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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Police in Park Slope lead the city in issuing 
tickets for a law that might not exist.

Officers in the 78th Pre-
cinct wrote 151 tickets 
to cyclists for cell-
phone use in 2014, 
according to data re-
leased in response to a 
Freedom of Information 
request by The Brooklyn 
Paper, despite the fact that 
New York State’s phone-ban 
law only applies to motor 
vehicles. Citing cyclists for an unsafe prac-
tice that is nonetheless legal puts an unfair 
and unlawful burden on them, according to 
a pro-bike lawyer. 

“It means that hundreds of people are pay-
ing money they can ill afford,” said Steve Vac-
caro, a lawyer who frequently litigates on be-
half of cyclists. “Many people bike because it 
costs less than a MetroCard or a car, and here 
they are getting hit with summonses when 
they’re not even breaking the law.”

But the top cop at the Park Slope precinct 
claims they are breaking a law — illegally wear-
ing headphones while biking — and the so-called 
“cellphone” tickets are simply filed as such.

“The way the tickets are classified, the ear-
phone tickets are labelled as cellphone tickets,” 
said Captain Frank DiGiacomo at a Commu-
nity Council meeting at the 78th Precinct sta-
tion house on April 28.

Meanwhile, representatives of the New York 
Police Department legal bureau did not re-
spond to multiple requests for comment, but 
a spokeswoman testified at a recent Council 
hearing that New York’s texting ban  techni-
cally applies to cyclists . 

The language states otherwise: it specifically 
bans using a phone while operating a “motor 
vehicles,” which according to the term-defi-
nition section of the overarching motor vehi-
cle statute does not include human-powered 
vehicles like bicycles. 

Nowhere is that distinction more relevant 
than Park Slope, home to a large density of cy-
clists and also the precinct in which bikers are 
most likely to get slapped with a summons for 
checking their phone while on the move.

The 78th Precinct, which covers Park Slope, 

Slope police lead city in questionable bicycling tickets

This cyclist is smart to stop while tex-
ting. Police issued hundreds of tickets 
citywide for cellphone use while bik-
ing, even though it is not illegal.

RULE OF THUMBS

Giacomo for his focus on road safety, but ques-
tioned if bikes warrant the same amount of 
concern as reckless drivers.

“The difference between a driver on a cell-
phone and a biker on a cellphone is a signif-
icantly different magnitude,” said Eric Mc-
Clure, a Park Slope cyclist and Community 
Board 6 member. “I have a lot of respect for 
the 78th Precinct, and they do a great job of 
keeping people safe, but I’d prefer to see them 
prioritize the behaviors that are most danger-
ous to a greater number of people.”

Cops citywide cited cyclists 427 times in 
2014 for cellphone use, a number that may re-
sult from a combination of scant legal train-
ing and a misconception that the texting-ban 
law applies to cyclists, Vaccaro said.

“Police are not trained in motor vehicle law, 
and there is an unwarranted assumption that 
traffic laws are so simple that why waste time 
training about them,” he said. “How much time 
would it take for the sergeant to get up at morn-
ing roll call and say ‘hey guys, there’s an ex-
ception when it comes to cyclists’?”

Councilman Mark Treyger (D–Coney Island) 
has been pushing to end the legal limbo caused 
by police ticketing cyclists for cellphone use with 
shaky legal backing with a law that would spe-
cifically ban texting while biking. Treyger in-
troduced the legislation last year after he said he 
saw a biker almost cream a pedestrian while gaz-
ing at his screen, and he defended the bill against 
critics in a recent Council session.

The bill has met with howls of protest from 
bike activists, who want police to focus their 
safety initiatives on motorists, or at the very 
least increase ticketing of already-outlawed 
dangerous practices like riding the wrong way. 
Both Vaccaro and McClure acknowledged that 
texting while biking is a boneheaded move, 
but the lawyer said legislators need to consider 
the potential a behavior has to harm people 
other than the risk-taker himself.

Prospect Park, and parts of Prospect Heights 
and Gowanus, blew its neighbors out of the 
water in mis-enforcement. The 76th Precinct, 
which covers Red Hook, wrote one such ticket 
in 2014, while Fort Greene and Bedford-Stuyve-
sant’s 88th Precinct and Sunset Park’s 72nd 
Precinct wrote none. The distant runner up 
in the area is the 84th Precinct, in Brooklyn 
Heights and Downtown, which issued 15 tick-
ets to bikers for cellphone use in 2014.

The high numbers in Park Slope are most 
likely the result of the precinct’s strong sup-
port of the mayor’s Vision Zero plan to re-
duce pedestrian deaths, an initiative that was 
a cornerstone of the policy of Commanding 
Officer Michael Ameri and  continued by his 
replacement  

Safety activists in the neighborhood have 
worked closely with police on Vision Zero ini-
tiatives, but have been less than pleased when 
the focus falls on bikes. One Community Board 
6 member and enthusiastic cyclist praised Di-

MEAN
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The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Talk about flower power!
Tens of thousands of nature 

lovers and Japanophiles crowded 
into Brooklyn Botanic Garden on 
April 25 and 26 for the park’s an-
nual Sakura Matsuri cherry blos-
som festival.

Revelers, who waited for up to 
an hour in long entrance lines, said 
they were excited to frolic among 
the blooming cherry blossoms, 

celebrate with friends and family, 
and watch traditional and contem-
porary Japanese performances in 
the warm spring weather. 

“This is the perfect day to come 
see the cherry blossoms,” said 
Denice Aylett of Park Slope.  “It 
is so beautiful in here.”

The entertainment included 
taiko drumming ensembles, ka-
buki dances, and samurai sword 
fighting exhibitions. The Brook-
lyn Botanic Garden also offered 

tours of its Japanese gardens and 
bonsai museum. 

Many visitors showed up in full 
Japanese regalia or costumes that 
mimicked their favorite Japanese 
comic book or video game char-
acter. One merrymaker showed up 
dressed as Morrigan Aensland, a 
character from the fantasy mon-
ster video game “Darkstalkers.” 
She wore long, blue hair, and a 
red and white cape — and said 
she felt right at home.

Flower power
Thousands fl ock to cherry blossom festival

If you have been 
ticketed for using 
your cellphone while 
riding a bike, did 
you pay it? Did you 

fight it? Let us know 
by e-mailing NHurowitz@
cnglocal.com.

TELL

US!

Doris Xu wore a traditional Japanese outfit to Sakura Matsuri..
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Mayor DeBlasio shafted Wil-
liamsburg and Greenpoint resi-
dents on green space for Earth 
Day, park activists say. 

DeBlasio touted upcoming ex-
pansions to Bushwick Inlet Park 
in his so-called “One New York” 
environmental agenda — which 
he  released  on the April 22 holi-
day — but failed to mention any-
thing about the plot of land on 

Kent Avenue that the city prom-
ised to buy and turn into a park 
a decade ago. 

Residents say they are con-
cerned that the omission means 
that the city is trying to prune back 
its pledge to buy the waterfront 
lot that currently houses a burned-
out CitiStorage facility.

“It stands out for what it does not 
say, and it is troubling, because it 
glosses over the central issue that 
we are facing,” said Adam Perl-

mutter, a Williamsburg resident 
and attorney who is helping to or-
ganize activism to convince the 
city to buy the CitiStorage plot to 
expand the park. “The adminis-
tration needs to acknowledge its 
responsibility.” 

The mayor’s plan points out that 
the city has already purchased the 
former Motiva plot and is mak-
ing payments on the Bayside Fu-
els lot, which it will take over in 
June. Those two plots will add an 

One city — minus one
area the size of about 12 football 
fields to the park, which is cur-
rently a little more than the size 
of five football fields. That will 
put the total parkland at about 22 
acres, but that is still far less than 
the full 28 acres — about 21 foot-
ball fields — the city promised 
the residents as a part of its wa-
terfront rezone. 

“It is not enough,” said Laura 
Treciokas, a Greenpoint resident. 
“The jewel is the CitiStorage lot, 
and we need that.” 

A fire  gutted  the CitiStor-
age warehouse on Kent Avenue 
in early February,  sparking re-
newed calls  for the city to buy 
the property and make good on 
its promise. 

But increased property values, 
driven by the area’s zoning-en-
abled development boom, mean 
buying the plot would be really 

expensive. At the time that the 
city made the commitment, the 
CitiStorage plot was worth about 
$30 million. A decade later, the 
value of the land is likely some-
where between $73 million and 
$100 million. But residents say 
that is too bad. 

“We will be holding the city 
to its commitment of a 28-acre 
park, which this neighborhood 
desperately needs,” said Jens 
Rasmussen, a member of com-
munity group Friends of Bush-
wick Inlet Park. 

 Activists held a rally  in front 
of City Hall in March that drew a 
capacity crowd of more than 300 
park-lovers in the middle of a work-
day, and they plan to host a march 
and party in the existing Bushwick 
Inlet Park on May 16. 

The mayor did not return a re-
quest for comment. 

Mayor DeBlasio holds up a copy of his new “One New York” 
report, which does not mention a Williamsburg park.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 S
et

h 
W

en
ig

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It is throwing riders a line. 
The Metropolitan Transportation 

Authority will add more trains to the 
L, M, and 2 lines starting in Decem-
ber, amidst surging ridership numbers. 
Straphangers say the news offers some 
light at the end of the tunnel, especially 
during the current round of  weekend 
and overnight L train closures .

“It is clear that ridership statistics 
are at an all-time high, and the MTA 

yes!
MTA to increase 
service on L, M, 2

Mayor omitted promised Williamsburg park 
from environmental agenda, residents say

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority is adding more trains to 
the L line.

needs to step up and add more trains 
so that people can get on trains when 
they need to and are not waiting on 
crowded platforms,” said Nick Sifu-
entes, deputy director of transit advo-
cacy group Riders Alliance. “We need 
all of this that we can get and they need 
the capital funding to do it.”

The authority will add seven more 
weekday round-trip services on the L 
line between 10:30 am and 2 pm. The 
additions will reduce the average wait 
time to five minutes during the pe-
riods between morning and evening 
rush hours, according to the agency. 
Weekday ridership on the L train grew 
by 4.7 percent — more than 5,600 rid-
ers — last year, according to agency 
figures.  

The M line will add one more train 
between 9 am and 9:30 am on week-
days, which should reduce the wait time 
to seven and a half minutes, while the 2 
line will add two more weeknight trips 

between 8:30 pm and 9:30 pm.
In other L train news, the authority 

has agreed to  once again  offer a free 
transfer between the G train at Broad-
way and the J or M trains at Lorimer in 
Williamsburg — but only while the L 
train is out of commission overnights 
and on weekends until May 18. The 
free transfer started April 24. 

Rider groups and pols  have long  
asked the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority to make that transfer 
permanently free, but the authority is 
still refusing to consider it, spokesman 
Kevin Ortiz confirmed. Sifuentes said 
the agency has no excuse not to slash 
the $2.75 surcharge for good.

“They should be looking at every-
thing they can do to make travel more 
convenient for riders in Brooklyn,” 
said Sifuentes. “They do not need to 
wait for capital funding to add a free 
transfer.” 
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Top cop
Newly installed Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch has Brooklyn roots. 
See story on page 6.
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Weeknight Service Changes

L
Apr 27–May 1, May 4– 8, May 11–15
Mon to Fri
11:30 PM to 5 AM

No L service between 8 Av and Lorimer St 

AFJ , M14 and free shuttle buses provide alternate service

L service operates between Rockaway Pkwy and Lorimer St only

Weekend service changes are also in effect. Visit mta.info for details.

Travel Alternatives:

J

J
A J to/from

Stay Informed

mta.info
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....

HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer 

Directed Personal Assistance Program 
allows individuals 

more control over their caregiver services
by permitting you to choose your 

own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Preach!
A group of anti-gentrifi-

cation evangelists from Wil-
liamsburg and Greenpoint are 
on a mission to warn other 
New York City communities 
about the potential evils of 
rezoning. 

The planning-policy pros-
elytizers have been visiting 
community boards in neigh-
borhoods that are facing re-
zoning akin to the one the city 
passed in the two northern 
neighborhoods a decade ago. 
That rezoning turned their 
area into an overcrowded 
playground for the rich, say 
group members, and it should 
serve as a prophecy for other 
communities in the same sit-
uation.

