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A message from 
the new president of CNG:

O
ctober is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, and a 
time for all of us to redou-
ble our efforts to eradicate 

the second-leading killer of women in 
the United States.  

When my husband and I bought Com-
munity News Group in June, we realized 

we were taking on a big responsibil-
ity. Our publications reach more 

than a million New Yorkers 
each week, offering us 

a broad platform to 
support causes that 
can impact our read-

ers and wider com-
munities. 
We are a family who 

lives and works in New York 
City, and we are committed to 

giving back to the communities we 
serve. Our pink edition for Breast Can-

cer Awareness Month is just the first 
step towards meeting that goal. 

Like most people, we have had friends 
and family who have battled cancer, in-
cluding a close friend who has survived 

three bouts with breast cancer. 
Anyone who has watched the im-

pact of this terrible disease on suffer-
ers and their loved ones understands 
the urgent need to find a cure. 

The numbers from the American 
Cancer Society are sobering:

• One in eight women is diagnosed 
with breast cancer in their lifetime.

• More than 630 women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer every day.

• Nearly 110 of them die every 24 
hours.

• Around 430 men will lose their lives 
to breast cancer this year.

The good news is that better early 
detection and treatment therapies are 
boosting survival rates. 

We are pleased to note that some of the 
best work against breast cancer is being 
done in the metropolitan area. Our med-
ical institutions are pushing the limits 
of possibility with their surgical excel-
lence, playing pivotal roles in discover-
ing the genes that cause breast cancer, 
leading to surgical techniques that are 
now treatment gold standards. 

At the grass-roots level, a groundswell 
of community support is financing crit-
ical breast cancer studies with innova-

tive fund-raisers around town. 
Thanks to the support of our adver-

tisers, we’re donating $7,500 — and 
will provide free promotional services 
— to the American Cancer Society’s 
“Making Strides Against Breast Can-
cer” campaign, whose annual October 
walk at locations in each of the five bor-
ough raised nearly $6 million last year 
to help battle the disease.

Community News Group is proud to 
partner with Maimonides Medical Cen-
ter, Eastchester Center for Cancer Care, 
Aviator Sports and Events Center, Coney 
Island Hospital, Estée Lauder Compa-
nies, Flushing Hospital Medical Center, 
Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, Queens 
County Savings Bank, Winthrop Univer-
sity Hospital and all of this week’s adver-
tisers in presenting our commemorative 
pink edition in honor of the Pink Ribbon 
campaign founded by the Estée Lauder 
Companies that is now recognized as a 
worldwide symbol of breast health.

We hope our pink papers will encour-
age our readers to turn to their families 
and friends and ask if they have been 
screened, or offer to go with them for 
this critical, life-saving examination. 
 — Jennifer Goodstein

By Shavana Abruzzo
for The Brooklyn Paper

Breast cancer survivor Lisa Mal-
witz is living proof of hope after a 
diagnosis.

Malwitz, Community News 
Group’s office manager, has been 
cancer-free for two years, and reg-
ular doctor’s visits, mammograms, 
and medication keep the disease in 

check, but her ordeal has changed 
her priorities.

“I take time out now to look 
at a sunset,” she said. “It 

didn’t seem important 
before.”

Malwitz, 56, 
hadn’t had a mam-

mogram in eight 
years before a 
routine doc-
tor’s visit 
c o n f i r m e d 

her worst nightmare — she had a lump in 
her right breast. She was on her way to her 
second job at the now-closed Maple Lanes 
bowling alley in Bensonhurst when the doc-
tor’s office called and told her to come in 
right away. 

A whirlwind of biopsies, bloodwork, breast 
mapping, and other wrenching tests followed, 
but Malwitz worked both her jobs right up 
until her surgery day, drawing on family, 
friends and co-workers for strength. 

The diagnosis left her shocked and an-
gry.

“I was too busy for this to happen to me,” 
she said. “I tried to stay positive so I wouldn’t 
get into a deep depression.”

Luckily the cancer was localized, making 
Malwitz a good candidate for radiation, but 
her treatment was a toss-up between having 
partial radiation and risking another tumor 
sprouting, or going for radiation of the en-
tire breast and destroying healthy tissue and 
cells along with the lump.

Malwitz opted for the partial therapy, and 
felt her first pang of real fear when Hurri-
cane Sandy prevented her from traveling to 
her treatments at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center. 

“I was petrified that missing even a few 
would have terrible results,” she said. 

Her radiologists allayed her fears, and Mal-
witz’s visits — conducted before and after 
work or during lunch breaks — became not 
altogether unpleasant, especially when the 
technician played her favorite songs during 
her session.

“I would be lying down in the radiation 
machine squirming and whoa-whoaing to 
‘Dancing Queen’ and ‘Even the Nights Are 
Better,’ ” said Malwitz. “Afterwards the ra-
diologist would come and get me off the ta-
ble and we’d dance.”

Personal will was integral to her recov-
ery, she claims.

“I didn’t want to give up,” said Malwitz. 
“I had too much to live for.”
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The Making Strides Against Breast Cancer event steps it up

Walking the walk to raise funds

Cancer survivors and others breeze across the finish line at Central 
Park during last year’s Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk.
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Survivor’s story of will and courage

By Shavana Abruzzo
for The Brooklyn Paper

Big-hearted New Yorkers raised 
nearly $6 million for the American 
Cancer Society in the Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer walk last year, 
bringing us one step closer to a cure.

We can all step up the action for 
walk 2014 at open spaces in all five 
boroughs on Oct. 19 at 11 am:

• Prospect Park at The Nethermead, 
Flatbush Avenue and Empire Boulevard 
in Brooklyn; register at 8 am.

• Orchard Beach, One Orchard Beach 
Road in the Bronx; register at 10 am.

• Central Park at 72nd Street Band-
shell, E. 72nd Street and Fifth Avenue 
in Manhattan; register at 8 am.

• Flushing Meadows–Corona Park, 
Van Wyck Expressway and Grand Cen-
tral Parkway in Queens; register at 8 
am.

• Clove Lakes Park, 1150 Clove Rd. 

between Park Drive and Victory Bou-
levard on Staten Island; register at 10 
am.

Community News Group will donate 
a portion of proceeds from this pink 
issue to the American Cancer Society 
to continue its good work. The Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer annual 
walk supports breast cancer research, 
offers free patient-caregiver services, 
provides in-depth cancer information, 
and supports the law movement work-
ing to give women the care they need. 
The fund-raiser also inspired 10 mil-
lion walkers in more than 300 com-
munities across the country to raise 
nearly $600 million for research, ed-
ucation, and treatment since its incep-
tion 30 years ago — and every penny 
counts!

“More walkers mean the next big 
breast cancer research breakthrough,” 
said Nancy Colt, the group’s commu-

nity executive for New York City. “More 
walkers fund-raising mean more sur-
vivors who will celebrate more birth-
days.”

One in every two women newly 
diagnosed with breast cancer reaches 
out to the American Cancer Society, 
whose cradle of support services in-
cludes transportation assistance to and 
from treatment, free lodging for patients 
traveling long distances for treatment, 
a 24-hour hotline with a trained can-
cer information specialist, and work-
shops for people undergoing debilitat-
ing, appearance-related side effects of 
treatment.

Bronx hotel worker Leslie Ossa, a 
breast and uterine cancer survivor, fell 
to pieces when chemotherapy made her 
lush, long hair fall out, but the Amer-
ican Cancer Society was there to help 
her regain her self esteem with free 
wigs, makeup, and individualized 

beauty tips.
“Cancer makes your body and skin 

change, and you look sick,” said Ossa, 
who plans to walk in memory of her 
friend, Jessica Lavonte who died of can-
cer last year. “The people at the Amer-
ican Cancer Society helped me realize 
that no matter what, I can still look good 
and feel good about myself.”

All of us can help make a difference 
between life and death this month, ac-
cording to a woman who plans to lace 
up on Oct. 19.

“I will be walking so that my nieces 
and nephews won’t have to in the future,” 
said Bensonhurst survivor Annemarie 
Ruriani, who has been breast cancer–
free for more than three years.

American Cancer Society’s “Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast Cancer” 
walk on Oct. 19 at 11 am, (800) 227–
2345, www.makingstrideswalk.org.

The Brooklyn Paper’s Lisa Malwitz tackled breast cancer
Early detection of breast 

cancer can improve survival 
rates and lessen the severity 
of treatment options. Routine 
mammograms are essential to 
catching signs of breast can-
cer early on, but so can home-
based breast exams.

Over the years there has 
been some debate about the 
effectiveness of breast self-
exams. Different breast can-
cer organizations have dif-
ferent views on the subject. 
Some studies have indicated 
that a self-exam is not effec-
tive in reducing breast cancer 
mortality rates. Some argue 
that these exams also may put 
women at risk — increasing 
the number of potential lumps 
found due to uncertainty as to 
what is being felt in the breast. 
This can lead to unnecessary 
biopsies. Others feel that a 

self-exam is a good practice, 
considering that roughly 20 
percent of breast cancers are 
found by physical examina-
tion rather than by mammog-
raphy, according to Breast-
Cancer.org.

The American Cancer So-
ciety takes the position that 
a self-exam is an optional 
screening tool for breast can-
cer. For those who are inter-
ested in conducting self-ex-
ams, here is the proper way 
to do so:

Begin with a visual inspec-
tion of the breasts. Remove 
clothing and stand in front 
of a mirror. Turn and pivot 
so the breasts can be seen at 
all angles. Make a note of 
your breasts’ appearances. 
Pay special attention to any 
dimpling, puckering, or odd-

Testing yourself

See TEST  on page 12
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This Week’s Pink Newspaper in Recognition of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month is Sponsored by
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The Maimonides Breast Cancer 
Center has been granted a three-
year/Full Accreditation designa-
tion, with a perfect score of 100 
percent, by the National Accredi-
tation Program for Breast Centers, 
a program administered by the 
American College of Surgeons.

The Breast Cancer Center dem-
onstrated perfect compliance, pass-
ing 27 out of 27 of the program’s 
standards, including proficiency 
in the areas of clinical manage-
ment, research, community out-
reach, professional education, 
quality improvement and center 
leadership.

Accreditation is only given to 
those centers that have voluntarily 

committed to provide the highest 
level of quality breast care, and un-
dergo a rigorous evaluation pro-
cess and review of their perfor-
mance. In the United States, there 
are more than 6,500 programs that 
care for patients with breast dis-
ease. Of these, 547 are accred-
ited, which means only eight per-
cent of hospitals in the nation have 
achieved this prestigious designa-
tion. In New York State, there are 
only 31 centers with this presti-
gious designation, six in the city 
— only one of which is in Brook-
lyn: Maimonides Breast Cancer 
Center. 

“This is wonderful news for our 
patients,” said Dr. Patrick Borgen, 

By Shavana Abruzzo
for The Brooklyn Paper

Maimonides Medical Center 
has pulled off more than a few 
medical miracles in its illustri-
ous, 103-year history.

• It performed the first human 
heart transplant in the United 
States — the world’s second.

• It developed the first com-
mercial pacemaker.

• It conducted the first fine-
needle aspiration biopsy in the 
country, eliminating the need for 
surgery and hospitalization.

• It was the first American 
hospital to use robotic surgery 
on kids.

• It was the first “day” hospi-
tal — one providing services on 
a regular daytime basis for spe-
cific sufferers — to offer outpa-
tient chemotherapy.

Maimonides originated an-
other “first” three years ago with 
the opening of Brooklyn’s first and 
only dedicated breast cancer cen-
ter. The stunning $8.6 million, eco-
friendly Maimonides Breast Can-
cer Center at 745 64th St. between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues in Sun-
set Park — down the block from 
the hospital’s main pavilion — fea-
tures the latest diagnostic and treat-
ment equipment in a serene, life-
affirming environment, complete 
with a spa-like décor, interior land-
scaping, and a waterfall. 

Consider it the medical equiv-
alent of comfort food, with some 
heavy-duty therapies tossed into 
the pot.

“The facility is designed to sup-
port each patient as a whole person, 
integrating the healing of the body 
with the mind and spirit,” said Pa-

Maimonides Breast Cancer Center a medical pioneer

Maimonides Breast Cancer Center is designed to support each patient as a whole person, integrating the healing of the body with the mind and spirit. A serene environment con-
tributes to the overall healing experience for patients and workers.
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mela Brier, the hospital’s president 
and chief operating officer.

Medical oncologists, breast sur-
geons, radiologists, pathologists, 
radiation oncologists, and recon-
structive surgeons — many of them 
nationally renowned — work with a 
genetics counselor, nutritionist, so-
cial worker, and other health work-
ers to create the best individual-
ized treatment plans for patients 
from all walks of life.

“We take extra effort to make 
sure that every patient who walks 
in here anxious after a diagnosis 
gets the best possible, compas-

sionate treatment for their dis-
ease from a team of experts, all 
under one roof,” said Dr. Charush-
eela Andaz, associate director of 
breast surgery.

On-site services:
• Comprehensive screenings, 

using the finest tools available 
for minimally invasive biopsies 
that frequently prevent the need 
for surgery.

• Diagnostic, medical, and sur-
gical breast services.

• Nutrition and genetics coun-
seling.

• A full array of psycho-social 

support services for patients and 
families.

• Testing for specific genes 
called BRCA-1 and BRCA-2 that 
predispose to breast and ovar-
ian cancer. 

