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Place your holiday 
order now!

OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY from 7am–3pm Cranberry Pear
 Pecan
 Key Lime

 Pumpkin 
Cheesecake

 Blueberry

 Red Velvet Cake
 And much more!

 Apple
 Apple Crumb
 Pumpkin

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

them to an online database. 
Taken together, the numbers 
can create snapshot and min-
ute-to-minute heat maps of 
air pollution. Seeing the re-
sults will make participants 
feel like the effort is worth 
it, Heimbinder said.

“You can be walking 
along, and every second, 
you can see yourself on 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Greenpoint residents might soon be 
transformed into scientific researchers 
just by putting on a necklace.

A technologically minded activist has 
created an air-pollution detector that he 
hopes to get locals to wear around their 
necks in order to create a far-reaching, 
real-time picture of the toxins floating 
above the polluted neighborhood.

“This allows the community to get in-
volved and do research,” said Michael 
Heimbinder, inset, a member of the New-
town Creek Alliance and founder of Hab-
itatMap, which builds tools for commu-

nity organizing around environmental 
issues. “It will amplify their voices and 
the importance of the data they are col-
lecting.”

The tool, called Air Casting Green-
point, is a piece of blue-plastic bling that 
sniffs the air several times a second and 
sends the results to an Android phone, 
which then analyzes the data and sends 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A Bedford-Stuyvesant designer is 
turning foraged nut, berry, and flower 
juice into clothing dyes.

Liz Spencer is rooting around for 
pokeberry, black walnut, and golden-
rod in Prospect Park and other verdant 
areas around the borough to make red, 
beige, and yellow custom clothes. She 
also grows flowers in front of her apart-
ment for their pigments. She has the pro-
cesses down, but the trick now is try-
ing to figure out how to turn a profit 
doing it.

“My forte is design and sustainability, 
but not so much business,” she said.

Spencer is one of the young business 
owners taking part in Pratt Institute’s 
new Brooklyn Fashion and Design Ac-
celerator in the old Pfizer building on 

Flushing Avenue.
“I am hoping to get the mentorship I 

need here to change that,” she said.
The program is meant to assist new 

designers through their crucial early de-
velopment stages, its head said.

“This is a great opportunity to take 
young designers and give them a place 
that they can make their dreams happen,” 
director Debera Johnson said.

The Accelerator had temporarily made 
its home at the Navy Yard for the past 
year. In its new, much larger space be-
tween Tompkins and Throop avenues 
it has space for 30 businesses. So far, 
there are 16, each selected by the proj-
ect’s board based on the feasibility and 
creativity of its concept, its principals’ 
work ethic, and their portfolio. 

Some of the projects on display at 

Your design here
Old Pfi zer building gets biz incubator

Liz Spencer with fabric she dyed using foraged Brooklyn flora at Pratt 
Institute’s Brooklyn Fashion and Design Accelerator in the old Pfizer 
factory building.
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Michael Heimbinder hopes to get 
other Greenpoint residents to 
wear portable air monitors.
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Human air monitors
They can feel it coming in the air tonight, oh lord

Jay Street’s old firehouse is back in all its blazing glory. Scaffolding 
that has shrouded the former Brooklyn Fire Department headquar-
ters came down on Wednesday, ending a year of restoration work 
on the brownstone beauty. The building, which contains 18 below-
market-rate apartments, has been in line for a spruce-up since 2010 
when the Pratt Area Community Council got a grant to do the job. 
But red tape at the Department of Housing Preservation and De-
velopment, the city entity that owns the property, slowed progress 
and work did not begin until August 2013. — Matthew Perlman

So hot it turrets!
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See DESIGN  on page 16

See AIR  on page 18

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A southern Brooklyn pol’s bid 
to ban text-messaging while bik-
ing is a misguided attempt to score 
political points in the car-centric 
district and fundamentally misun-
derstands the dangers cyclists face, 
according to bike advocates.

The car critics blasted Council-
man Mark Treyger (D–Benson-
hurst) for his bill that would make 
it a crime to tap the coordinates 
to tonight’s party while piloting 
a bicycle. The activists argue that 
the legislation is a diversion from 
the need for police enforcement 
targeting motorists, who are re-
sponsible for the vast majority of 
road deaths, and for car-slowing 
measures by the Department of 
Transportation.

“Legislating over texting while 
biking is a dangerous distraction 
from what is actually killing peo-
ple,” said Keegan Stephan, a for-
mer Williamsburg resident and ac-
tivist with the group Right of Way. 
“This is not just a net zero. It is a 
net negative because it calls for 
NYPD and DOT resources that 
could be used elsewhere.”

Treyger said he was inspired 
to write up the legislation when 
he saw a distracted cyclist swerve 
into traffic while text-messag-
ing. The bill, introduced on Nov. 
13, would make text-messaging 
while biking a violation, punish-
able by a $50 fine on the first of-
fense if it results in an injury or 
property damage, and as much 
as $200 for subsequent offenses. 
The law would also mandate that 
the transportation and police de-

Pol targets texting on bikes, cyclists say he’s g2g

THUMBS OF FURY
MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

GREAT MOMENTS IN 
AIR POLLUTION 

SEE PAGE 18

Councilman Mark Treyger, 
whose district is home to just 
one stretch of bike lane, is go-
ing after distracted cyclists.

partments come up with a bike-
safety education program for of-
fenders to attend.

The legislation has the back-
ing of 13 other Council members, 
including Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Sunset Park) who 
bikes to work at City Hall and to 
community meetings around his 
district, as the New York Daily 
News  reported .

Treyger said his law is in line 
with Mayor DeBlasio’s Vision 
Zero campaign to reduce traffic 
deaths to zero by 2024, though 
he acknowledged that drivers de-
serve more scrutiny to that end. 
But bike activists scoffed at the 
idea that the looming legislation 
would do anything to help road 
safety, and said that Treyger should 
be driven by data, not incidents 
from his commute.

“I have never had someone come 
to me and say they injured or struck 
someone because they were tex-
ting while biking,” said Steve Vac-
caro, a lawyer who specializes in 
representing cyclists. “If an anec-
dote was our standard for calling 
for new legislation we would have 
countless laws for situations that 
just don’t come up.”

Stephan also criticized Treyger 
for focusing on cyclist behavior 
when he could be adding bike-in-
sulating infrastructure to his auto-
mobile-oriented turf below Pros-

pect Park,  Brooklyn’s proverbial 
Mason-Dixon line .

“If we created more bike lanes 
instead of diverting resources to 
teaching bicyclists how to ride 
safely, we would solve every-
one’s problems,” he said. “Trey-
ger doesn’t have a single bike lane 
in his district. Maybe he should 
focus on that instead.”

In fact, Treyger’s district in-
cludes a single, solitary bike lane, 
along Neptune Avenue in Coney 
Island, and notably, the bike path 
along Ocean Parkway, which is 
the oldest in the nation. But the 
two-wheeler accommodations are 
a far cry from the many miles of 
bike lanes that crisscross neighbor-

hoods from Red Hook to Green-
point, roughly coinciding with this 
newspaper’s coverage area.

Treyger’s legislation is an at-
tempt to close a loophole in a state 
law that outlaws text-messaging 
while driving but explicitly applies 
only to people operating a moving 
vehicle, leaving bicyclists free to 
tap away. The motorist-only clause 
has not stopped police from slap-
ping cyclists with apparently bo-
gus tickets for using their phones 
on the go. As of Nov. 9, cops had 
cited cyclists 423 times citywide 
for using a cellphone while rid-
ing, almost twice as many tick-
ets as the 213 written in 2013. The 
data provided by the Police De-
partment does not specify which 
law cyclists were cited under, and 
a police rep declined to specify, 
but Treyger said the tickets likely 
lie on shaky legal ground.

“I’d love for the NYPD to point 
to what law they are using to write 
those tickets,” Treyger said. “If a 
police officer is taking actions or 
enforcing laws that don’t exist, it 
is certainly troubling.”

Stephan and Vaccaro both ac-
knowledged that text-messaging 
while biking is dangerous, and 
Vaccaro praised the creation of 
a city-backed bike safety program. 
But both said that if the city is 
going to crack down on cyclists, 
other behaviors are more alarm-
ing, such as biking while under 
the influence. 

“The procedural aspects are 
good, but the fundamental thrust 
of the law is flawed,” Vaccaro said. 
“It would be best to apply it else-
where.”

Cyclist Tara Matern demonstrates the safer way to text on the go — while stopped — in 
Williamsburg.
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Ice 
Skating

Winter / Edit

Skating, warm drinks, live entertainment and art on ice. 
All winter. Only at the Seaport.

Nov 15, 2014 – Feb 23, 2015

SouthStreetSeaport.com

Sunday 
10AM – 8PM

Saturday
10AM – 10PM

Friday
12PM – 10PM

Monday – Thursday
12PM – 9PM

Operating Hours
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Share your ideas 
for improving 
Thomas Boyland 
Playground:

Audrey Johnson Learning Center

272 Moffat Street bet. Wilson  

and Knickerbocker Avenues

November 24, 2014

5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

The Community Parks Initiative is  
investing in neighborhood parks that  
need it most. NYC Parks will rebuild  
parks, upgrade playgrounds, improve  
green spaces and more. To learn more  
or get involved, email Christopher 
Yandoli at christopher.yandoli@parks.
nyc.gov or call 718.965.8992.

www.nyc.gov/parks

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

The ventilation machinery 
and planned bar on the roof 
of a new hotel in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park will block the be-
loved view from the Brook-
lyn Heights Promenade, in 
violation of an agreement to 
keep it pristine, a civic group 
argues.

The influential Brooklyn 
Heights Association says the 
30-foot bulkhead and under-
construction saloon atop the 
Furman Street structure are 
clear violations of an eight-
year-old agreement to keep 
the building under the over-
look. The civic group griped 
about the blight on the view in 
a letter to the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Corporation last month, 
demanding an explanation and 
a remedy.

“We feel strongly that the 
primary responsibility for en-
suring that the views the com-
munity fought hard to protect 
was, and remains, the primary 
responsibility of the BBPC 
and its predecessors,” wrote 
Alexandra Bowie, president 
of the 104-year-old commu-
nity group.

The agreement brokered 
by the Heights Association 
in 2006 is affirmed in the 
park’s  General Project Plan , 
which describes the hotel, now 
called Pierhouse, as being ap-
proximately 100-feet tall. The 
building now exceeds that 
limit by approximately 30 feet 
because of the rooftop equip-
ment and pub, to the chagrin 
of the Association, members 
of which love gazing out onto 
the Brooklyn Bridge and the 
skyline of the distant island 
of Manhattan.

“The bulkheads now rise 
high enough to block the view 
of stays and cables as well 
as the view of the Chrysler 
Building,” says a statement 
posted on the group’s web-
site. “Our board and pub-
lic are angered that the new 
buildings have seriously com-
promised that iconic, world-
class view.”

The group also points to 
a response to a public com-

Battle of the bulkhead
Activists angry over view-blocking Bridge Park hotel

ment in the park’s  Final Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement  
that specifically pledges to 
keep the rooftop utilities out 
of sight.

“Any required parapet and 
mechanical equipment would 
be included in the proposed 
building envelope,” the docu-
ment says, though it is unclear 
who from the city, state, or the 
park’s private administration 
penned the pledge.

As for the bar, in its let-
ter to park administrators the 
Heights Association asked if 
removing it could shave feet 
off the top of the building, es-
pecially if it meant the eleva-
tor would not have to reach 
the roof. 

The Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Corporation isn’t budging. It 
insists that the bar was always 
part of the plan, and that it has 
to have an elevator to the roof 
to be Americans with Disabil-
ities Act compliant.

“The rooftop of the hotel 

will include an outdoor bar. 
An occupiable rooftop is a 
key component of the hotel 
program and has been part of 
the developer’s proposal from 
the outset,” park president Re-
gina Myer wrote.

Park honchos also main-
tain that the height limit does 
not include the bulkhead, and 
that neighborhood activists 
knew that all along.

“It was made clear that 
BBP, based on consultation 
with Empire State Develop-
ment Corporation, would per-
mit rooftop mechanical equip-
ment to exceed the 100-foot 
height limit provided that it fit 
the definition of a ‘Permitted 
Obstruction’ in the NYC Zon-
ing resolution,” Myer wrote 
in response to the commu-
nity group’s letter.

Myer points to a letter the 
Heights Association wrote in 
2011 “explicitly acknowledg-
ing [the bulkhead being ex-
empted from the height limit], 

with no mention of any pre-
vious agreements made with 
the BHA.”

“It is our understand-
ing that one of the require-
ments of the RFP was that 
no scheme may penetrate 
the Scenic View plane or be 
higher than 100 feet exclu-
sive of mechanical equip-
ment,” wrote then-Heights-
Association-president Jane 
McGroarty and then-parks-
committee-chairman Don-
ald Fraser.

Executive director Judy 
Stanton said that no matter 
what her organization said 
after the environmental im-
pact statement was drawn up, 
the document is what should 
be regulating development in 
Brooklyn’s front yard.

“The spirit and language 
of the FEIS was very clear 
in its intent to preserve the 
view of the Brooklyn Bridge 
from midway along the Prom-
enade,” Stanton said. “Noth-
ing the BHA has ever said or 
done during the period be-
tween the FEIS and today 
should be misunderstood or 
construed as undermining that 
intent to preserve or even im-
prove on that view that existed 
prior to the Pierhouse.”

A member of Stanton’s 
group summed up its stance 
this way in a 2005 reaction 
to the original environmen-
tal study:

“Please remember, there 
are views and then there are 
views,” Otis Pearsall wrote. 
“This is one of the world’s 
best. Let’s not nibble at it.”

A Brooklyn College pro-
fessor who writes about de-
velopment said he is not sure 
what legal weight the final 
impact statement holds, but 
added that the real issue is 
the money and will to bat-
tle the deep-pocketed Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Corporation 
in court.

“My experience has been 
that what matters is how 
much money and clout you 
have to make your case,” Je-
rome Krase said. “To some 
degree the legality becomes 
inventive.”

Brooklyn Heights activists take issue with the struc-
ture on the top rear of this new hotel building, but 
really the whole thing blocks the view.
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Exceptional public education.

Success
starts with
igniting
imaginations.

Apply now at:
 SuccessAcademies.org
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 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A degenerate stole an el-
derly woman’s purse as she 
boarded an Access-A-Ride ve-
hicle on Jay Street on Nov. 
7, according to a police re-
port.

The 85-year-old victim said 
she left her purse and walker 
on the sidewalk between Con-
cord and Nassau streets as she 
climbed into the vehicle at 7:15 
am. When she turned around 
to get her things, the bag was 
gone, cops said.

The woman said her bag 
contained $50 in cash, a cell-
phone, and debit, credit, and 
insurance cards.