“We are the canary in the 
coal mine,” said Jens Ras-
mussen, a member of com-
munity group Friends of 
Bushwick Inlet Park. “We 
are telling them, ‘You want 
to know what this will look 
like? Come to Williamsburg 
and Greenpoint, and we will 
show you where our friends 
were forced out because of ris-
ing rents and where we have 
not gotten the promised job re-
tention or open space.’ ”

The group went to tes-
tify to Community Board 
5, which services East New 
York and Cypress Hills, last 
week and it plans to take its 
crusade to Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens and some neighbor-
hoods in the Bronx in the 
coming weeks.  

“We are letting them know 

that the city has a history of 
not following through with 
its promises and communi-
ties should be wary of how 
they deal with them,” said 
Williamsburg resident Janos 
Marton, who has been ar-
ranging the field trips. 

When the city rezoned 
Williamsburg and Green-
point in 2005, it went ahead 
despite the opposition of 
Community Board 1 and 
many neighborhood resi-
dents. But the anti-devel-
opment apostles say there 
are still ways their would-
be disciples can learn from 
their experiences, even if the 
rezoning passes. 

For instance, they should 
ensure the city makes good 
on any perks it promises 
residents before the rezon-

Preaching to the 
community board
Residents spread anti-rezoning gospel

ing goes ahead, said group 
member Kim Fraser. In 2005, 
 the city promised  to create a 
park the size of about 21 foot-
ball fields along the Williams-
burg and Greenpoint water-
front, in addition to allowing 
developers to build thousands 
of new apartments. The tow-
ers went up, and new residents 
came in, but locals  are still 
fighting  the city to buy more 
land and complete Bushwick 
Inlet Park, which is currently 
the size of about five foot-
ball fields. Other neighbor-
hoods should take heed, Fraser 
said.

“I told them that if they 
need anything for their com-
munities, you make them do 
that first,” she said. “None 
of this bait-and-switch that 
we got.”

Community Board 5 mem-
bers said they were grateful 
to these good Samaritans for 
spreading the word about 
their experiences. 

“I think it is great that they 
came to see us,” said district 
manager Walter Campbell. 
“People should talk to others 
about what they have gone 
through.”

The community board will 
vote on the rezoning some-
time this summer, said Camp-
bell.

Bishop Kearney High School

Summer Programs
Visit www.bishopkearneyhs.org/summer for more info.

Basketball Camp Grades 5-8
Contact: admissions@kearneyhs.org

July 6-10 (9am-1pm) $200

Cheerleading Camp Grades 7-11
Contact: jparker@kearneyhs.org

July 6-17 (Mon-Thurs 9am-4pm) $250**

Drivers Ed Must be 16 • Co Ed
The hour and a half of driving can take place 
before or after
Contact: cschmidt@kearneyhs.org

July 6 - August 12
(Mon-Wed 9:30-11am)

$475

Volleyball Camp Grades 6-8
Contact: admissions@kearneyhs.org

July 13 - 16 (9am -1pm) $175

Register 
Now!

** Discount for 7th graders  | Space is limited. Registration fees included

Katie Naplatarski, Steve Chesler, and Kim Fraser of Williamsburg and Greenpoint have been visiting other 
New York City communities to talk about their experiences with rezoning.
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 If you’re a patient at Lutheran, you already know the value of having a team who understands you. 

However, you’ll be happy to hear that Lutheran is now affiliated with NYU Langone, one of the premier academic 

medical centers in the country. At what is now NYU Lutheran, you’ll keep the high-quality personal care you’ve 

become accustomed to, and gain access to the specialty and surgical care that NYU Langone is known for. 

Visit us at lutheranhealthcare.org.

WHETHER 
YOU SAY IT IN 

CHINESE, 
 YIDDISH, 

SPANISH, ARABIC, 
RUSSIAN, 

OR ENGLISH, 
THIS IS A 

PARTNERSHIP 
WHERE 

EVERYONE 
SPEAKS 

THE SAME 
LANGUAGE.

ANNOUNCING NYU LUTHERAN. AN AFFILIATION BETWEEN 
NYU LANGONE AND LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER.

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope 

Two women got into a 
kerfuffle at a Third Avenue 
hotel on April 14, with one 
woman attacking the other 
with whatever projectiles she 
could get her hands on, ac-
cording to a report.

The fight broke out at 11:45 
pm in the hotel room between 
Union and Sackett streets, 
and led to one woman — five 
months pregnant and intox-
icated, according to her vic-
tim — violently attacking her 
victim with a cloths iron and 
a lamp, police said.

The assailant fled to parts 
unknown after the attack, ac-
cording to a report.

Gigabye
Crooks swiped a laptop 

from a Garfield Place com-
puter company on April 15, 
cops said.

The employee left a $2,358 
MacBook Pro along with a 
$69 charger on a desk in the 
business between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues, and some-
time between 9:15 am and 
noon the laptop vanished, 
according to a report.

Sorry scofflaw
A teen stole cash, a smart-

phone, and a credit card from 
a man’s parked van on Ster-
ling Place on April 16 — but 
handed it all back when the 
victim confronted him.

The victim took matters 
into his own hands when he 
witnessed the young man, 
who he estimated to be in 
his late teens, walking away 
from the van parked between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues 
shortly before 10 am, accord-
ing to a report. 

He confronted the teen and 
made him hand over the $160 
in cash, Samsung phone, and 
credit card the young scoff-
law had snatched from the 
vehicle moments before, po-
lice said.

Foiled theft
A lummox was f lum-

moxed in an attempt to steal 
a parked car on Sterling Place 
sometime between April 12 
and April 15, according to 
a report.

The doltish thief pried 
open the passenger-side door 
of the vehicle left at Sixth Av-
enue and mucked around in 
the ignition for a while before 
giving up, cops said. 

The vehicle’s owner found 
the car with a dented door and 
a damaged ignition column, 
according to police.

— Noah Hurowitz

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Sneaky shot
A hooded ruffian stole a 

teenager’s backpack and then 
threatened to kill him on Myr-
tle Avenue on April 16, cops 
reported.

The victim told police 
that he was playing basket-
ball near St. Edward’s Street 
in Fort Greene Park at 4:10 
pm when he saw an older guy 
grab his backpack and walk 
off. The victim tried to fol-
low the thief, who then threat-
ened him. 

“If you follow me I will 
kill you,” the robber said, and 
then ran off, according to the 
police report.

Anger issues 
Cops cuffed a young 

woman who they said kicked 
and spit on officers when they 
tried to arrest her for van-
dalism on Prince Street on 
April 20.

Police said that the staff of 
a shelter near Tillary Street 
called at 11:05 pm to report 
that the woman had kicked 
down the door to an office. 

worm checked out a wom-
an’s cellphone and wallet af-
ter she left them unattended 
at a Third Avenue library on 
April 22. 

The woman didn’t take 
her stuff when she went to 
the bathroom in the biblio-
theque between Ovington and 
Bay Ridge avenues in Bay 
Ridge at 3:40 pm, and when 
she returned, someone had 
taken the phone and wallet, 
police said.

Cafe con larceny
A caffeinated cretin 

copped a woman’s purse 
from a Third Avenue cof-
fee house on April 21. 

The lady left her luggage 
on a hook in the cafe between 
74th Street and Bay Ridge 
Parkway in Bay Ridge when 
she went to the loo at 4 pm, 
but when she returned 30 
minutes later, the bag was 
gone, police said.

Buggy burglar
A punk pinched clothes 

and credit cards from a parked 
car on 92nd Street between 
April 23 and 24. 

The driver left her ride be-
tween 92nd and 93rd streets 
in Bay Ridge at 11:30 pm, but 
when she returned at 4:30 am 
the next day, her stuff was 
gone, police said.

— Max Jaeger

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Pack attack
A gang of ruffians — one 

wielding a kitchen knife — 
attacked a woman and stole 
her purse on Wilson Street 
on April 23.

The victim told police that 
she between Wythe Place and 
Bedford Avenue at 12:45 am 
when she got into an argu-
ment with three women. 

One of the women slashed 
her twice on the right arm 
with a long kitchen knife 
and another grabbed her 
cellphone and purse out of 
her hands, she reported to 
police. 

The victim ran away and 
called police and then walked 
into the emergency room at 
Woodhull Medical Center, 
according to the police re-
port. 

Say cheese
Police arrested a teenager 

who they say agreed to take 
his friend’s photograph on 
the L train on April 24, but 
then ran off with the kid’s 
phone at the Morgan Ave-
nue stop.

The 15-year-old victim 
told police that he was on 
the L train at 4 pm when he 
handed his phone to a class-
mate to take a picture of him 
and his friends. 

The classmate snapped 
the photo and then jumped 
off the train at the stop near 
Harrison Place, according to 
the police report. 

Police said they tracked 
the 15-year-old kid down at 
his high school and charged 
him with robbery and grand 
larceny.

Deli drama
A man was arrested for 

allegedly beating a guy and 
busting his jaw in a Hum-
boldt Street deli on April 
17, police reported.

The victim told police that 
he walked into the corner 
store near Varet Street at 
9:20 pm when a guy he knew 
followed him in and punched 
him several times in the left 
side of his jaw, according to 
a police report.

The victim’s jaw swelled 
up and he is now unable to 
open his mouth and speaks 
with a slur, according to the 
police report. 

Police arrested the al-
leged attacker and charged 
him with assault.

Pocket purloin
Someone stole a wad of 

cash out of a man’s pants 
in his room at a S. Sec-
ond Street rehab clinic on 
April 16.

The victim told police 
that he had $2,300 in the 
pocket of a pair of pants in 
a dresser drawer at the cen-
ter between Driggs Avenue 
and Roebling Street. 

He went for breakfast at 
8:15 am, and when he came 
back five minutes later he 
found the cash gone, cops 
reported.  

The victim told police that 
his roommate acted suspi-
ciously and asked him to go 
get a cigarette to lure him 
out of the room. 

Starting young
Police arrested a 12-year-

old who they say grabbed 
a cellphone out of a wom-
an’s hand on an L train at 
the Morgan Avenue stop on 
April 21.

The victim told police that 
she was standing on the plat-
form at the stop near Harri-
son Place at 2 pm when the 
child grabbed the phone out 
of her hand and ran out of 
the subway station. 

The victim chased after 
the kid and was able to f lag 
down a police officer. 

The officer arrested the 
young man and charged with 
grand larceny, according to 
the police report.

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Bad sport
An angry employee re-

sponded to a coworker’s in-
nocent prank by knifing him 
in the forehead on Meeker 
Avenue on April 23, police 
reported.

The victim told police that 
he was backing a truck into 
the lot where he works at 
5:05 pm when he decided to 
give  his colleague a fright 
by honking the horn. 

The startled workmate re-
sponded by pulling out of 
pocket knife and cutting the 
victim on the left side of his 
forehead, according to the 
police report. 

The alleged attacker then 
got into his silver 2004 
Lexus and drove away.

— Danielle Furfaro

$99
for Exam, Xrays and Cleaning

$1,000 OFF
Invisalign treatment

$250
for in-offi ce and take-home
bleaching combo

Ask about our in-offi ce insurance plan

380 Union Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11211
(347) 687-4537

MetropolitanDentalArts.com

All new patients get

FREE
whitening kit

Women attack each other in hotel squabble
 POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops are on the hunt 
for four men in connec-
tion with an early morning 
Williamsburg murder.

Police say the four men 
were all involved in the 
shooting death of 33-year-
old Tyrone Woods, who 
was killed with a gunshot 
wound to the head and face 

at 12:57 am on April 27 on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and S. Ninth Street. 
Woods lived just around 
the corner at Berry and S. 
10th streets.  

The cops responded 
to the call to find Woods 
laying in the street. Emer-
gency personnel pro-
nounced him dead at the 
scene. 

Cops hunt four 
W’burg killers 

When police showed up to 
arrest her, the woman kicked 
at and spit on two officers, 
according to the police re-
port. They arrested her and 
charged her with felony as-
sault.

Self-service
Someone shot a man while 

he was driving on Claremont 
Avenue on April 21.

The victim told police that 
he was near Fulton Street at 
5:14 pm when someone sud-
denly shot him in the upper 
thigh. 

The victim then drove him-
self to Brooklyn Hospital. He 
refused to give police much 
information about the shoot-
ing, cops reported. 

— Danielle Furfaro

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Agates a-gone
A jabroni jacked hundreds 

of thousands of dollars in jew-
elry from a 99th Street resi-
dence while the homeowner 
was away from April 18 to 
April 22. 

