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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

The city is giving Prospect Park 
cyclists the green light — literally.

Stoplights on the park’s loop will 

remain green during all car-free hours 
unless pedestrians press buttons to 
activate reds in a new street set-up 
intended to bring order to the some-
times-chaotic roadway.

The push-button system means 
cyclists won’t need to come to a halt 
at desolate intersections — and pe-
destrians will gain a sense of con-
trol at crosswalks, pedal-pushers and 

LIGHTS FOR BIKES
Cyclists will see a lot more green in Prospect Park

Street lights will stay green all the time during car-free hours in Prospect Park 
— unless pedestrians push a button to change the signal.
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park officials say.
“[It’s] another great step towards in-

creasing predictability and safety for 
all,” said Prospect Park administrator 
Emily Lloyd, who heads the road-shar-
ing panel of park advocates, cyclists, 
and cops that hatched the plan.

Supporters of the new stoplight 

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

The city hopes a new road con-
figuration will help cyclists and 
motorists share Lafayette Avenue 

— but the Fort Greene group that 
petitioned for the street redesign 
fears it won’t do enough to pro-
tect bicycle-riders.

Bike advocates working under 

the name Make Lafayette Avenue 
Safer wish the city would stripe a 
cycling-only path on the thorough-
fare in Fort Greene and Clinton Hill 

Bike battle on Lafayette

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

By Alfred Ng
for The Brooklyn Paper

An iconic but long-closed 
Brooklyn Heights hotel will re-
turn as high-class resting place 
for tourists after a nearly three 
decade hiatus if developer Da-
vid Bistricer gets his way.

Montague Street’s Bossert 
Hotel building will go from 

housing for visiting Jehovah’s 
Witnesses to lodging for vaca-
tioners under a planned reno-
vation that will turn the land-
marked building into an elegant 
302-room hotel with a “neigh-
borhood feel,” developers say.

“It’s such a jewel of a hotel, 
and it’ll bring a restaurant and 

Developers: Bossert Hotel 
will live up to its name

To honor America, The Brooklyn Paper will 
not publish a print edition next week as we 
take a break to celebrate Independence Day. We 

will return to the newsstand on Friday, July 13. 
As always, you can keep up with all the news at 
BrooklynPaper.com, which will continue to be 

updated. Have a great holiday!

JULY 4TH HOLIDAY 

Checking in

The Bossert Hotel will be-
come a hotel again, a de-
veloper says.

By Alfred Ng
for The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for an early lunch: 
the Nathan’s Famous Interna-
tional Hot Dog–Eating Cham-
pionship will start at noon, not 
3 pm, as planners had previously 
announced.

The world’s foremost display of 
professional gluttony will begin 
at its traditional 12 pm start time 
rather than the later time slot in-
tended to keep the July 4 compe-
tition from bumping up against 
ESPN’s special coverage of Wim-
bledon during Queen Elizabeth 
II’s 60th year on the throne.

That 3 pm start time may have 
been perfect for TV, but it would 
have coincided with a Brooklyn 
Cyclones home game — poten-
tially drawing a crowd too large 
for police in Coney Island to safely 
control, contest promoters said.

Ever the optimist, Major 
League Eating president George 
Shea sees the scheduling switch-

Hot dog switcheroo
Nathan’s contest start time gets changed … again

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

Competitive eating in Coney Is-
land just got a bit sweeter.

Sisters Katherine Kallinis and 
Sophie LaMontagne, stars of the 
hit TV show “DC Cupcakes,” are 
hosting a cupcake-eating contest 
in front of Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
on June 30 — four days before the 
world’s gustatory giants descend on 
the People’s Playground to partici-

Sugar 
shock
Cupcake contest 
comes to Coney

Joey “Jaws” Chestnut will seek his sixth-straight Na-
than’s victory at noon on July 4, not 3 pm, as Major 
League Eating officials previously announced.
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By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s shipping container ba-
zaar must move to make way for a 
long-planned skyscraper — months 
before the leases of many of its arti-
sans and eateries expire.

Downtown developers say DeKalb 
Market, a collection of more than 30 
food, clothing, and gift boutiques 
working out of freight containers on 

a Willoughby Street lot, must vacate 
the property by October so the long-
stalled City Point mega-development 
can finally break ground.

Merchants always knew they would 
eventually get booted from the space 
to make room for the planned housing 
and retail complex, which is replac-
ing the Albee Square Mall and could 
one day boast Brooklyn’s tallest build-

DeKalb’s shipping containers 
forced out by megadevelopment

Market yields

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Trendy-but-toxic furniture 
sold at a Park Slope shop con-
tains lead-based paint that puts 
kids at risk, according to parents 

and federal health officials.
Some pieces of rustic furni-

ture made from recycled barn 
wood at  Trailer Park  — a hip 
home-furnishing store on Ster-
ling Place near Sixth Avenue — 

tested at more than six times the 
legal limit for lead levels in prod-
ucts, say parents who claim they 
hired inspectors and conducted 
at-home tests.

Follow the lead-er
Parents: Store sells dangerous furniture

Akua Brabham is upset her business is getting booted from 
DeKalb Market earlier than she expected.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Arbor lovers on Bedford Av-
enue are hunting a pair of tree 
slashers who allegedly chopped 
down dozens of maples then 
tossed them into a wood-chop-
per and drove away in an un-
marked car.

The chainsaw-wielding tree-
killers cut through a fence then 
chopped down 45 shrubs and 
trees — some of them 30 feet 
tall — inside a gated garden on 
Bedford Avenue near Park Place 
on June 17, according to neigh-
bors who snapped photographic 
evidence of the slaughter.

The man-on-tree violence 
outrages neighbors, who say the 
greenspace is a comforting and 
much-loved community meet-up 
spot that was reportedly  gifted 
to residents of nearby buildings 
for use as a garden by a non-
profit in 1994 .

Arborcide at garden
Neighbors mourn deaths of beloved trees

Neighbors say this man killed dozens of trees at a 
communty garden on Bedford Avenue.
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Jeffries trounces Barron

Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries 
was grinning from ear to ear af-
ter a victory at the polls.
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By Moses Jefferson
The Brooklyn Paper

Rep. Nydia Velazquez had no trou-
ble defeating three Democratic ri-
vals including City Councilman Erik 

Dilan — securing her party’s nom-
ination and a near-guaranteed elev-
enth House term.

Early returns show Velazquez 

Velazquez victorious

Wins primary in congressional race to replace Towns

ELECTION 2012
By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

Meet the new Towns!
Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries 

pasted Councilman Charles Barron 
in a congressional primary fight to 
succeed Rep. Ed Towns — and repre-
sent more than a third of the borough 
in Congress — on Tuesday night by 
snagging 72 percent of the vote, early 
returns show. 

With 98 percent of the precincts re-
porting in from the horeshoe-shaped 
district that now stretches from Fort 
Greene all the way to Coney Island 

— including several southern Brook-
lyn neighborhoods once  led by sex-
ting-scandal-scarred Rep. Anthony 

P
ho

to
 b

y 
th

e 
Pa

rk
s 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t

Grab your towels and your swim trunks — be-
cause school’s out and pool’s in! The former 
home of summertime hipster concerts just got 
a whole lot cooler after the city completed a 
$50-million renovation allowing the McCarren 
Park Pool to welcome swimmers for the first 
time since 1984. Following decades of decay 
and three years of reconstruction, the Olympic-
sized North Brooklyn watering hole will become 
the borough’s hottest aquatic attraction start-
ing on June 28 — drawing scores of swimmers 
and sunbathers like it did back in the days of this 
1937 photograph.

Jump on in!

See GREEN  on page 3
See LAFAYETTE  on page 3

See BOSSERT  on page 12

See HOT  on page 13See LEAD  on page 12
See CUPCAKE  on page 13

See TREES  on page 12

See JEFFRIES  on page 3

See VELAZQUEZ  on page 3

See MARKET  on page 13
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North Brooklyn Health Network

Bushwick Community 

Health Center
1420 Bushwick Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11207

NOTICE TO BUSHWICK COMMUNITY RESIDENTS

Our Center is closing effective June 30th, 2012. You and 

your child may continue to receive pediatric or primary 

health care services at 

Bushwick Communicare 

335 Central Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11221

Hours of Operations 
Mondays  
11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Tuesdays – Fridays 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Please call the Appointment Center at 718-388-5889

Our new rapid access system will ensure an 
appointment for your child within the week. 
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80% 
SOLD

LIVE LARGE AT THE MAYNARD

1509 Bergen Street at Schenectady. 1,308 SF 
two BR w/rec room. 4 blocks from ‘A’ express at 

Utica and 20 mins to lower Manhattan. 

The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from the Sponsor. 
File No. CD08-0007.

Greg Todd, Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 
The Corcoran Group

347.225.4590  I  www.corcoran.com/gdt

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday 2-4pm  •  Weds 5:30-6:30pm

New co-ops for $290K in Crown Heights

1.800.696.2000
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OR VISIT
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SUMMER CLEARANCE SALE

Dragonett i Brothers - Mill Lane Garden Center

718-241-3172

Some items not included…

strategy say it will give cyclists 
fewer red lights — making bik-
ers more likely to respect the 
ones they encounter.

“It’s a win-win,” said 
Joanna Smith, a biker and 
walker. “It’s great that cy-
clists don’t have to be in-
convenienced by unneces-

sary signals and it makes 
them more aware of other 
people in the park.”

The plan comes after sev-
eral serious bike-on-pedes-
trian crashes — two of which 
left victims with serious brain 
injuries — that sparked a law-
suit against the city. 

It also comes after cops 

rather than turning one of 
street’s two moving lanes into 
a “shared” route that’s open 
to both bikes and cars.

“We wanted paint down,” 
said the group’s co-founder 
Ali Loxton. “Right now 
Lafayette Avenue is a free 
for all, but we’re looking at 
this as a step in the right di-
rection.”

The city  backed away from 
a previous plan to convert 

one automotive lane into a 
full-time bike lane last year  
after outcry from neighbors 
— but Community Board 2 
prompted the city to reintro-
duce a traffic-taming plan 
for Lafayette Avenue after 
Loxton and group co-founder 
Hilda Cohen collected 1,600 
signatures in support of a cy-
cling path.

Representatives from the 
Department of Transporta-
tion told Fort Greene resi-

Weiner  — the Albany leg-
islator received more than 
25,000 votes, according to 
WNYC radio. Barron, a for-
mer Black Panther who rep-
resents East New York and 
Canarsie, received just over 
10,000 votes.

Jeffries said he was over-
joyed by the outcome.

“All the political pundits 
said this was going to be a close 
race, but all across the district, 
from Bed-Stuy to Brighton 
Beach, the people spoke in one 
loud voice,” Jeffries told more 
than 200 supporters at a vic-
tory party at Sanders Studios 
NYC, a performance space 
in Clinton Hill. “I’m going to 
Washington to do the people’s 
business.”

Jeffries said that his sup-
port came from all over the 
district, which grew exponen-
tially during Albany’s latest 
redistricting session.

“There is not a single com-
munity that we didn’t do well 
in,” he said.

Barron couldn’t say the 
same — nor would he con-
gratulate Jeffries on his 
win.

“At the risk of sounding 
like a sore loser there will 
be no congratulatory state-
ments made to the opposi-
tion tonight,” a terse Bar-
ron told his campaign staff 
at Sistas’ Place in Bedford-
Stuyvesant as he blamed the 
New York democratic lead-
ership and the media for his 
downfall.

Barron, who never identi-
fied Jeffries by name, said the 
Assemblyman attacked his 
campaign at every turn.

“The opposition stood up 
and said I don’t have enough 
money to win,” said Barron. 
“You don’t do that to another 
black man in front of the en-
tire nation. That shows a lack 
of character.”

State lawmakers re-
mapped Towns’s district this 
spring, adding Sheepshead 
Bay, Mill Basin, and  several 
other right-leaning Southern 

winning easily with 61 per-
cent of votes in the district, 
which stretches from Wil-
liamsburg, Greenpoint, and 
Bushwick along the water-
front to DUMBO, Brooklyn 
Heights, Cobble Hill, the Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront Dis-
trict, Red Hook, and Sun-
set Park, as well as parts of 
Queens and Manhattan.

