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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It is the Uber mensch!
A controversial upstart internet 

taxi company is using the current 
round of  L train closures  to pro-
mote its new car-pooling service, 
offering would-be straphangers 
stranded in Williamsburg rides for 
$2.75 — the price of a MetroCard 
swipe — while the trains are out 
of commission this weekend.

And apparently, local pols are 
happy to hop on board with a com-
pany that has recently come un-
der fire for its aggressive business 
tactics and safety practices.

“I am glad we have a partner 
in helping our residents move,” 
said Councilman Antonio Rey-

Driving down prices
Uber offering $2.75 Williamsburg rides while L train is closed

noso (D–Williamsburg), who ap-
peared at a press conference with 
Uber management last Friday af-
ternoon.

Uber will offer the fare to peo-
ple who want to be picked up in 
Williamsburg — from the East 
River waterfront to the west, 
Queens to the east, and Flush-
ing Avenue to the south — and 
dropped off anywhere close to 
an L train stop in Brooklyn or 
Manhattan from 11:30 pm on Fri-
day, May 15 to 5 am on Mon-
day, May 18.

The company said it created the 
subway-themed special as a way 
of publicizing its new UberPool 
service, where riders are paired 
with strangers going to the same 
See UBERMENSCH  on page 3

MAKING A GREEN-POINT
Map charts Brooklyn’s toxic neighborhoods

Activist Jennie Romer is working on a comprehensive map of toxic spots in Williamsburg and Green-
point.
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Re-seller of movie 
props goes under 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Williamsburg and Greenpoint 
are the most toxic neighborhoods in 
Brooklyn, and soon there will be map 
to prove it!

A group of environmental aveng-
ers are building a new map that pin-
points all the toxic hot spots in the two 
formerly industrial neighborhoods and 
here is a spoiler alert: there are a hell 
of a lot of pins.

“We have found all kinds of terrify-
ing things,” said Jennie Romer, who is 
the environmental organizer for Neigh-
bors Allied for Good Growth, the head 
cartographer. 

The mapping project is the culmi-
nation of years of concerns about the 
toxicity of the neighborhoods, which 
are the most polluted in all of Brook-
lyn thanks to years of abuse by indus-
try, said organizers who claim the ar-
eas with polluted soil and chemicals 
are not limited to the filthy Newtown 
Creek. 

“We knew over the years a lot of 
what was happening, but there was 
no single way before now to under-
stand the entire industrial legacy,” said 
Ward Dennis, who is also working on 
the map. “It is important for people to 
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Councilman Antonio Reynoso praises Uber for offering Wil-
iamsburgers $2.75 fares while the L train is not running this 
weekend.
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Cleaning our
Neighborhoods

know that the toxic spots are not just 
in the factories on the waterfront or 
the oil spill.”

The junior Amerigo Vespuccis are 
currently sorting through hundreds of 
toxic spots that sprouted up during the 
industrial age of Brooklyn, including 
federal superfund sites, state superfund 
sites, state-regulated brownfields, and 
spills, to decide what will go on the 
map. It is a matter of balancing res-
idents need to know with the worry 
that they will get turned off by all the 
information, said Romer. 

“We do not want to overwhelm peo-
ple,” said Romer. “Not everyone needs 
to know where every little spill was, 
but if someone lives right next to even a 
small spill, that matters to them.”

Spots on the map will include the 
former  NuHart and Company plastics 
plant on DuPont Street in Greenpoint , 
the  Greenpoint Terminal Market  on 

West Street in Green-
point, and the radioac-
tive Radiac Research 
Corp. on Bedford Ave-
nue in Williamsburg. 

Even the  new Star-
bucks on N. 11th Street 
between Bedford Av-
enue and Berry Street  
will get a mention for 

its building’s dirty past as a former 
brownfield.

The group received a $50,000 grant 
from the state’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation for the project. 
Romer and Dennis said the map should 
be ready for prime time this summer, 
when it will go up on the website nag-
brooklyn.org. 

But for those who can’t wait to find 
out just how toxic things are, Romer 
will show off some of the sites dur-
ing her  industrial walking tour of the 
neighborhoods . See the small type be-
low for all the excitement. 

NAG’s Industrial History Walking 
Tours meet at Grand Ferry Park (where 
Grand Street meets the East River in 
Williamsburg), May 16 at 1 pm and at 
Chelsea Fiber Mill (1175 Manhattan 
Ave at Commercial Street in Green-
point), May 17 at 11 am. Free, but RSVP 
at walking.workshops@gmail.com.

Irin Vera has been an Uber driver since January. For $2.75, he will drive you and possibly 
some strangers to an L train stop.

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A Gowanus company that recycles 
props from New York’s film sets for 
resale is calling “cut!” on its operation 
because it is losing money, and now no 
one will be around to take out the film 
industry’s trash or hold Hollywood to 
account for its wasteful ways, said the 
business’s owner. 

“The waste from this industry is grow-
ing, and everyone is sweeping it under 
the rug,” said Eva Radke, the founder 
and owner of Film Biz Recycling on 
President Street, which will close on 
June 20. “They just don’t care and no 
one’s forcing them to.”

Radke  worked in the film business 
for 15 years  and has seen  first-hand  how 
many perfectly good costumes and items 
of furniture are thrown away after a few 
days of use on set. She started Film Biz 
Recycling in 2008 with the goal of re-
forming the way the industry disposes 
of its detritus.

For seven years, the company swooped 
in to film and television shoots around 
the city to save still-good items from be-
ing sent to the dump, rescuing between 
80 to 120 tons of material a year, Radke 
said. The outfit then sold or rented out 
the recovered goods from its sprawling 
warehouse between Third and Fourth av-
enues, a labyrinthine basement cluttered 
with racks of clothing and stacks of chairs, 
alongside bizarre props such as coffins 
and bricks of fake cocaine. It also donated 

That’s a wrap! Gowanus’s Film Biz Recyling to close

many of the more practical salvaged set 
materials to charities, she said.

But this model was ultimately not sus-
tainable. Radke said the company was 
only able to finance about 80 percent of 
its operation through the sales and rent-
als, and she had struggled for years to 
make up the difference through grants 
and donations. Finally, she made a last-
ditch appeal to major studios and pro-
duction companies to help fund the busi-
ness that literally does their dirty work, 
but said they ignored her pleas. 

Now Radke is trying to keep Film Biz 

Clockwise from above: Film Biz 
Recycling’s in Gowanus  offered 
for-sale and for-rent props and 
clothing rescued from film shoots 
across the city. Brandon Hernan-
dez, an employee, on a make-
believe phone. The storefront in 
Gowanus.
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Recycling’s own merchandise from be-
coming landfill by putting everything in 
its warehouse on sale. All items will be 25 
percent off through May 23, 50 percent 
off from May 25 to June 6, and 75 percent 
off from June 8 to June 13. And from June 
15 until the business closes its doors on 
June 20, customers will be able to name 
their price for anything that is left.

But the bargains are bittersweet for 
treasure hunters, who say they’re sad 
to be losing the city’s premier destina-
tion for bundles of fake dynamite and 
vintage rotary telephones. 

“The idea of this place was brilliant,” 
said Maja Rajenovich, a Bedford-Stuyve-
sant who visited the store for the first 
time on Monday. “I hate to see all of 
this go in a dumpster.”

One of Film Biz’s 12 employees said 
she hopes other eco-conscious members 
of the entertainment industry will keep 
the dream alive and eventually team up 
to create a similar project.

“The responsibility lies in other peo-
ple’s hands now,” said director of as-
sets and outreach Kristin Sisley, a Park 
Slope resident who has worked at the 
company for three years. “There are a 
lot of people who back what we do, so 
hopefully sometime in the future they 
will stand up together.”

It isn’t a big ask, said Radke. The 
industry could easily clean up its act 
if it wanted to.

“It’s not medical waste we’re deal-
ing with, it’s mid-century credenzas,” 
she said.

Film Biz Recyling [540 President St. 
between Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, (347) 384–2336, www.film-
bizrecycling.org]. P
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New York Eye and Ear Infirmary 
of Mount Sinai is in 

Brooklyn
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai, 

nationally recognized for specialist eye, ear, 

nose and throat care, has four satellite 

Brooklyn offices providing the highest quality 

ophthalmologic, ear, nose and throat and plastic 

and reconstructive surgery services. 

Learn more about 
New York Eye and Ear 
Infi rmary of Mount Sinai at 
www.nyee.edu 

310 East 14th Street 
New York, NY 10003
212-979-4000

Sheepshead Bay (S)  

2560 Ocean Avenue
718-646-1234

Williamsburg (W)

101 Broadway 
Suite 201
718-384-6933

Bay Ridge (B)   
9020 5th Avenue, 3rd Fl. 
718-333-5120

Midwood (M)  

1630 East 15th Street
Suite 203
718-375-6933

Ophthalmology

General Ophthalmology 
(B,M,W)

Diseases of the Retina 
(B,M,W)

Vitreo-Retinal Surgery 
(B,M,W)

Cornea and External 
Disease (B,M,W)

Cataract Surgery (B,M,W)

Pediatric Ophthalmology 
and Strabismus (B,M,W)

Ocular Trauma (B,M,W)

LASIK Consult (B,M)

Ocular Immunology                    
and Uveitis (M)

Oculoplastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery 
(B,M,W)

Glaucoma (B,M,W)

Ear-Nose-Throat           

General Otolaryngology 
(B,M,S)

Pediatric Otolaryngology 
(W)

Cancer and Non-Cancer 
Head and Neck Conditions 
(B,S)

Otology (B)

Allergy (B,W)

Balloon Sinuplasty (W,S)

Plastic Surgery 

Aesthetic Plastic  Surgery 
(B,S)

Facial Plastic Surgery (S)

Injectables, Fillers 
and Tattoo Removal (B,S)

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

MAY 28
 

JULY 6

SUMMER SESSIONS

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
BEGINS ON APRIL 6: 

APPLY NOW!

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

It is a case of the flacks 
fighting the flak!

Working Families Party 
operatives and top aides to 
Public Advocate Letitia James 
worked together in an attempt 
to fend off questions about 
James’s muddled support of 
a party candidate’s success-
ful Assembly bid, an e-mail 
chain accidentally sent to The 
Brooklyn Paper revealed.

“Need a coordinated re-
sponse from Tish’s office,” 
wrote Working Families 
Party communications di-
rector Nancy Goldstein to 
party director Bill Lipton in 
response to query by New 
York Observer reporter Ross 
Barkan as to why James’s 
photo was positioned over the 
words “Endorsed by leaders 
and organizations we trust” 
on a flyer supporters of Di-
ana Richardson handed out 
despite the fact that James 
didn’t pick sides in the race. 
Next to James’s image was the 
quote “Vote Working Fami-
lies Party to stand up for ten-
ants and homeowners.”

