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became friends when they were col-
lege-aged and moved to Brooklyn in 
2008. Here they worked on home-brew-
ing projects together and, within a few 
months of starting, beer expert Josh 
Bernstein included them on his home-
brew tour, touting their skills as pro-
fessional-level.

Buoyed by the praise, they decided 
in 2013 to turn their love of suds into a 
Bushwick-branded business. The pro-
cess proved to not be nearly as straight-
forward as they had hoped.

“Our business plan changed so many 
times and we spent so many hours por-
ing over government regulations and li-
censing,” said Thompson. “But people 
do not care about that. They just want 
to know if your beer is good.”

If Brooklyn’s flagship brand is any 
indication, turning a passion for home-
brew into a major company can be done 
— and without brewing all or even 
most of one’s product in the borough. 
Brooklyn Brewery has now established 
a global presence as an instantly rec-
ognizable piece of Kings County cool, 
but  almost two thirds of its beer is still 
made upstate .

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Does anybody know a party plan-
ner?

The city must do something to ensure 
the dignitaries and party people attend-
ing the Democratic National Conven-
tion at the Barclays Center don’t turn 
the neighborhood into a nightmare out 
of a Republican attack ad, residents de-
manded this week. The massive presi-
dential-candidate-anointing party would 
come on top of nearly a decade of con-
struction work at the mega-development 
formerly known as Atlantic Yards, fre-
quent film shoots, and big events at the 
arena. The traffic, street closures, and 
crowds are just too much, a spokesman 
for a newly formed coalition of com-
munity groups said.

“This is just too much piling on,” 
said Wayne Bailey, a Prospect Heights 
resident and member of the Barclays 
Center Impact Zone Alliance. “People 
in the neighborhood have always been 
the ones at risk, and then we have to 
scramble and try to do something af-
ter the fact. We don’t want to do that 
this time.”

Mayor DeBlasio and other Brooklyn 
boosters have been pushing to bring the 
convention to the borough, and it is now a 
finalist alongside the deeply inferior cit-
ies of  Philadelphia  and  Columbus, Ohio . 
Bailey says his group is not against host-
ing the shindig, but that members want 
it to be carefully controlled — which, 
if the city’s handling of Atlantic Yards 
is any indication, it won’t be.

“The group has great concern about 
the ability of New York City to host 
the DNC smoothly given the long his-
tory of poor coordination of city and 

state agencies providing oversight over 
the operation of the arena and the con-
struction of the project,” the organiza-
tion wrote in a statement.

In addition to clogging area streets, 
the residents worry the convention will 
actually hurt area businesses by restrict-
ing access to people who would regu-

larly frequent them. That prediction runs 
counter to the city’s claim that  the con-
vention will bring in millions .

“It’s a relative fantasy to think people 
are just going to be meandering around 
the area during the convention,” Bailey 
said. “It’s just not going to happen.”

The group wants DeBlasio to appoint 

a convention coordinator immediately 
in consultation with Atlantic Yards co-
developer Forest City Ratner, as well as 
local pols and community boards. City 
Hall has agreed to do so, but wants to 
wait until Kings County clinches the 
hosting honors.

“We will name a community liaison 

when selected as the host city,” DeBla-
sio spokeswoman Marti Adams said. 
“We’ll continue to engage with com-
munity members as we work together 
to build a convention that will bring 
maximum benefit to the city as well 
as the Democratic Party.”

Among the fixes the neighbors want to 

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Return to sender! 
Plans to move Boerum Hill’s 

post office seven blocks from its 
Atlantic Avenue location to nearby 
Dean Street have been sacked be-
cause the new location is in the 
wrong zip code, and residents are 
wondering how the agency that 
claims it delivers could make such 
a mistake.

“How the post office of all peo-

ple, as one of their first tests, did 
not plug this address into their 
own website is a mystery to me,” 
said Community Board 2 District 
Manager Rob Perris about the so-
called “Times Plaza” station. 

The present office at 542 At-
lantic Ave. between Third and 
Fourth avenues is moving because 
its lease has expired, according 
to a spokeswoman for the U.S. 
Postal Service. 

The move-out date was sup-

posed to be at the end of 2014, but 
the landlord gave the agency an 
extension in order to have time 
to find a new location and make 
a smooth transition, the repre-
sentative said.

The agency announced in Au-
gust that it would set up shop at 
594 Dean St. in Prospect Heights, 
about a 10-minute walk from the 
current spot. 

But the office now appears to 
be moving to Park Slope, accord-

ing to a letter sent to Borough 
President Adams in December 
which said the agency had cho-
sen a building at 288-290 Flat-
bush Ave. between Park and Pros-
pect places. 

An agency representative said 
that building, which once housed 
a Chase Bank branch, is the likely 
choice, but the lease hasn’t been 
signed.

“This is still an active review 
of options that will serve the com-

Zip slip dashes postal plan
B’Hill post offi ce cancels move to building in wrong zip code munity in a smart, cost-effective 

way,” said Connie Chirichello. 
The foul-up is the latest mis-

hap for a location that has  long 
received complaints from pa-
trons  for its abysmal customer 
service. 

Perris said he hopes the move 
to a new building will be a change 
for the better.

“The new building is contem-
porary, with lots of windows, so 
it looks like it could be at least 
physically a better location than 
the one on Atlantic Avenue,” he 
said.

Plans to move the Boerum Hill post office to Dean Street 
have been scratched — because the new location was in 
the wrong zip code.
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CALL THE PARTY POLICE!
Barclays Center neighbors want city to tamp down traffi c, crowds, if Dem convention comes

see are re-routing traffic away from the 
arena, and compensating businesses for 
losses. And while they’re asking for things, 
they want the city to place a moratorium 
on film shoots in the neighborhood.

The bottom line is that the people 
pushing for the event don’t have to deal 
with the hassle of waking up to it.

“It’s easy for any organization to say 
they want it. But not all of these people 
live here,” Bailey said. “The impacted 
community wants to speak for itself.”

Not all locals are so skeptical.
About six dozen businesses, from 

the neighborhood and beyond, signed 
onto a letter of support on Jan. 23, tell-
ing Congresswoman Debbie Wasser-
man Schultz, Democratic committee 
chairwoman, that they want to bring 
the convention here.

Francine Stephens, who owns Fran-
ny’s and Bklyn Larder, both on Flatbush 
Avenue, said she does see an uptick in 
business during big events, such as dur-
ing the Video Music Awards.

“That night was very good for us,” 
Stephens said. “The people who would 
normally be attracted to my businesses, 
there were just more of them.”

She does acknowledge that during 
many events at Barclays people tend to 
go straight to the arena and then straight 
home. She said the mayor’s office will 
have to come up with a plan to encour-
age convention-goers to explore the area 
around the Rust Bowl if local businesses 
are going to benefit.

“If there’s no specific effort made, peo-
ple will stay in Manhattan, take cars to 
the convention, and leave,” Stephens said. 
“That’s what will happen if there’s no 
plan in place to steer people to the neigh-
borhoods.

Members of the group of Prospect Heights residents that is demanding that Mayor DeBlasio come up with a plan to limit the impact of bring-
ing the Democratic National Convention to Brooklyn.
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Snow kidding
A family braves the blustery wind on Prospect Avenue on Monday 
afternoon as the storm starts to pick up steam. State officials great-
ly overestimated 2015’s first significant snowfall, closing the road, 
train, and subway systems in an attempt to preempt the effects of 
what turned out to be four-to-six inches of snow in most Brooklyn 
neighborhoods. Survey the aftermath on page 2.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn has a new brewery, only, 
like Brooklyn Brewery in its early days, 
it is not making beer anywhere near 
Kings County.

The new beer company Braven has 
released its first flavor, an India pale 
ale, after two years of planning, mar-
keting, and  fund-raising . The company 
says it wants to help return Bushwick to 
its  heyday as a brewing capital  — and 
advertises itself as “located in the his-
toric Bushwick neighborhood of Brook-
lyn” — but for the foreseeable future 
the product is being brewed in rented 
vats upstate in Saratoga Springs. The 
trailblazing Brooklyn Brewery started 
brewing in Utica, New York in 1983 
and didn’t open its Williamsburg out-
post until 1996. 

Despite Braven’s credibility gap, one 
of its founders said the first sips of the 
first kegs of beer are oh-so sweet.

“It has taken us a long time, but it 
is so worth it to us,” Marshall Thomp-
son said. “When you have a passion, 
you have to go for it.”

The first variety is called Braven 
White, and by the end of the year the 
brewers hope to roll out a black pale 
ale and a pilsner. To come up with the 
recipes, Thompson and his partner Eric 
Feldman pored over articles and reci-
pes about how beers were made back 
in the early 20th century in Bushwick, 
Thompson said.

“We have got enough technical in-

Brooklyn beer, minus the Brooklyn
‘Bushwick’ company hails fi rst ale, now just needs a brewery in the boro

Marshall Thompson, left, and Eric Feldman, co-founders of Braven 
Brewing Company, enjoy their newly released Braven White beer at 
a launch party in mid-January.
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formation, so we 
want to try to bring 
that back,” he ex-
plained. 