State-of-the-art technology:
• 3T MRI machine with ad-

vanced breast imaging and bi-
opsy capability.

• Multiple full-field digital 
mammography units.

• Multiple ultrasound units op-
timized for breast imaging and 
ultrasound-guided breast biop-
sies.

Treatments
• Surgery and breast recon-

struction.
• Radiation therapy.
• Hormonal therapy and sys-

temic therapy, such as chemo-
therapy, or any combination of 
these.

Supportive services
• Psychiatrist, psychologist, and 

social worker offer assorted social 
and mental health services. 

• Nutritionist provides counsel-
ing to help patients make good 
dietary choices.

• Reiki and yoga. 
The medical industry has 

noted the facility’s approach to 
fostering physical, spiritual, and 
emotional healing. The National 
Action Plan on Breast Cancer ac-
credited Maimonides’ breast can-
cer program, placing it among 
an elite five percent of programs 
in the country, while the Amer-
ican College of Radiology des-
ignated it a breast imaging cen-
ter of excellence.

Unlike other sub-specialties 
where physicians refer patients, 
breast cancer patients often seek 

referrals from friends or relatives 
who have had breast cancer. Ex-
perts at Maimonides Breast Can-
cer Center are committed to ful-
filling the act of confidence — in 
a place where every woman has 
her own team of highly skilled 
breast cancer specialists.

Maimonides Breast Cancer 
Center-The Gilbert Rivera Pa-
vilion [745 64th St. between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 765–2550, 
www.maimonidesmed.org/
CancerCenter/BreastCancer-
Center.aspx].

Dr. Patrick Borgen is chairman of the Department of Surgery 
and director of the Maimonides Breast Cancer Center.

chair of the Department of Sur-
gery and director of the Maimo-
nides Breast Cancer Center. “The 
NAPBC accreditation affirms in 

the most essential way that we are 
delivering the finest care possi-
ble to each and every patient in 
Brooklyn.”

A perfect score!
The American Cancer Soci-

ety estimates that approximately 
232,340 cases of invasive breast 
cancer occur annually in the US. 
In addition, hundreds of thou-
sands of women will deal with 
benign breast disease this year, 
and will require medical evalua-
tion for treatment options.

According to the National Ac-
creditation Program for Breast 
Centers, centers that achieve ac-
creditation have demonstrated 
a firm commitment to offer pa-
tients every significant advan-
tage in their battle against breast 
disease. Receiving care at an ac-
credited center ensures that a pa-
tient will have access to:

• Comprehensive care, includ-
ing a full range of state-of-the-
art services.

• A multidisciplinary team ap-
proach to coordinate the best treat-

ment options.
• Information about ongoing 

clinical trials and new treatment 
options.

“The Maimonides Breast Can-
cer Center literally encompasses 
every known modality and de-
livers care at the highest possi-
ble level for our patients,” noted 
Dr. Borgen.

Patient care is, by definition, a 
team effort at Maimonides Med-
ical Center. The Breast Cancer 
Center is a model of that dedi-
cation to reviewing every case 
from the perspective of all sub-
specialties. The survey process for 
accreditation was accomplished 
with the cooperation of the many 
components of the team, includ-
ing medical oncology, radiation 
oncology, nursing, breast imag-
ing, genetics, pathology, social 
work and surgery.

The Maimonides Breast Can-
cer Center is the only dedicated 
Breast Cancer Center in Brook-
lyn. The center offers comprehen-
sive screening, diagnostic, med-
ical and surgical breast services 
across the full spectrum of breast 
disease, as well as nutrition and 
genetic counseling, and a full ar-
ray of psycho-social support for 
patients and families. The team 
of doctors and nurses at the cen-
ter are deeply committed to of-
fering patients every significant 
advantage in their battle against 
breast disease by providing them 
with the highest level of quality 
breast care.

Maimonides Breast Cancer 
Center [745 64th St. between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 765–2550, 
www.maimonidesmed.org/
CancerCenter/BreastCancer.
aspx].
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718.472.1999 www.hospiceny.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITES

COMMUNITY HOSPICE NURSES (RN)
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS (LMSW, LCSW)

Bilingual English/Spanish; English/Mandarin; English/Cantonese.
 Reliable automobile & valid driver’s license are preferred.

Competitive compensation and benefits package.
Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE
judith.gayle@hospiceny.com or Fax: 718.784.1413

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES

Come Make a Difference 
New training groups each month!

Patient Care Volunteers: Support patients and their loved ones in your community
Bereavement Volunteers: Support families who have lost a loved one

Administrative Voluteers: Assist personnel in our Long Island City office

NASSAU & QUEENS
Contact Angela Purpura

angela.purpura@hospiceny.com
or 516.222.1211

MANHATTAN, THE BRONX
& BROOKLYN

Contact Sandra Nielsen
 sandra.nielsen@hospiceny.com or 

718.472.1999

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES
Free bereavement support services for adults who have

had a loss (Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

GENESIS
Fertility & Reproductive Medicine 

Where Life Begins®

®

More than ever, cancer patients are surviving their 
disease and can look forward to the future. The ability to 
have children and build a family is important to cancer 
survivors. Loss of fer ti l i ty and early menopause can be 
side ef fects of cancer treatment.

Oncofer ti l i ty is a field that bridges oncology and 
reproductive health; providing fer ti l i ty preserving options 
for patients facing fer ti l i ty-threatening therapies.

The Oncofer ti l i ty Program at GENESIS helps patients 
preserve their options for having a baby in the future.

To contact us immediately please call:
1-855-ONCFERT (662-3378)

Brooklyn • Staten Island • Long Island

(718) 283-8600

www.genesisfertility.com

Building Families For Over 25 Years!

Helping cancer patients
plan for their future family. 

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A controversial music fes-
tival has made its great es-
cape, leaving Red Hook’s 
working waterfront for less 
hostile shores.

The planned Escape Music 
Festival, which drew ire from 
neighbors concerned about an 
influx of thousands of drunk 
concert-goers for two straight 
days of live music, has moved 
from the Red Hook Container 
Terminal to Governors Is-
land, festival organizers 
announced on Monday. An 
organizer later said the can-
cellation was due to “unfore-
seen regulatory pressures,” 
and, though he declined to 
elaborate, the Port Author-
ity never issued the required 
permits for the shindig.

The promoter, Merritt 
Quirk, denied that the lack 
of permits or a backlash from 
neighbors and the local com-
munity board contributed 
to the 11th-hour move. In-
stead, he cryptically placed 
the blame on the issue blasted 
by pols in  last week’s story 
about the concert in this pa-
per : the threat to industrial 

Steering clear
Hot-button music fest ditches Red Hook

to neighbors who attended a 
community board meeting 
to tell the port’s operators 
that the upcoming festival 
wasn’t welcome.  

After initially down-play-
ing the role of the backlash 
in prompting the venue 
change, Quirk blamed the 
dance party.

“The liquor event at Pier 
9 had a lot to do with it,” 
he said.

The upcoming bash is ex-
pected to draw as many as 
16,000 music fans. The move 
to Governors Island will al-
low it to rage until midnight, 
an hour later than it was 
scheduled in Red Hook.

A Port Authority spokes-
man implied that festival or-
ganizers didn’t satisfy certain 
requirements, but refused to 
say which.

“We have regulations, 
and when they’re not met, 
we don’t sign the agreement,” 
said Lenis Rodrigues.

The container terminal is 
run by a private company con-
tracted by the Port Author-
ity. Representatives of the op-
erator, owners of which run 
beer distributor Phoenix Bev-
erages, told residents at a Sept. 
17 Community Board 6 meet-
ing that they wouldn’t book 
any more events without con-
sulting the community.

The Port Authority has re-
fused to say how much money, 
if any, it collected from the 
Vice-and-vodka party.

business posed by the con-
version of the port facility, 
however temporarily, into a 
booming nightclub.

“It had nothing to do with 
security planning, permits or 
the community board,” Quirk 
wrote in an e-mail. “More so to 
do with the port being used for 
non-maritime activities.”

The concert is scheduled 
for Oct. 11 and 12 and is set to 

feature big-name acts includ-
ing Moby and Yeasayer. Word 
of the event set off alarm-
bells among locals follow-
ing a Sept. 12 party at the 
terminal held by Vice Media 
and Absolut Vodka.

That electronic-dance-mu-
sic blowout featured strong 
drinks, booming bass, and 
drones buzzing overhead to 
film the revelry, according 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The city is building a gas 
recycling facility on land that 
it promised it would turn into 
a neighborhood park, accord-
ing to Greenpointers who 
are demanding the plant be 
moved elsewhere.

Members of the Newtown 
Creek Monitoring Commit-
tee, a community group, say 
the city pledged the green 
space more than a decade ago 
when workers first started 
building the Newtown Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
The activists have no prob-
lem with the latest addition, 
an 18-wheeler-sized mecha-
nism that is supposed to har-
vest methane from sewage 
and compost and send it back 
into the energy grid, but say 
the city should place it some-
where else.

“We are totally for the pro-

Green space replace
Activists: Newtown Creek gas plant 
squashes promised neighborhood park

cess that they are building, 
but what we are against is 
where they are putting it,” 
said Newtown Creek Mon-
itoring Committee member 
and Greenpoint resident Mi-
chael Hoffman.

The city did build a so-
called “nature walk,” a con-
crete-lined pathway leading 
from Provost Street to New-
town Creek, in 2007, and has 
begun an expansion to connect 
it to Kingsland Avenue and N. 

Henry Street, but activists say 
much more public space was 
part of the bargain.

Between the gas facility 
and a temporary structure be-
ing built nearby, all the re-
maining area surrounding the 
plant, which is bounded by 
Greenpoint Avenue, Provost 
Street, and N. Henry Street, is 
in the process of getting built 
over, Hoffman said. 

“It does not look like we 
are going to get any of the 
open space they promised 
us,” he said. 

The Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection retorts 
that it is placing the methane 
harvesting system as close to 
the existing plant as possi-
ble, on land that is already 
paved. The lot is set to be a 
fenced-off construction site 
until at least 2016, when the 
addition is supposed to be 
completed.

Neighbors say that is un-
acceptable. 

“They are occupying land 
that is supposed to be pub-
lic,” said Dewey Thomp-
son, founder and harbor 
master of the North Brook-
lyn Boat Club. “If the city 
made a promise, it should 
keep it.”  

Greenpointers say precious open space around 
this wastewater treatment plant is disappearing.
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WHAT IS ROTARY?
Rotary is a group of local business people who get together weekly 
to network and do charitable work in their community.

This year we’ve focused on helping 
disadvantaged pregnant women to 
become self reliant, and we also brought 
a 5 year old Haitian boy to NYC to have 
open heart surgery.

Join us! For questions or information, contact 
incoming club president Angelicque Moreno at 
(718) 802-1616; AMoreno@jkavanzino.com.

The Brooklyn 
Bridge Rotary 
Club meets 
every Thursday 
in Downtown 
Brooklyn.

The organizers of Escape Music Festival moved 
the two-day concert to Governors Island, above, 
less than two weeks before it was set to begin.
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www.nyc.gov/examsforjobs

sanitation

• Great pay and benefits

• Great advancement opportunities

Filing period for Sanitation Worker exam:

Oct. 1 to Oct. 31, 2014

Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine.

JOIN NEW YORK’S STRONGEST!

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

And for my next work, I 
present “Condom, floating 
with dead rat.”

Artists f locked to the 
banks of the Gowanus Ca-
nal on Sept. 27 to commit 
the pollution-laden water-
way to canvas. The gather-
ing of painters and doodlers 
was meant to give unfettered 
expression to the fetid inlet, 
the organizer said.

“Seeing the landscape 
through the eyes of artists 
is a great way of looking at the 
canal,” said Jessica Dalrym-
ple, a Greenwood Heights art-
ist and volunteer coordina-
tor with the Gowanus Canal 
Conservancy. “You can really 
see the potential there for a 
beautiful landscape.”

The Conservancy works to 
clean up the area surround-
ing the canal, including plant-
ing and caring for trees and 
plots of greenery that help 
keep toxic runoff from fur-
ther polluting the federal Su-
perfund site.

Dalrymple said she or-

By the river fumes
Painters gather to render Gowanus in all its glory

Jennifer Roberts of New Jersey finds her muse in Brooklyn’s nautical purga-
tory during Plein Air on the Canal on Sept. 27 in Gowanus.
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ganized the painting day to 
connect the group with Gow-
anus’s artistic community.

“I just wanted to get as 
many people as possible there 
and see what happened,” she 
said.

Dozens turned out to 

sketch or paint the canal, some 
from as far away as Connect-
icut and New Jersey, she said. 
One participant said the art-
in was a way of capturing 
the industrial detritus of the 
area before it is replaced with 
shiny condos.

“The canal is an unusual 
piece of urban landscape,” said 
Jennifer Roberts, a Jersey City 
painter and pal of Dalrymple. 
“It is sure to get developed in 
the future, so this was a nice 
opportunity to get a different 
perspective of it.”

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Forest City Ratner and its 
contractor for the develop-
ment formerly known as At-
lantic Yards are separated, 
but a judge won’t let them 
get divorced just yet.

The fallout between the de-
veloper and Swedish construc-
tion giant Skanska over the 
modular B2 tower, which has 
been stalled since early this 
month  when Skanska halted 
work , reached a new low on 
Sept. 23 when the builder ter-
minated its contract, saying 
that Forest City’s designs for 
the Lego-like boxes that make 
up the structure are flawed 
and are costing way more than 
agreed to.