The question,  brought on 
by the fact that some of com-
petitor Shirley Patterson’s 
campaign literature incor-
rectly cited that city Comp-
troller Scott Stringer had 
given his endorsement , set off 
a flurry of e-mails between 
Goldstein, Lipton, James’s 
chief of staff Ibrahim Khan, 
along with James’s communi-
cations director Anna Brower 
and Joe Dinkin, the national 
communications director for 
the Working Families Party, 
wondering how the campaign 
and James should get the re-
porter off the trail.

“I think it’s reasonable to 
suggest to Ross that: 1) The 
quote from Tish is accurate: 
‘Vote Working Families Party 
to stand up for tenants and 
homeowners,’ and 2) The 
palm card clearly lists the 
seven elected officials who 
have endorsed in the Rich-
ardson race below the line: 
‘Endorsed by leaders and or-

Oops! Party rep accidentally 
sends strategic e-mail to us

ganizations we trust,’ ” Gold-
stein wrote in the e-mail. “In 
short, nothing to see here, 
keep moving.”

Goldstein ran her state-
ment by Khan for approval, 
then told the Observer that 
James had signed off on the 
quote “because of her long-
standing relationship and sup-
port of the WFP,” despite ad-
mitting in an initial e-mail to 
Lipton that she did not know 
if they had run the materials 
by James’s office.

“I don’t know the back 
story here — whether we 

cleared it with Ibrahim first,” 
she wrote. It was not clear 
from the e-mails whether 
Khan had approved the ma-
terials.

Khan consulted with Lip-
ton and Goldstein about a 
statement from James, but 
according to the Observer, 
 eventually declined to com-
ment .

A party official said the 
flyer used James’s likeness 
and quote with her approval, 
and made a good faith effort 
to show which pols had actu-
ally endorsed Richardson.

“The palm card shows 
clear demarcation between 
the list of endorsers (across 
the bottom, below the words 
‘Endorsed by leaders and or-
ganizations we trust’) and 
above that, Tish voicing her 
support broadly for the party,” 
said the spokeswoman.

But the literature was sug-

gestive enough to lead one 
prominent Richardson sup-
porter to question the in-
tegrity of the new assem-
blywoman.

“The notion that this wasn’t 
misleading is absurd,” said 
Greenpoint District Leader 
Nick Rizzo, who worked on 
Richardson’s campaign and 
handed out some of the flyers 
bearing James’s quote. “I’m 
proud to have worked on the 
campaign and I still support 
Diana, but I wish it had been 
a little more honest. It is in-
cumbent upon us to campaign 
cleaner if we want a cleaner 
government.”

The accidental blind car-
bon copy by Goldstein was 
the second such snafu in the 
past week, coming on the 
heels of an e-mail Mayor De-
Blasio  accidentally sent to the 
New York Times complaining 
about subway service . 

Public Advocate Letitia James (left) didn’t endorse 
Diana Richardson for Assembly, but her face ap-
peared on flyers for the candidate. The e-mail chain 
above tries to explain that this is no big deal.
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer 

Directed Personal Assistance Program 
allows individuals 

more control over their caregiver services
by permitting you to choose your 

own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

The UPS Store® is now 

open in Crown Heights

Copyright © 2014 The UPS Store, Inc. Scan to get 15% off

1080 Bergen Street, 1st Floor
Brooklyn, NY  11216
718.467.9500
theupsstorelocal.com/6581

Public Notice
The New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation (DEC) has received a Brownfield Cleanup 

Program (BCP) application from Rodney Street Investors 

LLC for a site known as 432 Rodney Street site ID 

#C224216. This site is located in the Borough of Brooklyn, 

within the County of Kings, and is located at 432 Rodney 

Street, 123 and 129 Hope Street, and 441 Keap Street. 

Comments regarding this application must be submitted 

no later than June 19, 2015. Information regarding the 

site, the application and how to submit comments can be 

found at http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/60058.html 
or send comments to Kerry Maloney, NYSDEC - DER, 

625 Broadway, 12th Floor, Albany, NY 12233-7015;  

kerry.maloney@dec.ny.gov or call (518) 402-9629.

To have information such as this notice sent right to your 

email, sign up with county email listservs available at 

www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

destination, allowing them 
to split the costs. Riders in 
Williamsburg who select the 
UberPool option in the com-

pany’s app will be able to get 
the $2.75 rate regardless of 
whether they end up shar-
ing a car or not, and will not 
be subject to so-called surge 

Continued from page 1
UBERMENSCH pricing — when the compa-

ny’s fares famously skyrocket 
during times of high demand 
— said Uber general man-
ager Josh Mohrer. 

Uber  had already been 
offering a similar promo-
tion  for $5 since the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority first started halt-
ing L train service between 
Lorimer Street and Manhat-
tan for maintenance work on 
April 18. The $2.75 rides be-
gan on May 8 and will fin-
ish on May 18 .

Critics of Uber have at-
tacked the car service in 
the past for  not thoroughly 
screening its drivers  and  us-
ing ruthless tactics to edge 
out its competitors . The com-
pany also came under heavy 
scrutiny last year when  Buzz-
feed reported  that its senior 
vice president for business 
told guests at a private party 
that he planned to dig up dirt 
on journalists who had been 
critical of Uber. 

But Reynoso said he sup-
ports the company despite 
the controversy. 

“My primary function is 
to take care of the needs of 
my constituents and this is a 
shot in the arm from a com-
pany that wants to do right,” 
said Reynoso. “I do not shy 
away from innovation.”

Uber is not the first busi-
ness to use the L train clo-
sure as a marketing opportu-
nity —  three local boutiques  
have also been offering $2.75 
discounts throughout the ser-
vice suspension.

A LITTLE TO THE LEFT: Councilman Antonio Rey-
noso, Uber general manager Josh Mohrer, and driv-
er Irin Vera show off a map of the area where folks 
in Williamsburg can get $2.75 rides.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The supermarket that  for 
years has been promised to 
replace a once-beautiful but 
now-dilapidated section of the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard  may fi-
nally be on its way.

Wegmans, a Rochester-
based grocery store chain 
with hundreds of thousands 
of rabid fans, plans to open a 
store at the site of Admirals 
Row on the former military in-
stallation, Navy Yard bigwigs 
announced on Wednesday, 
claiming the family-owned 
company was the best choice 
for the Navy Yard. 

“With Wegmans and the 
entire redevelopment of Ad-
mirals Row, local residents 
will gain needed amenities 
and the Brooklyn Navy Yard 
will further its mission to cre-
ate good-paying, high-qual-
ity jobs for area residents,” 
said David Ehrenberg, pres-
ident and chief executive of-

Gangway! Navy Yard grocery  on way
Latest proposal says city’s fi rst Wegmans will be open by 2017

ficer of the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard Development Corpo-
ration.

The supermarket should 
be ready by 2017. 

Cult fans said they were 

stoked to learn that their fa-
vorite grocery is coming to 
Brooklyn. 

“I went to college upstate, 
and Wegmans is the best of 
the best,” said Kenneth Al-
bermarle. “I live nowhere near 
the Navy Yard, but I can see 
myself going there regularly 
for Wegmans.”

The grocer will anchor 
a $140 million redevelop-
ment of the former Admi-
rals Row, a section of dilap-
idated townhomes that were 
used to house navy brass. 
Officials for Steiner Studios, 
the company who is spear-
heading the redevelopment, 
could not be immediately 
reached to say what else it 
will include, but Wegmans 
officials said it will include 
the grocer, a manufactur-
ing space, and a commu-
nity facility.

Wegmans officials said 
the new store will eventually 
create more than 600 per-

manent jobs in the neighbor-
hood. It plans to initially hire 
450 people, including 150 
full time positions, and will 
grow to 600 jobs, with 250 of 
those being full time. 

Wegmans, which was 
founded in 1916, has 85 stores 
throughout New York, Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey, Vir-
ginia, Maryland, and Mas-
sachusetts.

It isn’t the first time a su-
permarket was promised 
for the site — a controver-
sial plan that has been on 
the table since 2009 and re-
quired the demolition of his-
toric buildings that  the city 
approved in 2012 .

In 2011, plans for a $60-mil-
lion ShopRite supermarket 
collapsed, when the city’s cho-
sen developer, Aaron Malin-
sky,  was arrested in a bribery 
scandal alongside disgraced 
state Sen. Carl Kruger  (D–
Mill Basin), who went to jail 
for a lot of reasons.

The beloved Wegmans, which regularly wins best 
grocery store polls, is said to be coming to the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard.
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops arrested two women 
and a man who they say 
roughed up and robbed a man 
on Livingston Street on May 
4, beating him with a cane 
and running off with cash, 
according to a report.

Five rogues cornered the 
48-year-old victim outside a 
store between Nevins Street 
and Hanover Place at 7:15 
pm, punching, kicking, and 
whacking him with a cane be-
fore smashing his head into 
a plate glass window, po-
lice said. 

The marauders then ran off 
with an unknown amount of 
cash from the victim’s pocket, 
a report said.

Cops managed to track 
down three, collaring a 
20-year-old Bronx woman, 
a 29-year-old Flatbush man, 
and a 22-year-old woman, ac-
cording to a report.

Bike strike
Police nabbed a teen on 

Livingston Street on May 
5 for allegedly stealing a 
Citi Bike, according to a 
report.

Officers saw the 15-year-
old boy cruising on a Citi 
Bike near Gallatin Place 
and stopped him for ques-
tioning, although it was not 
clear from the report why po-

It’s no big surprise—Brooklyn has it all. Including world-class medical care throughout the borough.  
NYU Langone Medical Center has more than 12 locations with physicians across all specialties—along with a new ER.  

To find the right NYU Langone specialist for you, call 888.7.NYU.MED or visit nyulangone.org.

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

$99
for Exam, Xrays and Cleaning

$1,000 OFF
Invisalign treatment

$250
for in-offi ce and take-home
bleaching combo

Ask about our in-offi ce insurance plan

380 Union Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11211
(347) 687-4537

MetropolitanDentalArts.com

All new patients get

FREE
whitening kit

FOLLOW 
US ON 

TWITTER
twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Group smashes man’s head through window
Bye bye, Buick

A miscreant drove off with 
a Buick parked on 11th Street 
sometime between May 1 and 
2, cops said.

