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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

The federal government will force 
the city to prevent millions of gallons 
of raw sewage from polluting the Gow-
anus Canal in a surprising addition to the 
much-hyped Superfund cleanup — likely 
through the construction of massive, $78-
million catch basins buried alongside the 
banks of the fetid waterway.

Two gigantic holding tanks would 
catch storm water and hazardous raw 

human waste discharged when sew-
ers overflow during storms at the head 
of the canal near Butler Street and at 
the middle of the waterway near Third 
Street, according to the Environmen-

tal Protection Agency’s newly revealed 
half-billon-dollar proposal.

Combatting sewage overflow was not 
the initial focus of the Superfund plan, 
which will dredge 10 feet of highly con-
taminated muck at the canal floor and 
cover it with a protective cap of sand, clay 
and gravel to prevent remaining toxins 
from seeping back into the ecosystem.

The feds originally targeted the crud 
at the bottom of the canal because it was 
known to be loaded with dangerous con-

taminants including heavy metals and 
chemicals. But when investigators found 
cancer-causing compounds in the sew-
age runoff that floods the canal, they or-
dered the city to keep wastewater out of 
the Gowanus as part of the cleanup.

“When we were doing the investi-
gation three or four years ago we did not 
know whether or not the [combined sew-
age overflows] were an ongoing source 
of chemical pollution — now we know,” 

FLUSH ORDER!
Feds force city to keep sewage out of Gowanus Canal

Cleaning the
Gowanus

YEAR IN 
REVIEW2012

The Brooklyn Paper

It was a year that 
Brooklynites will never 
forget.

The past 12 months 
brought dramatic changes 
to the borough — with 
the excitement of big 
league sports returning 
to Brooklyn and the suf-
fering Hurricane Sandy 
inflicted on residents and 
merchants from Green-
point to Gravesend.

There were laughs 
and there were tears in 
2012, with hard times and 
moments when it seemed 
like nothing could stand 
in Brooklyn’s way.

Reflect with us on the 
year that was:

January
Coney rollers: Borough 

President Markowitz said he 
wants to bring gambling — 
once popular in Coney Island 
until it was outlawed in 1910 
—  back to the Boardwalk . Just 
one problem: it’s still illegal, 
according to state law.

Southpaw KO’d: The be-
loved Park Slope concert venue 
and dance hall Southpaw an-
nounced it would  close to make 
room for a tutoring center , cit-
ing the increasingly family-
friendly demographics of the 
kid-packed neighborhood.

Wee-wee protocol: Co-
ney Island’s PS 90 instituted 
a controversial policy  limit-
ing student bathroom breaks to 
three per week  — a potty rule 
that left some parents unable 
to contain themselves until a 
story by this family of news-
papers helped flush the ban 
down the drain.

February
Jedi rights: A bearded Sith 

stole Jedi instructor Flynn Mi-
chael’s  $400 lightsaber  from 
a Myrtle Avenue bar, sending 
shock waves throughout the 
borough’s Rebel Alliance. 

Who needs milk?: Brook-
lyn moms and dads shocked 
the world yet again, this time 
by offering their young ones 
small decaf capuccinos  dubbed 
babyccinos . The frothy drink 
bubbled over into a true trend, 
forcing the item onto the menus 
of more than a few hip cafes 
and winning the borough’s cof-
fee scene attention from inter-
national news outlets.

March
God is the question: A 

heated but  heavily symbolic 
scuffle broke out in Williams-
burg  over an atheist billboard 
after a landlord barred the sign 
from rising on his roof, in a 
largely Orthodox Jewish sec-
tion of the neighborhood. The 

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Transportation-starved Red Hook 
commuters must wait several more 
months before the long-shuttered 
Smith–Ninth Street subway station 
finally reopens.

The closed transit hub on the bor-
der of Red Hook and Carroll Gar-
dens was  most recently slated to re-
open on Dec. 31  after 19 months of 
renovations — but that date has been 
pushed back until late March of next 
year, according to the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority.

“The contractor is behind schedule 

on this project due to problems with 
sub-contractors and the challenges as-
sociated with the unique design of the 
station,” MTA spokeswoman Deirdre 
Parker said in a statement. 

The contractor’s “poor manage-
ment” of the station’s rehabilitation 
is one of the causes of the prolonged 
delay, according to a recent report 
by the MTA’s Capital Program Over-
sight Committee, which says the sta-
tion repairs will not be completed in 
full until April. 

“Insufficient manpower and qual-
ity control, and other design issues” 
contributed to the postponement, the 

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

The city will torch debris left behind 
by Hurricane Sandy instead of turning 
it into mulch because burning the lum-
ber is more environmentally sound, of-
ficials decided last Tuesday.

The Department of Environmental 
Protection approved a variance this week 

TRAIN DELAYS
Smith–Ninth rehab running late, 
station won’t reopen for months

Fuel for 
the fi re

Commuters must wait a few 
more months before they see 
this beautiful sight at the Smith–
Ninth Street station.

report said. 
Red Hook commuters, who are 

strapped for public transportation op-
tions even when the elevated station 
servicing the F and G lines is opera-
ble, are outraged by the news.  

The Superfund cleanup plan for the notoriously filthy Gowanus Ca-
nal mandates that the city prevent millions of gallons of raw sewage 
from polluting the waterway.
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By Staff Reporters
The Brooklyn Paper

No one knows what the future 
holds — but that doesn’t mean we 
can’t make educated guesses. These 
movers, leaders, shakers, and mak-
ers will likely have a profound im-
pact on Brooklyn in 2013, our panel 
of experts concluded.

1: Eric Adams
It’s hard to believe it, but Bor-

ough President Markowitz won’t 
be borough president forever.

This year will be his last year 
in office — and someone will 
need to fill his shoes.

The current frontrunner in the 
Beep race is Prospect Heights 
state Sen. Eric Adams, a former 
cop who made a name for himself 
by trying to stop the sale of as-
sault weapons, battling stop-and-
frisk, and attempting to “Stop the 
Sag” — an effort to keep the bor-
ough’s youth from wearing pants 
below their waistlines.

“I’ve always wanted to be bor-
ough president,”  Adams told us 
in 2012 .

Watch to see if 2013 is the year 
when his dream comes true.

2. Joshua Rechnitz
Reticent Manhattan philan-

thropist Joshua Rechnitz came out 
of nowhere in 2012 when he an-
nounced his  whopping $40 mil-
lion donation  toward the construc-
tion of a  velodrome and athletic 
facility  in Brooklyn Bridge Park. 
Then he stunned Brooklynites for 
a second time by  buying up a der-
elict Gowanus warehouse dubbed 
the “Bat Cave”  in a bid to turn it 

into an arts space.
What’s next for the borough’s 

tight-lipped, bike-riding benefac-
tor? Brooklynites will have to wait 
and see.

3. Mitik
Times are bound to get easier 

for Brooklyn’s biggest baby.
Mitik, the new walrus in Coney 

Island, had a tough first year. The 
infant  nearly lost his life  when he 
was separated from his pack and 
left stranded in the open ocean off 
of Alaska. Rescuers nursed the or-
phan back to health and brought 
him to the New York Aquarium, 
where he was scheduled to rest in 
a quarantine before meeting his 
new walrus buddies and legions 
of adoring fans — but Hurricane 
Sandy promptly slammed the Peo-
ple’s Playground and  put the tour-
ist attraction under water .

Mitik escaped the storm without 
injury, but the damaged aquarium 
 isn’t expecting to reopen until May  
at the earliest. Lovers of undersea 
life will have to wait until then be-
fore they finally have their chance 
to meet the borough’s handsom-
est mustached mammal.

4. Frank Seddio
He’s the new boss — and 

only time will tell if he’s the same 
as the old boss.

Ex-judge and former Assem-
blyman Frank Seddio took con-
trol of a fractured Brooklyn Dem-
ocratic Party after Assemblyman 
Vito Lopez stepped down from 
the influential post amid allega-
tions of sexual harassment.

Seddio, a longtime Lopez ally 
and member of the old guard 

Thomas Jefferson Democratic 
Club, will spend 2013 leading a 
party split between former back-
ers of the Lopez machine and those 
who fought to overthrow it. Polit-
icos will watch to see if he can 
keep the union together — and he 
told us last year that times have 
changed since Lopez left.

“This is the new Brooklyn,” 
 he said . “It’s not them and us 
but we.”

5. Silent Barn
Queens’ loss could be Brook-

lyn’s gain. The quirky, experimen-
tal art space  Silent Barn is mak-
ing the move from Ridgewood to 
Bushwick  — and 2013 will deter-
mine the future of the acclaimed 
do-it-yourself venue.

Will Silent Barn continue to 
book the kinds of wacky, buzzed-
about, of-the-moment arts events 
that made it a must-hit destina-
tion for gallery-hoppers? Or will 
it become just one more drop in 
the paint bucket that is the Bush-
wick art scene? Stop by in 2013 
and find out.

6. Sir Patrick Stewart
Plenty of stars have settled 

in Brooklyn — but none has trav-
eled as far to get here as legend-
ary Star Trek captain Sir Patrick 
Stewart.

The man who made his name 
playing Jean-Luc Picard relocated 
to Park Slope in the summer of 
2012 and immediately won the 
respect of his neighbors when  he 
turned to Twitter to rant  about 
how tedious it was to get his ca-

Happy New Year!
(Above) Park Slope’s Xavier Jones, 10, blows in 2013 at the New 
Year’s Eve Party at Grand Army Plaza. (At right) At the annual 
New Year’s Day swim at Coney Island, a reveler has a chilly blast 
in the surf.
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13 to watch in 2013
Our predictions for who will make a splash in the new year

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
R

ic
ha

rd
 T

er
m

in
e

Josh Rechnitz

C
o

ur
te

sy
 N

YC
 F

ie
ld

ho
us

e

Mitik

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Ju

lie
 M

ah
er

Sir Patrick Stewart

group  later erected the bill-
board  — which said in He-
brew “You know it’s a myth” 
— in Greenpoint.

Grocery-fication: The 
gourmet megastore Whole 
Foods  announced it will open 
on Bedford Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg , raising cheers from 
neighborhood residents excited 
about organic kale — and con-
cerns from hipsters who say 
the massive food chain is a sign 
that North Brooklyn has lost 
its cool.

Going up: Developers 
 released renderings of a 65 -
story tower  that could become 
Brooklyn’s tallest building 
when it soars above the for-
mer Albee Square Mall as part 
of the City Point development 
in 2015 or 2016.

April
Food fight: The simmer-

ing war between a food ven-
dor and Bay Ridge’s brick-and-

(From top) Hurricane San-
dy hit the borough hard, 
renegade diners disre-
garded “War on Brunch” 
in Greenpoint, tots 
slurped up babyccinos at 
borough cafes and rap 
mogul Jay-Z christened 
the Barclays Center.
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Smoke won’t drift past the blue line on the map when authorities 
torch trees in Floyd Bennett Field, the city says.

