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Serving Brownstone Brooklyn and Williamsburg

Bad days for 
burlesque

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Not in Brooklyn’s backyard’s 
backyard!

Prospect Lefferts Gardens res-
idents are suing the state and the 
developer of a 23-story apartment 
complex planned for Flatbush Av-
enue, saying that the tower will 
destroy the low-rise residential 
neighborhood’s charming char-
acter and cast recreation-ruining 
shadows over Prospect Park.

“My initial interest in the proj-
ect was ‘How is my personal life 
going to change when a 23-story 
apartment goes up in my back-
yard?’ ” said Celeste Davis, who 
has lived in the neighborhood 

P’Park neighbors say hi-rise would darken park

The planned tower is a long 
building with a low-rise 
commercial portion along 
Flatbush Avenue and 23 
stories of apartments down 
Lincoln Road.
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for 25 years. “But then I real-
ized that it was about actually 
the whole backyard of the neigh-
borhood — Prospect Park is our 
backyard.”

The lawsuit claims that de-
veloper Hudson Companies 
Inc. got more than $72-million 
from the state’s Housing Finance 
Agency without first doing a le-
gally required environmental im-
pact study. That is a big prob-
lem, lawyers for the petitioners 
say, because the building at Lin-
coln Road could have an unprec-
edented effect on the neighbor-
hood’s look, its socioeconomic 
mix, and even the plant-life in Lefferts Gardener Celeste Davis says the high-rise would 

ruin the quiet vibe of this block.
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Burlesque performer Trixie Little shows off the skills she 
learned at Bklyn Beast and the House of Yes. House of 
Yes closed earlier this year and Bklyn Beast is closing.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

There is a do-it-yourself arts 
venue apocalypse happening 
in Williamsburg and these re-
naissance men and women are 
among the worst affected.

Take Trixie Little, the Balti-
more native and burlesque per-
former who moved to the area 
three years ago and soon took 
her artistic aspirations to be-
yond–Vincent Van Gogh levels 
by signing up to train in acro-
batics, parkour, and graphic de-
sign at three separate creative 
hubs — only to have them all 
take a trip to the big gentrify-
ing neighborhood in the sky in 

the latter half of 2013.
“It is really terrible,” said Lit-

tle. “I moved here to be able to 
take classes all the time and be 
surrounded by artists.”

First,  the House of Yes , where 
the minx practiced trapeze, shut-
tered in August. Then 3rd Ward, 
her Photoshop academy,  closed 
its doors  in October, followed 
this month by Bklyn Beast, where 

W’burg arts centers hit hard

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn vegans are down a place to 
get fried chicken, minus the chicken, now 
that an animal-cruelty-free Williamsburg 
staple is closing its doors.

Foodswings, one of the first vegan-
only restaurants in Brooklyn and a guilty 
pleasure of ultra-ethical animal lovers, 
announced this week that it will close 

its doors in 2014 because its landlord is 
tripling the rent and welcoming in a su-
shi restaurant. A worker at the 10-year-
old, humane-but-not-health-conscious 
eatery on Grand Street said he saw it 
coming.

“It’s Williamsburg, and that’s what hap-
pens here now,” said Foodswings man-
ager Tyler Krupsky. “The neighborhood 
has changed immensely and we are just 

the latest ones to go.”
Krupsky said the vegan fast food joint 

between Havermeyer and Roebling streets 
has been operating without a lease since 
the beginning of 2013.

Foodswings’ owners are not yet sure ex-
actly when the restaurant will close. They 
originally thought they would have to be 
out by Dec. 31, but they are negotiating for 

Foodswings strikes out
Popular vegan fast-food joint is closing after rent hike

Kevin Swenson shows off the vegan 
drumstick combo
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By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

City preservationists slapped 
the just-opened Gowanus Whole 
Foods Market with a fine last Fri-
day for failing to keep up the long-
abandoned historic building the 
high-end supermarket abuts on 
two sides, according to a city 
spokeswoman.

The city’s Landmarks Pres-

ervation Commission hit Whole 
Foods with a $3,000 fine for fail-
ing to maintain the dilapidated 
Coignet building at the corner of 
Third Avenue and Third Street, 
despite a promise to fix it, ac-
cording to commission spokes-
woman Elisabeth DeBourbon. 
Locals who have been calling 
on the organic grocery giant to 
refurbish the landmarked con-

crete-and-brick structure for years 
cheered the decision.

“Anytime there’s account-
ability, I’m going to be happy,” 
said Gowanus resident and musi-
cian Martin Bisi, who has docu-
mented the building’s decay, in-
cluding the disappearance this 
week of a crumbling banister on 
its front steps. “Hopefully this 

Landmarks panel fi nes new grocer for cracks 

The city says Whole Foods, right, let the historic Coignet 
building, left, rot.
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The Whole in the wall

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

And the Manhattanization of Brook-
lyn continues – with oysters.

The Grand Central Oyster Bar, a Mid-
town seafood icon that opened along 
with the landmark terminal in 1913, 
unveiled its first Brooklyn location in 
a triple-wide storefront in Park Slope 
last Wednesday. The afternoon opening 
of Oyster Bar Brooklyn on Fifth Ave-
nue was not so grand thanks to a total 
absence of diners, but the eatery’s co-
owners say they know they will do well 
because they know Brooklyn.

“Fifth Avenue used to be the ass of 
Park Slope,” co-owner and Park Slope 
resident Jonathan Young said. “Now it’s 
sort-of like restaurant row here, but we 

A taste of Grand 
Central in Slope

Oysterman José Cisneros at the Dec. 18 opening of Grand Cen-
tral Oyster Bar’s Park Slope outpost.
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Shucks!

do not want to change too much.”
Young, who previously served as 

general manager of the original res-
taurant, said he and his partner Bruce 
Fox wanted Park Slope to be the next 

outpost for the shellfish dispensary 
because of the borough’s “hot” fac-
tor. The proprietors never considered 
opening another Manhattan outpost, 

By Bill Egbert
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn takes trash from nobody 
— but soon it will be taking recycla-
bles from throughout the city and be-
yond.

A new 11-acre, $110-million recy-
cling center opened at the South Brook-
lyn Marine Terminal that will eventu-
ally handle all the recyclables collected 
in the city, and will likely import more 
from elsewhere for processing. 

The city is touting the facility — 
which brings 75 full-time jobs to Sun-
set Park — as the first major investment 
in the borough’s industrial waterfront 
in decades and a catalyst for further 
development.

“The state-of-the-art Sunset Park 
Material Recovery Facility will con-

Mammoth recycling center now open in Sunset Park 

Salvaging the waterfront

The $110-million facility in Sunset Park is capable of processing 1,000 
tons of material per day, and will eventually handle all of the city’s 
recyclables.
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BAD DAYS FOR 
SENIORS, TOO

SEE PAGE 9

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

There might be a light at the 
end of this tunnel.

The city reactivated the Gow-
anus Canal’s on-again, off-again 
flushing tunnel last Wednesday, 
but the jury is still out on whether 
the drainage system will finally 
live up to its century-old promise 

and freshen the fetid canal.
“This needs to be effective,” 

said Gowanus Alliance president 

Straight fl ush
Gowanus Canal gets its motor 
running — but for how long?

The Gowanus Canal’s flushing tunnel is back online and ex-
perts say it will make the channel look a little less like this.
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Cleaning the
Gowanus

SHADOW BOXING

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Interfaith Medical Center got 
an 11th-hour reprieve on Monday 
in the form of a cash infusion from 
the state to keep the hospital open 
for a few more months.

The state Department of Health 
will give the hospital enough 
money to operate at least until 
March 7, 2014, according to a state 
spokesman. The announcement 
came two days after officials for 
the hospital announced it would 
close on Jan. 7, amid outcry from 
activists and staffers about the loss 
of care for Central Brooklyn resi-
dents, most of them uninsured. 

“The state is committed to es-
tablishing a quality, accessible 
and sustainable health care deliv-
ery system to serve patients and 
community residents,” said state 
spokesman Bill Schwarz. 

Schwarz did not say how much 
money the state will have to spend 
to keep the hospital open, but 
sources close to the situation said 
they believed it was about $2-mil-
lion, which will come from a mix 

Keeping the ’faith
Interfaith Medical Center gets Hail Mary 
cash infusion, will remain open till March 7

of a loan from the Dormitory 
Authority of the State of New 
York and discretionary funds 
from the state budget.

Employees of the hospital 
said they were excited to be 
able to serve the community 
for at least a while longer, and 
vowed to continue to fight for 

a long-term fix.
“This is a victory for the 

175,000 Brooklyn patients that 
depend on Interfaith for care,” 
said New York State Nurses As-
sociation director Jill Furillo. 
“Our coalition will continue 
to work with the state in every 

The Bedford-Stuyvesant hospital will serve its mostly 
uninsured patients for at least a few more months, but 
activists want a permanent fix.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Yet another massive devel-
opment project planned for the 
Brooklyn waterfront has passed 
city muster.

The 77 Commercial Street 
project, one of two high-rise lux-
ury developments planned for 
the East River shore in the far 
reaches of Greenpoint, won a yes 
vote from the Council last Thurs-
day. Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Greenpoint) said he voted to 
green-light the towers that many 
of his neighbors hate because 
he feels, on balance, it will be 
good for the ’hood.

“I have heard from many 
Greenpointers expressing 
their opposition to the height 
and density of this project, but 
the open space and affordable 
housing needs of our commu-
nity that have persisted for years 
also go without question,” said 
Levin.

Council promises a new park

Greenpoint 
towers OK’d

The pol added that the Coun-
cil worked to get as many con-
cessions as possible out of both 
the developer and the city.

The perks include $9.5-mil-
lion to fully fund the Box Street 
park that  the city once promised 

The Council gave this 
pair of skyscrapers two 
thumbs up.
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See SHADOW  on page 4

See ARTS  on page 9

See VEGAN  on page 9

See CRACKS  on page 10

See RECYCLE  on page 10See OYSTER  on page 10

See TOWERS  on page 10 See GOWANUS  on page 9 See HOSPITAL  on page 10
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1435 E. Gun Hill Rd.
Bronx

The Wright Agency
(718) 671-8000

Ask me about the kinds of policies Allstate 
offers for Condominium or Cooperative 
owners and renters.

