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By Danielle Furfaro
and Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn is getting a bigger share of 
the city’s private bike-share program 
two years after Hurricane Sandy soaked 
much of the inventory intended for the 
borough.

A big-time real-estate developer 
bought Alta Bicycle Share, the trou-
bled parent company of the Citi Bike 
program, and is pumping $30 million into 
expanding the footprint of the blue New 
York bikes, according to a Capital New 
York  report . The system is adding 6,000 
bikes and more than 375 stations, per a 
Citi Bike  blog post . Brooklyn neighbor-
hoods first in line for stations are Green-
point and Bushwick, and also on the list 
are Carroll Gardens, Red Hook, Cobble 
Hill, Boerum Hill, Prospect Heights, 
Park Slope, Gowanus, Crown Heights, 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

Docks were originally slated to go 
further into Williamsburg and Bedford-
Stuyvesant, and into Greenpoint, but 
those plans were dashed when saltwa-
ter from Sandy surged into the Navy 
Yard, where two-thirds of the gear for 
the program’s ini-
tial rollout was be-
ing stored, accord-
ing to a DNAinfo 
 report . Follow-
ing through on 
those installations 
won’t take much 
heavy lifting now 
that the money has appeared to pay for 
it, a company rep said.

“In many places, we have already done 
the work,” said Dan Simons, spokes-
man for NYC Bike Share, the freshly 
minted Citi Bike management com-
pany run by new owner Related Com-
panies. “We just need to go back there 

and make sure that nothing major has 
changed with land use.”

Now that the stations are back on 
track, and headed even further afield, 
reactions among Brooklynites are de-

cidedly mixed. One 
Greenpoint resident 
freaked out by ris-
ing rents said that 
the arrival of the 
bikes heralds fur-
ther Disneyfica-
tion of her beloved 
neighborhood.

“They are going to put these in the 
streets and that is going to kill the whole 
Old Brooklyn thing,” said Zuhal Dany-
ildiz. “This neighborhood gets more gen-
trified by the day.”

Another resident said the bikes are 
not meant for real Greenpointers. 

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s official: the shell of Long 
Island College Hospital is no lon-
ger the state’s problem.

Attorney General Eric Schnei-
derman and Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli (inset) approved the sale 
of the medical campus on Oct. 28, 
closing the book on the long bat-
tle over the closure and sale of the 
Cobble Hill hospital to make way 
for luxury housing. Officials with 
the State University of New York, 
which has controlled the valuable 
real estate since taking over the 
hospital in 2011, said the sign-off 
proves the deal with Fortis Prop-
erty Group is completely above-
board, despite vehement criticism 
to the contrary.

“Approval by the offices of the 
attorney general and state comp-
troller demonstrates that the con-

on the emergency room.
The state says ambulance ser-

vice will return to the site “as soon 
as possible.” If or when ambu-
lances do return, New York Uni-
versity says it expects to treat 35 
to 50 patients a day and it has 
promised to employ two private 
ambulances to transfer patients to 
nearby hospitals when needed.

Advocates and local elected of-
ficials, as recently as two week-
ends ago, called on the comptrol-
ler and the attorney general to 
investigate the state’s manage-
ment of the hospital, including 
the alleged mishandling of pa-
tient billing and the squander-
ing of a $140 million endowment 
meant to keep the hospital run-
ning in perpetuity.

Fortis has still not released its 
final plans for the luxury housing 
complex, but its initial proposal 

Supreme Court Judge Johnny Lee 
Baynes threw out the lawsuit after 
McCall threatened to pull the plug 

from May 23 until Aug. 31, when 
a lawsuit filed by staffers unions 
nearly scuttled the deal. Brooklyn 

has marked SUNY’s ownership 
of LICH and the biased RFP pro-
cess that has resulted in the sale 
of LICH for condos.”

Fortis is partnering with New 
York University Langone Medical 
Center to redevelop the property, 
which boasts views of the Statue 
of Liberty. Details on the planned 
high-end residential development 
are in short supply, but the two 
companies have touted the health-
care facilities they say they will 
build on the site, as required by a 
lawsuit settlement. The medical 
complex is set to include a $175 
million, four-story healthcare cen-
ter housing 400 employees, includ-
ing 70 doctors, according to the 
university. The hospital took over 
the existing emergency depart-
ment at the site on Oct. 31.

Fortis has agreed to reimburse 
the state for its operation of the 
walk-in emergency department 

cating for a permanent, full-ser-
vice hospital at the site, Patients 
for Long Island College Hospi-
tal, blamed Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

for the closure but said it came 
as no surprise that state pols 
went along with the plan be-
gun by his handpicked uni-
versity board.

“In fighting SUNY’s de-
struction of our hospi-
tal, we have  discov-
ered that in Gov. 

Cuomo’s New 
York state the 
c o m m u n i t y 
has little voice 
or power,” the 
group said in a 

statement. “We are 
disappointed but not surprised that 
neither Comptroller DiNapoli nor 
Attorney General Schneiderman 
had the courage to stand up against 
Cuomo and stop the corruption that 

tract complies with all state laws 
and the court-mandated settlement 
agreement, and allows the full and 
seamless transition of the facility 
to commence immediately,” 
said university chairman 
Carl McCall and chancel-
lor Nancy Zimpher in a 
joint statement.

The approval comes 
after a barrage of 
legal challenges 
from commu-
nity groups 
and staffers, 
first claiming 
that the state had 
no right to shut-
ter the 156-year-
old facility, then 
that the state stacked the process 
of picking a buyer and sabotaged 
two other developers whose bids 
scored higher in a court-mandated 
process. One of the groups advo-

Henry Street  
Food Pantry 

First Presbyterian Church
 124 Henry Street 

(door on right side of church)

DONATE FOOD TODAY
Drop off food items Mon.– Fri. from 9am to 6pm. Food pantry is open to the public on Thursdays from 10am to noon.

Proteins especially needed: peanut butter, dried or canned beans, canned fish.  

A project of the  
Brooklyn Bridge Rotary ClubThanks for your support.

Police found a man dead beneath the Coney Island Boardwalk on Oct. 25. Someone reported the body near W. 25th Street at 6:16 pm, 
police said. The man appeared to be Asian and in his 40s, but the Police Department had not released his name as of Nov. 5. The death 
appeared to be from natural causes, police said, but the medical examiner’s office has not determined an official cause of death.
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Death under the Boardwalk

CITI LIVING
More bikes to Brooklyn

The city’s bike rental program is 
moving into Greenpoint — and 
beyond!

NEW SIZE!

NEW SIZE!

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

Condos a-comin’ as state signs off on LICH

New York University took control of the emergency depart-
ment at the former site of Long Island College Hospital on 
Oct. 31.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It turns out that the scariest 
thing on Newtown Creek is New-
town Creek itself. 

The North Brooklyn Boat Club 
hosted haunted canoe rides on 
Halloween night, but the star-
ring attraction was not a ghost 
or ghoul — according to an or-
ganizer, it was the putrid water-
way itself. 

“The creek is spectacular and 
beautiful in a creepy way, and 
it has this crumbling New York 
City infrastructure that most peo-
ple do not get to see,” said Jens 
Rasmussen, founding member of 
the nautical group. “It is like tak-

ing a tour in an abandoned sub-
way tunnel.”

The club sold 180 tickets at 
$25 each and still had a wait list, 
Rasmussen said.

Masked and made-up boat-
ers took groups of 12 down the 
fetid inlet and into the murky 
shoals of Dutch Kills, a cove sur-
rounded by the forboding shores 
of Queens.

“There is an old railroad bridge 
and crumbling walls, broken 
down walkways and rotted pil-
ings and more isolation,” said 
Rasmussen. 

“It is the perfect setting for 
Halloween night.”

Newtown Creek’s creepy canoe ride

Patterson Beckwith takes a group of riders out on the water during 
the North Brooklyn Boat Club’s night of haunted canoe rides on Hal-
loween.
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See BIKES  on page 3

See CONDOS  on page 3
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Think owning a 
home is out of 
reach? 
Think again.

TD Right Step Mortgage®:

    • Low down payment
    • No private mortgage insurance
    • An alternative to FHA-backed loans*

Ask about all of our mortgage options today. 
Stop by your local TD Bank or call 1-800-822-6761.

 TD Bank, N.A. | Equal Housing Lender  | *Low income and moderate borrowers have verifi ed qualifying 
income which is 80% or less of HUD Median Income for area. Loans subject to credit appoval.

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil

Greenpoint okays Maloney
11-term Manhattan congresswoman begins second serving Brooklyn

Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney in a moment of  
relaxation during her debate against challenger 
Nick DiIorio in Astoria, Queens on Oct. 30.  

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

She’s no longer the new pol 
on the block.

Congresswoman Caro-
lyn Maloney (D–Williams-
burg) is a 21-year incumbent 
but has served Brooklyn for 
just one term since a 2012 re-
districting put her at the helm 
of New York’s 12th Congres-
sional District, which includes 
Greenpoint and a sliver of 
Williamsburg, as well as 
swaths of Manhattan and 
Queens. She won without 
much fuss in the heavily Dem-
ocratic district, but Republi-
can challenger Nick DiIorio 
managed to garner a moder-
ate amount of media attention 
during the campaign through 
relentless needling, accusing 
her of being entrenched and 
out to lunch. His minor visibil-
ity came despite running on a 
shoestring budget, $77,000 to 
Maloney’s $1.3 million.

Asked what she has planned 
for her Brooklyn constitu-

ents in her next term, Malo-
ney prefaced her response by 
pointing out that she didn’t be-
gin representing the area until 
two years ago, and pointed to 
just one initiative, encourag-
ing the construction of afford-
able housing at the long-fallow 
Greenpoint Hospital site.

“We need to preserve the 
American dream, and you do 
that by making sure there is af-
fordable housing,” she said at 
the Queens offices of the Na-
tional Herald, a Greek-Ameri-
can newspaper, during an Oct. 
30 debate, the only one of the 
campaign.

She said that she and other 
pols are pressing Mayor De-
Blasio to reopen bidding at 
the former hospital, which has 
lain fallow since it closed in 
1982. An affordable-housing 
development scheme for the 
Greenpoint Hospital site  fell 
apart two years ago when the 
chosen developer pulled out 
following the indictment of an 
executive and the city refused 
to deal with the second-place 

bidder . Maloney said that the 
city should reconsider work-
ing with the latter bidder, the 
housing advocacy group Saint 
Nick’s Alliance.

“It’s time to get the project 
moving forward,” she said, 
adding that she is interested 
in getting senior housing built 

in the area, too.
DiIorio, a financial con-

sultant, claimed that, despite 
high-profile waterfront devel-
opments such as the  Dom-
ino Sugar factory mega-de-
velopment  and big-name tech 
company  Kickstarter setting 
up shop in Greenpoint  along-

side  a bevy of startups , the 
area is suffering economi-
cally and it is due to exces-
sive red tape. 

“The economic recovery 
hasn’t made it to North Brook-
lyn,” DiIorio said. “Williams-
burg has a great opportunity to 
welcome new young people, but 
that can’t happen if we can’t re-
place businesses that have fled 
excessive regulation.”

DiIorio did not back up the 
diagnosis with statistics and, 
when asked to explain during 
a follow-up interview, made 
a dramatic left turn, calling 
for federal regulations to pro-
tect tenants and saying that 
a primary economic prob-
lem is working-class resi-
dents being squeezed out by 
rising costs.

Also during the debate, 
Maloney lambasted DiIorio 
for his lack of political expe-
rience, but he retorted that 
the congresswoman is thin-
skinned and claimed that 
she hid rather than face him 
throughout most of the lead-
up to the election.

“It is unconscionable that 
Carolyn Maloney has avoided 
any and all public debates or 
forums with me,” DiIorio said 
in the statement.

The statement, issued 
shortly after DiIorio’s press 
rep was ejected from the 
debate for interrupting, ac-
cused Maloney of barring 
press and the public from 
the event, though two re-
porters and a photographer 
were present. However, ev-
eryone present appeared to 
belong to one campaign or 
the other, and no signs adver-
tising the event were posted 
outside the newspaper office 
or the third-floor room where 
the debate was held.

Maloney had been jumpy 
about the number of people in 
the small conference room, and 
accused the DiIorio campaign 
of packing it with supporters, 
but she made no attempt to 
bar any members of the me-
dia. She lamented not coming 
with more of a posse.

“If I’d known I could bring 
along 15 of my people I would 
have,” she said.

Lentol rolls on to latest victory
By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

He’s still at it.
Greenpoint Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol has been in office 
for 42 years, the longest ten-
ure of any Brooklyn legisla-
tor in Albany, and on Tues-
day night, without mounting 
a campaign, he secured him-
self another two against a Re-
publican foe. We checked in 
to see what his priorities are 
for yet another term — it’s his 
22nd, for those keeping score 
at home — and he empha-
sized the need to keep hous-
ing affordable.

“We have to find cre-
ative ways to make it easy 
to live here,” said Lentol, 
whose seat was previously 
held by his father and grand-
father.  “It is all a work in 
progress.”

Brooklyn’s longest-serving pol cruises into a 22nd term
Another item at the top of 

the former prosecutor’s to-
do list is reducing wrong-
ful criminal convictions 
by strengthening the state’s 
DNA database and enacting 
laws requiring police inter-
rogations be videotaped and 
mandating that prosecutors 
turn over their evidence to 
defense attorneys much ear-
lier before trial. 

“Everyone thinks the laws 
are what they see on tele-
vision shows, but in New 
York state, the district at-
torney controls the whole 
process,” said Lentol. “It 
would be good to protect 
the innocent and also to 
get more actual criminals 
to plead guilty.”

Lentol also wants to in-
troduce tax breaks for musi-
cians and music-related busi-

nesses and housing incentives 
for performers to stem what 
he sees as the erosion of the 
music economy. 

