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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s a troubled bridge.
The bouncy, $5 million footbridge 

that connects Brooklyn Heights to 
Brooklyn Bridge Park is closed till the 
spring because it has become danger-
ously springy, according to park offi-
cials. The pricey Squibb Park Bridge 
opened to great fanfare last year, run-
ning from Columbia Heights to Pier 1. 
Its novel design is supposed to mimic a 
hiking trail bridge, allowing for a slight 
bounce as pedestrians walk over it. But 
back on Aug. 11, park staffers decided 
that the give was becoming too much 
to safely take and abruptly barred the 
entrances to the span.

“Our staff reported unusual move-
ment of the bridge, which we closed 
immediately,” said a spokeswoman for 
the park.

Park officials said the walkway will 
be out of commission through the win-
ter so that engineers can double-check 
to ensure it is structurally sound.

“Following extensive surveying of 
Squibb Park Bridge, we have directed 
our engineers to conduct further study 
to ensure that the bridge is safe and se-
cure,” the spokeswoman said. “As a re-
sult, we expect the bridge to remain 
closed until spring 2015.”

The greensward stewards don’t know 
what destabilized the bridge and have 
installed sensors to monitor its move-

ments and hopefully make a diagnosis. 
They don’t think the problem has to do 
with the large construction sites on ei-
ther side of the bridge’s base, where a 
residential building and a hotel are set 
to rise, the spokeswoman said.

The span zigzags down the five-story 
drop that separates the Heights from 
the park, traveling the length of one-
and-a-half football fields. MacArthur 
Foundation “genius” Ted Zoli designed 
the bridge using black-locust wood and 
galvanized-steel cables. Back in 2012 
he described the amount of give it was 
supposed to have this way:

“It’s going to bounce a little the way 
a trail bridge would if you ever went 
hiking in the Catskills,”  he said .

On shaky footing
Squibb bridge closed due to dangerous bounciness

The popular walkway that con-
nects Brooklyn Bridge Park to 
Brooklyn Heights is fenced off 
until the spring — at least.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Willoughby Street is going 
gangbusters.

The stretch of road between 
Adams Street and Flatbush Ave-
nue Extension has long been rele-
gated to the role of Fulton Mall’s 
sleepy cousin, but as Downtown 
braces for 10,000 apartments to 
be built in the neighborhood in 
the next few years, businesspeo-
ple are busy expanding longtime 
neighborhood favorites as entre-
preneurs set up shop in neighbor-
ing businesses, chain restaurants 
open locations, and area boosters 
work to build on the success of 
a popular pedestrian plaza. One 
realtor representing the new tall-
est building in Brooklyn, recently 
completed around the corner, said 
some of the people behind the 
ground-level activity are shrewd 
dudes indeed.

“These are very smart busi-
nessmen,” said William Ross, a 
vice president at Halstead Prop-

Downtown’s other main drag
Willoughby St. gets big-ticket buildings, little-guy successes

that are in the process of expand-
ing just a few doors down from 
their original locations. Both are 
run by brothers — chicken-cen-
tric eatery Tio Pio by the Ecua-

doran Espinozas, and Giovanni’s 
Fine Jewelry by the Russian Ba-
bayevs.

The Espinoza brothers opened 
their first South American res-

taurant in 2003 in a Bridge Street 
building that was eventually lev-
eled to make way for 388 Bridge. 
They moved around the corner to 

Javier Espinoza stands in front of Pio Bagel, his family’s fourth business, and its second 
on Willoughby Street.
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open space, too. At the Adams 
Street end, business boosters de-
mapped a block of Willoughby 
in 2006 to create a plaza, which 
they made permanent in 2011, 
just in time for  the arrival of the 
high-end fast-food chain Shake 
Shack , the first Brooklyn location 
of which opens up onto the space. 
Not far behind was chain barbe-
cue temple Hill Country Barbe-
cue, which opened last year and 
occupies two stories of a former 
city building across the park.

Near the other end of Wil-
loughby, plans are in the works 
for Willoughby Square, a green-
sward atop a futuristic, vending-
machine-like underground park-
ing garage.

“That’s really going to finish 
off Willoughby Street,” Ross 
said.

In addition to big-name enter-
prises and big-ticket projects, Wil-
loughby Street has its share of 
mom-and-pop success stories, in-
cluding two longtime businesses 

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Move along, nothing to do here.
Police are breaking up groups of teens in 

Downtown, Fort Greene, and Park Slope who 
they say have been wreaking havoc when school 
lets out ever since the fall semester started, 
top cops said at a community board meeting 
at the Ingersoll Community Center on Mon-
day night. The crackdown consists of officers 
tracking groups of kids across precincts and 
shooing them along when crowds get big, be-
cause that is when fights start, according to 
the commanding officer of the 88th Precinct, 
which serves Fort Greene and Clinton Hill.

“The larger the crowds get, the more things 
start to move and shake,” said Capt. Peter 
Fiorillo.

The clampdown started last month after 
88th Precinct brass met with top cops from 
Park Slope’s 78th Precinct, Downtown’s 84th 
Precinct, the police Transit Bureau, school 
safety agents, and managers from Atlantic Ter-
minal mall, the Barclays Center, and Metro-
Tech Center. The meeting of the minds took 
place in the MetroTech office of the pro-
business Downtown Brooklyn Partnership. 
The main consideration of that brainstorming 
session was figuring out how to relay infor-
mation to monitor youngsters as they move 
across jurisdictions, Fiorillo said.

“We wanted to figure out how to coordi-
nate and give updates as the crowds come 
through the area,” Fiorillo said.

Police called the meeting after a group 
of teens brawled with cops in the plaza in 
front of the Barclays Center in mid-Septem-
ber, disrupting a Brooklyn Emerging Arts 
in Theater Festival concert, and footage of 
the melee was posted to YouTube. Fiorillo 
blamed the concert, but DNAinfo  reported  
that witnesses and organizers said the kids 
were unconnected to the event.

“That was little music festival that spiraled 
a bit out of control,” Fiorillo said.

The agreed-upon tactic that came out of 
the police-and-business powwow is for of-
ficers to cruise around ordering gatherings 
of teens to disperse.

“They come out of school and stick around,” 
said Capt. Sergio Centa, the 84th Precinct 
commander. “We want to get them home.”

When asked what the legal basis is for 
demanding people leave public sidewalks, 
Fiorillo declined to provide one.

“The point is not to make arrests,” Fior-

TEEN SWEEPERS
Police in Slope, Downtown, Fort Greene shoo youths

Willoughby Street is set to get a second plaza at Albee 
Square West called Willoughby Square.
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erty who is marketing the new 
residential tower at 388 Bridge 
St. half a block from Willoughby. 
“They couldn’t have picked a bet-
ter spot.”

It is a prime location, all right, 
and getting more shade all the 
time. The 53-story 388 Bridge de-
velopment  dethroned The Brook-

lyner, across Willoughby and over 
one block on Lawrence Street, as 
Brooklyn’s loftiest tower when 
construction on it wrapped up this 
spring, and it is soon to be edged 
out by Avalon Willoughby West, 
directly across Bridge Street fac-
ing Willoughby . 

Yet, the street is getting more 

Fort Greene’s top cop said he doesn’t want to see this kind of thing happening 
on his watch.
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Watered down
Artist Dread Scott during his ultra-serious performance “On the Impossibility of Free-
dom in a Country Founded on Slavery and Genocide,” which he performed under the 
Manhattan Bridge archway on Oct. 7. The piece is supposed to symbolize the universal 
“struggle for freedom.” For the full story, see page 11.

See D’TOWN  on page 5

Henry Street  
Food Pantry 

First Presbyterian Church
 124 Henry Street 

(door on right side of church)

DONATE FOOD TODAY
Drop off food items Mon.– Fri. from 9am to 6pm. Food pantry is open to the public on Thursdays from 10am to noon.

Proteins especially needed: peanut butter, dried or canned beans, canned fish.  

A project of the  
Brooklyn Bridge Rotary ClubThanks for your support.

illo said. “We don’t want to do that. We just 
want them to keep moving.”

Fiorillo said he understands why kids 
want to hang out after school, but he said 
when groups stick around too long, mis-
chief starts.

“We know they’re kids. We know they’ve 
been pent up in school all day,” he said. “But 
the stagnant crowds cause our fights.”

Another issue is that once a gathering starts, 
word of it spreads online and draws youths from 
outside the neighborhood, Fiorillo said.

“The message gets out quick,” he said. 
“We have kids from as far away as East 
New York.”

A civil rights lawyer who often sues the 
Police Department blasted the policy, say-
ing it violates teens’ First Amendment right 
to freedom of assembly and Fourth Amend-
ment right to freedom from discrimination 
based on their age.

“It’s straight-up unconstitutional,” said 
David Rankin, of the law firm Rankin and 
Taylor.

Simply asking kids to move along would 
be allowed, but for police to legally order 
teens to disperse, the group would have to be 
totally blocking sidewalk or road traffic, he 
said. The same tactic would not be directed 
at another type of person that gives police 

agita, he added.
“Just because someone happens to be young 

and in a group is not a reason to harass them,” 
he said. “If there were 20 civil rights attor-
neys talking on a sidewalk, do you think 
they’d be asked to move along?”

The anti-teen-hangout initiative sparked a 
public relations battle last week after a Park 
Slope resident at a police community council 
meeting reported cops telling black teens to 
“get out of the neighborhood,” according to 
 DNAinfo . At that meeting, Park Slope’s com-
manding officer blamed “outside people” for 
committing “most of the crimes” in the neigh-
borhood, the website’s report states.

Police did not dispute the substance of the 
“get out of the neighborhood” exchange, but 
later claimed officers didn’t say the word 
“neighborhood,” and that they were respond-
ing to a fight and told the kids to “go home,” 
the New York Daily News  reported .

Tensions between police and kids came 
to a head Downtown in March, when police 
trying to oust high schoolers from a Chinese 
restaurant met resistance and, in the alterca-
tion that ensued, one officer  pushed a 15-year-
old girl through a picture window and fell 
through after her , according to police and wit-
nesses. A hundred teens stormed Jay Street 
after the incident, onlookers said.
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Sleep-Away 
Camp

BROOKLYN

Come in for a free week of unlimited yoga!

Create your Fall routine with Vinyasa Flow, Iyengar, Pilates Mat and more!
Ready to start? Join us for free beginners classes every Saturday at 1:00-1:50pm

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A police officer appar-
ently knocked out a Clin-
ton Hill teen with one blow 
after stopping him for smok-
ing a cigarette, hitting him so 
hard he now has neurolog-
ical problems, according to 
the boy’s family.

Lawyers for Marcel 
Hamer say he was walking 
home from school down 
Gates Avenue with friends 
near Waverly Avenue around 
3:30 pm on June 4, when the 
plainclothes cop jumped out 
of a car and accused him of 
smoking marijuana. A video 
of the incident picks up with 
Hamer lying in the gutter 
pleading with the officer to 
lay off as the cop holds him 
by the hand and orders, “Turn 
around.” 

“Mister, it was just a cig-
arette, sir,” Hamer says, re-
peating, “It was just a cig-
arette.”

He does not roll over.
Teens, apparently friends 

of Hamer’s, hover nearby and 
the officer turns to one, still 
holding Hamer, and threat-
ens him.

“Do you wanna get f----- 
up?” the cop says.

The moment of the appar-
ent knockout blow is partially 
obscured in the footage, but 
the officer appears to punch 
Hamer in the face with his 

Family: Police knockout punch gave our son brain damage

Brutality charge for NYPD

The family of Marcel Hamer, center, says that a cop stopped him while he was 
in Clinton Hill smoking a cigarette in June and knocked him out. His mother 
Mary, left, is now suing police with the help of lawyer James Ross, right.
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legal team working on the 
case and said the incident is a 
symptom of a larger cultural 
problem in the NYPD.

“It is pervasive now, 
throughout the depart-
ment,” said attorney William 
Thompson. “It is indicative 
of an attitude in the police 
department that is, ‘Them 
against us. Let’s do what-
ever we want.’ ”

The attorneys declined to 
release the name of the offi-
cer responsible.

Hamer was charged with 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct and pleaded guilty to a vi-
olation, according to Ross.

The NYPD would not 
comment on the incident 
other than to say that it is 
under investigation by the 
department’s Internal Af-
fairs Bureau.

The law firm released the 
video the same day as an-
other piece of footage sur-
faced showing officers in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant punch 
and pistol-whip an unarmed 
teen who has his hands raised 
in surrender. Police arrested 
the teen for marijuana pos-
session, according to  a re-
port by DNAinfo .

left hand, prompting protests 
from Hamer’s friends.

“Yo, you wiling!” one teen 
says to the officer.

“Yeah, get it on film,” the 
cop retorts.

The officer then repeats 
his order for Hamer to “turn 
around,” but Hamer is lying 
completely prone. 

“You knocked him out!” 
a female friend yells.

“Wake up, Cello,” another 
friend says.

A second man, apparently 
also an undercover officer, 
runs over and helps the first 
cop put cuffs on the appar-

ently unconscious teen, and 
at one point reaches into his 
back pocket. Hamer lies un-
moving in the 45 seconds be-
tween the punch and the vid-
eo’s end.

“You going to jail on that 
one,” another teen says.

It is unclear what hap-
pened in the moments leading 
up to the punch, but Hamer’s 
family is calling for the of-
ficer to be criminally pros-
ecuted.

“If what happened on this 
video was reversed and Mar-
cel assaulted this officer in the 
same exact manner, Marcel 

would be prosecuted, and this 
officer should be prosecuted 
for what he did,” said attorney 
James Ross, who is handling 
the family’s civil suit.

Hamer, now 17, has suf-
fered from headaches, dizzi-
ness, and memory loss since 
the incident, his mom said.

“He is always complain-
ing of headaches and he can-
not remember things,” Mary 
Hamer said. “He used to be 
pretty sharp, and now I am 
helping him.”

Retired state Supreme 
Court judge William Thomp-
son is also a member of the 

Watch the 
video at

BrooklynPaper.com

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

There is plenty of room 
Downtown to house the 
parole office Gowanus res-
idents are fighting to keep 
out of their neighborhood, 
according to Borough Pres-
ident Adams.