City: Burning the 
debris is ‘green’
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See GOWANUS  on page 4

See 2012  on page 3
See 2013  on page 8

See TRAIN  on page 2 See FIRE  on page 2
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866.795.2344   lease@bushterminal.com    882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, 

Manufacturing, Retail, and 

Technology.

WHERE INNOVATION LIVES

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
INVITES PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE

PROPOSED PLAN FOR THE
GOWANUS CANAL SUPERFUND SITE

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announces the opening of a comment period 
on the Proposed Plan and preferred cleanup alternative to address contamination at the 
Gowanus Canal Superfund site in Brooklyn, Kings County, New York. EPA will accept public 
comments on this proposed plan until March 28, 2013. As part of the public comment period, 
EPA will hold two public meetings on the Proposed Plan for the Gowanus Canal Superfund 
site. The first meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 23 at 7:00 PM at the Carroll 
School (P.S. 58) located at 330 Smith Street, Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn. The second 
meeting will be held on Thursday, January 24, 2013 at the Joseph Miccio Community 
Center, 110 West 9th Street, Red Hook, Brooklyn. To learn more about the meetings you 
can contact Natalie Loney, EPA’s Community Involvement Coordinator, at 212-637-3639 or 
1-800-346-5009 or visit our website at www.epa.gov/region2/superfund/npl/gowanus.
 
EPA recently concluded a remedial investigation/feasibility study (RI/FS) for the site to 
assess the nature and extent of contamination and to evaluate cleanup alternatives for 
the site. Based upon the results of this RI/FS, EPA has prepared a Proposed Plan which 
describes the findings of the remedial investigation and also provides the rationale for 
recommending the preferred cleanup alternative. The preferred cleanup alternatives to 
address contamination at the Gowanus Canal Superfund site consist of: 

middle portions of the Canal and stabilizing the remaining contaminated native sediments 
with concrete or similar materials 

portion of the Canal and placing two layer cap over the dredged areas.

The Proposed Plan and other site-related documents are available for public review at the 
following locations:

Joseph Miccio Community Center: 110 West 9th Street, Brooklyn, New York; 718-243-
1528; Hours: 9am – 9pm

Carroll Gardens Library: 396 Clinton Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231;

USEPA Region 2: Superfund Records Center, 290 Broadway, 18th Floor, New York, NY 
10007-1866, 212- 637-4308; Hours: Mon. – Fri., 9am – 5pm

www.epa.gov/region02/superfund/npl/gowanus/

EPA relies on public input to ensure that the selected remedy for each Superfund site meets the needs and 
concerns of the local community. It is important to note that although EPA has identified a preferred cleanup 
alternative for the site, no final decision will be made until EPA has considered all public comments received 
during the public comment period. EPA will summarize these comments along with EPA=s responses in a 
Responsiveness Summary, which will be included in the Administrative Record file as part of the Record of 

Written comments and questions regarding the Gowanus Canal Superfund site, postmarked 
no later than March 28, 2013 may be sent to:

Christos Tsiamis, Remedial Project Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

290 Broadway, 20th Floor
New York, New York 10007-1866

FAX: (212) 637-4257
E-mail: GowanusCanalComments.Region2@epa.gov

“I’m very upset,” said 
Desmond Hill, a Red Hook 
resident. “We have been 
making due for the past 
year and a half by either 
walking or taking the bus to 
the next station. The MTA 
needs to speed up construc-
tion — it’s outrageous.” 

Hill, who lives on Hicks 
Street near Lorraine Street, 
said that his commute to 
work in Coney Island has 
more than doubled since the 
closure of the Smith–Ninth 
Street station — forcing him 
to trek an extra 20 minutes 
to the Carroll Street station 

or hop on an “overcrowded” 
B61 bus to the Fourth Av-
enue–Ninth Street stop to 
catch the F train.  

“The closure and reno-
vation of the Smith–Ninth 
Street station has been the 
worst experience of my 
life,” he said. 

Renovation on the plat-
form level of the station is 
complete — the stop now 
boasts a new platform sur-
face, new rubbing boards, 
new lighting, and a new 
public address system, the 
MTA spokeswoman said.

Now the project is mov-
ing indoors.

to install as many as four air 
curtain burners at the green-
space that can light up top-
pled trees, allowing for the 
24-hour, high-tech incinera-
tion of unwanted lumber from 
now until April 17 — despite 
concerns from neighbors and 
activists who fear the fire will 
damage air quality and hurt 
their lungs.

Environmental activists 
including the New York 
Public Interest Research 
Group, the Sierra Club, and 
the American Lung Associ-
ation argued the fallen hard-
woods would be better off 

sold as mulch, but authori-
ties said turning the trees into 
ash creates less pollution than 
them into compost.

The reason why? Bugs.
To keep the ravenous Asian 

Longhorned Beetle — an in-
vasive hard-shell pest known 
to attack maple, elm, willow, 
birch, poplar, and ash trees 
— from potentially compro-
mising roughly half of the 
city’s five million trees, the 
lumber must be chipped or 
incinerated.

But in order to shred the 
wood in a way sure to erad-
icate any pesky insects, the 
city must feed wood through 

Continued from page 1

FIRE... its chippers twice — each 
time creating harmful emis-
sions from the machines 
themselves, the “fugitive 
dust created by the shred-
ding process,” and the trucks 
that will haul the mulch to 
its final destination, accord-
ing to a variance memoran-
dum sent from Department 
of Environmental Protection 
commissioner Carter Strick-
land to a contractor.

A November test-run led 
the city to conclude that burn-
ing unchipped wood in the 
shipping-container-sized fur-
naces for 24 hours per day, 
seven days per week “would 
not have a significant impact 
on air quality in surround-
ing communities at ground 
level,” according to the city 

document.
A diagram included in the 

city’s memorandum showed 
low levels of pollutants reach-
ing the Marine Park Golf 
Course, Mill Basin, and the 
Toys ‘R’ Us on Flatbush Av-
enue, and slightly higher lev-
els at the Aviator Sports and 
Recreation complex.

But New York Public In-
terest Research Group se-
nior environmental associate 
Laura Haight says the city is 
grossly underestimating the 
amount of emissions created 
by burning the wood — and 
claims the practical applica-
tions of chipped wood more 
than make up for the added 
cost of eradicating the Asian 
Longhorned Beetle.

“Much like burning coal, 

this variance is going to al-
low for increased air pollution 
which can make people sick 
and send them to the hospi-
tal,” said Haight, who fears 
the incineration may bring  an 
affliction called “Rockaway 
cough”  to some of Brook-
lyn’s Hurricane Sandy-bat-
tered neighborhoods. “We’re 
talking about concentrating 
more pollutants in areas that 
are already suffering from 
mold and dust.”

And she says the city 
wouldn’t struggle to find buy-
ers for the double-chopped 
wood.

“There’s a very robust 
market for wood chips,” she 
said. “From the get-go the city 
has been heavily leaning to-
wards these burners.”

“Work continues on the 
new, more spacious control 
house and the reshaping of 
the enclosure of the escala-
tor and stairs to improve cus-
tomer service,” said Parker, 
who confirmed that the sta-
tion is slated to open “by the 
end of the first quarter” in 
March, and that “substantial 
completion of the project will 
come in the second quarter,” 
between April and June. 

The complete renova-
tion of the station, now ex-
pected to cost $41.3 million, 
is part of the city’s $257.5 
million Culver Viaduct re-
habilitation project, which 
includes the restoration of 
several other stations, such 
as the Fourth Avenue–Ninth 
Street stop. 

Continued from page 1

TRAIN...

O U R  C O V E R A G E  O F  T H E  B R O O K LY N  N E T S

For the first two games 
under interim coach P.J. Car-
lesimo, the Nets appeared to 
have righted the ship.

Brooklyn rolled to wins 
over the lowly Charlotte 
Bobcats and Cleveland Cav-
aliers and seemingly had mo-
mentum on its side heading 
into a New Year’s Eve show-
down against the perennial 
powerhouse that is the San 
Antonio Spurs.

The Nets got crushed.
Carlesimo called the 

match-up against San An-
tonio “a statement game” — 
and the statement was clear: 
this team isn’t ready to hang 
with the NBA’s elite. 

What is not clear, how-
ever, is why.

The Nets are a team built 
to win now. They spent mil-
lions in the offseason shoring 
up Deron Williams, Brook 
Lopez, Kris Humphries and 
Gerald Wallace — and ac-
quiring underwhelming 
guard Joe Johnson — with 
the hope to compete with 
the Bulls, Heat, and Celt-

ics in the East.
That has not been the case 

thus far.
The first casualty of the 

Nets’ mediocrity was re-
cently canned coach Avery 
Johnson. After an impressive 
November, injuries in De-
cember halted winning and 
Johnson was never able to get 
his group to refocus.

Even with a change at 
the top, the results through 
three games have followed 
the same narrative: there’s 
no problem with the NBA’s 
weakest teams, but the Nets 
can’t keep up with the 
league’s best.

The 104–73 drubbing 
at the hands of the Spurs, 
which included an histori-
cally awful five-point quar-
ter, further demonstrates that 
these problems go beyond 
the coach.

Maybe the expectations 
heading into the season were 
too high. Maybe this team 
just isn’t much better than 
a low playoff seed. Maybe 
this group of guys isn’t fit 
to play together.  

But with the talent from 
the top to the bottom of the 
roster, it’s hard to believe 
any of those things. It re-
mains to be seen if Car-
lesimo will be the man in 

Whether he wanted it or 
not, the Brooklyn Nets are 
now Deron Williams’s bur-
den to bear. And so far, Nets 
fans don’t have much proof 
he’s up to the task.

Williams may not have 
been the reason coach Av-
ery Johnson got fired two 
days after Christmas. But 
when you are widely sus-
pected of running beloved 
coach Jerry Sloan out of Utah, 
make headlines for bemoan-
ing the lack of an offensive 
“system” under Johnson, and 
don’t play the night before he 
was fired because of a wrist 
injury you’ve played through 
all season — well, people are 
apt to wonder.

The question now isn’t over 
D-Will’s role in Johnson’s fir-
ing, but whether he can carry 
the Nets — as his $98-million 
contract suggests he should 
— now that he apparently has 
the run of the place.

Williams is in the midst of 
the least efficient season of 
his professional career. He’s 
on pace to hit bottom in both 
field goal and three-point per-
centage, and his assists-per-
game are the lowest since he 
was a rookie.