“Little by little, the in-
dustry here is being whit-
tled away,” he said. “Peo-
ple think we do not have to 
change anything, but just as 
we learned with the movie 
industry, offering incentives 
really helps.”

The 71-year-old assembly-
man prides himself on being 
everywhere in the 50th Dis-
trict, which includes Green-
point, Williamsburg, and Fort 
Greene, he said. 

“I would like my legacy 
to be that I have gone every-
where and seen everyone,” 
Lentol said. “The best cam-
paigning is to have people see 
you in their own setting do-
ing your job.”

Assemblyman Joe Len-
tol is still Assemblyman 
Joe Lentol.
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R
emember a couple of 
years ago when Bar-
clays Center manage-

ment had some idea about 
how a game ticket could be 
used as a MetroCard to take 
the subway to and from the 
arena when the Nets are play-
ing? Maybe it was the other 
way around, a MetroCard that 
would double as a game ticket? 
I may be a chain-smoking pi-
geon, but even I thought that 
sounded like a bird-brained 
scheme.

Fast-forward to this 
week, when the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity introduced a “NetroCard” 
to celebrate the start of our 
Nets’ 2014-15 season featur-
ing — wait for it — a picture 
of Nets stars Brook Lopez, 
Joe Johnson, Deron Williams 
and Kevin Garnett. Not ex-
actly the innovation in game-
day transit we were promised, 
but these fancy new slivers 
of plastic adorning Brooklyn 
sidewalks should really tie 
my winter nest together.

I like a lot of things 
about November: sifting 
though post-Halloween 
candy wrappers, laughing 
at children shivering as they 

limped off the court against 
Boston. He missed the next 
seven games, and Brooklyn 
lost five of them.

Last season, Deron Wil-
liams’s ankles got him to Nov. 
15, when he went down in the 
first quarter of a game against 
Phoenix. The Nets lost nine of 
the next 12, and D-Will came 
back just in time for the afore-
mentioned Big Lug to break 
his right foot, knocking him 
out for the season.

So when Lopez’s right foot 
flared up again during pre-
season this year, causing him 
to miss the first two games of 
the season last week, I was 
ready to fly off the handle (I 
thought better of it, having 
sprained a wing during a gen-
tleman’s disagreement at a 
Gowanus watering hole a few 
weeks back). Even though BL 
was back on Monday, looking 
like the All-Star we know he 
can be, I needed a drink and 
a drag every time he came 
close to making contact with 
anyone. Or when he jumped. 
Hopefully my lungs and liver 
can hold up through this No-
vember.

Speaking of which: spare 
a buck for a beer?

the cold. I say it builds char-
acter.

But since we got a bas-
ketball team here, November 
has also become synonymous 
with my “Creaky-Ass Brook-
lyn Nets Injury Watch.” In 
2012, Lopez’s right foot 
lasted until Nov. 30, when 
the big lug from Stanford 

walk to school unprepared 
for the sudden temperature 
drop, watching the young 
scruff-stafarians in Green-
point try growing mustaches. 
My cousin Sandy (known to 
Brooklyn’s baseball fans as 
the handsome, beaked face 
of the Cyclones) winters in 
Florida, says he can’t stand 

said the development would 
include rental units, condos, 
and townhouses, one quar-
ter of the units below-mar-
ket-rate.

Former Patients for Long 
Island College Hospital mem-
ber Susan Raboy said the seal-
ing of the redevelopment deal 
proves the activists were right: 

People are going to die wait-
ing to be transported to hos-
pitals in other neighborhoods 
and it was all so that some po-
litically connected develop-
ers could make a buck.

“This has always been 
about money,” Raboy said. 
“It is clear that saving lives 
meant nothing to them. Lives 
will be lost. They are getting 
away with murder.”

UNCLESTEVESNY.COM

Introducing Steve Schirripa’s organic tomato sauce
made with tomatoes from Italy in three delicious

flavors: Marinara, Tomato Basil and zesty Arrabiata.
Avaiable at fine retailers.  For a complete list of stores,

recipes and online orders visit unclestevesny.com.

Steve Schirripa of “The Sopranos”presents:Steve Schirripa of “The Sopranos”presents:

NEW!

Don’t leave New York without it!

“The people who live here 
have bikes of their own,” said 
Barbara Wyskoswki. “This is 
going to be a thing for tourists 
and bring more of them here. 
We do not need that.”

But one resident we polled 
said the influx of blue steeds 
would be a boon to her when 
she is hosting out-of-town 
guests.

“I have a bike, but some-
times friends come to visit and 
I have had to take them very 
far away to get Citibikes. I had 
to take my dad to Park Slope 
to find one,” said Emily Laue. 
“This will be easier.”

In other neighborhoods, 
such as Red Hook and Carroll 
Gardens, the city will have 
to start from scratch to plan 
locations for docks. 

One Carroll Gardens res-
ident who, along with neigh-
borhood activists and outgo-
ing Assemblywoman Joan 
Millman (D–Carroll Gar-
dens), lobbied for a dock at 
Union and Smith streets, said 
the more stations there are in 
the area, the merrier Brook-
lyn cyclists will be.

“I think you will see a lot 
more usage within Brooklyn,” 
said Gary Reilly, a member of 
the local community board. 

Compared to Manhattan, 
Brooklyn has had low lev-
els of CitiBike ridership, and 
data from the beginning of the 
year showed all of the least-used 
docks were in Brooklyn, ac-
cording to the New York  Post . 
But Reilly and other bike advo-
cates say the demand is there 
and just needs a larger and 
more convenient network to 
be tapped.

“We haven’t really had 
the same level of saturation 
here as in Manhattan to really 
make it an intra-borough op-
tion,” Reilly said. “That is go-
ing to change as they add new 
docks, open new spaces, and 
expand the network.”

The ability to saddle up 
around the corner from his 
house would cut out the has-
sle of hauling his wheels up 
and down the stairs of his third 
floor walk-up. It would also 
give him a quick way to travel 
between geographically close 
areas — Carroll Gardens and 
Prospect Heights, for example 
— which require roundabout 
public transit trips, he said.

“Citi Bike would really 
open up an option for some 
people to get across town,” he 
said. “The extra bit of effort 
of moving your bike can dis-
suade people from hopping on 
a bike, but with Citi Bike they 

would be off to the races.”
The  car-centric areas below 

Prospect Park , the borough’s 
proverbial Mason-Dixon line, 
will be spared the bike-share 
program, for now.

Announcement of the 
Alta sale coincided with the 
naming of Jay Walder as the 
company’s new head. Walder 
abruptly left his post as Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority chairman in 2011 to 
run Hong Kong’s trans-
portation system, then re-
signed there this summer 
after  a high-speed rail proj-
ect he was in charge of ran 
over-budget and two years 
beyond-schedule .

The first wave of expan-
sion will take place in 2015 
and the rest is set to wrap up 
in 2017, Citi Bike said.

But all the new equipment 
comes with a price. Citi Bike 
is increasing the cost of an 
annual membership from $95 
to $149.

Public housing residents 
and members of certain credit 
unions will retain their dis-
counted $60 rate.

BIKES...

CONDOS...

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Greenpoint resident Zu-
hal Danyildis thinks Citi 
Bike will ruin the neigh-
borhood’s “Old Brook-
lyn” character.
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The rafters: A great place 

to spot Nets’ latest injuries

Flagrant
Fowl

with Crummy the Pigeon

Editor’s note: Welcome to the first edition of 
“Flagrant Fowl,” by our new Nets columnist 
Crummy the Pigeon. You may remember Crum-
my from this summer, when Brooklyn’s home 
team canned its ill-conceived mascot Brooklyn 
Knight and our readers  christened our vener-
able, irritable sports critic his replacement  in a 
poll. Now that the season has started up again, 
team honchos say they have no plans to come up 
with a new costumed cheerleader, so Crummy is 
ruling the roost.

Our columnist is watching to see if Brook Lopez, 
seen here shooting over Oklahoma City’s Kend-
rick Perkins at the Barclays Center on Monday, 
can stay healthy through the end of the month.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

There is blood on the street in Park Slope.
The victim of a hit and run was fighting for her life on 

Wednesday after a driver struck her as she was crossing Fourth 
Avenue that afternoon, cops said. Witnesses of the collision 

Slope hit-run
victim fi ghts 
for her life

Cops investigate the scene of a 
hit-and-run on Fourth Avenue at 
Union Street on Nov. 5. The driver 
zoomed through a red light and 
hit a woman in the crosswalk.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

liz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m

described her inju-
ries as severe.

“She was bleed-
ing from the ears 
and vomiting 
blood,” said Levi 
Liberow, of Crown 
Heights, adding 
that the car bar-
reling through a 
red light. “She 
was totally uncon-
scious.”

Paramedics re-
sponded to a call 
at 12:39 pm on 
Wednesday after-
noon and trans-
ported the woman 
to Lutheran Medi-
cal Center in serious condition, a Fire Department spokes-
man said. A police spokesman said the woman was in crit-
ical condition by mid-Wednesday afternoon. 

Security footage shot from a nearby business shows the 
woman standing on the corner, waiting for the light to change 
before she crosses Fourth Avenue. But after she takes about 
five steps into the road, making it about halfway to the me-
dian, the driver of a blue sedan that cops identified as a 
Hyundai Elantra plows into her. 

FRAME IT

SNAP IT ON

1 Easy On... Easy Off...BrakeWater 
Technologies

Introduces 
a Two Part 

Protection System
That

STOPS  

Flooding!

brakewater.com

Bracci Fence & Ironworks presents:

THE AFFORDABLE WAY 
TO PREVENT FLOOD DAMAGE

Stop Floods Through Windows And Doors!
DON’T LET IT HAPPEN AGAIN! THE AFFORDABLE SUBMERSIBLE ANSWER!!

SAVE $250 Per Window & Door Opening
Keep this ad.

Storm Warning Snaps On Problem Gone

2
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 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

Best Certificate Yields
Looking for 

Best Depositors
Your Savings Federally Insured to $250,000**

13 Month CD

1.20%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

15 Month CD

1.50%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

1750 86th Street · Brooklyn, NY  11214 · 718-680-2121
1609 Avenue Z · Brooklyn, NY  11235 · 718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you 
make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce 
earnings.  Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000. For deposits $500 to $19,999 
the APY is 0.25% lower than above.  
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Sleep-Away 
Camp

Quarterpipe stolen in gnarly burglary
88TH PRECINCT

Fort Greene–Clinton Hill
A burglar stole electron-

ics, a skateboard, and a skate-
board ramp from a Steuben 
Street apartment sometime be-
tween Oct. 13 and Oct. 17, po-
lice reported.

A 25-year-old tenant told 
cops the rear window was un-
locked when she left the build-
ing between Myrtle and Park 
avenues at 7 pm on Oct. 13, 
and that when she returned 
home at 2 am on Oct. 17, she 
noticed the items taken.

The loot included a cell-
phone, laptop, and a skate-
board from inside the apart-
ment, and in probably the 
biggest bummer of all, a bi-
cycle and a quarter pipe from 
the backyard, according to a 
police report.

Scooter looter
A bandit stole an electric 

wheelchair from in front of 
an Adelphi Street building on 
Oct. 31, cops said.

The 49-year-old owner said 
he left the Prowler four-wheel 
scooter between Greene Ave-
nue and Fulton Street at 5 pm, 
and when he returned at 8:30 
pm, it was gone.

Giveaway
An opportunist took a 

drunk man’s bicycle near 
Clinton and Park avenues 
on Oct. 27, according to the 
authorities.

The 40-year-old cyclist said 
he was intoxicated at the in-
tersection at 5:53 pm when the 
stranger came over and told 
him to dismount. The victim 
said he got off the bike be-
cause he was drunk, and that 
when he did the guy hopped 
on and took off.

Hallow’s thieves
A gang of masked teens 

robbed a woman on Clermont 
Avenue in the early morn-
ing hours of Nov. 1, accord-
ing to police.

The 17-year-old victim 
said she was between Myr-
tle and Willoughby avenues at 
3:15 am when five pint-sized 
fiends approached, shoved her 
to the ground, and yanked 
away her bag.

The ghouls took off run-
ning on Clermont towards 
DeKalb Avenue, accord-
ing to a police report. The 
bag contained cash, a cell-
phone, and credit cards, the 
report says.

Walking lead
Someone shot a man in the 

stomach in front of a Fleet 
Walk building on Oct. 27, and 
the victim managed to walk 
to the hospital an hour later, 
officers stated.

The 27-year-old victim 
said the gunman fired three 
shots at him with a handgun 
as he left his building between 
Prince and Navy streets at 
10:20 pm. 

He ran down Prince Street 
towards Myrtle Avenue but 
collapsed under some con-
struction scaffolding, accord-
ing to a report. An hour after 
passing out, the victim awoke 
and walked the two blocks 

to Brooklyn Hospital Center, 
where doctors performed sur-
gery but were not able to re-
cover the bullet, law enforce-
ment officials said.

Cut
Police arrested a teenager 

who they say injured an of-
ficer while refusing to leave 
a Monument Walk basket-
ball court on Oct. 4, where 
the teen was shooting a mu-
sic video.

An officer reported that he 
found the suspect shooting 
a rap video at the court be-
tween Park and Myrtle ave-
nues at 12:20 am, and that the 
court closes at 10 pm. 

When the officer asked the 
16-year-old suspect to leave, 
he refused and became vio-
lent, police said.

The teen resisted arrest 
as officers tried to cuff 
him, causing one officer to 
fracture his elbow, accord-
ing to an account. Officers 
did not file the report un-
til Oct. 28.

Rocking out
A teen hit a woman in the 

face with a rock at Lafayette 
Avenue and S. Oxford Street 
on Oct. 29, according to the 
authorities.

