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By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

A Greenpoint lawmaker wants to 
tame traffic on one of Brooklyn’s dead-
liest streets by catching speeding driv-
ers on camera.

Democratic state Assemblyman 
Joe Lentol introduced a bill last week 
that would bring several cameras to 
McGuinness Boulevard — a danger-
ous roadway where two-thirds of ve-

hicles exceed the city’s 30-mile-per-
hour speed limit,  according to a 2012 
study .

“Drivers along McGuinness Boule-
vard need to know that the eye in the 
sky is watching and they’ll be held ac-
countable for breaking the law,” said 
Lentol. “It will be as much to their ben-
efit and safety as anyone else’s.”

The proposal calls for at least two 
cameras that would monitor Queens–
bound and Williamsburg–bound traf-
fic on a boulevard where vehicles have 
struck 13 cyclists and 44 pedestrians 

between 2005 and 2009, according to 
state data.

Lentol said the locations of the cam-
eras would change during the tempo-
rary pilot program.

But before the cameras hit the street, 
Lentol needs to win over his peers in 
Albany.

Upstate legislators have stymied 
speed camera legislation in the past, 

Pol: We need cameras to catch speeders in Greenpoint

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

Assemblyman Joe Lentol wants drivers on McGuinness Boulevard 
to reduce their speed — and he thinks cameras will force them to 
obey the speed limit.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

An artist is turning an un-
der- appreciated Brooklyn icon 
into a statement about finding 
beauty in gritty urban environ-
ments.

Tom Fruin’s “Watertower” 

—  a glittering 14-foot Plexi-
glas-and-steel sculpture shaped 
like the common rooftop util-
ity fixtures — will light up 
the DUMBO skyline beside 
the Manhattan Bridge start-
ing next week. 

Artist brightens the skyline

Light tower 
A rendering of the watertower project in DUMBO.
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FAST & FURIOUS

Bow to the Queen
Wimbledon forces back hot dog contest; eaters fear heat

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

Coney Island’s hotdog-eating contest is 
going from high noon to high tea.

The Nathan’s Famous International 
Hot Dog Eating Championship will take 
place at 3 pm instead of its traditional 
noon start time to accommodate an his-
toric Wimbledon quarterfinals that co-
incides with the Queen’s Diamond Jubi-
lee — forcing the world’s top stomachs to 
play second fiddle to the world’s top ten-
nis players and compete in fiercer mid-af-
ternoon heat that could alter the outcome 

of the legendary July 4 man-versus-dog 
competition. 

Major League Eating president George 
Shea was fuming that his contest was placed 
on the back burner by ESPN, which will air 
the event live at the later hour rather than 
compete with the tennis match and Queen 
Elizabeth II’s 60th year on the throne.

“Tennis is not as respected and elegant 
a sport as competitive eating,” said Shea. 
“The only sport more fundamental than 
competitive eating is competitive breath-
ing, and that’s dangerous because it can 
cause hyperventilation.”

The later start could mean that gustatory 
giant Joey “Jaws” Chestnut’s 2009 world 
record of 68 hot dogs and buns (HDBs) in 
10 minutes will be tough to beat if the San 
Jose star and his 19 opponents are forced 
to drink more liquid than usual to stay hy-
drated during the hottest part of the day — 
potentially resulting in less stomach room 
for frankfurters, according to Shea. 

“The heat is really what they have to 
worry about,” he said. “It could depress 
the numbers.”

Competitors fear the hot dogs and buns 
Queen Elizabeth can watch now.
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Kickballers want grills to be installed in McCarren Park, 
like this new outdoor cooking fixture in Williamsburg’s 
Cooper Park.
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Park heating up

By Aaron Short
for The Brooklyn Paper

Councilman Charles Bar-
ron landed the endorsement 
of retiring Rep. Ed Towns, 
giving the charismatic and 
controversial Canarsie pol-
itician a major boost in his 
House race against state As-
semblyman Hakeem Jef-
fries.

Towns (D–Fort Greene) 

 gave his blessing to Barron 
on Sunday , saying he hopes 
the firebrand pol — who was 
once his bitter rival — will 
succeed him in Congress be-
cause of his history as a po-
litical maverick.

“Independent voices are 
needed more than ever in to-
day’s political environment,” 
Towns said in a statement. 
“That’s why I am giving my 

Barron gets 
Towns nod
Incumbent gives surprising 
endorsement in House race

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Park Slope’s answer to 
Starbucks is about to be-
come a bit more like, well, 
Starbucks.

The Tea Lounge — the 
neighborhood’s longtime 
home for laptop-clacking 
writers and mommy meet-
up groups — will become a 
chain with in-the-works fran-
chise locations under consid-
eration in Long Island, Vir-
ginia, and Kuwait, said owner 
Jonathan Spiel.

“This could turn into 
something big,” Spiel said. 

Cups runneth over
Slope’s Tea Lounge wants to go international

“People have shown interest 
all over the world.”

Spiel says nothing will 
change at the sprawling flag-
ship shop on Union Street 
near Seventh Avenue, where 
comfy couches host freelanc-
ers, musicians — and just 
about any Park Sloper look-
ing to escape the house for a 
couple hours.

But the shop’s  new transi-
tion to a franchise business 
model  will allow would-be 
partners to tap into their own 
creative and entrepreneurial 
spirit by making small com-

Jonathan Spiel, owner of Tea Lounge, enjoys a 
cup of coffee in front of his soon-to-be chain 
shop.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
B

ry
an

 B
ru

ch
m

an

Retiring Rep. Ed Towns (left) endorsed Councilman 
Charles Barron in the race for his seat.
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support to Charles Barron, 
who has been an independent 
voice over the years. He is 
unselfish and definitely has 

the interests of the people of 
this district at heart.”

Barron — a former Black 

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

A Greenpoint landlord dropped 
his proposal to open a Hungarian 
restaurant in his Newell Street 
building last week because of 
loud opposition from neighbors, 
schoolteachers, and nuns.

Peter Jakab informed Commu-
nity Board 1 that he will rescind 
his liquor license application for 
his storefront on the largely res-
idential block and will instead 
convert the ground floor of the 
building near the corner of Driggs 
Avenue into an apartment.

“The reason for the withdrawal 

is the neighborhood’s strong op-
position to any type of liquor li-
cense at this location due to the 
residential character of the area,” 
he wrote in a May 29 letter.

Neighbors said they were “de-
lighted” by his decision.

“We’re feeling a great sense 
of relief,” said Saint Stanislaus 
Kostka parish sister Dorothea 
Jurkowski. “Prayer works. We 
prayed very hard.”

The building had been the 
longtime home of the Conti-
nental, a rowdy restaurant and 
bar that catered to the area’s Pol-
ish population for years until it 

closed last December.
Jakab had hoped to turn the 

sleepy street corner into a foodie 
destination for Central European 
cuisine —  but Newell Street res-
idents argued  that the restaurant 
should not be allowed to stay 
open late or serve booze across 
the street from a Catholic school 
and a block from a church.

Diplomatic relations fell apart 
two weeks ago when Jakab and 
restaurant critics failed to reach 
an agreement over the proposed 
eatery’s operating hours.

Jakab did not return calls for 

Hungary no more
Greenpoint landlord folds planned eatery

Sisters Colette and Doro-
thea from St. Stanislaus Ko-
stka parish in Greenpoint 
successfully fought to keep 
a Hungarian restaurant from 
opening on Newell Street.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Big fat rats are building elaborate underground 
colonies, gnawing through trash cans, and even 
climbing into cars near the under-construction 
Barclays Center arena, where a booming rodent 
infestation has gone from gross to totally out of 
control, neighbors say.

“It’s a huge, insane invasion,” said Emilia Sher-
ifova, who lives in north Park Slope. “They’re get-
ting bigger and bigger — and more brazen.”

Residents  have long blamed the infestation  — 

Rodents running wild 
near arena, locals say

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Hungry kickball players are 
urging the city to install grills in 
bustling McCarren Park, claim-
ing greater access to hot dogs and 
burgers will improve their play.

Brooklyn Kickball League 
Commissioner Kevin Dailey 
has approached Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Greenpoint) to 
request charcoal grill stations near 

Gilroy Field and around the Mc-
Carren Park track, arguing that 
the area is “underfed.”

“Something needs to be done 
about the lack of food availability 
in McCarren,” he said. “There’s 
not enough to keep up with de-
mand and what we have is of lit-
tle nutritional value.”

Kickball players have been 
known to fuel their bodies with 
suds more than sports drinks, and 

though restaurants abound in the 
park’s northwest and southeast 
border, there are only one or two 
regular street vendors inside the 
park offering more accessible co-
mestibles.

Dailey believes that public 
grills will keep his players per-
forming at peak levels on lazy 
Sunday afternoons.

“It’s a matter of basic biology 

Kickballers lobbying for grills in McCarren

RATS!

Denise Morales points to a rat hole that 
neighbors filled with dirt to keep the 
nasty critters away.
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See FAST  on page 5

See QUEEN  on page 11

See TOWER  on page 6See GRILLS  on page 11

See TOWNS  on page 11 See TEA  on page 12

See RATS  on page 12See HUNGARY  on page 11
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HEATING OIL  |  AIR CONDITIONING  |  CHIMNEY 

*$1,000 rebate applies to qualifi ed systems only. Limited time offer, expires 7/31/12, equipment must be installed by 8/15/12. Local, 
state and utility tax credits and rebates of up to $600 vary by state and must meet SEER and EER criteria to qualify. Credit offer ap-
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Get a rebate of up to $1,000 
when you buy any qualified central AC system from Petro
or $100 off the installation of any ductless AC system.
Save even more with up to $600 in local rebates 
and incentives!*

Plus, $0 down and affordable monthly payments 
for qualified customers!** 

SAVE UP TO $1,600 
on a new central AC 
system this summer 
or
GET UP TO 
$700 OFF 
a new ductless 
AC system*

If you apply or are receiving public 
assistance, you must live in one of the 5 
boroughs, give us correct identification 
and tell the truth about how much 
money you make. 

You can be arrested and prosecuted if you:

Do not give us your correct marital status 
when applying for Medicaid

Intentionally fail to disclose your earned 
and unearned income 

Sell your Medicaid prescription drugs for cash

Sell or “rent” your Medicaid or Medicaid 
plan card
 

Don’t steal from New Yorkers who need 
government assistance.

Reports of fraud can be made on 
HRA’s website www.nyc.gov/hra 
or by the HRA Fraud Hotline at 
212-274-5030. All conversations 
are kept confidential.

A woman who says police  let the man who sexu-
ally assaulted her on 16th Street walk away  revealed 
the shocking details of the attack and the investiga-
tion to this newspaper. The victim agreed to speak 
on the condition of anonymity.

Grope victim speaks
Cops shouldn’t have let attacker go, woman says

on the block ten minutes later, 
but the officers quickly re-
leased the man detained by 
neighbors.

Witnesses say they told the 
officers the victim was just 
steps away, but they never 
came to her door.

The victim, cops would 
later say, wasn’t at the scene 
the moment they arrived.

Days later, police cir-
culated surveillance video 
showing a man resembling 
the individual they released 
at the scene and asked Park 
Slope residents for help track-
ing him down.

“They should have held 
onto the guy, taken a photo 
or at least gotten his ID,” the 
victim said.

Two 72nd Precinct officers 
involved in the incident have 
since been placed on “modi-
fied duty” pending an inves-
tigation. Cops are still look-
ing for the suspect.

The victim says she has 
since worked with different, 
more helpful officers to cre-
ate a sketch of the attacker in 
an attempt to prevent similar 
assaults against women in the 
neighborhood one year after 
a spree of sexual assaults in 
Park Slope, Windsor Terrace, 
Greenwood Heights, Sunset 
Park, and Bay Ridge.

“It all happened so quickly,” 
she said. “Everything changes 
in a moment.”

Witnesses say police 
released a man who 
groped a woman near 
Fourth Avenue.

By Aaron Short 
The Brooklyn Paper

They’re successful in 
court, too.

The Success Charter Net-
work will open a school in 
Williamsburg and an ele-
mentary in Cobble Hill this 
fall after a Manhattan judge 
dismissed a pair of lawsuits 
seeking to block the polit-
ically connected and high-
performing charter chain.

Scores of parents and 
civic leaders claimed that 
Success Charter Network 
failed to gain the neces-
sary support of neighbors 
before seeking permission 
to open the primary schools 
from the State University of 
New York’s Board of Trust-
ees in lawsuits  filed in Feb-
ruary   and March . 

But Judge Peter Moulton 
ruled last Friday that oppo-
nents did not file their objec-
tions to the charters in time 
— and stated that the law 
does not require Success of-
ficials to conduct exhaustive 
neighborhood outreach.

Unsuccessful suits!
Judge dismisses cases against charter schools

“The statute does not bar 
the issuance of a charter even 
where the relevant commu-
nity mounts serious or even 
overwhelming opposition to 
a proposed school,” Moulton 
ruled. 

Former Manhattan Coun-
cilwoman and Success Acad-
emy CEO Eva Moskowitz 
said the ruling was victory 

for families over “special in-
terests.”

“In both Williamsburg 
and Cobble Hill, we found 
tremendous demand this 
year from parents seeking 
a choice when it comes to edu-
cating their children,” she said. 
“We’re thrilled that with these 
two baseless lawsuits behind 
us, we can do our part to pro-

vide even more students with a 
great public education.”