Subterfuge
A sneak stole a wom-

an’s wallet as she boarded a 
Manhattan-bound C train at 
High Street on Nov. 3, po-
lice said.

The 69-year-old victim said 
she was boarding a crowded 
train at 9:25 am when two 
men bumped into her, then 
exited the car. After the train 
pulled away from the station, 
the woman realized her bill-
fold was gone from her purse, 
per cops.

The wallet contained 
$20 in cash, and debit and 
credit cards, NYPD offi-
cials said.

Batter up
A bat-wielding bandit 

robbed a teen on Jay Street 
at Tillary Street on Nov. 4, ac-
cording to the authorities.

The 15-year-old victim 
said the galoot approached 
at 5:30 pm, threatening him 
with the club.

The lout then reached 
into the kid’s pocket, took 
his phone, and took off, po-
lice said.

Gang of 400
A group of gangsters 

robbed a teen of cash, a cell-
phone, and his pants on Bond 
Street on Nov. 4, law enforce-
ment officials said.

The 13-year-old victim 
said he was between Fulton 
and Livingston streets at 4:05 
pm when seven men came up 
and asked if he was in the 
400 gang.

The hoodlums then 
snatched the phone from his 
hand, hit him in the shoul-
der with a cane, and snatched 
his wallet, which contained 
$260, cops said. The toughs 
also took the teen’s sweat-
pants, police said.

Zip rip-off
A thief stole a Zip Car whip 

from a Livingston Street park-
ing lot on Nov. 2, the author-
ities recounted.

An employee from the 
company said the trickster 
came to the lot between Court 
Street and Boerum Place at 3 

am and used a Zip Car mem-
bership card to rent a 2014 
Nissan Altman.

The car was never returned, 
and a company representative 
said the information provided 
by the guy who rented it was 
bogus, officers stated.

Steal, interrupted
A would-be burglar was 

scared off when a Remsen 
Street resident barged in on 
him on Nov. 5, according to 
a report.

The 62-year-old victim, 
who lives between Hick and 
Henry streets, said she re-
turned to her home at 9:15 
am to find her door open.

As she entered the house 
she heard footsteps, then she 
saw the intruder on the first 
floor, NYPD officials said. 
The victim startled the crook 
and he ran upstairs and out 
the door, cops said. Neigh-
bors chased the foiled fiend 
to Montague Street, per po-
lice.

Basket burgled
A lowlife stole a woman’s 

purse from the basket of her 
bike near the corner of Wash-
ington and Front streets on 
Nov. 8, police said.

The 36-year-old victim 
said she walked away from 
her ride for a few seconds at 7 
pm, and when she came back 
her bag was gone. 

The purse contained a 
novel, a wool hat, and debit 

and credit cards, according 
to a report.

Fulton maul
A brute beat a man on Ful-

ton Street on Nov. 6, accord-
ing to the authorities.

Cops found the 41-year-old 
victim between Fleet Street 
and Albee Square at 6:15 
pm, unconscious and bleed-
ing from the nose and ears, 
cops said.

Paramedics transported the 
man to Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter, where doctors determined 
he suffered a brain hemor-
rhage, officers stated. 

The victim could not pro-
vide police with a descrip-
tion of the suspect, but offi-
cers found security footage 
that shows the assailant, cops 
said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Bend of thieves
A pair of predators pilfered 

the cellphone a man was car-
rying in his back pocket on 
N. Oxford Walk on Nov. 11, 
cops said.

The 28-year-old victim said 

he was bending over to pick 
up some bags on the sidewalk 
between Park and Myrtle av-
enues at 7:45 pm when the 
pickpocket snatched his mo-
bile device.

The sneak took off on Park 
Avenue and turned on to S. 
Portland Avenue heading to-
wards Fort Greene Park, ac-
cording to a police report.

The victim then approached 
a scoundrel he saw standing 
with the culprit before the 
theft and asked if he knew 
the guy, officers recounted.

“Don’t follow us,” the ac-
complice purportedly warned. 
He then punched the victim 
in the face and scrammed 
down Park Avenue towards 
Navy Street, NYPD officials 
stated.

Teen trouble
Cops cuffed two teens who 

they say tried to rob another 
youngster waiting for a Myr-
tle Avenue bus on Nov. 13, a 
police report states.

The 16-year-old victim 
said he was at a bus stop be-
tween Clinton and Waverly 
avenues at 4:11 pm when a 
group of seven to 10 attacked 

him. He fought back and the 
crew took off running on Myr-
tle, cops said.

Police arrested a 14-year-
old nearby and a 17-year-old 
the next day, according to the 
authorities.

Shot in the dark
A gunman plugged a man 

who was standing on the side-
walk of Monument Walk on 
Nov. 15, police reported.

The 25-year-old victim 
said he was waiting for a 
friend in front of a build-
ing between Park and Myr-
tle avenues at 6:55 pm, when 
a passerby jeered “F--- you” 
and let off two shots.

The victim caught one 
slug in the shin, officers 
said.

Tool time
A bandit boosted a man’s 

electric bicycle from in front 
of a Myrtle Avenue building 
on Nov. 11, police said.

The 22-year-old owner said 
he locked up his ride between 
Waverly and Washington ave-
nues at 8:30 pm and returned a 
half hour later to find it gone. 
Surveillance video shows the 
rapscallion riding off down 
Waverly Avenue, officers 
stated.

Tool time
Cops arrested a man after 

they say a worker found him 
inside of his commercial ve-
hicle on Adelphi Street try-

ing to steal power tools on 
Nov. 14, according to a po-
lice report.

The 31-year-old worker 
said he returned to his parked 
ride between Park and Myr-
tle avenues at 12:40 pm and 
found the suspect rustling 
around inside. He flagged 
down a police officer who 
confronted the 50-year-old 
and took him into custody, 
officers said.

In the back of the squad 
car, the suspect tried to hide 
a bag of heroin, cops said. 
The suspect was suppos-
edly after a screw gun and a 
grinder, and the worker re-
fused to press charges since 
nothing was taken, the author-
ities reported.

Bad company
A couple of cretins stole a 

bunch of electronics from a 
man who invited them over 
to his Myrtle Avenue apart-
ment early in the morning on 
Nov. 13, cops said.

The 31-year-old victim 
said he invited the preda-
tory pair back to his apart-
ment between Clermont and 
Vanderbilt avenues at 4 am, 
then fell asleep.

When he woke up at 7:30 
am, his stuff was gone, law 
enforcement officials said. 
The treacherous twosome ab-
sconded with a few laptops, a 
cellphone, and an electronic 
tablet, according to a police 
report.

Bike snare
Cops arrested a man on 

Nov. 15 who they say stole 
a Citi Bike last month from 
the dock at Fleet and Wil-
loughby streets.

Police stopped the 20-year-
old suspect near the corner of 
Pulaski Street and Marcy Av-
enue in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
at 10:55 pm, after they say 
he pedaled the bike through 
a red light, according to a po-
lice report.

Police checked with the 
bike-share program and found 
that the suspect had not rented 
the ride, and that it was last 
docked in Fort Greene at 10:42 
am on Oct. 14, cops said.

Broken up
Police arrested a man who 

they say tried to break into 
a Greene Avenue apartment 
on Nov. 14.

The 25-year-old resident 
said the suspect was trying 
to break the lock on the door 
to her apartment between 
Grand and Classon avenues 
at 1:20 am.

She called the cops and of-
ficers arrived and arrested the 
36-year-old, according to the 
authorities.

— Matthew Perlman

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Store stickup
Three gun-toting goons 

robbed a cellphone store 
that apparently had nothing 
in stock on 13th Avenue on 
Nov. 11. 

The trio burst into the store 
at the corner of 70th Street in 
Dyker Heights at 7:10 pm, po-
lice said.

One man flashed a black 
handgun and yelled “Get back 
or I’ll shoot,” according to a 
police report. The robbers de-
manded phones, but the clerk 
told them the store didn’t have 
any, so the trio took $100 cash 
and fled, police said.

Big haul
Two guys broke into a 73rd 

Street home and stole $55,400 
on Nov. 13.

A witness saw two men 
enter the basement between 
Eighth Avenue and Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway in Bay Ridge at 
3 pm, a police report states.

Once inside the basement, 
the pair ransacked the room 
and took $400 from a dresser, 
police said. Then the burglars 
broke into an apartment above, 
tore the place apart, and made 
off with another $55,000, ac-
cording to law enforcement 
sources.

Cheap shots
Three brutes blindsided a 

man on the corner of 62nd 
Street and 10th Avenue in 
Dyker Heights and stole his 
phone, wallet, and $50 on 
Nov 11.

The stooges ran up behind 
their 35-year-old victim at 10 
pm and smacked him upside 
the head before stealing his 
stuff, police said. The total 
stolen was worth $1,100, a 
police report states.

Pummeling
Four fiends beat up and 

robbed a guy on the corner 
of Fifth Avenue in Bay Ridge 
on Nov. 16.

The victim was near Sen-
ator Street at 2:35 am when 
the foursome came up be-
hind him, pushed him to the 
ground, and kicked the guy, 
then took his cellphone and 
headphones, valued at $580, 

police said.
— Max Jaeger

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Car cash
A thief stole thousands in 

cash and a passport from a 
man’s parked car on Fifth Ave-
nue on Nov. 1, police said.

The victim left his vehi-
cle between First and Sec-
ond streets at about 5 pm and 
went to dinner, leaving a brief-
case containing $6,000 and a 
United States passport inside, 
according to a report.

When he returned a short 
while later, the luggage was 
gone along with the loot in-
side, although the car showed 
no signs of forced entry, of-
ficers stated.

Stole foods
A bandit swiped a shop-

per’s wallet from her bag as 
she shopped at the Whole 
Foods Market at Third 
Street and Third Avenue on 
Nov. 9, law enforcement of-
ficials said.

The woman was stroll-
ing the aisles around 1:50 
pm when the stealthy pick-
pocket extracted her wallet, 
which contained a debit card 
and $160 in cash, according 
to a report.

Bags to riches
A daring crook took the 

air-bags from a parked car 
on Sixth Street on Nov. 9, 
without activating the pro-
tective pillows, according 
to a report.

The victim parked the 2001 
Bavarian Motor Works buggy 
near Prospect Park West and 
returned to find the driver’s-
side window smashed and the 
equipment taken, cops said.

Security flaw
A bandit boosted a cus-

tom bicycle from an apart-
ment building on Fourth Av-
enue on Nov. 6, according to 
the authorities.

The victim locked his Surly 
Long Haul Trucker to a pole 
inside the lobby of the build-
ing between Garfield Place 
and Carroll Street, but he said 
the front door to the lobby 
does not close all the way.

— Noah Hurowitz

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Bad dad
A meanie attacked and 

robbed his daughter on Sut-
ton Street on Nov. 11, cops 
reported.

The victim said she was 
between Nassau and Nor-
man avenues at 9 am when 
her fiendish father approached 
and demanded cash.

When the 30-year-old re-
fused, the scoundrel pushed 
her, punched her, and grabbed 
her purse, which contained 
her cash and cigarettes, po-
lice said. The victim related 
where officers could find her 
dastardly dad, but they have 
not yet cuffed him, a report 
states.

Phone it in
Officers arrested a man af-

ter they say he chased down 
a teenager and tried to steal 
his phone on Dupont Avenue 
on Nov. 16.

The 17-year-old victim said 
he was walking with a friend 
near Franklin Street at 2:10 am 
when the suspect ran up and 
asked for help. The accused 
then tried to snatch the mo-
bile device out of the victim’s 
hand, cops reported.

“Give me that phone. That 
is mine,” the accused alleg-
edly said.

The victim fled and called 
911 as the suspect chased him, 
law enforcement officials re-
counted. Police showed up, 
cuffed the man, and charged 
the man with robbery.

Iron in the fire
A brute attacked a man 

with a tire iron as he was 
sitting in his car on Nassau 
Avenue on Nov. 15, officers 
stated.

The victim said that he 
was sitting in his car near 
Jewel Street at 4 am when 
the tough suddenly ran to-
wards him with the tool in 
his hands. The victim got out 
of his vehicle and the lowlife 
bashed him in the back of his 
head, cops said. 

Destructive
Someone ran off with a lap-

top from a N. Seventh Street 
construction site on Nov. 10, 
officers stated.

The victim said that he 
left a laptop on the desk of 
his workspace at the site be-
tween Havemeyer and Roe-
bling streets at 10:50 am.

When he came back at 
11:30 am, the computer was 
gone, cops said. 

Several people have access 
to the construction site, ac-
cording to the victim.

— Danielle Furfaro

Bandit bags senior’s purse on Jay Street

FREE FLU SHOTS
(TRY SAYING THAT FIVE TIMES FAST)

NYU LANGONE COBBLE HILL IS OFFERING FREE 
FLU SHOTS, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 10AM–6PM 

AND SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 10AM–2PM.
Enter the Emergency Department on Amity Street, between Hicks and Henry Streets. 

Available to adults 18 years and older.
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SOME APPS ARE GREAT FOR KILLING TIME.
THIS  ONE’S  GREAT FOR SAVING IT .
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Sleep-Away 
Camp

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

City marshals seized the 
supposed oldest bar in Brook-
lyn on Nov. 14, closing the 
latest chapter in the tavern’s 
troubled recent history.

The takeover of Golden-
rod in Carroll Gardens re-
turned the storefront to its 
owners after barkeep James 
McGown made big changes 
inside without clearing them 
with the city, according to a 
lawyer for the landlords.

“He breached his lease by 
making substantial alterations 
without getting consent from 
the building owner or the De-
partment of Buildings,” said 
Donald Bernstein, who rep-
resents owners John and Kim 
Esposito. 

McGown  opened Golden-
rod at Court Street and Fourth 

Ignoble end for ‘oldest bar’
Landlords evict historic Carroll Gardens watering hole

McGown ignored a court or-
der to keep paying rent. The 
marshals who swooped in 
last week changed the locks, 
spelling the end for McGown, 
Bernstein said.

“This has been going on 
a long time, but he is done,” 
Bernstein said.

The bar first opened in 1874 
as Ryan’s, and managed to 
survive Prohibition as a speak-
easy with covered windows 
and hidden entrances. John 
Hanley bought the pub in the 
1950s and ran the place un-
til he sold it to his nieces in 
1995. They kept the bar go-
ing for a decade before sell-
ing the business to McGown 
in 2005.

McGown owns many other 
businesses in the neighbor-
hood and his financial woes 
and tangled legal battles have 
earned him the moniker of 
“bankruptcy baron” from the 
finance journal  Crain’s New 
York Business .

A number listed for 
McGown rings to a mes-
sage saying that it is discon-
nected.

The landlords of Goldenrod, formerly known as 
PJ Hanley’s, evicted their tenant after the barkeep 
made illegal alterations to the watering hole.
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Place in August of 2013 , six 
months after declaring bank-
ruptcy and closing the bar in 
the same spot known for 20 
years as P.J. Hanley’s. 

