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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Atlantic Yards, meet Pacific Park.
The developers of the 16-tower mega-

development at Flatbush and Atlantic av-
enues have changed its name to “Pacific 
Park,” Forest City Ratner announced to 
the real estate website  Curbed on Mon-
day . The name change shifts the proj-
ect’s marketing focus from the Long 
Island Rail Road train yard along At-
lantic Avenue, over which part of it is 
supposed to be built, to the park it is 
supposed to contain along a de-mapped 
block of Pacific Street between Carl-
ton and Vanderbilt avenues.

The news came packaged with new 
details about two of the buildings that 
make up the development, which is being 
built by Forest City with the Chinese-
government-owned developer Green-
land, a majority partner in the project. 
Construction is scheduled to begin in 
December on an 18-story tower at 535 
Carlton Ave. between Dean and Pacific 
streets, which will house 298 apart-
ments, ranging from studios to three-
bedrooms, Forest City said. Shortly af-
ter that, construction will begin on the 
building at 550 Vanderbilt Ave. between 
Dean and Pacific streets. That build-
ing is slated to reach 17 stories and 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
‘Atlantic Yards’ development rechristened ‘Pacifi c Park’

A rendering shows the proposed design for 535 Carlton Ave.
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contain 275 units, from studios to four 
bedrooms, according to the developer, 
which finalized the sale of 70 percent of 
the project to Greenland on July 1. Be-
ginning in June 2015, a third building 
will rise at 30 Sixth Ave. between Pa-
cific and Dean Streets, including about 
300 units, Forest City said. 

The three towers are slated to be 
entirely made up of below-market-
rate apartments. The arrangement is 
an effort by the development firms 
to honor  the deal they struck in late 
June with activists that requires the 
creation 2,250 units of promised dis-
count digs by 2025 . The developers 
have until 2035 to complete the entire 
6,430-apartment project, though For-
est City originally pledged to be done 
in 2016. It has blamed activist lawsuits 
for the delays. The litigants dropped 
their suits in June as part of the deal 
to prod along construction.

An architect for the Carlton Ave-
nue and Vanderbilt Avenue buildings 
said his firm took pains to make the 
skyscrapers fit in with the surround-
ing townhouses.

“Our approach to this has been ‘How 
are these buildings going to feel from the 
street?’ ” said Brandon Specketer, a se- By Danielle Furfaro

The Brooklyn Paper

It’s a dough-saster!
Greenpoint’s beloved beer-and-a-

pizza joint Lulu’s will close for good on 
Aug. 9 because the landlord declined 
to renew the business’s lease, said bar 
manager Ani Monteleone.

“Everyone in the neighborhood is 
really sad, but to them it is just busi-
ness,” Monteleone said of the build-
ing owner.

Lulu’s opened on Franklin Avenue 
nine years ago and quickly became a 
neighborhood hangout, offering free 
punk shows and a free personal pizza 
with every beer. One regular said the 
closure is a big bummer for “avant-
garde types and delightful weirdos 
of all kinds.”

“Not only is Greenpoint losing one 
of its more affordable and low-key 

hangout spots, but the closing of Lu-
lu’s is a real loss to New York’s un-
derground music scene,” Dan Zajack-
owski said.

Monteleone said she did not know 
whether the landlord’s decision to can-
cel the lease was related to a lawsuit 
that proprietor John McGillion filed 
earlier this year over a supposed clause 
in the lease that prohibited McGillion 
from running a “gay bar.”

“I do not know the details,” Mon-
teleone said. “All I know is that the 
rent is too high and they were not 
making enough money.”

McGillion also owns a handful of 
bars in Williamsburg, including Macri 
Park, the Alligator Lounge, and the 
Charleston, the latter two of which 
also offer free pizza. The 11 employ-
ees of Lulu’s can all take jobs at the 
other bars, Monteleone said.

Pie and dry
Lulu’s, Greenpoint’s free-pizza 
bar, to close in landlord dispute

Williamsburg Democratic district leader hopeful Nick Rizzo and 
Alicia Tyree lament the impending closure of Lulu’s.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

G-train riders could get used to 
this. 

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority  made it free to transfer be-
tween the Lorimer Street J and M sta-
tion and the Broadway G station  in late 
July when  repairs to Hurricane Sandy 
damage closed the tunnel below New-

town Creek , and riders say they do not 
want to go back to dropping an extra 
$2.50 to change trains when work is 
done on Sept. 1. 

“It should be free forever,” said col-
lege student Emiljana Gjikolaj. “It is 
very expensive for us to ride and it is 
bad enough when you just have to pay 
one fare.”

Gjikolaj lives in Bushwick and at-

tends the New York City College of 
Technology Downtown, so she regu-
larly transfers from the M to the Down-
town-bound G in Williamsburg. She 
said saving the extra fare each way has 
been great on her wallet. 

“The MTA has a lot of money,” 
said Gjikolaj. “They should share it 
with us.”

Free the G

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

The Boerum Hill and Clinton 
Hill post offices are packing up 
and shipping out.

Neighbors used to patronizing 
the Atlantic Avenue post office in 
Boerum Hill will have to endure 
a longer hike to a formerly indus-
trial building at 524 Dean St., be-
tween Sixth and Carlton avenues, 
which is about a 10-minute walk 
away in Prospect Heights, accord-
ing to the Postal Service.

The post office near Pratt In-
stitute in Clinton Hill is moving 
just three blocks to the ground 
floor of a condo building at 609 
Myrtle Ave., between Classon 

Avenue and Emerson Place, a 
mail rep said. But neighboring 
seniors say that is plenty to make 
life difficult for the most elderly 
among them.

“It could be a lot of work for 
someone who is 90 years old,” said 
Shama Duncan, a manager at  Wil-
loughby Walk, a co-op complex 
around the corner from the current 
Myrtle Avenue location . 

More than half the residents 
there are older than 60, accord-
ing to Duncan. Unplugged old-
sters are more likely to use the 
post office than their younger, 
spryer neighbors for whom an 
extra three blocks is a breeze but 
snail mail is less of a necessity, 

Boerum, Clinton Hill post offi ces change addresses

(Left) The Clinton Hill post office is headed to this building three blocks up Myrtle Av-
enue, just inside Bedford-Stuyvesant. (Right) 594 Dean St. in Prospect Heights is being 
renovated now to house the Atlantic Avenue post office’s operation.
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said Duncan and the administra-
tor for a local panel. 

“Most Saturday mornings, my 
mom leaves the house and pops a 
couple letters or postcards in the 
mail,” said Community Board 2 
district manager Robert Perris. 
“If I buy a book of stamps, it’s 
going to last three years.”

Perris downplayed the poten-
tial for outcry over the relocation 
of the Clinton Hill depot.

“It’s hard to fault this location,” 
said Community Board 2 district 
manager Robert Perris. “It’s not that 
much farther away for most peo-
ple. Some will benefit. Some will 
be mildly disadvantaged.”

Regulars at the Boerum Hill 

postal outlet have  long complained 
that it is dirty and disorganized . 
Perris said he wouldn’t rule out the 
possibility that the move would 
solve the problems.

“Perhaps the new location will 
have a positive impact on em-
ployee morale,” Perris said. 

The Clinton Hill post office 
is being forced out by its land-
lord, who wants to redevelop the 
property, Perris said.

A spokeswoman for the Postal 
Service did not know how long 
the transition will take, but said 
that renovations have to happen 
before the mailmen and women 
can make the move.

Menelek from Bushwick runs through a maze that is part of the new interactive art on 
display at Downtown’s MetroTech Center office park.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

People have long complained 
that Downtown is becoming  a 
playground for the ultra-rich , but 
now the neighborhood’s office 
campus has gotten an actual play-
ground for the ultra-rich, as well 
as workers, students, and who-
ever else happens by.

Mega-developer Forest City 
Ratner commissioned West Coast 
installation artist Sam Falls to build 
the art-piece-cum-all-ages-play-
set on the Myrtle Avenue Prom-
enade that runs through Metro-

Tech Center.  A company honcho 
said that the new amenity is em-
blematic of Forest City’s transi-
tion away from the siege mentality 
it had in the early 1990s.

“When it first opened, Metro-
Tech was a kind of fortress look-
ing inward,” said David Berliner, 
chief operating officer for Forest 
City. “And now we’re inviting peo-
ple in.”

The set of sculptures is called 
“Light Over Time” and includes a 
pair of seesaws, a maze, and over-
sized wind-chimes, all made from 

OFFICE PLAY-SPACE
All-ages playground-art comes to MetroTech

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

A long-padlocked Fort Greene 
park could reopen thanks to a 
city push to make it safe to hang 
out in once more.

BAM Park, bounded by Lafay-
ette Avenue and Fulton and Saint 
Felix streets, has been closed to 
the public for nine years due to 
unstable ground, but plans to 
open it back up are finally mov-
ing forward. Mayor DeBlasio  an-
nounced in mid-July that his ad-
ministration would pursue fixing 
up the green-space  and that it’s 
“about to” reopen. The pro-busi-
ness Downtown Brooklyn Part-
nership is eager to help.

“To take back a park that was 
literally shuttered for so long is 
really great,” said Andrew Kal-
ish, director of cultural develop-
ment for the Partnership.

The overgrown park sits above 
the Fulton G station and around 
the corner from the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s Peter Jay 
Sharp building, but despite the 
park’s name, the cultural insti-
tution is not involved with its 
upkeep. 

The site is owned by the De-
partment of Housing Preserva-
tion and Development, which 
acquired it as part of an urban 
renewal program in the early 
1980s. The buildings that once 
stood there had already been 
torn down when the department 
took over and designated the 
spot as a park. In recent years 
the ground beneath the park be-
came dangerously unstable and 

Shaking off that sinking feeling
Fort Greene’s long-padlocked park set for root stabilization

the city locked it up. 
The lot is sinking and isn’t 

safe to be in, a spokesman for 
the housing department said. 

The Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership recently selected 
an architect to re-design the 
park, according to the may-
or’s office, and raised $2 mil-
lion from the pro-development 
Empire State Development Cor-
poration to add to money allo-
cated by Public Advocate Le-

titia James when she was the 
neighborhood’s councilwoman, 
according to the housing de-
partment.