Attorney Arthur Schwartz, 
who represented the Success 
opponents, vowed to appeal 
the decision this week.

“We’re still going af-
ter their charter in order to 
shut down their operation in 
communities they shouldn’t 
be in,” said Schwartz. “The 
law was supposed to require 
demonstration of community 
support and input, and a level 
of scrutiny beyond checking 
off a box.”

The Success Charter Net-
work is slated to offer kinder-
garten and first grade classes 
in Cobble Hill and Williams-
burg’s Southside starting in 
September.

This spring, the Success 
branch in Cobble Hill re-
ceived 950 applications, 260 
of them from families liv-
ing near by, while the Wil-
liamsburg branch received 
700 applications, 196 of them 
from families living in the 
Southside.

A judge dismissed a lawsuit seeking to bar the con-
troversial Success Charter Network from opening 
a school inside the School of International Studies 
on Baltic Street in Cobble Hill.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

She knew someone was 
following her.

It was just before 5 am on 
May 23 and the soft-spoken 
22-year-old had just got off 
the train on Fourth Avenue on 
her way home from work at a 
Manhattan nightclub.

As she neared Sixteenth 
Street, she sensed someone 
behind her — then she felt 
a hand reach underneath her 
skirt and grab her.

She turned around to con-
front her attacker — she’d 
read about self-defense in a 
rape prevention class — but 
the stocky man, who wore 
a baseball cap pulled down 
over his eyes, grabbed her 
again, this time, from the 
front.

“Get off me!” she 

screamed.
The creep then took off 

running and a neighbor, who 
happened to hear her yell, 
dashed out of his house to 
give chase.

The good Samaritan says 
he caught up to the man near 
Fourth Avenue, grabbed him, 
and called the cops.

Shocked and flustered, the 
woman walked to her home 
less than a block away to calm 
down.

“I was scared — I felt lost,” 
she said. “I just wanted the 
situation to go away.”

At her apartment, she 
splashed water on her face 
and walked over to the win-
dow. That’s when she saw a 
black unmarked police car 
roll past with lights flash-
ing. It didn’t stop.

A second cop car parked 
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS  43 CLARK STREET  718 625 0500
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50% OFF
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PERSONAL TRAINING, WALLYBALL, CARDIO, SOFTBALL
160+ HOURS OF GROUP FITNESS CLASSES, SPINNING    
BOXING, DANCE, PILATES, ZUMBA, MARTIAL ARTS
YOGA, JUNIOR SPORTS, AND SPA
      OFFER ENDS JUNE 18
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Proud to be the official hometown hospital of the Barclays Center

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

The pair of controversial 
benches illegally bolted onto 
Fifth Avenue to displace a 
gyro cart have become wel-
come lunchtime seating, say 
food vendor customers who 
want to relax while they eat 
their chicken on rice and 
falafels.

Customers claim the 
benches — which were in-
stalled under the cover of 
darkness and forced workers 
from the so-named Middle 
Eastern Halal Cart to move 
further down the block — 
are making the gyro seller 
more popular and drawing 
customers away from its 
main competitor, the Halal 
Express food cart parked 
on the other side of 86th 
Street.

“They both sell the same 
thing, but I know there’s seat-
ing here, so I come here,” said 
Michael Rodriguez, as he de-
molished a platter of food on 
one of the benches.

His friend Kyle Stefano 
agreed that the seats have 
made the Middle Eastern 
Halal Cart more appealing 
than its rival.

“Instead of having to stand 
over there, we can sit here,” 
he said.

Ahmad Ibrahim, another 
regular, said the benches 
were a business booster for 

Stolen street seats — a gift for Ridge halal cart

Benches boost biz

the gyro cart.
“I think it helps them,” 

he added. “You always see 
the people sitting here eat-
ing the food.”

Yet this turnaround re-
mains an unsavory deal for 
cart manager Sammy Kas-
sen, who still wants the street 
seats removed. 

“Leaving them just shows 
anybody can do whatever they 
want,” said Kassen, skimming 

over the bench’s apparent eco-
nomic advantages. “They’re 
good for business, but they 
shouldn’t be here.”

But hungry kids aren’t the 
only ones using the chairs: 
during a visit to Fifth Ave-
nue and 86th Street last week, 
a handful of homeless peo-
ple were spotted relaxing on 
the benches.

Brick-and-mortar restau-
rants pay nearly $3,000 in 

city fees for al fresco din-
ing. Kassen got his for free 
— and the group that is re-
sponsible for street furniture 
in the area isn’t going to do 
a thing about it. 

“We’re not talking about 
benches anymore,” said Pat 
Condren, whose group re-
fused an offer by Bay Ridge 
drug store owner Habib Jou-
deh to pay for the removal. 
“We’re moving on.”

Customers of the Middle Eastern Halal Cart say they love sitting and eating on 
the benches that were bolted onto the sidewalk at the wagon’s old location.
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By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Pedestrians will frolic freely on 10 
blocks of Bedford Avenue on Saturday 
when Williamsburg’s biggest retail cor-
ridor becomes a pedestrian mall.

Williamsburg Walks — an annual 
multi-weekend, multi-block street party 
— is back, and this year the celebra-
tion will expand its length and dura-
tion, stretching two additional blocks 
to Metropolitan Avenue and growing 
from  a two-weekend festival  to a three-
Saturday bash.

“We really focused our energy in cre-
ating passive spaces,” said Williamsburg 
Walks organizer Ryan Kuonen. “We’re 
hoping that the magic of Williamsburg 
will create the performances, theater, 
and music on Bedford Avenue.”

The parties will run from 3 pm to 8 
pm on June 9, 16, and 23 and amblers 

can look forward to a roadway dotted 
with pedestrians playing schoolyard 
games, small concerts, and scrabble 
contests for the whole family.

Businesses on the temporarily car-
free blocks can set up sidewalk vend-
ing tables in front of their stores and 
bars can even extend their sidewalk 
cafes to the curb.

There’s a new kissing booth on Bed-
ford and N. Sixth Street, sponsored by 
the hip sex shop Shag, and a speaker’s 
corner at N. Eighth Street for storytell-
ing, politicking, and stand-up comedy 
— a perfect feature for the neighbor-
hood’s aspiring Al Frankens.

Williamsburg Walks [Bed ford Ave. 
between N. 12th Street and Metro-
politan Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
384-2248,  www.williamsburgwalks.
org ] June 9, 16, and June 23, 3–8 
pm. 

Walk, Williamsburg!
Pedestrian street fair returns to Bedford Avenue

If North Brooklynites are lucky, Ela-
nard Jones of the band Immortal 
Twins will once again stroll down 
Bedford Avenue playing his guitar 
during Williamsburg Walks.
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 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

CAMBA’s Annual Shona Benefit Sale 
CAMBA Shona Gallery | 19 Winthrop St. | Brooklyn, NY 11225

Public Sale:  
June 15-17  |  1 - 6 pm  |  Free
» Opening Reception: June 14  |  6 - 9 pm  |  $75 

Buy affordable sculptures  
from Zimbabwe. 
Proceeds support CAMBA’s vital programs  
and services to 45,000 individuals and  
families in Brooklyn and beyond.  
40 percent of all sales is tax deductible.

See our Sculptures

Shonasculptures.com 
718.284.9064  
or 718.287.2600  
loreliel@camba.org CAMBA.org

   I saw an ad on TV for a two-year 
school where I could learn graphic 

design and threw away $25,000 
on a worthless diploma. My 
credits don’t transfer toward 
a bachelor’s degree, and the 
school never helped me get 
the internships and jobs they 

promised.

Thanks to the 
City’s Financial 
Empowerment 
Centers, I’m 
paying back 
my loans and 
saving to go 
to CUNY.

– Garvin,
   Brooklyn

Visit nyc.gov or call 311 and 
ask about free and low-cost 
education and training options 
and financial counseling.

Know Before
You Enroll

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A seemingly polite crook 
named Andy asked a man for 
cash on Atlantic Avenue on 
May 28 — then punched the 
victim and stole his wallet.

The victim said he was 
near Third Avenue at 3:20 
am when the crook ap-
proached and said, “Hi, my 
name is Andy, can I have 
some money?” according 
to a police report.

When the man refused, 
Andy punched him in the 
face, grabbed his wallet, 
and fled, police said.

Bike theft
A robber swiped a $1,600 

bike from an Atlantic Ave-
nue apartment sometime 
over Memorial Day week-
end while the tenant was 
away.

The victim said he left the 
apartment between Hoyt and 
Bond streets at 8:45 am on 
May 25. When he returned at 
3:30 pm on May 27, the front 
door was open and his pricey 
bike was missing.

Nailed
Someone swiped a wom-

an’s wallet in a Jay Street nail 
salon on June 2.

The victim told police that 
she entered the store near Ful-
ton Street at 7:40 pm. When 
she was ready to leave an hour 
later, she realized her wallet 
was missing.

Gap flap
A scoundrel stole $100 

from a shopper at the Gap 
store on Fulton Street on 
June 3.

The victim told cops that 
she entered the store near 
Gallatin Place at 3 pm. When 
she was ready to leave at 4:40 
pm, she realized the cash was 
missing from her purse.

Pickpocket
Someone bumped into a 

woman in a Fulton Street 
store on May 25 and walked 
off with her wallet.

The shopper told police 
she was inside of the store 
between Pearl and Jay streets 
at 12:55 pm when she felt 
someone collide with her. 
Two minutes later, she re-
alized her wallet was miss-
ing from her purse.

Cops hunt for mugger named Andy

Subway heist
A quick thief ran off with 

a straphanger’s phone at the 
Hoyt and Fulton streets sub-
way station on May 29.

The victim told police 
he was riding an East New 
York-bound 3 train at 7:45 pm 
when it pulled into the sta-
tion. That’s when the crook 
grabbed his cell and fled from 
the train.

Oy-phone
A bike-riding crook stole 

a woman’s iPhone on Wil-
loughby Street on May 29.

The woman said she was 
near Duffield Street at 1:15 
pm when the thief pedaled 
up, grabbed the cellphone, 
and biked away.

iPhone pinched
A thief grabbed a man’s 

iPhone on Fulton Street on 
May 31. 

The victim said he was 
near Adams Street at 5:20 pm 
when the thief grabbed his 
cellphone and ran away.

— Daniel Bush

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Swiped card
A scoundrel stole a credit 

card from a Union Street res-
ident between May 25 and 
May 29 and then charged 
$1,925 to it.

The victim told cops he 
discovered someone had 
snatched a credit card from 
his apartment near Eighth 
Avenue, then racked up 
more than a thousand dol-
lars on it.

Bicycle getaway
Cops say a bike-riding 

thief and an accomplice stole 
a man’s cellphone on Fifth 
Avenue on May 30.

The 37-year-old vic-
tim told police he was near 
St. Johns Place at 5:25 pm 
when a crook grabbed his 
black iPhone and handed it 
to a partner on a bike, who 
then peddled away with the 
fancy gadget.

Cops arrested one of the 
suspects, an 18-year-old 
male, the same day.

Bad checkout 
A jerk swiped a wallet 

from shopper on Ninth Street 
on May 28 and then went on 

a shopping spree with one of 
her cards.

The 54-year-old victim 
told cops she set her wallet 
— full of credit cards and a 
Virginia nursing license — 
on a counter at C-Town Su-
permarket near Fifth Avenue 
at 4:30 pm, then accidentally 
left it there. 

She realized it was gone 
three hours later and retuned 
to the shop, but it was no-
where in sight. She later 
learned that someone charged 
$137 to one of her cards.

Nip, duck!
An angry hospital worker 

beat up a colleague on Sixth 
Street on May 27, cops say.

The 48-year-old victim 
told cops he was discuss-
ing haircuts with a fellow X-
ray technician at New York 
Methodist Hospital near Sev-
enth Avenue at 6:30 pm when 
a third employee overheard, 
got offended, and shoved him 
into a chair. The worker then 
choked him, leaving scratches 
on his neck, cops said. 

The poor technician was 
then rushed to the emer-
gency room which, thank-
fully, wasn’t too far away.

— Natalie O’Neill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Slap happy
Police arrested an 18-year-

old man who they say slapped 
a woman on Baltic Street on 
June 1 — and then slapped 
him with possession charges 
after finding weed and Xa-
nax in his backpack.

The victim told police that 
she was between Clinton and 
Court streets at 4:43 am when 
the suspect smacked her in 
the face. Cops said the perp 
ripped a button off of one of 
the officer’s uniforms, and 
stated, “I would rather die 
than be arrested.” 

When they searched his 
backpack, they found mar-
ijuana and Xanax, cops 
said.

Check fraudster
A 16-year-old boy was 

arrested for stealing checks 
from a woman’s Summit 
Street apartment on May 21 
and writing himself checks 
for more than $1,000.

The victim told police 
that she left her apartment 
between Henry and Hicks 
streets at 10:59 pm and 
returned to find that her 
checkbook missing several 
checks.

When she made an in-
quiry with Citibank, she 
found that the missing checks 
were made payable to the sus-
pect, who withdrew $1,050, 
according to police.

— Colin Mixson

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Bad brains
A gun-toting crook threat-

ened and robbed a man on 
Clermont Avenue on May 
30.

