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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

A group of Red Hookers 
have made it crystal clear 
that they don’t want the fed-
eral government to store the 
sludge dredged from the toxic 

Serving Brownstone Brooklyn and Williamsburg

SLUDGE MATCH
Red Hook activists battle concrete titan over landfi ll plan

Cleaning the
Gowanus

Red Hookers working under the name “No Toxic 
Red Hook” are battling a plan to turn sludge from 
the Gowanus Canal into a concrete landmass off the 
neighborhood’s shore.
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Owen Foote, a co-founder of the Gowanus Dredgers Canoe Club, is 
helping organize a boat race on the Gowanus Canal on June 15.
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Good to row

Night bazaar fi ght
Neighbors: Gowanus party plan a nightmare
By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Some Carroll Gardeners are itch-
ing to shake off Brooklyn’s latest flea 
before it starts keeping them up all 

night long.
Residents living near the Gowanus 

Canal are demanding a plan to bring 
a late-night market-style festival and 
concert series to a concrete plant on the 

banks of Lavender Lake this summer 
be stopped in its tracks so they can get 
a good night’s sleep.

“This site is opposite residential 

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Everyone is a winner at this boat 
race — so long as you don’t get 
wet.

The toxic Gowanus Canal is the 
course for an upcoming non-motor-
ized watercraft competition open to 
canoes, kayaks, paddleboats, and row-
boats of all sizes.

Dubbed the “Gowanus Challenge,” 
the June jaunt will feature 2.5 miles of 
action on the foul-smelling waterway, 

which is laden with hazardous heavy 
metals, raw sewage, cancer-causing 
chemicals, and  even gonorrhea  — war-
ranting a federal cleanup with a price 
tag of half a billion dollars.

“This is the first race that begins 
and ends on a Superfund site,” said 
Owen Foote, a founding member of 
the Gowanus Dredgers Canoe Club, 
which organized the race. 

Members of the Gowanus Dredg-
ers have been racing each other on the 

Gowanus to host a boat race

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

Marijuana may hurt short-term mem-
ory, but a keen awareness of recent his-
tory could help a Brooklyn lawmaker 
finally get a medical marijuana law 
passed in Albany.

Even though three previous attempts 
to bring patients prescription pot have 

gone up in smoke, state Sen. Diane 
Savino (D–Coney Island) is confident 
her more tightly written new bill will 
blunt the opposition that burned ear-
lier proposals in the Senate.

“The original bills that were in-
troduced and passed in the assem-
bly originally talked about allowing 
patients, caregivers, and hospitals to 

grow small amounts of marijuana on 
site,” said Savino, who is sponsoring 
her first medical marijuana bill. “That’s 
not a realistic way to deal with med-
ical marijuana, and one of the things 
that’s beneficial to New York is we 
have the experience of several other 
states that have their own programs. 
So, we’ve been able to reject some of 

the worst practices and embrace some 
of the best ones, so we have the tight-
est bill possible.”

Cannabis is currently available to 
patients in 18 states and the District of 
Columbia, while Colorado and Wash-
ington states recently legalized the eu-
phoria-inducing herb completely.

Savino and her co-sponsor Assem-

blyman Richard Gottfried (D–Man-
hattan), however, want to assure their 
colleagues that unlike the earlier, half-
baked proposals, this bill would not turn 
New York into California, where the 
proliferation of prescription pot provid-
ers has drawn local complaints as well 
as raids by the feds. In fact, many of 

Local pol: Pass my legal marijuana bill

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

She’s under pressure.
Alexandra Bowie — a 

freelance grant writer, fic-
tion writer, blogger, mother, 
and wife — is now the new 
president of the neighborhood 
watchdog group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association.

The newly elected neigh-
borhood activist will replace 
Jane McGroarty as the asso-
ciation rallies to oppose the 
likely shutdown of Long Is-
land College Hospital, pre-
pares to host a mayoral fo-
rum, and tries to influence 
the direction of the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s  new planned 

Ch-ch-ch-changes
Bowie now prez of Heights Association

Traffic safety group Bay Ridge Advocates for Keeping Everybody Safe protested State 
Sen. Marty Golden’s opposition to speed cameras outside his office on April 5.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

These Ridge residents want 
state Sen. Marty Golden to smile 
for the cameras.

Over 20 Bay Ridge residents 
rallied outside Golden’s Fifth Av-
enue office on April 5 to pro-

test the  pol’s opposition to a pi-
lot program that would install 40 
speed cameras  — which photo-
graph the license plates of speed-
ers and automatically send them 
tickets — at select intersections 
around the city.

The protestors were mem-

bers of a pro–traffic-control 
group called Bay Ridge Advo-
cates for Keeping Everybody 
Safe, and argued that the cam-
eras would cure the  epidemic of 
car-pedestrian collisions   plagu-
ing the neighborhood  — which 

Ridge’s street fi ght
Golden slammed for blocking camera plan

Taking on Vito

Candidate Antonio Reynoso is positioning himself as 
a champion of good schooling and equitable housing, 
and someone whose name is not Vito Lopez.
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Brooklyn Heights branch  and 
the development of Brook-
lyn Bridge Park.

In other words, she has 
gotten rather busy lately.

If all of that wasn’t enough, 
Bowie is also trying to gar-
ner neighborhood support 
to make Brooklyn Heights 
a “slow zone” — reducing 
the speed limit from 30 to 
20 miles per hour.

The last initiative may be 
closest to Bowie’s heart — 
she was friends with fellow 
Heights Association executive 
board member Martha Atwa-
ter, who was killed when   a 
truck jumped the curb  at the 
intersection of Clinton and At-
lantic avenues in February.

But to get the city to make 
the community a slow zone, 
Bowie needs to prove that 

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Downtown will really shim-
mer once the crystal sellers at 
Swarovski open their new bou-
tique on the Fulton Mall this 
month.

The Austrian jewelry brand 
will bring its wares to the corner 
of Bond Street, right below  a new 
Raymour and Flanigan furniture 
store , marking another chain ar-
rival on the increasingly shopping 
mall-like thoroughfare.

“Swarovski’s move into Brook-
lyn is a natural step for our brand,” 
said John Heidt, a Swarovski ex-
ecutive, in a statement. “Down-
town Brooklyn’s revitalization 
has made the area extremely at-
tractive and lucrative to major 
brands, like Swarovski.”

Global retailers including  Ex-
press ,  Gap , Aeropostale, Aldo, 
and  Armani Exchange  have 
opened outposts on the Fulton 
Mall, sparking a high-speed trans-
formation for the Main Street of 
black America.

TJ Maxx and  Century 21  are 
slated to arrive on the shopping 
strip as well, harkening a poten-

Sparkle shop
Swarovski heads to Fulton Mall

tial return to the street’s era as a 
department shopping hub.

Swarovski has another bor-
ough location at the  Kings Plaza 
mal l.

The jewelers at Swarovski 
are coming to the Fulton 
Mall.
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Alexandra Bowie

Past events from Brooklyn Night 
Bazaar included a pig roast.
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State Sen. Diane Savino is pushing 
to legalize medical marijuana.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Council hopeful Antonio 
Reynoso has a clear path to 
City Hall, so long as the for-
midable foe he is currently shad-

owboxing — embattled assem-
blyman and rumored candidate 
Vito Lopez — doesn’t set foot 
in the ring.

Reynoso is spending much 

Council hopeful battles Lopez 
— who’s not yet a candidate

Gowanus Canal on 
their waterfront. 

Residents work-
ing under the name 
“ No Toxic Red 
Hook ” are peti-
tioning against a 
plan under consid-
eration by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
that would decontaminate some 
of the muck and use it to build 
a giant landmass on concrete 
tycoon John Quadrozzi’s prop-
erty at the foot of Columbia 
Street as part of the agen-
cy’s half-billion dollar Su-
perfund cleanup of the fetid 
waterway.

The feds claim it would 
be safe to construct a “con-
fined disposal facility” that 
would turn the sludge into 
concrete and use it to perma-
nently build out the waterfront 
at the Gowanus Bay Terminal 

and Gownaus Industrial Park, 
but neighbors are worried about 
their health, the risk of flood-
ing, and the effects the opera-
tion would have on Red Hook’s 
bustling ball fields and pool.

“The community does not 
want to create more land from 
this contaminated sludge adja-
cent to one of the most heavily 

used recreation areas in New 
York City,” activists wrote on 
the online petition posted in 
March in a last push before the 
feds close the public commen-
tary period later this month.

The Red Hook activists say 
they don’t oppose the polluter-
funded cleanup of the waterway 
— just the proposal to process 
sludge in their community.

“This is almost the worst 
thing I can imagine for this 
neighborhood,” said Red Hook 
mom Carly Yates, a founder 
of No Toxic Red Hook who 
is worried about air pollution 
and fears that the site could 
become a permanent plant for 
treating toxic waste. “It’s dis-
turbing — I don’t think that I 
can raise my daughter here if 
it were to be built.”

The sludge used to con-
struct the landmass would be 
dredged from the least contam-

See BOWIE  on page 8

See REYNOSO  on page 8See RIDGE  on page 8

See POT  on page 2

See BOATS  on page 2

See SLUDGE  on page 4

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

LUCKY DOGS!
Participatory budget to build 
Williamsburg a pooch park

See NIGHT  on page 4

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It will soon be a dog’s life 
on the banks of the East River, 
thanks to 729 ballot-casting 
Brooklynites.

A pup run in East River State 
Park was one of five projects vot-
ers endorsed in North Brooklyn 
in this year’s participatory bud-
get process, an increasingly pop-
ular and refreshingly democratic 
initiative by some councilmem-
bers to determine how to divvy up 
funding in their districts. 

The dog run, which will cost 
$450,000, will be the only place 

in Williamburg south of McCa-
rren Park where pet owner can 
legally let their pups run free, 
said Mark Sallinger, a committee 
member on the Friends of East 
River State Park, which proposed 
the pooch park. 

“The number of dogs in Wil- Imagine this beautiful scene — with dogs. East River State Park will 
get a dog run, thanks to a ballot initiative.See DOG  on page 3

ANOTHER BALLOT 
WINNER: 

SCHOOL TOILETS! 
SEE PAGE 3
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@CPR-Cell-Phone-Repair-Brooklyn

WE REPAIR:
 Cell phones
 iPads/tablets
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Laptops
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BUY - SELL - TRADE
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Buy  Sell
Trade  Repair

Stop by and check 
out our wide variety of 
refurbished phones, 
all with a 6 month 

warranty!

Lifetime warranty on 
all accessories

www.cpr-brooklyn.com  224B Atlantic Ave.   347-763-1525   347-763-1539
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the stipulations in Savino’s 
bill were specifically written 
to mellow out the fears that 
have kept Albany lawmak-
ers from approving medical 
marijuana in the past.

“We’re not going to be Cal-
ifornia,” said Savino. “What 
you don’t want is a very loose 
program, because that’s what 
invites the feds to come in. 
The US Attorneys are very 
ambitious, they see opportu-
nities and they’ll go after that. 
The way to avoid that is to 
have a very tight model.”

For one thing, patients will 
have to complain about more 
than chronic back pain to get 
a prescription for pot. To weed 
out fakers, the bill stipulates 
that doctors will only be able 
to dole out cannabis to people 
suffering “severe, debilitat-
ing, or life threatening con-
ditions,” according to Mis-
cha Sogut, a spokesman for 
Gottfried.

“The first concern we’ve 
heard is the definition of 
what marijuana can be used 
to treat, and in this bill it’s 
written that pot can only be 
prescribed to treat severe, de-
bilitating, or life-threatening 
conditions,” said Sogut. “That 
includes conditions like can-

cer, Parkinson’s, AIDS — and 
the commissioner of health 
would have discretion to de-
termine what is and is not ap-
propriate.”

Furthermore, the new bill 
mandates that every plant 
must be tracked and tagged 
from the time it is planted to 
the point of sale, making sure 
that the state’s legal pot won’t 
worm its way into the black 
market.