“We could not continue to 
incur millions of dollars in 
extra costs with little hope 
that Forest City would take 
responsibility for fixing the 
significant commercial and 
design issues on the project,” 
said Skanska honcho Richard 
Kennedy in a statement.

But a judge last week re-

fused to let the builder out of 
a formal partnership it cre-
ated with Forest City for the 
project, and instead ordered 
the two to go back to the ne-
gotiating table to work out 
settlement terms in the face 
of dueling lawsuits.

Skanska first sought to 
back out of the complex con-
struction project in August 
with a letter to Forest City de-
manding $50 million in costs 
it said were the developer’s 
fault. The letter includes an 
ominous charge that design 
flaws could mean B2 will leak 
along the many lines where 
the modular boxes meet on 
the building’s exterior, as 
first  reported  by the Atlan-
tic Yards Report blog.

“It is producing a build-
ing for which there can be 
no certainty as to whether 
it will experience leaking at 
the thousands of joints be-
tween module facade ele-
ments,” Kennedy wrote in 
the Aug. 8 letter.

Skanska declined to fur-
ther explain the claim, citing 

the ongoing legal dispute. A 
Forest City spokesman called 
the charge baseless, and the 
company’s head said it stands 
by the modular design.

“We believe in modular 
and have worked tirelessly 
to get B2 back on track,” 
said MaryAnne Gilmartin 
in a statement.

The developer is also crit-
icizing Skanska for the on-
going work stoppage, which 
shuttered the Navy Yard plant 
where the apartment boxes 
were being fabricated and 
idled the work site on the 
corner of Flatbush Avenue 
and Dean Street, putting 157 
employees out of work. Forest 
City says Skanska’s attempt 
to walk off the job is really 
a form of extortion.

“Skanska has responded 
with inaction and inertia, try-
ing to leverage us financially 
by stonewalling B2’s prog-
ress,” Gilmartin said. “These 
are deplorable and disap-
pointing tactics that show 
remarkable indifference to 
the wellbeing of these work-

ers and the project.”
B2 currently stands 10 sto-

ries tall, 22 stories shy of its 
planned height.

The detente could affect 
the timeline of the larger 
16-tower mega-develop-
ment, which Forest City 
and its Chinese-govern-
ment-owned partner Green-
land have said will be com-
pleted by 2035.

The latest projected dead-
line is nearly two decades 
later than Forest City’s origi-
nal finish date of 2016.

The two companies agreed 
in June to finish all the prom-
ised below-market dwellings 
by 2025 or face fines from 
the state.

A Greenland spokesman 
broke the company’s silence 
in early September to deny 
that the feud will affect the 
rest of the project.

Another building is on 
track for a December ground-
breaking, he said.

Greenland owns a 70-per-
cent stake in the un-built por-
tion of the project.

Breaking up is so hard to do
Contractor to Forest City Ratner: It’s not me, it’s you
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A prostitute stole a john’s 
car from the corner of Front 
and Jay streets on Sept. 19 
when the customer wouldn’t 
cough up enough cash, cops 
said.

The 54-year-old victim 
reported that he met a man 
named Mark while walking 
to his car in Manhattan, and 
that he drove to the Dumbo 
intersection to “hang out” at 
12:15 am. The client parked 
his 2010 Honda Accord and 
the gigolo performed oral sex 
on him, then demanded to be 
paid, according to a police 
report. The two walked to 
a nearby cash machine and 
the escort grabbed the guy’s 
car keys for collateral, cops 
said.

The victim handed over 
$50, but that wasn’t enough 
to satisfy the sex worker, of-
ficers stated.

“If you don’t pay me, I’m 
taking the car,” the disgrun-
tled date said, per an NYPD 
account. “I don’t care if you 
call the police.

Negotiations went no-
where and the prostitute 
sped off in the man’s ride, 
the man’s cellphone and por-
table music player inside, po-
lice said.

No-ped
A thief swiped a man’s 

motorized scooter from 
Nevins Street sometime be-
tween Sept. 11 and Sept. 16, 
cops said.

The 43-year-old owner of 
the Vespa said he parked his 
ride between State Street and 
Atlantic Avenue at 2 pm on 
Sept. 11, and when he came 
back to get it five days later 
at 6:20 pm, it was gone. A 
video camera may have 
caught the crime on tape, 
officers said.

Telltale condom
Three lowlifes stole a wal-

let out of a sleeping strap-
hanger’s pocket aboard a 2 
train on Sept. 17, the author-
ities reported.

The 24-year-old vic-
tim said he fell asleep on a 
Manhattan-bound train at 
4:15 am, and woke up at the 
Clark Street station with a 
hole cut in his pocket and 
his wallet gone.

He saw three fiends exit 
the train as he woke up, and 
a fellow passenger told him 
the crew had done the deed, 
an account states. Inside the 
Clark Street station, the vic-

tim found his gym member-
ship card and a condom, both 
of which had been in his wal-
let, law enforcement offi-
cials said.

A bad cord
A bandit burglarized a 

Concord Street apartment 
on Sept. 17, making off 
with electronics, according 
to police.

The 34-year-old victim 
said he left his abode be-
tween Bridge and Duffield 
streets at 10:15 am, and when 
he returned at 8 pm that night, 
the stuff was gone.

The thief took two laptops 
and an electronic tablet, cops 
said. There was no sign of 
forced entry, they added.

Bad trip
A burglar broke into a 

Dean Street apartment some-
time between 11 am on Sept. 
18 and 2 pm on Sept. 20 and 
absconded with two comput-
ers, cops said.

The son of the apart-
ment’s owners said his par-
ents were on vacation and he 
was checking on the place, 
between Boerum Place and 
Court Street, when he no-
ticed that the front window 
was broken. He searched the 
house and found the two lap-
tops gone, per the NYPD.

Screwed
A couple of tough guys 

assaulted a teen, one with 
a screwdriver, inside 
McLaughlin Park on Sept. 
18, officers said.

The 17-year-old victim 
said he was walking through 
the park on Cathedral Place 
between Jay Street and Flat-
bush Avenue Extension at 
3:15 pm when a 19-year-old 
bully he knew came over and 
asked if he wanted to fight. 
Another galoot then came up 
from behind and punched the 
victim in the face, according 
to a police report.

When the victim tried to 
run, the first lout tackled 
him to the ground, grabbed 
a screwdriver, and stabbed 
him in the head, back, and 
hand, the report says. The 
victim needed staples and 
stitches, and the attackers 
got away, cops said.

Make it, take it
A no-goodnik stole a 

woman’s wallet out of her 
bag while she played bas-
ketball in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park on Sept. 18, law enforce-
ment officials said.

The 21-year-old victim 
said she left her bag on a 
bench near the courts, which 
are off of Furman Street be-

tween Old Fulton and Jora-
lemon streets, at 4 pm.

When she wrapped up 
her long athletic session at 
10 pm, she found her wallet 
had been removed from the 
bag, police recounted.

Drug raid
A quick-moving culprit 

snatched a woman’s cell-
phone from her hand while 
she was on an A train at the 
Hoyt-Schermerhorn sta-
tion on Sept. 18, police re-
ported.

The 31-year-old victim 
said she caught the Man-
hattan-bound A at Broadway 
Junction at 4:15 pm and that 
the thief got on at the same 
time. The woman rode the 
train to the Downtown sta-
tion, and as the doors were 
closing the crook grabbed 
the phone and scrammed, 
cops said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Acting out
An immature vandal 

wreaked havoc inside a 
Saint Edwards Street pub-
lic school over the week-
end of Sept. 19, damaging 
a bunch of electronics and 
stealing other equipment, 
the authorities said.

School personnel reported 
that the building between Au-
burn Place and Myrtle Av-
enue was locked up at 3:30 
pm on Sept. 19, and was not 
opened again until 7:30 am 
on Sept. 22, when workers 
discovered the crime. 

The time-out-deserving 
rapscallions wrecked com-
puter keyboards in five class-
rooms, destroyed the nurse’s 
computer by pouring water 
on it, and wrote on a dry 
erase board with a perma-
nent marker, according to a 
police report. Then the punks 
grabbed a laptop, a network 
switch, and some computer 
accessories before fleeing, 
the report says.

Stuffed up
Cops cuffed two women 

who they said tried to steal 
a bunch of Mucinex from a 
Myrtle Avenue pharmacy on 
Sept. 23.

A 20-year-old employee 
at the store between Ashland 
and Fleet places said he saw 
the two suspects come in at 
5 pm and start taking the de-
congestant drugs. 

When the employee con-
fronted the women, ages 18 
and 21, the older woman bit 
him on the hand and punched 
him in the face while the 

Prostitute steals man’s car on Jay Street

younger lady tried to make 
a run for it with the merchan-
dise, according to cops. 

Officers showed up and 
arrested the suspects and 
found $379 worth of Mucinex 
and some exfoliant on them, 
NYPD officials stated.

Ring the alarm
A burglar spooked a slum-

bering woman as he reached 
into her Clifton Place apart-
ment through a window on 
Sept. 22, waking her and 
stealing her laptop, police 
reported.

The 34-year-old resident of 
the building between Grand 
and Classon avenues said she 
was sleeping on her couch at 
12:26 am when she was awo-
ken by the sound of her win-
dow screen opening. 

She screamed as she saw 
the burglar reach in through 
the window and grab her 
computer off a desk near 
the portal, cops said.

“Shut up, b----,” the de-
generate supposedly hissed 
before vanishing.

Window watch
Cops reported three other 

burglaries in the precinct this 
week in which a prowler crept 
through a window, but no one 
was home in these. Here are 
the details:

• A burglar pushed in 
an air conditioning unit in 
the back of a Lefferts Place 
apartment on Sept. 24 and 
grabbed a bundle of elec-
tronics, cops said.

The 32-year-old victim 
said she left her apartment, 
which is also between Grand 
and Classon avenues, at 9:10 
am and returned at 7:30 that 
night to find her front door 
partially open. Once inside 
she discovered that her be-
longings had been strewn 
around the bedroom and 
that her laptop and elec-
tronic tablet were missing, 
police said.

• The next day, a crook hit 
a Lafayette Avenue building, 
and made off with a laptop 
and a portable hard drive, the 
authorities reported.

The 28-year-old victim 
recounted that she left her 
apartment, on Lafayette 
between Cumberland and 
S. Oxford streets, at 9 am, 
and when she came home 
at 10:30 pm the front door 

was wide open. Once in-
side she noticed the items 
gone and saw that her front 
window was also wide open 
and that the screen had been 
sliced, law enforcement of-
ficials said.

• A bandit snagged another 
computer inside a Vanderbilt 
Avenue apartment sometime 
between Sept. 26. and 27, per 
the NYPD.

The 33-year-old victim 
said that she left her place 
between Myrtle and Park av-
enues at 8 am on Sept. 26 and 
did not return until 1 pm the 
next day.

When she came in, she 
noticed the kitchen window 
ajar, and her desktop com-
puter nowhere to be found, 
police said.

Smash and grab
A reckless miscreant 

broke into a Greene Ave-
nue restaurant through the 
window on Sept. 22 and stole 
the cash register, according 
to the authorities.

An employee at the eatery 
between Waverly and Clinton 
avenues locked up the place 
at 1 am and returned at 7:20 
that same morning to find 
the window busted and the 
register taken, NYPD offi-
cials stated. 

Cops found the register 
up the street, on the corner 
of Waverly and Greene, ac-
cording to a police report. 
The owners said the regis-
ter had contained $1,300, of-
ficers recounted.

Little dig
A pickpocket struck 

aboard a G train on Sept. 25 
— grabbing a guy’s wallet 
with $400 inside, officers 
said.

The 26-year-old victim 
said that he was riding a 
Queens-bound Brooklyn 
local train at 6:55 pm, and 
when the train left the Ful-
ton Street stop a fellow pas-
senger jostled him more than 
once. 

When he got off at Clinton-
Washington, near the corner 
of Lafayette and Washing-
ton avenues, he noticed that 
his pocket had been picked, 
police said.

Two-by-floor
A trio of toughs beat a man 

unconscious with a piece of 
wood on Ashland Place on 

Sept. 25, then took his wal-
let, according to the author-
ities.

The 33-year-old victim 
said he was walking be-
tween Willoughby Street 
and DeKalb Avenue at 9 pm 
when a group of three ne’er-
do-wells approached. 

One of the brutes bashed 
the man in the face with a 
piece of wood without say-
ing a word, knocking him 
out, law enforcement officials 
said. When the guy woke up 
his billfold had been taken, 
cops said. He told police it 
contained $95 and his iden-
tification.

Handset
Cops arrested a teen who 

they say punched a younger 
teen in the face and stole her 
phone on Clinton Avenue on 
Sept. 26, according to a po-
lice report.

The 13-year-old victim 
said she was talking to some 
friends on Myrtle and Wil-
loughby avenues at 5:10 pm 
when the 18-year-old suspect 
came over and socked her in 
the head. 

The accused then grabbed 
the device and scrammed, 
the report states. Cops picked 
him up on Sept. 30 at 8:30 
am, they said.

No salvation
Some cold crooks took 

a bunch of donated shoes 
and jewelry from a Salva-
tion Army storage unit on 
Quincy Street sometime be-
tween Sept. 20 and 22, cops 
said.