The 23-year-old victim 
told cops he was near Park 
Avenue at 12:30 am when 
the crook walked up to him, 
displayed a silver and black 
gun, and said, “If you turn 
around I’m going to blow 
your brains out.” 

After the kid handed over 
$80, the thug fled.

Smoked out
Police arrested a cane-

wielding bandit who they 
say robbed and beat a man 
on DeKalb Avenue on May 
31.

The 30-year-old victim 
told cops he was at Brook-
lyn Hospital near Ashland 
Place at 6:20 pm when a man 
approached him and asked 
for a cigarette. After the 
victim pulled out his wal-
let by accident, the bandit 
snatched it away, beat him 
with a cane, and took $40 
from the wallet. 

The victim stayed at the 
hospital with minor injuries. 
Cops arrested a suspect at 
the hospital.  

Phone gone
A crook stole a fancy 

phone right out of a wom-
an’s hands on Myrtle Ave-
nue on May 30.

The 27-year-old victim 
told cops she was at Navy 
Street at 10:10 pm when 
the thief approached her, 
snatched her phone from 
her hand, and fled into the 
nearby housing projects.

Waverly why?
Three jerks stole a teenag-

er’s wallet on Waverly Ave-
nue on May 31, police said.

The 15-year-old victim 
told cops he was between 
DeKalb and Lafayette ave-
nues at 4:15 pm, when the 
three brutes took his wallet 
forcibly. 

Cops say they arrested a 
16-year-old suspect later that 
day.  — Eli Rosenberg

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Need to quit
A pair of punks robbed a 

Duane Reade pharmacy on 
86th Street of $8,000 in mer-
chandise — including $384 
of Nicorette gum — on June 
2, cops say.

An employee told po-
lice that one of the thieves 
bounded over the unstaffed 
counter of the pharmacy be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues at 6:09 am while the 
other kept lookout. 

After stuffing the gum and 
other pharmaceutical good-
ies into a bag, the two fled 
the scene. 

Shopping spree
Someone stole a Bay Ridge 

woman’s credit cards while 
she was in Owls Head Park 
on May 31 and proceeded to 
run up $548 in charges that 
day, police say.

The victim said she was 
in the park at noon when she 
hung her unzipped purse on 
her baby’s stroller. When she 
reached in later, her wallet 
and checkbook were gone. 

Police say the eager crook 
used the cards at a Radio Shack 
on Fifth Avenue beetween 51st 
and 52nd streets at 1 pm, and 
again 16 minutes later at Jim-
my’s Sportsware on Fifth Av-
enue between 54th and 55th 
streets.

— Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Pizza sliced
Police say a 28-year-old 

restaurant worker sliced 
his coworker’s face with a 
pizza cutter inside their Man-
hattan Avenue pizzeria on 
May 31.

The two dough boys got 
into an argument in the eatery 
near Calyer Street at 3 pm, 
when the suspect grabbed a 
pizza wheel and slashed the 
victim’s face from his fore-
head to his left eyebrow, cops 
reported.

Paramedics took the vic-
tim to Woodhull Hospital for 
treatment and cops arrested 
the suspect.

Stick job
A robber held up a man 

at gunpoint on Driggs Av-
enue on June 1 — and took 
off with his cash.
See BLOTTER  on page 6
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LIVE LARGE AT THE MAYNARD

1509 Bergen Street at Schenectady. 1,308 SF 
two BR w/rec room. 4 blocks from ‘A’ express at 

Utica and 20 mins to lower Manhattan. 

The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from the Sponsor. 
File No. CD08-0007.

Greg Todd, Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 
The Corcoran Group

347.225.4590  I  www.corcoran.com/gdt

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday 2-4pm  •  Weds 5:30-6:30pm

New co-ops for $290K in Crown Heights

MEDICAL, COSMETIC & SURGICAL DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certifi ed Dermatologist)

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse, Fillers, 

Laser Hair & Vein Removal, Xtrac Laser 

for Psoriasis and Vitiligo, Chemical 

Peels, Cosmetic Skin Treatments, 

Contact Allergy Testing

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED (FOR MEDICAL SERVICES)

718-636-0425

27 8th Avenue

(One block from Prospect Park)

Brooklyn, NY 11217

212-288-1300

1000 Park Avenue

(At 84th Street)

New York, NY 10028
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Complexion 
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Skin allergies
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White & dark 
spots 

STD’s

Herpes

Fungal 
conditions

although there are  several 
new bills from downstate 
lawmakers  pushing for them 
this spring.

Even Lentol has opposed 
red light cameras in the past, 
noting that it is difficult for 
motorists to challenge speed-
ing tickets in court — but he 
believes speed cameras are 
the best way to tame McGuin-
ness Boulevard.

“We’ve tried other meth-
ods of enforcement — we’ve 
had cops give out speeding 
tickets and the Department 
of Transportation has looked 
at signal lights — and I think 
we should try this approach,” 
said Lentol.

The Bloomberg administra-
tion has supported state legis-
lation seeking speed cameras, 
but Lentol’s office has not yet 
approached the Department of 
Transportation about the bill, 
according to an aide.

A city transportation 
spokesman declined to com-
ment.

North Brooklyn residents 
welcomed the camera pro-
posal, saying it might bring 
safety to a street where  two 
pedestrians lost their lives  
in recent years.

“When drivers are on a 
street with speed cameras, 
they tend to slow down,” said 
Community Board 1 mem-
ber Ryan Kuonen.

Continued from page 1

FAST...

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Female kickball pitch-
ers have turned sexist ste-
reotypes upside down, go-
ing from under-appreciated 
afterthoughts to in-demand 
hurlers whose skill and savvy 
determines which teams see 
postseason glory at McCa-
rren Park.

In the early years of the 
Brooklyn Kickball League, 
teams regularly put their 
least powerful kickers, often 
women, on the pitching mound 
— using the position as a way 
to appease league rules requir-
ing teams to keep six female 
players on the roster and four 
on the field at all times.

But in recent seasons, top 
tier teams have realized that 
defense wins ball games — 
and a good pitcher is the key-
stone to a good defense.

“Too many people un-
derestimate the value of a 
good pitcher,” said League 
Commissioner Kevin Dai-
ley. “A pitcher covers the 
bases, knows where the ball 
is, and makes good plays in 
the field.”

Few do it better than Math-
lete Adrian “The Denomina-

tor” Spatzer — a third-year 
hurler widely considered to 
be the league’s most diffi-
cult pitcher to face.

“You have to have some-
one on the mound who can 
control the tempo of the game 
and is a pitcher the team can 
trust,” said Spatzer, whose 
earned run average is un-
der 2.

Spatzer mixes devastating 
curveballs both inside and 
outside of the plate — then 
jams kickers when they least 
expect it with fastballs right 
down the middle.

The result is often a foul-
ball or a harmless pop-up, 
and sometimes even a strike-
out, which happens when a 
kicker fouls the ball away 
three times during a plate 
appearance.

“The goal is for them to 
foul out or pop up because 
it is hard to hit a fast cur-
veball,” said Spatzer, who 
played softball in college but 
mastered her pitching while 
bowling during the league’s 
winter offseason. “My de-
fense behind me is solid. I 
trust them.”

And they trust her.
“She is on point all of the 

A league of their own
Female pitchers strike out sexism to redefi ne W’burg kickball

1.800.696.2000
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New Fron tiersmen pit-
cher Jessica Seibert is 
known for her excellent 
control.
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time — if someone kicks it to 
her, she’s going to catch it,” 
said Mathlete utility player 
Sarah “Plus One” Koniar-
ski. “You don’t want to kick 
it to Adrian unless you want 
to get out.”

Spatzer and other female 
aces, including American 
Blood star Wendy “Push 
Pop” Gallo, Pony Boys roller 
Courtney “The Italian Stal-
lion” Kessler, and the New 
Frontiersmen’s double-bar-
relled threats Jordan “Moun-
taintop” Peak and Jessica 
“All-American” Seibert, are 
highly coveted when teams 
are short players and need to 
add a body to fill out their 
roster.

Seibert, a fifth-year starter, 
has built a reputation as one 
of the best control pitchers in 
the league. She consistently 
throws strikes off the cor-
ners of the plate, releasing 
the ball just before her arm 
touches the mound.

“I try to get as low as possi-
ble,” she said. “If you bounce 
it too much, kickers won’t 
swing.”

Winning pitchers com-
municate with their de-
fense constantly and always 

remain vigilant of runners 
on base and offensive play-
ers’s kicking tendencies — 
even when opponents try to 
psyche them out.

Milk Believe rookie 
pitcher Abi “New Girl” Bock, 
who is 4–0 this year, has reg-
ularly battled hecklers trying 
to take her off her game.

“People from the other 
team sometimes tell me I’m 
a bad pitcher — it’s mean,” 
said the roller, who mixes a 
repertoire of change-ups and 
junk pitches that lead to play-
able ground balls. “I try to 
go right over the plate and 
not make it too bouncy, but 
if you throw a bad pitch it’s 
bad for the other team.”

Male pitchers have come 
to respect female pitchers — 
at least more than they re-
spect their rivals at the plate 
— because well-placed cur-
veballs have a way of rolling 
over gender lines.

“One of the most beauti-
ful feelings I have had in my 
life is striking out a grown 
man in kickball,” said male 
Pirates reliever Zach “Mari-
ano” Shopsin, who often 
closes games for his team’s 
female hurlers.

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

Talk about seeing red!
Republican rookie David Storobin 

won the closest state senate election 
in Brooklyn’s history last week, but 
his risk won’t earn him any financial 
rewards — he’ll be getting a trun-
cated legislative salary that won’t 
even cover a $50,000 personal loan 
he made to his fledgling campaign, 
Albany officials confirmed.

Storobin beat Councilman Lew 
Fidler (D–Marine Park) by 16 votes 
as the race to replace prison-bound 
ex-pol Carl Kruger came to a close 
on May 31. Once he’s sworn into of-
fice this week, he will start earning 
$45,300 in taxpayer dollars through 
December, about $4,700 less than 
the out-of-pocket sum he gave his 
campaign in January. 

He won’t have an opportunity to 
recoup the money over time either. 
Kruger’s old district is poised to dis-

appear in January — meaning that 
Storobin will have the shortest fresh-
man term a healthy person not un-
der indictment has ever had.

But Storobin shrugged off the net 
loss, claiming that winning was worth 
every penny.

“I didn’t do it for the money,” 
Storobin said, who admitted that he 
spent all of the $148,000 he raised 
for the special election.  “The money 
I’ll get paid didn’t play a role in my 
decision to run.”

State senators normally draw an 
annual salary of $79,500, but Sen-
ate Republican spokesman Scott Reif 
said Storobin will only get paid for 
the six months he’s in office.  

Storobin could have collected a 
larger paycheck if his battle with Fi-
dler didn’t drag on for two months 
after the March 20 special election, 
Reif explained.

Albany leaders divvied up Kru-
ger’s old stomping grounds between 

Storobin wins 
but also loses
GOP rookie’s paycheck won’t 
even cover his campaign bills

two borough senators and a new “Su-
per Jewish” seat encompassing Mid-
wood, Borough Park, and Homecrest 
when they redistricted Brooklyn ear-
lier this year — the district Storobin 
is expected to run for next.

Fidler raised more than $335,000 
for the special election and still had 
$87,420 in his campaign account in 
mid-April, according to the state 
Board of Elections.

The seasoned legislator entered 
the race as the presumed frontrun-
ner, but Storobin — the vice presi-
dent of the Kings County Republican 
Party — sent shock waves through 
the borough’s political circles by 
emerging  with a 120-vote lead  on 
election night.

But his margin of victory shrank 

to just three votes after several hun-
dred absentee ballots and affidavits 
were tallied, and both sides contested 
300 additional ballots, delaying the 
outcome even further.

Fidler took a brief 87-vote lead af-
ter most of the remaining ballots were 
counted, but a judge ordered the city to 
count 119 votes that the  veteran law-
maker claimed Storobin’s campaign ob-
tained illegally  — and Storobin jumped 
ahead again by 27 votes.

Storobin ultimately  won by 16 votes 
last Thursday  after the city finished a 
state-mandated hand recount.

Kruger resigned in December 
hours before pleading guilty to ac-
cepting nearly $1 million in bribes. 
He was sentenced to seven years in 
prison least month.

Republican attorney David Storobin claims victory as Brook-
lyn Republican boss Craig Eaton and state Sen. Marty Golden 
stand by his side.
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By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops are searching for 
two sickos who swiped sev-
eral boxes of Mucinex from 
a Greenpoint pharmacy on 
May 15.

The two teenaged perps en-
tered the Rite Aid on Man-
hattan Avenue near Mese-
role Avenue at 5:50 pm and 
perused the cold and flu aisle 

before stuffing several boxes 
of the cold medication into a 
large red gift bag,  according 
to police .

Investigators are trying 
to track down two individ-
uals — both believed to be 
about 18 years old, 5-foot-8, 
and approximately 170 pounds 
— who were captured on sur-
veillance video.

Drug abusers sometimes 

consume Mucinex D as a stim-
ulant or use it an ingredient in 
manufacturing methamphet-
amine, but Greenpoint police 
believe the thieves were plan-
ning to sell the nasal decon-
gestant back to other stores 
for half its price.

