Avenue 
apartment on Feb. 3.

A witness told police that 
the would-be robber broke 
into the apartment near 
Clay Street at 3:58 pm. Of-
ficials said responding of-
ficers found the man laying 
on the bed inside the apart-
ment. — Aaron Short

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Pool stabbing
A knife-wielding thug 

stabbed a man in his left 
hand and belly outside a 
Grand Street pool hall on 
Feb. 4.

The victim was playing 
pool at the hall near Roebling 
Street at 3:30 am when he 
saw his friends having a dis-
pute with the hoodlum on the 
street. So he ran outside to 
break up the fight, but the 
thug pulled out a knife and 
stabbed him once in his left 
hand and twice in the belly, 
and then ran away.

Golf outing
Five thugs repeatedly struck 

a man with golf clubs at S. 
Third Street on Feb. 4.

The man was on Hooper 
Street at 3:30 am when the 
group approached him. One 
shouted, “Get him!” then 
they all started striking the 
man’s face and body with 
the clubs. 

They fled a few minutes 
later.

Botched mug
Police arrested a resident 

of a Maujer Street building 
who they say tried to rob a 
delivery man inside the build-
ing on Feb. 4.

The victim was making 
the delivery to the man’s 
apartment near Graham Av-
enue at 10:40 am when the 
man allegedly pulled the de-
livery man into the doorway 
of his apartment, pointed a 
silver gun in his face, and 
said, “Give me the f--- money, 
mother----.”

The delivery man told cops 
he refused the man’s demands. 
That’s when he allegedly fol-
lowed the victim outside the 
building and said, “Give me 
the money or I’ll kill you,” 
but the victim again refused 
and called the police.

Cops say they arrested a 
suspect shortly after. 

 — Aaron Short

It’s a sin: Thug steals man’s Jesus chain
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Royally hot
She’s a burlesque star and a Nigerian prin-

cess! 
Princess Pat — a.k.a. musician and bur-

lesque performer Patience Mukoro — will 
bear (almost) all in name of love and harmony 
in Sideshows by the Seashore’s second an-

nual Valentine’s Day 
For Lovers and Los-
ers party on Feb. 14 
in Coney Island.

Mukoro, a Lagos na-
tive who was born into 
a royal family but left 
her homeland for the 
People’s Playground in 
the mid-1990s, said the 
Adam and Eve-themed 
bash featuring music, 

magic and dance was designed for longtime 
couples and lonely singles alike.

“If you’re lonely on Valentine’s Day you’re 
probably looking to meet someone,” said Mu-
koro, who’s married to Coney Island’s unoffi-
cial mayor Dick Zigun, the man behind Side-
shows by the Seashore. “Maybe people will 
find their life partner at the party. You never 
know.”

Princess Pat presents “Valentine’s Day 
For Lovers and Losers” at Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island, (718-372-5159]. Feb. 14, 8 pm. 
Tickets, $15 for singles, $10 for couples. For 
more info, visit www.coneyisland.com http://
www.coneyisland.com. — Daniel Bush

B U R L E S Q U E

This Valentine’s Day, don’t wait until the 
end of the night to take your clothes off.

Hundreds of nearly naked Brooklynites will in-
dulge in all the steamy pleasures of a Russian bath 
house — plus pierogis, Russian fare and an open 
vodka bar — at Brook-
lyn Banya’s annual Val-
entine’s Day bash.

“The banya [party] 
… is aimed at funky 
artsy offbeat creative 
types,” in their 20s and 
30s, said organizer Lar-
isa Fuchs . 

Elaborate get-ups 
are optional at this 
dress-down party — 
but props are heavily 
encouraged.

“Funky hats, sunglasses, robes, beach wear 
… our crowd knows how to dress up even if 
they’re not wearing much!” said Fuchs.

The sauna-ready Hungry March Band will pro-
vide the evening’s raucous soundtrack as revelers 
indulge in the spa’s various steam rooms; hot, cold, 
and eucalyptus-infused baths; massages; and, of 
course, steaming hot pierogis ‘til 2 am.

Valentine’s Day at the Brooklyn Banya [602 
Coney Island Ave. between Beverly Road and 
Avenue C, (718) 853-1300] Feb. 14, 7 pm. Tick-
ets $35 and up, 21+. For info, visit www.gemi-
niandscorpio.com. — Eli Rosenberg

By Sarah Zorn
for The Brooklyn Paper

C
andle light. Romantic poems. Your 
significant other doing the dishes for 
once in his or her life. All these go 

a long way in fanning the flames of pas-
sion on Valentines Day — but nothing 
stirs the soul (and body) quite as effec-
tively as a bar of 72-percent chocolate, a 
glass of red wine, and maybe an avocado 
thrown in for good measure.

That’s because they’ve long been con-
sidered to be natural aphrodisiacs — foods 
that induce sexual desire — increasing 
serotonin levels and boosting blood flow 
while tasting devastatingly delicious, all 
at the same time.

Want to get some real bang for your buck 
this Valentine’s Day (pun intended)? The 
aphrodisiac-loving dishes at these great 
area restaurants will definitely double your 
pleasure — and double your fun.

RED WINE
The Owl’s Head: Nothing 

gets the juices flowing like a 
perfect glass of red wine, and 
the sultry vinos served at Bay 
Ridge newcomer The Owl’s 
Head will get any night started 
off right. “Like the love be-
tween two people, each different 
wine has received a very partic-
ular treatment before it reaches 
the table,” said owner John Avelluto. 
“It’s upon pulling the cork that we 
get to share in a complex romance 
within the bottle and, now, with the 
person we clink our glasses with.” Ex-
tra credit in the romance department 
if you pair your soft and velvety glass 

Let’s get wet
P O O L  PA R T Y

Meta memoir
This funnyman’s memoir isn’t about being 

funny … it’s about writing a memoir.
Brooklyn comedy titan Michael Showal-

ter, who is the brains behind “Wet Hot Amer-
ican Summer” and television shows such as 

“The State,” and “Mi-
chael and Michael Have 
Issues,” will celebrate 
the paperback release 
“Mr. Funnypants,” 
on Feb. 16 at Word in 
Greenpoint, where he’ll 
read selections from his 
meta-memoir.

“I set out to write 
my own  heartbreak-

ing work of genius  and in my writers block, I 
started writing about my attempts to write that 
book rather than write the book,” he said.

In the book, Showalter grapples with the 
“crushing reality” that he doesn’t have any-
thing to write about — and the realization that 
“if you’re going to write a book, you should 
read books too,” he said.

Showalter, who teaches screen writing at 
New York University, is taking a crack at his 
second book now.

“It will be more straight-forward memoir 
and less meta-memoir,” he said.

Michael Showalter at Word [126 Frank-
lin St. between Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint (718) 383-0096] Feb. 16 at 7 
pm. — Dan MacLeod

R E A D I N G

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

LA PIAZZA PIZZERIA
229 Prospect Park West

(near Windsor Place) Windsor Terrace
718-499-0006

www.lapiazzapizzeria.com

Midnight Madness
in Windsor Terrace

Eat In, Take Out, or Free Local Delivery to 
Park Slope & Windsor Terrace

UP LATE?  
Head over to La Piazza Pizzeria each Friday 

night for the Midnight Madness deal

All slices are $1 from 11:30pm–Midnight
Come grab yours!

“Take an Asian 
dining ride and 
explore the talents 
of a kitchen that 
serves up cuisine 
with tranquility, fair 
prices and good 
tastes.”  — DAILY NEWS

CHINESE 
CUISINE and 
VEGETARIAN 
NUTRITION

Party orders and catering 
available

15% SENIOR DISCOUNT
every Tuesday night (dine-in only)

162 Montague Street, 1st Fl. Brooklyn Heights

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY MIN

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

of Rio Madre Rioja with a stimulating 
chocolate hazelnut bread pudding ($8), or 
a stamina-boosting lobster ceviche with 
blood orange and tarragon ($12).

