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By Natalie Musumeci
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First they came for the plastic bags. 
Now they are coming for the other 
plastic bags.

A proposal to banish plastic produce 
bags — the kind used by patrons to 
store cucumbers and apples while they 
shop — from the Park Slope Food Co-
op is tearing the famously progressive, 
shopper-run grocery store apart. 

Co-op bean counters are at odds 
with the store’s environmental com-
mittee (yes, it has one), which is lob-

bying to stop freely offering the more 
than 7,000 plastic roll bags the store’s 
customers use a day, and which end 
up in landfills.

“This proposal is a good step to-
ward lightening our plastic footprint,” 
said Jenna Spevack, an environmen-
tal committee member who added that 
patrons would be free to bring their 
own plastic produce bags and reuse 
them. “The goal is to encourage re-
use, and many members have started 
to carry a few bags in their purse or 
backpack.”

But other members say nixing the 
widely used plastic bags for a pricier 
non-plastic alternative will cost mem-
bers more money, make it harder for 
customers to shop, and could present 
a hygienic issue for those who choose 
to protect their food with the plastic 
bags for sanitary reasons, according 
to  a thorough argument against the 
proposal post on the grocery store’s 
website .

The co-op  successfully banned 
plastic shopping bags from the store 
in 2008 , but the managers say that 

stripping the store of the plastic roll 
bags used to carry items like organic 
bunched kale and bulk grains would 
be detrimental for business and may 
even push some members to quit the 
40-year-old co-op. 

“Operationally it will be disrup-
tive and I think it would upset peo-
ple,” said Anne Herpel, a manager at 
the store. “It would have greater un-
intended consequences.” 

She claimed that removing the plas-
tic roll bags will likely change shop-

WAR ON PLASTIC
Now, Food Co-op contingent wants produce bags banned

Margaret Acco and her daughter Kali would rather not see the Park 
Slope Food Co-op stop providing the plastic roll bags commonly 
used for bagging produce.
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

A massive U-shaped medical 
building that New York Method-
ist Hospital wants to construct in 
Park Slope will be a blot on the 
face of the historic neighborhood, 
claimed dozens of fretful Slopers 
at a meeting announcing the hos-
pital’s plan last Thursday.

Residents packed into a meet-
ing at the Sixth Street medical 
center where hospital officials, 
joined by architects and develop-
ment consultants, filled the pub-

lic in on specifics of the plan, 
which calls for the demolition of 
16 buildings —  including some 
19th-century brownstones  —in 
the heart of the Park Slope.

The hospital plans to tear down 
a slew of old buildings that it owns 
on Fifth Street, Eighth Avenue, 
and Sixth Street and replace them 
with a “much-needed” outpatient 
facility that is proposed to be up 
to eight stories high on a portion 
of Sixth Street.

But neighbors said that the gi-
ant structure will dramatically 

Slopers blast 
hospital plan

New York Methodist Hospital hopes to obtain a variance 
from the city’s Board of Standards and Appeals so that it 
can build the proposed outpatient facility (in red).
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change the makeup of the area by 
bringing traffic, idling cars and 
trucks, and construction noise,  
with some suggesting that the 

hospital scrap its plans.
“People do not move to Park 

Slope for Methodist Hospital 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Have a blast at Havemeyer 
Park!

The temporary park atop a for-
mer parking lot on Kent Avenue 
between S. Third and S Fourth 
streets opened yesterday to dirt 
bicyclists who slalomed the hills 
on the new track, and members of 
the North Brooklyn Farm, who’ll 
use the greenspace to grow crops 
while others play nearby.

The grand opening was part 
of a plan by Two Trees Manage-
ment — the development firm 
which owns the lot and will even-
tually make it part of its  Dom-
ino Sugar Factory development  
— to give the public access to 
the space that would otherwise 
have sat vacant during the build-
out, a move that gave the caval-
cade of politicians and activists 
on hand a reason to cheer.

“Sites like these that are not 
ready for development tend to just 
sit vacant when they can instead 

Bikes & more 
at Domino site

Al Cayne tested out the new pump track at Brooklyn 
Bike Park when it opened on July 11. It was created by 
the Ride Brooklyn bike shop.
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Sweet 
space

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

A Park Slope panel has 
changed course and approved 
the city’s controversial plan to 
radically redesign a dangerous 
stretch of Fourth Avenue  after 
it shot down a slightly different 

proposal last month . 
Last Wednesday night, Com-

munity Board 6 voted 21 to 3 in 
favor of a traffic-slowing plan that 
reduces car lanes in both direc-
tions from three to two to make 
room for wider parking spaces 
and fatter pedestrian islands. 
The approved plan addresses a 

1.4-mile stretch where 53 peo-
ple were killed or severely in-
jured between 2007 and 2011, ac-
cording to the city. The plan will 
also ban some left turns along the 
28-block stretch from 15th Street 
to Atlantic Avenue. 

The board finally approved 

4th Ave plan gets OK
Six left turns banned, longer two-lane stretch

Community Board 6 voted 
to approve a controversial 
city plan on Fourth Avenue.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A gang of marauding teen-
agers is terrorizing McGol-
rick Park in Greenpoint, break-
ing park benches, 
setting fire to the 
maintenance build-
ing — and threat-
ening local puppies 
with death, neigh-
bors say. 

Residents claim 
gangs of teens have 
caused trouble in 
the park, located between Rus-
sell and Monitor streets and 
Driggs and Nassau avenues, 
for years, but that the youths 

launched a particularly vicious 
campaign last week, brazenly 
vandalizing the park in broad 
daylight and setting fire to the 
maintenance building last Tues-

day night — and 
holding a knife to 
the neck of one park-
goers’ pooch.

“I saw this one 
kid throwing paint 
on the ground and 
spreading it around 
with a stick in the 
middle of the day,” 

said Ben Moss, who lives across 
the street from the park. “The 
Parks Department was still 
there, but they were power-

Vandals wrecking McGolrick Park
Residents: Teens setting fi res, tagging, threatening people and dogs

less to stop this kid.”
Moss added that the he no 

longer wants to go into the park 
because he fears the teens.

“One time, I was walking 
through the park and they threw 
a ball at me,” he said. “I’m scared 
to confront them. They are such 
a big group of strong kids who 
seem aggressive.”

The Fire Department quickly 
squelched the fire that was set at 
9:36 pm on Tuesday night, but 
the flames knocked out power 
to the entire park, and it still 
has not been restored.

“We are having a concert 
there tonight, so now I have 

Park volunteer Larry Smith points out some of the 
damage caused by the arson fire that someone set in 
the McGolrick Park maintenance building.
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Meadows of 

SHAMEChop chop
Native Frenchwoman Alice Delbos went to the guillotine even 
with her cocktail in hand at the annual Bastille Day celebration on 
Smith Street on July 14.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Local deserves 
a makeover, but the MTA says 
it doesn’t have the money to 
do it.

On Monday morning, the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority released a re-
port that includes a battery of 
changes it plans to make to ap-
pease long-suffering G-train rid-
ers, but most won’t take effect 
until the cash-strapped agency 
finds the dollars needed to get 
the job done.

The most important improve-
ment —  a 25-percent increase in 
service between 3 pm and 9 pm 

that would help alleviate over-
crowded trains — would require 
an additional $700,000, fund-
ing state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D–Brooklyn Heights) says he’ll 
help the agency obtain.

In the meantime, the MTA says 
it will help riders out a little bit 
with these improvements that will 
come within the next year:

• Create a more streamlined 
timetable that will better interact 
with the F line schedule, allow-
ing G trains to be better spaced 
at all 20 stations. 

• Pick a standardized place 
on the platform where the four-
car train will stop every time, 
so riders don’t have to guess 

, THANKS
MTA promises some advances, 
but big ones will have to wait

G

Sen. Daniel Squadron stands with Rider’s Alliance mem-
bers who helped fight for changes on the G train.
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where to wait. 
• Rearrange benches and trash 

cans on the platforms so that they 
are in the area where trains will 
stop. 

• Add public announcement sys-
tems to the 12 G-train stations that 
currently do not have them. 

• Make changes to the way rid-
ers are ushered into the trains at 
the ends of the line at Church Av-
enue in Kensington and Court 
Square in Queens. 

• Add additional signage to point 
riders in the right directions.

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

The state’s ban on ambulances 
dropping off patients at Long Is-
land College Hospital’s Cobble 
Hill emergency room could lead 
to the unnecessary death of resi-
dents who now have to be rushed 
extra miles for urgent care, hos-
pital advocates claim. 

Right now, walk-ins at the med-
ical institution’s still-open emer-
gency room receive care almost 
immediately — but those that have 
to be shipped miles away to other 
hospitals’ quick-care facilities 
are spending precious minutes 
in transit instead of getting the 
help they need just a stone’s throw 
away, and that has some neigh-
bors worried for their lives.

Ambulance ban fears
LICH advocates say lives are now in danger

“Everyone here is in danger,” 
said Josephine Musarella, who 
lives four blocks away from the 
Cobble Hill hospital.

Musarella’s family recently 
called an ambulance after she 
choked on a piece of water-
melon, worried that Musarella, 
a diabetic, was having a seizure. 
The drivers who picked her up 
had to drive 20 minutes away to 
get her to New York Methodist 
Hospital, now the nearest that 
would admit her.

“If I was having a heart attack, 
it would have taken three min-
utes for me to die,” said Musare-
lla, who is 58. 

Musarella didn’t have to wait 
long to be seen at Methodist. But 

Long Island College Hospi-
tal’s Emergency Room no 
longer accepts ambulances.
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CATS 
For 

MAYOR
A New Yorker for all New Yorkers

cats2013.com
Paid for by Catsimatidis 2013

See PLASTIC  on page 6

See DOMINO  on page 12

See METHODIST  on page 

See FOURTH  on page 11

See PARK  on page 12

See LICH  on page 6See G TRAIN  on page 12
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Auto Loans

Credit Cards

Mortgages
Personal Loans

Convenient ATMs

Home sweet home just got  
a little sweeter.

Loan specialists to guide you through the  
loan process

 First time homebuyers education program 

Refinancing and Home Equity Loans  
available

3 0  Y E A R
 F I X E D  R AT E

4.000%

4.186%
Rate*

APR*

Call 212-238-3521 or visit nymcu.org to apply today.

Federally insured by NCUA

*  360 monthly payments of $4.77 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual Percentage Rate) and 
monthly payment term apply when you are financing up to 80% of the purchase price with 2 points. 
If you are financing more than 80%, the APR and monthly payment term will be higher due to PMI 
(Private Mortgage Insurance). Rates in effect as of 07/11/2013. Rates and terms may change 
without notice. MCU finances 1-4 family homes, Condos and Co-Ops located in New York. Loans 
and interest rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required. 

For more  
information, 
scan  
the code.

We are pleased to welcome David B. Samadi, MD
to Lenox Hill Hospital as Chair of  the Department of  Urology 
and Chief  of  Robotic Surgery.

Recognized internationally as a pioneer in robotic surgery for prostate cancer, Dr. Samadi 

brings an innovative approach to the treatment of prostate cancer, prostate health and 

men’s health at North Shore-LIJ Health System’s Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.  

As part of the health system, Dr. Samadi and his patients have access to our 

award-winning resources and facilities. 

Dr. Samadi is a Professor of Urology at Hofstra North Shore-LIJ School of Medicine, 

where we are advancing medical education for the next generation.

For an appointment, call (212) 365-5000.

485 Madison Avenue, 21st Floor, New York, New York 10022

Learn more about Dr. Samadi and 
Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.

Visit lenoxhillhospital.org/roboticoncology.

W
riting has always come easy 
to me.

I wrote my first story in 
the first grade, when my teacher as-
signed me to write about the day. 
Even then, with almost no concept 
of sentence structure and no train-
ing to speak of, he praised it. 

I have continued to write and have 
become more skilled at doing so. Pro-
fessionally, I have chosen to write 
about sports, and I have received some 
awards for the writing I’ve done.

There have been only a few times 
when I was told my writing didn’t work. 
I didn’t believe I had ever failed.

The Cyclones players and I share 
quite a bit in this department. All 
of them virtually walked on water 
for most of their playing time. They 
could do anything on the baseball di-
amond and they garnered attention 
and awards everywhere they looked. 
Baseball came easy to them.

Patrick “To infinity and” Biondi and 
Jared King grew up with the prover-
bial bat and mitt already in their hands. 
They went on to play baseball for Di-
vision-I schools, Biondi for Michigan 
and King for Kansas State. 

Biondi played four years for the Wol-
verines, scoring 189 runs and steal-
ing 103 bases. Last season, he scored 

40 runs on 63 touched bases, mean-
ing if he got on base, he would score 
a run 63.5 percent of the time. 

King also thrived in Manhat-
tan (Kansas), home of the Wild-
cats. Through his two years there, 
he had an overall average of .343, 
and he led the Big 12 with a .378 
during his senior year.

But for the players and myself 
alike, the journey into the profes-
sional world was tougher than ex-
pected. It is natural to think that with 
a higher standing to live up to, my 
writing would be judged tougher than 
it ever had before. But for someone 
who always had ease with it, it was 
a shock to adapt to this level.

I wrote the first story out here 
the same way I had back home, and 
I thought it was good. When I read 
the edited version, however, I hardly 
recognized it, as almost everything 
was rewritten. I felt I had failed. I 
continued to write more stories, and 

Phenoms get better 
with time & practice

I continued to see heavily edited 
versions online. 