There have been several 
reported thefts of the drug in 
Connecticut and Virginia in 
recent months, but few in the 

Two sick criminals
Greenpoint police hunt Mucinex thieves

Police say these two men swiped several boxes of 
Mucinex from a Greenpoint Rite Aid.
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Making a Home for Wildlife
Waste Management is committed to protecting 

the environment and preserving 

natural resources. That 

commitment extends 

to our efforts to restore 

wildlife habitat around 

our facilities nation-

wide. Working with 

the Wildlife Habitat 

Council and local 

conservation groups, 

we have set aside over 

25,000 acres for wildlife at 

100 Waste Management 

sites — including one right 

here in New York City.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Congratulates the 2012 
BROOKLYN

WOMEN OF DISTINCTION!
EXCELLENCE…
DEDICATION…
COMMITMENT…

These special words are reserved for 
these women who have devoted their 

time, energy, and hearts to improve the 
lives of others throughout Brooklyn.

IN CONEY ISLAND

AT THE

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR

GALA EVENT
5:30-9:00 PM

For Information Call: CAROL MAGLUILO

Order Tickets for Family & 
Friends - $75 per person

Includes access to Parking, Aquarium, 
Sea Lion Show, Cocktail Reception, 

desserts/coffee, awards

GALA EVENT, HELD AT THE

Coney Island on June 20, 2012, 5:30–9pm
 Will feature and celebrate some of the 

borough’s outstanding women.

For information call
Carol Magluilo
(718) 260-8319

Email: cmagluilo@cnglocal.com
Name:__________________________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________

Tel:_________________________  Email______________________________________________

Check Enclosed  Quantity  ____   MasterCard   VISA   AMEX

Card #_______________  EXP.______  Sec. Code____

Fax to (718) 260-2579 or Mail: One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Ticket orders must be in no later than Thursday, May 17,2012

For Over 99 Years

SATNICK’S  
FINE JEWELRY  
& WATCHES

187 State Street
(between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421
Open: Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat 11am-5pm
Watch & Jewelry Restoration On Premises!
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FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and 

where New York parents fi nd 
help, info and support.

Great Articles 

A Happening Calendar

Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner. 
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
NYParenting@cnglocal.com

718-260-4554

“I want this one to be a 
colorful kaleidoscope,” he 
said. 

Fruin — who is best known 
for  weaving discarded her-
oin bags into a quilt  — will 
mount the vibrant installa-
tion on the roof of the build-
ing at 20 Jay St., a 12-story 
structure that houses his art 
studio.

The piece will light up at 
dusk for one year and was 
paid for, in part, through a 
grant from the Brooklyn Arts 
Council.

Visitors aren’t allowed in-
side the structure — but there 
will be a stunning view of it 
from the Manhattan Bridge, 
Fruin said.

“There’s beauty in the un-
seen,” he said.

Continued from page 1

TOWER...

The victim said he was 
near N. 11th Stret at 1:40 am 
when the thief pointed his 
gun and took the man’s cash 
and jewelry.

Guitar gone
A jerk smashed the win-

dow of a car parked on Gra-
ham Avenue on May 30 and 
stole a guitar left inside.

The driver said he parked 
his car near Skillman Ave-
nue at 11 pm, but when he 
returned to the spot at 8 am 
the next day, his rear pas-
senger-side window was 
smashed in and his instru-
ment was gone.

Beer run
A thirsty thief stole six 

cans of beer and some cook-
ies from a Manhattan Ave-
nue bodega on May 30.

The clerk told cops he 
saw the man sneak into the 
store’s backyard between Du-
pont and Eagle streets at 5 
am and put the beers in his 
backpack. He confronted the 
thief, who pushed him out of 
the way and fled down Free-
man Street.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Purse tug
A crook helped himself 

to a G train rider’s iPhone 
at the Broadway station on 
May 31.

The victim told police she 
was on the train at 12:05 pm 
when the goon sat down next 
to her, rifled through at her 
pocketbook, and fled from 
the train with her phone.

Gun bully
A gun-wielding teen held 

up a 14-year-old boy on his 
way to school at the steps of 
the Grand Street L train sta-
tion on May 30 and took off 
with his iPod.

The victim told police 
was near Bushwick Avenue 
at 7:45 am when the thief 
grabbed his headphones and 
snarled, “Give me your iP-
hone!” 

The boy didn’t have one 
and the fiend pulled out a 
black handgun. 

“Then give me what you 
got and don’t tell anyone be-
cause I’ll get people to beat 
you up,” the perp said, ac-
cording to police reports. 
“I’ve been in jail before,” 

The boy handed over 
his headphones and iPod, 
and before f leeing, the 
crook asked, “What’s your 
code?”

Shot at home
Two crooks tried to rob a 

man inside his Devoe Street 
apartment on May 29 and shot 

The victim told police he 
was near S. First Street at 
4:10 am when the group ap-
proached him, punched him 
in his face, and struck him 
with their belts.

Wallet punch
Two thieves punched a 

man in his head and stole 
his wallet on June 1 at Har-
rison Place.

The victim said he was 
entering the Morgan Ave-
nue L train station at 1:30 
pm when the assailants ap-
proached him. One punched 
him in the right side of his 
face, he told police. Then, the 
second thief pulled the vic-
tim’s wallet out of his pocket 
and both fled.

— Aaron Short

him, cops said.
The victim told police 

that the pair knocked on 
his door near Judge Street 
at 10:30 pm. When he an-
swered the door, one pulled 
out a gun and shouted “Get 
the f--- down!”

The victim tried to wres-
tle the gun away from the 
thug, who fired it in the tu-
mult, and struck the victim’s 
shoulder, he told cops.

Police arrested one sus-
pect and are searching for 
his partner.

iThreat
A crook punched a man 

and stole his iPhone on Va-
ret Street on May 28.

The victim was near Hum-
boldt Street at 9:50 pm when 
the thief approached him and 
said, “Give me that!” He then 
punched the man’s face, tack-
led him, and took his phone, 
the victim told cops.

The victim gave chase, but 
the thief pulled out a knife.  

Four-on-one
Four thugs beat up a 

20-year-old man on Roebling 
Street in the early morning 
of May 28.

Continued from page 4

BLOTTER...

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

Amateur shutterbug Abe 
Feinstein spent 50 years im-
mortalizing the changing face 
of the People’s Playground 
— from gritty amusement 
district to glitzy fun zone — 
and now the retired camera 
salesman is ready for his own 
close-up: the Coney Island 
History Project is showcasing 
the 83-year-old’s work. 

The exhibit, titled “Abe 
Feinstein: 50 Years of Co-
ney Island Photography,” has 
opened to rave reviews at the 
W. 12th Street gallery as on-
lookers enjoy classic shots 
of the now-vanished Cav-
alcade Skooter, the Animal 

Nursery, Ravenhall, Faber’s 
Sportland, and the World of 
Wax. There’s also a cool pic-
ture of a group of young boys 
chasing Muhammad Ali in 
his limo past the Thunder-
bolt Roller Coaster.

Feinstein began snapping 
pictures of the People’s Play-
ground after moving to the 
waterfront neighborhood 
from Bedford-Stuyvesant in 
1962. He documented the pol-
itics, atrophy, and urban re-
newal that shaped Coney’s 
fate with the skilled eye of 
a photojournalist and arche-
ologist, but stored his prized 
photographs in a closet of his 
Luna Park home as his port-
folio grew. 

Charles Denson, the exec-
utive director of the history 
project who convinced Fein-
stein to exhibit his work, says 
the lensman has managed to 
capture Coney at its authen-
tic best and worst.

“The pictures are like a 
time machine,” he said.

Feinstein said he never 
sought the spotlight, but he 
isn’t complaining now that 
it’s here.

“A little recognition can’t 
hurt,” he added. “I’m glad 
I’m being honored.”

The photog said he misses 
the long-gone attractions, such 
as Steeplechase Park, but he 
now enjoys photographing  the 
new Boardwalk businesses  

that replaced old-school shops 
as part of the honky-tonk ar-
ea’s transformation into an up-
scale, year-round tourist des-
tination.

Feinstein says he’ll con-
tinue capturing Coney’s pres-
ent for future generations.

“I’m never going to stop 
taking pictures until the very 
end, which I hope won’t be for 
a very long time,” he said.

“Abe Feinstein: 50 Years 
of Coney Island Photogra-
phy,” at the Coney Island 
History Project [3059 W. 
12th St. between Bowery 
Street and the Boardwalk 
in Coney Island, (347) 702-
8553, coneyislandhistory.
org]. Free, through July 1.

50 years of Coney snapshots

Abe Feinstein, an 83-year-old shutterbug, has 
been photographing the People’s Playground 
since 1962. His photos are on display this month at 
the Coney Island History Project.
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Lit on point
A critically acclaimed author inspired by 

Greenpoint’s rough beauty and industrial charm 
will discuss her latest novel — an ode to the neigh-
borhood, set in the concrete garden itself.

Writer Kate Christensen, whose novel “The 
Astral” is set in Greenpoint’s 
storied Astral Apartments, 
will speak about the differ-
ence between writing fic-
tion and non-fiction with fel-
low Brooklyn-loving writer 
Jami Attenberg, whose book 
“The Middlesteins” is due 
out in October. 

Christensen, a PEN 
Faulkner Award-winner, said the novel was pro-
voked by two decades living in Brooklyn.

“There is an endless supply of great, vital, 
fascinating stories in Brooklyn,” she said via 
e-mail. “Everyone seems to have at least one, 
possibly 20.”

Her story follows a poet with an undeniably 
awesome name — Harry Quirk — in the af-
termath of an explosive breakup as he wanders 
the streets, into bars and alleyways.

“[The book] couldn’t have been set any-
where else on earth,” Christensen said.

Kate Christensen at Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. at S. Portland Avenue, 
(718) 246–0200.] June 14, 7:30 pm. 
 — Natalie O’Neill

B O O KS

Brooklyn is getting a new dance festival 
that will help showcase some of the borough’s 
unestablished talent.

The quaint town of Manhattan has long domi-
nated the dance scene, but with the first ever Brook-
lyn Dance Festival, the professional movement 
scene will get a bona 
fide local showcase in 
the borough of kings.

“I think the dance 
scene in Brooklyn is 
growing, with BAM in-
creasing in that area and 
Mark Morris,” said Ta-
mia Santana, the execu-
tive director and founder 
of the modern, jazz, con-
temporary, and African dance festival. “It’s been 
really experimental and street based, but it’s get-
ting more established.”

The two-day festival will act as a showcase 
of local talent, giving seven dance groups the 
stage and hopefully a chance for greater expo-
sure, including Brooklyn outfits such as the Ja-
mal Jackson and DeMa dance companies.

The Brooklyn Dance Festival at the 
Schermerhorn Theater [160 Schermerhorn St. 
between Hoyt and Smith streets. (718) 313–
8037]. June 16 at 8 pm and June 17 at 2 pm. 
$25. — Eli Rosenberg

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

H
e’s called himself Black Elvis — 
now he’s dubbed himself the King 
of New York. 

Nineties hip-hop legend Kool Keith 
Thornton is known for going by differ-
ent names, and now, on what he claims is 
his last album, he’s given himself the sta-
tus of royalty — but this time it’s no pen 
name, he says. He’s going to prove once 
and for all he’s the city’s only royal rap-
per — to an audience at Brooklyn Bowl 
in Williamsburg on June 14.

“I am the King of New York,” the 
Bronx-born 48-year-old rapper said. “I 
walk around New York, I rap around New 
York, I write about New York.”

On the King’s latest offering of rap 
music, “New York” is one of the album’s 
featured songs — the music video shows 
the sides of the city Keith says most peo-
ple don’t film: strip 
clubs, chop shops, 
and Flatbush Ave-
nue Extension.

“I show New York 
from a rat’s point of 
view,” Keith said. “I 
show the outskirts, 
I keep it raw.”

Keeping it raw 
is what hip-hop is all about, according 
to Keith, who redefined the genre in the 
late eighties with his crew, the Ultramag-
netic MCs, and pushed its boundaries even 
further in his 18 albums as a solo artist 
— and it’s what modern rappers fail to 
do, he says.

“We got too many cartoon characters 
these days, these guys walking around 
with Donald Duck on their shirts, and 
skinny jeans, and green glasses,” Keith 
complained. 

But that doesn’t mean he’s naming any 
names. “Cartoon characters don’t deserve 
to be mentioned.”

Not only does the self-proclaimed in-
ventor of “horrorcore” — a style of rap 
based around bizarre B-movie themes — 
say rappers are not serious enough, he cri-

tiques contemporary hip-hop as being de-
rivative, redundant, and juvenile.

“The songs are all chorus, just a re-
peated lyric all the time. Like ‘hamburger, 

hamburger, hamburger.’ That sh-- is like 
first grade,” he said.

That’s why the emcee is taking a break 
from rapping about remote-controlled alli-
gators and being born on Jupiter, and instead 
mounting an attack on the state of hip hop on 
his latest release, “Love and Danger.”

On “Vacation Spot,” he accuses rappers 
of acting like giant monkeys and calls rap 
“dog doo,” on “Supremacy,” he depicts in-
dustry executives as manipulative racist 
white men, and on the final track, “Good-
bye Rap,” he ridicules new rappers and 
deejays and says, “I quit rap — I threw 
hip-hop in the garbage.”

Keith says he’s dead serious about end-
ing his almost three-decade long career 
as an emcee.