“This bill is based on the 
seed to sale model,” Savino 
explained. “Every client has 
a bar code, we will know ev-
ery plant that exists, every pa-
tient, and every leaf that gets 
sold.”

Another saving grace of the 
bill is that half of the proceeds 
generated in towns where the 
marijuana is produced or dis-
tributed will go back to the 
local government, meaning 
that the budding weed indus-
try will subsidize the extra 
cost of law enforcement that 
lawmakers predict will occur 
in such localities.

“There were concerns that 
legalizing this would increase 
needs for law enforcement, 
which would fall on the lo-
calities,” said Sogut. “So, half 
the revenue generated would 
be shared with the locality 

canal for years, but this is the 
first time the pro-watersports 
group has challenged other 
boating organizations to test 
their speed. The course will 
start at the Dredgers’s dock 
on Second Street, go all the 
way to the mouth of the canal 
near the Gowanus Bay, and 
loop back to the dock for the 
big finish, said Foote. 

Boathouses across inter-

national waters have even ex-
pressed interest in the race, 
which will serve as a fund-
raiser to support the group’s 
work bringing free water-
borne recreational activi-
ties to the city. 

As such, each team must 
raise $500 from pledgers and 
sponsors to compete, but 
squads can consist of how-
ever many people fit into the 
crew’s vessel of choice. 

Continued from page 1

POT LAW... where it was made and dis-
pensed.”

Savino and Gottfried can 
rightfully expect their bill to 
pass the Assembly, which has 
already passed three, more 
loosely written medical mar-
ijuana bills in the past.

More importantly, Savino 
is convinced she has enough 
support to get the 32 votes 
that the bill needs to get past 
the Senate, where medical 
marijuana has never even 

made it to the floor.
“By my calculus, I believe 

we have 38 solid votes,” said 
Savino. “Plus, we probably 
have another six more that are 
leaning yes. We’re going to 
be in a comfortable position 
going into the Senate.”

Now, the big challenge 
seems to be getting the bill past 
Governor Cuomo, who — de-
spite pushing for the decrim-
inalization of small amounts 
of marijuana — has opposed 

setting up a legal marijuana 
industry in the state.

“We’re on break from Al-
bany and we don’t return to 
session until April 15,” said 
Savino. “During then, we’re 
going to get our ducks in a 
row and we’re going to reach 
out to the governor’s office to 
work on this. It doesn’t help 
us to get the bill past the as-
sembly and the senate, only 
for it to be killed on the gov-
ernor’s desk.”

Individuals brave enough 
to take on the Gowanus Canal 
who are not affiliated with 
boathouses or other aquatic 
groups are welcome to par-
ticipate in the race, if they 
can come up with a canal-
worthy craft.

The winner will likely re-
ceive a grand prize of a gift 
certificate to a local restau-
rant.

Foote hopes holding the 
race will help raise awareness 
of the fact that every time it 
rains, millions of gallons of 

raw sewage flood the water-
way — which is why the feds 
will likely force the city to 
install  massive $78 million 
holding tanks  to catch the 
runoff as part of the Super-
fund cleanup. 

But organizers about 
aren’t worried about any 
health risks from racing on 
the waterway. 

“We don’t have a lot 
of concerns,” said Foote. 
“We’ve been exposing our 
hands and paddles and hav-
ing casual contact with the 

water for 14 years.” 
Federal advisories for 

kayakers or canoers on the 
Gowanus Canal recommend 
boaters to “minimize direct 
contact with the water” and 
to wash your body and cloth-
ing “soon after paddling,”  ac-
cording to an advisory by 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency . 

The Gowanus Challenge 
[Second Street dock near 
Bond Street in Gowanus, 
(718) 243–0849, www.gow-
anuscanal.org] June 15, 11 
am, $500 entry fee.

Continued from page 1

BOATS...

I spent the season quietly observ-
ing my counterpart’s analysis of the 
Nets’ struggling back court, but with 
the playoffs looming, this big man 
can be quiet no more. Here is what 
all the little people must do to help 
Brooklyn win when it counts.

Fans have waited all season for 
Deron Williams, Joe Johnson, and 
Gerald Wallace to look like their 
former selves. And while Williams 
has finally started playing like the 
star he is paid to be, Brooklynites 
can only hope the few remaining 
games are just enough for Johnson 
to get fully healthy and Wallace to 
get out of his own head.

The Nets snagged a postseason 
berth, but this team is not exactly 
where it wants to be. Sure, Brooklyn 
is poised to get home-court advan-
tage in the first round of the play-
offs, but what happens once we get 
there? The Bulls, the likely first-
round opponent, came into our Bar-

O U R  B R O O K LY N  N E T S  C O V E R A G E

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

The Great Brooklyn Nets Front 
Court Experiment of 2013 has ended 
more or less where it started.

For months, I have watched my 
taller colleague chronicle the tin-
kering of Nets coach P.J. Carlesimo 
with Brooklyn’s big guys. First, Peej 
told professional handsome dude Kris 
Humphries to take a seat and give 
three-happy Mirza Teletovic a chance 
to spice up the offense with his out-
side shooting.

When that didn’t pay dividends, 
Carlesimo said he would explore put-
ting Andray Blatche and Brook Lo-
pez — Brooklyn’s tallest and most 
efficient scorers — on the floor at 
the same time. Yet, by this week, 
the pair had only shared the hard-
wood for 89 minutes.

Smaller ballers must play big
The little guys need to step it in the playoffs tally gone.” Totally gone? Not ex-

actly music to the borough’s ears. 
On this team, he will never be the 
go-to scorer he was in the past, but 
he adds a dimension the Nets sure 
could use come playoff time.

Also necessary is a healthy John-
son. The star shooting guard has 
been playing at less than 100 per-
cent most of the season, so with 
some very winnable games left in 
the regular season Johnson should 
ride the pine to get as healthy as 
possible before the playoffs.

With Wallace and Johnson ail-
ing, the last few weeks have yielded 
seldom-seen offensive output from 
MarShon Brooks — providing valu-
able bench scoring for a team that 
always struggles to put points on 
the board. Coach P.J. “Peej” Carles-
imo must find a way to keep giving 
Brooks minutes even when John-
son is healthy. 

If all goes well as the Nets to 
close out the season, Brooklyn just 
might have enough in the tank to 
make a serious run through the 
playoffs. At least, that’s the front 
court’s wish.  

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 sports-
world insider with a middling high 
school basketball career who be-
lieves the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s big men.

Our little guy’s playoff wishlist

The Nets will be in a good spot when Joe Johnson can smile 
while making this move.
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clays Center backyard without five 
rotation players and found a way to 
leave with a W, raising the team’s 
record to 3–1 against the Nets this 
season.  

As if that wasn’t bad enough, 

Wallace, whose lackluster offen-
sive game has left Nets fans quot-
ing “The Wire” character D’Angelo 
Barksdale all season (“Where’s Wal-
lace at?!”) told the New York Post 
this week that his confidence is “to-

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

playoff wishes for Brooklyn’s front 
court:

Reggie Evans continues to play 
like a man possessed by the spirit of 
Dennis Rodman: Whether a basketball 
player can be possessed by the spirit of 
a person who is still alive is debatable, 
but it’s tough to prove the Worm’s re-
cent North Korea excursion wasn’t part 
of an extended “Weekend At Bernie’s” 
scenario. Evans has led the league in 
rebounds in March and April, and has 
tapped into a semblance of offensive 
game that has eluded him for much 
of his pro career. For all those boards, 
though, the scrapper still doesn’t do 
much to protect the paint defensively, 
recording only four blocks in 421 min-
utes in March.

Andray Blatche takes care of the 
rock: After seven seasons marked by 
boneheadedness on and off the court, 
Blatche has assembled a comeback 
worthy of a Hollywood script -- as-
suming you wrote around that time 
back in January when a woman was 
allegedly sexually assaulted by a fel-
low partier in the ballplayer’s Phil-
adelphia hotel suite at 3:30 am the 

night before a game. On the court, 
Blatche is shooting just shy of 52 per-
cent from the field and ranks 13th in 
the entire league in player efficiency. 
But recently he has been bitten by 
an old habit: turnovers. In the first 
four months of the season, Blatche 
averaged one turnover for every 14 
minutes of court time. In March and 
April, he has given the ball away once 
every 8.5 minutes. The Nets can’t af-
ford to have Blatche squander pre-
cious playoff possessions.

Kris Humphries’s divorce trial 
is pushed back: Only in New York, 
right? Humphries’s courtroom battle 
with ex Kim Kardashian actually kicks 
off in an L.A. courtroom on May 6, 
per Us Weekly, which would affix a 
sideshow to any Nets playoff run. It’s 
not that Humphries’s bench produc-
tion is a deal-breaker for Brooklyn 
at this point, but the squad could do 
without the extra distraction.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 6-foot-
1 journalist with a middling high 
school basketball career who is 
sure the Nets win thanks to team’s 
top-tier guards.

Ignore the hairstyle — Reggie 
Evans is just like Dennis Rod-
man, according to our shorter 
scribe.
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So now, with four games left in 
the season and the playoffs looming, 
it appears the coaching staff has de-
termined the Nets’ bigs are who they 
thought they were.

Here’s a backcourt scribe’s three 

By Moses Jefferson
The Brooklyn Paper

Ice to meet you, Brooklyn!
The borough will have its first 

face-off with big league hockey when 
the Islanders play a preseason game at 
the Barclays Center on Sept. 21, team 
officials announced on Tuesday.

The club, which is  slated to relo-
cate to the Rust Bowl on Atlantic Av-
enue  in 2015, will enjoy a Brooklyn 
debut by taking the ice for a 7 pm 
match against the hated New Jer-

sey Devils.
Alas, the game is just a one-timer 

until the Islanders formally move to 
Brooklyn in two years — but it’s a 
chance to win fans on the western-
most tip of Long Island, team of-
ficials say.

“I’m excited for our fans to bring 
that energy and have the ability to 
enjoy an Islanders game while taking 
advantage of the world class amenities 
at Barclays Center, that stand above 
and beyond what any other arena pro-

vides,” said the aptly named Island-
ers general manager Garth Snow. 
“This preseason game will be their 
first opportunity to do so.”

The Islanders and team owner 
Charles Wang are happy to make 
a breakaway from the asbestos-rid-
dled Nassau Veterans Memorial Col-
iseum, and enthusiastic about their 
new digs at the Barclays Center, 
which will be the smallest arena in 
the National Hockey League, ac-
commodating just 14,500 fans in  a 

horseshoe-style configuration  with-
out seats behind one goal.

And Barclays Center brass is 
thrilled to find a new roommate for 
the Nets, a basketball team that de-
buted at the arena this season.

“There’s a lot of excitement about 
professional hockey bound for Brook-
lyn, where the Islanders have a ter-
rific opportunity to grow their fan 
base and build their brand,” said 
arena chief executive officer Brett 
Yormark.

Islanders break ice in Sept.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Call it a game of pass-the-
truck.

Someone apparently aban-
doned a tractor-trailer on a sec-
tion of Flatbush Avenue near the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden months 
ago — and no department in the 
city is taking responsibility for 
cleaning it up.

“I have seen this tractor-trailer 
abandoned since at least Novem-
ber,” said Olgierd Bilanow, a Dit-
mas Park resident who passes the 
big rig frequently while walking 
through Prospect Park.

Bilanow called 311 several 
times, only to be directed to the 
Department of Sanitation, which 
is in charge of removing vehi-
cles without license plates. But 
even after those calls, the truck, 
which bears no plates nor com-
pany markings, remains — with 
a thick layer of dirt around it un-
reachable by street sweepers.

This reporter called the De-
partment of Sanitation about the 
truck, only to be told by a spokes-
woman that because the trailer is 

TRAILER TRASH
Abandoned big rig left to rust on Flatbush

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

You can raise money look-
ing in the couch cushions, or 
you can raise money selling the 
couch — cushions and all — 
just like one of Williamsburg’s 
most prominent not-for-profit 
corporations.