Condo? Co-Op? Rental?
To you it’s simply “Home.”
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HORS D’OEUVRES    

MIXED DRINKS

SCOTCH TASTING

CHOCOLATE TASTING

JACKPOT RAFFLES

SPLIT THE POT

&

COUVERT $25

COCKTAILS

TU-B’SHEVAT 

CELEBRATION

COUVERT $25

SAT. NIGHT 8PM

JAN, 11TH

CONGREGATION 

B’NAI AVRAHAM

FOR MORE INFO 

B R O O K LY N  N E T S  C OV E R AG E

The latest injury in a sea-
son filled with them will 
surely be the final nail in the 
Nets’ coffin, and maybe not 
just this season. 

If you follow the Nets, you 
know by now: the team lost 
All-Star center Brook Lopez 
to a broken right foot for the 
remainder of the season in an 
overtime loss to the division 
rival Philadelphia 76ers last 
Friday. The injury is the same 
type that kept him out most of 
the 2011-2012 season.

When the Nets mortgaged 
their future this offseason by 
trading away draft picks to 
bring in veterans, they saw 
this as a team built to win 
within the next two years. But 
the loss of Lopez leaves that 

This column was origi-
nally going to be about how 
Brooklyn’s backcourt is fi-
nally pulling its weight and 
the Nets’ big guys need to 
step it up.

The team ranks 28th in 
the league in rebounding, 
and their performance on 
Friday the 13th — over-
whelmingly out-muscled by 
Detroit’s front three — was 
scary bad. Meanwhile, the 
Nets had racked up to back-
to-back wins against teams 
with strong point guards. 
Surely these were signs that 
the backcourt was doing what 
it needed to do.

All that changed last week-
end with the news that All-
Star center Brook Lopez is 
out for the season with a bro-
ken foot.

General manager Billy 
King says no trade is on the 
horizon, and that Brooklyn 
can still win with guys like 
Andray Blatche and Reggie 
Evans filling the void.

Lopez injury likely critical

It’s backcourt’s time to shine

preseason title talk is all-but-
dead, mathematically, and the 
two-year, win-now window 
closing rapidly.  

As this column has written 
recently, coach Jason Kidd 
recognized that the Nets of-
fense was at its best when it 
was filtered through Lopez. 

In the short term, the Nets 
will need to reexamine that 
offense. And with a 9-17 re-
cord, there isn’t much time to 
figure it out on the fly.  

In the long term, what hap-
pens to Lopez? This will be 
his third surgery on his right 
foot. For big men of his height 

and weight, foot injuries can 
do more than linger — they 
can end careers.  Most recently, 
foot and ankle injuries prema-
turely squashed Yao Ming’s 
promising ascent. Let’s hope 
this isn’t the case for Brook-
lyn’s star center, but history is 
certainly not on his side.

A healthy Lopez is a top-
five center in the NBA. Un-
fortunately, he isn’t healthy 
often enough. By giving Lo-
pez a hefty max contract with 
no insurance just prior to last 
season, and by gambling on 
old players, the Nets have 
demonstrated that winning 
now is all that matters.  

As a result, they aren’t 
winning now and it’s hard 
to see them winning in the 
future.  

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports-world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

Brook Lopez in action against Philadelphia just be-
fore his season-ending foot injury.
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FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

of their rare talent.
But now they must go from 

better-than-average options 
to players having breakout 
years. They must look like 
the Williams and Johnson of 
old, and back-ups Tyshawn 
Taylor and Shaun Livings-
ton must attack the glass with 
abandon when the other two 
need a rest.

Andrei Kirilenko must 
finally get off the bench, 
and start pitching in on the 
glass. Jason Terry has to find 
the stroke that made JET so 
dangerous in Dallas for all 
those years. Paul Pierce, now 
the leader of the bench unit, 
must use his veteran wiles 
to make opposing second 
stringers look silly.

The Nets’ backup big guys 
might be able keep the team 
from falling apart — specif-
ically, Blatche has the abil-
ity to put up some big num-
bers with Lopez sidelined. 
But for better or for worse, 
Brooklyn’s fate is now in the 
hands of its backcourt.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

That may be true, but it 
leaves unspoken a paradigm 
shift in how the Nets will have 
to operate to get to the play-
offs. No longer will it be pass-
able for Brooklyn’s guards 
and small forwards to sim-
ply hold their own on an av-
erage night. Without Lopez, 
their leading scorer and paint 
anchor, the Nets’ little guys 
must completely dominate 

their opponents.
This shouldn’t be totally 

out of the question. The 
Nets’ two most expensive 
players, point guard Deron 
Williams and shooting guard 
Joe Johnson, were brought 
here to wreak havoc on op-
posing backcourts. Both are 
former All-Stars who have 
shown flashes, and some-
times sustained stretches, 

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

Deron Williams is going to have to do a whole lot 
more now that Brook Lopez is out for the season.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

SHOP BETTER - EAT FRESH - ALWAYS HALAL!

All Natural Halal Poultry;
Only at Balady!

We gladly accept phone orders for meats and groceries!

Halal USDA Meat Specials

Dairy Specials

Frozen Specials

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

Cheese
8 Portions

Labne
16 Oz.

Hummus
All Varieties
10 Oz.

Only

4/$500

2/$400

Only

2/$500

Only

2/$400
Only

400 Grams

Fillo Pastry
Sheets

Frozen
Vegetables

2/$500
Only

Chicken Nuggets or 
Chicken Patties

Paratha
Bread

$5 99
Only

3/$500
Only

7128 5th Avenue - 718-567-2252
BETWEEN OVINGTON AND 72ND STREET

OPEN 7 DAYS: 9AM-10PM
We Accept:  Food Stamps - All Credit Cards

Rice

Sugar
4 Lb. Bag

Corn Oil
96 Oz.

Jordanian Sweets Green
Olives
Approx.
4 Lbs.

Coffee
8 Oz.

2/$400
Only

2/$100
Only

$999
Only

$599
Only

2/$500
Only

4/$500
Only

4/$300
Only

$699
Only

$599
Only

$899
Only

$1 99
Only

$5 99
Only

Fruit
Drink
6 Pack

$399
Only U.K.’s Most 

Popular Drink!

24 Pack $14.99

Couscous
1 Kg.
Medium
and Fine

Fruit
Drink
2 Liter

2/$500
Only

Water
500 Ml.

$299
Only

From Mecca

Ginger
Tea

$349
Only

Mashmallows
White or Colored
8.82 Oz. Pkg.

2/$300
Only

New Crop Fresh Arrival

From Jordan

Mixed
Vegetables

Chick
Peas

Foule
Medammas
14 Oz.

Tahini
Glass Jar
32 Oz.

Mango/Guava
Nectars
1 Ltr.

Dried
Figs

Olive Oil
93 Oz.

Soup
Starter

Rice
10 Lbs.

Date
Bars
12 Pack

4/$300
Only

Soups

New
Soft Batch

Vermicelli
16 Oz.

$499
Only

Wafers
24 Pcs.

From Italy

Speciality Foods

FRESH
OLIVES

Gifts and Decor

Located in
Bay Ridge
Brooklyn!

Bidet

Jewelry Box

Glass Set
Ceramic
Plate

Tea Pot
Handcrafted 
Traditional Design

Only
$4499

Only
$2499

Only Only
$2499

Only
$1499

Only
$3999

$2999

#4 or #7

5 Pc.

Feta Cheese
All Varieties
500 G.

From Palestine
For Better

Hygiene

 
Digital Clock
with automated call to prayer!

Chocolates
900 Grams

Nuts
&

454 Grams

$1199
Only

4/$500
Only

Fafagello
Mango/Guava
Nectars
1 Ltr.

$1199
Only

El Koura
Extra Virgin
Olive Oil
93 Oz.

$699
Only

Ziyad
Jameed
Soup
Starter

Each

Gifts and DecorPilot
Bidet

Syrian
Jewelry Box
With legs & key

Moroccan
6 Piece
Glass Set

Hand Crafted
Ceramic
Plate

Moroccan
Tea Pot
Handcrafted 
Traditional Design

Only
$4499

Only
$2499

Only Only
$2499

Reg. $34.99

Only
$1499

Reg. $19.99Reg. $29.99Reg. $65.99

Only
$3999

Reg. $49.99

$2999
Reg. $44.99

From Palestine
For Better

Hygiene

Athan Prayer 
Digital Clock
with automated call to prayer!

Sale Dates: 12-26-13 thru 1-6-14

Stainless Steel
Whistling Tea Kettle

$849
Only

+Tax

Beautiful Quaranic
Embroidered Flag
or Wall Hanging

2/$1200

Castania
Nuts
Extra & Super Extra
454 Grams

Happy & 
Healthy
New Year
from 

Balady 
Market

Prospect Park.
“The tower is going to cast 

shadows over the park,” said 
Rachel Hannaford, one of the 
Legal Services lawyers rep-
resenting residents.

Neighbors of the planned 
high-rise claim that the 
building would be nearly 
one-and-a-half times as tall 
as the next tallest building 
near the park’s edge, and that 
its shadows could kill plants 
that need direct sunlight. 

Other neighborhoods sur-
rounding the park — includ-
ing Park Slope and Wind-
sor Terrace — restrict how 
high developers can build, in 
part for this reason, the ac-
tivists point out, while Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens’ zon-
ing allows for the building 
to go up without special per-
mission from the city

Letting the skyscraper 
rise would make Prospect 
Park’s long-dead designers 
roll in their graves, accord-
ing to opponents. 

“This tower would have 
a detrimental effect on 
[Calvert] Vaux and [Fred-
erick Law] Olmsted’s vi-
sion of the park,” Han-
naford said. 

The litigious Lefferts 
Gardeners add that the 200 
luxury apartments that come 
with the building would draw 
rich people in droves and 
prompt landlords through-
out the neighborhood to raise 
their rents. But the project 
developer says all that is 
just talk.

“The opponents of the 
project really just are against 
the development,” said Hud-
son vice president Allison 
Novak, pointing out that the 
Tivoli Towers complex on 
nearby Crown Street is 33 
stories tall.

Construction is scheduled 
for completion in early 2016, 
according to the company.

Lawsuits challenging de-
velopers for lacking envi-
ronmental impact studies 
are popular tools of proj-
ect foes. The companies 
behind Downtown’s  City 
Point mega-development  
and  a luxury tower town 
in Greenpoint  are facing 
similar suits from angry 
locals. 