Adams joined a chorus 
of pols questioning the con-
solidation of Brooklyn’s pa-
role offices into a three-story 
building where Second Av-
enue dead-ends at the Gow-
anus Canal. But unlike his 
peers in politics, the Beep 
ventured a location where the 
facilities could go instead.

“The criminal justice sys-
tem doesn’t need to be spread 
all across Brooklyn,” Adams 
said, explaining that Down-
town is the obvious choice.

Brooklyn parole opera-
tions have been split between 

three Downtown locations 
since a developer booted a 
previous headquarters from 
its Livingston Street location 
several years ago in order to 
demolish the building. The 
parolee reporting station is 
currently located at 350 Liv-
ingston St., between Nevins 
Street and Flatbush Avenue 
Extension. Another office 
is on Schermerhorn Street 
between Nevins and Third 
Avenue and a third sits on 
DeKalb Avenue between Ful-
ton Street and Flatbush Ave-
nue Extension. The offices’ 
proximity to many bus and 
subway lines helps ex-offend-
ers pinch pennies and stay out 
of trouble, Adams said.

“When you’re on pa-
role, cab fare can be the 
difference between violat-
ing and not violating,” he 
said. “We shouldn’t make 

Beep: Revoke Gowanus parole plan

Borough President Ad-
ams says he doesn’t 
mind working near ex-
prisoners.

it more challenging.”
Adams said he would pre-

fer to see the state Depart-
ment of Corrections and Com-
munity Supervision place the 
new headquarters in “preex-
isting space” located near the 
courts Downtown, but did not 

specify a particular building. 
An office building Downtown 
would be a better fit than a 
mixed industrial and resi-
dential area like Gowanus, 
he said. The Borough Presi-
dent, a former police officer, 
said he wants former prisoners 
to get every chance at return-
ing to society, but he appre-
ciates the concerns of neigh-
bors who predict the office 
will create crime.

“Down the block from 
Miss Jones in her garden is 
not where you want parolees 
walking by all day,” he said. 
“Parole does not fit in a res-
idential community.”  

In his opposition, Ad-
ams joins Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Gowanus), As-
semblywoman Joan Millman 
(D–Brooklyn Heights), and 
her presumptive replacement, 
Democratic nominee Jo Anne 

Simon. The officials question 
the secrecy that shrouded the 
decision to locate the new 
complex, and said that an of-
fice operation there would di-
lute the protections afforded 
to the area as an official in-
dustrial zone created by the 
Bloomberg administration.

“Once you lose industrial 
space it’s gone forever,” Ad-
ams said.

This paper  broke news of 
the parole plan in July , a full 
year after the state inked a deal 
with the building’s owners. 
The complex is set to serve 
5,000 parolees, or about 400 
per day, according to the state. 
Prison reps  defended the plan 
at a September community 
meeting and said the project 
is going full speed ahead, with 
construction expected to wrap 
in January and parole work-
ers moving in April. 
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Rogers Fund,  
established  
in 1994 with

$712,000 

Grants given  
from the fund to  
nonprofits, to date

$861,000

Market value  
of the fund
(as of March 2014)

$1,521,000
$

$ $

Pr
os

p
ec

t 
Pa

rk
 p

ho
to

 b
y 

M
ic

ha
el

 P
ic

k 
/ 

C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s

Questions about your giving? 
We have answers.

Contact our counsel, Jane Wilton, at (212) 686-2563 or janewilton@nyct-cfi.org

What’s your
charitable dream?
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When Harry met Sarah, he was a taxi driver 
who “never had a nickel.” Sarah, a passenger in his cab, was a 
nurse who listened to patients’ stock tips and invested. They had 
a storybook marriage. 

Sarah set aside money to take care of Harry. After their deaths, 
the remaining money started the Sarah and Harry Rogers Fund in 
The New York Community Trust to maintain parks and protect the 
City’s air and water. We continue to make grants in their names.

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn has been in de-
mand for quite some time, but 
now it is on demand, too.

The founders of a bor-
ough-centric film festival 
have taken to the web with 
 Brooklyn On Demand , an 
online selection of indepen-
dent films made by or about 
Brooklynites, for rent and for 
sale. The project’s head said 
he wants to make a central re-
pository for Kings County’s 
cinematic productions, and to 
give the filmmakers a way to 
cash in on their creations.

“We wanted to create a 
platform that maximized the 
find-ability of these films, 
and also generated revenue 
for the filmmakers,” said Jo-
seph Shahadi, executive di-
rector of the Art of Brooklyn, 
the group that runs the ser-
vice and puts on the Art of 
Brooklyn Film Festival.

Brooklyn On Demand 
launched last month with eight 
titles that all won awards in 
past Art of Brooklyn Film Fes-
tivals. These films will stick 
around for a while, and more 
will be added in the coming 
months, Shahadi said. The 
service, which is powered by 
Vimeo, allows users to stream 
the movies for 48 hours for a 
fee that ranges from $1.99 to 
$3.99. Some titles can also be 
downloaded permanently for 
$4.99 to $9.99. The profits, he 
said, are split evenly between 
the group and the filmmak-
ers after Vimeo and Paypal 
take their cut.

Shahadi has been running 
the Art of Brooklyn Film Fes-
tival with two partners since 
2011. The annual event fea-
tures movies with a local con-
nection, and the reception it 
has received convinced the 

Now streaming: Brooklyn
New service offers local indie fl icks on-demand

that filmmakers had trou-
ble showing their work af-
ter the festival.

“We found that too few of 
the films showed up where 
people could find them,” Sha-
hadi said. “We wanted to see 
that they had a life after the 
festival.”

Angela Wong, who made 
the documentary “Prize-
fighter” about a single mother 
training to be a boxer, jumped 
at the chance to show it through 
Brooklyn On Demand.

“I thought it was an excel-
lent way to be a part of the 
Brooklyn scene,” she said.

Wong had so much trouble 
distributing her flick before, 
she uploaded it to Youtube for 
people to watch for free.

“A lot of people saw it, 
but that didn’t make me any 
money,” she said.

The trouble for indie film-
makers is that there are so 
many films out there, it is 
tough to get noticed, and even 
tougher to get paid, Shahadi 
said. Brooklyn On Demand 
can help solve that problem 
by grouping a set of films to-
gether that have a common 
audience — people interested 
in what happens in the 71 
square miles between Green-
point and Canarsie.

“There are options for in-
die films,” Shahadi said. “But 
the community we’re con-
cerned with is the Brooklyn 
indie film community.”

Techno Files
The city launched a new 

website this week that is all 
about connecting tech com-

panies with each other and 
supporting the tech sec-
tor.  Digital.nyc  provides 
resources for the heads of 
young companies and for 
tech workers, such as work-
space and education listings, 
as well as directories of gov-
ernment agencies and local 
companies. The site also lists 
events, jobs, and potential in-
vestors. Mayor DeBlasio an-
nounced the site at Dumbo 
Heights, the coming Kush-
ner-Companies-owned tech 
campus in the former Watch-
tower buildings. 

• • •
Etsy is putting $210,000 

towards grants to help women 
and minority programmers 
attend Hacker School, a 
coding “retreat” in the city. 
The program is full-time 
and lasts three-months. 
The grants are supposed to 
help coders pay for living 
expenses during their “se-
mester” while they work on 
specific projects, which they 
pitch for approval. 

• • •
Dumbo digital-marketing 

agency Huge is embarking on 
a huge expansion. The com-
pany employs 500 people in 
Brooklyn and is expanding to 
take up 32 times more space 
than it currently occupies at 
the Two-Trees-owned 45 Main 
St., growing from an office the 
size of a basketball court to 
one the size of one and a third 
football fields. The company 
also has offices in  London, 
Singapore, Rio de Janeiro, and 
elsewhere.

Eye on technology and 
innovation in Brooklyn

Jason Cusato, Anthony DeVito, and Joseph Shahadi run the Art of Brooklyn 
Film Festival and have just launched Brooklyn On Demand, a new streaming-
video service for Brooklyn-centric indie films.
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group the world wants to 
watch, Shahadi said.

“We know there’s a 
global interest in Brooklyn 
as a place,” he said. “And in 
particular as a place for in-
dependent films.”

But the founders felt 

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

A brazen burglar bagged 
a bunch of computers from 
the Main Street offices of the 
Dumbo digital-marketing 
company Huge on Sept. 21 
or 22, according to cops.

An employee told police the 
headquarters between Front 
and Water streets was locked 

up at 9 am on Sept. 21, and 
when workers returned at 12:15 
pm the following day, three 
laptops had been taken.

The break-in came three 
days before a bandit  crept 
into the Greenpoint home of 
crowd-funding giant Kick-
starter, following close be-
hind a delivery worker, and 
grabbed some gadgets .

Huge burglary
Tech company gets burgled
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YOUR SMILE CAN BE 
LIFE CHANGING

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection of oral 
cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for recontouring 
gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening for safe, 
immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive diode 
laser that can detect decay while 
it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Cosmetic Porcelain 
Veneer Special

$750 / Veneer
Call us today for the extreme makeover you have always wanted
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P, 2

Call Today to Schedule 
a Convenient Appointment

          Take   B   or   Q   Train
             to Kings Highway

           B68, B82 & B7

Storm Warning Snaps On Problem Gone

FRAME IT

SNAP IT ON

1

2

Easy On... Easy Off...

BrakeWater 
Technologies

Introduces 
a Two Part 

Protection System
That  

STOPS  
Flooding!

brakewater.com

Bracci Fence & Ironworks presents:

THE AFFORDABLE WAY 
TO PREVENT FLOOD DAMAGE
Stop Floods Through Windows And Doors!

DON’T LET IT HAPPEN AGAIN! 
THE AFFORDABLE SUBMERSIBLE ANSWER!!

SAVE $250 Per 
Window & Door Opening

Keep this ad.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A burglar thought he was 
slick breaking into a Smith 
Street clothing store and turn-
ing off the alarm on Sept. 28, 
but all he got away with was 
an empty box, the authori-
ties said.

An employee of the store 
between Pacific and Dean 
streets told police a thief en-
tered through a back door at 
1:25 am, somehow scaling 
a 20-foot fence topped with 
barbed wire that protected 
the entrance.

The brazen burglar then 
smashed a window on the 
door, reached inside, and un-
locked it, according to a re-
port. Once in the building the 
prowler damaged the alarm 
panel and removed a lock-
box from under the counter, 
which turned out to be empty, 
employees and cops said.

Front yard follies
Park-goers reported 

two robberies in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park this week, of-
ficers said.

• First, a park prowler stole 
a man’s bag as he played soc-
cer in the park on Sept. 23, 
cops said.

The 21-year-old player 

said he left his bag next to 
the soccer field near the cor-
ner of Joralemon and Furman 
streets at 6:30 pm while he 
played a game. When he went 
to get the bag at 7:10 pm it 
was gone, police said.

The gym bag contained 
two cellphones, $50 in cash, 
a credit card, and some pa-
perwork, according to of-
ficials.

• Another bandit struck on 
Sept. 28, taking a woman’s 
cellphone and wallet out of 
her baby stroller, the author-
ities said.

The 31-year-old woman 
said she was playing with 
her kids in the playground 
near the corner of Furman 

Cat burglar makes off with empty box

Street and Atlantic Avenue 
at noon when the sneak took 
her stuff. She tried calling 
her cellphone 30 minutes 
later and the crook picked 
up, telling her he wanted to 
give the phone back, accord-
ing to cops.

She waited for the guy 
outside of the park where 
he told her to meet him, but 
he never showed up, the re-
port states.

The wrong fight
Cops arrested a man who 

they say punched an officer 
in the face while the officer 
attempted to escort the sus-
pect to the Transit Bureau sta-
tion house inside the Hoyt-
Schermerhorn subway station 
on Sept. 22.

The cop reported that he 
observed the suspect walk-
ing between subway cars at 
the station and tried to bring 
him upstairs to the police out-
post. The 38-year-old suspect 
tried to walk away, telling the 
cop, “You’re harassing me be-
cause I’m black,” according 
to a police report.

The fellow then punched 
the officer in the face, the re-
port says. Cops cuffed the 
suspect and found a bag of 
marijuana in his pocket, the 
authorities said.

Express take
A quick culprit snatched 

a woman’s cellphone from 
her hand while she rode an 
F train on Sept. 23, accord-
ing to the authorities.

The 22-year-old woman 
said she was riding the Man-
hattan-bound F train at 1:36 
pm, and was listening to her 
headphones and reading a 
book.

When the train pulled into 
the Bergen Street station, a 
lowlife came over, grabbed 
the phone, and ran off of the 
train, cops said.

Pill-fered
The authorities arrested 

a man for allegedly snatch-
ing a bottle of pills out of a 
fellow’s hand on Livingston 
Street on Sept. 24.

The 36-year-old vic-
tim said he was standing 
on the sidewalk between 
Nevins and Bond streets at 
10:20 am when the suspect 
snatched his pills and ran. 
Cops cuffed the 52-year-old 
shortly thereafter.

Diversion
A criminal snatched a 

woman’s purse while she was 
involved in a fight inside of 
a York Street deli on Sept. 
20, police reported.

The 28-year-old woman 
said she got into an alterca-
tion with someone at 3:30 am 
inside of the store between 
Bridge and Gold streets. Dur-
ing the fight she fell down, 
and when she got up the purse 
was gone, cops said.

The bag contained debit 
and credit cards, one of 
which was used for more 
than $1,000 worth of pur-
chases, officials said.

Shades raided
A degenerate stole three 

pairs of expensive sunglasses 
from an Atlantic Avenue store 
on Sept. 27, the authorities 
stated.

An employee of the store 
between Court Street and 
Boerum Place said he was 
helping a customer at 5:30 
pm when the thief swiped 
the shades off of the dis-
play rack. He said the three 
pairs were worth $2,150 all 
together.

Scan this!
A goon smacked a woman 

in the face with a palm scan-
ner inside a Main Street com-
puter testing center on Sept. 

27, according to a police re-
port.

The 36-year-old victim 
said she was working in the 
building between Water and 
Front streets at 8:25 pm, and 
was helping the brute when he 
picked up the device and hit 
her in the head with it.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Teen team
Cops chased a pair of 

youngsters out of the Clin-
ton-Washington G subway 
station on Oct. 1 and cuffed 
them on the street for alleg-
edly swiping a woman’s cell-
phone, according to a police 
report.