In an everything-but-the-
kitchen-sink fund-raising ploy, 
St. Nick’s Alliance auctioned off 
a couch to generate cash for chil-
dren’s programs at the School 
Settlement Association. 

The television station MTV 
left the couch at the Manhat-
tan Avenue community center 
after it filmed some scenes re-
quiring a room that resembled a 

teachers’ lounge for a web show 
last month, and rather than keep 
the seating for good, St. Nick’s 
Alliance hoped to attract what 
can be described as an act of 
“chair-ity.”

“It’s a beautiful couch, so 
we put it to good use,” said St. 
Nick’s spokesman Greg Hanlon, 
a former reporter for the Com-
munity Newspaper Group. “We 
never pass up an opportunity to 
think about raising money for 
our needed programs.” 

Before putting the chair on the 
market, the settlement house’s 
maintenance guy checked and 
double-checked the couch for 
bed bugs and gave it the all-
clear.

St. Nick’s — which had a to-

tal revenue of $17,360,997  in 
2010 according to GuideStar.
com  — then put the word out 
via e-mail and Facebook and 
started the bidding at $45, which 
is how much the organization 
spent cleaning the brown two-
seater.

The winning bid came from 
the daughter of a former board 
member, who pledged $75 — 
helping St. Nick’s stash away 
a cool $30. 

It’s just a drop in the bucket, 
but every dollar counts, accord-
ing to Hanlon.

“If it means two kids being 
able to get to and from one 
fieldtrip that’s worth it,” said 
Hanlon.

Chaising donations
Billyburg non-profi t raises cash selling couch

Cynthia Diaz and Greg Hanlon chill out on MTV’s couch it left behind after filming, so 
they are it auctioning it off to raise money for after-school programs.
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in Prospect Park, it falls under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of 
Parks and Recreation.

This reporter then called the 
Department of Parks and Rec-
reation, where a spokeswoman 

said that because the vehicle is 
parked on Flatbush Avenue it is 
under the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of Transportation.

This reporter then called the 
Department of Transportation, 

only to be told by a spokes-
woman to contact the police de-
partment.

An NYPD spokesman directed 
this reporter to contact the pre-
cinct closest to the vehicle.

A spokesman for the 71st Pre-
cinct said that the truck doesn’t 
sit in his coverage area, and re-
peated calls to the 78th Precinct’s 
community affairs office were 
not answered.

A trucking industry expert told 
The Brooklyn Paper it is not un-
usual for struggling independent 
truckers who aren’t part of larger 
fleets to abandon aging tractors 
— especially if the truck is in 
need of costly repairs — because 
properly disposing of such vehi-
cles can be expensive.

The audacity of someone aban-
doning a truck in the most fa-
mous of Brooklyn’s parks and on 
the best-known of borough road-
ways, however, is a bit much for 
Bilanow to take. 

“In and of itself, it’s just a mag-
net for graffiti. And in theory, 
terrorism-wise, if you can aban-
don a tractor-trailer in New York 
City, what else can you do?” the 
concerned citizen said. 

But the real problem is more 
simple than that.

“It’s just the idea that you can 
dump a tractor-trailer and nobody 
cares,” Bilanow said.

At least one Brooklynite said that this plateless tractor-
trailer has been abandoned on Flatbush Avenue in Pros-
pect Park since at least November.
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

The dilapidated bathrooms at 
a Carroll Gardens elementary 
school will get their first ren-
ovation since the Eisenhower 
administration thanks to an ini-
tiative by a local legislator that 
democratizes the Council bud-
geting process.

Eight “dirty, gloomy, noxious, 
and unhealthy” restrooms at PS 
58 on Smith Street equipped with 
hard-to-flush toilets and broken 
soap dispensers,  according to a 
video released by the school , will 
get brand new automatic flush 
valves, soap dispensers, light 
fixtures, and air vents as part 
of Councilman Brad Lander’s 
(D–Carroll Gardens) participa-
tory budgeting program.

The process gives citizens the 
chance to choose how to spend 
$1 million in taxpayer funds by 
voting on a series of public im-
provement projects in their dis-
tricts nominated by committees 
of neighbors. Each district’s top 
vote-getters receive full financ-
ing through their elected’s dis-

cretionary funds.
More than 2,800 people cast 

ballots during the week-long vot-
ing period that came to a close vote 
on Sunday in Lander’s 39th dis-
trict, which stretches from Carroll 
Gardens to Borough Park.

The $110,000 restoration of PS 
58’s shabby bathrooms is one of 
seven winning projects out of a 
total of 24 nominees that will be 
included in Lander’s upcoming 
fiscal year budget of approxi-
mately $3 million.

“It’s about time the bathrooms 
get renovated,” said PS 58 mom 
Virginie Smith, whose three kids 
attend the school. “I would be 
devastated if they weren’t — it’s 
really for the children.”

The project that garnered the 
most support — with 1,193 votes 
— will bring 34 high-tech “Smart-
boards” and new MacBook com-
puters to Windsor Terrace’s PS 
230 for $180,000.

Kensington’s PS 179 will 
also receive $115,000 to install 
27 Smartboards to aid English 
language learners and special-
needs students.

Royal fl ush
School’s foul bathrooms to be 
fi xed, thanks to democracy

Councilman Brad Lander 
came up with a budgeting 
strategy that lets constitu-
ents vote on the neighbor-
hoo projects they would 
like to fund — and one of 
this year’s winners is PS 58’s 
terrible bathrooms.

“It’s a fantastic thing to be able 
to fund projects in our community 
and somewhat bypass the bureau-
cratic process,” said Arlene Ma-
this, a member of the program’s 
district committee, who was 
shocked that projects like restor-
ing run-down school bathrooms 
were even up for debate. “This is 
something that the [Department 
of Education] should have been 
fixing. It should not have gone 
through this process.”

Other winners include:
• $75,000 for 29 new adult 

and children’s computers at the 
Carroll Gardens library branch 
and the Windsor Terrace library 
branch.

• $170,000 for 10 new trees 
with eco-friendly pits to help 
stop storm water from flood-
ing the Gowanus Canal during 
storms.

• $300,000 to extend the side-
walks and reduce crossing dis-
tances on Church Avenue at Coney 
Island and McDonald avenues.

Those six projects total 
$950,000, leaving just $50,000 
to spare for the final winner — a 
proposal to make safety improve-
ments on busy Hicks Street — but 
Lander said he would work with 
the city to secure the remaining 
cash for the $350,000 project.

“I’m glad that it’s a mix of the 
really practical and the somewhat 
innovative — to have the school 
bathrooms on the one hand and the 
green infrastructure on the other 
is a real nice mix,” said Lander at 
his voting results party at Com-
monwealth pub Sunday night.

“Participatory budgeting shows 
the possibility of people working 
together through government to 
really make a positive change in 
their neighborhood and I’m re-
ally proud of it,” he said.

Lander was one of eight Coun-
cilmember’s, including Jumaane 
Williams (D–Flatbush), Stephen 
Levin (D–Williamsburg), and 
David Greenfield (D–Borough 
Park), to use the budgeting tool 
this year.

liamsburg has grown to 7,000, 
based on some estimates,” said 
Sallinger. “There’s a real need for 
a space for dogs to run around. 
It’s hard for people to walk 20 
minutes to get to McCarren Park, 
and that dog run is small and al-
ways crowded.”

Dogs are usually never al-
lowed in the East River State 
Park or in any other state park, 
but Sallinger said the state has 

agreed to make an exception for 
the dog run, which he hopes will 
open by the end of the year.

The office of Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Williams-
burg) will fund the five most 
popular projects, accounting for 
slightly more than $1 million, 
in an attempt to help constitu-
ents get involved in the politi-
cal process.

“It’s a good thing whenever 
you can increase transparency 

and get the community in-
volved in making decisions 
that affect their day-to-day 
lives,” said Levin. 

In total, 2,632 civically-
minded individuals cast votes 
for the top five projects, which 
also include:

• District-wide tree plant-
ing: $100,000

• Technology funds for MS 
8: $200,000

• Technology funds for PS 
31: $188,000

• Playground restoration 
and beautification for PS 34: 
$120,000

Continued from page 1

DOG DAYS...
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Children are always 
welcome

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
Licensed teachers
Optimal educational equipment
Exclusive outdoor facilities
Indoor Gym facilities

2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days
Spacious Classrooms
Enriched Curriculum
Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

REGISTER NOW – LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE
For summer 2013 and school year 2013-14

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 
1st, 3rd, 4th Sats, 6p 

Brunch Singalong  
Sundays 12:30pm 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAY 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p Noon 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

I always look for metaphors 
that will help me teach my 
kids the hard lessons that 

are sometimes a challenge to 
get throught their heads. Ad-
venturous trips almost always 
provide these, and this spring 
breakthe California coast did 
not disappoint. 

There we were, back in 
the trees behind Highway 1 
in Big Sur, wending our way 
between the redwoods on the 
Valley View Trail in Pfeiffer 
State Park, going straight up 
to something, we weren’t quite 
sure what. After a mile or so 
of the 3.4 mile loop we hadn’t 
realized was quite so steep, 
Oscar sat down. 

“I don’t want to do it,” he 
said. “I’m tired. And bored.”

I grimly recalled another 
hike where I’d waited with 
Osc making fairy houses out 
of moss and bark while Big 
G and Eli went ahead to see 
the view. I didn’t relish that 
happening again. I wanted to 
move forward, not back. He 
was older now, and fully ca-
pable. So I didn’t stop.

“Come on,” I said. “It’s a 
loop. You have to go up to 
come down.”

Of course, this was a slight 
mistruth. We could have gone 
right back the way we’d come. 
So I amended.

“It’s more fun not to go 
back the same way we came 
up. Come on.”

Mercifully, the boy stood 
up and trudged forward. His 
father generously agreed to 
carry him a bit, and then he 
held my hand, letting me pull 
him like a tow rope. Fun. When 
he made it all the way up, he 
stood proudly with his brother 
in the strange sunny dirt ridge 
of the apex.

“You did it!” I said as my 
sister and I caught up. His en-
ergy had surged toward the top, 
while ours had waned.

Oscar stuck out his tongue 
at me, as he is wont to do when 
praised. And that was the last I 
saw of him for a while. Along 

with his brother and Big G, 
who felt it best to follow, he ran 
at high speed all the way down 
— except for the parts (they 
told me later) where they went 
off-trail to scale down the slip-
pery rocky mountainside.

They’d waded in the lake, 
reveled in the sun on a rock. 
They probably made it in half 
my time.

“Good job guys!” I reiter-
ated when finally we reunited 
by the big hollowed-out red-
wood.

Upon our return to Brook-
lyn, thinking I could use the 
“things aren’t so hard as they 
seem” logic I’d believed the 
hike had raised up in order to 
wake Osc up post red-eye to do 
homework, I prompted him. 

“Wasn’t the hike fun?”
Oscar shook his head. 
“No,” he said. His defiant 

tone said he hadn’t changed his 
position and he wasn’t just go-
ing to lie to please me. 

“Climbing up wasn’t fun at 
all,” he said. He paused for a 
moment, as if that’s all there 
was to the story, then added 
nonchalantly, as if it was an 
afterthought:

“But the running down was 
really fun!” He smiled just re-
calling it.

“Yes. But you couldn’t run 
down if you hadn’t climbed up, 
now could you, smarty?”

He wasn’t really paying 
me his full attention except to 
shoot me with his laser tag gun. 
So I said it even more clearly, 
the Lesson of Big Sur: 

“Sometimes you have to do 
something you don’t like in or-
der to get to do something you 
love,” I said, loud and clear. 
“That, my friend, is life.”

I’m sure he heard me 
through his burping of the 
ABCs. I’m positive. And I’m 
not at all worried. I imagine I’ll 
repeat that vacation teaching 
moment a million times.

To myself and to my 
kids.

The lesson of Big Sur
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A man asked to borrow a 
cellphone from a man wait-
ing for the R train in the Pa-
cific Street subway station on 
April 3  — and then never 
returned it. 

