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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s signed, sealed, and delivered!
Federal bigwigs finalized a contro-

versial plan to dredge and clean the 
fetid Gowanus Canal on Monday, mak-
ing it the law of the land despite the 
Bloomberg administration’s opposition 
to a major part of the half-billion-dol-
lar Superfund cleanup. 

Under the federal plan, the Environ-

mental Protection Agency will force the 
city to pay to stop  millions of gallons of 
raw sewage from polluting the water-
way  by building massive, $78-million 

underground holding tanks,  even though 
the city claims the project is completely 
unnecessary because poop is the least 
of the canal’s problems . The plan’s au-
thors make it clear that they think the 
city’s pleas are hogwash. 

“The tanks are essential,” said en-
vironmental agency regional admin-
istrator Judith Enck, who stood with 
officials alongside the banks of the wa-
terway to make the announcement on 

Canal plan, with giant sewage tanks, approved despite city dissent

SUPER SOAKERS

Walter Mudgan of the Environmental Protection Agency annouced 
the finalized Superfund cleanup plan for the fetid Gowanus Canal 
on Monday.
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Cleaning the
Gowanus

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Revamped plans for New York 
Methodist Hospital’s controver-
sial U-shaped medical building in 
Park Slope that hospital officials 
say blend in better with the his-
toric neighborhood and move the 
majority of its bulk off residen-
tial streets will still overwhelm 
the neighborhood with traffic 
and out-of-place architecture, 
claimed dozens of Slopers at a 
packed community board meet-
ing last Thursday night.

Hospital officials and their 
team of architects and develop-
ment consultants unveiled the re-
vised renderings of the structure at 
Community Board 6’s Landmark 
and Land-Use Committee meet-
ing on Thursday night and, de-
spite the building’s stylistic nods 
to the surrounding neighborhood 
of 19th-century townhouses, com-
munity members said the project 
is too huge to ever work.

Methodisaster?
Slopers: Hospital revamp still bad for nabe

“It is a Disneyland notion 
— there is no way to make this 
fit,” said Brad Zilbersher of Sixth 
Street, adding his concern that the 
facility will create a huge strain 
on the low-rise neighborhood’s 

infrastructure. “There’s no happy-
end result.”

The hospital still plans to tear 
down a slew of old buildings that 
it owns on Fifth Street, Eighth 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A stranger screaming ho-
mophobic slurs attacked a man 
walking his dogs on a Williams-
burg street early last Thursday 
morning, breaking his face, ac-
cording to the victim. 

David Jimenez, who lives 
around the block from the at-

tack, said he had just escorted 
some friends to catch a cab and 
was walking his dogs when he 
passed a group of men hanging 
out on the stoop of a building on 
S. Third Street between Bedford 
Avenue and Berry Street. 

“Someone started screaming, 
‘Hey you, f-----,” said Jimenez. 
“I turned around and gave him a 

look like, ‘What the hell?’ and the 
next thing I know the guy starts 
punching me in the face.”

Jimenez said he tried to de-
fend himself, but could not be-
cause he was struggling to hold 
on to his dogs’ leashes. 

The assailant broke Jimenez’s 
nose in four places and broke his 

Williamsburg man says he was targeted 

Gay hate attack

An angry, intoxicated man 
attacked David Jimenez 
after shouting anti-gay 
slurs at him, Jimenez says.
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A Park Slope resident confronts New York Methodist Hos-
pital honchos during a heated Community Board 6 meet-
ing last Thursday night.
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EPA: CLEANUP WILL BRING A JOB BOOM 
SEE PAGE 5

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Three and a half decades after 
the discovery of the Greenpoint 
oil spill, it’s payback time.

Officials are about to begin 
handing out $19.5 million in oil 
company money to Greenpoint 

community members with cre-
ative notions about how to gussy 
up a neighborhood that suffered 
through an oil spill that was three 
times the size of the Exxon Val-
dez disaster, but some residents 
worry that the biggest chunks 
of money will be reserved for 

well-connected companies, leav-
ing crumbs for everyday envi-
ronmentalists with innovative 
ideas.

“A lot of people are skeptical 
or concerned about who is go-
ing to get the money, whether 

Windfall for G’point
Big Oil hands out $19-million for cleanup

Oil giants are sucking sludge 
out of Newtown Creek and 
the Greenpoint ground, but 
locals will soon get a chance 
to take their own environ-
mental measures.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Can you e-mail me now?
The city is bringing free 

wireless internet to busy com-
mercial areas around Brook-
lyn and throughout the five 
boroughs with the hope that 
boosting wifi signals will help 
maintain New York’s winning 
edge. 

“If New York City is going 
to remain competitive in the 

global economy, we must find 
ways to support the entrepre-
neurs who are driving techno-
logical advances and creating 
jobs,” Mayor Bloomberg said, 
announcing the initiative from 
The Brooklyn Paper’s building 
at One MetroTech Center.

The plan calls for establish-
ing the service Downtown, 
around the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music, and on Brownsville’s 
main commercial strip. The 

outgoing mayor seems to want 
tech start-up whiz kids to be 
able to video-conference while 
sitting on sidewalk benches, 
overlooking the fact that most 
tech start-up whiz kids, like 
more than half of Americans, 
already have internet-enabled 
smartphones. But regardless of 
whether the $4.3-million initia-
tive will make the next Face-
book grow in Brooklyn, some 

Brooklyn unplugged
Three nabes all set to get free public wifi 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Another Williamsburg arts mecca 
is packing up and saying goodbye to 
the nabe. 

Triskelion Arts, a dance studio and 
production company, has signed a lease 
for a space in Greenpoint because, man-
agement says, Williamsburg rents are 
too out-of-control to allow for any kind 
of future there.

“Williamsburg is pretty shaky right 
now for small dogs like us,” said exec-
utive director Abby Bender. “We want 
more autonomy and more stability.”

The 13-year-old studio has a lease 
for the summer of 2014 at 106 Calyer 

Dance studio priced out of W’burg
Triskelion Arts, which opened in 2000, will jeté to Greenpoint next year

Some dancers who frequent Triskelion Arts say they are happy to 
follow the center to Greenpoint.
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St., between Banker Street and Clif-
ford Place. The space will be smaller 
and the rent will be similar — Bender 
declined to say how much — but the 
studio will be in control of the entire 
building, as opposed to its current digs, 
where it shares part of a floor in the 
four-story former Brooklyn Brewery 
building. Bender said she was happy 
about the new level of control the stu-
dio will have and the fact that the new 
space is owned by a local couple, rather 
than a large real estate company. 

The new center will have twice as 
many bathrooms for what its website 
says are thousands of dancers who rent 

Bric Arts President Leslie G. Schultz, the president of Bric Arts, 
stands in front an exhibition in the organization’s new home in the 
renovated Strand Theater.
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CLOSE TO ART

Any questions?
Artist Monica Jahan Bose takes questions by text message about 
her performance at the 2013 Dumbo Art Festival, in which she 
unwrapped herself from 216-foot sari.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

An old theater has gotten a 21st-
century makeover.

The roaring 1920s-era Strand The-
ater on Fulton Street in Dumbo be-
gan its new life as an arts and media 

center today and its new operators, 
Bric Arts, a community arts organi-
zation and UrbanGlass, a glass art 
group, let us have an early peek in-
side the stunning new venue that they 
say was a long time coming.

Arts group unveils big new space

NYU Poly students enjoy time on their laptops and 
smartphones outside at MetroTech Center.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Letitia “Tish” James won 
the Democratic public advo-
cate run-off on Wednesday 
night, in all likelihood launch-
ing her from Fort Greene’s 
three-term councilwoman to 
a heartbeat away from the may-
or’s office.

James garnered about 60 

percent of the vote, hand-
ily beating state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron for the Democratic 
nomination which, because 
no Republican is running, al-
most assures her the seat and 
likely makes her the first Afri-
can-American woman to hold 
a citywide political office. At 
the moment her win was as-
sured, James brandished the 

same populist rhetoric that de-
fined her campaign and her ten-
ure as councilwoman.

“There’s so much more work 
to do because the next genera-
tion of New Yorkers are at risk 
of losing the opportunities that 
allowed us to make it in this 
city,” James told a crowd of 
supporters at her victory party 
on the roof of Manhattan’s Co-

pacabana Club.
The run-off race saw its 

share of  mud-slinging , but 
Squadron and James held simi-
lar stances on many issues and 
the contest was the only thing 
on the ballot, which may ex-
plain why only 187,877 New 
Yorkers turned out to vote, 
though pundits had predicted 

Tish ‘wins’ public advocate
Beats Squadron in Dem. run-off and won’t face a Republican

Letitia James
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See CANAL  on page 5

See HOSPITAL  on page 11

See ATTACK  on page 4

See OIL  on page 12

See DANCE  on page 6

See WIFI  on page 6See BRIC  on page 6

See JAMES  on page 4
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World-Class Care
{ in your neighborhood }

To fi nd the right NYU Langone specialist for you, call (888) 7-NYU-MED or visit NYULMC.org/brooklyn

NYU Langone Medical Center’s world-class medical expertise is more accessible than ever. 
With Levit Medical joining our community, we now have ten Brooklyn locations where our experts 
provide some of the best medical care in New York. And, as part of the NYU Langone family, our 

Brooklyn patients have access to everything we have to offer: world-class clinical programs, state-of-the-art 
technology, and cutting-edge treatments. From routine checkups to specialized imaging or outpatient surgery, 

whether you’re at home or at work, we’re here to take care of you.

1a

6

2a

2b

1b

1c

5b
5a

3,4

1  NYU Langone Levit Medical 
a. 1220 Avenue P        Midwood

b. 1902 86th Street        Bensonhurst

c. 9708 Seaview Avenue        Canarsie

2  NYU Langone at Williamsburg 
a. 101 Broadway        Williamsburg

b. 2044 Ocean Avenue        Midwood

3   NYU Langone Brooklyn Endoscopy & 
Ambulatory Surgery Center
1630 East 14th Street        Midwood

4  NYU Langone Brooklyn 
Gastroenterology Associates
1630 East 14th Street        Midwood

5   NYU Langone Cardiology Associates - 
Brooklyn
a. 372 Avenue U        Gravesend

b. 2350 Ocean Avenue        Sheepshead Bay

6  NYU Langone Radiology -  
Premier Imaging 
348 13th Street        Park Slope
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Mount Sinai board certifi ed physicians
Whether you have an urgent medical need or are looking 
for a high-quality primary care physician, Mount Sinai 
board certified physicians are available in Brooklyn 
Heights to deliver personalized and coordinated health 
care services, focusing on the wellness of the each 
individual patient. Good health starts here.

Primary Care
Call to make an appointment

Urgent Care Hours
Monday–Friday | 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday–Sunday | 9 am to 5 pm

No appointments needed for 
Urgent Care

Many insurance plans accepted

300 Cadman Plaza West 
17th and 18th Floors 
Brooklyn, NY

929-210-6000
www.mountsinai.org/
brooklyn-heights

Urgent Care & 
Primary Care
in Brooklyn Heights

   

From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without 

express written permission is prohibited.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark 

Recently, a bank announced that they’re shutting their doors to their small and mid-sized business customers. At Flushing Bank, we focus 
on creating long-lasting relationships with the businesses in the neighborhoods and local communities we serve.  

We are a local community bank that provides businesses with the expertise, products and business banking solutions they need and 
deserve, and we‘re ready to provide them to you today. As a Flushing Bank business customer, you will quickly learn that we’re small 
enough to know you, yet large enough to help you.

For more information, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or go to www.FlushingBank.com. Don’t forget to  
ask about our Free Business Checking Nexus7 32GB tablet offer.

Is your bank closing your business account?

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

What a relief!
Brand-new bathrooms 

opened last Wednesday 
at Prospect Park’s Parade 
Grounds, a sports haven at 
the southern end of Brook-
lyn’s backyard. 

The centrally located, 
$667,000 comfort station was 
installed because all that Ga-
torade had to go somewhere, 
park officials said. 

“Building a comfort sta-
tion may not be the most 
glamorous project, but it is 
a critical one, especially now 
that the Parade Ground is so 
heavily used by thousands 
of Brooklynites,” said Emily 
Lloyd, president of the Pros-
pect Park Alliance, which 
manages the park. 

Cause for relief! 
New bathrooms debut at Parade Grounds

Before the renovation, 
the 30-square-block park 
bounded by Coney Island Av-
enue, Parade Place, Parkside 
Avenue, and Caton Avenue 
only contained two places to 
answer nature’s call. The re-
sult was long lines and cre-
ative solutions for full-blad-
dered athletes using the 
tennis courts and 11 fields, 
including ones for soccer, 
basketball, baseball, foot-
ball, and volleyball.