The 28-year-old victim said 
she was walking and sending 
a text message at 3:30 pm, 
and when she looked up a 
group of youths was block-
ing her way.

One of the little bullies hit 
the victim in the face with a 
rock, spit on her, and shoved 
her, then the whole crew took 
off, cops said.

Strung out
A miscreant with a dis-

cerning eye stole a bunch 
of stringed instruments and 
a computer from a Cam-
bridge Place apartment on 
Oct. 30, according to a po-
lice report.

The 30-year-old victim re-
ported he left the building be-
tween Greene and Gates ave-
nues at 2:15 pm, and when he 
returned at 11:45 that night, 
his stuff was gone. A security 
camera from a nearby restau-
rant caught two prowlers re-
moving items from the apart-
ment and placing them in a 
car, police said.

The sneaks made off with 
a vintage acoustic guitar, two 
Civil War-era banjos, a Czech 
cello, and a laptop, the victim 
reported. He said the items 
were worth $16,750.

Citi Bike bust
Cops arrested a man in 

Bedford-Stuyvesant on Oct. 
26, for stealing a Citi Bike 
from its dock on the corner 
of Myrtle and Clinton ave-
nues, a report says.

Officers spotted the 
22-year-old suspect riding 
the bike recklessly on the 
sidewalk of Throop Ave-
nue between Park and Myr-
tle avenues at 3:43 am, they 
said. They stopped the guy, 
checked with the bike-share 
program, and found out that 
the bike was not authorized 
to be out of its dock, accord-
ing to a police report.

Phone snatch
Cops arrested a teen with 

the help of a bystander after 
he allegedly snatched a cell-
phone at Greene and Washing-
ton avenues on Oct. 27.

The witness said he saw the 
14-year-old suspect approach 
the victim with two others at 
4:30 pm and ask for the time. 
When the victim checked, one 
of the guys grabbed the phone 
and tossed it to the suspect, 
who started running, accord-
ing to cops.

The witness chased the sus-
pect to the corner of Greene 
and Vanderbilt avenues, where 
he retrieved the phone and 
held the suspect until police 
arrived, officers stated.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Hack attack
Four bandits robbed a cab-

bie of a cellphone near the 
corner of Front and Gold 
streets on Oct. 23, the au-
thorities said.

The 57-year-old hack said 
he picked up the quarrelsome 
quarter at Carlton and Lafay-
ette avenues at 1:50 pm and 
they asked him to drive to 
Dumbo.

When the driver stopped 
the cab, the fiend in the pas-
senger seat grabbed his phone 
and one of the toughs in the 
backseat held him down from 
behind, cops said. 

All four crooks then took 
off running, officers re-
counted.

Pull the thread
Three sneak thieves 

swiped sweaters and sweat 
suits from a Fulton Street 
store on Oct. 19, according 
to the NYPD.

Employees of the store be-
tween Lawrence and Hoyt 
streets said the tricky trio 
traipsed in at 6:17 pm and 
started stealing stuff. They 
grabbed four sweaters, five 
sweatshirts, and four pairs of 
sweatpants, then scrammed, 
cops said. The store valued 
the merchandise at $1,180, ac-
cording to a police report.

Where’s my $2?
Cops cuffed a pair of teens 

who they say robbed a kid 
of $2 at the corner of Wil-
loughby and Jay streets on 
Oct. 21.

The victim’s 63-year-old 
grandmother said he was 
walking home at 11:35 am, 
when the two approached him, 
threw him to the ground, held 
him down, and removed $2 
from his pocket.

“If you do not give me your 
money I will punch you in the 
face,” one of the suspects sup-
posedly said.

Cops arrested a 16-year-
old later the same day, and 

a 17-year-old two days later, 
officials said.

Shaky platform
A crook stole a woman’s 

cellphone while she stood on 
the platform of the DeKalb 
Avenue subway station on Oct. 
21, police reported.

The 30-year-old victim 
said she was standing on 
the Brooklyn-bound Q train 
platform at 2:50 pm when a 
brute wielding a dark cane 
bumped into her, reached 
into her purse, and snatched 
her phone.

She boarded a train and 
watched him recede in the 
window, along with her phone, 
cops said.

Locker looted
A crafty criminal broke 

into a man’s locker while he 
worked out in a Remsen Street 
gym on Oct. 22, according 
to the authorities.

The 28-year-old fitness 
buff said he went for a work-
out in the gym between Clin-
ton and Court streets at 5:30 
pm and when he got back to 
the locker room an hour and a 
half later he found his locker 
broken open.

The crook made off with 
$40 in cash and debit and 
credit cards, cops said.

Beat street
A pair of brutes bashed 

their way into a Wyckoff 
Street apartment on Oct. 24 
and smashed up the place, 
cops said.

An 18-year-old resident of 
the apartment between Court 
and Smith streets said he heard 
a knock at the door at 8:40 pm, 
just before the dastardly duo 
broke it down.

The teen tried to stop them, 
but they smashed a television 
and busted up a chair, a re-
port states.

Take a hobby
A heartless burglar broke 

into an 85-year-old’s Clark 
Street apartment sometime 
between Oct. 14 and Oct. 21 
and stole jewelry, a coin col-
lection, and a stamp collec-
tion, police reported.

The victim said he last 
saw the items in his abode 
between Henry Street and 
Cadman Plaza West at 2 pm 
on Oct. 14. He came home 
on Oct. 21 at 2 pm to find 
that his front door had been 
busted open, cops said.

The goons made off with 
three rings, some rare coins, 
three pens, and the result of 
years of dutiful philately, 
according to a police re-
port. The victim estimated 
that the items were worth 
$48,000.

Chain in vain
A quick thief snatched a 

woman’s chain from her neck 
while she rode a Brooklyn-
bound N train on Oct. 25, ac-
cording to the authorities.

The 53-year-old victim 
said she was sitting on the 
train at 11:30 am, and when 
it pulled into the DeKalb sta-
tion, a fellow straphanger 
pretended to be looking at 
the map, then yanked her 
necklace off and scooted 
out the door.

— Matthew Perlman

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Sweet tooth
A burglar stole cash from 

a candy store on Fourth Av-
enue sometime between the 
night of Oct. 22 and the next 
morning, police said.

The thief broke into the 
sweets shop between Second 
and Third streets sometime 
between 7:15 pm on Oct. 22 
and 1 pm on Oct. 23, smash-
ing a window and turning the 
door knob from the inside to 
gain entry, cops said.

The prowler made off with 
$200 in cash, according to a 
report.

Steal wheels
A bicycle thief snatched 

two road bikes from the base-
ment of a 12th Street apart-
ment building sometime be-
tween Oct. 5 and Oct. 25, cops 
said.

The victim stored the 
Cannondale and Giant Es-
cape road bikes in the base-
ment of his building between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues, po-
lice said.

All of the building’s ten-
ants and a work crew doing 
repairs had access to the base-
ment, and there was no evi-
dence of forced entry, accord-

ing to a report.

Artful dodger
A modern-day Oliver Twist 

picked a man’s pocket in an 
Atlantic Avenue shopping 
center on Oct. 26, accord-
ing to the authorities.

The 20-year-old victim was 
walking through the mall at 
Flatbush Avenue when he felt 
a tug on his back pocket and 
saw the scoundrel running to-
ward a nearby fast-food res-
taurant, officers stated.

Only later did the man real-
ize that his wallet, which con-
tained $250 in cash, was no 
longer in his pocket, law en-
forcement officials said.

Bricks flying
Cops collared a man who 

they say tried to break into 
a restaurant on Fifth Avenue 
on Oct. 26.

A witness near the eatery 
between Park Place and War-
ren Street alerted police when 
he said he saw the 45-year-old 
suspect trying to pry open the 
restaurant’s side door with a 
metal bar just after 5:50 pm, 
cops said.

The suspect then picked 
up a piece of concrete and 
tossed it through the window, 
the witness told police.

Cops responded and ar-
rested the man for attempted 
burglary. 

Heavy pockets
A thief stole a laundry 

card-vending machine and 
an undisclosed amount of 
cash from a Plaza Street East 
apartment building basement 
sometime between Oct. 25 
and 26, officers reported.

The superintendent of the 
building between Flatbush 
and Vanderbilt avenues said 
a burglar cleaned the place 
out sometime between 10:30 
pm on Oct. 25 and 1:30 pm 
on Oct. 26, according to an 
NYPD account.

The laundry room was 
open to tenants around the 
clock, cops said.

— Noah Hurowitz

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Following orders
A robber held up a Man-

hattan Avenue convenience 
store on Oct. 27, and got away 
with thousands of dollars, po-
lice reported.

The clerk at the store be-
tween Milton Street and 
Greenpoint Avenue said he 
was changing the trash bags 
behind the counter at 8:45 
pm when the bandit barged 
in wearing a blue surgical 
mask.

He claimed to know that 
the chain store had a policy 
of handing over whatever rob-
bers ask for, cops said.

“I want $2,900 in money 
orders,” the robber supposedly 
commanded. “Do not push the 
button or I will shoot.”

The clerk printed out six 
money orders worth a total of 
$3,000 and pressed the alarm 
button as the robber fled, ac-
cording to the authorities.

No present
A scalawag stole a guy’s 

wallet while he was at a wed-
ding at a ritzy Wythe Avenue 
hotel on the evening of Oct. 31, 
NYPD officials related.

The victim said he left 
his billfold in the jacket he 
checked at the hotel between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
from 6 pm until midnight. 
When he came back to re-
trieve his jacket, the wallet 
was gone, cops said.

Bad door prize
A brute attacked and 

robbed a woman as she was 
walking into her friend’s 
Skillman Avenue apartment 
building on Nov. 1, officers 
stated.

The victim said that she 
went partying at a nightclub 
with a friend and then went 
to back to his building be-
tween Leonard and Lorimer 
streets at 5:34 am.

As she was walking in the 
door, the goon threw her to 
the ground, grabbed her iPad, 
camera, and passport, and ran 
off, a report recounts.

Casing the joint
Two burglars were spot-

ted breaking into a Meeker 
Avenue apartment building 
on Oct. 30, according to a 
report.

The witnesses told po-
lice that they saw two ban-
dits break a door to the place 
between N. Henry and Rus-
sell streets at 5:10 pm. The 
crooks walked around for a 
while, then walked out, and 
did not seem to have any ad-
ditional property with them, 
cops said.  
 — Danielle Furfaro
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Rage within the machine
New Heights assemblywoman was Dem reformer
By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Longtime Brooklyn Dem-
ocratic Party functionary Jo 
Anne Simon just got a big-
time promotion to assembly-
woman, but she didn’t get 
there without a fight.

Simon, a disability-rights 
lawyer and 10-year district 
leader, sailed to an easy 
victory against her Work-
ing Families and Repub-
lican party challengers on 
Tuesday night and will take 
the seat of retiring Brook-
lyn Heights Assemblywoman 
Joan Millman in January. The 
win comes after a heated pri-
mary against Working Fam-
ilies-backed union lobbyist 
Pete Sikora, who scored 22.5 
percent of the general elec-
tion vote despite asking peo-
ple to vote for Simon. And it 
follows a much longer, more 
epic battle against former bor-
ough Democratic boss Vito 
Lopez, before he resigned 
in disgrace over sexual ha-
rassment and groping alle-
gations.

Before Lopez’s dramatic 
fall, Simon had few allies in 
opposing the Brooklyn king-
maker who used his power 
within the party to ostracize 
those who challenged him. 
Ultimately, she said, those 
tactics hastened his ouster, 
and not playing by his rules 
helped her carve out a base 
within the political scene he 
dominated. “If the base of 
your power is fear, you might 
make some headway, but you 
won’t win hearts and minds,” 
Simon said in an interview 
last week. “I represented my 
district, not him. This was 
about him being in charge 
of all the districts.”

Lopez ran the party with 
an iron fist, expecting dis-
trict leaders to side with him 
and punishing those who re-
fused by ignoring their calls 
and anointing candidates to 
run against them in the pri-
maries, Simon explained. 
The district leaders are key 
to the county leader’s power 
in a way that made Simon a 
threat: their votes decide who 
gets to hold the seat.

New Brooklyn Heights Assemblywoman Jo Anne 
Simon, left, and her campaign manager Paul Nel-
son chow down at a politico breakfast at Junior’s 
Restaurant on Oct. 31.
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As a freshly elected dis-
trict leader in the mid-2000s, 
Simon pushed for party re-
forms including streamlining 
the cryptic appointment pro-
cess for judges and opening 
up other opaque party proce-
dures. Soon enough, she faced 
Lopez’s scorn in the form of a 
Lopez-groomed challenger to 
her 2009 Council campaign, 
Steve Levin. Levin won by 
19 percent in the six-way pri-
mary and credited “Lopez’s 
mentorship and his advice 
and guidance” outside his 
victory party.

Longtime political con-
sultant George Artz, who 
worked on Simon’s Assem-
bly campaign, echoed the de-
scription of Lopez as a bully, 
and commended Simon for 
pushing back.

“He certainly was an in-
timidating force,” Artz said. 
“And standing up to him 
shows that she has the cour-
age to stand up for what she 
believes in.”

county boss and not beholden 
to a specific district. The re-
formers eventually won the 
changes.

“She talks the talk and 
walks the walk,” Cowherd 
said.

But it was ultimately Lo-
pez who did himself in by 
purportedly groping, trying 
to kiss, and saying lecherous 
things to female employees. 
The two staffers made the al-
legations in the summer of 
2012 and the Assembly se-
cretly paid them $103,000, 
with the authorization of the 
state comptroller and attor-
ney general. The Assem-
bly stripped Lopez of the 
chairmanship of the influ-
ential housing committee 
and, in the fallout that en-
sued, additional sexual ha-
rassment allegations came 
to light and Lopez left his 
party-boss post that August. 
He finally resigned from the 
Assembly in May 2013, end-
ing 14 terms in that office, 
but ran a fall Council cam-
paign without making a sin-
gle public appearance. He lost 
the Bushwick seat to Anto-
nio Reynoso.