But f inding 
space to open the first brewery in Bush-
wick in a half-century has, predictably 
in today’s overheated real estate mar-
ket, been tough.

“We are look-
ing at a place to-
morrow, but it is 
not the first place 
we have looked at 

and it probably will not be the last,” 
said Thompson. 

Thompson and Feldman, from Penn-
sylvania and Long Island, respectively, 

HOW DOES IT TASTE?
SEE PAGE 2

Branding
Brooklyn
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 Palm
 Tarrot
 Crystal
 Readings

Call for appointment or just stop by at 
578 Fifth Avenue, Park Slope

929–726–7921

R E A DI NG S  B Y

GABRIELA

Get 
The Answers 

You Need 
Today!

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV/A
V/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS 

ARE YOU POSITIVE (+)? 
IDS HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV
/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS. 

HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV/AID
DS HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV

People living with HIV/AIDS 
are protected by the New 
York State Human Rights Law.  
Discrimination based on your 
HIV status is against the law.  
Take action. Contact the New 
York State Division of Human 
Rights. 1-888-392-3644 
or WWW.DHR.NY.GOV.

This advertisement is funded by the New York State Department of Health, AIDS institute.

By Zach Williams
for The Brooklyn Paper

Pols want the reopened 
Kings Theatre to make Flat-
bush a destination on par with 
Manhattan’s most opulent cul-
tural attractions, but a local 
business leader fears that 
would drive out mom-and-
pop shops.

The former picture palace 
opened to the public for the 
first time on Jan. 23, ending 
two years of painstaking res-
toration work that restored it 
to its grandiose original look, 
and repurposed it as a 3,000-
seat performance venue. Pols 
on hand for the ribbon-cutting 
said that crowds coming to see 
acts such as Diana Ross and 
the Moscow Ballet will put 
the theater’s stretch of Flat-
bush Avenue between Tilden 
Avenue and Duryea Place on 
the map in a big way.

“This will be the new Lin-
coln Center of Brooklyn,” 
Flatbush Assemblywoman 
Rodneyse Bichotte said.

Borough President Adams 

Rising tide 
in Flatbush
Kings Theatre reopening 
sparks gentrifi cation fear

The Kings Theatre is open for the first time in nearly forty years, but some worry it will speed gentrification.
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concurred, saying that “a cul-
tural revival of central Brook-
lyn” will take place around the 
theater, where currently dis-
count-clothing stores, national 
chain stores, and fast-food res-
taurants dominate.

But the new attention 
could potentially triple com-
mercial rents, which would 
be bad news for small-busi-
ness owners, according to the 
head of the Flatbush Develop-
ment Corporation. The gen-
trification could spill over 
into residential real estate, 
too, she said.

“You have to sit back and 
hesitate a little bit and think 
about the long-term resi-
dents who are lower-income 
and have rent-stabilized hous-
ing,” the Corporation’s execu-
tive director Robin Redmond 
said. “What’s going to hap-
pen to them?”

The head of the theater 
did not directly respond to 
whether the venue could trig-
ger a rent spike, but said that 
the theater will bring more 

shoppers to local businesses, 
and that management wants 
nothing but good things for 
the area.

“We’re committed to en-
suring the Theatre’s return 
has a positive impact on Flat-
bush,” said Matthew Wolf, ex-
ecutive director, in the state-
ment.

Most of the rest of the talk at 
the opening was optimistic.

Speakers at the ceremony 
remarked on how more than 
100 jobs at the theater can em-
ploy young people in a space 
where their parents and grand-
parents recall milestones such 
as first dates and high school 
graduations. 

The new roof, shining wal-
nut walls, sparkling chande-
liers, and adherence to the the-
ater’s original, ornate French 

Renaissance Revival details 
impressed members of Com-
munity Board 14 as they took 
in the interior of what had 
been a neighborhood eyesore 
for nearly four decades.

“I can’t believe they did it all 
in two years,” said board mem-
ber Dawn Walker. “People from 
the community are ecstatic, es-
pecially people my age.”

The restoration ran $95 mil-

lion with taxpayers footing half 
of the bill. The rest was picked 
up by Kings Theatre Redevel-
opment Company — a consor-
tium of Ace Theatrical Group, 
Goldman Sachs Urban Invest-
ment Group, and the National 
Development Council. 

The theater will host a 
sold-out Diana Ross concert 
on Feb. 3 and a free open house 
on Feb. 7.

Ghost trains
Cuomo defends subway 
closure as blizzard fi zzles

mally run at night. Through 
the early morning, Twitter us-
ers and locals reported seeing 
passenger trains plying city 
tracks, including several F 
trains on the Culver Viaduct, 
running between Park Slope 
and Carroll Gardens.

The transit agency’s head 
acknowledged the ghost trains, 
but said they don’t mean the 
system could have been op-
erational for public use dur-

ing the storm.
“There’s a difference be-

tween running what we call 
an equipment train and ones 
with passenger service,” said 
Authority chairman Tom Pren-
dergast, who joined Cuomo at 
the Tuesday morning briefing. 
“We run them irregularly to 
keep the lines clear.”

Cuomo said the problem of 
whether to bar passengers from 
the system is less cut-and-dry 

(Above) The Smith-Ninth Street station was open for business on Tuesday 
morning following an overnight closure of the subway system. (Left) In a press 
conference on Tuesday, Gov. Cuomo stood by his decision to close roads and 
public transit on Monday night.
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(Left) A rider makes his way over the Brooklyn 
Bridge on Monday evening. (Above) The snow may 
not have been crippling like public officials predict-
ed, but it was enough to turn Prospect Park into a 
winter wonderland for cross-country skiers.
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than critics claim.
“What is underground and 

what is exposed to the ele-
ments is a very precise sci-
ence,” he said.

Prendergast added that 
preparing a special schedule 
to restrict service on outdoor 
tracks while running under-
ground trains is “tough.” He 
also cited the December 2010 
snowstorm that stranded doz-
ens of trains and hundreds 
of buses around the city as 
proof the stoppage was the 
right thing to do.

The statement was an about-
face from the afternoon prior, 
when Prendergast said that a 
stoppage of underground ser-
vice wouldn’t make sense be-

cause snowstorms don’t affect 
tunnel-bound trains.

“I don’t believe so, because 
there’d be no reason — because 
we’ll be able to run trains,” 
Prendergast said. “It’s an es-
sential service for people who 
must get around, including our 
own employees.”

The transit agency’s snow 
response plan outlines ser-
vice reductions and emer-
gency train-car positioning 
to continue operating through 
heavy storms, according to 
 WNYC .

Cuomo has halted train 
service for major storms be-
fore, including during hurri-
canes Irene and Sandy, when 
track flooding was a risk.

It took Braven Brewing Company two years and some serious fund-raising to bottle its first beer, a light India pale ale called 
Braven White (see story on page 1). So how does it taste? The thirsty staff of The Brooklyn paper took a break from report-
ing the day’s news to swirl the beer around on our sophisticated palates and brew up some hard-hitting hops criticism. 

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

On Tuesday morning Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo defended his 
decision to suspend subway 
service overnight on Monday, 
in the wake of revelations that 
the trains ran empty all night, 
and charges that the move ran 
against common sense.

The storm that meteorolo-
gists predicted would dump 
two-to-three feet of snow on 
Brooklyn wound up leaving 
just more than five and a half 
inches on the borough, but 
subway service was not re-
stored until around noon, and 
many Brooklynites opted to 
stay home, leaving stores 
closed and subway platforms 
sparsely populated. Cuomo 
said his call to keep passen-
gers out of the city’s train sys-
tem for the first time ever dur-
ing a snowstorm came out of 
an abundance of caution.

“My attitude is if there’s 
a lean one way or another, if 
you will, lean toward safety,” 
he said. “I’ve seen the con-
sequences the other way, and 
it gets very frightening very 
quickly.”

The statement followed an 
 exclusive Brooklyn Paper re-
port  in which Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority in-
siders slammed the governor 
for catching emergency transit 
managers off guard with his 
announcement of the closure 
late Monday afternoon, say-
ing that the stoppage stranded 
New Yorkers unnecessarily 
because the trains had to 
run all night to help keep 
the tracks clear.

Mayor DeBlasio, too, 
learned of the closure plan 
at the last minute.

“We found out just as it was 
being announced,” he told re-
porters on Tuesday.

Our Monday night report 
of trains traveling empty city-
wide was borne out by data 
and witness accounts. Around 
midnight, the NYC Subway 
Time app for Android showed 
train activity in both direc-
tions on all lines that nor-

Testing the new ‘Bushwick’ beer

Noah Hurowitz: It’s a bit 
like your uncle’s home-
brew. The biggest draw-
back is the bitter finish.

Danielle Furfaro: It is 
nothing too unique. 
Which is probably what 
they are going for. 

Nathan Tempey: I try to 
avoid white beers, but 
this is pretty palatable 
to me.

Vanessa Ogle: It is better 
than the coffee beer we 
tried back in October. 
(Vanessa hates beer.)

Ruth Brown: It would 
be good for sitting on 
a porch and it would be 
good with spicy food.
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718.472.1999 www.hospiceny.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITES

COMMUNITY HOSPICE NURSES (RN)
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS (LMSW, LCSW)

Bilingual English/Spanish; English/Mandarin; English/Cantonese.
 Reliable automobile & valid driver’s license are preferred.