A worker for the charity 
retailer reported that the unit 
in a building between Down-
ing Street and Classon Ave-
nue got closed up at 4:30 pm 
on Sept. 20, at 7 am, two days 
later, the items were discov-
ered gone.

The worker also recounted 
that the doors to the unit 
and to the building were 
not locked, and that some-
one had turned off the se-
curity system.

— Matthew Perlman

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

‘Snatcher’ bust
Police picked up a suspect 

who they say tried to snatch 
a woman’s purse on the cor-
ner of 11th and Ovington av-
enues in Dyker Heights on 
Sept. 28.

The victim was walk-
ing down the street some-
time between 9:10 and 9:30 
pm when the suspect came 
up from behind and alleg-

edly ripped the purse from 
around her neck before flee-
ing the scene.

The woman called the po-
lice, who tracked down the 
accused and arrested him, a 
report states. The victim got 
all of her stuff back, law en-
forcement officials said.

Laptop lifted
Two twerps stole a guy’s 

laptop on 73rd Street on Sept. 
27, police said.

The victim was walking 
on the street between 12th 
and 13th avenues in Dyker 
Heights at about 4 pm when 
two guys snatched his Len-
ovo P500 laptop and ran off, 
per the authorities.

Jawbreaker
A fiend with a revolver 

robbed a Third Avenue candy 
store on Sept. 24, NYPD of-
ficials said.

The desperado dropped 
into the sweet shop be-
tween 93rd and 94th streets 
in Bay Ridge at 8:50 pm wav-
ing the black pistol and told 
the clerk to put the money 
in the bag, police said. The 
clerk complied, and the ma-
rauder made off with $600, 
reports state.

Wall order
Police arrested a pair of 

men as they allegedly tried to 
break into a jewelry store near 
Fifth Avenue and 86th Street 
in Bay Ridge through an adja-
cent building on Sept. 26.

A witness called cops af-
ter seeing one suspect cutting 
a hole in the roof of a Fifth 
Avenue store that adjoined 
the bauble shop at 3 am, po-
lice said. The guy on the roof 
got into the building and he 
was trying to bust down a 
wall into the jewelry store 
before police cut him short, 
according to a report.

When the responding of-
ficer entered, one suspect 
threw his hands up and sup-
posedly said, “You got me,” 
per police.

Cops found the accom-
plice acting as a lookout 
around the corner, accord-
ing to officials.

Police charge that they 
found both men with two-
way walkie-talkies, police 
scanners tuned to the 68th 
Precinct’s frequency, ski 
masks, and latex gloves, of-
ficers said. 
 — Max Jaeger

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Fill ’er up
A pair of brazen bandits 

locked a Metropolitan Ave-
nue gas station attendant in 
his store and then tore apart 
an automatic teller machine 
to get to the cash inside on 
Sept. 25, cops said.

The clerk said the das-
tardly duo drove up to the 
gas station between Varick 
and Stewart avenues at 11:58 
pm, jumped out, and pulled 
the metal security gate down 
over the door, trapping the 
worker inside.

The treacherous twosome 
then hooked a chain to the 
security door of the cash ma-
chine, connected to the other 
end to their white 1998 Plym-
outh Voyager, and floored it 
until they ripped the cash ma-
chine wide open, according 
to a police report.

The land pirates concluded 
the dramatic heist by stuff-
ing their car with cash and 
peeling off, officers said. Po-
lice have the vehicle iden-
tification and license-plate 
numbers and are hot on the 
scent, they say.

Express lane
A prowler broke into a 

Flushing Avenue grocery 
store and stole cash out of 
the registers on Sept. 24, of-
ficers said.

The owner of the market 
between Bedford and Nos-
trand avenues reported that 
the thief forced his way in 
through a rear door to the 
store at 5 pm. The burglar 
snuck up to the front of the 
store, forced open two of the 
registers, and made off with 
$600, police said.

No manners
A lousy house-guest 

ripped off an acquaintance 
who invited him to hang out 
in his Scholes Street apart-
ment on Sept. 27, according 
to the authorities.

The 28-year-old victim 
said that he was on the side-
walk in front of his pad be-
tween Humboldt Street and 
Bushwick Avenue at 10 pm 
when a guy he sort of knew 
stopped to chat with him. 
The victim invited the man 
into his apartment to listen 
to some music and have some 
drinks, a report states.

The victim passed out 
a while later, and when he 
woke up, he found his JBL 
speakers, iPhone, iPad, lap-
top, wallet, credit card, driv-
er’s license, and $600 in cash, 
all taken.

Kept quiet
Someone stabbed an 

18-year-old man in the stom-
ach on Graham Avenue on 
Sept. 24 — and he refused 
to say who did it, according 
to a police report.

Police said the victim’s 
friend carried him to Wood-
hull Medical Center at 3:10 
pm and he told police that he 
had been stabbed between 
Moore and Siegel streets, 
but he refused to finger the 
culprit.

  — Danielle Furfaro
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Play it again!

Edison killed the vaudeville star — now the 
vaudeville star wants to kill Edison!

Dick Zigun, Coney Island’s unofficial mayor 
and the mastermind behind the Mermaid Pa-
rade, is reviving a play he wrote in 1985, which 
will run at his Surf Avenue fun palace Side-
shows by the Seashore from Oct. 10–Nov. 2. 
The Yale Drama School alum said the produc-
tion, titled “Dead End Dummy,” is an avant-
guarde take on an archaic subject — the turn-
of-the-century American stage phenomenon 
vaudeville.

“It’s a psychological portrait of a ventrilo-
quist’s descent into theatrical hell,” said play-
wright Dick Zigun. “He blames [Thomas] Edi-
son for death of vaudeville and sets out on a 
lifelong quest to get revenge.”

Edison is credited with inventing the mo-
tion picture projector, which sounded the death 
knell for the once-pervasive form of entertain-
ment, Zigun explained.

“It was considered a significant art form in 
the particular world that existed before the in-
vention of movies — particularly talkies — 
and all the electronic media,” he said.

The production draws on performative el-
ements from vaudeville and promises all the 
color and bawdy delight of an old-school stage 
show, including singing, ventriloquism, and 
the “antiquated [Francois] Delsarte acting sys-
tem of extreme gestures,” Zigun said.

Zigun won’t direct the play this time around 
— instead, he put it in the capable hands of lo-
cal author and performer  Trav S.D. , who has 
written a book on vaudeville.

And don’t expect a repeat of the performance 
from three decades ago, either, Zigun said.

“It’s a different interpretation of the one from 
’85,” he said. “I doubt there’s many people who 
are around who saw it back then.”

“Dead End Dummy” at Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island, www.coneyisland.com). Oct. 
10–Nov. 2 at 8 pm. $15. — Max Jaeger

T H E AT E R

Forget ghost stories this Halloween — lis-
ten to some ghost songs instead. 

“Ghost Quartet,” a live performance of songs 
about ghosts and other dead people, is com-
ing to the Bushwick Starr. The show will be-
gin haunting the theater on Oct. 8 and play 
through Nov. 1 — a fitting run given the sub-
ject matter, said one organizer. 

“It is a mysterious, moody show that is per-
fect for October,” said Bushwick Starr artistic 
director Noel Allian. 

The show is similar to a concept album, ex-
cept performed live, Allain said. The spooky 
song cycle touches on topics including love, 
death, and alcohol. 

The songs are played in a particular order, 
as if they were on four sides of a double record. 
Each is introduced with a title and there is min-
imal staging. In the songs are several separate 
stories that eventually reveal themselves to all 
be interconnected, explained Allain. 

“All of the stories intersect,” he said. “The 
ghost stories take place over different periods 
of time and pull from ‘The Fall of the House 
of Usher’ and some ‘Arabian Nights’ and then 
all weave together.”

Allain sat down with writer and director 
David Malloy a year and a half ago to work 
out a concept for the eerie songs. Malloy told 
Allain that he wanted a ghost story musical 
that takes place in a bar. He also insisted that 
whiskey should be a part of the show, so audi-
ence members will each get a glass of whiskey 
to drink at pertinent parts of the evening. 

“Ghost Quartet” at the Bushwick Starr (207 
Starr St. between Irving and Wyckoff avenues in 
Bushwick, www.thebushwickstarr.org). Wednes-
days and Sundays Oct. 8–Nov. 1 at 8 pm. $18.
 — Danielle Furfaro

By Robert Ham
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
hey are blowing his horn.

Legendary Greenpoint sax-
ophonist, composer, and activ-

ist Fred Ho may have passed away 
six months ago, but his music will 
live on when Ho’s former band, the 
Green Monster Big Band, comes 
together once again at the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music on Oct. 4. 
The large ensemble is comprised 
of young players and jazz vets that 
all share one common thread, ac-
cording to the band’s leader. 

“Everyone had a relation-
ship with Fred in one capacity 
or other,” said Marie Incontrera 
of the 18-piece multi-generational 
group. 

Ho passed away in April at 
age 56, due to complications with 
cancer. But despite his untimely 
passing, the Marxist musician left 
behind an extensive catalog of po-
litically-charged compositions, 
exploring themes including the 
black power movement, capital-
ism, and feminism. 

Incontrera first met Ho when 
she was enrolled in the New York 
Youth Symphony composition 
program, and then again when 
she was studying at the John Duffy 
Composers Institute in Norfolk, 
Virginia. She wound up studying 
privately with him for the better 
part of four years. 

Through it all, Incontrera said 
she felt a kinship with Ho’s pio-

neering work and his confronta-
tional spirit.

“His music is overtly political,” 
she said. “Everything that he does 
has that impetus behind it, and that’s 
just what I wanted to do.” 

That same radical edge will 
be on display in the Green Mon-
ster Big Band’s performance. 
The group will be playing a se-
lection of Ho’s compositions, in-
cluding “Float Like A Butterfly, 
Sting Like An Afro Asian Bum-
blebee,” a swinging ode to the 
equally brash Muhammad Ali, 
and the atonal reverie “Libera-
tion Genesis.” 

Ho’s music is poised to cast a 
long shadow on the musical world 
in the years to come, said Incon-
trera. The Green Monster Big Band 
will continue to get together for 
special performances, and another 
of Ho’s ensembles, the Eco-Music 
Big Band, will keep playing some 
of the late composer’s more chal-
lenging works and creating origi-
nal pieces inspired by them. 

“This was Fred’s way of pass-
ing the baton,” Incontrera said, 
“and encouraging new voices that 
are moving in the same trajectory 
as his own.” 

Fred Ho Memorial: A Scien-
tific Soul Green Monster Big 
Band Tribute at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, BAMcafe [30 
Lafayette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.
bam.org]. Oct. 4 at 9 pm. Free. 

Boo-sic
M U S I C

Going 
green
BAM hosts tribute to 
Greenpoint jazz legend 

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

W
hat a crazy random hap-
penstance!

New York Comic 
Con hits town Oct. 9–12, but 
the geeky good times are not 
confined to that weekend — 
or the Javits Center. On Oct. 4, 
Union Hall in Park Slope will 
host an interactive screenings 
of “Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along 

Blog” — a cult web series from 
“Buffy the Vampire” creator 
Joss Whedon — as part of the 
broader New York Super Week 
celebrations.

The event sold out so quickly 
that the organizers decided to 
add a second late-night show 
directly after the first, and one 
organizer said he expects it to 
be packed to the gills with hard-
core fans.

“It’s just going to be a lot of 

people who really love it and 
want to celebrate it with other 
people who love it,” said Mi-
chael Austin, who also hosts 
regular  sing-along nights  at 
Union Hall. 

“Dr. Horrible” follows the 
story of a bumbling wannabe 
supervillain, played by fan-fa-
vorite Neil Patrick Harris, as he 
tries to fulfill his evil destiny 
while also wooing his neigh-
bor (Felicia Day), who is dat-

ing a cocky superhero (Nathan 
Fillion). Written and produced 
during the 2007–2008 Writers 
Guild strike, the musical was 
shot on the cheap, and between 
Whedon’s star power and the 
dearth of other programming at 
the time, it was an instant hit.

A production bursting with 
catchy musical numbers and 
claiming a hardcore cadre of 
fans, “Dr. Horrible” is almost 
designed for group sing-along 
sessions. But this event is no or-
dinary “Dr. Horrible” screen-
ing. In the months leading up 
to the show, Austin and his col-
leagues have been busy imag-
ining and writing a sequel to 
the musical, which deals with 
the fallout of the dark, tragic 
ending of the series.

Do the weird stuff
‘Dr. Horrible’ part’s hit Gowanus

Green thumbs (and everything else): The late Fred Ho.
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Heroes in their own way: These guys will stage 
a sequel they wrote to “Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along 
Blog‚“ in between screenings of the actual series.
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See PARTY on page 10

www.myrtlecarservice.com
Base License: B02701

Airport Transportation

Corporate Accounts Welcome

Out-of-town

Competitive Rates

718-230-8100

Clinton Hill   
718-230-3003       

Fort Greene 
718-230-0999        

Bed-Stuy   
718-623-9393         

Dumbo       
718-623-1607

“We’re Back – Stronger Than Ever ! ”

Open 24/7.
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9921 Fourth Avenue  Brooklyn, NY 11209

COSMETIC: 718.833.2793  ALTERNATE: 718.833.7616
WWW.BAYRIDGEDERM.COM

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

Botox / Dysport / Xeomin  Facial Fillers  Spider Veins
Chemical Peels  Laser Hair Removal  Microdermabrasion
Fractional Resurfacing  Tattoo Removal

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com
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FRI, OCT. 3
ART, “CROSSING BROOKLYN — ART 

FROM BUSHWICK, BED-STUY, 
AND BEYOND”: Works by 35 
Brooklyn artists and collectives. $12 
(suggested). 11 am–6 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “INNER CITY STORIES”: Fea-
turing artwork exploring various 
aspects of inner city life. Free. 
Noon–7 pm. House of Art Gallery 
[408 Marcus Garvey Blvd. between 
Halsey and Macon streets in Crown 
Heights, (347) 663–8195], www.
hoagallery.com. 