Simon initially sought to 
replace Lopez as party boss, 
criticizing the party as having 
a culture that silences women. 
But she stepped out of the race 
when it became clear she was 
going to get creamed by Ca-
narsie Democratic operative 
Frank Seddio — who Lopez 
appointed to his first party 
gig and who defended state 
Senator Carl Kruger when 
he was arrested for developer 
pay-to-play schemes in 2011. 
When Seddio’s chairmanship 
came up for a vote, Simon 
abstained.

Now that she has achieved 
a position of real power, the 
big question that remains is 
whether Simon has changed the 
machine or become a part of it. 
According to Seddio, the dif-
ference is negligible now.

“Up until these last two 
years there has always been 
a distinction between the 
county and the reformers,” 
Seddio said. “We managed 
to overcome that.”

The support Simon did 
have against Lopez was 
among the county Demo-
crats’ women’s caucus and 
the upstart New Kings Dem-
ocrats.

“She was opposing him 
when it wasn’t popular and 
when it was dangerous for 
her career,” said Matt Cow-
herd, cofounder and former 
president of the New Kings 
Democrats.

The following year Levin’s 
spokeswoman, the late Hope 
Reichbach, ran against Si-
mon. Reichbach called Lo-
pez “a family friend,” but 
denied Simon’s charge that 
Lopez pushed her to run.

Simon kept her position 
and, with Cowherd’s reform-
minded faction, pushed for 
transparency, increasing the 
frequency of meetings (which 
occurred only twice a year), 
and eliminating so–called “at-
large” district leaders, who 
could vote on party business 
but were hand-selected by the 
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CALL BEFORE NOVEMBER 30TH!

SPECIAL OFFER!

1Restrictions and conditions apply; see your local representative for details. Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. No adjustments 
to previous orders. Offer not available in all areas, 50% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum pur-
chase of 6 or more windows. Discount applied to lowest priced window products in purchase. Offer does not include bay/bow windows. Offer only available as 
part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan. As part of the Instant Product Rewards Plan, all homeowners must be present and must purchase during the initial visit 
to qualify. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for a free Window Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 11/30/14 with the appointment 
then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. 0% APR for 12 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all custom-
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1-877-844-9204
CALL FOR YOUR FREE WINDOW DIAGNOSIS 

To help make homes more energy-efficient, comfortable 
and maintenance free, we’re offering this discount now, 
before the cold weather is here. Buy one window—ANY 
SIZE— and your next window is 50% off!1

�  EVERY double hung window
�  EVERY casement window
�  EVERY gliding window
�  EVERY specialty window

Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan.
FOR 1 YEAR

MONEY DOWN

$0 0
PAYMENTS

0%
INTEREST

50% OFF1

BUY 1 WINDOW 
GET 1 WINDOW WITH

BUY 1 WINDOW GET 1 WINDOW 50%  
OFF1

Why can’t you buy our windows 
from stores or contractors? 
We take great pride in custom-building 
our windows, so we won’t let just anyone 
sell or install them. We take care of the 
entire process: only we sell, build, install 
and warrant our windows.

How much stronger is our window 
material compared to vinyl? 
Our Fibrex material is twice as strong 
as vinyl, and—unlike wood—requires 
virtually no maintenance*.

How are we able to install windows 
in just one day? 
Our teams of installers are exceptionally 
trained, tested, and skilled. This is why most 
installations—including the clean up—are 
completed in just one day.

WHAT IS ROTARY?
Rotary is a group of local business people who get together weekly 

to network and do charitable work in their community.

This year we’ve focused on helping 

disadvantaged pregnant women to 

become self reliant, and we also brought 

a 5 year old Haitian boy to NYC to have 

open heart surgery.

Join us! For questions or information, contact 

incoming club president Angelicque Moreno at 

(718) 802-1616; AMoreno@jkavanzino.com.

The Brooklyn 

Bridge Rotary 

Club meets 

every Thursday 

in Downtown 

Brooklyn.

A look back at hospital’s 
glory days and gutting

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A group of Gowanus neigh-
bors angry about the prospect 
of sharing sidewalk space with 
ex-prisoners are taking state 
parole officers to court.

Gowanus United sued the 
state on Nov. 3 for failing to 
notify residents about its plan 
to move three Downtown pa-
role offices into one three-
story facility at the dead-
end of an industrial stretch 
of Second Avenue beside the 
Gowanus Canal, a lawyer for 
the activists said. This pa-
per  broke news of the pa-
role plan in July , a year af-
ter the state inked a deal with 
the building’s owners, and 
representatives for the De-
partment of Corrections and 
Community Supervision did 

not  speak publicly about the 
move until a September com-
munity meeting . State prison 
officials have referred inqui-
ries to the Office of General 
Services, which is responsi-
ble for managing state con-
struction projects.

The communication lag 
shows the state knew the pa-
role complex would be con-
troversial and tried to hush it 
up, the lawyer said.

“We now know that DOCCS 
and OGS did nothing to seek 
community input for over one 
year after the lease was en-
tered into for this site,” said 
Steven Russo in a statement. 
“It is clear that this conduct 
was an intentional attempt to 
fly under the radar and slip 
the siting of this huge facility 
past the community.”

Residents have been fight-
ing the under-construction 
headquarters at 15 Second 
Ave., between the canal and 
Sixth Street, since July. The 
Bloomberg administration 
signed off on the move, but 
Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Gowanus), who has railed 
against it, says he got wind of it 
the same time as the public.

The lawsuit argues that 
the two departments failed 
to complete an allegedly re-
quired environmental study, 
and did not even look into 
whether the assessment was 
necessary.

It also seeks to override 
a zoning variance signed in 
2013 allowing the building to 
include fewer parking spaces 
than would normally be re-
quired.

“Common sense alone dic-
tates that DOCCS should have 
done due diligence, but there 
are also rules and regulations 
that haven’t been followed, 
no traffic or transit studies, 
no plan to deal with the neg-
ative impact on business and 
resident parking,” said Adine 
Pusey, a member of Gowanus 
United, in a statement. “This 
is not the way government is 
supposed to operate.”

Russo said the goal of the 
lawsuit is to mandate an en-
vironmental review for the 
site and to force the state to 
better engage with the com-
munity, should the relocation 
go forward.

A spokeswoman from the 
Office of General Services did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

Lawsuit: Deny parole offi ce
Gowanus residents seek to block prison offi ce plan

By Nathan Tempey
The Brooklyn Paper

The emergency room inside the medical campus for-
merly known as Long Island College Hospital became 
New York University Langone Medical Center Cobble 
Hill on Oct. 31. The changing of the signs marked an 
anticlimactic end of  a once-proud institution. For a 
glimpse of what Brooklyn has lost in the closing of Long 
Island College Hospital to make way for luxury hous-
ing, here’s a look back at the hospital’s history.

From the cradle to the grave: A LICH timeline

1858: Long Island College 
Hospital opens to great fanfare 
as the first teaching hospital in 
Brooklyn. The opening cere-
mony is presided over by high 
society types, including rail-
road baron Samuel Sloan.

In his speech, Sloan de-
scribes the hospital site as “an 
exceedingly elegant and sa-
lubrious location.”

1860: The medical college 
opens after early stumbles. It 
is the first U.S. medical school 

to employ bedside teaching, a 
technique that would be adopted 
throughout the country.

1863: With the Civil War 
in full swing, the hospital be-
gins service as a Union Army 
medical base.

1873: Hospital directors es-
tablish Brooklyn’s first ambu-
lance service. By this time, hos-
pital doctors are seeing more 
than 10,000 patients per year.

1875: The medical college 
tasks students with cutting open 

Brooklyn’s babies. But by the 
1990s, the hospital has fallen 
on hard times. The budget bat-
tles that have raged over the 
last 15 years have had as many 
twists and turns as a lower 
intestine. Here’s a rundown:

1998: Burdened with de-
clining revenues, the hospital 
is taken over by  Continuum 
Health Partners, a Manhattan-
based management group.

2007: Continuum  sells the 
historic limestone and brick 
building that housed its child 

neurology clinic . Hospital 
bookkeepers are looking at 
$21.7 million in losses.

2008: Continuum unloads 
three more hospital buildings 
for more than $33 million. The 
sale isn’t enough to staunch 
the financial bleeding. By 
mid-year, hospital adminis-
trators announce the  closing 
of sex abuse and psychiatric 
programs . Management lays 
off 100 staffers and the hospi-
tal’s president resigns.

2010: The hospital an-

nounces a merger with SUNY 
Downstate Medical Center as 
part of  a bailout plan by then-
Gov. David Paterson . Despite 
this, the year ends with $32 
million in losses.

2011:  Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
withholds, then releases $62 
million  in state grants prom-
ised by his predecessor to save 
the hospital.  The state closes 
the hospital nursing school  
with six weeks notice, leav-
ing dozens of medical stu-
dents in the lurch.

(Left) The ambulance bays at Long Island College Hospital are boarded up and there is no word on when 
ambulances might return. (Right) A security guard bides the hours till midnight on May 22, the day the 
Cobble Hill medical center closed for good.
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2012:  Management lays off 
150  hospital workers.

June 2013: State Univer-
sity of New York administra-
tors  close the emergency room 
to ambulances , prompting a 
judge to rule that management 
is in contempt for violating a 
temporary restraining order 
prohibiting the hospital’s clo-
sure. Doctors, nurses, and for-
mer patients   protest .

Late July 2013: The  State 
Department of Health approves 
parts of the state’s plan to close  
the hospital, telling hospital 
staff they’ll get 30 days no-
tice before being fired.

August 2013: Supreme 
Court Judge Carolyn De-
marest  snatches the hospital 
from state control , ruling that 
State University officials may 
have taken over the hospital 
in a bad-faith scheme to shut-
ter it and unload its real es-
tate, and that they could no 
longer be trusted to manage 
it. The state maintains con-
trol as previous operator Con-
tinuum declines to take over, 
and state managers  ignore a 

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

cadavers for a hands-on lesson 
in anatomy. It is the first appear-
ance in an American curriculum 
of the grisly schoolwork.

1888: A hospital regent es-
tablishes a laboratory for a 
new and fast-growing area of 
study: infectious diseases.

1897: Construction fin-
ished on the hospital’s eight-
story Polhemus Memorial 
Clinic, possibly the first high-
rise hospital in the world. Af-
ter a fire at Ellis Island, hospi-
tal officials sign an agreement 
with the federal government to 
treat sick immigrants arriving 
at the Port of New York.

1914: Anesthesia training 
program started, the fourth 
in the U.S.

1915: A new wing boosts 
the hospital’s capacity to 500 
beds.

1932: Viennese psychia-
trist Alfred Adler joins the 
staff as a visiting psychologist 
shortly after coining the term 
“inferiority complex.”

1950s: Hospital inaugu-

rates first hospital-based train-
ing for nurse-midwives.

1954: The medical college 
merges with the State Univer-
sity of New York.

Long Island College Hos-
pital spends much of the lat-
ter half of the 20th century as 
a premier urban medical com-
plex, housing some 60 clinics 
and delivering thousands of 

See LICH  on page 12
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Pop art rocks
What did Edie Sedgwick frolicking with 1960s 

models and celebrities sound like? We may never 
know for sure, but a group of modern musicians 
is throwing down a few suggestions.

From Nov. 6 to 8, the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music will host “Ex-
posed: Songs for Unseen 
Warhol Films,” in which 
five musicians will play 
compositions they have 
made for 15 recently 
unearthed Andy War-
hol shorts.

“This is a huge discov-
ery and a fantastic art proj-
ect,” said Brooklyn Acad-

emy of Music executive producer Joe Melillo.
The legendary visual artist made all of the 

short films between 1963 and 1966. Each of the 
clips clocks in at under 10 minutes, and most are 
in black and white. The films include a hand-
ful of ’60s icons — including Sedgwick, Al-
len Ginsberg, and Jack Kerouac — as well as 
lesser-known staples of the Andy Warhol Fac-
tory scene.

“You get to see them when they were all in 
their peak,” said Melillo.

The musical side of the show features plenty 
of big names, too. The composers include Brad-
ford Cox of Deerhunter and Atlas Sound, Eleanor 
Friedberger of the Fiery Furnaces, Martin Rev of 
Suicide, Tom Verlaine of Television, and Dean 
Wareham of Galaxie 500 and Luna. Each artist 
has written scores to three of the films.

The production premiered at the Andy War-
hol Museum in Pittsburgh last month. Before 
that, no one other than the museum staff had 
seen the films, which had been languishing in 
the museum’s archives for years.

“There is a huge backlog of Warhol material 
that they have not exhibited yet,” said Melillo. 
“They are very careful about how they want to 
infiltrate the marketplace.”

“Exposed: Songs for Unseen Warhol Films” 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. Nov. 6–8 at 7:30 pm. 
$25–$55. — Danielle Furfaro

M U S I C
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Experience True Value For Every Taste and Budget

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his comedian takes silly 
songs very seriously.

Ditmas Park funny-man 
Eliot Glazer will perform bad 
pop songs as heartfelt ballads at 
Park Slope’s Union Hall on Nov. 
9. Glazer said he is familiar with 
the old adage “you can put lip-
stick on a pig, but it’s still a pig,” 
but he is too good of a musical 
makeover-artist to care.

“These pigs just look good in 
lipstick,” he said.