As the train arrived at 
the station at 2:50 pm, one 
of the suspects, 13 and 14, dis-
tracted the 20-year-old vic-
tim while the other grabbed 
her phone, witnesses told po-
lice.

The teens exited the train, 
witnesses informed a police 
officer of what they had seen, 
and the lawman pursued the 
pair up the stairs and outside, 
the authorities said. The on-
lookers identified the kids 
and the officer put them in 
bracelets, but not without the 
youths resisting arrest, ac-
cording to a report.

Snatch catch
The authorities arrested a 

man who they say pushed a 
woman and stole her phone 
in Fort Greene Park on Sept. 
30.

The 31-year-old victim 
said she was on the stairs 
leading into the park near the 
corner of Willoughby Street 
and Washington Park at 12:25 
pm when the man came over, 
shoved her, and wrestled her 
cellphone from her. 

The accused took off 
and she chased him to Car-
lton Avenue between Park 
and Myrtle avenues, where 
cops cuffed the fellow, ac-
cording to cops.

Bars none
A degenerate punched a 

woman in the head and took 
her phone on Gates Avenue 
at Cambridge Place on Oct. 
2, cops said.

The 22-year-old victim 
said she was walking towards 
Bedford Avenue at 8:09 pm 
when the lowlife approached 
from behind and beaned her 
in the back of the head.

The crook grabbed the de-
vice, ran down Cambridge 
Place towards Fulton Street, 
and entered a building half-
way down the block, accord-
ing to a police report. Inter-
views within the building 
failed to produce a suspect, 
the report states.

Small talk
A con picked a woman’s 

pocket as they spoke in front 
of a Fulton Street building 
on Oct. 3, cops said.

The 30-year-old victim 
said she was talking to the 
woman between S. Oxford 
Street and S. Portland Av-
enue at 7:20 pm when the 
woman casually bumped 
into her. After the lady left, 
the victim noticed that her 
wallet had been taken, of-
ficers recounted. The bill-
fold contained a credit card, 
which was used to buy a pair 
of MetroCards minutes later, 
police said.

Going shard
Police arrested a man for 

allegedly cutting another fel-

low with a glass shard in front 
of an Auburn Place building 
on Sept. 29, according to the 
authorities.

The 23-year-old victim 
said he and the suspect were 
in front of the building, be-
tween Saint Edwards Street 
and N. Portland Avenue, at 
9:40 pm when the guy started 
swinging the piece of glass 
back and forth in front of 
his face.

He then sliced the victim in 
the head with the glass, cops 
said. Emergency responders 
took the victim to Brooklyn 
Hospital Center while cops 
cuffed the accused, accord-
ing to report by law enforce-
ment officials.

Burglaries
Police reported four bur-

glaries in the precinct this 
week, three in residential 
buildings and one at a con-
struction site.

• A prowler hit a Fulton 
Street construction site some-
time between Sept. 26 and 
29, cops said.

A worker at the site be-
tween Downing Street and 
Irving Place said the wooden 
fence was locked up at 4 pm 
on Sept. 26, and when a crew 
returned at 7:15 am on Sept. 
29, the lock was broken and 
equipment was gone. The 
crook took a generator, a cir-
cular saw, a chipping gun, 
and a skill saw, according 
to a police report.

• A thief stole camera 
equipment and other items 
from a Washington Park 
home on Sept. 28, police 
reported.

The 36-year-old resi-
dent said he left the build-
ing between Willoughby and 
DeKalb avenues at 7 pm and 
returned at 11 the same night 
to find his front door open 
and his belongings burgled. 
The sneak got in through an 
unlocked window and made 
off with a computer monitor, 
a digital camera, a vintage 
film camera, a leather duf-
fel bag, and some cash, ac-
cording to police.

• A scoundrel snatched 
a laptop through the secu-
rity bars of a Classon Ave-
nue apartment the next night, 
NYPD officials reported.

The 33-year-old victim 
said he was in the apartment 
between Gates and Putnam 
avenues at 11 pm on Sept. 
29 and saw the computer at 
the foot of his bed beneath a 
window. He noticed the de-
vice gone three hours later, 
according to officers.

An inspection revealed 
that the screen to his win-
dow had been opened, but 
the security bars were still 
shut, the report says.

• A burglar struck a block 
away at an Irving Place apart-
ment the next night, taking a 
camera, a laptop, and cash, 
cops said.

The 40-year-old victim 
said she went to sleep in 
her apartment, also between 
Gates and Putnam avenues, 
at 12:01 am on Oct. 1. She 
woke up at 2:17 am, and dis-
covered the items gone, cops 
stated.

The victim suspects the 
crook made it in through a 
rear basement window that 
had been left unlocked, the 
Police Department said.

On the blocks
Some crooks stole the 

wheels off of a car parked 
at the corner of Willoughby 
and Washington avenues on 
Sept. 29, leaving the vehi-
cle on cinder blocks, po-
lice said.

The 35-year-old car 
owner said he parked his 
2011 Honda on the corner 
at 12:01 am, and returned 
nine hours later to find his 
rims and tires taken.

Drivers beware
It was a banner week for 

auto thieves, as police re-
ported four stolen vehicles 
in the precinct.

• A scalawag swiped a mo-
torcycle from the corner of 
Navy Street and Park Ave-
nue overnight on Sept. 25, 
cops said.

The 26-year-old owner 
said he had gotten into an 
accident with the 2014 Kawa-
saki and left it on the corner 
on Sept. 24. He checked on 
the bike at 8 pm the next day 
and it was fine, but when he 
retuned at 8:30 in the morning 
it was nowhere to be found, 
officials said.

• A rapscallion rode off in 
a 2007 Honda Accord from 
Lefferts Place sometime be-
tween Sept. 19 and Oct. 1, 
police reported.

The 33-year-old owner 
said he parked the car be-
tween Saint James Place and 
Grand Avenue at 4 pm on 
Sept. 19, and that when he 
returned at 10 am on Oct. 
1, it was gone.

• The owner of a 1998 
Jeep reported that someone 
stole her vehicle sometime 
between Sept. 29 and Oct. 
2 from Downing Street, ac-
cording to a report.

The 66-year-old woman 
said she parked the jeep be-
tween Quincy Street and 
Gates Avenue at 6 pm on 
Sept. 29, and that it had van-
ished by the time she checked 
on it at the same time three 
days later.

• A man also reported that 
his brother’s car was taken 
from its parking spot under 
the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway near Monument 
Walk on Oct. 3, according 
to police.

The 27-year-old told cops 

he parked his brother’s 1998 
Nissan Maxima on Park Av-
enue near Monument Walk 
at 9:30 pm, and that when 
he checked on it through his 
window at 11, it was gone.
 — Matthew Perlman

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Scam on line 1
A phone scammer bilked 

a 46-year-old Fourth Avenue 
man out of $1,234 on Sept. 
29, cops said.

The caller rang up his 
victim at his home between 
84th and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge at 11 am and said the 
man owed money to the In-
ternal Revenue Service, po-
lice said.

The con artist told the man 
to buy a prepaid money card 
for the amount, and the man 
complied, calling the crook 
back and dictating the card’s 
code over the phone, a po-
lice report states.

Safe cracked
Two burglars tried and 

failed to steal a safe from 
an 11th Avenue business on 
Oct. 20, law enforcement of-
ficials said.

The pair broke into the 
store between 65th and 66th 
streets in Dyker Heights at 
12:30 am and tried to take 
the safe, but they fled when 
they couldn’t remove it, po-
lice said.

Wiped out 
A burglar took $2,465 

from a Fourth Avenue home 
sometime between Sept. 28 
and Sept. 29, officers re-
ported.

The resident left his home 
between 80th and 81st streets 
in Bay Ridge at 3 pm that 
Sunday and came back at 11 
am the next day to find that 
someone had taken cash from 
his kitchen cabinets, police 
said. There were no signs of 
forced entry, a police report 
states.

Sill seeker
A prowler stole $2,000 in 

jewelry from a 96th Street 
home after climbing in 
though a window on Oct. 
3, police stated.

The resident left the house 
between Ridge Boulevard 
and Third Avenue to go to 
work at 7:50 am, NYPD offi-
cials said. When she headed 
out, she left a worker unat-
tended in her basement, ac-
cording to a report.

The woman came home 
at 3 pm and found that a 
fiend had entered the resi-
dence through a first-floor 
window and left her empty 
jewelry boxes strewn across 
her bed, law enforcement 
sources said.

 — Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Taken for a ride
A group of taxi passengers 

robbed their driver of his cell-
phone after he picked them up 
on Graham Avenue on Sept. 
30, officers said.

The victim said that he 
picked up the three goons 
from the corner of Grand 
Street at 2:05 am. They told 
him to take them to N. Eighth 
Street between Driggs and 
Bedford avenues, accord-
ing to a report. When they 
arrived, one of the toughs 
opened the front, passen-
ger-side door and pointed 
a gun at the driver, police 
stated.

“Give me your money and 
everything,” the bandit sup-
posedly ordered.

The hack put the cab in re-
verse and tried to back away, 
but the villain reached across 
and turned the key to the 
“Off” position, then grabbed 
the cabbie’s cellphone and 
ran off down Bedford Ave-
nue, cops said.

Not so knife
A pair of robbers held 

up a woman at knifepoint 
on Leonard Street on Oct. 
1, officers related.

The victim reported that 
she was walking at Nassau 
Avenue at 4:55 am when two 
fiends stood in her way and 
one stuck the blade in her 
face.

The other lout jammed 
his hands in her pockets 
and grabbed her cellphone, 
credit card, glasses, wallet, 
and $40 cash, according to 
a report. 

Sleepwalking
A not-so-sneaky thief tried 

and half-failed to steal the 
cash out of a man’s pockets 
while he was sleeping on a 
bench on Kingsland Avenue 
on Oct. 5, law enforcement 
officials said.

The victim told police that 
he was dozing on the seat in 
a building between Withers 
and Jackson streets at 1:05 
pm when he felt someone 
going through his pockets. 
He awoke and tried to fight 
off the sneak, but the guy 
ran away with $120 in cash, 
though not without dropping 
the man’s bank card, per the 
NYPD.

Make it stick
Police arrested a man who 

they say beat another fellow 
with a stick on Graham Ave-
nue on Oct. 5. The victim said 
he was between Engert and 
Driggs avenues at 10:05 pm 
when the suspect suddenly 
started whacking him. Of-
ficers charged the accused 
with assault.  
 — Danielle Furfaro
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Saturday October 25 
&  Sunday October 26
11 am - 4 pm   

Canon presents

Enjoy this Spooktacular Event 
with Wildlife Witch Shows, 
Bat Chats, Spooky Barn & More! 
For more information visit 
prospectparkzoo.com

718.472.1999 www.hospiceny.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITES

COMMUNITY HOSPICE NURSES (RN)
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS (LMSW, LCSW)

Bilingual English/Spanish; English/Mandarin; English/Cantonese.
 Reliable automobile & valid driver’s license are preferred.

Competitive compensation and benefits package.
Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE
judith.gayle@hospiceny.com or Fax: 718.784.1413

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES

Come Make a Difference 
New training groups each month!

Patient Care Volunteers: Support patients and their loved ones in your community
Bereavement Volunteers: Support families who have lost a loved one

Administrative Voluteers: Assist personnel in our Long Island City office

NASSAU & QUEENS
Contact Angela Purpura

angela.purpura@hospiceny.com
or 516.222.1211

MANHATTAN, THE BRONX
& BROOKLYN

Contact Sandra Nielsen
 sandra.nielsen@hospiceny.com or 

718.472.1999

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES
Free bereavement support services for adults who have

had a loss (Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

Willoughby in 2008 and con-
tinued dishing out their signa-
ture rotisserie chicken, pernil, 
and cassava. It was important 
for the family to stay close by, 
one of the brothers said.

“When you like a neigh-
borhood, you become part 
of it,” Javier Espinoza said. 
“I belong here.”

The family runs a second 
Tio Pio on Court Street, as 
well as a location on the dis-
tant island of Manhattan. This 
year, the owners branched 
out into the bagel business 
with Tio Bagel, a bagel store 
and salad bar on the corner 
of Lawrence Street, a block 
from their first store’s current, 
relocated incarnation. Espi-
noza said his sense of what the 
neighborhood needed, not to 
mention his experience work-
ing in someone else’s bagel 
shop, led him to venture into 
the new business.

“You look for what’s miss-
ing,” he said. “We wanted 
to give people what they 
needed.”

A few doors down from 
Pio Bagel, George Babayev 
is preparing to open a wine 
store next month in the store-
front that used to house his 
family’s jewelry store. His 
brother Danny still runs Gio-
vanni’s Fine Jewelry, which 
they named in honor of the 
Babayev’s Italian neighbors 
in Bensonhurst, and which 
moved across the street last 
week. He hopes the wine 
store, called G&I Wine and 
Spirits, can cash in on the 
new apartment buildings that 
are going up.

“If I can sell one bottle 
to every floor of these new 

Continued from page 1

D’TOWN...

A procedure now offered by the 
Department of Surgery and Insti-
tute for Neurosciences at New York 
Methodist Hospital is giving new 
hope to patients with certain types 
of cerebral aneurysms — blister-like 
bulges in the wall of a blood vessel 
within the brain.  Methodist is one 
of only three hospitals in Brooklyn to 
offer the procedure, which incorpo-
rates the breakthrough “Pipeline” 
stent. NYM is also the only medi-
cal center in the borough where the 
procedure is performed by a physi-
cian who specializes in both neuro-
surgery and neurointervention.

 “Telltale signs that a brain aneu-
rysm may be present include blurred 
or double vision, a drooping eyelid, 
or localized headaches,” said Dr. 
Miran Salgado, chairman of neu-
rosciences at New York Methodist. 
“Anyone with those symptoms or a 
strong family history of aneurysms 
should undergo evaluation by a phy-
sician, who may order imaging tests 
— such as CT (computerized tomog-
raphy) scans, MRIs, or cerebral an-
giograms — to search for a possible 
aneurysm. The larger the untreated 
aneurysm, the more severe its symp-
toms can be. Large aneurysms are 
also more likely to rupture, which 
results in blood leaking through the 
blood vessels and into the space 
around or within the brain.  Aneu-
rysms can rupture without warning, 
causing sudden and acute onset of 
symptoms like severe headache, 
neck stiffness, nausea and vomiting, 
seizures, and unconsciousness. The 
results can be debilitating or even 
fatal.”

