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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Red Hookers rejoice: the 
neighborhood will once again 
be stocked with artisan cheeses 
and organic produce.

Hurricane Sandy pounded 
the massive and massively pop-
ular Fairway Market, leaving 

the community’s culinary an-
chor shuttered for months — 
but store officials now say they 
are on schedule for a March 
reopening. 

“We’re making a lot of prog-
ress,” said Fairway chief Howie 
Glickberg, who hopes to re-
open in six weeks. “We will 

be working until the hour be-
fore we open the store.”

The floodwaters are long 
gone and most of the new re-
frigerator cases and new shelves 
are in place, but the nearly 
$10-million restoration still 
has a long way to go, said the 
grocery chain honcho. 

“We still have to hook up all 
the refrigeration, we have to 
install all-new kitchen equip-
ment and all new showcases 
— a lot of plumbing, electrical 
and carpentry work still has to 
be done,” he said. 

The Oct. 29 super storm 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Get rid of a waiter? There’s an app 
for that.

A DUMBO techie has a remedy for 
snooty waiters who take too long to 

drop your check on the table: a new 
iPhone app that lets diners view and 
pay their bill on their phones without 
having to interact with the staff.

Jeff McGregor says he got the idea 

The check is 
in the ... app?
DUMBO techie promises to zip 
you right out of the restaurant

Jeff McGregor designed the app “Dine and Dash” after becom-
ing frustrated with a brunch server who took forever to drop off 
the check.
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

The artists are coming — to Boerum 
Hill?

The tip of Bergen Street in the al-
ready-gentrified neighborhood is  fast 
becoming an unlikely artists’ haven  now 
that two cultural institutions have joined 
a longstanding one on the block.

Beam Center and Recession Art, Ber-
gen Street’s newest art-world residents, 
have made their new home next door 
to Invisible Dog, a three-story multi-
purpose arts center in a 19th-century 
factory that houses a gallery and  35 
artist studios.

The move of the two arts groups to 
the block will transform that stretch of 
Bergen Street into yet another creative 
hub within a borough that boasts many, 
including DUMBO, Williamsburg, the 
BAM Cultural District, and, more re-
cently, Bushwick, say art buffs. 

But unlike those neighborhoods, 

In a reversal of custom, artists invade gentrifi ed Boerum Hill
which artists helped gentrify when 
they were low-rent outposts in the city, 
Boerum Hill already is home to the rent-
raising families that sometimes force 
the artists out — providing a unique 
opportunity for the two groups to in-
teract, says organizers.

“In many ways the space is ideal for 
us. It has access to subways and kids 
who live in the neighborhood and go 
to school there,” said Brian Cohen, the 
creator of Beam Center. “We are easily 
reachable for families and kids.”

The move will give Beam Center, 
made up of a team of engineers and art-
ists who offer multiple four-week-long af-
ter-school workshops for children, more 
of a chance for people to discover the 
services they offer, said Cohen. 

Emma and Ani Katz, the sisters behind 
Recession Art, said that when they found 
out that the Bergen Street space was avail-
able they knew it was the perfect oppor-

Fairway plans return

Danny Kahn (left) and Brian Cohen, the creators of Beam Center, will 
offer children a chance to express their creativity through innovative 
workshops in their new Bergen Street space.
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Red Hook’s hurricane-rav-
aged Fairway will reopen 
in early March, store offi-
cials say.
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By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

The perk stops here.
The city is yanking the de-

cades-old parking permits that 
allowed the 59 chairpersons of 
its community boards the right 
to park for free on metered city 
streets.

Starting next month, those that 
hold the unpaid position will have 
to give up the parking perk and 
begin looking for — and paying 
for — street spaces like the rest 
of us. And that doesn’t sit well 
with some of them.

“I found it very disappoint-
ing and disturbing,” said Bay 

Ridge’s Community Board 10 
chairwoman Joanne Seminara. 
“We’re volunteers, and we spend 
countless hours every week trav-
eling throughout the district to at-
tend different meetings.”

Seminara and her peers have 
lorded it over regular motorists 
for years by routinely display-

ing two parking permits from the 
Mayor’s Community Assistance 
Unit, one for the unpaid chair and 
another for the salaried district 
manager, allowing free parking 
at most metered spots in the city 
for up to three hours.

But that’s all coming to an end 
on Feb. 1, and the grassroots glad-

iators are cringing at the thought 
of having to cut short their civic 
meetings because they have to 
move the car.

“If I park at a meter that only 
takes an hour’s worth of quar-
ters, I can’t stay at the meetings 
the whole time,” said Sheepshead 

A parking perk gets poached
City revokes long-standing free parking for community board chairpeople

The city is revoking the free-parking privileges that com-
munity board chairs (like Community Board 15 chairwoman 
Theresa Scavo) have enjoyed for years.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

You too can be Te’o!
This summer, the Brook-

lyn Cyclones invite you — 
and your imaginary girl-
friend — to MCU Park  in 
Coney Island to meet a uni-
corn, a mermaid, a minotaur, 
and the Beatles!

It’s all part of the minor 
league team’s “Fictitious Fri-
day” — a roast of red-faced 
Notre Dame linebacker  Manti 
Te’o and his oh-so-significant 
gal pal  on June 21. General 
manager Steve Cohen hoped 
the fake frolics will hit a home 
run with fans in a tizzy over the 

antics of their sports stars.
“Everywhere you look, 

there seems to be another 
story about an athlete that is 
covering up something,” said 
Cohen. “That got us thinking, 
we should have a night where 
our fans don’t have to worry 
about what’s real and what’s 
not, we’ll just tell them every-
thing planned for that night 
is a hoax.”

The evening’s make-believe 
line-up includes the mini-Mets 
squaring off against Roy Hobbs 
and the New York Knights of 
the Oscar-nominated movie 
“The Natural” — or the Ab-
erdeen Ironbirds —  and there 

will also be a promotional con-
test where fans can throw ping-
pong balls into fishbowls for 
the chance to win a catfish. Oh, 
and there will even be a spe-
cial appearance by  Sports Il-
lustrated prank cover star Sidd 
Finch .

So what “real” stuff can 
fans actually expect to see?

The team added that there 
will be plenty more surprises 
in store, though nothing that 
will likely  trigger an inter-
nal investigation .

“We’ve got six months 
to come up with some great 
stuff,” said spokesman Billy 
Harner.

Fantasy ballpark

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

The nation is going to see a lot of 
Brooklynite Mallory Hagan now that 
the 24-year-old Alabama native is the 
beautiful face beneath the Miss Amer-
ica tiara. But residents of the borough 
that helped her get her big break won’t 
have that same opportunity. Like so 
many borough success stories before 
her (we’re looking at you, Spike Lee), 
Hagan is packing up her place in Wind-
sor Terrace (yep, we confirmed it’s not 
Park Slope) and hitting the road. She 
promises she will return when her year 
on the road is up, and we can’t wait 
to welcome her back. We checked in 

with the fashion student–turned–pag-
eant queen before grabbed her bags 
and left. 

BP: You left Brooklyn to go to Las 
Vegas as just another contestant, you’re 
returning as a star. Are people treat-
ing you differently now around your 
neighborhood?

MH: Well, you know what, it’s funny, 
I actually haven’t been back to my apart-
ment! As Miss America, we stay in ho-
tels because we travel just about every 
48 hours. So right now is probably one 
of the longest stints I’ll have in one 
place for a little while.

BP: Are you leaving Brooklyn now 

There she goes
Miss America is leaving the boro!

Brooklynite Mallory Hagan won 
the Miss America crown on Jan. 
12. But now she’s moving.
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By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

When you’re the new guy trying to 
get respect in the big House, you go af-
ter the craziest person in there.

For freshman Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
(D–Fort Greene), that man is Rep. Paul 
Ryan (R–Wisconsin).

Brooklyn’s newly minted congress-
man says he will use his seat on the 
House Budget Committee to challenge 
the former vice-presidential candidate, 
who chairs the panel.

“I’ll be right across the negotiating 
table from Paul Ryan on the debt ceil-
ing, and sequestration, and the future 

of important entitlement programs,” 
the legislator told his constituents at a 
community board meeting earlier this 
month. “So if he starts acting up, I may 
just have to get Brooklyn on him!”

Jeffries was a bit more diplomatic 
in a phone interview with this news-
paper last week, assuring voters that 
when he gets Brooklyn on somebody, 
he does so with all due respect.

“We must continue to articulate a 
vision for America designed to create 
progress for the greatest number of peo-
ple possible, as opposed to simply pro-
moting prosperity for the few,” said Jef-

Hakeem’s steam
Jeffries: If push comes to shove, I’ll 
‘get Brooklyn’ on Rep. Paul Ryan

VS

Hakeem Jeffries and Paul Ryan

Cyclones to host Te’o-inspired ‘Fictitious 
Friday’ this summer, with ‘real’ surprises

The Brooklyn Cyclones will take on the Manti Te’o 
scandal with a night dedicated to internet hoaxes.
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Paper girl
Meet the new girl at The Brooklyn Paper. Olive Muessig was born to Brook-
lyn Paper Deputy Editor Ben Muessig and wedding photographer Katie 
Chao at 8:13 pm on Jan. 21 at New York Methodist Hospital in Park Slope.
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See ARTISTS  on page 3

See FAIRWAY  on page 8See APP  on page 3

See PARKING  on page 8

See MISS  on page 8 See JEFFRIES  on page 3

Hardwood 
FlooringSALESALE

On purchases of $2000 or more OR 12 months Special Financing on purchases of $1000 - $1999 OR 6 months Special 
Financing on purchases up to $999. Qualifying purchases must be made with your Lumber Liquidators credit card account 
from January 24 - February 4, 2013. Minimum monthly payments required. Subject to credit approval. *See store for details.

Hurry! Ends Monday, Feb 4th!
Bellawood® Brazilian 
Hardwood Floors

Comparable price: 
$10.99 sq ft 47% LESS!

up to

47% LESS!