The Owl’s Head [479 74th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth Avenues in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 680-2436].

CHOCOLATE
Jacques Torres: When it comes to 

the king of aphrodisiacs, it’s a no-brainer 
to hit up Mr. Chocolate in DUMBO. Sure 
you can go for hand-rolled truffles, choco 
lollipops or edible “I Luv U Puzzles,” 
but the Wicked Hot Chocolate ($18) — 
a decadent chocolate drinking mix with 
a rush of endorphin-releasing chili pep-
pers — will deliver a one-two-punch to 
your sexy parts.

Jacques Torres [66 Water St. at Main 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 875-9772].

AVOCADOS
Caracas Arepa Bar: The Venezuelan 

corn patties at this popular ‘Billyburg spot 
bear no relation to those greasy gut bombs 
peddled at street fair food carts. Our heart 
races for the La del Gato ($6.75) — packed 
with salty guayanes cheese, fried sweet plan-
tains, and sensuous slices of creamy avocado 
that will leave your taste buds tingling — and 
your blood pumping to all the right places.

Caracas Arepa Bar [291 Grand St. be-
tween Roebling and Havemeyer Streets 
in North Williamsburg, (718) 218-6050].

BEETS, GARLIC, ALMONDS
Yiasou Estiatorio: Pantzaria salad 

($7.50)  — marinated baby beets with 
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Feed the fire: (Pictured clockwise from 
left) Chocolatier Troy Odell gears up 
for Valentine’s Day at Jacques Torres. 
Keep things sexy with this lobster and 
blood orange ceviche with crostini at 
Owl’s Head in Bay Ridge — then or-

der a chocolate-hazelnut bread pudding 
for good measure.

PPPP

Red Wine: Besides being 
intoxicating — literally — red 
wine contains resveratrol, which 
boosts blood flow and improves 
circulation before and after in-
tercourse.

Chocolate: Pure chocolate 
contains a host of feel-good com-
pounds, including phenyleth-
ylamine — which releases do-
pamine in the pleasure centers 
of the brain and peaks during 
orgasm. 

Avocados: Referred to by 
the ancient Aztecs as the “tes-
ticle tree.” Catholic Priests in 
Spain also found the fruit so 
overtly sexual that they for-
bade it. 

Bananas: More than just a 
sight gag, bananas contain the 
bromeliad enzyme, said to en-
hance the male libido.

Honey: The sweet stuff is 
loaded with boron, a mineral 
that helps metabolize estrogen 
and enhances testosterone lev-

els, promoting sex drive in men 
and women.

Beets: Not only are beets 
high in boron — which pro-
duces sexual hormones and 
improves the immune system 
— they play host to the isobutyl 

methoxy pyrazine compound; 
the most powerfully stimulat-
ing smell on earth.

Figs: This fruit’s link with 
lust goes as far back as the Bible 
(Adam and Eve used the leaves 
to cover their private parts). An 

open fig is also thought to emu-
late the female sex organ.

Oysters: Sultry shape and al-
luring mouthfeel aside, oysters 
—pictured here at Five Leaves in 
Greenpoint — contain D-aspar-
tic acid and N-methyl-D-aspar-
tate, effective in releasing sexual 
hormones such as testosterone 
and estrogen.

Almonds: Long regarded 
as a fertility symbol, the aroma 
of almonds supposedly arouses 
passion in women.

Basil: The stimulating scent of 
this sweet herb is said to set hearts 
aflutter. Also thought to boost fer-
tility and promote circulation.

Asparagus: These sexy 
spears are a great source of fo-
lic acid — which boosts hista-
mine production necessary for 
achieving orgasm.

Garlic: This potent allium is 
full of allicin, which increases 
blood flow. 

The science behind the sexy
Suggestive shapes and mind-altering compounds make the following foods so damn sexy. 

Feel the love
Aphrodisiacs sure to get you going on Valentine’s Day
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SUN, FEB. 12

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, CHAMBER MUSIC CON-

CERT: $20. 3 pm. Brooklyn Heights 
Synagogue [131 Remsen St. between 
Clinton and Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 855-3053], www.brook-
lynfriendsofchambermusic.com. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: Sofya 
Melikyan performs the works of 
Schumann, Liszt, Faure and De-
bussy. Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [Flatbush 
Ave. at Eastern Parkway in Grand 

Army Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

MUSIC, FRED ARMISEN’S PLAYLIST 
LIVE!: Comedian and “Portlandia” 
star’s one-man show. 8 pm. Union 
Pool [484 Union Ave. at Meeker Ave-
nue in Williamsburg, (718) 609-0484], 
www.myspace.com/unionpool. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE LEADER”: 
8:30 pm. See Friday, Feb. 10. 

OTHER
MERCH MART: Fundraiser to help 

transplant recipient Alexander Ber-
man defray the costs of treatment. 

FRI, FEB. 10
WORKSHOP, FUN FRIDAYS: Children 

get together with friends and play 
video games and read. Free. 4 pm. 
Eastern Parkway Public Library [1044 
Eastern Pkwy. at Kingston Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 778-9330], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

READING, JUST WORKING ON MY 
BREAKUP — VALENTINE’S DAY 
READING!: Flip off V-day with an 
evening of sad stories and broken 
hearts. Free. 7 pm. WORD [126 
Franklin Street between Milton 
and Noble streets in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-0096], www.wordbrook-
lyn.com. 

DANCE, BOOGALOO AND LATIN 
SOUL DANCE PARTY: Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden presents “Lush,” a 
dance in the garden featuring DJ 
Turmix. $65. 8 pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown Heights, 
(718) 623-7220], www.bbg.org. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE LEADER”: 
An evening of short plays about 
cults. 8:30 pm. Triskelion Arts [118 
N. 11th St. between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(917) 270-7279], www.PanickedPro-
ductions.com. 

SAT, FEB. 11

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, MO BEASLEY’S LOVES-

TORM: Free. 8 pm. BAMCafe [30 
Lafayette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], www.
bam.org. 

MUSIC, DANIEL KELLY’S RAKONTO: 
$10. 8 pm. Brooklyn Conservatory 
of Music, (718) 622-3300. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE LEADER”: 
8:30 pm. See Friday, Feb. 10. 

OTHER
TAX HELP: State Sen. Marty Golden is 

sponsoring income tax preparation 
for seniors; by appointment only. 
Free. 9 am–11:30 am. District offi ce 
[7408 Fifth Ave. at 74th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 238-6044]. 

CITIZENSHIP PREP: For immigrants 
planning on applying for US citizen-
ship. Registration required. Free. 
10:30 am–1:30 pm and 1:30–4:30 
pm. Prospect Park YMCA [357 
Ninth St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-7100], www.
ymcanyc.org. 

READING, “REINVENTING THE 
PAST” LITERARY FESTIVAL: Fea-
turing Chris Adrian, Catalin Dorian 
Florescu, Inka Parei and Linda Stift, 
in conversation with Danel Kehl-
mann. Free. 6 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

THE MEET ME IN PARIS PARTY: A 
clandestine French cabaret with live 
music, burlesque, variety acts and 
late-night dancing. $10. 8 pm. RSVP 
for address. www.geminiandscor-
pio.com/events. 

Proceeds will be donated to the 
National Foundation for Transplants 
in Berman’s name. Free. 1 pm–6 pm. 
Bar Matchless [557 Manhattan Ave. at 
Driggs Avenue in Williamsburg, (800) 
489-3863], www.transplants.org.