LEADERS: WE WANT OUR BLOTTER
Local panel presses top lawmen and women to end the blotter blackout

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook
A gunman shot a guy as 

he was walking on Baltic 
Street on Dec. 22, accord-
ing to police.

The 25-year-old victim 
said he was walking at 1:40 
am between Hoyt and Bond 
Streets — on the way to the 
store around the corner from 
his home — when the goon 
shot him in the torso and in 
the groin with a .45-caliber 
handgun.

The man could not pro-
vide a description of his at-
tacker, said cops.

Taxi trouble
A trifling trio robbed a 

man as he attempted to hail 
a cab on Third Place on Dec. 
20, cops said.

The 27-year-old victim  
reported he was near Court 
Street at 5:25 am when the 
three bandits surrounded 
him, shouting, “If you make a 
move, we will stab you!” and 
“Give me what you have!” 

The victim forked over his 
cellphone, a debit card, a Cit-
ibank card, and $25 cash, po-
lice said.

Rear window
A vicious vandal broke the 

window of woman’s home 
on Visitation Place on Dec. 

22, then ran away, accord-
ing to cops.

The woman said she was 
watching TV in the upstairs 
bedroom of her home be-
tween Richards and Van 
Brunt streets at 9:20 pm when 
she heard the window break, 
according to cops, who did 
not recover any weapons at 
the scene. 

Brick house
A would-be burglar threw 

a brick into a lady’s apart-
ment window on Hoyt Street 
on Dec. 22, cops said.

The 24-year-old victim 
said she left her home be-
tween Union and Sackett 
streets at 1:30 am and re-

turned at 10 am to find the 
glass on her front door had 
been smashed. 

The main door to the 
building was also broken, 
said cops who recovered a 
brick at the scene. 

After taking stock of her 
apartment, the victim said 
she was not sure if anything 
had been stolen.

Ridin’ dirty
A varmint stole four tires 

and four rims from a man’s 
parked car on Hicks Street 
on Dec. 21, cops said.

The 37-year-old man said 
he left his green Nissan be-
tween Centre Mall and Bush 
Street at 8 pm on Dec. 21 and, 

when he returned at 12:45 
pm on Dec. 22, it was sit-
ting on blocks.

Sunroof strife
A saboteur threw some-

thing at a man’s car as he sat 
in traffic on Smith Street on 
Dec. 21, cracking his sun-
roof, cops said.

The 57-year-old vic-
tim told the law he was on 
Smith Street between Cen-
tre and Bush streets waiting 
for a truck to pull out of a lot 
at 1:30 pm when the hurler 
tossed an unknown object at 
his silver Acura, then fled 
the scene.

The victim informed cops 
that the person responsible 

was someone who he had a 
previous dispute with, but he 
did not give a description.

Copper copped
A thief stole nine cop-

per pipes from a base-
ment on Bond Street some-
time between Dec. 17 
and Dec. 18, police said.
The 37-year-old victim said 
the wily bandit broke into the 
basement between Sackett 
and Union streets through the 
building’s front door, which 
was broken, sometime be-
tween 11 am on Dec. 17 and 
6 am on Dec. 18. 

Cops have not made an 
arrest in the case.

 — Megan Riesz

Gunman shoots at pedestrian on Baltic

The long-standing tra-
dition of station houses 
providing local reporters 
access to incident reports 
in order to compile blot-
ters came to an abrupt 
end three weeks back due 
to pressure from NYPD 
headquarters. If you would 
like your local precinct to 
resume cooperating with 
the reporters who put to-
gether your weekly police 
blotter, you can contact 
the precinct’s community 
affairs officer or attend its 
next community council 
meeting. This information 
comes from the police 
department’s website. 
Dates, times, and meet-
ing places are subject to 

change. Contact your lo-
cal precinct’s community 
affairs to verify when the 
next council meeting will 
be.

 78th Precinct  
Commanding Offi cer: 

Deputy Inspector Michael 
Ameri

Community Affairs: 
(718) 636–6410

The council meets on the 
last Tuesday of every month 
at 7:30 pm in the 78th Pre-
cinct station house at 65 
Sixth Ave.

 84th Precinct 
Commanding Offi-

cer: Captain Maximo To-
lentino

Community Affairs: 
(718) 875–6850

The council meets the 
third Tuesday of the month 
at 6:30 pm. The location var-
ies, so contact the precinct’s 
community affairs officer 
to find out where the next 
one will be.

 88th Precinct  
Commanding Offi cer: 

Deputy Inspector Scott M. 
Henderson

Community Affairs: 
(718) 636–6526

The council meets every 
third Tuesday of the month 
at 7:30 pm. The location var-
ies, so contact the precinct’s 
community affairs officer 

Missing crime info?
How to tell cops you need the blotter

 POLICE BLOTTER
By Nathan Tempey
The Brooklyn Paper

Readers of this paper want 
their weekly police blotter 
back and they are letting cops 
know about it.

Sheepshead Bay’s Com-
munity Board 15 responded 
to the ongoing blotter black-
out by penning a letter to the 
top cops at One Police Plaza 
last week demanding report-
ers be allowed back into the 
precincts that have barred 
access to crime report in-
formation for the last  three  
 weeks .

“The press should be al-
lowed access so that the 
community can know what 
crimes are taking place,” said 
board chairwoman Theresa 
Scavo.

The Dec. 17 decision to 
send the missive garnered 
unanimous approval from 
the panel. One audience 
member and longtime local 
activist cheered the move, 
saying that the police blot-
ter helps him and his neigh-
bors stay safe.

“The blotter is the eyes 
and ears of the community,” 
said Ed Eisenberg. “It’s one 

of the first things I open up 
to. And I read every news-
paper.”

Eisenberg brushed aside 
the police communications 
department’s claim that it 
barred reporter access in or-
der to protect confidential in-
formation about victims and 
witnesses, pointing out that 
this paper never publishes 
names in its weekly com-
pilation of local misdeeds, 
only locations.

A community affairs offi-
cer at the neighborhood’s 61st 
Precinct said that the order 
to bar journalists came from 
One Police Plaza and that he 
has no idea when or if the 
policy might change.

“That information comes 
from headquarters,” said of-
ficer Sam Shaya in reference 
to the restriction on reporter 
access to complaint form in-
formation. “They’re the ulti-
mate bosses of all of us.

Across the borough in Fort 
Greene, the blotter black-
out came up at a Commu-
nity Board 2 meeting, too, 
only cops at the neighbor-
hood’s 88th Precinct denied 
that anything had changed, 

Continued from page 1
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for the location.

 90th Precinct  
Commanding Offi -

cer: Deputy Inspector 
Mark DiPaolo

Community Affairs: 
(718) 963–5309

The  council meets on 
the second Wednesday of 
each months at 7:30 pm at 
30 Montrose Ave., in the 
Community Room. But the 
date of each meeting is sub-
ject to change so contact 
community affairs.

 94th Precinct  
Commanding Offi cer: 

Captain James B. Ryan
Community Affairs: 

(718) 383–5298
The council meets 

the first Wednesday of 
the month at 7 pm in the 
Church of the Ascension 
at 122 Java St. (auditorium 
entrance).  

according to board member 
Charles Dubose.

A message left with the 
precinct’s community af-
fairs office on Monday was 
not returned, but an officer 
there said on Dec. 17 that no 
new arrangement could begin 

to be made until command-
ing officer Scott Henderson 
returned from vacation on 
Dec. 19.

Eisenberg lamented the 
lack of a police presence at 
local civic association meet-
ings, despite repeated invi-

tations.
“If you want to open up a 

dialogue, you don’t do it by 
slamming the door in peo-
ple’s faces,” he said, making 
it clear that he blames the de-
partment’s heads for the com-
munity relations freeze, not 

the local precincts.
“They’re between a rock in 

a hard place,” he said.
The police department’s 

office of the Deputy Com-
missioner for Public Infor-
mation did not respond to a 
request for comment.
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Ink-oming
Get ready for an influx of Nets tattoos.
Chris Torres, former bad boy on the TLC 

television show “NY Ink,” is opening what he 
said will be Brooklyn’s biggest tattoo parlor 
right in the shadow of the Barclays Center in 

the first week of Jan-
uary, following his tu-
multuous ride as a re-
ality star.

“Before my name 
was recognized 
throughout the coun-
try, I could have opened 
up any regular shop,” 
said Torres, 37, who ap-
peared on two seasons 

of the reality series. “After that, it would have 
been a bad look to do it on a low level. I had to 
kick it up and do it on a high level.”

Torres will lead a group of around eight 
artists at his new Red Legged Devils Studio 
— named after Brooklyn’s volunteer militia 
regiment in the civil war — on Flatbush Av-
enue near Sixth Avenue. Having grown up in 
Midwood, Torres is no stranger to the neigh-
borhood, which he believes is busy enough to 
grant him loyal customers — even at a going 
rate of $200 per hour.

“This area here is more of a community,” 
he said. “You have people that are walking by 
here every day.”

The tattoo artist said his experience on “NY 
Ink,” which chronicles tattoo artist Ami James 
as he opens and operates a shop in SoHo, was 
bittersweet. Though it catapulted him to fame, 
he claimed he was unfairly portrayed as a rascal 
as a result of a long-standing feud with James, 
and received a torrent of hateful messages on 
Twitter and Facebook as a result.

“[The producers] told me I was going to be 
a bad guy on the show,” Torres said. “People 
thought I was one thing, and I was not. They 
did not like me for it. If I were a lesser person, I 
would have jumped off a building by now.”

Still, Torres admits that his career exploded 
after the show, and he would not have been 
able to open his Flatbush Avenue shop with-
out the notoriety of his name.

“It gave me something to look forward to, 
to show the world I am a tattoo artist and what 
I am capable of doing,” he said.

Red Legged Devils Studio [229 Flatbush 
Ave. between Dean and Bergen streets]. — 
Megan Riesz

TAT T O O

We might be on the verge of 2014, but Gemini 
and Scorpio wants to party like it is 1929.

For New Year’s Eve, the event group is once 
again hosting its “Bootleggers Ball,” a swinging 
stroll back to a time when men wore fedoras, 
women were flappers, and hooch was made 
in the bathtub.

“People really re-
spond well to our pe-
riod events. Anything 
that is very visually 
inspiring, like circus 
or steampunk or ‘Star 
Wars’ aliens, does 
very well,” said Larisa 
Fuchs, a co-owner of 
Gemini and Scorpio.