Dilan, her closest rival, 
managed to pull in only 26 
percent of votes,  according to 
NY1 . Political newcomer and 
Manhattan economist Dan 
O’Connor received 10 percent 
of votes and professor and 

Sunset Park district leader 
George Martinez snagged 
3 percent of ballots.

Though she easily bested 
Dilan on election night, the 
pair ran a contentious race, 
with the Bushwick Council-
man bashing Velazquez for 
opposing a law that protects 
loft-dwelling Brooklynites, 
and the Congresswoman — 
who boasted big endorse-
ments from President Obama, 
Gov. Cuomo, and Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D–Park Slope) — 
accusing her foe of being a 
lackey to influential Assem-
blyman and Democratic party 
boss Vito Lopez.

Brooklyn neighborhoods  to 
the expansive district.

The race took off when 
Jeffries  announced his House 
bid  in January, setting the 
stage for what some expected 
to be a close three-way pri-
mary with Towns and Barron, 
 who almost beat  the 77-year-
old lawmaker in 2006.

Towns vowed to fight for 
his seat, denying rumors that 
he was going to retire to avoid 
losing a competitive primary. 
But his 2012 campaign got 
off to a slow start: the vet-
eran pol only had $11,000 on 
hand last October and, even 
though he managed to build 
an impressive war chest, he 
was still outpaced by Jef-
fries, who raised more than 
$750,000.

Towns  finally called it 
quits  in April, announcing 
that he would retire at the 
end of the year after spend-
ing nearly three decades in 
Congress.

Jeffries, who was backed 
by Brooklyn Democratic 
Party boss Vito Lopez, 
quickly assumed frontrun-
ner status after racking up 
the endorsements of dozens 
of elected officials and pow-
erful labor unions.

But Towns  evened the 
scales by endorsing Barron  
— an outspoken critic of 
Israel and fan of Zimbabwe 
president Robert Mugabe 
and Libyan dictator Moam-
mar Khadafy — in a sur-
prise move that spoke more 
about his well-established ha-

tred for Brooklyn’s Demo-
cratic boss than his love of 
Barron.

Barron’s campaign started 
to falter in the final weeks 
when borough Jewish lead-
ers denounced him as a “hate 
monger and anti-Semite.” 
Barron — who only raised 
$50,000 for his campaign 
— grabbed further negative 
headlines when he received 
an unsolicited endorsement 
from David Duke, a former 
Louisiana congressman and 
Ku Klux Klan leader.

Jeffries’ primary is over, 
but he still has to face Re-
publican and Green Party 
challengers in the fall be-
fore he’s given a ticket to 
Washington.

—with Colin Mixson

dents last week that they ex-
pect motorists will respect 
cyclists traveling ahead of 
them in the shared route by 
not passing inside the lane 
— and argued the commu-
nal path is the sole solution 
for Lafayette Avenue.

“The only way to create a 
bike lane would have been to 
remove a lane from the street,” 
said project manager Preston 
Johnson. “We looked at the im-
pact of the lane removal and it 
would have severely degraded 
the intersection and we de-
cided it was not an option for 
this project.”

Along with the commu-
nal lane for cars and bikes 
between Fulton Street and 
Classon Avenue, the city will 
alter the timing on the traf-
fic lights to sync with mo-
torists traveling at around 20 
miles-per-hour — potentially 
slowing speeding that neigh-
bors say is endemic on the 
roadway.

Community Board 2’s 
transportation committee 
signed off the on the plan 
in a 7–2 vote, but bikers say 
they will press on for a cy-
cling-only lane.

“I hope this isn’t the end,” 

said Loxton. “I hope there 
will be a new bike lane.”

But some Fort Greene and 
Clinton Hill residents say cy-
clists should uphold their end 
of the bargain by adhering to 
traffic laws on Lafayette Av-
enue before the city makes 
any more pro-bike changes 
to the roadway.

“Safety for all is really 
paramount,” said Rosyln 
Huebener, a real estate bro-
ker who lives on Lafayette 
Avenue. “There are vigilant 
cyclists, but the vast major-
ity aren’t. There has to be a 
way to enforce it!”

 wrote at least 188 cycling 
tickets in the park  during a 
four month period last win-
ter, many targeting bikers 
who ran red lights.

With fewer red lights in the 
park, the crackdown against 
cyclists may be coming to an 
end — but some park-goers 
fear that having green lights 
as a default could encourage 
bikers to go too fast.

“It gives bikers free reign 
— I just hope they actually 

stop,” said Nancy Moccaldi, 
whose close friend  Linda Co-
hen was placed in a medi-
cally induced coma  after a 
crash with a cyclist.

The Department of Trans-
portation, which last week also 
completed a new park road-
way design that  gives roughly 
equal space to cyclists, motor-
ists, and pedestrians , has al-
ready installed four new sig-
nals at crosswalks on West 
Drive near Second, Third, 

Ninth and 12th streets  with 
pedestrian-prompted “walk” 
signs . 

More of the signals will be 
installed this month, which 
pleases transportation ad-
vocates, who say the street-
crossing devices empower 
park-goers who travel on two 
wheels — and two feet.

“It helps everyone share 
space in the park safely,” said 
Michael Murphy of Trans-
portation Alternatives. 

Continued from page 1
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Continued from page 1
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GREEN...

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

A Coney Island carny’s  
return to the People’s Play-
ground has been put on hold 
because John “Cha-Cha” Cia-
rcia never filed the neces-
sary permits to get his trum-
peted amusement park off the 
ground.

The honky-tonk bar owner, 
who didn’t fit in with Mayor 
Bloomberg’s vision of turn-
ing Coney Island into a year-
round tourist destination, an-
nounced that he would open 
Cha-Cha’s Steeplechse Fun-
Zone on Stillwell Avenue on 
Memorial Day weekend.

But Memorial Day week-
end came and went and the 
park never opened — Depart-
ment of Buildings inspectors 
intervened and shuttered the 
park before anyone stepped 
inside.

The park has been closed 
ever since.

Ciarcia dismissed the set-
back as a bureaucratic snafu 
and vowed to open the 12-
ride park — which features 
a new spinning bumper car-
style ride called the “Mega 
Whirl” — as soon as pos-
sible.

“There was a delay, but 
I’m going to open soon,” Cia-
rcia said.

But Ciarcia has a long way 

Coney’s missing fun zone
A paperwork problem delays Cha-Cha’s trumpeted return

to go before his park can open 
its doors: a Department of 
Buildings spokeswoman 
confirmed that Ciarcia still 
doesn’t have a certificate of 
occupancy for his amuse-
ment park — a lot between 
the Boardwalk and Bowery 
Street. He doesn’t have per-
mits to operate the rides ei-
ther, the spokeswoman con-
firmed.

Ciarcia refused to explain 
why he failed to get the per-
mits — but his supporters 
were quick to defend him, 

claiming the city targeted 
him because his park doesn’t 
fit with Luna Park operator 
Central Amusements Inter-
national’s vision for Coney 
Island.

“The city went after the 
little guy,” said Rican Var-
gas, the founder of Coney Is-
land Dancers. “They wanted 
to make a statement.”

But Department of Build-
ings spokeswoman said the 
agency was merely enforc-
ing the law. 

She said Ciarcia started 

the paperwork process on 
June 13, but wouldn’t say 
how long it would take.

Cha-Cha’s Bar, Ciarcia’s 
beloved watering hole known 
for its live music and gritty 
feel, was one of eight Board-
walk businesses that fought 
to stay open after Central 
Amusements petitioned to 
boot them from the iconic 
walkway. Ruby’s Bar and 
Paul’s Daughter  were al-
lowed to return , but Cha-
Cha’s and four other shops 
were evicted last year.

Ciarcia thumbed his nose 
at the amusement giant by 
opening a restaurant on Surf 
Avenue this spring and an-
nouncing plans last month 
 to launch his own amuse-
ment park , where prices will 
be on par with Luna Park, 
but cheaper than Scream 
Zone.

“This is my comeback,” 
Ciarcia boasted at the time. 
“They threw me off the 
Boardwalk but they can’t 
kick me out of Coney Is-
land.”

John “Cha-Cha” Ciar-
cia’s amusement park  
will feature rides, food 
stands, and a restaurant 
— when it opens.
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JEWELS BY SATNICK
187 State St. (between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421
Open Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat 11am-5pm

 License #1272660

WE’RE BUYING!
TOP DOLLAR PAID ON THE SPOT

It’s so easy to convert your unwanted gold 
jewelry and other gold items into quick cash. 
Call us toady for and appointment or come in 

and we will buy your items on the spot.

FREE
LESSON
I N  D E S I G N I N G  F O R  P R I N T

1.Files should be created using CMYK (cyan, 
magenta, yellow, black) not RGB (red, green, blue) 
color mode.
2.Black text should be 0%C, 0%M, 0%Y and 
100%K.
3.Ideally files should be designed using a vector 
based program such as Illustrator or InDesign.
4.Files should be saved as High Quality Print PDF 
files.
5.If the file is designed to bleed (print to the edge) 
than a bleed must be included. So if the finished 
size of the printed piece is to be 4” x 4” then the 
required file size with the bleed is 4.25” x 4.25” with 
all things intended to bleed extending to those 
dimensions and all things not meant to bleed be at 
least a quarter inch away from those edges.

This lesson brought to you by the good people at:

305 Atlantic Ave. Brooklyn (@ Smith St.)      
718.858.0313 Open Monday-Saturday
Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

of Brooklyn

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

www.transamericacreditsolutions.comwww.transamericacreditsolutions.com

1 State Street Plaza
New York

New York 10004

Telephone:

1-800-689-3510
Fax:

1-800-725-9840

❑  Personal Loans

❑  Student Loans

❑  Mortgages

❑  Business Loans

❑  Auto Loans

❑  Refinance Loans

❑  Credit Card Loans

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook
Police cuffed a 43-year-

old accused of stealing more 
than $150 worth of wrinkle 
cream and shampoo from a 
Smith Street pharmacy on 
June 17.

An employee at the Rite 
Aid at the corner of War-
ren Street told cops he saw 
a man grabbing beauty prod-
ucts and exiting the store at 
4:55 pm.

Officers say they appre-
hended a suspect about 5 min-
utes later and recovered the 
goods — and police sources 
say he was likely planning 
to sell the merchandise on 
the street, not use the sham-
poo and wrinkle cream him-
self.

Training day
Two women stole a strap-

hanger’s phone and beat her 
up when she tried to give 
chase on June 17.

The perps ripped an iP-
hone 4 from the victim’s 
grasp at around 2:30 am on 
a Queens-bound G train as it 
arrived at the Carroll Street 
station.

The unlucky passenger 
tried to pursue the thieves, 
but they turned around, 
threw her to the ground, and 
punched her in the stomach, 
police said.

Purse pilfered
A crook snatched a wom-

an’s purse on Court Street 
on June 17.

The victim told cops she 

was sitting between 2nd and 
3rd places when the thief 
grabbed the bag — which 
contained a wallet, credit 
card, NYU ID, MetroCard, 
and $10 — and fled.

Phone home
Cops arrested three teens 

accused of snatching a wom-
an’s cellphone inside the Car-
roll Street train station on 
June 24.

The victim was on an F 
train that had just pulled into 
the stop at around 10:30 pm 
when a crook grabbed the 
phone and fled with his ac-
complices, according to po-
lice.

Cops arrived and can-
vassed the neighborhood 
before cuffing three sus-
pects, ages 17, 15, and 14, 
at the corner of Court and 
Huntington streets.

Police say they recov-
ered the Samsung phone 
when they took the teens 
into custody.

Too easy
A teen dropped a gun and 

fled when he crossed paths 
with a cop on Hicks Street 
on June 19 — but he ran di-
rectly into another officer, 
according to police.

Police cuffed a 16-year-
old suspect who allegedly 
chucked a loaded Sturm, Ru-
ger & Company .357 revolver 
to the ground and sprinted 
away after he spotted an of-
ficer near the corner of Mill 
Street at 8:20 pm.

Luckily for investigators, 
the suspect happened to col-
lide with another officer who 

was on foot patrol nearby, 
police sources say.