It is crucial to diagnose aneurysms 
before they have a chance to rup-
ture, and to then eliminate blood 
flow to them without disrupting 
normal blood flow within the brain. 
There are now a number of state-of-
the-art, minimally invasive options 
available for the treatment of aneu-
rysms that can dramatically reduce 
symptoms and risk of rupture, while 
requiring only a pea-sized incision in 
the patient’s groin, instead of inva-

sive neurosurgery through the skull. 
This avoids the longer recovery time, 
pain, and scarring patients may ex-
perience as part of surgery to treat a 
large brain aneurysm.

“The Pipeline stent is the latest tool 
in our arsenal of devices used to treat 
brain aneurysms,” said Dr. Michael 
Ayad, the hospital’s director of endo-
vascular neurosurgery, who performs 
the new procedure. “In our biplane 
angiography suite, we can use real 
time three-dimensional imaging of 
the patient’s blood vessels to insert 
a catheter through a small incision 
in the leg, and then ‘steer’ it all the 
way into the brain to the precise spot 
where the aneurysm is located. The 
stent, which is made of a tightly-
woven, flexible ‘mesh,’ is then placed 
through the catheter next to the an-
eurysm, and blocks blood flow into it, 
while also creating a ‘tunnel’ through 
which blood can safely travel to the 

rest of the brain. Eliminating blood 
flow to the aneurysm dramatically 
reduces the likelihood of symptoms 
or rupture.”

 “Cutting-edge medical devices and 
treatments are allowing us to con-
tinually break new ground in treating 
brain aneurysms,” said Dr. Salgado. 
“For the six million Americans cur-
rently living with an unruptured an-
eurysm — a condition once feared to 
be a ‘ticking time bomb’ — there is 
now a better chance than ever of liv-
ing a long and happy life. And they 
won’t need scars to prove it.” 

 To find a physician affiliated 
with New York Methodist Hospi-
tal’s Institute for Neurosciences, 
call (866)DO-NEURO. NY Meth-
odist also offers a free quarterly 
support group for patients who 
are living with brain aneurysms. 
For more information, please call 
(718) 246-8610.

By Dr. Michael Ayad, director of endovascular neurosurgery at NY Methodist

Dr. Michael Ayad, director of endovascular neurosurgery at New York Methodist 
Hospital, performs the ‘Pipeline’ procedure using the hospital’s state-of-the-art 
biplane angiography suite.

buildings each day, I’ll be do-
ing alright,” Babayev said.

To cater to the people he 
expects to move into these 
luxury buildings, Babayev 
plans to hold wine tasting and 
pairing classes. He is also de-
signing the interior with his 
clientele in mind, installing 
a chandelier, tiles, and cus-
tom cases for the booze. Back 
when he first started doing 
business in the neighborhood, 
such a project would have 
been unthinkable, he said.

“Ten years ago, this never 
would have survived,” he 
said.

The family has adapted 
before. When rent got to be 
too high for the jewelry store, 
they subleased to an eyebrow 
threading specialist. Some-
times, he said, people ask him 
why he stays Downtown in-
stead of looking somewhere 
cheaper.

“I don’t know other neigh-
borhoods. I know Down-
town,” Babayev said. “Here at 
least I have a head start.”

Bling’s the thing for Isak 
Levy at Giovanni’s Fine 
Jewelry.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The owner of a Williamsburg 
nightclub cannot take much more 
of the city’s cabaret law. 

The proprietor of Muchmore’s, a 
bar that regularly books bands, said 
the old-timey law prohibiting more 
than three people from dancing in 
a business without the owner hold-
ing a permit threatens not only his 
livelihood, but the rights of Amer-
ican people to freedom of boogie 
assembly. The barkeep, who is also 
an attorney, is now suing the city in 
federal court to overturn the cab-

aret law on constitutional grounds 
after a crackdown that he says has 
left him scared to hire acts that 
might incite toe-tapping or, god 
forbid, rump shaking.

“I am doing this because it is an 
unjust law that needs to be struck 
down,” said Andrew Muchmore. “I 
want to expand the First Amend-
ment to apply to new areas, and 
this would help do that.”

The suit comes after cops 
waltzed into Muchmore’s, on Have-
meyer Street between N. Eighth 
and N. Ninth streets, one night in 
2013 and ticketed Muchmore for 

Dance-off!
W’burg club owner in battle 
with city over old-timey law

supposedly sidestepping the cab-
aret law, he said. The owner said 
he was not in at the time, so he 
did not see exactly how his pa-
trons were allegedly moving, but 
he was excited to cross-examine 
the cop and planned to ask him to 
demonstrate on the stand. 

“It was a rock show, so I do not 
imagine that people were danc-
ing, but maybe they were sway-
ing,” Muchmore said. “But what 
is the line between swaying and 
dancing? Do they have to be do-
ing the jitterbug? I really wanted 
to know.”

Unfortunately for Muchmore, 
but fortunately for his business, 
a judge threw the citation out on 
a technicality, he said. But ever 
since, the nightlife crusader has 
avoided booking disc jockeys or 
bands that could get bar-goers’ 
bodies moving, he said.

“If it is illegal to have people 
dancing, it limits what kind of mu-

sic you can perform,” said Much-
more. “You cannot have dance mu-
sic or pop music or electronic.”

Musicians agree that the 1926 
law, which they say was originally 
put on the books to prevent interra-
cial flirtation at Harlem jazz clubs, 
needs to be consigned to the history 
books as soon as possible. 

“It is completely archaic and 
stupid, and I am shocked that it 
is still around,” said Russ Mar-
shalek, who is also known by the 
disc-jockey name A Place Both 
Wonderful and Strange. “I am al-
ways looking for new or weird or 
interesting spots to perform, and 
this law limits me from having 
this kind of mindset.”

Out of the city’s more than 
25,000 bars, only 147, or less than 
one percent, have a current caba-
ret license, Muchmore said. 

A rep for the city said it has not 
yet seen the paperwork for the case 
and declined to comment.

Andrew Muchmore, owner of the Williamburg bar Muchmore’s and attorney at law, said 
the cabaret law cramps his style — and the style of the U.S. Constitution.
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Visit our website at www.cathedralhs.org

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 19, 2014

12 – 3 PM
Last tour will be given at 2:30 PM

“Empowering Young Women Through 
Education Since 1905”

350 East 56th Street – New York, NY  10022
212-688-1545

Come and explore all that Cathedral has to offer you!

7th and 8th graders are invited to come spend a day at Cathedral.
Visit our website for more information.

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges & Schools

TACHS
# 202

NOW 
OPEN!!!
ProHEALTH  
URGENT CARE 
IN BROOKLYN 

330 Court Street 
Carroll Gardens, 
Brooklyn
(718) 625-1600  

ProHEALTH Excellence 
Urgent Care Convenience

Additional locations coming soon near you!  
Find out more at: www.ProHealthUrgentCare.com

Choose ProHEALTH Urgent Care and get more.

More confidence:

More convenience:

More options:

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Tom Hanks and Ste-
ven Spielberg paid a visit 
to Flatbush on Tuesday to 
shoot scenes for the movie 
“Saint James Place,” a thriller 
about the Cold War.

The film follows Hanks’s 
character, a lawyer, as he 
negotiates the release of an 
American pilot who has been 
shot down while flying a spy 

plane over the Soviet Union. 
The shoot included an old-
timey Chrysler with a verita-
ble film studio mounted onto 
it and Hanks riding passen-
ger. The scenes took place 
in the Ditmas Park Historic 
District and, not wanting to 
allow in a whiff of the mod-
ern era, the crew affixed an-
tique-looking-but-geographi-
cally-accurate street signs to 
a lamppost at E. 17th Street 
and Ditmas Avenue.

Hanks a lot
Hollywood hits Flatbush

(Clockwise from top left) Oscar winner Tom Hanks is dapper in a period suit on 
the set of “Saint James Place” in Flatbush on Tuesday. Hanks chats with direc-
tor Steven Spielberg. Part of the Cold War spy thriller apparently takes place at 
a period-appropriate Ditmas Avenue and E. 17th Street. Neighbors crowd in to 
get a glimpse — and a photo — of the bold-faced names on the block. 
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Greenpoint and Williamsburg are 
unfairly burdened with stinky, loud, 
polluting trash trucks, and a bill pols 
and activists are touting as a cure 
would not do much to change that.

The legislation, introduced by 
councilmen Steve Levin (D–Green-
point) and Antonio Reynoso (D–Wil-
liamsburg), calls for all the city’s 
waste transfer stations, where trash is 
unloaded from trucks onto barges, to 
place a cap on how much trash they 
can take in. The officials and activ-
ist groups have long argued that the 
two neighborhoods should not be sad-
dled with their 15 waste transfer sta-
tions, which handle nearly a third of 
the 35,000-plus tons of garbage that 
New Yorkers create each day.  

“This is about equity in communi-
ties,” Levin said. “The amount of trash 
Williamsburg and Greenpoint are get-
ting is 10 times than other districts, 
and it is time to address that.”

The bill would force stations cur-
rently under construction to pick up 
the slack, but stations could actu-
ally take in more than they do now 
and the area in question would still 
shoulder a disproportionate load. The 
proposed law calls for limiting what 
stations can take in during the first 
year to 125 percent of their current 
volume, then measuring the amount 
they process that year, and setting 
the cap at 18 percent less than that 
amount the following year, under the 
assumption that the new facilities 
will process the difference.

The 15 facilities currently pro-
cess between nine and 10 tons per 
day, meaning that they could end up 
getting as much as 10,250 tons per 
day, under the legislation.

An activist said that the mist trash 
trucks trail behind them could pose 
a health threat.

“We do not know what is in all the 
small air particles, and that is scary,” 
said Rolando Guzman, a Williams-

burg resident and an organizer with 
Organization United for Trash Re-
duction and Garbage Equity. “We 
need to find relief for the people in 
this community.”

The trouble is, pols representing 
other neighborhoods share the coun-
cilmen and their agitator allies’ ha-
tred of waste transfer stations, and 
have fought their creation and ex-
pansion at every turn. The Council 
drafted a plan in 2006 to lighten the 
burden on Williamsburg and Green-
point, as well as parts of the Bronx 
and Queens, by building or revamp-
ing five stations around the city. But 
nine years later, only one station has 
been completed and neighborhood 
opposition campaigns have slowed 
the development of facilities in Man-
hattan and in Brooklyn’s Bath Beach 
neighborhood.

Depending on when new transfer 
stations that are now in the works come 
online, the first possible downturn in 
Williamsburg and Greenpoint’s trash 

GARBAGE DISPOSAL
Bill seeks to lower W’burg, G’point trash burden

Eric Bruzaitis, chairman of the 
Organization United for Trash 
Reduction and Garbage Equity.

load would come in two years, if the 
bill goes through, Levin said.

The legislation was drafted with 
help from the group New York Lawyers 
for the Public Interest, Levin said.

Levin and Reynoso rallied with 
fellow pols and community and en-
vironmental groups, as well as union 
activists, on Wednesday.
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Going solo
It is about time Alicia Olatuja took an-

other solo.
The Brooklyn singer first caught the na-

tion’s attention when she performed a solo 
with the Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir at the 

2013 Presidential in-
auguration. 

Now Olatuja is re-
leasing her debut solo 
album, “Timeless,” 
which she will per-
form at Bric in Fort 
Greene on Oct. 16 — 
two days after the al-
bum drops. 

Olatuja defies con-
vention in both her life 
and music. For one 
thing, the Missouri-

born musician didn’t make the typical jump 
from Middle America to the hip northern 
reaches of Kings County — in fact, she re-
sides about as far as you can get from Wil-
liamsburg, in Marine Park.

“Brooklyn has that cool, laid-back Zen 
anyway, but Marine Park is a more quite 
family-oriented place,” Olatuja said. “I think 
when you tour and do all these shows, you 
kind of need a place that is close enough to 
get to the city but also brings that peaceful-
ness that was necessary to recharge.”

“Timeless” features six jazzy original 
tunes Olatuja wrote and co-arranged with 
pianist Jeremiah Abiah, but she also tackles 
“Over the Rainbow” and “Amazing Grace” 
— which both entered the jazz canon as pop 
standards — as well as some more contempo-
rary tunes by Chaka Kahn and Stevie Won-
der. The choices mirrors Olatuja’s own style, 
itself an eclectic mix.

“When you absorb all those different sounds 
and musical elements and then squeeze them 
out onto an album to tell your story, you’re 
going to get songs that have all those differ-
ent f lavors,” she said.

And although Olatuja’s music has roots 
in gospel, R&B, and jazz, she is classically 
trained. Growing up in a gospel choir, she 
saw fellow singers succumb to career-ending 
vocal stress, so she vowed not to fall prey 
and started formal training.

“I needed to have an instrument that could 
keep up with my musical curiosity,” Olatuja 
said.

Alicia Olatuja at Bric House Ballroom (647 
Fulton St. between Rockwell and Ashalnd 
places in Fort Greene, www.bricartsmedia.
org). Oct. 16 at 7:30 pm. $15–$20. 
 — Max Jaeger

M U S I C

This phantom of the opera is always keep-
ing score.

A visiting organist will play live music to 
the 1925 silent film version of “The Phantom 
of the Opera” at Our Lady of Refuge Church 
in Ditmas Park on Oct. 17. Cleveland ivory-
tickler Todd Wilson, 
who has performed 
to “Phantom” nearly 
50 times, said he will 
change his tune — liter-
ally — at the film’s cli-
mactic moments.

“It is a real sort of 
home-brewed musical 
stew,” said Wilson, who 
plays each scene with 
different eerie, mani-
acal melodies. “I have 
little themes for all the main characters, the 
scary parts, and the love scenes.”

Wilson, who usually dons a phantom-style 
cape while performing, has been adding live 
soundtracks to silent films for nearly 30 years. 
He has played alongside other black-and-white 
pictures, but Wilson said “The Phantom of the 
Opera” has always been his favorite.