Sitting on a triangular block 
between Fort Greene’s brown-
stone blocks and the venues that 
make up  the so-called Brook-
lyn Cultural District , the pad-
locked green triangle’s unkempt 
foliage stands in contrast to the 
lively, well-groomed, and also 
triangular Fowler Square di-

rectly across the diagonal in-
tersection.

“We’re really excited to have 
one more grand entrance to the 
cultural district,” Kalish said. 
“And to finish the other side 
of the bow tie.”

There is not yet a timetable 
for the project, but the parks 
department has agreed to take 
over the site when it’s done, 
the housing department spokes-
man said.

BAM Park at Lafayette Avenue and Fulton Street has been locked up for nearly a de-
cade. Now the city says it’s “about to” reopen.
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MTA: G freedom isn’t free
Brooklyn Local riders get taste of $0 transfer

Once you’ve had a free G trans-
fer, can you ever go back?

Artist Sam Falls See PLAY  on page 10

See YARDS  on page 10

See G TRAIN  on page 4
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Planned Service Changes 

ACE
Aug 11-15
10 PM to 5 AM | Mon to Fri

  

 Transportation Authority2014 Metropolitan

No trains at AC E  stations between 59 St-Columbus Circle
and Jay St-MetroTech.

A and E  trains are rerouted via the 6 Av Line.

C  service ends early each night.

A  trains are rerouted via the D  and F  as follows:

 1. Trains run via  the D between 59 St-Columbus Circle and 34 St-Herald Sq.

 2. Trains run via  the F between 34 St-Herald Sq and Jay St-MetroTech.

E trains are rerouted via the M and F in Manhattan as follows:

 1. Trains run via the M in both directions between 5 Av/53 St and

    34 St-Herald Sq.

 2. Trains run via the F in both directions between 34 St-Herald Sq and the  

    2 Av F station, the last stop.

   No trains between World Trade Center and 7 Av.

TRAVEL ALTERNATIVES

 •  Use 6 Av D F stations to connect with rerouted A E trains.

 •  Take 1 2 3 4 5 6  for service to/from Lower Manhattan.

 •  Take 1 2  for service to/from 34 St-Penn Station and

   Times Sq/42 St-Port Authority Bus Terminal.

Stay Informed

Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or 

visit mta.info where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, 

use TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.

 Transportation Authority2014 Metropolitan



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500August 8–14, 2014 AWP  3

BROOKLYN

HELLO
NEIGHBOR!

Our studio is now open and we want to get to know you!

Join us for our Open House on August 16 to learn more
Visit us today to get started! Bring this ad in for a free week!

191 WINDSOR PLACE, BROOKLYN, NY 11215

GALAXY GLASS

Shower Doors
Store Fronts

Mirrors
Safety Glass

Tabletops
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Offi ce: 718-232-9231
Cell: 917-903-0355

GalaxyGlass1@hotmail.com
Fax: 718-837-2819

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The owner of the pit bull 
that appeared to have been 
thrown off the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway came 
forward to claim his pooch 
last Thursday, saying it ran 
away the preceding Tues-
day afternoon in Green-
point, hours before its near-
fatal fall.

The dog’s owner said he last 
saw it at the corner of Bayard 
Street and Graham Avenue, 
when the fido wriggled out 
of his collar and bolted down 
the street. He searched all day 
and called several shelters for 
the pup, whose real name is 
Wookie, he said. 

Then, last Wednesday, he 
saw news reports about a pit 
bull that  fell from the sky onto 
Meeker Avenue at 6:20 pm 
the previous evening  and re-
alized it was his, which the vet 
hospital treating Wookie con-
firmed. The discovery left him 

Fallen dog owner: He ran off

A group of good Samaritans rushed to the aid of 
a pit bull that fell off of the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway onto Meeker Avenue on July 29.
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gobsmacked, he said.
“I feel how anyone else 

would feel right now,” Oli-
ver Rivera said. “Holy s--- 
— I have horrible feelings 
about this.”

The dog suffered many 
injuries in the fall, including 
a collapsed lung, a sprained 
front leg, and broken teeth, ac-
cording to the vet hospital.

Witnesses say the dog ap-
peared to have been thrown 
over the edge of the elevated 
highway, but police say they 
are investigating and that it 
may have wandered onto the 
fast-moving road and been hit 
or jumped on its own.

A group of bystanders 
rushed Wookie to Veteri-
nary Emergency and Refer-
ral Group, a 24-hour animal 
hospital in Cobble Hill, where 
vets are treating it for his in-
juries. 

The vet clinic said Rivera 
seems to be acting in good 
faith and that police must 

bring whoever is responsi-
ble to justice.

“It does not sound like 
any wrongdoing on the part 
of the dog owner,” said hospi-
tal spokeswoman Maria Moss-
Davidson. “Now we want to 
know how he got on the BQE 
and did someone throw him 
off. This happened during rush 
hour. Someone must have seen 
something. If there really is a 
monster who would throw a 
dog off of an overpass, that per-
son needs to be prosecuted.”

Wookie, who is a year old, 
will likely have to stay at the 
hospital longer and might 
have to have abdominal sur-
gery, but is expected to sur-
vive, Moss-Davidson said. Ri-
vera sure hopes so.

“He is a super dog,” he 
said. “I hope he will be fine 
and can still run.”

The animal activist organi-
zation Positive Tails will pay 
for all of Wookie’s medical 
bills, Moss-Davidson said.

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Firefighter chefs went 
head to head last Wednes-
day at the Fairway Firefighter 
Food Face-Off in Red Hook, 
and your culinary correspon-
dent was on the scene as a 
“celebrity” judge. 

Sweating over the bar-
becues were four teams of 
smoke eaters from firehouses 
in Brooklyn Heights and Red 
Hook. Joining me at the judg-
ing table were Red Hook Star-
Revue publisher George Fiala 
and two Fairway function-
aries  — look, the supermar-
ket’s publicity people called 
us celebrities, not me. Not be-
ing one to ever miss an ap-
peal to my ego or an offer 
of free food,  they had me at 
“barbecue.”  

The three courses of burg-
ers, chicken, and ribs came on 
plates tagged just with num-
bers to obscure their teams of 
origin. At high noon — well, a 
little after — the burgers came 
out and the gluttony got go-
ing whole hog.

The competition, as you 
might imagine, was heated, 
but the crown jewel came early 
in the form of a hamburger 
topped with cheese and bits of 
perfectly seasoned steak. That 
might sound like more than 

FDNY’s got cooking talent
Reporter judges fi refi ghters’ hot stuff in Red Hook

enough artery-coating punch 
packed into one sandwich, but 
the mouth-watering package 
concealed an even more dec-
adent surprise, as I learned 
when I bit into the beef patty 
and out gushed melted cheese. I 
couldn’t eat the whole thing — 
I needed to save room — but I 
could easily have demolished 
that burger in minutes.

The chicken round is a bit of 
a blur, but the same crew who 
made my favorite burger were 
also behind the best chicken 
dish, strips of grilled breast 
in a small flour tortilla. Team 
Two, those mad geniuses, had 
taken the lead, in my mind at 
least.

Before the ribs came I 
wasn’t sure if I could go on, 
but when those glistening slabs 

of meat appeared before me, 
I found the fortitude, and 
room in my tummy, to con-
tinue.  Once more Team Two 
blew me away, this time with 
a rack of ribs tenderer than a 
Conor Oberst album.

The organizers tallied the 
judges’ marks, but I had no 
doubts: Team Two was in it 
to win it. The identity of that 
team was another story, so the 
suspense was as thick as bar-
becue smoke as we waited for 
the teams to be unveiled and 
the winner announced.

The boys of the Brooklyn 
Heights’ Engine 224 turned out 
to be the tongs behind Team 
Two and they cleaned up, win-
ning all three categories. The 
Heights grill gurus  took home 
top prize last year,  and imme-
diately upon hearing of their 
latest win they vowed to make 
next year a three-peat.

To the publicity people read-
ing this, I certainly wouldn’t 
mind getting invited back next 
year. I should have worked off 
that burger by then.

Mike Biserta of the Happy Hookers firehouse in 
Red Hook flaunts his love of the Mets and a burger 
he grilled up for the firefighter cook-off.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn-Queens Expressway traf-
fic will be snarled for the next week as 
the city resurfaces the cantilevered sec-
tion of the highway below the Brook-
lyn Heights Promenade. 

The city started milling and re-
paving the road on Monday night and 
the work will narrow the Williams-
burg-bound side to one lane from 10 
pm to 5 am Monday through Satur-
day, according to the state transpor-
tation department. 

BQE traffi c alert The work is expected to last about 
two weeks and crews already com-
pleted a similar resurfacing in the 
opposite direction, a transportation 
department rep said.

The new asphalt might be like put-
ting lipstick on a pig that is about to 
be roasted as the 60-year-old cantile-
vered roadway fails to meet federal 
highway standards and has already 
outlasted its planned lifespan. 
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

www.myrtlecarservice.com
Base License: B02701

Airport Transportation

Corporate Accounts Welcome

Out-of-town

Competitive Rates

718-230-8100

Clinton Hill   
718-230-3003       

Fort Greene 
718-230-0999        

Bed-Stuy   
718-623-9393         

Dumbo       
718-623-1607

“We’re Back – Stronger Than Ever ! ”

Open 24/7.

 2200--YYeeaarr TTaxx  AAbbaatteemmeent
•••• PPPrrrriiiivvvaaattteee RRRRoooooooffff TTTTeeeerrrrrraaaacccceeeessss
•• •• CCCCCoooommmmmmmmuuuuunnnnniiiittttyyy AAAAmmmeeeennnniiiittttiiieeeeesssss
•••• FFFFFRRRRRREEEEEEEE MMMMMeeeeemmmbbbeeerrrrssssssshhhiiiipp tttttooooo  YYYYYMMMMCCCCAAAAA************
• IImmediate DDDelliveryy AAAvvvvaillllaaaaabbbbbbllllee i e iver ai
• TTwwoo-FFaamiillyy HHoommee RReennttaal Inccoommee oo- mii ee Ree n ee

• 20-Year Tax Abatement
• Private Roof Terraces
• Community Amenities
• FREE Membership to YMCA**
• Immediate Delivery Available
• Two-Family Home Rental Income 

Discover sweeping ocean views, 
beachfront living, neighborhood 
amenities, convenient transportation 
and boundless social activities...

