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By Matthew Perlman
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It may always be sunny in 
Philadelphia, but the chances 
of the backwater sometimes 
referred to by self-proclaimed 
journalists as “the sixth 
borough” winning a bid to 
 host the next Democratic 
National Convention  should 
be darker than the soot caked 
to the side of the Brooklyn–

Queens Expressway.
Publications that claim 

to relate facts and observa-
tions about reality have over 
the past decade periodically 
suggested that Philadelphia 
is “the new Brooklyn,” as if 
it was at all possible to rep-
licate the unique magic that 
moves 2.6 million people to 
 keep hustling  through super-
storms, the  constant heaping-

on of garbage  from neighboring 
boroughs, and  criminal   indict-
ments  of our  political leaders . 
And now both the Borough of 
Homes and the so-called “City 
of Brotherly Love” are on the 
shortlist to host the 2016 Dem-

ocratic National Convention, so 
we figured we would ask lead-
ers from our hometown and that 
pit-stop along Interstate 95 what 
makes their respective stomp-
ing grounds the better choice 

Serving Brownstone Brooklyn and Williamsburg

Henry Street  
Food Pantry 

First Presbyterian Church
 124 Henry Street 

(door on right side of church)

DONATE FOOD TODAY
Drop off food items Mon.– Fri. from 9am to 6pm. Food pantry is open to the public on Thursdays from 10am to noon.

Proteins especially needed: peanut butter, dried or canned beans, canned fish.  

A project of the  
Brooklyn Bridge Rotary ClubThanks for your support.
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BORDER DISPUTES
Brooklyn tells Google: You don’t decide where we live

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

Toke ’em if you got ’em!
District Attorney Ken Thomp-

son told the New York Police De-
partment that his office will stop 
prosecuting people caught car-
rying marijuana or smoking it 
out in the open for the first time, 
according to a memo obtained 
by the New York Post. Borough 
ganja enthusiasts let out a deep 

breath upon hearing the news 
and said Thompson’s move could 
clear the air around the drug they 
say has been considered illicit 
for far too long.

“If the district attorney stays 
true to his word, and I hope he 
will, he will have taken a tre-
mendous step towards emanci-
pating untold thousands of recre-
ational and medicinal marijuana 
users from a prohibition that is 

both morally unjust and econom-
ically foolish,” said Jack, a city 
employee who partakes of pot 
“whenever he can” and asked 
that his name be changed to con-
ceal his identity.

Prosecutors will instruct po-
lice to toss out cases involving 
defendants with minor or nonex-
istent criminal records, as well as 
defendants facing misdemeanor 

Potheads praise DA’s new 
soft-on-drugs approach

Here are neighborhoods 
of Brooklyn, according 
to Google:
1. Greenpoint
2. Williamsburg
3. East Williamsburg
4. Dumbo
5. Vinegar Hill
6. Brooklyn Heights
7. Downtown Brooklyn
8. Fort Greene
9. Clinton Hill
10. Bedford-Stuyvesant
11. Bushwick
12. Cobble Hill
13. Boerum Hill
14. Prospect Heights
15. Crown Heights
16. Cypress Hills
17. Carroll Gardens
18. Gowanus
19. Park Slope
20. Prospect Lefferts 

Gardens
21. East Flatbush
22. Brownsville
23. East New York
24. Red Hook
25. Greenwood
26. Windsor Terrace
27. Flatbush - Ditmas Park 

(includes “Prospect 
Park South”)

28. Canarsie
29. Sunset Park
30. Borough Park
31. Mapleton
32. Midwood
33. Flatlands
34. Bergen Beach
35. Bay Ridge
36. Dyker Heights
37. Bensonhurst
38. Mill Basin
39. Bath Beach
40. Gravesend
41. Sheepshead Bay
42. Gerritsen Beach
43. Sea Gate
44. Coney Island
45. Brighton Beach
46. Manhattan Beach
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Google has mapped the neighborhoods of Brooklyn, but many of its boundaries do not jibe with everyday Brooklynites’.
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High time

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Williamsburg and Greenpoint 
still stink.

Residents of the neighborhoods 
that are home to a glut of waste 
transfer stations, where trash is 
unloaded from trucks onto barges, 
are imploring the city to hurry up 
and build other facilities around 
the city to ease what they say is a 
daily bombardment of foul smells 
and heavy equipment that curls 
nose hairs, shakes homes, and 
rattles nerves.

“You can smell that putrid 
smell all summer,” Rolando Guz-
man, an organizer with Organi-

Smells like clean spirit
G’point wants city to spread trash around

Eric Bruzaitis, chairman of the Organization United for 
Trash Reduction and Garbage Equity, says waste trans-
fer stations muck up Greenpoint.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Police arrested four of five 
ultra-Orthodox Jewish men 
who prosecutors say are mem-
bers of a volunteer Williams-
burg neighborhood patrol and 
attacked a gay man in the neigh-
borhood early one morning in 
December.

The district attorney’s office 

is charging the men with gang 
assault and unlawful imprison-
ment for the beating that was 
accompanied by a barrage of 
anti-gay slurs, according to the 
New York Post, and left fash-
ion student Taj Patterson’s right 
eye socket fractured and his ret-
ina torn, according to prosecu-
tors. The charges carry a maxi-

DA: Vigilantes arrested for 
horrifi c assault on gay man

Mob attack

Taj Patterson suffered a bro-
ken eye socket, a torn retina, 
and permanent vision dam-
age in the beatdown.

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

Google has drawn its lines in the sand.
The all-powerful internet company’s 

Maps feature has attempted to define ev-
ery one of the neighborhoods of Brooklyn 
down to the megapixel, a task even the city 

has never taken on. The tech titan has, using 
an opaque process that claims to be based 
on input from users but keeps many of the 
details of the decision-making process se-
cret, devised distinct boundaries for borough 
locales from Greenpoint all the way down 
to Mill Basin — and not everyone is happy 

with the results. For instance, an eight-block 
area around York and Gold streets in what 
this paper considers to be Vinegar Hill falls 
into a hole in Google’s neighborhood ma-
trix, leaving it an area without a name, de-
spite locals’ strong sense of place.

31

Caleb Rosenberg named his machine “Caleb’s rule” and packed it 
with more action than a Hot Wheels track.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Sometimes it is more fun to do 
things the hard way.

A group of sixth- and seventh-grade 
students from the Brooklyn Waldorf 
School in Bedford–Stuyvesant showed 
off their science projects on Friday, 
including a tornado vortex, a fog tsu-
nami simulation, and several Rube 
Goldberg machines, elaborate con-
traptions that take many steps to ac-
complish simple tasks. An instruc-

tor said that making the devices is 
the perfect type of education for mid-
dle schoolers.

“These projects are exactly what 
children this age should be doing,” 
said teacher Giannina Zlatar. “This 
is real-life stuff, working with real 
materials.”

The kids made a variety of devices 
using whatever they could get their 
hands on. 

A pair of sixth graders created a 

Bklyn goes diffi cult
Kids create Rube Goldberg gizmos

DNC’s shortlist of hosts for 2016 includes the great and the just OK

Bklyn vs. Philly for convention honor

Look at it. It’s cracked!
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

The closure of a beloved Windsor 
Terrace Catholic school will throw stu-
dents for a loop for the unworthy cause 
of making the church a quick buck, par-
ents, students, and alumni said at a rally 
in front of the place on Monday.

More than 300 demonstrators gath-
ered in front of Bishop Ford High School 
during the afternoon to call on the Dio-
cese of Brooklyn to walk back its plan to 
shutter the school in June. One school-
kid in attendance said that the move 
to close the place, announced just two 
weeks ago and  first reported by The 
Brooklyn Paper , is disrupting her plan-
ning for higher education.

“We were just starting to think about 
college,” said Guerley Denis, a junior 
at the school. “Now we have to fig-

Parents, students, and alumni rally 
to oppose closure of Bishop Ford

SCHOOL’S OUT

ure out what high school we’ll be go-
ing to.”

The school’s principal Thomas Arria 
announced on April 14 that this will be 
the last year for the school, which has 

been open since 1962. In a statement, 
he cited declining enrollment numbers 
and income as reasons for the closing. 
The student rolls at Bishop Ford have 
shrunk from 1,347 to 499 in the past 

eight years, the statement said. And 
the school expected to have just 422 
students next year. 

Now the diocese says it owes $1.4 

Bishop Ford High School lovers congregated to show church pencil 
pushers they mean business. (At left) Sierra Quinones, left, of Park 
Slope, and Lexiianna Vargas of Bushwick, both juniors at Bishop Ford 
High School, are scrambling to find new schools for their senior year.
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A BREAKDOWN OF 13 INFERIOR CITIES
AT BROOKLYNPAPER.COM

See HIGH  on page 11

See WASTE  on page 6

See ATTACK  on page 4 See GOOGLE  on page 6

See PHILLY  on page 11

See JUMP  on page 11 See MACHINE  on page 12
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If Brooklyn needed any 
more proof that Deron Wil-
liams is at the heart of every-
thing the Nets do — good and 
bad — this series is it.

See if you can identify 
which games the Nets won 
or lost:

A. Williams: 4 of 12 for 
10 points.

B. Williams: 8 of 20 for 
24 points.

C. Williams: 5 of 15 for 
15 points.

D. Williams: 7 of 14 for 
22 points.

“B” and “D” are Games 1 
and 3 of this first round se-
ries against the Toronto Rap-
tors, both of which the Nets 

A disturbing trend is 
emerging, and it is one trend 
Brooklyn doesn’t want to 
grow. 

The Nets can’t seem to 
hold the late lead against the 
inexperienced Raptors. 

The talented veterans on 
the Nets roster have held 
leads in every fourth quar-
ter. This series could be over 
already, or at the very least 
headed back to Toronto with 
the Brooklyn boys up 3–1.

And yet, it’s the veterans 
who are having trouble clos-
ing out. 

Up 93–78 with five min-
utes to play on Friday, the 
Nets were poised for an 
easy Game Three win. But 
there the team was, cling-
ing to a one-point lead with 
just 34 seconds remaining. 
The Nets ultimately held on 
to win game three 102–98, 
but not without first allow-
ing the Raptors to claw back 
to within striking distance 
with a late 18–4 run. 

Game Four was more of 
the same. 

The Raptors came out and 
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B R O O K LY N  N E T S  C OV E R AG E

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

Veteran leaders must close

Williams is the key to victory

The Nets frontcourt, led by Kevin Garnett, has 
done the job defensively during the playoffs.
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immediately put the Nets on 
their heels, opening with a 
35–22 first quarter. Credit the 
Nets, however. They battled 
all the way to gain a 77–73 
lead with just more than six 
minutes remaining. It was all 
downhill from there. 

The Nets, the team with 
all the playoff experience, in-
cluding those who have won 
an NBA championship, col-
lapsed down the stretch for 
the second game in a row. 

The Raptors closed out the 
game on a 14–2 run buoyed 
by six straight Nets’ misses 
and six fourth quarter turn-
overs. The Nets shot just 3 

of 17 from the floor in the 
final frame. 

As the Nets slogged through 
the fourth, Coach Jason Kidd 
made some interesting lineup 
moves to gain a strategic edge. 
He pulled Garnett with 4:43 re-
maining in a tie game. When 
he re-entered, the Nets were 
down four and not really able 
to gain any footing. If there are 
any exceptions to that unwrit-
ten 20 minutes per game rule, 
a tie playoff game with under 
five minutes to go would be 
a good one. 

But Kidd’s minute-limit-
ing aside, the Raptors head 
back to Toronto with momen-

tum and home court advan-
tage on its side. 

So, in a lineup of veterans, 
who is going to step up? 

Through four games, the 
Nets go as Deron Williams 
goes, which was always the 
plan. 

The Kevin Garnett-led 
frontcourt has been respon-
sible for the Nets defensive 
turnaround, but not he, nor 
Blatche, nor Teletovic, nor 
Plumlee or any other post 
players are expected to carry 
the offensive load. That re-
sponsibility falls squarely on 
the shoulders of the franchise 
point guard. 

In the Nets’ two wins, 
Williams has been aggres-
sive getting to the basket and 
getting his shots. In the two 
losses, he has been tentative 
and made careless mistakes 
with the ball. In order for the 
Nets to move on to the second 
round, Williams will need to 
be the man. 

If he’s not, that trend grow-
ing out of Brooklyn might 
find its way north to To-
ronto. 

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports-world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

won. “A” and “C” are Games 
4 and 2 of the series, which 
went Toronto’s way.

In those two wins, D-

Will shot 44 percent from 
the field and averaged 23 
points a game. In the two 
losses, he shot 33 percent 
for 12.5 points.

Those are huge differ-
ences, and reflect the two dif-
ferent D-Wills that Brooklyn 
fans have come to know. One 
is the early-season, sluggish-
out-of-the-gate, washed-up-
and-fading-from-relevance, 
once-upon-a-time-All Star 
who seems too hobbled by 
injury to recapture his for-
mer greatness.

The other is the rim-at-
tacking, defender-bullying, 
game-pace-dominating, fresh-
off-plasma-injections-in-his-
ankles franchise player who 
looks rejuvenated and ready 
to remind everybody why he 
was once discussed as the best 
player in the league at his po-
sition.