The intruder snuck into 
the home between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Bay Ridge 
through a rear window and 
took $3,000 in cash and an-
other $212,000 in jewelry, 
police said.

Checked out
An opportunistic book-

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

FOLLOW 
US ON 

TWITTER
twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500May 1–7, 2015 AWP  5

Planned Service Changes

Q
May 4 – 8, May 11 – 15
Mon to Fri
10 PM to 5 AM
 
No trains between Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr and Prospect Park
 

r Free shuttle buses provide alternate service
 

Q  service operates in two sections:
1. Between 57 St-7 Av and Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr.
2. Between Stillwell Av and Prospect Park.
* Note: 10:30 PM to 11:30 PM Q trains skip DeKalb Av in both directions.

Travel Alternatives:
r

D (

Stay Informed
mta.info
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New Boutique by Esther Fortunoff
1504 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, WESTBURY, NY 11590 
Next to P.F. Chang’s, east end of The Mall at The Source

Fortunoff Jewelry is Back.

Bring in this ad for a special discount offer.

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary 
of Mount Sinai is in 

Brooklyn
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai, 

nationally recognized for specialist eye, ear, 

nose and throat care, has four satellite 

Brooklyn offices providing the highest quality 

ophthalmologic, ear, nose and throat and plastic 

and reconstructive surgery services. 

Learn more about 
New York Eye and Ear 
Infi rmary of Mount Sinai at 
www.nyee.edu 

310 East 14th Street 
New York, NY 10003
212-979-4000

Sheepshead Bay (S)  

2560 Ocean Avenue
718-646-1234

Williamsburg (W)

101 Broadway 
Suite 201
718-384-6933

Bay Ridge (B)   
9020 5th Avenue, 3rd Fl. 
718-333-5120

Midwood (M)  

1630 East 15th Street
Suite 203
718-375-6933

Ophthalmology

General Ophthalmology 
(B,M,W)

Diseases of the Retina 
(B,M,W)

Vitreo-Retinal Surgery 
(B,M,W)

Cornea and External 
Disease (B,M,W)

Cataract Surgery (B,M,W)

Pediatric Ophthalmology 
and Strabismus (B,M,W)

Ocular Trauma (B,M,W)

LASIK Consult (B,M)

Ocular Immunology                    
and Uveitis (M)

Oculoplastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery 
(B,M,W)

Glaucoma (B,M,W)

Ear-Nose-Throat           

General Otolaryngology 
(B,M,S)

Pediatric Otolaryngology 
(W)

Cancer and Non-Cancer 
Head and Neck Conditions 
(B,S)

Otology (B)

Allergy (B,W)

Balloon Sinuplasty (W,S)

Plastic Surgery 

Aesthetic Plastic  Surgery 
(B,S)

Facial Plastic Surgery (S)

Injectables, Fillers 
and Tattoo Removal (B,S)

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Lynch has clinched it!
The United States Sen-

ate last Thursday confirmed 
Loretta Lynch, Brooklyn’s 
top federal law-enforce-
ment official, as attorney 
general. Lynch will be the 
nation’s first African-Amer-
ican woman to serve in the 
post.

Elected officials in Lynch’s 
home district welcomed the 
confirmation with a flood of 
happy statements.

“She’s an extraordinary 
prosecutor, possesses great 
integrity and will be relent-
less in protecting the inter-
ests of the American peo-
ple,” said District Attorney 
Ken Thompson, who previ-
ously served with Lynch in 
the United States Attorney’s 
office. 

“I have no doubt that Lo-
retta will serve our nation 
with honor and distinction. 
As the first-ever African 
American woman to serve 
as attorney general, this is 
also a proud moment in our 
country’s history.”

Lawmakers approved 
Lynch, the current United 
States attorney for the East-
ern District of New York, in 
a 56–43 vote, to replace pre-
vious Attorney General Eric 
Holder.

President Obama  nomi-
nated Lynch in November , 
but the confirmation process 
dragged on far longer than 
usual — in part because 
many Republicans objected 

From Brooklyn to national
Senate confi rms Loretta Lynch as attorney general

to her support of Obama’s 
immigrat ion policies, 
 according to a New York 
Times report . 

Senate majority leader 
Mitch McConnell (R–Ken-
tucky) also refused to hold 
the confirmation vote while 
the Senate was at loggerheads 
for weeks over an unrelated 
human trafficking bill. Sen-
ators finally passed the bill 
last Wednesday.

Lynch has served two 
stints as top prosecutor for 

the Eastern District of New 
York, first under the Clinton 
administration from 1999 to 
2001 and again from 2010 
through today. 

She worked at a private 
law firm during the Bush Ad-
ministration in between the 
two gigs.

Lynch’s fans have cham-
pioned her for holding law 
enforcement and public of-
ficials to account, citing her 
role in the civil rights pros-
ecution of the NYPD offi-

cers responsible for tortur-
ing Haitian immigrant Abner 
Louima in the 70th Precinct 
station house in 1997 and the 
subsequent cover-up. 

More recently, Lynch tack-
led several  high-profile ter-
rorism cases  and made a point 
of pursuing crooked politi-
cians  including tax cheat and 
former congressman Michael 
Grimm , who resigned in Jan-
uary after pleading guilty to 
Lynch’s charge of federal tax 
evasion.

Newly installed attorney general — and former top federal prosecutor in 
Brooklyn — Loretta Lynch gets a round of applause from Vice President Joe 
Biden after he administered her oath of office on April 27, following her confir-
mation by the Republican-controlled Senate.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops are searching for a 
creep who allegedly followed 
a woman into her Williams-
burg apartment building, 
grabbed her buttocks, and 
ran off. 

Police said the man shad-
owed the woman into her 
apartment building at about 

noon on April 18. He then got 
into the elevator and waited 
for her as she checked her mail 
before striking up a conver-
sation with her. 

When she went to leave 
the building after checking 
her mail, he followed her 
out, grabbed her butt, and 
ran off. 

Police collected surveil-
lance photos and videos of 

the suspect, who they describe 
as a bald man who is about 
5-foot-10 and weighs about 
170 pounds. 

Law enforcement officials 
ask people with information 
about the man’s identity to 
call (800) 577–8477, submit 
tips at www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com, or text-message 
them to 274637, then enter 
“TIP577.” 

Police: Groper on the run

Police say this man fol-
lowed a woman into her 
Williamsburg building.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It is a tour of snooty! 
An activist group is hop-

ing to recruit new members 
with a walking tour of gentri-
fication and development in 
Williamsburg on May 2. The 
two-hour trek along the neigh-
borhood’s waterfront and sur-
rounding streets will highlight 
the area’s changing face and 
will hopefully inspire partici-
pants to fight for a future vis-
age that features more green 
space and fewer condomini-
ums, said an organizer.

“We are hoping that long-
term residents can become 
aware of the history so they 
can feel engaged and work to 
protect it,” said Rita Pasarell, 
board chair of Neighbors Al-
lied for Good Growth, which 
is sponsoring the free expe-
ditions.

The tour steps off near 
Bushwick Inlet Park, where 
the guides will explain how 

Students lead gentrifi cation walking tour of W’burg
ers to build towering luxury 
apartment buildings along the 
waterfront. Neighbors Allied 
for Good Growth said it is hop-
ing to draft residents from the 
walking tour’s ranks in the 
fight to finally get the city 
to purchase the lot.

“The most important thing 
we can do is get people in-
formed so they can pass it on 
and get their neighbors in-
formed,” said Pasarell.

The guides will also shep-
herd their charges to luxury 
lodging the Wythe Hotel on 
Wythe Avenue and N. 11th 
Street,  which used to be a bar-
rel making factory , and the 
now bougie-boutique-laden 
Bedford Avenue, which was 
once a working-class area.

But it isn’t all hipster hor-
ror stories. The docents of de-
velopment will also take par-
ticipants to East River Park, 
where they will note that the 
area was once a huge trash 
lot. The idea is to explain 
how change and develop-
ment — both good and bad 
— comes about, said one of 
the guides.

“We try to give them a basic 
historical overview and point 
out the economic and polit-
ical processes that are tak-
ing place,” said guide Julia 
Borowicz.

Borowicz and her co-guide 
Larissa Begault, who are both 
graduate students at Parsons 
School of Design Strategies, 
have been leading the tours 
throughout April, and the 
May 2 jaunt will be the final 
leg. In May, Neighbors Allied 
for Good Growth will start a 
new series focused on industrial 
buildings in Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint and how their toxic 
histories still impact residents 
today, including strolls to  a ra-
dioactive waste station  and the 
so-called “Roebling Oil Field” 
at Roebling Street and N. 11th 
Street,  where oil has oozed from 
the ground as recently as 2007 . 
As with the development tours, 
the goal is to inspire locals to 
fight for a cleaner, greener 
future for the neighborhoods, 
not to bum them out, the tour’s 
guide said.

“I am trying to engage peo-
ple in the history and not just 
scare them,” said Jennie Romer, 
who is working on a map of all 
the toxic hotspots in Williams-
burg and Greenpoint. 

Walking Workshop tour 
starting at the Neighbors 
Allied for Good Growth 
office (110 Kent St. at N. 
Eighth Street in Williams-
burg, www.nag-brooklyn.
org]. May 2 at 1 pm. Free, 
but RSVP at walking.work-
shops@gmail.com. 

local activists have been push-
ing the city to make good on 
its decade-old pledge to buy a 
neighboring plot and super-
size the parkland. The city 

promised to buy the land — 
 which was the site of a huge 
warehouse fire earlier this 
year  — as part of  a 2005 re-
zoning  that allowed develop-

Front lines of change

Grad students and tour guides Larissa Begault and 
Julia Borowicz are using a walking tour to teach resi-
dents about the history of development and public 
spaces in Williamsburg.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Pols and community lead-
ers are calling for an end to vi-
olence in Flatbush after gun-
men killed two and wounded 
four others after a funeral on 
Monday night.

Borough President Ad-
ams, Councilmen Jumaane 
Williams (D–Flatbush), Ma-
thieu Eugene (D–Kensington), 
and local leaders gathered on 

Tuesday morning to call for 
peace near the spot where po-
lice said unidentified assail-
ants killed Michael Murphy, 
44, of Queens and Bronx resi-
dent Sharieff Clayton, 40.

“It’s appalling that some-
one could go to a funeral and 
this tragedy happen. A funeral 
should not spawn additional 
funerals,” Williams said. “We 
must finally address this insan-
ity. We cannot treat these tragic 

incidents as the norm.”
The shootings took place 

outside Emmanuel Church of 
God on Flatbush Avenue be-
tween E. 26th Street and Fos-
ter Avenue shortly before 8:30 
pm on April 27, police said. 

When cops arrived at the 
scene, they found six peo-
ple suffering from gunshot 
wounds. Murphy and Clay-
ton were transported to Kings 
County Hospital Center with 

Call for peace
Pols plead after deadly funeral shooting

torso wounds, and both were 
pronounced dead at the hos-
pital, a report said. 

Cops found two women and 
one man outside the church. 
The victims were brought to 
area hospitals and are all in 
stable condition, police said. 
Authorities also found another 
man nearby with a gunshot 
wound to the torso who is 
in stable condition at Kings 
County Hospital, according 
to police.

The shooting appears to 
have been the result of a de-
cades-long dispute between 
people attending the funeral, 
including one of the dead men, 
Williams said.

Police had not made any 
arrests as of press time.

Did you know regular 
mattresses contain toxic flame 
retardants that are known 
carcinogens? Our mattresses 
are made with organic cotton, 
wool, all-natural rubber. No 
PBDEs. No petrochemicals. 
And we have the certifications 
to prove it.

Sleep healthy.
Sleep better.
Stay well.
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Summer
session

L I U  b r o o k l y n

M a k e  y o u r 
S u m m e r  C o u n t

Summer is the perfect time to get ahead or 
catch up on courses that you need to graduate. 
Earn 3 credits in 6 weeks at LIU Brooklyn and 
choose from more than 600 courses.

Day and evening classes are offered and  
courses are open to current LIU Brooklyn  
students, new students, as well as visiting  
students from other colleges and universities.

Classes are small and tutoring is available. 
Review summer course offerings at  
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer and register today!