Experience Arverne By The Sea Beachfront Designer Models 
Open Daily 10-6

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692 
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.comThe complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin 

Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin Beechwood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY.  *Prices 
and availability are subject to change without notice. **Free one year YMCA membership with home purchase.

Arverne By The SeaArverne By The Sea

Priced from $630,000*

Straphanger activist group 
Riders Alliance has been 
pushing for that free trans-
fer, as well as a free transfer 
between the Fulton Street G 
station and the Atlantic Ave-
nue–Barclays Center hub, for 
more than a year. Now they 
say the time is ripe to let this 
free transfer ride. 

“We are not asking for an 
underground tunnel or any-
thing that would cost any 
real money,” said Riders Al-
liance senior organizer Re-
becca Bailin.

A rep for the transit agency 
said the change is not in the 
MetroCards.

“We provided the free 
transfer to mitigate the impact 
of the Greenpoint Tube shut-
down on customers,” Kevin 
Ortiz said. “We have no plans 

to make the free transfer per-
manent at this time.”

Riders of the Brooklyn Lo-
cal are more than four times as 
likely as riders of other lines to 
make a transfer, many people 
who depend on the train are 
poor, and slightly fewer than 
half pay per ride, according to 
transit agency statistics.

“These are people who can-
not afford unlimited Metro-
Cards, so it affects them twice 
as much,” Bailin said. 

Two thousand three hun-
dred straphangers make the 
Broadway–Lorimer transfer 
per weekday and four thou-
sand might make the Fulton–
Atlantic one daily if it were 
free, according to agency 
data, but those numbers aren’t 
enough to justify the train-si-
tion, an agency rep said.

An Authority report on the 

G also frets that the concentra-
tion of businesses and transit 
options around the Fulton stop 
means that people might stop 
off to pick up a few things in 
Fort Greene, then “take ad-
vantage” of the free transfer, 
rather than hustling directly 
to the next station.

The transit agency’s 2014 
budget is $13.5 billion. The 
agency said in a 2012 re-
port that it stands to lose 
$770,000 annually by keep-
ing the Broadway–Lorimer 
transfer free and $1.34 mil-
lion annually from opening 
up the Fulton–Atlantic con-
nection. 

State Sen. Daniel Squad-
ron (D–Brooklyn Heights) 
said he plans to help transit 
bean counters analyze rid-
ership and transfer behav-
ior once again when the G 
train connection to Queens 
reopens in September.

Continued from page 1

G TRAIN...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A pedestrian clocked a 
driver with a baseball bat 
for blocking a sidewalk on 
Pacific Street on July 27, 
cops said.

The victim said he was 
parked in front of a pedes-
trian ramp near Fourth Av-
enue with his car at 3:15 pm 
when the prickly fellow on 
the sidewalk started yelling 
at him.

“Move your f------ car,” 
the belligerent guy suppos-
edly shouted.

The salty stroller then 
sauntered over to the car 
and beaned the driver with 
a baseball bat, according to 
a police report. The assail-
ant fled, on foot of course, 
down Pacific Street towards 
Flatbush Avenue and para-
medics transported the vic-
tim to Kings County Hospi-
tal Center in an ambulance, 
officers said.

Anti-Brooklyn
A fiend blasted a guy in the 

face with a brick on July 20 in 

Dumbo, police stated.
The victim said he was 

leaving a fashion show at 9:40 
pm, and was on the corner 
of Anchorage Place and Wa-
ter Street when the lowlife 
approached. The tough guy 
asked the victim where he 
was from, and when the fel-
low answered “Brooklyn,” 
the galoot bashed him with 
the building block.

Mean mug
A no-goodnik punched a 

man in the face and stole his 
electronics inside one of the 
Bridge Parks near the corner 
of Bridge and York streets on 
July 22, police said.

The victim said he was 
in the park at 5:05 pm when 
the mugger approached and 
asked if he could use his 
phone. He refused and the 
villain came up from behind 
and clocked him, according 
to a police report.

The goon took a cell-
phone and electronic tab-
let, then booked it into a 
building on Bridge Street 
between York and Sands 
streets, then entered another 
on York Street between 
Gold Street and Hudson 

Avenue, cops stated.

Donut dupe
Police arrested the former 

employee of a donut shop on 
Livingston Street for alleg-
edly taking from the till from 
June 13 to July 1.

Managers at the treat dis-
pensary between Nevins and 
Bond streets said the 23-year-
old worker was stealing cash 
for about a month and pock-
eted $1,271.20.

Bagel bummer
A scam artist wrote $9,265 

in fraudulent checks in the 
name of a Clinton Street ba-
gel store, according to a po-
lice report.

The owners of the bagel 
store between State Street 
and Atlantic Avenue said 
seven checks went out be-
tween June 25 and July 18, 
all to folks who they do not 
know.

Pile-on
A group of three or four 

galoots jumped a man for 
his backpack near the cor-
ner of Nassau and Gold 
streets on July 23, the au-
thorities said.

The victim said he was 

standing near the intersec-
tion at 5:45 pm when the 
group of rapscallions tack-
led him, punched him in the 
face, and grabbed his bag. 
The North Face backpack 
contained clothes, a pair of 
Jordan sneakers, a G-Shock 
watch, an electronic tablet, 
and the guy’s wallet, accord-
ing to a police report. 
 — Matthew Perlman

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Mop scene
Police arrested a woman 

after they say she attacked 
him with a mop handle on 
Lafayette Avenue on Aug. 
1.

The man and the suspect 
got into an argument at the 
corner of Clinton Avenue 
around 5:45 pm, and it es-
calated when the accused 
began whacking the fellow 
in the arms and back with 
the makeshift club, drawing 
blood, cops said.

The 41-year-old victim 
was treated at the scene, ac-
cording to a police report.

Bike snare
A burglar swiped a man’s 

bike from a house on Wash-
ington Avenue on July 27, 

cops said.
The victim was away from 

his abode between Myrtle 
and Park avenues between 
11:30 am and 8:40 pm, of-
ficers stated. When he re-
turned from work he found 
the door to his home wide 
open, a report states.

The bandit crept in with-
out busting anything and 
snatched the bike valued 
at $280 from the building’s 
lobby, police said.

Tools out
A cat burglar snuck in 

the window of a second-
floor apartment on S. Ox-
ford Street sometime be-
tween July 24 and July 28, 
police said.

The victim, who lives be-
tween DeKalb and Lafay-
ette avenues, reported the 
thief made off with $500 
in tools.

Playing doctor
An eagle-eyed opportun-

ist smashed the window of 
a car parked on Hall Street 
sometime overnight on July 
28 and absconded with a navi-
gation system, a couple credit 
cards, and stethoscope, of-
ficers said.

The victim parked the ve-
hicle between DeKalb and 
Willoughby avenues at 10 pm 

and, when he returned to it at 
8:30 am, he saw $380 worth 
of stuff gone, law enforce-
ment officials said.

Cash grab
A wannabe “Ocean’s 

Eleven” mastermind made 
an illicit withdrawal at a At-
lantic Avenue cash machine 
on July 30, cops said.

The thief took the sim-
ple route, forcing the ma-
chine open at a gas station 
between Grand Avenue and 
Saint James Place, and bag-
ging up $10,000 in cash, po-
lice reported.

— Noah Hurowitz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Door prize
A burglar with an eye for 

jewelry broke into a 70th 
Street apartment and stole 
$580 in trinkets on July 29, 
cops said.

The resident left for work 
at 8:30 am, and when he re-
turned to the pad on the cor-
ner of 13th Avenue in Dyker 
Heights at 6:30 pm, he found 
that someone had busted the 
lock on the front door, ran-
sacked the pad, and stolen 
three baubles, police said.

Wheel ’n’ steal
A bandit on a bicycle 

grabbed a woman’s phone on 
10th Avenue at 86th Street 
in Dyker Heights on July 29, 
officers said.

The lady said she was 
walking her dog near the in-
tersection at 10:20 pm when 

the fiend pulled the phone 
away and rode off, police 
stated. — Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Move it and lose it
A trio of lowlifes who 

were hired as movers drove 
off with a woman’s posses-
sions on Nassau Avenue on 
July 29, police stated.

The victim reported that 
she found the treasonous trio 
on Craigslist and hired them 
to help her move. 

The fiends showed up to 
the apartment between Sut-
ton Street and Morgan Av-
enue at 8:30 am in a white 
box truck covered with graf-
fiti and loaded up the wom-
an’s boxes, as well as her mo-
torcycle, scooter, laptop, and 
cash, officers said.

The villains then drove 
off, telling the unlucky 
sap they would meet her 
at her new apartment, but 
she never saw them again, 
cops said. 

Stroller roller
A miscreant robbed a 

woman as she was pushing 
her baby in a stroller and 
walking her dog on N. Eighth 
Street on July 30, according 
to a police report.

The woman said she was 
between Kent and Wythe av-
enues at 10 am when the ran 
up behind her, reached into 
her front right pocket, and 
grabbed her cellphone.  

Relatively nuts
An angry man attacked 

his cousin on N. Sixth Street 
on July 31, according to po-
lice.

The victim said he was 
standing between Wythe Av-
enue and Berry Street at 9:30 
am when his cousin came up 
behind him, slammed into 
the ground, and put him in 
a chokehold.

The victim cut and bruised 
both of his knees, the NYPD 
said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Bag handler
A desperate lady tried to 

rob a woman of her grocer-
ies as the two rode a Flushing 
Avenue building’s elevator on 
July 29, police said.

The victim reported that 
she boarded the elevator of 
the building between Bush-
wick Avenue and Humboldt 
Street at 1:45 pm alongside the 
stranger and with her hands 
full of shopping bags.

As the pair rode up, the 
shifty lady suddenly tried to 
pry the bags out of the vic-
tim’s hands, but the mark 
managed to run off at the 
fourth floor, according to 
cops.