MON, FEB. 13
WORKSHOP, COMPUTER BASICS: 

Adults learn basic skills. No experi-
ence necessary. Free. 1 pm. East-
ern Parkway Public Library [1044 
Eastern Pkwy. at Kingston Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 778-9330], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

FILM, “ITALY”: For adults. Free. 1:30 
pm. Brighton Beach Public Library 
[16 Brighton First Rd. at Brightwa-
ter Court in Brighton Beach, (718) 
946-2917], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: Students learn 
basic structure and vocabulary. 
Registration required. Free. 6:15 
pm–9:15 pm. Prospect Park YMCA 
[357 Ninth St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-7100], www.
ymcanyc.org. 

TALK, EDUCATION PANEL: Abrhamk 
Lackman, Sol Stern, James Cultrara 
and Joe Williams discuss the ten-
sion between public and charter 
schools. Free. 7 pm–9 pm. St. Fran-
cis College [180 Remsen St., be-
tween Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489-5200]. 

READING, NAOMI BENARON: Au-
thor of “Running the Rift.” Free. 7 
pm. WORD [126 Franklin Street be-
tween Milton and Noble streets in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383-0096], www.
wordbrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE LEADER”: 
8:30 pm. See Friday, Feb. 10. 

TUES, FEB. 14
WORKSHOP, ENGLISH CONVERSA-

TION: Adults practice conversa-
tional speech. Free. 1 pm. Coney 
Island Public Library [1901 Mermaid 
Ave. at West 19th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 265-3220], www.brook-
lynpubliclibrary.org. 

FILM, MOVIE TIME: A different title 
each week. For adults. Free. 2 pm. 
Clinton Hill Library [380 Washing-
ton Ave. at Lafayette Ave. in Clinton 
Hill, (718) 398-8713], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

ROOTS OF SAMBA: Just in time for 
Carnival, Grupo Ribeiro performs 
Afro Brazilian music and the dance. 
Free. 3 pm–4:30 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., between 
Court and Clinton streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 489-5200]. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 to 9:15 pm. See 
Monday, Feb. 13. 

WHERE TO
WEDNESDAY
February 15

Greene 
scene
Fort Greene’s famous 
black writers want you 
to remember the 
neighborhood of the 
1980s and ‘90s, when 
Spike Lee, Branford 
Marsalis and other cre-
ative minds made it a 
mecca for young art-
ists. Join Nelson 
George for a night of 
storytelling where a 
crew of leading 
authors will host a 
panel discussion on the 
local truths that 
inspired their fiction. 

7 pm. Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200]. 
Free. For info, visit www.
greenlightbookstore.com.

THURSDAY
February 16

We heart 
Glaser
Graphic design leg-
end Milton Glaser will 
head to DUMBO to 
celebrate his forth-
coming book, “In 
Search of the Miracu-
lous, or One Thing 
Leads to Another,” a 
retrospective that 
spans his long and 
prosperous career. 
“Most people don’t 
know what they’re 
talking about when 
they say ‘design’,” 
Glaser said. It’s ok; 
we trust him to figure 
it all out for us.

7 pm. powerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, 718) 
222-1331]. Free, for info 
visit www.powerhouse-
arena.com.

FRIDAY
February 17

Toga! Toga!
Throw your hands up 
and shout! Otis Day 
and the Knights, a 
fictional-turned-
actual band from 
“Animal House” 
fame will bring its 
rock ’n roll antics to 
Brooklyn Bowl for a 
good old fashioned 
toga party. So don 
your best drapery 
and show up early; in 
true frat party fash-
ion, you’ll be treated 
to a free beer.

9 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963-3369]. $15, for info 
visit www.brooklynbowl.
com.

SATURDAY
February 18

All aboard!
St. Ann’s Warehouse 
will host the Wooster 
Group theater com-
pany and the New 
York City Players as 
they perform three of 
legendary playwright 
Eugene O’Neill’s earli-
est one-acts, each tak-
ing place at a different 
point during a sea voy-
age. “Bound East for 
Cardiff,” “The Long 
Voyage Home,” and 
“The Moon of the 
Caribbees,” are semi-
autobiographical, so 
expect drunk sailors, 
bad economic times, 
and plenty ‘o drama.

8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[38 Water St. between 
Main and Dock streets in 
DUMBO, (718) 254-8779]. 
$22. For info, visit www.
stannswarehouse.org.

SUNDAY
February 19

Tokyo mix
Billed as the first 
disk jockey to utilize 
the turntable as a 
live instrument, the 
venerable DJ KRUSH 
is departing the 
Land of the Rising 
Sun to enlighten 
Brooklyn with his 
ever-evolving brand 
of electronica. The 
internationally 
acclaimed DJ, has 
released eight 
award-winning elec-
tronic albums.

8 pm. Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 North 
6th St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 486-
5400]. $15, for info, visit 
www.brooklynbowl.com

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

MON, FEB. 13
Community Board 14, Monthly 
meeting; agenda includes debate 
over zoning laws, unwanted tele-
phone poles, and hopefully, bike 
lanes; 7:30pm; PS 249, 18 
Marlborough Rd, between Caton 
and Church avenues; (718) 282-
8828; www.catonschool.org.

TUE, FEB. 14
Dyker Heights Civic Association, 
Monthly meeting; 8 pm; St. 
Philips Church Hall, 1072 80th St. 
between10th and 11th avenues; 
(718) 748-1797. 

WED, FEB. 15
Community Education Council 
District 21, Monthly meeting; 
agenda - guest speaker represen-
tative from the Office of School 
Wellness; and welcome Andrea 
Ciliotta, principal of the Brooklyn 

Studio Secondary School; 6:30 
pm; PS 128, 2075 84th St. at 20th 
Avenue; (718) 714-2503; www.
cecd21.org.
Community Board 6 Police and 
Public Safety Committee, 
Monthly meeting. Agenda- 
Licensing applications for various 
restaurants and cabarets; 7 pm; 
Community Board 10 office, 8119 
Fifth Ave. between 81st and 82nd 
streets; (718) 745-6827. 
Community Board 18, Monthly 
meeting; 8 pm; Kings Plaza meet-
ing room, Flatbush Ave. at 
Avenue U; (718) 241-0422. 

THURS, FEB. 16
66th Precinct Community 
Council, Monthly meeting; 7:30 
pm; Community Board 12 office, 
5910 13th Ave. at 60th Street; 
(718) 851-0800; www.brook-
lyncb12.org. 

CIVIC CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail Calendar@cnglocal.com

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

The Brooklyn Paper incorporates the following newspapers:

 Brooklyn Heights Paper, Downtown News,

Park Slope Paper, Sunset Park Paper, Windsor Terrace Paper,

Carroll Gardens–Cobble Hill Paper,

Fort Greene–Clinton Hill Paper,

Bay Ridge Paper, Bensonhurst Paper,

Bushwick Paper, Greenpoint Paper, Williamsburg Paper

Published weekly at
1 Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn NY 11201 (718) 260-2500

Your Neighborhood — Your News®

Online at www.BrooklynPaper.com

PUBLISHER
Celia Weintrob (718) 260-4503

EDITORIAL STAFF
DEPUTY EDITOR
Ben Muessig (718) 260-4504

STAFF REPORTERS
Kate Briquelet (718) 260-2511
Colin Mixson (718) 260-4514
Natalie O’Neill (718) 260-4505
Aaron Short (718) 260-2547

ADVERTISING STAFF
DISPLAY ADVERTISING SALES
Eric Ross (718) 260-4502
Jay Pelc  (718) 260-2570
Andrew Mark (718) 260-2578
Lebert McBean (718) 260-2569

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING SALES
Michael Filippi (718) 260-4501

FRONT OFFICE 
Lisa Malwitz (718) 260-2594

PRODUCTION STAFF 
ART DIRECTOR
Leah Mitch (718) 260-4510

WEB DESIGNER
Sylvan Migdal (718) 260-4509

E-mail news and arts releases to newsroom@cnglocal.com
E-mail calendar listings to calendar@cnglocal.com
E-mail nightlife listings to nightlife@cnglocal.com
To e-mail a staff member, use first initial last name @cnglocal.com

HOW TO 
 CONTACT 
THE PAPER

Listed:

© Copyright 2012 Courier Life, Inc.  All Rights Reserved.