Hardwood Flooring 59% LESS!
up to

59% LESS!Comparable price: 
$7.99 sq ft

+18 Months 
Special Financing*

64 12th St
Brooklyn
(347) 756-4215

30 E 18th St
New York
(212) 352-1111

24 Kinkel St
Westbury
(516) 874-2033

132 Saw Mill River Rd
Yonkers
(914) 595-1411

32-32 49th St
Long Island City  
(347) 527-7664

95 Delancey St
New York
(347) 286-7552

DEALSPLUS MORE DEALS at your local store!

A CHANGE OF ART
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL (718) NETS-TIX 
OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Elizabeth Stonehill, Flatbush 
“I’ve never seen A Brooklyn Nets game I didn’t love.”
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B R O O K LYN  N E T S  C OV E R AG E

I challenged Brooklynites 
to switch allegiances from the 
Manhattan Knicks to your 
Brooklyn Nets in Novem-
ber, but I also understand 
this easier said than done 
(horrible Knicks’ misman-
agement notwithstanding). 
But after Monday’s Martin 
Luther Kind Day regular sea-
son finale between the two 
rivals, the choice is clear: 
Brooklyn is where it’s at.  

Yes, the two teams split the 
season series, and, yes, every 

game, with the exception of 
the pre-Christmas blowout 
when the Nets were seem-
ingly spinning out of con-
trol, went down to the wire, 
and yes, as I write this, the 
Manhattanites lead over the 
Flatbush Avenue crew is but 
one game.

But that’s the reason hard-
scrabble Brooklynites must 
get behind this hardscrabble 
Brooklyn team.

The Nets played a sloppy 
game on Monday at the Gar-
den, turning the ball over 19 
times, but were still able to 
come away with a victory.  
Brook Lopez and Kris 
Humphries dominated the 
glass, and the Nets forced 
Carmelo Anthony into bad 

shots, rendering him much 
less effective than he had 
been in the previous three 
contests.  The game — clearly 
a microcosm of the season — 
proved that these two teams 
are clearly headed in oppo-
site directions. 

The Nets have gone 11–2 
under new head coach P.J. 
Carlesimo, beating some of 
the NBA’s best teams during 
that stretch. The Knicks, on 
the other hand, are only 5–6 
during their past 11 games.  

Even though these two 
teams won’t meet again dur-
ing the regular season, it ap-
pears that the battle is only 
just beginning.  The Nets and 
Knicks are locked in to what 
figures to be a two-horse race 

to the bitter end for the Atlan-
tic Division crown, with the 
aging Celtics falling behind.  
And we are here to tell you: 
it’s not too late to jump on the 
Brooklyn Bandwagon. 

I understand you won’t 
be able to say you were with 
the Nets from the beginning, 
but that’s OK. This column 
doesn’t discriminate against 
late arrivals. 

Don’t be left out. Follow-
ing the Nets to a division ti-
tle. Starting now.

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

The Nets half season in 
Brooklyn has given New 
York City basketball fans 
something 30 years in the 
swamps of Jersey could not: 
a true rivalry.

And now, Brooklynites 
with a teetering hardwood al-
legiance have a clear choice. 
The hometown Nets are a 
team the borough can be 
proud to support.s 

Of the four games split by 
Manhattan and Brooklyn, two 
were decided by three points 
and another went into over-
time. As tight as the games 
have been, the aftermath of 
the Nets’ Martin Luther King 
Day squeaker should leave 
backcourt enthusiasts with 
enduring and compelling ar-
guments for why Brooklyn 
is the superior squad:

1) Assists. The Nets have 
struggled this season with too 
many isolation sets, forgoing 
team basketball for one-on-
one battles. But Brooklyn’s 
tendency toward isolation has 
nothing on Manhattan’s go-
it-alone brand of ball. In both 
of the Nets wins, they out-
assisted the Knicks 23–14. 
Lest you say the absence of 
injured Knicks point guard 
Raymond Felton impacted 

The Nets are where it is at
FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

Tough not to root for Nets

the most recent matchup, con-
sider that Ray averaged just 
5.3 assists in the first three 
contests. By contrast, Nets 
ball-wizard Deron Williams 
spread the rock to the tune 
of 11.5 dimes a game.

2) Stability. Anyone 
jumping on the Brooklyn 
Bandwagon for the long 
haul can take comfort that 
Brooklyn’s backcourt is un-
der lock and key. Both D-
Will and shooter Joe Johnson 

are signed through the 2015–
2016 season. The Knicks 
have Felton and Jason Kidd 
signed through 2014–2015, 
at which point Kidd will be 
a staggering 42 years old. 
But the future of shooting 
guard J.R. Smith, the Knicks’ 
most pleasant surprise of this 
season, is unknown. Smith 
signed a one-year deal be-
fore the season, with an op-
tion for next year. The way 
he’s played, it’s not hard to 

see him looking to make more 
bank elsewhere.

3) Growth. The storylines 
surrounding the Nets this 
year have revealed a team 
finding its identity on the 
floor, just as it is adjusting 
to a new arena, uniforms, 
and fanbase. D-Will com-
plained about the lack of an 
offensive system, coach Av-
ery Johnson was fired amid a 
losing skid. Since then, we’ve 
seen a team — specifically 
the back court of Williams 
and Johnson — showing what 
it can do when it begins to 
feel comfortable playing to-
gether. The Knicks began the 
season with remarkable co-
hesion, likely due to a vet-
eran-heavy lineup. The Nets’ 
recent surge and Knicks’ re-
gression show Brooklyn is the 
team with room to grow.

For many died-in-the-
wool Manhattan basketball 
fans, it’s probably too late to 
save you. You will continue 
to hang on James Dolan’s ev-
ery whim, and this season 
will be seen as vindication 
for sticking it out. But for the 
rest of us, there’s a lot to look 
forward to in Brooklyn. And 
if that includes meeting the 
Knicks in the playoffs later 
this year, that’s a challenge 
we’ll happily accept.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

Knicks guard Iman Shumpert defends as Nets 
guard Joe Johnson shoots in the second half of 
their game at Madison Square Garden on Jan. 21.
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CAREER 
IN SALES?

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 

THE COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER GROUP IS LOOKING FOR YOU!

OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE:

Display & Online Sales Account 

Executive, Brooklyn Territory

REQUIREMENTS & QUALIFICATIONS:

Previous sales experience preferred
Good verbal and communication skills
Strong computer skills
Ability to work in a close team environment
Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, medical, 
expenses & paid vacation
Must have a car & valid driver’s license

The Community Newspaper Group (CNG) is 
New York City’s largest network of local weekly 
newspapers, distributing hundreds of thou-
sands of papers in Brooklyn, Queens, and the 
Bronx. In addition, CNG publishes specialty 
magazines and local websites. 

We are seeking motivated display & online adver-
tising sales representatives in Brooklyn. The posi-
tion involves selling advertising, working closely 
with clients to achieve and exceed customers ex-
pectations, maintaining and developing a client 
base and seeking new business opportunities via 
face-to-face sales calls within the territory.

When applying for this position, please send 
your resume and cover letter to: 
Ralph D’Onofrio

Email: rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

Tel: 718-260-2510

CNG is an EOE.
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CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552

WILLIAMSBURGH  
CONSTRUCTION CORP.

241 Leonard St., Brooklyn, NY 11211

T. (718) 569-0089     
F. (718) 554-1796

www.williamsburghconstruction.com
Serving the NY metro area since 1996

Residential and Commercial

Free Estimates - Call & Save
Competitive Prices and Quality Workmanship

Licensed and fully insured

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

$0 JOINER’S FEE
THRU FEB. 4TH

GREENPOINT Y
99 Meserole Ave., Brooklyn
(212) 912-2260
FREE PASS AT YMCANYC.ORG

OPEN HOUSE 
SAT. FEB. 2, 12-4PM

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. Ask at any Y 
about the Financial Assistance program. 

for his new “Dine and Dash” 
app two years ago while he 
and friend were sitting at 
a particularly slow restau-
rant. 

“We were out to brunch 
and we got frustrated that 
we couldn’t wave down the 
waiter to get the check,” he 
said. “It seemed like a prob-

lem technology should be 
able to solve.”

So for the next six months, 
he went about solving it. 
Now, he claims he has an 
app that will get you out the 
door quicker than you can 
say “Check, please!” — and 
keep restaurant staff focused 
on more important things like 
preparing that after-dinner fries. “Under the leadership 

of Paul Ryan, a very different 
vision than that of the con-
stituents that I represent has 
been put forth by the House 
Budget Committee.”

Jeffries has not yet intro-
duced himself to Ryan — 
who has pushed to reduce 
taxes and privatize parts of 
Social Security and Medi-
care. But the Brooklyn po-
litico thinks he might be able 
to find middle ground with 
the Wisconsin rep.

“Congressmen Ryan is 
clearly a good man who 
cares about this country 
— he did vote for the fis-
cal cliff deal that I supported 
and that was negotiated by 
the White House and Dem-
ocrats in the Senate,” said 
Jeffries. “That’s a wonder-
ful starting point.”

Jeffries said he is eager to 
bring to Washington the ex-
perience he gained in Albany 
during the past five years — 
and that he is looking forward 
to his first encounter with the 
world’s most powerful for-
mer Brooklynite: President 

Obama,  an ex-Park Sloper .
“The first chance I get to 

visit the White House, I will 
raise the question of Presi-
dent Obama’s Park Slope res-
idency,” Jeffries said.

Continued from page 1

JEFFRIES...

Remy Martin. 
“If you’re dealing with 200 

to 300 credit cards a night, 
that takes a lot of time,” said 
McGregor. “Since the staff 
doesn’t have to do that, they 
can be pouring drinks for 
other customers.”

Customers who use the 
app can easily open a tab on 
their phone, then they let the 
server know that he’ll bar-
ley have to keeps tabs on 
them. 

But the new app doesn’t 

render the wait staff totally 
obsolete. Someone will still 
have to take your order and 
plug it into the restaurant’s 
computer. The app, which 
is presently in its testing 
phase, will take over from 
there, keeping track of ev-
erything you order and bill-
ing you accordingly. Custom-
ers can then cash themselves 
out at the end of the evening 
— and even leave a hefty tip 
for great service. 