Glazer first began performing 
hilariously ultra-earnest versions 
of songs such as Paula Abdul’s 
“Opposites Attract” and Desti-
ny’s Child’s “Bug A Boo” in an 
online video series called “Haunt-
ing Renditions.” Glazer, who is 
currently developing a half-hour 
show for Comedy Central, is best 
known as a comedian and TV 
writer, but is also a classically 
trained vocalist. He performed 

in theater groups growing up, but 
said he did not find his niche until 
he joined New York University 
a capella club All Points of the 
Compass Rhythm Group. 

Now with “Haunting Rendi-
tions” and “Haunting Renditions 
Live,” Glazer gets to utilize both 
skill sets. He and keyboardist 
Mike Fram arrange the tunes to-
gether, which can take a couple 
weeks to perfect, Glazer said.

“We strip them down to the 
skeleton — which is funny be-
cause that’s what we did arrang-
ing a capella songs — and we 
build it back up in the most gran-
diose way possible,” he said.

The result is renditions that 
are as heartwarming as they are 
rib-tickling, Glazer said.

“People tell me that they cry 
from Katy Perry’s ‘California 
Gurls’ or ‘Wake Me up Before 
You Go Go’ by Wham!, because 
it’s a mixture of the song sound-

ing so good and my voice being 
touching in a way,” he said. “That’s 
kind of what I’m going for — I 
want it to be a confusing, dynamic, 
layered show. Plus that’s just re-
ally funny.”

In between songs, Glazer 
waxes poetic about his musical 
muses and the tunes they have 
penned.

“Avril Lavigne-Kroeger asks 
— in ‘Sk8r Boi’ — ‘Why can’t 
we be together? If you’re of an-
other ilk and I’m of another ilk 

He will not be silenced!
A Carroll Gardener and press freedom advo-

cate is headed to Boerum Hill bookstore Book-
Court on Nov. 11 to launch his new book and 
speak about the state of journalism and what can 
be done to better protect reporters. The discus-
sion has never been more 
critical, he said. 

“The starting point has 
to be to recognize that in-
formation has never been 
more important and the 
system that we currently 
have has never been more 
vulnerable,” said Joel Si-
mon, author of “The New 
Censorship” and execu-
tive director of the Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists. “Technology was supposed to make it 
possible to gather all the information you need 
from your computer or your iPhone and yet if 
you look at the statistics, it’s the worst it has 
ever been for journalists.”

The internet has greatly freed access to infor-
mation and has given people a tool to hold their 
leaders accountable like never before, said Si-
mon — but it is a double-edged sword.

“Previously you had to use the media to tell 
your story, and that was a journalist’s get-out-
of-jail-free card,” said Simon. “Now you can 
kill a reporter, make a point doing it, and dis-
seminate that information yourself to your in-
tended target.”

But despite these setbacks, Simon said he does 
not support the good-old-days nostalgia that sees 
only a gloomy forecast for journalism.

“We live in an incredibly rich information mo-
ment when the ability to access huge amounts 
of information is unprecedented, so it’s not at 
all hopeless,” he said. 

Joel Simon at BookCourt [163 Court St. be-
tween Dean and Pacific Streets in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 875–3677, www.bookcourt.com]. Nov. 11 
at 7 pm. Free. — Noah Hurowitz

Comic song
Comedian does serious 
renditions of pop tunes

By Vanessa Ogle
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his Williamsburger has 
an arty appetite.

A new multimedia art 
exhibit opening at Park Slope’s 
Open Source Gallery on Nov. 
8 features videos and portraits 
of its creator being covered in 
junk food. The works explore 
cravings, compulsion, and con-
sumerism, and will hopefully 
prompt viewers to question their 
own role in overindulgence, the 
artist said.

“Am I a victim or am I sort 
of doing it to myself?” said 
Sofia Szamosi, who lives in 
Williamsburg. “It is supposed 
to be a little uncomfortable.”

The show, titled “Eat Me,” 
also looks at the way adver-
tisements exploit sexuality to 
market junk food, said Szamosi, 
who shot the self-portraits while 
laying on her kitchen floor as 
her husband squirted syrup and 
whipped cream on her face and 
smothered her in potato chips 
and rainbow sprinkles.

“It is definitely referenc-
ing this sort of imagery that 
we’re bombarded with — junk 
food and food porn,” she said. 
“There is obviously a huge fo-
cus on self-image and self-rep-

resentation and the selfie.”
“Eat Me” is Szamosi’s first 

solo exhibition. In the pieces, 
she wears heavy makeup and 
is bare from the waist up. In 
one work, her chest is obscured 
only by chocolate-chip cook-
ies. Szamosi said styling herself 
in this way made her evaluate 
her own self-image.

“I’m sort of playing with this 
thing with desire and food and 
how it is almost similar to sex-
ual desire and obsession,” she 
said. “I definitely am someone 
who is self-conscious — not 
necessarily embarrassed, but 
extremely conscious of myself 
and my body image.”

But though Szamosi said she 
felt vulnerable, she also found 
the process therapeutic.

“There was something nec-
essary about getting naked and 
sort of facing myself and my 
body and the food,” she said.

Snack attack!
Williamsburg artist gets covered in junk food for new show

Bean there, done that: To create the works in “Eat Me,” artist Sofia Szamosi lay on her kitchen floor 
as her boyfriend covered her in food.
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Going out in a Glazer of glory: Eliot Glazer 
performs hilariously ultra-earnest renditions of 
pop songs.
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See GLAZER on page 10
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“Eat Me” opening recep-
tion at Open Source Gal-
lery [306 17th St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969, www.open-
source-gallery.org]. Nov. 
8 at 7 pm. Free. Show runs 
through Dec. 1.

A R T

Eliot Glazer performs 
“Haunting Renditions Live” 
at Union Hall [702 Union St. 
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, www.
unionhallny.com, (718) 638–
4400]. Nov. 9 at 9 pm. $8.

C O M E DY
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Nov. 7

Femme 
fatale
See the way she walks, 
hear the way she talks! 
Cabaret artist Tammy 
Faye Starlite brings her 
critically acclaimed 
tribute to 1960s singer 
and pop-icon Nico, 
“Nico: Underground,” 
to the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music. Starlite 
will be Nico’s mirror as 
she performs songs by 
Lou Reed, Jim Morri-
son, David Bowie, Bob 
Dylan, and others. 

9 pm at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. 
Free.

SATURDAY
Nov. 8

You only 
ad-lib twice
Ten Bones Theatre 
Company is already 
known for its  ambitious 
(and hilarious) attempts 
to perform films such 
as “Jaws”  and “Psycho” 
entirely from memory, 
but now it is raising the 
stakes — recreating the 
entire James Bond 
oeuvre in one evening. 
Do we expect them to 
talk? No, Mr. Bond, we 
expect them to make a 
whole lot of stuff up.

9:30 pm at Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–3468, www.ten-
bo nes.org]. $5.

SUNDAY
Nov. 9

Get three 
coffins ready
Have some spaghetti 
for brunch — a spa-
ghetti western, that is. 
Nitehawk Cinema cel-
ebrates the 50th anni-
versary of “A Fistful of 
Dollars” with special 
brunch screenings on 
Saturday and Sunday. 
Both shows will kick off 
with a performance by 
band TarantinosNYC, 
which specializes in 
music from surf, soul, 
spy, and western films. 

11:30 am at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. near Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–
3980, www.niteh awkci ne-
ma.com]. $16.

TUESDAY
Nov. 11

Ice, ice baby
If your kid is begging 
you to watch “Frozen” 
just one more time, let 
it go, let it go … to Bar-
clays Center, to see the 
entire film performed 
as a “Disney on Ice” 
show. If nothing else, it 
is the first Mouse 
House movie to actu-
ally make sense as an 
ice dance. And c’mon, 
that snowman is pretty 
damn funny.

7 pm at Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, www.
disneyonice.com/frozen, 
(917) 618–6100]. $15–
$195.

THURSDAY
Nov. 13 

Knives out
If there is one thing 
better than discover-
ing an amazing new 
restaurant, it is read-
ing a deliciously 
scathing review of a 
terrible one. British 
restaurant critic and 
“Top Chef Masters” 
judge Jay Rayner will 
give a talk about why 
we love mean food 
reviews so much, and 
read some of the nas-
tiest ones his own 
work has received.

8 pm at Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400, 
www.unionhallny.com]. 
$10.
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FRI, NOV. 7
MUSIC, MARCUS SCHMICKLER AND 

YARN/WIRE: Composer Marcus 
Schmickler presents two recent 
works, including the world premiere 
of a new piece composed for piano 
and percussion ensemble Yarn/Wire. 
$15. 8 pm. Issue Project Room [22 
Boerum Pl. at Livingston Street in 
Downtown, (718) 330–0313], www.
issueprojectroom.org. 

DANCE, “ONE SHOT”: A group piece 
by choreographer Ron Brown and 
Evidence, A Dance Company. $22–
$27 ($16–$20 students and seniors). 
8 pm. BRIC Arts Media House [647 
Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org. 

ART, NEW YORK FESTIVAL OF 
LIGHT: Ten light installations will 
be displayed around Dumbo. Free. 
5–11 pm. Various locations around 
Dumbo (Water Street at Pearl Street 
in Dumbo), www.nyfol.org. 

DANCE, BOYS’ NIGHT — AN ALL-
MALE CIRQUELESQUE REVUE: 
Male circus-burlesque group Boy’s 
Night performs aerial tricks and 
theatrics. $25 ($20). 8 pm. Galapa-
gos Art Space [16 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 222–8500], 
www.galapagosartspace.com. 

COMEDY, LIVING ROOM SHOW: 
Featuring comics Kat Timpf, Pat 
Dixon, Alexis Guerreros. Free. 8 
pm. Postmark Cafe (326 Sixth St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope). 

SAT, NOV. 8
MUSIC, HIP HOP TRIBUTE TO THE 

ANCESTORS: Celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of hip-hop culture. Fea-
turing spoken-word performances 
and a drum circle. Guest presenters 
Strafe, the World Famous Supreme 
Team, Mama Asantewaa, King Just, 
and Super Natural. Free. 1 pm. Bed-
ford Public Library [496 Franklin Ave. 
at Fulton Street in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 623–0012], www.brook-
lynpubliclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, THE WALDOS FEATURING 
WALTER LURE: Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.org/pro-
grams/bamcafe-live. 

THEATER, “THE DEVIL’S MUSIC — 
THE LIFE AND BLUES OF BESSIE 
SMITH”: A musical about the leg-
endary blues singer Bessie Smith. 
$35. 8 pm. On Stage at Kingsbor-
ough [2001 Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5596], www.onstageatkings-
borough.org.  

ART, PARK SLOPE WINDSOR TER-
RACE 2014 ARTISTS’ OPEN STU-
DIO TOUR: Visit two dozen par-
ticipating studios, meet artists, and 
purchase their work. Free. Noon–7 
pm. Various locations around Park 
Slope and Windsor Terrace, www.
parkslopewindsorterraceartists.
wordpress.com. . 

READING, MEGAN AMRAM: “Science 
... for Her!” book launch. Free. 7 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, (718) 666–
3049], www.powerhousearena.com. 

SUN, NOV. 9
COURT STREET FAIR: Vendors, crafts, 

games, and a mobile pet adoption. 
Free. Noon–6 pm. Court Street 
[between Atlantic Avenue and Jo-
ralemon Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 444–6028]. 

VINYL REVOLUTION RECORD SHOW: 
More than 30 dealers selling thou-
sands of rare and collectible vinyl 
records. $2 ($5 for early admission). 
Noon–5 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

FILM, “PALO ALTO”: Screening of 
Gia Coppola’s “Palo Alto,” with live 
score performed by Devonte Hynes. 
$25 ($20 advance). 7:30 pm. BRIC 
Arts Media House [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricartsmedia.org. 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, NOV. 7
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

NEW YORK KNICKS: $79–
$4,000. 7:30 pm. 

SUN, NOV. 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

ORLANDO MAGIC: $35–$4,000. 
3:30 pm. 

TUE, NOV. 11
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS FRO-

ZEN: $20–$205. 7 pm.

WED, NOV. 12
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS FRO-

ZEN: 7 pm. See Tuesday, Nov. 11.

THURS, NOV. 13
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS FRO-

ZEN: 10:30 am and 7 pm. See 
Tuesday, Nov. 11.

FRI, NOV. 14
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS FRO-

ZEN: 3:30 pm and 7 pm. See 
Tuesday, Nov. 11.

SAT, NOV. 15
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS FRO-

ZEN: 11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm. See 
Tuesday, Nov. 11.

SUN, NOV. 16
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS FRO-

ZEN: 1 pm and 5 pm. See Tues-
day, Nov. 11. 

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2014
2-3pm: VIP Preview
3-5pm: General Admission

111 FRONT STREET #216
DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 
(Between Adams St. & Washington St.)

AccessArt is your ticket to affordable artwork by some of Brooklyn’s 
most talented artists. Join us for drinks, snacks and a chance to build 
your art collection. 

Purchase tickets and preview artwork at: BROOKLYNARTSCOUNCIL.ORG
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your art collection. 
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Keep away: The Brooklyn Nets take on the hated New York 
Knicks at Barclays Center on Nov. 7.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Don’t miss a 

BAR SCRAWL
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

By Robert Ham
for The Brooklyn Paper

W
hen it is time for this 
trio to make new mu-
sic, it literally goes to 

school. 
For the past six years, 

electronic music group For-
ma’s home base has been the 
Schoolhouse, the former el-
ementary school on Ellery 
Street in Bushwick that has 

been converted into a living 
and work space for local art-
ists. It is there that band mem-
bers Mark Dwinell and John 
Also Bennett reside, and also 
where Forma rehearses and 
records (the group’s third 
member, George Bennett, 
lives in Williamsburg). 

“We f luctuate between 
playing in this big room with 
high ceilings and a smaller 
room that offers a more close 

environment,” said Dwinell. 
“Having both me and John 
living here too is conducive 
to us getting together and 
sharing ideas as they hap-
pen.” 