Cops say the teen was also 
carrying a bag containing 
marijuana.

Bag snag
Police cuffed a 21-year-old 

accused of stealing a black 
backpack from a Court Street 
pharmacy on June 20 and 
roughhousing a shop em-
ployee and cops who tried 
to stop him.

A worker at the shop on 
Court Street near First Place 
told investigators the thief 
shoved him to the ground at 
7:40 pm and fled from the 
store with the bag.

Cops encountered the sus-
pect at the corner of Clin-
ton and Sackett streets and 
tried to place him under ar-
rest, but he fought back, an 
officer said.

The suspect has been 
charged with robbery and 
resisting arrest. 

 — Ben Muessig

84 PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Biker gang
A gang of cyclists swiped 

a man’s backpack on Smith 
Street on June 19. 

The victim told cops he 
was near Schermerhorn 
Street at 11:15 pm when the 
gang pedaled up, grabbed his 
backpack, and sped away.

Clinton crook
A thief broke a Clin-

ton Street home’s window 
and stole two computers on 
June 19.

The occupant said he left 
the apartment between Atlan-
tic Avenue and State Street at 
10:30 am. When he returned 
at 6:30 pm, a kitchen window 
was broken and the laptops 
were missing.

Wallet swiped
Someone took a wallet 

from a shopper at a Fulton 
Street store on June 19. 

The shopper said she en-
tered the store near Gallatin 
Place at 1:40 pm. Ten min-
utes later, she realized her 
purse was open and her wal-
let was missing.

Subway shame
A man was arrested for 

robbing another man at the 
Pacific Street subway station 
on June 23.

The victim said he was 
waiting for a Manhattan-
bound D train at the sta-
tion near Atlantic Avenue 
at 1:40 am when the sus-
pect approached him and 
said, “Give me your wallet 
and cellphone,” according to 
a police report.

The terrified straphanger 
complied, but police arrested 
a man who they said had the 
stolen goods shortly there-
after.

Oy-Phone
A thief swiped a man’s 

iPhone from a bench in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park on 
June 16.

The victim said he left his 
cellphone on a bench near the 
park’s Main Street entrance 
at 6 pm. When he returned 
to retrieve it one hour later, 
the phone was gone.

Punch out
A thug punched a phar-

macy clerk before fleeing 
the Duffield Street store 
with a pack of stolen gum 
on June 19.

The clerk said the thug 
entered the store near Wil-
loughby Street at 10:20 am 
and pocketed the bubble gum 
pack. When he confronted the 
thief, the jerk punched him 
in the face and ran out.

The clerk was treated for 
a minor injury at Brooklyn 
Hospital.

Computer caper
A crook stole a computer 

from a Washington Street of-
fice sometime between June 
14 and June 21. 

The victim told police that 
he left his office between Wa-
ter and Front streets at 5 pm 
on June 17. When he returned 

at 11 am on June 21, his lap-
top was missing.

Cellphone steal
A thief stole a woman’s 

cellphone on Flatbush Ave-
nue Extension on June 22. 

The victim said she was 
near DeKalb Avenue at 7:20 
am when the crook grabbed 
her phone and fled.

Wallet stolen
A thug grabbed a man on 

Court Street on June 24 — 
and ran off with his wallet.

The victim said he was 
near Montague Street at 6:15 
am when the brute grabbed 
him and said, “Give me what 
you got,” according to a po-
lice report. 

The man handed over 
his wallet, and the thief ran 
away.

Van plan
A thief jacked a van from 

State Street sometime be-
tween June 13 and June 18. 

The owner said he parked 
the vehicle near Garden 
Place at 6 pm on June 13. 
When he returned at 4 pm 
on June 18, the van was no 
longer there.

— Daniel Bush

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

The envelope
A quick-moving thief 

snatched an envelope con-
taining $2,000 from a 
woman on Fifth Avenue on 
June 18.

The 46-year-old victim 
told cops she withdrew the 
cash from a bank near Ninth 
Street, put the money in an 
envelope, and slipped it in 
to her back pocket. 

She later bumped into an 
older lady on the sidewalk — 
then noticed the money was 
gone three hours later.

Fashion police!
A crook swiped some de-

signer clothes left on a First 
Street apartment stoop for 
dry-cleaning pick-up on 
June 15.

The 37-year-old victim 
told cops she placed a pur-
ple Armani dress and a pair 
of John Varvatos pants on 
her stoop near Eighth Ave-
nue at 3 pm. She then learned 
her threads never made it to 
the shop.

Bashed ride
A perp smashed the win-

dow of a car parked on Sixth 
Avenue between April 17 and 
June 18 — and stole a lap-
top left inside.

The 48-year-old victim 
told cops she parked her red 
2005 Nissan Pathfinder near 
Sixth Street. 

She came back two months 
later and discovered her win-
dow shattered and the steer-
ing wheel, an air bag, and a 
laptop gone.

Pill-aged
A thief ran off with hun-

dreds of dollars worth of 
medicine from a pharmacy 
on Flatbush Avenue on June 
18.

A worker at Duane Reade 
near Park Place told cops a 
man wearing a white jacket 
walked into the shop at 9 am, 
grabbed several bottles of al-
lergy medicine, then ran off 
without paying.

Dodgy driver
A perp jacked a van on 

Ninth Street on June 15.
The victim told cops he 

parked a red 2001 Dodge 
Caravan — which belonged 
to Good Shepard Services, 
a family support center — 
near Fourth Avenue at 5 pm, 
then went home. 

He came back three days 
later and discovered the 
$5,000 ride gone with no 
sign of broken glass.

That’s Lowe
A sneaky jerk swiped a 

credit card from a home im-
provement shop on Second 
Avenue on June 21.

The 34-year-old vic-
tim told cops he acciden-
tally left his credit card at 
Lowe’s Home Improvement 
near 11th Street at 12:25 pm. 
A cashier then placed the card 
in an office for safekeeping 
— but someone swiped it 
from there.

Wallet gone 
A pick-pocket snatched a 

wallet from a woman on 15th 
Street on June 17.

The 25-year-old victim 
told cops she was walking 
near Prospect Park West at 
3:15 pm when she discovered 
her wallet missing. 

She later got a call from a 
Radio Shack employee, re-
porting a stranger had her 
credit card.

— Natalie O’Neill

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Cab attack
An belligerent taxi pas-

senger assaulted a cabbie on 
Washington Avenue on June 
23 — and ran off with the 
driver’s glasses.

The 33-year-old cab driver 
told cops he was picking up 
a passenger between Myr-
tle and Park avenues at 3:30 
am when his fare refused to 
close the door. 

When the driver got out 
of the vehicle to close it him-
self, the passenger attacked 
him and ran off with his $200 
glasses.

Smoking gun
A crook robbed a Fulton 

Street bodega in the early 
morning of June 21, but 
not before bumming a few 
smokes.

The victim told cops the 
man entered the store be-
tween Clinton and Waverly 
avenues at 3:28 am, pointed 
a gun at him, and said, “Give 
me all the money and a pack 
of Newport 100s.” 

After the clerk complied, 
the thief fled.

iPhone home
A crook strong-armed 

a cellphone away from a 
53-year-old woman on Adel-
phi Street on June 22.

The victim told cops that 
she was on the front steps of 
a building between Lafayette 
and Greene avenues at 2:55 
pm when the jerk grabbed 
her arm, tugged away her iP-
hone, and fled.

Motored away
A speedy thief made away 

with a motorcycle parked 
on Lafayette Avenue on 
June 24.

The 35-year-old victim 
told cops he left his motor-
cycle near Clinton Avenue 
at 2:15 pm, and returned at 
8 pm to find it gone.

Open container
Police arrested a man who 

they say was drinking out of 
an open container on Carlton 
Avenue on June 20.

Cops said the man was 
drinking Grey Goose vodka 
and cranberry juice out of a 
plastic cup between Atlantic 
Avenue and Fulton Street at 
8:47 pm and obstructing the 
sidewalk. When police tried 
to detain him, he pushed the 
officers and scratched them, 
officials said.

Computerized
A crook smashed a Grand 

Avenue apartment’s window 
security gate and stole the 
tenant’s laptop on June 19.

The 44-year-old victim 
told cops she left her place 
between Gates and Lexing-
ton avenues at 2 pm, and re-
turned at 9:15 pm, only to 
find the gate smashed and 
her laptop gone.

— Eli Rosenberg

Cops: Wrinkle cream bandit busted

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Prosecutors accused four 
Orthodox Jewish men of try-
ing to use threats and bribes 
to convince a victim and a 
witness to drop a sexual as-
sault case against an influen-
tial Williamsburg rabbi.

Brooklyn residents Abra-
ham Rubin, 48, and brothers 
Joseph, Jacob, and Hertzka 
Berger were indicted in crim-
inal court last Thursday for 
allegedly pressuring the vic-
tim and her boyfriend to not 
cooperate with law enforce-
ment over the explosive sex-

ual molestation case they 
filed against ultra-Ortho-
dox rabbi Nechemya We-
berman last year.

Rubin bore the brunt of 
the charges for allegedly 
trying to buy the victim’s 
silence with a $500,000 
bribe and advising them to 
flee the country. He even of-
fered to provide the witness 
with an attorney who could 
help them learn techniques 
so they could be uncooper-
ative at the trial, according 
to authorities.

Prosecutors slapped Rubin 
with four counts of bribing a 

W’burg bribery charges
Men accused of trying to buy victim’s silence in sex abuse case

witness, two counts of tam-
pering with a witness, and 
one count of coercion. If con-
victed, he could face up to 
seven years in prison.

The Berger brothers re-
ceived a separate indictment 
for pressuring the victim and 
the witness to stop helping 
law enforcement and threat-
ening to close the witness’s 
kosher restaurant, according 
to investigators.

Jacob Berger allegedly 
went to the witness’s diner 
and ripped off its rabbi-is-
sued kosher certification. The 
witness has since closed his 

Williamsburg cafe.
Joseph Berger received a 

charge of aggravated harass-
ment. He faces four years in 
prison if convicted. His sib-
lings face charges of coer-
cion and one year in prison 
if convicted.

Civic and religious leaders 
have chastised Brooklyn Dis-
trict Attorney Charles Hynes 
for  concealing the identity 
of sex abusers in Brooklyn’s 
strictly conservative Hasidic 
communities  — but Hynes 
said the indictments prove his 
office “will not tolerate indi-
viduals who try to interfere 

with the pursuit of justice.”
“Intimidation of victims 

and witnesses in sex abuse 
cases in the Orthodox com-
munity is what has made 
prosecuting these cases so 
difficult,” said Hynes. “Vic-
tims were afraid to come for-
ward because they would be 
threatened and shunned in 
their communities. My office 
spares no effort to conceal 
and protect the identities of 
sex crimes victims, regard-
less of their cultural or reli-
gious background.”

A trial for Weberman, a 
Hasidic therapist who  alleg-
edly molested a 12-year-old 
girl from 2007 to 2010  dur-
ing counseling sessions in his 
home-office, was set to be-
gin this month  but has been 
delayed . 

Weberman and his attor-
ney  vehemently deny the mo-
lestation charges .

Prosecutors say Abra-
ham Rubin tried to pay 
an alleged sex abuse 
victim $500,000 so she 
would drop the case.
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THE WORLD’S BEST 
CYCLONES COVERAGE     EYE OF THE STORM
BROUGHT TO YOU BY MUNICIPAL CREDIT UNION

Store Hours: Mon, Tue, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm 
& Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm, 
Open on Saturday from 10am to 2pm

You’ll run out of room 
before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and 
every personality. With natural wood interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and 
a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and remodelers 
choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and 

where New York parents fi nd 
help, info and support.

Great Articles 

A Happening Calendar

Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner. 
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
NYParenting@cnglocal.com

718-260-4554

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY R ATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go to nymcu.org to apply today!

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic for the first 6 months 
that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% (Classic) based on your 
creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are 
not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 
or 3% of the amount of each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either 
$1.00 or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There is a minimum 
periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each 
transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally insured by NCUA

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

It takes time to get over 
your first glove — just ask 
Cyclones first baseman Cole 
Frenzel.