McGregor and his part-

ners are shopping the app to 
restaurants around Brooklyn 
and are hoping to have about 
100 restaurants on board by 
the summer. 

In the app’s first stage, cus-
tomers will have to hand over 
their credit card numbers to 

Dash, who will then pay the 
info along to the establish-
ments. But in later versions, 
McGregor hopes Dash will 
use a bank-to-bank transfer 
service, which would allow 
restaurants to save on credit 
card fees. 

Continued from page 1

APP...

S A L O N
January Special

 Japanese Straightening 
starting at $300........$150 

50% OFF BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Tuesday - Friday Only

First Visit Specials
Women’s Cut, $35...........now $25
Blowdry, $25.....................now $19
Mani/Pedi, $25................now $19
Men’s Cut, $25.................now $19

 
718-222-1966

43 Clark St. /located inside the EA gym/ 
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Take a 2, 3 Train to Clark Street 

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10 am - 8 pm, 

Saturday - Sunday 10 am - 7:30 pm

X$35$35
X$25$25
X$25$25
X$25$25

X$300$300

866.795.2344   lease@bushterminal.com    882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, 

Manufacturing, Retail, and 

Technology.

WHERE INNOVATION LIVES

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The city is finally doing some-
thing to make a deadly road in 
Williamsburg where three peo-
ple have been killed in the past 
two years safer for bicyclists and 
pedestrians.

Two months after  a man was 
killed and his female companion 
was seriously injured by a hit-
and-run driver while crossing 
Borniquen Place , the city has re-
leased a plan to drastically over-
haul the extension of Grand Av-
enue between Union Avenue and 
the Williamsburg Bridge that has 
for years been used as a speedway 
to Manhattan.

The Department of Transporta-
tion says it will make it more dif-
ficult for drivers to speed there by 
funnelling traffic into one thin-
ner lane, grooving the pavement 
to take away the smooth ride it 
now allows, and re-timing traf-
fic lights. New signs will also be 
installed to help drivers, pedestri-
ans, and bicyclists understand who 
belongs where and when.

The city won’t say if the pro-
posed changes, which it presented 
to Community Board 1 last week, 
are in response to the death in No-
vember, but some on the board say 
it may have played a role.

“That sort of put an urgency be-
hind it,” said Community Board 

1 member Ryan Kuonen. “In that 
whole area, the lanes are super wide 
and it becomes a speedway. It’s one 
lane, but it’s not marked and it’s 
big enough to fit three cars.”

The changes were hailed by bi-
cycle and pedestrian advocates, 
but some cautioned that street de-
sign in only one part of the plan to 
keep people safe. Another is en-
forcement of the laws that are al-
ready on the books.

“Design is one thing, but we 
need police out there ticketing driv-
ers,” said Juan Martinez of Trans-
portation Alternatives. “Speeding 
is number-one cause of driving 
deaths. It should be the number-
one in ticketed violations.”

City to alter deadly W’burg road
Traffi c slowdown will come months after man dies crossing Borinquen

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Conserva-
tory of Music is singing the 
praises of the late Amy Wine-
house after the Grammy-win-
ning crooner’s parents do-
nated $25,000 to the Park 
Slope arts academy.

Mitch and Janis Wine-
house gave the oversized 
novelty check to the mu-
sic school last Wednesday, 
saying their daughter’s leg-

acy lives on through orga-
nizations like the Conser-
vatory.

“If we can make a differ-
ence in a child’s life through 
a music scholarship, if we 
can change the direction of 
a kid headed towards addic-
tion through a program we 
help fund, then we’ve accom-
plished something special in 
our daughter’s name,” said 
Mitch, who handed over the 
money through the Amy 

Winehouse Foundation.
Conservatory honchos say 

the cash will fund scholar-
ships of underprivileged stu-
dents in the school’s 30-week 
teen jazz program, which has 
a tuition of $2,500.

The money will help 19 
aspiring jazz musicians take 
music theory classes, receive 
private lessons, and rehearse 
and perform in ensembles, 
said executive director Karen 
Geer. 

“Without this money these 
students wouldn’t be able to 
advance their studies in jazz,” 
said Geer.

Mitch and his wife Janis, 
a Brooklyn native, formed 
the foundation after their 
famed daughter died of al-
cohol poisoning in 2011 fol-
lowing a lengthy, public bat-
tle with drugs and booze. The 
group helps fund music pro-
grams and gives aid to re-
hab centers.

Winehouse charity’s big 
donation to Slope school

(From left) Mitch and Janis Winehouse, the parents 
of the late Amy Winehouse, awarded the Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music with a $25,000 grant to 
fund scholarships for its teenage jazz musicians.
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The current crosswalks on Borinquen Place are long and dan-
gerous — and a proposed plan hopes to make them safer.
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tunity to ditch their former 
space on the Lower East Side 
and move to the neighbor-
hood they have familiarized 
themselves with during the 
past three years from hosting 

pop-up art shows at Invisi-
ble Dog twice a year. 

“We found that the neigh-
borhood of Boerum Hill and 
Cobble Hill is really kind of 
ideal for us and now being 
around these other cultural 

institutions will also bring 
us a lot of good traffic,” said 
Emma, who will continue to 
host the semi-annual exhibi-
tions at Invisible Dog. 

“It’s a really good demo-
graphic for us,” she said, add-
ing that Recession Art will 
sell a variety of paintings, 
photographs, sculptures, ob-

Continued from page 1

ARTISTS... jects, and silk screen prints 
for less than $100, and fea-
ture the work of emerging 
artists in the new space. 

“It’s going to be great for 
the block and all three orga-
nizations,” she said. “It is a 
dream come true for us to 
have a permanent home on 
Bergen Street.” 

Beam Center is now open 

at [47 Bergen St. between 
Court and Smith streets in 
Boerum Hill, (347) 470–6747, 
www.beamcenter.org]. 
Recession Art will have its 
grand opening on Mar. 9 
at [47 Bergen St. between 
Court and Smith streets in 
Boerum Hill, recession.art@
gmail.com, www.recession-
artshows.com]. 

Emma Katz of Recession 
Art on Bergen Street.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

LEGAL NOTICE
 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF HILL-BURTON 
CHARITY CARE SERVICES

 
 Lutheran Medical Center, 150 55th Street, Brooklyn, 

NY will make available from January 1, 2013 to 
December 31, 2013, uncompensated services to 

all eligible persons unable to pay who request 
those services.  All hospital services of the medical 

center will be available on a first request basis to 
eligible persons until the medical center’s annual 

compliance level is met. Eligibility for free care will be 
limited to persons whose family income is not more 
than double the current poverty income guidelines 
established by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. We invite interested parties to 
comment on this allocation plan.  This Notice is 
published in accordance with 42 CFR 124.504, 

Notice of Availability and Uncompensated Services 
and will be effective January 1, 2013.

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd  
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 
 

Come Check it Out! 
New Chef, New Menu!! 

THE 

SPOT 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Nintendo Wii Night 

1st & 3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, Every Sunday, 12:30pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

FAMILY  
ACTIVITIES 

Kid 2nd Floor Entry Fee 
$2.50/child every day,  

 

$5 max fees per family,  
$2.50 waived with  

each $15 food purchase 

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

You may qualify for help paying your home heating costs — 
even if you rent. The Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP) offers grants on a first-come, first-served basis to 
those who truly need help. For more information, call the 
NYC Human Resources Administration at 1-800-692-0557 
today.

If you are not eligible for HEAP, National Grid can help with 
other ways to manage your bills. Visit nationalgridus.com 
or call 1-718-643-4050.

The warmth you need is just a 

phone call away. National Grid 
is ready to help with your 
winter heating bills.

My daughter clicked 
the submit button 
on her last col-

lege application and a wave 
of nausea swept over me. I 
had a sinking feeling I had 
failed her miserably. I’m sure 
she’ll get in to some school 
and have a wonderful expe-
rience, but I can’t escape the 
realization that she isn’t as 
competitive a candidate as 
some of her peers because 
I wasted her childhood, al-
lowing her to get to this point 
in life without a 
specialty.

All the most 
successful kids 
seem to have 
their thing – a 
sport, an aca-
demic subject, 
writing awards, 
professional act-
ing or dance, their own char-
itable organization, anything 
they can excel at that sets 
them apart from the field. 
The sidewalks of childhood 
are littered with materials 
from the multitude of orga-
nizations out there ready to 
help ambitious parents shep-
herd their child along. 

I could have sent my 
girl to science or sports 
camps where she would 
have worked with giants in 
some field. She could have 
attended summer school or 
on-line courses and had a 
year of college credit before 
she started her first applica-
tion. I could have pushed her 
into an obscure sport such as 
cricket or curling every vaca-
tion and all summer, clearly 
making her stand out from 
her classmates.

Instead, she is left with 
a regular bio containing the 
spectrum of what youth has 
to offer. Jobs such as babysit-
ting, a sleep away camp 
known only for trees and a 
lovely lake, classes all over 
the place including painting, 
dance and theater, this is what 
filled her early years.

In the moment, I thought 

this was the way to go, that I 
was doing the right thing. I 
thought that I could give my 
daughter a childhood filled 
with fun and variety, expe-
riences and relationships she 
would look back on fondly 
the rest of her life and a broad 
background she could apply 
to any future path.

There were clues that my 
plan was misguided. The 
signs of competition were 
everywhere, evidence she 
would contend with thou-

sands of other high school se-
niors for coveted spots at col-
leges and universities. I put 
on my well-meaning blind-
ers, selling out her future for 
a frivolous youth.

When I applied to college, 
things were different. The 
school I went to received less 
than half the applications it 
will this year. Overall, the 
total number of high school 
seniors and college applica-
tions are at an all time high. 
Some schools receive more 
than 40,000 pleas for accep-
tance.

To stand out in such a 
crowded field, you have to 
have accomplishments under 
tour belt. Playing a sport at 
a national level doesn’t hurt. 
Placing in a national science 
competition is nice to have 
on your portfolio. A perfor-
mance at BAM can get some 
bigwig’s attention. But get-
ting to that level in anything 
takes hours of devotion, year 
after year. 