The victim was waiting for 
the train at the station near 
Atlantic Avenue at 9:15 am 
when the perp asked to bor-
row the phone, saying that he 
could see the outline of it in 
the victim’s pants. 

Out of fear, the man lent 
the phone to the thief, who 
then walked to the 2 and 3 
train line. 

The victim followed the 
perp onto the southbound 3 
train, continuing to ask for 
his phone back — even say-
ing that he’d give the thief 
$5 for it. 

The thief then told the man 
that he had a knife. 

Train scuffle
A brute grabbed an-

other man by the throat and 
slammed him into the sub-
way window while riding the 
northbound N train near Pa-
cific Street on April 4, po-
lice report.

The victim and perp got 
into a scuffle aboard the train, 
and when it stopped at the 
Pacific Street stop at 6:05 
am, the perp fled and the 
victim was taken to Brook-
lyn Hospital.

Rude intruder
A 17-year-old woman was 

cuffed for entering a high 
school on Johnson Street 
without permission on April 
5, police said.

The girl entered the school 
near Jay Street at 2:04 pm, 
where she was stopped by 
police, who asked her to 
leave. Police say she refused, 
wouldn’t provide identifica-
tion to the officer. The young 
woman then resisted leaving, 
punching and biting a police 
officer, cops reported.

Tourist trap
Someone stole an iPhone, 

wallet, and $200 from a sleep-
ing man on a Coney Island-
bound N train on April 4.

The victim, who was vis-
iting New York from Wash-
ington State, told police he 
boarded the train at Times 
Square, and woke up near 
the Pacific Street station at 
10 pm, and realized his be-
longings were gone. 

Cashless cab
A thief stole $20 that 

fell out of the pocket of a 
woman waiting for a cab 
on Willoughby Street on 
on April 4. 

The woman and crook got 
into an argument at 5:51 pm 
near Lawrence Street, and 
when the cash fell out, the 
perp grabbed it and ran, she 
told police.

Bus attack
A thug repeatedly punched 

a woman in the face while 
riding a bus on Jay Street on 
April 5, police said. 

The victim said she was 
riding the bus near Fulton 
Street at 1:15 pm when the 
goon attacked, and ran off 
with her cellphone.  

I’ll learn you
A 40-year-old man was 

cuffed for hitting a man with 
a textbook on Jay Street on 
April 3, police said. 

The victim was near Ful-
ton Street at 2 am when the 
suspect struck him with the 
book, and also punched him 
in the face, police said.

What furniture?
Someone stole an Apple 

laptop from a a swanky fur-
niture store on Main Street 
on April 3, police said.

The thief left the store near 
Water Street with the gadget 
at 4 am.  — Jaime Lutz

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Tipsy-turvy 
A band of brutal attack-

ers beat a slightly intoxicated 
man as he exited a Fifth Av-
enue diner on April 1, cops 
said. 

The 27-year-old victim 
told police that he was on 
his way home from the es-
tablishment near Ninth Street 
at 5 am. 

He asked two men on the 
street for a cigarette and when 
the criminals noticed that the 
victim had been drinking, 
they started to punch him in 
the face and kick him. 

Three other perps, who 
were watching from inside 
the diner, then ran out and 
joined in the bashing. 

“Keep going m--------
---,” yelled one of the vil-
lains as two of them rum-
maged through the victim’s 
pants and coat pockets for 
valuables. 

The criminals made off 
with a credit card, driver’s 
license, school identification 
card, and MetroCard. 

Two of the perps fled the 
scene in a black sedan, as did 
the other three in a dark-col-
ored sedan, police said. 

Bag gone 
Someone stole a teacher’s 

wallet while she was work-
ing at an Eighth Avenue pri-
vate elementary school on 
April 7.

The 50-year-old educa-
tor told police that she left 
her bag in the library of the 
building near Seventh Street 
while she was instructing a 
class of kids at 11 am. 

When the teacher went 
to fetch her pocketbook an 
hour and 15 minutes later, 
her Prada wallet — holding 
$254 and her credit and debit 
cards — was missing. 

Good as gone 
Someone looted at least 

$10,000 from a Fourth Ave-
nue bodega on April 2. 

The 59-year-old owner of 
the store told cops that his 
one employee working at 
his establishment that day 
closed up the shop later 
that night.

When the proprietor re-
turned to the store the next 
day at 9:30 am he noticed 
that the hefty sum of cash 
was missing and suspected 
that his employee did the 
job. 

The owner went to the 
worker’s house, but he wasn’t 
there, according to police. 

Drink and steal
A burglar broke into 

a Seventh Avenue apart-
ment, drank a glass of wine, 
and made off with a bicy-
cle sometime overnight be-
tween March 30 and 31. 

The 44-year-old vic-
tim told police he left his 
abode between 13th and 
14th streets at 8 pm on the 
30th and returned the next 
day at noon, when he found 
a full glass of wine he left 
out emptied, and the bike 
missing. 

Police suspect burglar got 
in through a back window.

Down and out
A violent criminal 

punched a man in the face 
multiple times on Park Place 
on April 2. 

The 29-year-old victim 
told cops that he was walking 
between Seventh and Sixth 
avenues when the miscreant 
ran up to him and decked him 
at 11 pm. 

“You have five seconds to 
give me all you got or I’m go-
ing to kill you,” said the felon, 
according to cops. 

The man said he didn’t 
have anything to give and 
the baseball hat-wearing perp 
fled without anything. 

Busted 
Cops collared a man who 

allegedly swiped two Mac-
Book Pros and their char-
gers from a Fifth Avenue 
MacBook repair shop on 
April 6. 

A proprietor told cops that 
the 49-year-old suspect broke 
the lock at the establishment 
between Lincoln and Berke-

ley places just minutes be-
fore 5 am. 

Surveillance video shows 
the white-glove-wearing 
criminal swipe the electron-
ics, according to police. 

Register rob 
A crook stole the cash reg-

ister from a Seventh Avenue 
restaurant on April 2.

The owner of the estab-
lishment told police that 
he locked up the joint near 
Eighth Street at 2 am and 
when he returned at 8:30 
am he noticed that the crook 
had removed the locked cyl-
inder on the front door of the 
eatery. 

Surveillance cameras 
show the criminal bust into 
the eatery at 2:50 am and 
leave with the cash regis-
ter containing $100 about 
20 minutes later. He fled 
down Eighth Street, accord-
ing to cops. 

Ch-ch-change 
A thief burglarized a St. 

Marks Place apartment and 
got away with a bunch of elec-
tronics — and $300 in gange 
— on April 4. 

The 43- and 52-year-old 
roommates told police that 
they were both not at their 
abode between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues from 5 pm to 
10 pm. 

When they returned home 
they noticed that their front 
door was forced opened and 
their Apple laptop, two iP-
ads, two cameras, and $300 
in quarters were gone.  
 — Natalie Musumeci

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Food on-the-run
A perp stole an idling car 

while the driver was ordering 
from a popular halal cart on 
86th Street on April 6, po-
lice report.

The victim said he left the 
motor running in his Beamer 
near Fifth Avenue at 1:15 am 
while he got out to pick up 
food at the wagon. 

The gyro trailer’s secu-
rity cameras show an un-
known punk jumping into 
the unlocked car five min-
utes later and speeding off 
toward Fourth Avenue.

Shoplifted
A crook busted into two 

cars in the parking lot of a 
supermarket on 66th Street 
on April 7 and made off with 

thousands in loot while the 
owners were inside the store, 
police say.

Both victims told cops 
they went in to the grocery 
near Fort Hamilton Parkway 
at 6 pm and came out 15 min-
utes later. 

One found her vehicle 
broken into and her Coach 
bag with $350 inside gone. 
The other had her pocket-
book with $30 and her iPhone 
taken. Police say there are no 
cameras in the area.

Fired up
A thief broke into a min-

ivan in an Eighth Avenue 
parking lot and ripped off 
a pair of fire extinguishers 
— plus the radio and global 
positioning system — from 
inside the vehicle sometime 
overnight on April 6, accord-
ing to cops.

The victim reported that 
he left the vehicle in the park-
ing area near the corner of 
63rd Street at 11:30 pm, and 
came back at 9 am the next 
day to find the two retardant 
pumps and electronic gad-
gets gone.

Padded down
Two lowlifes lifted an iPad 

from a Third Avenue gro-
cery store on April 7, cops 
claim.

The store owner said he 
had his gadget out on the 
counter when the pair of 
perps walked into the shop 
between 86th and 87th streets 
at 10:28 am. 

When the dastardly duo 
walked out two minutes 
later, the businessman re-
alized the high-tech device 
was gone. 

Logged out
A burglar pillaged a 75th 

Street apartment and plun-
dered a laptop and modem 
from within on April 6, po-
lice state.

The victim said she left her 
home between Ridge Bou-
levard and Colonial Road at 
6 pm and returned at 7:15 
pm to find her electronics 
jacked.

— Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Not neighborly
A man allegedly robbed 

his neighbor in the front ves-
tibule of their Metropoli-
tan Avenue apartments on 
April 5.

The victim told police he 
walked into the vestibule of 
his apartment building be-
tween Bedford and Driggs 
avenues at 4:30 pm to find 
his neighbor waiting for him 
with a knife. 

The neighbor demanded 
the victim property’s, so he 
handed over his cash and 
the neighbor ran off, cops 
reported.

Fast bikes
Someone stole a collection 

of boutique bike parts out of 
a man’s Henry Street storage 
closet on March 26. 

The man told police he 
went into the basement of his 
apartment building between 
Nassau and Norman avenues 
at 6 pm and found the door 
open, the lock broken, and 
all of his bike components 
and frames missing. 

Man in white
A man woke up and found 

someone rummaging through 
his Calyer Street apartment 
on April 6. 

The victim told po-
lice that he woke up in his 
abode between Oak and Lo-
rimer streets at 5 am to find 
a large man wearing all-white 
clothes wandering through 
the apartment with a flash-
light. 

The tenant yelled and the 
person ran out through the 
door to the backyard. After 
the thief left, the tenant re-
alized that he was missing 
$100 in cash. 

The victim told police that 
he often leaves the back door 
unlocked.

Fraud? Check!
An unknown man cashed 

a $15,000 check written by a 
non-profit organization and 
meant for a contractor some-
time before April 3. 

The company, located on 
Kingsland Avenue between 
N. Henry Street and Green-
point Avenue, contacted po-
lice at noon after the con-
tractor called them to say 
it had never received the 
check, even though it had 
been cashed months ear-
lier. 

The company has not re-
covered the money. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Mailman shot
A unknown BB gun-

man shot a mailman in the 
hand on S. Second Street on 
April 4.

The victim told police he 
was delivering mail between 
Driggs Avenue and Roebling 
Street at 2:15 pm when he 
heard a loud bang from across 
the street and felt something 

strike his hand. 
Witnesses in the area said 

they believe that it was shot 
from a BB gun, but there were 
no cameras and police could 
not find a suspect.

Beating delivered
A pair of thugs beat and 

robbed a delivery man af-
ter letting him into a S. First 
Street apartment building on 
April 7. 

The victim told police 
that he was delivering a 
large quantity of food to an 
apartment between Marcy 
Avenue and Havemeyer 
Street at 2:15 am when a 
pair of man opened the door 
to let him into the lobby, 
and then attacked him from 
behind. 

The victim said the rob-
bers hit him three or four 
times in the back in the head 
and he fell to the floor. 

The robbers then put their 
hands in his back pockets and 
took $80 in cash, along with 
the food. 

Broken promise
A con tricked a man out 

of $1,333.50 in exchange for 
keys to a Brooklyn apartment 
on April 5. 

The 33-year-old victim, 
who lives on Manhattan Av-
enue between McKibben and 
Seigel streets, told police that 
he replied to an ad on Craig-

slist at 11:30 am, and the real 
estate agent told him to send 
the money Western Union to 
a man name David in Nigeria 
in exchange for keys. 

He sent the money, but the 
keys never came. 

Midnight rob
A woman stuck a gun in 

another woman’s back and 
stole her to cellphones and 
other property on Marcy Av-
enue on April 7.