The victim parked his 
$5,000 Buick Century se-
dan between Prospect Park 
West and Eighth Avenue at 
6:30 pm, but when he returned 
at 2:15 pm the next day his 
ride had vanished, accord-
ing to a report.

In and out
A scoundrel stole thou-

sands of dollars in loot from 
a locked storage unit on Pres-
ident Street between April 17 
and April 28, according to a 
report.

The unknown brigands 
managed to enter the locker 
between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues without forcing entry 
and walked out with a fat sack 
of jewelry, including a wed-
ding ring, gold earrings, neck-
laces, and World War II med-
als, cops said.

Terminated
Cops cuffed a young man 

after he allegedly threatened 
to pull a gun and robbed a man 
at Atlantic Terminal on April 
28, according to a report.

The suspect allegedly ap-
proached his victim outside 
the Flatbush Avenue subway 
stop at 9:15 pm, telling him, 
“I got a piece on me,” before 
snatching the man’s Samsung 
Galaxy 5S smartphone and 
fleeing into the subway, cops 
said.

Police later arrested the 
18-year-old, a report said.

Star employee
A woman was arrested 

after her employers accused 
her of stealing from a Sev-
enth Avenue restaurant at 
which she worked between 
April 28 and May 1, accord-
ing to a report.

Camera footage at the eat-
ery between Berkeley Place 
and Union Street captured the 
woman swiping cash from the 
register, allegedly abscond-
ing with $1,200 over several 
days, cops said.

— Noah Hurowitz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Ridge bash-in
A punk pried open the front 

door to a Sixth Avenue home 
on May 6 and stole some com-
puters. 

The thief took a laptop and 
a tablet computer from the 
home between Senator and 
68th streets in Bay Ridge 
sometime between 5:30 am 
and 5:30 pm, police said.

Window pain
A cat burglar climbed 

through a window and copped 
some jewelry from a 68th Street 
apartment on May 8. 

The sneak scaled a fire es-
cape on the building between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Bay 
Ridge sometime between 2 pm 
and 4 pm and took $900 worth 
of baubles, police said.

Hear me roar
A goon tried to grab a wom-

an’s phone on the corner of 
12th Avenue and 85th Street 
in Dyker Heights on May 7, 
but she fended him off with 
a shout. 

The fiend flung the woman 
to the ground at 11:15 pm and 
swiped for her phone, police 
said. The mugger missed, and 
the woman stashed the cell in 
her purse, officials said. 

The lummox tried to rip 
the phone out of her bag, 
but he ran away when she 
started screaming, a police 
report states.

Roam no more
Cops collared a guy who 

allegedly cribbed five cell-
phones from an 86th Street 
store on May 5. 

The guy allegedly walked 
out of the shop between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Bay Ridge carrying the hot 
handhelds at 12:30 pm, but 
the store dropped a dime on 
him, and police picked him 
up a short time later, alleg-
edly still carrying two of the 
ill-gotten gadgets, a police 
report states.

— Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Overreaction
A crazed woman got into 

an argument with two men 
on Kent Avenue on May 9 
and slashed them both with 
a box-cutter.

One of the victims told po-
lice that he and a friend got 
into an argument with two 
women near N. Third Street at 
12:10 am. According to the po-
lice report, they were arguing 

when one of the deadly dames 
suddenly pulled out a box-cut-
ter and slashed him and his 
friend in the face and neck 
before running away. 

Police used surveillance 
video to try to find the two 
femme fatales but could not. 
Emergency personnel took the 
men to Bellevue Hospital.

Swiped phone
A brazen robber attacked 

a teenager on the stairs of the 
Lorimer Street L station on 
May 7 and stole his phone.

The victim told police that 
he was walking down the 
stairs of the station at Met-
ropolitan Avenue at 4:10 pm 
when a guy ran up to him and 
demanded his phone.

“Let me get your phone,” 
the robber said before grab-
bing the victim. The victim 
fell down the stairs and the 
robber put his hand into the 
victim’s pants pocket, ripping 
his pants, police reported. He 
then ran off with the phone. 

Parking woes
A pair of violent cretins fol-

lowed two people, beat them 
with the baton, and stole their 
stuff on Manhattan Avenue 
on May 9.

The victims told police they 
were heading to their car at 
5:05 am when they saw the 
suspicious-looking men. They 
turned down toward the In-
dia Street pier at the corner of 
West and India streets. 

They were getting into their 
car when they saw the men 
again. One of the men hit one 
of the victims over the head 
with a metal baton, causing 
a deep cut in his head, ac-
cording to the police report. 
They then went into the vic-
tim’s car and grabbed a book 
bag that contained a laptop 
and electronic speakers. The 
victims drove themselves to 
the hospital.

Quick text
Someone snatched the 

phone out of the man’s hand 
when he was texting at a 
Wythe Avenue nightclub on 
May 2.

The victim told police that 
he was standing in the main 
room of the club near N. 12th 
Street at 2 am when someone 
suddenly snatched the phone 
out of his hand and ran into 
a crowd of people. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Shut down
A manipulative thief tried 

to get a woman to hand over 
a large sum of cash by tell-
ing her in a phone call to her 
Keap Street home on May 10 
that they had kidnapped her 
son and were removing his 
fingers.

The victim told police that 
she received the call in her 
apartment between S. Third 
and S. Fourth streets at 12:30 
pm from a man who demanded 
that she send $1,000 to keep 
her son alive. 

“We have your son,” the 
man on the phone said. “If 
you don’t give us $1,000, we 
are going to kill him.”

Someone else came on 
the phone and said that they 
were cutting the son’s fin-
gers off and then another 
voice screamed. 

Then they told the woman to 
go to Western Union branch and 
wire them the $1,000. The vic-
tim instead called her son, who 
told her that he was at work and 
still had all his fingers.

Bag swipe
Someone stole a woman’s 

purse after she left it under 
a table at a Meserole Street 
bar on May 9 to go to the re-
stroom.

The victim told police that 
she set her purse under the ta-
ble at a the watering hole near 
Graham Avenue at 1 am and 
headed to the loo. When she 
came back 10 minutes later, 
her bag, which contained her 
laptop and Lithuanian pass-
port, was missing. 

Some friend
A woman’s acquaintance 

turned on her and stole her 
money while they were try-
ing to get a cab on Flushing 
Avenue on May 9.

She told police that she was 
between Humboldt Street and 
Bushwick Avenue with her 
friend at 12:08 pm when he 
suddenly went into her purse 
and grabbed $1,000 in cash 
out of it. 

He then threw her purse 
on the ground and ran away.  
She told police that she does 
not know where he lives or 
where he hangs out.

— Danielle Furfaro

lice suspected the boy of steal-
ing the bike.

A check with Citi Bike re-
vealed that the wheels had last 
been legally docked on May 
1, and cops busted the kid for 
being in possession of stolen 
property, a report said.

Unprovoked
A knife-wielding lout 

slashed a teen at the Hoyt 
Street subway station on May 
8 for being from the wrong 
neighborhood, cops said.

The victim was on the plat-
form at the 2 and 3 train stop 
at 2:50 pm when the brute, 
accompanied by a group of 
youths and without provoca-
tion, said, “You from Cobble? 
I’m from Gowanus,” before 
pulling a blade and slashing 
his 17-year-old victim on the 
scalp, hand and wrist, accord-
ing to a report. 

The ruffian and his cohorts 
then fled the scene, leaving the 
teen bleeding badly enough to 
require 15 stitches and six sta-
ples to suture his wounds.

Nab and grab
Police arrested a teen who 

they say swiped more than 
$1,000 in merchandise from 

a Fulton Street store on May 
8, a report said.

Employees at the store be-
tween Lawrence and Bridge 
streets noticed the 15-year-
old girl loading up on shirts, 
pants, and other clothing items 
totaling $1,646 in loot, and 
notified cops, who man-
aged to apprehend the teen 
and recover the goods, a re-
port said.

Swiped card
A man was busted for try-

ing to buy merchandise with 
a stolen debit card at a Ful-
ton Street store on May 9, ac-
cording to a report.

Employees at the establish-
ment between Lawrence and 
Bridge streets notified cops 
after the 30-year-old Queens 
man tried to buy stuff with 
a debit card that had already 
been reported lost, police 
said. 

When an officer responded 
he saw the man charge at an 
employee with pepper spray 
in his hand, but the cop was 
able to break up the confron-
tation and collar the suspect, 
who said he had the pepper 
spray for self defense.

Sweathog
Someone swiped more 

than $1,000 in sweatshirts 
from a Front Street shop on 
May 10, according to police 
reports.

Unknown miscreants snuck 
into the store between Main 
and Washington streets some-
time between 1:28 am and 6:29 
pm on May 10 and walked 
out with nine blue hoodies 
worth $666 and seven orange 
hoodies valued at $476, po-
lice said.

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope 

Auto gone
A repair job turned into a 

mystery when thieves swiped 
a vehicle from a Fourth Av-
enue auto shop between 
April 24 and April 28, a re-
port said.

The victim dropped his 
Dodge sedan off at the shop 
between President and Car-
roll streets, but when he went 
to pick it up on April 28, his 
ride had disappeared, cops 
said. 

The owner told his ex-
tremely unsatisfied customer 
that the car had last been seen 
parked on the street after get-
ting the fixes it needed, but 
sometime between the repairs 
and the pickups, someone had 
absconded with it, according 
to a report.
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Bishop Kearney High School

Summer Programs
Visit www.bishopkearneyhs.org/summer for more info.

Basketball Camp Grades 5-8
Contact: admissions@kearneyhs.org

July 6-10 (9am-1pm) $200

Cheerleading Camp Grades 7-11
Contact: jparker@kearneyhs.org

July 6-17 (Mon-Thurs 9am-4pm) $250**

Drivers Ed Must be 16 • Co Ed
The hour and a half of driving can take place 
before or after
Contact: cschmidt@kearneyhs.org

July 6 - August 12
(Mon-Wed 9:30-11am)

$475

Volleyball Camp Grades 6-8
Contact: admissions@kearneyhs.org

July 13 - 16 (9am -1pm) $175

Register 
Now!

** Discount for 7th graders  | Space is limited. Registration fees included

Did you know regular 
mattresses contain toxic flame 
retardants that are known 
carcinogens? Our mattresses 
are made with organic cotton, 
wool, all-natural rubber. No 
PBDEs. No petrochemicals. 
And we have the certifications 
to prove it.