Competitive compensation and benefits package.
Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE
judith.gayle@hospiceny.com or Fax: 718.784.1413

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES

Come Make a Difference 
New training groups each month!

Patient Care Volunteers: Support patients and their loved ones in your community
Bereavement Volunteers: Support families who have lost a loved one

Administrative Voluteers: Assist personnel in our Long Island City office

NASSAU & QUEENS
Contact Angela Purpura

angela.purpura@hospiceny.com
or 516.222.1211

MANHATTAN, THE BRONX
& BROOKLYN

Contact Sandra Nielsen
 sandra.nielsen@hospiceny.com or 

718.472.1999

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES
Free bereavement support services for adults who have

had a loss (Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The subway musician who 
police arrested for singing on 
a Williamsburg subway plat-
form — just after an officer 
read him a law saying what he 
was doing was legal —  is su-
ing the city, claiming wrong-
ful arrest. 

 In a confrontation caught 
on video last October , Offi-
cer Michael Franco arrested 
busker Andrew Kalleen while 
he was playing Pink Floyd 
and Neil Young songs on the 
Church-Avenue-bound plat-
form of the G train at the Met-
ropolitan Avenue station, even 
though Kalleen explained how 
what he was doing was per-
fectly legal according to the 
rules of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority. 

He even had the officer 
read the law stating that his 
strumming was allowed, but 
was eventually taken away by 
Franco and two other officers, 
to the jeers of subway riders 

Busker on a mission
W’burg musician to sue city for ‘wrongful arrest’

Officers arrested musician Andrew Kalleen last year 
for playing his guitar on the G platform of the Met-
ropolitan stop. Kalleen claims that cops pick on bus-
kers to meet their quotas.
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awaiting the next train. He 
spent five hours in jail.

“The officer did not take care 
to handle this properly,” Kalleen 
said. “When he was faced with 
reading the law aloud, he should 
have changed his stance, but 
he chose not to.”

Kalleen has been to court 
four times so far. Twice he 
said he was told that the court 
did not have his paperwork. 
The other two times, he at-
tempted to get a disposition, 
but was told he would have to 
get another court date first, 
he said. The process has left 
him frustrated with the court 
system as well. 

“I have been pretty disap-
pointed to see that a lack of 
integrity extends beyond the 
street,” he said. 

Kalleen and lawyer Paul 
Hale say they will file the 
wrongful arrest lawsuit by 
the end of the month.  

The city wouldn’t comment 
on the suit, saying that it would 
review it after it is filed.

R
umor has it that when 
snowstorms hit the five 
boroughs every winter, 

my fine-feathered friends fly 
the coop down to West Palm 
Beach and sit Dumpster-side, 
sipping on mai tais, tricking 
the elderly into giving them 
far-too-generous portions of 
leftovers. That notion is for 
the birds.  

If you know anything about 
pigeons, and I trust that my 
readers do, you know there’s 
no way we’re schlepping all the 
way to Florida just to avoid a 
little dusting.  I got everything 
I need right here. 

Well, except basketball.  
If we pigeons aren’t mak-

ing the trek out of town at 
the slightest hint of winter 
weather, there’s no reason the 
local basketball club shouldn’t 
show the same respect. What, 
all of a sudden Adam Silver 
is Mike Woods? Let’s play 
ball, boys!  

Bad twins and bad weather

from the Cavaliers, the broken-
handed Lopez said the world 
wouldn’t soon forget what he 
would do to the Cavs’ canine 
hype beast. Not surprisingly, 
Moondog sonned Lopez.

Speaking of stepping up, the 
Nets will now need someone 
to fill in for Mirza Teletovic.  
The Big Bosnian is out for the 
season due to blood clots in his 
lungs. All the birds in the raf-
ters are wishing Mirza a speedy 
recovery. Look for Cory Jef-
ferson and Jerome Jordan to 
earn more minutes and Bog-
danovic to pick up some of the 
scoring slack. But it’s probably 
not enough to plug the holes 
of this sinking ship. 

I, for one, was looking for-
ward to having Robin Lopez, 
Brook Lopez’s big lug twin 
come to my backyard at Mon-
day’s game against the Port-
land Trail Blazers, which got 

postponed on account of that 
historically lackluster storm. 
Word around the rafters is that 
the West Coast Lopez has got it 
out for NBA mascots. In a Twit-
ter beef with my boy Moondog 

Flagrant
Fowl

with Crummy the Pigeon

The Nets’ Big Lug Brook Lopez, left, may not be 
around to defend against his towering twin Robin, 
right, come April’s rescheduled game.
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IF YOU THINK 
YOU NEED TO GO TO 
MANHATTAN FOR 

 GREAT MEDICAL CARE, 
WE’VE GOT A BRIDGE 

TO SELL YOU.

It’s no big surprise—Brooklyn has it all. Including world-class medical care throughout the borough.  

NYU Langone Medical Center has more than 12 locations with physicians across all specialties—along with a new ER.  

To find the right NYU Langone specialist for you, call 888.7.NYU.MED or visit nyulangone.org.

NYU LANGONE HAS MORE THAN 
12 LOCATIONS IN BROOKLYN.  

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Police arrested a 13-year-
old boy who they say robbed 
two women in separate eleva-
tor incidents on Jan. 12, the 
authorities said.

• The first victim said she 
entered a building on Bridge 
Street, between York and 
Prospect streets at 7:55 am, 
and got into the elevator. The 
suspect followed her in and 
when she tried to exit at the 
seventh floor, he blocked 
her way, according to a po-
lice report. When the eleva-
tor reached the 14th floor, the 
suspect grabbed the woman’s 

purse, which contained $20 
in cash and a credit card, and 
ran, the report says.

• The second victim said 
she got into the elevator of a 
building on Sands Street be-
tween Gold and Navy streets 
at 8:30 am, along with the 
suspect. When the elevator 
reached the 12th floor, the 
suspect allegedly pushed 
her to the ground and took 
her purse, according to of-
ficers. Her purse contained 
$850 in cash and credit cards, 
police said.

Police arrested the teen two 
days later and charge him with 
both robberies.

Comfy criminals
A crew of miscreants stole 

a bunch of bedding from a 

A teacher in the school 
between Boerum Place and 
Smith Street said he had a cart 
with 15 laptops in a classroom 
at 1 pm, and that by the end 
of the period two of the de-
vices were gone.

Inmate uprising
Police officers arrested 

three men who they say at-
tacked jailers in Central 
Booking on Schermerhorn 
Street on Jan. 13.

An officer said he told one 
of the prisoners to move to 
a different cell in the build-
ing between Smith Street and 
Boerum Place at 3 pm, and 
that the prisoner refused. As 
the officer tried to cuff the 
suspect, two other prisoners 
jumped on him and pulled 

him away, the report says.
Three other officers 

heard the commotion and 
came into the cell to help, 
police said. 

Two officers were injured 
in the fracas, one in the leg, 
the other in the face, neck, 
and shoulder, cops said.

Wayward inmate
Police charged another 

man with allegedly assaulting 
two officers, also inside Cen-
tral Booking, on Jan. 16.

The defendant had just 
seen a judge and had his 
bail set at 12:50 pm and 
was brought back to a cell 
to be searched, according 
to cops. 

The suspect was talking 
on his cellphone and when an 

Cops: 13-year-old mugs women in elevator

Front Street store on Jan. 16, 
cops said.

A worker at the store be-
tween Main and Washington 
streets said the treacherous 
trio entered at 6:45 pm and 
started stuffing things in to 
tote bags.

“Ain’t nobody stealing up 
in here — mind your busi-
ness,” said one of the louts 
when a worker told them to 
stop, according to police.

Then the goons took off 

without paying, the report 
says. Their haul included 
10 linen duvet covers, eight 
linen shams, 10 organic du-
vet covers, 16 organic shams, 
and five sets of sheets, police 
said. The store reported that 
the items sell for $5,300 al-
together.

Laptops looted
An antisocial lowlife 

swiped a pair of laptops from 
a Schermerhorn Street school 
on Jan. 15, per police.

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

officer told him to hang it up 
so they could search him, he 
refused, officers said.

The pair of jailers ap-
proached him and the sus-
pect became belligerent, 
kicking and flailing his arms 
to avoid being cuffed, police 
said. Both officers were in-
jured, according to a police 
report.

Locker larceny
Someone swiped a ton of 

belongings from a woman’s 
locker in an Atlantic Avenue 
gym on Jan. 14, cops said.

The victim said she got to 
the gym between Court Street 
and Boerum Place at 7 pm and 
locked up her things before 
going for a workout.

She returned a half hour 
later to find that the items 
were gone, law enforcement 
officials said. The culprits 
made off with two pairs of 
boots, two jackets, a sweater, 
a pair of jeans, a hat, a pair of 
gloves, earrings, sunglasses, 
a watch, and a wallet, a re-
port says.

Gang grab
Three toughs stole a man’s 

cellphone as he walked down 
Fulton Street on Jan. 15, of-
ficers said.

The victim said he was 
between Pearl Street and 
Boerum Place at 5:30 pm 
when the threatening three-
some approached him. 