My poor daughter plays 
on three teams, and spreads 
herself around the academic 
and arts departments of her 
high school. She drags her-
self out of bed each morning 

Looking for a major talent
and rushes to school, look-
ing forward to whatever she’s 
got going that day. 

I watch as she flies out the 
door, or comes home tired 

from practices and rehears-
als with homework still to do, 
and I think it doesn’t mat-
ter what college finally ac-
cepts her.

I wouldn’t change the 
choice I made. I am amazed 
by — and proud of — the joy 
she finds in so many differ-
ent things. 

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Police arrested a 44-year-
old man who they say 
whacked another man in the 
face with a saucepan inside 
a Willoughby Street restau-
rant on Dec. 22. 

The victim said he was in 
the establishment near Jay 
Street at 4:45 pm when the 
suspect told him that he was 
going to teach him a lesson. 

The suspect — who was 
charged with assault, men-
acing, and criminal posses-
sion of a weapon — shook the 
victim incessantly and then 
picked up the pot and bashed 
him in the face with it, ac-
cording to officials. 

The victim suffered lac-
erations and swelling to the 
face, police say. 

Gunpoint rob
Police arrested a 21-year-old 

suspect who they say mugged a 
man at gunpoint on York Street 
on Dec. 18. 

The victim told police he 
was near Bridge Street at 6:30 
pm when the suspect, joined 
by an accomplice, pulled a 
gun and said, “You snitched 
on my friend,” according to 
officials. 

The suspect snatched the 
victim’s headphones, then 
struck him on the head with 

the gun, police said. He then 
rummaged through the vic-
tim’s pockets and stole the 
victim’s iPhone, an additional 
cellphone, and $15, accord-
ing to reports. 

The suspect — who faces 
charges of robbery, assault, 
harassment, criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, and men-
acing — caused a laceration, 
bruising, and swelling to the 
eye, redness to the ear, and 
head pain. 

Bag swipe 
Cops arrested a 51-year-

old accused of swiping a 
backpack from a clothing 
chain store on Front Street 
on Dec. 14. 

An employee of the store 
near Front Street told cops that 
surveillance footage shows the 
suspect snagged the bag at 2:20 
pm, and left without paying, 
according to the District At-
torney’s office. 

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Brutal bashing 
Police arrested a 23-year-

old accused of bashing a man 
inside a W. Ninth Street to-
bacco shop on Jan. 17.

The suspect grabbed a man 
from behind inside the store 
between Court and Clinton 
streets at 6:15 pm, threw him 
to ground, and punched him 

in the head multiple times, 
investigators say. 

The suspect — who was 
charged with assault, men-
acing, and harassment — 
then kicked the victim in 
the head, causing the vic-
tim an immense amount of 
pain, according to the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office. 

Murder threat
An 18-year-old was ar-

rested for threatening to kill 
her relative with a knife in-
side a Centre Mall resi-
dence on Oct. 25, investi-
gators claim. 

The victim was in the 
apartment between Clinton 
and Henry streets at 10:40 
am when the suspect picked 
up a knife, pointed it in the 
direction of the victim and 
said, “If you ever disrespect 
mommy again, I am going to 
kill you,” according to docu-
ments from the District At-
torney’s office. 
 — Natalie Musumeci

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

iGive Up
Two knife-wielding, bra-

zen perps threatened to stab 
a teenager for his iPhone on 
a Manhattan-bound 4 train 
near the Atlantic Avenue stop 
on Jan. 17.

The 18-year-old victim 
told cops that he was on the 
train at 2 pm when the crooks 
approached him. One musta-
chioed thief said, “Give me 
your phone,” while a boot-
wearing crook whipped out a 
knife and said, “If you don’t 
want to get stabbed, give up 
your phone.”

The victim handed over 
his phone and the crooks 
fled the train at the Atlan-
tic Avenue and Flatbush Av-
enue stop.

Help yourself
A thief helped himself 

to a man’s belongings in-
side a Fifth Avenue diner 
on Jan. 18.

The 26-year-old victim 
told police he was at the 
bar inside the eatery be-

tween Sixth and Seventh 
at 10:10 pm when the crook 
came over and snagged his 
wallet, cellphone, $20, and 
debit and credit cards.

Classroom thief
A bandit swiped a teach-

er’s purse that she left inside 
her classroom in a Seventh 
Avenue school on Jan. 16.

The 53-year-old victim 
told cops that she placed her 
bag in an unlocked cabinet 
inside the school between 
Fourth and Fifth streets at 
3 pm. When she came back 
20 minutes later, her purse 
containing $36, her debit 
card, and driver’s license 
was missing.

Hospital perp
A delinquent snatched a 

woman’s purse that she left 
inside a Sixth Street hospi-
tal on Jan. 19.

The 57-year-old victim 
told cops that she hung her 
bag on the hook by the door 
inside a room in the medical 
center between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues at 5 pm.

When she returned, her 
bag holding $120, her wed-
ding band, and her debit card 
was gone.

Armed stickup
A gun-toting miscreant 

— along with his two pals 
— robbed a man for his iP-
hone on Eighth Avenue on 
Jan. 13.

The 22-year-old victim 
told police he was near St. 
Johns Place at 9:55 pm when 
one of the thugs pulled out a 
silver handgun and told him 
to keep quiet.  

Another crook said, “I 
saw the phone, give me the 
phone!”

The trio made off with the 
victim’s iPhone, MacBook 
Pro, Coach wallet, leather 
briefcase, and his debit and 
credit cards.

Break-in
Someone broke into a 

Fourth Street apartment 
and stole a bunch of stuff 
on Jan. 15.

The 30-year-old victim told 
cops that the crook broke into 
the apartment between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues through 
the fire escape window some-
time between 8:30 am and 
7 pm and stole $150, three 
MacBook laptops, a digital 
camera, pricey jewelry, and 
a Descente jacket.

The perp fled through 
the front door, according 
to cops.

Purses!
A thief scooped up a wom-

an’s purse that accidentally 

fell on the Fourth Avenue 
train platform on Jan. 16.

The 23-year-old victim told 
police that she was boarding 
a Manhattan-bound F train at 
the station near Ninth Street 
at 6 am when her Marc Ja-
cobs purse, which was hang-
ing off of her suitcase, fell 
onto the train platform just as 
the doors were closing.

The victim got off the train 
at the very next station and 
reported the mishap to the 
clerk.

She then took a train back 
to the station, but when she 
got there 50 minutes later, her 
bag — containing an array of 
jewelry, a Victoria’s Secret gift 
card, her wallet, debit and credit 
cards — was missing.

 — Natalie Musumeci

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

iPhoned
A group of ruffians tried 

to steal an iPhone from a 
woman on Greene Avenue 
on Jan. 14.

The 25-year-old victim 
told cops she was at Carl-
ton Avenue at 9:15 pm when 
the crooks came up to her, 
and one of them knocked 
her phone out of her hand. 
The other knocked her to the 
ground, she told cops, but 
claimed she was able to get 
her phone back.

Bully for you
A school menace punched 

a peace officer at a Clermont 
Avenue school on Jan. 18.

The 32-year-old victim 
told cops she was on the job 
at the school between Ful-
ton Street and Atlantic Av-
enue at 9:20 am when the 
irate perp refused to com-
ply with a routine scanning 
procedure and struck her in 
the chest.

Radio days
Someone broke into a car 

on S. Portland Avenue on Jan. 
16 — and took off with elec-
tronics.

Cops said the rascal shat-
tered one of the windows of 
the vehicle parked between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue sometime between 
9:45 am and 1:20 pm, steal-
ing a car radio.

Guest theft
A rude house guest stole 

an antique doll from an apart-
ment on Clinton Avenue on 
Oct. 30.

The 59-year-old victim 
told cops she had a guest 
over to her place between 
Lafayette and Greene ave-
nues at 7 pm, and noticed 

that the doll was missing soon 
after. Cops did not say why 
it took her so long to report 
the crime.

Fort mean
A crook lifted a cellphone 

and credit cards from a wom-
an’s purse at Fort Greene Park 
on Jan. 19.

The 41-year-old victim 
told cops that she was at the 
park’s playground at 11:15 
am when she left to go to 
the bathroom. When she re-
turned five minutes later, her 
phone and cards were gone 
from her pocketbook.

Not responsible
A villain stole a wallet 

from a car parked in a S. 
Oxford Street lot sometime 
overnight on Jan. 15.

The 64-year-old victim 
told cops he left his ride at 
the lot between Hanson Place 
and Atlantic Avenue at 8:12 
pm, returning at 8 am the next 
day to find his wallet gone 
from the glove box.

My bike!
A thief made off with an 

electric bicycle sitting on 
Myrtle Avenue on Jan. 18. 

The 27-year-old victim 
told cops that he was be-
tween Carlton Avenue and 
Washington Park at 9:30 pm 
when the crook came up and 
stole his parked cycle.

Phooey
A bandit grabbed a tour-

ist’s cellphone out of her 
hands on a 4 train near Flat-
bush Avenue on Jan. 20.

The 31-year-old victim and 
visitor from Hong Kong told 
cops that the train was pull-
ing into the Nevins Street sta-
tion at noon when a scoun-
drel took her phone out of 
her hands and fled.

Siri-us
A crook stole an iPhone 

from a woman on S. Portland 
Avenue on Jan. 17.

The 29-year-old victim 
told cops she was at Fulton 
Street at 8:40 pm when some-
one snatched her phone out 
of her hand. 

 — Eli Rosenberg

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Pee-Wee’s out
An 18-year-old girl told 

police that two men knocked 
on the door of her Manhattan 
Avenue apartment between 
Moore and Varet streets at 
10:30 am on Jan 14, and asked 
for her brother Pee-Wee. She 
opened the door to tell them 
her brother wasn’t home and 
saw that they were wearing 
ski masks. 

She tried to shut the door, 
but they barged in, taped her 
up with duct tape, and then 
searched the house. They 
didn’t find Pee-Wee, but got 
away with an Xbox 360 and 
$500 in cash. 

Box-cutter fight
A thug used a box-cut-

ter to slice up another guy’s 
face during an argument on 
Broadway on Jan. 16. 