Sleep healthy.
Sleep better.
Stay well.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Bookish bikers and bik-
ish bookers teamed up for 
the Brooklyn Public Library’s 
“Bike the Branches” event on 
May 9, riding to libraries in 
neighborhoods near and far 
across the borough in an at-
tempt to see who could hit 
the most checkpoints, or just 
have a nice ride.

“Me and my buddy got 18, 
but I think the winner got 
40,” said Casey Stockton, 
who came all the way from 
Manhattan to join his pal for 
the ride. “We were just kinda 
cruising around.”

Riders taking part in the 
third annual event received 
a bib and a map, and armed 
with some suggested routes, 

set off to explore Brooklyn 
library by library, which a 
spokesman said before the 

ride was expected to draw 
more than 1,000 bookworms. 
Funds from the ride will go 

toward free community out-
reach programs at Brooklyn 
Libraries.  

Book-loving bicyclists 
tour borough libraries 
‘Bike the Branches’ draws 100s of two-wheel bibliophiles

COOLING THEIR JETS: Casey Stockton, Molly Nestor, and Marshall Thomas 
relax near Grand Army Plaza after the Bike the Branches ride on May 9.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It was a committeeman confronta-
tion!

Williamsburg district leader Nick Rizzo 
says he took a punch to the face from a 
Greenpoint bar owner early on May 7 
when he stepped up to help a bartender 
after the owner refused to let her leave the 
bar, the low-level politician claimed. 

“I will take a punch for anyone vul-
nerable in my district,” said Rizzo,  a 
bearded, bike-riding politician who be-
came district leader last year . 

Rizzo walked around Williamsburg 
and Greenpoint last Thursday sporting 
a black eye from the early morning an-
tics that ended up with Tommy’s Tavern 
owner in the back of a squad car. 

According to Rizzo, he was enjoy-
ing some beers and company at the “di-
vieist dive bar in Greenpoint” at the 
corner of Manhattan Avenue and Free-
man Street just after 3 am last Thurs-
day when the owner got into an argu-
ment with a bartender about when to 
close up shop. The bartender wanted 
to go home, but the owner insisted that 
she keep serving drinks. The woman 
tried to leave, but the owner grabbed 
her to stop her from leaving. That is 
when Rizzo stepped in. 

“I told him ‘Look, you can fire her, 
but you cannot put your hands on her 
and you cannot physically force her to 
stay,’ ” said Rizzo. 

department charged the owner with as-
sault, menacing, disorderly conduct, and 
second-degree harassment. 

Rizzo said he does not plan to press 
charges, but police said they have al-
ready started the criminal justice pro-
cess against the owner based on Riz-
zo’s black eye. 

Tommy’s Tavern is known as Mur-
der Bar by locals for a killing that hap-
pened there years ago. The tavern’s anti-
quated website www.tommystavern.com, 
which features a pair of neon dancing 
girls and moving skulls and portions of 
skeletons, advertises “incredibly cheap 
beer” and music by “live girls.”

Rizzo is the second Williamsburg po-
litico to go out of his way to help some-
one or an animal in need in recent weeks. 
Councilman Steve Levin garnered  ac-
colades  and then a fiancee after  he res-
cued an abused and pregnant cat off the 
Brooklyn Queens Expressway .  

The bar’s owner could not be reached for 
comment, but Rizzo figures he will have 
to look for a new late-night joint, since he 
is probably banned from Tommy’s.

A state committeeman, also known 
as a district leader, is the lowest level 
of elected office. Holders of the unpaid 
position  help the parties  they represent 
hire poll workers and election inspec-
tors, organize meetings and events, elect 
judges for civil, supreme, and surrogate 
courts, and support candidates in their 
run for office.

The owner ordered Rizzo out of the 
bar, but he said he refused to leave un-
til he knew the bartender was safe. He 
called the police and while he was wait-
ing for them to show up, the out-of-
control owner socked Rizzo in the eye. 
When cops showed up, they cuffed the 
bar owner. 

The NYPD confirmed Rizzo’s ac-
count. A police spokeswoman said the 

Low-level pol: I got a black eye 
protecting a damsel in distress

Nick Rizzo shows off the shiner he 
got during an altercation at Tom-
my’s Tavern, the so-called diviest 
bar in Greenpoint.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A new Williamsburg music 
venue is promising to bring 
a robust classical and avant-
garde music lineup to the 
neighborhood. 

National Sawdust, which 
has been under construction 
since last year and was  previ-
ously named Original Music 
Workshop , will open in Oc-
tober with a genre-bending 
lineup curated by members of 
bands including Arcade Fire 
and the National and compos-
ers including  Park Slope pia-
nist Simone Dinnerstein . 

“It is a dream come true, 
and a rare opportunity, for me 
to lead a place like National 

Zorn, Inuit throat singer Tanya 
Tagaq, and a capella group 
Roomful of Teeth. 

Prestini has also invited 
several musicians to con-
duct residencies at the venues. 
Those artists include Wilco 
drummer Glenn Kotche, Zim-
babwean singer-songwriter 
Netsayi, and Norwegian youth 
string ensemble 1B1. 

Artists say they are excited 
to see what kind of creations 
they can come up with in the 
new space. 

“I am thrilled to be a part 
of this exciting new venture 
and I am looking forward to 
curating a stimulating and cre-
ative series of concerts,” said 
Dinnerstein. 

viding vital mentoring, space 
and support to so many other 
still-nascent artists.”

The opening concerts at 
the venue’s 300-capacity hall 
will include saxophonist John 

Sawdust as a young composer,” 
said composer Paola Prestini, 
who is the venue’s executive 
director.  “I am excited to be 
in turn creating a venue cu-
rated by—and focused on pro-

New music venue for W’burg

National Sawdust in Williamsburg will bring a mix of 
classical, avant-garde, and pop music to the neigh-
borhood.
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SURE,
AT FIRST I WAS A LITTLE TAKEN ABACK 

BY THE WHOLE PEEING STANDING UP THING. 
BUT I TAUGHT HIM TO THROW A STICK 

AND NOW HANGING OUT WITH HIM
IS THE BEST PART OF MY DAY. 
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Total crap
T H E AT E R

By Trupti Rami
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
alk about a twisted sense of 
humor!

A high-spirited yogini will 
teach a workshop on “laughter yoga” 
at a Park Slope studio on May 16. 
This chuckle-focused practice is a 
way for people to unwind and take 
life a little less seriously, said the 
teacher.

“As a society, and in New York 
City, we are taught so much to ‘be 
in control’ and be serious about our-
selves,” said yoga instructor April 
Frazier, who introduced the work-
shop to the school. “I love laugh-
ter yoga because it is an immedi-
ate relief of stress and cultivates 
playfulness.”

Frazier (pictured right)  said 
she starts the workshop by asking 
her students to visualize a time in 
childhood when they, or a child they 
know, were laughing uncontrollably 
and to concentrate on the context of 
that moment. Who else was there? 
What were they doing? What was so 
funny? She then asks a few people 
to share these anecdotes.

“This primes the mind for laugh-
ter and going back to their inner 
child,” said Frazier, who has been 
teaching yoga for five years and 
laughter yoga for nearly a year.

Next comes stretching and breath-
ing exercises to warm-up the stom-
ach muscles and help unleash the 
belly laughs. 

Then finally it is time to crack 
up — participants spend about 20 
minutes doing different laughter ex-
ercises that Frazier said are surpris-

ingly aerobically challenging. Ex-
pect to sweat while you snicker, 
she said.

“Have you ever laughed un-
controllably for an extended 
amount of time? You really feel 
it in your core the next day,” 
said Frazier.

As well as being a great ab 
workout, Frazier said laughter 
yoga helps people feel more con-
nected to others, and makes it 
easier to look on the bright side 
of life off the yoga mat.

“You find you can move to a 
place of resilience and be able 
to laugh things off that come 
up in life,” she said.

Frazier said everyone has 
a different experience in the 
class. Some find it difficult 
to let loose at first, but Fra-
zier said even the most up-
tight practitioners will get 
something out of the exer-
cise.

“You can fake it until you 
make it, and the body still 
receives the benefits,” she 
said. “You don’t need to 
have a good sense of hu-
mor or be a comedian to en-
joy the practice.” 

She is aiming to have the number two play 
in all of Brooklyn. 

A playwright and actor with her mind in 
the toilet has created a mostly one-woman 
play about the joys and struggles of bomb-
ing the porcelain sea, which she will per-
form at Jack arts center in Clinton Hill on 
May 14–20. “Toilet Fire: Rectums in the Rec-
tory” was conceived during a bout of indi-
gestion, she said. 

“I had eaten some french fries and had to 
use the bathroom, and I thought that some-
thing about my ongoing digestive ailments 
could be good fodder,” said Eliza Bent. 

In the multi-media surrealist play, Bent 
works through issues of digestion, philosophy, 
and faith while playing a variety of charac-
ters, including a priest working a “Conflus-
sional,” a f light attendant, and a constipated 
version of herself. 

There is also a lecture on the history of the 
john and the role that it has played in scien-
tific and religious events and rituals.

“It is me talking through these matters for 
myself,” she said. 

Bent, a graduate of Brooklyn College’s Mas-
ter of Fine Arts playwriting program and a 
former editor at American Theatre magazine, 
said has workshopped the play a few times in 
the past year, but said what she will perform 
at Jack is the real deal. 

“It is the full-f lush version,” she said.  
Eliza Bent performs “Toilet Fire: Rectums 

in the Rectory” at Jack (505 Waverly Ave. be-
tween Fulton Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, www.jackny.org). May 14 to 16 and 
May 20 to 23 at 8 pm. $15. 
 — Danielle Furfaro

He won’t just be saying bye, bye Miss Amer-
ican Pie. 

A Park Slope cabaret-show critic will swap 
his computer keyboard for the musical kind 
when he gives a performance of classic Don 
Mclean ditties at Union Temple in Prospect 
Heights on May 15. Yes, he will do “Ameri-
can Pie,” but the performing penman and said 
he also hopes shine a spotlight on the lesser-
known tunes in the McLean oeuvre.

“I like to start off with one verse of ‘Amer-
ican Pie’ because people know it, but just a 
taste,” said word-slinger-turned-singer Stephen 
Hanks. “I’ve always thought the rest of his 
songs are very under appreciated.”

Full disclosure — in 2011, Hanks worked for 
this very newspaper selling advertising space. 
But he said he soon discovered his true passion 
was cabaret, not classifieds, when he opened a 
small production company and became a caba-
ret reviewer for the online publication Broad-
way World, where he is now an editor. 

“I’d be doing ad sales at the paper and 
then running around seeing shows at night,” 
he said.