“I’ll make beats, but I’m not going to 
record any more,” Keith said, citing the 
lack of competition needed to keep him-
self creative. He added that he’s not sure 
if he’ll ever tour again — meaning that 
his appearance at Brooklyn Bowl on June 
14 could be one of your last chances to 
ever catch him live in Brooklyn. 

Even though he references the Brook-
lyn Bridge and Junior’s Restaurant on the 
song, “New York,” and tells the listener 
“you can call me BK,” Keith says he hasn’t 
much performed in New York’s most pop-
ulous borough. 

Still, he says he’s looking forward 
to taking the stage at the Williamsburg 
venue.

“It should be good, they got the bowling 
alley and everything,” Keith said.

On the move
DA N C E

Stayin’ alive
Who said roller disco was dead?
The old-school dance parties are making a 

hit comeback this summer at the DeKalb Mar-
ket’s Down & Derby Roller Disco, where fans 
in tube socks and neon tank tops are lacing up 

their four-wheelers for a 
roll down memory lane 
on a makeshift outdoor 
skating rink.

The disco’s founder 
Vince Masi said his par-
ties prove the 70s-era 
phenomenon is stayin’ 
alive.

“I wanted to bring 
it back,” said Masi, a 
former Greenpoint res-

ident who launched his disco at the market on 
Flatbush Avenue Extension at Willoughby Street 
in May. “It’s still a very do-it-yourself party and 
the DeKalb Market is a very DIY venue.”

Last month’s event drew hundreds of peo-
ple who crowded a small plywood dance floor 
ringed by vendors selling food and beer.

The company rents out 300 pairs of quad skates, 
but encourages revelers to bring their own.

Masi started throwing roller disco parties 
at the former Studio B on Banker Street in 
Greenpoint in 2006, but stopped after the club 
shut down in 2009. He continued the trend in 
Los Angeles, Denver and other cities before 
returning to Brooklyn this year.

Down & Derby Roller Disco at the DeKalb 
Market [138 Willoughby St. at Flatbush Av-
enue Extension, (412) 613–4707] June 15, July 
20, Aug. 17 and Sept. 21 at 6 pm. $10 ($5 in 
advance).  — Daniel Bush

D I S C O

Kool Keith’s world
Formerly Dr. Octagon, Dr. Dooom, emcee is now ‘King’

Still kool: Nineties hip-hop legend Kool Keith comes to Brooklyn Bowl in Williamsburg on June 14 before reuniting with 
his old crew, the Ultramagnetic MCs, at Music Hall of Williamsburg on July 17 as part of the Northside Festival.

Unlike “Paradise Lost” and 
“Ulysses,” “Liquid Swords” is 
one classic you’ll be on your feet 
through the whole thing — and 
you’re likely to want more. 

The decision of the Wu Tang 
Clan’s spiritual leader to per-
form his 1995 masterpiece in its 
entirety comes out of a grow-
ing recognition of hip-hop’s in-
tellectual credibility according 
to Mahbod Moghadam, one of 
the founders of rapgenius.com, 
a site committed to analyzing 
hip-hop as genuine art — and 
its headquarters is on Kent Ave-
nue, just a few blocks from mu-
sic hall of Williamsburg.

“Everyone right now is get-
ting into the academic work of 
analyzing rap lyrics as poetry,” 
says Mahbod Moghadam, him-
self a rapper. “It’s not just en-

tertainment, it’s literature. The 
only difference is it’s something 
people care about.”

Moghadam points out GZA’s 

references to everything from 
hip-hop history to the Bible (or 
B.I.B.L.E.) to Brooklyn streets 
to the Wu’s own discography as 

evidence of the depth and intelli-
gence of “Liquid Swords,” which 
is considered one of the greatest 
albums — of any genre. 

“Everything that Wu Tang 
has ever put out is lyrically so-
phisticated, but ‘Liquid Swords’ 
is at a whole other level,” Mogh-
adam says. “It’s foundational, 
it’s one of the most classic rap 
albums in history.”

And Moghadam believes 
Music Hall of Williamsburg is 
perfect for appreciating GZA’s 
gifts.

“It’s a great venue for hip-
hop because acoustics are such 
that you can actually hear the 
lyrics, as opposed to other ven-
ues,” Moghadam says. 

All the better to benefit from 
the Genius’s research — feel the 
joy and the hurt. 

GZA at Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg [66 North Sixth St. 
between Kent and Wythe av-
enues. (718) 486–5400. www.
musichallofwilliamsburg.com] 
June 14, 11 pm. $34.75. 

 — Will Bredderman

The ‘Swords’ is mightier
Wu Tang Clan’s lyrical leader GZA will take students 
of rap on a crash-course of a classic.

The Genius: GZA will perform the entirety of his “Liquid 
Swords” album at Music Hall of Williamsburg on June 14.
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Kool Keith at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave., between North 11th and 
North 12th streets in Williamsburg. 
(718) 963–3369. www.brooklynbowl.
com] June 14, 6 pm. $12.

M U S I C

Since 1985

S T E A K H OU S E

GREAT STEAKS
GREAT VALUE

Open 7 Days for Lunch, Dinner, & Private Parties

9519 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge

(Between 95th & 96th Streets)

718-745-3700
www.EmbersBayRidge.com

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE & 
WOOD-FIRED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

(La Pizza di Napoli)

Daily specials featuring traditional 
wine & handcrafted pizza & pasta

WE DELIVER
Open 6 days a week for dinner. Closed Mondays.

552 COURT STREET 
(between W. 9th & Garnet Streets)

718-875-1384
www.lunarossabrooklyn.com

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.Custom Framing

Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

Bodies in motion: 
The first Brooklyn 
Dance festival is 
coming to the 
S c h e r m e r h o r n 
Theater on June 
16 and 17.
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THE MAGIC FLUTE: See Mozart’s clas-
sic opera with a 38-piece orchestra. 
3 pm. Regina Hall [1210 65th St. at 
12th Avenue in Dyker Heights, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaopera.org. 

ART EXHIBIT KICK-OFF: NYCATA/
UFT Artist Teacher Exhibition. Free. 
3:30 pm. Callahan Center Gallery, 
718-489–5272, www.sfc.edu. 

WORKSHOP, TEQUILA SUNRISE: 
Join bartenders Mike Mikos and 
Wil Petre for a hands on cocktailing 
class on tequila, which they promise 
is good for more than just shots. 
$45. 5 pm. Sycamore [1118 Cor-
telyou Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Ditmas Park, 
(347) 240–5850], www.sycamore-

brooklyn.com. 
CONCERT, MOS DEF AND THE 

BROOKLYN PHILHARMONIC!: 
Yasiin Bey (Mos Def) joins the 
Brooklyn Philharmonic in a celebra-
tion of Lena Horne and other musi-
cians from Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
Free. 8 pm. Bedford Restoration 
Plaza [1368 Fulton St. in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (646) 397–2765]. 

SUN, JUNE 10
THEATER, “HE SAID, SHE SAID” 

AND “THE INTERVIEW”: A collec-
tion of short plays by Alan Magill 
and Janet Kwassman. Free. 2:30 

FRI, JUNE 8
MUSIC, JUNE JAZZ AND A TASTE 

OF BARBADOS: Johnson Hall at St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church in Clinton 
Hill will fi ll with the sounds of jazz and 
the aroma of food on the fi rst Friday 
in June. That evening, June Jazz at 
St. Mary’s is proud to host The Danny 
Mixon Jazz Ensemble combined with 
“A Taste of Barbados” on June 8, be-
ginning at 7:00 p.m. with music begin-
ning shortly after 8:00 p.m. $25. 7 pm. 
Johnson hall - St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church [230 Classon Ave. in Clinton 
Hill, (718) 638–2090]. 

MUSIC, JESSICA JONES AND 
MARK TAYLOR QUARTET CEL-
EBRATE RELEASE OF “LIVE AT 
THE FREIGHT” AT BROOKLYN 
FRIENDS SCHOOL: Join tenor sax-
ophonist Jessica Jones and French 
horn player Mark Taylor as they 
celebrate the release of their new 
album. $15, $10 for kids. 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Friends School [375 Pearl 
St. in Downtown, (718) 852–1029], 
www.brooklynfriends.org. 

DANCE, NINETIES NOCTURNE: Nos-
talgia for everyone’s new favorite de-
cade comes on full force at this party 
celebrating the naive decade. Free. 
9 pm. Legion Bar [790 Metropolitan 
Ave. in Williamsburg, (718) 387–3797]. 

SAT, JUNE 9

SALES AND MARKETS
TAG SALE: New and used items (Rain 

dates, 6/3 and 6/10). Free. 9 am –5 
pm. Cadman Towers Bld. (101 Clark 
St. between Henry Street and Cad-
man Pl. W. in Brooklyn Heights). 

BOOK AND DVD SALE: Help the 
Friends of Clinton Hill raise funds 
to benefi t programs the library 
branch. There will be family activi-
ties, books, DVD, VH and CD’s on 
sale. Free. 10 am–4 pm. Clinton Hill 
Library [380 Washington Ave. at 
Lafayette Ave. in Clinton Hill, (718) 
398–8713], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

OTHER
ART, SONYA STUDIO STROLL: Artists 

of 35 Claver Place: The Artists of 35 
Claver Place will open their studios to 
the general public as part of the 2012 
SONYA Stroll. Beginning in 2005, the 
residents here have participated in 
the annual SONYA Studio Stroll. South 
Of the Navy Yard Artists (SONYA) 
is a non-profi t organization of visual 
artists living, creating, and/or exhibit-
ing in the Ft. Greene, Clinton Hill, 
Wallabout, and Bedford Stuyvesant 
neighborhoods of Brooklyn. Free. 12 
pm – 6 pm. 35 Claver Place (35 Claver 
Pl.), www.35claver.com. 

ART, BROOKLYN WATERFRONT 
ARTISTS COALITION PRESENTS 
“CELEBRATE”: Join the Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists’ Coalition for 
their 20th year anniversary at the 
pier exhibition space. 1 pm. Brook-
lyn Waterfront Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St., near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org.

pm. Kings Highway Library [Ocean 
Avenue and Kings Highway in Mid-
wood, (718) 375–3037]. 

CONCERT, WAYNE TUCKER PER-
FORMS ON TRUMPET: Wayne 
Tucker performs on trumpet. Free. 
3:00 pm. The Pier [499 Van Brunt 
St. in Gowanus, (718) 596–2506/7]. 
www.BWAC.org. 

MUSIC, OMNI ENSEMBLE: Gala 
concert featuring David Amram 
on fl utes and horns. Refreshments 
served; followed by concert. $40 
($70 per couple; $25 for students). 6 
pm. Outdoor concert [690 E. 18th St. 
between Glenwood Road and Fos-
ter Avenue in Flatbush, (718) 859–
9439], www.omniensemble.org. 

STREET FESTIVAL: Sponsored by Kings 
Bay Y. Free. 11 am–3 pm. [Nostrand 
Avenue between Avenue U and 
Avenue V in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
648–7703], www.kingsbayy.org. 

FOLK DANCING: Presented by the 
Polish American Folk Dance Com-
pany. $15 ($10 children, students 
and seniors). 3 pm. Warsaw Polish 
National Home [261 Driggs Ave. 
and Eckford Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 907–6199], www.pafdc.org. 

NAOKO STOOP: The author reads from 
the latest children’s selection “Red 
Knit Cap Girl.” RSVP required. Free. 
4–5 pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 Main 
St. at Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666–3049], www.powerhousearena.
com. 

MON, JUNE 11
GEC’S 2ND GOLF OUTING: The Guild 

for Exceptional Children (GEC) will 
host their second Golf Outing. The 
event will be held at Marine Park Golf 
Course. Bartolo A. Allegretti, Sr. Vice 
President/Treasurer of Bayside Fuel 
Oil Depot Corporation is the Event 
Chairperson. Over 100 golfers are 
expected to attend. Registration & 
BBQ will take place at 11 a.m., fol-
lowed by a 1 p.m. Shot Gun Start. Din-
ner and Award Ceremony will begin 
at 6 p.m. Prizes will be awarded for 
Team Low Gross, Longest Drive, and 
Closest to the Pin; there will also be a 
Putting Contest. 11 am. Marine Park 
Golf Course [2880 Flatbush Ave., (718) 
833–6633 x 228]. 

FILM, STUDENT FILM FESTIVAL: 
Cobble Hill Cinemas. $7. 4 pm. 
Cobble Hill Cinema [265 Court St. 
between Butler & Douglass streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 596-9113], 
www.cobblehilltheatre.com . 

GROUP, BARBERSHOP CHORUS: 
For women, rehearsals are weekly. 
If you love to sing, please join 
the group. In Bay Ridge. Free. 
7:30–10 pm. Call for location, (917) 
836–4304. 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
June 9

Caesar of 
Fort Greene
I was born free as 
Borough President 
Markowitz, and so 
were you. We both 
have fed as well, and 
we can both endure 
the winter’s cold as 
well as he. But can we 
read Shakespeare as 
well as the beep? 
Reading from a chil-
dren’s version of 
Shakespeare’s great-
est hits (a selection of 
the bard’s rated G 
stuff), the prez will 
make an appearance 
at Greenlight Book-
store.

11 am at Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
(718) 246–0200]. Free.