The new permanent potty 
sits next to  the concession 
stand just off of Parkside Ave-
nue and comes equipped with 
three women’s stalls and one 
stall and two urinals for men. 
The project was funded by a 
combination of city and state 
funds and its opening was 
marked with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony.

Since 1998, the Pros-
pect Park Alliance has in-
vested more than $20 mil-
lion to restore and renovate 
the Parade Ground’s fields 
and bathrooms, according to 
park officials.

From left, officials including Assemblyman Jim 
Brennan, Prospect Park Alliance president Emily 
Lloyd, Assemblywoman Rhoda Jacobs, Communi-
ty Board 14 chairman Alvin Berk, Councilman Ma-
thieu Eugene, 44th District Leader Jacob Gold, and 
Sen. Eric Adams cut the ribbon on the new comfort 
station at Prospect Park’s Parade Grounds.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Every Republican was see-
ing red at the Brooklyn GOP 
convention on Sept. 30, as 
a faction led by state Sen. 
Marty Golden tried — and 
failed — to boot party chair-
man Craig Eaton.

The power struggle be-
gan with arcane parliamen-
tary maneuvering, but ended 
with a raucous exchange of 
epithets and accusations of 
mob rule and brainwash-
ing.

“It’s a lynch mob here!” 
Eaton yelled over the noise 
of audience members chant-
ing “Sham!” after his allies 
tossed out nearly three hun-
dred votes against the six-
and-a-half-year incum-
bent.

Golden (R–Bay Ridge) 
and his supporters wanted to 
replace Eaton with  Timothy 
Cochrane — a former Con-
servative Party congressio-
nal candidate for Bay Ridge, 
Bensonhurst and Staten Is-
land  — claiming that Eaton 
had failed to enlarge the Re-
publican base or challenge 
long-sitting Democratic 
electeds. 

To unseat Eaton, Golden 
brought 565 “proxies” — 
signed affidavits from ex-
ecutive committee members 
not present at the convention 
allowing him to vote in their 

THE RAUCOUS CAUCUS
Golden and Eaton collide at Brooklyn GOP convention

stead. But the party’s creden-
tials committee — a four-
person body appointed by 
Eaton to decide the legiti-
macy of proxies — threw 
out 295 of the affidavits be-
fore they could be counted, 
arguing that they were in-
valid because Golden had col-
lected them before the con-
vention was officially called 
on Sept. 24. 

Things got nasty when 
Golden stood up to protest 
the maneuver.

“You’re not in charge 
here!” said credentials com-
mittee head Gene Berardelli. 
“Stop acting like you’re in 
charge and be seated!” 

But Golden, Cochrane, 
and their backers continued to 

shout motions for all the prox-
ies to be counted — motions 
dismissed by GOP strategist 
Gerry O’Brien, who acted 
as temporary chairman dur-
ing the convention. Chants of 
“sham!” broke out in the audi-
ence several more times, and 
one Cochrane supporter was 
ejected from the room.

All this happened before 
Eaton made his pitch for re-
election, arguing the he de-
served another two-year term 
for making inroads into deep-
blue Brooklyn, with  the elec-
tion of Bob Turner to Con-
gress  and  David Storobin to 
state Senate,  in special refer-
endums in 2011 and 2012, re-
spectively. But the heckling 
continued unabated.

“You are a nasty son of a 
b----!” shouted Glenn Nocera 
at the incumbent. Eaton sev-
ered the Kings County Re-
publican Party’s 131-year-old 
relationship with Nocera’s 
group, the Brooklyn Young 
Republican club, in 2011 and 
 formed the rival Brooklyn 
Young Republicans Club .

Eaton fired back by calling 
the crowd a group of thugs 
trying to enforce Golden’s 
will on the party.

“I’m not going to take di-
rection from a state Senator 
about how I run the party,” 
said Eaton. “I’m not going to 
take direction from a state 
Senator about what candi-
dates I’m going to run.”

Cochrane made his own 
speech, vowing greater out-
reach to Brooklyn’s growing 
Chinese, Caribbean, and Ha-
sidic communities. The aspir-
ing Republican boss said the 
party would die out without 
registering new members.

“We need to increase the 
Republican rolls, or we’re 
doomed,” said Cochrane.

Voters in the room backed 
Cochrane over Eaton 66–20. 
But Eaton had 420 proxy 
votes with him — which 
trumped the 270 Golden 
was left with after the cre-
dentials committee’s deci-
sion, for a final tally of 440 
votes for Eaton against 336 
for Cochrane.

State Sen. Marty Golden backed former Congres-
sional candidate Tim Cochrane over his former ally 
Craig Eaton.
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eye socket, Jimenez said. 
A good Samaritan called 

911 and, when police arrived, 
pointed out the suspect who 
Jimenez said had not both-
ered to leave.

Police say they arrested a 
35-year-old man for the at-
tack and charged him with 
assault, criminal possession 

of a controlled substance, 
and resisting arrest. 

Jimenez, 40, said he hopes 
Kings County prosecutors 
will file hate crime charges 
against his attacker. 

“I hope the police will 
take this case seriously,” he 
said, adding that he needs 
witnesses to step forward 
and testify about the fright-

www.nym.org

We fixed that.

“Because of my 
diabetes I was 
getting blisters 
and wounds on 
my feet.”
Today, doctors can speed wound recovery
by dramatically increasing blood oxygen 
levels using hyperbaric oxygen therapy.
Using this technology as well as other
treatments, the team at New York
Methodist Hospital’s Wound Care and Hy-
perbaric Center can help save the limbs of
people with diabetes, and promote heal-
ing of many other types of wounds.  

Diabetes Education & Resource Center
263 Seventh Ave, Brooklyn
718-246-8603

Wound Care and Hyperbaric Center
One Prospect Park West, Brooklyn
718-622-2608

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

Renewable energy sources reduce our 
dependence on fossil fuels.
Waste Management is a renewable energy provider, 
producing more than twice the amount of renewable 
electricity than the entire US solar industry.

By 2020, we expect to double that output, creating 
enough power for more than two million homes, 
through advanced technologies that convert waste to 
clean, green energy.

©2013 Waste Management, Inc.

ening assault.
The number of incidents 

being investigated by police 
as anti-gay hate crimes  re-
portedly  spiked this year. 
This summer, cops inves-
tigated  two apparently anti-
gay attacks   in Williamsburg  
as possible hate crimes. In 
Manhattan, a man was shot 
dead by someone who po-
lice say shouted homopho-
bic slurs in the moments 
prior.

Continued from page 1

ATTACK...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Police arrested a man who 
they say stole hot plates, 
80 custom signs, 10 wood 
crates, a fire extinguisher, 
and more, from a food ven-
dor at the Dumbo Arts Fes-
tival on Plymouth Street on 
Sept. 28.

The crook took his sto-
len goods — in addition to 
a garbage can, two extension 
cords, two cooking pots, two 
cooking lids, two LED lights, 
a wood-cutting bowl, and an 
emergency medical kit — in 
a cab at 5:34 am near Wash-
ington Street, cops said.

Running shoes      
A woman was cuffed 

for stealing sneakers and 
a handbag, from a Fulton 
Street store on Sept. 25, po-
lice said. 

An employee caught the 
thief at the business near Lit-
tle Street at 11:30 am, accord-
ing to reports.

Borough maul
A man spit in a woman’s 

face, grabbed her by the back 
of the neck, and slammed her 
to the concrete floor of the 
Borough Hall subway station 
on Sept. 23, police said.

The incident, which oc-
curred at 5:45 pm, required 
that the victim be treated at 
a local hospital, cops said.

 — Jaime Lutz

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Ride-by 
A quick-handed thief 

snatched a woman’s 
iPhone out of her hand while 
she was on Fifth Avenue on 
Sept. 23, police said. 

The 30-year-old woman 
told police that she was stroll-
ing near Sterling Place at 5 
pm when the teenage crook 
grabbed her cellular device 
and fled southbound on War-
ren Street on a bicycle. 

Bathroom break
A crook stole a woman’s 

pocketbook while she was 

Cops: Suspect steals 80 signs, trash can, more
working inside a Fourth Av-
enue laundromat on Sept. 27, 
cops said. 

The 29-year-old employee 
told cops that she went to the 
bathroom inside her place of 
work between Butler Street 
and Saint Johns Place at noon 
and when she came out one 
minute later she discovered 
that her bag — containing 
her credit and debit cards, 
$160, keys, cellphone, and 
wallet — was missing. 

The perp tried to make 
purchases on her debit 
card, according to a police 
report. 

Sly heist 
A sneaky bandit slipped 

a woman’s wallet out of her 
bag while she was inside a 
Seventh Avenue bar on Sept. 
28, cops said.

The 26-year-old victim 
told police that she placed her 
purse under the table inside 
the bar between Carroll Street 
and Garfield Place at mid-
night to get some water. She 
returned about a half hour 
later to find her brown leather 
wallet — holding her debit 
and credit cards, identifica-
tion, $20, and MetroCard — 
missing. 

The perp tried purchasing 
a MetroCard with the vic-
tim’s credit card, according 
to a police report. 

Ransacked
A crook burglarized a 

man’s Eighth Avenue apart-
ment and made off with more 
than $4,000 worth of wares 
on Sept. 26, cops said.

The 31-year-old victim 
told cops he left his abode 
between Third and Fourth 
streets for work at 9 am and 
when he returned about nine 
hours later his front door and 
back window was open and 
his belongings were thrown 
all over the floor. 

The thief got away with 
the man’s laptop, road bike, 
beard trimmer, and a bunch 
of pricey jewelry. 

Deep sleep 
A burglar broke into a 

woman’s Eighth Avenue 
apartment and stole some 
items on Sept. 26 — while 
she was lying in her bed, 
cops said.

The 44-year-old woman 
told police that the thief got 
into the residence between 
Second and Third streets 
through an unlocked side 
door at around 10 am and 
got away with $50, her driv-
er’s license, and credit and 
debit cards. 

Lights out 

A thief looted the brake 
lights and some other items 
from inside a van that was 
parked on Flatbush Ave-
nue on Sept. 22, according 
to cops. 

The 31-year-old victim 
told police that he parked 
the blue Ford on the street 
near Washington Avenue 
at 2 pm. He came back two 
hours later and discovered 
the taillights missing and a 
bunch of construction tools 
gone from the vehicle, ac-
cording to cops. 

Wide open 
A perp got into a man’s 

Saint Marks Place apartment 
and stole his MacBook on 
Sept. 22, cops said. 

The 42-year-old man told 
cops that he left his apartment 
between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues to go to a nearby chain 
coffee shop to use the free 
internet at 7:30 pm. When he 
returned less than an hour 
later he found out a thief got 
into the apartment through 
an open window and made 
off with his laptop and lap-
top bag, cops said. 

— Natalie Musumeci

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Red (left) hook
A man was cuffed for 

punching and kicking another 
man on Sept. 28 on Hamil-
ton Avenue, cops said.

The assault — which in-
volved three unapprehended 
others — occurred at 10:10 
am near Smith Street, po-
lice said.

Purse slips
Police arrested a woman 

who they say took $300 out 
of someone else’s purse and 
put it into her own on Sept. 
13 on Seabring Street.

The theft happened in 
a business near Columbia 
Street and was captured on 
surveillance footage at 8 pm, 
cops reported.

— Jaime Lutz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Squeaky clean
A burglar busted into an 

11th Avenue shop on Sept. 
27 and ripped off the regis-

ter and automatic teller ma-
chine — then doused both in 
bleach, police said.

The store owner said he 
closed his business near the 
corner of 65th Street at 9 pm 
and returned the next day at 
9 am. When he got there, he 
found the till and money dis-
penser emptied out — and 
both reeking of chlorine.

Cutting-edge
A crook invaded an 11th 

Avenue bodega and stole 
$1,000 from inside some-
time overnight on Sept. 24, 
according to cops.

The victim told police he 
shut his shop between 63rd 
and 64th streets at 8:30 pm 
and pulled the front security 
gate down. When he came 
back at 7:30 am the next day, 
he discovered the bars on the 
safety shutter cut, the glass 
door smashed — and money 
missing from the register in-
side, cops said.

Peek-a-boo
Three thugs holding their 

hands over their faces jumped 
a woman on 63rd Street on 
Sept. 24, police state.

The victim reported she 
was walking between Eighth 
and Ninth avenues at 12:30 
am when a silver minivan 
pulled up alongside her. The 
trio jumped out, hiding their 
identities behind their palms, 
cops said. 

The threesome threw the 
woman to the ground, and 
took her iPhone and $1,000 in 
cash, but the crooks dropped 
the money a few feet away, 
but held onto the phone, 
cops said.

Tireless
A lowlife jacked the tires 

and rims from a car parked 
on 88th Street on Sept. 25, 
cops said.