Disturbed
Cops cuffed a mentally 

disturbed man who they say 
attacked a police officer and 
an emergency worker who 
tried to apprehend him on S. 
Second Street on July 30.

Police said they ap-
proached the supposedly 
disturbed man at the cor-
ner of Havemeyer Street at 
8:43 am. The accused tried 
to run, then punched a po-
lice officer in the head, a re-
port says. He then punched 
an emergency worker in the 
head several times, accord-
ing to the report.

The suspect was charged 
with assault and taken to Bel-
levue Medical Center for a 
psychological evaluation.

Bullets flying
A scoundrel shot a man as 

he stood in front of a Maujer 
Street building on July 30, 
NYPD officials said.

The 35-year-old victim 
said he was standing between 
Leonard Street and Manhat-
tan Avenue at 4:49 pm when 
he heard five shots ring out, 
then realized he was hit in 
the leg. He saw a goon in a 
gray tank-top with close-cut 
hair running with a gun, he 
told police. 
 — Danielle Furfaro
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Irate pedestrian beans driver with bat
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Play dough
This event might sound cheesy, but the 

crowd eats it up!
The “Free Pizza” Pizza Show is a semi-reg-

ular night theater night at Legion bar in Wil-
liamsburg, where audience members scarf down 
pizza while watching five short comedian-penned 
plays — all of which are about pizza. One of 
the event’s organizers said they are just giving 
the pizza-loving public what it wants.  

“Pizza has always been popular, but it is in 
vogue to say how much you love pizza right 
now,” said Anthony Apruzzese (pictured), who 
likes his pies with pepperoni and sausage.

The comedians have about three weeks to 
write the plays, which will be performed with-
out scripts, and past performances have got-
ten pretty spicy. 

“There was one that had a doll — like a doll 
made of pizza — that someone made love to,” 
said co-organizer Jo Firestone, who prefers 
plain cheese slices. 

Another play was all about dough — the 
green kind.

“There were two women playing rats eat-
ing pizza,” said Firestone, who organizes a 
bunch of other bar-based events around Brook-
lyn, including  Punderdome 3000  and the  In-
ner Beauty Pageant . “They had poisoned it 
for each other, out of greed.”

The next show, on Aug. 8, will pie-light 
the work of comedians including Josh Sharp, 
Anna Drezen, and Conner O’Malley, along-
side slices from Carmine’s Pizzeria on Graham 
Avenue. Sharp promised that his play will get 
saucy — literally and figuratively.

“Mine is going to be based on the moment in 
a porn film when the pizza man comes over,” 
said Sharp, who likes grandma slices.

The “Free Pizza” Pizza Show at Legion [790 
Metropolitan Ave. at Humboldt Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–3797, www.meatballpre-
sents.tumblr.com]. Aug. 8 at 8 pm. Free.

 — Vanessa Ogle

T H E AT E R

At this burlesque show, the audience is en-
couraged to grab.

On Aug. 14, Sideshows by the Seashore in 
Coney Island will host Grab My Junk, a mash-
up burlesque show and game show. Instead 
of answering dull 
trivia questions, 
contestants at this 
quiz night pair per-
formers with their 
preferred sexual 
scenarios, based 
on the performers’ 
dance styles.

“Is this person 
the sort of person 
who’d say, ‘I want 
to have sex jumping 
out of an airplane,’ 
or ‘I’d like a nice 
private dinner for 
two,’ ” said Jonny Porkpie, who is hosting the 
event and has been involved with the venue’s 
twice-weekly Burlesque at the Beach summer 
series for seven years. 

Participants are given the salacious scenario 
choices before the performances. As the danc-
ers do their thing, the audience must watch 
closely — every strut and shimmy could be 
a clue. When an audience member correctly 
matches a performer with their preference, 
they are eligible to grab an item from Pork-
pie’s “junk pile” — which, don’t worry, is a 
literal pile of junk. 

“That’s what they win — they grab my junk,” 
said Porkpie (pictured with Jo “Boobs” Wel-
don). 

The “junk” is donated by performers — re-
sulting in prizes such as old videotapes and 
footwear.

“One flip-flop was one of the most popu-
lar projects,” said Porkpie.

If an audience member doesn’t get off on the 
performers’ junk, they can trade in their prize for 
a chance to win another — such as a burlesque 
mystery novel or tickets to the next show.

Grab My Junk at Sideshows by the Sea-
shore (1208 Surf Ave. near W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island, www.grabmyjunk.net), Aug. 14 
at 9 pm. $12. — Vanessa Ogle

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hese stories are about science — but 
they’re not fiction.

The Story Collider is a storytelling 
night held semi-regularly in Gowanus — 
and at other venues around the east coast 
— where people share science-related an-
ecdotes from their own lives. 

“We want to show that science is not 
just for nerds,” said Ben Lillie, the co-
founder of the event. 

The tales aren’t about chemical equa-
tions or major medical breakthroughs so 
much as odd occurrences in a lab or em-
barrassing things that happened in sci-
ence class. Previous editions of the show 
have covered the relationship between sci-
ence and subjects such as religion, sports, 
and politics. Many of the speakers are 
science professionals, but many are not 
— comedians, writers, artists, and mu-
sicians have all shared their tales on the 
Story Collider stage. 

“The idea is to get a wide view of what 
science is and to show that it is a ma-
jor part of everyone’s lives,” said Lillie. 

The next installment, at Littlefield on 
Aug. 13, is titled “Awkward Science” — 
a topic that is sure to inspire some hilar-
ious stories, said Lillie.

“There is no way this cannot be funny,” 
he said. 

Speakers chronicling their cringe-wor-
thy tales on the night will include ProPub-
lica journalist David Epstein, magician 
Nelson Lugo, and developmental neuro-
biologist Doug Fields.

Lillie said he came up with 
the idea for the show when 
he was working on his doc-
torate in physics and realized 
that he did not want to actu-
ally work in physics. 

“I figured out that I would 
rather write about and tell stories 
about science than work on science,” 
he said.  

The Story Collider: Awk-
ward Science at Littlefield 
[622 Degraw St. be-
tween Fourth and Third 
Avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388, 
w w w. l i t t l e -
fieldnyc.com]. 
Aug. 13 at 8 
pm. Free.

Booby prizes
N I G H T L I F E
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The life
scientifi c

It is a fact (that we made up) — 
science is better with beer. And 
Story Collider isn’t the only bar-
based science event in town — 
Brooklyn is teeming with events 
where you can simultaneously ex-
pand your mind by learning about 
neuroscience, astronomy, and biol-
ogy, while destroying your brain 
cells with alcohol. Here are a few 
coming up soon.

Secret Science Club
This  monthly nerd-a-thon  at the 

Bell House in Gowanus gives you 
the chance to listen to professional 
geeks talk about their subject of ex-
pertise at length. Previous topics 
have included incandescent fish and 

theoretical physics. Each edition 
also includes a Q&A and a themati-
cally relevant cocktail special.

The Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third ave-
nues in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510, 

www.secretscienceclub.blogspot.
com]. Aug. 12 at 8 pm. Free.

ArtLab
Art meets science meets beer. 

 ArtLab  is a sporadic series that 
combines the artistic with the sci-
entific — past events have included 
people creating music from brain-
waves, and an exploration of neu-
roscience and filmmaking. 

For its next edition, ArtLab is 
teaming up with SciArt Center for 
a speed-dating style mixer where 
artists can meet space-focused sci-
entists for cross-disciplanary dis-
cussions about the cosmos and even 
potential collaborations — so long 
as they have, ahem, chemistry.

Science and Art: Under the 
Stars at Pacific Standard [82 Fourth 
Ave. between St. Marks and Ber-
gen Streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 
858–1951, www.thisisartlab.com]. 
Aug. 12 at 7 pm. Free. Email mary-
am.zaringhalam@thisisartlab.com 
to sign up.

Astronomy on Tap
You don’t need to go outside 

to learn about the stars. This 
monthly series pairs the celestial 
with the digestible, inviting space 
scientists from prestigious insti-
tutions to speak at various bars, 
along with games, giveaways, and 
glow sticks. 

The next edition will feature pre-
sentations about supercomputers 
and galaxy clusters, among other 
topics.

The Way Station [683 Washing-

ton Ave. between Prospect Place 
and St. Marks Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949, www.as-
tronomyontap.org]. Aug. 14 at 7 
pm. Free.

Empiricist League 
For those who want just the facts, 

ma’am (and maybe a whiskey and 
cola), the Empiricist League holds 
events dedicated to bringing sci-
ence and creative types together 
to toast the power of the scientific 
method. This next edition will see 
a neuroscientist, an evolutionary 
psychologist, and a data nerd from 
OKCupid discussing the science 
of love.

Union Hall [702 Union St. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400, www.
empiricistleague.com]. Aug. 19 at 
8 pm. $8 advance, $10 at door.

Beer-d science!

Robot and Ben: Ben 
Lillie, the co-founder 
of science storytell-
ing series Story Col-
lider, and a pal.
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Science and storytelling nights 
synthesize at Story Collider
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256. 4:15 pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in 
Prospect Heights, (917) 618–6100], 
www.barclayscenter.com. 

SAT, AUG. 9

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, FUNKY METERS, VAN GOR-

DON MARTIN BAND: $20. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, DJ MONK-ONE (WAX POET-
ICS): $5. 11:59 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

MUSIC, GINGERLYS, PALE LIGHTS, 
MAKEOUT VERTIGO: $10. 8 pm. 
Friends and Lovers (641 Clas-
son Ave. at Dean Street in Crown 
Heights), www.facebook.com/
friendsandloversbk. 

THEATER, “I COME FROM SYRIA”: 
An immersive theatrical production 
that blends scenes drawn from per-
sonal stories and news reports with 
fantasy and Arabic folktales. $18. 
7 pm. Beit Jeddo Hookah Lounge 
(6917 Fifth Ave. between Oving-
ton and Bay Ridge avenues in Bay 
Ridge), www.polybeandseats.org.

SALES AND MARKETS
GRAND ARMY PLAZA GREENMAR-

KET: Farm-fresh seasonal produce, 
meats, prepared foods, compost 
drop-off, and live performances. 
Free. 8 am–4 pm. Grand Army 
Plaza (Union Street between Flat-
bush Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). 