Hanks said he was drawn to cabaret in par-
ticular because it offers a more theatrical ex-
perience for the performer and patrons.

“Cabaret is a very intimate art-form where 
the connection between the singer and the au-
dience is a little bit closer than your average 
concert where it’s just a singer doing a set,” 
he said. 

This is Hanks’s second show devoted to Don 
McLean. In 2013, he penned and performed a 
show called “Beyond American Pie: The Don 
McLean Songbook,” which he reprised last 
year. His new show, “Don McLean: Story-
teller” — which he will also perform on the 
distant island of Manhattan next month — 
will focus on 16 songs that Hanks says show 
McLean’s talent as an American griot. The 
tunes cover a range of genres — including 
folk, pop, and ballads — but all of them have 
a tale to tell, he said. 

“Whether relationships or political state-
ments, it’s that kind of a set as opposed to ran-
dom Don McLean songs,” Hanks said.

Stephen Hanks performs “Don McLean: 
Storyteller” at Union Temple (17 Eastern Pkwy. 
between Plaza Street East and Underhill Ave-
nue in Prospect Heights, (718) 638–7600, www.
uniontemple.org). May 15 at 8 pm. Free. 
 — Noah Hurowitz

Show man 
M U S I C

By Bill Roundy
for The Brooklyn Paper

I
t is a sumo sampler!

A Williamsburg kitch-
enware store and cooking 

school will bring a taste of the 
traditional Japanese sport to 
Brooklyn with a sumo-themed 
party on May 16, where it will 
project the latest wrestling 
matches from Tokyo onto a 
six-foot screen while guests 
chow down on Japanese food 
and booze. It is an event you 
won’t find at any of the bor-
ough’s sports bars, said the 
organizer.

“There’s no other place in 
Brooklyn to have this expe-
rience,” said Harry Rosen-
blum, co-founder of Brook-
lyn Kitchen. 

The Williamsburg resident 
said he created the event after a 
friend fell in love with the sport 
while traveling in Japan, and 
decided to bring it back home 
with him to New York. 

“He ended up going to a 
sumo match, and he came 
back raving about it,” said 
Rosenblum. “He said, ‘No-
body knows anything about 
sumo in New York — let’s do 
something about that!’ ”

In a sumo wrestling match, 

two colossal combatants try 
to knock each other off their 
feet or out of the ring. Each 
bout lasts only a few minutes, 
but there can be as many as 20 
matches on each day of a two-
week tournament. Brooklyn 
Kitchen won’t show the events 
live, because of the 13-hour 
time difference from Tokyo, 
but Rosenblum said he will 

feature the most exciting of 
the day’s throw-downs at the 
three-hour sumo party. 

And he said he still hopes to 
recreate the feeling of attend-
ing the tournament in a real 
sumo stadium. Each specta-
tor will get a traditional bento 
box with rice, meat, and pick-
les, along with plenty of Orion 
beer, cold sake, and Nikka pre-

mium Japanese whiskey. 
“We’ll be eating, drink-

ing, and watching sumo,” 
said Rosenblum. 

Rosenblum will also be 
serving chankonabe, a hearty 
stew he says sumo wrestlers 
eat to help them put on weight. 
On the day of a match, the gar-
gantuan grapplers nosh on a 
version made with poultry be-
cause the wrestlers must al-
ways be on two legs, like a 
chicken, he said. 

Saturday’s event is designed 
to whet Brooklynites’ appe-
tites for more, Rosenblum 
said. If it goes well, Brooklyn 
Kitchen will host another party 
when the next of the six annual 
tournaments happens in July. 
Rosenblum said he isn’t sure 
how many sumo fans there are 
in Brooklyn — yet — but he 
plans to change that. 

“We hope to find them — 
or make them!” he said.

Stretch 
comedy
Park Slope studio offers 
‘laughter yoga’ workshop

Serving up some sumo!
Party has Japanese food and wrestling

Laughter Yoga Workshop at 
Brooklyn Yoga School [82 Sixth 
Ave. between St. Marks Avenue 
and Prospect Place in Park Slope, 
(718) 395–7632, www.brooklynyo-
gaschool.com]. May 16 from 5–6 
pm. $15.

YO G A

Sumo Party at Brook-
lyn Kitchen [100 Frost 
St. at Meeker Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 389–
2982, www.thebrook-
lynkitchen.com]. May 16 
at 4 pm. $35.

PA R T Y

Kanpai!: Brooklyn Kitchen co-owner Harry Rosenblum 
will serve up Japanese beer, sake, and whiskey at his 
sumo party.
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Now that’s entertainment: Watch sumo matches like 
this one at Brooklyn Kitchen on May 16.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Sa

ra
 H

yl
to

n
P

ho
to

 b
y 

E
liz

ab
et

h 
G

ra
ha

m

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 K
yo

d
o 

N
ew

s

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Sa

ra
 H

yl
to

n



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25008  AWP  May 15-21, 2015

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 15

Cop this
Meet Brooklyn’s so-
called “dirtiest cop 
ever” in the new docu-
mentary “The Seven 
Five,” which profiles 
Michael Dowd, who 
worked East New York 
in the 1980s. Dowd 
speaks candidly about 
how he and his crew 
robbed dealers, stole 
cash, and sold drugs 
on the job — until they 
got busted.

7:30 pm at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–3980, www.nite-
hawkcinema.com]. $11.

SATURDAY
May 16

Flicker flicks
Local animation archi-
vist  Tommy Stathes 
has been sharing  his 
vast collection of vin-
tage cartoons around 
the city for years with 
his Cartoon Carnival 
screening series. For 
the next edition, 
Stathes will dip into his 
trove of rare 16-milli-
meter silent animated 
cartoons from the 
1900s to 1920s. 

7:30 pm at Standard 
ToyKraft (722 
Metropolitan Ave., third 
floor, between Manhattan 
and Graham avenues in 
Williamsburg, www.stan-
dardtoykraft.org). $10.

SUNDAY
May 17

Art-cade
Hip video game site 
Two5six is hosting a 
conference in Wil-
liamsburg this week-
end, and the final day 
will include a free pub-
lic arcade of weird 
indie games, including 
an early look at “Sun-
set,” the latest title 
from popular arthouse 
developer Tale of 
Tales. The event will 
also feature an open 
bar from noon to 2 
pm, and disc jockeys 
including techno artist 
Matthew Dear. 

Noon–6 pm at the Villain 
[50 N. Third St. near Kent 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
2015.two5six.com]. Free.

MONDAY
May 18

Guitar zero
Brooklyn’s finest fake 
guitarists will battle it 
out at Saint Vitus bar in 
the borough qualifier 
for a spot in the US Air 
Guitar Championships. 
Danny Tamberelli and 
Mike Maronna from 
’90s Nickelodeon 
show “The Adventures 
of Pete and Pete” will 
judge the stringless 
shredders and pick a 
winner. 

8 pm at Saint Vitus (1120 
Manhattan Ave., between 
Clay and Box streets in 
Greenpoint, www.saintvi-
tusbar.com). $5.

TUESDAY
May 19

Spokes 
speak
Brooklyn was a center 
of cycling long before 
the fixie crowd rolled 
in. To celebrate 
National Bike Month, 
a bicycle history 
expert will peddle 
into the Brooklyn His-
torical Society to dis-
cuss the borough’s 
long tradition of trav-
elling on two wheels.

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrpont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111, 
www.brooklynhistory.org]. 
Free, bur RSVPs recom-
mended.
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FRI, MAY 15
ART, “THANK YOU” OPENING RE-

CEPTION: Using plastics and refuse 
gathered from their neighborhood, 
artists Raul de Nieves and Erik Zajac-
eskowski create large-scale immer-
sive environments. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Black & White Gallery/Project Space 
(56 Bogart St. between Harrison Pl. 
and Garrison St. in Bushwick), www.
blackandwhiteprojectspace.org.

ART, “PANCAKE FERRARI” OPENING 
RECEPTION: Alt Space’s inaugural 
exhibition, featuring new paintings 
and a fl oor-to-ceiling installation of 
works from artist Brian Leo. Free. 
7–9 pm. Alr Space (41 Montrose Ave. 
between Lorimer Street and Union 
Avenue in Bushwick), altcitizen.com.  

READING, SEAN H. DOYLE WITH D. 
FOY, NATALIE EILBERT, JORDAN 
GINSBERG: Sean H. Doyle launches 
his debut collection, “This Must 
Be the Place,” with D. Foy (“Made 
to Break”), Natalie Eilbert (“Swan 
Feast), and Jordan Ginsberg (“Ha-
zlitt”). Free. 7 pm. Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. between Milton and 
Noble streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “SUMMERTIME”: A site-
specifi c dive into the reasons of love, 
the play “Summertime” by Charles 
L. Mee watches lovers, family, and 
friends tempt and attempt long-last-
ing romance and question whether 
it’s possible at all. $18. 8 pm. 
Gowanus Loft (61 9th St. between 
Second Avenue and Smith Street in 
Gowanus), www.betweentwobor-
oughs.com. 

SAT, MAY 16
6/15 GREEN COMMUNITY GARDEN 

SPRING FESTIVAL AND PLANT 
SALE: Community garden will sell 
fl ower, heirloom, and vegetable 
plants, plus live music, face painting 
and games for kids, and an exhibi-
tion featuring photos of community 
gardens. Free. 11 am–dark. 6/15 
Green [Sixth Avenue and 15th Street 
in Park Slope], www.615green.org. 

MUSIC, MAC MCCAUGHAN, FLESH 
WOUNDS, AND THE KIDS: 
$12–$14. 8 pm. Baby’s All Right (146 
Broadway at Liberty Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.babysallright.com.

MUSIC, BROWNSVILLE HERITAGE 

HOUSE JAZZ 2015: The Wade 
Barnes Tribute Band presents the 
Word on the Street Ensemble. Free. 
3–6 pm. Brownsville Heritage House 
[581 Mother Gaston Blvd. between 
Dumont and Livonia avenues in 
Brownsville, (718) 385–1111]. 

FLEECE FESTIVAL: Join with staff at 
the zoo and watch as the sheep get 
their annual buzz cut, along with 
wool demos and fun activities. Free 
with zoo admission. 11 am–4 pm. 
Prospect Park Zoo [450 Flatbush 
Ave. at Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 399–7339], www.
prospectparkzoo.com. 

THE GREAT BIG BACON PICNIC: 
Bacon dishes and drinks from more 
than 100 chefs, restaurants, food 
trucks, brewers and mixologists, 
plus music from the High and Mighty 
Brass Band. $99–$249. Noon–2:30 
pm and 6:30–9 pm. The Old Pfi zer 
Factory [630 Flushing Ave. between 
Marcy and Tompkins avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (212) 680–0179], www.
greatbigbacon.com. 