Summer 1:
May 18–June 29

Summer 2:
July 6–August 16

For more information, visit 
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer

Helping Brooklyn Th rive
718-246-8614  •  nym.org

EXCEPT IONAL

The Stroke Center at New York Methodist 
Hospital is one of the few facilities with   

the latest technology to treat and reverse strokes. 
Our highly trained neurosurgeons are capable 
of reversing stroke eff ects up to twelve hours 
from the onset of symptoms, often leading to 
prevention of permanent damage. Th e center 
also provides a full range of stroke recovery 
treatments and rehabilitation programs.

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

They are still alive and 
kicking — even if their hos-
pital is not.

Supporters of Long Is-
land College Hospital staged 
a rally outside a Downtown 
courthouse last Thursday in 
a last-ditch effort to try to 
save the hospital before the 
building’s sale was scheduled 
to close on April 30.

Opponents of the hospi-
tal’s impending conversion 
into fancy condominiums 
crowded outside the appel-
late court in an attempt to get 
judges to hear a last-minute 
court case against the sale of 
the building. 

The situation is literally 
a matter of life and death, 
said one activist.

“This is just evil,” said Jon 
Berall, a doctor and Brooklyn 
Heights resident. “People are 
going to die so that luxury 

Last-ditch for LICH!
Activists hold rally to stave off impending sale

Residents and doctors show their support for the shuttered Long Island Col-
lege Hospital outside the appellate court building on April 23.
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condos can be built.”
Attorney General Eric 

Schneiderman and Comp-

troller Thomas DiNapoli  ap-
proved the sale of the medical 
campus on Oct. 28 , paving the 

way for the campus’s conver-
sion by real estate firm For-
tis Property Group.

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

The robots are coming!
Students at New York Uni-

versity Polytechnic School of 
Engineering showed off their 
tech-whiz know-how at an ex-
position of the top innovation 
coming out of the institute on 
April 24. 

There was no obvious plan 
for world domination on dis-
play at the exposition, but at 
least one research team took 
steps to make their three-di-
mensional robotic creation 
more palatable to the top of 
the earth’s food chain.

“Our puppet was really ugly, 
so we needed to make it more 
humanoid,” said Anthony Brill, 
a first-year graduate student in 
mechanical engineering who 
had rigged up a robotic, app-
controlled marionette puppet 
to look like Spider-Man.

Robots takeover Downtown
Graduate students at Polytech show off innovations

In a more sinister corner 
of the expo lurked Ceasar the 
Robot, a robotic bust pro-
grammed to imitate facial ex-
pressions of human emotion, 
an artificial intelligence de-
velopment that can only have 
grave implications for the fu-

ture of the human race.
We here at this paper pride 

ourselves on adaptability, and 
seeing the writing on the wall, 
we resolve to do our part to 
welcome our new robot over-
lords and ease their transition 
into power.

Caesar the robot, which 
mimics people’s facial 
expressions, was on dis-
play at New York Univer-
sity Polytechnic School 
of Engineering Research 
Expo on April 24.

Christopher Iskander watches a demonstration of 
an app-controlled marionette puppet.
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Re-play ball
Why reenact the Civil War when you can re-

enact a Civil War-era baseball game?
Three teams of history-loving hitters will take 

to the field at Washington Park in Park Slope 
on May 2 to play baseball as it was played dur-

ing the war. The com-
petitors may be toting 
wooden bats instead of 
rifles, but in many ways, 
their role-playing is more 
realistic than that of their 
military counterparts, 
said an organizer.

“If the Civil War reen-
actors did what we did, 
they’d be using real bul-

lets, because we’re playing a real game, they’re not,” 
said Brad Shaw, a baseball historian and executive 
director of the Flemington Neshanock, which will 
take on the New York Gothams and the Bog Iron 
Boys for four hours of play at the park. “They’re 
just reenacting. We’re actually recreating the game 
as it would have been played in 1864.”

There are a several important differences 
between 19th-century baseball and the Major 
League Baseball games we see today, Shaw said. 
First, the old-school uniforms — think “Gangs 
of New York”-style knickers and bibs. Players 
also do not wear gloves, as they did not come 
into regular use until the 1880s. Pitchers can 
only throw underhand, and batters can’t over-
run first base — they have to slide in.

The bats and balls are also slightly different, 
Shaw explained — the bats are a bit longer and 
thicker, and the balls are about a half an inch 
larger than today’s regulation baseballs. 

Shaw estimates there are about 300 teams play-
ing 19th-century-style baseball around the coun-
try. Neshanock plays about 20 different teams 
from around east coast each year, he said

Shaw said he doesn’t even have to play to 
have fun — he just enjoys educating onlookers 
about the history of the sport. And the location 
of this weekend’s game is of particular histor-
ical significance — Washington Park was the 
first home of the Brooklyn Dodgers. Shaw said 
he hopes spectators will see that you don’t need 
replica muskets to have fun with history.

“For some reason people always embrace wars. 
They embrace the Civil War, the Revolutionary 
War,” he said. “I’m trying to get them to embrace 
something different, that’s not people shooting 
at each other, but rather, something people did 
for enjoyment and for fun.”

Reenactor Baseball at Washington Park 
[Third Street between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–3195, www.theold-
stonehouse.org]. May 2 from 1–5 pm. Free. 
 — Claire McCartney

S P O R T S

Author selfies are the new author signings.
May 2 is Independent Bookstore Day, and Fort 

Greene’s Greenlight Bookstore is celebrating by 
setting up a photobooth where lit lovers can pose 
with their favorite local author. The concept is a 
snapshot of what makes the neighborhood’s liter-
ary scene so unique, said 
the store’s owner.

“We know that every 
bookstore is highlight-
ing what’s special about 
their store and their com-
munity, and here in Fort 
Greene we’re lucky that 
what we have in abun-
dance is great local au-
thors!” said Greenlight 
co-owner Jessica Bagnulo. “Rather than having 
a formal reading or talk, which slows down the 
party atmosphere, we wanted to have an infor-
mal way for customers to encounter these great 
authors, and for everyone to have fun.”

The bookstore has confirmed eight authors 
for half-hour slots in the booth, including Lev 
Grossman, author of “The Magicians,” and Buzz-
Feed literary editor Saeed Jones. 

In addition to the photobooth, the store will also 
be selling some special products that will only be 
available on May 2, including prints and box sets. 
And in the evening, it will throw a cocktail party, 
featuring Michael July — author of “Afros: A Cel-
ebration of Natural Nair” — as disc jockey.

Bagnulo said Independent Bookstore Day, which 
started in California and is expanding nationwide 
this year, is a chance for neighborhoods to cele-
brate locally-owned literary emporiums, which 
are flourishing despite the rise of e-books. 

“It’s a great moment for independent book-
stores,” she said. “The number of stores has 
grown by 20 percent in the last five years, as 
people are returning to those places where they 
can have a human-scale experience — a meet-
ing with a beloved author, a conversation with 
a fellow reader, an encounter with a neighbor, 
a story time or a book club or just a beautiful 
place to spend an hour or two.”

Independent Bookstore Day at Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. at South Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, www.
greenlightbookstore.com]. May 2 at 10 am–10 
pm. Free.  — Claire McCartney

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

T
alk about being out of 
your depth!

A Gowanus film-
maker will show off the first 
three-dimensional movie he 
ever made on May 16 as a part 
of an upcoming 3-D movie se-
ries at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music. The director said he 
had no idea what he was do-
ing when he made the short 
back in 2002 — but somehow 
it all came together.

“I made it on a lark with-
out any training,” said Ben 
Coonley, who now teaches 
a course on 3-D film at Bard 
College. “I showed it to a cou-
ple dozen people in a park-
ing lot, and now it will play 
for hundreds.”

Coonley made his movie, 
“3-D Trick Pony,” as part of a 
series of films where he used 
a talking mechanical hobby horse as a ven-
triloquist dummy. In the film, Coonley and 
his talking horse discuss Russian filmmaker 
Lev Vladimirovich Kuleshov and his “Kule-
shov Effect,” an editing technique that is of-
ten taught in film school, he said. 

“I was into films that gave some kind 
of workshop-style lesson on an esoteric 

topic,” Coonley said. 
Filmmakers traditionally created three-

dimensional films by layering two images 
on top of each other. The viewer then dons 
a pair of glasses with one red lens and one 
blue lens, so that each eye catches the light 
from the moving image differently, making 
it seem like the picture is coming out of the 

screen. Coonley said he managed to fudge 
this effect by using two standard defini-
tion video cameras side by side. 

But modern Hollywood 3–D films use 
more sophisticated technology, which is too 
fancy for old-school cardboard glasses made 
with blue and red cellophane, so the the-
ater will have two different styles of specs 

on hand for different films. 
Major films in the festival, 
which runs May 1–17, will 
include “Avatar,” “Gravity,” 
and “Coraline.” 

Coonley’s film will play 
right before a screening of 
“Jackass 3D.”

“Thus will be the only time 
in my life that I will get to 
show a movie right before 
‘Jackass,’ which is a wonder-
ful honor and also totally ter-

rifying,” said Coonley. 
“3-D Trick Pony” at the Brooklyn Acad-

emy of Music, BAM Rose Cinemas [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.bam.org]. 
May 16 at 2 pm and 7 pm. $14. The “3–D 
in the 21st Century” series runs May 1–May 
17 at various times.

Snap chats!
B O O KS

Busy Coney Island 

BAR & GRILL
is Now Hiring 

Bartenders
and

Servers
Send your Resume to 

cibkhiring2015@gmail.com

FOLLOW 
OUR 
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Off the wall!
Brooklyn Academy of Music screens 3-D fi lm fest
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School of hard Knox-
ville: See dude-bros per-
form dangerous stunts in 
three dimensions when 
the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music screens “Jack-
ass 3D.” (Pictured left) 
These hands from the 
2009 animated feature 
“Coraline” are going to  
jump off the screen and 
slap you in the face.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 1

Walkabout
The Municipal Art 
Society of New York’s 
annual weekend of 
free, guided walks 
around the city — 
dubbed Jane’s Walk — 
is back May 1–3, and 
includes plenty of 
strolls you can take 
around Brooklyn, with 
themes including 
murals in Gowanus 
and brewing history in 
Bushwick. Today, there 
will be two tours of 
development in beau-
tiful Downtown.

1 pm and 3 pm at 
Willoughby Plaza (corner 
Adams and Willoughby 
streets Downtown, www.
mas.org/janeswalk). Free.

SATURDAY
May 2

Butts, butts 
Brooklyn has seen 
some weird burlesque 
show themes —  the 
Beatles ,  the mafia , 
 Marina Abramovic  — 
but this one is right up 
there. Coney Island 
USA’s Burlesque at the 
Beach will host a 
“Bob’s Burgers” 
themed burlesque 
night, where the 
whole Belcher family 
will get their kit off. 

10 pm at Coney Island 
USA [1208 Surf Ave. at the 
corner of W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 372–
5159, www.coneyisland.
com]. $15.

SUNDAY
May 3

Vinyl 
destination
Radio station WFMU 
is bringing its famed 
record fair to Brook-
lyn for the first time 
from March 1–3, 
when dozens of deal-
ers will sling their fin-
est and weirdest 
vinyls at the Brooklyn 
Expo Center. There 
will also be live 
broadcasts, film 
screenings, and live 
musical perfor-
mances.

10 am–7 pm at Brooklyn 
Expo Center [79 Franklin 
St. between Oak and 
Noble streets in 
Greenpoint, (631) 940–
7290, www.wfmu.org]. $7.

WEDNESDAY
May 6

Meaty 
questions
Talk about food for 
thought. Science-
minded bar speaking 
series the Empiricist 
League is hosting a 
night of talks about 
the future of food. 
Should we eat bugs? 
Can genetically mod-
ified organisms save 
the planet? And is 
lab-grown meat less 
disgusting than it 
sounds? Food futur-
ists will tackle these 
questions and more 
at Union Hall. 

8 pm at Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400, 
www.unionhallny.com]. 
$10–$12.

THURSDAY
May 7

Text rap
 Greenpoint-by-way-
of-Queens rapper 
Awkwafina  is releas-
ing a book called 
“Awkwafina’s NYC,” 
in which she guides 
readers on “walking 
tour adventures that 
you don’t need a 
trust fund to enjoy.” 
Awkwafina will launch 
the book with a party 
that promises a per-
formance, signings, 
and special guests.

7 pm at Baby’s All Right 
[146 Broadway at Bedford 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800, www.
babysallright.com]. $13–
$15.
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FRI, MAY 1
ART, “BEING AND NOTHINGNESS”: 

Featuring work by painter and il-
lustrator Deth P. Sun. Free. Noon–7 
pm. Grumpy Bert [82 Bond St. be-
tween Atlantic Avenue and State 
Street in Boerum Hill, (347) 855–
4849], www.grumpybert.com. 