Just like last year, Williams 

took time off halfway through 
this season to get those plasma 
injections in his ankles, and 
looked like the better D-Will 
for much of the second half 
of the season.

But where last year he 
maintained that momentum 
throughout Brooklyn’s seven-
game playoff series with the 
Chicago Bulls, right now he 
looks perilously close to let-
ting the lesser D-Will be-
come his 2014 postseason 
persona.

If the Nets want to pull out 
this series against the Raptors 
and make a real run at a title, 
they’re going to need the right 
version of Deron Williams to 
help lead them there.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

Where Deron Williams 
goes, so go the Nets.
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Borrow $10,000 
for as low as $300 per month

& THAT’S THE TRUTH!

Truth in 
Lending

Apply online at www.brfcu.org

www.nym.org

We fixed that.

“Because of my 
diabetes I was 
getting blisters 
and wounds on 
my feet.”
Today, doctors can speed wound recovery
by dramatically increasing blood oxygen 
levels using hyperbaric oxygen therapy.
Using this technology as well as other
treatments, the team at New York
Methodist Hospital’s Wound Care and 
Hyperbaric Center can help save the limbs
of people with diabetes, and promote
healing of many other types of wounds.  

Diabetes Education & Resource Center
263 Seventh Ave, Brooklyn
718-246-8603

Wound Care and Hyperbaric Center
One Prospect Park West, Brooklyn
718-622-2608 mum of 25 years in prison and 

the borough’s top legal eagle 
said the stiff sentences should 
send a message to maniacs 
to contain their rage.

“We simply cannot allow 
anyone walking on the streets 
of Brooklyn to be knocked to 
the ground, stomped, and bru-
tally beaten,” said Thompson. 
“Our streets must be free of 
such violence and everyone 
must adhere to the rule of law, 
including these defendants.”

The incident began when 
Patterson, a Fort Greene res-
ident, had left a party and 
was walking on Flushing 
Avenue at 5 am, according 
to the indictment. The quar-
relsome quintet chased Pat-
terson down, detained him, 
and accused him of damaging 
cars in the area, prosecutors 
said. There was nothing to the 
allegation, but the group sur-
rounded Patterson and was 
joined by 10 more people, 
Thompson’s office alleges. 
When Patterson tried to flee, 
the men held him down and 
kicked and punched the living 
daylights out of him, the in-

dictment states, all the while 
yelling homophobic curses 
at him, the Post said.

The alleged mob attack only 
let up when the driver of a B57 
bus pulled over and started to 
snap pictures, according to the 
Post, which reported that the 
NYPD’s Hate Crimes was eye-
ing the attack. Thompson did 
not charge the five suspects 
with hate crimes.

The Williamsburg Safety 
Patrol, a volunteer neighbor-
hood-watch group of the ul-
tra-Orthodox Jewish type re-
ferred to as Shomrim, denied 
that the five accused are 
members, but the wording 
of its statement left open the 
possibility that some are.

“Reports that all five of 
the defendants indicted today 
are members of our organiza-
tion are not true, and the acts 
alleged in these indictments 
are contrary to our mission 
and our membership,” said 
organization spokesman Jo-
seph Pollack. “The Williams-
burg Shomrim Safety Patrol 
condemns all acts of vigilan-
tism in any form and treats all 
members of the greater com-
munity with  the dignity and 

respect they all deserve.”
One neighborhood activ-

ist and member of the insu-
lar Satmar sect was quick 
to defend the Williamsburg 
Shomrim in general, though 
he emphasized he knew noth-
ing about who was being 
charged.

“The Shomrim have been 
doing a marvelous job for 
30 or 40 years,” said Simon 
Weiser, a member of Com-
munity Board 1. “They would 
never get involved in this kind 
of practice.”

An ultra-Orthodox rabbi 
issued a statement condemn-
ing the beating, though it did 
not mention the defendants’ 
purported Shomrim ties. 

“The bedrock of the Wil-
liamsburg community is tol-
erance for one and  an other,” 
said Rabbi David Niederman, 
president of the United Jew-
ish Organizations of Wil-
liamsburg and North Brook-
lyn. “Any act of violence by 
any individual, against any-
one,  for whatever reason ,  is 
condemned in the strongest 
possible terms.”

Cops are still after a fifth 
suspect in the scary smack-
down.

Patterson could not be 
reached for comment.

Continued from page 1

ATTACK...

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops arrested a 20-year-
old who they say attacked a 
bus driver on Adams Street 
on April 20.

The driver said he was 
heading in the direction of 
the Brooklyn Bridge at 4:11 
am when the accused started 
spitting and hitting him in the 
face at Tillary Street.

The suspect also grabbed 
the steering wheel while the 
bus was in motion, nearly 
causing it to crash, accord-
ing to a police report. Au-
thorities took the 54-year-old 
driver to Brooklyn Hospital 
Center for treatment, the re-
port says.

Sleeper hold
A tricky thief cut a sleep-

ing man’s sweatshirt pocket 
to get at his phone and wallet 
on an A train on April 9, the 
authorities reported.

The victim said he boarded 
a Manhattan-bound A train 
at Euclid Avenue at 2 am, 
fell asleep, and woke up a 
half hour later at Jay Street to 
find the pocket of his hooded 

sweatshirt cut and his phone, 
headphones, and wallet re-
moved.

The victim’s bank said 
$150 was charged to his 
debit card, according to a 
police report.

Disrobed
Cops cuffed a lady who 

they say stole three dresses, 
four pairs of shoes, and other 
clothes and accessories from 
a department store on Fulton 
Street on April 21.

Store workers said they 
saw the 36-year-old woman 
trying to leave the store, be-
tween Gallatin Place and 
Hoyt Street, without pay-
ing at 12:30 pm. Cops re-
sponded and made the ar-
rest, according to a police 
report. The stuff was worth 
$1,160, the report says.

Jackpot
A burglar broke into a 

parked car on Henry Street 
on April 21 and stole $20,000 
from the glovebox, cops 
said.

The 20-year-old victim 
told officers he parked be-
tween Pineapple and Or-
ange streets at 2:45 pm and 
returned at 3:30 pm to find 

the glove compartment lock 
broken open, and a screw-
driver on the front passen-
ger-side seat.

The victim told cops he 
uses the car for business, 
and said the same thing had 
happened before, according 
to a police report. He sus-
pects that one of his suppli-
ers is targeting him, the re-
port says.

Caddy lack
A sneaky sport-lover 

snatched a whole set of golf 
clubs from the trunk of a 
man’s car parked on Pacific 
Street on April 19, law en-
forcement officials stated.

The 34-year-old vic-
tim told the authorities he 
parked his vehicle between 
Bond and Nevins streets at 9 
pm, with his golf bag in the 
trunk. When he returned at 8 
am the next day, the driver’s-
side door was open and the 
clubs were gone, according 
to a police report. The vic-
tim said the clubs were worth 
$4,514, the report says.

Double trouble
A pair of Water Street res-

taurants got the break-in treat-
ment sometime overnight on 

April 17, police said.
Workers from the busi-

nesses, which share a build-
ing beneath the Brooklyn 
Bridge between New Dock 
and Old Fulton streets, said 
the place was secure when 
they left at 7 pm on April 
17. But when they went to 
open the next day at 4:15 am, 
they noticed a broken rear 
window and a brick sitting 
nearby, according to a po-
lice report.

Between the two restau-
rants, two registers, a safe, a 
printer, and $700 in cash went 
missing, the report says.

Wallet woes
A crook rifled through 

a sleeping man’s bag on a 
Brooklyn-bound A train on 
April 15 and laid hands on his 
wallet, police reported.

The 20-year-old vic-
tim boarded the train at in 
Manhattan at 1:35 pm and 
fell asleep with his bag on 

the floor between his feet, 
cops said.

A fellow passenger woke 
him up at High Street and 
told him someone had just 
gone through his bag, the au-
thorities related. The witness 
pointed out the crook just as 
he was exiting the train, a 
police report says. The vic-
tim then found his wallet was 
missing, it says.

Double-take
Brazen thieves struck 

twice in one day on April 
15, stealing from an elderly 
woman and a young woman 
in separate incidents.

A quick crook grabbed 
the wallet out of a 70-year-
old woman’s hand and ran 
into the Borough Hall sub-
way station on April 15, 
cops said.

The senior reported she 
was walking on Joralemon 
Street between Court Street 
and Boerum Place at 1:45 pm 
when the punk struck. He 
made off with a MetroCard 
and $40 in cash, according 
to police.

Cops are after another 
thief who they say snatched 
a woman’s phone from her 
back pocket in the Jay Street–
Metrotech subway station 
later the same day.

The 24-year-old victim 
said she was heading down 
the stairs near the entrance on 
the corner of Lawrence and 
Willoughby streets at 8:05 
pm when the marauder came 
up from behind, grabbed the 
phone out of her rear pants 
pocket, and ran out of the 
station.  

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Pot pane
Cops made four arrests at a 

Grand Avenue apartment on 
April 25, after an officer says 
he observed a man smoking 
marijuana out front.

The law enforcement 
agent claims he noticed the 
smoker between Putnam and 
Gates avenues at 3:10 pm and, 
when he approached, the fel-
low took off running into the 
apartment building.

Police chased the sus-
pect, and during the pursuit 
he slammed closed a plate 
glass door, causing it shat-
ter, according to a police re-

port. One of the officers fell 
during the chase and landed 
on the broken glass, caus-
ing a cut on his right pinky 
and a gash on his right fore-
arm that required stitches at 
Long Island College Hospi-
tal, the report says. The four 
arrests were for obstructing 
justice and assaulting an of-
ficer, the report says.

The New York Post re-
cently reported that Dis-
trict Attorney Ken Thompson 
plans to stop prosecuting low-
level marijuana offenses.

Go stealers
A couple of punks 

punched a 62-year-old man 
in the face and stole his phone 
and $285 in cash inside the 
Clinton Washington subway 
station on April 21, the au-
thorities said.

The victim told cops he 
was coming down the stairs 
near the intersection of Ful-
ton Street and Washington 
Avenue at 9:55 pm when two 
goons in their 20s approached 
him. One of the louts punched 
him in the face and took his 
cash and his phone from his 
pocket, then both guys ran up 
to the street, cops said.

Kid case
Cops arrested a 14-year-

old on April 26 and charged 
him with two phone-snatch-
ings that happened within 
a handful of days of each 
other.

In the first incident, the 
suspect and a partner ap-
proached a 21-year-old 
woman as she walked on Wil-
loughby Avenue near Clas-
son Avenue on April 22 at 8 
pm, police reported.

The victim said one of 
the teens asked for the time 
and, when she took her phone 
out to check he slapped it 
out of her hand. The part-
ner grabbed the phone and 
they both took off running, 
police said.

Police caught up with the 
kid when they say he struck 
again four days later, near the 
same intersection.

A 20-year-old woman told 
police she was on the corner 
of Willoughby and Classon 
avenues at 8:30 pm on April 
26 when the teen ran up and 
snatched the phone from her 
hand. Officers were on the 
scene and arrested him be-
fore he could get away, ac-
cording to a police report. 
Cops said that the youngster 
implicated himself in both 
crimes while in custody with 
his mother present.

Shakedown
A group of toughs mugged 

a 13-year-old while he waited 
for a bus on Clinton Avenue 
on April 24, according to the 
authorities.

The teen reported he was 
waiting for the bus near 
Lafayette Avenue at 5:55 pm 
when three shady characters, 
who looked to be about 18, 
came up to him.

“Run your pockets,” one 
barked at the kid while an-
other flashed a knife, accord-
ing to a police report.

The teen was freaked out 
and forked over his phone and 
wallet, the report says. Af-
ter he gave over the goods, 
the fiends took off on Clin-
ton heading towards Greene 
Avenue, cops said.

Smokey bandits
Two classy crooks made 

off with three boxes of ci-
gars from a shop on S. Ox-
ford Street on April 25, po-
lice reported.

Workers at the shop, be-
tween Fulton Street and 
Lafayette Avenue, said one 
of the sneak-thieves came in 
at 4:45 pm while his buddy 
stood lookout at the door. The 
playboy inside grabbed boxes 
of San Lotano, La Glorin, and 
La Flor Dominicana cigars, 
and the pair took off, accord-
ing to a police report.

Gear-less
A lowlife stole a 53-year-

old’s camera gear while he 
was photographing a build-
ing on Fort Greene Place on 
April 24, a report states.

The victim put two bags on 
the sidewalk between Han-
son Place and Lafayette Av-
enue at 7:30 am so he could 

take pictures of a building 
across the street, police said. 
The bags contained a laptop, 
a camera, a hard drive, and 
his wallet, according to a po-
lice report.

By the time he finished 
shooting, the bags were gone, 
cops said.

Little big haul
A pickpocket swiped 

$2,500 out of a man’s pocket 
as he was entering a Myrtle 
Avenue bank on April 25, ac-
cording to the authorities.