The embattled business-
man had clashed with his 
landlords in court even be-
fore the bar’s name change, 
paying rent only sporadically, 
Bernstein said. In court fil-
ings, McGown has  blamed 
thieving managers and de-
layed building repairs for 
his cash-flow problems . 

The alleged illegal altera-
tions would not have been the 
first. The building has an out-
standing violation for un-per-
mitted work dating to 2007, 
property records show. 

The building owners began 
eviction proceedings shortly 
after the bar reopened as Gold-
enrod and Bernstein claims 

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A Gowanus pol who spent 
a good chunk of the year so-
liciting ideas for the neigh-
borhood’s future will present 
the highlights on Nov. 24.

The big reveal will start a 
new chapter in the Bridging 
Gowanus process announced 
by Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Gowanus) last year. 
Lander says the brainstorm-
ing sessions, and the result-
ing document he is creating, 
are supposed to help neigh-
bors come up with a list of 
demands for a rezoning be-
fore city bean counters up 
and do it themselves.

“In the past, the city 
would propose a rezoning 
and a neighborhood would 
react by asking for things 
in exchange,” Lander said. 
“The idea here is to work to-
gether to put together a com-
prehensive plan that instead 

begins with the communi-
ty’s needs.”

The process began with a 
 secret meeting between pols 
and activists in the summer 
of 2013 . 

The idea is to come up with 
a list of demands to govern 
any future large-scale devel-
opment, Lander said. 

One of the main priori-
ties that has come out of the 
meetings has been the pro-
tection of manufacturing in 
the area, possibly by man-
dating that new residential 
projects preserve or create 
industrial space, according 
to the pol. 

Other items include im-
proving transportation and 
environmental infrastruc-
ture, he said.

The Nov. 24 is another 
step in a long process, Lander 
said, and though the presen-
tation will condense all of the 
past year’s meetings, it is not 

the final prescription.
“This is a framework, not a 

plan,” he said. “An important 
challenge here is that there 
are so many actors. The city, 
state, and federal government 
all have central roles to play, 
and we have to take them to-
gether and coordinate, espe-
cially on infrastructure.”

When Lander comes up 
with a final set of recom-
mendations, the next step 
is to get city agencies such 
as the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, the De-
partment of Transportation, 
and the Department of City 
Planning on board.

Lander has described 
Bridging Gowanus as a way 
to avoid the hodgepodge con-
struction of apartment build-
ings, which would require in-
dividual zoning variances for 
each, but anti-development 
activists aren’t all satisfied. 
Protesters  disrupted the final 

Draft of the future
On Monday, fi nd out how Gowanus 
residents want their ‘hood to take shape

Bridging Gowanus meeting  
in June, charging that Lander 
is trying to push his agenda 
while making a show of gath-
ering community input. They 
said they would hold their 
own series of Gowanus plan-
ning meetings but that fiz-
zled out after the first one 
in July.

Councilman Brad Lander 
will present the findings 
on Nov. 24.

One rabble-rouser said 
Bridging Gowanus looks 
good on paper but isn’t in 
practice.  

“It’s a noble effort, but 
there are people with via-
ble ideas who are not being 
listened to,” said Joseph 
Alexiou, a writer who has a 
studio in Gowanus and or-
ganized the protest. “We’ve 
seen that they know what they 
wanted to talk about before 
the community dialogue even 
started.” 

Residents who cannot at-
tend the Nov. 24 meeting have 
until the end of the year to 
make comments on the  Bridg-
ing Gowanus website .

The city solicited neigh-
borhood input for a possible 
rezoning over the course of 
three years starting in 2007, 
but  pressed pause when the 
federal government declared 
the Gowanus Canal a Super-
fund site by the federal gov-
ernment in 2010 , beginning 
an environmental cleanup 
process that is set to take at 
least until 2024. 

Bridging Gowanus, PS 
32 (317 Hoyt St. between 
President and Union streets 
in Gowanus, www.bridg-
inggowanus.com.) Nov. 24 
at 6:30 pm.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

The French tourist who ille-
gally climbed one of the Brook-
lyn Bridge’s suspension cables 
needs to be sent up the river, 
Brooklyn’s top law enforcement 
official said on Tuesday.

District Attorney Ken 
Thompson is hitting the 
man, Yonathan Souid, with 
four separate charges for the 
jaunt, which Thompson says 
put people in danger. A Rus-
sian sightseer got off with a 
sentence of community service 
and a fine for a similar excur-
sion in August, but Thompson 
pledged to try to make Souid 
serve hard time.

“This defendant’s foolish 
and unlawful conduct is a 
breach of security and a dan-
ger to himself and others. It 
will not be tolerated,” the law-
man said in a statement. “This 
is not a game and we will be 
seeking jail time.”

Souid posted $7,000 in bail 
on Monday, and his attorney 
James Medows said prosecu-
tors are blowing the adventure 
out of proportion.

“He was acting as a fool-
ish tourist,” Medows said. “He 
didn’t know it would cause such 
an uproar.”

Souid was visiting New 
York on a weeklong religious 
trip, Medows said. He went for 
a walk on the bridge on Nov. 16 
at 12:29 pm, and supposedly 
decided to climb one of the sup-
ports to take some photos, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

A police officer spotted Souid 
and took him into custody, doc-
uments state, though it is unclear 
exactly how the collar took place. 
The District Attorney’s Office 
charged him with reckless en-
dangerment, criminal trespass, 
disorderly conduct, and a viola-
tion of the administrative code 
that “prohibits climbing, jump-
ing or suspending oneself from 
structures.”

This is the third instance of 
foreign nationals climbing the 
iconic span in recent months. 
A pair of German artists claim 
to have climbed the 276-foot 
towers back in July in order 

DA: Send latest bridge 
climber to the slammer

(Above) District Attor-
ney Ken Thompson, 
center in this file photo, 
is throwing the book at 
the French tourist who 
strolled up a Brooklyn 
Bridge cable. (Left) The 
incident in July where 
artists replaced the flags 
on the top of the bridge 
embarrassed police.

to  replace the bridge’s Ameri-
can flags with hand-sewn, all-
white versions to honor bridge 
designer John Roebling . The 
following month, police ar-
rested Russian tourist Yaro-
slav Kolchin after he  strolled up 
a cable to the top of the Brook-
lyn-side tower to take some 
cellphone photos .

Medows said the city should 
have beefed up security on the 
bridge after these incidents, and 
said if they did his client never 
would have performed his high-
wire act.

“If you’re going to point fin-
gers, you should point them at 
the NYPD,” he said.

Police briefly deployed 
counterterrorism officers 
to the iconic span following 
the flag switcheroo, and the 
NYPD’s golf-cart-like Inter-

ceptors have been stationed 
on the bridge walkway in re-
cent months.

Responding to the lat-
est incident, state Sen. Dan-
iel Squadron (D–Brooklyn 
Heights) and Assemblyman Joe 
Lentol (D–Greenpoint) are in-
troducing legislation that would 
raise the penalties for people 
who trespass on critical infra-
structure such as the Brooklyn 
Bridge. The bill would bump 
the charge up to a Class A mis-
demeanor that caries a maxi-
mum sentence of one year in 
the hoosegow.

The proposal comes on the 
heels of similar legislation 
introduced by Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D–New York) in Oc-
tober, which would make the 
same behavior a federal crime 
carrying a maximum penalty 

of five years in prison.
At a press conference an-

nouncing the proposed state 
legislation, Borough President 
Adams said Schumer’s bill will 
likely be held up in Washing-
ton and that something needs 
to be done now.

“The reality is that we have 
gridlock in Washington,” Ad-
ams said. “And this is an im-
portant local issue.”

Adams is no fan of the 
Brooklyn Bridge stunts. In 
July, he offered a $5,000 re-
ward for information about 
the white flags and called the 
prank a “terrorist act.” He of-
fered another stern rejoinder 
on Tuesday.

“If you come to New York 
and walk on the walkway you 
will have a great vacation,” he 
said. “But if you trespass, you’ll 
have a longer incarceration.”
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Your Smile Can Be Life Changing

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection of oral 
cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for recontouring gum 
tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening for safe, 
immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive diode laser 
that can detect decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Cosmetic Porcelain 

Veneer Special
$750 Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme makeover you have always wanted

B
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P, 2

Call Today to Schedule 
a Convenient Appointment

 Take   B   or   Q   Train
       to Kings Highway
       B68, B82 & B7

2014 Flexible 

A
FTER
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Bang on
The spontaneous combustion rate of Spinal 

Tap drummers is far above the world average. 
Brooklyn’s own resident expert on the mys-

terious phenomenon says that people igniting 
from the inside and then 
burning to their death 
happens at a rate of far 
less than one in a mil-
lion. So it is unlikely that 
it would happen to your 
drummer, let alone a se-
ries of drummers. 

“It is not mythologi-
cal, like a unicorn,” said 
art historian and Green-
pointer Karen Bachmann. 
“It actually does happen, just not very often.”

Bachmann will give a presentation called 
“Charred Remains: Spontaneous Human Com-
bustion and You” at the Morbid Anatomy Mu-
seum in Gowanus on Nov. 24. The presentation 
will look at the history of people automatically 
going alight. 

“I am just presenting it at one of the odder 
phenomenon in history,” said Bachmann, who is 
this month’s resident scholar at the museum. 

No one knows exactly why people burn up 
from the inside. It may be an excess of electrical 
current in the body or it might be from drum-
ming too fast. 

Bachmann, a jewelry and art history teacher 
at the Fashion Institute of Technology and Pratt 
Institute, said she is most intrigued by the fact 
that subjects who have combusted leave behind 
their limbs — while their head and torso are re-
duced to ash. 

“The fact that they leave their hands and feet 
behind is, for me, the creepy fascination,” she 
said. 

“Charred Remains: Spontaneous Human Com-
bustion and You” at Morbid Anatomy Museum 
[424A Third Ave. at Seventh Street in Gowanus, 
(347) 799–1017, www.morbidanatomymuseum.
org]. Nov. 24 at 8 pm. $8. — Danielle Furfaro

TA L KS

Art is dead — or it will be after this show 
is done with it.

A local event organizer is creating a giant art 
installation that is made specifically to be pum-
meled into submission and destroyed in one stress-
reliving afternoon. “Beat It,” which will take place 

at Littlefield in Gowanus 
on Nov. 22, was inspired 
by real life, explained cre-
ator Jo Firestone.

“After a break up, I re-
ally wanted to hit a per-
son, but I knew that was 
illegal,” she said. “I said to 
myself that I wished there 
was a place you could hit 
things and not have any 
consequences.”

Firestone is building a variety of destructible 
art for the afternoon, including hanging sculp-
tures and several pinatas, all of which audience 
members will be able to smash to pieces with 
foam bats. All the while, a DJ will spin songs 
about beating things. 

This is not Firestone’s first eccentric event. She 
is also one of the brains behind  Punderdome 3000  
— a bar contest based on creating puns,  A Hastily 
Written Masterpiece Starring the Audience  — a 
musical theater series featuring karaoke by audi-
ence members, and the  Inner Beauty Pageant  — 
which is exactly what it sounds like.

“Beat It” will also feature a self-defense in-
structor, who will teach participants how to get 
the most out of their strikes — both at the art 
show and on the street. 

“I always try to make it upbeat and funny, 
but it’s a serious subject,” said Laurel Leckert, 
an instructor at Traditional Okinawan Karate 
of Brooklyn in Bushwick, who will be teach-
ing the class in a corner of the venue. “This 
is a fun and participatory way to practice hit-
ting stuff.” 

Hitting other participants, however, will not 
be allowed. 

“I hope that people do not hit each other and 
that people feel relaxed afterward and a bit re-
lieved of their pre-Thansgiving angst,” said 
Firestone.  

“Beat It” at Littlefield (622 Degraw St. be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
www.littlefieldnyc.com). Nov. 22 at 1 pm. Free.
 — Danielle Furfaro

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

T his art show is going to make peo-
ple f lip!

Boerum Hill gallery and gift shop 
Grumpy Bert is hosting an exhibition 
of artist-designed f lip-books from Nov. 
22–Dec. 28, and the space’s owner said 
he can hardly wait to see the pages start 
turning.

“Flip-books have a weird magic power,” 
said Grumpy Bert himself, Albert Chau. 
“They’re mesmerizing.”

Each of the pieces in the show utilizes a 
little machine called a FlipBooKit, which 
rapidly f lips through a series of images 
using either a motor or hand crank, cre-
ating a simple animation. The exhibit 
includes works from more than 40 art-
ists, each of whom have created a short 
moving picture inside one of the small 
cubes.

The California company that makes 
FlipBooKits produced the show to see 
how far artists could push the boundar-
ies of their product, while offering in-

spiration to potential customers. 
Viewers who find their creative 
switch f lipped on by the exhibi-
tion will be able to purchase a Flip-
BooKit from Grumpy Bert dur-
ing the show. 

One participating artist who has 
taken the FlipBooKit concept and run 
with it is Crown Heights resident Nate 
Bear, who customized his cube to look 
like an old-school arcade machine.

“It was really fun to design an object 
like this,” he said.

Bear said he used to make f lip books 
as a kid, before computer animations such 
as GIFs became common-place. But back 

then, he had to make them by hand, one 
frame at a time, using Post-it notes.

“That was all I could do,” he said. “I 
would draw on those stacks of yellow 
sticky paper.”

Brandon Sines, who works out of a 

studio in Bushwick, used the show as 
an opportunity to animate his long-time 
character Frank Ape.

“It’s all about finding cool new ways 
to bring him to life,” Sines said. “See-
ing Frank move is really fun.” 

Stick ’em up
PA R T Y

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Robert Ham
for The Brooklyn Paper

N o one knows how much 
longer Loren Connors 
can continue to play the 

guitar. 
The 65-year-old Brook-

lyn Heights resident was di-
agnosed in 1992 with Parkin-
son’s disease, and he has since 
been doing everything possible 
to keep performing and writ-
ing as the ailment continues to 
affect him. 

“Doctors haven’t told me 
anything negative yet,” Connors 
said. “I just have to stop break-
ing bones. Parkinson’s tends to 

make you fall. I broke my wrist, 
then my hip, and last Decem-
ber, my shoulder got a multi-
ple fracture. Used to be able to 
throw a baseball real good, but 
can’t do that anymore. I can still 
play guitar though, so that’s all 
that really matters.” 

The disease has not dulled his 
creative spirit one bit. Since the 
diagnosis, Connors has recorded 
a wealth of material that includes 
albums of Irish folk, darkly-col-
ored electric blues, and plenty 
of experimental works that are 
more free-form and noisy.

He also tries to perform as 
much as he is able, either solo, 
with his partner Suzanne Lang-

ille, or collaborating with any 
number of like-minded artists 
— including Kim Gordon, the 
former Sonic Youth co-founder 
with whom he will play an im-
provised set at Issue Project 
Room Downtown on Dec. 3. 