SUN, MAY 17
ART, “YOUR [ ___ ] NEIGHBOR-

HOOD”: Fifteen multidisciplinary 
artists will premiere works spurred 
by the theme of gentrifi cation. $15. 
6–9 pm. Center for Performance 
Research [361 Manhattan Ave. at 
Jackson Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
349–1210]. 

“THE MUSICAL ADVENTURES OF 
FLAT STANLEY”: The whimsical tale 
of Stanley Lambchop, who wakes 
up one morning really, really fl at 
and decides he will see the world 
by mailing himself in an envelope. 
$9. 2 pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn Col-
lege [2900 Campus Rd. between 
Amersfort and Kenilworth places in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

TUE, MAY 26
MUSIC, THE WHO: $49.50–$154.50. 

7:30 pm.

FRI, MAY 29
SPORTS, AMIR KHAN VS. CHRIS 

ALGIERI, PAULIE MALIGNAGGI 

VS. DANNY O’CONNOR: Box-

ing. $52–$257. 6:15 pm

SUN, MAY 31
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: $65–$85. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 6
SPORTS, MIGUEL COTTO VS. 

DANIEL GEALE: Boxing. $32–
$507. 6 pm.

SAT, JUNE 13
MUSIC, COMBINACION PER-

FECTA ANNIVERSARY SALSA 
CONCERT: Featruing Oscar 
D’Leon, Tito Nieves, La India, 
Ismael Miranda, and others. 
$70.50–$305.50. 8 pm.

SUN, JUNE 14
MUSIC, AMPLIFY 2015: Featuring 

Ne-yo, Ludacris, and Cash Cash. 
$9.23–$92.30. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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LEBRATING
YEARS

For More Information, 
Call Stephanie Stellaccio

718-260-2578
sstellaccio@cnglocal.com

Celebrate Brooklyn’s 
Women of Distinction

Jean P. Alexander
Linda Allegretti
Gina Argano
Sharon Content
Dr. Laura D’Onofrio
Sanna Ezri
Jacqueline Florio
Debra Friedman
Dr. Karen Gould

Dari Litchman
Irene LoRe
Dr. K. Aletha Maybank
Denise McCLean
Laura McKenna
Ericka Medina
Joan Millman
Rev. Diana Nelson
Marianne Nicolosi

Maureen O’Malley-
Byrnes

Diana Rafailova
Shelley Della Rocca
Theresa Scavo
Malika Shagaraeva
Sylvia Uziel
Limor Ziarno

HONOREES

Honor her 
with your message 

in Courier Life’s 
special issue published 

May 29, 2015
Deadline 

on Tuesday May 19, 2015

FULL PAGE
HALF PAGE (H)
HALF PAGE (V)

$1,800
$990
$990

8.75” x11.5”
8.75” x 5.6875” 
4.3” x 11.5”

QUARTER PAGE
EIGHTH PAGE
TWELFTH PAGE

$575
$300
$150

4.3” x 5.6875”
4.3” x 2.78”
2.83” x 2.78”

AD RATES & DIMENSIONS

Gala Dinner 
& Award Ceremony

Wednesday, June 10

Join Us!

$100/person
8015/23 13th Ave.,Dyker Heights, NY

Our Keynote Speaker
Ophira Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg is a standup 
comic, writer, and host of NPR’s 
hit trivia comedy show, Ask Me 
Another. She has appeared on 
The Late Late Show, The Today 
Show, Comedy Central, & VH-1.

Where are you?: Barclays is still dark to mourn the Nets’ cur-
tailed season. The music returns May 26 with the Who.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Jazz at Lincoln Center
Frederick P. Rose Hall

Broadway at 60th Street

Box Office Ground Floor

CenterCharge 212-721-6500

THE ARTISTRY OF 
MAX ROACH WITH 
ALI JACKSON
MAY 30 • 8PM
Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra 

drummer Ali Jackson salutes the 

father of modern drumming, Max 

Roach. Jackson presents arrangements 

of the Brooklyn native’s work as well as 

original compositions. 

Tickets start at $30
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Marco Chirico, Chef/Owner of Mar-
co Polo Ristorante, has always demon-
strated an advocacy and support for 
education particularly for the arts. The 
Fine Arts Program at Information Tech-
nology High School to create a mural 
depicting the portrait of Marco Polo.

Information Technology High 
School promotes curricula, which in-
fuses rigor to the arts as well as to aca-
demics. The students from the Fine Arts 
Program where challenged to work in 
using the methods utilized by Renais-
sance Artists. The selected subject-mat-
ter was to portray the journey of Marco 
Polo and The Silk Road. Extensive re-
search on the part of the curriculum in-

cluded scholarly research that required 
students to view historically authentic 
visual references.

The students have been commit-
ted since November, beginning with 
the collaborative effort to design the 
composition, and to the application of 
acquired technical skills. In addition 
they faced the creative difficulties of 
interpreting in a visual medium, acyclic 
painting, the explorers portrait and life 
events.

We would like to cordially invite the 
news media to capture and highlight the 
unveiling of the mural and interview 
the young artists who gave life to this 
masterpiece.

Marco Polo & The Silk Road
Created by the Art Students of Information Technology High School

Jorge Luis Cordero, Art Educator | Joseph E. Reed, Principal

You are cordially invited to attend this event
May 21st, 2015 - @ 5:00 p.m.

345 Court St., Brooklyn, NY 11231 | Phone: 718-852-5015

TELECHARGE.COM  | 212-239-6200 | DinnerWithTheBoysPlay.com 
Acorn Theatre at  410 W 42nd St.

0 | Di WithTh B Pl

FOR ANYONE WHO LOVES “THE SOPRANOS”

PHOTO: JOAN MARCUS

BEST ACTOR
AUDIENCE AWARDS

(Dan Lauria, 2014)

“DON’T MISS IT!”
BroadwayWorld.com

FEATURING STARS FROM
“THE SOPRANOS,” 

“THE WONDER YEARS” 

& “LOMBARDI”

“A FUNNY, FRIENDLY, BIG LUG OF A PLAY!” 
The New York Times

WRITTEN BY DAN LAURIA

By Claire McCartney
for The Brooklyn Paper

G
ive Frieze the freeze!

Manhattan’s fancy contempo-
rary art fair Frieze is this week-

end, but you can save the ferry fare, 
because Brooklyn is having its own 
fancy contemporary art fair. The or-
ganizers of England’s 1:54 Contem-
porary African Art Fair, a two-year-
old festival featuring top artists from 
Africa and the African diaspora, are 
bringing their exhibition to Pioneer 
Works in Red Hook from May 15–
17, and one participating Brooklyn 
artist said the timing and location 
couldn’t be better.

“There’s a buzzing conversation 
around contemporary art by artists 
of African descent … like, every-
one is watching with intrigue,” said 
artist Ruby Onyinyechi Amanze, 

who hails from Nigeria and lives in 
Bedford–Stuyvesant. “Brooklyn is 
an ideal place for 1:54’s debut to a 
New York audience — not just as a 
city with one of the largest popula-

tions of people of African descent, 
but also as a cultural and creative 
hub that is constantly expanding its 
global reach.”

1:54 — named for the 54 countries 

that make up the African continent 
— will feature works from more than 
60 artists, including paintings, sculp-
ture, photography, and video — plus 
a program of panels, lectures, and 
question and answer sessions. The 
relatively small size of the fair should 
make for an intimate, social experi-
ence, said the festival’s founder.

“It’s about new conversations, as 
well as the conversations that con-
tinue and unfold over time,” said Tou-
ria El Glaoui.

Contemporary African art comes to Red Hook

Face it: (Left to right) “Urban Style” by Cameroonian painter Boris 
Nzebo. And “Bintou #2, Or series” by French artist Vincent Michéa.
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1:54 Contemporary African Art 
Fair at Pioneer Works [159 Pio-
neer St. between Van Brunt and 
Conover streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001, www.1-54.com/new-
york]. May 15–16 noon–8 pm, May 
17 noon–6 pm. $10 ($5 students).
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Exhibition expedition!
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Model Homes Open Daily 10-6

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

Call today. Final Phase of Two-Family Homes is 95% SOLD OUT.

h F t R d | Q NY

Each two-family home includes a 3 bedroom owners home PLUS an income-producing rental, 
private yard and roof terrace - Perfectly located in the Rockaways. Enjoy surf beaches, pocket 
parks, public transportation, shopping and social activities.  Best of all, cost of ownership is 
offset by rental income and a 20-year tax abatement.

mplete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin The com
wood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY.  *Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. **Free 1 year Beechw

p gp p , , j , jgp p , , j , j

A membership with home purchase. YMCA
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LAST CHANCE TO OWN A NEW TWO-FAMILY HOME AT ARVERNE BY THE SEA!

Fleece Festival At 
Prospect Park Zoo
Fleece Festival At 
Prospect Park Zoo

MAY 16 & 17
Time: 11am - 4pm

Watch our sheep get their annual haircut  
during a day of shear fun with  

demonstrations, crafts, games and more!

www.prospectparkzoo.org

Don’t miss a

Bar Scrawl 
Find them all at BrooklynPaper.com

Word’s pick
“I Am Sorry to Think I Have 

Raised a Timid Son” by Kent Rus-
sell: For better or for worse, Kent Rus-
sell’s “I Am Sorry to Think I Have 
Raised a Timid Son” has a specific, 
two-part question in mind: in the face 
of a failed and failing masculine sense 
of self, what, exactly, is a young man 
to do? And who will his role mod-
els be? If Russell comes up with any 
answers, he comes up with several, 
and what could be a series of small, 
deluded, nostalgic monuments to a 
bygone era is instead a testament to 
a historical lack, passed on from gen-
eration to generation, with as much 
love as despair.

— Zach Barocas, Word [126 Frank-
lin St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.
com ].

Community’s pick
“Preparation for the Next 

Life” by Atticus Lish: Hello and 
please listen to me. Atticus Lish has 
written one of the most singularly 
powerful American novels of the 
last five years. Bringing together 
an Iraq War vet with PTSD and an 
undocumented Chinese-Muslim im-

migrant, “Preparation for the Next 
Life” scans the horizon of our cur-
rent American Adventure, taking in 
the tired, the poor, the dispossessed, 
the traumatized. With its muscu-
lar prose, careful pacing, and keen 
sense of the ways we talk, now, about 
love, Lish’s debut novel is most stun-
ning for its deep wells of empathy 
and humanity. The bleeding edge 
of the American love story, stained 
on 400 pages.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community 
Bookstore [43 Seventh Ave. between 
Carroll Street and Garfield Place in 
Park Slope, (718) 783–3075, www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net].