The old-fashioned flick never gets monot-
onous for Wilson — or his audiences — be-
cause of the actors’ ability to create suspense, 
all in the blink of an eye, he said.

“It is one of the masterpieces — great act-
ing, great cinematography — of any period,” 
said Wilson, who is head of the Organ Depart-
ment at the Cleveland Institute of Music. “How 
many different emotions they get across — it 
is really an art form.”

The chilling tale is especially ideal in Oc-
tober, because the spooky soundtrack sets the 
stage for the upcoming seasonal festivities.     

“Everybody wants to do ‘Phantom of the 
Opera’ around Halloween — adults, kids, in 
between,” he said. “It is perfect.”

“The Phantom of the Opera” with Todd 
Wilson at Our Lady of Refuge Church [2020 
Foster Ave. between Ocean Avenue and E. 
21st Street in Ditmas Park, (718) 434–2090, 
www.olrbrooklyn.org]. Oct. 17 at 7:30 pm. $20 
($15 advance).  — Vanessa Ogle

Vital organ
M O R E  M U S I C !

WHAT IS ROTARY?
Rotary is a group of local business people who get together weekly 
to network and do charitable work in their community.

This year we’ve focused on helping 
disadvantaged pregnant women to 
become self reliant, and we also brought 
a 5 year old Haitian boy to NYC to have 
open heart surgery.

Join us! For questions or information, contact 
incoming club president Angelicque Moreno at 
(718) 802-1616; AMoreno@jkavanzino.com.

The Brooklyn 
Bridge Rotary 
Club meets 
every Thursday 
in Downtown 
Brooklyn.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

S
wipe right for this show. 

A Cobble Hill come-
dian is taking the online 

dating world to task with a show 
all about the popular dating app 
Tinder. But the creator of “Tin-

der Live” said she is laughing at 
herself as much as anyone. 

“I walked into the kitchen 
of my apartment and both of 
my roommates were on it with-
out realizing the other one was. 
So I said ‘f--- it’ and decided 
to join too,” said Lane Moore. 
“There is just so much about 

Tinder that is funny.”
Moore — who writes for 

the Onion and McSweeney’s 
and is a sex and relationship 
columnist for Cosmopolitan 
— said she tries to keep the 
jokes lighthearted. 

“It is not ‘oh, look how sad 
and ugly these people are’ be-
cause that would be mean and 
lazy,” she said. “It is really good 
natured. If the people we were 
talking about were in the audi-
ence that night, they would have 
gotten laid after the show.”

Each show has a variety 
of segments. In one, she goes 
through Tinder profiles with 
the audience and they all vote 
together on whether to accept 
or deny the person. She also 
scours the site for hilarious 

profile pictures.
And though she picks fun at 

it, Moore remains a dedicated 
Tinder user herself.. 

“I am one of the few people 
on there who actually wants 
to date and be in a relation-
ship. I do not use it as a hook-
up app,” she said. “I am hop-
ing to meet someone cool on 
there, but so far, it is non-stop 
monsters.”

Bklyn ales go head to head
By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

O
range you curious who makes the best 
pumpkin beer in Brooklyn?

Brooklyn Brewery’s Post Road Ale has 
long been the best — and only — gourd-in-
fused fall seasonal brew in the borough. But 
this year, Coney Island Brewing Company has 
launched a competitor to the pump-king crown 
— Freaktoberfest Big Ol’ Pumpkin Ale.

The new beer is a collaboration between 
the People’s Playground-themed brewery and 
beloved local cafe chain and coffee roast-

ery Cafe Grumpy. The brewers there were 
hoping to give the pumpkin-crazy masses 
an autumn brew, but decided to add the cof-
fee twist to stand out from the six-pack, said 
a spokesperson.

“There was a desire to have a pumpkin 
beer, but we wanted to do something a little 
different than all the seasonals,” said Coney 
Island Brewing’s Sarah Feeley.

But how does it stack up against the stal-
wart suds from Brooklyn Brewery? The 
Brooklyn Paper staffers held a highly sci-
entific blind tasting to find out. Let’s go 
to the tape!

POST ROAD 
PUMPKIN ALE VS. FREAKTOBERFEST 

BIG OL’ PUMPKIN ALE
Brooklyn Brewery Brewery Coney Island Brewing Company

5 percent Alcohol by 
volume

6.2 percent

1999 Brewed 
since

2014

Pumpkin puree, nutmeg, 
wheat, Willamette and 
American Fuggle hops.

Ingredients 
include

Pumpkin puree, allspice, nut-
meg, cinammon, espresso 

beans, Tettnag hops.

Utica, New York Brewed in Clifton Park, New York

Classic — lone pumpkin on a 
black background.

Label 
design

Creepy — menacing 
Steeplechase Funny Face over 

Coney background.

Amber Color Hazy, dark amber

Faint hops, slight hint of 
pumpkin

Tasting 
notes

Candy corn-covered espresso 
beans, pumpkin pie, malty 

chocolate  

4/10 Pumpkin 
flavor 

strength

2/10

Verdict: Our tasting panel found Post Road unremarkable and not very pumpkin-
forward, but easily drinkable. The majority of tasters found the combination of pump-
kin and coffee in the Freaktoberfest a little too freaky for their tastes. However, it defi-
nitely had the strongest pumpkin flavoring of the two, so if you are looking to consume 
pumpkin pie in a liquid, alcoholic form this fall, this is the one to go with.

Swipe out!
‘Tinder Live’ takes 
aim at dating app

So app-y together: Cobble Hill comedian Lane Moore 
has created a show all about the dating app Tinder.
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“Tinder Live” at the 
Knitting Factory [361 
Metropolitan Ave. near 
Havermeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696, 
bk.knittingfactory.com]. 
Oct. 16 at 9:30 pm, $10.

C O M E DY

The Pump-king!
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FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

at St. Anthony’s

EVERY FRIDAY 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY

10 am till Dusk
West Houston Street

Between Thompson St. & Macdougal St.

www.themarketplaceatstanthonys.com
(718)332-0026
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FRI, OCT. 10
ART, “CROSSING BROOKLYN: Art 

from Bushwick, Bed-Stuy, and Be-
yond”: Works by 35 Brooklyn artists 
and collectives. $12 (suggested). 
11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

ART, “THE NEW ACADEMY”: Art stu-
dents showcase their work explor-
ing the idea of contemporary art. 
Free. Noon–6 pm. Williamsburg Art 
& Historical Center [135 Broadway 
at S. Sixth Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486–6012], www.wahcenter.
net. 

MUSIC, DWAYNE SHIVERS, OLE 
FATEFUL, AMERICAN ECHOES: 
$10 ($8). 8 pm. Cameo Gallery [93 
N. Sixth St. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–1180], www.cameony.net. 

ROTH-TOBERFEST PIG ROAST: Pig 
roast, German beer, and DJs spin-
ning Van Halen and German heavy 
metal. $15. 7–11 pm. The Diamond 
[43 Franklin St. between Calyer 
and Quay streets in Bushwick, (718) 
383–5030], www.thediamond-
brooklyn.com.

THEATER, “SHAKESPEARE’S SON-
NETS”: Performed the Berliner 
Ensemble, directed by Robert Wil-
son and Rufus Wainwright. Music 
by Rufus Wainwright. $25. 7:30 
pm. BAM Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, CAMERON ESPOSITO: 
Album release show. $12 ($10 ad-
vance). 8 pm and 10 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

SAT, OCT. 11
DANCE, DANCE ON THE GREEN-

WAY: Dance Theatre Etcetera gives 
a site-specifi c performance, plus a 
panel discussion on the role of arts 
and culture in strenghtening urban 
communities. Free. 1 pm and 4 pm. 
Erie Basin Park [1 Beard St. between 
Otsego and Dwight streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 643–6790 x112], www.
dtetc.org. 

MUSIC, FELA FROLIC!: Birthday cele-
bration of the revolutionary African 
musician and political activist Fela 
Kuti, featuring games and perfor-
mances, followed by an Afrobeat 
dance party. Free until 8 pm, dance 
party $10–$14. 2 pm–midnight. 
BRIC Arts Media House [647 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 683–5621], www.bricartsme-
dia.org. 

THEATER, “CARLTON HOUSE, JANE 
AUSTEN AND THE PRINCE RE-
GENT”: Reading of Lynn Marie 
Macy’s one act comedy. Free. 2:30 
pm. Brooklyn Heights Library [280 
Cadman Plaza West at Tillary St. in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 624–3614]. 

MUSIC, RAGE OF ARMAGEDDON 
FEST TWO: Featuring Whiplash, 

Deceased, Hobbs Angel of Death, 
Blood Feast, Methane, Anger as 
Art, False Prophet, Thanatonic 
Desire, Inhumation, Carcinogen, 
Iron Force, and Lain. $25–$30. 3:30 
pm. The Paper Box [17 Meadow St. 
between Bogart and Waterbury 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 383–
3815], paperboxnyc.com. 

TIME AFTER TIME — ROMY AND MI-
CHELE’S TRIBUTE DANCE PARTY: 
A “Romy and Michele’s High School 
Reunion” themed dance party, 
including a Post-it photo booth, 
costume contest, and king and 
queen coronation. $7 ($5 advance). 
10 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, GROUNDISLAVA: Record 
release. $12. 11:30 pm. Glasslands 
(289 Kent Ave. at S. Second Street 
in Williamsburg), www.glasslands.
com. 

SUN, OCT. 12
MUSIC, UNITY GOSPEL FEST: Featur-

ing over 20 choirs and gospel sing-
ers. Free. 4–7 pm. The Lillian Minkin 
Ballroom at Kingsbrook Medical 
Center [585 Schenectady Avenue 
between Winthrop St. and Rutland 
Rd in Flatbush, (718) 755–3418]. 

MUSIC, BRAEVES, SNOWMINE: $12. 
8 pm. Baby’s All Right [146 Broad-
way between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 599–
5800], www.babysallright.com. 

MUSIC, GENERATIONALS, ARUM 
RAE: $17 ($15). 8 pm. Music Hall 
of Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. 
between Kent and Wythe avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 486–5400], 
www.musichallofwilliamsburg.com. 

MUSIC, WASABASSCO’S LASAGNA 
SHOW: Burlesque show with lasa-
gna tasting and competition. $20. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

MON, OCT. 13
TALK, “ALL OF THEM WITCHES”: 

Kseniya Yarosh and Eleanor Kagan 
of “Bonnie & Maude” discuss 
witches in pop culture. $8. 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, HOLLIE COOK: Record re-
lease. $12 ($10 advance). 8:30 pm. 
Glasslands (289 Kent Ave. at S. Sec-
ond Street in Williamsburg), www.
glasslands.com. 

COMEDY, SACK MAGIC: Weekly 
comedy show hosted by Grant Gor-

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Oct. 10

Kung fools
Chow down on this. 
The Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music has 
been screening a film 
series celebrating 
Hong Kong actor, 
writer, and director 
Stephen Chow, and 
this is the last week-
end to catch some of 
his funny flicks. 
Tonight, it is the 2004 
kung fu film parody 
“Kung Fu Hustle.” No 
more soccer! (No, 
really, “Shaolin Soc-
cer” was last week.)

2 pm, 4:30 pm, 7 pm, 9 
pm at BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.
org]. $14.

SATURDAY
Oct. 11

Get fresh
La di da di, Bedford-
Stuyvesant likes to 
party! Hip–hop leg-
ends Slick Rick and 
Doug E. Fresh will be 
the headliners at this 
year’s Restoration 
Rocks Music Festival. 
The free concert, which 
serves as the kick-off 
event for the week-
long Bed-Stuy Alive 
festival, will also feature 
actor Gbenga Aki-
nagbe and comedian 
Brooklyn Mike Troy on 
hosting duties, plus 
plenty of local acts.

Noon–5 pm at Bedford–
Stuyvesant Restoration 
(1368 Fulton St. between 
Brooklyn and New York 
avenues in Bedford–
Stuyvesant, www.restora-
tionplaza.org). Free.

SUNDAY
Oct. 12

Bushwick 
boogie
Go back to a time of 
disco infernos and 
actual infernos, when 
photographer Meryl 
Meisler’s exhibit “A 
Tale of Two Cities: 
Disco Era Bushwick” 
wraps up with a party 
at Bizarre Bushwick. 
The show juxtaposes 
photos she took in the 
late ’70s and early 
’80s of New York 
City’s thriving disco 
scene with burned out 
buildings and local 
residents in Bushwick. 

7 pm at Bizarre Bushwick 
[12 Jefferson St. between 
Myrtle and Bushwick ave-
nues in Bushwick, (347) 
915–2717, www.bizarre-
bushwick.com]. Free.

MONDAY
Oct. 13

Correct-
amundo
If my answers 
frighten you, then 
you should cease 
asking scary ques-
tions. Answer some 
less scary questions 
when TrivWork cele-
brates the 20th anni-
versary of “Pulp Fic-
tion” with a Quentin 
Tarantino trivia night. 
There will be themed 
prizes up for grabs 
and the whole thing 
is free, so get in early 
if you want a seat. 

8 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third streets 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
Oct. 15 

Brass tracks
Feeling horn-y? Honk 
NYC!, the annual 
city-wide music festi-
val of brass bands 
and cacophonous 
street music, officially 
blasts off tonight. 
The opening party 
will feature locals 
Frank London’s 
Klezma Brass All-
Stars, PitchBlak Brass 
Band, and Raya Brass 
Band, alongside Rus-
sians Pakava It’, and 
Les Muses Tanguent 
from France. Bring 
your dancing shoes 
— and your earplugs.

8 pm at Littlefield [622 
Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Third 
Avenues, in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388, www.
honknyc.com]. $10–$12.
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 THURS, OCT. 16
MUSIC, DEF JAM RECORDINGS 

30TH ANNIVERSARY CON-
CERT: Featuring Rick Ross, 2 
Chainz, DMX, Fabolous, Foxy 
Brown, Method Man, and more. 
$60–$190. 8 pm. 

SUN, OCT. 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

BOSTON CELTICS: Preseason 
game. $22–$300. 3 pm. 

MON, OCT. 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS: Pre-
season game. $20–$250. 7:30 
pm. 