The victim said he parked 
his vehicle between Colonial 
Road and Ridge Boulevard at 
11 pm. When he came back 
the following day at 8:45 am, 
he found his passenger-side 
window smashed — and his 
rubber treads and flashy hub-
cap covers gone.

Nightmare
Thieves looted two apart-

ments in a 64th Street build-
ing on Sept. 25, authorities 
alleged.

One victim said she left 
her home between 10th and 
11th avenues at 11:20 am to go 
to lunch. At 1:36 pm, she got 
a phone call from her alarm 
system provider — but dis-
regarded it because she did 
not recognize the number. 
When she got back at 3 pm, 
she found the door to her pad 
open, her dresser drawers in 
disarray — and three jewelry 
boxes containing two pairs 
of earrings, a bracelet, and 
four necklaces missing. 

The other victim said he 
took off for work at 6:30 am, 
and got a call from his neigh-
bor about the raid in the build-
ing. When he got home at 5:55 
pm, he found the door to his 
home pried open, and his liv-

ing room ransacked — with 
his laptop, bracelet, necklace, 
and watch all stolen.  
 — Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Not that way
A robber with a gun stole 

an iPad mini from a guy who 
was using it to look for di-
rections on Humboldt Street 
on Sept. 23.

The victim told police that 
he was on Skillman Avenue 
walking to his friend’s apart-
ment at 3:40 am and took out 
his tablet to double-check 
how to get to his destina-
tion. Right at that moment, 
a guy walked up to him and 
put a shiny silver gun to his 
head, the guy said.

“Drop all your s---, give 
me your money and run” 
said the robber supposedly 
said. 

The victim dropped his 
iPad, iPhone, credit cards, 
checks, and wallet. He called 
police who later traced the 
phone to Coney Island, but 
did not recover the phone and 
made no arrests, according 
to cops. 

Wrestle-mania
A pair of thugs pushed 

a guy onto the ground and 
stole his backpack on Rich-
ardson Street on Sept. 23, 
cops said. 

The victim told police he 
was near N. Henry Street at 
9:40 pm on his way home 
from work when two guys 
suddenly wrestled him to 
the ground.

“Don’t move,” one of them 
supposedly said. “Give me 
everything.” 

They pulled his backpack 
off of his back and ran away, 
according to police.

Stop and frisk
Two men pretending to be 

cops stopped and frisked a 
couple on N. 11th Street on 
Sept. 26, cops said. 

The victim told police that 
he and his girlfriend were 
standing in front of a house 
between Kent and Wythe av-
enues at 3 am when two guys 
jumped out of a tan mini-
van and told them to get up 
against the wall. The would-
be cops went through the vic-
tims’ pockets and took the 
man’s business cards and 
$100 in cash, along with 
the woman’s passport, bag, 
phone, and credit card, ac-
tual cops said. Although the 
pair said they were cops, nei-
ther of them ever showed a 
shield and there were no ra-
dios visible, according to ac-
tual cops. 

Street fight 
A guy tried to break up 

a fight on Kent Avenue on 
Sept. 24 and got slashed in 
the face for his troubles, 
cops said.

The victim told police he 
saw two acquaintances fight-
ing at the corner of N. Ninth 
Street at 9:15 pm and when 
he tried to pull the two apart, 
one of them pulled out a knife 
and slashed the good Samar-
itan across the left side of his 
face., cops said 

The victim told police he 
knows his attacker and where 
he works, but police have not 

yet arrested him.

Glass gash
A woman was injured dur-

ing a massive brawl outside 
a N. Sixth Street nightclub 
on Sept. 29, cops said.

The woman was outside 
the club between Berry Street 
and Bedford Avenue at 1:35 
am when a large group of peo-
ple started to fight and some-
one threw a piece of glass 
and it struck the woman in 
the leg, cutting her, accord-
ing to cops. 

It is not clear whether 
the woman was involved in 
the fight. but police said the 
woman was taken to Wood-
hull Hospital and have not ar-
rested anyone in the case.

Bad guest
A guy who stayed with 

a friend on Russell Street 
on Sept. 14 was not happy 
about getting kicked out — 
and broke back into the house 
and slept on the couch, said 
police who arrested him.

The 50-year-old woman 
who lives at the house be-
tween Engert and Meeker Av-
enue told police that she al-
lowed her friend to stay in the 
apartment for one night.

The next day she kept ask-
ing him to leave but he re-
peatedly refused. At 7 pm, 
the man finally left the apart-
ment and the woman went to 
bed at 11:30 pm. When she 
woke up at 3:30 am on Sept. 
16, she told police her win-
dow was smashed and the 
55-year-old man was asleep 
on her couch. 

The woman told police 
that the man had also threat-
ened to get the woman fired, 
and pushed her to the ground. 
He was arrested and charged 
with burglary.  

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Road rager
Cops cuffed a guy who 

they say attacked another 
guy’s car with a tire iron on 
Grand Street on Sept. 30. 

The victim told police that 
he was stopped at the corner 
of Havemeyer Street at 5:45 
pm when the angry assail-
ant in front of him got out of 
his car, pulled a tire iron out 
of his trunk, and start bash-
ing the car. 

Police charged the man, 
who allegedly caused more 
than $700 in damages, with 
menacing, criminal mischief 
and harassment. 

Smash and grab
Cops collared a guy who 

they said broke into a 2005 
Pontiac parked on Wilson 
Street on Sept. 29. 

The brother of the victim 
told police that he heard the 
alleged thief smash the glass 
to the car, which was parked 
near Kent Avenue, at 5:15 am. 
He then he saw the suspect 
pull his brother’s property 
— including a charity box, 
credit card, electric sign and 
compact disc holder — out 
of the car, police reported. 
The thief then smashed the 
electric sign on the ground, 
and the brother ran down-
stairs and grabbed the rest 
of the goods out of the sus-
pect’s hand, cops said.  
 — Danielle Furfaro

as few as 100,000 would 
turn out.

At the decisive hour, 
Squadron, who will main-
tain his position as state sen-
ator, was able to muster some 
kind words for his victori-
ous foe.

“I know that Tish will 
be their great advocate for 
New Yorkers across the city,” 
Squadron said in an e-mailed 
statement. “Although we did 
not win tonight, I will keep on 
doing what I’ve always done 
in public office — fighting 
for New Yorkers and a city 
I truly love.”

James is a former Legal 
Aid lawyer who, as a coun-
cilwoman, opposed the threat 
of eminent domain to seize 
property by proponents of the 
Atlantic Yards development, 
fought Mayor Bloomberg’s 
term limit extension, and cam-
paigned against racial profil-
ing by police. But not all of her 
initiatives have been so politi-
cal. In 2010 James  sued a day 
laborer  after she cut her shin 
walking into the trailer hitch 
on his parked truck. 

The public advocate is 
supposed to serve as ombuds-
man for the city, though what 
duties that entails is some-
what undefined. The office 
has been in the spotlight over 
the past year as current public 
advocate Bill DeBlasio has 
used his position as a launch-
ing pad for his mayoral cam-
paign and clinched the Dem-
ocratic nomination going into 
November’s general election. 

Advertise in the legendary BROOKLYN PAPER.
Call us at (718) 260–4552

Continued from page 4

JAMES... And though the public ad-
vocate’s powers have been 
steadily limited over the past 
two decades, the officer still 
appoints city planning and 
budget officials and is the 
second in command if some-
thing takes the mayor out of 
commission.

The low turnout run-off 
election cost the city $13-mil-
lion to facilitate, prompting 
some politicians to call for  in-
stant runoff voting , in which 
voters rank their candidates 
in order of preference.
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Recognized internationally as a pioneer in robotic surgery 

for prostate cancer, Dr. Samadi brings an innovative 

approach to the treatment of prostate cancer, prostate 

health and men’s health at North Shore-LIJ Health 

System’s Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.

As part of the health system, Dr. Samadi and his patients 

have access to our award-winning resources and facilities.

For an appointment, 
call (212) 365-5000.

Learn more about Dr. Samadi and 

Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.

Visit lenoxhillhospital.org/roboticoncology.

485 Madison Avenue, 21st Floor
New York, New York 10022

NOW IS THE TIME TO OWN YOUR OWN HOME
SONYMA - State of New York Mortgage Agency

Homeownership Town Hall Event

YOU’RE INVITED!
Saturday, October 12th

11 am - 3 pm
Hosted by Tabernacle of Praise Cathedral

Held at New Hope Academy Charter School/Nazareth Regional High School
475 East 57th Street, Brooklyn

(Entrance on Avenue D b/w E 57th and E 58th)

Bring your family and friends to Welcome Home, New York!

SONYMA, WBLS & WLIB Present:
• Learn how to become a first-time homeowner

• FREE workshops about current homeownership programs

• Enjoy contests, music and giveaways!

Please Register @
www.sonyma.org

State of New York Mortgage Agency

Monday. “We included this 
in the [final plan] because it 
doesn’t make sense to dredge 
the contaminated sediment 
and then have recontami-
nation.”

The two gigantic tanks — 
one holding as much as eight-
million gallons and the other 
holding as much as four — 
are to be buried alongside the 
canal to catch the storm wa-
ter and untreated toilet slop 
that spews into the waterway 
during heavy rains. 

Combatting sewage over-
flow was not the initial fo-
cus of the Superfund plan. 
The feds originally targeted 
the crud at the bottom of the 
canal for dredging because 
it was known to be loaded 
with dozens of dangerous 
contaminants, including 
heavy metals such as mer-
cury, lead, copper, and other 
chemicals. But when inves-
tigators found gasoline, die-
sel, and coal tar residues in 
the water, they added the 
tanks to the initial plan, 
which already called for 
digging up 10 feet of the 
canal-bed muck and cover-
ing it with sand, clay, and 
gravel to keep the remain-
ing poisons in.

The finalized Superfund 
plan is a formal decree by the 
federal government, but offi-
cials with the city who oppose 
paying for the tanks say they 
still see room for the feds to 
change their minds.

“It is our hope that the 
[Environmental Protection 

Agency] will ultimately con-
clude that building two large 
tanks is unnecessary to re-
mediate the canal, and not 
in the best interests of New 
Yorkers, who will foot the 
bill,” said Department of En-
vironmental Protection Com-
missioner Carter Strickland, 
responding to Monday’s an-
nouncement.

The city department re-
sponded to the Decem-
ber 2012 proposal of the 
tanks by saying that it has 
a $200-million  grab bag of  
 cleanup projects  on tap that 
will clean the water enough 
that it will not need the tanks 
to end the scourge of the 
brown tide.

The response of federal 
officials has always been a 
firm no and, though they say 
that sewage is not the primary 
form of pollution on the foul 
canal, they concluded that it 
is damaging enough to un-do 
their clean-up and said that 
the city’s measures are tis-
sues on a situation that calls 
for a diaper.

The only aspect of the plan 
that is now up for discussion, 
the federal agency says, is the 
placement of both tanks.

The feds are still con-
sidering burying  one of the 
tanks  beneath Gowanus’s 
Thomas Green Playground 
and Douglass-Degraw Pool, 
which  sparked outcry among 
neighbors . Superfund proj-
ect manager Christos Tsia-
mis said that if the tank is 
placed underneath the park, 
the feds will work with the 

city to provide an alternative 
for those left without a place 
to play during the years-long 
construction. 

The finalized clean-up 
plan, which was overwhelm-
ingly cheered by locals, ac-
tivists, and elected officials 
on Monday, is the result of 
years of community input and 
more than 1,800 formal com-
ments that neighbors submit-
ted after the federal agency 
released a final draft in De-
cember 2012. 

In the final plan, the fed-
eral agency nixed its initial 
plan of storing de-contam-
inated sludge dredged from 
the Gowanus Canal on the 
Red Hook waterfront — 
a proposal that some Red 
Hookers  vigorously op-
posed . 

“We’re most appreciative 
of the fact that the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
listened to the community,” 
said John McGettrick, co-
chair of the Red Hook Civic 
Association. “This is a 
win for the entire commu-
nity.”

Along with the city, which 
the federal agency singles out 
as one of the biggest pollut-
ers of the canal, the feds have 
tapped three dozen pollut-
ers and owners of historically 
polluting sites to foot the bill 
for the cleanup, including en-
ergy giant National Grid, Con 
Edison, and Verizon. 

The $506-million clean-
up, which is expected to start 
in either 2016 or 2017 after a 
design phase is completed, 
will address the worst con-
tamination of the man-made 
waterway that comes from 
its 150-year history as a ma-

jor industrial transportation 
route for manufactured gas 
plants, paper mills, tanner-
ies, and other chemical plants 
that operated along its banks, 
according to agency officials. 
In their rosiest projection of 
the cleanup, officials say that 
water will still only be three-
quarters of the way purified, 
meaning that Brooklynites 
still will not be able to swim 
or eat fish out of the water-
way any time in the foresee-
able future.

The state’s Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
will oversee the cleanup of 
polluted plots of land where 
three gas plants once stood 
along the canal, using money 
from National Grid. 