The second-year slugger 
has finally retired a man-
gled old mitt he got when 
he started playing first base 
as a University of Arizona 
student in 2009 — and that 
he has  managed to maintain 
ever since with do-it-your-
self fixes using tape .

Frenzel has a new glove 
in his life, but he still has 
feelings for the bandaged 
Rawlings “Heart of the 
Hide” glove, which he cast 
aside in spring training this 
year when the team offered 
to buy him a new mitt of the 
same design.

“I wasn’t into it right away, 
and I was still playing with 
the old one,” the North Da-

kota native said. “But I 
played a little with the new 
one, broke it in, and now it 
feels like the old one.”

Even after moving on, 
Frenzel hasn’t forgotten 
the times he shared with 
his first glove — and he’s 
even gone back to the old 
mitt a few times.

“I still have it in my locker, 
and I put it in my bag be-
fore every game, and I still 
play with it once in a while,” 
he said.

So far Frenzel’s seems to 
be doing okay using a glove 
held together with laces in-
stead of adhesive strips. 

He has one eror in the first 
nine games of the season, 
and he’ll have to play hard 
to top his performance last 
year, when he led all first 
basemen in the New York–
Penn League with a .997 
fielding percentage, com-

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Cyclones 7

Yankees 2
June 20 at Richmond County 
Bank Stadium

The Cyclones came alive, 
carrying the squad to its third-
straight victory over the hated 
Staten Island Yankees.

A Eudy Pina home run with 
two men on gave the club a 
two-run lead in the fourth. The 
rally continued in the sixth 
on doubles from Julio Con-
cepcion and Brandon Nimmo 
double. The Yankees offense 
was stagnant, with Clones 
hurlers fanning nine.

Yankees 8

Cyclones 1
June 21 at MCU Park

The Clones fell to their 
hated cross-Harbor rivals as 
the Mini-Mets bullpen failed 
to follow up a strong start by 
Hansel Robles, posting the 
team’s first loss of the season 
in a horrific 8–1 defeat.

Robles struck out seven bat-
ters in five innings and lim-
ited the Baby Bombers to just 
one run, but things went awry 
when reliever Beck Wheeler 

let a runner on base with a 
bunt, followed by four hits, 
a passed ball, and a walk in 
a nightmare inning in which 
the Yankees batted around and 
scored six runs.

Ironbirds 6

Cyclones 1
June 22 at Ripken Stadium

Poor Cyclones pitching 
helped the Aberdeen Iron-
birds trounce the Mini Mets 
6–1 in Brooklyn’s second loss 
in two days. 

With the game tied at 1, re-
liever Dawrin Frias took the 
mound in the seventh and gave 
up a double, a triple, two sin-
gles and a walk —  allowing 
four Ironbirds to fly around the 
bases — before Coach Rich 
Donnelly yanked him. 

Cyclones 7

Ironbirds 1
June 23 at Ripken Stadium

Big batting propelled the 
Cyclones past the Ironbirds 
in a show of power unseen 

since the club’s June 21 win 
over the reviled Staten Island 
Yankees.

The Clones broke the 
game open in the second in-
ning with four runs, followed 
by a two-run dinger from des-
ignated hitter Kevin Plawecki 
in the fifth. A solo shot off 
the bat of shortstop Philip 
Evans sealed the win.

Cyclones 10

Ironbirds 5
June 24 at Ripken Stadium

Explosive offense gave the 
Cyclones the edge for the sec-
ond night in a row, securing a 
Brooklyn victory in the rub-
ber match of a three-game 
road series.

Designated hitter Alexan-
der Sanchez did his job well, 
going four for five with two 
RBIs in the romp. Catcher 
Nelfi Zapata tallied three runs 
including a solo homer, while 
center fielder and top pros-
pect Brandon Nimmo scored 
twice on three walks.

Cyclones 3

Renegades 0
June 25 at MCU Park

Clones pitchers blanked 
the Hudson Valley Rene-

gades at home, continuing 
the team’s winning streak.

Luis Mateo picked up his 
second win of the season with 
another exceptional outing, 
striking out seven batters in six 
innings and allowing just two 
hits and one walk. The bull-
pen showed similar strength, 
leaving the Baby Rays hitless 
for the rest of the game.

Renegades 4

Cyclones 2 
June 26 at Dutchess Stadium

Clones mistakes allowed 
the Hudson Valley Renegades 
to snag a win.

The boys from Brooklyn 
started strong, but first base-
man Cole Frenzel gave up a 
run in a botched a force at-
tempt. A throwing error by 
left fielder Stefan Sabol put 
a runner on third base and a 
wild pitch by Dwarin Frias 
brought that runner home. 

The Cyclones are home 
again at MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th Street 
in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497, www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com] on June 29 
at 7 pm as they face the 
Aberdeen Ironbirds.

CLONES COME ALIVE
Hurlers lead Brooklyn’s boys of summer to big week

New glove 
in his life
Frenzel fi nally replaces 
mitt after years of taping

mitting just one error in 
371 chances.

His play has impressed 
Clones skipper Rich Don-
nelly, who’s also in his sec-
ond year in Brooklyn.

“No one’s worked harder 
than Cole. He’s working on 
his defense, he’s working on 
his offense, and he’s play-
ing with confidence,” Don-
nelly said.

First basement Cole Frenzel has finally traded 
in his old, taped-up glove for a new Rawlings 
“Heart of the Hide” mitt (pictured on his hand).
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Talking race
An African American filmmaker challenged 

stereotypes  — and discovered that many of them 
are mostly true.

Most black people say they don’t go camping, 
skiing, or practice atheism, according to “Black 

Folks Don’t,” a new web 
series by Crown Heights 
resident Angela Tucker 
that explores stereotypes 
about African American 
culture.

“Some stereotypes 
are based in truth,” said 
Tucker, who’s screening 
new episodes at Long Is-
land University in Down-

town on July 9. “I was really interested in cre-
ating something where we could look at them 
in a new way.”

The answers varied, but most respondents said 
the perceptions aren’t entirely off base — and 
Tucker agreed.

“I love camping, for example,” she said. “But I 
have to go camping with my white friends.”

Of course, Tucker said there’s no right or wrong 
answers — but an open dialogue on race rela-
tions doesn’t hurt.

“Black Folk Don’t” at Long Island Univer-
sity [1 University Plaza at Flatbush Avenue Ex-
tension (718) 222–4111, blackfolkdont.com]. 
July 9 at 7 pm. Free. — Daniel Bush

F I L M

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

A
n exhibit that celebrates man’s 
fascination with death is poised 
to rise from the grave.

A bevy of silver-tongued schol-
ars, scribes, raconteurs, and anec-
dotalists will tell the story of the lost 
relics of the Morbid Anatomy Library in 
a bid to raise money to rebuild the collec-
tion of macabre oddities that were dam-
aged in a fire.

“The library is a small room, but it’s 
filled floor to ceiling with medical books, 
taxidermy, art work, and postmortem pho-
tographs,” said curator Joanna Ebenstein, 
who organized a series of rapid-fire mi-
cro-lectures on June 30.

“I’m interested in the fact that death in 
our time is considered a taboo topic. In other 
cultures it’s considered an inevitable aspect 
of life, and I think it’s perverse in a way that 
we’re not supposed to talk about it.”

The Morbid Anatomy Library, once 
a project-in-
residence at the 
Proteus Gow-
anus gallery, 
was ruined fol-
lowing a particu-
larly malevolent 
Good Friday this 
year, when art-
work fashioned 
from antique pre-safety matches caught 
fire in an upstairs gallery, triggering the 
building’s sprinkler system and inundat-
ing the museum’s collection of rare books, 
artifacts, and anatomical curiosa in a ru-
inous deluge.

“I lost about 15 percent of the books, 
some things that were pretty irreplace-
able,” said Ebenstein. “The lesson to be 
learned is don’t ever accept an art piece 
made of pre-safety matches.”

In a bid to rebuild her exhibit of odd 
objects, Ebenstein has invited a motley 
crew of speakers to deliver a series of five-
minute-long lectures about scientific and 
artistic oddities. Speakers include TV per-
sonalities Mike Zohn and Ryan Mathews 
of the Science Channel show “Oddities,” 
“Still Life: Adventures in Taxidermy” au-
thor Melissa Milgrom, New York Maga-
zine writer Mark Jacobson, “Portraits of 
the Mind” author Carl Schoonover, Lisa 

O’Sullivan of the New York Academy of 
Medicine, “The Affected Provincial’s Al-
manac” author Lord Whimsy, and Queens 
College professor Amy Herzog.

After an hour of lectures, Ebenstein will 
host a silent auction of macabre works of 
art, artifacts, and once-live specimens.

“I have a pretty good roster of friends 

who do interesting work, either in photog-
raphy taxidermy wax, or print and they’ve 
all donated a piece to help rebuild the li-
brary,” said Ebenstein.

Street art
M U R A L

Busk a move
These jazz musicians have turned caves into 

clubs.
Moon Hooch, the Brooklyn band who claim 

to have been banned from performing at the 
Bedford Avenue station on the L line for start-
ing too many dance outbreaks, is bringing its 
new style of jazz, dubbed “cave music,” to the 

stage at Brooklyn Bowl 
on July 6.

Think house music 
performed by two sax-
ophonists and a drum-
mer.

“It’s a mixture of 
electronic concepts, 
improvisation, and 
loop-based beats,” sax-
ophonist Wenzl McGo-
wen said.

After meeting at the New School for Jazz 
& Contemporary Music and moving next door 
to each other, the three started busking, play-
ing together in subway stations, and parks for 
money.

Street performances haven’t just earned the 
band money.

Busking has also earned the band the at-
tention of other musicians – including indie 
rocker and former Soul Coughing leader Mike 
Doughty, who invited them on his national solo 
tour as a supporting act immediately after he 
saw them perform on the street.

Moon Hooch at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave., between N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369, 
brooklynbowl.com]. July 6, 11:30 pm, $10.
 — Max Molshever

JA Z Z

“Take an Asian 
dining ride and 
explore the talents 
of a kitchen that 
serves up cuisine 
with tranquility, fair 
prices and good 
tastes.”  — DAILY NEWS

CHINESE 
CUISINE and 
VEGETARIAN 
NUTRITION

Party orders and catering 
available

15% SENIOR DISCOUNT
every Tuesday night (dine-in only)

162 Montague Street, 1st Fl. Brooklyn Heights

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY MIN

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE & 
WOOD-FIRED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

(La Pizza di Napoli)

Daily specials featuring traditional 
wine & handcrafted pizza & pasta

WE DELIVER
Open 6 days a week for dinner. Closed Mondays.

552 COURT STREET 
(between W. 9th & Garnet Streets)

718-875-1384
www.lunarossabrooklyn.com

Since 1985

S T E A K H OU S E

GREAT STEAKS
GREAT VALUE
Open Tuesday to Sunday  

for Lunch, Dinner, Private Parties

9519 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge
(Between 95th & 96th Streets)

718-745-3700
www.EmbersBayRidge.com

Morbid library

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

St
ef

an
o 

G
io

va
nn

in
i

Macabre tchotchkes: Joanna Ebenstein is throwing a fund-raiser to rebuild the Morbid Anatomy Library, which is home 
to dozens of weird relics such as a winged skull, an insect shadowbox, and a patterned human brain pillow (left to right).

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

T
he players are on stage — 
and in the seats, too.

A video game-inspired 
theater festival plays with the 
way reality and the often-clois-
tered world of gamer-geeks 
intersect with dramas about 
dungeon-crawling and zom-
bie-killing game enthusiasts 

as well as interactive installa-
tions and performances that let 
audiences grab the controller 
and direct the action.

“Of Dice and Men,” a com-
edy with a serious edge, is one 
of the more traditional plays at 
the Brick Theater’s Game Play 
festival, tells the story of a group 
of 30-something Dungeons and 
Dragons players who must con-
front the real world — and grap-

ple with what it means to grow 
up — when one of them goes 
to war in Iraq. 

“It’s a celebration of why 
we game and how it brings us 
together,” said producer Gyda 
Arber.