 Unsolicited submissions become the property of Courier Life, Inc. and 
may be used, copied, sublicensed, adapted, transmitted, distributed, 

publicly performed, published, displayed or deleted as Courier Life, Inc. 
sees fi t.  Unless otherwise agreed in writing, Courier Life, Inc. will not give 
any compensation, credit or notice of its use of unsolicited submissions.

PUBLISHER EMERITUS  Ed Weintrob

NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where  
New York parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar,  
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 

Everyone’s a winner. 
Log-in, enter & find out.

GENERAL& COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne. Herpes
Warts. Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

CARLY WALLIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

Double the fun: Go check out the jazztastic twin La Boeuf Broth-
ers at Sycamore on Feb. 18.
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Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

Explore the Baroque era, before and beyond.
Music by Rossi, Handel, Geminiani, Vivaldi, and C.P.E. Bach

Brooklyn Museum
200 Eastern Parkway

Saturday, February 25th at 2PM

$35 ($25 Museum Members/$10 Student Rush)
Children Under 12 FREE
Tickets include all-day admission to the museum.

Tickets at OSLmusic.org 
or call 212.594.6100 

ST. LUKE’S CHAMBER ENSEMBLE

B R O O K L Y N 
M A G A Z I N E

CIRCLING
BACH

Brooklyn
Conservatory
of Music

E N R O L L  N O W !

� J U N I O R  RO CK  W E E K    
July 9-13: For rockers ages 7-11

� M U S I C WO R K S
July 28: ages 6-9; July 29: ages 13-17; 
August 4-5: ages 6-13
Interactive family programs on rock, jazz, 
improv, music in film and songwriting

� M U S I C  A DV E N T U R E S  
F E ST I VA L
July 30-August 3; August 13-17; 
August 20-24: For children 18 mo.-4 yrs.

� S CH O O L  O F  I M P ROV  
I N T E N S I V E
August 6-10: For teens in high school

Register 
online at
www.bqcm.org

� T E E N  RO CK  I N T E N S I V E
August 11-12
Features jazz-rock guitarist Mike Gamble

� VO C A L  I N ST I T U T E
July 16-20 
World-renowned vocalist Renee Manning will 
teach you the secrets of great vocal technique.

� CH O R A L  W E E K
July 23-27   
Celebrated choral director Nelly Vuksic will lead 
a daily choral class and prepare you for a rousing 
closing concert at St. John’s!

718.622.3300 www.bqcm.org
58 Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217

Check out our exciting new
Summer Workshop Series!

SPENDING SPREE

The Park Slope 5th Avenue BID 
Has a Sweet Valentines 

Deal for You!

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Black Mountain Wine House [415 Union St., at Hoyt Street in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 522-4340]. Open Mon-Fri, 4 pm-midnight; Sat-Sun, 3 pm-
midnight. For more info, visit www.blackmountainwinehouse.com.

the potato-garlic-almond 
spread skordalia — may 
not sound like the sexiest 
dish going in, but the body- 
and soul-altering properties 
of its aphrodisiacal ingre-
dients make it a potent po-
tion indeed.

Yiasou [2003 Emmons 
Ave. at Ocean Avenue 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
332-6064].

BANANAS
Press 195: Can a sand-

wich be sexy? Hell yeah, if 
it’s a Banana Bread Press 
($10), stuffed with fresh ba-
nana and strawberry slices, 
pure maple syrup (or Nu-
tella), ice cream, and can-
died walnuts. “It’s creamy, 
sweet and delicious,” said 
manager Cameron Lewyn, 
“and meant to serve two, 
so sharing it with a loved 
one makes it sexy right off 
the bat.” 

Press 195 [195 Fifth Ave. 
between Berkeley Place 
Sackett Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-1950].

HONEY
Walter’s: This elegant 

Fort Greene restaurant is 
a given for romantic, Val-
entine’s Day interludes — 
especially when you order 
up a plate of finger-licking 
fried chicken slathered in 
sweet and sticky swirls of 
spicy honey ($16). Don’t 
forget to share.

Walter’s [166 DeKalb 
Ave. between Carlton 
Avenue and Cumberland 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
488-7800].

ASPARAGUS, BASIL
Piccoli To Go: You 

won’t need to hail a cab 
home after experiencing 
the stimulating effects of 
the Pesto Genovese ($9.50) 
at this tasty takeaway spot. 
The homemade fettuccini 
with creamy pesto and as-
paragus easily reheats at 
home — as will you.

Piccoli [157 Prospect 
Park SW between Van-
derbilt and Seeley Streets 
in Windsor Terrace, (718) 
788-0006].

FIGS
Beast tapas + lounge: 

Exotic, succulent figs are ef-
fortlessly sensual, and dis-
played to delicious effect 
at Beast tapas + lounge in 
Prospect Heights. “It’s like 
stepping into the Garden of 
Eden without all the rules,” 
said chef/owner D.S. Bick-
nese of her caramelized onion 
and fig pesto tart with goat 
cheese and watercress salad 
($13). We’re sold!

Beast [638 Bergen St. 
between Carlton and Van-
derbilt Avenues in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 399-6855].

OYSTERS
Five Leaves: As far as 

edible aphrodisiacs are con-
cerned, no one would kick 
the libido enlivening oys-
ter out of bed — and when 
your sweetie tosses back a 
half dozen market mollusks 
($15) at this genial, Aussie 
eatery — she’ll be pulling 
you back in for another go-
round, too.

Five Leaves [18 Bedford 
Ave. between Lorimer 
Street and Nassau Avenue 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
5345].

LOVE...
Continued from page 5

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

N
othing says I love you like 
the smell of sewage in the 
morning.

The Newtown Creek Waste-
water Treatment Plant will offer 
a romantic early morning tour of 
its Greenpoint sludge-processing 
facility on Feb. 14, perhaps the 
strangest way to show your date 
you care — or subtly indicate that 
things aren’t working out.

Put on some comfortable boots, 
snuggle up with your companion, 

and hold your breath when the 
plant’s ruggedly handsome super-
intendent, Jimmy Pynn, explains 
how the city cleans  1.3 billion gal-
lons of wastewater  each day.

You’ll get to see every aspect 
of the plant’s waste treating pro-
cess, and even take a trip through 
its suggestively shaped digester 
tanks, where plucky microorgan-
isms break down what you and 
your date ate for lunch yesterday, 
producing methane and carbon 
dioxide gas.

And at the end of the tour, Pynn 
will give each attendee a Hershey’s 
Kiss — because there’s nothing 
sweeter than protecting the en-
vironment.

Just take your date to a nice din-
ner later, to hedge your bets.

Love stinks!
A Valentine’s Day visit to a sewage plant

Breathe it in: Take a tour of the daz-
zling Wastewater Treatment Plant in 
Greenpoint on Valentine’s Day with 
your sweetheart.

Guided Tour of the New-
town Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant [329 Green-
point Ave. at Humboldt Street 
in Greenpoint, (718)595-6600] 
Feb. 14, 9:30-11:30 am. For 
reservations, email events@
dep.nyc.gov. 
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84 7th Ave. in Park Slope 
(Between Union St. & Berkeley Pl.)

718-623-2767
www.farosny.com

“So happy we tried Faros!” 
“The service was friendly and accommodating; the atmosphere

was clean and open;Most of all, the food was PHENOMENAL!”