Agency officials say that 
once the cleanup starts, it will 
take between eight and 10 
years to complete. 

The Superfund cleanup 
plan also calls for:

• Blocking any illegal pipes 
running into the sewer sys-
tem around the canal.

• Treating the foul gunk 
scraped from the canal-bed 
and disposing of it off-site at 
either a facility upstate or in 
New Jersey, where it will be 
burned and possibly reused 
for a landfill cover. 

• Removing any contam-
inated material from the ca-
nal’s First Street basin and 
restoring approximately 475 
feet of the former basin. 

• Excavating and restoring 
the waterway’s Fifth Street 
basin. 

• Other efforts to keep sew-
age out of the canal includ-
ing water-retaining green 
spaces, funded by federal 
and city grants. 

Continued from page 1

CANAL...

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

The hundreds of workers 
and the huge machinery in-
volved in the federal cleanup of 
the fetid Gowanus Canal will 
make the waterway look like 
it did in its industrial heyday, 
federal officials say. 

In the late 1800s, the canal 
was lined with manufactured 
gas plants, paper mills, and 
tanneries. From the late 2010s 
through the mid 2020s, ac-
cording to current projections, 
the length of the 1.8-mile-
long inlet will come alive 
with heavy equipment dig-
ging out and carting off the 
toxic sludge that those op-
erations left behind.

“It’s going to look pretty 

Feds: Expect a boom 
Say clean-up will make Gowanus an industrial hub

busy and pretty industrial,” 
said Judith Enck, a regional 
administrator at the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, at 
the unveiling of the  finalized 
Superfund cleanup plan on 
Monday . 

The $506-million clean-

up will work to reverse the 
waterway’s worst contami-
nation. 

From the 1860s to the 
late 1950s, manufactured 
gas plants along the Gow-
anus processed coal to turn 
it into a burnable gas, fueling 

the city’s growth but leaving 
behind a toxic legacy of coal 
tar that reaches 150 feet below 
the canal. Coal tar is just one of 
the dozens of dangerous con-
taminants lurking below the 
water’s surface and beneath 
the surrounding ground. 

The project is expected to 
last eight to 10 years and cre-
ate hundreds of jobs, federal 
officials say.

“Most of the jobs are going 
to be people doing the actual 
cleanup,” said Enck, adding 
that the federal agency will 
try hiring locally.

Federal officials were un-
reachable for additional in-
formation on Tuesday and 
Wednesday because of the 
government shutdown.

The Superfund cleanup of the Gowanus Canal will 
bring industry back to the waterway, making it re-
semble how it once looked in the 19th century.
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Williamsburg 
Family Health
Center

g Brooklyn healthy.

Keeping you and your family healthy, right in your own neighborhood. That’s what Williamsburg Family Health Center is all 
about. We provide compassionate, expert care for every member of the family.

At the Williamsburg Family Health Center we strive to fulfill this mission every single day.

Our full range of services include: 
• Cardiology  • Women’s Health • Surgery Consultation •  Dental Care
• Pediatrics • Family Medicine • Podiatry •  Gastroenterology (GI)

121 DeKalb Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11201
718.250.8000 • www.tbh.org

Follow us on            www.facebook.com/brooklynhospitalcenter or             bkhospital

We speak your language
Hablamos su mismo idioma

Williamsburg Family
Health Center
99 Division Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11211
718.599.6200
By Subway
J, M or Z to Marcy Ave., walk 3 blocks to the 
corner of Division and Bedford Ave. 
By Bus
From Queens
B61 to Wythe Ave., walk 2 blocks to Division Ave.
Q59 to Broadway and Wythe Ave., walk down 
Wythe Ave. to Division Ave.
From Brooklyn
B44 to Bedford Ave. and Taylor St., walk 2 
blocks to Division Ave.
B61 to Wythe Ave. and Bedford Ave.
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Cosmetic Dentistry  
Treatments Dr. Rabiel Robert  

Amirian DDS, FICOI

DENTAL CARE IN BROOKLYN

Let’s face it: We’re a beauty-driven 
species. The Egyptians kicked off the 
beauty culture in 10,000 B.C. by de-
veloping cosmetic products to soften 
wrinkles and get rid of stretch marks. 
Fast forward to today and there’s no 
doubt that more and more people are 
obsessed with their looks and their 
smiles. In lieu of expensive, time-con-
suming and painful cosmetic surgery, 
many people are now looking to cos-
metic dentists for help, as a smile is the 
first thing others notice about us.

Common Cosmetic Dentistry 
Treatments

According to the American As-
sociation of Cosmetic Dentistry, the 
top cosmetic dental treatments are:

Teeth Whitening: Teeth whit-
ening is the most common cosmet-
ic dental procedure for lightening 
(bleaching) teeth.

Dental Bonding: Dental bonding 
is an option for fixing a broken tooth, 
chipped tooth or cracked teeth.

Dental Implants: Dental im-

plants are considered by some to be 
more attractive than dentures for re-
placing missing teeth.

Dental Veneers: Veneers are 
thin, custom-made shells designed 
for closing gaps or disguising stained 
teeth that don’t respond well to whit-
ening treatments. They can cover un-
attractive gaps and mask discolored, 
misshaped, cracked or crooked teeth.

Cosmetic Dentistry Costs
You might be wondering if cos-

metic dentistry costs more than rou-
tine dental care. Truth is that cosmet-
ic dentistry prices may differ from 
one dentist to the next and from one 
procedure to the next. Keep in mind 
that the cost of care factors in the 
use of high-quality materials, top-
notch dental labs and the time and 
effort of your dentist.

The good news is that if you have 
dental insurance, some cosmetic den-
tistry costs may be covered by your 
plan. Talk with the staff at your den-
tist’s office to determine the specific 

cosmetic dentistry prices. Most offices 
are willing to work with dental insur-
ers or have payment plans available to 
make cosmetic dentistry costs an af-
fordable option for everyone.
How to Choose a Cosmetic Dentist

Don’t let cosmetic dentistry pric-
es guide your choice in a dentist be-
cause cheaper isn’t necessarily bet-
ter. In choosing a Dentist, be sure to 
inquire about his or her participation 
in continuing education courses and 
cases they have completed. Before 
having any work done, talk with your 
dentist about the results you’d like to 
see. He or she can assess the health 
of your teeth and recommend the 
best course of dental treatment for 
you. If you’ve spent a long time living 
with mouth pain or feeling insecure 
about your smile then the time to 
make a change may be now.
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brick-and-mortar business 
owners say the signal boost 
will be a boon for them.

“If somebody is coming 
here for BAM, I think this 
will be a fantastic tool to help 
them learn about what else 
is in the neighborhood,” said 
Amy Bennett, owner of the 
Greene Grape grocery and 
wine store. “Technology al-
lows people to see through 
walls.”

The cost burden will be 
split between the city, which 
will foot $900,000 of the bill, 
and different companies that 
will take responsibility for get-
ting the project off the ground 
in different areas. The Down-
town Brooklyn Partnership 
will be in charge of the Down-
town coverage area, which 
will include the area bordered 
by Schermerhorn Street, Cad-
man Plaza West, Flatbush Av-
enue, and Tillary Street, as 
well as public areas within 
the Ingersoll and Whitman 
houses. The Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music will oversee 
the project on Fulton Street 
between Rockwell Place and 
Classon Avenue. And Gowex, 
a company that specializes 
in free wireless Internet in 
cities, will tackle the part of 
Brownsville bordered by Sut-
ter Avenue, Mother Gaston 
Boulevard, and Pitkin and 

Howard avenues.
Residents in those areas 

who hope to ditch their own 
services and siphon the pub-
lic signal are out of luck, ac-
cording to the city.

“The devices will be 
pointed onto public spaces. 
It won’t penetrate walls,” 
said Joshua Winter, senior 
vice president of strategic 
planning for the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration.

Some ground-floor dwell-
ers might have a shot at free 
data, though.

“If someone happens to 
have a window on a street 
level, they might get it in one 
room,” Winter said.

City officials said the ar-
eas should be wired up by De-
cember but, in the meantime, 
people walking around Down-
town can already take advan-
tage of a handful of wireless 
hot-spots, including two pay 
phones on the Fulton Street 
Mall that have  taken on new 
lives  as internet routers.

The city also announced 
the launch of a service called 
WiredNYC that will help 
building owners determine 
the quality of their proper-
ties’ internet connectivity, 
so that they can better mar-
ket to would-be Mark Zuck-
erbergs.

“[The Strand] has been a 
gleam in our eye since 1996,” 
Bric President Leslie Gries-
bach Schultz said.

The old structure was home 
to a 38,000-seat vaudeville 
theater when it first opened 
in 1919 and became a movie 
house when vaudeville’s 
stars faded, Schultz said. In 
the 1950s, the space went into 
tax foreclosure and the city 
took it over, demolishing the 
grand interior and turning it 
into a three-story industrial 
building. UrbanGlass moved 
into the third floor in the late 
1980s and Bric took over the 
second floor in 1993.

The bottom floor was oc-
cupied by a printing company, 
but when that company left 

in the mid-1990s, Bric be-
gan dreaming about restoring 
the theater, Schultz said. The 
commitment of $27-million in 
funding from the Department 
of Cultural Affairs  got the ball 
rolling  in a big way.

The renovation doubled 
the size of the cultural cen-
ter, bringing performances to 
the theater for the first time 
since Bric was founded in 
1979. A two-story, 250-seat 
theater will serve as a major 
venue for dance, theater and 
music acts. There will also 
be a smaller performance 
space that can accommo-
date around 75 people. The 
reclaimed space also includes 
a contemporary art gallery, a 
cafe run by Prospect Heights 
favorite Hungry Ghost, an art-

Continued from page 1

WIFI...

ist work and performance stu-
dio, and a new media broad-
casting center.

The new building will 
showcase artists, screen mov-
ies, and host dance parties, 
Schultz said.

To celebrate the opening, 
the center is hosting three 
days of free programming 
from Oct. 3 to 5 that will in-
clude art exhibitions and live 
performances.

Bric runs a public televi-
sion network and organizes 

the Celebrate Brooklyn pro-
gram that brings free concerts 
to the Prospect Park Bandshell 
every summer, in addition to 
supporting artists throughout 
the borough. With this venue, 
Schultz said Bric hopes to have 
concerts like Celebrate Brook-
lyn all year long.

The Strand Theater [647 
Fulton St. between Water 
and Front streets in Dum-
bo, (718) 855–7882, www.
bricartsmedia.org].

practice time in four stu-
dios. The center hosts per-
formances by more than 20 
dance companies on its two 
stages each year, according to 
the website. The space hosts 
an annual  comedy and dance 
festival   and is home to a cir-
cus troupe,  Cirque This .

One resident performing 
arts practitioner said that the 
move will not disrupt the cen-
ter’s stability now that it is 
popular in New York’s dance 
scene.

“Williamsburg is too ex-
pensive now,” the choreog-
rapher Vangeline said. “The 
studios have a following and 
the location doesn’t really 
matter.”

The new space boasts im-
proved creature comforts, 
too, according to the work-
shop’s website.

“Like the current space, 
the new space will have lots 
of windows, although at the 
new space they won’t be bro-
ken, falling out and drafty!” 
the website reads.

Continued from page 1

DANCE...

Continued from page 1

BRIC...

(Left) The refurbished Bric Arts | Media House will include a large theater with seats that can retract into 
the wall, turning the space into a dance floor. (Right) Artist Katherine Gray and director Cybele Maylone 
stand in the new facilities of Urbanglass Agnes Varis Art Center, part of its expanded facilities.
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Swine dining
When you’ve got 15-pounds of bacon, any-

thing is possible.
The Bacon Takedown is coming home to Brook-

lyn, and more than 20 borough chefs will march on 
the Bell House in Gowanus armed with 15-pounds 

of Hormel Black Label 
each for a prime-cut pork 
showdown of near-epic 
proportions that is sure 
to stretch the limits of 
what you thought your 
favorite breakfast meat 
was capable of.

“It’s never going to 
jump the shark,” Take-
down organizer Matt 

Timms said. “There is no shark — it’s bacon!”
Timms is a Bushwick man who organizes cu-

linary battles that thrust amateur chefs into the 
arena of public opinion, forcing them to cook, 
bake, and brew for the adoration of urban food 
lovers. For the Bacon Takedown, competitors are 
given two days — longer if they plan to infuse 
booze — to turn the giant sides of bacon into con-
coctions that they serve at the main event.

Five years ago, Timms was enjoying mod-
est success with a variety of other takedown 
events when his first Bacon Takedown de-
buted in a Williamsburg watering hole, Bar 
Matchless. The rest is history.

“Suddenly I did bacon and I had a line wrap-
ping around the block,” he said. 