For the Bootleggers Ball, the Irondale Center 
in Fort Greene will be decorated like a classic 
speakeasy and all of the entertainment with 
be reminiscent of a bygone era.

The main act will be the 13-piece Hot Shim 
Sham Orchestra, which brings back to life the 
music of big band bandleaders such as Benny 
Goodman and Artie Shaw.

“The music has so much energy and it is 
so alive,” said Jessie Bunting, who plays the 
saxophone and clarinet in the band. “It is cru-
cial that we play for dancers, not just people 
who want to sit and watch.”

As with Gemini and Scorpio’s other events, 
the entertainment will be constant and not 
just on the stage. Other acts at the ball will 
include aerialist Ivory Fox, strongman Adam 
Realman, and magician Nelson Lugo, who 
will circulate throughout the crowd. There 
will also be body painting, a vintage photo 
booth, and psychics. 

“We like creating an immersive environ-
ment,” said Fuchs. “It’s like you are walking 
into a movie set.”

Anyone who doubts their dancing abilities 
can come early and take swing lessons between 
9 pm and 10 pm with local dance school Brook-
lyn Swings. There will also be free champagne 
during the lesson — which should help get those 
gams and getaway sticks moving, and have you 
jiving and jitterbugging in no time.

“The Bootleggers Ball” at the Irondale 
Performing Arts Center (85 South Oxford 
St., between Lafayette Avenue and Fulton 
Street in Fort Greene,  www.geminiandscor-
pio.com). Dec. 31 at 9 pm. $40–$60. 
 — Danielle Furfaro

By Meredith Deliso
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
here is no wrong way 
to celebrate New Year’s 
Eve, but one person’s 

good time can be another’s 
personal hell. We get it. So 
if you are still figuring out 
where you are going to be 
when the ball drops this Dec. 
31, we have compiled a guide 
for every personality type, to 
help you find the party that 
is perfect for you.

For the rockers
Billy Joel has not put out an 

album in more than a decade 
— no bother, you just want to 
hear classics such as “Tell Her 
About It” and “Scenes from 
an Italian Restaurant,” any-
way. And you can safely bet 
money that the piano man will 
also play “New York State of 
Mind” when he comes to the 
Barclays Center this New Year’s Eve. Ben 
Folds Five will get things started — the 
piano-pop group did release an album last 
year, but we imagine it will play its clas-
sic hit “Brick” at some point, too.

Billy Joel at Barclays Center [620 At-
lantic Ave. at Pacific Street in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6100,  www.barclay-
scenter.com ], 8 pm. $64.50–$199.50. 

For the raver
If your idea of a perfect night out is 

dancing until the sun comes up, you are 
in luck. BangOn!NYC is throwing a party 
in an East Williamsburg warehouse that 
looks like a one-night Burning Man. There 

will be two main stages of electronic mu-
sic, as well as art installations, circus per-
formers, art cars, vendors, body painting, 
food trucks, and more.

BangOn!NYC’s “Time and Space” 
(location revealed upon ticket purchase, 
see  www.bangon-nyc.com ), 9 pm–6 am. 
$60-$140. 

For the VIP
Custom Fit’s Dumbo loft party has it all. 

Open bar? Check. Champagne toast? Check. 
Bottle service? Check. Fancy attire? Check. 
Throw in some hookahs, a buffet, and mul-
tiple DJs, and you have got yourself a party 
for those who like things classy.

Custom Fit’s “New Year’s Eve Under the 
Bridge” at DVA Loft (160 Water St. between 
Pearl and Jay streets in Dumbo, www.cus-
tomfitparty.com), 10 pm. $50–$1,500. 

For the Gatsby wannabe
Galapagos Art Space’s “1920s Paris 

New Year’s Eve Party” is “The Great 
Gatsby” meets “Moulin Rouge,” with 
can-can dancers, acrobats, aerialists, 
burlesque dancers, and more. The en-
tertainment will be followed by a dance 
party, so you can shimmy in your flap-
per dress or zoot suit and make Baz 
Luhrmann proud.

“A 1920s Paris New Year’s Eve Party” 

at Galapagos Art Space [16 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 222–8500, 
 www.galapagosartspace.
com ], 9:30 pm. $125+ (in-
cludes open bar until 1 am).

For the families
If New Year’s Eve to 

you means bundling up to 
watch fireworks outdoors, 
and cheering till your voice is 
gone with a crowd of strang-
ers, then head to Prospect 
Park for its annual concert 
and fireworks display. The 
show happens at Grand 
Army Plaza, but you can 
also catch the pyrotech-
nics on the West Drive and 
along Prospect Park West be-
tween Grand Army Plaza and 
Ninth Street.

New Year’s Eve at Pros-
pect Park’s Grand Army 
Plaza (Union St. between 
Flatbush Avenue and Pros-

pect Park West in Park Slope,  www.
prospectpark.org ), 11 pm. Free.

For the fitness fanatic
Get a head start on that New Year’s 

resolution to exercise more with a mid-
night fun run. The Brooklyn Road Run-
ners hosts its only nighttime race in Pros-
pect Park on New Year’s Eve, and runners 
and walkers of all stripes are welcome to 
attend (festive wear is encouraged, too). 
Reward yourself with a cup of hot choco-
late when you are done, and stick around 
for the fireworks.

“New Year’s Eve 5K Run” at Prospect 

Have a ball
PA R T Y

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

 HAPPY 
NEW 
YEAR!

– S T E A K H O U S E –

SINCE 1985

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year

WWW.EMBERSBAYRIDGE.COM

9519 3RD AVENUE
FOR RESERVATIONS

718-745-3700

PRIVATE PARTIES WELCOME We are open 7 days
Monday–Saturday: Noon–10pm, Lunch & Dinner 

Sunday: 2pm til close, Dinner

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com

There is a New Year’s Eve party for every Brooklynite

Out with Out with 
a bang!a bang!

Piano men: Billy Joel and Ben Folds will rock Brooklyn this New Year’s Eve when they play the 
Barclays Center. (Top) Traditionalists can catch fireworks at Prospect Park’s Grand Army Plaza.
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ANCHORMAN 2: THE LEGEND CONTINUES R 

11a, 1p, 1:30p, 3:30p, 4:10p, 6:10p, 6:45p, 8:45p, 9:25p
WALKING WITH DINOSAURS PG 11a, 1p, 3:15p, 5:30p, 7:45p, 9:45p

47 RONIN PG13 1:30p, 4:10p, 6:45p, 9:25p
THE WOLF OF WALL STREET R 1:30p, 5:15p, 8:45p

AMERICAN HUSTLE R 1p, 3:45p, 6:30p, 9:15p

A MADEA CHRISTMAS  FROZEN  SAVING MR. BANKS 
THE HOBBIT: THE DESOLATIO  THE HUNGER GAMES: CATCHING FIRE

For showtimes: www.paviliontheater.com or 718-369-0838

The Pavilion Theater

FREE POPCORN!
WITH THIS ADYour Destination 

For 
Authentic Neopolitan

Pizza!!

298 Atlantic Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11201

www.sottocasanyc.com

718-852-8758
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smackmellon.org. 
ART, “LEADERS OF MEN”: Exhibi-

tion of work by Marek Danielewski. 
Free. 1–7 pm. Yes Gallery (147 
India St. near Manhattan Avenue in 
Greenpoint), www.yesgalleryyes.
com. 

ART, “THE SEA IS A BIG GREEN 
LENS”: A collaborative installation 
of sound and sculpture from David 
Henderson & Douglas Henderson. 
Free. 1–6 pm. Studio10 [56 Bogart 
St. at Harrison Place in Bushwick, 
(718) 852–4396], www.studio10bog-
art.com.

ART, “TOO ART FOR TV 7”: Fine art 
exhibition of 20 artists in the anima-
tion industry. Free. 2–8 pm. Bunny-
cutlet Gallery [158 Roebling St. near 
Fillmore Place in Williamsburg, (917) 
584–7420], www.bunnycutlet.com. 

ART, “CONTAINMENT”: Group show 
exploring our increasingly troubled 
relationship with water. Free. 3–6 
pm. Proteus Gowanus (543 Union 
St. at Nevins Street in Gowanus), 
proteusgowanus.org. 

HOLIDAY CIRCUS: “Grandma” the 
clown is coming to the borough 
along with Santa, jugglers, acrobat-
ics, and dancers. $45–$65. 3 and 7 
pm. Master Theater [1029 Brighton 
Beach Ave. at Coney Island Avenue 
in Brighton Beach, (718) 732–3838], 
www.holidaycircus.com. 

ART, “SMALL WORKS”: Each of the 
80 pieces of artwork in the gallery 
are no larger than 12 inches. Free. 
4–7 pm. 440 Gallery [440 Sixth Ave. 
between Ninth and 10th streets 
in Park Slope, (718) 499–3844], 
www.440gallery.com. 

COMPETITIVE EROTIC FAN FICTION: 
NYC Championship Edition: Featur-
ing all past NYC winners. Hosted by 
Bryan Cook. $10. 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, VON WILDER, CORALEENA 
ELLIS, BOSKO SUBARA, T HEART, 
J-SYNDROME: $13. 8 pm. Trash 
Bar [256 Grand St. at Driggs Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

SAT, DEC. 28

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S 

DREAM”: Theatre for a New Audi-
ence’s inaugural production, di-
rected by Julie Taymor. $75–$100. 
7:30 pm. Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center (262 Ashland Pl. at Fulton 
Street in Fort Greene), www.tfana.
org.

MUSIC, BLINDMAN, TECHUNKA, 
NEWBORN, HEAVYFLOW: $8. 8 
pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand St. at Dri-
ggs Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–1000], www.thetrashbar.com.

MUSIC, CHARANGA SOLEIL: As part 
of BAMcafe Life. Free. 9 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and 
St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, DEAD POP STARS SOCIETY: 
10 pm. The Flat (308 Hooper St. be-
tween S. Fifth Street and Broadway 
in Williamsburg), www.thefl atbkny.
com. 

OTHER
ART, “BROOKLYN UTOPIAS: In 

TRANSITion”: Artists, activists, ar-
chitects, designers, and urban theo-
rists consider differing visions of an 
ideal city through the “concrete” 
example of Brooklyn. Free. 11 am–4 
pm. Old Stone House [Fifth Avenue 
between Third and Fourth streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], brook-
lynutopias.wordpress.com/upcom-
ing-exhibitions.