ARTISTS & FLEAS: New designers 
come in each weekend. Free admis-
sion. 10 am–7 pm. Artists & Fleas 
(70 N. Seventh St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg), www.artistsandfl eas.com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA FORT GREENE: 
150 vendors selling crafts, antiques, 
food, and more. Free. 10 am–5 
pm. [176 Lafayette Ave. between 
Clermont and Vanderbilt avenues 
in Fort Greene, (718) 928–6603], 
www.brooklynfl ea.com. 

OTHER
ART, “COLOR” AND “OUT OF 

ORDER”: More than 900 works art 
at the Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition’s two summer shows. 
Free. 2–6. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van Brunt St., 
near Reed Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

THE GRATEFUL DEAD LASER 
SHOW: Laser and light show set to 
music by the Grateful Dead, with 
rock ’n’ roll disco party before-
hand. $15. 10 pm. Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell Avenue 
in Coney Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

SUN, AUG. 10

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, INNER SITUATION: Part of 

Music On the Bay. Free. 3–6 pm. 
Tucker Park [Emmons Avenue and 
East 27th Street in Sheepshead Bay, 
(212) 750–5560]. 

MUSIC, GIANT PANA GUERILLA 
DUB SQUAD, THE BROOKLYN AT-
TRACTORS: $10. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], www.brook-
lynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, NERD KARAOKE: DJ Joe 
Rude and the Kings of Karaoke 
present a night to sing songs from 
nerdy acts such as They Might Be 
Giants, Tom Lehrer, and Jonathan 
Coulton. Free. 10 pm. The Way Sta-
tion [683 Washington Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, (718) 

FRI, AUG. 8

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, LAVA: All-women troupe 

featuring music, dance, aerial, ac-
robatics and more. $10-$20 (sliding 
scale). 8pm. Waterfront Museum 
Barge [290 Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 624–4719], 
www.waterfrontmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, FUNKY METERS, GEDEON 
LUKE AND THE PEOPLE: $20. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, “FREE FRIDAYS” MIDNIGHT 
SHOW: Ever-changing local lineup 
and drink specials from 11 pm to 
close. Free. 11:59 pm. Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Williamsburg, 
(347) 529–6696], bk.knittingfactory.
com. 

MUSIC, DJ COCHON DE LAIT: $5. 
11:59 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, CHOBAN ELEKTRIK, OR-
NAMATIK, RAYA BRASS BAND: 
$10. 8:30 pm. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, THE ROSEBUDS, JESSE 
MARCHANT, DANA BUOY: $15. 9 
pm. Rough Trade NYC (64 N. Ninth 
St. between Wythe and Kent av-
enues). www.roughtradenyc.com. 

DANCE, BURLESQUE AT THE 
BEACH: Every week brings all new 
shows with outrageous acts. $15. 
10 pm. Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between W. 12th 
Street and Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], www.coney-
island.com. 

OTHER
THIRD AVENUE SUMMER STROLL: 

Bay Ridge closes portions of Third 
Avenue to traffi c and sets up a 
pedestrian plaza, with food and 
drinks from local restaurants, and 
entertainment from Ridge cultural 
groups. Free. 6 pm. Third Avenue 
(between 69th and 80th streets), 
www.summerstrollon3rd.com. 

MIXED BAG: Win drinks and prizes 
playing games from your favor-
ite daytime TV game shows with 
Trivial Dispute. Free. 8 pm. NoBar 
[608 Nostrand Ave. between Pa-
cifi c Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Crown Heights, (718) 493–1560], 
www.nobarbrooklyn.com. 

FILM, “DESPICABLE ME 2”: Outdoor 
screening. Free. 8–10 pm. Owl’s 
Head park (Colonial Road and 68th 
Street in Bay Ridge), www.nycgov-
parks.org.

FIREWORKS ON THE BEACH: The 
night sky lights up over Coney Is-
land. Free. 9:30 pm. Coney Island 
Boardwalk (Boardwalk between W. 
10th and W. 15th streets in Coney 
Island). 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN BOXING: 
Danny Garcia vs. Rod Salka. $31– 

627–4949], www.waystationbk.com. 
COMEDY, COMEDY NIGHT AT THE 

FRONT BAR: Weekly Sunday fun-
nies with Hannibal Buress and 
friends. Free. 9 pm. Knitting Fac-
tory [361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Williamsburg, 
(347) 529–6696], bk.knittingfactory.
com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
BROOKLYN FLEA WILLIAMSBURG: 

150 vendors selling crafts, antiques, 
and more. Free. 10 am–5 pm. [50 
Kent Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
928–6603], www.brooklynfl ea.com. 

STOP N SWAP: Bring portable reus-
able items to share, swap or peruse. 
You don’t need to bring something 
in order to take something. Books, 
toys, clothing, housewares and 
electronics. Free. Noon–3 pm. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center (4508 81st St. 
and Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge), 
www.grownyc.org/swap. 

MON, AUG. 11

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, REGGAE NIGHT: Part of the 

Martin Luther King Jr. Concert Se-
ries featuring performers Gyptian 
and Maxi Priest. Free. 7 pm. Wing-
ate Park [Brooklyn Avenue at Win-
throp Street in Lefferst Gardens, 
(718) 222–0600], www.brooklyncon-
certs.com. 

COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN: With Wyatt 
Cenac and guest comedians. $8 ($5 
in advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld [622 
Degraw St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, STAND UP COMEDY: Free. 
9 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 768–
0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

COMEDY, SACK MAGIC: Weekly 
comedy show hosted by Grant 
Gordon and Louis Katz. Free. 9 pm. 
Legion (790 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Humboldt Street in Williamsburg), 
www.legion-bar.com. 

TUES, AUG. 12 

PERFORMANCE
COMEDY, “THE FANCY SHOW”: 

Producers Michael Joyce, Langston 
Kerman, Lane Pieschel, Simmons 
McDavid, and Jenny Zigrino share 
the stage with local talent. Free. 
8 pm. Bar Reis [375 Fifth Ave. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 974–2412]. 

MUSIC, WILD YAKS, THE BOTTOM 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Aug. 8

A score 
to settle
Wing Chun meets 
wailing guitars when 
Nitehawk Cinema 
screens the 1973 
Bruce Lee classic 
“Enter the Dragon” 
with a live score per-
formed by sound-
track-loving rock band 
Morricone Youth. The 
show starts at mid-
night, but get in 
early for a seat.

Midnight at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. near 
Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–
3980, www.nitehawk-
cinema.com]. $16.

SATURDAY
Aug. 9

Brooklyn 
celebrated
Well, it was fun while 
it lasted. After more 
than two months of 
awesome free shows 
at Prospect Park, the 
Celebrate Brooklyn! 
festival finally wraps 
up with one last 
awesome free show. 
Playing the series off 
will be singer-song-
writer star St. Vin-
cent and Brooklyn’s 
own baroque-pop 
outfit San Fermin.

7:30 pm at Prospect Park 
Bandshell (Ninth Street 
and Prospect Park West 
in Park Slope, www.bric-
artsmedia.org). Free.  

SUNDAY
Aug. 10

Wei to go
This is the last day 
you can catch “Ai 
Weiwei: According 
to What?” at the 
Brooklyn Museum. 
The exhibition of the 
famed Chinese artist 
and activist includes 
“Dropping a Han 
Dynasty Urn” a con-
troversial piece that 
allegedly shows Ai 
smashing an ancient 
vase.

Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. between 
Washington and Flatbush 
avenues in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000, 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. $15.

TUESDAY
Aug. 12

Bayin’ alive
Catch some Satur-
day night fever — on 
a Tuesday! Cover 
band Disco Unlim-
ited brings the 
dance-floor hits of 
the 1970s back to 
their spiritual home 
in Bay Ridge with a 
free concert at Shore 
Road Park. Bring 
your flashiest plat-
form shoes — the 
band is known for its 
gloriously gaudy 
outfits and synco-
pated on-stage 
dance moves.

7 pm at Shore Road Park 
[Shore Road at 79th 
Street in Bay Ridge]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
Aug. 13

Marvel-ous! 
Wham! Pow! Bort! 
The Avengers — and 
other famous super-
heroes — assemble 
at Barclays Center 
Aug. 13–17 for “Mar-
vel Universe Live,” a 
live-action arena 
show featuring 
stunts, martial arts, 
pyrotechnics, motor-
cycles, and more 
spandex than a 
Suzanne Somers 
Thighmaster com-
mercial. 

7 pm at [620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6100, www.barclay-
scenter.com]. $25–$100.
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On the level: The Brooklyn Academy of Music celebrates the 
work of late French filmmaker and artist Chris Marker. His 1997 
work “Level Five” screens Aug. 15.
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By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou can dance if you want to, you 
can leave your car behind.

Transportation Alternatives, a 
group that promotes alternatives to driv-
ing, is throwing a Bicyclists’ Ball and 
Pedestrian Prom at Atlantic Avenue 
events hall Roulette on Aug. 14. And 
despite the soiree’s name, drivers can 
cut a rug alongside their fellow com-
muters, an organizer said.

“All are welcome,” said Stacey Au-
guste. “We’re always looking for new 
opportunities to convert people — we’re 
not anti-car, we’re pro-walking.”

But cyclists will get to feel like 
drivers for the night — Transporta-
tion Alternatives staff will valet-park 
peddlers’ rides, and Citi Bike employ-
ees will do the same for the ubiquitous 
blue bicycles arriving at the Third Av-
enue and Schermerhorn Street dock-
ing station, Auguste said, adding that 
cyclists using the valet service must 
also bring a lock.

Party-loving peddlers might want to 
keep their helmets on, because the ball 
is serving unlimited wine and beer from 
Brooklyn Brewery, Auguste said.

And with all that green cyclists save 
biking to work, they can bid on some 
swanky swag in a silent auction, with 
prizes including a bicycle from Prior-
ity Bikes, duds from Give Love Cy-
cles, and gear from a bevy of other 
Brooklyn brands.