That close proximity 
seems to be having an ef-
fect on Forma’s music, too. 
The band’s first two albums 
were open and expansive, re-
sembling early ambient ex-
periments by artists such as 

Brian Eno and Cluster. But 
its new EP, “Cool Haptics” 
— which it just launched 
at an opening party for the 
Brooklyn Electronic Music 
Festival on Nov. 6 — feels 
more tightly-wound, with a 
more dance-f loor-friendly 
sound.

“We’ve been going to a lot 
of straight-up techno shows 
lately, and getting immersed 
in that world,” Dwinell said. 
“It was an unintentional 
choice to make this kind of 
dance-y record. It’s just what 
came out of us.” 

The band members also 
point to their recent acquisi-
tion of new equipment — Eu-
rorack-style modular synthe-
sizers that don’t have physical 
keyboards, just knobs and 
switches used to adjust the 
sound — as a huge inspiration 
for this creative shift. 

But although Forma’s 
sound is shifting towards 
more club-ready strains of 
synth music, the band’s strict 
adherence to recording and 
performing using physical in-
struments rather than plug-
ging in a bunch of laptops 
remains. 

“That’s always been an 
unspoken rule for this proj-
ect,” said Bennett. “It’s cer-
tainly about physicality. For 
me as a performer, I like to 
have a physical knob to grab. 
Just moving your finger on 
a trackpad and clicking on 
something doesn’t make sense 
to me.” 

A class act
Trio lives and plays in old B’wick school

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

S
trip strip hooray!

Brooklyn burlesque com-
pany Wasabassco Burlesque 

will celebrate 10 years of dress-
ing up in crazy outfits then taking 
them off on stage with an 11-hour-
long anniversary extravaganza at 
the Bell House in Gowanus on Nov. 
8. Burlesque in New York City has 
evolved a lot over the past decade, 
but Wasabassco’s founder said he 

has attempted to stay ahead of the 
pack with adventurous and play-
ful acts that go far beyond just a 
basic striptease.

“Ten years is a milestone for any-
thing in New York, let alone what 
we playfully call ‘art strippers,’” 
said Doc Wasabassco, who also em-
cees the shows.

The anniversary show will be 
an all-day affair that will include 
a scripted sci-fi show, a peepshow 
photo shoot, live bands, and a per-
formance incorporating pole danc-
ing and acrobatics.

Wasabassco credited the troupe’s 
longevity to its willingness to bend 
the rules.

“We just try to keep evolving. 
When we showed up, we were try-
ing to recreate a 1950s aesthetics 
with stocking and garters, but ev-
eryone kind of does that now,” he 
said. “We have not been afraid to 
embrace ridiculousness.”

In pursuit of said ridiculousness, 
Wasabassco has put together shows 
centered around a variety of unlikely 
themes, including King Kong, Re-
naissance faires, and lasagna.

“Any well-thought idea we come 
up with, we will make different 
things happen and it will be a Wa-
sabassco show,” he said.

The company often augments 
its roster of burlesque performers 

— a core troupe of about a dozen 
people, plus more than 150 oth-
ers who have performed in Wasa-
bassco shows over the years — with 
other performers, such as actors, 
jugglers, and fire-eaters. But, no 
matter what, Wasabassco tries to 
keep the shows tightly scripted and 
professional, he said.

“You can go to a big party and see 
a lot of performers, but that’s not a 
show, it is just a party,” he said. “We 
want to keep it structured.”

Now, Doc Wasabassco is plan-
ning to expand outside of New York 
City, with shows in cities such as 
Los Angeles and Nashville. His plan 
to make the Wasabassco name fa-
mous across the country? Less Doc 
Wasabassco on stage, more women 
holding the mic.

“There is something wrong with 
the paradigm of a man always pre-
senting a mostly female cast,” he 
said. “I think it is more important that 
women are presented by women.”

Strip it good!
Brooklyn burlesque group 
celebrates 10th birthday

Chris Malinchak
Deep house producer 

and DJ Chris Malinchak 
has made some sizable 
waves on the other side 
of the Atlantic, where his 
soulful single “So Good 
to Me” nearly made it to 
number 1 on the United 
Kingdom charts, thanks to 
kind words from the likes 
of Pete Tong and Adele. 

Bit Funk
Formerly from the At-

lantic coast of Canada, Bit 
Funk — also known as 
Randolph Anatole Ves-
pasien III — finds that 
joyous connection be-
tween the intoxicating 
pulse of vintage disco and 
the dance-floor delight of 
modern house music. 

Blacky II
Robert Picciotto, or 

Blacky II as he is known 

on the DJ circuit, helped 
found Rinsed, a slightly de-
bauched party that takes 
place at various locations 
around the borough ev-
ery month. On his own, 
he produces hip-swing-
ing, dizzying mixes that 
combines electro, house, 
and boogie. 

Turtle Bugg
One half of production 

team Soul 2 Seoul and co-
owner of the dance label 
Basement Floor Records, 
Tajh Morris adds a fear-
lessly political bent to his 
thoughtful and heated 
deep house and techno 
originals.

Brooklyn Electronic Mu-
sic Festival at various ven-
ues around Williamsburg 
[www.brooklynemf.com]. 
Nov. 7–8. $55 per day, 
$100 for both days, indi-
vidual show prices vary.

Boro beat
This year’s Brooklyn Electronic Music Festival 

boasts a wealth of talent on its line-up — includ-
ing hip-hop icons DJ Shadow and Cut Chemist, 
Detroit techno wizard Omar S, and Austrian pro-
ducer Dorian Concept. But the two-day event, 
running Nov. 7–8 at venues around Williamsburg, 
is doing right by the borough that lends it its 
name, booking a number of local acts. Meet the 
hometown heroes taking part. 

Pro Forma: Two of three members of electronic band Forma live in an old school-
house in Bushwick‚ where the trio also rehearses and records.

The Doc is in: Wasabassco 
Burlesque creator Doc Wasa-
bassco.
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CUNY College 
Information Fair

invite you to a

NOVEMBER IS

Receive one-on-one 
counseling and information on:
• Academic and honors programs
• Adult and continuing education
• Financial aid and scholarships
• Citizenship and immigration services

Sunday, November 16, 2014, 11am-2 pm

FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, COLLEGE STUDENTS AND ADULT LEARNERS

www.cuny.edu/undergraduate

FOUR-YEAR COLLEGES
Baruch College�Brooklyn College�The City College of
New York �College of Staten Island�Hunter College
�John Jay College of Criminal Justice � Lehman 
College�Medgar Evers College�New York City College
of Technology�Queens College�York College

COMMUNITY COLLEGES
Borough of Manhattan Community College�Bronx 
Community College�Hostos Community College
�Kingsborough Community College�LaGuardia 
Community College�Guttman Community
College�Queensborough Community College

HONORS COLLEGE AND GRADUATE 
& PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS
Macaulay Honors College�CUNY Graduate Center
�CUNY Graduate School of Journalism�CUNY School 
of Law�CUNY School of Professional Studies�CUNY
School of Public Health

SUBWAY: B, D TO GRAND STREET; F, J, M, Z TO DELANCEY/ESSEX STREET BUS: M9, M14A, M15, M103 TO GRAND STREET

Seward Park Educational Campus 
350 Grand Street (Enter on Ludlow Street), New York, NY

NYS Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
NYS Sen. Daniel Squadron, Council Member Margaret S. Chin 
and The City University of New York

Wasabassco’s 10th Anniversary 
Extravaganza at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between Second 
and Third streets in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510, www.wasabassco.
com]. Nov. 8 at 4:45 pm, VIP open-
ing party at 3 pm. $40–$100.

BURLESQUE
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Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our Customer Services number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 
711, Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560. Esta información 
está disponible gratuitamente en otros idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro Servicio de Atención al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro 
número TTY 711, para personas con problemas auditivos, lunes – sábado, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. Después de las 8 P.M., domingos y días festivos: Servicios 
de Recepción de Llamada para Asistencia Médica: 1.800.442.2560. MetroPlus (HMO, HMO SNP) is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. 
Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewel. This event will include sales presentations about all MetroPlus Medicare 
Advantage Plans. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs 
at sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M – 8 P.M. H0423_MKT1260v2 File&Use 10242014

For additional locations near you, 
call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711

Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M.
After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 

24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560

metroplusmedicare.org

East New York D&T Center Kings County Hospital Woodhull Hospital

2094 Pitkin Avenue
Brooklyn

2nd Floor, Teen Clinic
Wednesday, November 12

11:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

451 Clarkson Avenue
Brooklyn

2nd Floor, Room 2 & 3
Monday, November 17
9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

760 Broadway
Brooklyn

3rd Floor, Conference Room 1
Tuesday, November 18
9:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

The only Medicare plan backed by HHC, the nation’s largest public health system. 

Come to a free seminar!

October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare plan for 2015. 
Don’t miss out! We’ll answer all your questions.

Berg’n [899 Bergen St. between Classon and Franklin avenues in Crown 
Heights, (718) 857–2337, www.bergn.com]. Open Tue–Thu, 11 am–1 am; 
Fri, Sat, 11 am–2 am; Sun, 11 am–1 am; Mon, closed.

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

MON, NOV. 10
COMEDY, SACK MAGIC: 

Weekly comedy show 
hosted by Grant Gordon 
and Louis Katz. Free. 9 pm. 
Legion (790 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Humboldt Street in 
Williamsburg), www.legion-
bar.com. 

MUSIC, LES SINS: $20 ($12). 
10 pm. Verboten (N. 11th St. 
between Wythe and Kent 
avenues in Williamsburg), 
www.verbotennewyork.
com. 

TUES, NOV. 11
MUSIC, LARS FRANDSEN 

WITH THE BROOKLYN 
GUITAR QUARTET: Per-
forming music by Brahms, 
Mendelssohn, Brouwer, 
Bellinati, and others. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn College, 
Studio 312 [2900 Bedford 
Ave. at Campus Road in 
Flatbush, (718) 951–5792], 
www.bcmusic.org. 

MUSIC, GLASS ELEPHANT, 
WILD LEAVES, AN-
DREW CEDERMARK, 
NATHAN XANDER: $10. 
7:30 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

FILM, BASETRACK LIVE: Pho-
tography and videos docu-
menting the experience of 
US Marines in Afghanistan. 
$20. 7:30 pm. BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. 
at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

WED, NOV. 12
MUSIC, EDUCATION 

THROUGH MUSIC BEN-
EFIT PARTY: Musical per-
formances by the Dust Rays, 
J. Period, and Jennah Bell, 
plus a photo booth, food, 
and an open bar. $65. 7–11 
pm. Rough Trade NYC [64 
N. Ninth St. between Kent 

and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–4111], 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

READING, FRANCESCO 
MASTALIA: Book launch 
of “Organic,” which docu-
ments the local, organic 
food movement in the 
Hudson Valley. Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

DANCE, “SADEH21”: The 
Batsheva Dance Company 
presents a work by artistic 
director Ohad Naharin, set 
to music by Autechre, Brian 
Eno, Angelo Badalamenti, 
and others. $20–$60. 7:30 
pm. BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THURS, NOV. 13
READING, BETSY ANDREWS: 

Discussing her cookbook, 
“Saveur: The New Classics 
Cookbook.” 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

READING, THOMAS PAGE 
MCBEE: Presenting his 
memoir “Man Alive,” with 
BuzzFeed LGBT editor 
Saeed Jones. Free. 7 pm. 
Word Bookstore [126 Frank-
lin St. between Milton and 
Noble streets in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

DANCE, “OXBOW”: Ivy Bald-
win Dance company. $20. 
7:30 pm. BAM Fisher (321 
Ashland Pl. between Han-
sen Place and Lafayette Av-
enue in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org/visit/buildings/
bam-fi sher. 

MUSIC, D.D DUMBO: $10. 8 
pm. Baby’s All Right [146 
Broadway between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com. 

FRI, NOV. 14
ART, “MY SISTER’S DOLL” 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
Over 50 artists have created 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

dolls for artist Randall Har-
ris’s sister. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Figureworks [168 N. Sixth 
St. between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 486–7021], www.
fi gureworks.com. 

MUSIC, ELLIS ASHBROOK, 
JUKA, BETHANY SAINT-
SMITH AND THE GUN 
SHOW: $8–$10. 8 pm. Rock 
Shop [249 Fourth Ave. be-
tween Carroll and President 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
230–5740], www.therock-
shopny.com. 

DANCE, “FIVE”: Spark Move-
ment Collective celebrates 
its fi fth anniversary with an 
evening of past favorites 
and new works. $25 ($18 ad-

vance). 8 pm. Actors Fund 
Arts Center (160 Schermer-
horn St. between Smith and 
Hoyt streets in Downtown), 
www.sparkmovementcol-
lective.org. 

SAT, NOV. 15
MUSIC, SURF NIGHT, 

STRANGE BUT SURF, 
TARANTINOSNYC, THE 
NINTH WAVE: Wear a 
Hawaiian shirt and drink at 
happy hour prices all night. 
$5 suggested donation. 8 
pm. The Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect 

Heights, (718) 627–4949], 
www.waystationbk.com. 

MUSIC, THE BAYSIDE TIGERS 
PERFORM RAGE AGAINST 
THE MACHINE: $12 ($10 
advance). 9 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, “MUSIC FROM 
BETTY BOOP”: Jazz en-
semble pays tribute to Max 
Fleischer’s jazz soundtracks 
to the Betty Boop and Pop-
eye cartoons of the 1930s. 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

and we’re in another ilk, where 
do we meet?’  ” Glazer ponders 
in one Haunting Renditions 
video. “It’s Shakespearean. 
It’s tragic. It’s Greek.” 