ART, “REPUBLIC OF DUST”: A solo ex-
hibition of new photographs by art-
ist Sasha Bezzubov, featuring land-
scapes and portraits of foreigners 
and locals who coexist in the threat-
ened environment of the Republic 
of Gabon’s rainforest region. Free. 1 
pm – 6pm. Front Room Gallery [147 
Roebling St. Brooklyn, NY 11211 in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–2556], www.
frontroom.org. 

MUSIC, BLACK ROOTS MUSIC AND 
ALL THAT JAZZ: Vienna Carroll and 
Friends: $10. 7 pm. Living Room 
Lounge [245 23rd St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
499–1505], www.myspace.com/livin-
groombrooklyn. 

MUSIC, MC FRONTALOT, SCHAFFER 
THE DARKLORD, DUALCORE: $12. 
8 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “THE BELLAGIO FOUN-
TAIN HAS BEEN KNOWN TO 
MAKE ME CRY”: Concrete Temple 
Theatre presents the world premiere 
of “The Bellagio Fountain has been 
known to Make Me Cry,” a play fol-
lowing the stories of two women 
and the water around them, explor-
ing themes of conservation and 
regeneration. $18. 8 pm. Studio 301 
at English Kills [301 Ten Eyck St. be-
tween Waterbury and Bogart streets 
in Williamsburg, (646) 234–0399], 
www.concretetempletheatre.com. 

MUSIC, FOUR TET, FLOATING 
POINTS: $20–$30. 10 pm. Sugar Hill 
Disco (609 Dekalb Ave. at Nostrand 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyvesant), tick-
etf.ly/1HMMF4K. 

SAT, MAY 2
“CHANTS FOR PEACE, CHANCE FOR 

PEACE”: A new twist on the may-
pole dance, participants create and 
fl y ribbons inscribed with messages 
of peace and hope in the tradition of 
Buddhist prayer fl ags. Free. 11 am–2 

pm. Grand Army Plaza (Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue and Pros-
pect Park West in Park Slope). 

“AN INSALUBRIOUS VALLEY”: A walk 
along Greenpoint’s Newtown Creek 
and its tributaries with Newtown 
Creek Alliance Historian Mitch Wax-
man. $15. 2:30 pm. Studio 301 at 
English Kills [301 Ten Eyck St. be-
tween Waterbury and Bogart streets 
in Williamsburg, (646) 234–0399], 
ConcreteTempleTheatre.com. 

MUSIC, LISA GUTKIN WITH WILL 
HOLSHOUSER: $15 ($12 advance). 
7:30 pm. The Living Room [134 
Metropolitan Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 782–6600]. 

MUSIC, ROBERT RUTLEDGE: Tribute 
to Lee Morgan. $25 ($20 advance). 
9 and 10:30 pm. Sistas’ Place Coffee 
House [456 Nostrand Ave. at Jeffer-
son Avenue in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 398–1766], www.sistasplace.
org. 

INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE DAY 
AFTERPARTY: Powerhouse Arena 
hosts the offi cial Independent Book-
store Day afterparty, with drinks and 
music. Free. 9––11:30 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

READING, INDEPENDENT BOOK-
STORE DAY: Celebrate the fi rst ever 
Independent Bookstore Day with 
book clubs and a happy hour t 5 pm. 
Free. Noon–5 pm. Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. between Milton 
and Noble streets in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096], www.wordbrook-
lyn.com. 

TOUCH-A-TRUCK: Kids can climb in-
side and explore over 25 different 
working trucks and vehicles, includ-
ing an FDNY fi re engine, garbage 
truck, ambulance, NYPD car, tow 
truck, and more. Plus arts and crafts, 
a DJ, food trucks, bouncy houses, 
and face painting. $8. Noon–5 pm. 

See 9 DAYS on page 11

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

MON, MAY 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. AT-

LANTA HAWKS: Playoffs round 
one, home game three. Time and 
price TBD.

TUE, MAY 26
MUSIC, THE WHO: $49.50–$154.50. 

7:30 pm.

SUN, MAY 31
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: $65–$85. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 6
SPORTS, MIGUEL COTTO VS. 

DANIEL GEALE: Boxing. $32–
$507. 6 pm.

SAT, JUNE 13
MUSIC, RMM COMBINACION 

PERFECTA ANNIVERSARY 
SALSA CONCERT: Featruing 
Oscar D’Leon, Tito Nieves, La 
India, Ismael Miranda, and oth-
ers. $70.50–$305.50. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

For More Information, 
Call Stephanie Stellaccio

718-260-2578
sstellaccio@cnglocal.com

Celebrate Brooklyn’s 
Women of Distinction

Jean P. Alexander
Linda Allegretti
Gina Argano
Sharon Content
Dr. Laura D’Onofrio
Sanna Ezri
Jacqueline Florio
Debra Friedman
Dr. Karen Gould

Dari Litchman
Irene LoRe
Dr. K. Aletha Maybank
Denise McCLean
Laura McKenna
Ericka Medina
Joan Millman
Rev. Diana Nelson
Marianne Nicolosi

Maureen O’Malley-
Byrnes

Diana Rafailova
Shelley Della Rocca
Theresa Scavo
Malika Shagaraeva
Sylvia Uziel
Limor Ziarno

HONOREES

Honor her 
with your message 

in Courier Life’s 
special issue published 

May 29, 2015
Deadline 

on Tuesday May 19, 2015

FULL PAGE
HALF PAGE (H)
HALF PAGE (V)

$1,800
$990
$990

8.75” x11.5”
8.75” x 5.6875” 
4.3” x 11.5”

QUARTER PAGE
EIGHTH PAGE
TWELFTH PAGE

$575
$300
$150

4.3” x 5.6875”
4.3” x 2.78”
2.83” x 2.78”

AD RATES & DIMENSIONS

Gala Dinner 
& Award Ceremony

Wednesday, June 10

Join Us!

$100/person
8015/23 13th Ave.,Dyker Heights, NY

Our Keynote Speaker
Ophira Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg is a standup 
comic, writer, and host of NPR’s 
hit trivia comedy show, Ask Me 
Another. She has appeared on 
The Late Late Show, The Today 
Show, Comedy Central, & VH-1.

Air time: Can the Nets soar over the Hawks in the playoffs? 
Find out May 1 at Barclays Center.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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“So happy we tried Faros!” 
“The service was friendly and accommodating; the atmosphere
was clean and open;Most of all, the food was PHENOMENAL!”

— Yelp reviewer

Mother’s Day Menu 
Appetizers (choice of)

PIKILIA
Homemade spreads of Tirokafteri, Eggplant Puree, Carpe Roe Mousse and Hummus

MAROULI
Hearts of Baby Romaine, Scallions, Crumbled Feta, Dill Dressing

HORIATIKI
Vine Tomatoes, Feta, Cucumber, Red Onions, Peppers, Greek Olives,  

Oregano and Extra Virgin Olive Oil

SPANAKOPITA
Spinach Pie with Feta, Onions, Scallions and Housemade Filo Crust

KEFTEDAKIA
Tender Meatballs served with tomato sauce and chopped feta cheese

Kiria Piata (choice of)
ARNI KLEFTIKO

Braised Lamb Shank with Wine, Lemon, Garlic, served with Roasted Potatoes

HIRINI BRIZOLA
Grilled Pork Chops with Spinach Rice 

SOLOMOS
Shrimps with Ouzo, Tomato and touch of Cream over Linguini

SPITIKOS MOUSAKAS
Clay Pot Baked Dish with Layers of Potatoes, Eggplant, Zucchini,  

Cinnamon Spiced Ground Sirloin and Yogurt Béchamel Sauce

MOUSAKAS LAHANIKON
Layers of Potato with Eggplant, Zucchini and Béchamel Sauce

PASTICHIO
Clay Pot Baked Dish with Layers of Pasta, Ground Sirloin and Yogurt Béchamel Sauce

Dessert (choice of)
BAKLAVA, KARIDOPITA, GALAKTOBUREKO

Happy Mother’s Day
SUNDAY, MAY 10TH

$50 per person
complimentary glass of wine

84 7 th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718-623-2767
www.farosny.com

Word’s pick
“Safari Honeymoon” 

by Jesse Jacobs: Things 
you may expect to experi-
ence while out safari honey-
mooning: flora, fauna, musket 
blasts, bare thighs, fine cheeses. 
Things you may not expect: an-
thropomorphic trees speaking 
in koans, being punched in the 
mouth by your hired guide. “Sa-
fari Honeymoon” has it all. Ja-
cobs’s graphic novel tracks a 
pair of newlyweds through a 
world of greens as they encoun-
ter a beautiful but dangerous 
other world, one that demands 
respect and doesn’t hesitate to 
punish the arrogant.

— Chad Felix, Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight’s pick
“The Argonauts” by 

Maggie Nelson: I’ve been 
waiting three months to rec-
ommend “The Argonauts!” 
Maggie Nelson has a way of 
reaching what’s deeply per-
sonal through her own narra-
tives and curiosity of a subject. 
Her newest is no different and 
explores the idea of family, how 

we form one, what language we 
use, and who we allow into our 
families. It left me on the car-
pet in tears, doubled over with 
laughter . A book for all the ex-
citement in your heart. 

— Jess Pane, Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and 

S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.
com ].

Community’s pick
“A Book of Memories” 

by Peter Nadas: What do 
you get when you marry Proust 

and Freud behind the Berlin 
Wall? The answer would prob-
ably be something close to Pe-
ter “A Book of Memories.” 
Set in 1970s Germany, Na-
das’s monumental novel traces 
the love triangle between an 
unnamed Hungarian writer, 
a young German, and an ag-
ing actress. Blended into the 
narrative are sections from the 
writer’s late-19th-century his-
torical novel-in-progress and 
an account from one of his 
childhood friends. It’s hard to 
do this huge, sensual book jus-
tice in 100 words, but readers 
looking for what happened to 
Modernism behind the Iron 
Curtain, look no further.

— Hal Hlavinka, Commu-
nity Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street 
and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075, www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net].

Recommended reads!
Booksellers offer their top picks of new lit

PS 295 (330 18th St. be-
tween Sixth and Seventh 
Avenues in Park Slope), 
www.ps295.org/pta/touch-
a-truck-2015. 

FLEECE FUN: See how wool 
was used on a Flatbush 
farm. Attendees can brush 
the wool with carding pad-
dles, spin yarn using a drop 
spindle, and make a felt ball 
to take home. $3. 2–4 pm. 
Lefferts Historic Homestead 
[452 Flatbush Ave. between 
Empire Boulevard and East-
ern Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

SPORTS, NEW YORK COS-
MOS VS. OTTAWA FURY 
FC: North American Soccer 
League match. $15–$95. 7 
pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

SUN, MAY 3
EARLY MORNING BIRD 

WALK: Marvelous Migrants: 
Join the Prospect Park Alli-
ance to search for some of 
the birds that visit the Park 
before fl ying to northern 
breeding grounds. Led by 
the Brooklyn Bird Club. 
Free. 8–9 am. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

TALK, BROOKLYN LITER-
ARY PUB CRAWL: Tour 
several Brooklyn Heights 
pubs closely connected to 
some of the literary greats. 
$15–$20. 1 pm. Henry 
Street Ale House [62 Henry 
St. between Cranberry and 
Orange streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (212) 613–5796], 
www.literarypubcrawl.com. 

MUSIC, LAFAYETTE INSPIRA-
TIONAL ENSEMBLE GOS-
PEL CONCERT: $20 ($10 
seniors). 4 pm. Lafayette Av-
enue Presbyterian Church 
[Lafayette Avenue and 
South Oxford Street in Fort 
Greene, (719) 625–7515], 
www.lapcbrooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, OVERTURES: The 
Gallery Players performs 
staged readings of new 
musicals. $10. 7 pm. Gal-
lery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

READING, “THE HUSTLE”: 
Stacia L. Brown (Beyond 
Baby Mamas), Alizah Sala-
rio (Slate, Al Jazeera), and 
Jon Sands (The New Clean) 
for “The Hustle,” discuss 
the business of writing: 
how writers pay the bills, 
how they get the work 
done, what they read, and 
more. Free. 2 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY NIGHT 
AT THE FRONT BAR: 
Weekly Sunday funnies with 
Hannibal Buress and friends. 
Free. 9 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

MON, MAY 4
TALK, GET CULTURED: Author 

Cheryl Sternman Rule and 
local yogurt makers Homa 
Dashtaki (White Moustache) 
and Angela and John Fout 
(Sohha Savory Yogurt) pres-
ent a yogurt tasting and dis-
cussion, moderated by New 
York Times food columnist 
Melissa Clark. Free. 6–8 
pm. Greene Grape Annex 
[753 Fulton St. between 
S. Portland and S. Elliot 
places in Fort Greene, (718) 
858–4790], www.greene-
grape.com. 