Both Biondi and King were taken 
by the Mets in the first 10 rounds of 
this year’s draft. But like my writing, 
both King and Biondi have experi-
enced growing pains with the com-
petition. Even Cyclones’ skipper 
Rich Donnelly recognized it.

“This is all new for them, every-
thing’s going fast,” he said. “As the 
season progresses, you hope they 
get into the routine of a pro base-
ball player.”

Biondi is batting .219, much lower 
than his senior season average of .309. 
King, through 24 games, has seen 
his near .400 average plummet to 
.259. He has also struck out 21 times, 
just one less than the total number 
through 59 games in college. 

All of us have had our moments 
of glory, however. I continue to see 
more of my original writing in the 
finished product.

Biondi is tied for the league lead 
with stolen bases, and has scored 
more runs in the last two weeks than 
he totaled in his previous three. King 
has also steadily improved, having 
been placed in the cleanup spot in the 
batting order thanks to leading the 
team with eight double runs.

For each of us, it no longer mat-
ters how far we’ve come, from first 
grade or little league. What matters 
is where we go from here. 

Scott Hansen, an intern from 
Brigham Young University, will be 
comparing his life to those of the 
Cyclones all season long.

Fast 
Furious
By Scott Hansen

By Scott Hansen
for The Brooklyn Paper

Auburn 7
Cyclones 0
July 11 at Auburn

Doubledays pitchers 
picked up right where they 
left off in last Wednesday’s 
suspended game, as they 
shutout the Cyclones 7–0.

Cyclones’ second baseman 
L.J. “Mini-Maz” Mazzilli re-
corded Brooklyn’s first hit in 
the seventh, followed by a sin-
gle by catcher Tomas Nido, 
but Auburn shut the door on 
any comeback hopes with a 
groundout play. 

Cyclones 4
Auburn 3
July 11 at Auburn

Brooklyn’s Boys of Sum-
mer scored the first four runs 
of the game and held off a fu-
rious comeback attempt to get 
the doubleheader split in the 
shortened second game.

First baseman Matt “Bright 
Eyes” Oberste singled at the 
top of the order in the second 
inning, later scoring on an RBI 
single by catcher Eddie Rohan. 

Oberste would also hit an RBI 
single and score another run 
in the third to put the Clones 
up by three early.

After the Cyclones gave 
up three runs, pitcher Dawrin 
Frias entered in the sixth to 
retire six-straight batters to 
get the save.

Auburn 4
Cyclones 3
July 12 at Auburn

The Clones took the 3–2 
lead off two runs in the fourth 
inning. The first came when 
Oberste reached second on 
an Auburn throwing error, 
followed by a James “Papa” 
Roche single. Bright Eyes 
went to third, and then made it 
home on a wild pitch. Catcher 
Tomas Nido then hit an RBI 
single to allow Roche to score 
the go-ahead run.

But the Doubleday’s 
Wilmer Difo hit a sacrifice 
fly scoring Cody Dent to 

A rocky road 
trip for Clones

break a tie in the bottom of 
the ninth for the 4–3 win.

Cyclones 2
Connecticut 1
July 13 at Connecticut

The Cyclones started off 
with a bang when leadoff 
man Patrick “To Infinity 
and” Biondi tripled to right, 
and shortstop Juan Gamboa 
grounded out, allowing Bi-
ondi to come home on just the 
second at-bat of the game.

An RBI double by Anthony 
Chavez in the ninth drove in 
Roche to break the tie and John 
Mincone held Connecticut at 
bay for the 2–1 win.

Connecticut 6
Cyclones 4
July 14 at Connecticut

The Cyclones scored the 
first four runs of the game, but 
watched as the Tigers scored 
six in a row to steal the second 

game of a three game-set from 
Brooklyn on Sunday.

The Clones scored two 
runs each in the second and 
sixth innings. But the bottom 
of the sixth became a night-
mare when three Cyclones’ 
pitchers faced 10 batters and 
allowed four runs.

Cyclones 5
Connecticut 4
July 15 at Connecticut

Oberste’s 12th-inning, 
bases-loaded blast knocked 
in Juan Gamboa to catapult 
the Clones to 5–4 win over 
the Tigers on Tuesday.

In the fourth, Brooklyn 
loaded the bases on singles 
by Gamboa and Mazzilli and 
a walk by Jared King. Ober-
ste then hit an RBI single and 
Roche hit an RBI sac fly to let 
Gamboa and Mazzilli score.

The Clones added another 
two runs in the fifth and the 
Brooklyn pitchers continued 
their league-leading play when 
starting Carlos Valdez retired 
seven straight. But the Tigers 
came back to tie the game in 
the bottom of the ninth off 
Johnny Magliozzi in his Cy-
clones pitching debut.

After two scoreless extra 
innings, the Clones loaded the 
bases with the same players 
in the same way they did in 
the fourth, and Oberste again 
delivered. Tim Peterson held 
the Tigers at bay in the bot-
tom of the frame to record his 
first save of the year.

The
Ride

Pitcher Darwin Frias.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

The iconic glowing 
“Watchtower” sign atop the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses head-
quarters in DUMBO that 
has been a beacon welcom-
ing people to Brooklyn — 
and given them the time and 
temperature — for the past 
44 years, may soon disap-
pear from the skyline, and 
some residents who have got-
ten used to it say they want 
it to shine on.

The Witnesses is selling 
more than 30 of its proper-
ties in Brooklyn Heights and 
DUMBO and recently  un-
loaded six for a combined price 
of $375 million , including the  
constant reminder to Brook-
lynites of where they are, what 
time it is, and exactly how hot 
it is at that moment.

“It’s part of Brooklyn,” 
said proud Brooklynite No-
vella Gardner, who wants 
the sign to stay put. “When 
you’re crossing the Brooklyn 
Bridge in the summertime, 
you want to know the time 
and temperature!”

Others feared that it might 
be replaced with something 
not too familiar or, worse, all 
too familiar.

“I don’t want to see a 
sign for Walmart,” said 
Bensonhurst resident Liz 
Maiorino.

Built in 1969,  the same 
year a Jehovah’s Witnesses 

ONE TO WATCH
Will ‘Watchtower’ sign go the way of the dodo?

newsletter told young peo-
ple that the upcoming apoca-
lypse made pursuing an edu-
cation pointless , the sign is a 
 classic example of New York 
neon signage . In 2009, the 
neon tubes lighting the let-
tering got a subtle upgrade 
to more energy-efficient red 
light-emitting diodes. 

And even visitors to Brook-
lyn say the sign made an im-
pression on them — even if 
they didn’t know what it was 

advertising.
“I took a picture of the 

sign from the other side of the 
bridge,” said a tourist named 
Matt, who figured the sign 
represented a “watchtower 
over the city.”

Of course, not everyone 
agreed the structure is worth 
its weight in gold.

“I’d prefer to see it gone,” 
said a Clinton Hill resident 
who gave his name as Joe M. 
“I don’t like what that orga-

nization stands for, and I do 
think it is an eyesore.”

But the choice to rip it 
down or keep it up will be 
made by the building’s new 
landlords, and they are not 
saying what their plans are.

“Will the time-and-tem-
perature sign be there for an-
other 40 years? Probably not,” 
the Witnesses said in a state-
ment late last year. “That de-
cision will rest with the future 
owners of the building.”

The Watchtower sign in Brooklyn Heights is iconic — but it might not stay in 
the neighborhood for long now that a new developer has bought the space.
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Brooklyn’s other iconic signs

The Eagle Clothing sign has 
lorded over Second Avenue in 
Gowanus for half a century, but 
the business is long gone.

The sign for Kentile Floors on 
Ninth Street in Gowanus harks 
back to a time when Brooklyn 
was synonymous with industry.
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This Red Hook sign, at the inter-
section of  Delavan and Richard 
streets, once said “E.J. Trum,” 
a paper product manufacturer. 
A furniture store took its place 
and tried to tear down the let-
ters — but the R and one of the 
periods remain.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
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•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
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544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated
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FULLY TRANSFERABLE LIFETIME WARRANTY 
“FADE-PROOF” COLOR GUARANTEE 

PLUS… Color Throughout Every Cambridge Paver

Plan Your Total Patio Makeover With Cambridge!
FULLY-ASSEMBLED & PRE-PACKAGED KITS

www.cambridgepavers.com
*Shown is a Cambridge Pavingstone without ArmorTec.

(DISTRIBUTOR AREA)

Both pavingstones shown above were installed in residential driveways in 2006 
(Photos taken in January 2010)

FREE 
FREE 

60-44 Maurice Avenue, Maspeth, NY 11378  718.478.2700

FULLY TRANSFERABLE
LIFETIME WARRANTY

“FADE-PROOF”
COLOR  GUARANTEE

Terrific Bikes
1547 Broadway,
Brooklyn, NY 11221
(between Hancock St. and Weirfield St.)

Tel. (718) 453-1575
www.terrificbikesnyc.com
J train to Halsey Street, B26 Bus

We carry all major bike brands:

We repair and service all bikes 
including Razor electric scooters.
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A cane-holding menace 
struck another person with 
his walking aid at a Veter-
ans’ Hospital on Flatbush Av-
enue on July 9.

The perp attacked the 
victim in the hospital near 
Nevins Street at 8:15 am and 
then fled.

Wanted: a livery
A 17-year-old was cuffed 

for robbing a cab driver work-
ing on Atlantic Avenue back 
on on May 4. 

The robbery, which oc-
curred near Hoyt Street at 
3:24 am, was reported on 
July 9.

Grand petty theft
A lucky thief robbed 

a woman — only to find 
$20,000 in her wallet — on 
Hicks Street on July 10.

The theft happened near 
Clark Street at 12:06 pm. 

Signals crossed
The padlocked security 

gate leading to the signal 
room at the Hoyt Street sub-
way station was broken into 

on July 6.
No items were taken from 

the security room other than 
the chain and lock outside. 
The break-in happened at 
10 am.

Hot box
A thief tried and failed to 

take a cash box containing 
$1,300 from a restaurant lo-
cated in a religious temple 
on Schermerhorn Street on 
July 8.

The thief ran out of the 
building near Nevins Street 
with the box — but got scared, 
dropped it, and ran away — 
at 2:30 pm. — Jaime Lutz

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Hungry 
Cops arrested a hungry, 

baseball bat-wielding man 
who they say threatened 
and stole bags of grub from 
a food deliveryman on Lin-
coln Place on July 13. 

The 26-year-old victim 
told cops that he was mak-
ing a delivery on the block 
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues, and when he returned 
to his vehicle at 9:30 pm he 
saw the crook removing bags 

of food from it. 
The 31-year-old threat-

ened to beat the victim with 
a baseball bat as he picked 
up the order of three ham-
burgers, a Caesar salad, and 
tater tots, saying he “didn’t 
give a f---- and was not in 
the mood,” according to a 
police report. 

An officer, who the victim 
approached near Sixth Ave-
nue and Sterling Place, cuffed 
the alleged criminal. 

Cash and booze 
A masked criminal looted 

$1,900 and a bottle of Jack 
Daniels from a Fifth Avenue 
diner on July 8. 

The 50-year-old owner 
told police the perp got into 
the eatery near President 
Street sometime between 
2:30 and 8:30 am through 
the side gate and door, which 
was not locked. 

The crook fled through the 
side door, cops said. 

Manners 
A mannerly box-cut-

ter-wielding bandit stole a 
woman’s purse while she 
was on Saint Marks Ave-
nue on July 11. 

The 31-year-old victim 

was near Carlton Avenue 
at midnight when the crook 
pointed the box-cutter at her 
and said, “Miss, I need your 
purse,” according to a po-
lice report. 

The woman handed over 
her purse holding her cell-
phone, wallet, credit and debit 
cards, driver’s license, and 
$20 to the criminal, who then 
fled down Carlton Avenue. 

Gotcha! 
Police collared a 24-year-

old thief who they say stole 
more than $1,300 worth of 
merchandise from a Flatbush 
Avenue department store on 
July 10. 

The alleged criminal en-
tered the store near Atlantic 
Avenue at 3 pm and picked 
up a watch, an umbrella, a 
stroller, condoms, baby sup-
plies, bottles of detergent, 
clothes, make-up, and a cell-
phone and walked out of the 
store 30 minutes later with-

out paying, police said. 

Stolen goods 
A perp burglarized a man’s 

Fourth Avenue apartment and 
made off with some pricey 
electronics on July 8.

The 26-year-old victim 
told police that he left his 
abode near 11th Street at 7 
am and when he returned 
at 9 pm he realized that his 
MacBook Air laptop, iPad, 
and green backpack were 
missing. 

The victim’s roommate 
said that the front door to 
the apartment was unlocked 
during the day and that he 
may have heard someone 
inside the residence some-
time between 1 and 3 pm, 
cops said. 

Unlucky baller 
A crook snagged a man’s 

wallet while he was playing 
basketball in a Dean Street 
park on July 11. 

The 20-year-old victim 
told cops that he was shoot-
ing hoops with his friends at 
4 pm in the greenspace be-
tween Vanderbilt and Carl-
ton avenues. He said that he 
left his change of clothes off 
to the side with his wallet in 
the pocket of his shorts. 

Shortly after he finished 
playing ball he noticed that 
his wallet holding his bank 
cards and driver’s license was 
missing.  
 — Natalie Musumeci

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Jewelry assault
A woman was arrested 

for repeatedly hitting an-
other lady with a spiked 
metal earring on Columbia 
Street on July 7.