More distressing, how-

ever, has been his penchant for 
blaming anything and every-
thing for his woes. First it was 
“not my wrist; it’s my confi-
dence.” Then it was the injuries 
he has had “the whole time” he 
has been with the Nets. Next 
came the fact he’s still “trying 
to adjust” from Utah’s offen-
sive system to Johnson’s more 
isolation-heavy sets — an ad-
justment that might get easier 
under interim coach P.J. Car-
lesimo  (Peej, unlike Johnson, 
has experience managing dy-
namic point men Rod Strick-
land and Kenny Anderson in 
Portland in the ’90s). 

Most recently, it was be-
cause he “didn’t take any time 
off” to rest his legs between 
playing in Turkey prior to last 
year’s lockout-shortened sea-
son and his stint on the U.S. 
Olympic team.

It’s not that those explana-
tions can’t possibly be true — 
this very column has offered 
that Williams might need 
some time to settle into his 
new home after a hectic cou-
ple of years. But at this point 
in Brooklyn’s inaugural sea-
son, as his team plays .500 ball 
after a $330 million offseason 
spending spree, Williams no 
longer has opportunity for ex-
cuses. All that’s left is the job 
he was hired to do.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

New coach, 
same trouble
Beat the worst, lose to 
the best under Carlesimo

Test of D-Will
Deron can pass the ball, 
but can’t pass the buck

charge of the Nets for the 
remainder of the season, 
but one thing is certain: 
if the Nets don’t start per-
forming to their potential, 
regardless of the coach, the 
team won’t go far.

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports world insider with 
a middling high school 
basketball career who 
believes the Nets will be 
driven by the success of 
the team’s big men.

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

Interim Nets coach P.J. Carlesimo has a chat 
with franchise point guard Deron Williams — 
who has blamed recently canned coach Avery 
Johnson’s offensive strategy for his sub-par per-
formance this season.
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Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

The owners of an or-
nate Montague Street bank 
building plan to convert the 
upper floors of the land-
marked, six-story structure 
into luxury condos.

The Stahl Organization, 
which owns the neo-Italian 
Renaissance-style building 
between Remsen and Pier-
repont streets, wants to add 
13 residential units to the 
top three floors, while keep-
ing the bank intact below.

Tenants will enter the 
1916 building — designed 
by renowned architects Ed-
ward York and Philip Saw-

yer — through a new lobby 
in the rear that will mimic the 
grand looks of the bank.

The interior of the 
grandiose banking hall 
— which like the facade 
is protected by the city’s 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission — will re-
main as is, complete with 
its prominent bronze chan-
deliers dangling from high 
coffered ceilings, colossal 
arched windows, and mo-
saic marble flooring. 

“The banking hall is an 
historic interior space that 
will not be touched,” said 
said Barry Rice of Barry 
Rice Architects.

The landmarked bank building at 177 Montague 
St. will be topped by 13 luxury condos.
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BANK ON IT
New condos for Heights 
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1.00%20-month  
CD APY*

Stop by our Sunset Park, 
Bay Ridge, Maspeth or 
Ridgewood location today!

No one makes it easier  
for your money to work harder.

Get a  

FREE GIFT
†   

valued up to $200

For a limited time only.  

Value depends on deposit.

* Annual percentage yields (APYs) quoted are accurate as of 12/10/2012 and are subject to change at any time without notice. $25,000 is the minimum deposit for the promotional CD. $250,000 is the maximum 
deposit for the promotional CD. Penalties may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. After maturity, if you choose to roll over your CD, you will earn the base rate of interest in effect at 
that time. All accounts are subject to our normal approval process and must be funded with new monies. Offer valid only for personal customers. 

† The value of all CD gifts (including applicable sales tax and delivery costs) will be considered as interest income on your account for income tax purposes in the first year the account is opened and will be 
included on your 1099-INT statement. The account must remain open for a minimum of 12 months or the value of the CD gift (plus applicable tax and delivery costs) may be billed to you or debited from the 
account at time of closing. We reserve the right to make bonus substitutions of comparable value and assume no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to or arising from, the 
bonus item. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer of the bonus item. Bonus items will be mailed to the address provided. Allow up to 5 weeks for delivery. 

 ©2012 Amalgamated Bank. All rights reserved.

300 Jay Street
Downtown
Brooklyn 

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

65 Career-Focused 
Bachelor, Associate & 
Certificate Programs
in entertainment, architectural 
and engineering technologies, 
healthcare professions, design 
and emerging media, business 
and hospitality, information 
technologies and computer-
related areas, paralegal studies, 
teacher education and more. 

718.260.5250 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

www.citytech.cuny.edu

WHERE CAN  TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

ENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

mortar businesses boiled over 
when merchants  set up tables 
at two prime pieces of side-
walk real estat e often used 
by the popular gyro seller 
Sammy Kassen — briefly 
forcing the mobile meal man 
to find a new spot.

Free ride: Cycling phi-
lanthropist Joshua Rechnitz 
shocked the two-wheeled 
world when he  donated a 
whopping $40 million to 
build a velodrome for track 
biking  and an athletic center 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park.

May
Rest in peace: Beloved 

rapper and Brooklyn Heights 
native Adam Yauch passed 
away in May — and a group 
of neighborhood hip hop afi-
cionados promised no sleep 
till  Squibb Park is renamed to 
honor the legendary Beastie 
Boy .

Secret parking ring: 
A doorman at a fancy Park 
Slope building  spilled the 
beans on a parking space-
saving conspiracy  in which 
concierges save spots for pay-
ing tenants by intentionally 
parking badly — then mov-
ing rides to fit more residents 
of their buildings.

Up in smoke: Mayor 
Bloomberg announced that 
the Tobacco Warehouse in 
DUMBO will become the 
 new home to the neighbor-
hood’s famed St. Ann’s Ware-
house theater .

June
Peace treaty: Politicians 

intervened in  an attempt to 
end the so-called “War on 
Brunch”  — a ticket blitz 
against restaurants that vi-
olated an obscure provision 
barring them from serving 
food to sidewalk diners be-
fore noon on Sundays. It has 
been all quiet on the Western 
omelet front since then.

July
G wiz!: Straphangers  won 

the fight to save a cherished 
five-stop extension of the G 
train  in Park Slope, Wind-
sor Terrace, and Kensing-
ton — a victory  cheered by 
lovers  of mass transit bor-
ough-wide.

Board to death: Civic 
activists bent on stopping 
the city from converting all 
but four blocks of the Coney 
Island Boardwalk to plastic 
lumber and concrete  sued the 
city in July  for failing to con-
duct a study on the potential 
environmental impact of the 
proposal — but a judge ruled 
against the lumber-lovers in 
December. 

August
Power grab: It was the 

end of an era in Brooklyn 
politics as embattled Assem-
blyman Vito Lopez  stepped 
down from his post as Kings 
County Democratic party 
boss  after his colleagues in 
Albany punished him for al-
legedly groping and attempt-
ing to kiss female staffers. 
Former Assemblyman and 
judge Frank Seddio  won the 
boss gig in September .

Thirsty park: A reporter 
for this newspaper  snapped 
photos of Coney Island’s Luna 
Park siphoning water from a 
johnny pump  to fill its Wild 
River ride — a violation of 
its lease agreement with the 
city that officials said created 
a potential fire hazard in the 
People’s Playground.

Lane pain: Brooklyn Pa-
per readers  named Jay Street in 
Downtown “Brooklyn’s scar-
iest bike lane ,” citing double-

parkers, idling NYPD vehicles, 
and jay-walking pedestrians 
as common hazards.

September
Opening ceremony: 

 The Barclays Center debuted  
on Sept. 29 after a decade 
of legal battles and finan-
cial tremors when rap leg-
end, Nets part-owner, and 
Brooklyn native Jay-Z took 
the stage. Big acts including 
 Barbra Streisand ,  the Roll-
ing Stones ,  Justin Bieber , the 
Who, and Bob Dylan have 
since rocked the “Rustbowl” 
at the corner of Atlantic and 
Flatbush avenues.

Wal crumbles down: 
Controversial big box re-
tailer  Walmart announced it 
would not open a location  in 
the planned Gateway II shop-
ping center in East New York 
after fighting a year-long me-
dia war with local business and 
labor advocates over the shop-
ping giant’s plan to set up shop 
somewhere in Brooklyn.

October
Sad day: A hit-and-run 

driver  took the life of rock 
band drummer Terence Con-
nor  as he biked down Metro-
politan Avenue in Bushwick 
on Oct. 1. The motorist re-
mains on the lam.

The puck drops here: 
The New York Islanders 
 signed a 25-year lease to play 
home games at the Barclay 
Center , bringing hockey to 
Brooklyn beginning in 2015 
despite a  quirky seating con-
figuration  that may leave the 
area behind one of the goals 
devoid of fans.

Sweet deal: DUMBO 
developers Two Trees Man-
agement Company  purchased 
Williamsburg’s closed Dom-
ino Sugar factory for $185 
million  from the ailing Com-
munity Preservation Cor-
poration Resources Inc. — 
breathing new life into a plan 
to bring thousands of apart-
ments to the waterfront. 

Hit hard: Hurricane 
Sandy hit Brooklyn on Oct. 
29, changing the borough for-
ever. See our breakout above. 

November
Nothing but Nets: 

The Brooklyn Nets  took 
the court for the first time 
in their new home  on Nov. 3, 
topping the Toronto Raptors 
in an historic 107–100 win 
after Hurricane Sandy  post-
poned a much-hyped cross-
town match-up  against the 
Manhattan Knicks. 

Zoned out: Getting into 
two of Park Slope’s best-
ranked elementary schools 
got harder after  the approval 
of a controversial plan  to 
shrink the zones feeding into 
the popular-but-packed PS 
321 and PS 107.

Growing Gowanus: The 
Lightstone Group  revived an 
abandoned plan to build hun-
dreds of apartments  on the 
banks of the Gowanus Ca-
nal — and the developers say 
 they won’t let Hurricane San-
dy’s flooding , or the concerns 
of politicians and activists, 
stand in the way.

December
Kicker: Brooklyn Bridge 

Park  debuted three new soc-
cer fields , a picnic peninsula, 
and a playground on Pier 5. 
Fans of the so-called “beau-
tiful game” cheered the play 
fields, while neighbors cele-
brated the  construction of the 
Squibb Park footbridge .

Kill the music: Ac-
claimed music venue Zeb-
ulon shut down — and co-
owner Joce Soubiran  blamed 
the “squares”  who moved in 
around the Williamsburg club 
for causing its closure by call-
ing in noise complaints.

Continued from page 1

2012...

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

The waters have receded, 
the downed trees are gone, 
the crushed cars have been 
towed, and the power is back 

Sandy: A storm like none before

YEAR IN REVIEW
2012

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

High-tech scientific test-
ing detected a 20-foot-long 
metallic “anomaly” below 
Atlantic Avenue — adding 
coal to the fire of an urban 
legend centered around a 19th 
century steam locomotive ru-
mored to be buried inside a 
long-abandoned tunnel.