The unlucky bank-goer 
said he was heading into 
the bank between Waverly 
and Clinton avenues at 3 pm 
when someone bumped into 
him, according to a police 
report.

When he got to the teller, 
he noticed his cash was 
gone from the pocket in his 
hooded sweatshirt, the re-
port states.

CitiBike heist
Cops cuffed a couple of 

rambunctious teens who they 
say tried to lift a CitiBike 
from its dock on Myrtle Av-
enue on April 26.

The kids managed to pry 
the bike from its dock near 
Clinton Avenue at 10:55 am 
and were heading down Myr-
tle towards Clermont when 
they noticed they were being 
followed, officers said.

Police arrested the pair, 
a 13-year-old boy and a 
14-year-old girl, allegedly 
holding the hot ride. Po-
lice value stolen CitiBikes 
at $1,200, which makes the 
alleged attempted theft grand 
larceny. 
 — Matthew Perlman

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens

–Cobble Hill–Red Hook

School daze
A group of bullies shook 

down a 14-year-old boy for 
his backpack on Van Brunt 
Street on April 25, police 
said.

The boy told police he 
was walking at the corner 
of Verona Street at 4:30 pm 
when three young toughs sur-
rounded him and one grabbed 
the knapsack off of his back. 
The treacherous trio then ran 
off with the bag, which in-
cluded his iPhone 5, uniform 
shirt and pants, identifica-
tion, school books, and ear-
phones, according to cops. 

Pointed made
A threatening threesome 

stabbed a young man on But-
ler Street on April 25, author-
ities reported.

The 19-year-old victim 
said he was between Court 
and Smith streets at 11:55 
pm when the terrible tri-
umvirate started following 
him and taunting him.

When the victim tried 
to run away, the cretins 
grabbed him and one of the 
men stabbed him in the right 
hand, left elbow, and upper 
back, according to a report. 
The victim was taken to Lu-
theran Medical Center, where 
he was treated and released, 
cops said. 

Gunning it
Police arrested a teen for 

allegedly brandishing a hand-
gun on W. Ninth Street on 
April 25

Officers said they spot-
ted the 19-year-old fellow 
holding a pistol at the cor-
ner of Court Street at 10:50 
pm. When cops tried to ar-
rest the accused, he allegedly 
flailed around and refused to 
be handcuffed.

The NYPD charged him 
with criminal possession of 
a weapon, felony criminal 
possession of stolen property, 
and resisting arrest. 

Friends worst
A guy punched his buddy 

in the face in a Columbia 
Street home and ran off with 
his glasses on April 24, of-
ficers stated.

The 31-year-old victim 
reported he was in a house 
between Bush and Lorraine 
streets at 9:30 pm when his 
pal clocked him and then ran 
off with his Gazal shades. 
The victim waited until the 
next day to report the inci-

dent, police said. 

Last stop
A gang of goons robbed a 

drunk guy after he stepped 
out of a taxi on Sackett Street 
on April 17, authorities re-
ported.

The 40-year-old victim 
told police that got out of 
a cab between Smith and 
Hoyt streets at 4 am and five 
fiends surrounded him. One 
punched him in the face and 
took his wallet, which con-
tained his credit cards and 
identification, cops said.  
 — Danielle Furfaro

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Conned Ed
A schemer scammed a 

Fifth Avenue business owner 
out of $3,000 over the phone 
by posing as a Con Edison 
employee on April 21, ac-
cording to cops.

The proprietor of the store 
near the corner of 82nd Street 
said the chiseler rang at 2 pm 
and told him that the power 
giant would shut his lights 
off if he didn’t pay $1,500 
immediately. The con man 
said further that the shop-
keeper should put the money 
on several pre-paid Money-
Pak cards and then read the 
numbers to him over the 
phone, a report states.

The entrepreneur com-
plied — but got a second call 
half an hour later telling him 
that the transaction had not 
gone through, and that he had 
to invest in more cards and 
give their numbers, police 
said. The businessman ran 
back out and got the Mon-
eyPaks, and read the infor-
mation over the phone to 
the villain again, police re-
ported.

With-draw-n
A burglar swiped a wad 

of dough from the dresser 
of a 12th Avenue resident on 
April 21, police stated.

The victim told police she 
left her home between 70th 
and 71st streets at 10:30 am 
and returned at 12:45 pm to 
find her front door broken 
and her money missing from 
her drawer.

Lights out
A jerk jacked a generator 

from a road work site on the 
Belt Parkway sometime be-
tween April 19 and April 22, 
the authorities said.

The foreman reported 
leaving the job site near 
Fourth Avenue and Shore 
Road at 5 am and returning 
two days later to find the dy-
namo gone.

Work unethical
A cashier at a Seventh Av-

enue store pocketed some 
$1,800 in customers’ cash 
between March 28 and April 
16, police stated.

Surveillance footage 
shows the clerk taking money 
from patrons of the shop near 
the corner of 64th Street and 
holding onto it instead of put-
ting it in the register during 
her 1 am to 4 am shift, ac-
cording to police.

Payback
Cops collared a man who 

they say assaulted an acquain-
tance whom he owned money 
to inside his 83rd Street apart-
ment on April 21.

The victim reported she 
headed to the accused’s home 
between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues at 10 pm to pick up 
the cash she had lent the 
man some days earlier. The 
woman said that the man in 
custody gave her the money 
but, when he leaned in to kiss 
her on the cheek, he pulled 
her phone out of her jacket 
pocket.

The woman demanded he 
return the gadget and, when 
he refused, began to leave, 
police related. It was then that 
the victim alleges that the 
defendant rammed her with 
his bicycle and shoved her 
into the hallway and began 
to punch and bite her. The 
woman said that the suspect 
knocked her to the ground, 
then fled, giving her an open-
ing to dial 911.

 — Will Bredderman

Bus rider seizes steering wheel
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Mini Mini Market, Wil-
liamsburg’s longest indepen-
dent retailer, is closing its 
doors because of an enormous 
rent increase.

The Going-Out-of-Business 
Sale is entering into its third 
and final month, with the doors 
closing on May 28. This month’s 
discounts will be drastic, as 
they move from 50 precent off to 
70 percent off everything in the 
store, until it is all gone. 

It’s an opportunity to up-
date your spring and sum-
mer wardrobes. Now you can 
purchase fun and affordable 
clothing that normally sells 
from $20 to $200, for half price 
or less. There are wonderful 
summer dresses, in sizes ex-
tra-small through extra-large. 
And that’s not all.

Head to the beach or go shop-
ping, armed with a stylish tote 
bag. The Mini Mini Market car-
ries fabulous totes with removal 
tote bags inside of them. These 
were selling for $70 to $90, and 
are now $35 to $45. Buy a few be-
cause they make adorable gifts 
for Mother’s Day, birthdays, 
and graduations. 

There are shoes and jewelry, 
too, including well-priced ster-
ling silver pieces. 

“We have a lot of merchan-
dise,” says co-owner Dana 
Schwister. And all of it must go. 
“People should come in for a last 
chance to shop at the store.” 

She and co-owner Erika 
Vala were the first to open a 
boutique on Bedford Avenue. 
Back then, it wasn’t the same 
neighborhood it is today. 

“If you said you lived in 
Williamsburg, people thought 
you were from Virginia,” says 
Schwister. It seems no one knew 
there was a Williamsburg in 
Brooklyn.

Of course, now it’s a whole 
different world. There are 
shops galore in the area, people 
have moved in, and Williams-
burg has soared. So have the 
rents. As a result, the women 
made the difficult decision to 
close Mini Mini Market, and 
are concentrating on another 
store they have — Shoe Market, 
located in the same vicinity.    

The owners like to refer to 
Mini Mini Market as a “girly-
girly” place, as it contains ev-
erything women enjoy — cloth-
ing and accessories that are 
fun, trendy, and fashionable. 
The unique name is because 
the shop was only 450 square 
feet when it opened. As its popu-
larity grew, so did the space. It 
is now 650 square feet.

But all good things must 
come to an end. In this case, it’s 

to the buyer’s advantage. Happy 
shopping!

Mini Mini Market [218 Bed-
ford Ave. between N. Fourth 
and N. Fifth streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 218–7849, www.min-
iminimarket.com]. Open seven 
days a week, 11 am–8 pm. 

Shoe Market [160 N. Sixth 
St. between Bedford Avenue 
and Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 388–8495, www.shoe-
marketnyc.com]. 
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Last chance for great fashion deals

®

Offer available in Brooklyn and Queens branches only and may be withdrawn or modified without prior notice. 
Minimum deposit $500. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective and accurate as of 04/14/2014. The 
APY assumes monies will be on deposit until maturity. Early withdrawal penalties may be imposed and the fee 
could reduce interest. See a Valley representative for complete terms and conditions. © 2014 Valley National 
Bank®. Member FDIC. All Rights Reserved. VCS-5604

800-522-4100  
valleynationalbank.com

The Perfect Fit

Celebrating Brooklyn
with an exclusive limited time offer

1.25%
24 MONTH CD

APY

1.05%
13 MONTH CD

APY

1.15 %
18 MONTH CD

APY

Stop in and experience the �e��e�t��t
at one of our locations:

Patricia Naveed
18th Avenue
6117 18th Avenue
718-234-3254

George Karayev
Avenue J
1505 Avenue J
718-677-0142

Jason B. Furr
Avenue M
1212 Avenue M
718-645-1107

Madelyn Hernandez
Avenue U
2902 Avenue U
718-934-9180

Irina Laffer
Sheepshead Bay
1633 Sheepshead Bay Road
718-332-2318

Irina Laffer
Brighton Beach
207 Brighton Beach Avenue
718-743-0895

Erika Duchonovic
Bensonhurst
2054 86th Street
718-975-0890

John P. Mongiat
Borough Park
4501 13th Avenue
718-633-9470

Andrew A. Alesi
Bay Ridge
7726 3rd Avenue
718-833-0469

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

Some of Brooklyn’s 
swankiest shopping strips 
are just not clean and inviting 
enough, say merchants who 
are banding together to com-
pel the city to spruce them 
up even further.

A group of merchants in 
Cobble Hill and Carroll Gar-
dens want to start a business 
improvement district, a co-
alition where business own-
ers pay an extra tax to garner 
more extensive city services 
such as sanitation and holi-
day decoration, that would 
run along Court and Smith 
streets between Pacific Street 
and Hamilton Avenue. The 
neighborhoods have seen a 
boatload of chains arrive in 
the past five years and they 
need more foot traffic to in-
vigorate the mom-and-pops, 
according to a local cheese-
monger who has been work-
ing on the district’s applica-
tion for a decade and does not 
think the legions of people 
currently strolling the area on 
a given sunny afternoon are 
enough to keep him afloat.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A Newtown Creek boating 
group backed out of a plan to 
build a boathouse in an in-
dustrial space along the foul 
channel and will set up shop 
in free digs at a movie pro-
duction facility instead, an-
gering their would-be land-
lord who wanted to collect 
rent on the aquatic outpost.

The North Brooklyn 
Boat Club wants to make 
its headquarters in the 
planned Broadway Stages 
film-shoot complex rather 
than the Greenpoint Manu-
facturing and Design Center, 
the head of which said he got 
cut out of the deal abruptly 
despite being a formal partner 
on the group’s grant applica-
tion that netted $3 million in 
public funds. The aggrieved 
honcho aired his hard feel-
ings at a hearing on questions 
about the club’s finances on 
Wednesday.

“We were cut out with no 
formal notice,” said the indus-
trial developer’s chief exec-

Court, Smith seek spruce-up
Merchants plan a business improvement district

Boat club mutinies

“What we need to do is 
solidify our district of shop-
ping,” Stinky Bklyn owner 
Patrick Watson said. “We 
want to make this an area 
that you stop, park your car, 
dine, and so forth.”

About 50 to 60 business 
owners support the idea, ac-
cording to Watson, who es-
timates that proprietors of 

businesses larger than a rac-
quetball court would have to 
cough up a $750 fee annu-
ally for the privilege of mem-
bership. Watson is surveying 
merchants to see what bene-
fits they hope to reap — san-
itation and beautification are 
high on the list — and starting 
to work out a budget.

The creation of a business 

improvement district would 
help to make sure that small 
businesses can afford rising 
rents, Watson said.

“Once a landlord gets a 
taste of J. Crew or $15,000 
in rent, it sort-of spirals from 
there — which is fine, but 
the district needs to support 
those rents,” he said.

The co-owner of D’Amico 
Foods, a 66-year-old Italian 
specialty store on Court 
Street, supports the initiative 
but wondered aloud why the 
city does not keep the side-
walk nice on its own.

“Some things just should 
be done on a regular basis and 
I don’t understand why you 
have to take care of yourself,” 
said Joan D’Amico. “What 
are the city workers doing? 
What are we paying for?”

Another shopkeeper said 
he can fend for himself just 
fine.

“Have you ever heard of 
the saying, ‘If you want some-
thing done right, you have to 
do it yourself?’ ” asked Jo-
seph Davidoff, owner of Jo-
seph’s Shoe and Watch Re-
pair, rhetorically.