Sometimes the gag is so 
good, Glazer and his musi-
cians can’t keep a straight 
face on stage — and that is 
okay, he said.

“There is no unwaver-
ing insistence upon having 

a poker face,” said Glazer, who 
has a large tattoo of Bea Ar-
thur from “The Golden Girls” 
on his arm. “What makes this 
so special is that we’re all sort 
of performing this joke but 
breaking. Breaking gives it 
more of a stand-up edge.”

Glazer pointed to one per-
formance where his bodily 
functions got he best of him 
mid-song and he made sure 
the audience knew it.

“You’d never hear Josh 
Groban or Susan Boyle an-
nounce ‘I burped’ mid-song,” 
he said.

GLAZER...
Continued from page 7

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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opportunity to flout the law,” 
Stephanie Rudolph said.

One of the buildings Ru-
dolph works with in Crown 
Heights received Heat Seek 
sensors last winter as part of 
the company’s early trial. Ver-
naline McFarlane lives in that 
building, and explained that 
her landlord has been trying to 
get longtime tenants out.

“He was putting the heat on 
for 10 minutes in the morn-
ing, and 10 minutes at night. 
And that’s it,” McFarlane said. 
“He was doing everything he 
can to put us out.”

Rudolph often advises her 
clients to keep their own log of 

Great rates like ours don’t grow on trees.

*New accounts and new money only. The APY is effective October 15, 2014. Annual percentage yield (APY) assumes principle and interest remain on deposit until maturity. A withdrawal of interest will reduce earnings. The interest rate will be fixed for the term of the account unless the one-time 

Bump-Up option is exercised. If exercised the interest rate will be adjusted accordingly and remain fixed for the remaining term of the account. When exercising the Bump-Up option, new money may not be added to the account. Please see account opening disclosure for full details. Minimum 

deposit balance of $5,000 is required. IRAs are not eligible. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rate and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 

you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 

Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

30-Month 
Bump-Up CD

1.40%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

We fixed that.
Back and Neck Pain Center

506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn • 718-369-BACK • www.nym.org

“I couldn’t pick up
my daughter.”

Back pain can be debilitating, but we can
help.  The New York Methodist Back and
Neck Pain Center is dedicated to provid-
ing patients with the best possible treat-
ment for disorders of the spine. Using
methods that may include physical 
therapy, medication, or even acupunc-
ture, our team of specialists can help re-
lieve back pain, no matter how intense.
And if surgery is necessary, minimally 
invasive techniques are used whenever
possible—letting you return to what’s
really important.  Your life.

Eye on technology and 
innovation in Brooklyn

App under a warm tin roof
Tool to help keep tenants cozy, landlords wealthy
By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

This app is supposed to 
turn up the heat for Brook-
lyn tenants.

Heat Seek NYC, a tool to 
help keep temperatures com-
fortable in residential build-
ings, is getting a trial run in 
Kings County this winter. 
The system won the city’s Big 
Apps contest this year and is 
being installed in 10 Brooklyn 
apartment buildings, though 
the need for it in the borough 
is much greater, a company 
honcho said.

“Last winter 11,000 Brook-
lynites complained to 311 
about inadequate heat,” said 
Heat Seek NYC co-founder 
Tristan Siegel. “We’re excited 
to make Brooklyn a warmer 
place.”

Heat Seek uses small sen-
sors to periodically check tem-
peratures in an apartment 
building and sends the read-
ings to a website where the 
data can be stored and moni-
tored. It allows for landlords 
to keep tabs on energy use 
and helps tenants keep the 
heat above legally required 
minimums.

Borough President Adams, 
who is installing the system 
in a three-family building he 
owns, said the program is a 
shot across the bow against 
slumlords.

“The heat is on in build-
ings that have bad landlords,” 
he said.

Tenants who complain to 
the city about not having heat 
in the winter often have trou-
ble proving in court that the 
temperature in their apart-
ment is below city-required 
levels. That is because after 
they make a complaint, the 
city calls the building man-
ager and tells him or her an in-
spector will be coming to the 
building to check the temper-
ature, according to a lawyer 
with the Urban Justice Center, 
a group that helps tenants fight 
landlords. Once they get the 
warning call, landlords with 
any amount of sense turn the 
heat on until after the inspec-
tion, the attorney said.

“Bad actors are given an 

temperatures by hand during 
disputes like this. But lawyers 
for building owners often ar-
gue that tenant-kept logs are 
not reliable, she said.

“The problem is that land-
lords question the integrity 
of the data or they question 
the thermometers,” Rudolph 
said. “I’m constantly arguing 
with judges that a thermom-
eter was accurate.”

Heat Seek solves this prob-
lem because it provides a reli-
able and impartial recording 
of temperatures that does not 
rely on renters taking read-
ings for themselves.

“Calibrated sensors could 
help a lot,” she said. 

Heat Seek  won $25,000 
from the Economic Develop-
ment Corporation in the Big 
Apps contest and its heads 
hope to start manufacturing 
the devices soon, in Brooklyn 
if possible. Landlords who are 
trying to be tenant-friendly, or 
just to cut costs, can also use 
Heat Seek to make sure their 
heating system is efficient and 
that no heat is being lost. The 
pilot program includes a Ber-
gen Street building owned by 
the Fifth Avenue Committee, 
which manages below-market-
rate housing, and its executive 
director said Heat Seek would 

help to keep tabs on temper-
atures in ancient Brooklyn 
buildings.

“A lot of our buildings 
are old, and uneven heat-
ing is something we’re chal-
lenged with,” said Michelle de 
la Uz. “This basically takes 
19th and 20th century prop-
erties and brings them into 
the 21st century.”

Techno Files
The blog TechCrunch has 

launched a new web video 
series focused on Brooklyn 
startups. In  the first episode 
of “Built in Brooklyn”  the 
blog checks in with Dum-
bo’s Maker’s Row, a go-be-
tween that connects com-
panies with manufacturers. 
The show’s crew also vis-
its Navy Yard manufac-
turers.

• • •
Online shipping company 

 Shyp  launched in New York 
this week from a new head-
quarters in Industry City. 
The San Francisco startup 
aims to put the post office 
out of business by letting us-
ers take a photo of an item 
they want to ship, sending a 
messenger to pick it up, then 
packaging and shipping it 
wherever.

From left, Tristan Siegel, Caroline Senatore, and Noelle Francois helped cook 
up this year’s Big Apps contest winner, Heat Seek. The hardware-software 
combo lets people record the temperature in their apartments.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A Park Slope pol says the 
owner of a Grand Army Plaza 
old-folks home who is alleg-
edly harassing seniors to evict 
them is “evil.” 

Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope) ratcheted up 
his criticism of Prospect Park 
Residence owner Haysha De-
itsch over his efforts to give 
the boot to elderly residents of 
the assisted-living facility at 
1 Prospect Park West, saying 
Deitsch is trying to convert the 
building into luxury condos, 
and that his latest tactics add 
a whole new layer of devious-
ness to the equation.

“We’ve known for a long 
time he is morally bankrupt, 
but this is active evil,” Lander 
said. “Most people’s mothers 
taught them not to profit off 
the pain of elderly people and 
Holocaust survivors.”

In his denouncement, 
Lander joins families of 
Residence tenants who claim 
Detisch is intentionally mak-
ing conditions at the facility 
unlivable to drive them out. 
The families have been bat-

On the CSO Long Term Control Plan
for the Gowanus Canal

Wednesday, 19 November 2014

Public School 32
317 Hoyt St, Brooklyn, NY 11231

6:00pm to 8:00pm

DEP will provide a brief presentation at 6:30pm.

Join us as we seek your input in developing this plan.

How to Get Involved?

PUBLIC MEETING Pol: Evil lives in Park Slope
Lander: Old-folks-home owner ‘morally bankrupt’

Hannah Eskin, one of 
nine remaining residents 
at Prospect Park Resi-
dence, sits in the lobby 
with her daughter Ar-
lene Glotzer, left, and 
Barbara Brown, an aide.
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tling Deitsch in court since 
May, shortly after he told res-
idents they had three months 
to pack their bags. Most have 
found new accommodations, 
but nine seniors remain, some 

of whose families say they are 
too frail to move.

A judge has repeatedly 
 pushed back the eviction , re-
quiring Deitsch to make good 
on the tenants’ leases, but his 
foes accuse him of firing most 
of his staff, dimming lights in 
the halls, serving less nutri-
tious food, and at least once 
leaving the front door open 
with no doorman.

“His plan is to torture 
people out of the building,” 
Lander said. “It is very dif-
ficult to stay when there are 
such deplorable conditions, I 
am more and more outraged 
by his evil, immoral, and de-
fiant behavior.”

Deitsch’s lawyers did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment, but a letter filed in court 
on Oct. 31 disputes the ac-
cusations of neglect and in 
turn accuses tenants of fail-
ing to pay rent and holding an 
“unauthorized musical perfor-
mance” in the building.

Lander said that Deitsch has 
failed to cash some tenants’s 
checks but denied that there 
was any sort of rent strike.

Lander and a handful of re-

maining tenants, most of whom 
are older than 90, demonstrated 
at the building on Nov. 1. 

Trying to turn a profit by 
kicking out elderly residents 
would be bad enough, Lander 
said, but Deitsch continued to 
take in new tenants even as 
he was filing a closure plan 
with the Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene.

“He could have let peo-
ple move out over time and 
not filled vacancies, but he 
was so greedy he said, ‘We 
can’t miss one month’s rent,’ ” 
Lander said. 

There may be a case to sue 
Deitsch for fraud for continu-
ing to take in tenants when he 
knew the facility’s days were 
numbered, the pol posited.

Deitsch bought the property 
in 2006 for just more than $40 
million. Many residents who 
were forced to move out in the 
spring said they were happy 
there, but it has also been the 
target of other litigation, includ-
ing a  wrongful death lawsuit by 
the nephew of “kung-fu judge” 
John Phillips, who died there in 
2008 after a period of neglect , 
according to his nephew. 

separate court order mandat-
ing that they restore ambu-
lance service .

September 2013: The state 
restores ambulances after two 
and a half months and Demar-
est demands that it bring back 
hospital services and account 
for the $140-million Othmer 
Endowment, which was sup-
posed to keep the hospital run-
ning forever, but which state 
officials admitted borrow-
ing from. Baynes rules that 
the closure was unconstitu-
tional, but puts off a ruling on 
whether university honchos 
were in contempt of court for 
ignoring multiple judicial di-
rectives. He would do so nu-
merous times and ultimately 
never decides the issue.

December 2013: Univer-
sity board members put off a 

Continued from page 6

vote on selling the hospital to a 
luxury developer and  offers to 
give Mayor-Elect Bill DeBla-
sio’s administration the keys . 
DeBlasio never responded.

February 2014: F ive rede-
velopment proposals revealed , 
none of which include a full-
service hospital. Continued 
legal pressure from activ-
ists and staffers forces state 
to    reopen the bidding pro-
cess and give preference to 
plans that keep the hospital 
open . DeBlasio calls the set-
tlement “ truly historic mo-
ment for healthcare. ”

April 2014: The group 
Brooklyn Health Partners  wins 
with a proposal that includes 
a full-service hospital . 

Early May 2014: The state 
nixes negotiations with Brook-
lyn Health Partners. The de-
veloper claims state sabotage, 
but  the torch passes to luxury 
developer Peebles Corpora-
tion, which has political ties to 
State University chairman H. 

Carl McCall . It did not include 
a hospital in its plan. 

May 15, 2014: The state 
 bars ambulances from the hos-
pital again .

May 22, 2014: The hospi-
tal  closes for good as Peebles 
agrees to maintain the emer-
gency department , which crit-
ics argue is a glorified urgent-
care clinic.

May 28, 2014: The state 
 gives Peebles the boot , saying 
it moved the ball on what kinds 
of healthcare would be provided 
at a new medical facility and 
who would pay for a potentially 
costly environmental cleanup. 
The state continues operating 
the emergency department for 
walk-in patients.

June 2014: The state 
clinches its  deal with Fortis 
and New York University Lan-
gone Medical Center, selling 
the medical campus valued at 
as much as $500 million for 
$240 million .  Fortis’ president 

donated to Gov. Cuomo’s re-
election campaign along with 
his uncle, who is not a partner 
in the firm . 

August 2014: Staffers 
unions  sue once more in a 
last-ditch effort to get former 
hospital workers rehired at the 
planned smaller medical com-
plex on the site, as mandated 
by the settlement .

September 2014: New York 
University  ducks out of the deal, 
citing the new lawsuit , then gets 
back on board when  Baynes 
throws it out . The court rever-
sal followed a threat by McCall 
to shutter the emergency room 
for good.

Oct. 30, 2014: State officials 
sign off on the Fortis sale, giv-
ing it the final go-ahead.

Oct. 31, 2014: New York 
University  takes over opera-
tion of the emergency depart-
ment and the state pledges that 
ambulances will return “as soon 
as possible .”

LICH...
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

The family of an autistic 
student who choked to death 
at a Cobble Hill high school 
on Oct. 28 is planning to sue 
the city for millions, saying 
that negligence caused the 
tragedy.

Dyasha Smith, a 21-year-
old student at the educational 
campus at 284 Baltic St., died 
on Oct. 28 when she choked 
while eating. She attended 
Star Academy, a citywide 
special needs program that 
has a location at the Cobble 
HIll schoolhouse. Respond-
ers rushed her to New York 
Methodist Hospital in car-
diac arrest, where doctors 
pronounced her dead. She 
was supposed to have had a 
paraprofessional with her at all 
times, her lawyer said.

“How can a child who is 

www.myrtlecarservice.com
Base License: B02701

Airport Transportation

Corporate Accounts Welcome

Out-of-town

Competitive Rates

718-230-8100

Clinton Hill   

718-230-3003       

Fort Greene 

718-230-0999        

Bed-Stuy   

718-623-9393         

Dumbo       

718-623-1607

“We’re Back – Stronger Than Ever ! ”

Open 24/7.