The 47-year-old victim 
told police that he got into 
an argument with someone 
in back of a fast-food joint be-
tween Whipple and Thornton 
streets at 4 pm when the other 
guy attacked him with a box-
cutter, slicing a line down the 
left side of his face. 

The victim went to the 
hospital, where doctors gave 
him 50 stitches.  

Laptops stolen
A bandit broke into a Me-

serole Street apartment on 
Jan. 18 and stole several com-
puters.

The victim told police that 
she came back to her abode 
near Bushwick Avenue at 
2:15 pm to find that some-
one busted in through a bed-
room window. The burglar 
took three Apple laptops and 
a gold necklace. 

No outlet
A group of tough guys at-

tacked a man when he walked 
into a nightclub on Grand 
Street on Jan. 13. 

The 24-year-old victim told 
police that he went into the 
club between Union Avenue 
and Lorimer Street at 11 pm to 
charge his phone when a bully 
asked him what he was do-
ing there, took his drink, and 
punched him in the face. 

The tough guy then pushed 
the victim into a metal pole, 
knocking him out, he told po-
lice. When the victim came 
to, four men were kicking 
him, he said. 

Coffee burns
Police are looking for a 

33-year-old man who they 
say threw hot coffee at a 
15-year-old girl in a S. First 
Street apartment building 
on Jan. 12.

The victim told police that 
she was in the hallway of her 
building between Roebling 
and Havemeyer streets at 6 
pm, waiting for food to be 
delivered, when a neighbor 
spit on her, went back into 
his apartment, got hot coffee, 
and threw it on her, causing 
burns to her leg. 

Armed robbery
A villain with a handgun 

robbed two friends on Powers 
Street on Jan. 15 — and then 
ran off with the goods. 

The victims told police 
they were between Olive 
and Catherine streets at 10 
pm when a thug pointed a gun 
in their faces and demanded 
that they empty their pock-
ets onto the ground. 

The robber then told them 
to walk away, and that he 
would shoot them if they 
ran. He got away with two 
iPhones, a silver money clip, 
credit cards, and cash. 

Purse snatching
An opportunistic robber 

strong-armed a woman and 
stole her purse on S. Fifth 
Street on Jan. 16. 

The victim told police that 
she was at the corner of  Haver-
meyer Street at 3:40 pm when 
the purse snatcher grabbed her 
bag off of her right arm. The 
two struggled, and the robber 
pushed the woman into a mail-
box, bruising her ribs. 

The thief ran away, tak-
ing a business check worth 
$18,000, her wallet, debit 
cards, and identification.  

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Bait-and-switch
A pair of thieves stole a load 

of steel beams and metal pipes 
from a construction company 
on West Street on Jan. 17 — 
and then stole the owner’s keys 
when he tried to chase them.  

The owner of a construc-
tion company told police he 
stepped out into the yard of 
his business at Oak Street at 
5 pm and saw two men load-
ing steel beams and metal 
pipes into a van. The owner 
jumped in his car and fol-
lowed them. 

When he stepped out of 
the car to confront the guys, 
one of the thieves stole the 
keys out of his ignition and 
they drove off again in the 
van, with the stolen goods 
still inside. 

Phone stolen
Police arrested a 17-year-

old boy who they say attacked 
and robbed a woman on 
Wythe Avenue on Jan. 18 
with two other men. 

The woman told police that 
she was between N. Eighth 
and N. Ninth streets at 7 pm 
when the three surrounded 
her, and one of them pried her 
phone out of her hand. 

She and some concerned 
onlookers chased them and 
police managed to arrest a 
suspect, whom they charged 
with robbery. 

Smashmouth
A crazed man tried to steal 

a bottle of beer from a Man-
hattan Avenue bodega on Jan. 
16 — and smashed a door and 
injured another customer in 
the process. 

The bodega owner told po-
lice that the that the shady 
man came into the store be-
tween Nassau and Driggs ave-
nues at midnight and grabbed 
a bottle of beer. When the 
owner yelled at him, and the 
man smashed the bottle into 
the door of the refrigerator, 
shattering it. 

The brute then bashed an-
other customer on the head, 
said the owner, who left with-
out waiting for police to ar-
rive. When cops got there, 
the troublemaker had left.  
 — Danielle Furfaro

Pan-handled! Police say he got whacked
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Roomie rabbi
Craigslist — where you can meet your new 

roommate, buy a used car, or find the inspira-
tion for your next novel.

Writer Rebecca Dana 
spent nearly a year living 
in Crown Heights with an 
Orthodox rabbi she met on 
the popular classified web-
site after a fallout from a 
bad breakup — and this 
unintentionally uplifting 
living situation inspired 
her first book.

Dana says she was 
struck by the contrast be-

tween her world of covering fashion and lifestyle 
for Newsweek and the Daily Beast, and the world 
of Orthodox Judaism of her roommate.

But rather than lingering on the differences 
between the two unlikely roommates, Dana says 
the book is about the crossroads each faced. 
He was a bass-playing, jujitsu-praciticing “ba-
dass” Russian rabbi named Cosmo, who at times 
questioned his faith — as she questioned her 
own very different ideals.

“He called this our cultural exchange,” she 
said. 

Rebecca Dana at BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacific and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875–3677, bookcourt.com]. on Jan. 
28 at 7 pm. — Eli Rosenberg
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They’ve been rejected by Hollywood — 
and love.

Valentine’s Day is the one day of the year 
when the “rejection” in the “Rejection Show” 
has two meanings, said host Jon Friedman .

The show typically features a whole range 
of comedic talent, from 
the up and coming, to 
“Saturday Night Live” 
sketch writers, to bona 
fide stars like Colin 
Quinn, but they’re all 
united by one com-
mon experience — 
rejection.

But on Valentine’s 
Day, these funny guys 
will riff on that particular brand of rejection 
that’s universal to average, ugly, and uninter-
esting people everywhere.

Fortunately, its not all about the feeling of be-
ing rejected. Friedman promised to share some 
pickup lines from the experts on rejection — 
that are guaranteed to get you rejected too.

“Do you drive a Prius?” Friedman asked. 
“Because up until now we’ve been pre-us.”

The Rejection Show at Littlefield [622 De-
graw St. between Third and Fourth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 855–3388, littlefieldnyc.
com]. Feb. 14, 8 pm. $10. — Colin Mixson

By Will Levitt
for The Brooklyn Paper

M
ake yourself at home, but don’t get 
too comfortable. 

The new and already popular 
restaurant Battersby on Smith Street is a 
crammed, seven-table affair with easygoing 
service and the kind of casual, exposed-brick, 
candle-lit, “welcome to my living room” feel 
Brooklynites have comes to expect from many 
of the borough’s new restaurant — but the 
elegance of the food will surprise. 

“It’s an elevated dining experience 
in casual situation,” said Joseph Ogrod-
nek, who co-owns and co-chefs Battersby 
with longtime friend and business part-
ner Walker Stern. 

The meal began with an amuse bouche 
of celery root and chestnut soup, a perfectly 
nutty, buttery sip that warmed the palate, 
along with a house-made rosemary focac-
cia and light, milky whipped ricotta. 

It was the kitchen’s way of way of saying, 
“you’re in for something special” — and 
the kitchen is never without its chefs.

“We’re here all the time,” said Ogrod-
nek, “so every single plate and each com-
ponent of each plate is touched by us. It’s 
really a part of us.” 

The small, open kitchen, which is tucked 
into the back corner of the dining room, 
continued to impress as each course ar-
rived, the next being an appetizer of roasted 
broccoli with pecorino, lemon, and water-
cress highlighted the deep, earthy flavors 
of the broccoli — it was not your moth-
er’s steamed version. Next came a sin-
gle, gently cooked veal sweetbread with 

baby romaine, Caesar dressing, capers, 
and a dousing of crunchy breadcrumbs. 
The dish made eating sweetbreads taste 
so familiar — and so good.  

Everything the restaurant serves — from 
the bread and pasta to the charcuterie and 
ice cream — is made in-house. 

A dish of pappardelle with duck ragu 
and olives was rich and filling. The was 
pasta thick and eggy and well matched 
with the buttery ragu. The real standout 
was a bowl of steaming rigatoni — car-
ried by smoky bacon, Brussels sprouts, 
arugula and breadcrumbs — which high-
lighted Battersby’s ability to elevate the 
familiar to high art through serious skill 
and attention to detail. 

Other entrees include an inventive short 
rib pastrami and a decadent roasted lobster 
with pearl onions and coral sauce. 

Battersby isn’t cheap, but you could get 
away with a full meal for less than you’d 
spend at many Manhattan restaurants offer-
ing the same level of food. And this time, 
you won’t have to leave Brooklyn. 

“We really like the neighborhood,” 
said Ogrodnek. 

“We use quality ingredients, we put a 
lot of work into it, and people really ap-
preciate it.” 

Jilted jokers
S H OW

Star search
Misery loves company — and fart jokes.
Comedians Dave Anthony and Greg Behrendt 

are cohosts of the podcast — or “Podcuddle,” as 
they call it — “Walking the Room.” The show 
is a venue for the yucksters to share, with un-

abashed honesty and of-
ten immature humor, the 
quotidian parts of life 
as a struggling, middle-
aged comedian. 

Anthony said the 
show’s success has 
partly been a result of 
being in the right place 
at the wrong time. 

“I think the reason 
why we attracted fans is 

because there was a recession and things weren’t 
going so great,” said Anthony, who along with 
Behrendt will host “Starfish Circus,” a night 
of comedy and music bringing together fans 
of the podcast at the Bell House. 

“People enjoyed listening to two comedians 
talking about things falling apart, and being bru-
tally honest about our lives and how it’s going.” 

Their community of listeners soon grew into 
an online forum where fans can meet and share 
thoughts with the hosts. On the message board, 
titled “The Hotdog Thunderdome,” members 
trade anecdotes about their personal Hobot-
angs – an inside joke from the show referring to 
thieving neighbors – as well as the challenges 
of pursuing a career in the arts.