Joan D’Amico is on board, but thinks the city 
should keep Court and Smith streets clean with-
out extra taxes.
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Millions at stake on G’point waterfront

utive officer Brian Coleman. 
“Is this what the community 
voted for? Is this what is best 
for the community?”

Coleman wanted too much 
money for the waterfront plot, 
which floods, and worried the 
building lacked the proper 
permits to house the educa-
tion programs the paddlers 
want to conduct, according to 

club founder and harbor mas-
ter Dewey Thompson.

The boat club has been 
operating out of a shipping 
container on the Broad-
way Stages lot at 51 Ash St. 
since last year, when the me-
dia company offered it free 
rent after talks fell apart with 
Coleman’s outfit, the club’s 
skipper said.

“Over the past two years, 
we failed to come to an agree-
ment with GMDC,” said 
Thompson.

The mariners contended 
that Greenpoint Manufactur-
ing was only on the forms 
as a possible landlord, not a 
partner, and a state spokes-
woman agreed, saying at the 
hearing that the club had the 
right to look elsewhere for 
boat-housing when negoti-
ations collapsed.

As for concerns raised 
by the blog New York S----- 
about public money going to 
finance the construction of the 
private film facility, the state 
rep said the city and state will 
be watching it like a hawk eye-
ing a seal bathing on the banks 
of the noxious inlet. But so 
far, no plan has been commit-
ted to paper and the $39,000 
spent on architects has been 
accounted for, so there is noth-
ing to scrutinize, according to 
those involved.

“We do not have specifics 
on how we will do that yet, 
because there is no formal 
proposal yet, but we will be 
very careful,” said Michelle 
Moore, an environmental an-
alyst for the state.  

Thompson said he hopes 
the boathouse will be open 
by 2016.

North Brooklyn Boat Club member Klaus Rosburg 
gets ready to take a kayak out for a paddle at the 
club’s temporary storage-container headquarters.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25006  AWP  May 2–8, 2014

NY RISING COMMUNITY RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

 

YOU HAD A SAY IN A RESILIENT FUTURE FOR RED HOOK 

Red Hook Committee blog: http://redhookcrp.wordpress.com/ 
State Contact: info@stormrecovery.ny.gov | www.stormrecovery.ny.gov/community-reconstruction-program 

Twitter: #NYRising @NYStormRecovery  | Facebook: NYStorm Recovery 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Realty Collective 
351 Van Brunt St. 

After 7 months of meeting and collecting ideas from 
hundreds of your neighbors, we invite you to come see 
the final recommendations to make Red Hook resilient. 

OPEN HOUSE 
Presentation of the Final NY Rising 

Reconstruction Plan 
Realty Collective 

351 Van Brunt Street 
 

Saturday, May 3 
11am-3pm 

1:30 Presentation by the Red Hook  
Planning Committee 

 
Visit our booth at the Spring Flea Market 

PS 15, 71 Sullivan Street 
Saturday, May 3 | 11am-3pm 

 

Information Booth 
Red Hook Spring Flea 
PS 15, 71 Sullivan St. 

A New Tradition for Mother’s Day
Looking for a FUN, family activity to celebrate Mother’s Day? 

The 3rd Annual Brooklyn Bridge Mother's Day Walk & Multi-Cultural Concert
benefi ting Milagros Day Worldwide is the place to be!

Start off  the morning with a Zumba warm-up be-
fore the offi cial press-conference at City Hall Park 
in Manhattan. Participants will then walk across 
the Brooklyn Bridge in peaceful refl ection while 
enjoying magnifi cent views of New York City in the 
spring. The kids will be ready for a nap after danc-
ing away the afternoon at our Multi-Cultural Con-
cert in Cadman Plaza Park, Brooklyn!

Your $10 Donation for this walk not only creates 
beautiful memories for your family, it supports other 
families that have been torn apart by abuse. This 
is a day to celebrate all mothers, honor those we 
have lost, and recognize the accomplishments 
of those moms who have overcome tremendous 
challenges!

9AM–11AM 
Registration, Zumba & Press Conference at Park Row and Centre Street, Manhattan

11AM–12PM 
Walking Across the Brooklyn Bridge

12PM–3PM 
Multicultural Concert at Cadman Plaza Park, Brooklyn

TO REGISTER
www.2014WALK.eventbrite.com

LAST MINUTE SALE
50% OFF Vendor Table Sponsorship Opportunities!

CONTACT
MothersDay@MilagrosDay.org or 718-496-7050

zation United for Trash Re-
duction and Garbage Equity, a 
local group pushing to stem the 
tide of garbage. “People in their 
apartments feel the vibration 
from trucks all day long.”

The stations handle three 
tenths of the cities refuse, or 
7,000 tons a day, which leads 
to high rates of asthma and 
poor air quality, according 
to the group.

“Some of the transfer sta-
tions are constant clouds of 
dust,” said Guzman.

The Council drafted a plan 
in 2006 to lighten the burden 
on Williamsburg and Green-
point, as well as parts of the 
Bronx and Queens, by build-
ing or revamping five sta-
tions around the city. But 
nine years later, only one 

station has been completed 
and neighborhood opposition 
campaigns have slowed the 
development of facilities in 
Manhattan and in Brooklyn’s 
Bath Beach neighborhood. 

A local pol said that the 
city needs to go full speed 
ahead with construction of 
the other stations to lighten 
the putrid load on the area 
he represents.

“The communities in 
Greenpoint and Williams-
burg need the Solid Waste 
Management Plan imple-
mented now,” said Coun-
cilman Antonio Reynoso 
(D–Williamsburg). “Our 
communities bear an un-
fair burden of trash in New 
York City and action needs 
to be taken to reduce this 
burden.”

“Who the f--- is Google to 
say we’re not standing in Vin-
egar Hill?” said Carlos Mar-
tinez, a 40-year resident of 
the Farragut Houses, Ground 
Zero of the gap.

Martinez ventured that the 
hole has to do with fear of 
the public housing develop-
ment sullying the tony con-
notations around the Vinegar 
Hill name, which real estate 
types want to maintain. 

“I think that we don’t get 
labeled in Vinegar Hill be-
cause that’s considered a mid-
dle-class neighborhood, and 
this isn’t,” he said. “We’re in 
the ghetto. Google doesn’t 
come around here and ask 
us.” 

Google is in the pro-
cess of trying to drive cars 

rigged with panoramic 
cameras along every pass-
able road in the world, not 
to mention sending lens-tot-
ing backpackers where cars 
will not go,  as it did recently 
on the trails in Prospect Park , 
but it does not go door-to-
door asking how people de-
fine where they live. What 
it does do is host a service 
called Map Maker, which al-
lows citizen cartographers to 
propose changes to boundar-
ies, street shapes, and place 
names. The tweak propos-
als are then subjected to re-
view by moderators are a 
mix of Google employees 
and  hand-picked, volunteer 
Poindexters .

A spokeswoman for the Sil-
icon Valley giant compared it 
to Wikipedia when explain-

Continued from page 1

GOOGLE...

McCarren Park borders a contested territory where 
Williamsburg and Greenpoint both stake claims.
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ing the program to this paper 
in the fall of 2013.

But unlike Wikipedia, 
Map Maker offers no way 
to review who made what 
changes and its final gate-
keepers answer to no one , ac-
cording to the Google rep.

A more recent inquiry to 
the data-devouring corpora-
tion about how it decides on 

neighborhood lines drew a 
less helpful response.

“I’m afraid we don’t have 
any information to share on 
this topic at this time,” said 
spokeswoman Lauren Bar-
riere.

Google may not be talk-
ing about its quilt of neigh-
borhoods that overlap, give 
way to holes like the one in 

Vinegar Hill and, in many 
cases, run contrary to prevail-
ing wisdom on the ground, 
but Brooklynites sure are.

Google’s Williamsburg 
top boundaries, for instance, 
start at the East River on N. 
12th Street, veer along the top 
of McCarren Park on Berry 
Street, continue to hug that 
road as it turns into Nassau 
Avenue, and drop down on 
McGuinness Boulevard, cre-
ating a 13-block area between 
the park and McGuinness 
which falls in both Wil-
liamsburg and Greenpoint, 
according to the map-maker. 
A guy who lives a few blocks 
outside of the double-desig-
nated area agrees with the on-
line atlas’ declaration that he 
lives in Greenpoint, but says 
that it is a matter of debate 
among his neighbors.

“A lot of the hipsters like 
to say they live in Williams-

burg — I prefer saying I live 
in Greenpoint,” said Jona-
than Farkas, who resides on 
Banker Street near McCa-
rren Park.

Nor is the world’s larg-
est online advertising agen-
cy’s Williamsburg–Bush-
wick border acceptable to 
area residents. The com-
pany recognizes East Wil-
liamsburg as its own entity 
on the Newtown Creek side of 
Bushwick Avenue, bordering 
Bushwick at Flushing Ave-
nue, but a musician who fre-
quents the industrial neigh-
borhood balked at the notion 
that he hangs out anywhere 
but Bushwick.

“Of course this is Bush-
wick,” said Kevin Hillard, re-
ferring to his practice space 
on Johnson and Morgan av-
enues. “Williamsburg is on 
the other side of Bushwick 
Avenue.”

This paper, for the record, 
does not acknowledge the ex-
istence of “East Williams-
burg” and puts the Bushwick 
border at Flushing Avenue, 
placing Hillard inside the 
part of Williamsburg with 
lots of factory buildings. 
Sorry, man.

The private sector’s an-
swer to Orwell’s Big Brother 
is sparking discussion on the 
other side of Prospect Park, 
too.

A Midwood community 
board member said Google 
pretty much gets Midwood 
right — Foster Avenue and 
Avenue H on the top end, Av-
enue P on the bottom, and 
McDonald and Nostrand av-
enues on either side — but 
that one corner is a prob-
lem area.

“I suspect people west 
of Coney Island Avenue 
and north of the Bay Ridge 
Branch [of the Long Island 
Rail Road] would identify as 
living in Kensington,” said 
Community Board 14 chair-
man Alvin Berk.

One self-described for-
mer resident of Homecrest, 
which this paper also does 
not recognize, said that the 
information-gobbling Go-
liath gives Sheepshead Bay 
too much real estate. The ag-
grieved party, who grew up 
on E. 12th Street near Ave-
nue R, said Homecrest has 
its own thing going on.

“It’s not Sheepshead Bay 
— the people there are differ-
ent,” Susan Heifetz said.

Sheepshead’s border with 
Midwood is Avenue U, not 
Avenue P as Google has 
defined it, another resident 
opined.

“I would say that Avenue 
U is the dividing line between 
Sheepshead Bay and Madi-

son,” said Madison-Marine-
Homecrest Civic Association 
head Ed Jaworsk.

Perhaps no neighborhood’s 
borders are more contro-
versial than Bensonhurst’s, 
though. According to Google, 
Bensonhurst’s boundary with 
Borough Park and a neigh-
borhood called “Mapleton” 
runs along 60th Street, meets 
Midwood at McDonald Ave-
nue, and touches Gravesend 
along Avenue P and Bay 
Parkway.

Some old-timers argue the 
Bay Parkway edge should ac-
tually run down Stilwell Av-
enue, but others, including 
some prominent restaurant 
owners, feel that boundary 
should move even further into 
Google’s Gravesend, though 
the restaurateurs acknowl-
edge they are pushing the 
limits of convention.

L&B Spumoni Gardens 
sits on 86th Street between 
10th and 11th avenues, half-
way to Coney Island from 
Google’s Bensonhurst line, 
but the pizza destination has 
been considered a Benson-
hurst icon for 75 years.

“L & B Spumoni Gardens 
is a family-style Italian eatery 
in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn,” 
its website declares.

The pizzeria’s owners 
concede Google might be 
right — but prefer Benson-
hurst’s street cred to the 
vague morass Gravesend 
calls to mind.

“Legally, it’s Gravesend, 
but I always say Bensonhurst 
because nobody knows where 
Gravesend is,” said Camille 
Barbati, granddaughter of 
L&B’s founders.

— with Max Jaeger, 
Matthew Perlman, 

Danielle Furfaro, and 
Will Bredderman

Continued from page 1
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Bar wars
May the fourth be with you!
A nerdy pub trivia company is hosting a 

cutthroat “Star Wars” quiz night at physics-
themed Park Slope bar Supercollider on May 4 
— known as “Star Wars Day” amongst many 

fans for the date’s pho-
netic similarities to the 
film franchise’s famous 
catchphrase.

A representative 
from Denver outfit 
Geeks Who Drink said 
the group has previously 
tried to be more up-to-
date with its trivia nights 
— hosting “Breaking 

Bad” and “Game of Thrones”-centric quizzes 
— but ultimately surrendered to the legions of 
lightsaber lovers who rallied for a night dedi-
cated to stormtroopers and starfighters.

“We don’t want to be obvious, but at a certain 
point you have to say, ‘Well, it’s what people 
want,’ ” said John Smith, marketing director 
for Geeks Who Drink. “So far it’s getting the 
most buzz of everything we’ve done.”