SUNDAY
June 10

Animated 
GIFs
Know what a hash 
tag means? Are Lol-
cats and pixelated 
images as familiar to 
you as water color 
paintings or art deco 
posters? There’s a 
new way of commu-
nicating and 
expressing ourselves 
and it’s not so easy 
to say what defines 
it all — Vegan Pizza 
Party is a great place 
to start, featuring 
some of the biggest 
names in new media 
art.

1 pm–6 pm at the Active 
Space. (566 Johnson 
Ave., at Stewart Avenue. 
www.566john-sonave.
com) Free.

MONDAY
June 11

Karaoke 
stories
First they’ll tell you 
about their guilty 
pleasures, then 
they’ll sing about 
them. These writers, 
stand-up comedians, 
and actors have each 
chosen a song to 
sing karaoke style to 
go along with a per-
formance of a story 
they’ll tell based on 
the theme of the 
night, guilty plea-
sures. The evening 
will feature comedi-
ans David Hill and 
Kevin Allison.

7:30 pm at Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
(718) 638–4400. www.
unionhallny.com]. $5.

TUESDAY
June 12

Biblical 
hipsters
It’s an indie worship 
rock band! The 
Walking Tree, who 
aren’t afraid to admit 
“I need You oh 
God,” and sound like 
astronaut rockers 
marching on Mars, 
are headlining at the 
Knitting Factory, 
playing alongside 
other Long Island 
based indie bands, 
Gabriel The Marine 
and NGHBR. 

7 pm at the Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave., (347) 529–6696. bk.
knittingfactory.com) $10–
$12.

THURSDAY
June 14

Texan 
wasteland
This film will take you 
to strange places — 
not just Austin, Texas. 
Rooftop films pres-
ents David and 
Nathan Zellner’s “Kid-
Thing,” about a 
bored 10-year-old 
daughter of a goat 
farmer who wanders 
Austin, playing with 
firecrackers and 
scratching old lotto 
tickets, until she finds 
a woman trapped in a 
hole in the forest — 
her new friend.

8 pm at Automotive 
High School (50 Bedford 
Ave. at North 13th 
Street. www.rooftop-
films.com) $12.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10

TUES, JUNE 12
Community Board 1 meeting. Full 
board meeting. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Swingin’ Sixties Senior Center [211 
Ainslie St. at Manhattan Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 389-0009]. 

WED, JUNE 13
Community Board 6 meeting. To 
discuss issues in Park Slope, Carroll 
Gardens, Red Hook and other 
neighborhoods. Free. 6:30 pm. 
John Jay High School building [237 
Seventh Ave. in Park Slope, (718) 
643-3027], www.brooklyncb6.org. 

Community Education Council 
District 20. Monthly meeting, 
appointment of Lisa Sarnicola, 
Principal PS 506. 7 pm. PS 176 
[1225 69th St. at 12th Avenue in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 759–3921], 
www.cec20.org. 

THURS, JUNE 14
Community Board 8. Monthly 
meeting. 7 pm. Berean Missionary 
Baptist Church [1635 Bergen St. at 
Rochester Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 46-5574], www.
brooklyncb8.org.

CIVIC CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail Calendar@cnglocal.com
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BrooklynPaper.com/Events
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Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 

HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 

MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 

Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 

Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 

Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

Come to the Conservatory this summer! 
58 Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217

Register your child now 
for a fun and fulfilling summer 

of music!

• PRIVATE INSTRUCTION
Children 6 years old and up develop their love 
of music with instrumental and voice lessons. 

• WORLD DRUMMING FOR KIDS
Children ages 6 to 9 explore the world as they 
discover the rhythms and traditions of many 
cultures.

• JUNIOR ROCK WEEK
Students ages 7 to 11 play with seasoned 
professionals in a week of fun learning 
and rocking.

• MUSIC ADVENTURES FESTIVAL
Children ages 18 months to 4 years experience 
an exciting week of singing, dancing, instrument 
playing, and learning about music.

• MUSICWORKS WEEKEND
Kids and families discover the joy of music in 
workshops like Inside the Band, Songbuilding, 
Storyhearing, Music at the Movies, and more!

For tuition and 

financial aid details 

call the Registrar at

718.622.3300.

www.bqcm.org

RegisterToday!

Summer Programs for Kids
July 9 to August 24

Made-up opera: The Gilbert and Sullivan Light Opera Compa-
ny’s (from left to right) Valerie Grehan (Peep-Bo), Caitlin Dono-
van (Yum-Yum), and Devon Huhn (Pitti-Sing) are the tree maids in 
“The Mikado,” a comic opera set in Japan, which has endured as 
the most popular of “Savoy Operas,” playing on June 16 at the St. 
Ephrem Auditorium in the Fort Hamilton area.

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552
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GO: a community-curated 
open studio project

Media sponsor

Sponsored by

Are you a Brooklyn-based artist?  
Register your studio by June 29.
www.gobrooklynart.org

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

B
rooklyn’s newest pool was once a 
beautiful relic.

Artist Gina Pollack broke into 
the dilapidated McCarren Park Pool in 
fall 2009, just before the city plunged 
$50-million into converting the con-
crete structure into a state-of-the-art 
recreation center, and snapped images 
of the decaying pool at sunset.

Her new work, “Where They Swam: 
Other Relics” will be on display for 
a month at Greenpoint Avenue’s The 
One Well gallery starting this week-
end, three weeks before the pool opens 
to the public.

She’d never been inside the pool for 
the temporary McCarren Pool Party 
concert series, but had passed by the 
site every day and thought the archi-
tecture was beautiful.

“I was most interested in the way the 
surfaces had reacted to being left there 
for so long, especially the surface of 
the pool,” she said. “It was painted an 
aquamarine color, cracked, and dete-
riorated. There was a puddle that re-

sulted from the rainwater and there were 
random objects floating in there. The 
way that the red and blue colors reacted 
in the lighting, during the sunset, are 
pretty amazing.”

Pollack, a lap swimmer, can’t wait 
to jump into the new pool this sum-
mer. She hopes it becomes a neigh-
borhood destination.

Dry side of the deep end
Artist’s photos of McCarren Pool in disrepair

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

P
ark Slope’s salon-themed 
bar is getting even more 
girly.

Beauty Bar in Park Slope 
— which features manicures 
while you drink — is show-
casing a new cabaret-style 
burlesque night that lets some 
ladies glam it up while oth-
ers strip on down.

The campy-cool nightlife 
spot is offering a new vari-
ety show that includes sword 
swallowers, stand up bass-
ists, and sultry crooners.

“I want it to feel like a 
throwback to an old TV spe-
cial,” said co-host Dulce De-

Leche. “It’s good, quality en-
tertainment.”

The new monthly show 
features live music from 
Jessy Carolina of the jazz 
band  The Hot Mess , a dance 
number from voluptuous 
showbiz goddess  Perle Noire , 
and a raffle with prizes.

Bar-goers can also order 
 salon-themed drinks  such as 
the “Paul Mitchell Swiz-
zle,” a vodka, grenadine, 
and mint concoction with 
crushed ice, or the “Felli-
ni’s Dream,” a mix of egg 
white, lemon, rhubarb aperi-
tivo, bitters, bourbon, simple 
syrup, absinthe rinse, and a 
lemon wedge, for $10. 

“It’s all about glamour, 
live music, and that old time 
vibe,” DeLeche said.

The parlor party
Beauty Bar hosts free burlesque show

BK Cabaret at Beauty 
Bar [259 Fifth Ave. at 
Garfi eld Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 788–8867, 
www.beautybar.com]. 
June 14, 10 pm. Free.

CULTURE

“Where They Swam: Other Relics” 
by Gina Pollack at the One Well [165 
Greenpoint Ave., between Manhat-
tan Avenue and McGuinness Boule-
vard in Greenpoint (347) 889–6792. 
www.theonewell.com] Opens June 
8, 7–10 pm.

A R T

McCarren relic: Gina Pollack’s photos of a deteriorating McCarren 
Pool, just before its $50-million renovation began, will be on display at 
Greenpoint’s The One Well gallery.

Hair she is!: Pandora sits 
in one of Beauty Bar’s 
signature chairs, where 
patrons can get mani-
cures while they drink.

APPETIZER
Soup Du Jour

Fresh Fruit Plate
Eggplant Rolletini
French Onion Soup
Pasta Of The Day
Fried Calamari
Seafood Salad

Stuffed Mushrooms
Cilegine

House Salad
Zuppa De Mussels 

Grand Caesar Salad 
Shrimp Cocktail $5 Extra

Baked Clams $5 Extra

DESSERTS
Brownie

Cheesecake
Apple Strudel

Chocolate Mousse
Vanilla Ice Cream
Vanilla Ice Cream

Sherbert
Fresh Fruit 

Coffee or Tea

ENTRÉES
Roast Loin Of Pork 

With Baconkraut And 
Bass Ale Gravy 

Chicken Francaise
Veal Marsala 

Grilled Pork Chop
Marinated Sliced Flank Steak

Broiled Tilapia Oreganata
Rigatoni Broccoli Rabe

Penne Ala Vodka
Vegetable Lasagna
Linguini Primavera 
Lasagna Bolognese
Seafood Linguini

All Entrees served with Potato or Rice & Vegetable Garni

PREMIUM DINNER MENU
ENTRÉESAPPETIZER

Soup Du Jour
Fresh Fruit Plate
Pasta Of The Day

French Onion Soup
Seafood Salad

Zuppa De Mussels 
Eggplant Rolletini

Stuffed Mushrooms
Cilegine

Fried Calamari
Grand Caesar Salad 

House Salad
Shrimp Cocktail

Baked Clams

Filet Of Sole
JR Seafood Platter

Sautéed Shrimp
Salmon Filet

RJ Mixed Grill
Boneless 14oz. Shell Steak

Filet Mignon - Add $5
Twin Lobster Tails - Add $5

Surf N’ Turf - Add $5

Rack Of Lamb 
For Two

Chateaubriand 
For Two

Seafood Festival 
For Two

$3500
Plus Tax and Gratuity

$3500 $6800
Plus Tax and Gratuity

$6800

DESSERTS
Peach Melba  Crème Brulee  Brownie Overload  Ice Cream Banana Sundae

Apple Strudel Ala Mode  Fresh Fruit Plate  Whipped Chocolate Mousse  Cheesecake 
Chocolate Musse Pie  Chocolate Mousse Cheesecake  Ice Cream Or Sherbet  Tiramisu

Coffee Or Tea

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

LIVE MUSIC

KARAOKE

Thursday, June 7 - Max From Out Of The Blue 
- 7:30 pm

Friday, June 8 - Marc & The Gnats - 9 pm
Saturday, June 9 - The Groove - 10 pm

Sunday, June 10 - Martin McQuade Show 
- 6 pm - 9 pm

NOW 
ACCEPTING 

RESERVATIONS 
for 

Father’s Day
BRUNCH 

from 11 am - 2 pm 
and 

DINNER 
from 2 pm on 

Sunday, June 17

718-989-8952 GREENHOUSE CAFE 7717 3rd

PREMIUM DINNER MENU

COMPLETE DINNER MENUCOMPLETE DINNER MENU

$2500
Plus Tax and Gratuity

$2500
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84 7th Ave. in Park Slope 
(Between Union St. & Berkeley Pl.)

718-623-2767
www.farosny.com

Father’s Day Menu 
Saturday, June 16th, 2012
Sunday, June 17th, 2012
Prix Fixe $50.00 per person

Appetizers (choice of)
H o r i a t i k i

Vine Tomatoes, Feta, Cucumber, Red Onions, Peppers, Greek Olives, 
Oregano and Extra Virgin Olive Oil

M i d i a   A h n i s t a
Mussels in Sautéed Fresh Tomatoes, Feta Cheese and splash of White Wine

L o u k a n i k o   K a i   H a l l o u m i
Pork Sausage with Lemon Oregano Sauce and Grilled Cheese

C a l a m a r a k i a   T i g a n i t a
Crispy Calamari with Spicy Tomato Sauce

A f r o d i t i
Mixed Greens, Halloumi Cheese, Figs, Thyme, Pomegranate with a Light Vinaigrette

Main Course (choice of)
L a v r a k i

Grilled Whole Mediterranean Sea Bass with Herbs, Lemon & Extra Virgin Olive Oil

M o u s a k a s   L a h a n i k o n
Layers of Potato with Eggplant, Zucchini and Béchamel Sauce  

G a r i d e s   S k a r a s
Grilled Shrimps over Rice Pilaf 

A r n i   P s i t o
Roasted Spring lamb with potatoes 

G r i l l e d   F r e e   R a n g e  C h i c k e n   
 Charcoal grill half free range Chicken with rice

Dessert
Karidopita, Coffee, Tea

Bottle of Wine per 2 Adults

Kids Menu Available - $10.00 per person

“So happy we tried Faros!” 
“The service was friendly and accommodating; the atmosphere
was clean and open;Most of all, the food was PHENOMENAL!”

— Yelp reviewer, Dec. 2011

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Brooklyn Inn [138 Bergen St., at Hoyt Street in Boerum Hill, (718) 522–
2525]. Open Mon–Fri, 4 pm–4 am. Sat, Sun, 2 pm–4 am.

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

I
n Russia they eat brunch, too.

Bushwick restaurateur Yury 
Maze is bringing a taste of Brigh-

ton Beach to Wyckoff Avenue with 
his new cafe, Mazelle, but leave 
your nightclub attire at home. In-
stead, cozy up to the dimly lit 
bar and snack on borscht, a plate 
of Moscow salami with dark rye 
bread slices, and Caliente — a 
mix of mango juice, tequila, and 
hot sauce. 