— Yelp reviewer, Dec. 2011

Valentines 
Dinner

Tuesday February 14th, 2012
Prix Fixe $45.00 per person

Includes glass of wine

Appetizers (choice of)
s p a n a k o p i t a

spinach pie with feta, onions, scallions and homemade fi lo crust

a f r o d i t i
mixed greens, halloumi cheese, fi gs, thyme, pomegranate with a light vinaigrette

c a l a m a r i s k a r a s
charcoal grilled whole calamari with olive oil, lemon and oregano

Main Course (choice of)

k o t a s t a k a r v o u n a
grilled free range chicken breast with lemon dressing over rice pilaf

l a v r a k i
grilled whole Greek sea bass with herbs, lemon and extra virgin olive oil

p a i d a k i a s k a r a s
two grilled lamb chops with roasted lemon potatoes or rice pilaf

Dessert
b a k l a v a s

layers of fi lo, toasted walnuts and almonds, topped with Greek syrup

s a m a l i
semolina cake

Marco Polo Ristorante
Call for reservations (718) 852-5015
345 Court Street at Union Street
in Carroll Gardens
www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

This Valentine’s weekend, experience

VENICE IN 
BROOKLYN

@ MARCO POLO RISTORANTE!

Special Valentine’s Theme lasts from 
Saturday, Feb. 11th–Tuesday, Feb. 14th 

Oldest Italian Restaurant in Brooklyn
Since 1906

Reservations: (718) 852-7800 or 
www.montesnyc.com

451 Carroll Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215
(between 3rd Ave & Nevins Street)

Now Taking 
Reservations for 
Valentine’s Day

VALENTINE’S
DAY

DINING
VALENTINES CELEBRATION: 

Have a delicious chocolate 
from Tumbador, beer from 
the Brooklyn Brewery and 
Bronx Brewery and then 
listen to stories, poems 
and Brooklyn historian Joe 
Dorinson, Michele Carlo 
and Knickie D. $15 ($10 
members). 7 pm–10 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

LOVE BITES: Live perfor-
mances by Amber Martin, 
Mark Rinzel, Corn Mo, 
Cathy Cervenka, Tony Z, 
Yana Chupenko, Chris Hall, 
Sophia Ramos, Watt White, 
Kevin Brennan, Militia, Mike 
Maenza, John Cappadona 
and Cherie Martorana. $7. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963-3369], www.brook-
lynbowl.com. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 10. 

WED, FEB. 15
THEATER, POETRY SLAM: A 

contest for high school stu-
dents. Free. 4 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Down-
town, (718) 488-1624], 
www.poetryoutloud.org. 

WORKSHOP, TANGO LES-
SONS: For adults and 
youngsters interested in 
ballroom dancing. No ex-
perience and no partners 
necessary. Sponsored by 
the FIAO Beacon program. 
Pre-registration for young-
sters required. Free. 6 
pm–9 pm. IS 96 [99 Ave. P 
at W. 11th Street in Benson-
hurst, (718) 232-2266]. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 to 9:15 
pm. See Monday, Feb. 13. 

READING, FORT GREENE’S 
BLACK WRITERS: An 
evening of literary history 

in honor of Black History 
Month. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. El-
liott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246-0200], green-
lightbookstore.com. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 10. 

THURS, FEB. 16
WORKSHOP, ENGLISH CON-

VERSATION: 1 pm. See 
Tuesday, Feb. 14. 

ACTORS LECTURE: The cast 
of “Wicked” will speak at 
Backstage Careers in The-
ater. Free. 1 pm–2:30 pm. 
Voorhees Theater [186 Jay 
St. at Tillary Street in Down-
town, (718) 260-5588]. 

WORKSHOP, CROCHET: Adults 
meet every week and work 
on their projects. 2 pm. Mid-
wood Public Library [975 E. 
16th St. between Avenues J 
and I in Midwood, (718) 252-
0967], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

TAX HELP: 6–8 pm. See Sat-
urday, Feb. 11. 

READING, MILTON GLASER: 
The famed graphic designer 
will discuss his new book, 
“In Search of the Miracu-
lous: Or, One Thing Leads 
to Another.” 6 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 to 9:15 
pm. See Monday, Feb. 13. 

FILM, “FREEDOM RIDERS”: 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Ave. at 
Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

READING, MICHAEL SHOW-
ALTER: Funnyman and au-
thor of “Mr. Funny Pants.” 
Free. 7 pm. WORD [126 
Franklin Street between 
Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
0096], www.wordbrooklyn.
com. 

READING, STEAMBOAT — A 
LITERARY HUMOR SE-
RIES: Featuring Baratunde 

Thurston, author of “How 
to Be Black,” and more. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200], 
greenlightbookstore.com. 

OPEN AUDITIONS: The 
Kingsborough Musical 
Society Chorus is seeking 
choral singers. Sight-read-
ing is helpful but not man-
datory. Performance of a 
medley from the Broadway 
musical West Side Story is 
scheduled for May. Free. 
7:30 pm. Kingsborough 
Community College [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Decatur 
Avenue in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 338-9132]. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 10. 

FRI, FEB. 17
WORKSHOP, FUN FRIDAYS: 

4 pm. See Friday, Feb. 10. 
MUSIC, WILLIAM HOOKER: 

Free. 8 pm. BAMCafe [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 10. 

SAT, FEB. 18

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, FLEETWOOD MAC 

COVER SHOW: Indie 
rock not-so-supergroup 
to perform Fleetwood 
Mac’s 1982 album “Mi-
rage.” $12. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 10. 

MUSIC, THE JAZZ TWINS: The 
twin Le Boeuf brothers take 
over Sycamore for a night 
of uncanny jazz. $10. 10pm. 
Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Ditmas 
Park, (347) 240-5850], www.
sycamorebrooklyn.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

P
ucker up, Brooklyn!

You don’t have to stray too 
far from home this Valentine’s 

Day to visit some of the city’s most 
romantic spots.

So put on a coat, grab your main 
squeeze, and make some memories 
at the borough’s loveliest places — 
before you get the urge to rush back 
indoors and make some more.

Brooklyn Botanic Garden
Did you know there are over 

12,000 kinds of plants at the Brook-

lyn Botanic Garden?
Unfortunately, most of them are 

dead this time of year.
But that shouldn’t rule out a trip 

to the Botanic Garden where you 
can gaze at its South African bulb 
collection the Steinhardt Conser-
vatory’s Warm Temperate House, 
or see some frighteningly named 
hellebores and a few freakish daf-
fodils at the southern end of the 
garden.

And if you’re looking for love, the 
garden hosts several perennial par-
ties,  including a salsa dance party 
on Friday night .

“The garden is one of the best 

places to meet someone male or fe-
male who is not a creep,” said Bo-
tanic Garden spokeswoman Kate 
Blumm. 

How about that!

Coney Island Boardwalk
Just because the rides are closed 

doesn’t mean you can’t enjoy the 
splendors of the People’s Play-
ground.

Take a stroll on the boardwalk, 
and pull your date in tight as the 
wind whips toward you at 30 miles 
an hour off the harbor. Plus, there 
are plenty of places off the beach 
to swoop in for a bite.

Ocean Avenue Footbridge
If Coney’s not your thing, here’s 

another quietly romantic spot at the 
other end of the bay.

Walk down Emmons Avenue to-
ward Manhattan Beach and turn 
onto the wooden planks of the 
Ocean Avenue footbridge. The salty 
air and view of sailboats bobbing in 
the bay should put you and your date 
in the mood for some Manhattan 
clam chowder at  Randazzo’s Clam 
Bar,  just across the street.

Brooklyn Bridge Park
Brooklyn’s newest park is its 

grandest — and you should take 

full advantage now that the crowds 
are sparse.