The trivia night, dubbed “Let the Wookiee 
Win,” will test diehard fans on “A New Hope,” 
“The Empire Strikes Back,” and “Return of the 
Jedi” — the first three films of the saga that 
critics almost universally prefer to the follow-
up trilogy exploring Anakin Skywalker’s tragic 
transformation into Darth Vader, or supplemen-
tal films such as “Caravan of Courage: An Ewok 
Adventure.” Limiting the quiz to the classic films 
should also make things easier for super-fans, 
who tend to take detailed notes on the material 
they will be tested on, Smith said. 

“It was a matter of giving those people some 
borders and some restrictions,” Smith said. 
“Those are undoubtedly the better ones.”

Entry to the contest will cost $5 per per-
son, and the winning team will take home 
the whole kitty. 

The challenge, which will simultaneously 
take place at bars in 28 other cities, will fea-
ture 64 questions divided into eight rounds, 
including two with audio elements, and one 
with visual components such as screengrabs 
from the movies. Potential players should be 
sure to re-watch the films and brush up on 
basic facts such as the name of Chewbacca’s 
home planet, Kashyyyk — which is apparently 
standard knowledge for even low-level “Star 
Wars” nerds, according to Smith. 

“It’s going to be a tough quiz, I won’t lie,” 
he said.

“Let the Wookiee Win” at Supercollider 
[609 Fourth Ave. between 17th and 18th 
streets in Park Slope, (347) 725–3419, www.
supercolliderlounge.com]. May 4 at 7 pm. $5 
per player. — Megan Riesz

T R I V I A

Call him a dream-pop star.  
New Zealand-born musician Connan Mocka-

sin is building an international reputation with 
his treasure trove of experimental soul songs 
that are as appropriate for a candle-lit rendez-
vous as they are for a psychedelic adventure. 
Now, he is bringing 
his sexy Prince-meets-
Ween act to the Music 
Hall of Williamsburg 
on May 2.

The oddball singer 
said he feels right at 
home playing in Brook-
lyn and other centers 
of romantic urbanity, 
such as Paris. 

“People here seem to understand,” said 
Mockasin, whose real name is Connan Tant 
Hosford. 

The songs on Mockasin’s highly lauded new 
album “Caramel” — which was reportedly re-
corded in a Japanese hotel room — are filled 
with gentle, childlike vocals, oddly snaking 
samples of sound, breathy background voices, 
and sensuous beats. One strangely punctu-
ated song is titled “I’m The Man, That Will 
Find You” — though it sounds like he is say-
ing something much saucier. 

“I wanted to make a record that sounded 
like the word ‘caramel,’ ” said Mockasin. “It is 
a naughty, flirty, smooth, slick record.”

Mockasin’s music videos are slices of per-
formance art and high-art and fashion — one 
video features the artist singing from a lemon 
grove with lemon slices for eyes, while another 
shows him and friends dancing very slowly while 
in mop heads and oddly painted outfits. And 
Mockasin said the audience can expect more of 
the same from his Williamsburg show. 

“I have a few tricks up my sleeve,” he said. 
Connan Mockasin and Kirin J. Callinan at 

the Music Hall of Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe and Kent avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 486–5400, www.musi-
challofwilliamsburg.com]. May 2 at 8 pm, 
$15. — Danielle Furfaro

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

C
elebrate the sport of kings in 
the borough of Kings!

A Louisville native and his 
friends are throwing a Kentucky 
Derby extravaganza at Greenwood 
Park on May 3 — an annual event 
that has grown from a small private 
house party more than a decade ago 
to a massive public bash that attracts 
hundreds of people.

Known as the most exciting two 
minutes in sports, the Kentucky Derby 
is celebrated in its host city with a 
two-week festival including music, 
parades, and even a steamboat race. 
So when Creighton Mershon moved 
to New York City in the early 2000s, 
he could not leave the Louisville tra-
dition completely behind.

“If you grow up in Louisville, you 
have no choice,” said Mershon, who 
now lives and works in Dumbo. “The 
city really shines at the time. You just 
always looked forward to it.”

Mershon and two roommates hosted 
their first Derby party in their Man-
hattan apartment in 2003. It has since 
gotten bigger every year — the orga-
nizers expect as many as 625 people 
for “Brooklyn Derby” this year.

The festivities will include live 
music, Southern food, cornhole, and 
a tricycle race. And attendees are 
expected to dress appropriately for 
such a high-class occasion — think 

seersucker suits, colorful dresses, 
and elaborate hats.

“We really encourage people to 
dress up,” said Mershon. “It’s a time 
for people to show off their style.”

There are also prizes to be won 
— even if your horse doesn’t finish 
first. One event sponsor will raffle 
off a trip for two to a Louisville ho-
tel, while another is raffling off a 
trip to the Belmont Stakes.

Race rooters will be lavished with 
plenty of bourbon before the big event 
— the Derby’s traditional drink is 
the mint julep, and Maker’s Mark 
is providing the booze for the party. 
And the food will reflect Southern 
sensibilities as well, with dishes in-
cluding pulled pork, fried green to-
matoes, and Benedictine — a cu-
cumber cream cheese dip.

But when it comes time for the 
actual race, all eyes will be on the 
equines, said Mershon.

“Everyone gathers around the 
television and goes nuts for two 
minutes,” he said. “It’s a little crazy, 
but it’s kind of awesome too.”

“Brooklyn Derby” at Green-
wood Park (555 Seventh Ave. 
between 19th and 20th streets 
in Greenwood Heights, www.
brooklynderby.com). May 3 at 4 
pm. $75.

Dreamboat
M U S I C

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

Floyd [131 Atlantic Ave. 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 858–5810], a 10-year-
old colt with an indoor bocce 
ball court, is running some race 
time specials and throwing a 
party for the ninth year straight. 
The doors are free, and so is 
the beer cheese, while mint 
juleps will run you $6 a pop. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 638–4400], 
a philly from the same breeder 
as Floyd, will also have free 
Derby festivities, plus burgers 
and dogs, cornhole, and $6 ju-
leps. Both parties start at 1 pm, 
are showing the races all day, 
and will award a $100 prize to 
the bearer of the best hat. 

Stalwart stallion Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer 
St. between Richardson and 
Frost streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 302–3770] is in 
fine form heading into the 

race. Bar jockeys will be of-
fering up plates of South-
ern food, a bar tab will be 
awarded for best hat, and rev-
elers will have plenty of ways 
to make friendly wagers. The 
party runs from 3–7 pm. And 
nearby Mable’s Smokehouse 
[44 Berry St. between North 

11th and North 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 218–
6655] may be a three-year-old 
foal, but it leads the field when 
it comes to Southern food — 
one of the owners is even from 
Louisville. The party starts at 
2 pm, and will include juleps 
and derby pie.

Four-horse race
“Brooklyn Derby” may be a favorite going in to the Kentucky Derby, but it is 

not the only horse in this race! Here is a form guide to some other options for 
watching the run for the roses in Brooklyn on May 3.

Horsing around: The Kentucky Derby is less muddy 
when enjoyed from the comfort of a Brookyln bar.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 D
ar

ro
n 

C
um

m
in

g
s

Raise the hoof!
Celebrate the Kentucky Derby Southern-style in Brooklyn

Why the long face?: (Pictured top) 
The organizers of “Brooklyn Derby” 
get in costume for the big day.
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GREAT STEAKS
GREAT VALUE

Open 7 Days for Lunch, Dinner, & Private Parties

9519 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge
(Between 95th & 96th Streets)

718-745-3700
www.EmbersBayRidge.com

Treat Mom to steak this Mother’s Day!
Choose From Our Ala Carte Menu Or Chef ’s Daily Specials  

CALL FOR A RESERVATION...718-745-3700

546 third ave bklyn 11215 718.797.2077  
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MUSIC, BAMCAFE: Al MacDowell’s 
Just Ornette Quartet featuring 
Jay Rodriguez: Free. 10 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.org/pro-
grams/bamcafe-live. 

SAT, MAY 3
THEATER, “LUCIA DI LAMMER-

MOOR”: Opera in the Slope will 
stage a condensed, full-costume 
version of Donizetti’s classic tale. 
$18 in advance ($20 at the door). 
5 pm. Old First Reformed Church 
[729 Carrol St. at Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 407–9872]. 

DANCE, BROOKLYN DANCE FES-
TIVAL: Presentation of unique 
dances, challenging routines, and 
contemporary choreography. $25 
($20 seniors and students). 7 pm. 
Actors Fund Theater [160 Schermer-
horn St. and Hoyt Street in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 640–1843], www.brook-
lyndancefestival.org. 

MUSIC, KENTUCKY DERBY PARTY: 
Traditional Kentucky Derby fare 
and live music from Victory Over 
Sound, Wide Right, The Mitchells, 
and The James Rocket. Free. 8 
pm. Hank’s Saloon [46 Third Ave. 
at Atlantic Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 625–8003], www.exitfi ve.com/
hankssaloon. 

MUSIC, BAMCAFE: Juancho Her-
rera: Free. 10 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

TALK, SCAVENGER HUNT: Part scav-
enger hunt, part obstacle course, 
follow clues through the Brooklyn 
Museum performing mental chal-

lenges along the way. $30. 12:30 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, SEAN CARNEY: Writer and 
director Sean Carney at the Theatre 
For a New Audience. Free. 5:15 
pm. Polonsky Shakespeare Center 
[262 Ashland Pl. between Fulton 
Street and Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (212) 229–2819 (x31)], www.
tfana.org. 

SUN, MAY 4
ART, WALKING TOUR: Fort Greene 

Houses: Self-guided walking tour 
with inside access to homes and 
arts locations in Fort Greene. 
$25–$30. Noon–5 pm. Fort Greene, 
(718) 797–9019, fgahousetour.org. 

TALK, WALKING TOUR: “Battle of 
Brooklyn”: Visit sites from the na-
tion’s fi rst major military engage-
ment and largest naval battle ever 
fought. $30. 2 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 25th 
Street in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–7300], www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, “SWING ALONG BROAD-
WAY”: Regina Opera soloists pres-
ent a two-hour concert of favorite 
Broadway and popular tunes. 
$5–$12 (children free). 3 pm. Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help School 
[5902 Sixth Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 439–8067], www.olphschool-
brooklyn.org. 

DANCE, “HEARTBEATS SPEAK”: 
Helen Peterson choreographs and 
performs her own poems with cas-
tanets and spanish classical music. 
$10. 8 pm. Triskelion Arts Theater 
[118 North 11th St. (3rd Fl.) between 
Berry Street and Wythe Avenue 

FRI, MAY 2
ART, “LEE FRIEDLANDER — THE 

PRINTED PICTURE”: Fifty years 
of award-winning photographs 
through 40 publications, ephemera, 
and selected epigraphs. Free. 10 
am–5 pm. Pratt Library (200 Wil-
loughby Ave. at Steuben Street in 
Clinton Hill). 

ART, “OF LANDSCAPE”: Group exhi-
bition about landscape, image, and 
our interaction with both. Free. 1–7 
pm. REVERSE (28 Frost St. between 
Lorimer Street and Union Avenue in 
Williamsburg), reversespace.org. 

ART, “DRESSED IN LIGHT”: Peter Le 
Grand’s infrared nude photographs 
shot over the course of more than 
two decades. Free. 1–6 pm. Arma-
ture Art Space [316 Weirfi eld St. be-
tween Irving and Knickerbocker av-
enues in Bushwick, (646) 926–2764], 
www.armatureartspace.org. 

ART, ARNE SCHREIBER: “Your 
Stripes”: Lines drawn on the fl oor 
create a transitional zone between 
different types of spaces, areas 
and their edges. Free. 2 pm–6 pm. 
Open Source Gallery [306 17th St. 
near Sixth Avenue in South Slope, 
(646) 279–3969], opensourcegal-
lery.org. 

ART, “REVISIONS”: Solo photography 
show examining the drastic environ-
mental change of artist Zak Bush’s 
journey from life in the corner of 
North America to its center. Free. 
6–8 pm. Picture Farm Gallery [338 
Wythe Ave. between S. 2nd and S. 
3rd Streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
218–8001], www.picturefarmpro-
duction.com. 

MUSIC, “CARMINA BURANA”: Grace 
and Spiritus Chorale perform Carl 
Orff’s acclaimed cantata. $15 ($12 
students, seniors). 7 pm. St. Ann’s 
and the Holy Trinity Church [157 
Montague St. between Henry and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 707–1411], www.graceandspiri-
tus.org. 

ART, “BAD CREDIT”: Drawings and 
paintings by Mike Taylor examining 
intersections of race and class, be-
lief and misinformation in the Amer-
ican South. Free. 7–10 pm. Wayfar-
ers (1109 Dekalb Ave. near Malcolm 
X Boulevard in Bedford-Stuyvesant), 
www.brooklynwayfarers.org. 

MUSIC, MISS GARRISON, THE AZER-
BAIJAN A/V CLUB, FLOWERS & 
KAIN, ROTARY CLUB, COMBAT 
JAZZ: Free. 8 pm. Goodbye Blue 
Monday [1087 Broadway, between 
Lawton and Dodworth streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 453–
6343], www.myspace.com/good-
byebluemondayinc. 