One of them tapped him 
on the shoulder and asked if 
he was in a gang, but he did 
not respond and kept walk-
ing, according to a police 
report.

At that point one of the 
goons grabbed the victim, 
punched him in the face, 
and took his phone, then 
the fiends fled, the official 
account says.

Senior in danger
A group of eight teens 

robbed an elderly man at the 
corner of State Street on Jan. 
15, the NYPD said.

The 72-year-old victim said 
he was near Sydney Place, 
headed to a friend’s house at 
8:20 pm, when the gaggle of 
goons approached.

One of the delinquents 
showed him a knife and de-
manded his phone, according 
to the authorities. The man 
handed it over, along with 
$50, and the group took off, 
a report says.

— Matthew Perlman

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Pizza pirates
A trio of toughs robbed a 

delivery guy of food on Jan. 
25 in an apartment building 
on Hoyt Street, according to 
police.

The worker said he was 
bringing an order of pizza 
and calzones to a seventh-
f loor apartment between 
Douglass and Baltic streets, 
when he noticed a no-good-
nik hanging out by the el-
evator. 

Then he saw an unsavory 
character walk out the door 
at his destination and walk 
into a nearby stairwell, cops 
said.

And finally a third goon, 
wearing a mask, ran out of the 
stairwell, grabbed the insu-
lated bag carrying the food, 
and dashed back into the stair-
well with the other two, the 
authorities said.

The desperados made off 
with $37 in food and the bag, 
which was worth $150, a re-
port says.

Roaming fee
A burglar swiped a pair 

of cellphones from a Carroll 
Street apartment on Jan. 21, 
officers said.

The prowler climbed into 
the apartment between Clin-
ton and Court streets in Car-
roll Gardens through a rear 
fire-escape window some-
time between 8:45 am and 
9:45 pm, according to the 
authorities.

The victim returned home 
to find the window’s screen 
removed, the front door un-
locked, and an iPhone 4 and 
a Nokia 928 taken, accord-
ing to a report.

Tools out
A crook made off with 

thousands of dollars in tools 
and supplies after breaking 
into a construction site in the 
Columbia Waterfront District 
between Jan. 24 and Jan. 26, 
police said.

The owner left the con-
struction site locked up at 9:30 
pm on Jan. 24, and when she 
returned at 7:30 am on Jan. 26, 
the break-in artist had forced 
the door open and removed 
hardware, furniture, plumb-
ing, and building materials 
worth an estimated $12,800, 
according to a report.

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Snatch and grab
Thieves struck a Fifth 

Avenue luxury consign-
ment shop in two separate 
incidents on Jan. 13 and Jan. 
16, cops said.

In the first incident, a 
scoundrel sauntered into 
the boutique at Saint Marks 
Place, tore a $2,800 Chanel 
bag from a display case, and 
dashed out of the store, ac-
cording to a report.

Three days later, two ne’er-
do-wells strolled into the shop 
and grabbed three bags, in-
cluding a Louis Vuitton duf-
fel bag worth $1,100, a Stella 
McCartney purse valued at 
$1,500, and another purse 
worth $1,100, officers re-
counted.

More mayhem
In a third snatch-and-grab 

theft, a pair of punks swiped 
electronics from a cellphone 
store on Flatbush Avenue on 
Jan. 16, the same day as the 
second boutique robbery, po-
lice said.

The two thieves rushed 
into the store between Park 
Place and Seventh Avenue 
at 6:30 pm and grabbed two 
Samsung Galaxy tablets and 
one Samsung Galaxy phone, 
worth $1,905 together, a re-
port says.

The bandits damaged a dis-
play case in the process of 
stealing the loot, and promptly 
fled on foot, according to the 
NYPD.

Big wheels
A thief stole a pricey motor-

cycle from its parking space 
on Sterling Place sometime 
between Jan. 14 and Jan. 15, 
per law enforcement offi-
cials.

The victim parked his Ba-
varian Motor Works bike in 
front of his home between 
Flatbush and Vanderbilt av-
enues at 11 am, but when 
he returned the next day at 
12:45 pm, the motorcycle, 
which he valued at $23,000, 
had vanished, according to 
a report.

— Noah Hurowitz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Cat burglar 
A cat burglar climbed into 

a 68th Street apartment and 
stole $500, credit cards, and 
a Chinese ID card on Jan. 23, 
according to cops.

The building-scaling thief 
got into the apartment be-
tween Eighth and Ninth av-
enues in Dyker Heights by 
ascending a fire escape and 
climbing through a window 
sometime between noon and 
2:30 pm, police said.

Window pain
A crook climbed through 

the window of a 67th Street 
residence and stole $2,300, 
credit cards, a checkbook, and 
a digital camera on Jan. 22, 
the authorities said.

The break-in artist got into 
the apartment between 11th 
and 12th avenues in Dyker 
Heights through a window 
sometime between 11 am and 
6:50 pm, police said.

— Max Jaeger

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A Greenpoint church has 
quietly opened a shelter for 
homeless alcoholics who fre-
quent nearby McGolrick Park 
despite demands from resi-
dents not to give them a bed 
for the night.

More than 400 Greenpoint 
residents signed a petition 
against the shelter when Pas-
tor Amy Kinezle of Lutheran 
Church of the Messiah first 

floated the idea last month, ar-
guing that the shelter will attract 
mentally ill men and leave res-
idents prone to robberies and 
home break-ins. 

“It is going to be a big prob-
lem on the block,” said neigh-
bor Jane Bognacki. “These 
people need real professional 
help and this is not going to 
do that for them at all.” 

In fact, the center, which 
opened on Thursday, Jan. 22, 
and will house 10 men, neither 

requires men to go through an 
intake process nor demands 
they be sober. 

And Kinezle says that is 
the point.

“It is part of the church’s 
mission to serve all of our 
neighbors, especially those 
who are at risk,” she said.

The church partnered with 
Common Ground, an orga-
nization that works with the 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices. It has provided the 10 

rollout cots and two staffers 
each night. 

It gives men a place to sleep 
from 8 pm at night until 6 am 
the following morning during 
the cold months. In the past 
year, two homeless men have 
died in the park.

Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Williamsburg) worked 
with Kienzle to come up with 
a shelter plan, saying that the 
lives of Greenpoint’s home-
less is more important than the 

concerns of neighbors. 
“I have an obligation to ad-

dress this issue in my own 
community,” Levin said. 

Kienzle added that the shel-
ter’s mission is much simpler 
than trying to tackle big prob-
lems such as alcoholism. 

“It is a small solution to 
an immediate need to prevent 
people from dying,” she said. 
“The main purpose is so peo-
ple do not die.”

The Common Ground 

employees will also alert 
the homeless men to other 
services and will encourage 
them to go to programs to treat 
mental illness and alcoholic 
in the mornings instead of go-
ing back out into the streets 
of Greenpoint. 

Kienzle plans to keep 
the center open until the 
weather is warm enough to 
make sleeping outside safe, 
and she plans to open it again 
next winter. 

G’point church sheltering alcoholics

Pastor Amy Keinzle of this church on Russell Street 
opened a respite shelter despite opposition.
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Zine scenes
This play focuses on the real issues.
A Park Slope arts collective is taking the 

February 2014 issue of Harper’s Magazine off 
the shelf and putting it on the stage — articles, 
ads, and all — at Jack arts center in Clinton Hill 
from Feb. 5–14.

The writer of “The 
Harper’s Play” said he 
penned the production 
as an examination of 
how he obsessively 
reads the magazine, 
and selected last year’s 
February edition to 
highlight because it 
was filled with great 
snippets of writing that 
would translate from 
page to stage.  

“I read the magazine initially and thought 
it had some interesting theatrical ideas going 

on, but then had to read it dozens of more 
times to make sure I got a little bit of ev-

erything into the script,” said writer Paul 
Ketchum, one half of the Chooptown 
collective, along with Marty Brown, 
the play’s director. 

Ketchum said he structured the adap-
tation like a variety show, but still tried 

to find common threads among the mag-
azine’s articles — no small feat given the 

topics are as disparate as the incarceration of 
Pussy Riot in a Siberian prison and a romance 
novel convention in Las Vegas. But the shared 
themes make for some of the best and funni-
est on-stage moments, he said.

Even the fundamentals of the magazine are 
coming to life in this play — so expect scenes 
that include the advertisements, the masthead, 
and the Harper’s Index translated to the stage, 
with a lot of sudden shifts throughout the per-
formance, Brown said. 

“One moment you’re in a relationship coun-
cilor’s office and then all of a sudden you’re in 
an advertisement for a senior living facility or 
whatever,” he said.

“The Harper’s Play” at Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, www.jackn y.org). Feb. 5–14 at 8 pm 
and Feb. 13 at 10:30 pm. $15.  — Sarah Iannone

P L AY

Hey, he’s walkin’ here!
A new short film about an old man’s shuffle 

to the grocery store, written and shot entirely 
in Brooklyn, will debut at Videology in Wil-
liamsburg on Jan. 30. The filmmaker said she 
was inspired to make the flick when she wit-

nessed an elderly gent 
taking his sweet time 
to cross an intersection 
in Manhattan.