Walk though the frozen sod to Pier 
1 at sunset and catch the golden rays 
of winter’s setting sun refract off the 
silvery Manhattan skyline — and pull 
your date in tight for a smooch.

Then get on your high horse for 
a nostalgic ride on Jane’s Carousel 
— but try not to kiss while you’re 
motion because if you fall, you’ll 
get ground into hamburger in the 
ride’s powerful gears.

Commandant Mansion at 
Little and Evans Streets

At the top of Vinegar Hill at Lit-
tle and Evans Streets, there’s the 
stately Commandant Mansion, 
which was built in 1805 and has 
been part of the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard since 1964.

Good luck sneaking inside, but 
the secluded cul-de-sac happens to 
be a favorite make-out spot for  our 
friends at L Magazine . We suggest 
topping it off with a lovely brunch 
at Vinegar Hill House.

Brooklyn is for lovers
Get tongue-tied at the borough’s most romantic spots

Smooch: Eric Justusson and Riana Moring-Parris 
steal a kiss at Brooklyn Bridge Park.
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Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

Small classes with individual 
attention in a 
cozy, professional, 
and nurturing 

environment

Classes in singing and vocal 
technique, theater, musical 
theater, and beginning and 
advanced-beginning guitar

Corinne Goodman, Director

718-965-3150
www.brooklynplayers.com

Winter Performing 
Arts Classes

REGISTER NOW!
Brooklyn Players, celebrating our 10th anniversary, runs 
performing arts classes in Park Slope for first graders 

through adults during the school year

SURPRISE LAKE CAMP
THE BEST IN JEWISH CAMPING

Fun & Friendships since 1902

Join us for our 110th Anniversary

www.surpriselake.org

$1,000 Savings  
for first-time campers
Scholarships available 

based on need

Best Jewish Camping 
60 miles North of NYC

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

½
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PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

saber? It’s like stealing some-
one’s toy out of the sandbox,” 
said Michael, the founder of 
New York Jedi, a stage com-
bat performance group. “I fi-
nally got my uber custom sa-
ber, and then some jerk walks 
out with it.

“Some Jedi I turned out to 
be,” he said.

On Sept. 22, Brooklyn’s own 
Yoda met some padawans at 
Project Parlor and set his saber 
beneath the bar. A few hours 

later, a bearded dark lord took 
it and fled, said Michael.

The Jedi says he caught the 
phantom menace on a secu-
rity camera, but didn’t go to 
cops, claiming it would be use-
less. Instead, he put up about a 
dozen flyers along Myrtle Av-
enue with the alleged crook’s 
photo, imploring him to return 
the flashy lightsaber.

In December, Michael 
stood face-to-face with the 
dark side when the suspected 
Sith returned to the bar.

what appears to be the word, 
“Mykee” on Jesus’s robe, ac-
cording to cops.

Similar KISS makeup was 
also drawn on an advertise-
ment at the Lorimer Street 
L station, four blocks from 
the church.

Detectives are investigat-
ing the church case as a pos-
sible hate crime — and they 
are working off of one major 
clue: the vandal’s supposed 
favorite band.

“We are looking for a 
KISS fan,” said Deputy In-
spector Terence Hurson, the 
commanding officer of the 
94th Precinct.

Church pastor Joseph Ca-
lise urged worshipers to remain 
calm and suspend judgment.

“We don’t know if it is an 
act of anger, grief, vandalism 
or stupidity,” said Calise. 

The KISS-influenced van-
dalism — which closely mir-
rors a scene in the slacker clas-
sic “Dazed and Confused” 

tury ago — said she’s inspired 
by straphanger love connec-
tions because they’re fleet-
ing: you better act fast be-
fore those train doors open 
and your soulmate walks off 
forever.

“There are so many people 
looking for love but not taking 
advantage of the moment,” 
she said. “Instead, they turn 
to computers later.”

One of her songs — aptly 
titled “Love on the Under-
ground” — tells the real-life 
story of two potential love-
birds, each without the guts 

to make a move.
“You got on the C train 

somewhere in Brooklyn / 
Around 8:35,” she sings. “I 
was wearing a striped dress, 
navy blue sweater / We kept 
exchanging looks.”

Despite their attraction, 
the would-be lovers lose out 
to shyness.

“I brushed your arm — 
yes, intentionally,” sings 
O’Grady, recounting the 
story of two straphangers 
who should have made plans 
for drinks, but never did.

The upbeat but vaguely 
melancholy tune also tells 

computer was searching the 
community to connect peo-
ple?” said DuBois, who is 36 
years old and single. “It may 
not be the best way to find 
love, but it’s cute.”

DuBois designed a warm 
and fuzzy algorithm that trans-
forms your computer into a 
matchmaking machine that 
scours Craigslist for “Missed 
Connections” in hopes of link-
ing would-be lovers who are 
looking for each other.

The tool links random posts 
from the same city and high-
lights any words they share in 
common. When two “Missed 
Connections” match each 
other closely enough, visitors 
to DuBois’s website are di-
rected to the original Craigslist 
posts, where they can forward 
the links to the unsuspecting 
hopeless romantics.

So far, he has sent e-mail 
alerts to eight potential cou-
ples, but he hasn’t heard back 
from any of them, including a 
particularly close match be-

tween a salami-eating man and 
the woman who bummed him 
a cigarette.

“I think you two are look-
ing for each other,” he wrote 
to each of them.

This isn’t the only time 
the programmer honored 
Valentine’s Day. Last year, 
he whipped up a map of the 
United States using 19 million 
online dating profiles — ana-
lyzing which cities were the 
kinkiest and happiest based 
on frequently used bons mots 
(Williamsburg,  Greenpoint 
and Park Slope had the most 
male virgins ).

Julie Spira,  a Los Ange-
les-based online dating ex-
pert , called DuBois’s site “too 
computerish” for the eyes, but 
vowed that “Missed Connec-
tions” do work.

“You have to hope that 
someone is out there look-
ing for you as well,” Spira 
said. “If you’re going to post 
something on ‘Missed Con-
nections,’ look for them on 
Linked In or Facebook too, 

blue and pink each winter 
since. She hoped it would 
urge passers-by to “rethink 
their environment.” 

“It’s a gesture of com-
passion for the tree even 
though I know it doesn’t 
actually do anything,”  she 
told The Brooklyn Paper in 
January .

A police spokesman for 
the 78th precinct said he had 
no information about the 
disappearing arbor outfits 
and two city agencies — the 
Parks Department and the 
Department of Sanitation — 
said the city isn’t responsi-
ble for stripping down the 
newly nude trees.

Russell is now turning to 
neighbors for help.

“If you hear of any-
thing,” she said. “Please 
let me know.”

The dusty bottle — which 
is one of about 200 released — 
contains a 107-proof caramel- 
and vanilla-rich flavor bomb 
best served with some water, 
“which changes the molecules” 
and opens up the spirit, much 
like it would for a single-malt 
scotch, Tsoumpas said.

Martin Mills is the name of 
a fictional distillery, thought-
up by Kentucky-based small-
batch hootch makers, who bot-

tled the stuff exclusively for 
Japan in 1999 after they pur-
chased a two-decade  old bour-
bon barrel.

Tsoumpas bought the 
booze from an obscure retailer 
in England seven years ago, 
back when it was the oldest 
bottle of bourbon anyone could 
find in the world, he said. To-
day a bottle would sell for at 
least $500.

It’s almost unheard of to 
craft quality bourbon that’s 

on the upswing, thanks in 
part to an influx of new res-
idents at nearby condos, the 
road’s proximity to Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, its central loca-
tion along the  long-planned 
Brooklyn Waterfront Green-
way bike path , and the city’s 
plans to build a park on the 
west side of Columbia Street 
— less than a block from Pok 
Pok.