The victim told police she 
was near S. Fourth Street at 
midnight when the woman, 
who was wearing a blue ban-
danna over her face, stuck a 
gun in her back and took her 
iPhone, BlackBerry, driver’s 
license, work identification, 
credit card,  airport identifi-
cation, and $40 cash.

Dancing danger
Someone took the contents 

of a man’s jacket at a Hooper 
Street bar on April 5 while 
he was busy dancing.

The victim told police that 
left his jacket on a hook in 
the corner while he danced 
at the watering hole between 
S. Fifth Street and Broad-
way. 

When he grabbed his 
jacket at 11 pm, his credit 
card, MetroCard, French 
identification, building 
badge, and $600 missing.
 — Danielle Furfaro

Don’t lend your phone to guy with the knife

inated section of the canal-
bed, which is south of Hamil-
ton Avenue, moved by barge, 
and treated to remove hazard-
ous toxins that may include 
coal tar and heavy metals, 
eliminating any health risks, 
feds claim. 

“The materials would be 
rendered non-toxic and there 
would be a protective wall 
around the area where the 
materials would be placed,” 
said Superfund project man-
ager Christos Tsiamis, who 
credits himself with coming 
up with on-site disposal op-
tion that he claims will shave 
$37 million from the project 
and create between 30 and 
60 jobs over six years. 

Workers would de-water 
the grime on Quadrozzi’s 
property, mix it with cement-
like materials, and store it as 
stabilized concrete inside a 
bathtub-like fixture made of 
reinforced steel that would be 
buried in the Gowanus Bay 
and connected to his indus-
trial complex.

Once the project is over, 
Quadrozzi can do what he 
wants with the land as long 
as he complies with certain 
federal guidelines.

Neighbors have blasted 
the plan due to reports the 
concrete titan owes hefty 
fees for  illegally dumping 
into the Gowanus Bay  — 
but Quadrozzi claims he 
does not face any fines and 
has paid off a settlement of 
$60,000 to the state several 
years ago after a dock col-
lapsed and released sand, or 
what the state calls “plum-
age,” into the bay. 

Quadrozzi alleges com-

munity activists are trying 
to undermine a safe and cost-
effective clean-up proposal 
by pushing a petition that is 
laden with lies and wrongly 
refers to the “confined dis-
posal facility” as a “contami-
nated disposal facility.”

“It’s intentionally mis-
leading to scare the commu-
nity into thinking that there 
would be no logical or bene-
ficial reason to support this 
other than to create some land 
for some guy to do what he 
wants,” he said. “Anybody 
would read it and say of 
course I’m against this.” 

The feds still have the 
option of shipping all of the 
sludge off-site to a licensed 
treatment facility if there is 
large community opposition 
to the construction of the con-
crete landfill by the end of 
the public commentary period, 
Tsiamis said at numerous pub-
lic meetings. The state also has 
a say in the matter, according 
to agency officials. 

The finalized plan for the 
cleanup of the canal will be 
released by the summer. 

As of press time, the peti-
tion has 336 signatures. 

The agency will accept 
written and public com-
ments on the proposal until 
April 27. E-mail gowanus-
canalcomments.region2@
epa.gov or write to:

Christos Tsiamis, project 
manager

Central New York Reme-
diation Section

US Environmental Pro-
tection Agency

290 Broadway, 20th 
floor

New York, NY 10007-
1866

Continued from page 1

SLUDGE...

streets, houses and apartment 
buildings, and will cause dis-
turbances all night long,” the 
Coalition for Carroll Gardens 
wrote in an  online petition  
that had 41 signatures as of 
press time.

But concrete maven John 
Quadrozzi, Jr., who owns the 
site on Huntington Street be-
tween Smith Street and the 
canal, says his lease with 
the creators of the Brooklyn 
Night Bazaar — popular mar-
kets inspired by those found 
in Asian cities boasting an 
array of food vendors, mer-
chants, live music, DJs, danc-
ing, a beer and wine garden, 
pig roasts, games, arts, and 
thousands of shoppers — will 
be a boon to the area.

“I think it’s a nice pub-
lic event for people to enjoy 
themselves,” said Quadrozzi. 
“It’s another outlet to enhance 
the neighborhood.”

The flea market will run 
every Friday and Saturday 
night from June through 
the end of September, said 
Quadrozzi, who said that he 
will officially lease the entire 
city-block-sized lot to flea 
market impresario Aaron 
Broudo after the contract 

is drawn up in the coming 
days.

But activists who got wind 
of the plan after Community 
Board 6 was notified that 
Broudo submitted an appli-
cation for a seasonal liquor 
license for wine and beer only 
to the State Liquor Authority 
are ready for a fight.

“There will be signifi-
cant community pushback 
on this,” said Steven Miller, 
chair of the Coalition for Car-
roll Gardens, who is urging 
neighbors to protest the pop-
up marketplace.

Broudo did not return calls 
or e-mails as of press time. 

It’s not the first time one of 
Broudo’s pop-up flea markets 
has caused an outcry.

Greenpoint residents and 
politicians, including Coun-
cilman Steve Levin (D–
Greenpoint),  successfully 
halted his proposed bazaar 
from coming to that neigh-
borhood’s waterfront two 
years ago . 

Community Board 6’s 
permits and licenses com-
mittee is scheduled to vote 
on Broudo’s application for 
a liquor license on April 22. 
The full will vote on it next 
month. 

Continued from page 1
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Dragging on
A queen is taking the stage.
A new, vintage-era themed queer party 

called the Cat’s Meow in Bushwick is bring-
ing into the lime 
light a star among 
drag queens Mat-
thew DeLeon, also 
known as Unti-
tled. 

The grand fi-
nale winner of 
the Dragnet com-
petition and a fea-
tured performer at 
the 2012 New York 
City Pride Parade, 
DeLeon says he is 
inspired not only 
by RuPaul and his 
drag race breth-
ren, but also by the 

likes of Nancy Sinatra, Sam Cooke, and the 
Beastie Boys. 

“I mix high art, low art, film,” said De-
Leon, who is a visual artist, sculptor, and 
performer. “My look head to toe is relevant 
to the song.”

In pursuing drag perfection, he will appear at 
the upcoming Cat’s Meow at the new Bushwick 
bar Bizarre. Last month’s show focused on the 
1920s and 1930s, and this month it’s mod. 

“There aren’t that many opportunities for 
people to dress up,” said Cat’s Meow orga-
nizer Merrie Cherry. “I wanted to have a 
party where, each month, people could dress 
up from a different point in history.”

The show will feature seven performers, in-
cluding Miranda, Di Ba, Candi Coxx, Connor 
Donahue, Rodrigo Chazard, and DJ Sokolowski, 
but Cherry said Untitled has become the most 
well-known in the Brooklyn drag scene. 

For his upcoming show, DeLeon prom-
ised some surprises, including some shock-
ing snippets of film from the 1960s. 

“I’m trying to tell a story, not only with the 
look, but emotionally,” he said. “You’re acting 
through it. It’s a theatrical experience.”

Merrie Cherry presents Cat’s Meow at 
Bizarre (12 Jefferson St. between Broadway 
and Bushwick Avenue in Bushwick, facebook.
com/bizarrebushwick). April 13, 10 pm, free.
 — Danielle Furfaro

PA R T Y

A requiem for youth never sounded so 
good.

The Kronos Quartet, the nearly forty-year-
old group popularly known for their perfor-
mance of the haunting soundtrack to “Requiem 
For A Dream,” is teaming up with the kids 
of the Brook-
lyn Youth Cho-
rus, whose warm 
and bright voices 
have collabo-
rated with the 
likes of Philip 
Glass and Bar-
bra Streisand.

“I can think of 
no better way to 
project our hope 
for the future 
than to share the 
stage with these 
marvelous sing-
ers,” said Kronos 
founder and vio-
linist David Har-
rington.

The string quartet first played with the 
youth chorus last year when the world-fa-
mous string ensemble performed on the an-
niversary of 9/11 at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music. The group needed a chorus for a 
piece called “Winter is Hard” and hooked 
up with Brooklyn Youth Chorus for a suc-
cessful performance. 

“We were hired for that based on our repu-
tation and after that developed a very mutual 
respect and appreciation for each other,” said 
Dianne Berkun-Menaker, the founder and ar-
tistic director of the youth chorus.

The Brooklyn Youth Chorus, formed in 
1992, gives kids an opportunity to practice 
their voice on pieces by some of the most well-
known contemporary composers, as well as 
the classics. The show with Kronos, which is a 
gala and benefit concert for the youth organi-
zation, will include works by Shara Worden of 
My Brightest Diamond, Reed Parry of Arcade 
Fire and Bryce Dessner of the National. 

Kronos Quartet and Brooklyn Youth Cho-
rus at Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. at Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–0363, roulette.
org]. May 7, 8 pm, $40. Concert and the pre-
show benefit gala at the Green Building [452 
Union St. at Bond Street in Gowanus, (718) 
243–9447, www.brooklynyouthchorus.org]. 
5:30 pm, $375. — Danielle Furfaro

By Sol Park
The Brooklyn Paper

G
et drunk, grab a controller, and get 
rowdy.

A Williamsburg bar is hosting 
weekly game nights where patrons can 
sign up for some competitive soccer on 
the Xbox 360 and the Playstation 3 
gaming consoles.

But you don’t have to love what Eu-
ropeans call “football” to have a great 
time. Eric Kingrea, who started the 
game nights, certainly didn’t.

“The way I got into soccer was 
through [the video game],” he said. 
“I’m from the South and soccer is kind 
of a communist sport down there.”

After he and his roommate Daniel 
Katzman immersed themselves in the 
virtual world of slide tackles and yel-
low cards, Kingrea started to follow 
soccer in real life, learning who the 
stars of the game were, especially dur-
ing the World Cup. Eventually, he ap-
proached the owners of an actual bar 
that shows actual soccer matches on 
weekends about starting a regular 
soccer video game night featuring 
Electronic Arts’ “FIFA 13.” 

Co-owner of the bar Banter, Chris 
Keller, not only thought this was a 
good idea — the place already had an 
Xbox 360. 

“We did a tournament a year ago,” said 
Keller, “Hopefully [these weekly game 
nights] lead to a league.”

Keller and Kingrea both hope what is 
currently about 20 to 30 people signing 
up on Tuesday nights to test each other’s 
skills will become a tournament, with beer 
sponsorship, sometime in May.

And while playing video games at a 
sports bar seems like it might incite regu-
lars to shout for real professional athletes 
on the screen, Kingrea says the visual ef-
fects of “FIFA 13” are stunningly real-
istic. So much so, playing soccer on the 
Playstation has skewed his relationship 
with the actual game of soccer.

“I’ll watch a Red Bulls game and in-
ternational games and I’ll be scream-
ing at the players, ‘Triangle button!’ ” he 
said, referring to what is the button for a 

through ball pass. 
“It gets you a very strange idea of the 

game.”
And it’s not just Kingrea who’s losing his 

grip on reality — and enjoying it. Other reg-
ulars at the bar find the video game to be a 
redemptive and cathartic therapy for when 
their team doesn’t cut it in real life.

“[One guy’s] favorite team is a Mexican 
team and one night they got beat by the 
Houston Dynamo,” Kingrea recounted. 
“He wanted to replay the game, so I played 
him and he kicked my ass. He wanted 

some justice there.”
Roughly a month into the weekly gam-

ing nights, it seems the marriage between 
a sports bar and video games is a good 
one. Kingrea said his goal isn’t necessar-

ily to cater to gamers or sports fans, but 
to have anyone walk in the bar and have 
a great time. The idea, he said, is to get 
drunk and have fun.

“Once we had an Irish stag party come 
in and they were all half in the bag when 
they walked in and the groom sat down 
and started playing some of the bar reg-
ulars,” Kingrea said. 

“You would have thought it was an ac-
tual f------ soccer game, what with all the 
loud reception, hard tackles, and enthu-
siastic cheering going on.”