The victim said she was 
near near W. Ninth Street 
at 2:10 pm when the sus-
pect started hitting her and 
struck her in both the face 
and the body with the ear-
ring clasped in her fist. The 
alleged attack caused the vic-
tim to suffer several bumps 
to her head and a cut to her 
finger.

iRobbery
Police arrested a man who 

they say stole another man’s 
iPad with an unapprehended 
partner on Hoyt Street back 

on April 14.
The victim said he was 

near Butler Street at 2:45 pm 
when the suspect, along with 
his accomplice, surrounded 
him, demanding to see his 
iPad. When the suspects saw 
it, the victim said they took 
it from him and fled.

 — Scott Hansen

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Shirt off his back
A fashion reject wear-

ing his T-shirt over his face 
jumped a man for his jew-
elry on 70th Street on July 
9, police say.

The victim reported he 
was walking between 10th 
Avenue and Fort Hamilton 
Parkway at 11 pm when 
the ruffian ran up behind 
him and shoved him to 
the ground. The perp then 
plucked a platinum ring 
off the victim’s finger and 
ripped two necklaces — one 
diamond and one gold — off 
of his neck.

Big beef
A money-hungry villain 

raided a Fourth Avenue steak-
house on July 14, authori-
ties report.

The victim told cops he 
closed down the restaurant 
and bar between 94th and 
95th streets at midnight. 
When he re-opened at 6:30 
am, he discovered a fiend had 
made off with $8,000 and a 
laptop — and had destroyed 
the establishment’s expen-
sive security system.

Dirty 30
A burglar busted into a 

popular Third Avenue eat-
ery overnight on July 12 — 
but found just $30 in the till, 
police state.

The restaurant’s owner 
said he locked up the Leba-
nese food emporium 11:30 
pm, and returned at 9 am the 
next day to find the glass of 
the front door shattered and 
the registered emptied — of 
a surprisingly small amount. 
 — Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Dodging the law
Police arrested a 30-year-

old man who they say stole a 
bag of cash from a car parked 
on Beadel Avenue on July 
13 — and then endangered 
the lives of bystanders to 
evade arrest.

A driver said he parked 
his car between Vandervoort 
and Morgan avenues and re-

turned at 6:15 pm to find the 
suspect rummaging through 
the vehicle. The suspect fled 
in a Honda Civic after the 
driver confronted him, tak-
ing a bag containing a So-
cial Security card and more 
than $1,000, cops said.

An officer spotted the car 
on Morgan Avenue between 
Withers Street and Maspeth 
Avenue at 6:25 pm and tried 
to pull it over, but the sus-
pect drove away, cops re-
ported. The officer followed 
for about 10 blocks while 
the man ran red lights and 
swerved between lanes, 
nearly hitting other cars 
and pedestrians, accord-
ing to reports.

Face it
An 18-year-old woman 

was arrested for attacking 
another lady on Kent Street 
on two separate occasions on 
July 11, police say.

The victim was between 
Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street when the sus-
pect first punched her in the 
face at 1:30 am, and then bit 
her arm later at the same lo-
cation at 7 pm — both attacks 
combined causing lacera-
tions, bruising, and swell-
ing, cops said.

Almost attacked
A 46-year-old man was 

arrested for attempting 
to assault a pedestrian on 
Clay Street on July 15, po-
lice say.

The victim was at McGuin-
ness Boulevard at 11:30 pm 
when the suspect allegedly 
tried to punch him in the face 
and told him he was going 
to “f--- him up.”

— Melissa Goldin

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Teen trouble
A pair of teenaged robbers 

attacked a guy on Lorimer 
Street on his way home on 
July 12 and stole his iPad.

The victim told police 
he was near Ainslie Street, 

wearing headphones and car-
rying his iPad in his hands, 
as he walked home from the 
train station at 1 am. One of 
the robbers ran up from be-
hind him and punched him 
in the face. 

“Let go of your iPad,” the 
robber said. 

The victim dropped his 
iPad and another guy ran up 
and took it before the pair 
ran off. 

Opportunity
A crook grabbed an iP-

hone out of a woman’s hands 
on Maspeth Avenue on July 
14. 

The victim told police she 
was Olive Street at 11:05 pm, 
talking on the phone, when 
the guy pushed her and tried 
to grab the phone out of her 
hand. 

When the victim resisted, 
he pried the iPhone out of her 
fingers and then ran off. 

Numbered
A pair of punks attacked 

three guys walking home on 
Humboldt Street on July 12 
— beating them with a plas-
tic tube but taking nothing.

The three young man told 
police they were between 
Ainslie and Powers streets 
at 5 am when the goons came 
up behind them.

“Give me your phone, give 
me your wallet” one of the 
thugs said, before hitting one 
of the victims in the face with 
a hard plastic tube. 

The tube-wielding fiend 
then beat all three of the vic-
tims while the other tough 
guy stood behind him. The 
guys — one of whom was 
wearing a smiley face on his 
shirt — then ran off without 
taking any property. 

The victims were able to 
identify their attackers from 
the surveillance video in a 
store Metropolitan Avenue, 
but the attackers have not 
been caught.

 — Danielle Furfaro

Cane-wielding perp strikes victim
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW 718-NETS-TIX  BROOKLYNNETS.COM
Get your Brooklyn Nets jerseys at the Nets Shop by adidas or Netsstore.com

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

Introducing the Bruno s2 sleeper 
sofa designed in Brooklyn by Rico 
Espinet for DellaRobbia USA. 
Made in California. Affordable 
bench-made quality and easy one 
hand functionality. 

Italian sleeper mechanism opens to a European platform bed. It can 
be fully disassembled for easy transport. As you open it, it retains the 
cushioning under the sofa for self storage. Easily opens with one hand 
and, once lifted, it self retracts closed.

art   lighting   furniture   decor

shoprico.com 
546 third ave bklyn 11215 718.797.2077  

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

If the city doesn’t take care 
of its dead-tree problem, then 
the dead trees are going to take 
care of us.

A salty plague that super-
storm Sandy wrought upon 
Brooklyn’s trees has some 
Bay Ridge residents wor-
ried that once-healthy, now-
dead arbors are threatening 
the lives of pedestrians and 
drivers from across the bor-
ough — and the city isn’t do-
ing enough about the looming 
zombie-tree scourge.

“I’ve called 311 several 
times,” said Cynthia Ston-
bely, whose Shore Road ter-
race overlooks the Belt Park-
way, where the branches of 
dead trees hang ominously 
overhead. 

“Nobody ever comes 
down.”

Stonbely says she hasn’t 
seen any city foresters chop-
ping down the dead trees in 
Shore Road Park near her 
house, where dozens of dead, 
saltwater-logged trees loom 
over the west-bound lane of 
the Belt Parkway, threatening 
to topple over onto the thor-
oughfare at any moment. One 
of arboreal zombies already 
caused havoc on the Belt sev-
eral weeks ago when it fell 
across the major traffic artery 
during the morning rush.

Fortunately, there were no 
wrecks in that instance, only 
a major backup as city work-
ers hustled to clear the tree-
clogged lanes, but the Bay 
Ridge resident says there are 
still plenty of trees just wait-
ing to elicit shouts of “tim-
ber,” and she’s not taking any 
chances.

“I won’t don’t drive in the 

ZOMBTREE APOCALYPSE?
Some fear storm-ravaged deadwoods could take us out

right-hand lane,” said Ston-
bely. “I’m afraid the trees are 
going to fall.”

And motorists on the Belt 
aren’t the only ones who should 
be wary of falling wood. 

Locals say grannies, nan-
nies, and infants strolling 
through the park could be 
the first victims of the dead 
trees’ revenge, as many of the 
storm-ravaged branches of the 
neglected, ailing plants appear 
poised to snap.

“There’s a lot of grandmas 
and nannies with strollers, and 
I don’t think they’re aware of 
the danger,” said Joyce Ay-
oub, who also lives near the 
park in a Shore Road apart-
ment. “It’s scary.”

The Parks Department, 
which is responsible for the up-
keep of the city’s trees, did not 
return calls for comment.

Cynthia Stonbely points to a fallen branch in Shore 
Road Park, which she says is typical.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Hinsch’s legendary lun-
cheonette has lost its iconic 
neon signs — and owner 
Mike Moudatsos says that, 
while one will return, the 
other is gone forever.

Moudatsos —  who bought 
the classic Fifth Avenue 
counter in March  — said 
that both the light-up sign 
directly above the door, and 
the jutting marquee fixed to 
the second story, had suf-
fered damage and needed 
to be taken down. 

Moudatsos said the neon 
name over the entrance that 
welcomed customers for 65 

Signs are a’changing
Neon comes down at Hinsch’s luncheonette in Ridge

said the projecting beacon 
that caught the eyes of pass-
ersby on 85th and 86th streets 
with promises of “Candy” 
and “Soda” had deteriorated 
over the decades and posed 
a public hazard.

“They didn’t clean the sign 
for so many years, everything’s 
destroyed, all the lights are 
rusted out. It was ready to 
fall,” said Moudatsos.

Moudatsos — who owns a 
chain of souvlaki joints bear-
ing his name in Staten Island 
— announced from the out-
set that he intended to tweak 
the ice cream parlor’s moni-
ker to “Mike’s Hinsch’s.” But 
he promised to keep the es-
sence of the eatery the same 

— despite his having radi-
cally transformed a throw-
back A&W carhop on the 
Rock. 

“We’re going to try to 
keep the place like it is, we’re 
not going to go crazy,” the 
Greek diner mogul said at 
the time. “The place has been 
here 60-plus years, and peo-
ple like the place, the neigh-
borhood wants it to stay the 
way it is.”

Moudatsos bought the 
financially-flailing greasy 
spoon and ice cream parlor 
from Skinflints owners Ge-
rard Bell and Bill Gardell, and 
their partner Roger Desmond. 
 The trio had themselves saved 
the beloved eatery from clo-
sure in 2011 .

Hinsch’s is the second 
Brooklyn classic to lose its 
glow this year.  The neon 
signage also came down at 
the soon-to-reopen Long Is-
land Restaurant in Brooklyn 
Heights in March . 

Hinsch’s owner said the old neon Hinsch’s sign was 
dangerous and needed to be replaced.
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years shorted out last week 
while workers were cleaning 
the exterior of the building. 

He sent the sign in for re-
pairs, and vowed it would re-
turn by July 19. But the owner 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The owner of a tortilla fac-
tory where an employee died 
in a gruesome dough-mixer 
accident will serve 90 days 
in jail and pay nearly a half 
million dollars in restitution 
for failing to pay for work-
ers’ compensation insurance 

or pay his other employees 
for overtime. 

Erasmo Ponce, the owner 
of Tortilleria Chinantla Inc., 
a corn tortilla factory on 
Grand Street in Williams-
burg, pleaded guilty to a mis-
demeanor violation of work-
ers’ compensation law. 

State police arrested Ponce 

in March 2012 for failing to 
pay for workers’ compensa-
tion, charges related to the 
January 2011 accident that led 
to the death of Juan Baten, a 
22-year-old Guatemalan im-
migrant worker who fell into 
a giant dough mixer and was 
crushed.

In addition to the jail term, 

Ponce was ordered to pay 
$447,943.11 in restitution. Of 
that money, $300,000 went 
to the Workers Compensa-
tion Board to reimburse the 
agency for a payment made 
to Baten’s daughter. An-
other $138,000 went to the 
New York State Department 
of Labor to cover overtime 

pay that Ponce never paid 
to his 28 employees from 
2006 to 2011. The remain-
ing $9,943.11 went to un-
paid unemployment insur-
ance taxes.

He was not charged in the 
death of the worker.

Workers at the factory de-
clined to comment.

Boss gets jail time after accident
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Begins Friday, July 19 @ 7:30 pm
Revelation of Hope presentations continue through 

Saturday, August 3

Grand Opening
Night Topic:

Revelation’s Predictions for
the 21st Century

Friday, July 19 @ 7:30 pm
Pre-meeting Attractions Include: Light Refreshments,

Mini Concerts, Christian Movies (ask for more details)

Location
Hanson Place Church

88 Hanson Place
Corner of Hanson Place & South Portland

Avenue, north of Barclay Center.
Brooklyn, NY 11217

FREE Admission
FREE Child Care

FREE Attendance Gifts
Inspirational Music

Health & Success Tips
For more information about this compelling

series go to www.RevelationofHope-hansonplace.org

All Seats are FREE but the Best Seats are Reserved
Register Toll Free at 1-800-260-7171

Your Solution to Complex Dental Problems

Schedule your consultation 
with Dr. Stanislaus and Dr. E. 
Lisa Reid to learn more about 
HYBRIDGE®  and all of your 
dental options.  

HYBRIDGE ®  replaces all of your 
upper and/or lower teeth and 
is permanently supported with 
5 to 6 dental implants. Choose 
HYBRIDGE®   and experience a 
lifetime of dental comfort.

BrooklynHybridge.com

(718) 857-6639
or visit us online today!

Brought to you by 
Eugene D. Stanislaus, D.D.S. & E. Lisa Reid, D.M.D. 
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pers’ habits and could even 
force them to switch to pricier 
pre-packaged items instead of 
the loose, locally-grown fare 
if they forget to bring a reus-
able bag and opt to not buy a 
cotton muslin drawstring bag 
for $1.25 at the co-op. 