SAT, OCT. 25
MUSIC, A NIGHT OF WORSHIP 

TO SAVE OUR YOUTH GOS-
PEL EXPLOSION: Featuring 
gospel artists Bishop Hezekiah 
Walker, Yolanda Adams, and 
Erica Campbell. $49.50–
$99.50. 7 pm. 

MON, OCT. 27
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO: With 

guests Christina Perri and 
MKTO. $35–$69.50. 7 pm. 

THURS, OCT. 30
MUSIC, POWERHOUSE 2014:  

Featuring J. Cole, Ne-Yo, 
Young Jeezy, Kid Ink, T.I., 
Childish Gambino, French 
Montana, Migos, Tinashe and 
Bobby Shmurda. $19.99–$199. 
7 pm.

FRI, OCT. 31
MUSIC, BOO!: Halloween dance 

party featuring Knife Party, DJ 
Snake, Tommy Trash, Tchami, 
and Milo and Otis, and Craze. 
$29.50–$85. 7 pm. 

MON, NOV. 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER: 
$69–$4,000. 7:30 pm. . 

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

The boss: Rick Ross headlines the Def Jam Recordings 30th 
Anniversary Show at Barclays. Oct. 16.
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Bring it on Home: Folk Arts in Digital Domain

This gathering will address the importance of giving 
communities access to and use of their own cultural heritage 
maerials–such as audio, video, and photographic records of 

music, dance, and other cultural traditions–for the 
benefi t of future generations. 

Thursday, October 23, 2014, 7pm 
at The Actors Fund Arts Center at The Schermerhorn - 

160 Schermerhorn Street, Brooklyn, NY

BROOKLYNARTSCOUNCIL.ORG/FOLKARTS

Brooklyn Arts Council

4th Annual Folk Arts Day
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3 great locations!
78 WILLOUGHBY ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

119 COURT ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

46 WEST 36TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10018

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER & TAKE OUT!  

And now introducing

136 LAWRENCE ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11201

OPEN 7 DAYS

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

300 Jay Street 
Downtown BrooklynSunday 11/9  11 am-3 pm

www.citytech.cuny.edu/openhouse

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

T
here are literal bridges 
and there are meta-
phorical bridges. “The 

Bridge,” a new musical at the 
Brooklyn Historical Society 
celebrating the construction 
and legacy of the Brooklyn 
Bridge, tackles both kinds. 

The production explores 
the lives of the Roebling 
family — John Roebling, 
his son Washington Roe-
bling, and daughter-in-
law Emily Warren Roebling 
— who designed and engi-
neered the bridge, through 
the eyes of poet Hart Crane, 

who wrote about them de-
cades later. 

“In the play, his poem 
is being constructed while 
the bridge is being con-
structed,” said co-writer 
Liv Cummins, who wrote 
the show with her partner 
Matt Marks. “It is a look 
at the tight-lipped Victo-
rian world through the 
eyes of the 1920s crazy jazz 
age world. It questions time 
and architecture and form 
and the value we place on 
gender roles.”

By all accounts, Emily 
Warren Roebling was the 
brains behind most of the 
bridge construction. She 

took over as head of engi-
neering after her father-in-
law died and her husband 
became bedridden. 

“She was so under fire, 
figuratively and literally,” 
said Cummins.“There were 
calamities, fires, explosions, 
and people dying. Mean-

while, she had to charm 
all these men.”

In “The Bridge,” an ac-
tor plays Crane as the nar-
rator of the story. When 
Crane wrote his poem — 
also called “The Bridge” 
— in the 1920s, he was 
living at 110 Colum-
bia Heights in Brooklyn 
Heights, where Washing-

ton Roebling had also lived 
while the bridge was under 
construction. In the musi-
cal, Hart becomes inspired 
to write his epic work after 
bearing witness the family’s 
monumental achievement — 
just as Cummins and Marks 
were some 80 years later. 

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t is Gowanus after dark.

“Gowanus Wild,” a photogra-
phy exhibit opening at Ground 

Floor Gallery on Oct. 10, show-
cases the titular neighborhood’s 
natural, nighttime side. The roving 
cameraman behind the show said 
the project grew out of a love for 
nature and the weird urban decay of 
the blocks surrounding the murky 
depths of the Gowanus Canal.

“Walking around at night I 
just got hooked on these eerie 
scenes,” said Miska Draskoczy, 
a filmmaker and photographer who 
lives on the border of Park Slope 
and Gowanus. “I spend a lot of 
time upstate, and so these walks 
just felt like urban hikes.”

The photos show a side of Gow-
anus that gets lost in the constant 
discussion of the canal’s toxic 
sludge and polluted waters. Flow-
ers, trees, and even birds co-min-
gle with wire fences, graffitied 
brick walls, and long-forgotten 
traffic cones, all captured under 
the creepy cover of night.

Draskoczy moved to Gowanus 
in 2008, and has been has been 
photographing the neighborhood’s 
wildest and most remote corners 
since 2012. He was already work-

ing in the film industry, but that 
year, he decided to take a pho-
tography class and his first as-
signment was to photograph his 
“happy place,” he said. 

So Draskoczy began prowl-
ing around the deserted, indus-
trial streets of Gowanus at night, 
snapping shots of plants, wildlife, 
and urban decay. That project has 
now bloomed into an increasingly 
successful side career. 

“I just went with my gut,” he 

said. “It’s changed a lot, but back 
then you could walk around all 
night and not run into anyone.” 

“Gowanus Wild” is the first solo 
show at Ground Floor Gallery since 
it opened in April. One of the gal-
lery’s founders said Draskoczy’s 
work is a perfect fit for its mission to 
serve art in the neighborhood.

“The area is changing so fast 
that already some of the sites in his 
photographs no longer exist or have 
changed,” said Krista Saunders, di-
rector of Ground Floor. “We love 
that we’re the first ones to show the 
whole series,” she said.

Bridging history
B’Heights musical celebrates the 
Brooklyn Bridge and Hart Crane

Take a walk on wild slide
Photographer captures nature and decay in Gowanus

Bridge and tunnel crowd: Actors Billy Hannon and Cindy Marchionda will play historical characters 
in a musical about the Brooklyn Bridge.
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Gowanus nights: Miska Draskoczy spends many nights prowling around the Gowanus 
Canal, shooting photgraphs of the fetid waterway’s ecology.
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“The Bridge” at the Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222–
4111, www.brooklynhistory.
org]. Oct. 15–17 at 7:30 pm. 
$10 ($5 for Brooklyn Historical 
Society members).

T H E AT E R

“Gowanus Wild” opening 
reception at Ground Floor 
Gallery (343 Fifth Ave. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth streets 
in Park Slope, www.ground-
fl oorbk.com). Oct. 10 at 6:30 
pm. Free. Show runs to Nov. 9

A R T

Wild waterways: Two of Miska Draskoczy’s photos from “Gowanus Wild.” 
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Great rates like ours don’t grow on trees.

*New Accounts and new money only. APY effective September 5, 2014. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $25,000 is required. IRAs are not eligible. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing 
Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. All offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

6-Month CD

1.00%
APY*

$25,000 minimum deposit

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Hops Hill [886 Fulton St. between Waverly and Clinton avenues in Clin-
ton Hill, (347) 987–4334, www.hops-hill.com]. Open Mon–Thu, 2 pm–2 
am; Fri, Sat, noon–4 am; Sun, noon–2 am.

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

B
rooklyn has got the 
blues.

The Big Eyed Blues 
Festival will get Kings 
County grooving for the 
ninth time on Oct. 10 and 
11, with performances at two 
Brooklyn venues. The show’s 
founder said the whole point 
is to keep the musical genre 
she loves alive.

“I call myself a champion 
of the blues,” said singer 
Beareather Reddy, who will 
also perform at the festival. 
“Not because I sing it so well, 
but because I try to keep it in 
people’s minds and in their 
hearts.”

Reddy moved to Brooklyn 
in 1976 after growing up in 
Sylvania, Ga. She came for 
the bright lights, she said.

“I moved to New York 
to become a star,” she said. 

“Just like everyone’s back 
story.”

But after she had been here 
for a while, Reddy noticed 
that a key piece of her child-
hood seemed to be missing. 
She recalled her parents tak-
ing her to juke joints when 
she was a kid.

“My folks would work hard 
all week long and then on the 
weekends they would go to 
the juke joints,” Reddy said. 
“They would have a ball. Ev-
eryone seemed so happy.”

Reddy could not find any-
thing similar in her new home 
borough, she said, so she de-
cided to start organizing her 
own shows.

“I didn’t see enough 
blues,” said Reddy. “And no 
people dancing and smiling 
like I remembered.”

One of the festival’s per-
formers, a Chicago blues-a-
dor who has been dropping 
12-bar progressions for more 

than 60 years, said he was 
glad to be spreading his tunes 
in the borough of Kings.

“It’s always good to go 
and play the blues in areas 
where they don’t have much 
of it,” said Eddy “The Chief” 
Clearwater, who will be per-
forming on the second night 
of the festival.

That evening will also fea-
ture a children’s workshop to 
get young kids interested in 
the blues. Reddy works with 
students at PS 137, and has 
formed a band of young blues 

musicians called the Big Eyed 
Youth Ensemble, which will 
be performing on both nights 
of the festival.

“I want to make sure we 
introduce kids to the blues 
too,” she said.

Reddy also wants to make 
sure the black community 
holds on to an important 
piece of its history.

“I want us to be proud of 
this heritage,” she said. “Even 
if the blues came out of a lot 
of pain, it also brought a lot 
of joy.”

Lovesick for the blues
Singer keeps genre alive in Bklyn with music fest

She has got the blues: Singer Beareather Reddy is tuning up for the ninth 
annual Big Eyed Blues Fest, a two-day event she hopes will get Brooklynites 
hooked on her favorite genre.
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don and Louis Katz. Free. 
9 pm. Legion (790 Metro-
politan Ave. at Humboldt 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.legion-bar.com. 

TUES, OCT. 14
READING, JAMIE KILSTEIN 

AND ALLISON KILKENNY: 
“#Newsfail” book launch. 
Free. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

MUSIC, RHAPSODY PLAY-
ERS BENEFIT CONCERT: 
Price includes wine, beer, 
and light fare. Proceeds 
benefi t the Prospect Park 
Alliance. $60. 8 pm. Pros-
pect Park Picnic House 
(Prospect Park West and 
Fifth Street in Park Slope), 
www.prospectpark.org. 

MUSIC, OPEN MIKE EAGLE/
SERENGETI, BILLY 
WOODS: $12 ($10). 8:30 
pm. Glasslands (289 Kent 
Ave. at S. Second Street in 
Williamsburg), www.glass-
lands.com. 

WED, OCT. 15
FILM, “THE ASSASINTA-

TION OF JESSE JAMES 
BY THE COWARD ROB-
ERT FORD”: Followed by 
a Q&A with Casey Affl eck. 
$15. 11:15 am. Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe Ave-
nue and Berry Street in Wil-

liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

“WILD GRASS”: Presented by 
the Beijing Dance Theater. 
$20 and up. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

CRIMSON KITTY’S HELL-
CATS!: LGTBQI party with 
performances, DJs, raffl es, 
and games.. Sliding scale 
admission. 10 pm. Bizarre 
[12 Jefferson St. between 
Broadway and Bushwick 
Avenue in Bushwick, (347) 
915–2717], www.bizarre-
bushwick.com. 

THURS, OCT. 16
THEATER, “PORT BOU”: 

New opera by composer 
and performer Elliott 
Sharp, depicting the fi nal 
moments of philosopher 
Walter Benjamin’s life as he 
fl ees Nazi-occupied France. 
$20–$35 ($15 members 
and students). 8 pm. Issue 
Project Room [22 Boerum 
Pl. at Livingston Street in 
Downtown, (718) 330–
0313], www.issueproject-
room.org. 

THEATER, “4-48 PSYCHO-
SIS”: Polish theater com-
pany “TR Warszawa” per-
forms its adaptation of the 
Sarah Kane play. $35–$55. 
8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[29 Jay St. between John 
and Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo, (718) 254–8779], 
www.stannswarehouse.
org. 

READING, THE BROOKLYN 
POETRY SLAM: Hosted 
by Mahogany L. Browne 
with music by DJ JivePo-
etic. Free. 7 pm. BRIC Arts 

Media House [647 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

FRI, OCT. 17
ART, GOWANUS OPEN 

STUDIOS: Visit private 
artist studios, and attend 
opening parties and special 
events around Gowanus. 

Free. Noon–6 pm. Various 
locations around Gowanus, 
(347) 446–8254, artsgow-
anus.org/gowanus-open-
studios-2014. 

TALK, JONATHAN LETHEM: 
The “Fortress of Solitude” 
author talks about 1970s 
Brooklyn. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 

www.brooklynhistory.org. 
DANCE, CONTRASHOCK: 

Contra dancing with Coun-
try Dance New York and 
Brooklyn Contra, with live 
music and dance lessons 
for beginners. $15. 7:30 
pm. Camp Friendship [339 
Eighth St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–3695], 
campfriendshipbrooklyn.
com. 

SAT, OCT. 18
MUSIC, STATEN ISLAND 

INVADES BROOKLYN: 
Tom Cintulla and the Buf-
falo 24, Yeti, Carl Gallagher 
and the Off-Track Bettors, 
and Vinny Bunnicelli. $5 
suggested donation. 8 
pm. The Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 627–4949], 
www.waystationbk.com. 

ART, “TSUKASA KANAWA X 
SHINYA KATO — CLOSE 
ENOUGH TO WALK 
APART”: Joint exhibition of 
works by Tsukasa Kanawa 
and Shinya Kato. Free. 
3–6pm. ShapeShifter Lab 
[18 Whiwell Pl. between 
First and Carroll streets in 
Gowanus, (646) 820–9452], 
www.shapeshifterlab.com. 