Engineering consultants 
detected the odd finding 
under the surface of the bus-
tling street near Hicks Street, 
deep inside a half-mile tun-
nel that was built in 1844 as 
part of a planned route to Bos-
ton, according to an inves-
tigative study conducted by 
Brinkerhoff Environmental 
Group.

The train project got shelved 
in 1861 and was lost to history 
until railway aficionado Bob 
Diamond discovered an open 
section of the obsolete Long Is-
land Rail Road tunnel running 
from Hicks Street to Boerum 
Place in 1981 when he was 
just 19 years old.

Diamond has  long claimed 
there’s a locomotive buried 

More than a train of thought
Test shows locomotive might actually be buried under Atlantic Ave

on for most — but Brook-
lynites are still reeling from 
Sandy’s wrath. 

The  Oct. 29 storm    claimed 
the lives of seven Brooklynites, 
left thousands displaced, and 

knocked out power for more 
than 162,000 residents — with 
roughly 270 still living with-
out electricity.

Damage to businesses and 
homes in Brooklyn’s hardest-

hit areas, such as Coney Is-
land, Brighton Beach,  Ger-
ritsen Beach ,  Manhattan 
Beach ,  Sheepshead Bay , Red 
Hook, and DUMBO, was ex-
tensive  . The powerful storm 

at the end of the tunnel , and 
he says the discovery of a 
metal object is the biggest 
proof yet.

“It’s one thing to believe 
that something is real for more 
than 30 years and its another 
thing to actually know it ex-
ists,” said Diamond, founder 
of the Brooklyn Historic Rail-
way Association. 

“It’s like finding a giant 
hoard of gold,” he said. “That 
locomotive has been sitting 

there since the outbreak of the 
Civil War — it’s like a living 
piece of history.” 

The train buff spent 28 
years leading visitors down 
a manhole for popular tours 
of the abandoned passage un-
til the Department of Trans-
portation  closed the tunnel  
by the order of Fire Depart-
ment officials, who deemed it 
a safety hazard in 2010.

 Diamond filed suit in an 
attempt to reopen the tunnel 
and managed to obtain a copy 
of the “top-secret” scientific 
findings — uncovered by a 
team of experts hired by Na-
tional Geographic for a pro-
posed television special on the 
urban legend — as part of his 
case against the city.

The documents detail how 
engineering consultants from 
the New Jersey-based firm 
scanned Atlantic Avenue 
from street-level with high-
powered, ground-penetrat-
ing electromagnetic devices 
in search of the cast iron loco-
motive in January of 2011. 

“It is conceivable that the 
suspect locomotive is located 
between the middle and south 

sides of Atlantic Ave. and a 
separate smaller anomaly is 
located on the northern side 
of Atlantic Ave.,” wrote Mat-
thew Powers, director of geo-
physical services for the firm, 
in an inside e-mail obtained 
by this newspaper. 

“There is no question that 
something(s) metallic is buried 
under Atlantic Ave., it’s just a 
matter of what and in what ori-
entation,” wrote Powers. 

Diamond has no doubt 
that the 20-foot-long metal-
lic structure is a locomotive 
and that the smaller metal item 
is a railroad car. 

“The only object that was 
on a railroad back in those 
days that was 20-feet-long and 
that would give off a strong 
magnetic signal would be a 
locomotive,” he said. “There 
is nothing that a railroad used 
back then that would fit that 
description — everything else 
was made out of wood.” 

Diamond, who believes the 
locomotive is buried behind 
a four-foot-thick stone wall 
and 70 feet of dirt, is itch-
ing to get back into the tun-
nel and feast his eyes on the 

historic steam-powered lo-
comotive. 

But first he will need per-
mission from the city. De-
partment of Transportation 
officials would not comment 
because of the ongoing liti-
gation, but city lawyer War-
ren Shaw said the locomo-
tive hasn’t had much power 
in court so far.

“The issue of a possible lo-
comotive was raised … The 
judge dismissed every aspect 
of the complaint related to the 
alleged locomotive,” he said 

But Diamond is optimistic 
— and he says the city could 
turn this train into an engine 
for Atlantic Avenue. 

“I’m hoping that the city is 
going to realize what a great 
find this is … and use this as 
a world-class tourist attrac-
tion that has the potential to 
help revitalize the western 
end of Atlantic Avenue,” he 
said. “This is our big chance 
to make something out of the 
tunnel and this amazing ar-
chaeological find.” 

Officials at Brinkerhoff 
declined to comment on the 
matter due to the lawsuit. 

Railway aficionado Bob 
Diamond says he has 
proof something like this 
is buried deep beneath 
Atlantic Avenue.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Metal fans, friends, 
family, and neighbors are 
mourning Brooklyn drum-
mer and singer Rick Cimato 
after the Williamsburg res-
ident died in a head-on car 
crash last Wednesday. 

The 37-year-old hardcore 
and metal stalwart — who 
fronted Gods Green Earth 
and played drums for Thin-
ning The Herd — was driv-
ing through Connecticut with 
his brother and girlfriend af-
ter visiting family in Maine 
when a vehicle going the 
wrong way on the highway 
collided with his car.

The other driver  perished 
in the wreck , while Cimato’s 
girlfriend and brother suf-
fered serious injuries, but are 
expected to survive.

Bandmate Gavin Spiel-
man, Thinning The Herd’s 
lead singer, said he was 
heartbroken and that the 
group would probably call 
it quits.

“Rick was the best friend 
a guy could have,” said Spiel-
man, who met Cimato in 

2007 when he was still man-
ning the sticks for Nassau 
Chainsaw. “He was trustwor-
thy and personable, and an 
amazing musician. Everyone 
who knew Rick loved him, 
he had an easy and calm way 
— and a great smile.”

Thinning The Herd fin-
ished a new album “Free-
dom From the Known” last 
month and was planning to 
release the record — which 
was made with help from 
Nirvana producer Steve Al-
bini — in early 2013. 

Cimato’s bands frequently 
played venues such as St. Vi-
tus in Greenpoint and Trash 
Bar in Williamsburg, where 
he took the stage for the last 
time in early December with 
Thinning The Herd in a trib-
ute show for deceased Pan-
tera guitarist Dimebag Dar-
rell and Hurricane Sandy 
victims. 

“Rick always stood out 
for his various musical 
talents and thanks to his 
commitment to the New 
York metal and hardcore 
scenes, he will never be for-
gotten,” said Jo Schuftan, 

surge  crippled the city’s tran-
sit system , created  a gas short-
age  that left the two-mile long 
Brooklyn Battery Tunnel 
flooded from end to end.

The storm crushed Coney 
Island,  damaging the Board-
walk ,  submerging amuse-
ments , and slamming the New 
York Aquarium and   Nathan’s 
Famous  — which will both 

reopen this spring. 
In Red Hook, Hurricane 

Sandy crushed  Fairway Mar-
ket , which remains closed, and 
 nearly took the life  of a beloved 
barkeep at Sunny’s Bar.

Residents of Red Hook 
Houses went more than  two 
weeks  without electricity, 
heat, or hot water — but  a 
team of doctors made volun-

teer rounds  to get residents 
the care they needed.

After the storm passed, 
a plethora of big-hearted 
Brooklynites — from the 
 Occupy Wall Street folks  to 
 Bay Ridge rock-and-rollers  
— got involved in  recovery 
efforts , helping storm-rav-
aged merchants and residents 
get back on their feet. 

Local drummer 
dies in crash

who runs  Horns Up Rocks , a 
New York-based heavy mu-
sic blog and promotion web-
site. “I first saw him on stage 
with Nassau Chainsaw, but 
it was when I saw him front-
ing Gods Green Earth that 
his energy and humor cap-
tured my attention.”

Cimato’s fans weren’t just 
metalheads — he had plenty 
of followers on the nights he 
bar-tended at Brooklyn wa-
tering holes including Grand 
Victory in Williamsburg. 

Spielman is working on or-
ganizing a Brooklyn memo-
rial for the musician.

Drummer Rick Cimato 
was a stalwart of the 
borough’s metal scene.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

New York Methodist –
Cornell Heart Center

We fixed that.

The specialists at the New York Methodist-Cornell
Heart Center provide a full range of heart care
services in the newest, most modern cardiac center
in Brooklyn. The center’s services range from diag-
nostic procedures and medical and interventional
cardiology to minimally invasive and conventional
cardiac surgery – performed by a team of out-
standing physicians, including surgeons from the
renowned Weill Cornell Medical Center at
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital.

506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn • 866-84-HEART • www.nym.org

“I was afraid my heart disease
was going to slow me down.”

WILLIAMSBURGH  
CONSTRUCTION CORP.

241 Leonard St., Brooklyn, NY 11211

T. (718) 569-0089     
F. (718) 554-1796

www.williamsburghconstruction.com
Serving the NY metro area since 1996

Residential and Commercial

Free Estimates - Call & Save
Competitive Prices and Quality Workmanship

Licensed and fully insured

NOTICE OF DISTRICTING COMMISSION  
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

FROM JANUARY 7, 2013 TO JANUARY 15, 2013 
 

The NYC Districting Commission will hold five public hearings from 
January 7, 2013 to January 15, 2013. These hearings are open to the 
public. Individuals wishing to pre-register for speaking time or to submit 
written testimony in advance may do so by signing up online at 
http://www.nyc.gov/districting. Individuals wishing to speak at any 
hearing will be provided up to three minutes of speaking time. 
 

MANHATTAN  
Monday, January 7th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Hunter College Auditorium 
(Entrance on E. 69th Street)  

695 Park Avenue  
New York NY 10065 

BRONX  
Wednesday, January 9th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Hostos Community College  
Repertory Theater, Building C  

500 Grand Concourse  
Bronx, NY 10451 

BROOKLYN  
Thursday, January 10th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Saint Francis College  
Founders Hall Auditorium  

180 Remsen Street  
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

QUEENS  
Monday, January 14th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

LaGuardia Community College  
Little Theater 

31-10 Thomson Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 

STATEN ISLAND 
Tuesday, January 15th  

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Staten Island Borough Hall  
10 Richmond Terrace  

Staten Island, NY 10301 
 

Prior to the hearings, you may also submit written testimony to the NYC 
Districting Commission by mail to: NYC Districting Commission, Attn: 
Jonathan Ettricks, 253 Broadway, 7th Fl., NY, NY 10007, or by email to: 
hearings@districting.nyc.gov on or before 5:00 P.M. on the date of the 
hearing. Please indicate in your correspondence the date of the hearing 
for which you are submitting your comments. 
 
NOTE: The hearing locations are accessible to those with physical 
disabilities. Individuals requesting an interpreter for sign language or 
any other language at any hearing should contact the NYC Districting 
Commission at hearings@districting.nyc.gov or by calling 212-442-0256 
five days in advance of the hearing, and reasonable efforts will be made 
to accommodate such requests. 