THE WILLIAMSBURG SPELL-
ING BEE: Adults-only spell-
ing bee. Winners receive 
nerdy prizes and a spot in 
the annual Finals. Signup 
begins at 7 pm and is lim-
ited to fi rst 16 contestants. 
Free. 7.30 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–3770], 
www.petescandystore.com. 

THEATER, “EARSHOT” 

AUDIO PLAY AND THEAT-
RICAL SOUND INSTALLA-
TION: A bar full of hidden 
dramas, featuring 12 differ-
ent audio plays with curated 
local music and special 
drinks. $33 (includes two 
cocktails), $26 student spe-
cial. 8 pm. Kilo Bravo (180 N 
10th St. between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg), www.earshot-
play.com. 

TUES, MAY 5
ART, “BROOKLYN UNITED 

THE ARTISTS”: An exhi-
bition project on display 
for Immigration Heritage 
Week. Free. 4–8 pm. The 
Bridge MCP [1894 Flatbush 
Ave. between Avenue L and 
Hubbard Place in Flatbush, 
(917) 497–0306], www.theb-
ridgemcp.com. 

MOVIE TRIVIA: Six rounds, 
including famous movie 
quotes, not so famous 
movie quotes, and Nicolas 
Cage quotes. Free. 8:30 
pm. Videology (308 Bed-
ford Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg), www.videol-
ogy.info. 

WED, MAY 6
ART, KNIT AND CROCHET 

GROUP: Learn how to 
crochet and knit with in-
structors or simply spend 
time with fellow makers. All 
experience levels and ages 
10 and up welcome, and 
participants can come and 
go as they please. Free. 1–3 
pm. Brooklyn Farmacy & 
Soda Fountain [513 Henry 
St. at Sackett Street in Car-
roll Gardens, (718) 522–
6260], www.brooklynfarma-
cyandsodafountain.com. 

READING, JASON LITTLE: 
Jason Little’s graphic novel 
“Borb” is the story of a se-
verely alcoholic homeless 
man whose misfortunes pile 
up at an alarming rate. Free. 
7 pm. Word Bookstore [126 
Franklin St. between Milton 
and Noble streets in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, THE BIG TERRIFIC 
COMEDY SHOW: Standup 
comedy, hosted by Max 
Silvestri. Free. 8 pm. Cameo 
Gallery [93 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 302–1180], www.
cameony.net. 

THURS, MAY 7
READING, KARL OVE 

KNAUSGAARD: Knaus-
gaard presents “My Strug-
gle: Book Four.” Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

READING, JOHN COOPER 
CLARKE: Punk poet per-
forms. $20. 8 pm. Music 
Hall of Williamsburg [66 
N. Sixth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 486–5400], 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com. 

TALK, PETER AGUERRO: Sto-
ryteller presents “Daddy Is-
sues: Stories Told by a Son.” 
$10 ($8 advance). 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, “SUMMERTIME”: 
A site-specifi c dive into the 
reasons of love, the play 
“Summertime” by Charles 
L. Mee watches lovers, 
family, and friends tempt 
and attempt long-lasting 
romance and question 
whether it’s possible at all. 
$18. 8 pm. Gowanus Loft 
(61 9th St. between Second 
Avenue and Smith Street in 
Gowanus), www.betweent-
woboroughs.com. 

FRI, MAY 8
ART, “IGNIS FATUUS”: A 

canvas exhibition by Darina 
Karpov, inspired by the 
phosphorescent light of the 
same name. Free. 11 am–6 
pm. Pierogi Gallery [177 N. 
Ninth St. between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–2144], 
www.pierogi2000.com. 

ART, “BORROWED LIGHT” 
OPENING RECEPTION: A 
sculpture and sound instal-
lation by artist Sari Carel, 
using Sunset Park’s local 
fauna. Free. 6–7 pm. Sun-

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

set Park Recreation Center 
(44th Street and Seventh 
Avenue in Sunset Park), 
www.nyc.gov/parks/art. 

SAT, MAY 9
DANCE, DANCE WITH MARK 

MORRIS DANCE GROUP: 
Open-level dance class for 
the whole family. Dancers 
will teach excerpts from 

“Acis and Galatea.” Free. 
3–4 pm. Mark Morris Dance 
Group [3 Lafayette Ave. 
between Nostrand Avenue 
and Bedford Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 624–8400], 
www.markmorrisdance-
group.org. 

MUSIC, JOE BLAXX, KITA P: 
Part of the Central Brooklyn 
Jazz Festival. $10 with two-
drink minimum. 9 pm–2 am. 

Williamsburg Music Center 
[367 Bedford Ave. at S. Fifth 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–1654], www.wmcjazz.
org. 

MUSIC, CHAIN AND THE 
GANG, TURN TO CRIME: 
$10. 9 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

weolive.com/brooklyn
     @WeOliveBrooklyn         @WeOliveBrooklyn

      Facebook.com/WeOliveBrooklyn

JOIN US 
IN HONORING THE LADIES IN OUR LIVES 

WE CAN NOT LIVE WITHOUT!

Full Event Planning, Custom Label Olive Oil Bottles
& Gift Baskets

ALL DAY MOTHER’S DAY:
th

Pre Fixe Menu $  per person

Complimentary Glass of our 
Signature Sparkling Wine Cocktail
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By Trupti Rami
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
he two most exciting minutes in 
sports just got even better!

The organizer of an annual 
Kentucky Derby party in Gowanus 
is using this year’s bash to celebrate 
a beloved Brooklyn blogger who re-
cently passed away. The “Honorary 
Homer Fink Kentucky Derby Gala” 
at the Bell House on May 2 will honor 
John Loscalzo, who wrote under the 
pseudonym Homer Fink on the Brook-

lyn Heights Blog and  who died sud-
denly on April 1 . Loscalzo was a big 
fan of the run for the roses, and was 
a fixture of the yearly party that now 
bears his name, said an organizer.

“The whole day meant a lot to him 
and his father,” said William Crane, a 
Ditmas Park resident who had known 
Loscalzo for years and had worked 
with him on some local game shows. 
“I felt there was no better way to im-
mortalize him then to name the party 
he loved after him.”

Crane will also dedicate the 

bash’s “best-dressed man” award 
to Loscalzo, who always came in a 
snappy outfit, Crane said.

“He dressed like an old-school 

bookie on Derby day,” said Crane.
Fancy duds are not mandatory, 

but party-goers are “strongly encour-
aged” to don their best pastel-colored 
seersucker suits, frilly dresses, and 
floppy hats, said Crane. Some work 
on their outfits, especially the hats, 
for weeks, he said.

“People really pull it all out for this 
party,” said Crane, who plans on sport-
ing a loud sports coat, hat, and tie.

Crane said the dapper outfits and 
storied history of the Kentucky Derby 
inspire a more genteel atmosphere 
than other sporting events.

“Unlike most sports parties a la 
the Super Bowl where everyone acts 
the idiot, the Derby invokes one’s in-
ner gentleman and tends to keep the 
shenanigans at bay,” he said.

But it isn’t all about the clothes. The 
Bell House will project the race on two 
23-foot screens in two rooms.  

About 400 well-dressed ladies and 
gents are expected to gallop into the 
Bell House for the party this year, said 
Crane, who trucks in nearly 1,000 
pounds of crushed ice for mint ju-
leps. Western swing  outfit Smokey’s 
Round-Up will play live tunes. And 
right before race, the band will lead 
everyone in a rousing rendition of 
“My Old Kentucky Home,” which 
is traditionally sung at post time and 
is also the official state song of Ken-
tucky — adding an air of authentic-
ity to the festivities.

“Our party is steeped in tradi-
tion,” said Crane.

The Honorary Homer Fink Ken-
tucky Derby Gala at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between Second 
and Third streets in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebellhouseny.
com]. May 2 at 2–8 pm. $10.

Neigh-ing 
tribute!
Derby party honors blogger

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his book is not a horror 
novel, but it will strike 
fear into your heart.

A Park Slope science writer 
has published a book on one 
of the most frightening things 
in New York City: bedbugs. 
The author, who has had 
plenty of her own brushes 
with the pests, said writing 
the book was a coping method 
for dealing with the creepy 
crawlies.

“I found that the more I 
learned, the less scared I be-
came of them,” said Brooke 
Borel, who will launch her 
book “Infested: How 
the Bed Bug Infil-
trated Our Bed-
rooms and Took 
Over the World” 
at BookCourt in 
Boerum Hill on May 7. 
“The more I researched, 
it became my way of 
controlling the situation. 
I don’t really worry about 
them anymore.”

Borel, who is a writer 
for the magazine Popular 
Science, said she first 
became interested in 
the insects after liv-
ing through a couple 
of infestations herself. 
The beasties first struck 
when she was living in 
Manhattan in 2004, and 
then again in 2009 in Green-
point. The second infestation 
came amid a period of tremen-
dous cultural awareness — 
and panic — about bedbugs, 
and Borel said she started to 
write about the maddening 
mites and the larger story 
behind their resurgence.

During her research, Borel 
said she discovered that bed-
bugs have not always been the 
scourge they are today. Use 
of pesticides after World War 
II made the pests extremely 
rare — so much so that when 
Borel found her first infes-
tation in 2004, she said she 
thought of the bugs as nothing 
more than the stuff of nurs-
ery rhymes.

But the bugs never truly 
disappeared, and the ones that 

survived gradually returned 
from their isolated pockets 
— now with a resistance to 
bug-killers and a fabled hardi-
ness that saw them to spread 
like crazy. That is when the 
country lost its mind, Borel 
said.

“The high point of the 
media freak-out was 2009 
or 20010, when  CBS named 
2010  the ‘Year of the Bed-
bug,’ ” she said. 

Fortunately, the hysteria 
has since gone down a few 
decibels, she said. But most 
New Yorkers still flip out when 
they see one — or think they 
have. And now that she has 

written a whole book on the 
topic, Borel said her afflicted 
friends consider her something 
of a bedbug sage.

“I get a lot of frantic texts 
and e-mails from friends, and 
I try to help as best as I can,” 
she said. “I’m not really an 
exterminator or anything, so 
a lot of it just ends up being 
like their bedbug shrink. They 
feel good knowing they have 
an expert.”

Brooke Borel at Book-
Court [163 Court St. between 
Dean and Pacific streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875–3677, 
www.bookcourt.com]. May 
7 at 7 pm. Free.

Under the covers
Sloper pens book about bedbugs

Derby dudes: The Honorary Homer Fink Kentucky Derby Gala 
organizers William Crane and Jon Quinn at the Bell House.

Other 
parties

This isn’t a one-horse race! 
 The Honorary Homer Fink 
Kentucky Derby Gala at the 
Bell House  is certainly a favor-
ite for Derby day, but there 
are plenty of other pony par-
ties taking place around the 
borough. Here is our form 
guide to some of the best.

All that jazz
Likely Kings County’s biggest 

bash, the Brooklyn Derby  returns  
to Greenwood Park with over 600 rac-
ing enthusiasts dancing to live tunes 
from Park Slope’s alt-country five-
some the DeLorean Sisters and Dandy 
Wellington and His Band, which plays 
’30s and ’40s jazz tunes. 

Greenwood Park (555 Seventh 
Ave. between 19th and 20th 
streets in Greenwood Heights, 
www.brooklynderby.com). $75.

Suds and studs
Berg’n, the new mega beer hall 

in Crown Heights, makes its Derby 
day debut with a costume contest, 
$5 Sixpoint Brewery drafts, slushie 

mint juleps, and food specials. Six-
point will also release its new Ger-
man gose Jammer at the bash. 

4–10 pm at Berg’n [899 Bergen 
St. between Classon and Franklin 
avenues in Crown Heights, (718) 
857–2337, www.bergn.com].

Southern comfort
For an authentic southern expe-

rience, trot over to Williamsburg 
barbecue joint Mable’s Smokehouse, 
which promises Derby pie, $7 mint 
juleps, and “friendly wagering.”