Still, the environmental 
committee, which pushed 
to have a charge for the roll 
bags included in the 2008 
ban of plastic shopping bags, 
said that the free distribu-
tion of the plastic roll bags 
violates the co-op’s envi-
ronmental policy and mis-
sion statement, according 
to  a slide show detailing 
the proposal . 

The  bags are made from 
cheap, nonrenewable natu-

ral gas , which encourages 
to the controversial prac-
tice of fracking, and goes 
against the co-op’s stance 
against fracking, accord-
ing to the environmental 
committee. 

The proposal to get rid of 
the plastic roll bags was orig-
inally up for a vote by mem-
bership at a meeting of the 
co-op in May, but the vote 
was postponed because the 
several hundred members 
that showed up could not 
all fit in the auditorium at 
Fifth Avenue’s MS 51. 

The vote will be resched-
uled for the fall once the co-
op secures a larger meeting 
space, said Herpel. 

Until then, some members 
of the grocery store are hop-

ing that the proposal does 
not go through. 

“I would not be happy,” 
sxaid frequent shopper Beth 
Kleber, who uses the plastic 
bags to carry items like veg-
etables and cilantro. “I un-
derstand their motives and 
that their hearts are in the 
right place, but I just don’t 
agree with going cold tur-
key like that.” 

The co-op’s roll-bag 
strife isn’t the only plastic 
bag controversy going on in 
the Slope.

Last month, the neighbor-
hood reasserted its role in the 
vanguard of the anti-plas-
tic-shopping-bag movement 
when an environmental-ad-
vocacy coalition involving 
Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope)  rallied to de-
mand that the city ban the 
ubiquitous shopping para-
phernalia . 

Continued from page 1

PLASTIC...

some nurses say that this case 
is far from the norm.

“Other ERs are just com-
pletely insane,” said Eliza 
Bates, a spokeswoman for 
the New York State Nurses 
Association, which has 
members in hospitals across 
Brooklyn. “I’ve heard sto-
ries about patients waiting 
out the door.”

In the meantime, Long Is-
land College Hospital’s emer-
gency room is open for busi-

ness to those least likely to 
get there — those who can 
walk.

Patients who can get to the 
veritable ghost town Long Is-
land College Hospital’s emer-
gency room has become since 
the state banned ambulance 
drop-offs there,  claiming that 
the facility has been under-
staffed since the State Uni-
versity of New York first tried 
to close the cash-strapped in-
stitution back in February , 
are getting the kind of treat-

ment that’s unthinkable in 
the overworked emergency 
rooms of Brooklyn — im-
mediate care.

That has staffers there 
wondering why ambulances 
can’t pull up.

“I don’t understand what 
the diversion is about,” said 
Julie Semente, a nurse in the 
hospital’s intensive care 
unit. 

Still, only a handful of pa-
tients have been admitted to 
the hospital’s mostly empty 
beds, Semente said, and only 
after a fight.

“Those patients were ad-
mitted because their physi-

cian went to battle to get them 
admitted,” she said. “Physi-
cians should not have to be 
screaming and fighting to get 
their patients admitted.”

The state says the hos-
pital rarely admits new pa-
tients because it is under-
staffed thanks to a recent 
rash of resignations. 

“There have been dozens 
of resignations of staff at-
tending physicians just this 
year,” said Robert Bellafiore, 
a spokesman for the state uni-
versity. 

Semente claims the ambu-
lance diversion is also caus-
ing back-ups at nearby emer-

gency rooms.
“There’s a domino effect,” 

she said. “Even if you don’t 
go to LICH, what’s going on 
at LICH is going to affect you 
in your own neighborhood as 
your own hospital gets more 
overcrowded.”

A spokeswoman for New 
York Methodist Hospital con-
firmed a rise in the number 
of patients showing up in the 
Park Slope hospital’s emer-
gency room. 

“We are seeing about a 10 
percent increase in volume,” 
said Lyn Hill, who wouldn’t 
say if the volume spike had 
affected waiting times.

Continued from page 1

LICH...

247 5th Ave, Between Garfield & Carroll
Delivery Hours 5-11 pm

Roadhouse Inspired Neighborhood Bar

Try our Porky Melt $13
Crispy Mac & Cheese $8 
Brisket Sandwhich $14

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Break out the berets and 
the Godard movies, because a 
new French-language school 
and cultural center in Wil-
liamsburg is planning to 
bring a little more branché 
to the borough.

Coucou Brooklyn, on 
Marcy Avenue between Met-
ropolitan Avenue and Hope 
Street, opened on July 11 with 
a bash that included French 
techno and hip-hop, French 
wine and, of course, brie, 
ensuring that Brooklynites 
don’t have to travel to France 
to get a little bit of French 
culture.

“You can have that here 

in Brooklyn,” said Akoma 
M’ba, one of the center’s 
director.

Cousins and Francophiles 
Lea and Marianne Perret said 
they found enough Left-
Bank lovers in Brooklyn to 
know that Coucou would 
be a hit.

“There is a big wave of 
French immigration hap-
pening right now, so a lot of 
people have a French girl-
friend or boyfriend and want 
to learn the language,” said 
Lea Perret. “And there are 
people in the restaurant and 
wine business, or just Fran-
cophiles who are looking for 
a place where they can find 
that kind of culture.”

The center will offer seven 
levels of French-language 
classes, ranging from begin-
ner to fluent. All classes are 
capped at 10 students.

The center will also host 
wine tastings, film screen-
ings, and dance parties. It 
will also have a library full 
of Franch-themed books 
and DVDs, and a workspace 
wanna-be Parisians can use 
during the day to mingle.

“It’s a good place to be 
French,” said Marianne. 

Coucou Brooklyn [38 
Marcy Ave. between Met-
ropolitan Avenue and 
Hope Street, Williamsburg, 
(415) 535–9577, www.cou-
coubrooklyn.com].

Vive la France!
French nationals bringing a certain 
je ne sais quoi to Williamburg

Lea Perret, Marianne Perret, and Akoma M’ba 
have stocked the library of Coucou with French 
language and culture books that members can pe-
ruse in their free time.
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Beth Kleber will have to start buying these reuse-
able cotton bags for $1.25 at the Park Slope Food 
Co-op if the progessive grocery store stops pro-
viding plastic roll bags.
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Cartoonish
Beavis and Butt-head were not what the cre-

ators of Mickey Mouse and Felix the Cat had in 
mind when they inked their modest characters, 
but animated personalities have become last-
ing staples of contemporary culture and now, 

fans of cartoons have the 
rare chance to see some 
of the first classic, silent 
animated shorts from the 
1910s to the early 1930s in 
the four-day, 10th annual 
Animation Block Party on 
July 27.

“The opportunity to 
see this content on the 
big screen doesn’t come 

around very often,” said event founder Casey 
Safron. 

Festival highlights include exclusive con-
tent from Nickelodeon and Cartoon Network, 
as well as screenings of “Beavis and Butt-head 
Do America” and “The Secret of NIMH,” both 
on 35mm film. Also included is “The Blue Um-
brella,” a short from Pixar’s “Monsters Uni-
versity” about the love story between two um-
brellas who are brought together on a rainy 
day in the city.

The classic films featured at the festival include 
Krazy Kat in “Scents of Nonsense,” and Felix the 
Cat in “Flix the Cat Trips Thru Toyland.”

Regardless of the story or setting, one of the 
most important features that came out of these early 
animations (and has continued to hold meaning in 
later works), according to Safron, are the charac-
ters. He pointed to Mickey Mouse, Felix the Cat, 
and even SpongeBob SquarePants as characters 
who have and will endure for decades.

They are also reminiscent of the times in 
which they were made. Just as Beavis and 
Butt-head — whose moral compass consisted 
mainly of musical taste and nihilist toilet hu-
mor — were a reflection of the so-called MTV 
generation, classic animated films played with 
themes from the Roaring ’20s, Prohibition, and 
the rise of the corporation, to name a few.

Animated films at BAMcinématek [30 
Lafayette Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, animationblock.com]. Silent clas-
sic shorts on July 27, 4:30 pm, “Beavis and 
Butt-Head Do America” on July 27, 9:30 
pm, “The Blue Umbrella” at Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth Street between 
Kent and Wythe avenues, (718) 486–5400, 
animationblock.com]. July 24, 8:30 pm, $20. 
 — Melissa Goldin

F E S T I VA L

Bet you’ve never heard a Gameboy solo.
As part of its July Gameplay Festival, the Brick 

Theater is playing host to the quirky boy-girl mu-
sic duo called Br1ght Pr1mate, where she’s the 
singer and he’s the — we’re lacking a better term 
here — Gameboyist?

“I’m literally on 
stage with a hacked 
version of a Game-
boy,” said James Ther-
rien, a professional 
Gameboy musician. 
“One of the tricks dur-
ing a show is not try-
ing to look like a stupid 
kid playing Pokemon 
on stage.”

Br1ght Pr1mate, 
which consists of Therrien and singer Lydia 
Marsala, is a fair example of your typical chip-
tune band, a highly innovative, if extremely bi-
zarre genre of electronic music that synthesizes 
beats and melodies by sampling sounds from 
old-school, 8-bit video games.

Perhaps the most recognizable aspect of a chip-
tune performance is that, in lieu of a guitar, key-
board, or synthesizer, most, if not all of the musi-
cal magic happens via the four simple buttons on 
your average Gameboy, that big, grey, and ugly 
handheld gaming device from the 80s, which is 
now enjoying a second renaissance more than 
two decades after it was released, as an instru-
ment of all things.

Therrien describes the chiptune scene as some-
thing utterly contemporary, filled with a small, but 
extremely dedicated fan base that literally could 
not have existed before the internet spawned things 
like forums and online fan groups.

“It all stated online,” said Therrien. “There 
are two main chiptune forums, where everybody 
hangs out on, and the concerts became these places 
where you could meet the people you only knew 
from online.”

Funny enough, many of Br1ght Pr1mate’s big-
gest fans are actually video game designers, who 
discovered Therrien at one of his shows and in-
vited him to compose music for their games.

See Br1ght Pr1mate in concert at the Brick 
Theater [579 Metropolitan Ave. between Lo-
rimer Street and Union Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 285–3863, bricktheater.com] July 
20, 10:30 pm. $5 — Colin Mixson

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou know what you want, what 
you really, really want.

Fans of the ’90s cult trash 
classic girl group Spice Girls can 
attend a screening of the movie 
starring the band, “Spice World,” at 
the Gowanus venue the Bell House 
on July 19 — but “screening” is 
perhaps too strong a word.

Attendees are encouraged to 
sing along with the movie, com-
pete in a trivia competition, and 
celebrate the Spice Girls much 
like they celebrated themselves, 
with a healthy dose of fun.

“I am a fan of the Spice Girls 
and I went back and watched 
the movie a few years ago and 
it’s actually really funny,” said 
event organizer Michael Aus-
tin, whose favorite Spice Girl is 
Baby, thanks for asking. 

“It’s really reminiscent of 
the early Beatles films. They’re 
willing to make fun of them-
selves.”

That’s something Baby, Gin-
ger, Scary, Posh, and Sporty do 
for sure — the hijinx in the film 
include running away from the 
paparazzi, listening to Baby 
Spice detail her stuffed animals, 
and encountering aliens. 

All this absurdity makes it 
perfect, Austin said, for a Rocky 
Horror-style reappreciation — 
something he tries to get started 
with this singalong.

Participants can dress up as their fa-
vorite Spice Girl, or they can even invent 
their own. Singers will give tribute per-
formances, fans will compete in kara-
oke, and as the night goes on, the themed 

drinks will continue to pour, leading to 
all kinds of silly activities. 

When Baby Spice sucks on a lollipop 
in the movie, for instance, everyone in the 
audience gets a lollipop; the audience also 

gets spice packets to throw at the screen, 
thus defeating the bad guys in the movie 
with “the power of spice.”

And, of course, whenever someone men-
tions “girl power,” a drink is due.

“The Spice World Sing-Along“ at Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebellhouseny.com]. 
July 19, 8:30 pm, $12.

Toy tunes
M U S I C

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

Since 1985

S T E A K H OU S E

GREAT STEAKS
GREAT VALUE

Open 7 Days for Lunch, Dinner, & Private Parties

9519 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge
(Between 95th & 96th Streets)

718-745-3700
www.EmbersBayRidge.com

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

DINNER

Casual Asian American Restaurant & Bar 

Whole Roasted 
Branzino $31

Black Bean 
Brown Butter 
Lobster $29

Smoked Char Siu 
Pork Shoulder $19

369 Seventh Ave. (at corner of 11th Street)

Dinner: Mon-Sun, 5PM-12AM
Brunch: Sat & Sun 11AM-3PM 

By Samantha Lim
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
he revolution will be anonymous 
— and pretty funny, too.

A politically charged and faceless 
group of artists are getting their 13-year 
retrospective at the Brooklyn Museum 
and the very first installation art-goers 
will see shows off their sense of humor: a 
singing bucket and mop, the latter propped 
vertically not unlike a microphone stand, 
belting out “Con te Partiro” in Andrea 
Bocelli’s signature tenor.

Although comical at first glance, a 
closer look at the red stained mop and 
bloody water at the bottom of the bucket 
reveals violent undertones. The song’s ro-
mantic lyrics take on a sinister color.

“We’ve used mop buckets in our work 
because they evoke a kind of ubiquitous 
responsibility,” said one of the unnamed 

artists of the group known as the Bruce 
High Quality Foundation. 