FAMILIES CELEBRATE KWANZAA: 

FRI, DEC. 27
ART, “PANGEA”: Exhibition of work 

by artists from around the world, 
all living and working in New York 
City. Free. 9:30 am–5:30 pm. New 
York Foundation for the Arts (20 Jay 
St. at Plymouth Street; Suite 740 in 
DUMBO). 

ART, “T E R R A E”: Exhibition of 
paintings by Orazio. Free. 10 am–4 
pm. VESPA Projects [262 Court St. 
between Kane and Degraw streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 243–0990], 
vespa-artsandcommunity.tumblr.
com. 

ART, “ALBUM TRACKS: Subway Re-
cord Covers”: Exhibition celebrates 
album artwork that features the 
New York City subway and elevated 
system. $7 ($5 children and seniors). 
10 am–4 pm. New York Transit Mu-
seum [Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, (718) 
694–1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

ART, “TWICE MILITANT: Lorraine 
Hansberry’s Letters to ‘The Lad-
der’”: New exhibition examining 
a lesser-known aspect of the life 
of the award-winning author of 
the landmark play “A Raisin in the 
Sun.” $12 (suggested). 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “THE FASHION WORLD OF 
JEAN PAUL GAULTIER: From the 
Sidewalk to the Catwalk”: The fi rst 
international exhibition of the cel-
ebrated French couturier’s work, 
including stage costumes worn by 
Madonna and Beyonce. $12 (sug-
gested). 11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brooklynmu-
seum.org. 

ART, “FOR & ABOUT: Art & Reactions 
to Superstorm Sandy”: Multiple 
local artists commemorate the fi rst 
anniversary of Hurricane Sandy. 
Free. 11 am–5 pm. BAC Gallery [111 
Front St. near Washington Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 625–0080], www.
brooklynartscouncil.org. 

ART, “THE GAMES WE PLAYED”: 
Throwback-themed exhibition fea-
turing urban artists, including Jamel 
Shabazz. Free. 11 am–7 pm. House 
of Art Gallery [408 Marcus Garvey 
Blvd. at Hasley Street in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (347) 663–8195], www.
hoagallery.com. 

ART, “WAR/PHOTOGRAPHY: Im-
ages of Armed Confl ict and Its 
Aftermath”: Explores the experi-
ence of war with an unprecedented 
collection of 400 photographic 
prints, books, magazines, albums, 
and camera equipment. $12 (sug-
gested). 11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brooklynmu-
seum.org. 

ART, “HOMECOMING”: Site-specifi c 
installation by Andrea Loefke. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. Smack Mellon [92 
Plymouth St. at Washington Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 834–8761], www.

Join with the Harris family and cel-
ebrate. Free with museum admis-
sion. 1–4 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 
Marks Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

ART, “A-SIDE/B-SIDE”: Exhibition 
examining the trend of artists ex-
tending their creativity outside the 
realm of a traditional studio prac-
tice and into the everyday world. 
info@rhombusspace.com. 1–5 pm. 
Rhombus Space (183 Lorraine St. 
between Clinton and Court streets, 
Third Floor in Red Hook), www.
rhombusspace.com. 

DJ MIKE “MARK PAZE” PACE: Free. 
10 pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

FLOATING KABARETTE: Featuring 
aerial and acrobatic feats, a late-
night dance party, and more. $25 
($20 in advance). 10:30 pm. Galapa-
gos Art Space [16 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 222–8500], 
www.galapagosartspace.com. 

SUN, DEC. 29

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DAVID POLLACK, MIRANDA 

INZUNZA, SWEETHEARTS, TWO 
BOROUGHS: $7. 8 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

OTHER
NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION: 

Welcome in 2014. Free with mu-
seum admission. 11:30 am. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

KWANZAA CELEBRATION: Teaching 
artist Iris Wilson leads participants 
in an interactive celebration with 
song, dance and a candle-lighting 
ceremony. $10 (family of fi ve; $2 
each additional member). 11:30 
am. Cumbe: Center for African and 
Diaspora Dance [558 Fulton St. at 
Flatbush Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 935–9700], www.cumbe-
dance.com. 

MON, DEC. 30
ART, “10 LAWS”: Exhibition by Al Pal-

drok, aka Anonymous Boh of Non 
Grata Group. Free. Grace Exhibi-
tion Space [840 Broadway Ave. at 
Park Street in Bushwick, (646) 578–
3402], grace-exhibition-space.com. 

ART, “THE CAR POOLERS”: Work by 
Alejandro Cartagena, whose proj-

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
December 27

Decade 
dance-off
It was not a bad year 
for music, 2013 — but 
was it as good as 
2003? Monthly dance 
battle “Head On” is 
pitting the two years 
against each other, 
with two DJs spinning 
the best songs from 
each. It is CHVRCHES 
and Vampire Week-
end against the likes 
of Outkast and Gold-
frapp, and you decide 
the winner by danc-
ing as hard as you can 
for your favorite.

10 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St., between 
Second and Third ave-
nues in Gowanus, (718) 
643—6510,  www.thebell-
houseny.com ]. Free.

SATURDAY
December 28

Hoop time
College ballers from 
all over the country 
hit the Barclays Cen-
ter for the Brooklyn 
Hoops Winter Festi-
val. A battle for local 
hearts will take place 
between St. John’s 
and Columbia, while 
Kansas State plays 
Tulane, and Virginia 
Commonwealth Uni-
versity takes on Bos-
ton College. 

2:30 pm, 5 pm, and 7:30 
pm at the Barclays 
Center [620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (800) 
745–3000,  www.barclay-
scenter.com ]. $26–$206.

SUNDAY
December 29

Winter 
wizardry
You may not be able 
to ride the Cyclone, 
but Coney Island is 
not closed for the 
winter. The magic 
has just moved 
indoors to Side-
shows By The Sea-
shore, where illusion-
ists, escape artists, 
mentalists, and other 
magicians are per-
forming every Sun-
day.

2 pm at Sideshows By 
The Seashore [1208 Surf 
Ave. at West 12th Street 
in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159  www.coneyis-
land.com ]. $8–$12.

MONDAY
December 30

Back to 
your roots
If you are too time-
poor (or just too 
poor) to get out the 
city for New Year’s, 
this may be the next 
best thing. Catskill-
area roots-rockers 
the Felice Brothers 
head downstate to 
bring some foot-
stomping folk to 
Brooklyn Bowl. The 
band can’t bring 
fresh mountain air or 
big trees with it, but 
it does have an 
accordion. 

9 pm at Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
North 11th and North 
12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369,  www.brooklynbowl.
com ]. $15–$20.

WEDNESDAY
January 1

Chill out
Start 2014 off with a 
splash, by joining the 
Coney Island Polar 
Bear Club for its 
annual New Year’s 
Day swim. It is 
almost certainly 
going to hurt, but it 
is all for a good 
cause — raising 
money for Camp 
Sunshine, a retreat 
for kids with life-
threatening illnesses.

1 pm at Coney Island 
Boardwalk (Boardwalk at 
Stillwell Ave. in Coney 
Island,  www.polar-
bearclub.org ). $20 sug-
gested donation.
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www.istanbulparkny.com 

Please bring coupon. Expires Dec. 30, 2013

First-Time 
Customer

Second-Time 
Customer

next purchase

(depends on location)

Istanbul Park is glad to serve you 
Turkish & Mediterranean food in great portions!

Whoopee: Beloved clown “Grandma” is at the Holiday Circus at 
Brigthon Beach’s Master Theater, through Dec. 29.
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The oasis in bustling Downtown Brooklyn
Offering massage and facial treatments customized to your wishes

 

 

GOLD SPA

Treat Yourself

Gold Spa is owned and managed by Irma Jarosch,  
a NYS board licensed Massage Therapist and Esthetician.

GOLD SPA
(Located in the entrance of Gold’s Gym)

85 Livingston Street (between Court St. and Boerum Place)

(929) 210-2171
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GRAND OPENING

PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE 
HAPPY HOUR IS ALL DAY, EVERY DAY AT THE BAR 

Breakfast is served every Saturday & Sunday, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.

Buy One, Get One FREE 
(of equal value or less) 

Brooklyn Tradition 
Only Valid on Sat. and Sun., 10 a.m.–1 p.m.

One coupon per table or group (not valid on 
split checks). Not to be combined with other 

offers. Must present this coupon.  
Expires 01/31/14. 

Buy One, Get One FREE 
(of equal value or less) 

Brooklyn Tradition 
Only Valid on Sat. and Sun., 10 a.m.–1 p.m.

One coupon per table or group (not valid on 
split checks). Not to be combined with other 

offers. Must present this coupon.  
Expires 01/31/14. 

FREE 
1/2 Onion Loaf 

With Purchase Of  
Any Entree.

One coupon per table 
or group (not valid on 

split checks). Not to be 
combined with other offers. 
Must present this coupon. 

Expires 01/31/14. 

FREE 
Mini Dessert 
With Purchase Of  

Any Entree.

One coupon per table 
or group (not valid on 

split checks). Not to be 
combined with other offers. 
Must present this coupon. 

Expires 01/31/14. 

FREE 
Steak Flatbread 

With Purchase Of  
Any Two Entrees of $16 or 

Higher Value.

One coupon per table 
or group (not valid on 

split checks). Not to be 
combined with other offers. 
Must present this coupon. 

Expires 01/31/14. 

 

718-623-TONY (8669)

Call 718-260-4501
digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

IS YOUR BUSINESS
EASILY FOUND ON 

THE INTERNET?

Your customers and
your competitors are online

Also offers a full suite of digital marketing

   Search Engine Optimization 
        Website Development
        Social Media Marketing
        Google AdWords Campaigns

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

art   lighting   furniture   decor

shoprico.com/giftshop 

546 third ave bklyn 11215 718.797.2077  

Select gifts in a range of prices 
for everyone on your list.

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

N
o player-haters allowed!

For single men and women 
looking for someone special to 

smooch on New Year’s Eve, Union 
Hall is here to help — with a boozy 
board game singles night that comes 
just a few days before the dawn of 2014. 
And according to the event’s organizer, 
you never know who you might meet 
over a game of Scattergories.

“I have people who have gotten 
married through events that I’ve had 
before,” said Mary Cantazaro, who 
believes that romance-themed ver-
sions of games like trivia, charades, 
and Pictionary are a revealing way 
to vet potential love interests. After 
all, in family-friendly Park Slope, 
what better way to meet a future co-
parent than seeing how they handle 
the stress of game night?