Greenlights pick
“The Peregrine” by J.A. Baker: 

Baker’s devotion (madness?) results 
in some intensely memorable descrip-
tions of both physical nature and the 
emotions of his birds. I found my-

self reading with two minds: fasci-
nated as an outsider tracing his ob-
sessive spiral, but totally observed 
by his hypnotic, immersive routine. 
Beautiful, misanthropic, and often 
brutal nature writing that forces you 
to go outside. 

— Julian Elman, Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. between S. El-
liott Place and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.
greenlightbookstore.com ].

Recommended reading
Brooklyn booksellers offer their suggestions

MON, MAY 18
READING, FRANKLIN PARK 

READING SERIES — A 
NIGHT WITH ELECTRIC 
LITERATURE: Showcasing 
writers from fi ction maga-
zine Recommended Read-
ing, including Jim Shepard, 
Diane Cook, Sharma 
Shields. Plus a raffl e for the 
authors’ books and Electric 
Literature merch. Free. 8 
pm. Franklin Park (618 St. 
Johns Pl. between Classon 
and Franklin avenues. in 
Crown Heights), franklin-
parkbrooklyn.com. 

FILM, “BREWED IN BROOK-
LYN”: A documentary 
about the history of beer 
in the borough. Pints of 
Braven White IPA will be 
two for one. Free. 8 pm. 
Heavy Woods [50 Wyck-
off Ave. at Willoughby 
Avenue in Bushwick, (929) 
234–3500], heavywoodsbar.
wordpress.com. 

TUES, MAY 19
READING, ANDREW KNAPP: 

Andrew Knapp and his four-
legged co-author, Momo, 
share photos and stories 
from their latest “where’s 
Momo” photo collec-
tion, “Find Momo Coast 
to Coast,” the followup to 
“Find Momo.” Free. 7 pm. 
Word Bookstore [126 Frank-
lin St. between Milton and 
Noble streets in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, MADAILA, LAZAR 
(FT. BEN DAVIS OF CUD-
DLE MAGIC): $8. 7 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

WED, MAY 20
READING, PATRICIA PARK 

AND LISA LUTZ: Patricia 
Park launches “Re Jane,” 
a recast of Jane Eyre set in 
present-day Queens with 
Lisa Lutz and her new novel, 
“How to Start a Fire,” a 

story of three friends since 
college and the secrets 
that bind them. Free. 7 
pm. Word Bookstore [126 
Franklin St. between Milton 
and Noble streets in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, THE BIG TERRIFIC 
COMEDY SHOW: Standup 
comedy, hosted by Max 
Silvestri. Free. 8 pm. Cameo 

Gallery [93 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 302–1180], www.
cameony.net. 

THURS, MAY 21
READING, KARIM DIMECH-

KIE: Presenting his novel, 
“Lifted by the Great Noth-
ing,” a coming-of-age story 
about a Lebanese-American 
young man who discovers 
he’s been living a lie. Free. 
7 pm. Word Bookstore [126 
Franklin St. between Milton 
and Noble streets in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, MIKE BRUN, KATE 
DAVIS, RACHEL BROT-
MAN: $12. 7:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, HEY GIRL SLOW 
DOWN, SOMEONE IN A 
TREE, SUPERFECTA: $7. 8 
pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand 
St. at Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

FRI, MAY 22
MUSIC, DANSE DE SADE, 

SEWAGE, THE DISCON-
NECTS, THE OMEGA 
MEN, SOTVO: $7. 8 pm. 
Trash Bar [256 Grand St. at 
Driggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], www.
thetrashbar.com. 

SAT, MAY 23
MUSIC, RAYA BRASS BAND, 

SANDARAA: $15 ($12 in 
advance). 9 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, A BIRTHDAY HOM-
AGE TO BOB DYLAN: 
Featuring the Zimmymen 
and the Wimmymen and 
the Hollows performing 
“Blonde on Blonde.” Free, 
$5 suggested. 10 pm. The 
Way Station [683 Washing-
ton Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Return of the Mac: Su-
perchunk frontman Mac 
McCaughan plays Baby’s 
All Right on May 16.
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LIU Brooklyn congratulates the graduates who 
were awarded bachelors, masters, and doctoral 
degrees, as well as associates degrees and  
ad�anced certi�cates, at this year�s annual 
Commencement. The university community 
proudly welcomes our newest graduates to  
a global network of over 200,000 alumni.
 
Learn more at LIU.edu and stay connected  
with the LIU Brooklyn alumni community  
at LIU.edu/Alumni. 

Congratulations 
Graduates!

• �,0�� master�s degree recipients
• 825 baccalaureate recipients
• 291 doctoral recipients
• 88 dual bachelor�s�master�s degree recipients
• �	 advanced certi�cate recipients
• 20 associate�s degree recipients

Proudly celebrating:

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

They are not giving up 
without a fight. 

Williamsburg and Green-
point residents who have been 
demanding the city purchase 
the so-called CitiStorage wa-
terfront lot to turn into park-
land say the news that two 
private developers now have 
an option to buy the land will 
just commence the latest bat-
tle in the fight to make the 
city keep its promise. 

“They would remiss to un-
derestimate the force and fer-
vor with which the community 
would respond to that land be-
ing residential developed,” said 
Friends of Bushwick Inlet Park 
member Jens Rasmussen. 

 Crain’s New York reported 
last Friday  that it got word 
from an unnamed source that 
two development companies, 
Midtown Equities and East 
End Capital, have signed up 
for an option to purchase the 
11-acre waterfront site on Kent 
Avenue between N. 10th and 
N. 11th streets where the Citi-
Storage facility burned down 
in February.

But the city promised a de-
cade ago to purchase that lot 
and others and use them to 
nearly triple the size of Bush-
wick Inlet Park to 28-acres. 
The city has since pur-
chased the other two lots to 
make the future size of the 
park 21 acres, but it has not 
moved to purchase the Citi-

Storage lot, which owner Nor-
man Brodsky has claimed he 
could sell for upwards of $500 
million.

But park activists say that 
the developers are unlikely to 
purchase the land because it 
is zoned for manufacturing, 
and doing so would require 
great risk. 

“Those are some pretty big 
hurdles to coming in and plop-
ping down $250 million on a 
property when their options 
are that curtailed,” said Wil-
liamsburg resident and park 
activist Adam Perlmutter, who 
has been considering the legal 
options that the community 
can use to get the park. 

Some communities mem-
bers said that it makes sense 

that CitiStorage owner Nor-
man Brodsky would be look-
ing for a way to sell the land 
that now has the wreckage of 
the  February fire on it , and 
that it is up to the city to deal 
with this quickly before a sale 
goes forward. 

“The responsibility lies with 
the city stepping up to the plate 
and figuring out how it is go-
ing to fulfill its promises,” said 
Greenpoint resident and activ-
ist Katie Naplatarski.

The timing of this news 
is likely to make a pro-park 
expansion rally and march 
planned for this weekend even 
stronger, said Rasmussen. 

“They are handing this to 
us on a platter,” he said.

CitiStorage lot sale talk riles park advocates

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Free at last!
The bust of whistle-blower 

Edward Snowden that was 
 confiscated by police  af-
ter rogue artists famously 
erected it in Fort Greene Park 
last month is back in its cre-
ators’ hands — and was taken 
to a Williamsburg art gallery, 
the artists’ lawyer reported 
last Wednesday. 

“We are thrilled the statue 
has been released for public 
viewing,” the activist artists 
said in statement. “The goal 
of this project has always been 
to help the public have an im-
portant national debate about 
mass surveillance.”

The jailbird statue is now 
enjoying its freedom by ap-
pearing temporarily at the 
Boiler gallery on N. 14th 
Street, between Nassau and 
Wythe avenues, in Williams-
burg. The owner of the art 
space said he had already set-
tled on a “surveillance” theme 
for the gallery’s annual show, 
and when he and his collab-
orators saw the news about 
the effigy, they decided the 
bust would be a perfect ad-
dition to their show.

Bust on the move!
Snowden statue heads for Williamsburg gallery

“Snowden is a very interest-
ing character, so when we saw 
these artists putting the bust 
in public and creating a dia-
logue, we thought being able 
to put it back in a public venue 
would be great,” said gallery 
owner Joe Amrhein.

Two of the activists be-
hind the installation agreed 
to reveal themselves to cops 
in exchange for the statue’s 

release. The city then is-
sued Jeff Greenspan, a for-
mer Buzzfeed executive, and 
Andrew Tider, a City College 
of New York adjunct profes-
sor, with $50 civil fines for 
the stunt.

The two men said they 
had originally wanted to re-
main anonymous, but came 
out of hiding for the greater 
good of springing the statue 

from the slammer.
“We didn’t do it so that we 

would have the statue back, 
but rather because we really 
feel like it belongs to the pub-
lic,” Greenspan said.

Greenspan said he, Tider, 
and a sculptor pal named 
Doyle Trankina worked on 
the project for about a year 
before the night of April 7, 
when the pair crept into Fort 
Greene Park and placed the 
plaster bust atop a column, 
along with a plaque bearing 
Snowden’s name. The Parks 
Department quickly covered 
the statue with a blue tarp, and 
police took custody of the bust 
a few hours later. But given 
the amount of press coverage 
the stunt received, they believe 
it was worth all the effort. In 
fact, Greenspan said, the lit-
eral cover up by Parks work-
ers helped drive their mes-
sage home.

“The fact that they cov-
ered it added another leg to 
the story,” he said. “To see 
him actually step on the ea-
gle’s head, a symbol of free-
dom, to cover the likeness of 
a man who revealed secrets 
in the name of freedom, that 
sent out quite another mes-
sage to the world.”

Volunteers retrieve the statue of Edward Snowden’s 
cranium from police custody.
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See PARK  on page 12

Brooklyn’s newest generation of young 
graduates celebrated their educational 
success in a momentous occasion at LIU 
Brooklyn’s Commencement ceremony on 
May 12 at the Barclays Center.  

The LIU community recognized 
Brooklyn cultural leader and President 
of Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM), 
Karen Brooks Hopkins, and awarded her 
an LIU Honorary Doctorate. Hopkins has 
played a transformative role in broaden-
ing and redefi ning Brooklyn’s cultural 
landscape through premier performing 
arts programming at BAM and its affi li-
ates in Downtown Brooklyn.