“This guy was walk-
ing slowly, cars were 
backing up, and the man 
just had such a look of 
contentment,” said Al-
exandria Collins, who 
wrote and directed the 

short film, dubbed “Milk Run.” “I just wanted 
to look at a normal morning in the life of this 
older man.”

Shot almost exclusively in Park Slope, “Milk 
Run” follows the brief journey of an elderly 
man whose wife, frustrated while he works 
on a piece of classical music that has vexed 
him for decades, sends him out on a mission 
to buy ingredients to make pancakes. The film 
only runs for about 10 minutes, but in that 
time, the man, Petey, has a series of inter-
actions with people along his route that turn 
the trip to the store into a much more signif-
icant morning.

Collins said she saw the inspiring oldster 
last summer, and had a draft of the script two 
weeks later.

Collins lives in Bushwick, where she moved 
last winter after finishing school in Florida. The 
film takes place in Park Slope near the Seventh 
Avenue F and G stop, which Collins said she 
and her producers picked for its instantly rec-
ognizable brownstones and also as an homage 
to the filmmaker’s adopted borough.

“I thought it would be best to set it in Brook-
lyn because I wanted to showcase the best bor-
ough,” she said. 

“Milk Run” at Videology [308 Bedford Ave. 
at South First Street in Williamsburg, (718) 782–
3468, milkrunpremiere.eventbrite.com.] Jan. 30 
at 7 pm. Free. — Noah Hurowitz

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

N umbers are for old people. 
A new monthly bingo game 

coming to the Bell House in 
Gowanus offers bingo aficionados 
something a little more exciting than 
the spin of a wire ball cage. In Musi-
cal Bingo, players instead mark their 
cards by identifying songs played by 
a disc jokey. 

“It is kind of the grandchild of 
‘Name That Tune,’ ” said creator 
Jess Indeedy. “But we are not try-
ing to out-cool anybody. The songs 
are pretty accessible.”

Indeedy has been running Mu-
sical Bingo nights in London since 
2007, and is bringing the event to 
Brooklyn for the first time.

“New York does not have anything 
like this,” said Indeedy (which, yes 

indeedy is a stage name). “We think 
this kind of interactive entertainment 
is exactly what this city will love.”

A ticket to the show gets you three 
rounds of bingo, plus a dance party. 
Each round has a different theme, 
such as ’70s disco, anthem rock, and 
’90s rock, and prizes are awarded 
for each round. 

And unlike the bar trivia nights, 
spelling bees, and comedy shows 
that typically entertain the masses 
at Brooklyn watering holes, Indeedy 
said Musical Bingo doesn’t require 
much attention or focus. In fact, the 
light and loose event works best when 
everyone is talking and occasionally 
dancing, she said. 

Musical Bingo at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between Second 
and Third streets in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebellhouseny.
com]. Feb. 3 at 7 pm. $15–$20.

Short stroll
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Experience True Value For Every Taste and Budget

Passive Houses 
Windows & Doors

ARE THE MOST EFFI-
CIENT IN THE WORLD

BROWNSTONES OUR SPECIALTY

Have you Heard?

ALL INVITED TO OUR NEW WINDOW LEARNING CENTER AND SHOWROOM

FREE ESTIMATES

Email: info@windowfi xinc.com | Website: windowfi xinc.com | 335-347 38th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232

Call Us Today

CALL US TODAY 
1-800-337-1620
Serving the New York Tri-State 

Area for over 30 years

Your sax is on fire: Jess Indeedy, left, is the creator of Musical Bingo.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

T his should give you paws 
for thought.

The scribe who liter-
ally  wrote the book  about New 
York’s poop scoop laws will 
be at BookCourt in Boerum 
Hill on Feb. 7 to talk about 
his new work, “A Matter of 
Breeding.” In the book, he 
criticizes a dog culture ob-
sessed with purebreds, say-
ing the craze is about little 
more than status.

“It’s very much like 
having a favorite football 
team,” said author Michael 
Brandow. “You love them 

no matter how bad they are.”

Brandow traces the interest in 
canine lineage back to the Victo-
rian era, when aristocratic sub-
jects of the United Kingdom were 
overly concerned about their own 
bloodlines because it actually dic-
tated their place in society. They 
wanted their dogs to be a symbol 
of their status, he said.

“That’s when dogs were first 
color-coded for the stage,” he 
said. “They were standardized 
into types that had never been 
recognized before.”

He credits the American Ken-
nel Club for bringing the fixation  
to today’s dog culture.

“The AKC, an elite social club 
for millionaires, sold this idea 
of purebreds to the average con-
sumer,” he said.

The result, Brandow said, is 
that many people today choose 
their best friends based largely on 
looks and labels — the same way 
people select sneakers because of 
a brand insignia.

“All these years we’ve been se-
lecting for looks rather than health 
or behaviors,” he said. “It’s like 
any brand-name affiliation.”

The trouble is that purebreds 
suffer greatly from poor health, 
he said.

“They have shocking levels 
of cancer and epilepsy and other 
problems, yet people go on buy-
ing them anyway,” he said.

In Brooklyn, like in most places, 
the types of dogs you see are of-
ten related to the income level of 
the area, Brandow said. You are 

more likely to find poodles or bul-
dogs in a neighborhood like Park 
Slope than in Bushwick or Crown 
Heights. But he does take excep-
tion to Spike Lee’s famous claim 
about Fort Greene Park.

“Have you seen Fort Greene 
Park in the morning? It looks like 
a m------------ Westminster Dog 
Show,” Lee  said  during a lecture 
last February.

“I’m sure a lot of those dogs 
in Fort Greene Park are mixes,” 
Brandow said. “I think Spike Lee 
might just resent dogs.”

But there is some good news, 
Brandow said. On the whole, people 
are starting to wake up to the idea 
that breeds are not important. This 
can be seen with the recent popu-
larity of pit bulls, which Brandow 
said are not even a breed at all.

“People are learning that you 
don’t need breeds,” he said. “Dogs 
are individuals.”

Michael Brandow at Book-
Court [163 Court St. between 
Dean and Pacific Streets in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 875–3677, 
www.bookc ourt.com]. Feb. 7 at 
7 pm. Free.

Bulldogs? Bull s---
New book takes aim at purebreds
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Jan. 30

Dance off
It is a battle royale of 
boogie. Head On — a 
monthly dance party 
that pits two genres of 
music head-to-head 
with winner decided 
by which generates 
the most grooving — 
is squaring off soul 
music and disco in a 
Motown vs. Studio 54 
contest. Will 
Supremes-era Diana 
Ross triumph over 
“Love Hangover” 
Diana Ross? Only 
dance can decide!

10 pm at Baby’s All Right 
[146 Broadway at Bedford 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800, www.
babys allri ght.com]. Free.

SATURDAY
Jan. 31

One-time 
thing
They’re just making it 
up as they go along! 
Williamsburg perfor-
mance space Triskelion 
Arts is hosting a new 
festival dedicated to 
improvised perfor-
mances, called Never 
Before, Never Again. 
The fest, which runs 
Jan. 29–Feb. 1, prom-
ises works featuring 
dance, music, comedy, 
and spoken word. It is, 
literally, a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.

8 pm at Triskelion Arts 
[118 N. 11th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–3577, www.
triskelionarts.org]. $16.

SUNDAY
Feb. 1

Sunday 
night live
Live from Park 
Slope, it’s … SNL 
Writers Unscripted, 
a show featuring 
“Saturday Night 
Live” writers doing 
improv comedy live 
on stage. This edi-
tion’s scribes-
turned-performers 
include Natasha 
Rothwell, Alison 
Rich, Meredith Scar-
dino, Claire 
Mulaney, and Katie 
Rich.

8 pm at Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400, 
www.union halln y.com]. 
$8–$10.

MONDAY
Feb. 2

Take two
Brooklyn Historical 
Society kicks off its 
new weekly film series 
with William Greaves’s 
acclaimed 1968 docu-
drama “Symbiopsy-
chotaxiplasm: Take 
One.” The film will be 
introduced by actor 
and Park Sloper Steve 
Buscemi and followed 
by a discussion with 
writer Richard Brody 
and Shola Lynch of the 
Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Cul-
ture.

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111, www.
brooklynhistory.org]. Free.

THURSDAY
Feb. 5

Food fight
Two of Brooklyn’s 
favorite bar-based 
speaking series, Pre-
sentation Party Night 
and Verbal Fight Club, 
will join forces for an 
epic night of discourse 
and debate about the 
ethics of eating meat 
at Brooklyn Brewery. 
Whet your appetite 
with some lectures on 
the topic, then sink 
your teeth into an on-
stage war of words, in 
which audience inter-
jections are welcomed 
and encouraged.

7:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Brewery (79 N. 11th St. 
between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, www.brook-
lynbrewery.com). $5–$10.
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PUBLISHER EMERITUS  Ed Weintrob

FRI, JAN. 30
ART, “NOMAD SONGS” OPENING 

RECEPTION: Duane Zaloudek 
debuts watercolor and gesso paint-
ings and paper cowboy hats in his 
exhibit, “Nomad Songs.” Free. 6–9 
pm. Robert Henry Contemporary [56 
Bogart St. between Harrison Pl. and 
Garrison St. in Williamsburg, (718) 
473–0819], www.roberthenrycon-
temporary.com. 