The Starfish Circus at the Bell House [149 
Seventh St. between Second and Third av-
enues, (718) 643–6510, www.thebellhouseny.
com]. Feb. 2, 9 pm, $20. — Eric Dryden

C O M E DY

BEAUTY
TATTOO SALON

ON ANY OF OUR SERVICES WITH FLYER

Keratin Treatment
Color
Extensions
Hair Cuts 
(For Men, Women & Kids)

Permanent Makeup

Tattoos

Body Piercings

& Much More

 CLOSED SUNDAY

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

The house special
New restaurant Battersby is fi ne dining in the living room

Co-co for high-end dining: (From right) Co-owners and co-founders of the 
new Cobble Hill restaurant Battersby, Joseph Ogrodnek and Walker Stern 
work together in their humble kitchen every night.

Battersby [255 Smith St. between 
Douglass and Degraw streets in Cob-
ble Hill, (718) 852–8321, www.batters-
bybrooklyn.com]. Mon.–Sat. 5:30–11 
pm, Sun. 5:30–10 pm.

D I N I N G

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hey don’t call them grand for 
nothing.

Photojournalist and granny 
of two, Paola Gianturco discovered 
on her travels across five continents 
that the old matrons are reshaping the 
world — and she brought together 
their faces and stories in her new 
book, “Grandmother Power.” 

The 73-year-old Gianturco said 
she decided to embark on the project 
after a 2006 trip to AIDS-plagued 
Kenya, where she interviewed dozens 
of small village women and noticed 
an alarming trend when she asked 
how many children they had.

“They all answered in essen-
tially the same format: ‘I have so 
many children, and then this many 
adopted,’ ” said Gianturco, who 
will speak at powerHouse Arena 

in DUMBO on Feb 4.
Gianturco said she realized that 

disease had killed almost a generation 
of parents, leaving grandmothers to 
rear the orphans. And the Kenyans 
weren’t alone. Everywhere Gianturco 
travelled in Africa, the situation was 
the same: mothers and fathers dead 
from AIDS, and grandmas caring 
for the children.

The African grandmas inspired 
Gianturco to see what dowagers were 

doing elsewhere on the planet.
From Indian instructors at the fa-

mous “ Barefoot College ” using solar 
energy to bring electric light and re-
frigeration to 9,000 rural homes, to 
women in the Philippines who had 
been taken captive as Japanese sex 
slaves during World War II suing Ja-
pan for reparations, Gianturco said 
the grandmothers were fighting for 
a better life for the youth.

“The common theme is that these 
are all women who looked at the trou-
bled world around them and said, 
‘Not good enough for my grandchil-
dren,’ ” said Gianturco. 

Paola Gianturco discusses 
“Grandmother Power” at thep-
owerHouse Arena [37 Main St., 
at Water Street, (718) 666–3049, 
powerhousearena.com]. Feb. 4, 
7 pm.

G-ma for the save
Author highlights activist grandmothers

Global matriarchs: Photojournalist 
Paola Gianturco’s new book “Grand-
mother Power” highlights grand-
mother activists.
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Bailen and Margaret Kampmeier 
perform Beethoven’s Trio. Free. 
4 pm. Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush Ave. 
at Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope (718) 
230–2100] www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

“THE PRINCE AND THE MAGIC 
FLUTE”: 12:30 and 2:30 pm. See 
Saturday, Jan. 26. 

BARCLAYS CENTER, DISNEY ON 
ICE: 1 pm. See Friday, Jan. 25. 

BOOK FAIR: Books for all ages and 
all styles, along with face painting 
and food. Free. 1–4 pm. The Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [405 81st St. 

and Fourth Ave. in Bay Ridge (718) 
836–3103]. 

“THE LITTLE PRINCE”: The cherished 
children’s classic with cast of pup-
pets, multimedia projects and 
original music. For children 8 to 80. 
$7. 2 pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn Col-
lege [2900 Campus Rd., between 
Amersfort Place and Kenilworth 
Place in Midwood (718) 951–4500] 
www.brooklyncenteronline.org. 

COMEDY: Talent booker for “Pretty 
Good Friends” and producer of the 
“Eugene Mirman Comedy Festival,” 
Caroline Creaghead is taking over 
weekly Sunday comedy shows at 
Union Hall with her own show: Cre-

FRI, JAN. 25
BARCLAYS CENTER, DISNEY ON 

ICE: Presenting, “Treasure Trove,” 
bringing to life your favorite Disney 
stories with the artistry of ice skat-
ing to create an unforgettable ex-
perience. TBA. 1 pm. Barclays Cen-
ter [620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (212) 359–
6387] www.barclayscenter.com. 

BROOKLYN FOR PEACE: Lawyer and 
journalist Chase Madar will read 
from his book, The Passion of Brad-
ley Manning. Free. 6:30 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. between 
Milton and Noble streets in Green-
point (718) 383–0096] www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, MISSA PANGEA: One Text, 
Three Cultural Perspectives: Under 
the direction of Jason Asbury, 
the Grace and Spiritus Chorale of 
Brooklyn presents the concert. 
$15 ($12 students). 7 pm. All Saints 
Church (286–88 Seventh Ave. at 
Seventh Street in Park Slope), www.
graceandspiritus.org. 

ART, PORTRAITS OF MLK: The ex-
hibit is based upon the featured art-
ists’ rendition of the life and legacy 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., some 
of whom personally met Dr. King. 
Gallery tours by appointment only. 
9 pm. Medgar Evers College [1638 
Bedford Ave. (718) 270–4920]. 

SAT, JAN. 26
“THE PRINCE AND THE MAGIC 

FLUTE”: Puppetworks presents 
the comic adventure, based on the 
classic Mozart opera. The tale is of 
the brave prince and a bird catcher, 
who attempt to try and rescue the 
princess. Recommended for chil-
dren 3 years old and older. $8 ($9 
adults). 12:30 and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope (718) 965–3391] 
www.puppetworks.org. 

BARCLAYS CENTER, DISNEY ON 
ICE: 1 pm. See Friday, Jan. 25. 

SUBWAY TRIVIA: Which is the big-
gest, longest and tallest? Children 
of all ages learn fun facts about the 
NYC subway system. Free with mu-
seum admission. 1:30 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum Place at 
Schermerhorn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.info/
mta/museum. 

JAZZ CONCERT: Pianist and com-
poser Nicki Dennerand and her 
Latino trio perform jazz and dance 
selections. $15 ($10 students). 8 pm. 
East Midwood Jewish Center [1625 
Ocean Ave. between Avenues K 
and L in Midwood, (718) 338–3800]. 

SUN, JAN. 27
MUSIC, CHAMBER CONCERT: The 

Catalyst Quartet performs contem-
porary music. $20 ($10 students 
TDF accepted). 3 pm. Lafayette 
Avenue Presbyterian Church [85 S. 
Oxford St. at Lafayette Ave. in Fort 
Greene, (718) 855–3053]. 

MUSIC, NEW YORK CHAMBER 
ENSEMBLE: Alan Kay, Eliot 

aghead & Company. $7. 7:30 PM. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope (718) 638–
4400] www.unionhallny.com. 

MON, JAN. 28
ENTERTAINMENT, ROCK AND ROLL 

GHOSTS: Author Ian Svenonius 
will put on a performance where 
he channels the spirits of dead rock 
stars to discuss key issues regarding 
the evolution of rock and roll music. 
Word Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint (718) 383–0096] 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: The 
Brooklyn Nets take on the Orlando 
Magic. Starting at $15. 7:30 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Flatbush Avenue in Downtown, 
(212) 359–6387] www.BarclaysCen-
ter.com. 

TUES, JAN. 29
FILM, “THE PUBLIC ENEMY”: Clas-

sic James Cagney crime drama. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [Flatbush 
Ave. at Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope (718) 
230–2100] www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

DISCUSSION, NEW MEMOIR: New 
York Times columnist Rosie Schaap 
will present her new memoir, 
“Drinking with Men,” and will dis-
cuss being a woman in an almost 
exclusive male world of bar regulars 
and her wondrous travels. 7 pm. 
Word Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096] 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

DISCUSSION, AWARD-WINNING 
AUTHOR DISCUSSES LATEST 
BOOK: Author Emily Raboteau will 
discuss her latest book, “Search-
ing for Zion: The Quest for Home 
in the African Diaspora.”. 7:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

WED, JAN. 30
WORKSHOP, HOW TO WRITE A 

SHORT: A comprehensive intro-
duction to screenwriting and how 
a script is used by all departments 
as the ‘blueprint’ for making a fi lm. 
$80. 6:00pm. Brooklyn Young Film-
makers Center [143 Waverly Ave. in 
Clinton Hill (718) 935–0490] www.
wearebyfc.org. 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
January 25

Picture 
show
Hungry for small 
gauge films? Feast 
your eyes on the 
wide array of rare 16 
mm cartoons — 
shown with a real 
projector — pre-
sented by curator 
and collector Tom 
Stathes. His archive 
consists of films fea-
turing characters 
such as Felix the Cat 
and Farmer Alfalfa, 
to silent reels from 
classic animation pro-
ducers Bray Studios 
and cartoon classics 
from the “Out of the 
Inkwell” series. 

7:30 pm at the Observatory 
(543 Union St. at Nevins in 
Gowanus, observatory-
room.org). $12.

SATURDAY
January 26

Zombie 
president
If mainstream zombies 
have you snoozing, 
then this dark comedy 
should be sufficiently 
off the beaten path. 
Arnold Antonin’s “Les 
Amour De Zombi” is a 
film about an escaped 
zombie whose popu-
larity gets a boost 
from expressing his 
love for a woman to 
the press. So naturally, 
a group of politicians 
exploit him for their 
own gains. Film is in 
Kreyol, subtitled in 
English.

3 pm at Five Myles Gallery 
[558 St Johns Pl. between 
Franklin and Classon ave-
nues in Crown Heights, 
(347) 565–4429, haiticultur-
alx.org]. Free.

SUNDAY
January 27

Hair, nail, 
done
Let your inner Gloria 
Gaynor sing, and 
never mind that 
you’re a man. The 
Kings of Karoke are 
putting on a show for 
boys in skirts, girls 
with beards, and even 
if you don’t dress up, 
there will be profes-
sional make-up artists 
on hand to give aspir-
ing men, and women, 
a complete drag 
make-over.