MUSIC, DAMON BANKS: Record re-
lease party. $10. 8 pm. Shapeshifter 
Lab [18 Whitwell Pl. between Carroll 
and 1st streets in South Slope, (646) 
820–9452], www.damonbanks.net. 

MUSIC, MAX SEIGEL: Bass trombon-
ist presents three nights with cham-
ber group Weather Vest, a string 
quartet, and with Frank Basile. $15. 
8:30 pm. Ibeam Music Studio (168 
Seventh St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Gowanus), ibeam-
brooklyn.com. 

in Williamsburg, (718) 599–7997], 
www.triskelionarts.org. 

MUSIC, YUKO SHIGEOKA, BUSH-
WICK’S VA-VA VARIETY SHOW, 
SEAFARERS UNITE!: Free. 8 pm. 
Goodbye Blue Monday [1087 
Broadway, between Lawton and 
Dodworth streets in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 453–6343], www.
myspace.com/goodbyebluemon-
dayinc. 

FILM, “CITY LIGHTS”: Charlie Chap-
lin plays a gentleman tramp from 
London (1931). Free. 1 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Ave. at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230–2100], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

MON, MAY 5
CINCO DE MAYO PARTY: Art from 

Iena Cruz, music, games, deals, and 
giveaways. Free. Noon. La Gringa 
Taqueria [800 Grand Ave. between 
Park and Prospect places in Pros-
pect Heights, (718) 388–0055], 
www.lagringabk.com. 

READING, ANAND GIRIDHARADAS: 
Author of “The True American,” 
in conversation with Baratunde 
Thurston. Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

MUSIC, BRIAN SPEAKER & FRIENDS: 
Free. 8 pm. Goodbye Blue Monday 
[1087 Broadway, between Lawton 
and Dodworth streets in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 453–6343], www.
myspace.com/goodbyebluemon-
dayinc. 

COMEDY, STAND UP COMEDY: Free. 
9 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 768–
0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

MUSIC, CUB SPORT AND SPECIAL 
GUESTS: $8–$10. 9 pm. Cameo 
Gallery [93 North 6th St. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry Stree 
in Williamsburg, (718) 302–1180], 
www.cameony.net. 

TUES, MAY 6
ART, “NOSTALGIA”: New illustrations 

from “Anna,” a Japanese artist from 
Osaka. Free. Noon–6 pm. Ouchi 
Gallery [170 Tillary Street, (#105) 
at Gold Street in Downtown, (347) 
987–4606], www.ouchigallery.com. 

READING, COLSON WHITEHEAD: 
Author of “The Noble Hustle: 
Poker, Beef Jerky, and Death,” in 
conversation with author Nathan 
Englander. 7:30 pm. St. Joseph’s 
College (245 Clinton Ave. between 
Willoughby Street and Dekalb Av-

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 2

In synth
Never heard of Wil-
liam Onyeabor? No 
problem — you 
probably have heard 
of David Byrne, 
Money Mark, Pat 
Mahoney from LCD 
Soundsystem, Alexis 
Taylor of Hot Chip, 
and Luke Jenner 
from the Rapture, 
who will all be hon-
oring the mysterious 
Nigerian synth com-
poser with  this trib-
ute show .

8 pm at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. $35–$65.

SATURDAY
May 3

Kickstart 
your heart
Popular crowdfund-
ing platform Kick-
starter is showing off 
its newish digs in 
Greenpoint with a 
block party. Tour the 
company’s new 
headquarters, then 
check out food, art, 
games, and perfor-
mances from local 
Kickstarter-funded 
creators — including 
the PitchBlak Brass 
Band and “Johann 
Sebastian Joust” — 
the greatest party 
game ever invented.

Noon–6 pm at the 
Kickstarter HQ (58 Kent 
St. between West and 
Franklin streets in 
Greenpoint, www.kick-
starter.com/events/block-
party). Free.

SUNDAY
May 4

That’s the 
tooth
Give a toothy grin 
for this one — 
Grammy-winning a 
capella octet Room-
ful of Teeth is per-
forming at Galapa-
gos Art Space as 
part of the Five Bor-
ough Music Festival. 
The group uses an 
eclectic range of 
vocal stylings such 
as Tuvan throat sing-
ing, yodeling, and 
Korean p’ansorito to 
explore the musical 
potential of the 
human voice.

7 pm at Galapagos Art 
Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–8500, www.
galapagosartspace.com]. 
$22.50–$45.

MONDAY
May 5

Quiz-cycle 
Get on your bike and 
ride to the Brooklyn 
Historical Society for 
this two-wheeler-
themed trivia night. 
The emphasis will be 
on bicycles and 
other alternative 
transportation meth-
ods in pop culture — 
not technical stuff — 
so even motorists 
should be in with a 
chance. There will 
also be beer.

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrpont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111, 
www.brooklynhistory.
org]. $10–$15.

WEDNESDAY
May 7

Books on 
stage
Call it literary karaoke. 
In “Reading Roulette,” 
contestants compete 
by reading famous lit-
erary passages — but 
the catch is that they 
don’t get to choose 
which passage or the 
voice they must read 
it in. Performances will 
be judged by literary 
industry professionals, 
and the night will be 
emceed by Isaac 
Fitzgerald of the Rum-
pus and Buzzfeed.

7 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third ave-
nues in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. $12.
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newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds 

and Online

lead sponsors lead partners supporting 
sponsor

MAY 20 4

FOR MORE INFORMA ION AND O RESERVE YO R FREE REE
VISI NYRP.ORG/BROOK YN REES

Spirited performance: The Grace and Spiritus Chorale of Brook-
lyn will perform Carl Orff’s acclaimed cantata “Carmina Burana‚“ 
at St. Ann and the Holy Trinity Church on May 2.
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Mozzarella Caprese 
House made Mozzarella wrapped with Fresh 

Tomato & Basil 

Insalata Tre Colori 
Arugula endive and radicchio salad, 
tomatoes,olives with Italian dressing 

Zuppa di Gamberi 
Classic Shrimp Bisque 

Gnocchi Con Pesto  
House made Gnocchi with Basil pesto sauce 

Manicotti della Mamma 
House made Manicotti pasta, stuffed with 

Ricotta served with Marinara sauce

Cocktail di Gamberi 
Chilled Shrimp cocktail … Additional $ 6.95 

Insalata di Barbabietole 
Arugula, Yellow and Red Beets, fried Ricotta 

salata, Balsamic 

Caponata di Melanzane 
Traditional Eggplant Caponata with onions, 

pine nuts, pancenella sauce 

Penne Al Pomodoro e Basilico 
Penne Pasta with fresh tomatoes sauce 

Ravioli di Aragosta 
House made Ravioli stuffed with fresh Lobster 

in a pink sauce  

Salmone Tornado 
Salmon over a bed of Spinach with Lobster sauce   

Pollo Ripieno 
Chicken stuffed with spinach, Pancetta, Fontina 

& Marsala sauce 

Costata di Maiale 
Charcoal grilled Pork Chop topped with 

Peperonata jam 

Vitello Piccata 
Veal topped with Artichokes in a Butter & 

Lemon sauce 

Trota all’Arancia  
Trout crusted with Olives, Pine nuts,  

Anchovies & Bread crumbs in Orange sauce  

Petto di Pollo Portobello     
Grilled Chicken breast, sautéed with  

Portobello mushroom, zucchini, eggplant, 
tomato & white wine    

Bistecca alla Griglia  
Grilled Sirloin Steak … Additional $ 7.95 

Cuore di Mamma 
Vanilla Mousse filled with cherries, Served with 

Black Forest fruit sauce 

Semifreddo al Pistachio 
Red Velvet Semifreddo with pistachio 

Gelatina di Champagne alla Frutta 
Sweet Champagne jelly with fresh fruits and 

Macaroon cookie 

Torta di ricotta 
House made Ricotta Cheesecake 

PRIMI (Choice of One)

DOLCI DEL LA CASA 

SECONDI (Choice of One)

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 11, 2014

345 Court Street (at Union Street)
For reservations (718) 852-5015
Website: MarcoPoloRistorante.com
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Family
BROOKLYN August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Belli pays homage to the Italian-American foods of the  
mid-20th century in New York, where delicious, exceptionally 

well-prepared food was served in settings that were 
simultaneously elegant, comfortable and unpretentious.

The food nods to that same history. Familiar dishes like Seafood 
Salad, Rigatoni Vodka Sauce, Veal Scalloppine and Chicken 

Parmesan are elevated to a new level!

...be sure to bring friends,  
get together with family, or introduce 

your out-of-town guests.

For the full menu please visit www.bellibrooklyn.com
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The Cora Studio
Shannon Hummel/Cora Dance

THE RED 
HOOK 
PROM
a prom for adults
WHO ARE YOU TAKING?

PRODUCED BY: Hope & Anchor 

MMAYY 33,, 200144 
corradaanccee.orgg   

 7118 8558 2520

p
SPONSORED BY: The Brooklyn Paper, Dry Dock, Elements Hair 
Studio, Eminjay Design, Realty Collective, Red Hook Star Revue, 
SaveMor Digital Printing, Woofs ‘n Whiskers

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hey will offer their love 
and respect to the end.

A group of hardcore 
Beastie Boys fans are getting 
it together for the third annual 
“MCA Day” to show grati-
tude for the life and music 
of Adam Yauch, who passed 
away in 2012. 

The event, taking place 
at Littlefield in Gowanus 
on May 3, will include DJs, 
Beastie Boys-themed art, and 
for the first time this year, 
live instruments. 

“This is our ‘Check Your 
Head’ year,” said head or-
ganizer Mike Kearney, re-
ferring to the group’s third 
album, which was the 
group’s first to feature in-
struments.

This is not about fighting 
for their right to party, said 
the organizers. The project is 
meant to be more of a memo-
rial than rump shaking and 

rhyming and stealing. 
“They grew up before our 

eyes from a beer-swilling 
misogynists to responsible 
men who used their power 

for good,” said co-organizer 
Andrew Katz. 

For the first “MCA Day,” 
Kearney drove from Boston 
and set up a table in Union 

Square less than a week af-
ter Yauch died. 

“I did not know if 20 peo-
ple would show up or 2,000 
people,” he said.

When the turnout was 
good, Kearney started a Fa-
cebook page and began or-
ganizing the day as an an-
nual event, bringing together 
DJs, emcees, photographers, 
and artists.  

The organizers say the day 
is important because Yauch, 
who died at age 47, did so 
much good work while he was 
alive and also left so much 
unfinished. In other words 
— what comes around goes 
around. 

“He had the right idea 
about living a life that was 
of service with music at its 
core,” said Katz. “You can 
see that he was not done 
doing what he wanted to 
do. We want to perpetuate 
what he was trying to ac-
complish.”

“MCA Day” at Littlefield 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Third Avenues, 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–
3388, www.littlefieldnyc.
com]. May 3 at 11 am. Free.

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’re putting the band 
back together.

The international 
groove maestros of Balkan 
Beat Box will open this sea-
son’s “Celebrate Booklyn!” 
dance party series with a free 
show in Brooklyn Bridge Park 
on May 8 — bringing their 
brand of high-energy, “im-
migrant music with attitude” 
to the stage for the first time 
in two years, a band mem-
ber said. 

For the group, which formed 
in New York City in 2003 and 
has since been scattered across 
the globe recording and work-
ing on other projects, the Brook-
lyn show is a homecoming.

“Right now we’re wherever 
we need to be, but we’re still 
New Yorkers at heart,” said sax-
ophonist and founding mem-

ber Ori Kaplan, who has done 
stints in Brooklyn band Fire-
water and popular gypsy punk 
group Gogol Bordello.

The collective blends Bal-
kan “gypsy” music, hip-hop, 
electronica, and dancehall for 
a pan-geographic sound where 
Klezmer horn hooks transition 
into Reggaeton breaks.

Kaplan and band co-founder 
Tamir Muskat both hail from 
Israel and were informed by the 
nation’s eclectic mix of cultures, 
but Balkan Beat Box found its 
full voice in New York — where 
Kaplan said the confluence of 
cultures is unmatched. 

“When you walk down the 
street, you hear everything 
from Puerto Rican music to 
Punjabi,” he said. “We incor-
porate that — we’re like a New 
York soundtrack.”

Kaplan said the Balkan Beat 
Box’s unique sound resonates 
outside of typical world music 

circles. He recalled the band’s 
last set at the Prospect Park 
Bandshell, where an elderly Ja-
maican man with a limp ditched 
his cane and busted a move.

“The Caribbean community 
really connects to our music,” 
he said.

The dance party, which is 
organized by Bric Arts, will 
also feature DJ Joro-Boro, a 
Bulgarian-born mix master who 
trades in a similar fusion of 
global music styles. Before the 
show, there will also be a belly 
dancing lesson from Manhat-
tan mid-section whirlers Dance 
Of Venus.

Kaplan said he is already ex-
cited to get back to Brooklyn.

“They’re our home crowd,” 
he said.

“Global Dance Party” at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 1 
[Old Fulton Street at Furman 
Street in Dumbo, bricartsme-
dia.org). May 8 at 7 pm. Free.