The show went national and, as Timms’s ba-
con contest traveled as far west as San Francisco 
and as far southwest as Austin, bacon dishes of 
all shapes, sizes, and degrees of liquidity emerged 
from ovens and blenders across America.

New bacon dishes were invented and hordes 
of pork lovers descended on bars across Amer-
ica to taste strange porcine treats such as sar-
saparilla-and-bacon gelato, bacon risotto, and 
even liquor drinks including almond-and-ba-
con-infused whisky. There is something about 
the flesh of pigs that fuels creativity.

“Bacon drives innovation and, these contes-
tants, they’re tasting blood,” Timms said. 

Every contest is officiated by a panel of mi-
nor-celebrity judges, but the true contest is for 
the love of the paying public, who will fork 
up $15 for a chance to taste and render judge-
ment on the cooks’ bacon offerings. 

Judge bacon at the Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St., between Second and Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510, buy tickets at 
www.thebellhouseny.com]. Oct. 19, 1 pm. 
$15. Limited admission. — Colin Mixson

D I N I N G

By Mollie Grewe
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his weekend is the chance to party 
like a German — Oktoberfest style! 
Between sausage tastings and stein-

holding contests, it can be hard to pick 
which party is right for you. That’s where 
we come in, helping you decide which 
bretzel and bier spot to head to and break 
out your favorite lederhosen.

Park Slope
On Friday, Oct. 4 and Saturday, Oct. 

5 go to Park Slope for Die Koelner Bier-
halle’s annual party. The week-long 
festival started in late September and 
this weekend will close out the festivi-
ties with German bands, dancers, and 
stein-holding contests, which test the 

strength of beer fans by having 
them hold a one-liter beer stein 
at shoulder level for as long as 
they can. Choose this celebration 
if you fancy a loud, fun time. And 
slap dancing. Not familiar? Picture 
grown men playing a complex, full-
body version of Miss Mary Mack, but 
hitting each other. 

Two-day Oktoberfest celebration at 
the Die Koelner Bierhalle [84 St. Marks 
Pl., between Bergen Street and Pros-
pect Place in Park Slope, (347) 227–
7238, [www.thekbh.com]. Oct. 4, 5:30 
pm and Oct. 5, 7 pm, Free. Live band 
and contests.

Williamsburg
If you are in Williamsburg on Satur-

day, Oct. 5, be sure to check out Rade-

gast Hall & Biergarten. The party starts 
early at 1 pm with the Johnny Koenig 
Band and the Bad Buka Acoustic band 
will rock late into the night. The shindig 

will boast a pig roast, keg tapping, and, 
you guessed it, a mug-holding contest. 
Choose this celebration if you’re in the 
mood for polka and pork. 

Oktoberfest celebration at the Ra-
degast Hall & Biergarten [113 North 
Third St., between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3973, [www.radegasthall.com]. 
Oct. 5, 1 pm, free. Live band and con-
tests.

Carroll Gardens
If come Sunday, Oct. 6 you are still in 

the mood to celebrate, Frankie’s Spuntino 
in Carroll Gardens is throwing a day-
time bash from noon to 6 pm. Here you 
can enjoy Prime-Meats-made bratwurst 
and burgers as you sit in the crisp au-
tumn air in the backyard beer garden. 
Choose this celebration if you are more 
excited about Oktoberfest for the food 
and drink than the dancing and com-
petitions. 

Oktoberfest celebration at Frankie’s 
Spuntino [457 Court St., between Lu-
quer Street and Fourth Place in Car-
roll Gardens, (718) 403–0033, [www.
frankiesspuntino.com]. Oct. 6, 12 pm, 
free. Beer tastings and Oktoberfest 
menu.

Cobble Hill
And for the stein-tipper who just can-

not accept the formal end of the German 
holiday, there is Buschenschank in Cob-
ble Hill, which is hosting Oktoberfest ev-
ery Saturday all month long! From boot-
drinking and mug-holding contests, to live 
bands and Oktoberfest cookies, Buschen-
shank guarantees a good time. Costumes 
are encouraged.

Oktoberfest Month-Long Celebra-
tion at Buschenschank [320 Court St., 
between Sackett and Degraw streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 237–0325, [www.
brooklynbuschenschank.com]. Every 
Saturday in October, free. Live band 
and contests.

Big Japan
You may not have heard of them, but Ultra Bide 

is not just big in Japan. The art punk band from the 
Land of the Rising Sun, fronted by Hide Ultra Bide, 
has spent the past four decades incessantly touring, 
unleashing its unique brand of weird chaos on au-

diences around the globe. 
The band channels avant 
garde stalwarts such as 
The Boredoms and Mr. 
Bungle but manages to in-
corporate some love into 
the cacophony it showers 
on its rabid fans.

Hide Ultra Bide 
talked to this reporter 
from the Osaka air-

port, where he was waiting to get on a plane-
for North America and a cross-continent tour, 
beginning with a show on Wednesday night in 
Williamsburg.

Danielle Furfaro: What is your philoso-
phy in your songwriting? What are you try-
ing to get across to the fans?

Hide Ultra Bide: My philosophy is that 
art is war! To make music is to fight. All with-
out weapons. Just make sound waves in mas-
sive phase art attack through space straight to 
the audience brains. 

DF: Do you go for the most entertaining 
or the most shocking or the most culturally 
relevant?

HUB: Independence and freedom kept my 
music underground entertaining, underground 
shocking, underground culturally relevant, all 
at the same moment. 

DF: How have you managed to keep the 
band together for so long?

HUB: If money is made, it is evenly shared 
with my band mates. When making the sound 
it is tense, but managing is easy and fun.

DF: What is a typical Ultra Bide show 
like? Is there a combination of spoken word 
and music or are they usually done in sepa-
rate shows?

HUB: All sound is music. When we got 
out from our mom’s body, we start making 
noise. We are all making those three segments 
whether we are on the stage, eating or talking 
to friends. It’s all just sound.

Ultra Bide at Death By Audio [49 S. 2nd St., 
between Wythe and Kent avenues in Williams-
burg]. Oct. 9, 8 pm. $8. — Danielle Furfaro

M U S I C

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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1. Finish the following sentence: 
“People in costume at bars…”

a) can be fun sometimes.
b) are usually me and my best 

friends.
c) are a sure way to get me to leave.

2. What is your opinion of a stein-
holding contest?

a) I have never done it, but it seems 
cool.

b) I am basically in the stein-holding 
hall of fame

c) A what-holding contest? 

3. What is your favorite German 
beer?

a) I like to taste all different kinds of 
German beers.

b) I like to taste all different kinds of 
German beers. And by taste I mean drink 
a lot of whatever is in front of me.

c) I like to sip all different kinds of Ger-
man beers and discuss the subtle differ-
ences between them.

4. What is your perfect Oktober-
fest meal?

a) Pork — roasted and ready for some 
beer mustard.

b) Bretzels and brats — what else is 
there to eat?!

c) It does not matter what it is, as long 
as it is top quality.

5. How long do you typically 
party?

a) All day and all night!
b) I will probably be busy during the 

day, but I will be rearing to dance by the 
evening.

c) I prefer to party while the sun is still 
in the sky. I have to get home to watch 
my stories.

For answers, turn the paper over and 
read this.

Wunderbar: Bartender Caroline Navish celebrates the final days of Oktoberfest at 
Die Koelner Bierhalle in Park Slope.

OKTOBERFEST PARTY FOR YOU
Among all the types of beer, the boatloads of bratwurst, and the inevitable stein-holding contests, 

it can be hard to figure out which Oktoberfest party is the one for you. Our Oktoberfest quiz is here 
to help you navigate the sudsy waters of Germany’s biggest cultural export since Lowenbrau.

Wunder
drinks
Where to take the fi nal 
sips of Oktoberfest 2013

IF YOU GOT...

Mostly A’s: You are looking for a fun party, 
but nothing outrageous. Your best bet is to 
check out Radgeast Hall.

Mostly B’s: You most likely already have your 
lederhosen laid out and ready to go and the 
Die Koelner Bierhall is the place to party. 

Mostly C’s: You are excited to spend a day 
eating and drinking like a German, but you 
do not need costumes, dancing, or contests. 
Check out Frankies Spuntino’s.
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www.sjcny.edu. 
COMEDY NIGHT: Featuring Dave 

Hill, Valley Lodge, Todd Barry, and 
more. $10. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SPINNING WHEELS: Rock and soul 
dance party. $5. 9 pm. Rock Shop 
[249 Fourth Ave. between Carroll 
and President streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 230–5740], www.therocksho-
pny.com. 

MUSIC, JANN KLOSE: $10 (sug-
gested). 9 pm. Pete’s Candy Store 
[709 Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770], www.petescandystore.com. 

MUSIC, LUCIO BARBARINO: Free. 
9 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 768–
0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

THEATER, “THE DEAD DREAM MA-
CHINE”: Horror production featur-
ing song, dance, puppetry, aerial, 
magic, and more. $20. 11 pm. La 
Luz Performance Space (35 Thames 
St. between Porter and Varick av-
enues in Bushwick), deaddreamma-
chine.eventbrite.com. 

SAT, OCT. 5

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
FORT GREENE FLEA: Explore goods 

and food from more than 150 ven-
dors. Free. 10 am–5 pm. Bishop 
Loughlin Memorial High School 
(Lafayette Ave. between Clermont 
and Vanderbilt avenues in Fort 
Greene), www.brooklynfl ea.com. 

READ NYC COMMUNITY FESTIVAL: 
Presented by LIVE UNITED and fea-
turing live entertainment, food, and 
games. Free. 10 am–2 pm. Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Pier 1 (Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights), www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

TOUR, GREEN-WOOD HOUSE 
TOUR: Get an inside look at the 
cemetery’s 19th-century catacombs 
and elaborate mausoleums. $20 
($15 members of Green-Wood 
and Brooklyn Historical Society). 
Noon–4 pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 25th Street 
in Greenwood Heights, (718) 768–
7300], www.green-wood.com. 

READING, WILLIAM HELMREICH: 
Author of “The New York Nobody 
Knows.” Includes guided walking 
tour. Free. 5 pm. Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. between Milton 
and Noble streets in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096], www.wordbrook-
lyn.com. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “ALADDIN AND THE 

WONDERFUL LAMP”: Puppet ad-
aptation of the most famous of the 
1001 tales of the Arabian Nights. 
$9 ($8 children). 12:30 pm and 2:30 
pm. Puppetworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

MUSIC, KASKADE: $29.50–$85. 8 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100], www.barclayscen-
ter.com. 

MUSIC, KEVIN MCWHA STEELE, 
ODKA, BOP MONROE & POCKET 
MONSTER: Free. 10 pm. Freddy’s 

FRI, OCT. 4
FEAST DAY: Blessing of the Animals 

and the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
Free. 8 am–12:30 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
https://www.sfc.edu. 

ART, “PANGEA”: Exhibition of work 
by artists from around the world, 
all living and working in New York 
City. Free. 9:30 am–5:30 pm. New 
York Foundation for the Arts (20 Jay 
St. at Plymouth Street; Suite 740 in 
DUMBO). 

ART, “FOR & ABOUT: Art & Reactions 
to Superstorm Sandy”: Multiple 
local artists commemorate the fi rst 
anniversary of Hurricane Sandy. 
Free. 11 am–5 pm. BAC Gallery [111 
Front St. near Washington Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 625–0080], www.
brooklynartscouncil.org. 

ART, “DETRITUS”: Installation by Jon-
athan Schipper. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
The Boiler [191 N. 14th St. between 
Wythe and Nassau avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–2144], www.
pierogi2000.com. 

ART, “JULIAN PRETTO GALLERY”: 
Exhibition examines the history and 
legacy of gallerist Julian Pretto and 
his downtown New York galleries. 
Free. Noon–6 pm. Minus Space 
[111 Front St. between Washing-
ton and Adams streets, Suite 226 
in DUMBO, (347) 525–4628], www.
minusspace.com. 

ART, “LIMBUS”: An exhibition of 
work by James Cullinane. Free. 1–6 
pm. Robert Henry Contemporary 
[56 Bogart St. at Seigel Street in 
Bushwick, (718) 473–0819], www.
roberthenrycontemporary.com. 

ART, “DOMINOES”: Interactive instal-
lation by Louie Hinnen. Free. 1–7 
pm. Invisible Dog [51 Bergen St. 
between Smith and Court streets in 
Cobble Hill, (347) 560–3641], thein-
visibledog.org. 

TOUR, WOODWORKING: Meet the 
craftsmen who make custom archi-
tectural interiors, cabinets, lamps, 
cutting boards, and more in the 
yard’s studios and wood shops. In-
quire in advance. $12–$15. 1:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Navy Yard Center BLDG 
92 [63 Flushing Ave. between Car-
lton and Flushing avenues in Fort 
Greene, (718) 907–5992], bldg92.
org/events/factory-tours-making-
wood-work. 