Little is known about anonymous 
members of the foundation aside from 
the fact some of the members are alumni 
of Cooper Union. The foundation is 
committed to preserving the legacy of 
Bruce High Quality, a fictional artist 
who lost his life during the Sept. 11, 
2011 catastrophe. The works range from 
mixed-media installations to silkscreen 
paintings, and are often marked by a 

mischievous streak.
The foundation’s trademark wit is 

a tactful means of putting audiences 
at ease while tackling uncomfortable 
issues. 

Another amusing piece that’s really be-
ing serious is “Apology.” It’s hard to sup-
press a smile when a gargantuan inflatable 
rat confides in you, and almost impossible 
not to listen to what it’s saying.

The sound of air whooshing in and 
out of the synthetic rat gives it the im-
pression of breathing laboriously. 

“‘Apology’ is about mourning the 
state of organized labor in the United 
States,” said one of the artists. 

“Occupy Wall Street didn’t make 
us feel hopeful as it did for many. 
It made us sad that such a power-
ful force in the development of our 
democracy, organized labor, was no 
longer able to lead the way.”

It’s girl power
‘Spice World’ screening and singalong is scary, sporty

Zigazig ah: Michael Austin and Jerry Mouse are getting together Spice Girls fans to watch their hit movie, “Spice World.”
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The untitled artists
An anonymous group’s art gets political

What is it good for: A group of anonymous artists whose work 
straddles the line between the absurd and political are having 
a 13-year retrospective at the Brooklyn Museum.
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“The Bruce High Quality Foun-
dation: Ode to Joy 2001-2013,” 
at The Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Parkway, (718) 638–5000, 
w w w.b ro o k l y nmu s eu m.o rg] . 
Through Sept. 22, Museum hours: 
Wed, Fri–Sun 11 am–6 pm, Thurs 
11 am–10 pm.
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Kingsborough Community Col-
lege [2001 Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5000], www.onstageatkings-
borough.org. 

FILM, ROOFTOP FILMS: ‘Short Term 
12’: Go check out “Short Term 12,” a 
2013 drama that follows the staff and 
patients at a shelter for at-risk teens. 
Free. 8 pm. The Old American Can 
Factory [232 Third Street between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 417–7362], rooftopfi lms.
com/2013/schedule/short-term-12. 

CITY OF WATER DAY 2013: Celebrate 
the waterfront with kayaking, sein-
ing, arts and crafts and movies. 
Free. 10:30 am–2 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park (Furman St. at Orange 
Street in Red Hook), www.ny-
cgoparks.org. 

WORKSHOP, PENDANT LIGHT FIX-
TURE WORKSHOP: Join the amaz-
ing spirits of Urban Chandy, a mod-
ern chandelier designer, and learn 
how to wire and frame out your own 
pendant light fi xture. RSVP online. 
$75. 12:30–2:30 pm. BIG!NYC Gow-
anus [69 Ninth St. between Smith 
Street and Second Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 725-8925], www.bignyc.
org/workshop. 

OPEN MIC NIGHT: Singer/songwriter 
Oscar Albis Rodriguez hosts and 
headlines The Moxie Spot’s weekly 
open mic night. All performers 
are welcome, including musicians, 
comedians, poets, and more. Free. 
9:30 pm. The Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923–9710], themoxiespot.com. 

FAMILY
POP UP MACY’S FISHING CLINICS: 

Children 15 years old and younger 
learn how to fl y fi sh and ecology. 
Free. Noon–5 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

PINOCCHIO: For children ages 3 years 
old and up. The classic story comes 
to life on the puppet stage. $9 ($8 
children). 12:30 and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

EZRA JACK KEATS STORY HOUR: 
Gather around the Peter and Willy 
statue for story telling and adven-
ture. Free. 1–3 pm. Imagination 
Playground (Ocean Avenue and Lin-
coln Road in Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens), www.prospectpark.org. 

SUN, JULY 21
ART, HARD WATCHING: An after-

noon of live performances and 
performances-for-video consist-
ing of artists using artifacts from 
pop culture to critique and explore 
their impact on love, vulnerability 
and masculinity. Free. Noon. Glass-
house (46 Union Ave. in Williams-
burg), www.bipaf.net/bipaf/ange-
laatthewoods. 

FREE YOGA: Enjoy the summer 
weather with some free yoga at 
Prospect Park with YogaSole. Enter 
at the Bartel Pritchard Lot, 15th 
St. (adjacent to 15th St F train sta-

FRI, JULY 19
FREE BEACH PARTIES ALL SUMMER 

LONG: Join Commander Rican 
Vargas and his famed Coney Island 
Dancers for free outdoor Boardwalk 
parties all summer long, with DJs 
spinning house, disco, soul, and 
funk. Free. Noon. Coney Island 
Boardwalk [1001 Boardwalk W, at 
W. 10th Street in Coney Island, (347) 
496–2032], www.coneyislanddanc-
ers.com. 

MUSIC, CLASSIC ALBUM NIGHT: 
Cathyland Productions presents 
classic album ight. See New York 
bands Jacob’s Ladder, Cathy Cer-
venka & Friends, and Michael T & 
the Vanities perform three classic 
albums in their entirety. $7. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

FAMILY
BLOOMING NATURALIST: Make your 

own journal, learn hot to use bin-
oculars and fi eld guides. Free. 2–3 
pm. Prospect Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287–3400], www.prospect-
park.org/audubon. 

FREE FAMILY NIGHT: All ages cel-
ebrate summer and Boogie to the 
beats laid down by our visiting DJ 
in the cafe. Free with museum ad-
mission. 5 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 
Marks Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

“YOU’RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE 
BROWN”: Based on the comic strip 
Peanuts by Charles Schulz. Free. 7 
pm. The Old Stone House [Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–31905], 
www.theoldstonehouse.org. 

SAT, JULY 20
TOUR, SUGAR IN THE CITY: Robin 

Shulman, author of “Eat The City,” is 
teaming up with Urban Oyster for a 
special version of our Waterfront Tour 
focused on the story of sugar. $40. 
11 am–7 pm. Old Fulton Ferry Pier 
[1 Water St. in DUMBO, (347) 618–
8687], www.urbanoyster.com/eat-
the-city-waterfront-sugar-tour.html. 

MUSIC, HATIAN GUITAR: Go see the 
second concert of the HCX Mizik 
Ayiti! Summer Series, featuring 
performances by Haitian guitar 
legend Tit Pascal and soulful young 
musician Talie Cerin. Free. 6 pm. 
Five Myles Gallery [558 St. Johns Pl., 
(347) 565–4429], haiticulturalx.org/
program-03. 

DANCE, “HEY, WE SHOULD”: Live 
dance performance by choreogra-
phers Janelle Barry, Sharyn Korey, 
Nicole Sabella and Jessie Stinnett. 
$15. 8 pm. Shape Shifter Lab [18 
Whitwell Pl at Third Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 820–9452], brownpap-
ertickets.com. 

MUSIC, THE HOT SARDINES: A 
unique blend of hot jazz, Dixieland 
and Tin Pan Alley. Free. 8 pm. 

tion), just across from the Pavilion 
Movie Theater. Walk straight ahead, 
down the drive to the main loop. 
Free. 10–11 am. Propect Park [15th 
Street Bartle Prichard Square, (718) 
541–1382], yogasole.com. 

BRIGHTON LINE MEMOIRS: Come 
on a series of fi ve walks in Prospect 
Park, Brighton Beach, Ditmas Park, 
Central Flatbush, along Avenue U, 
and connecting rides along what 
was once the Brooklyn, Flatbush, 
and Coney Island Railroad dating 
back to 1878. Tour is limited to 
25 people. Email to pre-register 
or for more information. $39. 10 
am–5:30 pm., (718) 961–8406, www.
GeogNYC.com. 

WALT WHITMAN’S FORT GREENE 
PARK: Walk around Fort Greene 
Park, a greensward that owes its 
existence in large part to Walt 
Whitman’s editorials written for 
the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, and learn 
about the poet’s intimate connec-
tion with Brooklyn’s fi rst offi cial 
park. Free. 1 pm. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Myrtle Avenue and 
Washington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218], www.fortgree-
nepark.org. 

ARTIST TALK: Sienna Gallery and 
Brooklyn Metal Works presents an 
artist talk with Julia Maria Künnap 
who creates unique ethnic jewelry. 
$10 ($5 students and members). 
3–4 pm. Brooklyn Metal Works 
[640 Dean St. between Carlton and 
Vanderbilt avenues in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 762–4757], bkmetal-
works.com/2013/06/12/julia-maria-
kunnap. 

CONCERT, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner honors the legendary 
Frank Sinatra. Dinner reservations 
requested. 6–9 pm. Schnitzel haus 
[7319 Fifth Ave. at 73rd Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–5600]. 

WORKSHOP, SUMMER SUNSET 
MEDITATION: At this basic medita-
tion workshop students will prac-
tice a traditional sun salutation 
sequence, breathing techniques, 
Shiatsu self-care techniques, and 
basic chanting. $15. 6:30–7:30 pm. 
Slope Wellness [816 Eighth Avenue 
between Eighth and Ninth streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 415–0738], www.
slopewellnessny.com. 

FAMILY
FIELD DAY: Families play games, 

sports and activities. Recom-
mended for children 4 to 10 years 
old. Free. 10 am – 1 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park (Furman St.at Jora-
lemon Street in Red Hook), http;//
www.nycgovparks.org. 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
July 19

A so-called 
life :)
If the fictional conceits 
of Lena Dunham’s 
HBO show “Girls” is 
just too much for you, 
perhaps you’d like that 
20-something Brook-
lyn life crisis in docu-
mentary flavor? The 
film “I Hate Myself :)” 
by Joanna Arrow is a 
gritty and unglamor-
ous look at Arrow’s 
first relationship with 
an abrasive and emo-
tionally unavailable 
boyfriend. The film 
includes all-too-accept-
ing parents, and overly 
judgemental friends. 

8 pm at the Rooftops of 
Industry City (220 36th 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, www.rooftopfilms.
com). $13.

SUNDAY
July 21

Frikadeller 
and polser
Dassara ramen is 
hosting an exotic 
foray into Danish 
cuisine in a food 
extravaganza on its 
outdoor patio. 
Enjoy some home-
style cooking, such 
as meatballs and 
sausages, at this 
collaborative event 
between celebrity 
chef Pablo Ventura 
and Danish-born 
Martin Hoedholt. 
They will be focus-
ing on the fares of 
Copenhagen street 
food and family rec-
ipes.

1 pm–9 pm at Dassara 
Ramen [271 Smith St. 
between Degraw and 
Sackett streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 643–0781]. 

MONDAY
July 22

Bridging 
the gaps
Much like Colum 
McCann’s “Let the 
Great World Spin,” his 
latest book “TransAt-
lantic” has people 
attempting to cross a 
great big expanse. 
Check out the author 
read and discuss with 
fellow author Bill 
Cheng, with the beau-
tiful Brooklyn Bridge 
as the backdrop.

7 pm at the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park [Pier 1 
entrance at Furman and 
Old Fulton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights. (718) 
222–9939. www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org). Free.

TUESDAY
July 23

Game night
Don’t just sit on 
your butt, drink 
beer, and watch 
sports — sit on your 
butt, drink beer, 
and play sports 
video games! A Wil-
liamsburg bar is 
inviting folks to 
come in and grab a 
controller, either 
Xbox 360 or Play-
station 3, and get 
on the virtual pitch 
and indulge in some 
un-American foot-
ball.

7 pm at Banter Bar [132 
Haveyer St. at S. First 
Street, (718) 599–5200, 
www.banterbrooklyn.
com]. Free.

THURSDAY
July 25

Grit lit
You had me at Mobb 
Deep. Albert “Prod-
igy” Johnson’s novel 
“H.N.I.C.” is the inau-
gural release from 
Infamous books, a 
partnership between 
Akashic Books and 
Infamous Records. It’s 
about a gang mem-
ber who has to kill to 
save himself from a 
dangerous group 
leader. Just like John-
son said in his lyrics, 
there’s no such thing 
as halfway crooks.

7 pm at powerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St., at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666–3049, power-
housearena.com].
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Havin’ a ball: Theo Eastwind, a street performer of 18 years, has 
arranged a lineup of excellent buskers for the third-annual Busker 
Ball at Spike Hill on July 24.
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The way a home town Halal Shop should be.

INTERNATIONAL DELICACIES IN BAY RIDGE!

Raw Almonds ...............................................$549LB.

Walnut Halves ..............................................$699LB.

Fresh Dried Apricots TURKISH .....................$399LB.

Fresh Dried Cranberries ..............................$399LB.

Fresh Dried Figs TURKISH ............................$499LB.

Golden Raisins .............................................$399LB.

California Pistachios ....................................$699LB.

Fresh Large Medjoul Dates .........................$599LB.

Shams Natural Deglets Dates 2lbs..............$746

Gourmet 
Nuts & 

Dried Fruits

Meat &
Poultry

Our Meats & Poultry 
Arrive Fresh Daily! 

Never Frozen. 
Halal USDA Ground Beef .............................$299 LB.

Halal USDA Balady Premium Sausage ........ $419
LB.

Halal USDA Baby Lamb Chops .....................$699
LB.

Halal USDA Shish Kabob 
“Ready & Spiced for Grill and BBQ” .........$499

LB.

Halal USDA Chicken Drums & Thighs ...........$199
LB.

ONLY
2/$5 ONLY

$299

ONLY
$1499

        Happy Ramadan 2013  

7128 5TH AVEN 2

Shop Better. Eat Fresh. Always Halal!