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

BEAUTY
TATTOO SALON

ON ANY OF OUR SERVICES WITH FLYER

Keratin Treatment
Color
Extensions
Hair Cuts 
(For Men, Women & Kids)

Permanent Makeup

Tattoos

Body Piercings

& Much More

 CLOSED SUNDAY

said EPA regional administra-
tor Walter Mugdan.

Superfund rules require the 
city to take some form of ac-
tion — and building and main-
taining the underground ba-
sins on city-owned land near 
the canal is far cheaper than 
reworking the neighborhood’s 
sewers to keep overflow out 
of the canal when rains flood 
the system.

The feds suggest catch ba-
sins at the two outfall sites 
that currently spew most of 
the harmful runoff into the 
waterway. The proposed tanks 
will hold up to eight million 
gallons of runoff until storms 
pass, then push the slop back 
through sewers to the Red 
Hook and Owls Head waste-
water treatment plants — re-
ducing raw sewage discharges 
into the canal by an estimated 
58 to 74 percent.

Officials says sewage isn’t 
the primary form of pollution 
in the canal — but dredging 
the foul crud from the bottom 
of the waterway will serve lit-
tle use if runoff recontami-
nates it every time it rains.

“The [combined sewage 
overflows] are not the dom-
inant source of toxic pollu-
tion at this point, but they are 
an important source of it and 
the importance of that source 
will increase when the other 
sources are cut off,” Mug-
dan said. “[It] needs to be 
controlled in order to get the 
full cleanup.”

Neighborhood activists ex-

Continued from page 1

GOWANUS... used as landfill.
• Supplementary tech-

niques to keep sewer water out 
of the canal including street-
level plantings and water-re-
taining green spaces, funded 
by federal and city grants.

Federal officials say that 

the three-dozen “potentially 
responsible party’s” will have 
the option to choose how ex-
actly to dispose of the toxic 
waste under the oversight 
of the EPA — but no mat-
ter what they choose they 
will cover the costs.

$0 JOINER’S FEE
THRU FEB. 4TH

GREENPOINT Y
99 Meserole Ave., Brooklyn
(212) 912-2260
FREE PASS AT YMCANYC.ORG

OPEN HOUSE 
SAT. JAN. 5, 12-4PM
WED. JAN. 16, 5-8PM
SAT. FEB. 2, 12-4PM

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. Ask at any Y 
about the Financial Assistance program. about the Financial Assistance program. 

pected the Superfund cleanup 
to focus exclusively on the 
toxic canal-bed, and they are 
thrilled the feds will target the 
discharge, and the nasty stench 
that comes with it.

“We have been trying to 
get the city to do something 
about the [sewer] pollution for-
ever,” said Linda Mariano, co-
founder of Friends and Resi-
dents of the Greater Gowanus. 
“It’s a very good thing that they 
are going to make the effort. 
That’s what we have been ad-
vocating for, for all of these 
years — I’m happy.”

The details of the plan are 
not yet set in stone — the feds 
will finalize the proposal 
within the next year after a 90-
day public commentary period 
including two eagerly antic-
ipated community meetings 
on Jan. 23 and Jan. 24.

For now, the city says it will 
do what it has to do to clean 
up the canal.

“We look forward to care-
fully reviewing the details of 
the EPA’s proposal and work-
ing with our state and fed-
eral partners to improve wa-
ter quality and support the 
cleanup of the canal,” said 
the city’s Department of En-
vironmental Protection in a 
statement.

Along with the city, the feds 
have tapped three-dozen pol-
luters to foot the bill for the 
cleanup, which is expected to 
cost between $467 million to 
$504-million, including the 
energy giant National Grid, 
formerly the Brooklyn Union 
Gas company, Con Edison, 
and Verizon.

The worst contamination 
of the 150-year-old Gowanus 
Canal comes from its past as 
a major industrial transporta-
tion route for manufactured 
gas plants, paper mills, tanner-
ies, and other chemical plants 
that operated along its banks, 
agency officials said.

From the 1860s to the late 
1950s, the waterway fueled the 
nation’s growth into an indus-
trial power — but in the pro-
cess, generated a byproduct 
called coal tar that contains an 
array of hazardous compounds 
and has seeped 150 feet down 
below the canal.

The state’s Department of 
Environmental Conversation 
will oversee the cleanup of pol-
luted plots of land where three 
gas plants once stood along the 
canal and will hold responsi-
ble National Grid, the com-
pany that inherited legal li-
ability.

The Superfund cleanup 
proposal also calls for:

• Blocking of any illegal 
hookup into the city’s sewer 
system that pollutes that ca-
nal.

• Seven options for dredg-
ing the waterway.

• Seven options for treat-
ing and disposing of the foul 
gunk scraped up from the ca-
nal-bed, either on-site or out 
of Brooklyn, where it will be 
burned, turned into fuel, or 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Police arrested a suspect 
who they say exposed himself 

on the G train and proceeded to 
masturbate in front of a female 
straphanger on Nov. 25. 

The victim told cops that 
she was on the train at about 6 

am near the Lafayette Avenue 
and Fulton Street stop when 
the suspect exposed his groin 
and began to touch himself, 
according to prosecutors.  
 — Natalie Musumeci

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope 

Bicycle jacked 
Cops nabbed a suspect 

who they say stole a bicy-
cle from a food deliveryman 
on Second Place while he was 
on the job on Dec. 27. 

The victim told police he 
was between Court and Clin-
ton streets at 10:25 pm when 
the suspect, along with accom-
plices who were also appre-
hended, surrounded him and 
snatched the two-wheeler. 

Cash swiped
A woman was arrested for 

stealing a wad of money from 

a relative’s Court Street home 
on Dec. 8, police said. 

The victim told cops that 
prior to the robbery, she for-
bade the suspect from return-
ing to her abode between Third 
Place and Fourth Place ever 
again. At about 3:30 am the 
victim saw the suspect climb 
out of the kitchen window and 
onto the street. Shortly after, 
the victim noticed cash was 
missing from her purse, ac-
cording to cops.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

It’s a steal!
Cops arrested three 

women accused of stealing 
from a Fulton Street cloth-
ing store — then beating up 
an employee who tried stop 

them on Dec. 30.
The employee told cops she 

was in the store between Hoyt 
and Smith streets at about 7 pm 
when the trio put on clothing 
and attempted to leave with-
out paying. When the worker 
attempted to detain the girls 
they beat her up and punched 
her in the face and body, caus-
ing her to be hospitalized with 
immense bruises and a bro-
ken her fingernail, accord-
ing to cops. 

Taxi attack
Cops cuffed a suspect ac-

cused of bashing a taxi driver 
on the head on Adams Street 

while riding as a passenger 
inside the victim’s cab on 
Dec. 30. 

The cabbie told cops that 
he was near Tillary Street at 
3:50 am when the accused 
forcefully banged on the 
partition inside the cab so 
hard that it broke. The sus-
pect — who faces charges of 
assault, criminal mischief, 
menacing, and harassment — 
then struck the driver on the 
head with a closed fist, which 
caused the victim substantial 
pain and left him unable to 
operate the vehicle, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

Police say the suspect 
jumped out of the cab and 
kicked it twice, leaving a dent 
on the side of the cab. 

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Scary threat
Police arrested a man 

who they say climbed over 
a 10-foot-high, barbed-wire 
fence and kicked through a 
window to assault a rival and 
threaten to kill him on N. 
Ninth Street on Jan. 1. 

The victim, who lives 
between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue, told police 
he heard yelling outside at 3 
am and opened his window to 
see a belligerent man trying 
to call him out. The victim 
closed the window and the 
suspect kicked in between 
the bars to kick open it back 
up, police said. 

“She told me to kill you,” 
the suspect allegedly told the 
resident. “It’s all going to end 
for you.”

Luckily, he didn’t get his 
hands on the victim, and po-
lice arrested him, charging 
him with burglary, trespass-
ing, attempted assault, men-
acing, and harassment. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Burglar on roof
Police arrested an alleged 

thief who they say attempted 
to steal a couple of outfits 
from a Broadway store on 
Dec. 29. 

The custodian of the build-
ing between Graham Avenue 
and Thornton Street told po-
lice that he went onto the roof  
at 1 pm because he saw the 
latch undone and found the 
would-be thief with a back-
pack full of sneakers, cargo 
pants, shirts, and a hat. 

Police charged the sus-
pect with burglary, crimi-
nal mischief, petit larceny 
and criminal possession of 
stolen property.  
 — Danielle Furfaro

Police offi cers take jerk off G train
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Noisy barn
M U S I C

Exploring the dark corners of the abandoned 
Domino Sugar factory and then canoeing down 
the East River in search of hidden, decaying 
spots on the shore is a typical weekend for 
Nathan Austin. 

In his upcoming lecture on urban exploring, 
Austin plans to discuss 
the logistics and ethics 
of sneaking into spaces 
one is not supposed to 
be. Some of the logis-
tics are common sense: 
wear practical shoes, 
bring gloves, don’t 
explore while drunk, 
don’t break into peo-
ple’s homes. 

But there are also more delicate issues. For 
example, if Austin is exploring and runs into 
homeless people, he will back off and go find 
another spot to check out. 

“They’ve made a home there and that’s wor-
thy of respect,” said Austin. “I want to encour-
age people to explore, but I want them to do 
it respectfully.”

Nathan Austin’s “How To Trespass: An Il-
lustrated Lecture” at the Observatory (543 
Union St. at Nevins in Gowanus, observa-
toryroom.org). Jan. 8, 8 pm, $10 includes a 
cocktail. — Danielle Furfaro

By Will Levitt
for The Brooklyn Paper

W
hether standing, sitting, or eating 
on the go, after a year of living in 
Brooklyn, most borough residents 

can boast that they’ve eaten everything 
under the sun. 

In case the blur of food has left you in 
a daze, here’s the most delectable dishes 
of 2012:

1. The Scuttlebutt Sandwich at 
Saltie, Williamsburg (pictured top): 
You start smiling as soon as you order this 
sandwich. “I’ll have a Scuttlebutt for here, 
please” — it’s fun to say. You’ll keep smiling 
as you wait for your sandwich in the adorable 
bite-sized shop, outfitted with nautical gear 
and staffed by a friendly, eager-to-please 
staff. But you’ll have to smile and chew at 
the same time once your Scuttlebutt arrives 
and you take a bite. Sandwiched between two 
homemade slices of meaty Italian focaccia, 
the Scuttlebutt carries olives, capers, herbs, 
pickles, feta, hard-boiled egg and a slather-
ing of fabulous aioli. Bright, balanced and 
briny, it’s one happy sandwich. 

[378 Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer 
Street, in Williamsburg, (718) 387–4777, 
www.saltieny.com].