DANCE, “LOVE & MONEY — EGYPT 
TO NEW YORK”: Liberation Dance 
Theater performs a physical essay 
charting the evolution of love. $14 
($10 advance). 7:30 pm. BRIC Arts 
Media House [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricartsmedia.org. 

COMEDY, DAVE HILL: With music 
provided by the Valley Lodge band. 
$10. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, THE BOTS, AUGUSTINES: 
$21. 8 pm. Rough Trade NYC [64 N. 
Ninth St. between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 388–
4111], www.roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, DAFT CLUB — DAFT PUNK 
TRIBUTE PARTY: Featuring DJ 
Orion & DJ Holla. Free. 10 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

SAT, OCT. 4
MUSIC, CAKE AND KISSES: More 

than 50 DJs and musical artists 
perform, including Nitty Scott MC, 
Dice Raw, Akrobatik, Akir, Icon the 
Mic King, and Napoleon Da Leg-
end. $10. 1 pm. The Paper Box [17 
Meadow St. between Bogart and 
Waterbury streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 383–3815], paperboxnyc.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN JAZZ WIDE 
OPEN: Featuring jazz musicians 
Scott Robinson, Michel Gentile, 
Daniel Kelly, and Rob Garcia. $10. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music [58 Seventh Ave. between 
Lincoln Place and Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 622–3300], 
www.bqcm.org. 

ART, TARGET FIRST SATURDAY: 
Highlighting Latino music, dance, 
and discussions on issues facing the 
community. Free. 5–11 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “DRAWINGS ALONG MYRTLE”: 
Works from Pratt Institute students 
and alumni will be displayed in busi-
nesses along Myrtle Avenue. Free. 
5–7 pm. (Myrtle Avenue between 
Carlton and Classon avnues in Clin-
ton Hill), www.myrtleavenue.org. 

READING, HERO SYSTEMS: Readings 
and performances by Ben Fama, 

Sophia LeFraga, Ana Bozicevic, 
Lyric Hunter, and Victoria Reis. 
Free. 7 pm. Wendy’s Subway 
[722 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Graham and Manhattan avenues 
in Williamsburg, (703) 772–1450], 
veryverylightcombat.tumblr.com/
herosystems. 

PRIME — THE QUEER DANCE PARTY 
FOR GROWN FOLKS: Queer 
dance party for the 30-plus set. $6 
before 11 pm, $8 after. 9:30 pm. 
Jack (505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Clinton Hill), www.jackny.org. 

SUN, OCT. 5
MUSIC, POMPEYA, VENSAIRE, 

SASHA FROM SIMPLE SYMME-
TRY: Album release. $10. 8:30 pm. 
Glasslands (289 Kent Ave. at S. Sec-
ond Street in Williamsburg), www.
glasslands.com. 

READING, ROBERT MARBURY: 
“Taxidermy Art” book release, plus 
a taxidermy fair, demonstrations, 
and music from Veveritse Brass 
Band. $10–$30. 3 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

BROOKLYN WORT HOMEBREW 
COMPETITION: Sample 30 home-
brew beers, eat food, and watch the 
judges pick the best brew. $45. 1 
pm and 3 pm. Threes Brewing (333 
Douglass St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus), www.
brooklynwort.com. 

MON, OCT. 6
MUSIC, THE MACHINE: Pink Floyd 

cover band. $15. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], www.brook-
lynbowl.com. 

FILM, “THE GOD OF COOKERY”: 
Part of an eight-fi lm Stephen Chow 
retrospective. $14. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Rose Cinemas [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Lafayatte Avenue and 
Hanson Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

MOTH STORYSLAM: Story tell-
ing competition hosted by Peter 
Aguero. $8. 7:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

TUES, OCT. 7
FILM, “EVERYBODY STREET”: 

Screening and discussion with 
street photographer Lucille For-
nasieri Gold and Brooklyn Historical 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Oct. 3

Click here
True story — nerd-
folk duo the Double-
clicks named one of 
their albums after a 
headline written by 
your esteemed arts 
editor. If this show of 
good taste is not 
enough to recom-
mend their gig at 
the Way Station 
tonight, go for the 
sweet and funny 
songs about role-
playing games, 
“Pride and Preju-
dice,” and internet 
trolls. And because 
they have a cello.

9 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between Prospect Place 
and St. Marks Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 
627–4949, www.waysta-
tionbk.blogspot.com]. $5.

SATURDAY
Oct. 4

Prost! 
Celebrate Oktober-
fest with some actual 
Germans at Zion 
German Evanglical 
Lutheran Church. 
Hoist your stein to 
live music, dancing, 
and a hearty meal of 
Deutschland 
delights, including 
bratwurst, sauer-
kraut, and potato 
salad.

3:30 pm at Zion German 
Evanglical Lutheran 
Church [125 Henry St. 
between Clark and 
Pierrepont streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
852–2453, www.ziongelc.
org]. $11–$25.

SUNDAY
Oct. 5

Kitty pride
If you still laugh every 
time someone sends 
you a Youtube video 
of a cat riding a 
Roomba, acting like a 
person, or dressed in a 
ridiculous outfit, the 
First (and Probably 
Last) Annual New York 
Film and Video Festi-
val for Humans is prob-
ably for you. There will 
be two editions — a 
kid-friendly screening 
in the afternoon, and 
an adults-only version 
at night. You can also 
bring your own cat vid-
eos to show.

1 pm and 8 pm at 
Galapagos Art Space [16 
Main St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 222–
8500, www.galapa-
gosartspace.com]. $20 
adults, $10 kids.

TUESDAY
Oct. 7

Bizarre Bard
Avant-garde Shake-
speare? Yes, it is the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music’s Next Wave 
festival. In “Shake-
speare’s Sonnets,” 
Bertolt Brecht’s Ber-
liner Ensemble will 
perform 25 sonnets 
set to music by 
singer-songwriter 
Rufus Wainwright. 
And the whole thing 
is directed by the 
inimitable Robert 
Wilson, so expect it 
to look spectacularly 
creepy and weird. 

7:30 pm at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. 
$25–$105.

THURSDAY
Oct. 9

British steel
The members are 
probably more likely 
to be sleeping after 
midnight these days, 
but British heavy 
metal band Judas 
Priest is still kicking 
on. The group is 
heading out to the 
highway to Barclays 
Center for some hot 
rockin’. Think they 
can’t rock forever? 
You’ve got another 
thing comin’.

8 pm at Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, www.
barclayscenter.com]. 
$47.40–$99.
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MON, OCT. 6
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: John Cena and Dean Am-
brose v. Randy Orton and Seth 
Rollins. $25–$105. 7:30 pm. 

TUE, OCT. 7
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

MACCABI TEL AVIV: Preseason 
game. $20–$250. 7:30 pm. 

THURS, OCT. 9
MUSIC, JUDAS PRIEST: With guests 

Steel Panther. $47.50–$99. 8 pm. 

THURS, OCT. 16
MUSIC, DEF JAM RECORDINGS 

30TH ANNIVERSARY CON-
CERT: Featuring Rick Ross, 2 
Chainz, DMX, Fabolous, Foxy 
Brown, Method Man, and more. 
$60–$190. 8 pm. 

SUN, OCT. 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

BOSTON CELTICS: Preseason 
game. $22–$300. 3 pm. 

MON, OCT. 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS: Pre-
season game. $20–$250. 7:30 
pm. 

SAT, OCT. 25
MUSIC, A NIGHT OF WORSHIP 

TO SAVE OUR YOUTH GOS-
PEL EXPLOSION: Featuring 
gospel artists Bishop Hezekiah 
Walker, Yolanda Adams, and 
Erica Campbell. $49.50–
$99.50. 7 pm. 

MON, OCT. 27
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO: With 

guests Christina Perri and 
MKTO. $35–$69.50. 7 pm. 

THURS, OCT. 30
MUSIC, POWERHOUSE 2014:  

Featuring J. Cole, Ne-Yo, 
Young Jeezy, Kid Ink, T.I., 
Childish Gambino, French 
Montana, Migos, Tinashe and 
Bobby Shmurda. $19.99–$199. 
7 pm. 

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s 
largest group 
of community 
newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds 

and Online

More muscles than a seafood platter: Catch John Cena 
and pals at Barclays Center Oct. 6 for “WWE Monday Night 
RAW.”
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345 Court Street (at Union Street)
For reservations (718) 852-5015
Website: MarcoPoloRistorante.com

Guess who’s coming to cook with 
chef-owner Marco Chirico!

Two top chefs from the region of Puglia, in the heel of the  
boot in Italy are coming to cook and share their secret family 

dinner recipes next week.  The dishes will be accompanied  
by aromatic and full-bodied red and white wines from  

Alberto Longo Vineyard in Lucera, Italy.

WHERE:  Marco Polo Ristorante  at 345 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, NY hosted by owner Joseph Chirico and the  

United Pugliesi Federation.

WHEN:  October 7th and 8th - Meet Chef Domenico Cilenti 
from the town of Peschici in the northern region of Gargano

October 9th and 10th - Meet Chef Alessandro Gallo from the 
seaside town of Trani. 

To visit a kitchen or for more information please contact 
Joseph Chirico – 718-852-5015
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*Third Course (Dolci)

$15
$15
$12
$15
$15
$15
$15
$13

$15
$15
$15
$15
$15
$14
$15

Second Course

$12
$8

$12
$8

$12

$10
$8

$10
$10

First Course

Soup & Sandwick $12.95

House Wines By The Glass 25% Off

*Three Course Lunch Menu Available for $25

Brunch: Lunch: Mon.–Fri. 12–3

Private Party Room Available | 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  | 12 Noon to 12 Midnight 

 

Introducing Brunch at

Lunch/Brunch

The problems with plastic, vinyl windows:

•  Even through normal temperature changes, vinyl 
windows and patio doors can expand, contract, 
warp and leak. 

•  If their seals break and the insulating gas escapes, 
your energy efficiency goes out the window.

The solution is our Fibrex® window:

•  We’re the replacement window division of 
Andersen, and they developed our Fibrex 
material to meet their superior standards.

•   Fibrex is so strong it helps prevent 
glass movement, seal failure, and 
discomfort in your home.

•  Our exclusive Fibrex material is 
twice as strong as vinyl, and—
unlike wood — requires 
virtually no maintenance.*

�

Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

1-877-844-9204

 Only through October 31st

This special ends 
October 31st!

The people who want these 
windows and patio doors later 
simply won’t get this deal!

You get the windows,  
we pay the interest

Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan. 
Offer expires October 31st, 2014

or

5 YEARS 
NO INTEREST1

SAVE 20% 
on windows, patio doors AND installation1

Yes, we are discounting ALL THREE!

1Restrictions and conditions apply; see your local representative for details. Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. No adjustments to previous orders. Offer not available in all areas, 20% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum purchase of 4 or more windows. Offer does not include bay/bow windows. 
Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan. As part of the Instant Product Rewards Plan, all homeowners must be present and must purchase during the initial visit to qualify. To qualify for 20% discount offer, initial contact for a free Window Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 10/31/14 with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days 
after the initial contact. 0% APR for 60 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 60 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently 
owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, 
counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License #: H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of 
Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2014 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2014 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *See limited warranty for details.

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t is a blast from the past.

Fort Greene artist Dread 
Scott has never been one to 

shy away from controversy, 
and on Oct. 7 under the arch-
way of the Manhattan Bridge, 
he will try not to shy away 
from a powerful blast of water 
emanating from a firehose. 
Scott will be soaked as part 
of a performance piece that 
evokes iconic images of civil 
rights workers being hosed for 
their activism in the 1960s, 
but the artist says it is about 
more than that.

“Fundamentally, it’s about 
the struggle for freedom,” he 
said. “The people who have 
fought for freedom have been 
battered and brutalized. And 
that struggle is vital and im-
portant.”

Scott, whose working name 
references the 1857 Dred Scott 
Supreme Court decision that 
declared African Americans 
could not be citizens, has also 
grappled with oppression and 
the limits of democracy in the 
past. In a 2012 piece, he read 
from that court decision while 
four nude black men stood 
around him guarded by bark-
ing German Shepherds. The 

audience then filed past and 
into a voting booth — reflect-
ing on the idea of a democracy 
rooted in slavery, he said. 

In another piece, Scott 
burned a copy of the United 

States Constitution, and in 
1988, he created an installa-
tion titled “What is the Proper 
Way to Display a U.S. Flag?” 
which invited viewers to 
stand on the stars and stripes 

as they wrote a response to 
the piece in a ledger.

Scott’s new performance, 
“On the Impossibility of Free-
dom in a Country Founded on 
Slavery and Genocide,” will 
see him stand at one end of 
the Manhattan Bridge arch-
way while water from a fire-
hose is blasted from the other 
end. He will stay in the pres-
surized stream, walking to-
wards the source, for as long 
as he can. He hopes to make 
it up to a full hour, but admit-
ted he has no idea how long 
he will be able to last.