“It’s a good, fun way to meet peo-
ple instead of just going to a bar and 
hanging out,” she said. 

Teams will be switched up 

throughout the night, giving singles 
the opportunity to see how good that 
hottie holding the India Pale Ale is 

at miming out the title of “When 
Harry Met Sally.” You could not only 
score the digits of some sexy singles, 

but also prizes like event tickets and 
free drinks. 

It is a formula that Cantazaro has 
perfected, after planning events for 
companies and private parties at  POGO 
Events  for many years. This singles 
party is likely the first in a series, she 
said — future versions of the event will 
be targeted at gay and lesbian singles 
and other specific demographics. 

For now, the board game night is 
open to every gender, age, and sex-
ual orientation. Romantics, however, 
will have an edge, since all the games 
have a theme of “love” — so expect 
rom-coms and classic couples to fig-
ure strongly in the challenges.

“It’s not specifically gay or spe-
cifically straight,” Cantazaro said. 
“It’s specifically someone for New 
Year’s.”

“Are You Game? A night of 
booze, board games, and burnin’ 
love!” at Union Hall [702 Union St. 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400, 
 www.unionhallny.com ]. Dec. 28 at 
7 pm, $15.

Slope plays a new dating game
Find a New Year’s date over Pictionary at Union Hall

Cheers to New Year’s: “Are You Game?” singles night organizer 
Mary Catanzaro (left) toasts the Dec. 28 event with Union Hall 
booker Marianne Ways.
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By Brooklyn Paper Staff
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t is biodynamic kale at 20 
paces!

The long-awaited Whole 
Foods Market in Gowanus is  fi-
nally open , but some residents say 
the multi-billion dollar fancy-food 
empire will poach organic gra-
nola-munching customers away 
from locally-grown neighborhood 
stores. Yet for all its  roof-top bars 
and ramen stands , is Whole Foods 
really better? We cycled down with 
some canvas bags to see how it 
stacks up against nearby outlets 
of Fairway Market and Pathmark 
in the areas that really matter (to 
Brooklyn yupsters).

Whole Food Market [214 
Third Street at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 907–3622,  www.
wholefoodsmarket.com/stores/
brooklyn ]; Fairway Market [500 
Van Brunt St. near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 254–0923, 
 www.fairwaymarket.com/store/
red-hook-brooklyn-ny ]; Pathmark 
[1-37 12th St. at Hamilton Place in 
Gowanus, (718) 788–5100,  path-
mark.apsupermarket.com ].

Supermarket economy
How the new Gowanus Whole Foods stacks up

STORE WHOLE FOODS FAIRWAY PATHMARK

Open hours 8 am–11 pm daily 8 am–10 pm daily 6 am–midnight daily

Bike rack? Yes Yes No

No. of checkouts 32 17 13

Varieties of Greek yogurt 18 11 12

Quality of kale High High Average

Varieties of kombucha 4 3 0

Beer recommended by 
staff

Evil Twin, Captain 
Lawrence

Duvel, Red Stripe Blue Moon

Priciest cheese, 
per quarter-pound

$10.74 $9.99 $3.75

Cheapest peanut butter $2.79 $2.59 $2.68

Sample prepared sandwich Naan chicken tikka Lobster roll Turkey cheese hoagie

Salad bar price per pound $8.99 $6.99 N/A

Number of hummus flavors 12 20 25

Quinoa price per pound $5.49–$6.99 $6.79–$6.99 N/A

Reusable bag cost $1.99 $0.99 N/A

Notable non-food items Vinyl records of local 
bands

Fairway toy trucks Cookware
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ects employ landscape and 
portraiture as a means to 
examine social, urban, and 
environmental issues. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. United Photo 
Industries Gallery (111 
Front St. between Wash-
ington and Adams streets, 
Suite 226 in Dumbo), unit-
edphotoindustries.com. 

TUES, DEC. 31
COUNTDOWN: Learn about 

the traditions behind the 
party and make a party 
hat to welcome in the new 
year. Free with museum ad-
mission. 11:30 am and 2:30 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

MUSIC, BILLY JOEL: With Ben 
Folds Five. $64.50–$199.50. 

8 pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c 
Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100], www.bar-
clayscenter.com. 

THE RUB NYE: With DJ Ayres 
and DJ Eleven, plus special 
guests Nick Cathdubs and 
Prince Klassen. $45. 9 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

A 1920S PARIS NEW YEAR’S 
EVE PARTY: Dress for an 
elegant night of dancing. 
Seated tickets include open 
bar until 1 am. $125-$225 
(seated). 9:30 pm. Galapa-
gos Art Space [16 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–8500], www.gala-
pagosartspace.com. 

KARAOKE KILLED THE 
CAT NEW YEAR’S EVE 
SPECTACULAR: Karaoke 
dance party, hosted by 
Chris Goldteeth and Lord 
Easy. $5. 10 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE: Celebrate 
the new year Brooklyn style 
with a concert, refresh-
ments and the annual fi re-
works display. Free. 11 pm. 
Grand Army Plaza (Union 
Street between Flatbush 
Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). 

WED, JAN. 1
CONEY ISLAND POLAR 

BEAR CLUB’S POLAR 
DIP: Take the plunge and 
help raise money for Camp 
Sunshine. $20 (suggested 
donation). 1 pm. [Stillwell 
Avenue at the Boardwalk 
in Coney Island, (207) 655–
3800], www.polarbearclub.
org. 

THURS, JAN. 2
. ASTRONOMY LIVE: Celes-

tial Polar Express: This lec-
ture will discuss polaris, and 
the difference between the 
poles. $15, $13.50 (seniors 
& students,) $12 (mem-
bers). 6:30 pm. American 

Museum of Natural History 
[Central Park West at 79th 
Street in Upper West Side, 
(212) 769–5200], www.
amnh.org/calendar/celes-
tial-polar-express. 

MUSIC, LIVING COLOUR: 
$15–$20. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

FRI, JAN. 3
50 FIRST JOKES: Fifty comics 

come together to tell the 
fi rst joke they’ve written 
for the new year. Hosted 
by John F. O’Donnell. $12 
($10 in advance). 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, AYANNA LEE: As 
part of BAMcafe Life. Free. 
9 pm. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 

www.bam.org. 

SAT, JAN. 4

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, TIMESHARES, UP 

FOR NOTHING, MIKEY 
ERG, FREELANCE RO-
MANTIC: $10. 7 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, MARY HALVOR-
SON QUINTET: As part 
of BAMcafe Life. Free. 9 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

ART, TARGET FIRST SATUR-
DAY: Music, entertainment, 
and fun activities. Free. 
5–11 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

A
ttendees at this Philippines 
fund-raiser can wear their 
support for the typhoon-

ravaged country on their sleeve 
— forever.

A group of artists is hold-
ing a unique charity event in 
Crown Heights on Jan. 4, to 
raise money for disaster re-
lief efforts in the Philippines. 
The fund-raising “experience” 
will be held at creative co-
working and gallery space 
FREECANDY, and will in-
clude burlesque performers, 
painted models, and live hip-
hop. But the big draw of the 
event is an old fashioned raf-
fle — where the grand prize 

winner will score a tattoo cov-
ering their entire upper-arm 
and shoulder.

“Our generation is thrifty,” 
said Miranda Sullivan, spokes-
woman for event co-sponsor 
 Anonymous Arts Alliance , 
adding that this means the 
group often has to come up 
with unconventional ways to 
get people to part with their 
hard earned money.

“We come up with a lot of 
great ideas that maybe don’t 
make any sense,” she said.

The arts alliance is teaming 
up with producer and booker 
Felicia Cruz, as well as the 
 ArtForSkins  clothing line and 
 Fight For Future , an Internet 
freedom advocacy group, to 
deliver the cash-generating 

bash. The event will offer 
three cheap raffles, chock-full 
of hipster and hippie prizes. 
One features a chance to win 
signed paintings and origi-
nal artworks for $2 per ticket, 
while the others, for $5 and 
$10 per ticket, promise the 
lucky winner a gift that will 
stay with them for a very long 
time — a half-sleeve tattoo, 
courtesy of ink artists Jillien 
Reveron and Terrell Middle-
brooks.

“That better bring every 
hipster in Brooklyn,” Sulli-
van said. “You are going to 
be answering to that decision 
for the rest of your life.”

The collaborative evening 
— dubbed “Mahal” from 
the Filipino word for “love” 

— was designed not only to 
raise money for those affected 
by the typhoon that hit the is-
land nation in November, Sul-
livan explained, but also to ex-
plore how people can transform 
and heal through human in-
teraction.

“We’ve chosen to focus on 
a particular incident, Typhoon 
Haiyan, because it is easier for 
humanity to understand the re-
actions needed of them in these 
situations — to put effort into 
love for a select group instead 
of the collective,” she said.

“Mahal” at FREECANDY 
(905 Atlantic Ave. between 
Waverly and Washington 
avenues in Crown Heights, 
 www.freecandy.tv ). Jan. 4 at 
8 pm. $10.

Tatts entertainment
Artists raffl e tattoos for fund-raising event

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Park (Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope,  www.prospect-
park.org ). 11:15 pm. $40, or $30 in 
advance.

For the cheapskate
You do not have to dip into your 

savings for a memorable New Year’s 
Eve. Union Hall is hosting a special 
edition of its “Karaoke Killed the 
Cat” karaoke dance party for the big 
day, and admission is no more than 
the price of a grande latte. You can 
also take advantage of drink spe-
cials, sure to get you in the singing 

— and dancing — mood.
“Karaoke Killed the Cat” at Union 

Hall [702 Union St. near Fifth Ave. in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400,  www.
unionhallny.com ]. 10 pm. $5.

For the music snob
If the thought of spending the 

last few hours of 2013 listening to 
a crappy party band fills you with 
dread, then you will be in good 
hands at the Knitting Factory. The 
Williamsburg venue hosts the Fela! 
Band, a group comprised of members 
of the Antibalas Afrobeat Orches-
tra and cast members of the Tony 
Award-winning musical “Fela!” The 
show ended its Broadway run four 
years ago, but the group is still par-
tying on.

The Fela! Band at the Knit-
ting Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Havemeyer Street in Wil-
iamsburg, (347) 529–6696,  www.
bk.knittingfactory.com ]. 9 pm. $50.