World of 
Olives

French Olives 
Greek Calamata
Greek Alfonso
Greek Black Olives
Moroccan Olives
Egyptian Pickles

Italian Cerignola
Italian Gaeta
Sicilian Green Olives
Turkish Green Olives
Lebanese Black Olives
Tunisia Mixed Olives

OR 
1 LTR.  

ONLY
3/$5

16 OZ. 

ONLY
4/$196

Product of 
Italy

ONLY
3/$5

Plain or 
Onion

 

24 PK.  

ONLY
$1699

101 OZ. 

First-Press,
Cold Press

4 LB. Tub

Chatkaar Variety Chutneys/Sauces

9-12 OZ.

a 

12 OZ.

a 

12 OZ.

a 

12 OZ.

12 PK.

5 PK. 

ONLY
$499

ONLY
$499 ONLY

$399

ONLY
$199

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s as if a steampunk circus 
wasn’t weird enough.

A Gowanus group 
known for its wacky parties 
is holding its latest themed 
spectacle with special guests 
who also love to perform with 
a twist — that is, the imag-
inative world of artist Ed-
ward Gorey.

Musicians and performers 
who draw their themes and 
metaphors from Gorey’s work 
— macabre stories and surreal 
illustrations of sullen skulls, 
winged creatures, and hapless 
children — are joining Gemini 
and Scorpio’s annual steam-
punk party called the Lost Cir-
cus, where jugglers and silk 
rope dancers mingle with the 
costumed crowd.

“It’s a sort of a pagan 
lounge ensemble,” said Jus-
tin Katz, bandleader of Rosin 
Coven.

“We enjoyed being a the-
atrical band and did what we 
could in terms of creating 
characters. Now we are co-
creating story lines.”

The musicians of Rosin 
Coven and the acrobats and 
dancers of Vau de Vire So-
ciety are like the Gemini and 
Scorpio of the west coast. 
Their most famous shin-
dig is the Edwardian Ball, a 
huge costume party based in 
a gothic world of beady-eyed 
creatures and characters.

The band and the perfor-
mance troupe started out as 
two separate projects, but they 
realized they were magical 
when they joined together to 
celebrate everything Gorey.

And these artists who like 
to dress in black are headlin-

ing this year’s Gemini and 
Scorpio party for a good 
reason — it’s the Gowanus 
group’s tenth anniversary.

Other special guests in-

clude Debauche, a New Or-
leans Russian mafia band 
who play rocking gypsy 
punk, Desert Sin, a troupe 
that specializes in a neo-
tribal, exotic fusion of dance 
and theater, the Armored 
Combat League, who hold 
exhibition matches of medi-
eval armored combat, and DJ 
Joro Boro, whose delirious 
rhythms combine Slavic cir-
cus with Burning Man.

As with previous year’s 
renditions of the Lost Cir-
cus, the whole thing is a mix 

of performance and partici-
pation. Ticket holders have 
to dress according to code, 
which is elaborate as it is 
inclusive — “dark caba-
ret, traveling circus, steam-
punk Victorian,” are among 
the guidelines — and artists 
will expect audience mem-
bers to do more than stand 
and stare.

“We have a beekeeper’s 
drinking song that fosters an 
animal rebellion,” said Katz. 
“We’ll see what the audience 
does with that.”

Edward Gorey-inspired act comes to Gowanus

Enter the Enter the 
cirque du cirque du 
macabre macabre 

Cantina at the End 
of the Universe: a pan-
alien adventure party where 
ewoks mingled with para-
noid androids serenaded 
by an alien monster pup-
pet band. 

Fairy Forest Frolic: an 
intimate, playful, and erotic 
costume party where fa-
erie love songs filled the air 
and druids, witches, and en-
chanted animals enjoyed Val-
entines Day in the forest. 

Swing House (pic-
tured right): a jazz and 
swing speakeasy brought 
straight from the 1930s to 
the electro-funk era. The 
party featured burlesque 
acts, vintage clothes, and 
plenty of dancing.

Firefly: a movie prac-
tically made for the steam 
punk loving Gowanus 

group, this all-night screen-
ing of the hit sci-fi series 
was a lovely blend of cos-
play and socializing.

Russian-Bathhouse: a 
dance party in a Coney Is-

land Avenue banya had a live 
gypsy band and Balkan mu-
sic on the turntables. There’s 
nothing like swim suits, piero-
gies, and open vodka bar.  
 — Danielle Furfaro

Years of freaky fun
Gemini & Scorpio launched 10 years ago, and since then, the com-

pany has thrown increasingly unusual — and sexy — parties. Here 
are some of the most unusual parties the company has thrown. 

The Lost Circus at the 
Irondale Center, (85 
S. Oxford St., between 
Lafayette Avenue and 
Fulton Street in Fort 
Greene, geminiand-
scorpio.com). Aug. 10, 9 
pm–4 am, $30, $40 VIP 
seating, $15 after 1 am.
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What makes a great community health center? S 8th St.
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Williamsburg 
Family Health
Center

g Brooklyn healthy.

Keeping you and your family healthy, right in your own neighborhood. That’s what Williamsburg Family Health Center is all 
about. We provide compassionate, expert care for every member of the family.

At the Williamsburg Family Health Center we strive to fulfill this mission every single day.

Our full range of services include: 
• Cardiology  • Women’s Health • Surgery Consultation •  Dental Care
• Pediatrics • Family Medicine • Podiatry •  Gastroenterology (GI)

121 DeKalb Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11201
718.250.8000 • www.tbh.org

Follow us on            www.facebook.com/brooklynhospitalcenter or             bkhospital

We speak your language
Hablamos su mismo idioma

Williamsburg Family
Health Center
99 Division Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11211
718.599.6200
By Subway
J, M or Z to Marcy Ave., walk 3 blocks to the 
corner of Division and Bedford Ave. 
By Bus
From Queens
B61 to Wythe Ave., walk 2 blocks to Division Ave.
Q59 to Broadway and Wythe Ave., walk down 
Wythe Ave. to Division Ave.
From Brooklyn
B44 to Bedford Ave. and Taylor St., walk 2 
blocks to Division Ave.
B61 to Wythe Ave. and Bedford Ave.
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Nights and Weekends [1 Bedford Ave, at Nassau Avenue in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–5349, nightsandweekendsny.com]. Battery Harris [64 Frost 
St., at Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 384–8902. batteryharris.
com]. The Commodore [366 Metropolitan Ave. at Havemayer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 218–7632]. Skinny Dennis (152 Metropolitan Ave, at 
Berry Street in Williamsburg, skinnydennisbar.com).

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

T
he last season of the incred-
ible drug kingpin drama 
“Breaking Bad” premieres 

on August 11 — but never fear 
— like a pop-up meth lab, view-
ers can get in on the phenome-
non in some unexpected places 
around the borough.

Here’s what we recommend 
for white-knuckled viewing — 
perfect for a crowd of people 
gasping together about whatever 

shocking death comes next.
If it’s Jessie, we are going to 

lose it. 

Brooklyn Winery
Watch the thrilling drama 

about a chemistry teacher-
turned-artisinal meth maker at 
the elegant Williamsburg win-
ery, where they take care to use 
the right casks when making 
their artisinal wine, much like 
the way one should take care 
to use the right plastic when 
dissolving bodies.

213 N. Eighth St. between 
Roebling Street and Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (347) 
763–1506, bkwinery.com

Soda Bar
This dive bar is the perfect spot 

to spend what’s bound to be eight 
stressful Sundays and scream at 
the screen without feeling inse-
cure, since that’s what happens 
at bars — people scream at the 
screen.

629 Vanderbilt Ave. be-
tween St. Marks Avenue and 

Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–8393

Union Hall
The best thing about seeing 

a screening of Breaking Bad 
here is that if it ends on a stress-
ful cliffhanger, you can work 
out your adrenaline rush with a 
game of bocce afterward.

702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400, unionhallny.com. All 
free, 9 pm on Sundays through 
the eight-episode run.

Staying spoiler free
Where to go watch the ‘Breaking Bad’ fi nale

They’re back: Jesse Pinkman (Aaron Paul) and Walter White (Bryan Cranston) have come a long 
way since the first season of “Breaking Bad,” and now you can see the finale to their story in a 
Brooklyn bar.
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MON, JULY 22
TOUR, WOODEN HOMES TOUR: 

A group is conducting tours of 
Brooklyn’s wood-framed row 
houses, and the home owners — 
who often put in a lot of effort to 
restore these unique buildings 
— don’t seem to mind the atten-
tion, say the guides. $15. Meet-
ing location provided with reg-
istration, (347) 292–7246, www.
woodenhouseproject.com. 

TUES, JULY 23
FILMS, “MY BROOKLYN” SCREEN-

ING: Brooklyn Young Filmmakers is 
hosting a public screening and dis-
cussion of the poignant documen-
tary “My Brooklyn,” about director 
Kelly Anderson’s personal journey, 
as a Brooklyn “gentrifi er.” Free. 
6:30–9 pm. Mark’s Gourmet Burg-
ers [441 Myrtle Ave. in Fort Greene, 
(718) 935–0490], wearebyfc.org. 

MUSIC, POOR MAN’S WHISKEY: 
Come watch Poor Man’s Whiskey, a 
Northern California band which fea-
tures a fusion of bluegrass/old-time 
southern rock and old school jam, 
as they celebrate the 40th anniver-
sary of Pink Floyd’s “Dark Side of 
the Moon.” $5-$7. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], www.poor-
manswhiskey.com. 

WED, JULY 24
MUSIC, BUSKER BALL: Singer-song-

writer Theo Eastwind has once 
again assembled a crack team of 
public performers for the third-ever 
Busker Ball at Spike Hill on July 24, 
an exhibition of what he says are 
the city’s fi nest soldiers in the fi ght 
for our freedom of expression. $10. 
7 pm. Spike Hill [86 Bedford Ave. 
between N. Sixth and N. Seventh 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 21 
8–9737], spikehill.com. 

WORKSHOP, UPHOLSTERY CLASS: 
Bring that chair you’ve been want-
ing to make better to this four-week 
class and Annie Evelyn will show 
you how to give it new life. Over 
the course you will completely re-
upholster a chair from start to fi n-

FRI, JULY 26
ENTERTAINMENT, HAUNTED MUR-

DER MYSTERY BEACH PARTY: 
Celebrate summer, art and good 
times at LaunchPad’s Haunted Mur-
der Mystery Beach Party; An inter-
active evening where the audience 
will work together to solve a murder 
mystery while experiencing awe-
some art and performances. $10. 9 
pm. LaunchPad [721 Franklin Ave. 
in Crown Heights, (646) 494–7211], 
brooklynlaunchpad.org. 

“GASLIGHT”: Bring a chair or blan-
ket enjoy refreshments and take a 
chance on a fi fty/fi fty raffl e. free. 
8 pm. Narrows Botanical Gardens 
[Shore Rd. at 71st Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748 4810]. 

FAMILY
“HANSEL AND GRETEL AND THE 

CANDY HAUS”: The fairytale of 
two children who get lost in the 
deep forest. Free. 7 pm. The Old 
Stone House [Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195]. 

SAT, JULY 27
TOUR, EPIC BIKE RIDE: Join Brook-

lyn Greenway Initiative for a 40-
mile bike ride from Williamsburg 
to Rockaway Beach, showcasing 
the potential of a fully completed 
Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway 
combined with a completed Ja-
maica Bay Greenway. Members 
$25; General $35; Teams of four 
$120. 8 am–2 am. N 6th Street in 
Brooklyn [27 N. Sixth St. in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 522–0193], www.
brooklyngreenway.org/event/the-
5th-annual-brooklyn-waterfront-
epic-ride. 

THEATER, GAME PLAY FESTIVAL: 
A novel play inspired by the post-
apocalyptic “Fallout” and dystopian 
“Bioshock” video game franchises, 
which is coming to the Brick Theater 
in July, as a part of the Game Play 
Festival, sticks to its dark source 
material and has a morbid sense of 
humor. $15. 5:30 pm. Brick Theater 
[579 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Lorimer Street and Union Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 285–3863]. 

ART, ART SCAPING: Exhibit called 
“Scapes” is a part of Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition’s sum-
mer show. Free. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St., near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

ler’s Day Off,” “Enter the Dragon,” 
“Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory,” “8 Mile,” “Roman Holi-
day,” “Rocky,” and “Vertigo.” Free. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park [Pier 1; 
Old Fulton Street, (718) 802–0603], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.org.

FILM, ROOFTOP FILMS: See “Tow-
heads,” a 2013 fi lm that tells the all 
too familiar story of a harried New 
York mother struggling as an artist 
as she searches for a happy balance 
of her two lives. $13. 8 pm. Trilok 
Fusion Center for the Arts [143 Wa-
verly Ave. between Flushing and 
Myrtle avenues in Clinton Hill, (718) 
417–7362], rooftopfi lms.com/2013/
schedule/towheads. 

THE BROOKLYN QUARTERLY 
LAUNCH PARTY: Come celebrate 
the launch of The Brooklyn Quar-
terly’s preview issue and their fi rst 
Kickstarter campaign. The maga-
zine will tell stories that are fresh, 
important, and offer an accessible 
and big-picture perspective on 
literature, culture, technology, and 
politics. Free. 8 pm. Cherry Tree Bar 
[65 Fourth Avenue between Bergen 
Street and St. Marks Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 399–1353]. 

ish. $275. 6:30–8:30 pm. BIG!NYC 
Gowanus [69 Ninth St. in Gowanus, 
(718) 725–8925], www.bignyc.org/
workshop. 