Advertise your Clinical Studies in  
New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in 
Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Suit: Student should be alive
Says neglect caused choking death of autistic 21-year-old

A “severely autistic” student choked to death on 
Oct. 28 in the schoolhouse at 284 Baltic St. She was 
supposed to be accompanied at all times, her fam-
ily’s lawyer said.
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supposed to have one-on-
one supervision be allowed 
to choke when people are well 
aware she can’t be left alone 

to eat?” asked attorney Da-
vid Perecman, who also rep-
resents the family of Avonte 
Oquendo, the 14-year-old au-

tistic boy who died after dis-
appearing from his Queens 
school a year ago. “It’s hard to 
imagine how something like 
this happens without negli-
gence.”

Described as “severely 
autistic,” Smith had worked 
with the same specialist aid 
for the past five years, Perec-
man said.

Her mother said she had 
made it clear in the past that 
Smith was known to take large 
bites of food and particularly 
needed supervision when she 
was eating.

This was not the first time 
the school acted negligently 
with food, Perecman said. 
Smith’s mother told the law-
yer her daughter was allergic 
to peanuts and the school once 
sent her home with a peanut-
butter sandwich.

School officials told 

Visas, business plans, and cheap digs
Congresswoman’s pledges all that and more in her 12th term

Nydia Velazquez
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Park, who sailed to an easy 
victory in Tuesday’s election 
against unknown Republican 
and Conservative party chal-
lengers.  

“My overarching priority 
is always making our com-
munities more livable for 
New York’s working fami-
lies,” said Velazquez. “Creat-
ing job growth and economic 

opportunity is critical.”
In her next term, Velazquez 

said she wanted to focus on 
helping women and racial 
minorities start small busi-
nesses.

“This sector remains a cor-
nerstone of our local econ-
omy,” she said.   

Velazquez also wants to 
continue pushing for immi-

gration reform. She is a mem-
ber of the Congressional His-
panic Caucus’s Immigration 
Task Force, which wants to 
speed up family visa petitions 
and develop a path to citizen-
ship for undocumented im-
migrants, among other goals. 
A bipartisan immigration 
reform package passed the 
Senate in 2013, but has been 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Keep Brooklyn working-
class, immigrant friendly, and 
affordable to live in.

Those are the stated goals 
of Nydia Velazquez, the 11-
term incumbent Democratic 
congresswoman serving 
neighborhoods from Bush-
wick to Dumbo to Sunset 

Smith’s mother on Oct. 28 
that her daughter choked to 
death on a muffin, but they 
told doctors it was a sandwich, 
Perecman said.

A common thread with the 
Smith and Oquendo deaths, as 
well as the brief disappearance 
of a 15-year-old girl who left 
her special-education school 
in Sunset Park, is that the al-
leged security lapses all oc-
curred around lunchtime, 
Perecman said.

“I think what happens is 
people break from their usual 
procedures,” he said.

Perecman did not specify 
how much money the Smith 
family is seeking in the law-
suit, but he said it would be 
millions of dollars. 

Representatives of the 
Department of Education 
declined to comment, citing 
an ongoing investigation.

blocked by Republicans in 
Congress.

“In many ways, this is the 
civil rights issue of our time,” 
said Velazquez. 

“As we continue working 
to end policies that tear apart 
families, in is incumbent on 
all of us to create a sensible, 
sane, workable immigration 
system that honors our na-
tion’s and our city’s immi-
grant heritage.”

Velazquez is also big on af-
fordable housing, and touted 
her record supporting fights 
for greater rent regulation and 
tougher penalties for harass-
ing landlords. 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

New, boxy apartment 
buildings are a dime a dozen 
in Williamsburg, but it is a 
rare development indeed that 
is renting for entirely below-
market rates.

That is exactly what is set 
to happen at a 38-unit, seven-
story housing complex under 
construction at 59. Frost St., 
between Lorimer and Leon-
ard streets, where a developer 

is offering studios for $640, 
one bedrooms for $689, and 
two bedrooms for $835, ex-
clusively to low-income ten-
ants. The deal is a steal in the 
neighborhood where the aver-
age two-bedroom runs $3,773, 
according to real estate indus-
try  data , and there is a lot of 
demand among poor and mid-
dle-class people at risk of be-
ing squeezed out, the developer 
behind the project said.

“There’s a tremendous need 

for affordable housing. There 
has been so much gentrifica-
tion and displacement. This 
site will help with that,” said 
Martin Dunn.

Dunn said he will offer 
eight of the building’s apart-
ments to adults with devel-
opmental disabilities and 
one unit will go to a service 
worker to assist the disabled 
tenants.

As far as applying goes, 
public defenders need not 

bother, nor do under-the-ta-
ble dishwashers. The units 
are reserved specifically 
for people making more 
than $23,600 and less than 
$47,000 per year — people 
making more than $29,400 
pay higher rents — and the 
application process requires 
reams of documentation.

People interested in ap-
plying have till Dec. 22 and 
can find more info at www.
nyc.gov/housingconnect.

Finally! $689 apartments in Williamsburg

Model Homes Open Daily 10-5

Arverne By The Sea

Arverne By The Sea

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

Final Phase
Two-family Homes
90% SOLD OUT!

Final Phase
Two-family Homes
90% SOLD OUT!
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• Beachfront Living 
• Rental Income
• Rooftop Terraces
• 20-year tax abatement
• Designer Upgrades** 
• Granite & Stainless Kitchens**
• Free Membership to YMCA***

$599,000 to $1.2M*

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin 
Beechwood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY.  *Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.  **Select owners 
units include granite & stainless kitchens/designer upgrades.  ***Free 1 year YMCA membership with home purchase.
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OCEANFRONT 
TWO-FAMILY HOMES
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Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Fidelis Care, a Statewide 
health plan with more than 
1.1 million members, reminds 
seniors to carefully consider 
their healthcare needs when 
choosing their Medicare cov-
erage for 2015. Medicare 2015 
open enrollment is underway 
and ends December 7.  

Seniors can choose tradi-
tional Medicare or a Medicare 
Advantage product. Commonly 
known as Part C, Medicare Ad-
vantage provides insurance for 
hospitalization and inpatient 
care (Part A) as well as doctors’ 
services, outpatient care, and 
some preventive services (Part 
B). It may also include prescrip-
tion coverage (Part D).  

“Medicare Advantage and 
Dual Advantage products can 
be attractive because they offer 
extra benefits, ranging from vi-

sion and dental care to flexible 
spending benefits for health-
related items,” said Fidelis 
Care Chief Marketing Officer 
Pamela Hassen. “In designing 
Fidelis Care’s Medicare Ad-
vantage products for 2015, our 
goal was to continue to offer af-
fordable coverage and the key 
benefits that mean the most to 
members.”

In comparing Medicare Ad-
vantage products, Hassen rec-
ommends seniors consider:

Price: Is it a good value? Is 
it more economical to pay a 
monthly premium and $0 co-
pay for primary care visits, or 
$0 monthly premium and a co-
pay?

Product: Which option has 
benefits that are most in line 
with your health care needs? 
Are your prescription drugs in 

the plan’s formulary? Can flex 
spending help offset costs?

Providers: Are the partici-
pating doctors and hospitals 
convenient for you?

New this year, Fidelis Care 
has an online tool to help se-
niors who are interested in 
Medicare Advantage products. 
Found on Fidelis Care’s web-
site, fideliscare.org, the Fidelis 
Affordable Care Advisor com-
pares available plans, benefits, 
and costs, along with the ben-
efits and costs associated with 
Original Medicare. Seniors 
only need to enter basic infor-
mation. The Fidelis Affordable 
Care Advisor also allows us-
ers to schedule an appointment 
with a representative who can 
assist with enrollment.

For more information, call 
Fidelis Care at 1-888-FIDELIS 

(1-888-343-3547), visit fideliscare.
org, or meet with a representa-
tive at a Fidelis Care Commu-
nity Office location:

Bronx Community Of-
fice: 815 East Tremont Avenue, 
Bronx, NY 10460, phone: (718) 
896-2531

Flushing Community Of-
fice: 36-36 Main Street, Suite 
2SB, Flushing, NY 11354, phone: 
(718) 896-4511 

Inwood Community Office: 
100-02 Post Avenue, New York, 
NY 10034, phone: (212) 942-3111

Ridgewood Community 
Office: 1674 Putnam Avenue, 
Ridgewood, NY 11385, phone: 
(718) 896-2694

Sunset Park Community 
Office: 837 58th Street, 4th Floor, 
Brooklyn, NY 11220, phone: (718) 
633-5308

Fidelis Care Offers Tips for  
Seniors Choosing Medicare Coverage

Stephanie aims to put 
her kids in their place

New York City school system, 
the constant barrage of tests to 
take, essays to write, grades to 
be shown? How was I not go-
ing to judge myself and my kids 
for every tardy, every missed 
homework assignment, every 
slight screw-up that seemed, 
under close scrutiny, to scream 
“You are failures! You will 
never measure up!”

Buddhism, Jungian analy-
sis, Reiki, astrology, psychol-
ogy, marital counseling, party 
throwing, and lots and lots of 
baking have all helped in mo-
ments when it seems that the 
pressures of this ultra-compet-
itive place might rattle my des-
ert-born brain. I grew up going 
to the schools in my neighbor-
hood, moving with the same 
group of kids from elemen-
tary to middle to high school, 
and meeting some new ones 
fed in from other schools on 
the way. This is what I know, 

and that was — as I recall — 
stressful enough. 

But here I am, right smack 
dab in the middle of where 
I always hoped to be, in the 
Big City, filled with well-read, 
high-achieving folks from all 
over the world, here to make 
their mark and teach their kids 
to make theirs.

I sat with a group of moth-
ers recently while our chil-
dren took the two-and-a-half-
hour Specialized High-School 
Test. There was talk the whole 
lunch of our hopes and fears 
for our children, the failings 
that might prevent them from 
getting into one of the top 
schools, the strengths that 
(fingers crossed) might get 
them noticed and admired 
by some of the many admis-
sions directors. There wasn’t 
enough wine at the table to 
soak up all that stress.

With weeks to go and so 

I 
started meditating again re-
cently, sitting cross-legged 
in front of many flaming 

candles, letting my stressful 
thoughts — about my eldest 
getting into high school, my 
younger adjusting to middle 
school — flicker in, and then 
pushing them out. 

But the candle-lighting 
ritual only lasted one morn-
ing. It was cool, but I couldn’t 
muster the energy in the still-
dark to get myself into posi-
tion on the pillow that still 
had a sleeping dog snuggled 
atop it. Instead, as I neared the 
deli on my walk to the park, 
I thought how maybe what 
could work to ease the strain 
was a ritual of candy bars and 
lotto tickets. One was plea-
sure, the other hope, right? 
Couldn’t hurt to try. 

The Butterfinger tasted 
great, but I couldn’t make 
myself buy a lottery ticket. 
That article I read years ago 
about how winning the lot-
tery ruined the lives of so 
many people rang incredi-
bly true. 

So. What was it going to 
be? How was I going to remain 
fearless in my parenting amidst 
the incredible pressures of the 

many more tours and appli-
cations, I am cooked. I’m not 
sure I can keep up the game 
face for my son, whose own 
energy is beginning to flag. 
But I have to stay on track. I 
have to remain calm and carry 
on. I have to stay in it to win 
it, just do it. I have to follow 
whatever encouraging apho-
rism or ad campaign can con-
vince me. I had these chil-
dren, now they are mine to 
shuttle through life, to try to 
lead them, through whatever 
means possible, to the places 
they might fare best. 

I put my youngest in a the-
ater class recently, which he 
fought me on for a bit before 
relenting. Last night he told 
me, begrudgingly, that I was 
right. He liked it, though he 
warned me, finger wagging, 
not to say “I told you so.” He 
was all smiles as he told me 
of an older aide in the class 
who “does all the things I do, 
but better!” 

I smiled and realized that 
all the meditation, therapy, 
and candy bars in the world 
don’t hold a candle to seeing 
your kids happy. You just have 
to keep trying to help them 
find their place. 

The Brooklyn Paper

Help make the holidays 
brighter for a poor family. 
Drop off non-perishable 
foods, new and unwrapped 
toys and games, or cash do-
nations at selected branches 
of Municipal Credit Union for 

City Harvest’s Daily News 
Food Drive and the Salva-
tion Army Toys for Tots cam-
paign.

Collection sites for both 
programs include: 

• 350 Jay St. at Adams 
Street (mezzanine level) in 

Downtown.
• 1904 Surf Ave. near MCU 

Park in Coney Island.
• 1560 Flatbush Ave. near 

Hillel Place in Midwood.
• 2142 Ralph Ave. be-

tween avenues L and K in 
Flatlands.

Toys for Tots drive from 
Nov. 10 to Dec. 14; City 
Harvest drive through Jan. 
16, 2015. 

A complete list of all MCU 
branches and drop-off loca-
tions can be found at www.
nymcu.org/branches.

Where to donate toys for tots



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500November 7-13, 2014 AWP  15



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-250016  AWP  November 7-13, 2014

Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

Isn’t public safety progressive?

Shouldn’t it be 
a priority?

Overworked. Understaffed.
Underpaid. Unappreciated.

Mayor de Blasio has budgeted billions to fund his 
“progressive” priorities, but set aside nothing to re-staff 
police precincts or pay police officers a competitive salary.

Mayor de Blasio, how much
are safe streets worth?


	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG001
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG002
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG003
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG004
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG005
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG006
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG007
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG008
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG009
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG010
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG011
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG012
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG013
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG014
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG015
	20141107_XG4_BKP_PG016