In another play, the actors are 
video game characters them-
selves.

“Kwaidan” is an interpretation 
of Lafcadio Hearn’s classic Jap-

anese ghost stories that unfolds 
on a giant screen starring video 
game avatars from “World of War-
craft” and “Halo: Reach” — pix-
elated players that are controlled 
by gamers on the internet.

The festival aims to blur the 
lines between stage and seat, and 
game and player, in everything 
from audio-video installations 
to interactive theater.

Audience controls the action at Brick theater fest

Game’s on!: Actors Amy Overman and Justin 
Plowman become Dungeons and Dragons geeks 
in a show at the Game Play festival.
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See GAMES on page 10

Proteus Gowanus [543 Union 
St. between Nevins and Bond 
streets in Gowanus, (718) 243–
1572, www. proteusgowanus.
org]. June 30, 8 pm. $25.

E X I B I T

Oddity experts fi ght to save this creepy collection
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First the Pearl Street Triangle went green 
— now it’s going to the art scene.

The wedge-shaped public space at the foot of 
the Manhattan Bridge is the site of a new mural, 
which was painted over five days and documented 
from above for a stop-motion video. 

Artist David Ellis is 
known for his “motion 
paintings,” which show 
large improvised public 
pieces coming to fruition 
— but this mural is more 
than a pretty picture.

The colorful work was 
partly inspired by Ground 
Zero, with the imagery 
evoking the sentiment that “we can pull our-
selves up,” Ellis told the  New York Post . 

The painting, titled “PST,” shows a figure 
with a helpless look on his face who is being 
lifted up by two giant hands.

DUMBO boosters say it will bring life to 
the pedestrian plaza.

“Ellis’ piece is transformative — from green 
painted space to a truly unique street art experi-
ence,” said Alexandria Sica, executive director of 
the DUMBO Improvement District. “‘PST will 
serve as inspiration while we plan for the perma-
nent design of the plaza this Summer.”

“PST” at the Pearl Street Triangle (Pearl street 
and Anchorage Place in DUMBO). — Sol Park

Gameplayers get play
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that sounds like a cross between 
Ben Folds and Tori Amos.” RSVP on 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/events/426516494038276/. 
FREE. 9 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 18th streets 
in Greenwood Heights, (718) 768-
0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

SAT, JUNE 30
MUSIC, MATE SERIES: Mate is a 

series dedicated to sound and 
moving image presentations that 
are derived from ideas, processes, 
material, and media experimenta-
tion. Donation. 7:30 pm. Invisible 
Dog [51 Bergen St. in Boerum Hill, 
(347) 560–3641], www.theinvisible-
dog.org. 

MUSIC, THOMAS WYNN AND THE 
BELIEVERS: Come and check out 
Thomas Wynn and the Believers! 
$12. 8:00pm. Knitting Factory [361 
Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, (347) 529-
6696], ny.knittingfactory.com. 

READING, TEA READINGS AT 
RAN TEA HOUSE WITH XORE-
GOS PERFORMING COMPANY: 
Readings by Xoregos Perform-
ing Company are presented by 
the Ran Tea House with Asian and 
American playwrights, themes and 

actors. Tickets include dim sum. $9 
advance $11 door. 8 pm. Ran Tea 
House [239 Kent Ave.between S. 
First and S. Second streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (212) 239-8405], www.
ranteahouse.com or xoregos.tum-
blr.com. 

MUSIC, COMIC TALES OF TRAGIC 
HEARTBREAK AT THE WAY STA-
TION: Comic Tales’ lead singer, 
songwriter, and trumpeter Robert 
Whaley previously fronted NYC 
rock legends, the Niagaras. Written 
in a tiny studio bursting with 20th 
Century literature, and inspired 
by a massive collection of obscure 
vinyl, Comic Tales of Tragic Heart-
break have managed to create a 
sound and a show which is both 
timeless and cutting-edge. The 
sweat-drenched performances and 
the rapidly-disappearing ability 
to deeply engage and entertain a 
crowd really leave a lasting impres-
sion. Sounds like hype, until you 
experience it in person. free. 10 pm. 
The Way Station [683 Washington 
Ave. in Prospect Heights, (347) 627-
4949], waystationbk.blogspot.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET: St Philip’s 

Episcopal Church 80th Street 11th 
Avenue--Outdoor fl ea Market no 
admission fee for shoppers. Ven-

FRI, JUNE 29
ART, POP PARADIGMS SCULPTURE 

EXHIBIT AT ART LOT IN BROOK-
LYN: The Art Lot is pleased to 
present POP Paradigms - an out-
door summer group show of new, 
large-scale, sculptural works by 
Marin Abell, Kyla Chevrier, Lorraine 
Dauw, Nate Heiges, and Catherine 
Telford-Keogh. POP Paradigms ex-
plores romantic notions of time to 
create a roaming, restless energy. 
Bold colors and varied textures 
generate movement, but time and 
perspectives freeze, swell, wash 
away, fade, and deteriorate. The 
show is curated by Aimee Burg & 
Natalia Zubko, free to the public, 
and will be on view until the end of 
July. free. Art Lot (206 Columbia 
St. at Sackett Street in Red Hook), 
www.marinabell.org/marinabell/
Frozen_Pond.html. 

UNCOVERED: Prints selections from 
the Kentler Flatfi les: The Flatfi les, 
a compendium of artworks by 
over 190 artists, have become an 
important resource for artists, col-
lectors, curators and the general 
public by stressing the importance 
of drawing and works on paper in 
contemporary art today. Free. 6 
pm. Kentler International Drawing 
Space [353 Van Brunt St. in Red 
Hook, 718.875.2098], www.kentler-
gallery.org. 

ART, PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT: Ryan 
McGinley. Free. 7:30 pm. Spoonbill 
& Sugartown Booksellers [218 Bed-
ford Ave. between N. Fourth and N. 
Fifth streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
387-7322], www.spoobillbooks.
com. 

COMEDY, NIGHT OF THE LIVING 
FEATURING AMANDA PALMER: 
Night of the Living with Kurt Braun-
ohler is a late night talk show featur-
ing musical guest Amanda Palmer, 
house band Adira Amram and the 
Experience, bits and sketches from 
New York City’s fi nest comedians, 
interviews with famous people, 
and a greater than average number 
of puppets. We guarantee you an 
evening of something very cool and 
very stupid. Because that’s how we 
like it. Following this month’s install-
ment of Night of the Living, the 
audience is invited to stay for a live 
screening of Kurt’s new IFC series, 
BUNK! Kurt will be live-tweeting 
the event and we’ll have some sort 
of fancy (or not so fancy) drink spe-
cials. $10. 8:30 PM. Littlefi eld [622 
Degraw St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855-3388], www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, FREE AURICAL SHOW AT 
FREDDY’S BAR & BACKROOM: 
Called “a rare talent” by The Times 
of Trenton, Aurical plays indie rock 
even your grandmother would love: 
honest, polite, well-groomed, and 
capable of telling a damn good 
story. Their debut album Some-
thing to Say received praise from 
audiences and critics alike. M: Music 
and Musicians magazine wrote, 
“Their cleverness comes through 
right away,” while Wildy’s World 
said, “Things get really interesting 
on Redhead Girl, with a piano style 

dors please note, tables are sold 
out at this time, if you have a 6 
foot table and wish to purchase a 
space (if still available) please call. 
Food/cafe available for brakfast 
and lunch. If rain, event will be 
cancelled, no rain date scheduled 
as of this time. free for shoppers 
$30.00 for vendors. 10 am–3 pm. 
St Philip’s church [80th Street and 
11th Avenue in Dyker heights, (718) 
745-2505]. 

OTHER
RUGGED MANIAC: Rugged Maniac is 

returning to Brooklyn and this year 
there will be plenty of MUD! We’re 
also building bigger and badder 
obstacles that’ll push your limits 
even further than last year’s course 
did.  $78-$88. Aviator Sports and 
Events Center [3159 Flatbush Ave. 
(718) 758-7500]. 

QUEEN OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
STREET FAIR: Enjoy our 3rd An-
nual Street Fair. Join us for delicious 
food, drink, family entertainment 
and children’s activities. Celebrate 
and take a tour of our beautiful 
landmarked parish, an architectural 
gem in the Gothic style, fashioned 
after La Sainte-Chapelle in the 
heart of Paris, France. Support your 
community and our local talented 
artisans. Make a donation. Free. 10 
am–6 pm. [Vanderbilt Ave. between 
Lafayette & DeKalb avenues in Fort 
Greene/Clinton Hill, 718-638-7625], 
qasrcc.org. 

PHOTOGRAPHY, ABE FEINSTEIN: 50 
Years of Coney Island Photogra-
phy: Photographing Coney Island 
became Abe Feinstein’s passion 
after he moved there with his family 
in 1962. For the next half century 
he documented the neighbor-
hood’s fast changing streetscape 
on a daily basis. Free. 12 pm – 6 pm. 
Coney Island History Project [3059 
West 12th St; Brooklyn NY 11224 
in Coney Island, (347) 702-8553], 
www.coneyislandhistory.org. 

SUMMER EXHIBIT: Urban Garden: 
This summer’s exhibit offers prac-
tical tips to help urban dwellers 
green up their homes, with a focus 
on easy maintenance and sustain-
able practices in Lily Pool Terrace. 
An exhibit on BBG’s innovative 
community horticultural outreach 
program, GreenBridge, is also 
featured in the Steinhardt Con-
servatory. 3 pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown Heights, 
(718) 623-7220], www.bbg.org. 

READING, LITMUS PRESS PRES-
ENTS: an Evening of New Poetry: 
A multimedia celebration of new 
and recent releases: Then Go On by 
Mary Burger, I Want to Make You 
Safe by Amy King, O Bon by Bran-

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
June 30

Summer 
cool
Russian indie pop 
band Pompeya sound 
like Phoenix or Miike 
Snow — with light 
and somewhat mel-
ancholy tunes that 
remain youthful and 
energetic, with a 
small dose of funk. 
Kick off the Indepen-
dence Day week 
grooving to this inter-
national buzz band 
and you’ll have a rea-
son to feel thankful 
that the Cold War is 
finally over.

8:30 pm at the 
Glasslands Gallery (289 
Kent Ave. between S. 
First and S. Second 
streets, glasslands.blog-
spot.com). $10.

SUNDAY
July 1

Hates hiking
Hannibal Buress loves 
to eat Halal food from 
street cars, but his 
friends always pres-
sure him to do things 
like go outside, go 
hiking. Learn more 
about the comic’s 
mundane struggles at 
the Knitting Factory, 
and hear jokes from a 
rising star who has 
been compared to 
Mitch Hedberg. He’ll 
riff off about not cry-
ing while watching the 
movie “Up” and not 
getting scared watch-
ing “Paranormal 
Activity.”

9 pm at the Knitting 
Factor [361 Metropolitan 
Ave, at Havenmeyer 
street, (347) 529–6696, 
bk.knittingfactory.com]. 
Free.

MONDAY
July 2

Old haunt
Who you gonna call? 
Coney Island is prob-
ably the perfect 
place to watch the 
classic film, “Ghost-
busters,” where 
you’ll half-expect a 
giant marshmallow 
man to rise up from 
the ocean and wan-
der into the creaky 
amusements and get 
caught up in the 
Wonder Wheel. Trip 
out to this outdoor 
cinematic opportu-
nity, and enjoy a 
concession stand 
that’ll have you eat-
ing good.

7 pm Coney Island 
Dancers, 8:30 pm movie 
at Coney Island beach 
[3059 West 12th Street, 
www.rooftopfilms.com] 
Free.

TUESDAY
July 3

Bravest 
man 
Bobby Womack’s lat-
est album is one of 
the most interesting 
musical showcases this 
year. Deep grimy elec-
tronic beats accom-
pany the classic soul 
singer’s voice, which 
sounds heartbreak-
ingly wise. Arguably, 
his time has gone, and 
maybe the synthetic 
instrumentals are a 
sign of this — but his 
vocals transcend musi-
cal genres and eras 
and are always worth 
hearing.

8 pm at Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth 
Street, (718) 486–5400, 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com]. $30 advance / 
$35.