3 pm at Mable’s Smokehouse 
[44 Berry St. between North 
11th and North 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 218–6655, 

www.mablessmokehouse.com].

Ladies’ night
The Junior League of Brooklyn 

is posting up at Putnam’s Pub and 
Cooker in Fort Greene for a mad-
hatter-themed party. There will be 
prizes for the best hats and outfits, 
raffles, and free finger food. Entry 
is $55 at the door and there’s a cash 
bar.  But, a portion of the proceeds 
supports league programs. 

4–8 pm at Putnam’s Pub and 
Cooker [419 Myrtle Ave. at Clinton 
Avenue in Clinton Hill, (718) 488–
7253, www.eventbrite.com/e/mad-
hatter-mixer-tickets-13931297887]. 
$55 ($50 advance).

On the run: Tiny men in colorful silk costumes ride horses 
around a dirt track in this quaint Kentucky tradition.
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Scary stories: Brooke Borel has written a book about 
the infestation of bedbugs in America.
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

*New money only. APY effective April 2, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals 
may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

24-Month CD

1.25%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500May 1–7, 2015 AWP  13

U8

U9

U10

U11

U12

U13

U14

U15

U8

U9

U10

U11

U12

U13

U14

U15

U16

U17

U18

8/1/07 to 7/31/08

8/1/06 to 7/31/07

8/1/05 to 7/31/06

8/1/04 to 7/31/05

8/1/03 to 7/31/04

8/1/02 to 7/31/03

8/1/01 to 7/31/02

8/1/00 to 7/31/01

8/1/07 to 7/31/08

8/1/06 to 7/31/07

8/1/05 to 7/31/06

8/1/04 to 7/31/05

8/1/03 to 7/31/04

8/1/02 to 7/31/03

8/1/01 to 7/31/02

8/1/00 to 7/31/01

8/1/99 to 7/31/00

8/1/98 to 7/31/99

8/1/97 to 7/31/98

Monday, May 4th

Monday, May 4th

Wednesday, May 6th

Wednesday, May 6th

Saturday, May 9th

Monday, May 4th

Monday, May 4th

Thursday, May 8th

Sunday, May 3rd

Sunday, May 3rd

Saturday, May 2nd

Saturday, May 2nd

Saturday, May 9th

Sunday, May 10th

Sunday, May 10th

Saturday, May 16th

Saturday, May 16th

Sunday, May 17th

Sunday, May 17th

 GIRLS TRYOUTS

 BOYS TRYOUTS

5:30 - 7:00pm

5:30 - 7:00pm

5:30 - 7:00pm

5:30 - 7:00pm

8:30 - 10:00am

5:30 - 7:00pm

5:30 - 7:00pm

7:00 - 8:30pm

8:00 - 9:00am

9:00 - 10:00am

2:00 - 3:30pm

4:45 - 6:00pm

6:00 - 7:30pm

7:00 - 8:30pm

7:00 - 8:30pm

6:00 - 7:30pm

6:00 - 7:30pm

7:00 - 8:30pm

7:00 - 8:30pm

Pier 40 Courtyard East

Pier 40 Courtyard East

Pier 40 Courtyard East

Pier 40 Courtyard East

Pier 40 Rooftop

Chelsea Waterside Park

Chelsea Waterside Park

Pier 40 Rooftop

Chelsea Waterside Park

Chelsea Waterside Park

Pier 40 Rooftop

Pier 40 Courtyard East

Pier 40 Courtyard West

Pier 40 Courtyard West

Pier 40 Courtyard West

Pier 40 Courtyard West

Pier 40 Courtyard West

Pier 40 Courtyard West

Pier 40 Courtyard West

TRYOUTS
2015-16

DOWNTOWN UNITED
SOCCER CLUB

DUSC.NET
INFO@DUSC.NET

facebook.com/DowntownUnitedSoccerClub
twitter.com/DowntownUtdSC
instagram.com/DowntownUnited
youtube.com/DUSCNYC

#WeAreDUSC

All players are required to register in advance at dusc.net.

The final performance 
finished and, after 
taking their bows to 

thunderous applause, the cast 
hushed the crowd and handed 
out thanks and flowers to the 
production team including, 
last but not least, my daugh-
ter, one of the directors. 

The formalities com-
plete, the theater descended 
into chaos with people hug-
ging, cameras f lashing, 
smiles beaming all around. 
My daughter was exhausted 
and elated. She had seen 
this project through over six 
months of work, from pro-
posal, putting together a team, 
a band, a cast, time over va-
cations and weekends, fitting 
it all in around class work, a 

on the average paycheck by 
major or school and find my-
self wondering if that is how 
I should measure my daugh-
ter’s college experience. 

Of course I want her to be 
employable and take care of 
herself financially when she 
graduates, but I also want her 
to have the chance to explore. 
It makes me happy that she 
hass taken classes in astron-
omy, math, and history and 
that she is learning to play 
the organ. 

Let’s face it, these aren’t 
areas of knowledge or life 
skills she is going to need in 
the working world. 

Theater as a career is bet-
ter at producing waiters for 
new, hip restaurants in Wil-
liamsburg than owners of 
new condos in Dumbo, but 
if that is the path she takes 
after graduation, good for 
her. This is the time in her 
life when it will be easiest 
to live with too many room-
mates, eat pasta for too many 
meals, and build a wardrobe 
from thrift stores. Maybe it 
will be her life’s calling, but 
maybe not. 

Even kids who start out in 
engineering, business, or law 
often end up somewhere they, 
and their parents, never en-
visioned a few years down 
the line. If my daughter has 
skills, some discipline, and de-
termination, I really believe 
she will be okay. Trying new 
things, taking risks, meeting 
new people, these are impor-
tant experiences and college is 
a great place to have them.

After the crowd left, she 
had to strike the set and then 
go to the cast party, staying 
up until the wee hours. When 
she dragged herself out the 
next day, after noon, to meet 
for brunch, her present but 
ragged smile showed the ef-
fects of too little sleep and 
too much alcohol. Looking 
at her I thought, yes, this is 
exactly what college is sup-
posed to be.

Experiencing college life

Our Camp

OPEN 
HOUSES
Saturday, May 9th

Presentations at 1pm & 2:30pm

Children are always welcome
Our warm, caring staff will lead a variety of 
camp activities while you attend our Camp 
Director’s presentation

finished with her sophomore 
year, is passionate about the-
ater and film production, 
thirsting to learn everything 
she can about lights, music, 
sound, and sets, and is will-
ing to throw herself into ev-
ery opportunity to try some-
thing new. 

Whether this becomes her 
career or not, she is learning 
so many important skills — 
collaboration, leadership, or-

ganization, creativity. 
More importantly, she has 

tasted that magical moment 
when you do something you 
really care about, with other 
people who feel the same 
way.

Some parents are focused 
on college as a path to a ca-
reer, gauging the value of the 
education by the starting sal-
ary of a graduate’s first job. 
I have found rankings based 

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

job and the many 
other demands of 
campus life. 

Looking at her 
I thought, yes, this 
is exactly what 
college is sup-
posed to be. 

My girl, almost 

Mother’s Day is usu-
ally marked by 
burnt toast, dan-

delion bouquets, and crayon 
drawings of mommies and 
children with hearts all around 
them.

It is a great day.
This Mother’s Day, I’ll 

be giving a talk at the Mu-
seum of Jewish Heritage on 
how come mommies feel 
so worried all the time. Not 
that moms haven’t always 
been worried for their kids. 
Of course we have. Jewish 
moms (like me) are famous 
for it. In fact, the old joke is, 
“Did you hear about the Jew-
ish telegram? ‘START WOR-
RYING. DETAILS TO FOL-
LOW.’ ”  

But for the past 20 or 30 
years, worries have come to 
almost define the job of par-
enting. We worry about what 
our kids are eating, watching, 
reading, wearing, learning, not 
learning, saying, thinking, tex-
ting, sexting (well, maybe that 
one’s valid), doing, and not do-
ing. Not to mention what is in 
their goodie bag. We worry 
even under circumstances 
when most of our own moth-
ers would have breathed a sigh 
of relief: “Ah, they’re outside 
for a few hours. Now I can get 
some work done.” Or, “Now 
he’s down for a nap. Phew.” 

What has made us so ner-
vous?

I boil it down to four big 
cultural shifts:

1) The Media. Of course it 
is easy to blame the media, be-
cause the media are to blame. 
My mom could not have 

named 10 kidnapped chil-
dren off the top of her head. 
Today’s moms usually can, 
and not because there are more 
“sickos” around, or even more 
crime. Crime is at a 50-year 
low. It is that we hear about 
everything from everywhere 
all the time now. 

When I was on “Nancy 
Grace” recently, she showed 
heart-stopping clips of Adam 
Walsh (murdered in Florida, 
1981), Etan Patz (disappeared 
in New York, 1979) and Eliza-
beth Smart (kidnapped in Salt 
Lake City in 2002), as if to say, 
“See! These things are hap-
pening all. The. Time.” Even 
though we’re talking three 
cases separated by decades 
and thousands of miles. Not 
flashed on screen: The tens of 
millions of children not kid-
napped when they walked to 
the bus stop. 

Pretty much whatever we 
see on television is there be-
cause it is the scariest of the 
scary and the rarest of the rare. 
If we publicized every time 
a child died in a car crash in 
this same hammering way, 
no one would ever put their 
kids in the car again. 

2) We live in litigious times, 
and this outlook is catching. 

We, too, have started looking 
at life the way trial lawyers 
do: Is that playground abso-
lutely safe? Well, no. Nothing 
is. But thanks to the litigious 
belief that if something isn’t 
100 percent safe, it is danger-
ous, we get situations like the 
one in Richland, Wash., where 
the school district decided to 
remove the swings from all 
its playgrounds.

3) Thanks to the expert cul-
ture we live in, parents are 
constantly being told what 
they’re doing wrong. There 
are experts on everything 
now, including (I kid you not) 
how to write a non-upsetting 
letter to your kid at camp. As if 
there is one right way to keep 
kids safe and sound. Please! 
But hear enough warnings 
and you start to feel you are 
endangering your kid if you 
let him do anything on which 
you haven’t done PhD-level 
research.

4) The marketplace knows 
there is no easier dollar to ex-
tract than the one from the 
wallet of a worried parent. 
And so we have a whole 
aisle of the baby store filled 
with pivoting, infrared moni-
tors that sweep the nursery at 
night, as if checking for ter-

rorists in the caves of Yemen 
(if there actually are caves in 
Yemen. You get the idea). Sud-
denly just putting your child 
to sleep in her room seems 
like it is too dangerous to do 
without backup.

So this Mother’s Day, the 
gift I would give all moms 
is the gift of chill. Our kids 
are not in constant danger, no 
matter what the media, the 
marketplace, and the experts 
(aside from me) are saying. 

If you can make it to the 
Museum for my lecture, great. 
If not — no hard feelings! And 
if you want to try something 
else that might help you re-
lax, consider participating in 
“Take Our Children to the 
Park … and Let Them Walk 
Home By Themselves” day 
on Saturday, May 9.

The idea is to bring your 
kids, ages 7 or 8 and up, to 
your local park and let them 
play and walk home unsuper-
vised. This may sound nerve-
wracking, but once you do 
it and see your happy kids 
bounding home, the fear gets 
replaced by pride and joy.

At 10 that Saturday morn-
ing, I’ll be at the Ancient Play-
ground at 85th and Fifth in 
Central Park, offering en-
couragement.

Lenore Skenazy at the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage 
[36 Battery Pl. by First Place 
in Manhattan, (646) 437–
4202, info@mjhnyc.org] 
May 10 at 2:30 pm. $15.

Lenore Skenazy is found-
er of the book and blog 
“Free-Range Kids.”

Mother’s Day worries

By Lenore Skenazy

Best 
buds!
Lily and Michael Gaudioso, 6 
and 4, from Sunset Park, dress 
up as characters for Sakura 
Matsuri — also known as the 
cherry blossom festival — at 
the Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den on April 25. The annual 
fest is a two-day celebration 
of contemporary and tradi-
tional Japanese culture — as 
well as the Garden’s newly-
blossomed trees.P
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Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn Paper 
every Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.
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The Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us 
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e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

By Vanessa Ogle
The Brooklyn Paper

Former Marine Park coun-
cilman Lew Fidler, who made 
a public appeal for a new kid-
ney six months ago, found two 
matching donors in one day 
last week.