2. The Finocchio Flower Power Pizza 
at Krescendo, Boerum Hill: Though she 
rose to fame as a pastry chef, Elizabeth Falkner 
has made a name for herself and her restau-
rant Krescendo with the Finocchio Flower 
Power. Falkner, who won the 2012 Naples 
World Pizza Cup, is bound to gain a legion 
of adoring fans thanks to the pie, which is 
topped with panna, provolone, braised fen-
nel, fennel fronds, fennel sausage, fennel pol-
lan, and fiori di finnochio. It’s a celebration 
of fennel in all its forms, but with a light, 
flavorful dough charred just right in their 
wood-burning oven, it’s really a celebration 
of pizza in its highest form. 

[364 Atlantic Ave. between Hoyt and 
Bond streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 330–
0888, www.krescendobrooklyn.com].

3. The Miso Ramen at Naruto Ra-
men, Park Slope:  It’s well known that 
not all ramen is created equal. Park Slope’s 
crowded ramen joint Naruto Ramen serves 
big bowls of the good stuff that wont break 

the bank like Momofuku Noodle Bar or 
some of the other trendier spots in town. 

My favorite at Naruto is the miso vari-
ety, which adds depth to an already flavor-
ful soup stock. Atop the soup and chewy 
ramen noodles sits a fish cake, roast pork, 
boiled egg, radish, and scallions and nori. 
For $9 (they have great deals Tuesday–
Thursday as well), this might be some of 
the best ramen in town. 

[276 Fifth Ave. between Garfield Place 
and Second Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832–1111, www.narutoterakawa.com].

4. The Onion Quiche at Ovenly, 
Greenpoint: It has been said that if eggs 

were as rare as truffles, they would be even 
more valuable. The lovely Ovenly in Green-
point, an oasis of baked goods quietly placed 
along the industrial Greenpoint waterfront, 
proves this saying true. While the tiny out-
post is better known for some of the city’s 
best oven-made sweets, the savory items 
stack up too. The onion quiche sitting on the 
counter always catches my eye, and proves 
itself a perfect treatment of the delicate egg. 
It has rich, creamy eggs baked into a light, 
flavorful quiche. No easy feat, but Ovenly 
bakes magic every time.

[31 Greenpoint Ave. at West Street, in 
Greenpoint, (347) 689–3608, www.oven.ly].

5. The Agnolotti, Hunter’s, Smith 
Street:  Agnolotti, the folded ravioli hailing 
from the Piedmont region of Italy, are not easy 
to come by in the States. Particularly hard 
to come by are the agnolotti that stand up to 
their Italian-made cousins. But at Hunter’s 
Brooklyn in Cobble Hill, the tiny morsels are 
prepared with winter squash, sage, pump-
kin seeds and Brussels sprouts — and they 
recall Northern Italy in every bite. Warm, 
buttery, and comforting, this dish is an es-
cape to Italy right on Smith Street. 

[213 Smith St. between Baltic and But-
ler streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 246–2221, 
www.huntersbrooklyn.com].

Underworld
E X P L O R I N G

Golf for good
Now you can tee off for a cause. 
The owners of Red Hook’s Brooklyn Crab 

will host an upcoming miniature golf tourna-
ment on the putt-putt 
course in the seafood 
eatery’s backyard ben-
efitting the Hurricane 
Sandy-battered busi-
nesses of the water-
front community. 

All entrance fees for 
the Jan. 5 tournament 
will go directly to Re-
store Red Hook, a non-
profit organization cre-

ated in the wake of Hurricane Sandy to help 
the small businesses of the tight-knit neigh-
borhood get back on track after the storm’s 
floodwater inundated them, ruined inventory, 
and crippled livelihoods. 

There will be a $10 fee for teams of two to 
play on the 18-hole course and a complimen-
tary beer or soda will be given to each attendee 
courtesy of Union Beer Distributors, Troegs 
Brewery, Blue Point Brewery and Greenport 
Harbor Brewery. There will also be $5 draft 
beer specials all day long for those who want 
to booze it up. 

Competing teams will tally their scores based 
on the honor system and the team with the best 
overall score on the entire course wins. 

Mini-golf for Hurricane Sandy relief at the 
Brooklyn Crab [24 Reed St. near Van Brunt 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 643–2722, Restor-
eRedHook.org]. Jan. 5, noon–4 pm. $5 per 
person.  — Natalie Musumeci

S P O R T

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

These are the most delicious Brooklyn dishes in 2012

A year 
in food

Squashing it: (pictured clockwise from top) Williamsburg shop Saltie serves the perfect sandwich — and it’s fun to say, 
too. Park Slope restaurant Naruto bowls over ramen-lovers with the Miso Ramen, a savory noodle dish topped with roast 
pork. The winter menu at Hunter’s includes a plate of squash agnolitti served with pumpkin seeds. The fantastically fluffy 
Onion Quiche at Ovenly is a savory standout among some of the city’s best baked sweets. 

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

St
ef

an
o 

G
io

va
nn

in
i

718-745-3700
WWW. .

– –

P
ho

to
 b

y 
To

d
 S

ee
lie

P
ho

to
 b

y 
M

el
an

ie
 F

id
le

r

There’s plenty of space in the barn for ev-
eryone.

On Jan. 5, the Silent Barn, which recently made 
the move from Queens to Brooklyn, will present 
an evening of soundscapes in the renovated store-

front performance space, 
inviting some bands to stay 
in their 1972 camper called 
“Canned Ham,” designed 
by artist Katie McVeay 
(pictured). 

Among the bands 
playing is Alien Whale, 
a raucous, three-man jam 
ensemble. Also on the 
bill is Cloud Becomes 

Your Hand, whose hardscrabble yet listen-
able audio environments sound like they were 
made to accompany a videogame wherein a 
Calcutta kitchenmaid battles a swarm of ro-
botized locusts, the Indian street-scene still 
audible in the background. It’s not dance mu-
sic but it makes for an aural feast.

Fox-Crane-Bear, with longtime Silent Barn 
resident G. Lucas Crane, and Heat Identity will 
be perform, as well. 

Various artists at Silent Barn (603 Bushwick 
Ave. between Melrose and Jefferson streets, 
www.silentbarn.org) Jan. 5, 8 pm–midnight, 
$7.  — Hannah Palmer Egan
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Williamsburg), www.cameony.net. 
MUSIC, WESTERN SWING: The Brain 

Cloud’s brand of western swing 
draws from a New Orleans-meets-
Texas, strings-meet-horns, and 
jazz-meets-country sound. $10 
donation. 7 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope 
(718) 965-9177] www.barbesbrook-
lyn.com. 

TUES, JAN. 8
MUSIC, INDIE ROCK: Lazy Talkers, 

Ace Reporter, Shit Show, Bears in a 
Temple For Midgets. $7. 8:00 p.m. 
Cameo (93 North Sixth Street in 
Williamsburg), www.cameony.net. 

READING, READING: Award-winning 
journalist Jonathan Katz, the only 
full-time American correspondent 
in Haiti during the devastating 2012 
earthquake, launches his investiga-
tion of how ordinary Haitians fared 

in the disaster’s aftermath. Drinks 
will be served. Free. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO (718) 666-3049] 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

WED, JAN. 9
READING, POETRY READING: 

Biographer Dr. Langdon Ham-
mer will speak about Brooklyn 
poet Hart Crane. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library [280 Cad-
man Plaza West at Tillary St. in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 623-
7100], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=117. 

READING, READING: Local favorite 
Grant Ginder (author of This is How 
it Starts) launches his latest. Free. 
7 pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 Main 
St. at Water Street in DUMBO (718) 
666-3049] www.powerhousearena.
com. 

FRI, JAN. 4
ENTERTAINMENT, LETTERS TO 

SANTA: A museum exhibit at Wil-
liamsburg’s City Rliquary tells the 
story of a young Bedford-Stuyve-
sant-born man who in 1913 played 
Santa and answered the hope-
ful letters of needy children. $5. 
noon–6 pm. City Reliquary [370 
Metropolitan Ave., between Marcy 
Avenue and Havemeyer Street in 
Williamsburg (718) 782–4842] www.
cityreliquary.org. 

ENTERTAINMENT, STORIES AND 
SPOKES: Biko Center in Bushwich 
Brooklyn will host its series First Fri-
days Live. This series brings the per-
forming Arts to the community of 
Bushwick Brooklyn. On Jan 4th the 
program will feature “Stories and 
Rhythms of Polynesia and South 
India.” $20. 7 pm. Biko Center [1474 
Bushwick Ave. in Bushwick, (917) 
517-8558], www.bikocenter.org. 

ART OPENING RECEPTION: NUR-
TUREart is pleased to present The 
Order of Things, which considers 
the shift in our relationship to the 
universe in light of recent apocalyp-
tic predictions. Free. 7–9 pm. NUR-
TUREart [56 Bogart St. in Bushwick 
(718) 782-7755] www.nurtureart.org. 

SAT, JAN. 5
TRAIN WORKSHOP: Children of all 

ages create a grand central city in 
honor of the 100 birthday of Grand 
Central Terminal. Free with museum 
admission. 1:30 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum Place at 
Schermerhorn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694-1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

SUN, JAN. 6
WORKSHOP, INTRODUCTION TO 

PODCASTING: A podcasting 
class in Bushwick will teach Brook-
lynites the ins and outs of crafting 
an online radio hour for the world 
to listen to — or just their friends. 
$282. 3rd Ward [195 Morgan Ave. at 
Stagg Street in Bushwick (718) 715-
4961] www.3rdward.com.

MUSIC, UKRAINIAN VILLAGE 
TUNES: Zozulka will bring the 
tunes that are little-known beyond 
Ukraine to life with rich harmonies 
and powerful lyrics. $10 donation. 
6 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 965-
9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, VIOLIN TUNES: Violinist Sarah 
Goldfeather, who has performed 
in a range of indie and bluegrass 
bands and is a member of the New 
York-based Great Dog Almighty, 
will serenade the crowd. $10 dona-
tion. 7 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
965-9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.
com.  

MON, JAN. 7
MUSIC, INDIE ROCK: Run For The 

Skylines and Archway. $7. 8:00 p.m. 
Cameo (93 North Sixth Street in 

MUSIC, AFRO-BEATS: The Mandingo 
Ambassadors stay true to the tunes 
found in Guinea. $10 donation. 10 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 965-
9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, JAN. 10
MUSIC, INDIE ROCK: Honey wild, 

Companion, Sam Buck Rosen and 
Adios Ghost. $7. 8:00 p.m. Cameo 
(93 North Sixth Street in Williams-
burg), www.cameony.net. 

FRI, JAN. 11
MUSIC, PECULIAR TUNES BASED 

ON SOUNDS OF ODD ANIMALS: 
Songs for Unusual Creatures boast 
tunes that celebrate a range of odd 
creatures that roam the planet. $10 
donation. 7 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-9177], www.barbesbrook-
lyn.com. 