THURSDAY
July 6 

Microphone 
artist
Don’t miss out on a 
chance to see Reg-
gie Watts, the popu-
lar German-born and 
Brooklyn-based 
comedian and trip-
hop artist, as he per-
forms one of his 
improvised freestyle 
sessions over custom 
tunes — and who 
knows what else — 
as a part of the 
CBGB Festival.

7 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh Street, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. $23 
advance / $25
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HAPPY 
HOUR 2 for 1 

Daily

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MOSFTGREENE
LOOK US UP ON TWITTER.COM/MOSFTGREENE
WWW.MOSFTGREENE.COM
80 LAFAYETTE AVENUE BROOKLYN NY  |  718-797-2849

KARAOKE
(KARA-MO-KE)

TUESDAYS

9PM-1AM HOSTED BY 
SHELLY WATSON

MO’ FUNNY SUNDAYS
HOSTED BY Dave Lester & Friends

9PM-11PM 

LIVE DJ’S
10PM-4AM 

Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

It’s lots of pun (get it?): Amateur wordsmiths will test their 
comedic skills at the Punderdome 3000, which attracts tons of 
Brooklynites who want to prove they have a way with words.
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Stop by Central Library’s Plaza every Wednesday in June and July
for a swingin’ good time at these free outdoor concerts!

Showtime is 7 PM, preceded by swing dance lessons at 6:30 PM.
(Rain dates are on Thursdays unless otherwise noted.)

New Sounds This Season

The Wiyos 
The spirit of blues, ragtime, spirituals and Appalachian 

jug-band music, featuring harmonica, washboard, kazoo, 

banjo and guitar.

Wednesday, July 11, 6:30 PM

Gregorio Uribe Big Band
Musicians from around the world create a masterpiece 

of Afro-Colombian rhythms with funk grooves and 

powerful big-band arranging.

Wednesday, July 18, 6:30 PM

Matt Munisteri  
Exploration of the music of the largely forgotten 

composer Willard Robison, who emerged in the 1920s 

as an early prototype of the American singer-songwriter.

Wednesday, July 25, 6:30 PM

5003.AD_6.29

For more cultural events at your Library, visit us online at 

www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/events/culture-arts.

Feluccio

Authentic Italian Cuisine & 
Neopolitan Pizza

Look for us on Facebook & Yelp
Open Tues-Thurs 5-11, Fri 5-12, Sat 12-12
BRUNCH: Sat, Sun, 12–3 pm, 2 courses,  
Unlimited Mimosas, $13.95 per person

364 Prospect Avenue
(corner of Seventh Avenue)

718-768-0202

CRAFT BEER & WINE

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com

By Ian Rios
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’ve gotten older — 
and they haven’t gotten 
any cooler.

Toad the Wet Sprocket, 
the 90s folk rockers famous 
for songs like “All I Want” 
and “Walk on the Ocean,” 
have reunited and will bring 
their oversharing and emo-
tional honesty to Brooklyn 
Bowl on July 31.

And don’t worry — the 
cult favorites are still inspir-
ing longtime fans to flip open 
their journals and get senti-
mental.

“People connected with 
us because our music was 
so willing to overshare,” said 
Glen Phillips, the band’s vo-
calist.

Even in their heyday, the 
rockers never scored cool 
points, Phillips said.

“During the 90s, we were 
the ugly stepchildren with all 
these cool bands like Green 
Day and U2,” he said. “We 
were softy, overly emo-
tional geeks, when most 
rock bands were so good at 
being cool.”

After taking 12 years off 
to pursue their own paths in 
the music industry, Toad the 

Wet Sprocket has come back 
together to find that they’re 
all still on the same page — a 
markedly uncool page.

But the band still believes 
in giving the audience music 
that’s deeply personal.

“We’re the same people, 
but we have more questions 
now,“ said Phillips. “We won-
der when we can retire, how 
the environment is affecting 
our kids, etcetera. We feel 
like we’ve grown up with our 
audience.”

Toad the Wet Sprocket 
recently released “All You 
Want,” a remake of some of 
their greatest hits. 

It’s an album that feels fa-
miliar while still fresh — it is, 
after all, a collection of pop-
ular Toad the Wet Sprocket 
songs covered by Toad the 
Wet Sprocket. 

Since then, Phillips and the 
rest of the band have been 
hard at work making an al-
bum of new songs for release 
— and judging by the vocal-
ist’s attitude, it’s not going to 
disappoint their overly ear-
nest fans. 

“If you look deep enough 
into anything, anything, there 
is beauty,” Phillips said.

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

S
ome children of Gener-
ation X have been wait-
ing for this moment since 

1991.
The Counting Crows may 

have been around for more 
than two decades, but the show 
they’re playing in July will be 
their first gig in the indie music 
borough of Brooklyn.

Yes, your comically un-
hip boss’s favorite band has 
toured the world in their 20-
plus years of existence, but 
they have never stepped foot 
on the fertile ground that is a 
Brooklyn stage.

“I’ve been to Brooklyn,” 
singer Adam Duritz prom-
ised. “I’ve just never played 
there.”

The group, which the av-
erage editor would proba-

bly not deem “current,” (of 
course, this is not your aver-
age newspaper) did peak in 
the 90s — known for trends 
such as Beanie Babies, “This 
is Your Brain on Drugs” com-
mercials, and American pros-
perity  — but they’ve been 
chugging along since, releas-
ing three albums that culmi-
nated with the “Underwater 
Sunshine,” a compilation of 
covers of mostly unknown 
songs that the band released 
in April.

In the right circles, the 
show the group will play on 
July 17 in Williamsburg is a 
marquee ticket.

“They may not be hip 
and trendy, but the Counting 
Crows are a solid rock band,” 
said Community Newspaper 
Group editor Vince DiMiceli, 
who claims he heard “Mr. 
Jones,” on the radio in 1993 

and ran out to purchase a com-
pact disc of the group’s “Au-
gust and Everything After,” 
that same day. “They are ac-
complished musicians who 
are excellent song writers 
and they’re not afraid to al-
low their influences to come 
out. Every year they should 
open Celebrate Brooklyn.”

Duritz for his part, seemed 
to tacitly agree.

“I’ve always wanted to 
play Prospect Park,” said the 
dread-locked frontman.

This arts reporter is glad 
the Crows are finally getting 
the chance, if only so his es-
teemed editor will stop ask-
ing about it.

The Counting Crows 
at the Williamsburg Park 
[50 Kent Avenue at North 
12 Street, (718) 963–0830, 
www.ticketmaster.com]. 
July 17, 5 pm. $50.

Unhip and proud of it
Unabashedly emotional 90s rockers are back

Crows coming 
home to roost
Brooklyn fans excited to fi nally 
see their band play the borough 

Toad the Wet Sprocket 
at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave., btwn North 
11 and North 12 streets in 
Williamsburg. (718) 963–
3369. brooklynbowl.com] 
July 31, 6 pm. $20.

M U S I C

Unhipsters: Toad the Wet Sprocket will play Brooklyn Bowl on July 31.

20 years and counting: After waiting for over two decades, The Brooklyn Pa-
per is excited to welcome 90s legends Counting Crows to the borough for a 
July 17 concert in Williamsburg.
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IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday 
across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Downtown, 
Brownstone Brooklyn 
and Bay Ridge. 
Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, 
plus our original 
columnists, 
cartoonists and the 
world’s best Cyclones 
coverage in a convenient package. It’s one-stop 
shopping with excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers our neighborhoods with 
the intensity of BrooklynPaper.com. The award-
winning site is 
updated several 
times every 
day, offering 
fresh news, arts 
and features 
— faster, better 
and deeper than 
any other online 
publication. Visit 
it several times a 
day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DOWNTOWN EDITION

“There’s so much partic-
ipation; it makes the expe-
rience that much more vis-
ceral,” said Arber.

Another performance 
turns viewers’ phones into 
game controllers by letting 
the audience decide what per-
formers should do by sending 
texts mid-show — and actors 
respond in real-time.

The Brick Theater even 
riffs on the classic pre-per-
formance warning, inform-
ing viewers: “This is a ‘Text-
Based-Aventure’; please do not 
turn off your cell phones.”

The festival also has live 
music — augmented, of 
course, by games.

In “Modal Combat,” two 
classical guitarists duel to the 
death, but their strums don’t just 

make music, they trigger kung-
fu characters to do battle in a 
modified version of the classic 
game “Mortal Kombat.”

Artists also updated the 
drab gray lines of the orig-
inal “Etch-a-Sketch” by de-
signing a knobbed toy that lets 
festival-goers create drawings 
decorated with text and scored 
by random cello notes.

It all amounts to a unique 
and inventive theater experi-
ence that explores game cul-
ture and interactive storytell-
ing, Arber said.

“It’s easy to sit and be 
passive during entertain-
ment,” said Arber. “But 
sometimes it’s more fun to 
be involved.”

Game Play festival at the 
Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189, www.
bricktheater.com], July 
6–28. Tickets $5–15.

GAMES...
Continued from page 7

Introduction to Social Media: Twitter
Monday, July 2 | 6-8pm | $10
Learn to use this popular online tool to connect with 
your audiences.

Basic Field Production
Tuesday, July 3 | 2-5pm or 6-8pm | $50

Community Media Program Orientation
Tuesday, July 3 | 6pm | FREE

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 

HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 

MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 

Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 

Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 

Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

Game stop: Actor Len Rella and writer and director Charles Battersby are part 
of a theater festival focused on videogames and boardgames.
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don Shimoda, and Aufgabe 
#11. Free. 7 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 3rd St. 
(718) 763–3195], www.the-
oldstonehouse.org. 

SUN, JULY 1
JAPANESE SHIBORI CLASS: 

Katrin Reifeiss, a Brooklyn 
based designer and Shibori 
expert teaches this one-
day class. Students will 
learn the basics of Shibori, 
a Japanese shaped-resist 
dye process. All materials 
will be provided and no ex-
perience is necessary. Each 
student will walk away with 
a silk scarf that they create! 
$60. 3 pm. By Brooklyn 
Shop [261 Smith Street in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 643-
0606]. 

ESTELLE AND EDDIE 
MONEY AT FORT HAM-
ILTON ARMY BASE: Two 
of your favorite performers 
honor our troops and our 
nation’s independence at 
New York City’s only army 
base: Fort Hamilton! Regis-
ter online! Free. 4 pm. Fort 
Hamilton Army Base (Fort 
Hamilton, at the corner of 
101st Street & Fort Hamil-
ton Pkwy in Bay Ridge/Fort 
Hamilton), events.r20.con-
stantcontact.com/register/
event?oeidk=a07e5jwjtab7
11aeeb1&llr=84drsmfab. 

FIREWORKS: Concert fea-
turing Estelle and Eddie 
Money along with a fi re-
works display on the water. 
Pre-registration required. 
No coolers, backpacks, 
pets or contraband al-
lowed. Blankets, lawn 
chairs and strollers permit-
ted (Click on Indepen-
dence Day banner). Free. 
6 pm. Ft. Hamilton Base 
(Entrance on Seventh Ave. 
and Poly Place in Dyker 
Heights), www.hamilton-
mwr.com. 

MON, JULY 2
READING, READING: “With 

Liberty and Justice for 
Some: How the Law Is 
Used to Destroy Equality 
and Protect the Powerful”: 
Left-wing commentator 
Glenn Greenwald launches 
the paperback edition of 
his latest book, which dis-
cusses how the American 
justice system has become 
a tool of the 1%. $5. 7 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

TUES, JULY 3
PUNDERDOME 3000 - 

NYC’S MOST PUNTASTIC 
COMPETITION: Hosted by 
a self-proclaimed “Rodney 
Dangerfi eld imperson-
ator” and his daughter 
(Fred and Jo Firestone), 
PUNDERDOME 3000 is a 
pun competition for wier-
dos and pun-lovers alike! 
All are welcome to attend 
this wild-n-crazy round 
robin event, but only the 
fi rst 24 individuals/duos 
to sign-up at the door will 
have a chance to compete. 
Pun-masters are deter-
mined through a “human 
clap-o-meter” system 
voted on by the audience. 
Great big kitchen appliance 
prizes and celebrity judges 
guaranteed. $6-7. 8:00 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855-3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

WED, JULY 4
GREENMARKET: Local pro-

duce; fresh baked goods 
and seasonal goodies, WIC 
and Senior FMNP coupons 
accepted. Free. 8 am–3 
pm. Bartel-Pritchard Circle 
(15th St. and Prospect Park 
West in Prospect Park), 
www.prospectpark.org. 