9 pm at Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. 
between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
waystationbk.blogspot.
com]. No cover.

MONDAY
January 28

Hooked on 
the 70s
Member of the short-
lived and still beloved 
British band Joy Divi-
sion Peter Hook has 
written a book titled 
“Unknown Pleasures,” 
which tells the com-
plete story behind the 
group that energized 
a generation. See 
Hook speak with 
Pitchfork editor and 
metal columnist Bran-
don Stosuy in this con-
versation followed by 
music and drinks.

7 pm at powerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St., at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666–3049, power-
housearena.com]. Free.

THURSDAY
January 31

Fresh meat
He cooks, he blogs, 
and most of all — he 
provokes. Eddie 
Huang of BaoHaus is a 
culinary star turned 
culture critic. The new 
book “Fresh Off the 
Boat” is a memoir that 
follows Huang as he 
takes you on a trip 
from Tupac to Taipei, 
from lawyer to cook, 
and from FOB to any-
thing-but-model 
minority celebrity.

7:30 pm at Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St., 
at South Portland 
Avenue, (718) 246–0200, 
greenlightbookstore.
com]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

MON, JAN. 28
Community Board 6. 
Environmental protection and per-
mits and licenses committee meet-
ing. 6:30 pm. Fifth Avenue 
Committee [621 Degraw Street in 
Park Slope, 718-643-3027], www.
brooklyncb6.org. 
Community Board 10 Meeting. 
CB10 will host its monthly general 
meeting. Free. 7:15 pm. Shore Hill 
Community Center (9000 Shore 
Rd. at 91st Street in Bay Ridge). 

TUES, JAN. 29
Community Board 15 public 

meeting. Get up to date on civic 
matters at your local community 
board. 6:30 pm. Kingsboro 
Community College [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. near Oxford Street in 
Manhattan Beach, (718) 332-3008]. 

WED, JAN. 30
Community Board 13 Meeting. 
CB13 will hold its monthly general 
meeting. Free. 7 pm. Saints 
Joachim and Anne Nursing And 
Rehab Center (2720 Surf Ave., at 
the corner of W. 27th Street and 
Surf Avenue in Coney Island).

CIVIC CALENDAR
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This Valentine’s weekend, experience

VENICE IN 
BROOKLYN

at MARCO POLO RISTORANTE!
Allow us take you and your loved one on a true Italian journey with 
our staff dressed as personal “Gondolieri” and a special Valentine’s 

Day Menu prepared by Owner Chef Marco Chirico.

Special Valentine’s Theme lasts from  
Thursday, February 14th – Sunday, February 17th 

Visit MarcoPoloRistorante.com to see the special Valentine’s Day menu

345 Court Street (at Union Street)
For reservations (718) 852-5015
Website: MarcoPoloRistorante.com

Energy creation. 
Recycling programs. 
Closed-loop solutions.
Those are just a few of the innovations we’re delivering for 
customers and communities alike. We live in a world where 
things can no longer go to waste.

That’s why Waste Management is working to get the most 
from our existing resources. It’s good for business and the 
environment.

Small things: The cherished children’s classic “The Little Prince” 
returns with cast of puppets, multimedia projects and original 
music at the Brooklyn Center for the Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College Jan. 25.
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BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Union Grounds [270 Smith St., between Degraw and Sackett streets in 
Carroll Gardens, (347) 763–1935, www.union-grounds.com]. Open Mon–
Fri, 3 pm–midnight; Sat, Sun, 10 am–midnight.

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROOTTOTYPINNG / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

S
ometimes, all you need 
is stupid.

Performance artist 
Matthew Silver has honed his 
improvisational “village idiot” 
act — including headless rub-
ber chickens andfart noises — 
on the streets for years, in hopes 
of getting Brooklynites to stop 
being so darn smart and just 
enjoy themselves.

“My show is about getting 
people to use their hearts more 
than their brains,” said Silver, 
whose regular appearances 
around the borough include 
performances at Goodbye 
Blue Monday, Muchmore’s, 
and 3rdeyesolation. 

“The brain tells you not to 
like things, but your heart is 
an energy source. My inspi-
ration is to try to open up the 
love portal through perfor-
mance art.”

One of Silver’s more elabo-
rate antics includes a cigarette 
pancake — where he tries to 

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

N
othing says “I love you” like 
tacos and dual suicide.

Williamsburg’s La Gringa 
Taqueria will host a free screen-
ing of Baz Luhrmann’s interpreta-
tion of the blood-drenched drama 
about teenage love “Romeo + Ju-
liet,” starring Leonardo DiCaprio, 
under an authentic Army tent in the 
backyard of the Mexican restaurant 
in honor of the famed Feb. 14 hol-
iday where couples re-affirm their 
love for each other — usually with 
chocolates and flowers. 

“It’s a special, unique way to cel-
ebrate Valentine’s Day in a small and 
intimate environment,” said Adalis 
Velez, who runs the California-style 
Mexican food joint with her husband 
Henry Fernandez. 

“Why not do something differ-
ent with your loved one? You prob-
ably did everything else 100 times 
over.”

Love-struck attendees will be 
given a complimentary flute of 
champagne and a single red rose in 

celebration of the romance-infused 
holiday, said Velez. 

As couples claim their seats at 
the picnic tables under the cozy tent, 
complete with a wood-burning stove 

for warmth, they will have the op-
tion to order the house-made Mexi-
can grub infused with plantains right 
to their table, which is something the 
no-waiter service restaurant does not 

normally do. 
“While guests drink their cham-

pagne and eat their tacos each of 
them will get their own blanket to 
snuggle up in and be cozy,” said 
Velez, the brainchild behind the Val-
entine’s Day extravaganza featur-
ing two star-crossed lovers. 

“Why not Romeo and Juliet? 
It’s like the ultimate love story,” 
she said. “This man would do any-
thing to be with this woman that 
he’s not supposed to be with and so 
would she.” 

The food, including burritos, ta-
cos, quesadillas, and nachos will be 
full-price, but there will be plenty of 
discounted Mexican $2 beers for cou-
ples looking to booze it up, and free 
cups of “spicy” Mexican hot choco-
late and chocolate truffles. 

convince audience members 
to pretend to eat a cigarette as 
if it were a pancake.

“He’s a true bouffant,” said 
“Scary” Ben Doray, one of the 
producers of Bushwick Bur-
lesque, where Silver performed 
last week. “He plays this vil-
lage idiot character and uses a 
childlike innocence to convey 
a message. He’s holding up a 
mirror to the audience.”

In one evening’s perfor-
mance at the Bushwick Bur-
lesque, Silver came off in turns 
as confrontational and touch-
ing. The artist was not listed 
on the bill and instead planted 
himself in the audience. Dur-

ing the show’s second set, he 
jumped onto the stage and 
launched a rant against neg-
ativity. Then he pulled out 
his signature headless rub-
ber chicken and a children’s 
chalkboard and, as it became 
more clear that he was part of 
the show, led the audience on 
a chorus of fart sounds.  

Silver, 33, started his career 
in performance art when he 
was an undergrad at Ithaca 
College — though it may not 
have seemed like much of a 
career at the time. 

“One day I got stoned and 
put on a dress and ran around 
people and they were cracking 

up,” said Silver. “After that, I 
started experimenting on city 
streets.”

Now that he’s running his 
own shows, Silver scouts for 
interesting acts. A few shows 
back, he found a woman who 
made Hobbit references and 
then cut off her public hair 
and glued it to the top of her 
feet. 

“A lot of people don’t per-
form because they think they 
have to be so entertaining that 
they have a joke a minute,” said 
Silver. “But you really just 
have to engage the audience 
and push yourself through the 
embarrassment.”

Shakespeare under a tent
Mexican eatery screening ‘Romeo + Juliet’ for Valentine’s

Baz Luhrmann’s “Romeo + Ju-
liet” at La Gringa Taqueria [800 
Grand St. between Bushwick Av-
enue and Humboldt Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–0055]. Feb. 
14, 7:30 pm. Make sure to RSVP. 

D I N I N G

Punch-dumb love
Artist plays the village idiot to win hearts

Matthew Silver at Much-
more’s [2 Havemeyer St. be-
tween N. Eighth and N. Ninth 
streets, (718) 576–3222, www.
maninwhitedress.com]. Jan. 27, 
7 pm, free.

I M P R OV

Love-struck: Couple Erica O’Sullivan and Jose Gomez are ready 
for a Valentine’s Day movie night of Baz Luhrmann’s “Romeo + 
Juliet,” under an Army tent in the backyard of Williamsburg’s La 
Gringa Taqueria.
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On the streets: Matthew Silver has made a name for himself performing in public places around the city, 
and he’s now got a handful of regular shows around Brooklyn.
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By Vinson Cunningham
for The Brooklyn Paper

A
partheid-era South Africa is 
the true leading character in 
this tale of a husband and wife 

torn apart.
By artfully interspersing tales of 

the senseless violence and death of 
those tumultuous times — seemingly 
unconnected to its central domestic 
drama — “The Suit” offers relent-
less reminders of the powerful and 
dangerous forces haunting this ad-
aptation of Can Themba’s story, di-
rected by the acclaimed Peter Brook, 
and making its U.S. debut.

The play depicts a man named 
Philemon, who, cuckolded by his 
wife Matilda, casts aside his hard-
earned respectability and devises a 
cruelly clever punishment involving 
the empty suit of Matilda’s lover. 
The suit — omnipresent, at Phile-
mon’s demand — stands as a potent 
symbol of the outside world’s inva-
sion of their small home.

In keeping with Brook’s reputa-
tion for minimalism, the production 
trades visual excess — lush set de-
sign, elaborate costumes, even sim-
ple props like plates and silverware 
— for an undiluted version of that 
rare item, the well-told story. 

The show comes in at under an 
hour and a half long, achieving the 
density and economy usually re-
served for the best short stories.