ART, VIDEO AND PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Studio10 is pleased to present Per 
Future, an exhibition of work about 
scientifi c phenomenon. This exhibi-
tion includes fi ve single-channel vid-
eos and two series of photographs. 
Free. 7 pm. Studio10 [56 Bogart St. 
in Bushwick (718) 852–4396] www.
studio10bogart.com. 

SAT, JAN. 12
MUSIC, DISCO, ELECTRONICA: Rory 

Phillips and JDH and Dave P. $8-
$10. 11:59 p.m. Cameo (93 North 
Sixth Street in Williamsburg), www.
cameony.net. 

MUSIC, CELLIST TUNES: Helen Gil-
let is a New Orleans-based cellist, 
singer, composer and improviser 
that will take the stage. $10 dona-
tion. 8 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
965-9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.
com. 

TREE MULCHING: Bring your Christ-
mas tree for mulching and enjoy the 
day with hot cocoa. Free. 10 am–2 
pm. Prospect Park Audubon Center 
(Third St. and Park Circle in Pros-
pect Park) http;//www.parkslope-
civiccouncil.org. 

SOUTH AFRICA DAY: Children 4 years 
old and up learn all about Nelson 
Mandela, master a few words in 
Zulu and make their own inspired 
craft to take home. Free with mu-
seum admission. 2:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights (718) 735-4400] www.
brooklynkids.org.

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
January 4

New laughs 
Join the often off-
the-walls energetic 
and intense comic 
John F. O’Donnel 
from “Live from 
Outer Space” as he 
hosts the “Annual 50 
First Jokes,” a com-
edy event to kick off 
the new year. Fifty 
jokesters including 
funny ladies Brooke 
Van Poppelen, Calise 
Hawkins, and Nikki 
Glaser will tell their 
first jokes of the 
year. 

7:30 pm at the Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and 
Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $10 advance, 
$12 doors.

SATURDAY
January 5

Bad mother
Who is the band, 
that would risk their 
necks to blow their 
trumpets? It’s Ikebe 
Shakedown! This 
exuberant group 
will have you danc-
ing through its set 
of funky cinematic 
soul  — and will 
have you feeling like 
a character from a 
gritty Quentin 
Tarantino film even 
as you leave to go 
home, or stay out 
for round two.

8 pm at Cameo (93 N. 
Sixth St. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, www.
cameony.net). $8 
advance, $10 doors.

TUESDAY
January 8

Very meta 
Paul Dano plays the 
part of Nick Flynn, 
in “Being Flynn,” a 
film based on the 
best-selling memoir 
“Another Bullshit 
NIght in Suck City,” 
by Nick Flynn. 
Watch the film and 
then participate in a 
Q&A and book sign-
ing — with Nick 
Flynn.

7 pm at BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave., between St. Felix 
Street and Ashland Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, bam.org]. $13.

WEDNESDAY
January 9

Book 
believers
Go see a discussion 
between two true 
believers of the writ-
ten word. Heidi 
Julavits is co-editor 
of the literature-
boosting Believer 
Magazine and author 
of most recently 
“The Vanishers,” and 
author of “Gods 
Without Men” Hari 
Kunzru took the bold 
action of reading 
from “The Satanic 
Verses” at an event 
in India, where the 
book is still banned.

7 pm at Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096, www.
wordbrooklyn.com]. Free.

THURSDAY
January 10

Short 
stories
Considered a master 
of short fiction by 
writing workshop stu-
dents everywhere, 
George Saunders is 
releasing a new book 
of stories called 
“Tenth of December” 
— after a story pub-
lished in the New 
Yorker, about a young 
boy and an old man 
who find themselves 
gripped in a struggle 
for survival in a bleak 
winter expanse known 
as the backyard.

7:30 pm at Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St., 
at South Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200, greenlight-
bookstore.com]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

MON, JAN. 7
Nami Connection. Monthly meet-
ing. Free. 6–8 pm. Kings County 
Hospital Center [451 Clarkson AVe. 
in Flatbush (718) 512-5269]. 

FRI, JAN. 11
Community Education Council 
District 20. Parents get informa-
tion on Special Ed Reforom. Free. 
9:30 –11:30 am. District Office [415 
89th St. at Fourth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge (718) 759-3921]. 
Education, Special Education 

workshop. What does Special 
Education reform mean for you 
and your child? Find out at the 
Community Education Council 20 
workshop. The citywide implemen-
tation of special education reform 
has begun, and parent involvement 
is more crucial than ever before! 
Register by Jan. 7 by email or by 
phone. Free. 9:30 am. Community 
Education Council 20 Office [415 
89th Street, between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Bay Ridge, (718) 
759-392].
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Energy creation. 
Recycling programs. 
Closed-loop solutions.
Those are just a few of the innovations we’re delivering for 
customers and communities alike. We live in a world where 
things can no longer go to waste.

That’s why Waste Management is working to get the most 
from our existing resources. It’s good for business and the 
environment.

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

Cast away: Zack Dinerstein, a producer at WNYC and the host of 
a DIY podcast the Feedback, wants to teach you how to put on 
a podcast from the comfort of your home on Jan. 6 — bedroom 
and microphone not included.
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1.866.MOBILITY  |  ATT.COM/NETWORK  |  VISIT A STOREC

The speed of AT&T  
 covers New York City.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 
voice and data plans required.

NOKIA LUMIA 920
With FREE wireless charging plate

Buy any  Windows Phone and save 
up to $200 on an  ASUS VivoTab™ RT.

$69999 

$49999
ASUS VIVOTAB™ RT

Requires new 2-yr wireless agreement with qualifying voice 
and data plans or Mobile Share plan on eligible smartphone 

and monthly data or Mobile Share plan on tablet.

Offer includes a free keyboard 
with VivoTab purchase (a $169 value).

Offer requires new 2-year commitment on the phone and active 
Mobile Share or postpaid Mobile Share data plan on the tablet.

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Offer expires 1/10/13 or while promotional supplies last. Buy any Windows Phone, get $200 off an ASUS VivoTab RT offer: Nokia Lumia 920 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.) or Mobile Share plan on Windows Phone. Tablet requires new 2-yr agreement with data (min $14.99/mo.) or Mobile 
Share plan. Prepaid not eligible. Limit 2 tablets purchased under this offer. Discount is off of the tablet and will not exceed price of tablet. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you will be charged the difference between the discounted price and nondiscounted price for the device not returned. Free Charging Plate Offer: Nokia Lumia 920 purchase required 
with 2-yr wireless agreement. $50 credit amount is based on pretax price of charging plate accessory and will be applied to handset price. If you return the smartphone, you will be charged the full price for the charging plate if not returned. Only available for a limited time. Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and 
other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, ETF up 
to $325. Restocking fee up to $35 for smartphones and 10% of sales price for tablets. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges.  Visit a store or att.com/wireless 
to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images simulated. Microsoft Windows Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. All marks used herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2013 AT&T Intellectual Property.

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

The Richardson [451 Graham Ave. at Richardson Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 389–0839]. Lucey’s Lounge [475 Third Ave, between 10th and 11th 
streets in Gowanus, (718) 877–1075]. Clover Club [210 Smith St., between 
Baltic and Butler streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 855–7939].

F
inally, the holidays are 
here and you have time to 
read a good book — with-

out taking the subway.
Settle in at home — or on the 

plane, the traveling never ends 
— and crack open some fiction, 
some meaty non-fiction, a beau-

tiful graphic novel, or a spunky 
story for your little one. 

Our favorite Brooklyn 
bookstores Greenlight in Fort 
Greene and WORD bookstore 
in Greenpoint gave us their 
favorite reads this year. 

Big Mean Mike, Mi-

chelle Knudsen: If you’re 
looking for a book for the 
little one in your life, this 
story of a big burly dog and 
some cute fuzzy bunnies is 
a sure bet. (Word) 

Building Stories, Chris 
Ware: Within this colorful 

By Eric Dryden
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
here’s no shortage of new mu-
sic out there — but these acts 
are bound to make some noise 

in 2013:
Ava Luna: These art rockers cram 

their tunes with buckets of disco and 
soul. Think Dirty Projectors meets 
Otis Redding and Donna Sommers. 
Singer Carlos Hernandez bravely 
leads the band on guitar, synth, and 
vocals. He’s supported by the lovely 
voices of Becca Kaufman, who also 
plays guitar, and Felicia Douglass, 
who also plays synthesizer. Their live 
performances showcase the group’s 
fantastic chemistry and musicianship. 
 Look for them  to blow up after their 
tour in the beginning of 2013. 

Lily and the Parlour Tricks: A 
sauntering trio of female vocalists 
fronts  Lily and the Parlour Tricks , 
lead by the intoxicating Lily Claire. 

The band’s performance often sug-
gests a night in a New Orleans gin 
joint, but with some fierce, distorted 
guitar work, which makes their sound 
so dynamic. They demonstrate that 
range in an incredible live mashup of 

Black Sabbath’s “War Pigs,” Missy El-
liot’s “The Rain,” and Nine Inch Nails 
“Closer” that is not to be missed. 

Bear Hands: This band filled the 
Williamsburg venue Glasslands re-
cently and blew the place out. Lead 

vocalist and guitarist Dylan Rau has a 
distinct, lashing vocal delivery, which 
compliments the band’s fierce, yet 
danceable, music. It’s always fun to 
watch a band that’s been working for 
a few years and is really hitting their 
stride. They play Brooklyn shows fre-
quently so be sure to  find them  be-
fore those ticket prices go up. 

Little Green Cars: All the way 
from Ireland, the group recently signed 
a record deal with Glassnote records, 
which also represents Mumford and 
Sons. While there are definitely shared 
qualities between the bands in terms 
of vocal harmonizing and construct-
ing anthemic songs,  Little Green Cars ’ 
sound is more electric and modern. 
Their single “The John Wayne” is one 
of the best songs of 2012 and will have 
people singing along in offices and 
car rides for years to come. 

Dent May: Dent May is a funky, 
synth rock band that wowed music 
fans in an unbelievably loud show in 
the basement of the Cake Shop. They 
are an unassuming group, letting their 
talent do the talking. Strong, mobiliz-
ing bass rhythms and drums allow the 
guitarist and namesake,  Dent May , do 
the work he can do with cooing vocals 
and wandering guitar work. Hopefully 
they come back to Brooklyn soon — 
noted music writers are already of-
fering up their couches.

Let’s watch them go 
Don’t miss these stand-out bands in 2013

keepsake box the purchaser will 
find a fully-apportioned vari-
ety of reading material ready to 
address the crushing sense of 
life wasted — presented beau-
tifully. (Greenlight)

Far From the Tree, An-
drew Solomon: Elegantly 
reported by a spectacularly 
original thinker, this book 
about raising exceptional 
children explores themes of 

generosity, acceptance, and 
tolerance. (Greenlight)

Laura Lamont’s Life in 
Pictures, Emma Straub: 
This tale of Hollywood cap-
tured is a staff and customer 
favorite. It’s a beautiful story 
of a full life, pitfalls and tri-
umphs and all. (Word).