FILM, “THE KILLING OF A CHINESE 
BOOKIE”: As part of the series 
“Cassavetes Redux.” $13. 2 pm, 
4:30 pm, 7 pm, and 9:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and 
St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

TALK, EDWIDGE DANTICAT AND 
NATHAN ENGLANDER: As part of 
the New Yorker Festival. $35. 7 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.com. 

READING, JHUMPA LAHIRI: Author 
of “The Lowland.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
St. Joseph’s College (245 Clinton 
Ave. between Willoughby and 
Dekalb avenues in Clinton Hill), 

Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 17th 
and 18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], www.fred-
dysbar.com. 

BROOKLYN CRAFT CAMP: A day of 
classes in glass etching, terrariums, 
DIY stampmaking, and more. Ad-
vance registration required. $285 
(full day). 10 am–7 pm. Messiah 
Church (129 Russell St. between 
Driggs and Nassau avenues in 
Greenpoint), www.brooklyncraft-
camp.com. 

ART, “BROOKLYN UTOPIAS: In 
TRANSITion”: Artists, activists, ar-
chitects, designers, and urban theo-
rists consider differing visions of an 
ideal city through the “concrete” 
example of Brooklyn. Free. 11 am–4 
pm. Old Stone House [Fifth Avenue 
between Third and Fourth streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], brook-
lynutopias.wordpress.com/upcom-
ing-exhibitions. 

GATSBY-THEMED FUNDRAISER: 
Benefi tting the Friends of Douglass 
Greene Park and featuring dinner, 
live music, and dancing. $50-$100. 
6 pm–midnight. Gowanus Ballroom 
[Ninth Street and Second Avenue in 
Gowanus, (347) 460–2687], www.
gowanusballroom.com. 

’90S HIP-HOP AND R&B SING-
ALONG: Sing, rap, and dance 
along. $8. 10:30 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SUN, OCT. 6
SMORGASBURG: Indulge in food 

from more than 100 vendors at this 
all-food market. Free. 11 am–6 pm. 
East River State Park (90 Kent Ave. 
at N. Seventh Street in Williams-
burg), www.brooklynfl ea.com. 

FOOD TRUCK RALLY: Samples treats 
from some of the city’s best food 
trucks. Free. 11 am–5 pm. Grand 
Army Plaza (Union Street between 
Flatbush Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope), www.prospect-
park.org/visit/plan/food-trucks. 

THEATER, “LA BOHEME”: A screen-
ing of Puccini’s opera, fi lmed at 
Gran Teatre del Liceu in March 
2012. $15. 3 pm. On Stage at Kings-
borough [2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Oxford Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.onstageatk-
ingsborough.org. 

CREAGHEAD & COMPANY: Comedy 
night with Barry Rothbart, Nick 
Turner, and Mark Normand. $7. 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

RHYTHM & BREWS: Dance party 
hosted by DJ Jack Boog, who will 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Oct. 4

All dogs go 
to heaven
Some might think 
Saint Francis was an 
ass. He loved animals 
so much that he gave 
up his bed to a don-
key. Our pets make us 
feel blessed, so return 
the favor by bringing 
your best friend down 
to Maria Hernandez 
Park to be blessed on 
Saint Francis Day.  

Blessing of the animals at 
Maria Hernandez Park [84 
Irving Ave. at 
Knickerbocker to Irving 
avenues and Starr to 
Suydam streets in 
Bushwick, (917) 727–5235, 
bushwickabbey.org]. 4–6 
pm.

SATURDAY
Oct. 5

Clips and 
brains
Need to desensitize 
yourself before the 
next season of the 
“Walking Dead” airs 
next week? Gorge 
yourself on gore with 
an all-day zombie-
movie marathon at 
Videology. Stay for 
the venue’s free 
Fancy! Clip Party, 
which will feature four 
hours of non-stop 
clips from rare movies. 
Your brain will not 
thank you, but it will 
hurt so good.

Zombie movie marathon 
and Fancy! Clip Party at 
Videology [308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First St. in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–
3468, www.videology.
info] Noon and 8 pm, 
free.

SUNDAY
Oct. 6

Brooklyn 
boogie
Post-”Breaking Bad” it 
may be difficult to 
envision Bryan Cran-
ston in roller skates 
and blue sequenced 
headband, twirling for 
his life in an episode 
of “Malcolm in the 
Middle,” but he did. 
Emulate his awesome-
ness by heading to 
the ever-evolving 
Brooklyn Lyceum for 
their afternoon roller 
disco. Bring your own 
skates.

Roller disco at Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
between Union and 
President streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 857–4816, 
www.brooklynlyceum.
com]. 2–6 pm, $5.

MONDAY
Oct. 7

Like a moth 
to a game
Have you ever been 
enticed by the idea 
of vying in a story-
telling competition? 
Head to the Bell 
House for the Moth’s 
Story Slam, where 
the alluring theme 
for the night will be 
“temptation” and 
you can tell how you 
decided to come.

The Moth at the Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and 
Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $8, 8 pm.

THURSDAY
Oct. 10

Cortel-do
Cortelyou cares. In 
fact, if you buy a 
ticket to the  “Corte-
lyou at Twilight” 
event, which will be 
brimming with the 
very best food and 
drink Flatbush has to 
offer, all proceeds of 
all sales at featured 
stores will benefit PS 
139 and PS 217. A 
ticket is your pass to 
sample the last 
decade of foodie 
development on the 
strip, for a cause.  

Cortelyou at Twilight 
[Cortelyou Road between 
Coney Island Avenue and 
E. 17th Street in Flatbush, 
www.brownpapertickets.
com]. $20–25, 5–9 pm.
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Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313
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Find us online at www.NYParenting.com
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Needs kicker: Pulitzer Prize–winning author and Fort Greene 
resident Jhumpa Lahiri will read from her new book “The Low-
land” on Oct. 4 at St. Joseph’s College.
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Downtown Campus
Ambulatory Care Centers
Ashland and DeKalb
By subway
B, Q, R to DeKalb Ave.
2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St.
A to Lafayette Ave.  
10:30pm — 6:00am
G to Fulton St./Lafayette Ave.

By Long Island Railroad
LIRR to Atlantic Ave. Terminal

By bus
B25, B26, B52 to Fulton St./Ashland Pl.
B37 to Fulton St./Flatbush Ave. Ext.
B38 to DeKalb Ave./Ashland Pl.
B41 to Livingston St./Flatbush Ave. Ext.
B54 to Myrtle Ave./Ashland Pl.

Keeping you and your family healthy, right in your own neighborhood. That’s what The Brooklyn Hospital Center are all 
about. We provide compassionate, expert care for every member of the family. At our Ambulatory Care Centers, we strive to 
fulfill this mission every single day.

Our full range of services include: 
• Preventive and Primary Care • Chronic Disease Management • Surgery and Sub Specialty Services
• Compassionate Pediatric Care • Hearing and Vision Services • Geriatric Care
• Comprehensive Women’s Health • Radiology and Laboratory Services • Weight Loss Center
• Dental Care and Oral Surgery  
 

Right here in your neighborhood.

121 DeKalb Avenue • Brooklyn• www.tbh.org

Keeping Brooklyn healthy.

Follow us on            www.facebook.com/brooklynhospitalcenter or             bkhospital

We speak your language
Hablamos su mismo idioma

Children’s Health

Primary CareWomen’s Health

Dental Care

Find a Physician by name or specialty
CALL 877.TBHC.DOC
           (877.824.2362)

Z5 AMBULATORYCARE BROOKLYNPAPER JUN2013

OCT 4-20
Fridays | Saturdays
at 8 pm
Sundays at 2 pm

Tickets  $20
RESERVATIONS

718 237 2752
heightsplayers.org

26 WILLOW PLACE
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

CHECK OUT THE REST OF OUR 58TH SEASON

www.heightsplayers.org

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Sunny’s [253 Conover St., between Reed and Beard streets in Red Hook. 
(718) 625-8211, http://sunnysredhook.com/]. Open Wed–Fri, 8 pm–4 am; 
Sat, 4 pm–4 am; Sun, 4 pm–11 pm; closed Mon and Tues.

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

T
he New Yorker’s caption contest 
garners lots of entries each week, 
but it’s only once a year that the 

highfalutin magazine’s cartoonists 
and their citizen-writer counterparts 
walk into a bar together.

That is the draw of the New 
Yorker Festival’s live caption 
contest, which pits boozy teams 
of would-be jokesters against one 
another for a secret grand prize.

“There is apparently out there an 
enormous desire to be, if not a car-
toonist, part of the process making the 
cartoons,” said Rhonda Sherman, the 

founding director of The New Yorker 
Festival, now in its 14th year.

For the contest, which will take 
place in Gowanus this year, 11 or 
12 groups of 10 will be shown car-

toons and asked to come up with as 
many captions as possible in the al-
lotted time. Expect dogs, cats, ther-
apists’ offices, rounds of golf, and 
other New Yorker staples.

The brainstorming session will 
climax with resident cartoonists 
Matthew Diffee, Carolita Johnson, 
and Liam Francis Walsh judging 
the results to music. But be warned: 
contestants at the amusing event 
may raise their voices.

“The contest is a sort of rollick-
ing affair,” Sherman said. 

Tickets for the contest have sold out 
online, but do not despair, last min-
ute tickets will be available Friday at 
the School of Visual Arts Theatre in 
Manhattan from noon to 4 pm.

And if you are unable to make it, 
leave the contest feeling unfulfilled, or 
just plain cannot get enough of writ-
ing the gags to other people’s art, we 
encourage you to enter this newspa-
per’s own caption contest. Take a gan-
der at the exclusive cartoon reenact-
ment above and send us you best guess 
about what is going on in the picture 
to editorial@cnglocal.com.

Your headlines here!
Contest lets you put words in the pros mouths

Write stuff: You think you can write a better caption than us? 
Prove it in our comments online at BrooklynPaper.com.
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New Yorker live caption con-
test at the Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St., between Second and 
Third avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebellhouseny.
com. Tickets at the School of Vi-
sual Arts Theatre, 333 W. 23 St., 
between 8th and 9th avenues in 
Manhattan, (212) 592–2980]. Oct. 
6, 11 am, $65. Cocktails will be 
served.

C O N T E S T

By Samantha Lim
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his forest is more at 
risk of breaking than 
burning. 

For her latest exhibition 
at UrbanGlass, artist Kath-
erine Gray collected thou-
sands of drinking glasses to 
recreate the trees that grow 
in abundance throughout 
Brooklyn including the Nor-
wegian maple, the London 
plane, and the mulberry. Ti-
tled “A Tree Grows” after the 
iconic novel by Betty Smith, 
the exhibition opens in con-
junction with the grand un-
veiling of the new Urban-
Glass arts center.

The newly opened, three-
story space  in the historic 
Strand Theater building  fea-
tures state-of-the-art work 
space that puts the crushed-
sand sculptors at sidewalk 
level.

“One of the incredible 
parts of our renovation proj-
ect has been the establish-
ment of a space for the or-
ganization at street level,” 
Executive Director Cybele 
Maylone said.

“A Tree Grows” is the in-
augural show at the center 
and is meant to symbolize 
the life cycle of glass, the art-
ist says. In making it, Gray 
says she pondered the pro-
cess of creating glass, which 
once involved burning trees 
to generate heat. Therefore, 

like ashes to ashes, the glass 
trees practically come from 
trees. 

The artist sent out a pub-
lic request for drinking 
glasses two months prior 
to the opening of the ex-
hibition. 

Friends and strang-
ers mailed her glasses of 
all shapes and sizes from 
countries as far away as 
Australia. 

“People were generally 
excited about getting in-
volved,” she said. “I was 
a little scared and a little 
thrilled at the same time, 
because I am used to fabri-

cating most everything my-
self and making all aesthetic 
decisions.”

Gray asked for drink-
ing glasses as opposed to 
other glassware because she 
fancied the idea of using an 
overlooked object.

“They are so ubiquitous 
that people don’t really ‘see’ 
them,” Gray said. “It’s kind 
of like not seeing the forest 
for the trees.”

“A Tree Grows” at 
Agnes Varis Art Center, 
UrbanGlass [647 Fulton 
Street, (718) 625-3685, 
info@urbanglass.org]. Oct. 
3–Jan. 4, 2014.