READING, ALLISON LYNN: The au-
thor launches her latest book “The 
Exiles.” Free. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

FAMILY
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL QUIDAM: This is 

the fi rst time in Brooklyn. $45-$125 
($36-$101 children). 7:30 pm. Bar-
clays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights, 
(800) 745–3000], www.cirqueduso-
leil.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
GREENMARKET: Local grown pro-

duce, cooking demonstrations, 
recipes, family friendly activities. 
Free. 8 am–4 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in 
Prospect Heights, (917) 618–6100], 
https://www.barclayscenter.com. 

THURS, JULY 25
FILMS, SYFY MOVIES WITH A VIEW: 

Check out this free, outdoor fi lm 
series. This year’s theme, “With 
Love From...” includes “Ferris Buel-

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Dark side of the moonshine: Poor Man‚ Whiskey, a Northern 
California band which features a fusion of bluegras and old-time 
southern rock and old school jam is celebrating the 40th anni-
versary of Pink Floyd‚ “Dark Side of the Moon” on July 23.
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Energy creation. 
Recycling programs. 
Closed-loop solutions.
Those are just a few of the innovations we’re delivering for 
customers and communities alike. We live in a world where 
things can no longer go to waste.

That’s why Waste Management is working to get the most 
from our existing resources. It’s good for business and the 
environment.

– they move here for the 
look and feel of the brown-
stones,” said longtime Fifth 
Street resident David Good-
man, who lives in a condo di-
rectly across the street from 
where the planned building 
is slated to rise.

But hospital representa-
tives promised residents that 
the new facility, which has 
not been designed yet, will 
not look like your standard 
hospital with a lot of steel and 
glass, but will blend in with 
the neighborhood as much 
as it can.

“It’s not going to be a jar-
ring modernist structure that 
stands out and kind of grabs 
attention. It will be some-
thing that really feels harmo-
nious with the existing con-
text and fabric,” said architect 
Peter Cavaluzzi of Perkins 
Eastman. “It’s going to be 
a modern building. It’s go-
ing to have modern facilities 
within it, but we want to learn 
from the architectural char-
acter that currently exists in 
the neighborhood.”

All of the buildings that 
will be knocked down are 
not landmarked and lie just 
outside of Park Slope’s  enor-
mous historic district , which 
boasts 2,575 protected ed-
ifices.

Cavaluzzi argued that 
Park Slope isn’t only made 
up of  the notable row houses 
and brownstones, and that 
other big buildings are a part 
of its fabric, a concept that 
stirred some residents who 
don’t buy that the new build-
ing will blend in.

“A lot of us who live in 
Park Slope feel there is a 
great deal of homogeneity 
in terms of scale and build-
ing material than you might 
have suggested in your pre-
sentation,” said Peter Bray of 

the Park Slope Civic Coun-
cil, which held the joint meet-
ing with Community Board 
6’s Landmarks and Land Use 
committee.

Some neighbors suggested 
that the hospital maintain the 
old structures by building the 
new facility inside them or 
preserving their facades, but 
consultants said that the idea 
is not a practical one since 
a medical center requires a 
wide working space.

The new building would 
fall into three different resi-
dential zones — R7B, R6B, 
and R6, which makes up most 
of the site. This could accom-
modate a 300,000-square-
foot building under current 
zoning. The hospital hopes 
to obtain a variance from the 
city’s Board of Standards and 
Appeals that would allow it 
to build a broad facility in-
stead of a taller and thinner 
complex.

But some residents said 
they rather that the hospital 
build as-of-right, which calls 
for the bulk of the building to 
reside on Sixth Street, shav-
ing a few stories off of the 
portion of the facility on res-
idential Eighth Avenue and 
Fifth Street and building 
higher on a hospital-owned 
parking garage on Fifth Street 
closer to Seventh Avenue.

A development consul-
tant from Washington Square 
Partners said that building on 
the parking garage would be 
difficult because of a seismic 
building code.

Hospital spokeswoman 
Lyn Hill said that the new 
outpatient facility is essential 
because of the growing num-
ber of patients at the medical 
center between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues. The hospi-
tal treats more than 400,000 
patients a year.

“A new building will al-

the plan following a four-
hour public hearing, with 
the condition that the De-
partment of Transportation 
come back in one year to re-
view its effect. 

“It took a little time, but 
we definitely made the right 
decision,” said CB6 trans-
portation committee member 
Gary Reilly, who also backed 
the first city proposal. “If 
we failed to act, more peo-
ple will be hurt and some-
one will die.”

Last month, the commu-
nity board rejected the trans-
portation agency’s initial 
proposal,  even though the 
board’s transportation com-
mittee approved it.  Oppo-
nents feared the plan banned 
too many left turns.  

But after the vote, ac-
tivists and concerned res-

idents passionately pushed 
the board to reconsider. The 
original plan was the city’s 
response to complaints resi-
dents made at a public work-
shop in the neighborhood in 
February about narrow me-
dians, double parking, cars 
speeding on the boulevard, 
and other hazardous pedes-
trian conditions. 

“Fourth Avenue is so 
dangerous — I feel so un-
safe crossing the street with 
my children,” said activist 
Grace Freedman of Saint 
Marks Place. She called 
the board’s initial rejec-
tion “unjust,” considering 
the proposal had garnered 
a large amount of commu-
nity input before it was de-
veloped.

But the city came back to 
the community board with 
some minor changes to its 

A standard screenplay is said to have 
three acts. “Killing Season,” to its det-
riment, only has two, and it only has 
enough wind in its sails for one.

In the first act, we meet Benjamin 
Ford (Robert De Niro) and Emil Kovac 
(John Travolta, sporting a chin cur-
tain beard and a heavy Serbian accent). 
The film’s prologue shows us that Ford 
and Kovac fought in the Bosnian War 
on opposing sides. During the conflict, 
Ford shot a captive Kovac and left him 
for dead. Cut to two decades later. Ford, 
scarred by the war both literally and 
figuratively, tries to put his past behind 
him, living an idyllic life in a cabin in 
the Appalachians. Kovac is not quite 
so mellow, having spent the last twenty 
years tracking down Ford. When he fi-
nally finds him, Kovac sets his plans of 
vengeance into motion. Kovac stops by 
Ford’s retreat, pretending to be a weary 
traveller. Ford, not recognizing the man 
he shot, lets him in. The two drink and 
talk the night away.

The second act kicks off the next morn-
ing, when Kovac begins his one man war 
on Ford. What ensues is a violent cat and 
mouse chase. The two men, with none to 
help them, chase each other, maim each 
other, fire arrows at each other, and gen-
erally give each other a hard time. As 
Kovac puts it, “Two men. Alone in the 
wilderness. Not another living soul in 
sight… War, distilled.” 

This movie is fairly engrossing at 
first. It could have been incredibly bor-
ing to spend forty five minutes watching 
two men sit and babble on about their 
life stories. But it works, largely due to 
the dramatic irony at play. We, the au-
dience, know that Ford’s life is in peril, 
but Ford is blissfully unaware. So, while 

the two veterans chat it up, we’re on the 
edge of our seats, waiting for the prover-
bial time bomb to explode. It’s a simple 
manipulation, but an effective one. 

It’s when the action starts, the be-
ginning of act two, that the movie loses 
steam and credibility. The action is en-
grossing for five minutes, but it grows 
tedious when the story falls into a com-
fortable pattern. Kovac captures Ford, 
tortures him, and lectures to him about 
the meaning of life and war and God. Ford 
escapes, captures Kovac, tortures him, 
and lectures to him about the meaning 
of life and war and God. Kovac escapes 
and you know the drill. There’s a scene 
that’s probably meant to be the climax, 
but there’s nothing to distinguish it from 
any of the prior reversals other than the 
fact that it doesn’t lead into another one.  
The speeches, while mildly intriguing 
at first, are so consistently heavy and 
melodramatic that they blur into each 
other. After a certain point, they aren’t 
dialogues as much as monologues, and 
they contribute a fair amount to the mo-
notony. No new plot information is given 
during these scenes. No real character 
development. The story stays on autopi-
lot until the very end.

Had “Killing Season” been written 
with a stronger structure, more plot 
points, and, most importantly, an end-
game in mind, maybe its heavy themes 
of war and guilt and religion would have 
resonated. As it stands, “Killing Sea-
son” doesn’t try hard enough to keep us 
interested after a solid beginning. All it 
can do is tread water and stall until the 
lights come up.

Killing Season is showing in theaters 
now.

B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  -  F I L M  R E V I E W

Killing Season effectively 
manipulates audience, 

then loses steam

low us to re-purpose and re-
configure space for the grow-
ing number of inpatients in 
our existing building,” said 
Hill.

But some residents aren’t 
ready to give up their his-
toric architecture for a big-
ger hospital facility.

“I understand their need 
to expand, but I wish it didn’t 
have to be at the expense of the 
community,” said Eighth Ave-
nue resident Ibby Sollors, who 
called the demolition of the 
buildings “devastating.”

The planned “Center for 
Community Health” build-
ing will include: 

• A surgery center with 
12 operating rooms, physi-
cian offices, an endoscopy 
suite with six special rooms, 
a cancer center, that will offer 
radiation oncology, chemo-
therapy and urgent care ser-
vices, and additional rooms 
for meeting space.

• A tunnel-like service 
road running through the 
building from Sixth Street 
onto Fifth Street.

• Three levels of under-
ground parking.

• A green roof over a lower 
portion of the structure in-
tended to benefit Fifth Street 
residents whose properties 
will abut the facility. An-

other green roof will be in-
stalled over the Fifth Street 
parking garage.

• A hospital-owned physi-
cian’s parking lot at the cor-
ner of Eighth Avenue and 
Sixth Street will be built on 
to accommodate the massive 
structure.

The facility will be con-
structed as if it were made 
of separate buildings with 
some portions ranging in 
different heights, said offi-
cials. The lowest level of the 
structure will be on the Fifth 
Street side, which is the back 
of the building.

Residents’ other concerns 
included the blockage of sun-
light from the taller build-
ing, environmental hazards, 
parking problems, the loose 
of the loss of historic build-
ings, and the relative ambi-
guity of the proposal —  cit-
ing previous meetings about 
the project held with little or 
no advance notice .

Hospital officials expect 
to present a building design 
by September. Hill said that 
the hospital wants to gar-
ner community input about 
the project by hosting pub-
lic meetings, and is accept-
ing comments and questions 
about the project via e-mail 
at build@nym.org.

Construction is expected 
to begin in late 2014 or early 
2015, said hospital officials. 
Once construction starts it 
will likely take three years 
to complete.

Some of the hospital-
owned buildings have ten-
ants, but Hill said those res-
idents have already been 
notified that they will need 
to move to nearby housing 
will cost equal to, or less than, 
what they are paying now.

Methodist’s proposed ex-
pansion comes at a time of 
crisis for Brooklyn hospi-
tals including  the proposed 
closure of the money-losing 
Long Island College Hospi-
tal in Cobble Hill .

Continued from page 1

METHODIST...

“People do not move to Park Slope for Methodist 
Hospital — they move here for the look and feel of 
the brownstones,” said longtime Fifth Street resi-
dent David Goodman.
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initial proposal, such as ban-
ning only six left turns in-
stead of eight, which was 
enough to win approval this 
time around. 

“We understand that 
maybe eight was too many,” 
said project manager Jesse 
Mintz-Roth. The city expects 
to implement the upgrades 
this summer. 

Left turns will no longer 
be allowed by Bay Ridge-
bound traffic at Dean Street, 
Third Street, Ninth Street 
and 14th Street. Downtown-
bound traffic will no longer 
be allowed to make left turns 
onto Eighth Street and 13th 
Street. The initial proposal 
had also banned turns onto 
Degraw and Butler streets. At 
those intersections, the short-
turning bays will become 
part of wider pedestrian is-
lands that will be marked by 
lane delineators.

Only the Downtown-
bound lanes from Carroll 
Street to Atlantic Avenue will 

retain the three-lane struc-
ture. The previous plan called 
for lane transition to start at 
Union Street. The two-block 
extension will allow the traf-
fic-heavy stretch to flow eas-
ier, said Mintz-Roth. 

At intersections keep-
ing the existing turn lanes, 
the medians will broaden 
from two feet to six feet, 
and the 11-foot cross walk 
median will expand to up 
to 19 feet. 

Many people applauded 
the new plan, but some res-
idents who opposed the left 
turn bans said they were fear-
ful that traffic would spill-
over onto narrower residen-
tial streets, such as Fifth 
Street and 10th Street, and 
that it would create more 
congestion from the Bar-
clays Center and other de-
velopments on the strip. 

“I really do think that part 
is a mistake,” said CB6 mem-
ber James Bernard of Park 
Slope, who voted against the 

both plans. “I just think we 
need to be able to make a 
left turn on Ninth Street and 
Third Street.” 

But Mintz-Roth said that 
residents will hardly noticed 
the impact from the left-turn 
bans. 

“We’re not projecting 
spillover onto parallel av-
enues,” he said. “All of 
the traffic will be distrib-
uted.” 

Transportation officials 
said that the new plan closely 
mirrors Sunset Park’s re-
cently redesigned Fourth 
Avenue traffic lanes from 
15th to 65th streets.

This isn’t the only stretch 
of Fourth Avenue up for a 
pedestrian-friendly make-
over.

In Bay Ridge,  Commu-
nity Board 10 voted to de-
lay the vote on the revamp 
until the fall  because some 
members opposed creating 
a concrete pedestrian me-
dian on the strip. 