And there’s plenty of free 
parking, with buildings on 
just one side of the street.

Even so, the street still 
has three major obstacles 
to overcome: the lack of re-
liable public transportation, 
the  construction disturbances  
caused by the Gowanus Canal 
cleanup effort, and its geo-
graphic isolation from Cobble 

Hill and Carroll Gardens due 
to the hood-splitting Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway.

“Restaurants have really 
suffered from bad transporta-
tion,” said Anthony Capone, 
who runs the Columbia Street 
Mexican eatery Alma.

He said the area has great 
potential to become a lively 
hub for foodies — but that it’s 
not likely to grow into “an-
other Smith Street” soon, be-
cause it is far from a subway 
station. Icy winds from the 
water don’t help either.

“People stop coming when 
it’s cold — and you can’t be a 
six-month-a-year business,” 
said Capone, whose eatery’s 
rooftop doesn’t draw many 
winter visitors.

Real estate agents claim 
there has been a surge of 

The planned speed sum-
mit comes after Green-
woodsmen rallied against a 
proposed 20-mile-per hour 
zone in Park Slope on Sixth 
Avenue between Flatbush Av-
enue and the Prospect Park 
Expressway. 

They claimed the zone’s 
proposed border would 
turn their stretch of Sixth 
Avenue into  a racetrack for 
time-crunched drivers play-
ing catch-up , amping up 
speeds on a five-block sec-
tion of the street with no stop 
signs where drivers already 
exceed the limit — and of-
ten crash.

The new proposal — 
which calls for seven more 
blocks of “slow zone” — 
must be approved by the De-
partment of Transportation, 
which accepts applications 

from all civic associations 
and community boards.

Park Slope transportation 
honchos say they are eager to 
collaborate with their neigh-
bors to the south.

“It’s great to work together 
when you have an issue that 
transcends boundaries,” said 
Gary Reilly of Community 
Board 6’s transportation 
committee, which includes 
Park Slope. “The reality is 
that a lot of people get hurt 
by cars every year.”

Members of Commu-
nity Board 7, which includes 
Greenwood Heights, will 
take up the slow-zone ex-
tension plan at a transpor-
tation meeting that has not 
yet been scheduled.

“It’s natural extension,” 
Brashear said. “And it’s 
something that’s on our ra-
dar.”

L ast weekend, my 
14-year-old daugh-
ter was at a party in 

the neighborhood. She dil-
igently texted me when she 
left with a group of friends 
to hang on the Promenade. 
Understanding that “hang-
ing” could include just about 
any behavior from the be-
nign to the horrifically un-
acceptable, I was tempted 
to take the dog for a walk at 
that very moment and “acci-
dentally” run into the kids. I 
wanted to spy on her.

While I can list a number 
of reasons to check on my 
girl — knowing she’s safe, 
shielding her from danger, 
protecting her from bad de-
cisions — the big, unspoken 
one is simply to know what’s 
going on in her life.

Let’s face it, teenag-

Wow, they grow up so fast!

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

ers have secret 
lives that are 
invitation-only, 
and parents are 
generally not on 
the list. There are 
moments when 
this drives me 
crazy. 

I know my older daugh-
ter, at sixteen, has classmates 
who smoke cigarettes, get 
high, and have sex. She never 
names names. 

I feel those details would 
help me gauge her risks, and 
evaluate situations she puts 
herself into, like which par-
ties she goes to and whose 
house she hangs at. 

But it would take CIA 
interrogation training be-
fore I would have a chance 
of getting that information 
out of her.

Of course, there are ways. 
I could track my daughters 
with services from our cell 
phone company. 

I could make efforts to 
monitor their Facebook 
pages. I could even do some 
old fashioned snooping. And 
I would if I thought they were 
truly hurting themselves or 
planning to harm others. But 
short of those fears, I would 
feel awful if I covertly in-
truded into their lives. And 
in the end, my efforts would 
still fail. My girls will always 

have secret thoughts and pri-
vate interactions. I can’t just 
follow them around.

Mostly, they’re doing 
the normal teenage stuff — 
couple things, texting with 
friends when they should be 
sleeping, planning to watch 
R-rated movies at someone’s 
house — all the stuff that I 
often group under the head-
ing, “drama.” From my adult 
perspective, I see much teen 
angst as unnecessarily pain-
ful, and I would love to save 
my children from that. But 
I know I can’t; it’s a part of 
their lives, and I may not 
even know about many of 
the wounds and injuries, the 
crushes and rejections they 
face. Nor should I.

Call it what you will: 
testing limits, experimen-
tation, rebelling. These are 

the things filling my parental 
nightmares but, also, these 
are the things enabling my 
teenagers to form their own 
emotional lives. When they 
leave home, I don’t want kids 
that call me constantly with 
the intimate details of their 
lives or text me for help pick-
ing a brand of toothpaste. 
Of course I don’t want them 
to disappear either. I want 
them to have friendships and 
loves, their own people that 
support and fulfill them. 
Right now, in adolescence, 
is where that starts.

These teenage years are 
a time of transition for my 
whole family and change is 
exciting but hard. It’s not all 
bliss watching them pull 
away and turn to friends 
for advice and support when 
I’m sure I have better an-

swers. While I may still 
know where they are and 
who they’re with, I’m ex-
cluded more and more from 
their emotional lives.

I did walk the dog last 
weekend, while my daugh-
ter and her friends were on 
the Promenade. Despite my 
desires, I went a different 
direction.

Continued from page 1
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the Craigslist-inspired tales 
of “the tired guy in the orange 
button-down,” “the ghostly 
pale girl” and “the beautiful 
Latina — in flip-flops!”

O’Grady will perform 
at a Greenwood Cemetery 
fundraiser next month, 
where swing-dancing duos 
can make a connection in-
stead of missing one.

“I’m a single gal,” O’Grady 
said. “So I like it when other 
people believe they can find 
‘the one.’” 

Tara O’Grady and The 
Black Velvet Band at Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768-7300], March 10, 7 pm. 
Tickets, $50.

Continued from page 1

LOVE...

but don’t come across as a 
stalker. Make your commu-
nication light and easy.”

They say the course of true 
love never did run smooth, so 
it’s no surprise that DuBois’s 
website has some flaws.

The program can be slow, 
spam posts can be false alarms, 
and women tend to offer more 
detailed descriptions of their 

loves at first sight, while men 
often keep things overly sim-
ple, with postings like: “You 
were on the R train and you 
were cute.”

But DuBois is calling on 
Brooklynites to keep the site 
open. 

“This is a community ser-
vice experiment,” he said. “If 
you have a computer, tune it 

to the website. If everybody 
puts in an hour on Valentine’s 
Day, you can help each other 
with this little program. It’s 
not too much to ask.”

To become a “Missed 
Connections” middleman, 
visit  lukedubois.com/missed . 
And ladies, DuBois is not 
only single, but gainfully 
employed and has an ador-
able cat.

Continued from page 1

MISSED...
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SPEED...

restaurateurs signing con-
tracts to lease storefronts on 
the street, where rent goes for 
about $3,000 per month — less 
than half the rate on Smith 
Street and a bargain for wa-
terfront real estate.

New restaurants include a 
soon-to-open upscale diner 
called Water’s Edge and an 
Italian restaurant called Casa 
Di Campagna, which opened 
about six months ago.

“It’s a sea change,” said Tina 
Fallon, the real estate broker 
who leased the space for Pok 
Pok. “It’s really exciting.”

Restaurateurs and long-
time residents blamed years 
of infrastructure projects for 
blocking awe-inspiring views 
of the water with ugly con-
struction cranes.

“We’ve seen a lot of res-
taurants close and it’s not be-
cause they’re bad,” Capone 
explained. 