Bklyn ‘Glass’ time
An artist sees forest for the trees

Glass act: Artist Katherine Gray stand in the new 
facilities of Urbanglass Agnes Varis Art Center, 
part of its expanded facilities in a building it shares 
with BRIC Arts.
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Source: Henriksen, Schleicher, Feighery and Fortmann. Pediatrics: The Offi cial Journal 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics, July 19, 2010. DOI: 10.1542/peds.2009 3021

MASTERTHEATER.COM | 718-732-3838

1029 BRIGHTON BEACH AVE  BROOKLYN, NY 11235

WORD’s pick
“MaddAddam” by Margaret 

Atwood: Like all truly good series 
books, this newest installment will 
make you want to read Atwood’s The 
Flood novels over again from start to 
finish. MaddAddam follows the sur-
viving God’s Gardeners, revealing the 
history of Adam One and Zeb and the 
surprising ways they influenced Crake 
in his early years. Happily for fans like 
yours truly, we also get lots of the Crak-
ers and of Toby, who is the scrappi-
est scrapper that ever scrapped. And 
if you have not read these yet, I can-
not recommend them highly enough. 
“MaddAddam” is the grand conclusion 
of one of the best-written, most fright-
eningly plausible post-apocalypse se-
ries I’ve ever read.

— Jenn Northington, WORD [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096, www.word-
brooklyn.com].

BookMark’s pick
 “The American Heiress” by 

Daisy Goodwin: “The American 
Heiress” by debut novelist Daisy 
Goodwin tells the story of poor lit-

tle rich girl Cora Cash at the turn of 
the 20th century. An only child and 
heiress to a flour empire, Cora has ev-
erything money can buy — exquisite 
jewels, clothing straight from Paris, 
and dozens of admirers. For Cora’s 
social climber mother, the only thing 

money cannot buy is a royal title, so 
the family heads to England and soon 
enough Cora catches the eye of a very 
noble yet destitute duke. A marriage 
would help both families but all is not 
what it seems. Cora is thrown head-
first into English society and soon 
learns that money cannot buy friend-
ship, trust, or family. Colorfully de-
tailed and a great read for fans of his-
torical fiction. 

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, The 
BookMark Shoppe [8415 Third Ave. 
between 84th and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833–5115, www.book-
markshoppe.com].

Greenlight’s pick
“Babayaga” by Toby Barlow:  

“Babayaga” is an absolute delight. 
Paris, witches, sex, and a detective 
who has turned into a flea make it bi-
zarre, witty and completely engross-
ing. Pick a comfy chair, open a bottle 
of Bordeaux and enjoy!

— Emily Russo, Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott 
Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200, www.green-
lightbookstore.com].

It’s weekend reads
Booksellers give their recommendations

be spinning hip-hop, funk, 
soul, classics, house, and 
reggae. Free. 9 pm–2 am. 
Pork Slope [247 Fifth Ave. 
at Carroll Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–7675], 
www.porkslopebrooklyn.
com/ . 

MON, OCT. 7
MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON-

CERT: Pianist Jeffrey 
Swann performs the works 
of Wagner and Verdi. 
Free. 12:30 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. 
between Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 489–5200], https://
www.sfc.edu. 

THE WILLIAMSBURG SPELL-
ING BEE: Come test out 
your spelling in a bar 
backroom fi lled with smart 
people and beer. First 18 
people get to play. Free. 
7:30 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–3770], 
www.petescandystore.
com. 

THE MOTH STORYSLAM: 
Hosted by Peter Aguero. 
$8. 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

COMEDY NIGHT: Hosted by 
VH1’s O’Shea. Free. 9:30 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 

18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, OCT. 8 

SHAKEN AND STIRRED: Cel-
ebrate the art of mixology 
with cocktails from the best 
of Brooklyn’s spirits scene. 
$55 ($50 in advance). 6–9 
pm. Green Building (452 
Union St. at Bond Street 
in Gowanus), bkshaken-
stirred2013.eventbrite.com. 

READING, MATT ZOLLER 
SEITZ: Author of “The 
Wes Anderson Collec-
tion.” Free. 7 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, THE GREGORY 
BROTHERS, KEY OF AWE-
SOME: $15. 9 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, NEW WEST GUITAR 
GROUP: TBD. 10 pm. Spike 
Hill Tavern [184 Bedford 
Ave. at N. Seventh Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 218–
9737], www.spikehill.com. 

WED, OCT. 9
PARK SLOPE CIVIC COUNCIL 

FUNDRAISER: Featuring 
music, dancing, drinks, 
and more. $75. 6:30–9 pm. 
Prospect Park Picnic House 
(Third Street and Prospect 
Park West in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopecivicouncil.
org/food-for-thought. 

READING, JOHN FREEMAN: 

Author of “How to Read a 
Novelist.” Free. 7–9 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

READING, NICHOLAS KAUF-
MANN: Author of “Dying 
Is My Business.” Free. 
7 pm. Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. between 
Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096], www.wordbrooklyn.
com. 

MUSIC, RODRIGUEZ: $49.50–
$79.50. 8 pm. Barclays 
Center [620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Pacifi c Street in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6100], 

LITERARY DEATH MATCH: 
A marriage of Def Po-
etry Jam, the judging of 
American Idol, and the 
ridiculousness of Double 
Dare. $12. 8:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THURS, OCT. 10
MUSIC, NUMINOUS: The en-

semble perform selections 
from Joseph C. Phillips Jr.’s 
“The Loves of Pharaoh” as 
scenes from the 1922 silent 
fi lm are screened. $15. 7 
pm. PS 321 [180 Seventh 
Ave. between First and 
Second streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 499–2412], 
www.neighborhoodclas-
sics.com/#!concerts/c1nag.

“CRINGE”: Readings from 
teenage diaries, journals, 
notes, letters, poems, 
abandoned rock operas, 

and other general repre-
sentations of the crush-
ing misery of humiliating 
adolescence. Free. 7:30 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 

FRI, OCT. 11
THEATER, “CLYBOURNE 

PARK”: Brooklyn College’s 
theater department per-
forms Bruce Norris’s satire. 
$15 ($10 students and se-
niors). 7:30 pm. Whitman 
Theater [Campus Road 
between Hillel Place and 
Avenue H in Flatbush, (718) 
951–4500], depthome.
brooklyn.cuny.edu/theater.

SAT, OCT. 12
MUSIC, RESTORATION 

ROCKS MUSIC FESTIVAL: 
Featuring emerging and 
established artists includ-
ing Big Daddy Kane and 
Questlove. Free. Noon. 
Bedford Stuyvesant Resto-
ration [1368 Fulton St. be-
tween Marcy and Brooklyn 
avenues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 636–6900], res-
torationplaza.org. 

FILM, RED HOOK INTERNA-
TIONAL FILM FESTIVAL: 
Two-day showcase of 
shorts and features, Brook-
lyn-centric documentaries, 
fi ction, and experimental 
fi lms from Brooklyn and 
beyond. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], redhook-
fi lmfest.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8
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 What will happen to 
my coverage when the 

Health Care Exchange 
takes effect?

Relax. You have MetroPlus.

Health care is 
changing.

Are you worried about what the new 
health care regulations could mean to 

you, your family or your business?

Call MetroPlus today and we’ll answer 
all your questions. We can help you 
keep the coverage you have now or 
talk to you about an affordable new 

plan that’s just right for you.

Avenue, and Sixth Street to 
make way for the facility, but 
has decided to shave down 
the bulk of the building on 
residential Fifth Street and 
Eighth Avenue and move it 
to Sixth Street, across from 
the hospital’s main campus, 
in order to lessen the pro-
posed building’s impact on 
surrounding homes, said 
planners.

The new plan for the outpa-
tient facility includes mock-
ups that show what hospi-
tal officials meant when they 
said the Center for Commu-
nity Health complex would 
blend in with the surround-
ing neighborhood. The mas-
sive structure is designed to 
be built as if it were a se-
ries of separate-but-touching 
buildings with terra-cotta-
colored, townhouse-like fa-
cades ranging from four to 
six stories and topped with 
additional glass levels rising 
as high as 130 feet.

Hospital executives and 
their architects took pains 
to explain that they heard 
the community concerns 
that sent them back to the 
drawing board and incor-
porated them into the new 
arrangement.

“We’ve tried to take your 
comments and shape and 
form the building in a way 
so that it is more sympathetic 
to the heights, the shapes, 
and the basic geometry of 
the buildings that surround 
our site as a way to make 
the building more compat-
ible and fit better with the 
overall neighborhood,” ar-
chitect Peter Cavaluzzi of 
Perkins Eastman told the 
crowd.

The glass boxes protrud-
ing from the top of each 
terra-cotta shaded facade 
will “really blend in with 

the sky” Cavaluzzi said. The 
Fifth Street and Eighth Av-
enue sides of the building 
top out at 60-feet tall and 
the two stories that sit on 
the top will be set back 15 
feet and add an additional 30 
feet to the total height, ac-
cording to Cavaluzzi.

Residents in attendance 
did not think much of the 
aesthetics lecture.

“I was not impressed with 
the design component,” said 
Fifth Street resident Bennett 
Kleinberg, who is president 
of the opposition group Pre-
serve Park Slope and whose 
home would abut the planned 
facility. 

Comments by residents 
inevitably returned to the 
issue of scale and peo-
ple were particularly con-
cerned that traffic to the new 
medical center will clog nar-
row streets, making it even 
harder than it already is to 
find a parking space.

Hospital representatives 
said that they took residents’ 
traffic concerns into consid-
eration when refiguring the 
building plan by nixing the 
initial proposal to spill traf-
fic from Sixth Street onto 
Fifth Street from a tunnel-
like service road that is 
planned to run through the 
building. Instead, the road 
has been redesigned so that 
all traffic will enter and exit 
onto Sixth Street.

Not everyone was so 
down on the hospital’s ex-
pansion plan at Thursday 
night’s meeting. Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope), who penned a letter 
to hospital officials stating 
neighbors’ concerns days be-
fore the meeting, praised the 
revised plans. 

“I believe what we saw 
tonight does reflect signifi-
cant changes that are respon-

sive to many of the things 
people have heard,” Lander 
said at the meeting. “We rely 
on good health care institu-
tions to run good hospitals 
and broadly Methodist has 
been such an institution and 
I give them a fair amount of 
confidence.”

Many residents left 
Thursday night’s meeting 
demanding concrete an-
swers from hospital offi-
cials, particularly on the 
issue of how many new pa-
tients the facility is expected 
to bring in.

“There was not one num-
ber given tonight,” said Mar-
vin Ciporen of Eighth Av-
enue. 

Hospital spokeswoman 
Lyn Hill said that the new 
outpatient facility is essen-
tial because of the hospital’s 
massive increase in outpa-
tient procedures. The inde-
pendent hospital currently 
treats more than 350,000 
outpatients and 40,000 in-
patients annually, accord-
ing to Hill.

The new building would 
fall into three different res-
idential zoning categories 
— R7B, R6B, and R6. The 
hospital hopes to obtain a 
variance from the city’s 
Board of Standards and Ap-

D amn it, I’m jealous. 
I watch with re-

vulsion and shame 
the death throes of my local 
hospital, where I volunteered 
for more than a decade and 
sat on the monthly commu-
nity advisory board. Where 
my kids went for stitches and 
doctor’s appointments, and 
thousands of lives have been 
saved since it was founded 
in 1875. The current and for-
mer owners of Long Island 
College Hospital played me 
and my neighbors for fools 
again and again.

This gives me a wist-
ful, but also hopeful, lens 
to view the bubbling irrita-
tion about the new medical 
facility New York Method-
ist Hospital plans to build in 
Park Slope on Eighth Ave-
nue, which will stretch down 
the sides of Fifth and Sixth 
streets.

It is striking how few 
people showed up to speak 
about these two really mo-
mentous situations, the un-
veiling of a major new med-
ical facility and the closing 
of a hospital.

The way I see it, the ma-
jority of Park Slopers ei-
ther support the New York 
Methodist plan or are neutral 
about it, as evidenced by the 
70 to 80 people present at the 
meeting. The dissenters, who 
seemed to live on the blocks 
where the construction will 
be taking place, appeared to 
be shocked — shocked — to 
find that they live near a hos-
pital that is about to construct 
a major new facility.

It’s hard to take people se-
riously who appear to have a 
personal axe to grind. While 
the dust, noise, inconve-
nience and unpleasantness 
of construction arouses my 
sympathy, a handful of un-
happy neighbors does not a 

movement make.
Few showed up to save 

Long Island College Hospi-
tal, either. The opposition to 
closing the state-run institu-
tion had a hard time gain-
ing traction, and somehow 
it morphed into a labor fight 
(“Save our jobs!”), which 
just couldn’t stimulate a vi-
tal response from Brooklyn 
Heights and Cobble Hill. 

Apathy is awful. It was 
brutal to watch nothing co-
alesce to fight Downstate and 
Gov. Cuomo’s plans to pull 
the plug. It speaks to a leader-
ship vacuum, the lack of will-
ingness to mount a full-scale 
attack against the State Uni-
versity of New York’s board 
members, or whatever tactics 
it would take to save it.

But my hopeful reac-
tion came from this: New 
York Methodist previously 
put forth plans for this new 
building, asked its neigh-
bors for input and sugges-
tions, and revised plans to 
reflect at least some of the 
community’s ideas. 