“I like playing solo because 

I go places I don’t expect,” he 
said. “I like playing with other 
people because it creates dif-
ferent colors and moods, and 
sometimes that affects my fu-
ture solo playing.” 

The problem that Connors 
runs into with live performance 
is making sure he is physically 
able to play the way he wants to. 
The key is the right medication 
at the right time, he said. 

“It’s all about pill timing,” 
he said. “They have pills that 
help a lot, but they wear off. I 
have to time it just right.” 

Connors still has plenty of 
creative juice left in the tank, 
but he tries to remain pragmatic. 
When asked about the coming 
year, he would only mention 
the promise of new music and 
reissues of some older record-
ings. Beyond that, his outlook 
is simple. 

“I don’t think about the fu-
ture,” he said. “I just do what 
I do.” 

Right 
turn!
Artists create fl ip-books 
for Boerum Hill exhibition

Art-cade: Crown Heights artist Nate Bear shows his flip-book, “Stomp Bros. vs. Nom 
Nom,” which will be part of “The FlipBooKit Show” at Grumpy Bert.
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Super Sonic sound
Guitar vet teams up with Kim Gordon

Six-stringer: Loren Connors will team up with Kim 
Gordon at Issue Project Room on Dec. 3.
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The FlipBooKit Show at 
Gumpy Bert [82 Bond St. 
between State Street and At-
lantic Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(347) 855–4849, www.grumpy-
bert.com]. Nov. 22–Dec. 28. 
Opening Nov. 22, 7 pm–10 
pm. Free.

A R T

Loren Connors and Kim 
Gordon at Issue Project 
Room [110 Livingston St. 
between Boerum Place and 
Court Street in Downtown 
(718) 330–0313, www.is-
sueprojectroom.org]. Dec. 
3 at 8 pm. $20.
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 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission 

718.260.5500

De
sig

n, 
En

ter
tai

nm
en

t a
nd

 Em
erg

ing
 M

ed
ia

Pu
bli

c S
erv

ice
 Pr

og
ram

s

La
w &

 Pa
ral

eg
al 

Stu
die

s

 Ca
ree

r a
nd

 Te
ch

 Te
ac

he
r E

du
ca

tio
n 

Lib
era

l A
rts

 an
d M

ore

En
gin

ee
rin

g T
ec

hn
olo

gie
s

Sc
ien

ce
 an

d M
ath

em
ati

cs

Bu
sin

es
s P

rog
ram

s

IT 
an

d C
om

pu
ter

 Re
lat

ed
 Fi

eld
s

Ar
ch

ite
ctu

ral
 Te

ch

Hea
lth

ca
re 

Pr
ofe

ss
ion

s
.C

IT
YT

EC
H.C

UNY.E
DU/D

IR
EC

TA
DMIS

SI
ON

DIREC
T A

DMISS
ION 20

15 
» AP

PLY 
NOW

Join us for

Thanksgiving 
Dinner

We are now taking reservations
12:00pm - 5:00pm

Please call us at (718) 852-7800
or visit www.montesnyc.com

451 Carroll Street
Brooklyn, New York 11215

FREE PARKING ON PREMISE

The Oldest 

Italian Restaurant 

In Brooklyn Est. 1906
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Nov. 21

A chorus line
No showtunes for this 
kids choir! The Brook-
lyn Youth Chorus 
teams up with the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music for an ambi-
tious-sounding project 
titled “Black Mountain 
Songs.” The group will 
perform tunes by 
eight big-name com-
posers, including the 
National guitarist 
Bryce Dessner, all 
inspired by North Car-
olina experimental lib-
eral arts school Black 
Mountain College. 

7:30 pm at BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. $20–$40.

SATURDAY
Nov. 22

Save the 
last dance
Cumbe Center for Afri-
can and Diaspora 
Dance is getting the 
boot from its Fulton 
Street studio (to make 
way for luxury apart-
ments, of course), so it 
is staging a show to 
raise funds for a new 
location. Students and 
teachers will perform 
dancehall, hip-hop, and 
samba, amongst other 
styles, followed by a 
dance party with live 
drumming.

7:30 pm at Cumbe [558 
Fulton St. at Flatbush 
Avenue Extension in Fort 
Greene, (718) 935–9700, 
www.cumbedance.com], 
Entry by donation.

SUNDAY
Nov. 23

Market-ing
Yes, it is that time of 
the year already — 
holiday shopping sea-
son. Get it all done 
early and in one place 
at Industry City. The 
manufacturing com-
plex is hosting two big 
holiday markets this 
weekend — the Amer-
ican Field market, 
which will focus on red, 
white, and blue arti-
sans, and the Made in 
Brooklyn market, 
which is exactly what it 
sounds like.  

10 am–6 pm at Industry 
City (274 36th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, www.
industrycity.com). Free.

MONDAY
Nov. 17

Incredible 
edibles
Chew on this. Two 
Truths and a Lie is a 
storytelling night 
where only some of 
the stories are true, 
and it is up to the audi-
ence to figure out fact 
from fiction. This edi-
tion’s title is “What’s 
on the Menu? Stories 
About Memorable 
Meals,” so that funny 
tale about eating a 
Whopper could, in 
fact, be a whoppper.

8 pm at Cameo Gallery 
[93 N. Sixth St. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–1180, www.cam-
eony.net]. $5.

WEDESDAY
Nov. 26 

Let the 
wookie win 
Dreading Thanksgiving 
with your crazy family? 
Hey, it could be worse 
— you could be a Sky-
walker. Give thanks 
that you are not the 
estranged child of an 
evil space dictator by 
attending the Loud 
Mouthed Ladies of 
Trivia’s “Star Wars” 
quiz night. Hell, bring 
your relatives along 
and together, you can 
rule the Macri Park as 
father and son.  

7 pm at Macri Park [462 
Union Ave. between 
Conselyea Street and 
Metropolitan Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 599–
4999, www.macripark.
com]. Free.
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FRI, NOV. 21
ART, “BIRTH CULTURE”: Photographer 

Alice Proujansk’s documents the 
ways different cultures regard birth. 
Free. 10 am–6 pm. United Photo 
Industry [111 Front St. between 
Washington and Adams streets in 
DUMBO, (718) 215–9075], www.unit-
edphotoindustries.com. 

ART, “GRAFFITI”: Solo exhibition 
by Frank Morrison. Free. 2–7 pm. 
House of Art Gallery [408 Marcus 
Garvey Blvd. between Halsey and 
Macon streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (347) 663–8195], www.hoagal-
lery.com. 

MUSIC, “WAYFINDERS”: Holcombe 
Walker presents his theatrical song-
cycle, focused on the human explo-
ration of space, identity, and death. 
$20. 7:30 pm. BAM Fisher (321 Ash-
land Pl. between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, WILD ARROWS, LAVACHILD, 
TRUTHERS: $10 ($8). 8 pm. Cameo 
Gallery [93 N. Sixth St. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–1180], www.
cameony.net. 

MUSIC, BUGS IN THE DARK, 
HAYBABY: $8. 9 pm. Union Pool 
[484 Union Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

THEATER, “LA MEDEA”: A new dance-
musical adaptation of Euripides’ 
classic from Yara Travieso. $14 ($10 
advance). 7:30 pm. BRIC Arts Media 
House [647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 683–
5621], www.bricartsmedia.org. 

THEATER, “TRISTAN AND YSEULT”: 
Kneehigh Players present an adapta-
tion of the play. $30. 8 pm. St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [29 Jay St. between John 
and Plymouth streets in Dumbo, 
(718) 254–8779], www.stannsware-
house.org. 

THEATER, “IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA”: 
LoftOpera presents Gioachino Rossi-
ni’s “The Barber of Seville.” $30. 8 
pm. The Green Building [452 Union 
St. between Bond Street and the 
Gowanus Canal in Cobble Hill, (718) 
522–3363], www.loftopera.com. 

THEATER, “TAMBURLAINE”: Christo-
pher Marlowe play about a Scyth-
ian shepherd who becomes king. 
$55–$100. 7 pm. Theatre for a New 

Audience, Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center [262 Ashland Pl. between 
Fulton Street and Lafayette Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (212) 229–2819], 
www.tfana.org. 

NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE 
POWER OF A GIRL: An evening 
celebrating the power of girls, with 
a screening of short fi lm “Poder!” a 
panel discussion, and performances 
by youth poets. Free. 6 pm. Restora-
tion Plaza [1368 Fulton St. at Marcy 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6996], www.restorationplaza.
org. 

FILM, THE WILLIAMSBURG INDEPEN-
DENT FILM FESTIVAL: $13. 7 pm. 
Wythe Hotel [8 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 460–8000], www.
willfi lm.org. 

SAT, NOV. 22
ART, “CHARACTER FLAWS”: Anya 

Davidson exhibits 50 ink and marker 
character drawings of imaginary 
creatures and real people. Free. 1–6 
pm. Tomato House [301 Saratoga 
Ave. between Atlantic Pacifi c and 
Dean streets in Brownsville, (646) 
801–7783], www.tomatohouse.org. 

MUSIC, BLACK VIOLIN: $15. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College [2900 Cam-
pus Rd., between Amersfort Place 
and Kenilworth Place in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.brooklyncen-
teronline.org. 

MUSIC, Z&A, SNO MOON, DANIELLE 
CARDONA, HEARTBREAK: $10 
($8). 7 pm. Rock Shop [249 Fourth 
Ave. between Carroll and President 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 230–
5740], www.therockshopny.com. 

MUSIC, EREL PILO: 7:30 pm. Roots 
Cafe [639 Fifth Ave. at 18th Street in 
Park Slope, (615) 419–7877], www.
rootsbrooklyn.com. 

See 9 DAYS on page 15

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, NOV. 21
SPORTS, COACHES VS. CANCER 

CLASSIC: Basketball tournament 
featuring Duke, Stanford, Tem-
ple, and UNLV. $15–$81-50. 7 pm. 

SAT, NOV. 22
SPORTS, COACHES VS. CANCER 

CLASSIC: 7 pm. See Friday, 
Nov. 22.

MON, NOV. 24
SPORTS, PROGRESSIVE LEGENDS 

CLASSIC: Basketball tournament 
with Villanova, Michigan, VCU, 
and Oregon. $15–$500. 7 pm.

TUE, NOV. 25
SPORTS, PROGRESSIVE LEGENDS 

CLASSIC: 7:30 pm. See Monday, 
Nov. 24

FRI, NOV. 28
SPORTS, BARCLAYS CENTER 

CLASSIC: Basketball tournament 
featuring Virginia, Rutgers, Van-
derbilt, and La Salle. $35.50–
$250. 7 pm.

SAT, NOV. 29
SPORTS, BARCLAYS CENTER 

CLASSIC: 7 pm. See Friday, 
Nov. 28.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Spruce up the house for the holidays!
Interiors  Exteriors  Fences  Decks

Clean Outs  Specialty Effects  Handyman
Color Consultations  Quick & Reliable 

Residential & Commercial 

718.473.6587

Stroke 
of Style 
Painting

Serving 
Brooklyn & 

Staten Island 
Over 

20 Years

Duke-ing it out: Duke and Temple will face off at the 2014 
Coaches vs. Cancer Classic at Barclays Center Nov. 21 and 22.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 M
el

 E
va

ns

Best Certificate Yields
Looking for 

Best Depositors
Your Savings Federally Insured to $250,000**

13 Month CD

1.20%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

15 Month CD

1.50%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

1750 86th Street · Brooklyn, NY  11214 · 718-680-2121
1609 Avenue Z · Brooklyn, NY  11235 · 718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you 
make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce 
earnings.  Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000. For deposits $500 to $19,999 
the APY is 0.25% lower than above.  
**250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer 
Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.
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SATURDAY 12 -6 
SUNDAY  11-6
• Adults $12
• Seniors $11
• Students $6
• Brooklyn Museum 
  Members $6 
Children under 10 FREE

CASH ONLY AT THE DOOR

BROOKLYN MUSEUM
200 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11238

NOVEMBER 22 • 23
BROOKLYN MUSEUM

AMERICAN FINE 
CRAFT SHOW

BrooklynCraftShow.comBuy Tickets Online 

THIS 
WEEKEND!

Show Tickets Includes 
FULL MUSEUM ACCESS

Don’t Miss the KILLER HEELS Exhibit!

Contemporary
Juried Artists 
& Designers

90

Jeffrey P’an

THANKSGIVING 
Celebrate with us November 27, 2014

Exquisite Three-Course Prix Fixe Dinner
$38.95 Per Person   ($18.95 per child under 12)

Insalata Organica
(Organic Greens, Vinaigrette Dressing) 

Insalata di Pere 
(Mix greens, Pears, Walnuts, Gorgonzola cheese & 

balsamic dressing) 

Raschiatelli con Ragù di Vitello   
(Homemade pasta with veal ragu)  

Mozzarella Caprese  
(Mozzarella, roasted peppers, & tomato)  

Penne al Pomodoro e Basilico  
(Penne with fresh tomato & basil) 

Tortellini in Brodo  
(Tortellini stuffed with spinach & ricotta cooked in a 

light broth) 

Ravioli di Zucca  
(House made ravioli made with ricotta, pumpkin & 

Parmigiano cheese in a butter sage sauce) 

Zuppa di Zucca e Noce  
(Cream of Pumpkin Soup with fall spices, parsley, & 

Parmigiano reggiano topped with toasted pecans) 

Cocktail di Gamberi 
(Chilled shrimp cocktail … Additional $6.95)

Tacchino Tradizionale 
(Traditional roasted turkey with sweet potatoes, 

cranberry sauce, chestnut stuffing & giblet gravy) 

Salmone Al Forno 
(Broiled salmon topped with fresh herb & finished with 

lemon sauce) 

Vitello Al Marsala  
(Veal with mushrooms, asparagus, truffle oil, & 

marsala wine … Additional $6.95)  

Petto di Pollo con Carciofi 
(Chicken cutlet topped with Artichoke, Spinach, 

parmigiano sauce) 

Filetto di Sogliola Alla Provenzale  
(Filet of Sole topped with olive herb breadcrumb in a 

light tomato sauce)  

Bistecca 
(Grilled Sirloin Steak with wild mushrooms in white 

wine  sauce … Additional $7.00)

Strudel Di Mele  
(Apple strudel served with ice cream) 

Brownie Al Cioccolato  
(Warm chocolate brownie with nutella whipped cream 

and crumbled cookies and ice-cream) 

Tortino di Zucca Candita  
(Pumpkin Pie with whipped cream & nutmeg in  

espresso sauce) 

Classic Italian Cheesecake

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

CHOICE OF DESSERT  (Coffee & Tea with Dessert)

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE

All Entrees are served with chef’s choice of vegetable & potatoes

Espresso … Additional $1.50 

345 Court Street (at Union Street)

For reservations (718) 852-5015
Website: MarcoPoloRistorante.com

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

C all it a marshal art proj-
ect.