Music for the shindig will come via a 
live performance from brass band Ikembe 
Shakedown and a DJ. Transportation Al-
ternatives itself has some catchy telephone 
hold music — Motown mega-hit “Danc-
ing in the Streets” — but Auguste said 
the ball’s tunes will not necessarily be 
transit-themed. So in the spirit of people-
moving and shaking, The Brooklyn Paper 
has compiled an alternative transporta-
tion play list (see sidebar, left).

The blacktop ballet is not specifi-
cally a black-tie event — T-shirts and 
shorts will get you in the door — but 
some folks are getting gussied up any-
way, Auguste said.

“We have a few people here who 
already said they are wearing a tux-
edo,” she said.

Bicyclists’ Ball and Pedestrian Prom 
at Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (212) 629–
8080, www.transalt.org/ball] Aug. 14 
at 7 pm. $25, members $15.

Brake dance
Transportation group throws 
ball for cyclists and pedestrians

Get into gear!
Transportation Alternatives’ 

Bicyclists’ Ball and Pedestrian 
Prom will not be exclusively 
spinning songs about alterna-
tive transportation, according 
to an organizer. 

To correct this grievous over-
sight, GO Brooklyn has com-
piled a play list of the best songs 
about walking, cycling, and pub-
lic transit, which the party — 
or any party — is welcome to 
use.

“I’m Gonna Be (500 Miles)” 
by the Proclaimers

Possibly the most committed 
pedestrians in pop music.

“The Wacky World of 
Rapid Transit” by Del Tha 
Funkee Homosapien

Who hasn’t had a strained 
interaction with a fellow strap-
hanger? 

“Tour De France” 
by Kraftwerk

German synth pioneer 
Kraftwerk’s album-long hom-
age to cycling’s biggest race.

“Poor Man Transportation” 
by Delroy “Junior” Reid

This dance hall icon eschews 
buses, cabs, and mini-vans for 
his trusty 10-speed. 

“Bicycle Race” by Queen
Perhaps the most obvious 

choice, but we couldn’t pass on 
seeing a ballroom full of bike 
nerds banging helmeted heads to 
the epic time signature change a 
minute into the song. 

“Charlie on the M.T.A.”
 by Kingston Trio

Folkies protest a fare increase 
with the story of a man getting 
stuck in the subway system. Sure 
it’s about Boston, but the senti-
ment is universal. 

“Take the A Train” 
by Duke Ellington

A jazz standard about the train 
that drove the Harlem Renais-
sance. The accompanying video 
does not depict the actual A Train, 
and these guys wouldn’t last a 
minute amid today’s subway per-
formance crackdowns. 

“Subway Train”
by the New York Dolls

The chorus’s bluesy shuffle 
may chug like a locomotive, but 
the squealing guitars and cyni-
cal lyrics are clearly subway-in-
spired. Be a doll and just keep 
on ridin’, ridin’, ridin’.   

“Brand New Key” 
by Melanie

Why walk when you can roll in 
a brand new set of skates? 

  — Max Jaeger

Transit 
tunes

Tails and a 10-speed: Ben McRoberts, events manager at Transporta-
tion Alternatives, gets into gear for the Bicyclists’ Ball.
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WHAT IS ROTARY?
Rotary is a group of local business people who get together weekly 
to network and do charitable work in their community.

This year we’ve focused on helping 
disadvantaged pregnant women to 
become self reliant, and we also brought 
a 5 year old Haitian boy to NYC to have 
open heart surgery.

Join us! For questions or information, contact 
incoming club president Angelicque Moreno at 
(718) 802-1616; AMoreno@jkavanzino.com.

The Brooklyn 
Bridge Rotary 
Club meets 
every Thursday 
in Downtown 
Brooklyn.

DOLLARS, THE NUCLE-
ARS: Free entry before 7 
pm. $10. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com.

OTHER 
“30 ROCK” TRIVIA: Arrive 

early to get a seat. Free. 
8 pm. Tea Lounge [837 
Union St. at Seventh Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2762], www.tealoung-
eny.com. 

MOVIE TRIVIA: Six rounds, 
including famous movie 
quotes, not so famous 
movie quotes, and Nicolas 
Cage quotes. Free. 8:30 
pm. Videology (308 Bed-
ford Ave. at S. First Street 
in Williamsburg), www.vid-
eology.info. 

WED, AUG. 13

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DONAVON FRAN-

KENREITER, TOM CUR-
REN: $10–$12. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, HEAVY METAL 
PARKING LOT KARAOKE: 
Free shot when you sing 
a metal song. 10 pm. Bar 

Matchless [557 Manhat-
tan Ave. at Driggs Avenue 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
5333], www.barmatchless.
com. 

OTHER
FILM, “JASON NASH IS 

MARRIED”: Live screening 
and Q&A with Jason Nash 
and others. $8. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT 
BINGO: Win free drinks 
and frozen bananas while 
watching episodes of cult 
comedy “Arrested Devel-
opment.” Free. 8:30 pm. 
Videology (308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg), www.videol-
ogy.info. 

THURS, AUG. 14

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, SOJA: “Amid The 

Noise And Haste” Album 
Release Show. $25. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com.

MUSIC, WEEKNIGHT, BOOT 
BLACKS, YOUTH WOR-
SHIP: $12 ($10 advance). 
9 pm. Rough Trade NYC 
(64 N. Ninth St. between 
Wythe and Kent avenues). 
www.roughtradenyc.com.  

COMEDY, FREESTANDING 
STANDUP: Weekly com-
edy series with local talent 
and lots of hilarity. Free. 8 

pm. Goodbye Blue Monday 
[1087 Broadway, between 
Lawton and Dodworth 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 453–6343], 
www.myspace.com/good-
byebluemondayinc. 

OTHER
TALK, “TELL THE BAR-

TENDER LIVE!”: Storytell-
ing from comedians and 
authors, including Jamie 
Kilstein, Chris Gethard, 
Matty Blake. $10. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

FILM, “GHOST DOG THE 
WAY OF THE SAMURAI”: 
Outdoor screening. Free. 9 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Harborview Lawn (Enter 
at Old Fulton Street near 
Furman Street in Dumbo), 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

FRI, AUG. 15

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BEVERLY, EARTHY 

BABES, TRUTHERS: $12 
($10 advance). 9 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC (64 N. Ninth St. 
between Wythe and Kent 
avenues). www.rought-
radenyc.com.  

MUSIC, THE MAR BONFIRE, 
THE BROOKLYN SOUND 
MACHINE: $10. 9 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, ESCORT AND THE 
RUB: $15. 9 pm. Bell House 

[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

OTHER
FILM, “LEVEL FIVE”: Part 

of BAMcinématek Chris 
Marker series. $14. 2 pm. 
Peter Jay Sharp Building 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org/metrotech. 

SAT, AUG. 16

 PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, KELLI RAE POWELL 

AND MARK SMITH: $10. 
9 pm. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

OTHER
FILM, “THE HORSE’S 

MOUTH”: Part of the Art 
Seen series. $11. 12 pm. 
Nitehawk Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

ART, “OUTSIDE, INSIDE”: 
An exhibition of works by 
contemporary graffi ti and 
street artists. Free. 6–8:30 
pm. Tabla Rasa Gallery [224 
48th St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Sun-
set Park, (917) 880–8337], 
www.tablarasagallery.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

I
n fashion, one day you’re in, the 
next day you’re in a Williams-
burg bar franticly assembling 

an outfit from old coat hangers 
and bubble wrap. 

A crazy couture contest is com-
ing to Glasslands on Aug. 13, pit-
ting designers against each other 
in a live, low-budget take on “Proj-
ect Runway.” In Style Wars, con-
testants have just five minutes to 
construct an outfit out of whatever 
materials are thrown at them, in 
what an organizer described as a 
mash-up of fashion design, rap bat-
tling, and dumpster-diving.

“I really wanted to bring the 
raw energy of emcee battling to the 
world of fashion,” said M.J. Diehl, 
one half of the fashion design part-
nership House of Diehl, and the co-
founder of Style Wars. “This is as 
street style as you can get.”

The show, which has been run-
ning in various locations for seven 
years, is typically structured like 
a tournament, with designers go-

ing head-to-head and the winner 
advancing to the next round, cul-
minating in a final face-off. But 
structure is the opposite of the 
spirit of the event, and the or-
ganizers said everything is up 
in the air on the day — even the 
number of contestants.

“If people get there and feel 
like stepping up, let them bring 
it,” said Roman Milisic, the other 
half of House of Diehl. 

Contestants are given a general 
theme, and then receive a strange 
mix of items — past events have 
included umbrellas, garbage bags, 
and inflatable pool toys. They then 
have under five minutes to create 
an outfit, slap it on a model, and 
send her down the catwalk.

The crowd is invited to par-
ticipate, cheering and heckling 
as the designers try to create an 
outfit under pressure, and eventu-
ally choosing the winners.

The Glasslands show will be 
a homecoming of sorts for Style 
Wars. The contest is heavily in-
fluenced by the New York hip-
hop and street scenes, Diehl said, 

Catwalk fi ght
Designers compete to make 
outfi ts from junk and scraps

and the first face-off was held 
in New York City. But despite 
bringing the show to five con-
tinents since then, it hasn’t been 
back in town until now.

In the meantime, the battle 
has taken over makeshift run-
ways in locations as far-flung as 
Cape Town, South Africa, and 
London, England, where contes-
tants have included future “Proj-
ect Runway” designers.

Diehl said she hopes to make 
Style Wars a semi-regular event 
in Brooklyn. In addition to the 

August show, there is already 
another once scheduled for Sept. 
10 at Glasslands. Milisic said 
they had the opportunity to host 
the event in Manhattan instead, 
but ultimately decided Williams-
burg was the place to be. 

“God knows what kinds of 
people would show up if we held 
it in Manhattan,” he said.

Style Wars at Glasslands 
(289 Kent Ave. between S. First 
and S. Second streets in Wil-
liamsburg, www.theglasslands.
com.) Aug. 13 at 8:30 pm. $10.