Even buzzed-about restau-
rants have shut down in the 
neighborhood, which until re-
cently was better known for 
being  the home of “Crazy” 
Joe Gallo  than a home for 
trendy eateries.

Pok Pok will move into 
a space that once housed  5 
Burro Cafe  and  Pit Stop , be-
fore they closed.

The new Thai joint will 
open by March, offering 
Brooklynites acclaimed 
dishes such as hoy thawt, fish 
sauce wings and egg-and-mus-
sel crepes inspired by street 
markets in Thailand.

The restaurant will boast 
an outdoor garden and a menu 
and decoration that has “the 
same spirit” as Ricker’s flag-
ship location, with a couple 
tweaks to accommodate 
kitchen space limitations.

Hungry locals expect 
Pok Pok to become a culi-
nary beacon.

“It’s going to be a boom 
for the neighborhood,” said 
longtime resident and Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront 
District activist Brian Mc-
Cormick.

Continued from page 1

COLUMBIA
been aged more than 20 years, 
partly because of the wood-
barreling process, which is 
one reason a sip of the stuff 
is so pricy.

“A bottle like that can 
make your place a major des-
tination,” Lew Bryson, man-
aging editor of  Whisky Ad-
vocate magazine .

Bryson, who tastes brown 
booze for a living, has never 
ordered a glass of bourbon that 
cost more than $60 per ounce. 
Neither have some of Brook-
lyn’s most liquor-obsessed 
connoisseurs: the exclusive 
River Café’s most expensive 

drink —a 31-year-old glass of 
scotch — costs $75 for three 
ounces, while Clover Club’s 
23-year-old bourbon goes for 
$49 for two ounces.

Whiskey-centric bars of-
ten opt not to sell such rare 
and expensive brands be-
cause big-spenders usually 
prefer to stick with what they 
know, Bryson said.

“A hundred bucks is a gam-
ble,” he said. “But it’s kind of 
a fun gamble, right?”

Char No. 4 [196 Smith St. 
between Warren and Baltic 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
643-2106].

Continued from page 1

BOURBON

— outraged parishioners and 
community leaders, including 
Assemblyman Joe Lentol (D–
Williamsburg), who worships 
at the church and described the 
destruction of sacred property 
as “malicious mischief.”

Councilman and  sometimes 
bassist  Steve Levin (D–Wil-
liamsburg) acknowledged that 

he prays at the temple of rock 
and roll, but said he could not 
condone defiling any house 
of worship.

“I have no kind words for 
whoever did this — they are 
in very serious trouble,” said 
Levin. “They did a real disser-
vice to rock and roll.”

KISS released a number of 
chart-topping secular songs, 
but the late 1970s metal icons 
also wrote several popular sin-
gles with religious undertones, 

including “Hotter Than Hell,” 
“God Gave Rock ’n Roll to 
You,” “God of Thunder,” and 
“Living in Sin.” The band is 
also famous for its fans, known 
as the KISS Army, who have 
donned black, white, and sil-
ver war paint, leather armor, 
and fake axes at concerts 
since 1975.

Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel church is best known for 
its  annual Feast of the Giglio 
celebration , which draws 

thousands of congregants 
to Havemeyer Street every 
July for two weeks of reli-
gious services, parades, and 
music — though KISS tunes 
don’t get much play.

Simmons, who attended 
Jewish religious school in Wil-
liamsburg at Yeshiva Torah 
Vodaas, which later moved to 
Kensington, declined to com-
ment. Peter Criss, the band’s 
original drummer, also grew 
up in the neighborhood.

Continued from page 1

KISS...
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JEDI... But, alas, the scruffy-look-
ing nerf-herder denied taking 
the blade.

Fellow Jedi were stunned by 
the gravity of the crime.

“Who the f--k steals a light-
saber?” said Tyler Welsek. 
“And from the bar Flynn goes 
to all the time?”

In “Star Wars” lore, a Jedi 
builds his own laser sword so 
it is as unique as its owner. Mi-
chael crafted his brand for the 
character of a Tibetan Jedi, us-
ing an orange laser and a hilt 
with drawings of two Tibetan 
foo dogs and a lotus.

“It really reflected my per-
formance style,” he said. 

Michael — a self-pro-
claimed “Star Wars” dork — 
founded  New York Jedi  seven 
years ago with a few fellow 
saber-masters. There’s no for-
mal Jedi training school, but 
most members have back-
grounds in acting, Kung-

Fu, Jiu-Jitsu and ballet.
Every Thursday night, a 

different Jedi Master leads 
a class at DANY Studios on 
38th Street and Eighth Av-
enue in Manhattan, but the 
classes focus on stage com-
bat rather than self-defense 

— so don’t expect Michael 
to use (physical) force.

Instead, Michael hopes 
the thief will decide to re-
turn the lightsaber, but un-
til he does the Jedi will be 
“Hands Solo,” borrowing sa-
bers from pals and using a 

cobbled-together blade that 
doesn’t even light up.

“I’m waiting on his con-
science to get to him,” said 
the Jedi Master, who is of-
fering a $100 reward for the 
lightsaber. “We’re teaching 
people how to be heroes, and 

I need it back.”
Anyone with information 

on the alleged thief, who 
witnesses described as a 
bearded man in a button-
down shirt and slacks, can 
contact Flynn at thrillsand-
skills@gmail.com.
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See Store
For Hours

218 MYRTLE AVENUE, BROOKLYN
347-382-8082 or 347-382-8083 • www.redapplenyc.com

Hours: Monday–Saturday 7am-10pm • Sunday 7am-9pm

RED APPLE ALSO FEATURES
ALL AT EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!

Chock Full O’Nuts Cafe • ATM Machine • Delivery • Blockbuster Video Rental
Lotto • Senior Citizen Discount* • Red Apple Bonus Card • EBT • WIC Coming Soon

*See Store For Details

Ethnic • Organic • Sugar Free • All Natural • Gluten Free • ShopRite Label

WE HAVE A FULL LINE OF MEAT, PRODUCE, DELI, DAIRY
FROZEN & BAKERY AS WELL AS GROCERY ITEMS INCLUDING

CHECK OUT THESE GREAT SPECIALS Prices
Effective

2/10-2/16/12

Tombstone
9” Pizza

$299
11.25-12 oz.

Crest
Toothpaste

$199
6.4 oz.

Gregory’s
Boxed Tea
$299

168 oz.

La Yogurt
Yogurt

4/$2 6 oz.

Chicken of the Sea
Chunk White

Tuna

99¢
5 oz.

Breakstone’s
Butter
1/4’s

$299
16 oz.

ShopRite
Cream Cheese

Bars

99¢
8 oz.

3 lb. Frozen Box

ShopRite
Beef Burgers

$899
Each

Pampa
Cereal

4/$5 8 oz.

Fresh • Grade A

Pollo Fresco
Chicken Leg

Quarters

79¢
lb.

California • Large (88 Size)

Navel
Oranges

6/$199

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

Hunt’s
Ketchup

4/$5 24 oz.

Bone-In • Center Cut

Pork
Chops
$179

lb.

Previously Frozen

Tilapia
Fillet

$349
lb.

Store Baked
Turkey
Breast
$699

lb.

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

Quaker
Instant

Oatmeal
$299

10.9-15.1 oz.

Turkey Hill
Ice Cream
$299

48 oz.

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

SALTED OR
UNSALTED

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

MAX
PACK

MAX
PACK

Florida • Red • Large

Grapefruit
4/$199

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

IN OIL OR
WATER

REGULAR OR
NEUFCHATEL

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

Sweet Potato or
Pumpkin

8” Pie
$299

24-27 oz. Each

Swanson
Hungry-Man

Dinners

2/$5 13.1-16 oz.