Cobble Hill photog-
rapher Brian Finke spent 
three-and-a-half years fol-
lowing members of the United 
States Marshals Service on 
the job, snapping photos of 
the law enforcement agency 
tasked with rounding up the 
country’s most dangerous fu-
gitives. Now the shutterbug 
is releasing his images as a 
book, titled “U.S. Marshals,” 
which he will launch at Pow-
erHouse Arena in Dumbo on 
Nov. 21. 

During the years he spent 
shooting on and off for the 
project, Finke had the oppor-
tunity to do ride-alongs with 
on-duty marshals as they lo-
cated fugitives, laid in wait, 
and ensared their marks. A 
lot of that time was spent sit-
ting in the back of a sports 
utility vehicle, he said, but 
after the waiting came mo-
ments of intense action, with 
Finke following right behind 
the marshals as they charged 

into danger, guns drawn.
“It was awesome,” said 

Finke. “It was real adrena-
line junkie stuff.”

Finke worked on the proj-
ect in between other freelance 
work, and had the chance to 
photograph marshals in cities 
across the country. In Los An-
geles, Finke said he witnessed 
marshals busting down a door 
to arrest a woman wanted for 
human trafficking. In Las Ve-
gas, he snapped away as mar-

shals rounded up wanted sex 
offenders. And in the border 
region around Brownsville, 
Texas, he tagged along as the 
marshals intercepted a pair 
of fugitive brothers hightail-
ing it to Mexico.

Finke has done several 
other projects with a tunnel 
vision focus on one industry. 
He has previously profiled 
flight attendants, construc-
tion workers, football players, 
and cheerleaders. “U.S. Mar-

shals” provided Finke with 
an opportunity for another 
singularly-focused project 
— this time with even more 
guns than his bodybuilder 
photo series.

“I like being very obses-
sive about one thing and ex-
hausting it over the period of 
a few years,” Finke said.

At the book launch, Finke 
will be joined by his pal Cam-
eron Welch, who is also a mar-
shal. It was through Welch 
that Finke first got the idea 
for his project.

“I had always wanted to 
do a story about how we en-
force ourselves as a coun-
try,” he said. “The marshals 
seemed pretty badass, just go-
ing out there and getting the 
bad guys.”

Law and recorder
Photographer captures U.S. Marshals

On the road again: Photographer Brian Finke.
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Brian Finke and “U.S. 
Marshals” at Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
between Water and Front 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049, www.power-
housearena.com]. Nov. 
21 at 7 pm. Free.

B O O KS
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By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

P owerPoint presentations 
usually drive people to 
drink, not the other way 

around.
A bunch of brainy lushes 

are picking up the pint glass 
and dropping some knowledge 
at an event called “TEDxxx: 
Ideas Worth Dreading” (that’s 
“xxx” like a jug of hooch, not a 
porno flick). The show, which 
will take place at Williamsburg 
bar Videology on Nov. 29, is a 
mash-up between the popular 
TED lecture series, where ex-
perts give brief talks on inter-
esting science and culture top-
ics, and the web series “Drunk 
History,” where historians get 
blasted and try to recount a his-
torical events. But the event’s 
creator said he wants to sidestep 
the inaccuracies that plague 
“Drunk History,” and hopes 
people will walk away from 
“TEDxxx” smarter than when 
they came in.

“It’s a mix of spectacle and 
actual ideas — I don’t think this 
would work if it wasn’t both 
of those things,” said writer, 
funny-man, and Bushwick-
ian Eric Thurm. “I hope peo-
ple will come out of it hav-
ing learned something — by 
accident.”

Liquored-up writers from 

the likes of Vice, Slate, and Je-
zebel will wax philosophical on 
tongue-in-cheek topics such as 
“Pigeon Culture: Empathy and 
Advocacy for NYC’s Most Im-
periled Community,” and “Get 
Off My D---: How Masculin-
ist Fashion Trends Like Health 
Goth and Athleisure are Pillag-
ing the Streets and Destroying 
America’s Youth.”

As with all good TED talks, 
the lecturers will be aided by 
public speakers’ second best 
friend (after booze) — Pow-
erPoint presentations. Cheesy 
spinning text effects and glit-
ter transitions are not only in-
herently funny, but the medium 
allows the speakers to insert a 
bunch of jokes into their pre-
sentations ahead of time — just 
in case they down a few too 
many pints to nail the actual 
delivery, Thurm said.

“They’re the most important 
thing I think — no matter what 
else happens, even if you’re not 
funny, the PowerPoint has built-
in jokes,” he said. 

“TEDxxx: Ideas Worth 
Dreading” at Videology 
[308 Bedford Ave, at S. 
First Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 782–3468, 
www.videology.info]. Nov. 
29 at 9:30 pm. Free.

TA L KS

By Colin Mixson
for The Brooklyn Paper

Y ou’ve spent winter on the Gowanus, 
now try summer in Chernobyl! 

Park Slope journalist, author, and 
self-proclaimed “pollution tourist” An-
drew Blackwell is slated to speak at the 

next edition of bar-based science lec-
ture series Empiricist League at Union 
Hall in Park Slope on Nov. 25. In his 
talk, Blackwell — whose latest book 
is titled “Visit Sunny Chernobyl: And 
Other Adventures in the World’s Most 
Polluted Places” — will recount his ad-
ventures travelling to the planet’s most 

notorious cesspools, ash heaps, and ir-
radiated exclusion zones, all while at-
tempting to convey the sunny-side of 
life in the dumps, he said.

“The idea for ‘Visit Sunny Cher-
nobyl’ was to lay out the story with 
irony and humor — it being a sort of 
joke about going to ruined places in 
an attempt to find them interesting 
and beautiful,” said Blackwell. “But 
I really drank my own Kool-Aid, and 
found it very easy, with a little hold-
ing my nose, to fall in love with these 
despoiled places.”

“Visit Sunny Chernobyl” begins near 
the site of the titular Ukrainian power 
plant, which the author described as 
the “gateway drug” of pollution tour-

What a trash talker
Park Sloper gives lecture on ‘pollution tourism’

“Empiricist League: Apocalypse” 
at Union Hall [702 Union St. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718)638–4400, www.
unionhallny.com] Nov. 25 at 8 pm. 
$10 ($8 advance).

TA L KS

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Erv’s on Beekman [2122 Beekman Pl. at Flatbush Avenue in Prospect Lef-
ferts Gardens, (718) 662-8813]. Open daily, 6 pm–1 am.

Slurred speeches!

Plas-TED: “TEDxxx”organizer Eric Thurm in front of a PowerPoint presenta-
tion posing perhaps the most important question of our time: “Turn Down 
for What?”
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At the coalface: Andrew Blackwell with a crew of coal mine workers in 
Shanxi province, China. See TRASH on page 15
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Writers to give booze-fueled TED-style talks
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MUSIC, RAYA BRASS BAND 
AND LA CUMBIAMBA 
ENEYE: $10. 8 pm. Little-
fi eld [622 Degraw St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

SUN, NOV. 23
THEATER, “A BRONX TALE”: 

Chazz Palminteri brings his 
one-man play to brooklyn 
for one night only. $30 - 
$40. 3 pm. Brooklyn Center 
for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd., between 
Amersfort Place and Ken-
ilworth Place in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

MORBID ANATOMY MU-
SEUM OPEN HOUSE AND 
PARTY: Activities include 
tours, short lectures, taxi-
dermy and hairwork dem-
onstrations, screenings by 
fi lmaker in residence Ronni 
Thomas, and an after-
party. Free. 11 am–10 pm. 
Morbid Anatomy Museum 
[424 Third Ave. at Seventh 
Street in Gowanus, (347) 
799–1017], www.morbidan-
atomymuseum.org.  

READING, MARK 
O’CONNELL: “Modern 
Brides & Modern Grooms” 
book launch and signing 
with the author. Free. 4–6 
pm. Wythe Hotel [8 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 460–8000], 
www.wythehotel.com. 

MON, NOV. 24
COMEDY, DIRTY HOE MON-

DAYS: Comedy open night. 
Comics are required to pur-
chase an item from the bar 
for seven minutes on stage. 
Free, one drink minimum. 
6:30pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

READING, JENNY VOL-
VOVSKI, JULIA ROTH-
MAN, MATT LAMOTHE: 
Launching their book “The 
Who, the What, and the 
When: 65 Artists Illustrate 
the Secret Sidekicks of His-
tory.” Free. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

FILM, “SHOCK WAVES”: 
Screening of the 1977 zom-
bie movie, with a Q&A with 
director Ken Wiederhorn. 
$16. 9:30 pm. Nitehawk Cin-
ema [136 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

TUES, NOV. 25
MUSIC, ROBERT RANDOLPH 

AND THE FAMILY BAND: 
With special guests. $15. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

READING, LANCE SCOTT 
WALKER AND PETER 
BESTE: The launch of 
“Houston Rap.” Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

MOVIE TRIVIA: Six rounds, 
including famous movie 
quotes, not so famous 
movie quotes, and Nicolas 
Cage quotes. Free. 8:30 
pm. Videology (308 Bed-
ford Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg), www.videol-
ogy.info. 

WED, NOV. 26
MUSIC, ROBERT RANDOLPH 

AND THE FAMILY BAND: 
With special guests. $15. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

MUSIC, THE KIN, SOPHIE 
AND THE BOM BOMS: 
$12–$15. 7:30 pm. Music 
Hall of Williamsburg [66 
N. Sixth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 486–5400], 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com. 

TRIVIATRYST: Teams of up to 
six people can win prizes of 
up to $50. Free. 8:30 pm. 
Rock Shop [249 Fourth Ave. 
between Carroll and Presi-
dent streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 230–5740], www.
therockshopny.com. 

THURS, NOV. 27
KEN SIEGLEMAN’S POETRY 

OUTREACH: Anthony Vigo-
rito hosts a night of poetry 
featuring guest poets each 
week. For teens and adults. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Barnes and 
Noble [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832–9066], www.
barnesandnoble.com. 

COMEDY, FREESTANDING 
STANDUP: Weekly comedy 
series with local talent and 
lots of hilarity. Free. 8 pm. 
Goodbye Blue Monday 
[1087 Broadway between 
Lawton and Dodworth 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 453–6343], www.
goodbye-blue-monday.
com. 

FRI, NOV. 28
COMEDY, LIVING ROOM 

SHOW: Featuring comics 
Lance Weiss, Nore Davis, 
and Kareem Green. Free. 

8 pm. Postmark Cafe (326 
Sixth St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope). 

MUSIC, RUNAWAY DORO-
THY: Free. 8:30 pm. Hill 
Country Barbecue [345 
Adams St. at Willoughby 

Street, (718) 885–4608], 
www.hillcountrybk.com. 

MUSIC, AKIM FUNK BUD-
DHA’S HIP-HOP HOLIDAY: 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

SAT, NOV. 29
MUSIC, MORIA, AIR FOR 

ANTS, PLEISTOCENE, 
BETHLEHEM STEEL: $8. 8 
pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand 
St. at Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

COMEDY, ANDY KINDLER — 
LIVE AND IMPERSONAL: 
$12 ($10 advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 12

Bandit prince of Persia: John Douglas Thompson 
stars in the title role of Theatre for a New Audience’s 
production of ”Tamburlaine.”
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ism. The residual radioac-
tivity within the roughly 
1,000-square miles of the 
Chernobyl Exclusion Zone 
is still at dangerous levels, 
but the evacuation that oc-
curred following the disas-
ter left a void that was filled 
virtually overnight by foli-
age and wild beasts, trans-
forming one of the most pol-
luted places on Earth into 
an unlikely nature preserve, 
Blackwell said.

“It’s a good place to get in 
touch with how nature and 
pollution coexist and in-
teract with each other,” he 
said. “It demonstrates how 

a place can be horribly pol-
luted and compromised, but 
really beautiful in a wild and 
natural way.”

In his further travels of 
the world’s septic systems, 
Blackwell transitioned from 
exploring the relationship 
between nature and pollu-
tion, to discovering the way 
mankind has learned to live 
amongst the filth. In New 
Delhi, India, Blackwell vis-
ited the Yamuna River, which 
pollution has reduced to a 
veritable sewage line. 

“There are some people 
who are going to be grossed 
out when they cross over the 
Gowanus Canal,” he said. 
“I’ve met people whose job 
is to wade through the river in 
New Delhi, which is almost 
entirely sewage water, and 

drag their hands through the 
muck, hoping to find some 
salvage they can sell.”

But regardless of whether 
you are sailing through the 
Great Pacific garbage patch 
or shopping in Kings Plaza, 
we all have a relationship with 
pollution, and recognizing that 
is a good way to start challeng-
ing it, Blackwell said.

“I believe in all the com-
mon sense things of having 
a less wasteful and a less-
toxic society, but I think 
those things would come 
about a little more easily if 
we were sharing our pollu-
tion equitably,” he said. “In 
China, so much of their man-
ufacturing is tied in with our 
own economy, going there is 
like a family visit with your 
own pollution.”

TRASH...
Continued from page 14

Model Homes Open Daily 10-5

Arverne By The Sea

Arverne By The Sea

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

Final Phase
Two-family Homes
90% SOLD OUT!

Final Phase
Two-family Homes
90% SOLD OUT!

• •• • BeBeBeBeBeacaacacachfhfhffhfrorororoontntntntnt L LLLLivivivivvininnii gggg
•• ReReReRentntnntntalall I IIIIIncncnnccomomomommeeee
• • • RoRoRoofofoftototooop p p p pp TeTeTeTerrrrrracacaca eseses
• • • • 202020202 -y-y-y-yyeaeaeae r rr rr tatatattax x x ababbababatatatatememememenenenenttteee eee eee
• •• DeDeDeDeD sisisisiigngngngnerererer U UU Upgpgpgpgrararaadededed s*s*s**** * 
•• •• GrGrGrGrG ananananitititite e e e & & & & & StStStStStaiaiaiaiinlnlnlnlesesesesssss ss s KiKiKiKitctctctct heheheheeensnsnsnsnsns**********rrrrananananititititeeee &&&& aiaiaiinlnlnlnln eeee KiKiKiKiK hehhehennnnnnnn *******
• • • •• • FFFrFFrFreeeeeeeeeee MM M M M Memememememembebebbebeb rsrsrsrsrshihihihihip p pp p totototo Y  YYMCMMCMCMCMCA*A*A**A********

• Beachfront Living 
• Rental Income
• Rooftop Terraces
• 20-year tax abatement
• Designer Upgrades** 
• Granite & Stainless Kitchens**
• Free Membership to YMCA***

$599,000 to $1.2M*

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin 
Beechwood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY.  *Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.  **Select owners 
units include granite & stainless kitchens/designer upgrades.  ***Free 1 year YMCA membership with home purchase.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOCCCCCCCCCCCEEEEAAAAANNNFFRRRRROOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNTTTTTTT 
TTTTTWWWWOOO-FAMIILLY HHOMMEESS

OCEANFRONT 
TWO-FAMILY HOMES

UNCLESTEVESNY.COM

Introducing Steve Schirripa’s organic tomato sauce
made with tomatoes from Italy in three delicious

flavors: Marinara, Tomato Basil and zesty Arrabiata.
Avaiable at fine retailers.  For a complete list of stores,

recipes and online orders visit unclestevesny.com.