Hang on: A model shows off a dress made out of clothes 
hangers at Style Wars.
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Word’s pick
“Euphoria” by Lily King: 

If you’re tired of the heat, “Eu-
phoria” might make you feel a 
little better, for it is much hot-
ter — and there are way more 
bugs — in 1930s New Guinea, 
where the brilliant, intuitive an-
thropologist Nell Stone and her 
temperamental Australian hus-
band, Fen, are looking for a new 
tribe to study. 
They find the 
Tam, and they 
also find An-
drew Bank-
son, a fellow 
scientist who 
is so unlike 
Nell and Fen 
that he fills 
a strange 
space in their lives. Darkness 
looms from the very first page, 
but “Euphoria” is a vibrant, taut, 
and beautifully written depiction 
of conflicting and complemen-
tary passion.

— Jenn Northington, Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

BookMark’s pick
“The Sweet Spot” by 

Stephanie Evanovich: When 
handsome, rich pro-baseball 
player Chase 
Walker meets 
restaurateur 
Amanda Cole, 
it is love at first 
sight. Amanda 
doesn’t trust 
the fast-talk-
ing playboy, 
yet he finds a 
way into her 
heart. But when a tabloid and a 
hidden camera threaten to turn this 
fledgling love into just another joke 
relationship, can Amanda stand her 
ground? Or is it easier to just call 
it quits? Fans of “Big Girl Pant-
ies” will love reading Chase and 
Amanda’s story. A perfect blend 
of hilarity and emotion, this is the 
book to complete your summer 
reading.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, 
The BookMark Shoppe [8415 
Third Ave. between 84th and 
85th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–5115,  www.bookmark-
shoppe.com ].

Greenlight’s pick
“Rebecca” by Daphne Du-

Maurier: Keeping up with the lat-
est and greatest new books is both 
a blessing and a curse for book-
sellers. We get to read many books 
prior to publication (an amazing 
perk), but it also means we have 
less time to read books that have 
been out for years, or even de-
cades. So when I found that I had 
some unscheduled reading time 
this week, I picked up Daphne Du-
Maurier’s classic “Rebecca.” What 
a creepy, fun 
ride it has 
been. I hope 
some of you 
will have 
time reach 
back into 
your stacks 
and pull out 
s o m e t h i ng 
you’ve always 
meant to read. 

— Emily Russo Murtagh, 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 Ful-
ton St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.
greenlightbookstore.com ].

Recommended reads
Booksellers give their picks for summer
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MCU Personal Loans – 
a simple solution.

To meet your important or unexpected needs.

Bill consolidation  
or family expenses

Home improvement  
projects

Appliances, furniture  
or household goods

Children who attend free, full-day, 
high-quality pre-K learn to problem 
solve, ask questions, and work together. 

Find out more about our two year plan
for Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.
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#OpportunityStartsNow

Cyclones 9
Auburn 4
July 30 at MCU Park 

A seven-run second — that 
featured a steal of home by An-
thony Chavez — was all the Cy-
clones needed to defeat the Dou-
bledays.

The delayed double-steal hap-
pened with two out, runners on 
first and third, Michael Conforto 
at the plate, and the Cyclones al-
ready up by three. Ahmed Rosa-
rio took off from first and catcher 
Randy Reed threw through to sec-
ond, allowing Chavez to break for 
home. Rosario slid in under Os-
valdo Abreau’s tag,  and Chavez 
was able to beat the shortstop’s 
throw home, giving the Clones 
another run. Conforto, who went 
three-for-three and is batting .409 
since joining the team two weeks 
ago as part of the Clones’ front-
office playoff push, then singled 
home Rosario for the fifth run of 
the inning.

Auburn 14 
Cyclones 3
July 31 at MCU Park 

The luck of the Irish was not 
on the Cyclones’ side during Irish 
Night, as the team’s five game win-
ning streak came to a screeching 
halt.

The normally dominant Oc-
tavio Acosta (2.80 earned-run av-
erage) lasted just three innings, 

giving up six runs (four earned) on 
five hits while walking two. 

Cyclones batters knocked out 
11 hits, but only managed to reach 
home twice in the second and 
once in the fifth.

Cyclones 4
Auburn 3
Aug. 1 at MCU Park 

Amed Rosario’s two-out sin-
gle in the ninth capped a two-
run ninth, leading the Clones to 
the team’s first walk-off win of 
the year.

Down 3–2 to start the final 
frame, Tucker Tharp walked and 
advanced to second on a ground 
out. Will Fulmer and Tomas Nido 
both walked to load the bases for 
John Mora, whose sacrifice fly 
scored Tharp.

That brought up Rosario, 
whose liner to left on a 1–0 
pitch gave the Cyclones the win 
in regulation time — something 
manger Tom Gamboa was happy 
about.

“I always tell the guys, we don’t 
get paid for overtime,” the skipper 
said after the game. “So we never 
want to go extra innings.” 

W
atching the scoreboard 
is the latest craze at 
MCU Park, where our 

beloved Cyclones are making 
a playoff push for the lone 
wild-card berth that would 
cement the team’s return to 
the postseason for the first 
time in two years.

Each night, anxious fans 
(and reporters) check to see the 
outcomes of the games played 
by our closet com-
petitor, the Connect-
icut Tigers (which 
the Clones took two 
out of three from ear-
lier in the week) as 
well as the hated 
Staten Island Yan-
kees, the William-
sport Crosscutters, the Au-
burn Doubledays, the Lowel 
Spinners, and even the Bata-
via Muckdogs (yes, those Bat-
avia Muckdogs), which are 
all less than four games out 
of the spot.

The tense times were 
brought about thanks to the 
team’s worst losing streak 
of the season, an eight game 
stretch in mid-July that had 
fans watching games through 
their hands.

But then, the front office 

sprang to action, signing Mi-
chael Comforto to add muscle 
in the middle of the lineup, and 
the Clones went on a 12–5 tear. 
This week the Wizards of Surf 
Avenue bolstered the pitching 
staff by calling up Martires 
Arias from the Appalachian 
League (yes, that Appalachian 
League), where the 23-year-
old had a .050 earned-run av-
erage while limiting batters 

to a .154 average, and brought 
in speedy center fielder John 
Mora, who was hitting .318 
with 29 runs scored and 14 
stolen bases in the Gulf Coast 
League, and slotted in nicely 
at the top of the order. 

At press time, Arias hadn’t 
played yet, but Mora had al-
ready made an impact, bat-
ting first and scoring three 
runs while knocking in two 
in four games.

The new firepower in the 
batting order has protected 

the likes of Amed Rosario 
— who skipper Tom Gamboa 
compared to superstar short-
stop Hanley Ramirez before 
the season — as well as Ty-
ler Moore and Michael Ber-
nal, all of whom have seen a 
jump in batting average and 
runs scored since the new-
comers arrived. 

And they have even gotten 
the chance to light some fire-

works of their own.
The Clones got the 

team’s first walk-off win 
of the season when Ro-
sario’s two-out single in 
the ninth on Aug. 1 beat 
the Doubledays, cleared 
the Clone bench, and sent 
the fans into a tizzy.

Rosario called the moment 
“emotional” — an understate-
ment at best.

We all know the baseball 
season — much like a roller 
coaster — has its ups and 
downs.

But now the Clones seem 
primed and ready for a play-
off push, and us fans will con-
tinue to watch the games — 
and the scoreboard — with 
bated breath as our boys get 
pulled to the top of the high-
est hill.

Ups and downs Primed for playoffs

Cyclones 8 
Connecticut 1
Aug. 2 at MCU Park

Marcos Molina struck out a 
season-high nine batters in eight 
innings of work and Michael Con-
forto hit his first professional 
home run as the Force was with 
the Cyclones in a win over the Ti-
gers on “Star Wars” night. 

The Tigers’ only run came in 
the first as Molina gave up two 
singles to start off the game, a 
sacrifice bunt and a run on a 
wild pitch. 

The Cyclones reacted quickly 
and often as new leadoff jotter 
John Mora, whom the front of-
fice acquired to add more speed 

and agility to the top of the or-
der during the Clones’ playoff 
push, collected his first hit as a 
Cyclone to start off the bottom 
of the inning. 

In the sixth, a triple by Di-
mas Ponce scored Adrien Abreu, 
who reached on a single. Ponce 
scored soon after that on a sac-
rifice fly by Mora. 

Connecticut 5 
Cyclones 1
Aug. 3 at MCU Park 

The Cyclones offense was no 
match for Tiger pitching, and the 
Brooks’ only run came on slug-
ger Michael Conforto’s second 
home run in two games. 

The
Ride

Brooke Lynn
At Bat
By Brooke Lynn Cortese

John Mora sprints out of the box for his first hit of Aug. 
2’s game against the Connecticut Tigers. The Clones wore  
Darth Maul jerseys for “Star Wars” night.
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PARENT
I embraced my 16-year-old 

daughter in front of the 
baggage claim at LaGuar-

dia, taking in her tan, bug bit-
ten body after she was away 
for four weeks on a wonder-
ful, exciting hiking trip, be-
fore piling her and a backpack 
filled with smelly clothes into 
the car where she announced, 
“I’m hungry. What can you 
make me for breakfast?”

As soon as we got home, 
I attacked the kitchen with 
a passion, filling the table 
with waffles, French toast, 
sliced strawberries, cinna-
mon apples, various sides, 
whipped cream, milk, and 
orange juice. She ate heartily 
while beginning the debrief-
ing, texting friends, catch-
ing up on the local news, 
and generally taking in the 
comforts of home.

When my older daughter 
returned from college, her 
belongings still scattered ev-
erywhere, I cooked her a wel-
come-home dinner of cheese 
fondue (a special favorite), 
and we all sat around poking 

When food meets family
a pot of melted 
cheese with 
bread speared 
on long forks 
as we heard her 
exam stories and 
summer plans.

Feeding my 
children, while 
often routine and a time 
suck, a chore that must be 
accomplished every day, 
one way or another, can also 
be elemental, somehow es-
sential to my role as a par-
ent and speaks to my most 
basic bonds with my kids, 
those of caring for them, 
keeping them safe, nurtur-
ing them.

The chow on the table 
is, at times, so much more 
that a collection of calories 
and nutrition. We celebrate 
with frosting and candles. 
My daughters bond when 
collaborating over a com-
plicated recipe. The impor-
tance and power of the fam-
ily dinner is documented in 
parenting handbooks.