“I suspect I’ll be knocked 
down a few times,” Scott said. 
“I’ll be beat around and bat-
tered a little.”

Scott has lived in Fort 
Greene since the ’90s and 
is currently working out of 
a studio in Dumbo. His con-
nection to the neighborhood 
is part of the reason he chose 
the archway as the location for 
the performance. But he also 
considered Walt Whitman’s 
connection to the area, and the 
poet’s vocal support for the 
emancipation of slaves.

“There’s a history to this,” 
he said.

And remembering history 
is how Scott reminds himself 
that he will make it through 
the physical challenge of the 
firehose piece, he said.

“If people have histori-
cally been able to stand up to 
this, so can I,” said Scott.

Dread Scott will perform  
beneath the Manhattan 
Bridge archway (off of An-
chorage Place between 
Pearl and Plymouth streets 
in Dumbo). Oct. 7 at 1 pm. 
Free.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A 
new play coming to Wil-
liamsburg’s Brick The-
ater sounds like bad 

news for struggling actors. 
“The Uncanny Valley,” 

which runs Oct. 8–19, is a 
Faustian story about a man 
who signs away his soul. And 
the star of the play is a “robot 
thespian.” That is right — a 
robot. He does not even have 
an Actors Equity card. 

But the automaton actor 
isn’t just some gimmick, said 
the play’s writer and direc-
tor — he is also the show’s 
inspiration.

“As I was playing with 

the robot, I thought of the 
idea of Faust, which is an 
old paradigm, and how to 
connect that to current day,” 
said Francesca Talenti.

Talenti, who is a media 
studies professor at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, borrowed the ro-
bot from the school’s com-
puter science department af-
ter it bought the humanoid toy 
for $50,000. The machine can 
replicate a human’s face and 
mannerisms via video and 
motion capture tools. 

“A lot of organizations use it 
for displays and to answer sim-
ple questions, but I thought I 
could use it for something more 
challenging,” she said. 

The play tells the story of 
Edwin, a young man who 
agrees to participate in a sci-
entific study that requires him 
to upload his mind into a ro-
bot named Dummy.  

Dummy’s face changes 
throughout the play. At first 
cartoonish, he ends up look-
ing like a replica of lead actor 
Alphonse Nicholson. 

Talenti spent months with 
the robot, figuring out how 
far she could push it and how 
much it could do. She learned 
that it could say a series of lines 

and also react to what others 
said around it, meaning that 
it could “act” in a play. 

But just like a real actor, 
the droid can be a diva.

“It is not perfect. We cannot 
trigger every single line,” said 
Talenti. “It is challenging.”

“The Uncanny Valley” at 
the Brick Theater [579 Met-
ropolitan Ave. near Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
285–3863, www.brickthe-
ater.com]. Oct. 8, 10–11, 
16–18 at 8 pm, Oct. 12 and 
19 at 2 pm. $18.

Water works
Artist to be blasted with fi rehose

Bot topic
W’burg play stars robot

Under the bridge: Artist Dread Scott.

Robo-prop : Alphonse Nicholson and his co-star.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Pa

ul
 D

av
is



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-250010  AWP  October 3–9, 2014

Model Homes Open Daily 10-6

Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin Beechwood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne,
p g p p jp g p p

NY.  *Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.  **Free 1 year YMCA membership
j yj y

with home purchase. ¶ The Baja owners units include granite & stainless kitchens/designer upgrades.
y j g y py j g y

Arverne By The Sea

• Starting at $599,000*
• Income-Producing Two-Family Homes
• Beachfront Living 
• Rooftop Terraces
• 20-year tax abatement
• Gourmet Granite & Stainless Kitchens¶

• Designer Upgrades¶ 
• Free Membership to YMCA**

Arverne By The Sea

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

The New Baja Model

Th B jThe Baja

    Starting at 

$599,000*

By Ruth Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hey love to boogie on a Satur-
day night!

Long-running glam-rock party 
Glamdammit will celebrate 10 years of 
feathered hairdos, heavy makeup, and 
tight spandex at the Grand Victory in 
Williamsburg on Oct. 4. And the genre 
is still in fashion after all these years, 
according to the event’s founder.

“I think we’ve kind of seen a renais-
sance of a glamorous aesthetic,” said 
Twig the Wonder Kid, whose moniker 
comes from a David Bowie song. “If 
you look at the major artists nowadays, 
a lot of them have ’70s makeup and 
outfits like that — kind of the oppo-
site of grunge, in a way. I think peo-
ple are embracing that again.”

In fact, all the young dudes show up 
in droves to feel the noise as live bands 
and DJs play glam, punk, and rock tunes 
at the monthly ballroom blitz, the DJ 
and nightlife promoter said.

“I’d say the crowd is in their 20s and 
30s, though we do get some old-time rock 

’n’ rollers come out, too,” he said. “Sur-
prisingly, there’s a lot of young people 
who are into glam and punk rock.”

Twig started Glamdammit in 2004, 
after staging several successful one-
off shows, including a David Bowie 
tribute night  and a glam-rock-themed 
New Years Eve party. The night took 
place at various bars in Manhattan for 
eight years, but in 2012, Twig finally 
brought the party  to Brooklyn — which 
is where it now belongs, he said.

“This party in part is rock ’n’ roll, 
and it seems like the rock scene has 
moved more into Brooklyn now than 
Manhattan,” said Twig, who lives in 
Bushwick.

Over Glamdammit’s decade of ex-
istence, plenty of rock royalty have 
stopped by to show some hot love and 
take a walk on the wild side. Guest 
DJs have included Andy Rourke from 
the Smiths, Transvision Vamp singer 
Wendy James, fashion designer Keanan 
Duffty, and former T. Rex publicist B.P. 
Fallon. Other highlights have included 
a “Rocky Horror Picture Show” Hal-
loween party, and an Andy Warhol-

themed show, where revellers dressed 
up like people from the Factory scene, 
Twig said.

The anniversary show will include 
performances by glam tribute band 
Michael T and the Vanities, and the 
Brats, a punk outfit that began as an 
offshoot of the New York Dolls in the 
1970s, and has played with the likes 
of Blondie, the Ramones, Television, 
and Talking Heads.

“They’re still playing and they still 
put on an amazing performance,” 
said Twig.

Twig said he hopes Glamdammit has 
the same kind of staying power. 

“I hope I do it for another hundred 
years,” he said. “This party really like 
my labor of love. I don’t really gain 
anything from it financially. The rea-
son I do it is because it’s the type of 
party I want to go to.”

Glamdammit 10th anniversary at 
the Grand Victory [245 Grand St. be-
tween Driggs Avenue and Roebling 
Street in Williamsburg, (347) 529–
6610, www.thegrandvictory.com]. 
Sept. 4 at 11 pm. $10.

“ ‘Dr. Horrible” broke my 
heart the first time I watched 
it,” said Austin. “In our ver-
sion we’ve brought one of 
the characters back from the 
dead, but it still isn’t super 
happy. To whitewash it and 
make a perfect happy end-
ing didn’t seem very sin-
cere.”

The three sections of the 
musical will be screened in 
parts, with Austin and the 
rest of the cast perform-
ing their sequel in be-
tween. In order to under-
stand the sequel, viewers 
will need to have watched 
all of “Dr. Horrible” before-
hand, but Austin said he is 
not worried about spoiling 
the original ending for his 
audience.

“I don’t think anyone will 
be coming who hasn’t seen it 

before,” he said. “The sing-
along is really for the su-
perfans.”

Austin encouraged fans 
to show up in costume — ei-
ther from the musical or in-
spired by other characters in 
the Whedon-verse. The ac-
tual musical is only about 45 
minutes long, but the show 
is going to run about two 
hours. Along with Aus-
tin’s sequel, the party will 
be jam-packed with other 
“Dr. Horrible”-centric cel-

ebrations, including trivia, 
a costume contest, and a 
drinking game through-
out the night that will have 
the audience knocking back 
booze whenever certain cues 
come on screen.

“Dr. Horrible’s Sing-
Along Blog” sing-along at 
Union Hall [702 Union St. 
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
260–4000, www.uninon-
hallny.com]. Oct. 4 at 11:45 
pm. $10.

PARTY...
Continued from page 7

Thrive-in Saturday
W’burg glam-rock party celebrates 10 years

Word’s pick 
“Station Eleven” by Emily St. 

John Mandel: I have read my share of 
post-apocalyptic fiction, but rarely has it 
had a heart like this. In a world decimated 
by a deadly flu, 
a ragged troupe 
of musicians 
and actors trav-
els the Midwest, 
bringing art to 
those who have 
survived. Their 
story alternates 
with scenes 
from the world 
as it used to be 
— full of cell 
phones and ce-
lebrities, office jobs and air travel. Man-
del ties together the linked stories of a 
child actress, grown up into a brave 
new world; an actor, his wives, and his 
son; and a photographer turned emer-
gency medical technician who watches 
the world collapse from a glassy tower. 
Genre-hopping, full of mysteries and 
small pleasures, “Station Eleven” has the 
eerie beauty of a starless night — and 
can induce just as many shivers.

— Molly Templeton, Word [126 

Franklin St. at Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096,  www.word-
brooklyn.com ].

BookMark’s pick
“Leaving Time” by Jodi Picoult: 

A novel full of love, loss, regret, and 
Picoult’s signature style of redemption. 
Young Jenna Metcalf has never stopped 
thinking about 
her mother, Al-
ice, who disap-
peared in the 
wake of a tragic 
accident. With 
all of her life 
savings, Jenna 
enlists the help 
of a washed-up 
psychic and the 
alcoholic detec-
tive originally 
assigned to the 
case 10 years ago. Refusing to believe 
that she was abandoned, Jenna never 
gives up hope. As the trio uncover se-
crets that have long been buried, they 
realize it may be easier to not know what 
happened that night long ago. Picoult’s 
latest gripping tale comes to a stunning 
conclusion that leaves little doubt to the 
power of her written word.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, The 
BookMark Shoppe [8415 Third Ave. 
between 84th and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833–5115,  www.book-
markshoppe.com ].

Greenlight’s pick
“The Antiquarian” by Gustavo 

Faveron Patriau: A literary mystery 
about an antiquarian book collector 
slowly descending into madness af-
ter being committed for killing two 
women? I 
couldn’t help 
but be at least a 
little intrigued. 
While excep-
tionally creepy, 
this novel has 
i n c r e d i b l e 
depth as it ex-
plores moral-
ity and loyalty 
within the con-
text of some 
of the darkest 
parts of humanity. 

— Emily Russo Murtagh, Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between S. 
Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.
greenlightbookstore.com ].

Recommended reads
Booksellers give their top picks for new lit

Society head of collection 
management Julie Ma. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, I’M NEW HERE 
— CAN YOU SHOW ME 
AROUND?: Maeve Hig-
gins and Jon Ronson host 
a night of stand-up and in-
terviews. $10 ($8). 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

WED, OCT. 8
READING, GARY SHTEYN-

GART: “Little Failure” 
paperback launch. Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

SCI-FI EXPLOSION: Chris 
Cummins hosts a night 
celebrating sci-fi , including 
talks, video clips, trivia, and 
music by a guy dressed 
as Skeletor. $10. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

THURS, OCT. 9
SWORDRAISER — THE 

GAMES WE PLAY: Letters 
of Marque Theater Com-
pany presents a theater 
performance, music from 
Samuel Day and Friends, 
and a Cards Against Hu-
manity tournament. $10. 
7:30 pm. (261 Douglass St. 
between Nevins Street and 
Third Avenue in Gowanus), 
www.lomtheater.org. 

TALK, THIS IS YOUR BRAIN 
ON LIES: Neuroscientists 
Peter Mende-Siedlecki 
and Caitlin Shure give an 
illustrated lecture dispel-
ling myths about the sci-
ence of brains. $8. 8 pm. 
Morbid Anatomy Museum 
[424 Third Ave. at Seventh 
Street in Gowanus, (347) 

799–1017], www.morbidan-
atomymuseum.org. 

FRI, OCT. 10
ART, “GOWANUS WILD”: 

Miska Draskoczy presents 
photos of the Gowanus 
landscape. Free. 6–8:30 
pm. The Ground Floor 
Gallery [343 Fifth St. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth 
avenues, (646) 801–3338], 
www,groundfl oorbk.com. 

MUSIC, BIG EYED BLUES 
FESTIVAL: Performances 
by Big Eyed Blues Youth 
Ensemble, Madame Pat 
Tandy, Ayodele Maakheru, 
and the Bette Stuy Quar-
tet. Plus a panel on blues 
and poetry. $20. 7 pm. Jazz 
966 [966 Fulton St. at St. 
James Place in Clinton Hill, 

(718) 638–6910], www.big-
eyedbluesfestival.com. 

ROTH-TOBERFEST PIG 
ROAST: Pig roast, German 
beer, and DJs spinning Van 
Halen and German heavy 
metal. $15. 7–11 pm. The 
Diamond [43 Franklin St. 
between Calyer and Quay 
streets in Bushwick, (718) 
383–5030], www.thedia-
mondbrooklyn.com. 

SAT, OCT. 11
THEATER, “CARLTON 

HOUSE, JANE AUSTEN 
AND THE PRINCE RE-
GENT”: Reading of Lynn 
Marie Macy’s one-act com-
edy. Free. 2:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Heights Library [280 
Cadman Plaza West at Til-
lary St. in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 624–3614]. 