Fidler said a local “kid-
ney matchmaker” found 
him a donor the same day 
another organization found 
him a match.

The politician said doc-
tors have approved the do-
nor that local transplant facil-

itator Chaya Lifschutz found 
for him and he hopes that the 
matching donor who regis-
tered with  Renewal , a Bor-
ough Park-based organization  
Fidler reached out to in Octo-
ber , shares the gift of life with 
someone else in need.

“Since the hospital was 
working with Chaya’s donor 
first, now that he’s been med-
ically cleared and we have a 
surgery date, I called over the 
Renewal people,” Fidler said. 
“They should now be able to 
help somebody else.”

Transplant donors must 
exactly match the receiver’s 
tissue type to prevent rejec-
tion of the new organ, which 
can make it difficult to find 
a viable donor — particularly 
for people of Jewish heritage, 
who face religious strictures 
which can discourage organ 
donation.

Fidler suffered kidney fail-
ure in 2012 after suffering a 
severe allergic reaction to a 
prescription medication, and 
was on thrice-weekly dialysis. 
Fidler has been on the organ 

transplant waiting list since 
the spring of 2013. 

Because the average wait 
for a matching kidney har-
vested from a deceased donor 
is three to five years, Fidler be-
gan searching for a living do-
nor last fall seeking help from 
Renewal and Lifschutz, who 
donated a kidney to a stranger 
in 2005 and has devoted herself 
to matching donors to needy 
patients ever since.

Fidler, who represented 
Marine Park in the Council 
for 12 years, said the donor 

is a local man he has known 
for years, but who wishes to 
remain anonymous.

He hasn’t had the chance 
to thank the altruistic do-
nor yet — but Fidler said he 
can’t even express the grati-
tude he feels.

“I haven’t even spoken to 
him yet,” he said. “There re-
ally aren’t words — I’m so 
grateful, I’m so excited, a lit-
tle bit nervous but all things 
being equal, how do you say 
thank you to someone who is 
willing to do that?”

Pol fi nds two matching kidney donors on same day

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Kids crowded into the 
Housing Authority Farm in 
Red Hook to clean up the 
neighborhood and make 
something nice for their 
moms in preparation for 
Mother’s Day.

The Earth Day celebration 
included a face-painting sta-
tion, a pop-up Spanish lan-
guage library, and the oppor-
tunity to paint f lower pots 
and plant wildflower seeds in 

them for the kids’ moms. An 
organizer said the young hor-
ticulturists had a blast dec-
orating and then making a 
living present for the ladies 
who gave them life.

“The kids really loved get-
ting to paint and get their 
hands dirty,” said Viviana 
Gordon, of the Red Hook 
Community Justice Cen-
ter.

The event was a collab-
oration between local com-
munity organizations and 

Young residents help local farm clean up the neighborhood

Red Hook celebrates Earth Day
agencies, including the Hous-
ing Authority, the Commu-
nity Justice Center, the Red 
Hook Initiative, and Green 
City Force, which helps run 
the farm.

Some of the participants 
in the community clean-up 
were young neighborhood 
residents doing community 
service as mandated by the 
Justice Center, which helps 
dole out rehabilitative sen-
tences to minor crime offend-
ers in Red Hook.Layla Valdiviso of Sunset Park sports face paint. Children decorate flower pots at the Earth Day celebration.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

They look good on paper. 
More than 3,700 lovers of 

homemade books, magazines, 
and comics came out to the 
fourth annual Brooklyn Zine 
Fest last weekend to peruse 
the best of the borough’s do-
it-yourself literary scene. 

The festival, which was held 
at the Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety in Brooklyn Heights, show-
cased 150 zine makers — 75 on 

Saturday and a completely dif-
ferent lineup of 75 on Sunday 
— with titles including “I Love 
Bad Movies,” “Heretical Sexts,” 
and “We’ll Never Have Paris.” 
The switch allowed audiences 
to interact with twice as many 
artists, said an organizer. 

“That way we can bring in 
twice as many people and give 
visitors a reason to come both 
days,” said Brooklyn Zine Fest 
co-founder and organizer Matt 
Carman. 

Staple goods
Brooklyn Zine Fest draws 
thousands to B’ Heights

The Brooklyn Paper’s own Bill Roundy with his zine 
“Bar Scrawl,” which also appears in our newspaper.
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Carman and his wife 
Kseniya Yarosh first started 
the bazaar in 2011 because 
they could not find anywhere 
in the borough to sell their own 
zines. 

“If you do not make comic 
or art books, there are not a 
lot of places to buy or sell,” 
said Carman. 

The fest has helped staple 
together a close community 
of Brooklyn zinesters, writ-
ers, and artists, said one par-
ticipant.

“I have a lot of friends who I 
knew were working on things, 
but they were reluctant to show 
it to people or they needed an 
end goal motivation to finish 
it,” said Kristen Felicetti, the 
founder and editor of “Bush-
wick Review,” which features 
poetry, art, and essays from 
neighborhood residents. 
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Find out.
liu.edu/brooklyn/business

Take the Next Step at LIU Brooklyn’s 

School of Business, 
Public Administration
and Information Sciences
• Join an experiential university where tech, 
    entrepreneurial thinking, and influence converge

• Ranked as one of the top 50 colleges in the Northeast 
    for salary potential by PayScale.com 

• Supported by a network of over 200,000 alumni

• Top internship placements at The New York Stock 
    Exchange, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Ernst & Young, 
    Merrill Lynch, and the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
    among others

• Located minutes from the MetroTech business district, 
    Wall Street and Midtown Manhattan

Choose from 4 Academic Areas:
• Finance, Law, Accounting and Taxation

• Managerial Sciences

• Public Administration

• Technology, Innovation and Computer Science

Dr. Edward Rogoff has been selected to lead 
the LIU Brooklyn School of Business, Public 
Administration and Information Sciences. Dr. 
Rogoff is the recipient of the 2010 Outstand-
ing Educator of the Year award, given by The 
United States Association of Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. He joins LIU Brooklyn 
from Baruch College, where he directed the 
Lawrence N. Field Center for Entrepreneur-
ship. Dr. Rogoff founded the CUNY Center for 
Student Entrepreneurship and was instru-
mental in developing nationally ranked un-
dergraduate and graduate Entrepreneurship 
programs.

“The LIU community is privileged to have 
Dr. Rogoff join our University,” said Dr. Kim-
berly R. Cline, president of LIU. “A leader in 
business curriculum development and an 
experienced entrepreneur, he has a deep un-
derstanding of New York City, national, and 
global business landscapes. Dr. Rogoff’s vi-
sion for the University’s business-focused aca-
demic programming reaffi rms LIU’s growing 
reputation as a leading experiential learning 
university.”

“It is an honor to join LIU Brooklyn, a ris-
ing university rife with opportunity and a 
palpable spirit of entrepreneurial thinking,” 
said Dr. Rogoff. “I look forward to working 
with the esteemed faculty at LIU Brooklyn to 
bring the School of Business, Public Adminis-
tration and Information Sciences to new levels 
of achievement. My approach has always been 
to teach students to be business leaders, not to 
teach students about business leadership.”

“I see the rapid change in technology, fi -
nancial systems, and entrepreneurship sup-
port systems as new demands on business ed-
ucation and great opportunities for LIU with 
its current curriculum in these areas, strong 
faculty, and involvement with many of the 
leading businesses in these sectors,” said Rog-
off. “We need to keep evolving to meet these 
needs and anticipate the coming demands on 
business schools,” he said.

Dr. Rogoff prides himself on building 
what he calls “structures of opportunity” to 
serve LIU Brooklyn students, the University 
community, and New York City. According 
to Rogoff, exceptional opportunities exist in 
the form of potential synergies with leaders 

and organizations helping to take advantage 
of downtown Brooklyn’s preeminence in real 
estate, technology, and arts activity and com-
merce.

“Dr. Rogoff possesses the rare combina-
tion of entrepreneurial skill and educational 
creativity, said Dr. Jeffrey Kane, vice presi-
dent for Academic Affairs.”  He has a well-de-
served reputation for making a difference at 
the convergence of business, scholarship, and 
community. We are delighted about the edu-
cational and career opportunities Dr. Rogoff’s 
leadership brings to current and future LIU 
Brooklyn students.”

LIU Brooklyn’s business-focused students 
and academic programs are well known in 
New York City business and higher education 
communities. Students currently hold com-
petitive internship positions at the Barclays 
Center, the Brooklyn Nets, New York Stock 
Exchange, and the U.S. Department of Com-
merce, among others. LIU Brooklyn’s School 
of Business also enjoys partner affi liations 
with the “Big Four” accounting fi rms, where 
students and alumni intern, work, and excel. 
As a result, LIU Brooklyn is ranked among 
the Top 50 Colleges in the Northeast for Sal-
ary potential by Payscale.com.

Dr. Edward Rogoff is the author of two 
books, The Entrepreneurial Conversation 
and Bankable Business Plans, and his work 
has been published in The New York Times, 
The Journal of Small Business Management, 
Entrepreneurship Research Journal, and 
Forbes.  He holds a B.A., M.B.A., M.A., and 
Ph.D. from Columbia University.

LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY
LIU is one of the nation’s largest private 

universities. Since its founding in 1926, LIU 
has provided high quality academic programs 
taught by world-class faculty.  LIU offers 500 ac-
credited programs to more than 20,000 students 
and has a network of over 200,000 alumni that 
includes leaders in industries across the globe. 
Visit liu.edu for more information.

Entrepreneur and Visionary Edward Rogoff Selected as 
Dean of LIU Brooklyn School of Business

LIU Brooklyn School of Business,
Public Administration and Information Sciences

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Come on in, the canal wa-
ter is fine!

A water sample taken 
 the day an aquatic activist 
plunged willingly into the 
murky depths of the Gow-
anus Canal  showed bacteria 
levels the city would consider 
safe for swimming, accord-
ing to the amateur marine bi-
ologist who tested the fetid 
fluid.  

“I don’t think he was re-
ally at risk of anything,” said 
Rob Buchanan, who is mem-
ber of  the Water Trail Associ-
ation , a group that regularly 
tests the canal and other city 
waterways during the spring 
and summer. “No statistician 
would want to base a decision 
off of one sample, but based 
on what was in the bottle, the 
water was swimmable.” 

Health and environmental 
agencies determine the levels 
of sewage in bodies of water 
by the presence of a bacteria 
called enterococcus, Buch-
anan explained. The Depart-
ment of Health, which is in 
charge of testing water at pub-
lic swimming beaches like 
Coney Island, will generally 
close the beach if the enetero-
coccus levels are higher than 
105 units per 100 milliliters. 
But Buchanan said his Ca-
nal sample, which he took 
several hours before Chris-
topher Swain paddled the 
pungent waterway on April 
22, showed only 31 units.

Buchanan admits the sam-
ple was below average for 
the Gowanus Canal, which 
sometimes registers bacte-
ria levels three or four times 
higher than what the city con-

Gowanus: All clear! 
Canal was safe for swimming, says amateur scientist

siders unsafe for swimming. 
But it is also common for ca-
nal water to show low sewage 
levels, he said, as the amount 
of poop in the so-called Lav-
ender Lake can rise and fall 
depending on variables like 

A sample taken from the Gowanus Canal on the 
morning of Christopher Swain’s historic swim (left) 
showed levels of bacteria that the city would con-
sider safe for swimming.
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recent rainfall.
Of course, there are other 

dangers lurking in the canal. 
It is still teeming with heavy 
metals, contaminated marine 
life, and colonies of gonor-
rhea. And the Environmental 
Protection Agency  famously 
called on Swain  to abandon 
his swim due to the poten-
tial health risks. But Buch-
anan said Brooklyn’s nauti-
cal purgatory still isn’t quite 
as dangerous as most peo-
ple believe.

“People sort of let their 
imaginations run wild when 
it comes to the Gowanus,” 

he said. “Everyone imagines 
the worst liquid on Earth, but 
sometimes it is technically 
swimmable.”

Two days after his historic 
swim, Swain was living — 
and breathing — proof that on 
a good day, a dip in the canal 
won’t kill you, and it might 
not even make you sick.

“It was not as bad as it 
could have been,” said Swain, 
who reported tasting mud, 
poop, and gasoline when he 
emerged from the water. “I’m 
happy and healthy, which I 
think makes some people al-
most disappointed.”

HANG TIGHT NETS FANS!

Crummy the Pigeon 
will return next week
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