This is a roundabout way 
to dip a toe (or a piece of 
bread) into the debates rag-
ing around childhood obe-
sity, fast food, and oversized 
sugary drinks, among other 
food-related issues. There 
is an environment of or-
thodoxy around the act of 
feeding my children, embod-
ied in part by the millions 
the city has spent on school 
cafeteria menus, laws and 
lawsuits, and the sideways 
glances of parents when cup-
cakes decorated to the nines 
show up in a classroom for 
a birthday. 

At the grocery store I 
find myself scouring the 
labels to pick the most nu-
tritious bread, or yogurt with 

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

the least sugar, and hiding 
frozen waffles or ice cream 
under some leafy greens 
to keep them from prying 
eyes. 

What I sometimes forget 
is the simplicity of eating, 
that it can be fun, a plea-
sure, and symbolic of so 
much more than basic sus-
tenance. For thousands of 
years, we mark the joy and 
sorrow of life’s passing by 
breaking bread with family 
and friends.

I’m not going to lay a 
feast in front of my daugh-
ters every day, but once in 
a while there will be pop-
corn at a movie, a stop for 
ice cream when we walk the 
dog together, a trip to Dumbo 
for our favorite pizza. We 
will talk about health and 
making good choices, but I 
will still make their favorite 
dishes when they are leaving 
or returning home. I don’t 
want to forget to teach the 
lesson that pleasure can be 
delicious and is best served 
without guilt.

brightly painted aluminum. 
It also includes a heat-sensi-
tive bench that changes colors 
when people sit on it. The loud 
colors stand out against their 
surroundings, but their shapes 
are meant to complement the 
hard lines of the surrounding 

metal-and-glass towers, said 
a spokeswoman for the Pub-
lic Art Fund, which curated 
the exhibition.

“The minimalism that Sam 
works with mirrors the archi-
tecture, and so does his use 
of industrial materials,” An-
dria Hickey said.

nior associate at Cookfox Ar-
chitects, which is designing 
two of the three structures. 
“The idea that this is a build-
ing on and of Carlton Avenue 
is very important.”

One neighbor who has 
been an ardent critic of Forest 
City Ratner for years said he 
was glad to see the new ren-
derings’ buildings, which, tall 
though they are, are colored 
with the browns and blacks 
typical to Brownstone Brook-
lyn, and which sport terraces 

with gardens.
“I think what the render-

ings represent show an im-
provement,” said Gib Veconi, 
a member of the activist co-
alition BrooklynSpeaks and 
a signatory to the June deal. 
“It’s a lot more attractive 
than what they originally 
released.”

A representative of Forest 
City Ratner and Greenland 
declined to comment on the 
motive behind changing the 
name of the project that has 
been mired in controversy 

and dogged by lawsuits since 
shortly after its inception 11 
years ago.

And even with the new 
moniker, it may be tough 
to shake the Atlantic Yards 
name.

Blogger Norman Oder, 
whose  Atlantic Yards Re-
port  has closely chronicled 
the mega-development since 
2005, when for a brief pe-
riod his website was called 
the  Times Ratner Report , 
 wrote  that he doesn’t plan to 
change the site’s current name 
to match the development, but 
allowed that he might “tweak 
it at some later point.”

Continued from page 1

YARDS...

The seesaws, which feature 
open boxes at each end to col-
lect rain, were an immediate 
hit with passersby, getting kid-
tested and mother-approved 
within hours of opening on 
Tuesday. Bushwick resident 
Crystal Mullen’s 6-year-old 
son ran straight for one seesaw 
the moment he saw it.

“I was just thinking they 
should put a playground here,” 
Mullen said, watching her son 

enjoy the ride. “This should 
stay permanently.”

The luxury-housing con-
struction boom of recent years 
has brought thousands of new 
residents Downtown, some of 
them with families, and the 
Public Arts Fund wanted to 
give them something to ex-
plore, Hickey said.

“There are a lot more 
kids around here then there 
were 10 years ago,” she said. 
“We thought about how to 
make work that actually in-
tegrates the space. And work 
that makes people use and 
interact with it.”

Making the art publicly 
available is important to the 
artist, too.

“It’s kind of what the ideal 
is,” Falls said. “A democratic, 
public space.”

This is far from the first 
whimsical public art proj-
ect in MetroTech. The pre-
vious installation, titled “Just 
Two of Us” and consisting of 
18 psychedelically colored, 
rock-shaped sculptures, was 
unbolted and carted off two 
weeks ago.

Continued from page 1
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Red Hook isn’t putting on 
its dancing shoes quite yet.

The library system’s plan 
to carve out part of the neigh-
borhood’s branch to let real 
estate group Spaceworks rent 
it as dance studios is plod-
ding ahead, but after an out-
pouring of opposition from 
locals, the partners say they 
want to hear more input from 
the neighbors.

“We heard the commu-
nity and we need to talk 
more,” said Colleen Ross, 
a spokeswoman for Space-
works. “There are a lot of 
opinions, and that takes a 
little time, especially in the 
summer.”

Neither Spaceworks nor 
the Brooklyn Public Library 
has released a timeline for 
the project, which, coincid-
ing with other planned reno-
vations to the branch, would 
close the place for at least 
eight months. The partners 
had hoped to begin construc-
tion on the performance-art 
complex inside the library by 
the end of the year, and de-
spite setting aside more time 
to consult community lead-
ers and Red Hook neighbors, 
Ross said they are moving 

close. The land use commit-
tee of the neighborhood’s 
Community Board 6 voted 
in July to reconsider the is-
sue at its next meeting after 
criticizing Spaceworks and 
the library for not present-
ing enough information about 
the plan.

 Dozens of Red Hook-
ers showed up to the July 
meeting, most to inveigh 
against the scheme , which 
the committee had previ-
ously approved but which 
the board’s executive body 
kicked back after deciding 
there had not been enough 
public notice. That conten-
tious meeting was part of the 
reason the library decided it 
would have to invest more 
time in reaching out, a library 
spokeswoman said.

“We heard the communi-
ty’s concerns, and are going 
to have a robust dialogue with 
Red Hook residents, commu-
nity leaders, and elected offi-
cials before moving forward 
with any project,” said library 
spokeswoman Emma Woods. 
“Our goal is, and has been, 
to create a dynamic and vi-
brant library that serves the 
needs of the Red Hook com-
munity.”

The private Spaceworks 
was created by the Bloomberg 
administration in 2011 to 
maintain low-cost art space 
throughout the city. The or-
ganization operates studios in 
Queens and Gowanus, and is 
working on a scheme at the 
Williamsburg library simi-
lar to the one lined up for 
Red Hook.

No meeting dates have yet 
been set.

This artist’s rendering shows the plan for the 
Red Hook library overhaul, which a real estate 
group wants to include dance studios.
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ahead as planned, as far as 
she knows.

An opponent of the plan 
hesitated to declare victory 
on Wednesday, calling the 
additional opportunities for 
input a “sorta-victory.”

“This is a good example 
of what can happen when 
the public finds out what 
is going and they don’t like 
it,” said Michael White, a 
library advocate who has 
opposed the privatization 
plan. “If  a program like 
this is appropriate for the 

library, it should be done 
by the library.”

Under the plan, Space-
works would contribute 
$650,000 to cover the con-
struction of dance studios 
that would take up slightly 
less than half of the one-
story library’s main room. 
The organization would 
then rent the space to local 
performing artists at sup-
posedly affordable rates, 
while paying a fee to the 
library which both parties 
have so far refused to dis-

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Flatbush Avenue is get-
ting the go-slow treatment 
this fall.

The Department of Trans-
portation is lowering the 
speed limit from 30 to 25 
miles per hour along the sec-
ond-longest Brooklyn road, 
as well as two other borough 
thoroughfares, as part of the 
city’s Vision Zero push to re-
duce traffic deaths to zero 
by 2024. Road-safety activ-
ists said that making busy, 
wide roads so-called “slow 
zones” is a crucial step to-
wards saving lives.

“What’s really important 

about this program is that ar-
terial roads are where roughly 
60 percent of fatalities are 
happening,” said Caroline 
Samponaro, a spokeswoman 
for the car-critic group Trans-
portation Alternatives. “You 
have to tackle the streets 
that are causing the great-
est harm.”

The slowdown will af-
fect 7.8 miles of Flatbush 
Avenue and Flatbush Av-
enue Extension, from the 
Manhattan Bridge to Ma-
rine Park, though the speed 
limit will only go down to 
30 from 35 along the stretch 
between Prospect Park and 
the Brooklyn Botanic Gar-

Brake fast
Flatbush Avenue speed 
limit gets reduced to 25

den, where a driver  fatally 
hit a woman in July .

Flatbush Avenue is 
among the deadliest roads 
in the borough, having seen 
11 fatalities between 2008 
and 2012, according to a 
Department of Transpor-
tation press release.

Lowering speed limits 
is a key component of the 
transportation department’s 
efforts to rein in reckless 
drivers and is considered 
common-sense by many, the 
agency’s head said.

“Slow zones are a crit-
ical and widely endorsed 
element of Vision Zero,” 
said roads czar and Cobble 
Hill resident Polly Trotten-
berg. “We are glad to work 
closely with local commu-
nities in bringing these life-
saving measures to corri-
dors across the city.”

In addition to the Flat-
bush Avenue speed reduc-
tion, which goes into effect 
in October, slow zones are 

coming to the entire 5.5-
mile length of Coney Island 
Avenue this month, and to 
the whole 4.6 miles of Utica 
Avenue in October. Utica 
claimed the most pedestrian 
lives — 12 — of any of the 
14 roadways up for slowing-
down citywide, according 
to the Department of Trans-
portation.

The initiatives come af-
ter the state legislature’s late 
June approval of a bill al-
lowing the city to reduce the 
default speed limit from 30 
to 25 miles-per-hour city-
wide without going through 
a piecemeal approval pro-
cess. Trottenberg  told the 
New York Times  that not 
all roads with faster-than-
35-miles-per-hour speed 
limits will have their lim-
its lowered to 25, and that it 
will take time for crews to 
replace all the speed limit 
signs and re-time lights 
along roads getting ad-
justed.

Library to Hook: 
We’re all ears
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