READING, RACHEL RUSSO: 
Launching her new book 
“How To Get Over Your 
Ex: A Step By Step Guide 
To Mend A Broken Heart 
Italian American Style.” 
Free. 6 pm. The BookMark 
Shoppe [8415 Third Ave. 
between 84th and 85th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (973) 
223–6406], www.rachel-
russo.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

The Bard’s tale: “Shakespeare’s Sonnets,” featuring 
the Berliner Ensemble performing 25 Shakespear-
ean sonnets arranged to music‚ is at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music until Oct. 12.
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The Big Eyed Blues 
Festival at Jazz966 [966 
Fulton St. between Cam-
bridge Place and Grand 
Avenue in Clinton Hill, 
(800) 838–3006, www.
b i g e y e d b l u e s .w e b s .
com]. Oct. 10 at 7 pm. 
$20. And at Kumble The-
ater, Long Island Univer-
sity [1 University Plaza, 
(718) 488–1624]. Oct. 11 
at 4 pm. $35 ($20 for stu-
dents), $100 VIP.

M U S I C
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www.nyc.gov/examsforjobs

sanitation

• Great pay and benefits

• Great advancement opportunities

Filing period for Sanitation Worker exam:

Oct. 1 to Oct. 31, 2014

Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine.

JOIN NEW YORK’S STRONGEST!

The problems with plastic, vinyl windows:

•  Even through normal temperature changes, vinyl 
windows and patio doors can expand, contract, 
warp and leak. 

•  If their seals break and the insulating gas escapes, 
your energy efficiency goes out the window.

The solution is our Fibrex® window:

•  We’re the replacement window division of 
Andersen, and they developed our Fibrex 
material to meet their superior standards.

•   Fibrex is so strong it helps prevent 
glass movement, seal failure, and 
discomfort in your home.

•  Our exclusive Fibrex material is 
twice as strong as vinyl, and—
unlike wood — requires 
virtually no maintenance.*

�

Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

1-877-844-9204

 Only through October 31st

This special ends 
October 31st!

The people who want these 
windows and patio doors later 
simply won’t get this deal!

You get the windows,  
we pay the interest

Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan. 
Offer expires October 31st, 2014

or

5 YEARS 
NO INTEREST1

SAVE 20% 
on windows, patio doors AND installation1

Yes, we are discounting ALL THREE!

1Restrictions and conditions apply; see your local representative for details. Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. No adjustments to previous orders. Offer not available in all areas, 20% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum purchase of 4 or more windows. Offer does not include bay/bow windows. 
Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan. As part of the Instant Product Rewards Plan, all homeowners must be present and must purchase during the initial visit to qualify. To qualify for 20% discount offer, initial contact for a free Window Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 10/31/14 with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days 
after the initial contact. 0% APR for 60 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 60 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently 
owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, 
counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License #: H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of 
Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2014 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2014 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *See limited warranty for details.

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Fort Greene artist Dread 
Scott buckles under pressure, 
then gets back up again.

On Oct. 7, the provocateur 
had a fireman spray him with 
a fire hose beneath the Man-
hattan Bridge archway for a 
performance with the heavy-
duty title “On the Impossi-
bility of Freedom in a Coun-
try Founded on Slavery and 
Genocide.” The blast crum-
pled him onto the wet cob-
blestones, but Scott stood up 
to face it again. Scott’s soak-
ing was meant to evoke iconic 
images of civil rights work-
ers being hosed for their ac-
tivism in the 1960s, but the 
message is universal, he said 
before staging the piece.

“Fundamentally, it’s about 
the struggle for freedom,” he 
said. “The people who have 
fought for freedom have been 
battered and brutalized. And 
that struggle is vital and im-
portant.”

As he faced down the tor-

Say it — and spray it
Artist endures fi re hose for protest performance-art

rent, Scott raised his hands in 
a gesture made internation-
ally recognizable during the 
ongoing protests over the po-
lice killing of unarmed teen 
Michael Brown in the town 
of Ferguson, Missouri.

Scott has lived in Fort 
Greene since the ’90s and 
is currently working out of 
a studio in Dumbo. His con-
nection to the neighborhood 
is part of the reason he chose 
the archway as the location 

for the performance.
But he said he was also 

drawn by Walt Whitman’s 
ties to the area, and the poet’s 
vocal support for the eman-
cipation of slaves, he said in 
a pre-show interview.

Artist Dread Scott during his performance piece “On the Impossibility of 
Freedom in a Country Founded on Slavery and Genocide” in Dumbo.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s top prosecutor 
is getting tough on hate.

Hate crimes are up across 
the borough, particularly 
those targeting Jews and 
Muslims, and District Attor-
ney Ken Thompson has cre-
ated a special unit dedicated 
to investigating and prose-
cuting bigoted acts. Address-
ing the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce last Wednes-
day, the prosecutor appealed 
to the assembled business-
people’s concern for the bot-
tom line.

“Bias-related violence is 
ugly,” he said. “It threatens 
to rip apart the fabric of so-
ciety, and it’s bad for busi-
ness. The hate crimes unit is 
there to show our resolve as a 
community of different neigh-
borhoods, different cultures, 
that no matter who you are as 
you walk down the streets of 
Brooklyn that you are free of 
the fear of being attacked be-
cause of who you are.”

In early September, 
Thompson tapped Assis-

tant District Attorney Marc 
Fliedner to head up the unit, 
called the Civil Rights Bu-
reau. Fliedner is a veteran at 
the District Attorney’s Of-
fice, having worked under 
former borough prosecutors 
Charles Hynes and Eliza-
beth Holtzman from 1987 
to 1992, and again starting 
in 2006. Before his appoint-
ment, Fliedner had worked 
in the sex crimes and homi-
cide bureaus, and led the ma-
jor crimes bureau since 2011. 
The legal eagle is also the 
office’s liaison to the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgen-
der, and queer community. 
Fliedner said he will hit the 
ground running in his lat-
est position.

“I couldn’t be more pleased 
with this appointment,” Flied-
ner said in a statement. “I am 
determined to help make the 
Civil Rights Bureau in the 
Brooklyn DA’s office the fin-
est in the country.”

A number of high-profile 
hate crimes have occurred in 
the borough this year, includ-
ing a rash of anti-Jewish and 
 anti-Muslim  attacks and ha-

DA to bigots: Watch out
Lawman Thompson creates a hate-crimes task-force

combat veteran  kicked a preg-
nant Pakistani mother in Ma-
rine Park and told her to “go 
back to Afghanistan.”  In an-
other, a vandal  spray-painted a 
swastika on the American Le-
gion building in Gravesend. 

Attacks have also targeted 
gay people, as in the Saturday 
shooting in Bushwick where, 
according to police,  three men 
harassed a group dressed in 
drag, then one opened fire, 
hitting a member of the group 
in the buttocks .

A police spokeswoman 
emphasized that many crimes 
categorized as bias incidents 
are not acts of physical vi-
olence but rather consist of 
vandalism and harassment.

There have been 105 re-
ported hate crimes in Brook-
lyn so far this year, a 38 
percent jump from the 76 re-
ported crimes in the same 
time period in 2013. 

The increase is new, but 
Brooklyn led the city in hate 
crimes from 2008 to 2012, 
with 607 in that period re-
cord compared to Manhattan, 
the borough with the next-
highest total, 383.

rassment incidents that flared 
up over the summer during 
the war in and around Gaza 
and advances in Syria and 
Iraq by the so-called Islamic 
State extremist group. 

Anti-Semitic crimes went 
from eight a month to 18 a 
month citywide starting in 
July, and there have been 17 
crimes targeting Muslims so 
far this year, compared to 
seven during the same pe-
riod last year, according to a 
 Sept. 17 WNYC report .

In one instance, cops say a 

District Attorney Ken 
Thompson is targeting 
attacks on diversity.
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A Brooklyn inventor 
and Navy veteran with the 
help of his son and nephew 
has devised a system that 
will help homeowners and 
building managers “batten 
down the hatches” before 
the next big storm hits.

On the day after Hur-
ricane Sandy struck, Tim 
Bracci, a skilled master me-
chanic who grew up in the 
metal-fabricating business, 
walked for days and wit-
nessed fi rsthand the devas-
tation caused by the storm. 

“All of my friends were 
affected,” he said. “Some 
still haven’t gotten the help 
they need. It was heart-
breaking to see families 
left homeless with their 
possessions — including 
treasured photographs — 
and family heirlooms gone 
forever.” One of his sons 
and one nephew lost their 
homes. 

They were determined 
fi nd a way to protect the 
community from another 
ordeal like this. For Tim 
and his family, BrakeWater 
is more than a business, it’s 
a mission. 

“We set out to fi x a trag-
edy,” he said. “You can’t do 
anything to change earth, 
global warming, or weather, 
but you can protect homes 
by keeping the water out.”

In the Navy, he recalled, 
hatches were used to keep 
ships watertight. He was 
certain that the same prin-
ciple could be used to pro-
tect homes from fl ooding. 
Working with his son Jon-
athan and his nephew Mi-
chael, they began to design 
prototypes that would soon 
become BrakeWater tech-
nologies. It took about eight 
months to develop the tech-
nology and their system 
that is patent pending. The 
Braccis began installing 
BrakeWater last year and it 
is already protecting 100’s 
of homes. 

The Bracci’s recommend 
installing BrakeWater on 

basement windows and 
windows and doors that 
are between ground level,  
and below four feet high. 
Half-door and half-window 
options were developed to 
save money and are avail-
able. 

Its a two-step process, 
rigid frames custom built 
for buildings are perma-
nently attached to the win-
dows and doors’ openings. 
When a major storm is ap-
proaching, the homeowner 

attaches the hatch to the 
frame and it lock in. 

“It’s so simple,” says 
Tim, “a child can do it.” 

The company’s motto is: 
Snap On, Problem Gone.

The units are made out 
of aluminum, which won’t 
rust. The technology em-
ploys compression gaskets 
making the system com-
pletely submergible. 

“To our knowledge and 
research, we are the only 
submergible fl ood unit 

made,” says Tim.
BrakeWater fabricates 

the frames and no unit is 
installed until it has been 
inspected by a master me-
chanic. Whether a crew 
from BrakeWater installs it, 
the customer or a contrac-
tor, BrakeWater is always 
there to offer its advice.

To test that BrakeWa-
ter really is watertight, the 
Braccis built a large tub and 
created an  agitated fl ood in 
the tub. They left the system 

submerged for 28 hours. 
The seal held watertight, 
not a drop of water.

BrakeWater was de-
signed to be affordable. Tim 
states, “Installing Brake-
Water is far less expensive, 
than any of his competitors 
on the cost of recovery or 
fi lling your basement with 
sand, and a good alterna-
tive for fl ood insurance that 
can’t always be gotten.” At 
the moment BrakeWater is 
only sold locally but soon 

the company expects to go 
national. At that time, said 
Tim, the prices will go up.

Now on sale, the average 
window cost drops from 
$1,100 to $750, half-doors 
from $1,900 to $1,400. Full 
doors, street grade, drop 
from $2,300 to $1,800 — but 
not for long. So give us a 
call at (718) 444-4646.

BrakeWater Technology 
[1440 Utica Ave., corner of 
Farragut Road, Brooklyn, 
www.brakewater.com]

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Navy veteran fi nds way to keep homes watertight
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Over the weekend, 
churches across the bor-
ough became animal houses 
of worship.

Catholics and Episcopa-
lians marked the Feast of 
Saint Francis of Assisi on 
Oct. 4 and 5. The celebra-
tion honors the nature-lov-
ing missionary who lived as 
a vagrant under the big sky, 
preaching peace among all 
beings, including the furry, 
feathered, and scaly variet-

ies. These days pet-owning 
devotees mark the holiday by 
lining up before a priest to get 
their best friends blessed. 

The ritual isn’t quite as 
weighty as those for humans, 
but it is holy nonetheless, a 
priest explained.

“Saint Francis was a man 
whose life turned around and 
he dedicated himself to pov-
erty, the church, and all of 
nature,” said Father Michael 
McGee, of the Good Shep-
herd Church in Marine Park. 
“We don’t bless animals like 

we bless people, but we do 
ask for good health and for 
god to watch over them.”

McGee said he has been 
blessing animals for as long 
as he has been ordained a 
priest, and while the vast ma-
jority of animals showing up 
to be blessed are dogs, he has 
also given blessings to the 
occasional ferret, snake, and 
iguana. Cats show up some-
times too, he said, but they 
keep their own schedule.

“Cats are always late,” 
he said.

Four legs good!
Pets get blessed at Feast of St. Francis

Priest Sarah Kooperkamp gets a kiss from her dog 
Job at the blessing of the animals on Oct. 5 at the 
Church of the Holy Apostles in Windsor Terrace. A 
girl holds Miss Turtle. April Mata of Staten Island 
holds Finn, her dwarf rabbit.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

A Red Hook coffee roaster 
that got slammed by Hurri-
cane Sandy is back and brew-
ing up mugs of its black 
gold at a new cafe in Clin-
ton Hill.

Brewklyn Grind, run by 
three Bay Ridge brothers, 
opened its first storefront on 
Myrtle Avenue last Friday, 
marking the latest milestone 
in a triumphant rebound from 
the superstorm that swamped 
its roasting facility just shy of 

three years ago. The new java 
joint is a way for the brothers 
to invite neighbors in to wake 
up and smell their coffee, ac-
cording to one owner.  

“You have to blend busi-
ness and community,” Alain 
Farrelly said, explaining that 
they hope to start an intern-
ship program to teach young 
people about the business. 
“We are giving back to some-
thing that we’re a part of.”

The trio became caffeine 
fiends at an early age, sipping 
coffee around the kitchen ta-

ble as kids, and started roast-
ing small batches of beans 
for fun back in 2003, two of 
the brothers explained. 

“It started off as a hobby,” 
said Craig Farrelly, who is 
now putting his engineer-
ing background to work as 
head of Brewklyn’s roasting 
operation.

Alain said that experience 
comes in handy.

“It’s a real art and a sci-
ence,” he said. “So it’s good to 
have the engineer doing it.”

The operation expanded 

Ruling the roast
Sandy comeback cafe gives Myrtle Ave. 
espresso scene a big shot in the arm

from Alain’s apartment into 
a small space in Sunset Park, 
then, in 2011, into the Red 
Hook plant, the brothers said. 
But 11 months later, Sandy 
wiped them out completely.

“It looked like a burglar 
got in there and moved ev-

erything around,” Alain Far-
relly said.

All their equipment and 
their entire stock of beans 
were destroyed, costing them 
close to $100,000, they said. 
On top of that, the roasters 
lost almost half of their busi-

ness because customers were 
not sure if or when they would 
start roasting again. The hit 
caused the brothers to do 
some soul searching.