“I want to introduce people to 

the cuisine that I grew up with 
and I felt it was the right time for 
it,” said Maze. “I want people to 
come here and have great drinks 
and have a good time.”

Maze found the corner storefront 
in November after the tex-mex chain 

Buffalo Cantina went out of busi-
ness. He snapped the space up in 
three days, removing layers of black 
epoxy and linoleum from the floor 
to reveal the original tile work, and 
adding factory lights with mercury 
glass above the bar, resulting in a 
warm industrial look.

The restaurant fits in well with 
other neighborhood hot spots, such 
as Bodega Bar, Pearl Billy Social 
Club, and Northeast Kingdom.

But the food is very different.
Maze and his do-it-yourself 

comrades pickle beets, cabbage, 
onions, asparagus, eggs, and cu-

cumbers in-house, infuse their own 
whiskey, vodka, and tequila, and 
enthusiastically put caviar in prac-
tically everything except the cock-

tails. Even their version of scotch 
eggs comes with an elegant and sa-
vory touch of paddlefish caviar — 
Maze’s favorite dish.

By Sarah Zorn
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
here’s new hope for Bay 
Ridge locals nostal-
gic for the sight 

of hanging salamis, 
imported olive oil, 
and giant wheels of 
parmigiano reggiano 
cheese.

A.L. Coluccio, an 
Italian grocery store and 
salumeria, will open on 8613 
Third Ave. this August — 
a first-time solo venture 
for Louis Coluccio of the 
famed D. Coluccio and Sons 
in Bensonhurst.

“My grandfather and 
father opened D. Coluccio 
and Sons 50 years ago this 
fall,” he said. “I became in-
spired by their courage and 
entrepreneurial spirit, and 
wanted to experience the 
same joy and excitement 
they felt.”

Bay Ridge residents will 
have plenty to celebrate as 
well — Coluccio plans to 
keep the same signature prod-
ucts and commitment to qual-
ity his family store is known 
for, as well as bolster appeal 
to a new generation with a few 
contemporary twists.

That means the ability to 
sip cappuccinos and espres-
sos in a small café up front 
— or take out a variety of 
prepared foods from chef Mi-
chael Kogan, of the nearby 
Owl’s Head wine bar. 

“We’ve been going over a 
menu of Italian American fa-
vorites that I love and grew up 
with, which Michael will put a 
great modern spin on,” Coluc-

cio said. “Everything will be 
seasonal and clean and simple, 
from our roasted chicken to our 
salads and sides to an amazing 
porchetta sandwich.”

Coluccio said he is looking 
to connect with the commu-
nity and build relationships 
with local businesses as well 
— great news for neighbors 
concerned about the prove-
nance of their food. 

Family sausages
Coluccio son comes to Bay Ridge

Hunk of meat: Louis Coluccio, holding a big panc-
etta, will open A.L. Coluccio Italian Family Grocery 
Store and Salumeria on Third Avenue in Bay Ridge 
this August.
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Mazelle (247 Starr St. at Wyck-
off Avenue in Bushwick. www.
mazellebk.com) 5–11 pm, week-
days, 11 am–4 am, weekends. 
Closed Mondays.

D I N I N G

A.L. Coluccio [8613 
Third Ave. between 
86th and 87th streets in 
Bay Ridge].

D I N I N G

SINGALONG: Come clap, 
dance, sing or just watch! 
$2.50. 11:00. The Moxie 
Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WED, JUNE 13
POETRY PROJECT: Memory 

Arts Cafe is a series for 
people living with Al-
zheimer’s, caregivers and 
public, providing enter-
tainment, light refresh-
ments and the opportu-
nity to chat. Free. 6 pm. 
New York Memory Center 
[199 14th St. at Fourth 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
499–7701], www.alzpo-
etry.com. 

BRIGHTON BALLET: 25th 
Anniversary Gala Con-
cert. $25–$75. 6:30 pm. 
Kingsborough Commu-
nity College [2001 Orien-
tal Blvd. at Oxford Street 
in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5000]. 

READING, PEOPLE’S POPS: 
55 recipes for ice pops, 
shave ice, and boozy 
pops from Brooklyn’s 
coolest pop shop: The 
purveyors of the tastiest 
popsicles in the borough 
discuss their journey 
from pop-up pop shop to 
brick-and-mortar success 
story. Refreshments will 
be served. Free, RSVP. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

READING, ‘KINGSTON 
NOIR’ LAUNCH: Come 
launch the latest in the 
“noir” collection, this 
one from sunny Jamaica. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200].

MAGIC AT CONEY: Presti-
digitation for the whole 
family. Variety show 
highlights internationally 
known, award-winning 
magicians, illusionists, 
escape artists, mentalists 
and close-up magicians. 
$10 ($7.50 for children 
under 12). 9 pm. Side-
show by the Seashore 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

THURS, JUNE 14
MUSIC, THE DOUGH 

ROLLERS: The Dough 
Rollers, recently having 
toured with Bob Dylan 
and Queens of Stone, 
are bringing their rotat-
ing band to Union Hall, 
heavily infl uenced by their 
love for blues music, they 
try to play a wide range 
of genres. $8. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

DANCE, PAQUERETTE 
- FRANCOIS CHAIG-
NAUD, CECILIA BEN-
GOLEA: Pâquerette 
welcomes the audience 

into a deep appreciation 
and debate of the human 
condition: the dancers 
search for gratifi cation, 
the audience’s sense of 
curiosity and the human 
bodies’ holes as connect-
ing points to an exterior 
and lonely world. $10. 
8 pm. Invisible Dog [51 
Bergen St. in Boerum Hill, 
(347) 560–3641], www.
theinvisibledog.org. 

MUSIC, THERESA ANDERS-
SON, LUCIUS: A stunning 
vocalist and a talented 
multi-instrumentalist, 
Theresa is best known 
for her live shows, where 
she crafts complexly lay-
ered songs using bevy of 
drums, stringed instru-
ments and looping ped-
als. $15. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FRI, JUNE 15
MOVIE NIGHT: 6:15. See Fri-

day, June 8. 
ART, MARK TRIBE, RARE 

EARTH: 6 pm – 9 pm 
opening reception. 12 
pm – 6 pm. See Friday, 
June 8. 

MUSIC, MARISSA NADLER: 
NPR calls her music, 
“dreamy, melancholy, and 
utterly captivating.” Pitch-
fork say that her songs are 
“as gorgeous as they are 
elliptical and haunting.” 
Check out this acclaimed 
singer songwriter along 
with “Faces on Film” at 
Union Hall. $12. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

DANCE, PAQUERETTE 
- FRANCOIS CHAIG-
NAUD, CECILIA BEN-
GOLEA: 8 pm. See Thurs-
day, June 14. 

SAT, JUNE 16
DAD’S DAY: In honor of dear 

old dad, children of all 
ages enjoy a jazz festival, 
a live performance by 
harpist Brandee Younger, 
a documentary entitled, 
“We Will See Tomorrow” 
and reading of “When 
Louis Armstrong Taught 
Me Scat” by Muriel Wein-
stein. Free with museum 
admission. 1:30–4:30 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
735-4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

FILM, AFGHAN WOMEN: 
New York-based docu-
mentary fi lmmaker Kath-
leen Foster will screen 
and discuss her fi lms 
Afghan Women. $9 sug-
gested. 7:30 pm. Union 
Docs (322 Union Ave. 
in Williamsburg), www.
uniondocs.org. 

THE GILBERT AND SUL-
LIVAN LIGHT OPERA 
COMPANY’S “THE MI-
KADO”: A comic opera 
set in Japan, which has 
endured as the most pop-
ular of “Savoy Operas.” 
8 pm at at St. Ephrem 
Auditorium (7415 Fort 
Hamilton Parkway.) $25 
adults, $20 seniors and 
students.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8Borsch brunch

Loosen your belt for Russian cuisine

Scotch eggs with paddlefish caviar is the house specialty.
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network.
Limited-time offer. Nokia Lumia 900 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions 
apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee 
(att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. 
These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Microsoft Windows® Phone 
and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. Screen images simulated. All other marks used herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

now covers New York City.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

Nokia Lumia 900
8.0 megapixel autofocus 

camera and HD video
 Carl Zeiss optics and 

dual-LED fl ash

Get all the coverage you need! 
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack.* 

1.866.MOBILITY
ATT.COM/NETWORK

VISIT A STORE

Support the Bed-Stuy 
Campaign Against Hunger 

3RD ANNUAL 
PLANTER 

AWARDS DINNER
Hosted by 

Fox 5 Reporter 
Tai Hernandez 

Honoring 

PASTOR DEBORAH K. VALENTINE 
New Life Missionary Christian Church & 

JOHN SAMUELSEN, TWU Local 100
Thursday, June 14, 2012 at Giando on the Water 

 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
400 Kent Avenue, Williamsburg, Brooklyn

For tickets and information, visit 
BedStuyCampaignAgainstHunger.org or call (718) 773-3551 ext:151.

The Bed-Stuy Campaign Against Hunger is a 501 C-3. For more information about the 
Bed-Stuy Campaign Against Hunger or to donate, please visit BedStuyAgainstHunger.org.

won’t have the same flavor and 
feel if they’re re-cooked by the 
scorching afternoon sun.

“The temperature might 
change the texture of the hot 
dogs and prematurely toast the 
buns, making them harder to 
go down,” said Patrick “Deep 
Dish” Bertoletti, who came in 
second to Chestnut last year 
by downing 53 HDBs.

Still, Bertoletti vowed to 
beat Chestnut, who wolfed 
down 62 HDBs in 2011 to 
claim  his fifth straight cham-
pionship .

“I’m going to challenge Joey 
this year,” Bertoletti said. “I’m 
sick of seeing him win.”

Another victory would give 
Chestnut six Mustard Belts, 
tying a previous record set by 
Takeru Kobayashi.

Kobayashi, of course, has 
been consumer non grata at the 
contest since he refused to sign 
a contract with the competitive 

— people get hungry when 
they run around in the sun,” 
he said. “Barbecuing is as 
American as George Wash-
ington striking out Benedict 
Arnold. We need it. People 
are hungry and when peo-
ple are hungry they don’t 
play better.”

The city does not permit 
barbecuing anywhere in Mc-
Carren Park, but park-go-
ers have illegally brought 
their own portable char-
coal grills to several parts 
of the field for years with 
little incident.

But some North Brook-
lynites say that it will be 
difficult for the city to find 
an appropriate area for per-
manent cooking fixtures in 

the always-crowded green 
space.

“The park is already over-
saturated with athletic ar-
eas where aerobic needs are 
great, and there’s a shortage 
of passive park space to just 
sit and hang out,” said Wil-
liamsburg resident Meredith 
Chesney, whose hair salon 
Miss Mousey Brown borders 
the park. “I see a major clash 
coming down the pike if the 
city goes that route.”

A clash over grilling in 
McCarren Park wouldn’t be 
the area’s first barbecue bat-
tle: newly installed grills in 
Williamsburg’s Cooper Park 
 sparked a flare-up  between 
fans of outdoor cooking and 
park neighbors who fear lit-
ter and smoke.

Panther who ran an impres-
sive but ultimately unsuccess-
ful 2006 campaign against 
Towns — said his campaign 
is experiencing a “momen-
tum swing.”

“He is extremely power-
ful and influential and I am 
tremendously appreciative,” 
said Barron. “We go back a 
ways — we knew even if we 
were on different sides of the 
political fence, we needed to 
unite for the district.”

The sitting lawmaker’s 
backing is a coup for Bar-
ron, who also picked up the 
support of the city’s largest 
public employee union, DC 
37, last week.

Jeffries, the presumed  
frontrunner, has racked 
up a slew of support from 
unions, public officials, and 
church leaders over the past 
two months throughout the 
district, which stretches 
from Fort Greene to Canar-
sie and now includes Coney 
Island, Mill Basin, Marine 
Park, and Flatlands, thanks 
to  recently redrawn bound-
ary lines .

 Both candidates  appeared 
to be courting Towns’s en-
dorsement by  campaigning 
for change in Washington  

 while sparing the incum-
bent much criticism .

But Barron says it was a 
mutual rival more than kind 
words that won him the en-
dorsement. The outspoken 
Councilman says he earned 
Towns’s nod in part because 
of the incumbent’s feud with 
Brooklyn Democratic Party 
boss Vito Lopez, who backs 
Jeffries.

Lopez stymied Towns’s 
 bid to succeed his son , Dar-
ryl Towns, as a Democratic 
district leader in Bushwick 
last year, reigniting tensions 
between the powerful rivals 
that date back decades. 

 “It’s important that we 
don’t have a person that Vito 
controls — it’s not good for 
our district,” said Barron. 
“Both of us are concerned 
with Vito’s inf luence. It 
will have a detrimental 
impact.”

A Jeffries spokesman said 
Towns’s endorsement of Bar-
ron was not a surprise when 
reached on Sunday and said 
the nod shows his rival “con-
summating a shotgun mar-
riage with a sworn political 
enemy.” 

“Hakeem Jeffries spent 
today in Albany with Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and Police 

comment.
Community Board 1 mem-

ber Mieszko Kalita said the 
restaurateur’s retreat is a 
smart economic decision.