Steve Schirripa of “The Sopranos”presents:Steve Schirripa of “The Sopranos”presents:

NEW!

Don’t leave New York without it!
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

nynurses @nynurseswww.nysna.org

THIS THANKSGIVING

WE’RE THANKFUL 
for Nurses

Across the city nurses are working night and day to care for all 
New Yorkers. Whether it’s the flu, a natural disaster, or Ebola, we 
know that nurses will be there to provide care for all in need.

 
That’s why we’re taking a moment to thank nurses for the 

incredible care they provide.
 

Have you benefited from the care of a nurse? 

THANK A NURSE TODAY. 
Go to Thankful4Nurses.org to tell us your story.

Get the help you need to pay 
heating bills this winter.

You may qualify for help paying your home heating costs –  

even if you rent. The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) offers 

grants on a first-come, first-served basis to those who truly need help. 

For more information, please call NYC Human Resources 

Administration at 1-800-692-0557.

Visit us at www.nationalgrid.com and connect with us on

If you are not eligible for HEAP, National Grid can help with other  

ways to manage your bills. 

Visit www.nationalgrid.com or call 1-718-643-4050.

the incubator’s Nov. 11 grand 
opening included three-di-
mensionally printed crys-
tal jewelry and origami rub-
ber.

Mads Hansen’s company 
Trex:Labs evolved out of 
research to create a super-
strong material that retains 
its shape. He settled on ori-
gami rubber, which he makes 
by injecting liquid rubber 
into a three-dimensionally 
printed mold. The resulting 
material can be pulled and 
stretched and still keeps its 
folds. Hansen has made a few 
items this way, including a 
purse and a computer bag, 
but he is angling for a big-
ger, better product — made 
by someone else.

“I am hoping to find some-
one who has a very impor-
tant use for this material,” 
he said.

Each business pays be-
tween $350 and $600 a month 
for a berth. The facility in-
cludes work spaces, a produc-
tion area with large automatic 
knitting machines, laser cut-
ters, three-dimensional print-
ers, a meeting room, and an 
exhibition area.

Tenants also get daily con-
sultations from a staff of ex-
perienced designers. A big bo-

nus of the whole arrangement 
is the feeling of camaraderie, 
a tenant said.

“It is so inspiring to be a 
part of a community of de-
signers who are all working 
on so many great projects,” 
said Caroline Kaufman, who 
is trying to create a line of 
clothing and hats and get them 
into boutiques. “We all help 
each other and learn from 
each other.”

Unlike many business in-
cubators, the Brooklyn Fash-
ion and Design Accelerator 
does not ask its members for 
a percentage of their profits. 
Instead, it lets them put all 
their income back into their 
enterprises.

“We can help a business 
go from $30,000 to $300,000, 
making them slightly larger 
small businesses,” Johnson 
said. “We want these busi-
nesses to have a chance at 
success.”

The incubator has a small 
retail space in front that is 
set to open soon with regu-
lar hours. 

Brooklyn Fashion and De-
sign Accelerator [630 Flush-
ing Ave. between Tomp-
kins and Throop avenues 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 7th 
Floor, www.brooklynaccel-
erator.com].

Continued from page 1

DESIGN...
Mads Hansen demonstrates his origami rubber.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

The owner of a tony Grand 
Army Plaza old folks home 
who has spent the past eight 
months trying to evict his el-
derly tenants isn’t doing it fast 
enough, according to a law-
suit by the real estate investors 
who want to buy the building 
for $76 million.

Family members of pa-
tients at Prospect Park Res-
idence have fought the clo-
sure since it was announced 
in March, with one allied pol 
saying that it is part of a rush 
to remove the old-timers to 
cash in on the prime real es-
tate. The newly revealed court 
documents, which show that 
the sale was agreed upon in 
January, appear to show he 
was right.

In the months since the 
move to evict the oldsters be-
gan, their relatives have sued 
and a judge has temporarily 
blocked the closure, but only 
eight remain and their kin now 
charge that owner Haysha De-
itsch is diminishing services 
to drive out the holdouts.

Word of the soured prop-
erty sale came as a surprise 
to the embattled relatives of 
current and just-departed 
tenants.

“This shows how much dis-
dain and total lack of respect 
they have for the residents,” 
said Andrew Kessler, who 
moved his 92-year-old grand-
mother to another assisted liv-
ing facility in Brooklyn sev-
eral weeks ago. “They have 
done irreparable harm.”

The agreement to sell 1 
Prospect Park West, a block-
long property that overlooks 
Grand Army Plaza and Pros-
pect Park, was made more 
than a month before direc-
tor David Pomerantz’s March 
7 announcement that the 125 
residents had 90 days to high-
tail it out of there. Pomerantz 
claimed financial woes due 
to tax increases.

Deitsch bought the prop-
erty in 2006 for $40 million, 
meaning he will nearly dou-
ble his money if the sale goes 
through.

Sugar Hill Capital, a Man-
hattan investment firm, inked 

the agreement with Deitsch 
on Jan. 27, saying it would 
fork over $76.5 million on the 
condition that Deitsch clear 
out the special-needs facility, 
specially tailored for demen-
tia patients, that takes up the 
fourth floor, and that the De-
partment of Health approve 
a closure plan. The agency 
signed off on the plan in early 
March, but resident advocates 
charge that government bean 
counters rubber-stamped the 
document without an appro-
priate review.

Court orders are now stav-
ing off eviction for the elderly 
people who are left, which 
puts a wrench in Deitsch’s 
sale, and which prompted 
Sugar Hill to take him to 
court.

In legal documents, De-
itsch insists he did every-
thing he was supposed to in 
order to remove the seniors, 
and tries to set Aug. 1 as the 
deal’s closing date. But Sugar 
Hill balked and Deitsch, ap-
parently afraid that the sale 
was sunk, tried to argue he 
should be able to pocket its 

Prospect Park Residence was to sell for 
$76 million, but residents are in the way

$7.65-million deposit. Law-
yers for the would-be buyer, 
meanwhile, are trying to ex-
pedite the removal of the pa-
tients and seeking unspecified 
monetary damage for what 
they describe as a bad-faith 
deal with an unrealistic va-
cancy date. A longtime foe of 
Deitsch’s said the landlord is 
jammed up because he is try-
ing to have it all.

“Deitsch wants to wriggle 
out of the agreement, keep the 
$7 million deposit, and turn 
around and negotiate a sale 
with another buyer,” said John 
O’Hara, an attorney who is 
litigating a separate wrong-
ful-death suit against Deitsch 
over the demise of Judge John 
Phillips at Prospect Park Res-
idence.

At a Nov. 12 court hear-
ing, a lawyer for Sugar Hill 
expressed concern for the ten-
ants duking it out with De-
itsch.

“We do not see these peo-

ple as statistics,” said Joshua 
Siegel at a Nov. 12 court hear-
ing. “We are very concerned 
with the allegations against 
the facility’s operator.”

But Deitsch’s lawyer said 
that Siegel was just paying lip 
service to the old people he 
wants out, and that the fami-
lies’ lawsuits are lying in their 
portrayal of Deitsch as a das-
tardly landlord.

“If you believe everything 
in the Berger complaint, you 
know the purchasers knew my 
clients are terrible people,” said 
attorney Stuart Blander.

Lawyers for both parties 
declined to comment on the 
bombshell litigation and sev-
eral requests for comment at 
Sugar Hill Capital Partners 
went unanswered.

Deitsch is currently facing 
contempt of court charges for 
allegedly flouting a court or-
der that requires him to con-
tinue providing services to the 
remaining patients.

Lawsuit: Seniors not 
evicted fast enough

Hannah Eskin, seated, one of eight remaining resi-
dents at Prospect Park Residence, with daughter 
Arlene Glotzer, left, and Barbara Brown, an aide.
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*Consumers in New York City who enrolled via the NY State of 
Health Marketplace October 15, 2013 to April 15, 2014.

“More New Yorkers choose MetroPlus 
than any other health plan!*”l

Learn about no-cost or low-cost health insurance options available 
through the NY State of Health Marketplace. 

Depending upon your income, you may pay little or nothing for your coverage! Learn if you 
and your family qualify – and how to choose the health insurance plan that’s right for you.

For detailed location information and to RSVP, please call: 
1.866.303.9629 or visit us at metroplus.org

MKT 14.33

Woodhull Hospital
761 Broadway

3rd Floor Auditorium
Tuesday, November 25
2:00P.M. - 4:00P.M.

Kings County Hospital
451 Clarkson Avenue

E Building Lobby
Wednesday, November 26

6:00P.M. - 8:00P.M.

Coney Island Hospital
2601 Ocean Parkway

2nd Floor Auditorium
Thursday, December 4
5:00P.M. - 8:00P.M.

Now through Feb. 15 is your chance to enroll in a NY State of Health Marketplace plan.

Find out why at a free seminar.
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If you think it’s impossible to  your home,

THINK AGAIN!
Even if you were turned down before, you may now qualify

for the 
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EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The 
information, products and services contained in this advertisement are believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to 
extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all 
products, and/or programs, or incentives are available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply. New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New 
York, New York, 10004  Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 11/19/2014 *Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

If the new loan is secured by your primary residence and the unpaid principal balance exceeds the property’s fair market value, the interest on the portion of the unpaid principal balance that is greater than the fair market value 
of your primary residence is not deductible for federal income tax purposes. You should consult a tax advisor for further information regarding the deductibility of interest and charges.

Contact  Robert Peck - Mortgage Consultant 
at 212.850.4738 to learn more. NMLS#859221

By Zach Williams
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s hairiest road-
way for cyclists needs more 
signs, longer pedestrian cross-
ing times, a two-way bike 
path, and a shelter area for 
pedestrians caught in the mid-
dle of Tillary Street, according 
to road-safety activists.

Jay Street, which readers 
of this paper  voted as hav-
ing the scariest bike lane in 
Brooklyn in 2012,  is still a 
mess, despite a recent re-
paving and subsequent new 
paint job, the car-critic group 
Transportation Alternatives 
charges. The 17-block thor-
oughfare was the site of 75 
crashes this year, city re-
cords show, and the group 
is now pushing for an over-
haul that it says will make 
the street safer. Somebody 
certainly needs to do some-
thing to address the chaos, 

the administrator of a local 
community board said.

“Pretty much everybody 
who uses Jay Street is guilty 
of one infraction or another,” 
said Community Board 2 dis-
trict manager Robert Perris. 
“Anything that can bring order 
to Jay Street would most likely 
be welcome to all users.”

The two single-direction 
bike lanes on either side of 
the street should be combined 
into a single bike highway in 
the center, and parking should 
be expanded for cyclists and 
taken away from drivers, per 
the Transportation Alterna-
tives report, released late last 
month. Centralizing the bike 
lanes, and creating a new 
dedicated bus lane, would 
cut down on buses crossing 
cyclists’ paths, which now 
happens constantly. Also, 
to make the street safe for 
the office workers, students, 

Jay-maker
Road-safety group wants 
overhaul of disaster street

and residents con-
stantly crossing 
it, red lights need 
to last longer, and 
there needs to be 
more of a pedes-
trian island in the 
middle of busy Til-
lary Street instead 
of the thin concrete strip that 
is currently there, the advo-
cates say.

Dramatically changing the 
layout of streets such as Jay 
Street and Atlantic Avenue is 
something that has to happen 
if Mayor DeBlasio’s Vision 
Zero push to reduce traffic 
deaths to zero by 2024 is go-
ing to succeed, an organizer 
with the group said.

“If we are going to talk 
about making our neighbor-
hood and communities safer, 

we have to push for a com-
plete redesign of the most 
dangerous streets,” Luke 
Ohlson said.

Changing the physical 
landscape only goes so far 
on a street plagued by dou-
ble-parking, jaywalking, reck-
less cycling, and illegal U-
turns, and, the report says, 
the overhaul must be accom-
panied by ramped-up traffic 
and parking enforcement to 
be effective.

The recommendations 

came out of a series of 
 brainstorming sessions  and 
group strolls along problem 
streets.

“It’s been a painstaking 
process, but it definitely feels 
like momentum is building in 
many quarters,” said Eric Mc-
Clure, a Transportation Al-
ternatives volunteer and long-
time road-safety activist.

The next step is convincing 
the Department of Transpor-
tation to take a look at a Jay 
Street redesign. The agency 
did not respond to comment 
requests.

Borough President Ad-
ams’s office said he hasn’t had 
a chance to figure out how he 
feels about the report’s rec-
ommendations.

Jay Street got  its current 
bike lanes in 2008 .

A rendering shows the two-way bike path Transportation Alternatives wants to 
run down the Brooklyn Bridge side of Jay Street, then down the center starting 
outside of City Tech. Also visible is the expanded pedestrian island the group 
wants in the middle of Tillary Street.
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MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

A hit-and-run driver struck 
and killed a man on Flatbush 
Avenue Extension at DeKalb 
Avenue on Monday night, ac-
cording to police.

Officers found 34-year-old 
Latchman Singh unconscious 
in the crosswalk of the busy 
intersection between Junior’s 

Restaurant, Long Island Uni-
versity, and Applebee’s at 7:47 
pm, cops said. Emergency 
medical personnel took the 
Queens man to Kings County 
Hospital Center, where a doc-
tor pronounced him dead on 
arrival, police said.

The driver fled the scene 
and an investigation is ongo-
ing, officials said.

Deadly hit-and-run

Apparent blood stains where a hit-and-run driver 
struck and killed a man on Monday night still sullied 
the crosswalk on Tuesday.
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Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s 
largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in 
Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

the map,” he said. “It is em-
powering.”

The project is still in its in-
fancy, and Heimbinder is an-
gling for $235,000 of  the Big 
Oil court settlement stemming 
from the Greenpoint oil spill 
that was three times the size of 

Continued from page 1

AIR...