It’s called gratitude
Beastie Boys fans honor Adam Yauch with MCA Day

When MCA’s on the mic, suckers run: “MCA Day” organizer Mike Kearney.
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Sheik your booty!
Mid-East meets Dancehall at Bric’s 
Brooklyn Bridge Park dance party

Saxy sounds: Tomer Yosef belts a line while a 
fellow Balkan Beat Box-er lays down a sax riff.
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BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Featherweight [135 Graham Ave. between Johnson Avenue and Boerum 
Street in Bushwick. (347) 763–0872, www.featherweightbk.com]. Open Sun, 
Tue–Wed, 7 pm–2 am; Thu–Sat, 7 pm–3 am.

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

B
rooklyn is about to get a 
little more animated.

The Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music is screening a 
series of films by Brooklyn-
raised animator Ralph Bak-
shi (pictured right) from May 
9–20. The groundbreaking 
filmmaker is credited with 
creating the first X-rated 
cartoon (1975’s “Fritz the 
Cat”) and bringing inde-

pendent animation into the 
mainstream. 

But the seven films show-
ing at BAM will not be a de-
finitive collection of Bakshi’s 
works — the 75-year-old di-
rector is currently working on 
an animated noir called “The 
Last Days of Coney Island.” 
Bakshi said the flick will be 
the ultimate expression of his 
style, which he likened to a 
scratchy record.

“Old blues is what I ani-
mate,” said Bakshi. “In fact, 

I’ve gotten rougher than be-
fore — I’ve learned some 
things since my last proj-
ect.”

The film will give viewers 
a glimpse into the seedy un-
derbelly of the People’s Play-
ground in the 1960s — a set-
ting inhabited by prostitutes, 
gangsters, and the men who 
chase them. But it is not a 
detective flick, Bakshi ex-
plained.

“There’s a bunch of de-
tectives running around, 
but they’re all bastards,” 
he said.

Bakshi said he is drawing 
from his experiences grow-
ing up in Brooklyn.

Raised in Brownsville, 
Bakshi was fascinated by 
flawed people who try to do 
the best with what they have 
— and he channels their ethic 
in his work, he said.

“What I loved most was 
the different characters,” he 
said. “Everything that I do 
stems from these people that 
I love.”

Apparently, the film will 
also stem from the streets he 
loves. Bakshi said he is creat-
ing the movie’s backgrounds 
from stacks of photos he has 
taken wandering Brooklyn’s 
sidewalks over the years. It 
is a ritual he first employed 
in his breakout “Fritz the 
Cat,” and later used in 
New York City films “Hey 
Good Lookin’ ” and “Heavy 
Traffic” — all of which are 
screening at the BAM ret-
rospective.

The Brooklynite-turned-
New Mexican will be on hand 
for an artist’s talk on May 
9 at 7 pm, before returning 
to work on his Coney Island 
flick, which he expects to 

finish before the end of the 
year.

Bakshi said he doesn’t 
know what will come next 
once “The Last Days of Co-
ney Island” is wrapped up, 

but he plans to draw until 
his own last days.

“A good artist that’s alive 
— he keeps going until the 
end,” he said.

“Cool Worlds: The Ani-

mation of Ralph Bakshi” 
at BAM Rose Cinemas [30 
Lafayette Ave. near Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. 
May 9–20. $13 per film.

Drawing from Brooklyn
Ralph Bakshi is still making fi lms about his hometown

Hold on!: (Above) Shorty is one of the many flawed characters inhabiting Bak-
shi’s upcoming “Last Days of Coney Island.” 
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enue in Clinton Hill). 
COMEDY, “THE FANCY 

SHOW”: Producers Mi-
chael Joyce, Langston Ker-
man, Lane Pieschel, Sim-
mons McDavid and Jenny 
Zigrino share the stage 
with local talent. Free. 
8 pm. Bar Reis [375 Fifth 
Ave. between 5th and 6th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
974–2412]. 

WED, MAY 7
READING, GEORGE 

PROCHNIK: Author of 
“The Impossible Exile,” in 
conversation with Rebecca 
Mead and Wayne Koesten-
baum. Free. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

MUSIC, T TAYLOR (SAXO-
PHONE RESIDENCY), RED 
GRETCHEN, CANNON-
BALL STATMAN, LEXA 
MAXA, MUJO QUARTET: 
Free. 8 pm. Goodbye Blue 
Monday [1087 Broad-
way, between Lawton 
and Dodworth streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
453–6343], www.myspace.
com/goodbyebluemon-
dayinc.

MUSIC, A MINOR FOREST, 
THE AUSTERITY PRO-
GRAM, LUSHES: $10. 8:30 
pm. Glasslands (289 Kent 
Ave. at S. Second Street in 
Williamsburg), www.glass-
lands.com. 

THURS, MAY 8
READING, THOMAS ROMA 

& GIANCARLO ROMA: 
Authors of “The Waters of 
Our Time,” in conversation 
with Susan Kismaric. Free. 
7 pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

COMEDY, FREESTANDING 
STANDUP: Weekly com-
edy series with local talent 
and lots of hilarity. Free. 8 
pm. Goodbye Blue Monday 
[1087 Broadway, between 
Lawton and Dodworth 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 453–6343], 
www.myspace.com/good-
byebluemondayinc. 

MUSIC, “SOUND BITES — 
CELEBRATING 35 YEARS 

OF ROULETTE”: Concert 
and reception featuring 
Jennifer Choi, Mario Diaz 
de Leon, Tristan Perich, 
Darius Jones ,Jen Shyu, 
and Varispeed. $25–$35. 8 
pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. near Third Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (917) 267–
0368], www.roulette.org. 

MUSIC, PEAKING LIGHTS 
SOUND SYSTEM, 
PROTECT-U, IMPERIAL 
TOPAZ: $12–$14. 8:30 
pm. Glasslands (289 Kent 
Ave. at S. Second Street in 
Williamsburg), www.glass-
lands.com. 

MUSIC, MELAENA CADIZ: 
Free. 9 pm. Tea Lounge 
[837 Union St. at Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2762], www.tealoung-
eny.com. 

FRI, MAY 9
ART, BKLYN DESIGNS: 

Cutting-edge contempo-
rary furniture, lighting and 
home accessories designed 
and/or made in Brooklyn. 
$15–$20. 10 am–8 pm. St. 
Ann’s School [129 Pierre-
pont Street New York, NY 
11201, 718–522-1660]. 

ART, JOHN AVELLUTO: 
“Disintegrator”: Illusory 
new paintings on folded, 
cut, and reconfi gured 
graph paper. Free. 1–6 pm. 
Studio10 [56 Bogart St. at 
Harrison Place in Bushwick, 
(718) 852–4396], www.stu-
dio10bogart.com. 

MUSIC, MAVIS STAPLES: 
$40. 8 pm. Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe and 
Kent avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 486–5400], 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com.

COMEDY, “PITY APPLAUSE”: 

Improv comedy show, fea-
turing actors who like to 
break the rules. $10. 9 pm. 
The Brick [575 Metropoli-
tan Ave. at Lorimer Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com. 

MUSIC, BAMCAFE: Jus Post 
Bellum: Free. 10 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, TURRBOTAX, DJ QU, 
SPECIAL GUEST: $8-$10. 
11:30 pm. Glasslands (289 
Kent Ave. at S. Second 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.glasslands.com. 

SAT, MAY 10. 

ART, BROOKLYN BOAT 
BUILDERS BASH: Celebra-
tion of locally-made boats, 
community boathouses 
and the borough’s nautical 

heritage. Free. Noon–6 
pm. Brooklyn Navy Yard, 
BLDG 92 [63 Flushing Ave. 
at Carlton Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 907–5992], 
www.bldg92.org. 

DANCE, LA CLAVE 
SECRETA: Performing as 
part of the World to Brook-
lyn dance-party series. 
The night features an open 
bar, dance lesson, and DJ 
after-party. $25 ($20 WMI 
Friends). 8 pm. Roulette 
(509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill), 
www.roulette.org. 

MUSIC, KUKI, SIMON, 
BROOKLYN WILDLIFE 
SHOW WITH SIDNEY 
BERNSTEIN: Free. 8 pm. 
Goodbye Blue Monday 
[1087 Broadway, between 
Lawton and Dodworth 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 453–6343], 
www.myspace.com/good-
byebluemondayinc. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

An R&B staple: Mavis 
Staples performs at the 
Music Hall of Williams-
burg on May 9.
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Open a Flushing Bank Free Business Checking account today and receive a
Nexus 7 32GB tablet with an opening deposit of $15,000 or more.2  Visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889, or go to www.FlushingBank.com for details.

Business Checking with a little something extra.

Business 
CheckingFree

• No monthly maintenance fees
• No minimum balance required

32GBNexus 7
with an opening deposit of 
$15,000 or more2

Plus, get up to                   when you open a new business checking account.1$100

1 New account with new money only. A new business checking account is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank business checking account(s). An existing checking customer is defined as 

anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open a business checking account. You will receive $50 for the completion of 

5 debit card purchases. And $50 for the completion of 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each debit card purchase and each online bill-payment must be $25 or more and must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. The compensation 

will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. The offer is subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a 

branch representative for more information. 2 New account with new money only. For purposes of the promotion, a new business checking customer is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank 

checking account(s). You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open this account. No minimum balance is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. New Free Business Checking account customers will receive a Google Nexus 7 32GB wifi tablet for an opening balance of $15,000 or more. 

Valid business documentation must be provided at the time of account opening. The cost of the promotional item of $285 (including sales tax and delivery charge) will be reported as interest income in the form of a 1099. The new account must remain open, active and in good standing for six 

months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make promotional item substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages 

relating to promotional items. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer. Google, Android, and Nexus are trademarks of Google Inc. Google is not affiliated with, or sponsor of, this promotion. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for 

more information about minimum balance requirements and certain fees that may apply to the business checking account. The promotion and offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. From 

Forbes.com March 18, 2014. © 2014 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission is prohibited. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

Do you have a Medicare 
and a Medicaid card?
Need help paying your 
Part B premium?

AM PM

AM PM

AM PM

For detailed location information
and to RSVP, please call us at:

1.866.986.0356 – TTY Users: 711

Hours of operation: Mon - Sat, 8AM - 8PM

www.metroplusmedicare.org

We can help you 
save over $1,200!

Member Name:
Member Identification #:
Primary Care Physician (PCP):
PCP Phone Number:
Subscriber Effective Date:
Health Care Center:

RxBIN-004336  RxPCN-MEDDADV                  Plan: <code>
RxGRP-RX8541 Issuer (80840)  

CMS-H0423-001

Join us at one of our free Medicare seminars
to fi nd out how to enroll in

a Medicare Savings Program!

CUMBERLAND D&TC
100 North Portland Ave.

Brooklyn

AM

CUMBERLAND D&TC
100 North Portland Ave.

Brooklyn

AM

QUINCY SENIOR RESIDENCES

625 Quincy Street
Brooklyn

AM PM

CUMBERLAND D&TC
100 North Portland Ave.

Brooklyn

AM

million to the Internal Reve-
nue Service in payroll taxes, 
not counting interest and pen-
alties, as well as a $1 million 
loan from the church, and 
that various initiatives by the 
school to get above water, 
including an alumni fund-
raising drive, failed.

A charter school in the 
building, the Brooklyn Urban 
Garden School, will remain 
open indefinitely with a lease 
that could be extended until 
2020. Parents of Bishop Ford 
students believe their school 
should also stay, even if it is 
in a diminished form.

“Why not let us be a 
small school?” said Cathleen 
Smith-Carrano, who grad-
uated from Bishop Ford in 
1981 and is mom to an 11th-
grader. “It’s very disturbing. 
Catholic education is just not 
being supported.”

Sierra Quinones, also a ju-
nior, attended Bishop Ford 
during her freshman year, 
but her family moved from 
Fifth Avenue to Staten Island, 
and she enrolled at a public 
high school. Her mother then 
got sick and passed away and 
Quinones felt a deep need to 
return to the school where 
she felt most at home.

“For me to heal, I had to 
come back here,” she said. 
“All of my friends are here. 
It really helped me.”

She came back for her ju-
nior year, but now the school 
could close before she grad-
uates.

“I’m so upset,” Quino-
nes said. “Plus we have to 
stress about finding another 
school.”

The rally’s organizer 
Frank Marra, class of 1973, 
says the church is more inter-
ested in making money than 
providing education.

“It’s a land grab,” said 
Marra, noting the school’s 
prime location near Green-
Wood Cemetery. “The dio-
cese is just interested in mak-
ing money.”

A faculty member, who 
asked not to be named, 
backed Marra up.

“I’ve never seen a Catho-
lic institution be so greedy,” 
the worker said. “The church 
is supposed to be about serv-
ing the community. They just 
want to take away. That’s not 
Christ-like.”

The group plans to present 
the diocese with an alterna-
tive plan that involves outside 
fund-raising as soon as they 
can arrange a meeting.

Continued from page 1

BISHOP...

charges that apply to less than 
two ounces of weed, accord-
ing to the Post.

Should the cases make it 
to court, the borough’s top 
lawman will toss them out 
like so many stems and sticks, 
the memo said.