CARDBOARD ROBOT BATTLE IV: 
Nine contestants will build their own 
robot out of cardboard and packing 
tape then battle each other. $15 ($13 
advance). 8 pm. Standard Toykraft 
[722 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Graham and Manhattan avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 388–3163], stan-
dardtoykraft.org. 

MUSIC, EMILIO TEUBAL ENSEMBLE: 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

SAT, JAN. 31
MUSIC, JAZZ 4 KIDS: Vocalist and edu-

cator Lauren Hooker introduces kids 
to Cab Calloway, Duke Ellington, 
Mongo Santa Maria, and Sonny Rol-
lins. Free. 1 pm. Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s Central branch [Flatbush Ave. 
at Eastern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, ELISA AMBROGIO, NATHAN 
BOWLES, PAL BERTA, SURFBORT: 
$7. 8 pm. Silent Barn (603 Bushwick 
Ave. between Jefferson and Melrose 
streets in Bushwick), silentbarn.org. 

MUSIC, LADYSMITH BLACK MAM-
BAZO: $30. 8 pm. Brooklyn Center 
for the Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Campus Rd. between 
Amersfort Place and Kenilworth 
Place in Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenteronline.org. 

MUSIC, CUMBE MOVING PARTY: 
Cumbe elebrates its move with 
music, samba dance classes, and a 
community bazaar of jewelry and 
crafts. $10-$20. 9 pm. Cumbe Cen-
ter for African and Diaspora Dance 
[558 Fulton St. at Flatbush Avenue 
Extension, (718) 935–9700], www.
cumbedance.com. 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION: Urban 
rangers lead a discussion on the 

history of New York from the Revolu-
tionary war to the post-colonial pe-
riod. Free. 1 pm. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington Park in Fort 
Greene, (718) 722–3218]. 

SUN, FEB. 1
MUSIC, KELLY HALL-TOMPKINS: 

Chamber violinist performs. Free. 4 
pm. Brooklyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Avenue at Eastern 
Parkway in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230–2100], www.brook-
lynpubliclibrary.org/branch_library_
detail.jsp?branchpageid=265. 

CITY SQUIRRELS: Learn all about 
the urban variety. Free. 1 pm. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Center [Enter 
park at Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722–3218]. 

ART, BLACK ARTSTORY MONTH 
ARTWALK: View artwork by more 
than 25 Brooklyn artists at busi-
nesses along Myrtle Avenue. Free. 
4–6 pm. Various locations [Myrtle 
Avenue between Carlton and Clas-
son avenues, (718) 230–1689], www.
myrtleavenue.org/blackartstory. 

MON, FEB. 2
MUSIC, LES NUBIANS: $12. 6 pm. 

Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

TALK, RON LIEBER: New York Times 
columnist discusses his new book, 
“The Opposite of Spoiled: Raising 
Kids Who Are Grounded, Generous, 
and Smart About Money.” $10. 7:30–
9:30 pm. Congregation Beth Elohim 
Early Childhood Center [Eighth 
Avenue and Garfi eld Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3814 X210], www.
congregationbethelohim.org. 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JAN. 30
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

TORONTO RAPTORS: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 31
MUSIC, IGOR KRUTOI GALA CON-

CERTA: Composer is joined by 
Russian singers. $65–$955. 7 pm. 

MON, FEB. 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, FEB. 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

NEW YORK KNICKS: $95–
$4,000. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 13
SPORTS, BBVA COMPASS RISING 

STARS CHALLENGE: The NBA’s 
top rookies and sophomores 
compete. $22–$87. 9 pm.

THUR, FEB. 19
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: $15–$65. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Do you know an
exceptional woman?

Nominate her as a
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2015!

25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception gala in 
their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field.
Your Email address: __________________________________Your Phone:________________________
Name of nominee: ____________________________________________________________________
Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?
Phone:___________________________  Email:_____________________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio                                                             FB

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

Oh, Canada: The Nets face the Raptors on Jan. 30.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

IS YOUR ROOF READY FOR WINTER?

GUTTER
CLEANING

COMPLETE
FLASH & PAINT

ANY COMPLETE
ROOFING JOB

Licensed – Brooklyn – Insured

Top Quality Workmanship
References Available

Affordable – Professional & Courteous

718-833-3508
513 72nd Street, Brooklyn

$100
Any Size House

With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/15/15

$750
Max 1200 sq. ft.

With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/15/15

$250 Off
of 1200 sq. ft.

or more
With Coupon Only.

Expires 2/15/15

The Trusted Name In Roofing
SINCE 1979

SUPER
ROOFER
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Your heart’s in the right place.

weolive.com/brooklyn

Olive Oil Tasting Daily 
Gourmet Foods 

Wine Bar
Gift Baskets & Custom Labeled  

Bottles Available

Join Us This Sunday for The Big Game 
and Enjoy an ALL DAY Treat 

$29.95 per person  
Beer & Wine | Complimentary Tapas 

February is American Heart Month!  
We are proud supporters of the  

American Heart Association and  
healthy living! Come in to find out how 

you can help support the cause! 

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS FOR  
VALENTINE’S DAY!

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

Supported by 

Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 
grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 

pay for college? 
 

You can access this money by completing the  
Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

345 Court Street (at Union Street)

For reservations (718) 852-5015
Website: MarcoPoloRistorante.com

Allow us to take you 
and your loved one on 
a true Italian journey 
fi lled with romance 

topped with a Candle 
light dinner and the 
staff will be dressed 

as your personal 
“Gondolieri”  

Also special Valentine’s 
Day menu prepared by 

 

Special Valentine’s Theme 
is on Friday 13th & 

Saturday 14th

Please visit 

Valentine’s Day menu

presents   

Venice in Brooklyn
Valentine’s Day Special Event  

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

T here is a whole universe be-
ing built inside a Boerum 
Hill arts venue.

A Park Slope artist and his 
creative team will tell an orig-
inal, immersive fairy tale five 
ways — through prose, per-
formance, song, illustration, 
and scenery — at the Invis-
ible Dog Art Center from 
Feb. 5–8. And don’t let the 
word “fairy” put you off — 
the tale ditches the Disney-
esque “Once upon a time … 
happily ever after” dross for 
something much darker, the 
creator said.

“We’re trying to go back 
into the old world of fairy tales 
— not so light, like ‘Frozen,’ 
but more like ‘Grimm’s Fairy 
Tales,’ ” said John McGrew. 
“Creating this whole world 
that we’re placing inside the 
Invisible Dog.”

The story, framed as vi-
gnettes, centers on a town that 
is shaken from extreme sta-
sis when a traveling merchant 
appears, peddling wares that 
change townsfolk’s lives for 
better or worse.

Four actors will tell the 
tale, accompanied by three 
string players, a piano, drums, 
and guitar — a la the multi-
media children’s story “Pe-
ter and the Wolf,” 
McGrew said.

One guest art-
ist illustrated the 
tale, and another 
made a replica of a 
holy tome that fig-
ures into the story. 
And the produc-
tion’s creative team 
is turning the venue 
into a set for audi-
ence members to 
explore before the 
show proper.

“We’re encouraging people to 
download the album beforehand and 
listen to it while walking through the 
space,” he said.

The Brooklyn-by-way-of-Ohio fab-
ulist said he was inspired by sur-
roundings past and present. 

“I grew up in woods, so being in 
the city, I have to get out and go for 
a walk every day,” said McGrew. 
“All these ideas came from walks 
throughout Prospect Park and Fort 
Greene Park.”

McGrew outlined the plot and 

composed most of the music — a 
mix of moody ambient music and 
lush choral arrangements — over the 
last two-and-a-half years. Filmmaker 
Joe Varka fleshed the tales out and 
is directing, and Brooklyn musician 
Graham Fisk helped McGrew polish 

the soundtrack.
“Village of Vale” at the Invis-

ible Dog Art Center [51 Bergen St. 
between Boerum Place and Smith 
Street in Boerum Hill, (347) 560–3641, 
www.theinvisibledog.org]. Feb. 5–7 
at 8 pm. Feb. 8 at 3 pm. $10.