“Once that happened, we 
really had to reassess what 
we were doing,” Craig Far-

relly said.
They decided to try again, 

and through some legwork, 
they say they scored a grant 
from the city, borrowed 
money from friends and fam-
ily, and found a new space 
in Red Hook — this time on 
an upper floor.

A year later, business was 
buzzing with Brewklyn beans 
selling online and in borough 
coffee shops, the brothers 
said. But they felt some-
thing was missing, and de-
cided they needed their own 
storefront to really get things 
percolating.

“It was really the miss-
ing link for us,” Craig Far-
relly said. “It puts a face on 
the brand.”

They settled on a spot 
on Myrtle Avenue between 
Emerson Place and Classon 
Avenue in Clinton Hill. The 
space was a mess at first, they 
said, and they needed the help 
of a $37,000 grant from the 
Myrtle Avenue Revitaliza-
tion Project, a booster group 

serving the strip, to get the 
coffee house in order.

“It literally looked like 
a bomb hit it,” Alain Far-
relly said.

No sign of the disarray re-
mained by the time the grand 
opening rolled around. In-
side, the tin ceiling and ex-
posed brick are comple-
mented by a sign bearing the 
Brewklyn Grind logo — a 
“B” with a pigeon as a nod 
to the coop their father keeps 
back in Bay Ridge.

It is a wholesome, light 
story and all, but when it 
comes to describing the 
name’s origin, Alain has 
no filter.

“Growing up in New York 
is a f------ grind,” said Alain 
Farrelly. “But coffee is one 
of those affordable pleasures 
that helps you get by.” 

Brewklyn Grind (557 
Myrtle Ave. between Em-
erson Place and Classon 
Avenue in Clinton Hill, 
www.brewklyngrind.com).

Alain and Craig Farrelly are two of the three brothers who run Brewklyn Grind.
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Think owning 
a home is out 
of reach?

Think again.

TD Right Step Mortgage®:

  • Low down payment

  • No private mortgage insurance

  • An alternative to FHA-backed loans*

Ask about all of our mortgage options 
today. Stop by your local TD Bank or 
call 1-800-822-6761.

  TD Bank, N.A. | Equal Housing Lender  | *Low income and moderate borrowers have verifi ed 
qualifying income which is 80% or less of HUD Median Income for area. Loans subject to credit approval.
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ENDORSED BY:

Know a great nurse who’s helped you at home, in the hospital or elsewhere? Someone whose 
skills, compassion and caring has made a difference to the quality of your life or the life of a 
loved one? We want to honor the nurses who make a difference, day in and day out.  

Your participation is critical. Nominate a worker today and tell us of the person’s good works.  

The New York State Nurses Association, Our Town, The West Side Spirit and Our Town Downtown 
are honoring the men and women who help ensure New Yorkers are well taken care of. This 
November, in a special awards ceremony, we will feature nurses who go above and beyond to 
make patients’ lives better.

Best Emergency Room Nurse         Best Hospice Nurse

Best Surgical Nurse         Best Nurse Educator 

Best Rookie Nurse         Best Psychiatric Nurse

Go to nurses-awards.com to nominate someone today

NOMINATE A NURSE

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A man who neighbors de-
scribed as a big-hearted Santa 
Claus was slain in his Red 
Hook Houses apartment on 
Oct. 5, police said.

Officers responded to 
a 911 call at 11:33 am on 
Sunday and found Howard 
“Tony” Sterling, 53, shot in 
the left leg in his home on 
the pedestrian-only Bush 
Street between Columbia 
and Hicks streets, according 

to a report. Sterling was un-
conscious when cops arrived, 
and paramedics transported 
him to New York Methodist 
Hospital, where a doctor pro-
nounced him dead on arrival, 
NYPD officials said.

A man who said he had 
known Sterling for decades 
described a guy who would 
go out of his way to help 
anyone in the poor neigh-
borhood.

“He was a hood philan-
thropist, a hood Santa Claus,” 
said Suliman Stevens, a Red 

Hook resident who said he 
grew up with Sterling. “I tell 
you, he’s really going to be 
missed. He had an impact on 
this neighborhood. Everyone 
is in mourning.”

Sterling had several chil-
dren, according to Stevens.

Police deemed Sterling’s 
death a murder and an inves-
tigation is ongoing, accord-
ing to the authorities.

Sterling’s death is the first 
homicide this year in the 76th 
police precinct, which en-
compasses Carroll Gardens, 

Cobble Hill, Gowanus, the 
Columbia Waterfront Dis-
trict, and Red Hook, police 
data show.

Even as he lamented the 
loss of Sterling, Stevens mar-
veled at how little violence 
there is in Red Hook these 
days.

“The neighborhood has 
absolutely gotten better,” he 
said. “It’s already the 10th 
month and this is the only 
one? Obviously I’d like to 
have no murders, but that is 
not realistic.”

Friend: Slain Red Hook man 
was ‘a hood Santa Claus’

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Downtown now has more 
places to park — your keis-
ter.

Two miniature plazas ap-
peared last week at curbside on 
streets leading into the Metro-
Tech Center office park, giv-
ing workers, students, and res-
idents new options for taking 
a load off outside. The modu-
lar seating units feature metal 
tables and chairs bordered by 
wooden benches that double as 
planters. The petite parks on 
Lawrence and Bridge streets 
are only around for the next 
month, but they will hopefully 
liven up the area around bus-
tling Fulton Mall, according 
to a staffer at the Downtown 
Brooklyn Partnership, the pro-
business group that had the 

Park-ing spaces
Micro-plazas pop up curbside D’town

a citywide initiative called 
Street Seats that is meant to 
provide places to sit where 
sidewalk seating is in short 
supply. In the case of Law-
rence Street between Wil-
loughby Street and the Myr-
tle Avenue promenade, the 
temporary tables and chairs 
have been placed alongside 
permanent, if grimy, concrete 
picnic tables.

The Partnership footed the 
bill for the latest recreation sta-
tions, which sit on platforms 
at curb height, extending 
the sidewalk into an area the 
width of a parking spot, with 
the wraparound benches fac-
ing away from the street. De-
sign firm Fantastica, the team 
behind the so-called  “Future 
Plaza” on a sliver of cement 
between Flatbush Avenue Ex-
tension and Gold Street , made 
the micro-plazas easy to trans-
port and store.

Navy Yard furniture maker 
Bien Hecho assembled the 
components, apart from the 
tables and chairs, out of eu-
calyptus wood. Each flatbed-
sized plaza is comprised of six 
sections, which workers haul 
to their destination, then place 
beside each other and snap to-
gether like Legos.

Using a local manufacturer 
was important to the Partner-
ship, which is trying to show-
case nifty creations made in 
Kings County, Grew said.

“We want to take some of 
these great ideas out from be-
hind doors and present them 
to the public,” he said.

The neighborhood booster 
group wants to move the pop-
up parks to other streets in 
the spring, but is trying them 
out in their current locations, 
where it plans to leave them 
out till November.

“We just wanted to get them 
out there,” Grew said.

add-ons installed.
“We’re trying to activate 

primary pedestrian pathways 
in and out of Fulton Mall,” 

said Ryan Grew, deputy di-
rector of operations for the 
Partnership.

The program is part of 

Ryan Grew from the Downtown Brooklyn Partner-
ship helped get Downtown’s mini-plazas installed.
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Keep an eye out
Kids gawk at a Eurasian eagle owl at Raptor Fest, a predatory bird exhibition 
in Prospect Park on Oct. 5.
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Community News Group 
would like to thank 

the Sponsors and Supporters 
of our October 3rd Pink Newspapers

Their participation in this important edition helped to raise breast cancer awareness in New York
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I was sitting at a cafe with 
a friend recently when she 
told me how her son’s mid-

dle school suggested parents 
read their children’s texts and 
e-mails, to make sure every-
thing was okay with them. 

She liked that advice.
“I look at everything of my 

son’s, and I tell him, ‘I want 
to see every site you’re on, 
read all your texts, all your 
e-mails.’ ”

Without thinking, I burst 
out, “Ooh, I would never do 
that!” 

My judgment was inher-
ent in my comment, and she 
recoiled slightly. I apolo-
gized. 

“I’m sorry,” I said. “But 
I feel like that’s a real inva-
sion of privacy, even in the 
name of trying to help them. 
It’s like reading your kids’ 
journal.”

She looked at me quiz-
zically. 

“Really, you think it’s the 
same?”

“It’s the modern equiva-
lent,” I said. 

We didn’t go much fur-
ther, changing the subject to 
something else. But I thought 
about it a lot and when my 
kids came home from school, 
faces buried in their iPhones, 
I brought it up. 

“I never would read your 
texts or e-mails or anything 
to find out what’s up with 
you,” I said.  

“I know,” the little one 
said. 

“But, then, I need you to 
tell me what’s going on with 
you, if there are any issues 
with friends, or anyone at 
school.”

“I will, I do,” he said. 
I looked at him, staring 

into his eyes. 
“Do you?” I asked. 
I am not sure that my kids 

tell me everything that’s go-
ing on with them, everything 
that happens at school that 
might upset them, every “in-
appropriate” site they visit 
and the effect it has on them, 
every exchange via text or e-
mail that gives them pause. 
But isn’t that okay? 

I love my children dearly, 
I care very much how they’re 
doing, that they’re happy and 
that they are able to partake 
in healthy relationships with 

other people. But there is a 
point — and maybe I’m weird 
— where it is their business 
and theirs to figure. Just like 
with their homework, which I 
let them handle on their own, 
I am there for support, but 
that’s it. Their homework, 
their friendships, their idea 
of what sites are cool and fun 
are just theirs.

Maybe this strategy to 
trust in their independence 
will bite me in the ass. Maybe 
my kids will slip through the 
cracks if I’m not vigilantly 
monitoring their every move. 
But I have to trust them, don’t 
I? Sure, they are only 11 and 
13, but if not now, when? 

I always wonder where the 
dividing line is when kids are 
under constant watch and 
when they are expected to 
be responsible on their own. 
I don’t think that there is an an-
swer. Each kid is different. 

I just have to remember 
to be around, to be open and 
to keep my snap judgments 

in check if I want them to 
tell me things. Sometimes I 
hear in my tone how I think 
my boys have made a bad 
choice, and I remember the 
times when they walked away 
saying they shouldn’t have 
told me something, because 
they knew I’d get mad. 

Note to self on things to 
do to keep the honest lines of 
communication open: 

• Count to 10 before re-
sponding to anything kids 
say. 

• Pull the judging looks off 
your face when kids tell you 
something, like a good ther-
apist might.

• Ask casually about some-
thing you might suspect but 
don’t seem like you’re overly 
concerned. (My kids try hard 
not to worry me.)

• Have fun with your kids. 
The best, most real info seems 
to get imparted when we’re 
just hanging out and every-
one feels comfortable. 

• Don’t lose their trust by 
doing something behind their 
backs. If you feel it best to 
monitor, do like my friend 
did and let them know. 

What do you think? Do 
you think you should mon-
itor all electronic communi-
cation for the good of your 
kids? Let me know!

Mom plays Big Brother
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

PARENT

Antique & Collectible Auction
Pier 44 Antique Auction Gallery 

106 Ferris Street, “Red Hook”
 Brooklyn, NY 11231

Sunday, October 12th, 2014
Doors Open at Noon 

Auction from 1 P.M. to 4 P.M. 

Live and Simulcast Auction! 
ESTATE Items will be sold to the highest bidder 

Call 718-852-3400 
or visit us at : www.pier44antiques.com

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday 
across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Downtown and 
Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, 
plus our original 
columnists, 
cartoonists and 
the world’s best 
Cyclones coverage in a 
convenient package. It’s one-stop shopping with 
excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers our neighborhoods with 
the intensity of BrooklynPaper.com. The award-
winning site is 
updated several 
times every 
day, offering 
fresh news, arts 
and features 
— faster, better 
and deeper than 
any other online 
publication. Visit 
it several times a 
day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

See CONEY  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Public Library is ex-
panding hours at locations across the 
borough thanks to money set aside by 
the city and freed up by cuts inside the 
organization.

Mayor DeBlasio said the move is a 
win for bookworms and all those who 
rely on library services, such as internet 
access and kids reading programs.

“The extended hours of service at 
Brooklyn public libraries across the 
borough will help increase access to 
these services for so many families, 
and I am proud that my administration 
and our City Council made this signif-
icant investment in our city’s public li-

braries,” he said.
The expanded hours bring eve-

ning and weekend service to several 
branches.

Currently only two locations, the 
Central Library and the Kings High-
way branch, offer seven-day service. 
The longer hours will mean two thirds 
of the borough’s 60 libraries will be 
open on weekends, including the Sun-
set Park and Red Hook branches. The 
new funding will also go toward hir-
ing 25 librarians, custodians, and se-
curity guards, the biggest staffing in-
crease since 2008, according to a library 
spokeswoman. 

The expansion was made possi-
ble by a $2.8 million city allocation 

and money saved by streamlining sys-
tems inside the library, a library state-
ment said.

A library spokeswoman said the belt-
tightening measures did not result in 
any staff layoffs.

The service change comes as the li-
brary is claiming $300 million in cap-
ital needs to justify privatization mea-
sures at the Red Hook and Brooklyn 
Heights libraries, giving more than  a 
third of the former branch to a real es-
tate group to rent out for dance studios , 
and  selling the latter to be replaced by 
a luxury apartment tower with a library 
space inside .

For information on new branch 
hours, visit www.bklynlibraries.org.

Library hours get oversized
City is leaving the reading light on for bookworms
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

Raise your right hand and repeat after us:

A New York City Police Officer’s Oath of Office:

and every 

regulation in

the 1,600 page

Patrol Guide

ever-expanding

for the lowest pay

of any police officer

in this area

(subject to oversight by Internal Affairs, CCRB, the Inspector General, five district attorneys and a federal monitor)

I do hereby pledge and declare to uphold

the Constitution of the United States, and

the Constitution of the State of New York,

and that I will faithfully discharge my

duties as a New York City police officer to

the best of my ability. So help me God.

under threat of arbitrary discipline,

politically-motivated prosecution

and opportunistic lawsuits

Overworked. Understaffed.
Underpaid. Unappreciated.