Greenpoint air pollution is having a moment thanks to one environmental activist’s attempt to  deputize 
his neighbors as walking weather balloons . With talk of toxic stuff in the air, we figured we would turn back 
the clock to bring you the highlights of the biggest and weirdest instances of smog, smaze, and fumes the 
world has ever gotten a whiff of.   — Nathan Tempey

Scene Date Pollution Upshot  

Pompeii, Rome Ancient Roman times The air becomes pollution New metaphor for total, 
instantaneous destruction

English Parliament March 4, 1607 Sir Henry Ludlow rips a fart 
during a session of the House 
of Commons

Countless works of literature 
are inspired, including a one-
act play by Mark Twain

England The Industrial 
Revolution

Soot from factories kills light-
colored lichen on trees, walls 

The peppered moth, originally 
white, turns black to blend in, 
proving Darwin’s theory

Akron, Ohio December, 1940 Thousands of tons of tires 
catch fire at the Lowenthal 
Rubber Plant

Planes diverted

Cuyahoga River, 
Ohio

June 22, 1969 Oil slick on Cleveland’s big 
river goes up in flames

Gowanus Canal neighbors get 
example of why things aren’t 
so bad

Mount Saint Helens, 
Washington

May 18, 1980 Volcano’s eruption sends a 
mushroom cloud of ash thou-
sands of feet up

57 people die, a new ecosys-
tem is born

Beijing, China Summer, 2008 The Chinese government idles 
hundreds of factories to clear 
the air ahead of the Olympics

Olympics end, smog returns

Los Angeles, 
California

All days ending in “y” Los Angelenos breathe smog Game show “The Price is 
Right” popularizes the term 
“California emissions”

Great moments in air pollution

the Exxon Valdez disaster . The 
corporate money in the  Green-
point Community Environmen-
tal Fund  is entering its third 
round of disbursements, which 
are voted on by locals. 

If the project gets funded, 
Heimbinder hopes to recruit 
about 240 volunteers. The goal 
of getting so many people in-
volved is to build support for 
clearing the air in the neigh-
borhood that is home to the 

Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way, waste-transfer facilities, 
and Newtown Creek. 

“It will make them more 
willing to push for policies 
that will clean up air in Green-
point,” he said.

Heimbinder has already re-
cruited a few helpers to head 
up the project if he does raise 
the money. 

“It will be inspiring to be 
able to take some of those issues 

on a smaller scale and under-
stand them better,” said Willis 
Elkins, Newtown Creek Alli-
ance project manager. 

Another neighborhood ac-
tivist is also excited about the 
project. 

“This hands-on version 
will help will public aware-
ness of the issue,” said Jenny 
Romer, who lives in Green-
point. “It will be a conversa-
tion starter.”

Photo by Ellen Dunn
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

An incubator grows in — 
wait for it — another, larger 
incubator.

Brooklyn Research is a re-
search lab and shared work-
space that opened two years 
ago in the former Pfizer build-
ing on Flushing Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. A trio of 
New York University alumni 
started the project inside the 
big arts and technology com-
plex in hopes of bringing to-
gether a community of small-
scale manufacturers.

“Everyone needs space,” 
said Johnny Lu, one of the 
founders. “We just wanted to 
do something a little more for-
mal and collaborative.”

The space includes three-
dimensional printers, a laser 
cutter, an embroidery machine, 
and a full wood shop, along 
with an array of smaller tools 
and electronics. Members pay 
$300 per month for a desk in 
the space or $200 per month for 
access to the equipment. The 
fees go towards rent, which 
runs around $5,000, and to-
wards new equipment that the 
members help to pick out, the 
managers said.

“We try to be fairly commu-
nal about it,” said Ezer Longi-
nus, another of the founders.

Projects in progress at 
Brooklyn Research vary 
dramatically. The member-
ship includes software de-
velopers, installation artists, 
commercial designers, and 
instrument makers. Each of 
them had to apply for space 
by describing his or her proj-
ects. The friends at the helm 
choose tenants more for the 
ingenuity of their ideas than 
their money-making potential, 
Longinus said.

“It’s not product-driven, but 
we want to have a fairly diverse 
mix. We want a lot of cross-
pollination,” he said.

Artist Matt Rader has been 

Pfi zer’s growth industry: Startups
Old pharmaceutical building home to make-it-yourself entrepreneurs

Eye on technology and 
innovation in Brooklyn

working out of Brooklyn Re-
search for around a year. His 
current passion project is called 
“Dubstep Dinosaurs,” an in-
teractive, three-dimensional 
video of dancing, humanoid 
dinosaurs. Rader hopes the ho-
lographic reptiles can serve as 
a proof of concept for an in-
teractive movie that is built 
on a platform usually used for 
video games.

“I’m super excited about the 
possibilities,” he said.

The space is a good place to 
work, Rader said, especially 
because it gets him out of the 
house.

“We have four cats at home. 
You can’t get anything done,” 
he said.

Other creations in progress 
include a toy that can be con-
trolled by a cellphone, three-
dimensionally printed jewelry, 
and a planning tool for soft-
ware designers.

Lu, Longinus, and their 

partner Alex Dodge initially 
had a single room in the Pfizer 
building. At the time the com-
plex had more vacant space, 
and nine months after mov-
ing in, they began expanding. 
Now the facility includes three 
separate group office spaces, 
a conference room, a kitchen, 
and the wood shop. The rest of 
the building has really filled 
in, too, Longinus said.

“There’s a good sense of 
community between the differ-
ent businesses in the building,” 
he said. “We have pretty good 
relationships with our neigh-
bors and we can help each other 
out sometimes.”

The trio also performs con-
sulting work for corporate cli-
ents. Lu said it is what keeps 
the group afloat.

“We need to have the profit 
arm to make the other side 
work,” he said.

For instance, the team made 
a display for fitted-cap jugger-

naut New Era that measured a 
person’s head size with a la-
ser at the 2012 Super Bowl. 
The contract jobs help the crew 
learn new skills and master dif-
ferent technologies, Lu said.

“Working through their ri-
diculous problems, we come 
across all sorts of things that 
we can use for other pur-
poses,” he said.

Techno Files
This week Borough Presi-

dent Adams launched a pilot 
program for a textbook-free 
classroom in three Brook-
lyn schools. A partnership 
between the Beep’s office 
and digital education com-
pany Copia Interactive 
will bring the system to two 
schools in Williamsburg and 
one in Brownsville.

• • •
Mayor DeBlasio unveiled 

a citywide program that is 
supposed to replace pub-

lic pay phones with tech sta-
tions. The new program,  called 
LinkNYC , aims to bring free 
wireless internet to large swaths 
of the city and is being built at 
no cost to taxpayers by a team 
of communications, advertis-
ing, and hardware companies 
going by the name CityBridge, 
according to the Mayor’s Of-
fice. The system is supposed to 
be financed by advertising and 
offer free phone calls, a touch 
screen display to access city 
services, and cellphone charg-
ing stations.

• • •
Center for an Urban 

Future, a research group, 
 honored Dumbo craft giant 
Etsy at its annual gala this 
week . The think tank cred-
its the company with helping 
thousands of Brooklyn art-
ists sell their work, and points 
out that there are more Etsy 
sellers in New York than yel-
low cabs.

• • •
New York University 

Polytechnic School of En-
gineering dean Katepalli 
Sreenivasan appeared at a 
panel discussion about tech-
nology this week hosted by the 
magazine City and State. He 
 talked about how the school 
system can better prepare kids 
and young adults for careers 
in technology . 

Brooklyn Research co-founder Ezer Longinus holds a controller his team built 
for an interactive art piece.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Pols are pouring $140 mil-
lion of taxpayer money into 
fixing up a building at the 
Navy Yard.

The funds, set aside by 
Mayor DeBlasio, Coun-
cil members, and Borough 
President Adams, are sup-
posed to go towards reno-
vating a former warehouse 
and Navy office to allow for 
more companies to move into 
the office, studio, and manu-
facturing park that honchos 
say has been booked solid for 
the past decade.

“This place is hot as can be,” 
DeBlasio said at a press con-
ference announcing the fund-
ing on Monday. “And any space 
that’s created here will be filled 
— that’s the reality. There’s a 
huge demand to be here.”

The space is sorely needed 
for companies that are already 
located in the Navy Yard and 
are looking to expand, as well 
as new companies that are on 
a waiting list to get into the 
city-owned compound, its 
head said.

“Today, we literally have 

Money docks
Cash for Navy Yard fi x-up

not a single square foot to 
lease at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard, and we have not been 
able to keep up with demands 
of our existing tenants as 
they’ve wanted to expand 
and grow their employment,” 
Navy Yard president David 
Ehrenberg said.

Navy Yard management 
has been planning the rede-
velopment of the structure, 
called Building 77, since 2010. 
But the original rehab plans 
would only have covered the 
top few floors, leaving the rest 

as warehouse space. The cash 
infusion allowed Yard plan-
ners to expand the project to 
include the whole building, 
according to pols.

During World War II, the 
Navy Yard employed 70,000 
people. Now, 330 companies 
rent space in the facility, em-
ploying 7,000, according to 

the Navy Yard.
The mayor and Navy Yard 

brass say the new project will 
bring 3,000 more workers 
through the gates when it 
opens in 2016.

DeBlasio stressed that 
many of the jobs supplied 
by Navy Yard companies 
are “good-paying” and pro-
vide benefits.

“Our vision is about the 
growth of our economy, the 
creation of jobs, the creation 
specifically of jobs that are 
high-quality jobs — good 
wages, good benefits, the kind 
of jobs that can sustain fami-
lies,” he said. “And that’s what 
you find here at the Brook-
lyn Navy Yard.”

It was not immediately 
clear what “good-paying” 
means.

Mayor DeBlasio announced added funding for a 
project his office says will bring 3,000 new jobs to 
the Navy Yard.
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I ’ve had mornings, espe-
cially as a younger bird, 
when I woke up on the 

wrong side of the nest after 
wetting my beak around town, 
unsure of where I am or how 
I flew there. Head pounding. 
Moaning. Hunting for half-
finished Gatorade bottles 
and pieces of 
banana. Recon-
structing a jum-
ble of half-mem-
ories. Wondering 
what happened to 
that good-looking 
hen from the af-
ter-hours spot.

But the worst of that mess 
doesn’t compare to what our 
Nets must have felt on the 
flight back from Portland 
this weekend. The play-
ers went out West for three 
games that could have proved 
them as legitimate contend-
ers this season, and came 
back with egg on their faces 
(That’s a metaphor, but I do 
know some fellow fowl who 
might be tempted). They blew 
a 19-point lead in Phoenix, 
gave up 66 points in the first 
half to Golden State, and shot 
1–19 from three-point range 
in Portland.

It was no easy trip on my 
bum wing, but I made the re-
turn flight to Brooklyn, stop-
ping only to sleep at an old 
pal’s pad in Chicago, and man-

aged to get back to Barclays 
on Monday. No sooner had the 
ball been tipped than I regret-
ted cutting my West Coast va-
cation short. Our boys stum-
bled through an ugly loss to 
the Heat, a team they beat four 
times during the regular sea-
son last year, back when the 

Miami was home to a guy 
named LeBron James.

But I could see this train-
wreck coming before Brook-
lyn even set foot on the left 
coast. I’m talking about Joe 
Johnson’s comments after 
the Nets’ Nov. 9 win over 
Orlando, which at the time 
gave the team at a tidy 4–2 
record.

“I just think guys kind 
of exhaust their options and 
then when there’s nothing else 
for them, then they’ll pass it 
when they have to,” Joe re-
portedly said. “For the most 
part, we’ve been very self-
ish. Four and two, I mean, it’s 
pretty good, but I wouldn’t 
say it’s where we want to be 
right now against teams that 
aren’t playoff teams.”

West Coast bests Nets
Brooklyn’s strong start went up in smoke on the road

Flagrant
Fowl

with Crummy the Pigeon

Hold up. First of all, Joe, 
the Nets won the game that 
prompted those comments. No 
need to harsh everyone’s mel-
low. Yes, the Nets had yet to 
beat a team with a winning 
record, so tempering any ex-
citement over those early vic-
tories wasn’t a bad idea. But 
if the thought process was, as 
a veteran, that you wanted to 
hold your teammates’ egos in 
check, you could have kept 
that drama in-house. I’m as-
suming you were targeting 
Brook Lopez, as the Big Lug 
has a tendency to slow down 
the offense — why not talk 
it out like human men over a 
beer at Freddy’s?

Secondly: Joe Johnson is 
accusing people of not pass-
ing the ball enough? The man 
known as “Iso Joe” for his 
love of handling the ball in 
isolation from the rest of the 
team, before launching jump-
ers? Is this some sort of joke 
that doesn’t translate to us 
winged folk?

It’s true that in the first half 
of the Phoenix game the Nets 
squad moved the ball better 
and played one of its best of-
fensive halves of the year. But 
when things took a turn for 
the worse, “Iso Joe” was in 
rare form, dribbling around 
while everyone looked on 
before chucking up shots. If 
Joe is going to talk the talk, 
he needs to do the pigeon. If 
not, I’ll continue to squawk 
the squawk.

Now if you’ll excuse me, I 
need to spill my drink on Ja-
son Kidd. Speaking of which, 
spare a buck for a beer?

Neither Chris Bosh, left, nor Joe Johnson made out 
well in this exchange, but Bosh’s Heat embarassed 
the Nets at home on Monday.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 K
at

hy
 W

ill
en

s

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s official: Forest City 
Ratner and its Swedish con-
tractor are divorced.

The developer has bought 
out Skanska at the Navy Yard 
factory where the two compa-
nies had made pieces for the 
modular B2 tower, the first res-
idential building of the mega-
development formerly known 

as Atlantic Yards. Work on 
the 32-story building at Flat-
bush Avenue and Dean Street 
 halted at 10 stories  when Skan-
ska furloughed the factory’s 
157 workers and sued For-
est City, claiming problems 
with its Lego-like design are 
responsible for $50 million in 
cost overruns, which Forest 
City blames on Skanska. 

In court documents, ex-
ecutives at the Swedish con-

Ratner buys out partner 
at modular-tower factory

Breakup news

struction giant  allege that the 
completed tower might leak . 
Forest City denied the claims 
and filed a counter-suit, say-
ing Skanska isn’t living up to 
its contract.

The two had created a joint 

company to oversee work at the 
Navy Yard facility. The buyout 
price was not disclosed.

A Forest City spokesman 
said the company will try to 
rehire out-of-work factory 
staffers and reboot produc-

tion soon. 
The deal does not appear to 

involve the majority owner of 
the rest of the planned mega-
development at Flatbush and 
Atlantic avenues, the Chi-
nese-government-owned 
Greenland. 

Greenland bought a 70-per-
cent stake in all of the pro-
posed 16-building complex 
except for B2 and the Bar-
clays Center.

The court battle over the 
cost overruns is ongoing, but 
since Skanska terminated its 
construction contract the law-
suit should not hold up work 
at B2.

Greenland and Forest City 
have asked people to start re-
ferring to the project as “Pa-
cific Park.”

The seasons have changed since this photo was 
shot, but B2 still looks the same.
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What I love about 
having older kids 
are the really in-

teresting topics of conversa-
tion that start from out of no-
where while walking down 
the street.