The policy is meant to dis-
courage police from arrest-
ing black and Latino youths 
for the offense, Thompson 
said. In the year 2010, Brook-
lyn accounted for a third of 
the city’s 60,000 marijuana 
arrests and black men were 
nearly 10 times more likely 
to get pinched for possession, 
despite the fact that studies 
show black and white young-
sters toke up at comparable 
rates nationwide, according 
to a report by the American 
Civil Liberties Union. The 
change in policy will free up 
more time for the district at-
torney’s office to concentrate 
on more serious crimes, ac-
cording to Thompson.

“The goal of this new pol-
icy is to ensure that the re-
sources of this office are al-
located in a manner that most 
enhances public safety, and 
individuals, especially young 
people of color, do not be-
come unfairly burdened and 
stigmatized by involvement 
in the criminal-justice sys-
tem,” the memo said.

A Brooklyn transplant 
who used to puff the magic 
dragon regularly echoed the 
racial-justice sentiment.

“Hopefully the initiative 
will take away some of the 
racial profiling and divi-
siveness attached to minor 
changes like these,” said Ro-

salie, a Crown Heights resi-
dent and former occasional 
user who asked that her last 
name not be used.

Another daily dope-
smoker applauded the pol-
icy, contending that mari-
juana is not the dangerous 
drug police officers and some 
politicians would have peo-
ple believe.

“I just think it’s kind-of 
ridiculous that cigarettes and 
alcohol are perfectly legal and 
acceptable to advertise in the 
presence of children and out-
side, and that something like 
weed wouldn’t be at least con-
sidered on the same level of 
legality,” said Fort Greene 
resident Teddy, a freelance 
video editor who also opted 
to go surname-less.

Teddy’s roommate Brit-
tany, who lights up three or 
four times per month, said that 
society is not in imminent dan-
ger of collapse in the wake of 
Thompson’s policy shift.

“I think if you can light 
up a cigarette on the street, 
you should be able to light 
up a joint — it’s not nearly as 
harmful to yourself or those 
around you,” she said. “Ev-
erything is good in modera-
tion. If everyone is walking 
around stoned out of their 
minds, there could be far 
more negative outcomes.”

Police commissioner Bill 
Bratton, who has emphasized 
arresting people for minor 
infractions under the the-
ory that it will prevent ma-
jor crimes, told  Capital New 
York  that he has not talked 
to Thompson about the pro-
tocol change or seen the de-
tails.

Continued from page 1
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for the biggest liberal politi-
cal bash since 2012. Borough 
President Adams fired the 
opening salvo by pointing out 
that Brooklyn’s superior pop-
ulation size — just 1.6 mil-
lion people call Philadelphia 
home — means more people 
could benefit from the lar-
gesse of conventioneers.

“To pick a destination that 
has one million fewer people 
represents one million fewer 
opportunities,” Adams said. 
“I believe the time has come 
to bring the king- or queen-
making convention to the 
County of Kings.”

Adams, still embroiled in 

an active  rivalry with Toronto 
Mayor Rob Ford  over their 
bet on the Nets–Raptors 
NBA playoff series, declined 
to further diss our cheese-
steak-eating neighbors, so 
we took up the charge.

In addition to the afore-
mentioned population dif-
ferential, there are the are-
nas. The Barclays Center is 
a new, iconic building in the 
heart of a bustling commer-
cial district, sitting directly 
above a major mass transit 
hub that services nine sub-
way lines and a commuter 
rail. The Wells Fargo Center, 
on the other hand, looks like 
a shopping mall, sitting as it 

does in a wide-open area be-
tween two expressways, with 
a pastoral park and a freight 
rail-yard for neighbors.

Then there are the water-
fronts. From the Brooklyn 
Heights Promenade, visitors 
can take in sweeping views of 
the lower Manhattan skyline, 
the Statue of Liberty, and the 
boats plying the New York 
Harbor. Philadelphia’s Del-
aware River Trail, by con-
trast, forces strollers to con-
front the visage of Camden, 
New Jersey, the low-slung 
city of 77,000 best known 
for its closed factories and 
competitive murder rate. To 
be fair, in the murder depart-
ment, Philadelphia bested 
Chicago, which has become 
notorious for its bloodshed, 
by a hair last year,  logging 
15.9 murders per 100,000 to 
the Windy City’s 15.2 in 2013  
(Camden’s homicide rate was 
44 per 100,000, among the 
highest in the nation, while 
New York’s was just 4 per 
100,000).

Despite all the factors 
working against Philly 
snagging the honor, the al-
ternately sleepy and violent 
burgh has its boosters, chief 
among them a Rep. Robert 
Brady (D–Philadelphia) who 
says the city hosted the Re-
publican National Conven-
tion in 2000 and could take 
care of the conservatives’ 
rivals across the aisle, no 
problem.

“We are, without ques-
tion, able to host the DNC 
and to do a good job,” said 
the congressman. “We’ve 
done it before.”

Brady also held his tongue 
when given an opening to 
lash out at his competitor 
city, going so far as to in-
voke a regional pride in an 
attempt to redirect the rivalry 
to some of the other 14 cit-
ies vying for the privilege 
of hosting.

“I would root for you over 
one of those West Coast cit-
ies,” said the amenable pol, 
adding that he once attended 

a boxing match at the Bar-
clays Center and enjoyed ev-
ery minute of it.

Brady reserved his out-
right ridicule for Columbus, 
Ohio, another candidate in 
the running to accommodate 
the electoral bash.

“Do you know anyone 
who has taken a tourist trip 
there?” he asked, rhetorically. 
“I didn’t think so. There’s 
nothing to see.”

For Brooklyn, a pitch for 
the convention comes at a 
time when hotel and retail de-
velopment in the area around 
Barclays Center is in full 
swing. By 2016, big-ticket 
projects such as the 13-story 
Hampton Inn hotel Down-
town, should be done.

“Brooklyn has the space, 
the culture and the nightlife 
to make any convention a suc-
cess,” said Carlo Scissura, 
president of the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce. 
“I cannot think of a better 
place to hold a national con-
vention.”

Continued from page 1
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

One of Brooklyn’s lushest 
oases is getting some national 
recognition with a govern-
ment award presented by first 
lady Michelle Obama.

The Institute of Museum 
and Library Services an-
nounced last Thursday it will 
give the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden a medal for its long-
time commitment to working 
with neighbors and teaching 
people about plants.

“Its mission is to connect 

people to the world of plants, 
fostering delight and curi-
osity while inspiring an ap-
preciation and sense of stew-
ardship of the environment,” 
said a statement on the fed-
eral agency’s website.

The agency, which pro-
vides grants to the muse-
ums and libraries, calls the 
medal the highest honor for 
the country’s civic temples. 
Obama will present the award 
at a ceremony at the White 
House on May 8.

In announcing the award, 
the Institute cited the Bo-

tanic Garden’s century-old 
children’s garden as a cru-
cial educational tool.

“Generations of city chil-
dren have learned to plant, 
tend, and harvest their own 
garden plots,” the statement 
says.

The Garden’s green 
thumbs are excited to take 
home the prize and stressed 
that education has always 
been a big part of their pro-
gramming.

“Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den is tremendously honored 
to receive this distinction,” 

said Garden president Scot 
Medbury.

Nine other institutions got 
the nod this year.

The White House cere-
mony will be followed by a 
garden oral-history session 
run by the group StoryCorps. 
The organization will visit 
each winner to record an-
ecdotes from their commu-
nities.

The award comes eight 
months after the garden sus-
pended its science program 
over the objection of neigh-
bors and botanists.

Michelle to give Garden big award

Michelle Obama
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contraption that incorporated a 
marble, plumbing pipe, string, 
toy cars, blocks of wood, 
mousetraps, and a basket-
ball to create a long chain of 
events that ended with the ball 
hitting a Staples-brand push-
button that plays a recording 
saying, “That was easy.”

The undertaking required 
a lot of trial and error, a par-
ticipant said.

“It was a very fun project 
and it taught me to have a lot 
more patience than I usually 
have,” said 12-year-old Luca 
Yang. “I had to try a lot of 
times to get it to work.”

Other projects that the kids 
showed off included a marble 
run, a camera obscura, and 
a machine that tests users’ 
heart rates after they listen to 
different kinds of music.

“Kids need to know what 

it is like to work with things 
and have to make changes 
and persevere,” said Vlatar. 
“Kids spend so much time 
on the computer these days 
that they think that every-
thing is easy. They need to 
learn that they world does 
not work like that.”

Waldorf schools base their 
curricula around the teach-
ings of early 20th-century 
Austrian philosopher Ru-
dolf Steiner. They em-
phasize storytelling over 
textbooks, hands-on experi-
mentation over science dem-
onstrations, free-form play 
over sports, and music ed-
ucation  —  students at the 
Brooklyn Waldorf school 
learn to play recorders early, 
then switch to violins in third 
grade, according to a post by 
the New York City Private 
Schools Blog.

PARENT
My daughter reclines 

comfortably on 
the sofa doing her 

homework as I prowl around 
her, ready to pounce with an-
other suggestion or pointed 
comment about what she 
should be doing right now 
to make her college applica-
tions stronger. But she is in 
10th grade and won’t be do-
ing those things for another 
year and a half.

Having just gone through 
the grueling get-into-col-
lege journey with my older 
daughter, I learned much 
about the way the college 
admissions industry works 
— the tests, the test prep, 
the admissions offices, the 
many resources out there, 
and the huge amounts of 
money the system can suck 
out of you. I went to work-
shops and presentations, read 
books, prowled the internet, 
and spoke to lots of people. 
Though it worked out fine for 
my firstborn, I know I could 
manage it so much better with 
my younger progeny if she 
would only let me.

Sometimes her getting into 
college feels like the most im-
portant thing I will help her 

Giving the ol’ college try
with for the next 
couple of years. 
I’ve learned that 
the competitive 
schools are only 
getting harder to 
get into and that 
average SAT 
scores only seem 
to be going up. Each year it 
appears more applications are 
submitted and the pressure 
escalates.

There is also the issue 
of opportunity. My high-
schooler is young enough to 
have her “resume” shaped 
and sculpted a bit, giving 
her a more compelling nar-
rative when admissions offi-
cers view her life through a 
pile of papers and numbers — 
but only if we start now.

Then I look at her, 16 
years old and doing pretty 
well. She plays sports, bakes 
like a pro, has a really nice 
bunch of friends she enjoys 
hanging with, and she’s do-
ing okay in school. Perhaps 
most importantly, she has a 
good heart and mostly does 
the right thing. All that stuff 
is important and so precious 
to me, but it isn’t going to get 
her into a good school.

If I believe that where she 
goes to college is the most 
important factor determin-
ing her success and happi-
ness in adult life, then I must 
push her, push her more, and 
keep pushing her, whisper-
ing “college, college, college” 
every morning when I wake 
her and every evening when 
I say good night.

If, on the other hand, I’m 
just caught up with the stam-
peding parents, focused on 
my daughter’s college pros-
pects because everyone tells 

me I should be, and it is all 
the mothers and fathers talk 
about, then I better step back 
and think this whole process 
through.

My girl is a sophomore in 
high school and still needs 
guidance, supervision and 
a parent to help her learn to 
drive, negotiate peer pressure, 
do homework, and tackle all 
the situations she faces each 
day. If I keep my focus on 
her as a person, developing 
a moral center and an under-
standing of who she is and 
what she wants, then wherever 
she goes to college she’ll be 
prepared to get the most out 
of the experience, and the rest 
of her life.

Maybe I’m the one who 
has to shut my ears to the 
constant whispers  so she can 
just be a kid for a couple more 
precious years.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

Continued from page 1
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SCAN TO DOWNLOAD LELOCA 
FOR FREE

THAT’S WHERE LELOCA CAME IN

Once upon a time, there was an empty table
in a fabulous, trendy restaurant.

This table was only a few blocks away. The chef decided
he’d like to have someone sitting at that lonely table.

BURGER ON SMITH $10 off a $20 bill
209 Smith St., Cobble Hill

ELIONNE (DESIGNER CLOTHING) 30% off
377 Metropolitan Avenue, Williamsburg

JUNIPER (AMERICAN CUISINE) 30% off
112 Berry St. at N. 7, Williamsburg

KHAO SAM (THAI) Free Appetizer w/ Entree
311 Bedford Avenue, Williamsburg

EAT (ORGANIC CUISINE) $10 off a $30 bill
124 Meserole Ave., Greenpoint

WYNE A BIT (WINE BAR) 2 for 1 Wine
200 Franklin St. Greenpoint

BLACK RABBIT $6 off a $20 Bill
91 Greenpoint Ave. Greenpoint

FLIPS BROOKLYN (ANTIQUES) 30% off
164 Havemeyer St. Williamsburg

BEEHIVE SALON $25 off a $75 bill
115 N. 7th Street, Williamsburg

HONEY SPA $6 off a $29 bill
592 Manhattan

MERCHANTS — TO SIGN UP CONTACT JENNIFER STERN (718) 269-8302
jstern@cnglocal.com

The Leloca app puts restaurants 
together with people like you, 
providing instant, delicious deals 
nearby.

Scan the QR codes to download 
the Leloca app for free.
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