Kronos kids
M U S I C

718-745-3700
WWW. .
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FIFA-dom: Eric Kingrea and his Playstation 3 have transformed the Williamsburg bar Banter into a soccer video game 
hang-out spot on Tuesdays.
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

S
outhern cooking isn’t too far 
off from Southeast Asian.

The Carroll Gardens res-
taurateurs behind Smith Street’s 
Southern-American comfort food 
favorite Seersucker are tackling the 
vivid flavors of Vietnam in their 
newest eatery Nightingale 9. 

Chef Rob Newton, an Arkan-
sas native, said he learned to use 
ingredients such as fresh ginger 

and coconut milk more than a de-
cade ago in culinary school, and 
continued to experiment within the 
cuisine ever since — even taking 
a month-long journey last summer 
to Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City to 
find inspiration for the restaurant’s 
menu, indulging in local fare, shop-
ping at the markets, and learning 
from homegrown chefs. 

“I’m not positioning myself as 
any kind of an expert, but I have a 
love and an understanding of the 
cuisine — that’s really all we’re 

trying to do,” he said. 
Nightingale 9’s chilled fluke 

and crab salad with fresh coco-
nut ($13) is inspired from a dish 
Newton had on the island of Phu 
Quoc, the chef said. Other dishes 
featured on the seasonal menu 
are duck leg with cucumber, ba-
sil, and curry dressing ($15) and 
caramelized Berkshire pork with 
rice, imported peppercorn, lemon-
grass, and quail eggs ($15). 

Newton said that his soulful 
southern culinary roots do come 
out in his cooking, especially when 
it comes to the use of country ham 
and leafy greens, but that the food 
at the Smith Street restaurant with 
bench-style seating consists primar-
ily of authentic Vietnamese fare. 

Nightingale 9 [345 Smith St. 
between Carroll Street and First 
Place in Carroll Gardens, (347) 
689–4699, nightingale9.com]. 

“FIFA 13” at Banter Bar [132 Haveyer 
St. at S. First Street, (718) 599–5200, 
www.banterbrooklyn.com]. Tues. 7–11 
pm. Free.

E - S P O R T S

A multiplayer bar
Soccer fans, gamers battle it out in Williamsburg pub

Widening horizons
Seersucker creators go Vietnamese

Hanoi bites: Nightingale 9’s Vietnamese 
turnover is stuffed with Berkshire pork, wood 
ear mushrooms, and cellophane noodles. 
(Pictured right) Pho-style rice noodle soup. C
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family event featuring a storytell-
ing concert by the environmental 
performance group Bash the Trash. 
Free. 3 pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd., between Amers-
fort Place and Kenilworth Place in 
Midwood, (718) 951-4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

SUN, APRIL 14
HISTORY WORKSHOP: From Ice-age 

glaciers to the American Revolu-
tion - learn who each left its mark on 
New York City. Free. 1 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter park 
at Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

“FIDDLER ON THE ROOF”: A rousing 
version of this heartwarming play 
of humor, love and tradition. $36-
$45. 3 pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd., between Amers-
fort Place and Kenilworth Place in 
Midwood, (718) 951-4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

MON, APRIL 15
POETRY READING: Seniors from the 

citizen writing class share their selec-
tions of poems and prose. Free with 
general admission. 12:30–2 pm. St. 
Francis College [180 Remsen St., 
between Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489-5200], 
https://www.sfc.edu. 

WORKSHOP, WINE AND FOOD PAIR-
ING: Brooklyn Winery will introduce 
you to the basic interactions you 
should consider when matching 
food and wine and taste different 

styles of wine. $35. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Winery [213 N. Eighth St., (347) 
763-1506], bkwinery.com/wine-and-
food-pairing-basics/2696. 

READING, A BLACK WOMAN IN 
HEAVY METAL: Laina Dawes will 
host the New York launch party 
for her book What Are You Doing 
Here?: A Black Woman’s Life and 
Liberation in Heavy Metal. Free. 8 
pm. Saint Vitus Bar (1120 Manhattan 
Ave. in Greenpoint), www.saintvi-
tusbar.com. 

TUES, APRIL 16
READING, “NEW YORK A LA CART”: 

Authors Alexandra Penfold and 
Siobhan Wallace share recipes and 
stories from New York City’s food 
trucks. RSVP requested. Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 Main 
St. at Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.powerhousearena.
com. 

WED, APRIL 17
LECTURE, “TRANSATLANTIC,” “LET 

THE GREAT WORLD SPIN”: Novel-
ist Column NcCann discusses his 
books. Free. 4:30–6 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., between 
Court and Clinton streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 489-5200], https://
www.sfc.edu. 

MUSIC, HORN ROCK BAND: Holy 
Ghost Tent Revival, a 6-piece horn-
driven rock band from Greensboro, 
NC. Also playing are the Hoots and 
Hellmouth, Town Hall. $8. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963-3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

FRI, APRIL 12
DANCE AND CHINESE LANGUAGE 

CLASSES: The Laurel Project is New 
York City’s premiere Chinese enrich-
ment program. $405/season. 3:45 
– 5:45pm. Spoke the Hub (748 Union 
St.; Near Sixth Avenue in Park Slope), 
www.laurelproject.com. 

CONCERT, “THE GATHERING”: Two 
performances by Fulbright Scholar-
in-Residence Vaneshran Arumugam 
and colleagues. Free. 7:30 pm. St. 
Francis College [180 Remsen St., 
between Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489-5200], 
https://www.sfc.edu. 

MUSIC, ELECTRONIC TRUMPET, 
SYNTHS: Don’t miss your chance to 
see Ben Neill, inventor of the mutan-
trumpet, a hybrid electro-acoustic 
instrument, and diNMachine, an 
electronic-experimental-rock band 
from New York at the Firehouse 
Space. $5/10. 8 pm. The Firehouse 
Space [246 Frost St., (917) 609-0884], 
thefi rehousespace.org. 

MUSIC, BAND WITH A BANJO: Don’t 
miss your chance to see Cabinet 
and Hot Dat At The Zoo! $10. 11:55 
pm. Knitting Factory [361 Metro-
politan Ave. at Havemeyer Street 
in Williamsburg, (347) 529-6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

SAT, APRIL 13
CRAFT FAIR: Independent artists and 

designers featuring handmade trea-
sures, stationery, textiles, artisanal 
food, jewelry and more. Free. 11 
am–6 pm. PS 9 (80 Underhill Ave. 
between St. Mark’s Avenue and 
Bergen Street in Prospect Heights), 
www.prospectheightscraftfair.com. 

FOOD, NEW CAFE OPENING: Teaffee 
is a family-run Tea and Coffee bar 
selling coffee beans, rare loose-leaf 
teas, and accessories. We also offer 
fantastic signature drinks along with 
Coffee & Tea-infused Ice Cream. 
None. Teaffee [517 Court St. in Car-
roll Gardens, (718) 522–4410], teaf-
fee.com. 

WORKSHOP, FREE MARTIAL ARTS 
AND CROSSFIT CLASSES: Free 
classes all day from 10 am to 4 pm. 
Free. 10 am. Class One Mixed Mar-
tial Arts and CrossFit [85 4th ave., 
(718) 230-3530], www.c1mma.com. 

WORKSHOP, EARTH DAY EXPO: Ha-
bana Outpost, New York’s fi rst solar 
powered restaurant, is hosting an 
Earth Day expo! Free. noon–5 pm. 
Habana Outpost [757 Fulton St. at 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 858-9500], www.ecoeatery.
com. 

“THE TALES OF ANANSI”: African 
inspired tale of Anansi the trickster. 
$7. 2 pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd., between Amers-
fort Place and Kenilworth Place in 
Midwood, (718) 951-4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

NATIONAL GRID EARTH DAY CEL-
EBRATION: Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn College 
(BCBC) commemorates Earth Day 
with its annual National Grid Earth 
Day Celebration, an interactive 

THURS, APRIL 18
READING, HAITIAN COASTAL WILD 

LIFE: Join HCX for a special book 
talk and signing for “Haiti from 
Below,” a book that captures the 
colorful underwater life along the 
northern coast of Haiti in over 100 
stunning photos. Free. 6–9 pm. Five 
Myles Gallery [558 St. Johns Place 
in Crown Heights, (347) 565-4429], 
haiticulturalx.org. 

READING, FUNNY PAGES: Brooklyn 
Reading Works presents “Funny 
Pages,” curated by Marian Fontana. 
Snacks and drinks provided. $5 Sug-
gested Donation. 8 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 3rd St. Between 
4th and 5th avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3195], www.theoldstone-
house.org. 

MUSIC, DANCEY POP: This concert is 
for fans of disco. Free. 10 pm. The 
Way Station [683 Washington Ave. 
between St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 627-4949], www.waystationbk.
com. 

FRI, APRIL 19
WRITE OUTSIDE THE LINES: Cathy 

Altman helps children and teens 
Sponsored by Old First Nursery 
School. Free. 5:30 pm. Barnes and 
Noble [267 Seventh Ave. at 6th 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 832–9066], 
barnesandnoble.com. 

MUSIC, ANNUAL BROOKLYN FOLK 
FESTIVAL: Down Home Radio Show 
Host Eli Smith and The Fabulous 
Jalopy Theatre are proud to an-
nounce the 5th Annual Brooklyn Folk 
Festival $15. 7 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, RABBI DARKSIDE: “Prospect 
Avenue” is the new solo album from 
emcee Rabbi Darkside, featuring 
stories of teaching, learning and 
evolving in new millennium Brook-
lyn. See the Rabbi drop the truth. 
$10. 8 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, APRIL 20
MUSIC, SONGS, CARTOONS, KA-

RAOKE: An hour-long program 
of animated videos presented by 
Cartune Xprez, a video label / road-
show / cartoon gang. With an open-
ing performance by experimental 
singer-songwriter Manett and a 
midi-karaoke party afterward. $7. 8 
pm. LaunchPad [721 Franklin Ave. 
in Crown Heights, (646) 494-7211], 
brooklynlaunchpad.org. 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
April 12

Japanese 
cult
A new monthly night 
of free screenings is 
presenting two Japa-
nese cult favorites. 
First, Kinji Fukasaku’s 
“Battle Royal” tells 
the bloody story of a 
government-enforced 
game where children 
fight to the death. 
Second, Shinya Tsuka-
moto’s “Tetsuo: The 
Iron Man,” is a beauti-
ful black and white 
film that portrays a 
stylized cyberpunk 
world where man, 
machine, and mon-
sters converge.

8 pm at Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–3468, www.vid-
eology.info]. Free

SATURDAY
April 13

Body art
What do your tattoos 
mean? Journalist and 
author of “Bodies of 
Subversion: A Secret 
History of Women and 
Tattoo” Margot Mifflin 
and founder of needle-
sandsins.com Marisa 
Kakoulas will present 
photos and hold a dis-
cussion on women’s 
tattooing. The talk will 
cover topics of sexual-
ity, fashion, fine arts, 
and feminism.

2 pm at Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000, 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. $12 suggested 
donation.

SUNDAY
April 14

Traveling 
musician
Violinist Jennifer Curtis 
is a featured artist this 
month for best new 
talents in classical 
music and she’s per-
fect for the South 
Slope music venue 
Barbes, known for its 
international vibe. Cur-
tis has traveled world, 
from Venezuela to 
New York City, garner-
ing an eclectic taste in 
music.

7 pm at Cafe Barbes [376 
Ninth St. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in 
Park Slope (347) 422–
0248, barbesbrooklyn.
com]. $10.

MONDAY
April 15

Brooklyn 
Dodgers
It’s a sports movie, a 
civil rights movie, 
and a movie about 
one of the borough’s 
most beloved 
heroes. “42,” the 
story of Jackie Rob-
inson’s rise to fame 
as the first African-
American player to 
break the color line 
in Major League 
Baseball is opening 
this weekend. Bound 
to be a glorifying 
film about an already 
revered figure in 
American history. 

9:10 pm at BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave., between St. Felix 
Street and Ashland Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, bam.org]. $13.