Continued from page 1

FOURTH...

ADVERTISE IN THE LEGENDARY BROOKLYN PAPER. CALL US AT (718) 260-4552

By Shavana Abruzzo
The Brooklyn Paper

Adored Brooklyn activ-
ist Lydia “Buffy” Buffington, 
who helped seniors obtain af-
fordable housing and distributed 
toys to children during the holi-
days, died peacefully in her sleep 
at her Carroll Gardens home on 
July 3. She was 61.

The community liaison for 
the Gowanus Canal Commu-
nity Development Corporation 
had a heart condition, but she 
was in good spirits at a recent 
family picnic, according to rel-
atives. Buffington, a widow, was 
also seen out and about on Court 
Street — a commercial strip she 
helped to beautify with new trees 
and bright lights — a few days 

before her death.
“I was having breakfast with 

my husband at Le Petit Cafe, and 
Lydia was sitting at the next table 
with friends,” said Joan D’Amico, 
owner of D’Amico Foods on Court 
and Degraw streets. 

D’Amico said she and Buff-
ington sold raffle tickets at the 
annual Court Street fairs, where 
people made a beeline for the vi-
vacious woman with the infec-
tious smile.

“Lydia was larger than life,” 
she said. “She knew how to work 
a room.”

Fellow Court Street merchant 
Vincent Mazzone, of Mazzone 
Hardware at Fourth Place, recalled 
how Buffington enlivened Yule-
tide tree lightings at Carroll Park 
with gifts she bought herself.

“Lydia would come with boxes 
of nice items to give away to the 
children, and she refused to be 
reimbursed,” he said. “It made a 
big difference in the event.”

Smart as a whip and multi-lin-
gual, Buffington, a former me-
dia executive for JC Penney, also 
served on the economic, water-
front and housing committees of 
Community Board 6. But her fo-
cus, as the 17-year “heart and soul” 
of the Gowanus Canal Commu-
nity Development Corporation, 
was directing seniors to low-rent 
housing opportunities — often 
accompanying them to court ap-
pointments, said her boss.

“Lydia would offer hope to peo-
ple, and you could see the per-
son become encouraged, knowing 
they were in the hands of someone 

Lydia ‘Buffy’ Buffi ngton dies at 61
who cared,” said Bill Appel, the 
group’s executive director. 

Buffington’s own life wasn’t 
spared tragedy.

She was the youngest of seven 
siblings, whose parents buried two 
children before emigrating from 
Puerto Rico to the U.S. mainland 
when she was less than a year old. 
She took on her niece Ana Lydia 
and her nephew Carlos as her own 
after her sister Martha died in 
1993. Buffington’s husband Rick 
passed away in 2007.

Yet the hardships didn’t detract 
her from her work, which could 
become intense at times.

Buddy Scotto, of Scotto Fu-
neral Home on Court Street 
and First Place, where her wake 
was held, remembered a highly 
charged meeting a few years ago, 

when the community met to dis-
cuss a potential business improve-
ment district for the area. Land-
lords, who didn’t want to incur 
the extra expense, battled the idea 
— a fight Buffington found lit-
erally overwhelming, according 
to Scotto.

“Lydia actually fainted be-
cause she was so committed to 
the cause,” he said.

Lydia Buffington’s good works 
and generosity of spirit will live 
on in her beloved Carroll Gar-
dens, agreed close friends and 
associates.

Lydia Buffington was cre-
mated at Greenwood Cemetery, 
and her remains were brought to 
Long Island to rest alongside her 
late husband Rick Buffington. She 
is survived by her siblings Jan-
ice Treglia, and John and Berh-
man Castanon, in addition to six 
nieces and nephews, and eight 
great nieces and nephews.

Lydia “Buffy” Buffington, late community liaison for the 
Gowanus Canal Community Development Corporation.
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to go get a generator,” said Holly 
Fairall, co-chair of Friends of 
McGolrick Park, on Friday. “We 
are wasting so much time and 
energy and money fixing these 
messes rather than dealing with 
the problem so it does not keep 
happening.”

As if the arson wasn’t enough, 
the teens continued to terrorize the 

be used for public good,” said Antonio Reynoso, who is 
running for the 34th district city council seat. “I’m ex-
cited that they are making good use of this space.”

Two Trees chose  three groups to work together to build 
out the park — bike shop Ride Brooklyn, event promoter 
Bobby Redd and North Brooklyn Farms .

Redd manages the east end of the football field-sized 
lot, where he plans to host yoga, aerobics, and public 
events such as film festivals. 

“This is a great change for a space that used to be a 
parking lot,” said Brant Moeller, chief designer of Bobby 
Redd. “I’m happy to be able to help turn this into some-
thing that can be used by the whole community.”

The west side of the lot has become Brooklyn Bike Park, 
run by Jessica and Peter Kocher of Ride Brooklyn. That 
space includes a practice cycling space for young riders, be-
ginner and intermediate bike tracks, and a “pump track,” — 
a course set up with bumps, jumps, and berms. Volunteers 
from the New York City Mountain Bike Association will 
oversee the courses, and loaner bikes are available.

“There has never been a place in Brooklyn where peo-
ple could ride off-road and be unobstructed by traffic,” 
said Peter Kocher. “This is something the borough has 
needed for a long time.”

North Brooklyn Farms plans to host educational trips 
for school-aged children and will also hold “pick-your-
own” fruit and vegetable markets.

The operators’ year-long lease started Memorial Day 
weekend and could be extended, depending on how long 
it takes Two Trees to begin construction. Dave Lombino, 
director of special projects at Two Trees, said the com-
pany will most likely not be ready to break ground un-
til late 2014. He added that the company may offer other 
spaces on the sprawling development site as it tears down 
old Domino Sugar buildings. 

“We are planning four towers and we will not be able 
to build more than two at a time,” said Lombino. “There 
will be more opportunities.”

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
Licensed teachers
Optimal educational equipment
Exclusive outdoor facilities
Indoor Gym facilities

2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days
Spacious Classrooms
Enriched Curriculum
Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

Limited spaces still available for September

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

Live Music Every Saturday Night! 9:30PM - 2AM 

ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC NIGHT 
Beer - Wine - Drink Specials - Kitchen open until 1am - 

at The Moxie Spot Restaurant 
www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn 

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

Those changes were cheered by Squadron, who asked 
the agency for a full review of Brooklyn’s beloved Toon-
erville Trolley in hopes of improving service.

“Now G-train riders will be en route to much-needed 
relief that may one day lead to the G meaning great,” said 
Squadron. “These recommendations will allow the G train 
to keep pace with skyrocketing growth in Brooklyn.”

Members of Riders Alliance, a straphangers activist 
group, attended the Monday meeting to show their sup-
port for the changes. The group has spent the past sev-
eral months rallying and meeting with the MTA on how 
to improve service. 

“The trains come very infrequently, which is compounded 
by the fact that they are irregular,” said Alexis Saba, who 
lives of the Clinton-Washington stop in Crown Heights. “I 
am happy for these changes, because it means I will not 
longer have to leave my house half an hour early.”

On the train from Bar-
celona to Madrid 
near the end of our 

10-day trip to France and 
Spain, I asked my younger 
son, Oscar, what he’d liked 
best so far. 

“The black pool, it was 
the perfect temperature,” he 
said, nodding in agreement 
with himself. “Or that other 
pool, with the dogs.”

 We’d been to the Chateau 
of French philosopher Michel 
de Montaigne, stayed in the 
shadow of the castle where 
Da Vinci lived his last days, 
sat and napped at the base 
of the Eiffel Tower, swam in 
the Mediterranean Sea, wan-
dered Spanish architect Gau-
di’s Palau Guell, and still, the 
pools were the thing. 

“I would have said the 

high-definition TVs in the 
hotels,” he added. “But it was 
all in French or Spanish.”

I laughed. This is why I 
booked hotels with pools. 
And let the kids stay in the 
apartment in Barcelona and 
play computer games while 
the hubby and I pored over 
Picasso’s early work at the 
Museu de Picasso down the 
street. And why I allowed 
them to order familiar ham-
burgers and Cokes sometimes 
instead of the other delicious 
local fare we sampled.

 Like most of my parent-
ing experiences, travel with 
my kids is not exactly how 
I most-perfectly imagine it. 
They don’t always want to 
try the squid or discuss the 
finer details of the art at Cen-
tre Georges Pompidou.   

Turns out foie gras and 
un-identified fish tapas 
don’t float their boat. And 
it was super cool for them 
to climb on the thousand-
year-old walls of the me-
dieval La Cite of Carcas-
sone, but the pool and the 
unleashed beagle and black 
lab that roamed around it 
were more awesome.

I have to be so careful not 
to get too judgmental of my-
self or my kids for being who 
we are, even on foreign soil. 

We are somewhat set-in-our-
way American folk for whom 
speaking foreign language 
doesn’t come easy, after all. 
We are New Yorkers, even in 
the middle of France, search-
ing for places to tap into wifi 
as we impatiently wait for the 
bill. I might like to be oth-
erwise, and I do my best to 
say bonjour and hola, merci, 
and por favor, but I attempt 
to squash the “shoulds” that 
arise along the road.

 Yes, my kids “should” try 

every tapa, they “should” read 
with interest every brush-
stroke of the great masters, 
they “should” thank me and 
their father at every turn for 
this amazing opportunity to 
travel overseas. 

But then I remember why 
we went to Europe in the first 
place. We traveled here to 
soak in other cultures, to see 
super old stuff in real life, 
and to realize that everyone’s 
pretty much the same.

I didn’t go to Europe until 
I was 25. I had planned a big 
trip in middle school, as part of 
a social studies assignment. It 
was a 10-day itinerary, to ma-
jor sights such as London’s Big 
Ben, and that tower in Paris. 
A decade-plus later, I bought 
a ticket in to London to visit 
friends in both places. 

My kids are already way 
ahead, even just at home 
in Park Slope where their 
friends are from all across 
the globe. And I am bound 
and determined to make the 
whole world seem to them a 
nice and inviting place where 
they can feel free to roam, and 
to find faces that feel friendly 
and decidedly less foreign af-
ter just a few hours. 

After a day and a half in 
Barcelona, Eli turned his 
tanned, freckled face up to-
ward me as we walked back 
to our rented apartment down 
the cobblestone streets of El 
Born. 

“Spain feels really re-
laxed, kinda like New York,” 
he said.

I smiled. 
Mission accomplished. 

Lessons learned on a European tour
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Continued from page 1
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Continued from page 1

PARK... park after the fire. They came back 
on Wednesday and Thursday nights 
to tag more walls and pour more 
paint on the ground, and according 
to Fairall, a group of teens held a 
knife up to the throat of a dog who 
was walking through the park with 
its owner on Thursday night.

“The dog’s owner was livid,” 
said Fairall. “She spent all day 
in the police station.”

Det.Brian Sessa said the de-
partment is investigating the fire 
and the graffiti and plans to step 

up patrols in the park.
Fairall met with members of the 

NYPD as well as Assemblyman 
Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg) and 
Councilman Steve Levin  (D–Wil-
liamsburg) on Friday afternoon, 
and brainstormed for ideas on how 
to stop the onslaught — includ-
ing possibly closing the park at 
dusk instead of at 1 am.

“There is no reason people 
should be hanging out in the 
park at midnight just to cause 
trouble,” said Fairall.  

McGolrick Park in Greenpoint has been covered by graffiti in recent weeks. After vandals set fire to the park mainte-
nance building, they went back in, stole paint that was stored there and poured it all over the sidewalk.
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Thinking of Selling Your House?
To Advertise Call

718-260-2588
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LOCAL APPOINTMENTS 7 DAYS/WEEK 1111 MARCUS AVE, LAKE SUCCESS, NY
BROOKLYN, BRONX, STATEN ISLAND, NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA

We’re an Equal Housing Lender, Licensed Mortgage Banker—NYS Dept. of Financial Services. All rates, fees, terms
and guidelines are subject to change without notice. Not responsible for errors. NMLS ID#4904, NMLS ID#1324

800.826.2265
Mortgage Bankers

CALL 800.826.2265
7 DAYS A WEEK

JUMBOS UP TO $3 MILLION

 5/1 T-BILL* 2.250% 2.686%
  RATE APR

*12m T-Bill index 0.130% Margin is 2.50%. Mo pymts of $3.83/ 
 $1000 borrowed. Min 25% down. Payment could go up or down
 after 60th mo. Annual pymt adjustment.

 30-YEAR* 4.125% 4.333%
  RATE APR

*Monthly payments of $4.85 per $1000 borrowed. Min 25% down. 

POWER EXPRESS 
HAS IT ALL!
First time homebuyer 
programs, FHA Programs, 
Fannie Mae, Jumbo 
Purchases, Refi’s, Home 
improvement.

CALL FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION.

FANNIE MAE

 15-YEAR* 3.000% 3.352%
  RATE APR

*Monthly payments of $6.91 per $1000 borrowed. Min 5% down.

 30-YEAR* 4.000% 4.190%
  RATE APR

*Monthly payments of $4.78 per $1000 borrowed. Min 5% down.

SPECIAL SAVINGS

MO SAVES AGAIN!
Mention Mariano’s name and 

SAVE
$750

 on closing costs! 

“There’s only one place 
 to go for a mortgage 
 – POWER EXPRESS.
 Tell them Mo sent you.”  
  — Mariano Rivera 

Need a mortgage?