Like the one me and Os-
car had the other day as we 
walked back to school from 
the doctor.

“How come if boobs are just 
big blobs of fat, they’re so in-
teresting?” he asked. 

I don’t skip a beat, as I have 
thought about this a lot. 

“Because we are animals, 
and our instincts from the be-
ginning are to turn to boobs for 
sustenance, for milk,” I said. 
“It’s a natural desire.”

It’s funny that my son 
brought this up when he did  
— just before my editor re-
ported to me that my most pop-
ular column ever is  the one 
where I wrote about how my 
boys loved my boobs . 

Apparently, it is a popular 
topic. In a much-read story 

on Huffington Post aptly ti-
tled “ Breasts: The real reason 
men love them ,” Larry Young 
and Brian Alexander explain 
it better than I did. 

“Fascination with breasts,” 
they say, “is an unconscious 
evolutionary drive prompting 
us to activate powerful bond-
ing circuits that help create a 
loving, nurturing bond.”

It starts with infants, whose 
suckling stimulates oxytocin 
and dopamine to get a mother 
focused and forging a bond 
with the baby, they say. Then 
that same bonding circuitry 
gets replicated later with lov-
ers.

I like that my son is think-

ing about this stuff, ques-
tioning and delving into the 
backstory behind desire. It is 
a lifelong quest, really, fig-
uring what drives us to feel 
the things we feel, sexually 
or emotionally, understand-
ing that we are sometimes just 
pawns in a game carefully or-
chestrated without our input. 
It helps to understand human 
instincts, though clearly it is 
important to learn that those 
instincts must be mitigated 
somewhat to live in polite 
society. 

Sexuality is hard to explain, 
and as my boys get closer and 
closer to the point of exploring 
this question on their own, I 

am forced to think about it. 
Hmmm. Sexuality. I re-

member dreams of kissing 
a boy in the third grade, I 
remember spin the bottle in 
sixth, I remember my first kiss 
after school in my room in 
seventh, then moving fur-
ther along in the back of a 
car in eighth, further still in 
ninth. I waited until college 
to go all the way, mostly be-
cause I reasoned it was hard 
to go back once you’d gone 
there, and the one person I 
was close enough to do it in 
high school with was an ex-
change student who I knew 
was headed home to Sweden 
forever.

But my desire and need for 
bonding, physically speaking, 
has been a constant since my 
early days, as I imagine it is 
for most everyone, including 
my boys. 

How then to advise 
them? 

I hear tales from friends 
now of their children’s first 

kisses, and even likely first in-
tercourse, and I want to cheer. I 
applaud the ability to forge in-
timate bonds (keeping proper 
safety precautions in mind) 
because it is hard, always, 
from the first time right on 
through marriage, to do in-
timacy well. A lot is at play 
with the desire and ability to 
intertwine with another hu-
man being and to allow one’s 
self to get lost slightly in the 
very natural but often very 
scary world of sex.

It is like a drug, a rush of 
dopamine that is as addictive 
as any of the most illegal sub-
stances. Although I didn’t say 
it to him yet, my still-innocent 
11-year-old, the boobs are just 
the beginning. Care needs to 
be taken with who one chooses 
as a partner for this grand ex-
periment, and how, but it is a 
positive thing, a natural thing, 
to seek the pleasure of another 
person’s body. 

And that will always be 
my mantra. 

Boys with boobs on the brain
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

Taylor Swift as New York 
City’s “Global Welcome Am-
bassador?” Fuggedaboutit!

Brooklyn native and au-
thentic New Yorker Paul 
Bomba was so dismayed by 
the idea of a white-bread pop 
singer from rural Pennsylva-
nia representing his city to the 
world that the actor-producer 
created a series of videos lam-
pooning the tourism bureau’s 
recently  released clips of Swift 
explaining the Big Apple to 
wide-eyed denizens of fly-
over territory. 

“The bottom line is, I want 
people to experience New 
York for what New York is, not 
some hyper-sanitized version 
of what some tourism board 
deems to be the appropriate 
perspective on the city,” said 
Bomba, who grew up in Gra-
vesend and now lives in Bor-

Very Swift satire
Parody videos welcome you to Noo Yawk

York City and watching a 
Taylor Swift video, you’re 
probably not going to go 
somewhere where there’s a 
bodega,” he said.

Days after the city dubbed 
Swift the day tripper’s diplo-
mat, Bomba snapped up the 
“ globalambassador.nyc ” do-
main and got a friend to de-
sign a snarky copy of the city’s 
tourism site to host the par-
odies.

Bomba conscripted two 
friends, comedians Brianne 
Berkson of Manhattan and 
Tommy Ray of Queens, to act 
in the video with him.

“They’re both tried-and-
true New Yorkers,” Bomba 
said. “They loved the idea and 
signed up without even read-
ing the script.”

The videos outline their 
bodega position, explain 

that there is no such thing 
as a “cheese slice,” and warn 
that asking for ranch dress-
ing on your pizza may get you 
slapped.

The filmmaker plans to 
keep the gag going and aims 
to release more videos on sub-
jects such as subway etiquette, 
which natives and newcom-
ers alike could benefit from, 
he said.

And if you’re wonder-
ing whether “Paulie” re-
ally sounds like he does in 
the video, it’s all an act. But 
it’s also an homage to his old 
neighborhood.

“I’m a classically trained ac-
tor, and I’ve done tremendous 
amount of work to deal with 
my accent, but it’s always fun 
to fall back into what I hear 
on Avenue U,” he said.

Brooklyn actor and producer Paul “Paulie” Bomba created a parody of a recent 
tourism video by “New York Global Ambassador” Taylor Swift, aiming to set 
the record straight about his city.

ough Park.
The irony of Swift trying 

to explain a bodega from the 
roof of her Tribeca penthouse 
was not lost on Bomba, who 
insists that a corner store is 
really only called a bodega in 
a Latino neighborhood — a 
nuance the Tay Sway set will 
never even pick up on.

“If you’re visiting New 
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THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY FOR PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE TIER 1 DRAFT

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE CROSS HARBOR FREIGHT PROGRAM
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey (PANYNJ) have prepared a Tier I Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) to evaluate alternatives to improve the movement of goods in the region by enhancing the transportation of freight across
New York Harbor. The Cross Harbor Freight Program (CHFP) would provide near-term and long-term improvements to the regional freight network by
reducing truck traffic congestion, improving air quality, and providing economic benefits.  

The DEIS was prepared in compliance with applicable federal environmental laws, rules, and regulations, including Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act (1966), and Executive Order 12898, “Federal Actions to
Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations,” among others, and identifies permits or approvals that may be
required for the implementation of the Build Alternatives identified therein.

AVAILABILITY: The DEIS is now available on the project’s website at www.crossharborstudy.com. Printed or electronic copies are also available at
the following viewing locations during normal business hours:  

MANHATTAN (NEW YORK, NY)
Manhattan Borough President Gale A. Brewer
Municipal Building, 1 Centre Street, 19th Floor, New York, NY 10007
New York Metropolitan Transportation Council
25 Beaver Street, Suite 201, New York, NY 10004
New York Public Library - Mid-Manhattan Library
455 Fifth Avenue (at 40th Street), New York, NY 10016
New York Public Library - Science, Industry, and Business Library
188 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016
Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
225 Park Avenue South, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10003
BRONX, NY
Bronx Borough  President Ruben Diaz Jr.
Borough Hall, 851 Grand Concourse, 3rd Floor, Bronx, NY 10451
New York Public Library- Hunts Point
877 Southern Boulevard (at Tiffany Street), Bronx, NY 10459
New York Public Library - Mott Haven
321 East 140th Street (at Alexander Avenue), Bronx, NY 10454
New York Public Library - Soundview
660 Soundview Avenue (at Seward Avenue), Bronx, NY 10473
BROOKLYN, NY
Brooklyn Borough President  Eric L. Adams
209 Joralemon Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Brooklyn Public Library - Central Library
10 Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11238
Brooklyn Public Library - Bay Ridge
7223 Ridge Blvd at 73rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209
Brooklyn Public Library - Borough Park
1265 43rd Street at 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
Brooklyn Public Library - Flatlands
2065 Flatlands Avenue at Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY 11234
Brooklyn Public Library - Kensington
4207 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11218
Brooklyn Public Library - Kings Highway
2115 Ocean Avenue (nr. Kings Highway), Brooklyn, NY 11229
Brooklyn Public Library - Leonard
81 Devoe Street at Leonard Street, Brooklyn, NY 11211
Brooklyn Public Library - Mapleton
1702 60th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11204
Brooklyn Public Library - McKinley Park
6802 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 68th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11219
Brooklyn Public Library - Midwood
975 East 16th Street at Avenue J, Brooklyn, NY 11230
Brooklyn Public Library - New Lots
665 New Lots Avenue at Barbey Street, Brooklyn, NY 11207
Brooklyn Public Library - Paerdegat
850 E. 59th Street at Paerdegat Avenue South, Brooklyn, NY 11234
Brooklyn Public Library - Ryder
5902 23rd Avenue (between 23rd Avenue at 59th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11204
Brooklyn Public Library - Sunset Park 
5108 4th Avenue at 51st Street, Brooklyn, NY 11220
QUEENS, NY
Queens Borough  President Melinda Katz
Borough Hall, 120-55 Queens Boulevard, Kew Gardens, NY 11424

Queens Public Library - Central Library
89-11 Merrick Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11432
Queens Public Library - Astoria
14-01 Astoria Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11102
Queens Public Library - Court Square
25-01 Jackson Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Queens Public Library - Glendale
78-60 73 Place, Glendale, NY 11385
Queens Public Library - Maspeth
69-70 Grand Avenue, Maspeth, NY 11378
Queens Public Library - Middle Village
72-31 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, NY 11379
Queens Public Library - Ridgewood
20-12 Madison Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385
Queens Public Library - Sunnyside
43-06 Greenpoint Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11104
Queens Public Library - Woodside
54-22 Skillman Avenue, Woodside, NY 11377
STATEN ISLAND, NY
Staten Island Borough President James S. Oddo
Borough Hall, 10 Richmond Terrace, Staten Island, NY 10301
New York Public Library - St. George Library Center
5 Central Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10301
LONG ISLAND
Nassau County Planning Commission
1194 Prospect Avenue, Westbury, NY 11590
Suffolk County Clerk
310 Center Drive, Riverhead, NY 11901
NEW JERSEY
North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority
One Newark Center, 17th Floor, Newark, NJ 07102
City of Bayonne City Clerk
630 Avenue C, Bayonne, NJ 07002
City of Jersey City City Clerk
280 Grove Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302
City of Newark City Clerk
920 Broad Street, Room 309, Newark, NJ 07102
City of Elizabeth City Clerk
50 Winfield Scott Plaza, Elizabeth, NJ 07201
Essex County Clerk
Hall of Records, 465 Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, Room 247
Newark, NJ 07101
Union County Clerk
Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07207
Hudson County Economic Development Corporation
830 Bergen Avenue, Jersey City, NJ 07306
Newark Public Library
5 Washington Street, Newark, NJ 07101
Jersey City Free Public Library - Main Library 
472 Jersey Avenue, Jersey City, NJ 07305
Jersey City Free Public Library - Greenville Branch
1841 Kennedy Boulevard, Jersey City, NJ 07305
Jersey City Free Public Library - Five Corners
678 Newark Avenue, Jersey City, NJ 07306

COMMENTS: Written comments on the Tier 1 DEIS should be provided on or before 5:00PM, February 27, 2015. Public hearings are scheduled to
occur in late January and early February 2015 in Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, and Long Island in New York; and Newark and Jersey City in New
Jersey. For further details, please reference the CHFP Web site at: www.crossharborstudy.com

Comments or additional information on the Tier 1 DEIS can be submitted in multiple ways: 
Mailed directly to Cross Harbor Freight Program, c/o InGroup, Inc. P.O. Box 206, Midland Park, NJ 07432; submitted electronically through the
crossharborstudy.com Web site; submitted electronically via email to crossharborstudy@ingroupinc.com with “ Tier 1 DEIS Comment” in the Subject
line; or provided orally or in writing at the in-person public hearing(s). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Mark D. Hoffer, Director, New Port InitiativesPort Commerce Department, Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey, 225 Park Avenue South, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10003, Telephone: 212-435-7276, Fax: 212-435-4201

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A Williamsburg preschool is 
in danger of closing because its 
landlord is selling the school-
house to a developer.

The city told Bushwick 
United it needs to leave its 
Manhattan Avenue preschool 
building at Meserole Street by 
the end of the year, according to 
the school. The facility houses 
a Head Start Program serving 
106 children. Bushwick United 
spokeswoman Marilyn Acosta 
said the city told her the new 
owner plans to tear the place 
down and build luxury hous-
ing on the spot.

“They are letting people 
build condos and forget about 
the children,” said Bushwick 
United spokeswoman Mari-
lyn Acosta. “It is really frus-
trating and we do not know 
what to do.”

Bushwick United, an edu-
cation and social services pro-
vider, runs eight other preschool 
facilities in Williamsburg and 
Bushwick. There is some extra 
basement space in its building 
at 600 Hart St., but not enough 
to accommodate 106 kids and 
18 teachers, Acosta said. That 
location is also far away from 
many of the poor families who 
rely on workers at the Man-
hattan Avenue space for help 

Bulldozers in Bushwick
Preschool: We’re being evicted for condos

navigating services such as 
food stamps. 

The announcement last 
week came the same day that 
Mayor DeBlasio touted meet-
ing his goal of 53,000 students 
enrolled in his signature uni-
versal prekindergarten pro-
gram. The city said it is look-
ing for a new facility for the 
Williamsburg preschool.  

“The Administration for 
Children’s Services is actively 
working with City Hall, local 
elected officials, and other city 
agencies to resolve the question 
of where the children served at 
this location will continue to re-
ceive early care and education 

services,” spokesman Chris-
topher McKniff said. 

McKniff declined to dis-
cuss whether or how the city 
negotiated with the landlord, 
or if it had received an evic-
tion notice.

Bushwick United is not the 
only preschool in Williams-
burg that is threatened by de-
velopment. The Small World 
preschool on Ainslie Street 
has been operating under a 
dark cloud since the building 
was sold last year. The build-
ing’s occupants originally re-
ceived an eviction notice last 
year, but the ouster has been 
tied up in court since. 

Bushwick United staff member Catherine Laboy 
plans to fight to keep the preschool open.
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Surprising, but true. Now there’s a different kind of health insurance company. One where real people called CareConnectors give 
you VIP treatment every step of the way. They answer the phones, can make doctors’ appointments for you (on your schedule)  
and help out with billing so you can just focus on getting well and staying that way. Still skeptical?

See for yourself. Call toll-free 855-558-5959. GetCareConnect.com

Real people answer the phone at  
a health insurance company? Yeah.  
When 8-tracks make a comeback.
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