Happily ever crafters!
Artists stage original fairy tale in Boerum Hill

Art of storytelling: Austin artist Katy Horan illustrated John McGrew’s (pictured left) 
tale in a stark and whimsical style.
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Complete Banking gives you even more freedom and 
time to do the things you love. Plus, get up to $200  
when you open a new Complete Checking Plus account.*

Complete
Checking 

Plus.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

   mobile  
  check      
 deposit

 earn  
   interest

 ATM fee 
  rebates

* Newew wew w CComommmpmpmpmppppppleteleteleteetleteeteteteteletetlete CheChChC cking Plg Plus aus ccouuntnt wnt wnt wnt wwith tith new new monemonem y ony onlyyly. ExisExistingtin  checheckincking acg accoucount cut cusstomtomomeers are e notnot ot ot no elieligeligeliligi ibleibbiblebb . AnA  existing checkiecking cng cusustomer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This
offeoffeoffeoffeo r isisr r s li lilimlimmmiteditedi ded to  toto tt one one one oneoneoonone CompComCompCompCompomCompoCompComo leteeteleteleteeteletete Che Che   Checkinckinininc g Pg Plgg us as as ccouccount pnt pnt pnt per her her her houseouseououseholdholddhold. MiMi. Mi. Minimunimunimunimum dem dem deposip t reequirquired td ted ttoo oo opo opeen a newnew Complete Checking Plus account is $100. No minimum balance required to be eligible for the Bonus. Direct Deposit – You will receive $100 for signing 
uup fup fup fu ooor or ar ar aooo nd r rrreceieceiceieceieceiceiceivingvingvingvingvingingvingvingvingving a r a r a raa  a  a r a recurececuecurecue ringringring dirdiididi directect tect depodepodep sitsit s of $$of $of $of 250 2500250 or mor more.ore. Ta Tax refund d checchececksks dks do noo not qut q alify ay as direct deposit. Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 90 days after the account is opened. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $50 for the completion of 
5 dedeeedeeeebbibit t cardcardarddrdd p pu purpurpppurp chaschaschashaschahaha es. es. EachEachachh debdedebdebbit cit cit cardard ard d purcpurcpurcpurcurchasehasehasehasehase musmususm m t bet e $25 $25 or  or momore. OnO line Banankingking B Bill-paayyments – You will receive $50 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Debit 
CaCaCaCaCardrdddC PurPur PPurPurrcchachchasasc eses aand Ond Ond Onlinnlnlinnline Bie Bie Bie Bill-pll-pll-pll-paymeaymeaym nts tss must be compmpleteleteeleted prdd prior to 60 days after theh  accouunt is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $200.  The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about the end of the 
month fh fof llowllowing the thehh compcompcompcompcomppletiletiletletietion oon oon oononn of the above qualifying transactions withi hi tin the rhe requiequiredred time after account opening. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. All offers are subject to change and termination
withhout out priop or noor noticeticeticeticeceice at at  atatat any any anyanyany titimetimetimetime.

For more information, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889  
or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

Complete access. Complete control. Complete Banking.

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Midwood Flats [577 Flatbush Ave. at Midwood Street in Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens, (718) 484–4466, www.midwoodflats.com]. Open Sun–Thu, 5 pm–2 am; 
Fri, Sat, 5 pm–4 am.

S ink your teeth into this!
You might think you have had 

your fill of teenage vampire ro-
mances, but you would be a sucker to 
miss the National Theatre of Scotland’s 
production of “Let the Right One In,” 
playing at Saint Ann’s Warehouse in 
Dumbo through Feb. 15.

The play, which playwright Jack 
Thorne adapted from the 2004 Swed-
ish novel and subsequent film, gives a 
peek into the life of bullied and lonely 
teen Oskar (Cristian Ortega), who spends 
his time avoiding his overbearing alco-
holic mother and hiding from his abu-
sive schoolmates. The best moments 
of Oskar’s life are when he sits alone 
at the playground of his dreary apart-
ment complex — he is too old to actu-
ally play, but too young to do much of 
anything else, so he spends these mo-
ments fantasizing about revenge against 
his tormenters. 

One day, Oskar meets Eli (Rebecca 
Benson), a strangely forward, athletic, 
childlike creature who appears to be 
about Oskar’s age — and female. The 
two get to know each other and learn 
to be allies as they both endure trau-
matic events. 

Eli is a slave to all the typical myths 
of vampirism — the sun burns, humans 
must invite vampires indoors, and they 
need blood to survive. But unlike most 
other vampire stories, Eli is not evil. 
The creature treats vampirism as more 
of a sad affliction for which many vic-
tims have suffered. But Eli’s motives 
are not entirely altruistic. For most of 
the play, it appears that Eli is Oskar’s 
savior, but the conclusion leaves the au-
dience wondering just what the boy’s 
fate will be and how much better off 
he might have been if Eli had never 
come along. 

The Butcher is a huge fan of the 
Swedish film, and was excited to see 
how the play would hold up. The film, 
set in a tiny suburban town in the dead 
of Swedish winter, is infused with a 
sense of emptiness and desolation. This 
production does a nice job of match-

ing that by leaving the stage set as a 
snow-covered forest for the entire show. 
Simple pieces of furniture are used to 
make quick changes to indoor scenes, 
and the arrangement also allows the 
director to juxtapose two scenes si-
multaneously. 

Fans of the movie will find them-
selves wondering how the producers of 
the play will replicate the infamously 

brutal and cinematic swimming pool 
scene. Let me just say that they do, and 
with aplomb.  

“Let the Right One In” at Saint Ann’s 
Warehouse [38 Water St. between 
Dock and Main streets in Dumbo (718) 
834–8794, www.stannswarehouse.
org]. Through Feb. 15. Tuesdays–Fri-
days 8 pm, Saturdays 3 pm and 8 pm, 
Sundays 2 pm and 7 pm. $45–$60.

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: $10 ($8 in advance). 
9 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

TUES, FEB. 3
TALK, REBECCA SCHERM: 

Author discusses her debut 
book, “Unbecoming,” de-
tailing a tale about obses-
sive love and an art heist 
gone horribly wrong. Anne 
Helen Petersen joins her 
in conversation. Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

COMEDY, DUMBO COMEDY: 
Live music followed by com-
edy. Presented by Aaron 
Kominos-Smith and Meghan 
Hanley. Free. 7 pm. Dumbo 
Kitchen [108 Jay St. at York 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 797–
1695], www.facebook.com/
dumbocomedy. 

TALK, STORYTELLING WITH 
ADAM WADE: Moth Sto-
rySlam winner hosts an 
evening of storytelling. 
Free. 8 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

WED, FEB. 4
DANCE, “RHYTHM STO-

RIES”: Pureelements Dance 
presents a colorful montage 
of dance, song, and poetry 
about African American 
heritage and history. $25 
($20 in advance). 10 am and 
12:30 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/kumbletheater.

FILM, “A MAN CALLED 
ADAM”: Part of the library’s 
African Americans in ’60s 
Hollywood series. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at Eastern 
Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230–2100], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

THURS, FEB. 5
TALK, JOHN CARPENTER 

— LOST THEMES: Horror 
fi lmmaker John Carpenter 
talks to NPR host Brooke 
Gladstone. Tickets start 
at $25. 8 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Lafayatte Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, MERMAID LAGOON 
OCEAN BENEFIT: Fifth an-

nual benefi t, raising money 
for charities benefi ting the 
ocean. The show features 
musicians, dancers, circus 
performers, and interactive 
art installations. $20–$25. 9 
pm. Lot 45 [411 Troutman St. 
between Wyckoff and Saint 
Nicholas avenues in Bush-
wick, (347) 505–9155], www.
mermaidlagoon.org. 

FRI, FEB. 6
MUSIC, VICEROY: $15. 6 pm. 

Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

DANCE, “SWAN LAKE”: The 
State Ballet Theatre of Rus-
sia presents the Tchaik-
ovsky ballet. $35 ($30 in 
advance). 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 Ori-
ental Blvd. at Oxford Street 
in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5596], www.onstageat-
kingsborough.org. 

SAT, FEB. 7
ART, TARGET FIRST SATUR-

DAY: Brooklyn Museum’s 
First Friday celebrates Black 
History Month with music, 
fi lm, and talks. Free. 5 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 

Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

THEATER, THINGS APPEAR 
WEIRDER IN THE REAR 
VIEW MIRROR: An eve-
ning of art that reinvents 
classic stories, including 
an ancient Persian political 
drama transformed into 
sci-fi , and classical composi-
tions played on ’90s synths. 
$8. 8:30 pm. Standard 
ToyKraft (722 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Graham and 
Manhattan avenues in Wil-
liamsburg), www.standard-
toykraft.org. 

‘Let the Right One In’ proves teen 
vampire stories don’t have to suck
The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension

Fangs for the memories: Christian Ortega and Rebecca Benson 
play the lead roles in “Let the Right One In.”
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....

HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer 

Directed Personal Assistance Program 
allows individuals 

more control over their caregiver services
by permitting you to choose your 

own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Photo by Ellen Dunny

FOLLOW US ON

SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE AND  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

ADOPT A PET
Petland Discounts
846 Manhattan Ave. • Brooklyn, NY
SAT JAN 31 • 12PM – 5PM

AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7575 

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Petco Unleashed(S.C.A.R)
81 7th Ave. • Brooklyn, NY
SUN FEB 1 • 12PM – 5PM

(718) 339-8900  |  3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  www.marineparkfh.com

Marine Park
FUNERAL HOME

Our family has been committed 
to serving your family at affordable 
prices for four generations. 

At a time when experience and 
integrity are essential, know Marine 
Park Funeral Home is here for you.

   Non-Funded 
   Pre-Arrangements

   Arrangements

   Monuments

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Meet the new MakerBot.
The Carroll Gardens com-

pany Solidoodle, run by a for-
mer MakerBot executive, is 
selling three-dimensional 
printers for a fraction the price 
of its competitor’s. The goal 
is to make the devices a com-
mon appliance for everyday 
people, the founder said. 

“The grandiose idea at the 
time when we started was to 
put a 3-D printer in every home 
in the world,” said Sam Cer-
vantes, who started Solidoo-
dle in his Park Slope kitchen 
in 2011 after stints at Maker-
Bot and as an aerospace engi-
neer. “We want to make them 
ubiquitous.”