NW, Zadie Smith: 
Brooklynites love Smith, and 
her new novel is a brilliant take 
on both city life and on the 
ways we form our identities. 
(Word and Greenlight)

Quiet, Susan Cain: Pas-
sionately argued, impressively 
researched, and filled with in-

delible stories of real people, 
“Quiet” shows how dramat-
ically we undervalue intro-
verts, and how much we lose 
in doing so (Greenlight)

This Is How You Lose 
Her, Junot Diaz: It was no 
surprise that Diaz’s new short 
story collection was an instant 

success — his writing is engag-
ing, funny, and incredibly mov-
ing. (Word and Greenlight).

Wonder, RJ Palacio: 
Both adults and kids have 
been crazy for Palacio’s de-
but, and critics of children’s 
book call it the break-out book 
of the year. (Word)

Here’s what 
to read next
Our favorite bookstores’ picks

Locally sourced: Whether you’re looking for some fiction or just something 
pretty to look at, Greenlight bookstore of Fort Greene and WORD bookstore 
of Greenpoint gave us their recommendations for the best paper-bound vol-
umes any book worm will appreciate.

Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St., at South 
Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
greenl ightbookstore.
com] and Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096, www.
wordbrooklyn.com].

B O O KS

Watch for them: Rock group Ava Luna — with their soulful vo-
cals, playfully intense compositions, and unforgettable live per-
formances — is a band to follow this year.
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ble hooked up, earning him 
 an honorary column in this 
newspaper . Tech-connected 
Brooklynites should be sure 
to  keep an eye on his tweets  
in the coming year.

7. Diane Savino
Puff, puff, and pass that 

bill! That’s what state Sen. 
Diane Savino hopes to do in 
Albany this session, where 
the Bay Ridge politician is 
leading the way in the push 
to legalize medical marijuana 
in New York state.

Savino told an upstate pa-
per she is counting heads be-
fore introducing a piece of pot 
legislation early in 2013.

“I believe there is suffi-
cient support in both parties 
in all three conferences in 
the Senate,”  she said .

Keep watch to see if she 
can make it happen.

8. The Alliance for 
Coney Island

If Coney Island ever be-
comes a glitzy, year-round 
entertainment destination, 
these are the folks who will 
make it happen.

The Alliance for Coney Is-
land united the biggest names 
in People’s Playground amuse-
ments in 2012, forming an ad-
vocacy group that could help 
shape the future of the bor-
ough’s seaside escape. The or-
ganization got to work help-
ing Coney recover following 
Hurricane Sandy — expect its 
members to keep at it in 2013, 
and pay close attention to the 
other initiative launched by 
the group, which boasts big 
names including Deno’s Won-
der Wheel Park, the Brook-
lyn Cyclones, Luna Park, and 
Gargiulo’s Restaurant.

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd  
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 
 

Come Check it Out! 
New Chef, New Menu!! 

THE 

SPOT 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Nintendo Wii Night 

1st & 3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, Every Sunday, 12:30pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

FAMILY  
ACTIVITIES 

Kid 2nd Floor Entry Fee 
$2.50/child every day,  

 

$5 max fees per family,  
$2.50 waived with  

each $15 food purchase 

PARENT
KIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

The GENESIS Program
Xaverian’s Middle School

for the Academically Talented

ENTRANCE EXAM

Limited preview days available  
in January by appointment only.

The Genesis Program, Xaverian’s middle 
school, is designed to develop and nurture high-
level critical thinking skills and is committed to 
the development of the middle school student 
through academic excellence, extracurricular 
involvement, and Christian service to neighbor 
and community.

-
passes the standard middle school curriculum 

environment complete with Smart 
classrooms and an iPad for each student
Enriched Theological studies including the 
Bible, Christology, and Catholic Social Justice
Full-time guidance counselors

course content

 

www.xaverian.org/genesis

B elief is not something 
I ram down my kids’ 
throats, because it is 

an individual thing, some-
thing that comes in a mo-
ment, some point along the 
way.

It is a long-held truism in 
our household that Eli does 
not believe in god. He has 
been a man of science, while 
his brother Oscar has stated 
an unswerving faith in that 
spirit who guides us.

So it was not without sur-
prise that Eli’s casual men-
tion of god doing this or that 
while I was driving him to 
the dentist on a sunny after-
noon caught my attention.

“I thought you didn’t be-
lieve in God,” I said. 

He shrugged noncha-
lantly.

“No. I do now, I told you, 
after Seattle…”

Seattle was indeed awe-
some, but I hadn’t realized 
there’d been an awaken-
ing. Had it been the kick-
butt Japanese we ate? The 
Space Needle? The beautiful 
view out living room win-
dow of our bed and break-
fast?

“What happened in Se-
attle?” I asked. 

“I told you — or I told dad 
— at dinner,” Eli said. “I saw 
this guy, a handicapped guy, 
with a white beard, three dif-
ferent times in Seattle.”

It was hard to watch the 
road. I so wanted to stare at 
my beautiful 11-year-old’s 
face as he described the rea-
soning behind his spiritual 
awakening, the very moment 
that instilled him with a great 
sense of some larger force 
behind the chaos. 

“Wow,” I said, careful 
not to ask too many probing 
questions. “Cool. So seeing 
that guy three times made 
you believe?”

Eli nodded vehemently, 
may even have rolled his 
eyes a little at my dim-wit-
tedness. 

“Yes!” he said. 
I smiled. 
I realized in that moment 

that I’d been sad about Eli’s 
faithlessness. 

Even though I eschew spe-
cific religious teachings of 
late, I hold in great esteem 
the idea of a being of some 
sort whose presence can of-
fer peace of mind and an-
swers for life’s many unan-
swerables. 

I’d kicked myself for not 

giving that to him, but I 
didn’t know how, exactly.

I told him my own stories 
of belief, then, not dissim-
ilar, about the time when I 
first lived in New York and 
walked a different way to 
work every day but still 
saw the same guy coming 
toward me. 

Or how now, lately, my 
faith gets restored by seeing 
the gentleman who cleans 
up garbage and scrapes old 
stickers and posters off street 
posts with a razor blade al-
most daily. I come across 
him in different neighbor-
hoods, all around Brooklyn, 
like my own personal pa-
tron saint. 

“I totally understand,” 
I said. “Sometimes there’s 
something, someone, that 
makes you realize we’re 
not completely in charge, 
but that it’s supposed to be 
whatever it is.” 

There it was. Our unwit-
ting family religion. Call it 
serendipity or fate or kis-
met. Whatever it is, I have 
it, and now my son had it 
too, completely of his own 
volition. 

We parked on Seventh Av-
enue near Union Street and 
walked around the corner to 
the dentist. 

We were checking on a 
tooth Eli lost. He’d com-
plained enough about “a 
funny feeling” there that 
I found it worrisome and 
thought it best to check it 
out. 

We were in the dentist 
probably 15 minutes, paid 
$45 so the dentist could 
give us faith that every-
thing was okay, and were 
on our way again, slightly 
sheepish about the unnec-
essary trip. 

Eli ran ahead and it was 
then that I saw him, head 
down to avoid the gaze of 
passersby, walking slightly 
sideways toward me on 
Seventh Avenue. It was 
the Brooklyn Cleaner, my 
strange muted muse. 

I called to Eli excitedly 
as he passed. “Eli, Eli, there 
he is! That’s him! The guy 
I see everywhere!”

“That’s him?” he said 
incredulously, wrapping 
his mind around the coin-
cidence.

I hugged Eli close, and 
together we watched the fa-
miliar stranger’s back as he 
walked away.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

FOLLOW 
OUR 

DAILY 
UPDATES 

ON 
TWITTER

twitter.com/
Brooklyn_Paper

He’s found 
something 
to believe in

9. Hakeem Jeffries
Mr. Jeffries is going to 

Washington.
The former Prospect 

Heights assemblyman has re-
placed retired Rep. Ed Towns 
in the House — and the bor-
ough is watching closely to 
see what the first-term con-
gressman will do once he hits 
the nation’s capital.

He already snagged a spot 
on the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, and if his  recent tweets  
are any indication, gun control 
is one of his big targets.

10. The new coach 
of the Nets

Nets owner Mikhail 
Prokhorov has high expec-
tations for Brooklyn’s new 
home team.

“Only championship, no 
more, we’re only human,”  he 
told the press  last week.

That win-or-get-fired atti-
tude means the coach of the 
Nets has the hardest job in the 

borough going into 2013, and 
potentially the hardest job in 
sports. As of press time, P.J. 
Carlesimo was leading the 
squad as an interim coach af-
ter November “ Coach of the 
Month ” Avery Johnson got 
canned for a poor Decem-
ber and a .500 record.

No one can be sure exactly 
who will be drawing the Xs 
and Os for the Nets at the end 
of this season, or the begin-
ning of the next one.

11. Chris 
Olechowski

This year, Williams-
burgers will be following 
the leader.

North Brooklyn is pay-
ing close attention to  new 
Democratic district leader 
Chris Olechowski  after he 
defeated incumbent Lincoln 
Restler (a member of our  “11 
to watch in 2011” ) for the ob-
scure party position.

During the 2012 race, both 

Restler and Olechowski, who 
is the chairman of Commu-
nity Board 1, framed the 
wonky party post as a posi-
tion that would allow them to 
have a real impact on the lives 
of Brooklynites — not just 
on internal Dem business. 
Keep an eye on Olechowski 
in 2013 to see how he treats 
the new gig.

12. Third Avenue’s 
restaurant row

Move over Fifth Avenue 
— brownstone Brooklyn has 
a new dining strip!

Third Avenue emerged 
as a culinary destination 
in 2012, with the Littleneck 
drawing crowds, the Pines 
garnering praise from high 
up in food media, relatively 
recent additions such as Four 
& 20 Blackbirds and Bar 
Tano demonstrating stay-
ing power, and the legend-
ary Two Toms continuing to 
do what it does best.

In 2013, look for Runner 
and Stone — a new bakery 
and all-day restaurant opened 
by alums of Blue Ribbon and 
Per Se in late December — to 
continue the culinary push, 
reinventing Third Avenue 
one meticulously crafted 
sandwich at time.

13. The waterfront
Hurricane Sandy 

devastated the borough when 
it hit Brooklyn’s shores, with 
waterfront communities suf-
fering the worst damage.

Families  lost their homes , 
 entrepreneurs lost their live-
lihoods , and  Brooklyn lost 
some of its landmarks .

The borough banded to-
gether in recovery efforts 
in late 2012, but so much 
work must still be done. Re-
storing, repairing, and re-
developing the waterfront 
will be the story of 2013 — 
and likely many more years 
to come.

2013...
Continued from page 1
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