As a result, the exteriors of 
the building have been modi-

fied to fit into the brownstone 
and limestone context a little 
better. Green, garden-cov-
ered roofs have been added 
to the Fifth Street portion of 
the building, which will make 
the Fifth Street neighbors’ 
views much nicer.

Community input meet-
ings, where suggestions are 
actually implemented? Now 
that is a novelty!

I recall all too well the 
community meetings set 
up for Barclay’s Center and 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, which 
were truly an insult to attend. 
Mere charades during which 
no input was suffered, and 
naturally, none represented 
in the final products. Given 
that trend, it is all the more 
surprising that New York 
Methodist officials chose 
to work with Park Slopers 
to find compromises, when 
they could simply have done 
whatever they wanted with 
their property.

And then there’s three lev-
els of underground parking. 
The hospital clearly under-
stands the realistic traffic 
complaints. As I see it, the 
traffic is the serious down-
side of this venture.

In our environmental 
mindset, surrounded by 
bike lanes on every street, 
it is tempting to think we can 
keep people from coming to 
a medical facility in cars. But 
the reality is, if you are hav-
ing an outpatient procedure, 
or simply do not feel good, 
you are not going to walk or 
take public transportation. 
You will most likely need to 
be driven back home, no way 
around it. So the parking is 
a necessity.

The hospital did bow to 
community pressure and re-
designed an internal tunnel, 
keeping all traffic on Sixth 
Street rather than flow onto 

Fifth Street, too. But there is 
a ton of traffic back-up now, 
and it will only increase as 
out-patient offices multiply 
all over the city.

This project has been 
described as “massive” by 
this newspaper, and those of 
us who cherish the charm-
ing streets and small build-
ings that characterize Park 
Slope will surely feel a dif-
ference. But consider the 
construction boom that has 
been taking place in Brook-
lyn Heights, with its similar 
aesthetic. Set-back additions 
atop old and elegant build-
ings, some utilizing glass to 
blend into the sky, are now 
commonplace. The former 
Board of Ed building at 110 
Livingston St. is an example 
(albeit a tall one). The nice 
thing about this technique 
is, it doesn’t change the feel 
of the neighborhood as you 
walk through it.

Some are puzzled why 
these hospital-owned build-
ings planned for demolition 
were not landmarked, but it’s 
a non-issue. They are not go-
ing to be retroactively land-
marked now! I love the his-
toric nature of Brownstone 
Brooklyn, and am really glad 
so much has been preserved. 
But not everything needs to 
be. Especially when there is 
a big potential benefit to our 
health and well-being. 

So Park Slopers have not 
only a working hospital, but 
one that is expanding and cut-
ting-edge, too. One that actu-
ally listens to them and takes 
their concerns seriously. 

That is definitely some-
thing to be jealous of.

Celia Weintrob, the 
publisher of The Brooklyn 
Paper, has lived in Brown-
stone Brooklyn for 28 
years.

Continued from page 1
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A tale of two hospitals

From the 
Publisher’s 

Desk
By Celia Weintrob

The view of the proposed building from the corner 
of Eighth Avenue and Fifth Street.
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

New York Methodist Hospital’s plan 
for a new outpatient facility in the heart 
of Park Slope is certainly controversial, 
but what will happen inside the big build-
ing? The massive “U”-shaped addition 
is slated to replace 16 hospital-owned 
buildings on Fifth Street, Eighth Ave-
nue, and Sixth Street.

Here is a breakdown of what the new 
facility, called the Center for Commu-
nity Health, will include:

• A surgery center with 12 operating 
rooms for same-day surgery.

• An endoscopy suite with six proce-

dure rooms. 
• A cancer center that will offer radia-

tion oncology and chemotherapy. 
• An after-hours urgent care center 

(none of the services will be 24-hours).
• Additional rooms for meeting space 

and physicians offices. 
• A tunnel-like service road running 

through the building that will funnel traf-
fic onto and off of Sixth Street. 

• Three levels of underground park-
ing. 

• A green roof on the low end of the 
building for the sake of Fifth Street res-
idents whose properties will abut the fa-
cility and another green roof over the 
Fifth Street parking garage. 

Inside the expansion 
Sure it’s big, but what all does it do?

peals that would allow it to 
build the broad facility it de-
signed rather than a taller 
and thinner complex.

The building will also 
include:

• A surgery center with 12 
operating rooms, physician 
offices, an endoscopy suite, 
a cancer center, and urgent 
care services (none of the 
services will be 24-hours).

• Three levels of under-
ground parking.

• A green roof on the low 
end of the building for the 
sake of Fifth Street residents 
whose properties will abut 
the facility and another green 
roof over the Fifth Street 
parking garage.

The demolition of 16 ex-
isting buildings –  including 
some 19th-century brown-
stones  – is still on the table 
even after  neighbors blasted 
the Sixth Street medical cen-
ter’s preliminary building 
plans for a new outpatient 
facility for being too gigan-
tic . All of the buildings that 
will be knocked down  are 
not landmarked and lie just 
outside of Park Slope’s enor-
mous historic district .

Methodist’s planned 
expansion comes as other 
Brooklyn health institutions 
are in dire straits and Slop-
ers at the meeting expressed 
concern that, if more hos-
pitals close, it could further 
crowd Methodist. The state 
has tried all year to close 
 Long Island College Hos-
pital in Cobble Hill  and 
 could soon shutter Interfaith 
Medical Center in Bedford-
Stuyvesant . 

Hospital officials will 
come back to Community 
Board 6 next month after 
an environmental review of 
the project is completed. In 
the meantime, the hospital 
is still accepting comments 
and questions about the proj-
ect via e-mail at build@
nym.org.

Construction is expected 
to begin in late 2014 or early 
2015, hospital officials said. 
Once construction starts it 
will likely take three years 
to complete, according to 
the hospital
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2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 
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Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
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Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

Live Music Every Saturday Night! 9:30PM - 2AM 

ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC NIGHT 
Beer - Wine - Drink Specials - Kitchen open until 1am - 

at The Moxie Spot Restaurant 
www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn 

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

THE RABBI JOSEPH H. LOOKSTEIN UPPER SCHOOL of RAMAZ

OPEN HOUSE
FOR GRADE 9 ENTRY

9AM SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13 - ���� �� 
IN THE MORRIS & IDA NEWMAN EDUCATIONAL CENTER

60 EAST 78TH STREET, NYC
PRE-REGISTER at RAMAZ.ORG or 212-774-8093
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RAMAZ IS A MODERN ORTHODOX CO-ED
DAY SCHOOL WITH A RICH HISTORY OF:
JEWISH EDUCATION 
ACADEMIC DISTINCTION
DEVOTED FACULTY
SUPPORT AND LOVE FOR THE STATE OF ISRAEL 
COMMITMENT TO CHESED AND CITIZENSHIP
LEADERSHIP GROWTH
SPORTS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
APPRECIATION OF THE ARTS AND NYC 
RESOURCES

Suddenly, the only child 
at the dinner table is 
my 15-year-old daugh-

ter, who squirms uncomfort-
ably in the unwavering glare 
of parental attention. Without 
her sister, now away at col-
lege, for cover, my eyes are 
focused on my younger girl’s 
every move, and I don’t think 
she likes it very much.

It is not as if she was ig-

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

nored before, 
coming and 
going as she 
pleased or stay-
ing up until all 
hours. I kept an 
eye on her, but 
there were al-
ways other ac-
tivities in the house, other 
games and performances 
for me to attend. I’ll ad-

mit that my follow through 
might have been lacking at 
times, forgetting to pick up 

the notebooks I said I would 
get her or taking way too 
long fixing the light in her 
room.

Not anymore. She has my 
undivided attention. 

Already I see changes 
suggesting she is avoiding 
my gaze. This is the kid who 
always did her homework in 
the kitchen, right in the cen-
ter of our home’s activity. 
Suddenly, as soon as din-
ner is over she is off to her 
room, books in hand. 

She has adopted a differ-
ent strategy when it comes to 
television, inviting friends 
over to fill up the sofa so 
there is no room for me to 
sit and watch with her.

I write some of this off 
to her getting older, carving 
out more independence and 
privacy, seeking the com-
pany of peers instead of 
the dad. Some of this be-
havior, though, seems de-
signed to shield her from 
my scrutiny.

When we are together, 
there is more time to ask 
about her day, her classes. 
My mind is less cluttered 
by her now-absent sister’s 
activities and demands so 
I actually remember what 
my daughter is up to, what 
she is planning, where she 
has been, the names of her 
teachers. We talked in depth 

about her English homework 
the other night, something 
that just would not have hap-
pened a year ago unless there 
was a problem. 

I see the risks for both of 
us. My girl does not want her 
teenage life intruded on, pro-
tecting her emotional space 
from parental interference. 
For me, it would be so easy 
to start micromanaging her 
activities, such as oversee-
ing homework in a way I’ve 
never done before, proof-
reading papers or double-
checking math problems.

The bigger risk is that I 
will expect her to fill the 
void her sister has left, not 
just in dinner conversation 
but in my life as a parent 
and person. Having more 
time on my hands does not 
make it my girl’s burden 
to fill it. As much as I like 
her and find her interesting 
and fun, I did not have kids 
simply so I could fill up my 
weekends. 

I tease my daughter that 
her sister got three years of 
my attention as a baby, now 
it’s her turn. She would like 
to pass on this offer, thank 
you very much. I guess I 
need to find a hobby, make 
friends, anything to keep 
some balance with my girl 
because too much dad is too 
much of a good thing.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

A one-child household now

Call 718-260-4501
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it’s going to be for the people 
in the community,” local ac-
tivist Rolf Carle said.

The money will come out 
of the Greenpoint Commu-
nity Environmental Fund, a 
trust created by the state as 
part of a court settlement for 
the damage wrought by the 
oil that seeped into Newtown 
Creek and soaked Green-
point’s soil over several de-
cades. The state Attorney 
General’s Office officially 
holds the purse strings but 
has left the grant-making to 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vices and the North Brook-
lyn Development Corpora-
tion, a pro-business group. 
These administrators have 
split the awards into two 

types, small grants from 
$3,000 to $25,000 and “leg-
acy” grants from $25,001 to 
$3-million, leaving residents 
worried that the top payouts 
will go to bigwigs while small 
amounts will be used to pac-
ify the masses.

“I think they want to 
pepper the neighborhood, 
give out $10,000 here and 
$10,000 there to keep peo-
ple from complaining,” 
said Carle, adding he does 
not have time to apply for 
grant money himself but that 
he hopes that someone will 
pick up the charge and de-
velop his passion of reusing 
household water into a pro-
posal.

Some of the more than 200 
Greenpointers who showed 
up at a meeting about the 
money this week echoed 
those concerns, and fund 
administrators said they 

heard the message loud and 
clear.

“We’re going to make sure 
we do the job for the Green-
point community in a way 
that no one feels we had un-
due influence or a bias to-
wards anyone,” said Richard 
Mazur, executive director of 
the North Brooklyn Devel-
opment Corporation.

The community fund 
was created  in 2010 when 
Exxon Mobil and other 
oil giants opted to settle a 
lawsuit   brought by neigh-
borhood residents . Green-
pointers at past meetings 
have floated cleanup ideas 
such as installing permeable 
pavement around the neigh-
borhood, digging up a sec-
tion of Commercial Street 
to make a park, and mak-
ing rooftop gardens. 

The administrators plan 
to release the requests for 

proposals in early October 
and have set a first appli-
cation deadline of Nov. 20. 
Exxon Mobil, British Petro-
leum, and Chevron are also 
still on the hook  for sucking 
up the toxic sludge from un-
derground and below New-
town Creek .

The fetid waterway has 
accumulated pollution in its 
sediment and water since the 
1850s, when it was one of 
the busiest hubs of indus-
trial activity in the country, 
and the federal government 
 declared it a Superfund site 
in 2009 .

The spill, which seeped 
into the ground from scores 
of refineries between 1860 
and 1947, was first discov-
ered by the Coast Guard in 
1978. 

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency says that  30 
million gallons of oil seeped 

from underground refiner-
ies into Greenpoint’s soil and 
groundwater , but little work 
was done to clean the site un-
til 2004 when the environ-
mental organization River-
keeper sued Exxon Mobil, 
British Petroleum and Chev-
ron, the companies that 
bought up the sources of the 
historical pollution. The suit 
was later joined by local resi-
dents and public officials, in-
cluding Borough President 
Markowitz.

Exxon Mobil  took in the 
most profits of any publicly 
traded company in the world 
in 2012  (Chevron took in the 
eighth most) and the Green-
point community fund is 
chump change compared to 
other oil spill settlements. 
Exxon Mobil paid  $507-mil-
lion in damages to people and 
companies affected by the Val-
dez oil disaster in Alaska .

Continued from page 1
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