The dream is not far from 
that expressed by Cervantes’s 

3-D at a discount
Printer company takes aim at MakerBot

old boss Bre Pettis in  a 2012 
interview with this paper . But 
Solidoodle’s printers are more 
accessible than its pioneering 
predecessor because they start 
at less than half the price, with 

its Solidoodle Press going for 
$599. That model, which is 
slightly smaller than Maker-
Bot’s cheapest, is a real plug-
and-play machine, Cervantes 
said.

“They’re pushing the up-
per end of the market,” he said 
of MakerBot. “We’re going 
from the early adopter to the 
mainstream.”

The company has shipped 
10,000 units so far and is look-
ing to ramp up production. 

Cervantes sees three-di-
mensional printing as the next 
wave of innovation because 
it allows designers to imme-
diately make the things they 
think up.

“You can have an idea and 
then have it in your hand the 
next minute,” he said.

The technology can also be 

used to speed mass-produc-
tion, which Solidoodle does 
to make its own products. The 
Press is now manufactured in 
China but the rest of Solidoo-
dle’s models are assembled 
in a small factory on Hicks 
Street alongside the Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway ditch. 
The building also houses the 
company’s office, and some 
components for the printers 
are actually printed on other 
Solidoodle printers.

“Very meta,” Cervantes 
said. “We’re really drinking 
our own Kool-Aid.”

The cramped Carroll Gar-
dens production floor is staffed 
by 20 employees, half of whom 
are Brooklynites, Cervantes 
said. And though the products 
are high-tech, the jobs, he said, 
are like any factory job.

“They’re blue-collar jobs. 
They’re turning nuts and bolts. 
Assembling electronics,” he 
said.

Johanni Diaz, an assembly 
technician with the company 
who lives Downtown, used to 
drive a school bus. She said she 
knew nothing about three-di-
mensional printers before she 
started, but she has come to 
enjoy working on them.

“I like the job a whole lot. 
It really makes me think,” she 
said through an interpreter.

Once the crew perfects a 
design and demand is high 
enough, he said the produc-
tion will be outsourced in or-
der to keep costs down, as was 
done with the Press. But he 
said he will never leave the 
borough entirely.

“We always want to do 
Brooklyn manufacturing,” he 
said. “And we know that a lot 
of customers care a lot about 
that. But other customers are 
worried about price.”

MakerBot alum Sam Cervantes started Solidoodle on his kitchen table in Park 
Slope in 2011, and now he is ready to take on his old colleagues.
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Eye on technology and 
innovation in Brooklyn

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Call them the Vinegar Hill 
gang.

Police arrested 14 suspected 
drug traffickers in a bust at the 
Farragut Houses last Thurs-
day, after a 10-month investi-
gation and more than 100 un-
dercover purchases of crack 
cocaine and heroin, the authori-
ties said. Cops also say they re-
covered three guns along with 

crack, heroin, and marijuana in 
the shakedown, which a pros-
ecutor said will help make the 
public housing complex safer 
for residents.

“The arrests we announce 
today shut down a major sup-
plier of cocaine to gangs that 
traffic narcotics in Farragut 
Houses, and removed guns 
readily available to spawn 
violence and chaos in this 
community,” said prosecu-
tor Bridget Brennan. “Guns 

and drugs threaten the safety 
and security of too many of 
our city’s public housing res-
idents.”

Police started their investi-
gation last March after com-
plaints from residents about 
drug activity, and following 
incidents of gang-related vio-
lence in the area. The suspects 
allegedly conducted their sales 
in building lobbies, near the 
playground, and out of nearby 
businesses, including a Chi-

Drug bust in Vinegar Hill
nese restaurant and deli on York 
Street, investigators said. They 
also frequently rotated the lo-
cations where they stored the 
narcotics in order to evade law 
enforcement, cops said.

One of the suspects, known 
as “Shottie,” even stole $1,000 
from an undercover officer who 
was trying buy drugs from him, 
officials said.

Police searched four Far-
ragut Houses apartments on 
Thursday looking for sus-
pects and hit the alleged jack-
pot when they say a suspect 
jumped out the window of the 
stash-house.
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W e’re told that hon-
esty is the best pol-
icy, but is it rea-

sonable to expect that your 
teenagers are going to tell you 
everything? 

Do you tell them every-
thing? 

I am forced to look back 
at my own preteen and teen 
years as my boys get left more 
and more to their own devices, 
and I am scared. What kids 
do for fun and to proclaim 
their independence can be a 
little frightening. 

Actually, it can be a lot 
frightening. 

And yet, we must be fear-
less. What good parenting 
seems to require is a mea-
sure of calm unparalleled in 
any other circumstance. What 
good parenting seems to re-
quire is the removal of one’s 
cerebral cortex so no scary 
thoughts might emerge. 

Our own fears are what will 
push us further and further 
apart from our kids, and what 
will remove any slight chance 

at productive dialogue. 
Take, for example, a recent 

afternoon when my 13-year-old 
texted me to say he was going 
with a friend to buy a birthday 
present after school. 

“Great, enjoy,” I texted 
back. 

I didn’t ask where he was 
going, but in my mind it was to 
the local GameStop or Barnes 
& Noble. In my mind, he was 
in Park Slope. 

Later, when we met for din-
ner, it turned out that Eli had 
gone into Manhattan, into 
Soho, to check out some skate 
shops. I had to stop and think. 
Was that a problem? He took 
the train every day, back and 
forth from school or to visit 

friends in different parts of 
Brooklyn. In the fall, he’ll very 
possibly go into Manhattan for 
high school. Did it make a dif-
ference that he crossed over a 
bridge or went through a tun-
nel? Did he not tell me where he 
was going because he thought 
I might tell him he couldn’t 
go? Was it a lie of omission, 
or just an oversight? 

The conversation about it 
started out calmly in the car.

“I think you just need to 
let one of us know if you’re 
going into the city,” my hus-
band said. 

“Yes,” I agreed. 
“What?” Eli sounded con-

fused from the back. “I don’t 
get it, why does it matter?” 

My husband and I looked 
at each other. Compliance 
was what we were looking 
for, easy-peasy agreement of 
a simple rule. 

But it was not to be. “Why?” 
often gets in the way.

My husband offered up 
his take.  

“Because we’re you’re par-
ents, and we’re worried about 
you,” he said. “You’ll under-
stand when you’re a parent.” 

Of course. It made perfect 
sense. Parents are worried about 
their children, and so the chil-
dren need to take care to make 
the parents less worried. Right. 
That’s the way it should go. 

From the back seat, though, 
there was still confusion and 
dissent. 

“Really, I just don’t under-
stand why you’d care.”

Eli’s logic — or illogic — 
was driving my husband un-
derstandably crazy. 

“What’s not to understand?” 
he said, frustrated. “You just 
need to tell us.” 

I got it, then, from Eli’s end. 

A tall tale on honesty
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

He is not a parent, won’t be — 
hopefully — for a good decade-
plus. He hasn’t had that sinking 
feeling in his gut during even 
a millisecond when he imag-
ines something might have hap-
pened to his child. 

He knew where he was, and 
he knew he was fine. It was us 
who had the problem, and he 
couldn’t understand it. 

I tried to placate. How had 
this become an argument? The 
teenage years were going to be 
long and hard if we didn’t chill 
out enough to offer some non-
angry explanation he could 
understand.

“We’re not mad at you, 
honey,” I said. “You didn’t do 
anything wrong, it’s just that 
you knew where you were and 
we didn’t, and I pictured you in 
Park Slope. Not that it’s a big 
deal, but the city is further to 
get back from and…” 

Wait. Why did it matter? Was 
I more scared because it would 
take longer for him to get back? 
All we can do is cross our fin-
gers, and keep our communi-
cations with our kids calm and 
open-minded. 

They are their own people, 
after all. And soon, they will 
be taller than I am.



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500January 30–February 5, 2015 AWP  11



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-250012  AWP  January 30–February 5, 2015

New York Marriott 
at the Brooklyn Bridge 
Lobby Level, Actors Room 
333 Adams Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 
Refreshments available at 6 p.m. 
Presentation begins at 6:15 p.m.

Featuring: 
Dr. Seth Cohen 
A urologist specializing in the  
treatment of E.D.

Also featuring: 
A patient who permanently  
corrected his E.D.

What do men do when Erectile Dysfunction pills aren’t effective? Don’t like the idea of 
expensive penile injections, suppositories, and vacuum pumps? Get the facts on an 
inflatable penile prosthesis (IPP): a permanent solution—covered by many insurance 
plans—which allows an erection as often as you like, for as long as you wish.

Attend a FREE seminar sponsored by Coloplast Corp. to educate men and their 
partners about an advanced,  
DRUG FREE treatment for E.D. 

FREE REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED.

An educational series, sponsored by Coloplast Corp., designed 
to inform and empower. www.ColoplastMensHealth.com

PARTNERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND

To reserve your space or for 
more information about this 
FREE seminar, please call: 
(866) 233-9368.

Erectile Dysfunction (E.D.) 
When the “Magic Pill” isn’t so magic