TUESDAY
April 16

Priceless
Rapper Sean Price has 
left no doubt in any-
one’s mind of his lyrical 
skills. Price is an old 
school artist who’s 
attracting more than a 
cult following in a rap 
game that’s domi-
nated by young per-
formers. His most 
recent album is called 
“Mic Tyson,” and he 
addresses the youthful 
competition in the 
lines “Young dummies 
can’t spar / No life, my 
flow tight, like your 
pants are.” 

8:30 at Glasslands (289 
Kent Ave. between S. 
First and S. Second 
streets, www.theglass-
lands.com). $3 with rsvp.
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WE HONOR OUR ESTEEMED GROUP OF 2013 
BROOKLYN WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Rachel Amar
Waste Management
Antonia Yuille-Williams
Con Edison
Nicole Robinson-
Etienne
NY Aquarium
Yelena Makhnin
Brighton Beach BID
Elena Solitario
Pilo Arts
Linda Camarda
Natural Balance
Dr. Millie Fell
Brighton Eye
Camille Loccisano
Frankie’s Mission

April Mosqus
Brooklyn Girl Film Festival

Pamela Williams Harris
Coney Isl. Generation Gap

Trisha Ocona Francis
realestateOCONA,LLC

Dr. Melony Samuels
Bed Stuy Against Hunger

Renee McClure
National Grid

Christine Blackburn
Corcoran

Kathleen Henderson
Carroll Park Playground

Ana Oliveira
Investors Bank

Rabbi Linda Henry 
Goodman
Union Temple
Eileen Muller
Brooklyn Public Library
Elisa Padilla
Barclays Center/Brooklyn Nets
Deborah Carter
St. Francis de Sales Church
Dr. Kara Pasner
NYC Technical College
Vicki Ellner
Senior Umbrella Network of 
Brooklyn (SUN-B)
Tatiana Terzuoli
Greenpoint YMCA
Denise Arbesu
Citibank

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, June 12 at

of 

Honoring 

women 

who have 

shaped the 

borough

Join us for

Brooklyn Women 
of Distinction

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S
5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Publication Date: 
Friday, April 26, 2013  

Deadline for congratulatory messages: 
Thursday, April 18, 2013

Keynote Speaker
Jeanine Ramirez
Brooklyn Reporter

Jeanine Ramirez joined NY1 News in October 1996 and covers Brooklyn’s schools, 
politics, religions and neighborhoods. She also is the lead reporter on many Latino issues. 

A native Brooklynite, Ramirez majored in communications both at Brooklyn Technical 
High School and Fordham University.

Sponsored by

Energy creation. 
Recycling programs. 
Closed-loop solutions.
Those are just a few of the innovations we’re delivering for 
customers and communities alike. We live in a world where 
things can no longer go to waste.

That’s why Waste Management is working to get the most 
from our existing resources. It’s good for business and the 
environment.

Down home in Brooklyn: Eli Smith, organizer of the Brooklyn 
Folk Festival, is preparing for a weekend of music, workshops, 
screenings, and banjo-throwing in Gowanus starting April 19.
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL (718) NETS-TIX 
OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Massimo Capoluongo, Fort Greene
“I love the Nets, they are my Brooklyn team!”
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BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Torst [615 Manhattan Ave. between Nassau and Driggs avenues in Green-
point, (718) 389–6034. www.torstnyc.com]. Open Sun.–Wed., noon–mid-
night; Thu.–Sat., noon–4 am.

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t was the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles reboot that was 
so laugh-out-loud terrible — 

even Michael Bay wouldn’t 
make a movie out of it.

A dramatic reading of the 
famously rejected script at 
a Union Hall show will re-
veal exactly how Hollywood 
planned on destroying the 
beloved story of heroes in 
a half shell.

“Michael Bay is still go-
ing to produce a Ninja Turtles 

movie, but this draft of the 
script was leaked online, 
and drew tremendous ire 
from fans who care about 
the franchise,” said host 
Rob Blatt. “I want to get 
it out there to show just 
how bad this movie was 
going to be.”

Though based on a Satur-
day morning cartoon about 
crime-fighting turtles, a 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles movie must stand on four 
fundamental plot points, each 
of which are absolutely es-
sential to the franchise.

First, everyone knows the 
Ninja Turtles are teenagers. 
Second, they’re mutants — 
probably through contact 
with green ooze. Third, they 
are trained by a giant bipedal 
rat in the art of ninjutsu, and 
finally, and most importantly, 

they are turtles.
But the famously 

shirked script omits two 
of these four essentials, 
turning the beloved tur-
tle mutants into neither 
reptiles nor freaks of na-
ture — but aliens.

You know, the other 
kind of little green men.

“The fun part of this is that 
they don’t know they’re aliens 
until late in the movie,” Blatt 
said. “Like the rest of us they 
assume they’re mutants and 
the back story starts the same 
way, but it turns out they’re 
aliens and Splinter has been 
hiding this from them their 
entire lives.”

Why Master Splinter, 
why! 

But the travesty doesn’t 
end there.

“It’s also full of bad, pop-
culture jokes,” said Blatt. 
“There’s even a ‘Kung Fu 
Panda’ joke, but most of the 
humor in the script comes from 
just how bad it is. It’s 125-pages 
of laugh out loud terribleness. 
This script ruins pretty much 
everything you enjoyed about 
the Ninja Turtles.”

The script’s lowest point is 
when the hockey-masked vig-
ilante Casey Jones rips apart 
a colorful tapestry into strips 

of blue, green, red, and or-
ange to assign the turtles 
their trade-
mark colors 
— just so he 
can tell them 
apart.

“I read 
that, and I 
was like, I 
guess noth-
ing matters any-
more,” said a clearly 
shaken Blatt.

Blatt hopes that the 
audience will find the read-
ing enjoyable, the same way 
TV audiences have adored 
productions like, “Mystery 
Science Theater 3000,” and 
its particular brand of ridi-
cule-based humor. 

Beyond entertainment, 
however, Blatt says there’s 
a meaningful message to 
the show.

“Greed knows no bounds,” 
he said. “With Battleship and 
Transformers, they all follow 
the same pattern of buying 
a franchise and ruining it. 
There was a joke that after 
battleship there’s going to 
be a Hungry Hungry Hip-
pos movie where they’re 
aliens, and it just turns out 
that the next step was ruin-
ing the Ninja Turtles.”

Rejects in a half shell
A reading of a Ninja Turtle script is so bad, it’s good

Ninja terrible: Rob Blatt will narrate “Michael Bay’s Ninja Turtles,” a laugh-out-
loud reboot of the Ninja Turtles franchise, at Union Hall later this month.
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Michael Bay’s Ninja Turtles at 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400, www.unionhallny.com]. April 
22, 8 pm, $6.

R E A D I N G

By Will Levitt
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
he Brooklyn food mantra 
is local, but the latest and 
greatest in Williamsburg 

shows another angle on the cu-
linary culture of the borough: 
imports.

Hailing from San Francisco, 
brothers Leo and Oliver Kremer 
felt the lack of Bay Area-style ta-
querias in New York and set out to 
fill the void with Dos Toros. 

Their latest location is a small 
storefront on Bedford Ave, in 
Williamsbug, offering a small 
but well thought out selection of 
Mexican classics, not the least of 
which is a carne asada quesadilla 
($7.12) that will change the way 
you think of the quesadilla. 

Instead of dry and dripping 
with a cheap cheese filling, this 
quesadilla focuses on the qual-
ity and flavor of each ingredi-
ent, served with pleasing pre-
sentation. 

The best part of it all is a 
flour tortilla from Tortilleria 
Nixtamal in Queens, griddled 
in corn oil. Slightly charred, the 
smoky aroma of the tortilla lets 
you know that this is not just 
any other tortilla even before 
you take your first bite. When 

you do, you’ll taste tender, juicy 
steak and a lively combination 
of Moterey Jack cheese, salsa, 
sour cream, hot sauce, and gua-
camole (the guacamole is op-
tional, but at $0.92, it’s a steal). 
Each component speaks for it-
self, all fresh and well seasoned, 
and each supersedes expecta-
tions for a taco joint. 

Everything at Dos Toros fits 
nicely into the Brooklyn food 
ethos: many products are locally 
sourced, there are reclaimed 
wood countertops, biodegrad-
able utensils, and it offers a good 
price point for real value. But 
when it comes to Mexican food 
with a San Franciscan accent, the 
quesadilla at Dos Toros proves 
the Bay Area has much to offer 
to the Brooklyn scene.

Toros, toros, toros
It’s Mexican done the Bay Area way

San Fran import:  Assistant manager Jon-
athan Ontiberos at the new Dos Toros in 
Williamsburg serves up the Bay Area Mexi-
can food West Coasters crave, such as this 
carne asada quesadilla.
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Dos Toros [189 Bedford 
Ave. between N. Sixth and 
N. Seventh streets, (212) 
677–7300, www.dostoros.
com]. 

D I N I N G
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When it comes to gynecologic can-
cer—malignancies of the ovaries, 
uterus, cervix, or vulva— options 

for treatment are improving. There are new 
medicines and new therapies available and 
new approaches to surgical procedures 
as well. However, step one in the battle 
against cancer is finding the right special-
ist to help you confront the disease.

Gynecologic oncologists are the doc-
tors who focus on cancers of the female 
reproductive system. In the case of ovar-
ian cancer—the most dangerous gy-
necologic cancer and the second-most 
common—working with a gynecologic 
oncologist can have a very beneficial 
impact on a patient’s prognosis, with the 
difference often measured in years. 

Yet, a new study from the University 
of California, Irvine Medical Center has 
shown that, nationwide, far too few 
women with ovarian cancer are treated 
by a gynecologic oncologist.  Despite 
major advances in gynecologic oncology 
in the past decade, almost two-thirds of 
patients fail to receive adequate care and 
many miss out on treatments that might 
add years to their lives, 

The new study recognizes that the 
optimal treatment for ovarian cancer 
is surgery performed by a gynecologic 
oncologist, with chemotherapy and ra-
diation sometimes utilized help keep the 
disease in check. The type and extent of a 

surgical procedure depends primarily on 
how far the cancer has spread. Utilizing 
traditional, minimally invasive, or even 
sophisticated robotic surgery, a gyneco-
logic oncologist removes the diseased 
organ or organs. In the case of more 
advanced malignancies, a debulking pro-
cedure may be performed to remove as 
much of the tumor as possible. Depend-
ing on the individual case, debulking can 
be a very extensive surgery, requiring the 
careful resection (removal of a part) of 
nearby organs that have been affected by 
the disease.

There are several reasons why some 
women forgo a gynecologic oncologist 
for treatment of ovarian cancer. Some-
times, it is because they are not aware 
that the specialty exists, but often it has 
to do with accessibility; at least one state 
in the U.S. has no practicing gynecologic 
oncologists at all. 

However, there are still roughly 1,000 
gynecologic oncologists in this country, in-
cluding almost 60 gynecologic oncologists 
in New York City alone. Lives should not be 
cut short because patients have not found 
their way to the right specialist. Whether 
she lives in California, Kansas or Car-
roll Gardens—if a woman is confronting 
ovarian cancer, a gynecologic oncologist 
should be managing her care. She should 
have the best chance of success in her fight 
to lead the long, happy life she deserves.

By Katherine Economos, M.D., Director of Gynecologic Oncology
New York Methodist Hospital

there is neighborhood sup-
port for such a move, which 
might be the hardest part of 
her new job.

“I’d like to improve our 
communications,” said 
Bowie, who joined the or-
ganization’s board in 2004.

“I’d like to see our mem-
bership increase.”

To that end, Bowie is de-
centralizing the association’s 
communication efforts, fo-
cusing on social media like 
Facebook and Twitter to “get 
the short word out an what 
we’re doing.”

She used those tools to 
organize community meet-
ups at hangouts like Vine-
apple Cafe.

No one showed up to the 
first meeting at the end of 
March, but she is hoping that 
changes.

“I know some people think 
we’re about the buildings, but 
Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion is about the people,” 
she said.