For the classy couple
Dress to the nines and get a ta-

ble with a fantastic view at the Ides, 
Andrew Tarlow’s rooftop bar at the 
Wythe Hotel. The bar will be serv-
ing a menu of indulgent small bites 
as fancy as you are, including caviar 
and blinis, shrimp cocktails, lobster 
salad sliders, and duck liver mousse. 
After dinner, you can grab a drink at 
the bar and dance to DJs, who will 
be spinning all night.

The Ides at the Wythe Hotel [80 
Wythe Ave. between N. 11th and N. 

12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
460–8004,  www.wythehotel.com ]. 
Reservations recommended. 

For the diners
See the year out with a swing in 

your step and a full belly at Il For-
netto. The waterfront Italian restau-
rant is throwing a New Year’s Eve 
“extravaganza” that includes a four-
course dinner, full open bar, party 
favors, a DJ, and dancing. This party 
is popular and seating is limited, so 
make sure to RSVP in advance so 
you do not miss out.

“New Year’s Eve Extravaganza” 
at Il Fornetto [2902 Emmons Ave. at 
E. 29th Street in Sheepshead Bay, 
(718) 332–8494,  www.ilfornettores-
taurant.com ]. $100 per person.

BANG...
Continued from page 5

Sweet fund-raiser: Keith Gill, the gallery director of FREECANDY, and Miranda Sullivan of Anony-
mous Art Alliance, which will host the “Mahal” fund-raiser in the space on Jan. 4
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Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough 

to provide you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer 

like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers,  

visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit  

www.FlushingBank.com.

60-Month CD

2.15%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY*

Our great rates are always in season.
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she worked on her parkour, a 
form of street gymnastics that 
is like skateboarding without 
the skateboard.

Bklyn Beast only opened 
in January, but announced 

this month that it was closing 
temporarily and, on Tuesday, 
members got a letter saying 
that the Bogart Street facility 
would close for good.

“This closure is due to no 
fault of our own, however we 

had no choice but to move 
forward in seeking a new lo-
cation,” wrote owners Shem 
Rajoon and Luciano Acuna 
Jr. “We have had an unbe-
lievable year that changed 
all of our lives.”

The closure of three neigh-
borhood arts institutions in 
rapid succession comes as no 

Continued from page 1

ARTS...

more time, said Krupsky.
The owners may try to re-

open in another location or 
may start a food truck, ac-
cording to Krupsky.

Vegan activist Deborah 
Diamant, organizer of the 
monthly fund-raiser Vegan 
Drinks, said she is sad one of 
the handful of strictly meat-
and-dairy-less eateries in the 

Continued from page 1

VEGANS...

Paul Basile. “This is the first 
key element of the clean ca-
nal. It will never been sus-
tainable without this.”

The 1.2-mile-long tube 
was installed 102 years ago to 
pump polluted water from the 
canal into Buttermilk Chan-
nel, the East River passage-
way that separates Governors 
Island from Brooklyn. The 
tunnel broke in the 1960s and 
the canal sat stagnant until 
the city started it up again in 
1999, reversing the flow so 
that water from the Butter-
milk Channel flushed into 
the still-stinky canal, only 
to have it turned off once 
more as part of the feds’ 
$506-million canal clean-
up. The city’s Department 
of Environmental Protection 
would not give an estimate 
of how long it will be before 
the next breakdown.

The tunnel has three turbine 
pumps that will funnel in the 
oxygen-rich water, but the ma-
chinery is not yet moving the 
promised 100-million gallons 
per day it should, the depart-

ment said. Two pumps are be-
ing kept deactivated to avoid 
stirring up the toxic gunk at 
the bottom of the canal and to 
keep from breaking the tunnel 
itself after three years with no 
motion from the ocean.

Officials believe restart-
ing the drainage system could 
eventually make  Brooklyn’s 
nautical purgatory  livable for 
fish, crabs, and all kinds of 
aquatic life. Officials doubt it 
will ever be safe to eat aquatic 
critters out of the canal, even 
after the federal government 
is finished scraping its bot-
tom and sealing the remain-
ing mercury and heavy metals 
under concrete as part of its 
Superfund scrub-down.

But one local leader sure 
hopes the water-mover works 
this time around.

“We are wildly optimistic 
about this because having re-
liable infrastructure in place 
is essential for the future en-
vironmental and economic 
viability of the Gowanus 
Canal,” Community Board 
6 district manager Craig 
Hammerman said.

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Downtown and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, and 
entertainment, plus our original 
columnists, cartoonists and the 
world’s best Cyclones coverage 
in a convenient package. 
It’s one-stop shopping with 
excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, 
no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers 
our neighborhoods 
with the intensity of 
BrooklynPaper.com. The 
award-winning site is 
updated several times 
every day, offering fresh 

news, arts and features — faster, better and deeper 
than any other online publication. Visit it several times 
a day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.
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Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”
“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.
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By Natalie O’Neill

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zorn
Grand Army Plaza’s food 

truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron Short
Southern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron Short

New York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex Rush
Most bikinis only charge 

the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru Coryne
The walls are closing in on 

Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 
whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ng
A beloved stuffed animal lost by 

a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’Neill
The whole country may 

have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeod
Verizon broke the law — and 

the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11
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supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 
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GOWANUS...

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Williamsburg residents 
of all ages rallied last week 
to save the embattled neigh-
borhood senior and daycare 
hub that is in danger after a 
big rent hike.

Longtime and recently born 
Willamsburgers gathered at 
the Swinging Sixties Center 
last Thursday evening to show 
their support for the commu-
nity center that has hosted pro-
grams for elderly people and 
kids, as well as community 
board meetings, since 1974. 
In a letter two weeks ago, the 
building’s new landlord  raised 
the rent by a third and threat-
ened to padlock the tots and 
oldsters out if the center fails 
to pay , prompting the place’s 
patrons to sing its praises — 
and their own.

“Those kids are the fu-
ture of our neighborhood 
and us guys are the his-
tory of our neighborhood,” 
said 73-year-old Katherine 
Torello. “I don’t want this 
place to ever close.”

The center has had a rough 
few years. The city revoked 
funding for both the senior 

Coming out Swinging
Seniors and toddlers rally to save community center

and toddler programs in 2012, 
then restored the money after 
residents raised a stink. The 
activist group Saint Nick’s 
Alliance raised $20,000 
to help the tenants reno-
vate and repaint the inte-
rior when the landlord re-
fused to do any work. The 
group also offered to buy the 
building for $6-million, but 
the previous owner accepted 

$4.5-million from father-and-
son team Victor and Harry 
Einhorn instead.

Alliance spokesman Greg 
Hanlon said his organization 
still wants to buy the place 
from the Einhorns and that 
he hoped the protest would 
make them consider it, or at 
least think about giving the 
center a break.

“Once the community’s 

attachment to this building 
is underscored, anyone who 
owns it would want to keep 
a good thing going,” Han-
lon said.

Janice Peterson, a member 
of the Swinging Sixties board 
of directors and Community 
Board 1, says she is trying 
to convince the city to seize 
the building because the pro-
grams get city funding.

A group of seniors who frequent the Swinging Sixties Center rallied last 
Thursday to keep the facility open.
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The Gowanus Canal’s flushing tunnel is back on-
line, but it is anybody’s guess how long it will be 
before the crusty tube goes silent again. Join us for 
a look back at the putrid pipe’s history.

1911: The canal is gross after four decades as 
an industrial waterway. The flushing tunnel is built 
to push water from the channel into the New York 
Harbor.

1961: Service on the tube is suspended due to 
mechanical failure.

1994: The Department of Environmental Protec-
tion begins a rehabilitation of the system, reversing 
the flow to bring harbor water into the head of the 
fetid canal.

1999: Work is completed and the pumps are turned 
on again. The city proclaims that schools of fish and 
blue crabs have miraculously returned.

2008: The city announces that it will close the 
pipe for two years to prep for the canal’s federal Su-
perfund clean-up.

2010: The drainage system comes back online 
briefly, but then closes for further repairs.

May 2013: Mayor Bloomberg declares that the 
city will spend $160-million to make the tube move 
215-million gallons of seawater into the canal every 
day — 60-million gallons more than it could prior 
to the 2010 shutdown.

December 2013: City officials hail the reac-
tivation of the tunnel, which they say will bring up 
100-million gallons of fresh water daily, for now.

— Megan Riesz

102 years of fl ushing

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

Young adult author Ned 
Vizzini committed suicide 
by jumping off the roof of 
his parents’ Park Slope apart-
ment building on Dec. 19, ac-
cording to the medical exam-
iner’s office. He was 32.

Vizzini  grew up in Park 
Slope  and authored four nov-
els for teens, including the 
best-selling “It’s Kind of a 
Funny Story,” based on his 
five-day stay in New York 
Methodist Hospital’s psy-
chiatric ward. His death 
sparked an outpouring of 
grief and remembrance 
from his friends in the lit-
erary community.

YA author remembered
Park Slope’s Ned Vizzini took his own life on Dec. 19

borough is kaput.
“A lot people think the 

food vegans eat is so strange, 
and Foodswings made the 
food seem less strange,” said 
Diamant.

The building’s owners 
could not be reached for 
comment. 

surprise to practitioners of 
the esoteric skills they taught, 
but it still smarts.

“Our neighborhood had 
all this culture and random 
gritty New York style, and 
now it is all being paved over 
by little bistros and things 
that are safe for the upper 
class,” said Michael Saab, 
head of party performance 
company Modern Gypsies 
Productions, who also took 
classes at both Bklyn Beast 
and House of Yes. “Capital-
ism always rules and who-
ever doesn’t have the money 
gets pushed aside.”

When House of Yes shut 
down its Maujer Street space 
in August, organizers vowed 
to find another space, but so 
far the organization has had 
no luck, though some of the 
instructors have begun teach-
ing out of a space in Man-
hattan.

House of Yes co-founder 
Anya Sapozhnikova said she 
believes the government needs 
to step in to keep arts organi-
zations like hers afloat.

“The problem is not just 
in this neighborhood but 
in our whole city and our 
whole country,” said Sapo-
zhnikova. “There just aren’t 
enough government subsi-
dies for arts and cultural or-
ganizations.”

As for Little, she says that, 
despite all her favorite foam 
pit, Adobe Creative Suite, and 
aerial silk spots closing, she 
is not packing up and leav-
ing just yet. But she sure 
hopes Brooklyn saves some 
room for the quirky kind of 
work that makes her world 
go round.