The members of the small en-
semble function as storytellers of 
the most versatile kind. Each is part 
character actor, part campfire trou-
badour, part “Our Town”-style audi-

ence-engaging narrator. Their skill-
ful performances, flitting between 
darkly comic detachment and tragic 
intensity, give the show a myth’s 

moral heft. 
Nonhlanhla Kheswa, a longtime 

Brooklyn resident, ably conveys Mat-
ilda’s unique mix of desperation and 

quiet faith — especially through song 
— while William Nadylam plays 
Philemon with intelligence and a 
sly, menacing wit. Jared McNeill’s 
unadorned rendition of “Strange 
Fruit” fills two of the play’s most 
arresting minutes.

A similarly understated and ef-
fective instrumental underpinning 
lends the proceedings another layer 
of emotional texture. 

Arthur Astier (guitar), Raphael 
Chambouvet (piano, accordion), 
and David Dupuis (trumpet) form 
a spare, nimble trio whose inter-
jections into the play’s action are a 
kind of blues-inflected echo of the 
madcap cartoon soundtracks of the 
40’s and 50’s. 

A song near the play’s end – helped 
along by several unsuspecting au-
dience members, ushered onstage 
— serves as one of its most purely 
joyful moments.

Indeed, the play’s greatest strength 
is in these moments of joy — Brook 
and his performers subtly insist upon 
the presence of hope, even in the 
darkest times. This does nothing to 
erase the bleak reality chasing Phi-
lemon and Matilda, but it does make 
“The Suit” a bracing, human parable 
— and a can’t-miss event.

Heartbreak feels good
South African play debuts at BAM and it’s a hit

Arm in arm: Nonhlanhla Kheswa plays the lead female role of 
Matilda in “The Suit,” a play that takes place in apartheid-era 
South Africa.
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Peter Brook’s “The Suit” at Brook-
lyn Academy of Music  [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100, www.bam.org]. 
Opens Jan. 17, 7:30 pm, through 
Feb. 2.

P L AY

ENTERTAINMENT, CEL-
EBRATE THE BLOG: Join 
blogger and literary pow-
erhouse David Gutowski 
in celebrating the 11th an-
niversary of Largehearted 
Boy. 7 pm. Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. between 
Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint (718) 383–
0096] www.wordbrooklyn.
com. 

DANCE AT BROOKLYN 
ACADEMY OF MUSIC: 
Renowned choreographer 
Trisha Brown and the Trisha 
Brown Dance Company 
return to BAM. Starts at 
$20. 7:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave.between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene (718) 
636–4100] www.bam.org. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKET-
BALL: The Brooklyn Nets 
take on the Miami Heat. 

Starting at $15. 8 pm. Bar-
clays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Flatbush Avenue 
in Downtown, (212) 359–
6387] www.BarclaysCen-
ter.com. 

THURS, JAN. 31
DISCUSSION, FOOD STAR 

DISCUSSES NEW MEM-
OIR: Renowned chef Eddie 
Huang of Baohaus, an East 

Village Taiwanese street 
food eatery, will discuss his 
new book, “Fresh Off the 
Boat: A Memoir.” There will 
be food from BaoHaus 7:30 
pm. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. 
Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200], green-
lightbookstore.com. 

FRI, FEB. 1
THEATER, HIGH TECH PUP-

PET: A nature guide at-
tempts to fi nd a lost child 
after a violent storm of 
mythic proportions hits 
Prospect Park in the world 
premiere of “The Service 
Road.” 7:30 pm. New York 
City College of Technology 
Klitgord Center Auditorium 
[285 Jay St. at Tillary Street 
in Downtown, (718) 260–
5102], www.citytech.cuny.
edu. Entertainment, Letters 
to Santa: noon–6 pm. See 
Friday, Jan. 25. 

MUSIC, KARAOKE: Brooklyn 
Bowl brings back hip-hop 
karaoke. Rap your heart 

out! $8. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKET-
BALL: The Brooklyn Nets 
take on the Chicago Bulls. 
Starting at $15. 7:30 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 At-
lantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Downtown, (212) 
359–6387] www.Barclays-
Center.com. 

SAT, FEB. 2
THEATER, HIGH TECH PUP-

PET: 2 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
1. Dance, Dance at Brook-
lyn Academy of Music: 
7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
Jan. 30. 

DANCE PARTY: A traveling, 
Brooklyn-based party that 
mixes party classics from 
the 90s with house tracks. 
Free. 10 PM. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Two heads are better: Actor Kalle Macrides inter-
acts with a high-tech puppet in “The Service Road” 
playing through Feb. 2 at City Tech.
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Bay’s Community Board 
15 chairwoman Theresa 
Scavo.

Community board mem-
bers are largely toothless ti-
gers appointed by council 
members and borough pres-
idents to field community 
complaints, provide permits 
for block parties and street 
fairs, and manage special 
projects, including organiz-
ing tenants associations and 
coordinating neighborhood 

cleanups. 
District managers, who 

get to keep their passes, 
said the city was victim-
izing folk who gave their 
free time selflessly to their 
neighborhoods.

“They’re doing the com-
munity a favor,” said Mill 
Basin’s Community Board 
18 district manager Doro-
thy Turano. “I’m doing it as 
part of my obligation, and 
there’s no question I deserve 
to have this pass, but so does 

 slammed the gourmet 
chain  at the foot of Van 
Brunt Street with a five-
foot surge so vicious that 
it demolished anything it 
touched. 

“[All that] was left after 
the flood were the walls,” 
said Glickberg. “Anything 
that was not five feet off the 
ground got wasted.”

The inundated grocery 
chain, famous for its fine 
cheeses, imported olive 
oils, and vast selection of 
gourmet goods, had to be 
gutted and continuously 
pumped with hot air in the 
days after the storm to dry 
out the doused floor and 
walls.

And  much like the savvy 
proprietor behind Steve’s 

Authentic Key Lime Pies , 
the folks at Fairway decided 
to use the storm-related clo-
sure as an opportunity to 
come back better.

When Fairway reopens, 
shoppers will enjoy an ex-
panded bakery section, 
wider aisles, and more 
outdoor seating, Glick-
berg said.

Red Hook business own-
ers can’t wait for Fairway’s 
return, claiming its lengthy 
closure took a bite out of 
the economy in the storm-
ravaged community. 

“Without the Fairway 
here it’s been so quiet in 
the neighborhood,” said St. 
John Frizell, the owner of 
the Van Brunt Street cafe 
and bar Fort Defiance. 

“It brought tons of foot 

that you’ve achieved this 
milestone? 

MH: Unfortunately for 
the year I have to, but I’ll be 
back as soon as my year as 
Miss America is up. 

BP: What do you have 
planned for your year away 
from Brooklyn? 

MH: The major thing is 
I’ll be an ambassador for 
education. I’m going to 
the White House to dis-
cuss some issues with the 
Secretary of Education 
Arne Duncan, and we’ll 
be talking about some 
ways we can empower 
young women to be more 
involved in math and sci-
ence. We’ll also be working 
with the Children’s Mir-
acle Network Hospitals, 
raising funds. And then 
I’ll also be promoting my 
personal platform, work-
ing to stop sexual abuse 
of children.

BP: Have you moved 
out of your neighborhood 
yet? 

MH: Not yet, I will be. 
I will put my stuff in stor-
age for the year, and then 
bring it back out once my 
reign as Miss America is 
over.

BP: You told us before 
that you frequented the F 
station at 15th Street. Have 
you upgraded to a differ-
ent ride? 

MH: We’ve been really 
fortunate — we’ve had so 
many appearances and 
we’ve been provided car 
services so far. I haven’t 
been on the subway sys-
tem yet and it might be un-
til the next visit that I get 
a chance.

BP: Your  tap dancing 
skills  are now known all 
over the land. Can we ex-
pect to see you on a Brook-
lyn stage anytime soon?

MH: No, unfortunately. 

My year of service is all over 
the country, and if I’m here, 
it’s going to be a quick stint. 
[If you want to see me per-
form, it will likely be sign-
ing as Miss America] and 
hopefully the next time I’ll 
be doing that will be at the 
Nets–Heat game on Jan. 29 
at the Barclays Center.

BP: Many Brooklynites 
were heartbroken to hear 
that you have a boyfriend. 
Can you recommend any 
good romantic spots around 
town?

MH: No. I don’t really 
often go on dates with my 
boyfriend out in Brooklyn, 
so I don’t really know of any 
places that are super roman-
tic, unfortunately. 

BP: Any plans now to 
tell a few of your neigh-
bors that they live next to 
Miss America? 

MH: I don’t spend a lot 
of time hanging out with my 
neighbors, but maybe if I get 
a chance to go back to my 
apartment, I’ll let the little 
girls downstairs know!

Continued from page 1

MISS...

and car traffic into the neigh-
borhood,” said Frizell, who 
used to shop at the gro-
cery store twice a week. 
“It’s the anchor at the end 
of Van Brunt Street and it 
changed the neighborhood 
for the better — it’s not the 
same without it.” 

Fairway shoppers bor-
ough-wide are just as ex-
cited. 

“It’s like a long lost relative 
is coming back,” said Fran 
Barris of Dyker Heights, who 
shopped at Fairway monthly 
before it closed, in part due 
to its big selection of glu-
ten-free items.

Glickberg said that 70 ad-
ditional Fairway employees 
will be hired for the reopen-
ing and that the store’s origi-
nal 250 employees, who have 
been transferred to other 
Fairway stores, will return 
to the Red Hook location. 

[Community Board 18 chair-
man] Sol Needle.”

One affected activist 
wasn’t too bothered about 
getting dumped, claiming 
that he didn’t have much 
use for the freebie pass 
anyway.

“I never used one,” said 
Williamsburg’s Community 
Board One chairman Chris 
Olechowski. “I’m very close 
to the community board and 
when I drive, I always find 
a parking spot.” 

The mayor’s press office 
didn’t respond to calls for a 
comment.

Continued from page 1

FAIRWAY...

Continued from page 1

PARKING...
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1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

BUSINESS OWNERS, GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.

BUSINESS OWNERS
join the thousands of New Yorkers 

who have reduced their energy use, 
gotten millions of dollars in incentives, 

and helped the environment.

I GOT

WITHOUT BREAKING A SWEAT

ENERGY
EFFICIENT