Political Science Major Named 
Valedictorian 

Navil Infante, an Honors student and 
Political Science major, was named vale-
dictorian of the 2015 graduating class 
and presented the student address dur-
ing Commencement ceremonies. Infante 
was awarded New York City’s prestigious 
Jeannette K. Watson Fellowship and 
worked at a national nonprofi t organiza-
tion and a leading multinational law fi rm. 
Infante will spend her last Watson Fellow 
internship in Costa Rica teaching Eng-
lish to children from impoverished com-
munities. 

Distinction and Scholarship
A crowd of nearly 10,000 graduates, 

proud families, guests, and university of-
fi cials gathered at Commencement 2015 to 
celebrate the achievements of 291 doctoral 

candidates, 1,068  master’s degree candi-
dates, 88 dual bachelor’s/master’s candi-
dates, 825 baccalaureate students, 20 asso-
ciate’s degree recipients, and 67 who have 
completed advanced certifi cates.

Geographically, the class represents 
35 states and 40 nations from 6 continents 
around the world. It included 235 interna-
tional students, decorated service veter-
ans, and award-winning student athletes. 
A large number of students graduated 
with honors: 8 with distinction in honors; 
61 with honors designation; 78 Summa 
Cum Laude; 62 Magna Cum Laude; and 
146 Cum Laude.  

Degrees and certifi cates were con-
ferred to graduates of LIU Brooklyn, LIU 
Global, LIU Pharmacy, and LIU Hudson. 

For more information on the LIU Brook-
lyn Commencement ceremonies, visit www.
liu.edu/brooklyn/commencement. 

LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY
LIU is one of the nation’s largest private 

universities. Since its founding in 1926, LIU 
has provided high quality academic pro-
grams taught by world-class faculty.  LIU 
offers 500 accredited programs to more 
than 20,000 students and has a network of 
over 200,000 alumni that includes leaders 
in industries across the globe. Visit liu.edu 
for more information.

LIU Brooklyn Honors Class 
of 2015 with Commencement 

Celebration
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I recently visited my mother 
and she tasked me to go 
through her books and 

take some home. On her 
shelf I found “The Giving 
Tree,” by Shel Silverstein, 
a modern fable about a tree 
who loves a boy and gives 
him everything, her apples, 
branches, and trunk, until 
she, the tree, is just a stump. 
All the tree wants is for the 
boy to be happy. It is a favor-
ite story of my mother’s, but 
one with which I have an am-
bivalent relationship.

The book came out just be-
fore my second birthday, the 
same year my mother’s fa-
ther died. I think the story of 
unconditional love certainly 
spoke to her at that time of in-
tense family emotions.

There is something appeal-

ing in the vision of parenthood 
where you give selflessly, are 
always there when your child 
returns, and always ready to 
give more. 

I find that urge in myself, 
wanting to give my daughters 
everything they want. Some-
times that has been good, like 
driving them through traffic 
to Six Flags or sending them to 
summer camp, staying up late 
to finish cupcakes for school, 
or making waffles on week-

end mornings. 
Somet imes, 

though, I have to 
catch myself. 

No, I won’t 
buy liquor for a 
party. No, you 
can’t spend an en-
tire summer do-
ing nothing. Al-

though there is a part of me 
that wants to say, “Yes, yes, 
yes, I’ll help you do whatever 
you want,” there is another 
part that can say “No.” I un-
derstand my role is not sim-
ply to make my kids happy, 
but to give them the tools to 
be fulfilled adults, which 
means learning how to cope 
with disappointments and 
setbacks.

It is hard to compare one 
generation of parents with 

another. Circumstances and 
values certainly change. My 
mother’s parents were gone 
by her 40th birthday. Fam-
ilies were bigger but with 
weaker ties — siblings and 
children could move away or 
die, communication could be 
difficult and relationships of-
ten withered. 

As much as I appreci-
ate the parent my mother 
was and continues to be, I 
don’t want to be that same 
parent. The experiences I 
value about being a parent 
are different. Also, I’m a lit-
tle selfish — I look at the 
end of “The Giving Tree” 
and I know I don’t want to 
end up a stump, useless ex-
cept for my uncaring child 
to come and sit on. 

To give until you have 

nothing left to give is, 
frankly, exhausting.

A simple fable can’t capture 
the complexity of a life. Talk-
ing to my mother on Moth-
er’s Day, I was reminded of 
her independence. She had 
a busy weekend and dinner 
with friends. 

Still, I heard her longing. 
As the story goes, “ ‘Well,’ 
said the tree, straightening 
herself up as much as she 
could. ‘An old stump is good 
for sitting and resting. Come, 
Boy, sit down. Sit down and 
rest.’ ” 

As thankful as I am for my 
mother, if I keep my branches, 
leaves, and apples, I will have 
so much more to offer my chil-
dren.

And the book? Well, I left 
that on my mom’s shelf. 

Wednesday, May 27, 2015

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

The Dad kills ‘The Giving Tree’

Great rates like ours are always in season.

*New money only. APY effective April 2, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals 
may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

24-Month CD

1.25%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

A s we settle in to the 
reality that we will 
probably never know 

what happened to Etan Patz 
after he disappeared that May 
morning in 1979, maybe we 
can finally come to terms 
with the legacy the crime 
left behind.

The legacy of constant, 
crippling fear.

I promise I won’t only be 
writing columns about heli-
copter parenting, but indulge 
me this one, because of the 
circumstances. You see, a re-
porter who called me for com-
ment after the Patz trial ended 

in a hung jury asked me the 
question that I get asked, one 
way or another, all the time. 
Sometimes it is by parents try-
ing to feel less anxious. Some-
times it is by the media trying 
to stir that anxiety up. 

Either way, it is this:
“What would you say to 

parents who are interested in 
letting their kids walk home 
from the park but are too ner-
vous that their child might be 
the next Etan?”

Oh, so much. 
Parents afraid that their child 

might be the “next Etan” are 
understandably fearful, since 

we have been hearing about 
this case for 36 years. It is our 
New York catechism. We have 
been trained to reflexively pic-
ture the saddest possible fate 
— basically, Etan’s — before 
we let our kids do anything on 
their own. I call this “worst-
first thinking” — thinking up 
the worst-case scenario first, 
and proceeding as if it is likely 
to happen.

It is depressing. It is para-
lyzing. And it isn’t really keep-
ing our kids any safer. To see 
why, try this:

Imagine if, 36 years ago, 
a child — call him Frederick 

Stop imagining ‘The Next Etan’

— had died falling down the 
stairs. It is a rare way to die, 
but it happens. Now imagine 
that Frederick’s case had re-
ceived inordinate media at-
tention. Article after article. 
Television story after tele-
vision story. “Remember-
ing Frederick” would be the 
headline on the cover of Peo-
ple magazine, and the name 
of a docudrama. But would 
it make sense for parents to 
feel heart-stopping fear ev-
ery time their kids wanted to 
walk down the stairs? 

Of course not. 
One terrible, tragic case 

that happened when a child 
was doing something that is 
generally very safe and nor-
mal should not change the 
way we go about everyday 
life. Certainly not for 36 years. 
We would have to try to keep it 

in perspective. After all, since 
1979, 120,000,000 Americans 
have been 6 years old and not 
appeared on the cover of Peo-
ple, because nothing bad hap-
pened to them. 

That is a hard perspective 
to keep in our predator-ob-
sessed society. But a couple 
of things help me. One is this: 
For my book, “Free-Range 
Kids,” I asked the British au-
thor Warwick Cairns to solve 
this problem for me. “How 
long would you have to leave 
a child outside, unattended, 
for it to be statistically likely 
that the child would be kid-
napped by a stranger?” This 
is sort of like asking, “How 
many lottery tickets would 
you have to buy to be statis-
tically likely to win the jack-
pot?” He crunched the num-
bers and responded: 

By Lenore Skenazy

It is 600,000 years.
And after the first 100,000 

years or so, your child isn’t 
technically a kid anymore.

Another calming thought is 
that there has never been a safer 
time to be a child in Amer-
ica, and New York is particu-
larly safe. Our city’s crime rate 
is actually below the national 
average. And if we’re talking 
murders (which we are), there 
were 328 homicides in our city 
last year — “the lowest num-
ber since at least 1963, when 
reliable statistics were first 
kept,” according to The New 
York Times. 

That means that walking 
to school, playing in the park, 
and waiting at the bus stop are 
safer for our kids than when 
we were kids and our parents 
let us go outside.

So we can live in fear of 
very rare, very random events 
that we can’t possibly predict 
in the course of everyday life. 
Or we can remember the best 
aphorism anyone ever sent to 
my blog: “All the worry in the 
world doesn’t prevent death. 
It prevents life.”

Lenore Skenazy is a pub-
lic speaker and founder of 
the book and blog “Free-
Range Kids.” 

Residents want a bigger Bushwick Inlet Park like 
the city promised a decade ago.
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Brodsky did not return repeated calls for comment. 
Neither did Midtown Equities or East End Capital.

Hope of the city purchasing the lot fell to new lows 
last month, when Mayor DeBlasio  made no mention of 
it while announcing his “One New York” environmen-
tal agenda .

Continued from page 11
PARK SALE…
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IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn Paper 
every Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
The Brooklyn Paper will come to 
you, too. Follow us on Twitter at @
Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook 
at Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

Summer
session

L I U  b r o o k l y n

M a k e  y o u r 
S u m m e r  C o u n t

Summer is the perfect time to get ahead or 
catch up on courses that you need to graduate. 
Earn 3 credits in 6 weeks at LIU Brooklyn and 
choose from more than 600 courses.

Day and evening classes are offered and  
courses are open to current LIU Brooklyn  
students, new students, as well as visiting  
students from other colleges and universities.

Classes are small and tutoring is available. 
Review summer course offerings at  
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer and register today!

Summer 1:
May 18–June 29

Summer 2:
July 6–August 16

For more information, visit 
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer
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Weeknight Service Changes

L
May 11–15
Mon to Fri
11:30 PM to 5 AM

No L service between 8 Av and Lorimer St 

AFJ , M14 and free shuttle buses provide alternate service

L service operates between Rockaway Pkwy and Lorimer St only

Weekend service changes are also in effect. Visit mta.info for details.

Travel Alternatives:
      • M14 buses provide alternate service between 8 Av and 1 Av.

      • Free shuttle buses operate between Lorimer St and the Marcy Av J station, 

 stopping at Bedford Av.

      • Transfer between free shuttle buses and J at Marcy Av.

      • Consider using the A or J to/from Manhattan, via transfer at Broadway Junction.

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or visit 

mta.info where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, use  

TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.