“Why aren’t we protecting 
this place?” she said.

“Ned loved to write about 
nerdy outsiders who were 
finding their way to man-
hood, and he did it better than 

anyone,” Vizzini’s Harper-
Collins editor Alessandra 
Balzer wrote in a statement 
on Facebook. “He’ll always 
be one of my favorite writers 
and his death leaves an un-
imaginable void in our com-
munity.”

In addition to writing, 
Vizzini often gave talks about 
his long battle with depres-
sion, and how students can 
use prose to overcome men-
tal health problems. 

His 2006 novel “It’s Kind 
of a Funny Story” was  adapted 
into a 2010 film  starring Zach 
Galifianakis, Emma Roberts, 
and Viola Davis. Vizzini had 
moved to Los Angeles, where 
he co-authored two young 

adult fantasy books, “House 
of Secrets,” with film direc-
tor Chris Columbus, and was 
writing for J.J. Abrams’ up-
coming NBC thriller “Be-
lieve” in the weeks before he 
took the fatal 13-story plunge 
on Plaza Street West.

“I am stunned and deeply 
saddened by the death of Ned 
Vizzini,” Columbus told the 
Los Angeles Times. “He was 
the perfect collaborator, with 
a brilliant imagination and a 
sharp sense of humor.”

Vizzini is survived by 
his wife, Sabra Embury, 
their son, Felix, his parents, 
James Vizzini and Emma, 
his brother, Daniel, and his 
sister, Eleonora.

Ned Vizzini in 2004.
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will be enough of a deterrent 
where it will motivate Whole 
Foods to keep it up.”

A few grand is pocket 
change to the grocery giant, 
which took in $11.7-billion 
in revenue in 2012.

The city gave the retailer 
a permit on Aug. 1 to repair 
and restore the landmark, but 
that work has not yet begun, 
DeBourbon said.

A Whole Foods spokes-
man said he was not aware 
of a violation, though he had 
heard construction work-
ers talked to the city about 
plans to revamp the Coig-
net façade.

Neighbors have accused 
Whole Foods of letting the 
Coignet building rot since the 
company bought the lots next 
door and agreed to spruce 
up the building in 2005. The 
loss of the right banister was 
only the latest in a series of 
blows to the structure, in-
cluding the recent  appear-
ance of a large crack on its 
base  that neighbors said was 
caused by construction on 
the supermarket.
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Christmas is all around, 
from the pleasant 
smell of pine trees 

on Montague Street to the 
repetitive carols piped into 
every store and played on 
every radio station. 

Moving through De-
cember, there is constant 
talk about the values of the 
season. It makes me real-
ize that I hope my children 

The real spirit of Christmas
ghosts who visit Scrooge 
and have seen “Meet Me 
In St. Louis” and all the 
“Home Alone” movies.

The spirit of the sea-
son, though, is where I 
find real meaning and I 
believe that to carry this 
with them year-round, my 
girls need to believe in the 
Almighty, in one way or 
another. 

This is different from 
religion, which my daugh-
ters have. 

Being Jewish is a way 
they identify themselves, 
our synagogue a commu-
nity they belong to. Reli-
gion offers a set of instruc-
tions and guidelines, but 
a spiritual life is internal, 
a moral center, a place of 
refuge. 

If my girls have faith, 
then they have something 
to carry them through dis-
appointment and sadness, 
to support them at times of 
loneliness and heartache. 

Prayer is like picking 
up the phone and God is 
about believing something 
is on the other end to hear 
your thanks, confession, or 
confusion. God somehow 
connects you to the uni-
verse.

I want my girls to feel 
linked to something greater 
than themselves. Some-

thing that is eternal.
This may be a cop-out 

on my part. 
It could be construed as 

a way to shift responsibil-
ity for my kids onto some 
entity, giving me someone 
to blame for everything my 
children do wrong and for 
all the little misfortunes in 
their lives. 

But that is not the 
point. 

I hope my teenagers will 
live their lives fully, pas-
sionately, taking risks and 
throwing themselves into 
the world. 

I hope they will be car-
ing and compassionate to 
their friends, but also help 
strangers and work to make 
the world a better place. 
A life well lived will have 
ups and downs, and in their 
joy and sorrow I don’t want 
them to ever feel alone.

This, to me, is what 
the spirit of the season is 
about, joining with friends 
and family, with the world 
around us, and with some-
thing greater. 

This is the spirit I hope 
my daughters will connect 
with today and the whole 
year round.

Merry Christmas and 
a very happy New Year 
to all.

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

have some God 
in their lives.

It is not that 
the pageantry 
and spectacle of 
the holiday isn’t 
fun, especially 
for my Jewish 
family, since 
we engage with Christmas 
through the tree at Rocke-
feller Center and the win-

dows at Saks Fifth Avenue. 
The related stories are great 
too — my girls know all the 

tinue the reactivation of New 
York City’s working water-
front, bringing innovative 
industries, economic activ-
ity, and jobs to the Brooklyn 
waterfront,” Kyle Kimball, 
president of the New York 
City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, said at 
the opening.

The vast recycling center 
has the capacity to process 
1,000 tons of material a day 
— 37 percent more than the 
Department of Sanitation col-
lects — allowing for lots of 
excess capacity even if the 
city’s curbside haul grows in 
the future.

But bringing in all that 
material will not mean more 

trucks rumbling though the 
neighborhood. Most of it will 
arrive by barge and the sorted 
items will be exported mostly 
by train along a newly reno-
vated freight rail line.

In fact, by centralizing the 
city’s recycling and divert-
ing transportation onto wa-
ter and rail, the new Sunset 
Park facility will eliminate 
approximately 240,000 miles 
of sanitation truck travel from 
city roadways every year, ac-
cording to the operator, Sims 
Metal Management, the larg-
est metals and electronics re-
cycler in the world. The com-
pany has a 40-year contract 
with the city.

The facility has taken al-
most a decade to design and 

to build before tethering it 
to the development . 

Also included is $14-mil-
lion to move the disabled 
city vehicles currently rot-
ting on the site of the future 
park, including transit au-
thority Access-A-Ride and 
emergency response bug-
gies that have sat there for 
decades.

Two hundred of the 720 
apartments planned for the 
two 30-story high-rises 
will be set aside for be-
low-market rate housing 
as part of the deal. 

The so-called “afford-
able” units will be reserved 
for people making from 40 
to 125 percent of area me-
dian income, which is down 

from the rates of between 
80 percent and 175 that the 
builder had proposed.

“It has been years in 
the making but Green-
point will now be getting 
a beautiful, fully-funded, 
and long-sought-for park 
on the waterfront and 200 
permanently units of af-
fordable housing that make 
our community more af-
fordable for working fam-
ilies,” said Levin.

The approval comes 
on the heels of the Coun-
cil  giving key elements of 
the huge Greenpoint Land-
ing project the go-ahead  
the week prior.

Developer spokesman 
Jay Segal did not return 
calls for comment. 

Continued from page 1

TOWERS...

they said.
“Obviously, it’s a business 

decision as much as it’s a gut 
feeling,” Fox said.

Oyster Bar Brooklyn will 
offer a rotating menu of oys-
ters from Long Island, Rhode 
Island, and Prince Edward Is-
land, a Canadian province, 
among other bivalve havens, 
plus other pescatarian fare 
such as fried calamari and 
mussels. Beer picks include 

Blue Point Hoptical Ilusion 
and Bronx Pale Ale, though 
those might change as the 
owners get a better idea of 
what the locals want.

“If they sell, great. If they 
don’t, we’ll change it up,” 
Fox said.

Oyster Bar Brooklyn [254-
256 Fifth Avenue between 
Carroll Street and Garfield 
Place in Park Slope, (347) 
294–0596, www.oysterbar-
brooklyn.com]. 

Continued from page 1

CRACKS...

Continued from page 1

RECYCLE...

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Continued from page 1

OYSTER...

way possible to secure federal 
funding so that we can keep 
Interfaith open as a sustain-
able full-service hospital for 
the long-run.”

One staffer called it a 
Christmas miracle.

“It’s like a miracle that we 
are still open and still doing 
what is right by providing op-
timum care for the commu-
nity,” said Charmayne Sad-

dler-Walker, a registered nurse 
at the hospital. 

The hospital employs 1,544 
people. It was originally sup-
posed to close in August but 
faced opposition from politi-
cians,  including mayor-elect 
Bill DeBlasio , and unions rep-
resenting staffers. A bank-
ruptcy judge postponed the 
closure several times, ordering 
 all sides to sit at the negotia-
tion table  in November.

build, and includes several 
eco-friendly flourishes — in-
cluding an on-site stormwa-
ter-runoff management sys-
tem and a 600-kilowatt solar 
power plant, one of the city’s 
largest. Next year Sims plans 
to add a 100 kilowatt wind 
turbine. In 2010, the plant 
won the NYC Excellence 
in Design Award.

“The Sunset Park facility 
has been nearly 10 years in 
the making,” said Tom Out-
erbridge, general manager 
of Sims Municipal Recy-
cling. “We think the result 
is something everyone can 
be proud of.”

One Brooklynite who was 
especially proud was Bor-
ough President Markowitz, 
who declared at the opening: 
“Here in Brooklyn, when we 
green it, we mean it!”

Continued from page 1

HOSPITAL... Other medical companies 
may take over the hospital’s 
many outpatient clinics, in-
cluding its ambulatory care 
center, dental clinic, and out-
patient psychiatric clinic.

Interfaith is privately run, 
but the building it operates out 
of is owned by the state’s Dor-
mitory Authority.

Nineteen hospitals have 
closed around the city since 
2000, according to the IM 
Foundation,  including four 
in Brooklyn .

“Every time I walk by, it 
just seems more dilapidated,” 
said Joe Mariano, a member 
of the activist group Friends 
and Residents of Greater 
Gowanus. “It’s just crum-
bling away.” 

The grocer denies it played 
any part in the disintegration 
of the former New York and 
Long Island Coignet Stone 
Company headquarters.

“I do not think that the 
building is in any different 

condition — except that it 
has been sitting there for 10 
years,” Whole Foods spokes-
man Michael Sinatra said.

Sinatra said he thinks the 
city’s response came as a re-
sult of locals complaining and 
not anything the store did, 
adding that the company 
completed work on the build-
ing’s roof last year.

The Coignet building may 
have been the first concrete 
building in the city when it 
was erected in 1873. It was 
designated a landmark in 
2006.
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