MUSIC, RAGE OF ARMA-
GEDDON FEST TWO: 
Whiplash, Deceased, 
Hobbs Angel of Death, 
Blood Feast, Meth-
ane, Anger as Art, False 
Prophet, Thanatonic De-
sire, Inhumation, and more. 
$25–$30. 3:30 pm. The 
Paper Box [17 Meadow 
St. between Bogart and 
Waterbury streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 383–3815], 
www.paperboxnyc.com. 

TIME AFTER TIME — ROMY 
AND MICHELE’S TRIBUTE 
DANCE PARTY: Including 
a Post-it photo booth and 
costume contest. $7 ($5 
advance). 10 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Drawing room: This piece by Pratt Institute student 
Will Hutnick will be shown in a store on Myrtle Av-
enue as part of ”Drawings Along Myrtle” on Oct. 4.

W
ill
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Space oddities: Glam outfits and makeup are encouraged at Glamdammit.
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YOUR SMILE CAN BE 
LIFE CHANGING

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection of oral 
cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for recontouring 
gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening for safe, 
immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive diode 
laser that can detect decay while 
it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Cosmetic Porcelain 
Veneer Special

$750 / Veneer
Call us today for the extreme makeover you have always wanted
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FTER

          B
EFO

R
E

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P, 2

Call Today to Schedule 
a Convenient Appointment

          Take   B   or   Q   Train
             to Kings Highway

           B68, B82 & B7

Rogers Fund,  
established  
in 1994 with

$712,000 

Grants given  
from the fund to  
nonprofits, to date

$861,000

Market value  
of the fund
(as of March 2014)

$1,521,000
$

$ $
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Questions about your giving? 
We have answers.

Contact our counsel, Jane Wilton, at (212) 686-2563 or janewilton@nyct-cfi.org

What’s your
charitable dream?
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When Harry met Sarah, he was a taxi driver 
who “never had a nickel.” Sarah, a passenger in his cab, was a 
nurse who listened to patients’ stock tips and invested. They had 
a storybook marriage. 

Sarah set aside money to take care of Harry. After their deaths, 
the remaining money started the Sarah and Harry Rogers Fund in 
The New York Community Trust to maintain parks and protect the 
City’s air and water. We continue to make grants in their names.

Sunday, Oct 5, 2014  

8 AM Festivities,  
Cadman Plaza North 
9 AM Walk, 
Brooklyn Bridge Park

REGISTER TODAY: 
brooklynheartwalk.org

Have fun and fight 
Heart Disease, the  

#1 killer of men & women  

in the U.S.

Join the 
BROOKLYN
HEART 
WALK

Media SponsorLocal Sponsor

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

The unions are out and 
New York University is back 
in business.

New York University Lan-
gone Medical Center has put 
its name back on a deal to 
redevelop Long Island Col-
lege Hospital after a judge 
dismissed a lawsuit brought 
by staffer unions demand-
ing employees of the former 
Cobble Hill hospital be re-
hired at a smaller medical 
operation to be run by the 
school as part of a luxury 
residential development on 
the site. The ruling by Judge 
Johnny Lee Baynes came as 
the redevelopment deal ap-
peared on the brink of fall-
ing apart completely thanks 
to the university pulling out 
and leaving developer For-
tis Property group without 
the medical partner it built 
its bid around. The ruling 
followed  State University of 
New York chairman Carl Mc-
Call threatening  to shutter 
the emergency department 
the state has maintained 
since it closed the hospital 
on May 22, as reported by 
Capital New York.

McCall hailed the latest 
development in the saga that 
began when his team first 
tried to close the hospital in 
Feb. 2013.

“NYU Langone Medical 
Center can soon begin pro-
viding their world-class ser-
vices, and SUNY can return 
to providing its students with 
a world-class education,” he 
said in a statement.

The $240-million Fortis 
sale was the third redevel-
opment bid to be considered 
after talks collapsed around 
the preceding proposals. The 
bids came out of a complex 
scoring process mandated by 
a February court settlement 
that ended  a lawsuit brought 
by community groups and 
staffers unions seeking to halt 
the closure . The unions  sued 

LICH deal resuscitated
NYU back at the operating table after judge’s ruling

again in August , saying New 
York University was failing 
to hire former hospital work-
ers to staff its planned health-
care facility, as the settlement 
says it must.

In his ruling, Baynes 
wrote that the means of en-
forcing the terms of the settle-
ment, as the New York State 
Nurses Association and an-
other union demanded, is not 
actually a part of the settle-
ment, and thus he had to butt 
out of the sale.

“It is the court’s find-
ing that the relief sought 
by NYSNA was never con-
templated by the settlement 
agreement between the par-
ties,” he wrote.

A rep for the union said 
the legal team had not yet de-
cided whether to appeal.

“We are disappointed in 
the ruling. We are reviewing 
the court’s decision and con-
sidering our options. We re-
main committed to protecting 
care for Brooklyn patients,” 
said New York State Nurses 
Association spokeswoman 
Eliza Bates.

As for New York Univer-

sity, honchos there are happy 
to have gotten their way.

“NYU Langone Medical 
Center is looking forward to 
expanding our practice of ex-
cellent healthcare at the NYU 
Langone Cobble Hill facil-
ity,” a spokeswoman said.

Employees and activists 
rallied in front of the shut-
tered hospital last week 
alongside pols, including 
Comptroller Scott Stringer, 
councilmen Steve Levin (D–
Brooklyn Heights) and Car-
los Menchaca (D–Red Hook), 
and Democratic Assembly 
nominee Jo Anne Simon. 
Stringer condemned the sell-
ing-off of the medical cam-
pus this way:

“What has happened over 
the last 18 months is noth-
ing short of disgraceful,” he 
said at the rally on Sept. 24. 
“We have put luxury con-
dos at the forefront of this 
discussion.”

Stringer’s hand-wring-
ing signalled a challenge to 
Mayor DeBlasio, who dur-
ing his 2013 campaign  got 
himself arrested at a protest 
to save the hospital , but as 

mayor called the February 
settlement “truly historic,” 
though it meant closing the 
hospital.

The only piece of the for-
mer hospital still open is a 
freestanding emergency de-
partment that does not ac-
cept ambulances, which crit-
ics argue makes it a glorified 
walk-in clinic. Services at the 
planned complex are set to in-
clude the emergency depart-
ment, observation beds, pri-
mary and preventative care 
offices, nine specialty de-
partments, an ambulatory 
surgery center, and a hu-
man immunodeficiency vi-
rus clinic, according to the 
developer.

The state university sys-
tem took over the hospital 
from the management com-
pany Continuum Health Part-
ners in 2011, then claimed the 
facility was a money loser 
and tried to close it. A re-
port by the Brooklyn Eagle 
claims that state administra-
tors  failed to bill for more 
than $100 million in patient 
services  while the medical 
center was still open.

Comptroller Scott Stringer called the death of Long Island College Hospital 
“a disgrace” at a Sept. 24 rally.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

They were caught orange-
handed.

Police arrested a pair of 
hungry teens who they say 
broke into the Williamsburg 

Frito-Lay factory on Sept. 
27 and stole several cases of 
Doritos and other chips.

The 14-year-old and 
15-year-old busted into the 
potato-chip plant on Morgan 
Avenue at Ten Eyck Street 

at 7:45 pm and snuck into 
a storage room to get their 
hands onto a family-sized 
haul of the snacks, cops 
said.

The hungry youngsters 
must have thought they had 

Flavor-dusting for prints
Police: Teens stole Doritos from chip factory

arrived at Cooler Ranch it-
self when they made off with 
a case of nacho cheese Dor-
itos, a case of Doritos Dina-
mita — it is unclear which 
variety — a case of Chee-
tos, a case of Lays, and a last 
case of Doritos, the flavor of 
which went unrecorded in a 
police report. But officers 
tracked the suspects down 
and charged them with fel-
ony burglary.
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The specialists at New York Methodist
Hospital are a step ahead in using robotic
surgery to treat conditions in a growing
number of fields including  gynecological
and urologic disorders, thoracic surgery,
prostate cancer, and more. This tech-
nique is known to be extremely precise,
with fewer complications – and typically re-
sults in a quicker recovery, less pain, and
shorter hospital stay for patients.  That
means you can get back more quickly to
what’s most important.  Your life.

“I needed surgery but 
couldn’t be out of 
commission for too long.”

506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn • 877-362-7148 • www.nym.org

Institute for Advanced and 
Minimally Invasive Surgery

We fixed that.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

ness in the appearance of the 
skin. Check to see if there is 
any change in symmetry or 
size of the breasts.

Continue the examina-
tion with hands placed by 
the hips and then again with 
your hands elevated overhead 
with your palms pressed to-
gether.

Next you will move on to 
a physical examination. This 
can be done either by reclin-
ing on a bed, the floor, or any 
flat surface. The exam can 
also be done in the shower. 

To begin examining the 
breasts, place the hand and 
arm for the breast you will 
be examining behind your 
head. Use the pads of your 
pointer, middle, and ring fin-
gers to push and massage at 
the breast in a clockwise mo-
tion. 

Begin at the outer portion 
of the breast, slowly work-
ing inward in a circular mo-

tion until you are at the nip-
ple. Be sure to also check the 
tissue under the breast and 
by the armpit.

Do the same process on the 
opposite breast. Note if there 
are any differences from one 
breast to the other. 

If you find any abnormal-
ities, mark them down on an 
illustration that you can bring 
to the doctor. Or, if you can 
get an appointment immedi-
ately, draw a ring around the 
area with a pen so that you 
will be able to show the doc-
tor directly where you have 
concern.

It is a good idea to con-
duct a breast self-exam once 
a month and not when men-
struating, when breasts may 
change due to hormone fluc-
tuation. Frequent examina-
tions will better acquaint you 
with what is normal with your 
breasts and better help you 
recognize if something feels 
abnormal.  

Storm Warning Snaps On Problem Gone

FRAME IT

SNAP IT ON

1

2

Easy On... Easy Off...

BrakeWater 
Technologies

Introduces 
a Two Part 

Protection System
That  

STOPS  
Flooding!

brakewater.com

SAVE $250
Per Window & Door Opening

Keep this ad.

Bracci Fence & Ironworks presents:

THE AFFORDABLE WAY 
TO PREVENT FLOOD DAMAGE
Stop Floods Through Windows And Doors!

DON’T LET IT HAPPEN AGAIN! 
THE AFFORDABLE SUBMERSIBLE ANSWER!!

BrakeWater Technologies 

& Bracci Fence & Ironworks

support Breast Cancer Research

Continued from page 1

TEST...

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

This gadget will keep your 
thumbs busy even when the 
cell towers are down.

GoTenna is a Williams-
burg startup that makes a 
walkie-talkie-like cellphone 
accessory to allow people to 
text-message each other even 
when phone service is out, 
or in areas with no recep-
tion. The company’s founders 
want to help people commu-
nicate in the event of disas-
ters and diminish reliance on 
Big Telecom.

“The future of commu-

nication is distributed,” said 
Daniela Perdomo, one of the 
company’s founders. “We’re 
making tools that reduce our 
dependence on centralized 
communication.”

Perdomo came up with the 
idea when she had trouble 
reaching friends in Red Hook 
after Hurricane Sandy. Cell-
phone providers had prob-
lems, and communication 
was completely cut off in 
certain areas, she said.

“The winds and rain 
just shut everyone down,” 
she said.

GoTenna connects to 

Walkie-textie
No bars, no problem with this invention

(Above) Kaustubh Kagalkar, an engineer for GoTen-
na, wears one of the company’s walkie-textie tools 
attached to his backpack. (Below) GoTenna found-
ers Daniela and Jorge Perdomo say their product 
empowers people to break free of Big Telecom.
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Eye on technology and 
innovation in Brooklyn

cellphones through Blue-
tooth and lets users fire off 
texts and location informa-
tion through a radio signal 
that other GoTenna users can 
receive. They system allows 
single messages, group mes-
sages, or broadcast messages 
that anyone using a GoTenna 
in the area will get.

In an open area with 
enough elevation, the walkie-
texties can send signals as far 
as 50 miles. In the denser con-
fines of Kings County that 
range is probably closer to 
one mile. But during an emer-
gency, when the lights are 
out and phones are down, it 
is important for people to be 
in contact with their neigh-
bors, Perdomo said.

“In Red Hook when people 
couldn’t communicate with 
each other, no one knew who 
had which resources,” she 
said. “This would have al-
lowed people within a neigh-
borhood to communicate.”

She anticipates people 
using the gizmo in less dire 
situations as well. The de-
vices are also good for hik-
ing trips or large outdoor 
events such as musical fes-
tivals or the New York City 
Marathon, where traditional 
cell service often grinds to 
a halt, she said.

The GoTenna is currently 
being sold on the company’s 
website for pre-order at $149 
per pair, and will start ship-
ping early next year. The 
company does everything 
except for its manufactur-
ing in the borough. The team 
hopes to one day use a factory 
closer to home than Mexico 
but says that, for now, it is too 
expensive. Making a com-
pany here is a real achieve-
ment, given all the financial 
and regulatory barriers, Per-
domo said.

“We’re really proud to 
have started in Brooklyn,” 
she said. “It’s hard to do any-
thing in New York.”