“We try to look at what 
the city is doing and nudge 
or push them toward what is 
better,” she added.

The Bloomington, Ind., 
native has lived in Brook-
lyn since 1986 and Brook-
lyn Heights since 1988.

She got involved with the 
Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion until 15 years ago when 
she became annoyed by a 
Home Depot shopping cart 
chained nearby her home. Af-
ter calling police, the fire de-
partment, and sanitation — 
these were the days before 
311 — Bowie finally phoned 
Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion executive director ex-
traordinaire Judy Stanton.

Stanton didn’t remove the 
cart (it disappeared a while 
later), but her dry sense of 
humor and verve made an 
impression on Bowie.

“She’s such an asset,” 
Bowie said about Stanton. 
“She knows everyone and 
everything.”

of his campaign blasting Lo-
pez (D–Williamsburg), even 
though the influential pol, 
who lost his gig as borough 
Democratic party boss along 
with all of the perks of Al-
bany seniority after his cap-
itol peers punished him for 
sexually harassing staffers, 
has not yet announced his 
candidacy or filed paper-
work for a run.

“Vito has been stripped 
of all his power in the state 
and he has nothing to do,” 
said Reynoso, who is vying 
for the seat his mentor — 
longtime Lopez critic Diana 
Reyna (D–Williamsburg) — 
will vacate at the end of the 
year due to term limits. “He 
has embarrassed himself and 

this is his last-ditch effort to 
salvage something.”

Rumors of a Lopez run in 
the 34th district, spanning 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
and a section of Ridgewood, 
Queens, reached terminal ve-
locity this week when some-
one filed a campaign disclo-
sure account with the state 
under the name Vito Lopez 
for City Council.

That was enough to turn 
a press conference announc-
ing Reynoso’s endorsement 
by the National Organization 
for Women on the steps of 
Brooklyn Borough hall into 
an all-out attack on Lopez.

“His egregious behavior 
makes it clear that he is not 
fit to hold office,” said Sonia 
Ossorio, president of NOW’s 

has killed one woman and 
hospitalized another in the 
past month.

“We are not only tired of 
dodging reckless drivers — we 
are angry that our quality of 
life is impacted by the bad be-
havior of others,” said Barbara 
Cassidy, one of the speakers at 
the demonstration. “Reckless 
driving is a crime and it must 
be treated as such.”

But Golden’s office ar-
gued that speed cameras can’t 
be trusted. Aide Ray Riley 
pointed to a recent incident 
in Baltimore, Md. where  one 
of the devices fined a sta-
tionary vehicle , and a case in 
Ohio where a judge banned 
them in a small town after 
they  issued thousands of friv-
olous tickets   — though he 
said he knew of no scientific 
study of the cameras’ accu-
racy. Golden said he wouldn’t 
even think about supporting 
the devices in New York City 
unless he saw conclusive ev-
idence of their effectiveness 
and precision.

“If we can prove that the 
technology is sound, and doc-
ument unequivocally that it 
will reduce speeding and fa-
talities, that would provide 
reason to consider the possi-
bility of speed camera legis-
lation,” said Golden. 

But the pol said he agreed 
traffic safety is a problem, 
and repeated his call for the 
city to hire more cops to com-
bat traffic violations. He also 
promised to propose a new 
law that would reduce the 
speed limit to 20 miles an 
hour and install new traffic 
lights, speed bumps, and stop 
signs near New York City 

schools.
Cassidy rejected Gold-

en’s argument for more po-
lice, saying that new cops cost 
too much money and don’t 
stop speeders.

“We would welcome law 
enforcement to curb speed-
ing. It doesn’t exist now,” 
Cassidy said. “But where 
does he plan to get money 
for more officers?”

Golden is a former police 
officer, and has long received 
endorsements and campaign 
contributions from the Patrol-
men’s Benevolent Associa-
tion — the union representing 
uniformed officers — which 
has come out against speed 
cameras.

But the pilot program 
Golden has opposed in the 
State Senate would only bring 
cameras to a handful of areas 
near schools. None of the re-
cent accidents in Bay Ridge 
occurred in school zones, and 
police said there was no evi-
dence of speeding in the col-
lision that killed a woman 
crossing mid-block near the 
corner of 86th Street and 
Fourth Avenue on April 2. 

“It looks like it was just 
an accident,” the spokes-
woman said.

Bay Ridge Advocates 
for Keeping Everybody 
Safe also supports  another 
controversial anti-speeding 
plan  — the city’s “re-envi-
sioning” of Fourth Avenue, 
which would pare the thor-
oughfare down to one lane in 
each direction between 84th 
Street and Ovington Avenue, 
and raise a concrete pedes-
trian island on the south side 
of the 86th Street and Fourth 
Avenue intersection.

Continued from page 1
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s the best thing since 
sliced bread!

Brooklyn Slate Company 
will celebrate the opening of 
its first storefront on Saturday 
by handing out free grilled 
cheese sandwiches to all vis-
itors.

Sean Tice and Kristy Ha-
deka decided to move their 
four-year-old company, which 
manufacturers natural slate 
boards for coasters and cheese 
and charcuterie presentation, 
out of its warehouse and into 
the new Red Hook showroom 
so customers will have a rock-
solid place to check out their 
slabs.

IN PRINT
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Brownstone Brooklyn. Each print edition delivers 
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BrooklynPaper.com. The award-winning site 
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By Kate Briquelet

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”
“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11
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By Natalie O’Neill

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zorn
Grand Army Plaza’s food 

truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron Short
Southern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron Short

New York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex Rush
Most bikinis only charge 

the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru Coryne
The walls are closing in on 

Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 
whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ng
A beloved stuffed animal lost by 

a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’Neill
The whole country may 

have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeod
Verizon broke the law — and 

the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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New York City chapter.
Lopez did not respond to re-

quests for comment, but insid-
ers say running for the seat is a 
win-win for the assemblyman. 
If he loses, he still gets to keep 
the post he has held in Albany 
for 27 years. If he emerges 
victorious, he will swap his 
state paycheck of $79,500 — 
now docked of all of the perks 
of seniority due to the ethics 
scandal — for a council sal-
ary of $112,500, while nix-
ing all of those lengthy trips 
to Albany as he  deals with 
health woes .

Reynoso, 29, started his 
career in politics while he 
was in college at Le Moyne, 
where he founded the black 
political group Brothers On 
A New Direction. When he 
returned to Williamsburg af-
ter school, he became Rey-
na’s chief of staff.

In the past couple of 

months, Reynoso has racked 
up big endorsements from 
Council speaker and may-
oral hopeful Christine Quinn, 
Public Advocate and may-
oral candidate Bill de Bla-
sio, NOW, the Hotel and Mo-
tel Trades Council, and the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers — but those public dis-
plays of approval only matter 
so much in a district where 
Lopez remains beloved, ac-
cording to borough politico 
Hank Sheinkopf.

“Endorsements are won-
derful, but voters win races,” 

said Sheinkopf, who added 
that many residents of low-
income housing units built 
with the help of Lopez and 
his affiliated non-profits will 
stay loyal to the assembly-
man. “Many people who are 
accused of corruption have 
gone on to have long careers 
in politics.” 

Other hopefuls in the 
race to replace Reyna in-
clude housing activist and 
Lopez ally Maritza Davila, 
who lost her race for the seat 
four years ago, and teacher 
Tommy Torres.

Free grilled cheese
“In the past chefs and other 

customers would stop by the 
warehouse, and we realized 
we needed a more welcom-
ing place for visitors to stop 
by,” said Tice of Greenpoint, 
who added that the new shop 
will host events and classes 
that involve food plating and 
cheese pairing. 

Tice said he hopes to give 
away as much grilled cheese 
as he can at the opening of 
the shop, which comes in the 
midst of National Grilled 
Cheese Month and one day 
after National Grilled Cheese 
Day. 

“Cheese, or at least serv-
ing cheese, is central to what 
we create as a company, so 
we thought grilled cheeses 
would be a great fit,” said 
Tice, who added that all 
gooey sandwiches will be 
made with bread from Ro-
berta’s in Bushwick and do-
mestic cheddar. 

Hungry passersby will 
have their choice of a clas-
sic grilled cheese or one with 
pickles from Rick’s Picks. A 
cheesy sandwich with home-
made onion jam will also be 
up for the taking.

“We just tasted all the 
options,” said Tice, whose 
company sources its stone 
from Hadeck’s family’s third-
generation quarry upstate. 
“They’re spot on.” 

Free grilled cheeses for 
Brooklyn Slate Company’s 
grand opening [305 Van 
Brunt St. between King and 
Pioneer streets in Red Hook, 
www.brooklynslate.com]. 
April 13, 12 pm to 4 pm. 

Kristy Hadeka and Sean Tice, founders of Brooklyn 
Slate Company, will be dishing out complimentary 
grilled cheeses on April 13.
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(Left) Four-year-old Charlie Sockey showed off his 
brand-new mitt before the annual Prospect Park 
Baseball Association Opening Day Parade on 
Saturday. (Above) Baseball fans Tristan Davis and 
Christopher Joseph, both 5-years-old, marched 
through the streets of Park Slope.

Play ball!

More Di Fara’s 
Full menu returns after a decade
By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

Di Fara’s much-missed full menu will 
return after a decade-long hiatus.

Di Fara’s Pizza announced it will 
expand the delicious Italian enterprise 
by opening a takeout joint just a few 
doors down from the longtime Ave-
nue J pizza Mecca, which will restore 
long-lost menu items that were cut to 
make room for the hordes of hungry 
pizza fans who made the lines at Di 
Fara’s as legendary as the pies.

The takeout joint at 1012 E. 15th St. 
will debut in the next few weeks with all 
the original menu items — except Italian 
ices, which will be included along with 
some fresh additions after the new spot 
has a chance to get on its feet.

“My siblings and I do a lot of 
cooking at home, so we’ve devel-
oped some new meals that will be 
added in the future,” said Margaret 
DeMarco, daughter of legendary piz-
zario and Di Fara’s owner Dom De-
Marco. “It’ll probably begin with just 
our old Italian menu.”

Margaret DeMarco and her 
brother Harry will soon open the 
MD Kitchen on E. 15th Street.
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480-500 VAN BRUNT STREET
RED HOOK, BROOKLYN, NY

718.694.6868

8AM–10PM DAILY
FairwayMarket.com

Prices Effective
Apr 12—Apr 18, 2013

THE HUMBLE,
MAGNIFICENT OLIVE
The Fairway Market olive bar is a grand tour of great olives from the far reaches of the world. We dress our olives in their most authentic, 
delicious way with the traditional, region-specific recipe of olive oil, herbs, and spices. Olives lend flavor and personality to everything they 
touch. Serve as an appetizer with cocktails; toss in salads, quinoa, and couscous; roast chicken or fish with olives for an incredible taste of 
the Mediterranean.

Red Seedless
GrapesGrapes

5$5FOR

Sclafani
Canned Tomatoes
28 oz

$149
LB

Kind
Bars 
All Varieties, 
1.4-1.6 oz 4$5FOR

Ocean Spray
100% 
Cranberry 
Juice 64 fl oz $188

Over 50% SAVINGS!

$599
LB

USDA Prime 
Boneless
Sirloin Steaks

Over 35% SAVINGS!

Fresh
Strawberries
16 oz, Clamshell

3$5FOR

$399
LB

Tilapia
Fillet
Product of China,
Previously Frozen

$699
LB

Fairway
To Heaven Blend

$499
LB

New York
Cheddar
Yellow or WhiteY

Fairway 
Granoland

$399
LB

Seventh Generation
Liquid or Sheet 
Fabric Softener
80 ct or 32 oz
Mix and Match

Se
Liq
Fa
80
Mix

3$10FOR

Earth Friendly
Liquid Laundry 
Detergent
100 fl oz

2$15FOR

California Roll
White/Brown Rice

$399
EA

Find me in the 
Sushi Station!

2$5FOR

Brianna's
Salad Dressing 
12 fl oz