YOGA ON THE FARM: Join 
us on the lawn for one 
hour of yoga at the Wyck-
off Farmhouse Museum 

Wednesday at 5:30pm 
starting June 27th. Classes 
will explore movement 
(asana) and breathing 
(pranayama) techniques 
to warm up the body and 
relax themind. We wel-
come beginner as well as 
more seasoned yogis. $5. 
5:30 pm. Wyckoff Farm-
house [5816 Clarendon Rd, 
between East 58th and 
East 59th streets in East 
Flatbush, (718) 629-5400]. 

THURS, JULY 5
MOVIES, SYFY MOVIES 

WITH A VIEW: E.T.: The 
Extra-Terrestrial (PG): This 
is the 13th season of Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s movie 
series on Thursdays this 
summer. Shorts are curated 
by BAMcinématek, and DJs 
from Brooklyn Radio kick 
off the evening. Bike valet 
provided by Transportation 
Alternatives. Free. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park [334 
Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

FILM, THE IMPOSTER - 
ROOFTOP FILMS SUM-
MER SERIES: Rooftop 
Films, indieWIRE, and 
Snag Films celebrate our 
16 year anniversaries with 
a special sneak preview of 
The Imposter. An engag-
ing investigation into a 
bizarre 1997 case in which a 
French man impersonated 
a missing adolescent from 
San Antonio that combines 
non-fi ction detective work 
with an alluring sense of 
mystery. 8:00pm Doors 
open, 8:30pm Live music, 
9:00pm Film, 11:30pm-
1:00am After-party. $12. 
8:00 PM. Automotive High 
School [50 Bedford Ave. 
in Williamsburg, (718) 417-
7362], www.rooftopfi lms.
com/2012/schedule/im-
poster. 

CONCERT, CATCH THE 
BEAT: Late-summer house 
band the Beat Connection 
throws it down at the Knit-
ting Factory to celebrate 
the release of a new EP. 
$12. 8:30 pm. Knitting Fac-
tory [361 Metropolitan Ave. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8
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HEAD
CASE
$65

DOG DAY CYCLERY
115 VAN BRUNT ST

T 347.799.2739

www.dogdaycyclery.com

at Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529-6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

FRI, JULY 6
MUSIC, JACK WARSHAW 

AT FREDDY’S BAR: Jack 
returns to his home town 
from Hampshire, England 
where he has lived and 
made his name as a folk-
singer/songwriter over 4 
decades. free. 6:30 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768-0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

OPERA IN FLATBUSH: 
Menotti’s “The Me-
dium” shows with a cast 
that includes artists from 
Opera Oggi’s Young Artist 
Program. 8 pm. Flatbush 
Reformed Church [890 Flat-
bush Ave. in Flatbush, (718) 
284-5140], www.fl atbush-
church.org. 

FILM, NEW YORK FILMMAK-
ERS - ROOFTOP FILMS 
SUMMER SERIES: Many 
of the most innovative 
fi lms and fi lmmakers in the 
world are coming out of 
Brooklyn. Kicking off our 
series in Downtown BK, we 
present daring shorts by 
local fi lmmakers.Many of 
the most innovative fi lms 

and fi lmmakers in the world 
are coming out of Brook-
lyn. 8:00pm Doors open, 
8:30pm Live music, 9:00pm 
Films. FREE. 8 PM. Metro-
tech Commons [Bridge 
Street and Johnson Street 
in Downtown Brooklyn, 
(718) 417-7362], www.roof-
topfi lms.com/2012/sched-
ule/new-york-fi lmmakers. 

SAT, JULY 7

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TOUR, DITMAS PARK WALK-

ING TOUR: Ditmas Park’s 
glorious collection of old 
houses are the subject of 
this walking tour, lead by 
historian Francis Morrone. 
$20. 2 pm. Ditmas Park, 
(212) 935-2075, www.mas.
org/tours. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, STAR SPANGLED 

SUMMER: Outdoor con-
cert performed by the 
Brooklyn Community Wind 
Ensemble and Concert 
Band. Free. 8 pm. Kings-
borough Community Col-
lege [2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Oxford Street in Manhat-
tan Beach, (718) 368-5596], 
www.onstageatkinsbor-
ough.org. 
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Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.
Limited-time offer. HTC One X requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions 
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gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Beats Audio experience requires compatible accessories, sold separately. For more information, please visit 
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now covers New York City.

Get all the coverage you need! 
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack. 

1.866.MOBILITY
ATT.COM/NETWORK

VISIT A STORE

$19999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

Enjoy music and movies 
with built-in Beats Audio™ 

Super-fast 8.0 megapixel camera

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

The Owl Farm Bar [297 9th St., between Fifth and Fourth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-4988]. Open daily, 2 pm–4 am.

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

P
ut on your boater and wax 
up your moustaches.

The Paragon Ragtime 
Orchestra, the world’s only 
professional ragtime ensem-
ble — complete with strings 
and horns — are playing the 
classic syncopated sounds of 
the early 20th Century, put-
ting on a set of songs by the 
legendary performer and 
tunesmith George M. Co-
han. Broadway star Colin 
Pritchard will actually be 

singing and dancing along 
to music, at the Hot Sum-
mer Nights concert series 
at Kingsborough College 
on July 14.

The show marks the sec-
ond time at Kingsborough 
for the orchestra, and con-
ductor Rick Benjamin says 
he loves the venue for both 
its seaside breezes and the 
area’s heritage.

“Many musicians from 
the 19th and 20th Centu-
ries hung out in the area,” 
said Benjamin, naming com-
poser John Philip Souza as 
one of the neighborhood’s 
old regulars.

Benjamin, who formed 
Paragon with fellow Juil-
liard students after finding 
a sheaf of old sheet music by 
the Victor Talking Machine 
Company in 1986, said the 
Cohan-centric songset came 
out of a crate he found in an 
attic holding many of the mu-
sician’s pieces. 

“It’s what I do, I discover 
lost musical scores, and I 
present my discoveries as 
concerts and recordings,” 
said Benjamin. 

Kingsborough director 
Anna Becker says she likes the 
Cohan material — which in-
cludes the classic “It’s a Grand 
Old Flag” — for its good old-
fashioned Americanism.

“It has a great patriotic 
frame to it, which our au-
dience will enjoy,” Becker 
said, adding that she will 
clear the floor in front of 
the stage for those who want 
to show off their old-school 
dance moves.

For Benjamin, Cohan’s 
work is the foundation of 
the United States’s musical 
culture.

“The very idea of rhyth-
mic music with syncopation 
as American music was pi-
oneered by George Cohan,” 
Benjamin said.

And Pritchard’s perfor-
mance, complete with impro-
vised story-telling asides in 
the style of the master himself 
— “resurrecting the ghost 
of Cohan,” as Benjamin puts 
it — brings the whole show 
together.

Paragon Ragtime Or-
chestra at Kingsborough 
Community College [2001 
Oriental Boulevard between 
Perry and Decatur avenues 
in Manhattan Beach. (914) 
764—3133]. July 14, 8 pm. 
Free.

Band is bold, old
Classic ragtime band brings tunes to boro

Golden oldies: The Paragon Ragtime Orchestra is 
coming to Brooklyn.
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2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

“I thought I would never
find the right doctor.”.

We fixed that.
Physician Referral Service

New York Methodist has over 1,000 affiliated
physicians. These experienced doctors, many from
the world’s most prestigious universities and medical
centers, represent just about every medical specialty
you might need. To find the right doctors for you and
your family, contact our Physician Referral Service.  

506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn • 718-499-CARE • www.nym.org
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The Slope is alive with 
the sound of music.

Community 
arts education 
for all ages. 

58 Seventh Avenue  
Brooklyn, NY 11217  
718-622-3300

REGISTER 

NOW 

FOR FALL 
CLASSES!

I just realized the only time 
my little family can get 
together and do some-

thing this summer is during 
one weekend in August. 

Maybe.
My teenage daughters’ 

lives keep expanding and 
the old idea of family va-
cations has gone the way of 
training wheels, kindergar-
ten, and day camp. 

My vacation needs family
When they 

were young, 
summers felt 
long and re-
laxed. There 
were whole 
weeks to explore 
other parts of the 
city, and we had 
annual pilgrimages to Co-
ney Island, the Bronx Zoo, 
Central Park, and Staten Is-

land (well, at least the Ferry 
part). We had time to visit 
our friends who moved to 

the suburbs, where we dis-
covering new, delicious ice 
cream shops. And there was 
always the big family trip 
to New Hampshire to visit 
Gram and Grandpa. We had 
all that, and a family va-
cation, too.

But now our lives are on 
12-month calendars. Sports 
practices start in August, 
there are journeys with 
friends that last days, and 
even vacations with other 
families. Or they can travel 
on their own, for instance 
my older daughter is going 
solo to her aunt’s for a visit 
and a college tour.

I always thought that 
family time is important 
and that mom, dad and chil-
dren going on a vacation 
is significant. 

But as the kids age, and 
I look at how my life has 
turned out, I’m not so sure 
that is the case. All of my 
siblings live in different 
cities and come together 
only sporadically for fam-
ily events. 

But all the children and 
spouses have only been to-
gether for a big birthday 
party once or twice a de-
cade. Sure, when the fam-
ily converges, but in reality, 
my adult family relation-
ships happen in small 
groups or one-on-one. 

My girls are moving 
in that direction, form-
ing their grown-up rela-

tionships with aunts, un-
cles, cousins, and me. More 
and more, of our time to-
gether is tête-à-tête, and I 
see the future, meeting up 
with one of them for a meal 
or event, visiting them on 
their turf. 

Part of me resists giv-
ing up the family vacation. 
There’s something grati-
fying about having the 
kids around and being to-
gether. But that may just 
be a vanity play, a self-in-
dulgent occasion for me to 
feel patriarchal and self-
important. 

Maybe it’s best to scrap 
the annual expedition be-
fore it becomes a dreaded 
childhood memory for my 
girls, where I try to make 
them feel guilty for run-
ning off on their own in-
stead of spending time 
with me. Maybe its time 
to look forward to a new 
version of the summer va-
cation, when they want to 
do something together, and 
I get to babysit the grand-
children. 

I want to believe that 
family life is unchang-
ing, but it’s not. As my 
children are grow up, our 
family life evolves. So it’s 
time for me to get with the 
program and move into the 
next stage.

But I still enjoy that 
one weekend we have to-
gether.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552

In one case, Heather Ham-
ilton — a mom who has a 
one-year-old — purchased a 
weatherworn bench and a ta-
ble, both of which are deco-
rated with chipped paint.

A blood test later showed 
the tot had “excessive” lead 
exposure levels, so she set 
out to find the toxic source 
in her home.

“I was so distraught,” she 
said. “I flipped out and hired 
a lead inspector.”

She says the expert pin-
pointed two culprits: a bench 
and a table, both purchased 
from Trailer Park and hand-
made by Amish craftsmen 
from 100-year-old wood re-
cycled from a barn.

And Hamilton isn’t the 
only one who’s worried. 

Jill Penman, a mother of 
two, purchased a white cabi-
net from the same shop then 
conducted an at-home test 
with a swab after she had a 
baby. She claims the cabinet, 
which she kept in her kid’s 
playroom, contained more 
than 600 parts per million 
of lead — far in excess of 
the nationwide cap of 90 
parts per million of lead in 
all household goods manu-
factured after 2009.

“There was lead dust all 
over the floor where my tod-
dler had been crawling,” Pen-
man said. “It’s frustrating and 
scary.”

Lead exposure can cause 
stomachaches, hearing loss, 
and brain damage in extreme 
cases.

The custom-made furni-
ture in question must follow 
the same rules even though 
the materials come pre-
coated in paint from an era 

“It’s close to our hearts,” 
said neighbor Ginger Clark. 