“It’s a very remote place — 
it’s really a residential block 
and I do not believe the res-
taurant would have a chance 
of survival there,” said Kal-
ita. “It’s really away from ev-

erything. I think he will be 
much happier with the resi-
dential unit.”

The liquor license cancel-
lation is the second about-
face in North Brooklyn in 
the past two months.

A Manhattan nightclub 
owner  pulled his plan for a 
discotheque  on N. First Street 
last month after staunch com-
munity opposition.

Continued from page 1

HUNGARY...

eating federation in 2010 — 
then showed up at that year’s 
contest anyway,  rushed the 
stage and was arrested .

The Japanese competitive 
eating legend was  unceremo-
niously removed from the Na-
than’s Wall of Fame  before 
grabbing headlines again last 
year when he set  a disputed 

Commissioner Ray Kelly ad-
vancing meaningful mari-
juana arrest reform legisla-
tion that will dramatically 
improve the lives of tens 
of thousands of New York-
ers each year,” said Jeffries 
spokeswoman Lupe Todd. 

“The contrast couldn’t be 
any clearer.”

Democratic District 
Leader Chris Owens (D–
Prospect Heights), who is 
not backing anyone in the 
race, says the endorsement 
is a big deal for Barron.

“It helps Barron with se-
nior citizens who are the most 
likely to vote in parts of the 
district where Ed and Charles 
are known but where Hakeem 
is unknown,” he said. “Turn-
out is going to be very low, 
so every vote matters.”

Continued from page 1

QUEEN... world record of 69 HDBs in 
10 minutes  at an air-condi-
tioned bar in Manhattan Flat-
iron District while his former 
competitive eating peers did 
battle in Coney Island.

ESPN — which has aired 
the decades-old contest at the 
original Nathan’s on Surf Av-
enue at Stillwell Avenue since 
2003 — reached an agree-
ment last month with Major 
League Eating to broadcast 
the event through 2017.

Continued from page 1

TOWNS...

Kickball players largely 
approve of any plan that 
would add grills near their 
ball fields.

“It’s a great idea, but it has 
to be safe,” said Recession Ag-
gression’s Amanda Donelan. 
“My only fear is the ball fly-
ing and hitting the grills — 
you always have to be careful 
around an open flame.”

And New Frontiersmen ace 
pitcher Jessica Seibert says that 
even the league’s vegetarians 
would join the fun.

“You can grill tofu and 
seitan,” she said. “This is 
Brooklyn — half the peo-
ple here are vegan and the 
other half like bacon because 
it’s trendy.”

A Levin spokesman said 
the councilman has not taken 
a position on barbecuing in 
McCarren Park, but is open 
to hearing more about spe-
cific proposals.

Continued from page 1

GRILLS...

By Eli Rosenberg
for The Brooklyn Paper

A Staten Island artist 
whose wall-sized American 
flag mural was defaced with 
the words “Patriotism makes 
me sick” last month has found 
a way to protect his Kensing-
ton artwork from future van-
dals — he’s added a fierce, 
10-foot-long bodyguard.

Scott LoBaido returned to 
McDonald Avenue near Cor-
telyou Road to paint a mas-
sive rattlesnake, as well as the 
phrase “Don’t tread on me” 
atop the unpatriotic scrawl last 
Friday — references to a ban-
ner once used by the Navy 
known as the Gadsen flag.

But the additions weren’t 
just for show — they were a 
direct threat to the man who 
defaced his mural several 
weeks ago, LoBaido said.

“Don’t tread on me, and 
don’t tread on this flag,” said 
a paint-speckled LoBaido as 
he finished his mural add-
ons. “This snake has been 

Old Glory — now with fangs
Artist repaints fl ag mural in Kensington, but adds a message

Staten Island artist Scott LoBaido says the vandal who defaced his flag mu-
ral committed a hate crime — so he painted a message to warn would-be 
taggers not to mess with his art.
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mains on the loose.
LoBaido said he isn’t go-

ing to stop looking for the 
wall scrawler.

“I have private investiga-
tors looking into this for free, 
and a forensics guy who used 
to be a Navy spy in San Fran-
cisco helping me out,” said 
LoBaido. “This thing ain’t 
dying down — I know I’m 
not going to let it down.”

LoBaido said the mural 
tagger went too far by writ-
ing “Patriotism makes me 
sick” on his flag. 

And this artist knows 
something about taking 
things too far. 

LoBaido was arrested in 
1999 for  hurling horse ma-
nure at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum  as he protested an 
exhibit showcasing a black 
Virgin Mary statue made out 
of elephant dung.

The muralist said he would 
applaud the vandal if he had 
put his statement on anything 
else but his flag.

provoked and now it’s com-
ing at you.”

LoBaido has been try-

ing to track down the van-
dal with the help of cops 
who have access to footage 

of the vandalism taken  from 
a nearby security camera , 
but the bearded vandal re-
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Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!
2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

munity-specific tweaks to their branches — from the 
music to the beverage selection.

 “I want franchisees to be creative,” Spiel said. “In 
the south, for example, someone might want to add ice 
tea with lemonade to the menu.”

Cafe owners looking to open a Park Slope-approved 
business elsewhere in the world can shell out $25,000 and 
a five percent royalty fee for the right to operate under the 
Tea Lounge name, use the java joint’s logo and looks, and 
train workers under the shop’s coffee-making program.

Some longtime patrons say they don’t mind their home-
town coffee shop expanding, as long the new locations 
retains some of its soul. 

“I like anything that’s homemade and comfortable — 
if they go to Long Island, I hope they keep that,” said 
patron David Moody.

The pending expansion comes four years after  a be-
loved Tea Lounge outpost at Seventh Avenue and 10th 
Street closed down  amid a rent dispute.

— with Ben Lockhart

evidenced by frequent rodent sightings and rat-roadkill 
dotted streets — on the soon-to-open basketball stadium, 
saying the huge construction project disturbed the critters 
and pushed them into surrounding neighborhoods.

Health Department records prove that rodents are on 
the rise in communities near the arena, with bait and 
extermination applications more than tripling in parts 
of Park Slope, Fort Greene, and Prospect Heights since 
Barclays Center construction began in 2010.

Requests for city exterminators spiked from 127 in 
2010 to 510 in 2011 in the 11217 zip code — which in-
cludes parts of the three arena-flanking neighborhoods, 
according to the city’s most recent available statistics.

The uptick infuriates neighbors and business own-
ers who say Atlantic Yards developer Bruce Ratner and 
his company, Forest City Ratner — which last year  paid 
for 600 rat-proof trash cans in an attempt to thwart the 
problem  — ought to step it up and bait the entire perim-
eter of the construction site.

Barclays Center spokesman Barry Baum said the arena 
has had a rodent abatement program in place since con-
struction began and that stadium officials have worked 
with city and state agencies to rid the area of rats.

“We have expanded the program on site and have also 
placed traps in the rail yards,” he said. “We have also 
worked to educate the community on how to help pre-
vent rodent habitats.”

But north Park Slope neighbors say the problem only 
emerged after Forrest City Ratner started excavating 
the site at Flatbush and Atlantic avenues to make room 
for the arena in 2007 — and now they claim it’s worse 
than ever.

“We can’t walk home in the evening without a rat 
crossing our path — and we can’t eat at a café without 
a rat passing us,” said Denise Morales, who was tem-
porarily unable to enter her Butler Place home after re-
turning one night to find dozens of huge rats swarm-
ing near her front door.

A group of Morales’s neighbors recently sent a Brook-
lyn-based extermination company a request to bait more 
than 25 homes on and near her block, e-mails show.

Restaurant owners share some of the same concerns, 
saying rodent sightings can have a negative impact on 
customers’s appetites and pose potential health issues.

Jude Nujabuoko, who runs Cake Ambiance bakery 
on Dean Street near Flatbush Avenue, said he keeps 
his doors closed even during warm-weather months to 
avoid rodents.

“I have to keep doors locked ’cause it’s not safe san-
itation-wise,” he said. “The [arena site] was their home 
before, so now they have to run out.”
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Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

T ruly fearless parenting 
is a goal in the same 
way reaching the wall 

when you’re 20 yards away 
is in Bikram yoga. If you are 
not an idiot, you know it’s 
unreachable. But you still 
have to try. 

I have given up babysitters 
for my boys, trusting them 
on their own for hours now 
when we go out.

But I don’t do so com-
pletely fearlessly.

“What if something should 
happen?” I think before I re-

member that, well, something 
could always happen.

So I wave goodbye and 
blow a kiss as they scurry off 
to play on the computer. 

“Be good boys,” is my last 
reminder, knowing full well 
that cramming a bunch of in-
formation into the brain and 
expecting it to stick at the last 
minute never works.

I leave my boys alone sans 
the cute young girls for the 
same reasons highly sought-
after research analyst Harry 
Balzer claims most people do 

Leaving the kids home alone

things: because it’s cheaper 
and easier.

We save hundreds of dol-
lars in babysitting fees with 
our newfound leave-the-kids-
alone strategy, not to men-

tion alleviating the psychic 
cost of booking the babysitter 
and hoping she shows. 

I also justify the decision 
because I figure that I have to 
leave the kids alone someday 

and someday might as well be 
now, as my eldest gets ready 
to go off to middle school. It’s 
not going to get any easier to 
trust these tykes to take care 
of themselves, to heed my 
hissing warnings when I’m 
not around to hiss. In fact, it 
might get harder. I’m hoping 
practice will make perfect (or 
at least tolerable) by the time 
they’re considering deviance 
on a grand scale. 

Besides, the more you sit 
and stew and imagine the cor-
nucopia of horrors that could 
befell them if you should 
leave them to their own de-
vices, the more you create 
kids who rely on you to make 
sound decisions for them — 
who can’t imagine that they 
can trust themselves. 

And that is far scarier than 
any trouble my boys might 
get into at this age. 

Now, they rebel by eating 
chocolate chips (sloppily leav-
ing a trail I can call them out 
on later), or they watch shows 
on Netflix with a few too many 
curse words, or they fly down 
the stairs on couch cushions. 

In fact, I am happily obliv-
ious to what they do in the 
few hours we leave them on 
their own. 

But that’s where the work 
toward being fearless comes 

in to play. 
I don’t want to be scared of 

the world I live in and I don’t 
want my kids to be, either. I 
don’t want to warn them pro-
fusely not to answer the door 
or the phone, or not to talk to 
strangers, and build up their 
expectation that something 
scary should happen. 

I may be a fool, but I want 
them to imagine the world as 
a mostly friendly place. 

And crime usually hap-
pens with people we already 
know, a statistic that has se-
verely diminished my belief 
in “stranger danger” to a trace 
amount.

My kids are understand-
ably thrilled when we go out. 
They have sleepovers with 
the friends whose fearless 
parents are on board offering 
such freedom. The kids get 
gleam in their eye when they 
ask what time we’re leaving, 
and when we’ll be back. 

When I see that gleam, 
I sometimes make the idle 
threat to call a babysitter, but 
instead slowly leave while 
reassuring myself that I hae 
made the right decision.  

“REACH for the wall, 
REACH for it,” I’ll whis-
per in my head like I do at 
yoga class. “Fearless, fear-
less. All I can do is try.”

FRI, JUNE 8
10–11 am and 3–6 pm: 
Children’s concert. Featuring 
Miss Nina; A musical perfor-
mance for kids with a pink 
guitar; followed by arts and 
crafts events as part of FAB 
Friday celebrations. Free. 
Putnam Triangle Plaza [22 
Putnam Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Grand Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 928-3322], 
www.fballiance.org/news/
fab-fri-arpil-20-2012. 

SAT, JUNE 9
12:30 and 2:30 pm: “The 
Jungle Book”. Rudyard Ki

SUN, JUNE 10
Noon–5 pm: Carousel. 
Celebrate the 100th birth-
day with free rides all day 
and fun at the Children’s 
Corner. Free. Prospect Park 
Children’s Corner [Enter at 
Flatbush Ave. and Ocean 
Avenue in Park Slope], www.
prospectpark.org/calendar. 
Noon: “The Wizard of Oz”. 
Presented by UpBring Musi-
cal Theater, featuring actors 
6 to 10 years old. $10. The 
Brooklyn Friends School [375 
Pearl St. in Downtown, (917) 
753—3291], www.upbring-
dance.com. 

FAMILY CALENDAR
Find more online at BrooklynPaper.com/calendar

MON, JUNE 11
Noon: Storytime. Come hear 
a few stories with a simple 
craft to go with it. $2.50. The 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxies-
pot.com. 

TUES, JUNE 12
9:30 –10:45 am: Little 
Learners club. Story-time, 
playtime and arts and crafts 
for children 2 years old 
and their mothers and or 
caregivers. $125 per month. 
St. Anselm’s Church [365 
83rd St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 745-7643]. 

WED, JUNE 13
9 pm: Magic at Coney. 

Prestidigitation for the whole 
family. This variety show 
boasts an amazing array 
of internationally known, 
award-winning magicians, 
illusionists, escape artists, 
mentalists and close-up 
magicians. $10 ($7.50 for 
children under 12). Sideshow 
by the Seashore [1208 Surf 
Ave. at W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island], www.coneyis-
land.com. 

FRI, JUNE 15
4 pm: Teen time. Get to-
gether with friends and read 
books, play games and listen 
to music. Free. Greenpoint 
Public Library [107 Norman 
Ave. at Leonard Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 349-8504], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org. 
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