Techno Files
Black Girls Code, a 

group that tries to give girls 
of color a leg up in science 
and technology, is holding a 
panel discussion in Boerum 
Hill this month. The  “Women 
of Color in Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Math” 
panel  will feature women 
speaking about their expe-
riences and careers. It will 
take place on Oct. 11 at the 
Young Women’s Christian 
Association on Third Ave-
nue, and is free to attend with 
online registration.

• • •
Brooklyn On Tech 

launched this week with a 
fund-raiser at Etsy Labs in 

Dumbo. The program is set 
to provide mentoring and ex-
tracurricular programming to 
20 juniors and seniors from 
Brooklyn high schools, put-
ting them in touch with tech 
professionals and helping pre-
pare them to pursue higher 
education in tech fields.

• • •
Heritage Radio Net-

work, the foodie internet ra-
dio station housed in famed, 
L-train-adjacent pizzeria Ro-
berta’s, is teaming up with 
the Brooklyn Winery for a 
night of music, food, and li-
bations on Oct. 16. “The Big 
Crush: A Celebration of Wine 
and Food Radio” will include 
a new vintage from the win-
ery plus live music, a record-
ing booth to capture stories 
about people’s crushes, and a 
raffle to benefit the station.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A handcuffed corpse sur-
faced in the harbor near Ikea 
in Red Hook on Monday 
morning, police said.

Police received a call about 
the body in the water at 9:37 

am and officers in boats re-
sponded to Erie Basin, the 
cove created by the industrial 
peninsulas at the ends of Van 
Brunt and Columbia streets. 
The body was retrieved near 
the end of Columbia Street 
and turned out to be hand-
cuffed in the front and wear-

ing a shackle on the left leg, 
officers said.

The body was fully 
clothed, according to a po-
lice spokesman who de-
scribed it as “not badly de-
composed.”

A police investigation is 
underway, officers said.

Body discovered by Ikea
The Red Hook basin where cops found a handcuffed body on Monday.
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YOUR BEST DEFENSE AGAINST A  STORM 
MAY BE  A  SHOPPING CART.
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

OUR TOUGH & TENDER BOROUGH PRESIDENT

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

He’s going off about the 
rails.

Borough President Ad-
ams blasted Mayor DeBlasio 
and Gov. Cuomo for snub-
bing Brooklyn when they 
took short subway trips to 

emphasize that the transit 
system is safe from terror 
attacks, following word of 
a possible terror plot last 
Thursday.

“Their symbolic sub-
way rides followed the typ-
ical pattern of ignoring the 
impact that terror concerns 

have on Brooklyn and the 
other boroughs, which are 
also potentially at risk,” Ad-
ams said in a statement.

The mayor’s brief ride 
with police chief Bill Brat-
ton from City Hall to Union 
Square in Manhattan fol-
lowed Iraqi prime minister 

Haider AlAbadi  telling re-
porters  that his government 
had intelligence showing the 
group called the Islamic State 
is planning attacks on the 
New York and Paris sub-
ways. Cuomo took his own 
trip from the World Trade 
Center to Penn Station.

Manhattan trans-gression
Eric Adams fumes over NY terror-threat response

In a phone call, Adams 
explained that the gestures 
were important, but said the 
officials should have made 
stops in his borough to show 
residents they care.

“If a threat is against the 
system, it’s against the whole 
system,” he said.

Adams noted the 1997 
pipe-bomb plot targeting 
Atlantic Terminal as evi-
dence that Brooklyn is a tar-
get, adding that many of the 
city’s emergency command 
centers are housed in Down-
town’s MetroTech Center of-
fice campus.

“We should take a look 
at these high-profile ar-
eas,” he said. “We need to 
deploy safety measures city-
wide.”

In his outrage, Adams 
seemed to overlook Brat-
ton’s pledge to beef up po-
lice presence in subway sta-
tions throughout the five 
boroughs, including de-
ploying so-called “Hercu-
les Teams” made up of heav-
ily armed officers wearing 
body armor and helmets.

This is not the first time 
Adams’s take on terror-
ism has differed from the 
city’s.

In July he  called the re-
placing of the American 
flags on the Brooklyn Bridge 
with white flags terrorism 
and offered a $5,000 reward 
for the culprits , whereas 
police brass  dismissed the 
switcheroo as “somebody’s 
art project.”  The latter  turned 
out to be true. 

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

He rolled out the wel-
come mats.

So it turns out September 
is National Yoga Month and 
Borough President Adams, 
rarely one to let such an oc-
casion go unmarked, cele-
brated with yoga, Zumba, 
and meditation workshops 
in the plaza in front of Bor-
ough Hall last Wednesday-
The Beep got all beatific in 
describing his discovery of 
the more ancient of the prac-
tices.

“I recently picked up yoga 
and meditation and I cannot 
tell you have much of a dif-
ference they have made in 
dealing with the complexi-

ties of how artificial, metal, 
and concrete our society has 
become,” Adams said in a 
statement. He continued:

“We have moved away 
from the meadows, the trees, 
and the natural aspects of 
the world and have lost our 
identity along the way. Med-
itation gives us the opportu-
nity to come back to nature 
and find the driving purpose 
that we live for.”

Adams took to the mats 
to demonstrate some yoga 
poses.

The buff Brooklyn 
booster is a longtime cham-
pion of physical fitness and 
said this event was a way of 
promoting spiritual health 
in the borough.

OM, MAN!
Beep loves yoga, mediation

Borough President Adams busted out his inner 
yogi outside Borough Hall last Wednesday.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

An iconic Brooklyn fast-
food fortress has fallen.

Williamsburg’s White 
Castle shuttered suddenly 
on Sunday morning, leav-
ing residents craving sliders, 
chicken rings, and fish nib-
blers in mourning. One reg-
ular bemoaned the loss of a 
reliable place to soak up a 
long night’s beverages.

“That was the best late-
night drunk food,” said Ar-
iel Denham. “It is so much 
better than pizza.”

The closing was in 
the cards for more than a 
year. 

The family-run White 
Castle chain, which has been 
a Brooklyn institution since 
the 1930s and served as the 
muse for many early  Beastie 
Boys songs , opened the little 
white eatery on Metropoli-
tan Avenue near Humboldt 
Street in 1992, but did not 
own the land underneath it. 
In 2013 a developer called 
781 Metro Investors  bought 
the property, including an 
expansive parking lot, out 
from under it  for $6.72 mil-
lion. 

Last year, White Cas-
tle executives lamented 
the fact that the company 
failed to buy the property 
years ago. 

Last food
W’burg White Castle closed

Now, ominously, the com-
pany’s New York office has 
closed. The New Jersey of-
fice, which is apparently 

handling New York opera-
tions, referred calls to head-
quarters, where they went 
unanswered

Zoning rules allow for a 
seven- or eight-story apart-
ment building to rise on the 
site.

The Metropolitan Avenue White Castle location is now just a shell.
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

See CONEY  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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I ’ve raised my daugh-
ters within my tradi-
tions. Some, rooting for 

the Chicago Cubs for one, 
they’ve rejected on their face, 
but others — such as root-
ing for the Democrats have 
been embraced.

Religion, though, is some-
thing different. I’ve taught 
my kids it’s part of who you 
are, like your limbs or your 
eye color. 

As I go to synagogue this 
week during the Jewish High 
Holy Days, and read about 
the dramatic rise in hate 
crimes targeting Jews in 
New York City and around 
the world, I find myself ques-
tioning whether I’ve made a 
bad choice in this area and, 
rather, should have given my 
girls the message, “Find your 
own religion or accept none 
at all.” That route feels safer 
today.

Our synagogue has a 
security guard, as do most 
around the country. I don’t 
think my daughters have 
ever thought this strange. 
It’s just part of the post-9-
11 world they have grown 
up in. 

Every year, the NYPD 
posts an officer outside dur-
ing High Holy Day services, 
as they do at places Jews wor-
ship around the city. Even 
this practice never raised my 
girls’ concern, since the po-

A better world
lice should help 
with crowd and 
traffic control.

When I was 
growing up, 
anti-Semitism 
was everywhere 
and displayed in 
dramatic fash-
ion on the world stage. I re-
member the 1972 Olympics 
and the unfolding tragedy of 
the Israeli athletes, ending 
in their deaths. 

During the 1974 oil crisis, 
while sitting in long, long 
lines for gas, many peo-
ple openly blamed Ameri-
can Jews for getting us into 
this situation. It was no se-
cret that many organizations 
and clubs wouldn’t accept 
Jewish members.

By the time my daughters 
got here, I thought much had 
changed and they could be 
happy and proud to be Jew-
ish, inside our home and in 
the community. 

Now, I’m not so sure. The 
world seems to be splinter-
ing into tribes — there are 
separatists in towns in Scot-
land, California, and Texas, 
among others. My parental 
instincts to protect my girls 
kick in.  

Identity, though, is dif-
ferent than a bicycle hel-
met. One you learn to put 
on and the other you can’t 
take off. I’m not able to pro-

tect my children from who 
they are. 

Should I teach my girls 
to retreat into a safe com-
munity, living only with 
Jews, walking only in Jew-
ish neighborhoods, depend-
ing only on other Jews for 
protection?

The problem is, my daugh-
ters are Jews but they are also 
athletes and artists and so 
much more. All the things 
that make them who they are, 
that have gone into creating 
their identities, make them 
want to engage with people, 
places, and ideas. 

Rosh Hashanah, in Jew-
ish tradition, is the anni-
versary of the world’s cre-
ation. Judaism also teaches 
that the world isn’t perfect 
and we all share a respon-
sibility to repair or heal the 
world. Even in the face of ris-
ing hate crimes, the lesson I 
want my daughters to learn 
this year is, “Separating out 
of fear won’t help.” Partic-
ipate, join, act, and make 
the world a better and safer 
place for everyone.

By Scott Sager

The 
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Sleep-Away 
Camp
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Dog bless you.
On Oct. 4, Catholic and 

Episcopal pet owners around 
the borough will pour into 
neighborhood churches for 
the Feast of Saint Francis of 
Assisi, also known as the 
blessing of the animals. But 
the following week, a woman 
who describes herself as an 
urban shaman is offering her 
own ceremony for animal-
loving pagans. Humans’ love 
of animals dates back to be-
fore Christ — way before, 

she explained.
“Every culture has sto-

ries about animals, and many 
origin stories begin with 
animals,” Donna “Mama 
Donna” Henes said. “Our 
connection to animals is as 
old as we are.”

Henes has been plying 
her polytheistic trade for 
decades, marking the turn 
of the season four times a 
year without missing a sin-
gle solstice or equinox in 40 
years, she said. She has, she 
said, blessed ships for Gov. 
Patterson, blessed a parade 

for Mayor Koch, and Mayor 
Dinkins labelled her the 
“shaman in the streets.” 

Her Mother-Nature ori-
ented spiritual practice may 
seem like an odd fit for a 
Prospect Heights resident 
with an expansive internet 
presence, but Henes says she 
sees it as her duty to help 
New Yorkers reconnect with 
— and realize they are — 
nature.

“People ask me what 
I’m doing in New York,” 
she said. “But there is na-
ture here. The moon is here, 

My blessed friend
Shaman to perform a pet-blessing ritual

and there are trees here. The 
people here are New York’s 
wildlife. We are part of na-
ture and if people in the city 
make a concerted effort, they 
can remember that.”

Originally from Ohio, 
Henes has lived in Brook-
lyn since the early 1970s, 
f irst Downtown near 
where Metrotech Center 
now stands, and for the 
past two decades in Pros-
pect Heights. It was amid 
the cultural ferment of the 
late 1960s that she began ex-
ploring shamanic traditions 
from around the world, in-
cluding indigenous commu-
nities throughout the United 
States and in Mexico. Her rit-
uals may borrow from many 
cultures, but Henes avoids 
leading ones she does not 
consider herself qualified 
to do, she said.

“I’m not out to imitate 
anyone else’s culture,” 
Henes said. “I would never 
lead people in a sweat-
lodge ceremony or a pipe 
ceremony. I find that hugely 
offensive.”

The blessing of the an-
imals is an example of her 
grab-bag approach. This rit-
ual, it turns out, draws heav-
ily from the one happening 

inside church doors to honor 
Saint Francis. Legend has it 
that the saint found Jesus 
and turned his back on a life 
of wealth and excess to live 
as a pauper, sleeping out-
side, talking to animals, and 
spreading the gospel. 

In the Christian version 
of the rite, a priest leads the 
flock in prayer, then con-
gregants line up to get their 
pets a hands-on blessing.

The Henes version is 
similar, but with a differ-
ent script. And as her white-
collared counterparts do, she 
tries to imbue the critters 
with good luck, good health, 
and long happy lives. Then 
she slips the pets a treat for 
their troubles.

Most of the animals who 
get the Henes touch are dogs, 
but she has seen stranger spe-
cies in her day. Last year, ac-
cording to Henes, a woman 
brought a stuffed cat and 
asked that she bless it in 
place of the colony of stray 
cats the woman was feeding. 
Henes said she obliged.

“Blessing of the ani-
mals” at Grand Army Plaza 
(Prospect Heights, www.
donnahenes.net). Oct. 11, 
noon–4 pm. Free. Bring 
your own animal.

Shaman Donna Henes blesses Daile Kaplan’s dog Poppy. (Right) Henes con-
ducts her fall equinox ceremony at Grand Army Plaza on Sept. 22.
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Prospect Park, the Nethermead, October 19, 2014, 10 AM 
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