Clark, who called the inci-
dent “tragic and unexplained,”  
said she and other garden-
goers awoke to the sound of 
chainsaws just after 6:30 am 
and gathered in front of the 
mini-park and watched in hor-
ror as two men tossed the trees 
into a portable mulching ma-
chine, then drove away in a 
black Mercedes Benz truck.

Witness Larry Francis said 
the driver covered the truck’s 
license plate with a silver flap 
so he could not be tracked.

Neighbors are upset — 
and they’re not sure whose 
responsible.

The blog  I Love Frank-
lin Ave published a memo  
from garden-supporters who 
claim a developer has been 
trying to seize the lot, which 
many call the “Bedford Ave-
nue Community Park.”

© 2012 PrimeLending, A PlainsCapital Company. Trade/service marks 
are the property of PlainsCapital Corporation, PlainsCapital Bank, or 
their respective affiliates and/or subsidiaries. Some products may not be 
available in all states. This is not a commitment to lend. Restrictions 
apply. All rights reserved.  PrimeLending, A PlainsCapital Company 
(NMLS no: 13649) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of a state-chartered 
bank and is an exempt lender in NY.
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Banker 
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Over 20 Years Experience!
Mortgages without obstacles.

when higher lead levels were 
legal, said Consumer Product 
Safety Commission spokes-
woman Patty Davis.

“Any product manufac-
tured after 2009 must com-
ply,” she said.

Trailer Park owner Chris 
Houghton said he has re-
ceived calls from parents 
concerned about the furni-

ture, but he claims any lead 
exposure cannot be solely 
linked to his products.

“You can’t say it’s just my 
furniture — there are so many 
other factors,” he said.

Houghton added that 
many products at his shop 
are made from freshly cut 
wood — not just recycled 
materials.

“If you have a child, and 
you’re concerned about it, 
don’t buy it,” he said.

Records show the land has 
been privately owned for years 
and was sold last week to Bed-
ford Realty LLC, which did not 
return calls for comment.

Garden advocates are 
planning a candlelight vigil 
on June 27 mourn the mass 
tree death. 

Some residents have also 
filed a police report with 77th 
Precinct, which did not return 
calls by press time.

“Those trees brought a 
comfort and shade to the 
block,” Francis said. “It’s 
upsetting.”

a roof-top lounge, which I 
think will be a tremendous 
asset to the community,” said 
Kathleen Cudahy, a represen-
tative for the builder.

Bistricer is purchasing the 
property from the Watch-
tower Bible and Tract Soci-
ety, but the cost of the sale 
remains unclear.

His spokeswoman says its 
current stewards have kept the 
building in great shape since 
they took it over in 1983, but 
he intends on making some 
big changes including adding 
the eatery, the roof-top bar, 
and 78 guest rooms.

The plan has won the sup-
port of Community Board 2’s 
land-use and executive com-
mittees and will now go be-
fore the Board of Standards 
and Appeals — an obscure 
but powerful city agency.

Bistricer hopes to begin 
construction this fall and 
open to guests late next year 
with rooms priced at around 

Continued from page 1
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Continued from page 1

TREES...

never have a place to stay,” 
said hotel neighbor Ashley 
Phyfe.

Joe Secondino, who co-
owns the Heights Cafe across 
the street from the Bossert 
Hotel, said he hopes an in-
flux of tourists will mean 
more business.

But some fear a bustling 
hotel will bring noise and 
taxi cab traffic to one of the 
borough’s more quiet neigh-
borhoods — especially when 
the rooftop lounge opens for 
business.

“I used to live in Manhat-
tan, and [Brooklyn Heights] 
is just so much more per-
sonal,” said Sandra Kamer-
man. “It’s been residential 
and quiet here, but it’s be-
come more and more Man-
hattan-like.”

The hotel building is the 
latest major Brooklyn real 
estate holding sold off by 
the Watchtower Society, 
which has thinned its sub-
stantial portfolio by dropping 
a number of properties near 
its headquarters in DUMBO 
and Brooklyn Heights. 

Continued from page 1

BOSSERT...

$250 per night.
Both Brooklyn Heights 

residents and businesses are 
eager to see the “Waldorf-As-
toria of Brooklyn” return to 
America’s first suburb.

“I’m excited — my par-
ents come to visit and they 

The lobby of the Bossert 
Hotel will once again be 
filled with tourists.
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Visit mta.info/bustime

The end of 
waiting for 
the bus. 
Introducing MTA Bus Time 
on the B61. Know where and 
when your bus will arrive, in 
real time.

eroo as proof of the People’s 
Playground’s growing pop-
ularity.

“What this shows is the 
remarkable success of Co-
ney Island,” said Shea.

The contest will be 
streamed live online at noon 
at ESPN3.com, which is only 
available to web users who 
subscribe to an ESPN-affil-
iated Internet service.

 The competition will also 
air at 3 pm on ESPN.

A spokesperson for the 
NYPD did not immedi-
ately respond to inquiries 
about crowds influencing 
the start time.

No matter when the feed-
ing frenzy begins, this year’s 
hot dog-eating contest will 
be one for the ages.

A victory would give 
reigning chomp-ion Joey 
“Jaws” Chestnut his sixth-
straight Mustard Belt — tie-
ing the record set by his arch-
nemesis, the legendary eater 
Takeru Kobayashi.

After  first defeating a 
seemingly unbeatable Ko-
bayashi in 2007  when the 
Japanese eater was suffering 
from jawthritis, the mouth 
from San Jose has become the 
dominant force in competi-
tive eating by shattering ex-
isting records with 66 HDBs 
(hot dogs and buns) in 2007 
and 68 in 2009.

Following three straight 
defeats in Coney Island, Ko-
bayashi stopped competing 
at Nathan’s, citing a con-
tract dispute, and was ar-
rested when he rushed the 
stage in 2010 — but last year 
he set a contested world re-
cord with 69 HDBs in a solo 
demonstration at a Manhat-
tan rooftop. This year, Ko-
bayashi will compete in an 
independent July 4 contest 
at the Bushwick pizzeria Ro-
berta’s that’s  sponsored by 
the hip hot dog shop Crif 
Dogs .

Chestnut is already con-
sidered among history’s 
greatest competitive eaters 
— and a sixth-straight vic-
tory would leave him in po-
sition to surpass Kobayashi 
as the winningest mandible 
ever to bite into a Nathan’s 
hot dog.

Insiders say his odds look 
good.

Bookies from Las Vegas’s 
 www.sportsbook.ag  give 
Chestnut a 90 percent chance 
of victory — his highest odds 
in the last five years. 

But this year won’t be a 
picnic for Chestnut, espe-
cially with Patrick “Deep 
Dish” Bertoletti chomping 
at the bits.

The eater from Chicago 
— who finished second last 
year with 53 HDBs — has 
bested Chestnut in cheeses-
teak, chicken wing, and rib 
contests, and he’s looking 
to add hot dogs to that list 
this year.

“I just need to push my-
self a little more,” Bertoletti 
said. “I have equal stomach 
capacity with Chestnut, and 
if I show up and it’s my day, 
I can beat him.”

Even with the odds stacked 
against him, Bertoletti is 
happy to be the biggest ob-
stacle between Chestnut and 
hot dog history.

“I’m as confident as I’ve 
ever been,” Bertoletti said. “If 
Chestnut’s going to lose, this 
is gonna be the year.”

But Chestnut doesn’t 
sound scared — the typi-
cally reticent eater has even 
taken to Twitter to  taunt his 
closest rival .

“We should do a banish-
ment contest, loser never 
competes again,” he said, be-
fore making a remark about 
Bertoletti’s private parts that 
cannot be published in a fam-
ily newspaper.

pate in the previously unri-
valed Nathan’s Famous In-
ternational Hot Dog-Eating 
Championship.

“It’s going to be wild,” La-
Montagne, co-owner of the 
famed cupcakery Georgetown 
Cupcake, told Brooklyn Daily. 
“We’ve never done a cupcake-
eating contest before.”

Seven professional com-
petitive eaters from All Pro 
Eating, the organization sanc-
tioning the event, will square 
off at 5 pm on W. 12th Street 
to see who can scarf down 
more vanilla cupcakes with 
vanilla buttercream frosting 
in eight minutes, event orga-
nizers said.

LaMontagne predicted that 
the winner will eat around 60 
treats — but even that would 
fall short of the record set by 
Pat “Deep Dish” Bertoletti, 
who ate a stunning 72 cup-
cakes in just six minutes at 
the Isle Waterloo World Cup-
cake Eating Championship 
in April.

That contest was sanc-
tioned by Major League 
Eating, the organization 
that runs the annual Coney 
frank-fest.

Bertoletti said cupcakes 
are a competitive eater’s 
dream.

“As long as they’re soft 
and fresh they’re really easy 
to get down,” said Bertoletti, 
who will be competing in the 
Nathan’s hot dog showdown 

Continued from page 1
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this year instead of LaMon-
tagne’s cupcake war.

Major League Eating Pres-
ident George Shea welcomed 
the cupcake eat-off, claim-
ing that it won’t upstage his 
holiday gorge-fest.

“Let a thousand flowers 
bloom,” Shea said. “Clearly 
the cupcake world is attracted 
to the power of the competi-
tive eating platform.”

The cupcake contest will 
be filmed for an upcoming 
episode of “DC Cupcakes” 
that will air on The Learn-
ing Channel this fall.

Cupcake eating contest 
at Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
[3059 W. 12th Street in Co-
ney Island; (718) 372–2592] 
on June 30 at 5 pm.

Continued from page 1
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ing. But few expected that 
would happen before their 
leases run up at the end of 
December.

“It’s been a roller-coaster,” 
said Allison Robicelli, who 
co-owns Robicelli’s, a cup-
cake and brownie shop that 
opened with the market last 
summer. “We felt like we 
were going to get more no-
tice to plan for the future.”

Urban Space, the group 
that operates the shipping 
container shopping center, 
sent a letter to merchants in-
forming them they will get 
the boot earlier this week and 
promised to move them to a 
nearby location. It is unclear 

where that will be.
Market organizers did not 

return calls for comment, but 
last month a spokeswoman 
for the trendy souk said they 
had been expecting to receive 
a notice of eviction.

The builders behind the 
City Point project — which 
received $20 million in bonds 
from the federal stimulus 
package — said the market 
must move because they re-
cently forged an agreement 
with the department store 
 Century 21 to open a shop 
in their development .

“[The decision] was really 
driven by the commitment of 
Century 21 and the housing 
developers to the site,” said 

project spokesman Tom Mont-
vel-Cohen. “DeKalb Market 
was an interim use of the area, 
but it’s been a great thing to 
bring people Downtown and 
attract them to the area.”

So great in fact that some 
Brooklynites are lamenting 
the pending closure of the 
market, which they said was 
just hitting its stride with the 
addition of new vendors, 
more events, and a license 
to sell beer and wine. 

“This place is just coming 
alive and turning into a des-
tination,” said Julie Marlowe, 
who works at an industrial 
design firm nearby. “These 
are unique small businesses 
that I’d much rather support 
— I’m not sure what a big re-
tail mall will be to the neigh-
borhood.”

Continued from page 1
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ALL TOPPINGS FREE

$3.99

LITTLE CHEESEBURGER

Best Fries in Brooklyn By Citysearch

100% FRESH BEEF -- NO FILLERS OR PRESERVATIVES

#1 RATED

BEST BURGER

Park Place - Park Slope - Metrotech Center - Brooklyn Heights - Cobble Hill - Bay Ridge - Flatbush Ave

Flatbush Ave.
1 Flatbush Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11217
Tel: 718-422-1192

Park Place
164 Park Place

Brooklyn, NY 11217
Tel: 347-889-7300

Park Slope
284 7th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11215
Tel: 718-499-9380

Metrotech Center
2 Metrotech Center
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel: 718-852-9380

Brooklyn Heights
138 Montague St.

Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel: 718-797-9380

Cobble Hill
266 Court St.

Brooklyn, NY 11231
Tel: 347-799-2902

Bay Ridge
8510 5th Ave.

Brookyln, NY 11209
Tel: 718-921-9380

ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE


