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Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s a real watering hole!
The state has granted a con-

troversial floating East River bar 
a full liquor license, defying the 
wishes of the local community 
board, which voted against the 
new outdoor venue last month. 
The bar’s skippers,  who were 
prepared  to open their water-
front tavern with nothing but 
soda and Shirley Temples, say 
they are ecstatic that they can 
now toast the launch with Cham-
pagne instead.

“It is a big win,” said Will Draw-
bridge, the co-owner of Brooklyn 
Barge Bar, which will open later 
this month on the Greenpoint wa-
terfront, just south of Transmit-
ter Park. 

Community Board 1  voted 
against the buoyant booze joint 
in May , because members said they 
fear the park-side venue will at-
tract rowdy customers and disrupt 
the neighborhood. And one neigh-
bor says the State Liquor Author-
ity’s ruling has not changed his 
view that Greenpoint has enough 
bars already.

“These bars are taking over ev-
ery part of the neighborhood,” said 
Chris York, who lives on Green-
point Avenue. “We really do not 
need one next to the park.”

Community boards do not have 
any real power over the liquor li-
censing process, but they are able 
to submit recommendations to the 
state either in favor or against a 
license being granted, as well as 
any conditions — such as noise 

LOOMING BARGE
G’point’s controversial waterfront bar gets liquor license

restrictions or closing times — 
they have negotiated with a bar’s 
owner. A “no” from the commu-
nity board also means the liquor 
authority must host a hearing on 
an application before making its 
decision.

The state reviewed Barge Bar’s 
application on Tuesday last week, 

and sent its captains a notice stip-
ulating that the coastal cantina 
can be open from 11 am to 2 am 
daily, with last call at 1 am, Draw-
bridge said. 

The bar’s owners say the venue 
will be more than a place to drink 
hooch — it will also serve grilled 
food and desserts, and will host 

kayaking, fishing, and a youth sail-
ing program. 

Drawbridge said he doesn’t hold 
any hard feelings against the com-
munity board members for voting 
against his bar. 

“They are just doing what they 
think is best for the community,” 
he said. 

Brooklyn Barge Bar co-owner Will Drawbridge (yes, that is his real name) at the future site 
of the waterfront watering hole, just south of Transmitter Park in Greenpoint. 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

They let her rock them. 
Funk queen Chaka Khan drew 

thousands of music lovers to Pros-
pect Park on June 3 for the grand 
opening of this year’s Celebrate 
Brooklyn concert series. Fans 

waited in line for hours and braved 
chilly weather for a seat at the free 
show, but said it was worth it for 
the chance to see the legendary 
performer in person. 

“She is a great icon and art-
ist,” said Tejani Mendiz of 
Crown Heights, who said her 

mother played her Chaka Khan 
records when she was a child. 
“We have to see her in person 
while we can.” 

The grounds of the park’s 
bandshell maxed out at 6,500 
fans, and at least as many people 

Park Slope funk
Chaka Khan launches Celebrate Bklyn fest

Chaka Khan played her biggest hits, including “I Feel for You” and “I’m Every Woman.”
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Weed all about it!
Brooklyn could be home to one of 

New York’s first pot dispensaries, af-
ter one of the companies vying for a li-
cense to grow and distribute medical 
marijuana in the state signed a lease on 
a Downtown building last week —and 
Borough President Adams says the com-
pany couldn’t have picked a better lo-
cation.

“Brooklyn would be a great anchor 
in the city,” he said.

Long Island medical marijuana com-

pany Palliatech, which operates legal 
dispensaries across the country, says it 
inked a deal on June 4 for a second-floor 
space at 425 Fulton St., between Pearl 
and Jay streets — just two blocks from 
Borough Hall. The company hopes to 
build a sleek, state-of-the art distribu-
tion facility with nary a tie-dyed shirt 
or Grateful Dead album in sight, said 
a spokesman.

“It will be very secure, but also clean, 
modern, and open,” said executive vice-
president Andrei Bogolubov. “Think 
Apple-Store-meets-pharmacy.” 

But an organic pharmacy on Ful-

ton Mall is still far from a sure thing. 
Albany is issuing only five licenses to 
grow and distribute medical marijuana 
in the state, and Palliatech is just one of 
dozens of hopefuls that have applied for 
one of the coveted pot permits. 

And if the company does nab a li-
cense, New York’s medical marijuana 
law — considered one of the most re-
strictive in the country — will only al-
low Palliatech to create and dispense 
products derived from cannabis extracts, 
such as oils and capsules, rather than 
giving patients sticky buds to smoke 
or edible products like weed brown-

Pressing their pot luck
NY’s fi rst weed dispensary may open on Fulton Mall

Medical marijuana company Palli-
atech has leased the second floor 
of 425 Fulton St. which it hopes to 
turn into a weed dispensary.
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days as a state senator, a position he 
said he came to after watching a can-
cer-stricken friend successfully use pot 
to combat nausea caused by chemother-
apy. Without a legal option, the man’s 
younger brother had to go to a neighbor-
hood drug dealer to buy the ganja, Ad-
ams said. The risks of that illicit trans-
action made him think — really think, 
man — about how lawmakers could help 
patients like his friend get the medicine 
they need, he said.

“Imagine having to break the law in 
order to alleviate your pain or a loved 
one’s pain,” he said. “His younger brother 
put himself in harm’s way, and he could 
have been arrested or the victim of a 
crime. We should not put that barrier 
in the way of people trying to over-
come illness.”

The state okayed the medical mar-
ijuana program in July last year, and 
accepted applications from businesses 

ies. Only people with a medical mar-
ijuana card will be allowed inside the 
premises. 

Adams said any dispensary in Brook-
lyn would not be a “neighborhood pot 
shop.” 

“This is medical treatment for those 
in need,” he said.

The Beep, an ex-cop, has been a pro-
ponent of medical Mary Jane since his 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Drivers in Bushwick are seeing red 
— and then hitting the gas.

A whopping 30 percent of motorists 
blow through the red light at the inter-
section of Evergreen and Gates avenues, 
according to  a new study . The research-
ers found that nearly one in 10 New York 
drivers who are first to approach a red 
light do not wait for it to turn green, which 
transportation activists say is a disturb-
ing statistic.

“We need to make decisions that are 
going to keep us safe on our streets, and 
running red lights is not one of those de-
cisions,” said Luke Ohlson, the Brooklyn 
organizer at Transportation Alternatives, 
a group that advocates for cyclists and pe-
destrians. “It is really unsettling.”

Professors at Hunter College performed 
the study by sending their students to 
50 intersections around the city, where 
they were instructed to record whether 
the first vehicles at each red light obeyed 
the law or not. The student stationed at 
the Bushwick intersection recorded 28 
drivers running red lights across two one-
hour periods.   

The academics only allowed their pu-
pils to count the infraction if the light 
was red when the driver put pedal to the 
metal — not when an automobilist ran 
through just as it was turning from yel-

low to red. If students had counted those 
drivers too, the study notes, the figures 
would have been far worse.

The undergraduates who did the leg-
work noted that drivers at the Evergreen 
and Gates intersection did not just run 
through the light willy-nilly — they typ-
ically stopped for the red light, looked 
both ways, and then went through, as 
if they were at a stop sign rather than a 
traffic light.

The study showed that many drivers 
are prioritizing speed over both the law 
and safety, said the organizers of the in-
vestigation.

“People just assume that driving and get-
ting someplace quickly is the norm,” said 
Hunter College urban planning professor 
William Milczarski, who co-directed the 
study at the university. “If they understood 
the real danger to themselves and others, 
I hope they would slow down a bit and 
not try to get through the light.”

Transportation Alternatives organizers 
said they plan to urge the police depart-

Fool runnings
Nearly 30 percent of drivers blowing 
red light at Bushwick intersection

ment to dispatch cops to the Bushwick in-
tersection and ticket all scofflaws.

Other Brooklyn intersections in the 
study that had a high percentage of red-
light runners were 88th Street and Fourth 
Avenue in Bay Ridge where 37 percent 
ran the light, 77th Street and Seventh 
Avenue in Bay Ridge where almost 20 
percent floored it, and New Lots Av-
enue and Miller Avenue in East New 
York where almost 23 percent ignored 
the stop light.

The study also found that drivers run 

more red lights on Mondays; taxi driv-
ers — though not livery cab drivers — 
blow more red lights than regular mo-
torists; and that male and female drivers 
were roughly equally likely to run the 
light — though they were slightly less 
likely to gun it if they had a female pas-
senger along for the ride.

The students made 4,379 observa-
tions, visiting each site for an hour be-
tween 7:30 am and 6:30 pm on two sep-
arate days between April 2 and May 13 
of this year.

The intersection at Evergreen and Gates avenues, where drivers rou-
tinely blow red lights, according to a new Hunter College study.
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MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops cuffed a man who they say 
has  groped or exposed his junk to 
women in Williamsburg and Green-
point at least 10 times  over the past 
several weeks. 

Police said they arrested the 
20-year-old suspect last Thursday 
morning at the corner of Metropol-
itan Avenue and Humboldt Street, 
after one of the victims recognized 
the alleged groper on the street and 
alerted the authorities.

The alleged serial offender had 
been on a spree of approaching 
women on the street and grabbing 
or smacking the butts or exposing 
his nether regions to them, usually 
while the victims were out walking 
between the hours of 6:30 am and 8 
am, cops said. 

One victim says she has mixed feel-
ings after the arrest, because she fears 
other creeps are still out there. 

“I am really happy and I feel safer 
from this particular person, but I 
do not think it solves all the prob-
lems in society,” said Andrea Lar-
sen, who said she was touched by 
the same guy on two separate occa-
sions while out walking her dog. “At 
least I was happy that I could leave 

Cops cuff alleged 
Billyburg groper

 CRIME   
 NEWS

Catch the famous 
Brooklyn Paper Blotter 

inside on page 4

my house this morning.”
Larsen, who identified the sus-

pect in a police lineup last Thurs-
day night, said she also worried that 
the alleged attacker would not be 
off the streets for long, since cops 
have only charged him with mis-
demeanors, which carry a maxi-
mum sentence of a year. 

“How much time will he really 
do?” she said. 

The man is facing charges of 
sexual abuse, forcible touching, 
and public lewdness for 10 inci-
dents, which took place between 
April 22 and June 3. 

Activists who worked to con-
nect the various women and alert 
neighbors and cops to the alleged 
groper’s presence said they believe 
there are probably more victims 
who have yet to come forward. 

See KHAN  on page 2

See POT  on page 4
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LOOKING FORWARD TO:
Our Graduation Speaker

  Former NYC Police Commissioner Ray Kelly
Incoming Class of 2019

  One of our strongest classes academically
Welcoming a Universal Pre-K to Bishop Kearney for the next   

  10 years 
    
THANK YOU TO OUR ACADEMIC PARTNERS:

Doctors On Call – providing paid internships and experience for   
 our students

Middlebury College – offering college credit in a multitude of   
 world languages to our students

St. John’s University – offering STEM courses to Kearney   
students for college credit
St. Joseph’s College – offering college level humanities    
courses
The Origin Project and Adriana Trigiani – allowing students   

 to advance their technology skills through formatting an    
� ������	��
��	������

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS:
Foundation Support – ������������

����������
Kearney Alumnae –�����������������������������������

THANK YOU TO OUR TECHNOLOGY PARTNERS:
21st Century Fox – training students and updating our    
equipment in Kearney’s student-run television station, WBKS
Investors Bank – 
�����������������������������������
SMART Technologies – providing us with the only SMART   

� ��		����������	������������������!�������"�
Bishop Kearney High School is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, New Yorkwww.bishopkearneyhs.org

For earning over $15 million
in scholarships to date and 

acceptances to over 100
colleges!

Valedictorian:
Gloria Yang
Fordham ‘19  

Congratulations to C
Bishop Kearney’s

Class of 2015

Salutatorian:
Sissy Wang
Fordham ‘19

#KearneyStrong

To me, “old New York” 
is the city I moved to 
in 1981. Back then, the 

subway cars were so covered 
with graffiti, you couldn’t see 
out the windows. You always 
added a 20-minute cushion to 
your commute, just in case. 
And Times Square…

Well, I’m getting off track. 
My point is, everyone’s got an 
“old New York.” The one Edith 
Wharton was referring to when 
she was writing a hundred 
years ago was the  “old New 
York” before the Civil War, 
already a quaint and distant 
memory in the Gilded Age. 

Old New Yorks are al-
ways being demolished, or 
updated beyond recognition, 
so it is astonishing to learn that 
one slice of the old old New 
York not only still exists, it 
stands virtually intact, right 
down to its original furnish-
ings from 1832. It is the Mer-
chant’s House Museum at 29 
E. Fourth St., and last week I 
went to hear at lecture about 
it at another amazing venue, 
the National Arts Club. (Hat 
tip to Gary Shapiro, the club’s 
dapper emissary, who alerted 
me to the talk.)

“We call it the ‘Miracle 

on Fourth Street,’ ” began the 
speaker, Carl Raymond, a tour 
guide at the Merchant’s House 
who is also a professional chef. 
He combines both those skills 
to sleuth out what the home’s 
original owners would have 
been eating 183 years ago, 

when they first moved in. But 
before getting to the meat of 
his talk — as it were — he ex-
plained how the miracle came 
to be standing at all.

When a young man named 
Seabury Tredwell moved to 
New York at age 18 to make his 

fortune in the hardware busi-
ness, he lived in a boarding-
house. Perhaps predictably, he 
fell in love with his landlady’s 
daughter. They married and 
had seven kids. In 1832 they 
bought a brand new house on 
Fourth Street — the suburbs 
at the time — and in 1840, 
when Seabury was 60, they 
had a surprise eighth child, 
Gertrude. 

“Like my mother,” con-
tinued lecturer Raymond, 
“Gertrude never threw any-
thing away.” She also never 
married. So when she died in 
1933, just 20 feet from the bed 

she’d been born in 93 years 
earlier, she was surrounded by 
the very same objects that she 
had grown up with, right down 
to 39 dresses. These included 
the one her mom got married 
in more than a hundred years 
earlier, in 1825.

Gertrude’s heir was about 
to sell the place and all its 
dusty contents when a distant 
cousin, George Chapman, re-
alized that this was no ordi-
nary fixer-upper. Stepping in-
side was like walking into a 
time capsule — the King Tut’s 
Tomb of Manhattan. Gertrude 
had kept the house “as papa 

Now, that’s what I call old New York!
would’ve wanted it” and Chap-
man wanted that for the rest of 
us. He purchased the place and 
turned it into a museum. 

In 1965, Merchant’s House 
was one of the first 25 build-
ings on which our city be-
stowed landmark status. To 
this day, 90 percent of the 
items in it are original. 

So what did the Tredwells 
eat during the century or so 
that they lived there?

Alas, nothing particularly 
delicious at first. 

Despite our modern pining 
for heirloom vegetables, early 
19th century New Yorkers gen-
erally boiled these to death. The 
watery mess was served along-
side boiled or roasted meats 
with perhaps some melted but-
ter as gravy. And since Eliza 
was raised in a boardinghouse, 
it is likely she served the same 
kind of food her mom did, in-
cluding what one boarder back 
then described as “the dessert 
feared by every boardinghouse 
resident: a sour apple encased 
in dough.”

Historians contend that 
more change occurred in the 
19th century than in any other 
era, and happily, some of that 

occurred in the kitchen. By 
the end of the 1800s, French 
cuisine was all the rage, along 
with the new practice of serv-
ing food in courses, instead of 
putting it all out at once. 

You can still see the din-
ing room table and chairs the 
Tredwells used, and some of 
their cookware, and the bells 
to call the servants, a la Down-
ton Abbey. But threatened is 
the beautiful original plaster-
work in the dining room and 
elsewhere. 

The neighboring lots are not 
landmarked, and a boutique 
hotel is slated to rise on one 
side. Vibrations from nearby 
construction could crack the 
walls. The museum is hoping 
to ensure that doesn’t happen 
by working with lawyers and 
engineers to develop protec-
tion plans.

With any luck, the Mer-
chants House will be around 
for another 183 years, when 
aged locals may remember an 
“old New York” back when 
food was created by cooks,  not 
3D printers, and delivered by 
bike, not drone. 

For more information on the 
Merchants House visit mer-
chantshouse.org or call (212) 
777–1089. 

Lenore Skenazy speaks 
at conferences, companies 
and schools about her book 
and blog Free-Range Kids. 

By Lenore Skenazy

ended up camping out on the 
ball fields behind the perfor-
mance area, where they par-
tied while watching the show 
on projection screens. 

Khan brought it hard the 
second she hit the stage, per-
forming her exuberant brand 
of 1970s soul and jazz and all 
of her hits, including “I Feel 
For You,” “I’m Every Woman,” 
and “Ain’t Nobody.”

This year is the 37th sea-
son of the Celebrate Brooklyn 
program, a summer-long se-
ries of free shows in the park 
that Fort Greene arts organi-
zation Bric Arts Media has 
been running since 1979. 
Other artists performing at 
this year’s festival include 
alt-country singer-songwriter 
Lucinda Williams, indie-rock 
band the New Pornographers, 
and hip-hop group Shabazz 
Palaces. 

Before the concert, Bric held 
its opening night fund-raising 
gala, where it honored Forest 
City Ratner Companies chief 
operating officer David Berliner 
for his contribution to the arts. 
Berliner, who is on the board of 
the Brooklyn Museum, is re-
sponsible for all the art installa-
tions at Barclays Center. 

Continued from page 1

KHAN

Forest City Ratner Com-
panies chief operating 
officer David Berliner 
was also honored by Bric 
Arts Media at the open-
ing night of Celebrate 
Brooklyn.
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New Boutique by Esther Fortunoff
1504 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, WESTBURY, NY 11590 
Next to P.F. Chang’s, east end of The Mall at The Source

FortunoffJewelry.com | 800.636.7886

Quality Jewelry at Prices that Make Sense

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....

HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer 

Directed Personal Assistance Program 
allows individuals 

more control over their caregiver services
by permitting you to choose your 

own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

Wood from the Riegelmann 
Boardwalk that was suppos-
edly damaged during Super-
storm Sandy is being reused in 
Italy — as a boardwalk.

In a classic case of one city’s 
trash being another’s tesaro, 
architects who designed the 
U.S.A. Pavilion at Milan’s 
Expo 2015 used lumber from 
Brooklyn’s Boardwalk to build 
an indoor boardwalk at the Ital-
ian World’s Fair. The city has 
for years been trying to con-
vince residents that concrete 
and synthetic boards are bet-
ter suited for beachfront walk-
ways — and has  routinely re-
placed portions of the wooden 
Boardwalk , which stretches 
from Coney Island to the edge 
of Manhattan Beach, with non-
wood options — upsetting old-
school Boardwalk advocates 
who say it is the wood that 
makes it good.

And to them, the ironic 
move to repurpose Board-
walk wood to make a board-
walk could be the last straw.

“What a travesty — ship-
ping our Boardwalk’s wood 
off to another country to be 
re-purposed and enjoyed 

there, while we have plastic 
and concrete shoved down our 
throats,” wrote Coney–Brigh-
ton Boardwalk Alliance pres-
ident Rob Burstein in a let-
ter to us when he heard of the 
Italian job.

Biber Architects designed 
the Milan boardwalk and pur-
chased the timber from salvag-
ers Sawkill Lumber, who har-
vested the historic planks for 
the city after Sandy “wrecked” 
the wooden walkway in 2012, a 
Biber spokeswoman said.

But reports dating back to 
the Storm of the Century in-
dicate that wooden portions of 
the Boardwalk actually  fared 
better than its concrete coun-
terpart , prompting  local poli-
ticians to demand the city end 
it plans to go synthetic .

But the Parks Department, 
which is responsible for the 
Boardwalk’s maintenance, is 
insistent on replacing all but 
four blocks of the walkway with 
concrete, claiming the move 
will better support emergency 
vehicles, increase Boardwalk 
resiliency, and prevent defor-
estation — claims wood pro-
ponents say is hogwash.

“There are a variety of al-
ternative woods, including sus-
tainably grown and sourced 

Planks a lot!
Reclaimed Boardwalk wood 
is now an Italian esplanade

Attendees at the 2015 Milan Expo may think they’re 
in Italy, but are actually standing on pure Coney Is-
land.
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Forestry Stewardship Coun-
cil-certified rainforest wood, 
the use of which is both eco-
logically sound and beneficial 
to the local communities pro-
ducing it,” Burstein wrote, also 
pointing out that “no emer-
gency vehicles ever come on 
to the Boardwalk.” 

These days, the only thing 
not made out of Boardwalk 
wood is the Boardwalk it-
self. 

Lumber reclaimed from the 
storied walkway wound up in 

Manhattan pizzeria Rossopo-
modoro and in benches on the 
newly opened section of the 
Manhattan’s High Line,  ac-
cording to Sawkill’s website . 
A Williamsburg workshop 
 fabricates knife handles from 
Boardwalk wood . And you can 
literally eat off the Boardwalk 
— or  a table made thereof . 

Of course, the ceiling at 
Coney Island’s Sistine Cha-
pel — Ruby’s Bar — is  fa-
mously fashioned from re-
claimed Boardwalk planks .

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops beat and wrongfully 
arrested a Clinton Hill teen last 
year, leaving him severely in-
jured and humiliated, a lawsuit 
by the boy’s family alleges. 

The family of Marcel Hamer 
is suing the city, police depart-
ment, and two officers for $95 
million, claiming one of the 
cops physically assaulted the 
then-16-year-old before the 
officer and his partner ar-
rested the boy without prob-
able cause. 

The suit, filed June 1, fo-
cuses on the conduct of the 
individual officers, but also 
claims the cops’ alleged be-

havior was par for the course 
with the city and police de-
partment as a whole, a law-
yer for the family said.

“The pattern of conduct 
was profiling Afro-Ameri-
can males on the street who 
haven’t done anything wrong, 
being overly aggressive and 
rough, and then individual of-
ficers not being held to account 
for those actions,” said attor-
ney James Ross. “They’re al-
lowed to go out the next day 
and do the same thing.”

Hamer was walking down 
Gates Avenue with friends near 
Waverly Avenue around 3:30 
pm on June 4, 2014, when a 
plainclothes cop — identified 
in the suit as Det. Sekou A. 

Bourne — jumped out of a van 
and allegedly accused him of 
smoking pot, lawyers said last 
year. The kids started to run, 
and when Bourne caught up to 
the group, he allegedly pushed 
Hamer to the ground, the teen 
later told a nurse. 

A video of the incident 
shows Hamer lying in the gut-
ter, pleading with the cop that 
he was just smoking a ciga-
rette. The camera work is a bit 
shaky, but the officer appears 
to strike Hamer in the face with 
his left hand. A second man 
— identified in the suit as Det. 
Jon Gladstone — arrives and 
the pair put handcuffs on the 
motionless teen. 

Hamer regained conscious-

ness as paramedics loaded him 
onto a stretcher, medical re-
cords show, and he complained 
of blurred vision, a headache, 
and difficulty moving his left 
arm. He continues to suffer 
from symptoms of neurolog-
ical damage, including diffi-
culty concentrating and mem-
ory loss, Ross said.

In the hospital, Hamer 
was handcuffed to a bed 
and cops watched over him 
as he was treated, accord-
ing to medical records. 
Hamer was later charged with 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct and he pleaded guilty to 
a violation, Ross said.

The NYPD declined to 
comment.

Clinton Hill teen sues cops
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill– 
Downtown

A burglar with an apparent 
insider’s knowledge swiped an 
envelope brimming with cash 
from a Montague Street hair 
salon in the wee hours of May 
31, according to a report.

Security footage caught the 
intruder showing up to the 
salon between Clinton and 
Henry streets at 2:05 am, 
and attempting to punch in 
a passcode to turn off the 
shop’s alarm system, how-
ever, it was already disabled, 

police said. 
The burglar proceeded 

to sneak into the register 
and grab an envelope with 
$2,000 in cash, according 
to a report.

Before jetting off to parts 
unknown the robber locked 
the door behind him with a key 
and reset the passcode on the 
alarm system, cops said.

Backpack hack
Police arrested a man who 

they claim knocked a man to 
the ground and ran off with 
his backpack in a robbery on 
Bergen Street on June 1, ac-
cording to a report.

The victim was between 
Third and Fourth avenues at 
9:07 pm when the suspect 
came up behind his victim, 
yanked on his backpack, and 
threw him to the ground, po-
lice said. 

The perp then allegedly de-
manded, “where is the money? 
Don’t make me hurt you!” be-
fore running off with the back-
pack and its contents, which 
included a wallet, a driver’s 
license, a United States pass-
port, and keys, according to 
police.

Cops caught up with the al-
leged thief and arrested him 
the next day, a report said.

Makeup maven
Police busted a teen after 

she stole more than $1,000 
in makeup from a Jora-
lemon Street beauty supply 
store on June 3, according to 
a report.

Store security called po-
lice after the 16-year-old alleg-
edly loaded more than a dozen 

items worth a total of $1,040 
into her bag and attempted to 
flee the chain makeup store 
between Court Street and 
Boerum Place at 2:45 pm, a 
report said.

Come and get it
A thief swiped more than 

$1,000 in cash from a parked 
car on Atlantic Avenue on 
June 5, cops said.

The victim parked his ride 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets at 11:24 am and failed 
to lock the doors, cops said. 

When he returned, a brig-
and had made off with an en-
velope with $1,200 that had 
been stashed in a compart-
ment in the car, according 
to a report.

— Noah Hurowitz

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Caught on film
A surveillance camera 

caught a rouge robber hold-
ing up a Clinton Street bodega 
at gunpoint on June 1.

The clerk told police that 
the man walked into the store 
between State Street and Ait-
ken Place at 10:05 pm and put 
his gun in the victim’s face. 

“Give me the money,” the 
robber said. 

The clerk handed over a 
bundle of cash and his smart-
phone, and the robber ran 
away, said cops. 

Revving it up
Police arrested a man who 

they said stole a sport utility 
vehicle at gunpoint on Lef-
ferts Place on June 2.

The victim told police that 
he had just stepped out of his 
1998 Toyota Rav4 between 
Grand and Classon avenues 
at 1:10 am when a guy pointed 
a gun at him and asked him 
if the vehicle was his. 

The victim told him it was, 
and the suspect made him 
hand over his keys and then 
drove off, cops reported. 

Police later arrested the 
man on Bedford Avenue af-
ter he drove down the avenue 
the wrong way and hit two 
people vehicles while trying 
to get away from police, a re-
port states.

Quick justice
A man was arrested for 

attacking an elderly woman 
and stealing her smartphone 
on Myrtle Avenue on June 
4.

The victim told police that 
she was near Ashland Place at 
9:08 am when a younger man 
punched her in the face and 
then grabbed her phone when 
she fell on the ground. 

Police charged the man 
with robbery.

Sucking it up
Cops cuffed a man who 

they said threw a vacuum 
cleaner through a Clermont 

Avenue window on June 2, 
hitting a guy in the face.

The victim told police he 
was in his apartment between 
Park and Myrtle avenues at 
4:45 pm when the vacuum 
cleaner suddenly crashed 
through the window and hit 
him right in the face. 

Police arrested a guy on 
the street and charged with 
him assault.

Stick ball
A bully threatened a 

woman with a stick, threw 
her to the ground, and tried 
to steal  her purse on Grand 
Avenue on June 7.

The victim told police that 
she was between Greene and 
Lexington avenues  at 12:13 
am when a man shook a 
stick at her and demanded 
her purse. 

He then tackled the 
woman to the ground and 
ran away without the purse, 
cops reported.

— Danielle Furfaro

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Jeep shot
Cops arrested a teen ac-

cused of swiping a Jeep from 
a 12th Street parking garage 
sometime between May 25 
and 28, a report said. 

The owner dropped his 
2011 Jeep Cherokee at the 
parking garage between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues 
on May 25, but when he re-
turned to claim it on May 28, 
the vehicle had vanished, po-
lice said. 

Cops collared an 18-year-
old man and charged him with 
stealing the car, according to 
a report.

Sweeping up
Police intervened after 

an argument between two 
women at an Eighth Avenue 
women’s shelter on May 30 
turned violent, arresting one 
woman for assault, according 
to a report.

The neighbors got into a 
verbal spat at the shelter be-
tween 14th and 15th streets 
shortly after 6 pm, and after 
exchanging words one woman 
allegedly smacked the other 
with a broomstick, causing 
pain to the victim’s left arm, 
a report said. 

Police arrested the al-
leged attacker, a 43-year-old 
woman, and charged her with 
assault.

Moving pains
A brigand sped off with 

a stolen bicycle as the bike’s 
owner was unloading a mov-
ing van on Fifth Avenue on 
May 25, cops said.

The victim was mov-
ing items into an apartment 
building between Second and 
Third streets and left the Bi-
anchi Impulso in the build-
ing lobby shortly after 5 pm, 
cops said. 

When he returned at about 
5:40 pm, the malcontent had 
made off with the bike and 
more than $900 in parts, ac-
cording to a report.

— Noah Hurowitz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Hoax-ial cable
A phony utility worker 

stole cash and jewelry from 
an elderly Fort Hamilton Park-
way woman on June 2. 

The thief showed up at the 
woman’s house between 88th 
and 89th streets in Bay Ridge 
at 11:30 am, police said. He 
told the 81-year-old victim he 
worked for the cable company 
and coaxed her into letting 
him in so he could check the 
coaxial cable, a police report 
states. 

While inside, the guy 
grabbed $25 cash and two 
bracelets worth a combined 
$529, officials said.

Finders keepers
An opportunistic thief took 

a guy’s wallet after it fell off 
the man’s car on the corner 
of Poly Place and 13th Av-
enue in Dyker Heights on 
May 31. 

The absent-minded vic-
tim left his phone and wal-
let atop his car and drove away 
at 1:30 pm, police said. He 
realized his error and went 
back to collect his stuff, but 
he could only find his phone, 
a police report states.

Rim ripoff
A flashy fiend took two 

tires and rims from a parked 
car on 81st Street sometime 
between May 31 and June 
1. 

The victim parked his ride 
between 11th and 12th ave-
nues in Dyker Heights at 9:55 
am, but when he returned the 
next day at 1 pm, the tires 
and two chrome rims were 
gone, police said. The wheels 
were worth $1,400, a police 
report states.

Dyker heist
A crook hit the jack-

pot when he lifted $18,600 
from an Eighth Avenue apart-
ment between May 26 and 
June 3. 

The resident was out of 
town for the span, and when 
he returned to  his house be-
tween  67th and 68th streets in 
Dyker Heights, he found that 
someone had broken into his 
apartment and taken the cash 
and an iPhone 6 from his bed-
room dresser, police said.

— Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Explosive
A Manhattan Avenue gro-

cery store clerk was arrested 
for attacking a customer with 
a bottle of soda on June 5, 
cutting his face, according 
to police.

The victim told police that 
he went to the grocery store 
at 7:25 pm to buy some soda. 
He handed the clerk money, 
but the clerk told him that he 
wanted more money, police 
stated. 

When the victim did not 
have it, the clerk allegedly 
picked up a 20-ounce bottle 
of soda and threw it in the 
victim’s face. Cops charged 
the clerk with assault.

He spoked him
A teenager trying to evade 

arrest on Maspeth Avenue 
on June 2 crashed his bike 
into the arresting officer, 
but was eventually cuffed, 
cops said.

Police said they tried to ar-
rest the teen near Debevoise 
Avenue at 12:10 pm, but the 

teen rode on his bike, knock-
ing over the officer and injur-
ing his knee. Then he flailed 
his hands and feet to avoid be-
ing cuffed, according to the 
police report.

When they caught him cops 
charged him with assault.

Run off
A sneaky robber grabbed 

a phone out of woman’s hand 
on Humboldt Street on June 1 
as she was checking her text 
messages.

The victim told police that 
she was checking her text mes-
sages at 10:15 am when a guy 
grabbed the phone out of her 
hand and ran off down With-
ers Street.

Kid or purse
A rogue swiped a woman’s 

purse when she had to leave 
it with her stroller to chase 
her wandering child at a Kent 
Street park on June 4. 

The victim told police 
that she was at the park near 
N. Eighth Street at 9:30 am 
when her youngster suddenly 
jumped out of the stroller and 
ran away. The victim chased 
the tot, leaving the stroller and 
her purse where it was. 

When she got back to the 
stroller, her purse was gone. 
She called her credit card to 
cancel the account and found 
out that someone had made 
charges totaling $35, accord-
ing to the police report.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Dysfunctional
A family reunion on Varet 

Street on May 31 turned vio-
lent when a relative bashed a 
man over the head with a bot-
tle of beer, police reported. 

The victim told police that 
he was at the family party 
between Bogart and White 
streets at 3:30 am when he 
noticed some of his kin ar-
guing. 

He asked them why they 
were fighting and one of them 
responded by hitting him over 
the head with a bottle of beer, 
causing a deep cut to his head, 
the police report states. 

The victim took himself 
to Elmhurst Hospital and 
then reported the incident 
to police. 

Swiped
Cops cuffed a man who 

they said stole a woman’s 
wallet as she was buying a 
MetroCard at the Broadway G 
train station on May 29.

The victim told police that 
she was buying a MetroCard 
from the vending machine at 
the station near Union Ave-
nue at 7:10 am when the guy 
grabbed her wallet out of her 
hand. 

He got her driver’s license, 
debit card, and $23 in cash, but 
police arrested the man and 
charged with robbery.

Big haul
Someone broke into a man’s 

Havemeyer Street apartment on 
May 29 and stole multiple elec-
tronics, jewelry, and watches, 
according to authorities.

The victim told police that 
he left his pad between Hope 
Street and Metropolitan Av-
enue at 9 am. 

When he returned at 6:30 
pm that same day, he found 
the screen in his window 
pushed open. 

His laptop and headphones, 
charger, sunglasses, camera, 
and other items were missing, 
police said. 

— Danielle Furfaro
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looking to grow and distrib-
ute the dope from late April 
through last Friday. Hopefuls 
had to cough up a $10,000 
application fee, plus another 
$200,000 that will be refunded 
to the rejects, and will have 
to meet strict manufacturing, 
quality, and operating guide-
lines. Each licensee will be 
allowed to open up to four 

Continued from page 1

POT...

Burglar robs hair salon with alarm passcode

dispensaries, though they 
must be dispersed around 
the state.

Bogolubov said his com-
pany, which has been sling-
ing hash since 2009, is pre-
pared to jump through all the 
necessary hoops.

“We’re old-timers by in-
dustry standards,” he said.

The state will announce 
the five successful applicants 
some time this summer, and 
the companies will be able to 
start manufacturing and dis-
tributing in January 2016.
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The in-cider!

She thinks that making cider in the house 
rules. 

Williamsburg home brewer and author Mary 
Izett (pictured) wants adult beverage lovers to 
know that making their own hooch is not nearly 
as daunting as it may seem. 

The author of the new book “Speed Brew-
ing: Techniques and Recipes for Fast-Ferment-
ing Beers, Ciders, Meads, and More” will give 
away some of her secrets at the Pour the Core 
hard cider festival on Saturday.

“I always hear people say that they would 
love to start homebrewing, but they have three 
roommates or a tiny apartment or a new baby,” 
said Izett. “But I think that people can brew in 
their home no matter what the situation, and I 
want them to know that.”

Turning juice — usually apple — into booze 
is a quick and painless process that requires only 
a small amount of space, a few cheap ingredi-
ents, and a wait time as short as a week, said 
Izett, who is a member of both the New York 
City Homebrewers Guild and the Malted Bar-
ley Appreciation Society. And it does not even 
have to be a high-end organic juice.

“You can get the juice at the green market, but 
you can also just get it at Costco,” she said. 

It is easy to go down to the corner store and 
grab a six-pack of Woodchuck, but Izett said 
it is cheaper and more rewarding to make it at 
home yourself. 

“I just love the creative process and making 
something,” said Izett, who has been brewing 
beer and cider in her apartment for more than 
a decade. “It is one thing to buy something at 
a store to share with your friends, but making 
something yourself and sharing it is a whole 
other thing.”

Crafting Your Own “City Ciders” seminar at 
Pour the Core Festival (Brooklyn Expo Center, 
72 Noble St. between West and Franklin streets 
in Greenpoint, www.pourthecore.com). June 
13 at 4 pm. Festival admission $65 ($40 in ad-
vance). — Danielle Furfaro

S E M I N A R

They have stories a lifetime in the mak-
ing.

A group of senior storytellers have crafted 
their life experience into captivating stories 
with the help of professionals from the Moth, 
the city’s famed storytelling enclave, and will 
share the results at the Prospect Hill Senior 
Services Center on June 17. 

Seniors in the program say that sharing their 
stories has been eye-opening.

“You meet a person and you don’t know what 
experiences they’ve had,” said storyteller Be-
atrice Christian. “Then they tell you and you 
say, ‘Wow.’ ”

Christian will tell the story of a chance meet-
ing with the man who would later become her 
husband. Other stories on the docket recount 
a mother-son road trip to visit ill relatives in 
California and seeing the skyscrapers of Man-
hattan for the first time at the age of 15.

The seniors developed their stories at weekly 
meetings over the past six months, with visit-
ing artists offering tips on storytelling struc-
ture. The artist-in-residence at the center said 
that helping the seniors express themselves has 
been hugely rewarding.

“The magic of it is when you start asking 
questions about experiences in their lives,” said 
Cyndi Freeman, a performer who has taught 
storytelling with the Moth community pro-
gram for five years. “Stories will pop up that 
there usually isn’t room to share.”

The storytellers are thrilled to finally share 
their tales with an audience, and say that listen-
ers will be enriched by what they hear.

“They can expect some exciting stories about 
how people open their hearts up to other people, 
and how people went out of their way to make 
someone else’s life happy,” said Christian.

Sharing stories with each other has also been 
a bonding experience. 

“People don’t really tell you their backstories, 
you just know them in the center but you don’t 
know their history,” said Deborah Wheaton 
(pictured second from left, with other story-
tellers), a senior whose passion for storytell-
ing has taken her beyond the program and to 
Moth events throughout the city. “It’s really 
interesting to hear someone tell what’s really 
important to them.”

“Story Telling” at Prospect Hill Senior 
Center [283 Prospect Ave. between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 499–9574,
www.phssonline.org]. June 17 at 10:45 am. 
Free. — Allegra Hobbs

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hese comic book fans are 
burning with pride!

A group of progressive 
nerds are throwing the city’s 
first queer comic and pop-cul-
ture convention — Flame Con 
— at Park Slope’s Grand Pros-
pect Hall on June 13.

The gathering will let creative 
folks from the gay community 
interact on an unprecedented 
scale, one artist said.

“It’s harder for people who are 
queer to find a home in terms of 
festivals,” said Bedford-Stuyve-
sant illustrator Hayley Blatte. “So 
this is a great opportunity for peo-
ple to exchange ideas and create 
an even tighter community.”

Comic conventions — home 
to foam sword wielders and su-
perhero cosplayers — are gen-
erally judgement-free, but the 
city’s other festivals struggle to 
engage the queer community, or-
ganizers said.

“The 2010 New York Comic 
Con only had one queer panel, 
and it was packed to the gills, but 
at the end everybody left — no-
body hung out and talked,” said 
Joey Stern, who that year formed 
Geeks Out, the group behind the 
convention.

At Flame Con, expect all-gen-
der bathrooms, a cosplay pageant, 
name tags with a space to write 
your preferred pronoun, queer 
readings of Sherlock Holmes, 
and panel discussions that go 
deeper than conventional con-
vention conversation about the 
queer community, Stern said.

“They’re not ‘Gay 101’ panels,” 
he said. “The sort of things that 
might be hard to find at other con-
ventions — we’ve got that front 
and center.” 

Among the cartoonist luminar-
ies exhibiting at the show will be 
“X-Men” artist Phil Jimenez, “She-Hulk” 
cover artist Kevin Wada, and Brooklyn Pa-
per arts editor and resident bartoonist Bill 
Roundy.

And the con has its own mascot — Flamey 
— a spandex-clad super hero with imposing 
pauldrons and a shock of flaming hair. The 

fiery hero was a fait accompli, Stern said.
“You put seven queers into a room and 

tell them they’re going to put an event on 
and someone will make a costume for it,” 
Stern said.

And the character’s power embodies the 
spirit of the meet-up.

“Flamey is all genders, goes by ‘they,’ and 
can be worn by anyone,” Stern said.

Of course, if you happen to be straight, 
you’re more than welcome — Flame Con 
is all about inclusivity regardless of pro-
clivity, Stern said.

“We’re definitely not checking people 

at the door to make sure that they’re gay,” 
he said.

Flame Con at Grand Prospect Hall (263 
Prospect Ave. between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, www.flamecon.org) 
June 13 noon–6 pm. After party 8 pm–
midnight. $10–$25.

Silver tongues
S T O RY

Flame on!
City’s fi rst gay comics convention comes to Brooklyn

Local
heroes

Brooklyn represent! Many 
artists won’t have to travel far 
to get to the city’s first queer 
comic convention at Grand Pros-
pect Hall on June 13 — scores 
of Flame Con’s famous guests 
came from right here in Brook-
lyn. Here are a few of our top 
picks — all living in the borough 
that former Beep Marty Markow-
itz’s dubbed the “lesbian capi-
tal of the Northeast.”

Hayley Blatte
Bedford-Stuyvesant illustrator 

Hayley Blatte’s hirsute heroines 
explode narrow preconceptions 
of beauty, turning the pin-up girl 
aesthetic on its head by introducing 
grotesque and taboo elements.

“I’m reinventing the classic pinup 
with a feminist twist,” she said.

The body-positive depictions 
show that waxed eyebrows and an 
hourglass figure are not the defining 
characteristics of femininity.

Jennifer Camper
Talk about seven-card stud! 

Queer comics pioneer (and Kens-
ington resident) Jennifer Camper 
is bringing decks of sexy playing 
cards illustrated by herself and sev-
eral other queer cartoonists exhib-
iting at Flame Con. The decks are a 
steal at $20, and the proceeds go to 
defraying the cost of the City Uni-
versity of New York’s Queers and 
Comics conference. While you’re 
there, pay your respects to the long-
time Gay Community News and Vil-
lage Voice contributor.

Max Wittert
Williamsburger Max Wittert — 

known for parodic revisions of pop-
ular comics — will display art from 
his series “Jean and Scott,” which 
imagines the banal home lives of X-
Men Jean Grey and Cyclops (Scott 
Summers). The multi-media maestro 

will also bring handmade handker-
chiefs with erotic patterns crafted as a 
throwback to the “hanky code” pop-
ular among gay men in the 1980s and 
’90s, he said. The artist is also selling 
prints and some ’zines, he said.

Molly Ostertag
Wacom wunderkind Molly Os-

tertag will be on hand too. The Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant resident is best 
known for illustrating “Strong Fe-
male Protagonist” — a web comic 
that ditches spandex-clad machismo 
and focuses on the more heroic task 
of achieving a fair society.

“There is a lot of feminism in 
there — it talks about and explores 
different issues in social justice, the 
characters are diverse, and lots are 
queer,” said Molly Ostertag.

Ostertag, who produces the comic 
with creative partner Brennan Lee 
Mulligan, will also show her solo-
produced comics and fantasy-in-
spired illustrations, she said.

David Rondinelli
Drop by “Node” creator and 

writer David Rondinelli’s table 
to talk about the forthcoming fi-
nal issue in the three-part magi-
cal noir. The Pronto Comics al-
um’s publishing start-up, Horizon 
Line Comics, shares a table with 
his horror-focused Youtube chan-
nel “Monster Nation.”
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Fired up: Queer nerd group Geeks Out and mascot Flamey are throwing the city’s first gay comic convention — Flame Con — at Grand Prospect Hall on June 13.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
June 12

Que Cera, 
Cera
Come to rock or just 
to gawk. Michael 
Cera, the adorkable 
lead in “Scott Pil-
grim” and “Super-
bad” plays twee 
indie rock alongside 
Alden Penner of 
The Unicorns as 
part of the 
Northside Festival.

11 pm at Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havermeyer Street in 
Williamsburg, (347) 529–
6696, bk.knittingfactory.
com]. $15.

SATURDAY
June 13

Teeny 
weenie
The wee willy compe-
tition is back! Modest 
men compete to see 
who measures up at 
the Smallest Penis in 
Brooklyn Pageant, 
complete with talent, 
swimwear, and formal 
attire competitions. 

2:30 pm at Kings County 
Saloon [1 Knickerbocker 
Ave. at Johnson Avenue 
in Bushwick, (347) 987-
3751, www.kingscountysa-
loon.com]. $10 ($5 in 
advance).

SUNDAY
June 14

The kids are 
all right
Don’t pretend to be 
too cool to enjoy kid 
stuff. Today you can 
let go of your hard-
knock life with this 
SummerStage 
screening of 2014’s 
“Annie.” And before 
the film, 11-year-old 
DJ Fulano will spin 
some records.
7 pm at Betsy Head Park 
(Bristol Street between 
Blake and Dumont ave-
nues in Brownsville, www.
cityparksfoundation.org/
summerstage). Free.

TUESDAY
June 16

Unseen 
university
Uncover the hidden 
history of Brooklyn 
and other, lesser 
boroughs in “The 
New York City 
You’ve Never Seen,” 
a master class for 
making your own 
day trips to little-
known spots from 
sightseeing guide 
Richard Exelbert.

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Brainery [190 Underhill 
Ave. between Sterling 
and St. Johns places in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 
292–7246, www.brooklyn-
brainery.com]. $10.

WEDNESDAY
June 17

He is not 
just a friend
Beloved rapper, beat-
boxer, and 
“Sharknado 2” bit 
player Biz Markie 
performs with 
Brownsville rapper 
Masta Ace. We can 
only assume that this 
evening will end with 
everyone in the park 
coming together to 
belt out “YOOOUUU! 
You got what I 
NEEEEEEEEED!”

7 pm at Herbert Von King 
Park (Lafayette Avenue 
between Marcy and 
Tompkins avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
www.cityparksfoundation.
org/summerstage). Free.
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FRI, JUNE 12
MUSIC, PLAY DATE: The award-win-

ning kiddie-indie music duo Play 
Date will make their NYC debut with 
a concert of interactive tunes for the 
whole family. Free. 11 am. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park (334 Furman St. at Mid-
dagh Street in Dumbo).

ART, “HYBRIDS”: Marcia Neblett ex-
plores hybrid forms in her drawings 
and prints, with a series of large and 
small drawings and prints combines 
a child-like sense of the whimsi-
cal with adult-like fantasies. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. A.I.R. Gallery [155 
Plymoth St. between Pearl and Jay 
streets in Dumbo, (212) 255–6651], 
www.airgallery.org. 

KIDS CREATE: Fathers Day Crafts: 
Kids make a special craft to surprise 
dad. Free. 3–5 pm. Gerritsen Beach 
Public Library [2808 Gerritsen Ave. 
between Bartlett Place and Gotham 
Avenue in Gerritsen Beach, (718) 
368–1435], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

MUSIC, HORACE BROWN, JEFF 
REDD, DJ CHUCK CHILLOUT, DJ 
MELL STARR: Part of SummerStage. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Betsy Head Park (Du-
mont Avenue between Boyland and 
Bristol streets in Brownsville), www.
cityparksfoundation.org. 

THEATER, “THE WILD WOMEN OF 
WONGO”: An immersive dance 
party musical about astronauts dis-
covering a planet of wild women. 
$25. 7:30 pm and 10 pm. Brooklyn 
Fireproof (19 Ingraham St., between 
Morgan and Porter avenus in Bush-
wick. www.planetwongo.com). 

THEATER, DARK WONDERLAND: 
The Green-Wood Historic Fund and 
MAPP International Production pres-
ents a nighttime festival of music, 
dance and theater marking the 
150th anniversary of Lewis Carroll’s 
“Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.” 
$25. 7:30pm–10:00pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 25th 
Street in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-wood.com. 

SAT, JUNE 13
MUSIC, A NORTHSIDE FESTIVAL 

SHOWCASE OF MUSIC AND COM-
EDY: Featuring music by Jawbreaker 
Reunion, PWR BTTM, Fern Mayo, 
Nicholas Nicholas, Comfy, and O-

Face, and comedy by Joe Pera, Mary 
Houlihan, Ana Fabrega, Sammy 
Ruddy, Tim Platt, and Max Fox. $8. 
Noon–6 pm. Palisades [906 Broad-
way at Stockton Street in Bushwick, 
(201) 214–7444], www.palisadesbk.
com. 

MUSIC, “BROWNSVILLE BRED”: 
“Brownsville Bred” is written, per-
formed and lived by Nuyorican poet 
Elaine Del Valle. Part of Summer-
Stage. Free. 7–9 pm. Betsy Head 
Park (Dumont Avenue between Boy-
land and Bristol streets in Browns-
ville), www.cityparksfoundation.org. 

MUSIC, XIU XIU, BOTTOMS, EULA: 
$15. 8 pm. Palisades [906 Broadway 
at Stockton Street in Bushwick, (201) 
214–7444], www.palisadesbk.com. 

MUSIC, DOOMSQUAD, PINS: $12 ($10 
in advance). 10:30 pm. Rough Trade 
NYC [64 N. Ninth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.rought-
radenyc.com. 

BROOKLYN PRIDE FESTIVAL AND 
PARADE: Come celebrate LGBTQ 
culture at the Brooklyn Pride Parade. 
Free. 11 am–5 pm. (Between Third 
Street and Sterling Place at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope). 

SUN, JUNE 14
THEATER, THEATRESPORTS: The-

atreSports offers a unique oppor-
tunity for kids to watch and partici-
pate in live theater, with a fun-fi lled 
competition between two teams 
of actors who challenge each other 
to create scenes on the spot. $10. 
Noon. Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.
galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “THE CHERRY ORCHARD”: 
Falconworks Theater Company up-
dates Anton Chekov’s “The Cherry 
Orchard” to resonate in today’s 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, JUNE 13
MUSIC, COMBINACION PER-

FECTA SALSA CONCERT: Fea-
turing Oscar D’Leon, Tito Nieves, 
La India, Ismael Miranda, and 
others. $70.50–$305.50. 8 pm.

SUN, JUNE 14
MUSIC, AMPLIFY 2015: Featuring 

Ne-yo, Ludacris, and Cash Cash. 
$9.23–$92.30. 7 pm.

WED, JUNE 17
MUSIC, BARRY MANILOW: $19.75–

$249.75. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 27
MUSIC, CONTEMPORARY COLOR: 

Featuring David Byrne, Nelly 
Furtado, How to Dress Well, Dev 
Hynes, Kelis, Nico Muhly and Ira 
Glass, St. Vincent, Tune-Yards, 
Lucius, and Money Mark and Ad-
Rock. $30–$85. 7:30 pm.

SUN, JUNE 28
MUSIC, CONTEMPORARY COLOR: 

See Saturday, June 27. $25–$85. 
7:30 pm.

MON, JUNE 29
MUSIC, BETTE MIDLER: $47.50–

$312.50. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Bushwick, Downtown, and 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, 
sports, and parenting in 
one package.

 

ON YOUR 
COMPUTER, PHONE, 
OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The 
site is updated throughout the 
day, offering the latest local 
coverage with more depth than 
any other web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
The Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. 
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us 
on Facebook at Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, 
and sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

Looks like he made it: Barry Manilow croons the songs that 
make the whole world sing on June 17 at Barclays Center.
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A Theatrical Circus Production for All Ages
Tickets and Info at www.AliceAreYou.com

June 20th & 21st ~ Mark Morris Duffy Theater

Join the hundreds of students who have committed to

THE LIU BROOKLYN
EXPERIENCE

Offering more than 200 undergraduate, graduate and doctoral degree programs  
�������	
���	�������������������
���������
�����������������
����������������	����	�
����
���������
�����
�����	������������
����������	��
	��������������	
��� 
�����	����	��!�
����������
	����������	����"#####������
�	��$���������$��� 
��������
��������	��	�
������%�

&�����	���������������������$��	�������� 
�������������	
�����liu.edu/express 

• Accounting
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transfer and graduate students

June 15 - 20

REGISTER TODAY

Find out.

Community’s pick
“Counternarratives” by 

John Keene: In “Counterna-
rratives,” John Keene conjures 
lost memoirs, detectives pulps, 
and newspaper reports to re-
write literary and cultural his-
tory. This new story collection 
carves daring paths through the 
Western canon, reviving Jim 
and Huck Finn, Langston 
Hughes and Xavier Villaurrutia, 
sorcery, slavery, and colonial-
ism. Keene’s blend of history 
and narrative, the familiar and 
the strange, reads like a furious 
Ishmael Reed channeling his in-

ner Borges: careful yet caustic. 
Fans of “Annotations,” Keene’s 
brief, brilliant study of home, 
have waited a long time for his 
next offering. It is here, and it 
is brilliant and biting.

— Hal Hlavinka, Commu-
nity Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street 
and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075, www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net].

Greenlight’s pick
“Can’t and Won’t” by 

Lydia Davis: Lydia Davis is 
a miniaturist, a stylist, an obses-

sive writer of the small and par-
ticular that all too often disap-
pears into the void of everyday 
life. In her newest collection she 
presents some of her shortest 
stories to date. She builds her 
pieces carefully sequence by se-
quence, so that minor moments 
gain weighty significance. She 
writes in the form of incoher-
ent dreams, letters, and lists. 
She catalogs the inconsistencies 
and surprising contingencies of 
life. This is a collection for the 
malcontented, the idiosyncratic, 
and for those curious to learn 
about existence in its most pe-

culiar manifestations.
— Maya Solove, Green-

light Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200,  www.greenlightbook-
store.com ].

Word’s pick
“The Knowledge: How 

To Rebuild Civilization in 
the Aftermath of a Cata-
clysm” by Lewis Dartnell: 
This is not your typical apoca-
lypse prep book. Dartnell fo-
cuses on the science and his-

tory behind the items we take 
for granted, a sort of “how we 
got to now” thought experi-
ment. He writes about com-
munications, agriculture, 
technologies, and medicine. 
Would we be able to recreate 
penicillin from scratch? Could 
you make your own clothing? 
While reading, I realized how 
woefully unprepared I was. 
The book is educational, fun, 
and thought-provoking.

— Alyssa Ki, Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Weekend’s 
must reads
Booksellers give their 
recommendations

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hese debs are no downers!

An interactive dance performance 
in Red Hook introduces audiences to 

the tension and competition behind the 
tightly-enforced etiquette of a debutante 
ball. The show “Debutaunt” portrays girls 
who may be steeped in tradition, but who 
want to carve out space for themselves, 
said the show’s creator.

“There is a mistress of ceremonies who 
passes on messages that aren’t productive 
or useful to this generation, but the girls by 
the end are in revolt in their own way,” said 
choreographer Mary John Frank. “They are 
forced to find their own voice and decide 
whether to stand up to old traditions.”

“Debutaunt” brings viewers into the ac-
tion with lessons on posture and table man-
ners, and each audience member receives a 
bracelet with the name of a particular debu-
tante. Each character has her own choreo-
graphed dance and accompanying video, and 
as the evening progresses the debs fall into 
competitive strife as their assigned cham-

pions cheer them on.
Frank knows about the world of deb-

utantes — she used to be one. 
During breaks from studying at New York 

University, she would return to her home in 
Texas for debutante events. There was a stark 
contrast between her New York life and her 
debutante life back home, but slipping back 
into the life of a southern belle was easier 
than you might think, she said. 

“For me, it was just what people in 
my community did,” she said. “My par-
ents were matched at a debutante ball. It 
was very much part of the culture, and I 
wanted to feel connected to that.”

Still, she was in no rush to try to explain 
the tradition to her New York friends.

“I didn’t hide it, but it seemed so out 
of context there would be no way of de-
scribing it to people here,” she said.

“Debutaunt,” at Atelier Roquette (63 
Commerce St. between Richards and 
Van Brunt streets in Red Hook, www.
debutauntball.com.) June 12–13 at 8 pm; 
June 14 at 7 pm; June 19–20 at 8 pm; 
June 21 at 7 pm; June 26–27 at 8 pm, 
and June 28 at 7 pm. $35.

Rebel belles
Dance reveals debutante drama

Balancing the books: A debutante practices her poise in 
preparation for her coming out party in “Debutaunt.”
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Everyone depends on electricity. So if you ever need 
to report a loss of power, now you can text OUT to 
OUTAGE (688243) and follow the prompts. Also, check 
our outage map to get estimated restoration times at 
conEd.com/OutageMap.

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Ginger’s Bar [363 Fifth Ave, between Fifth and Sixth streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 788-0924, www.gingersbarbklyn.com]. Open Mon–Thu, 5 pm–4 am; 
Sat, Sun, 2 pm–4 am.

times of social upheaval in 
Red Hook. $35. 3 pm and 
8 pm. Red Hook Lab [133 
Imlay St. between Verona 
and Pioneer streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 395–3218], 
www.redhooklabs.com. 

MUSIC, MELVIN DAVIS, THE 
DREW SCHULTZ FUNK 
MACHINE: $10. 7 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

TALK, MEGAN HUSTAD: 
Author Megan Hustad dis-
cusses her book, “Ghost 
Projects, Or, Where Do You 
Put Art You Never Made?” 
Free. 11 am. Open Source 
Gallery [306 17th St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

CRAWFISH BOIL: Sycamore 
Bar hosts its sixth annual 
crawfi sh boil, offering din-
ers a large box of crawfi sh, 
a pint of beer, and a side 
of their choice. $30. 1 pm, 
3 pm, and 5 pm. Sycamore 
[1118 Cortelyou Rd. be-
tween Stratford and West-
minster roads in Ditmas 
Park, (347) 240–5850], www.
sycamorebrooklyn.com. 

FAMILY DAY: The Martha 
Redbone Roots Project and 
Ebony Hillbillies provide the 
entertainment at this fun 
day full of activities. Free. 4 
pm. Betsy Head Park [Du-
mont Ave. and Thomas S. 
Boyland St. in Brownsville, 
www.SummerStage.org]. 

SPORTS, NYC MAYOR’S 
CUP BASEBALL ALL-STAR 
GAME: New York City’s 
best high school senior 
baseball players from the 
Public Schools Athletic 
League compete against 
the best seniors from the 
Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association. Free. 7:30 
pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

MUSIC, DAWN OBERG: Free. 
8 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

MON, JUNE 15
TALK, “THE MESSENGER”: 

Screening of “The Messen-
ger,” which follows on the 
journey of two soldiers who 
have the diffi cult task of no-
tifying the families of fallen 
soldiers. Film scholar David 
LaRocca and former marine 
Edward Walsh discuss after. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, BLACK LIGHT 
COMEDY SHOW: Monthly 
comedy night showcas-
ing female comedians. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Moon Cafe [745 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliot Place and 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 855–7149]. 

COMEDY, IRL CLUB: A night 
of comedic presentations 
about the internet, hosted 
by Adrien Chen. $8 ($5 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, MYSTIK SPIRAL: $7. 
8 pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand 
St. at Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

TUES, JUNE 16
ART, METAL PAINTING” 

OPENING RECEPTION: A 
site-specifi c installation by 
artist Ellen Harvey, “Metal 
Painting” is composed of 
more than 800 oil paint-
ings on magnetized panels 
of varying sizes. Reception 
with cocktails. Free. 4–6 
pm. Studio of Ellen Harvey 
(202 Banker St. between 
Norman and Meserole Av-
enues in Greenpoint), www.
barnesfoundation.org. 

MUSIC, WOODS, QUILT, 

DRIPPY EYE PROJEC-
TIONS: $15. 8 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, THE CRADLE, 
THOMAS QUINTTUS, 
CURRENT JOYS, BRUISE, 
WARBLES: $7. 8 pm. 
Palisades [906 Broadway at 
Stockton Street in Bushwick, 
(201) 214–7444], www.pali-
sadesbk.com. 

FILM, “SHAKE! OTIS AT 
MONTEREY,” “JIMI PLAYS 
MONTEREY”: An outdoor 
screening of concert-fi lms 
capturing Otis Redding and 
Jimi Hendrix. Free. 8:30 
pm. Putnam Triangle Plaza 
(Fulton Street and Grand 
Avenue in Fort Greene). 

WED, JUNE 17
THE FABULOUS FIFTH AV-

ENUE FAIR: Businesses 
from up and down Park 
Slope’s Fifth Avenue show-
case their food, drinks, 
music, art, crafts, vintages 
cars, and more in this an-
nual neighborhood fair. 
(718) 551-5545. Noon–6 pm. 
(Fifth Avenue between 12th 
Street and Sterling Place in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, THE METROPOLITAN 
OPERA SUMMER RECITAL 

SERIES: An evening of 
opera arias and duets fea-
turing Metropolitan Opera 
stars. Free. 7–8 pm. Brook-
lyn Bridge Park (334 Furman 
St. at Middagh Street in 
Dumbo), www.cityparks-
foundation.org. 

THE 4TH ANNUAL INNER 
BEAUTY PAGEANT: The 
4th Annual Inner Beauty 
Pageant is a showcase 
of New York’s fi nest. $7 
($5 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, ALL BOY/ALL GIRL, 
BLUFFING, MUSEYROOM: 
$7. 8 pm. Palisades [906 
Broadway at Stockton 
Street in Bushwick, (201) 
214–7444], www.pali-
sadesbk.com. 

THURS, JUNE 18
FREE HOURS: Children enjoy 

the museum free of charge 
on select days. Free. 3 pm 
– 7 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

COMEDY, INDEEDY MUSICAL 
BINGO: Indeedy Musical 
Bingo is like normal bingo 

but with songs instead of 
numbers. Kitschy prizes 
are available. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, TAANA GARDNER, 
DJ LORD YODA: Part of 
SummerStage. Free. 7–9 
pm. Herbert Von King Park 
(670 Lafayette Ave. between 
Tompkins and Marcy ave-
nues in Fort Greene), www.
cityparksfoundation.org. 

READING, JEFF GORDINIER 
AND MARC WEINGAR-
TEN: “Here She Comes 
Now” is a collection of sto-
ries from different types of 
writers about the effect fe-
male musicians have had on 
their lives. The contributing 
writers join in for discussion. 
Free. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 666–
3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

MUSIC, JAMAICAN QUEENS, 
RICKY EAT ACID, ZULA, 
FRIEND ROULETTE: $8. 8 
pm. Palisades [906 Broad-
way at Stockton Street in 
Bushwick, (201) 214–7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com. 

FRI, JUNE 19
MUSIC, LAURIE M. TAYLOR, 

SOUL MOVEMENT, KA-
RISMA JAY: A night of 
dance inspired by a range 
of sounds, including the 
music of Gregory Porter, 
Childish Gambino. and Rob-
ert Glasper. Part of Sum-
merStage. Free. 7–9 pm. 
Herbert Von King Park (670 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Tompkins and Marcy ave-
nues in Fort Greene), www.
cityparksfoundation.org. 

THEATER, “THE FIZZLES”: An 
adaptation of “The Fizzles,” 
an enigmatic art book pro-
duced from a one-off col-
laboration of Samuel Beck-
ett and Jasper Johns. $15. 8 
pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

MUSIC, WISHING ON STARS, 
LIZ KELLY, DIRT BIKES, 
MARK GILDAY JR., JE-
DIDIAH CROOK: Free. 8 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

MUSIC, THE NEW JEWEL 
MOVEMENT, SOFT CAC-
TUS, VITAL G, THE OX ON 
THE ROOF: $8. 8 pm. Trash 
Bar [256 Grand St. at Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–1000], www.thet-
rashbar.com. 

MUSIC, ANA MATRONIC: 
Free. 11 pm. C’mon Every-
body (325 Franklin Ave. 
at Clifton Place in Fort 
Greene). 

SAT, JUNE 20
MUSIC, DRUNK TED TALKS: 

Highly intelligent people 
talk about weird stuff while 
extremely drunk (with 
PowerPoints). $5. 2 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, “SOLSTICE”: Award-
winning acrobatic troupe 
LAVA hosts an afternoon 
of performances, food, and 
music, to showcase this 
newly renovated community 
garden. Free. 2–7 pm. Jane 
Bailey Memorial Garden 

(329 Greene Ave. between 
Franklin and Classon av-
enues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant), www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “ALICE ARE YOU”: 
A new take on the clas-
sic tale “Alice in Wonder-
land.” For children 5 and 
older. $20–$25. 7:30 pm. 
Mark Morris Dance Group 
[3 Lafayette Ave. between 
Nostrand Avenue and Bed-
ford Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 624–8400], www.
markmorrisdancegroup.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES OPENING DAY: 
The Brooklyn Cyclones 
open their 15th season at 
MCU Park in Coney Island, 
taking on the cross-town 

rival Staten Island Yankees, 
followed by a fi reworks 
display. $10. 6:30 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

ART, “AFROS — A CELEBRA-
TION OF NATURAL HAIR” 
OPENING RECEPTION: An 
exhibition of photographs 
by artist Michael July. 
Opening reception includes 
a talk with the artist, music, 
wine, and more. Free. 7–10 
pm. House of Art Gallery 
(408 Marcus Garvey Blvd. 
between Halsey and Macon 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant), www.hoagallery.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Violet femmes: These sci-fi sirens terrorize two lost astronauts in the musical 
“The Wild Women of Wongo,” now playing at Brooklyn Fireproof in Bushwick.
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My 20-year-old daugh-
ter came home from 
college, deposited 

the contents of her dorm room 
around and on top of the din-
ning room table, monopo-
lized the washer and dryer 
for two days, and then left 
for the summer after spend-
ing her free time going out 
with friends and getting her 
fill of the city. 

I managed to have one din-
ner with her. I hope to break 
bread with her again in August 

Home — and then not!
wants to come here. 

Finally it dawned on me 
that my daughter doesn’t want 
to hang at home because it 
isn’t where her life is any-
more. After two years of col-
lege, she has formed her own 
network of friends who share 
interests and ideas, who want 
to see the same movies, who 
can speak in shorthand, mak-
ing easy reference to all the 
things that went on this past 
year at school.

These are the people who 
are going through the same 
experiences — finding intern-
ships and jobs, packing up 
and moving off for the sum-
mer, worrying about their fu-
ture, and the seemingly huge 
questions of careers, passions, 
and where to live. My daugh-
ter’s friends have time and 
desire to go places with no 
money, wearing dirty clothes 
and staying in hostels and no-
star hotels.

I remember that period of 
my life fondly and can re-
call that arc of years spend-
ing less and less time with 
my parents, shortening va-
cations with detours to visit 
a friend here or there, even 
beginning to skip holidays 
at home. 

I never really thought about 
it from my parents’ viewpoint 
as they each seemingly kept on 
with the grind of their lives. 
In fact I thought about them 
very little day to day. My life 
was full, intense, demanding, 
all consuming, and they were 
no longer part of it.

My daughter is in that place 
too, engrossed in friendships 
and projects, and though I may 
miss her company, she is ex-
actly where she should be. 

Suddenly, looking at those 
piles of her things, her gui-
tar and coffee mugs, makes 
me feel a little connected to 
her. 

I appreciate her indepen-
dence and desire to be out in 
the world. 

But I’m looking forward to 
our next meal together, when-
ever and wherever it may be, 
and the chance to hear even a 
little bit about this life she’s 
making for herself.

when she is sched-
uled to fly through 
for four days, or 
maybe in Septem-
ber when she’ll 
stop in to pick up 
all her stuff when 
she heads back to 
school.

It doesn’t seem she wants 
to spend much time at home 
these days. At first I took it 
personally, that I wasn’t in-
teresting or had bad breath. I 
thought it might be something 

unappealing about the place, 
but I made sure there were 
clean sheets on her bed and 
food in the fridge. Maybe it is 
Brooklyn, except every other 
college student in the country 

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

He’s got this going for him, 
which is nice.

Actor and  living internet 
meme  Bill Murray led a group 
of writers, poets, and verse 
lovers in the 20th annual Po-
etry Walk Across the Brook-
lyn Bridge last Monday.

The “Ghostbusters” and 
“Ghostbusters II” star  is a  
 fixture  at the yearly stroll, 
and was joined this year by 
Brooklyn’s poet laureate 
Tina Chang, along with fel-
low bards Cornelius Eady, 
Edward Hirsch, Laura Ka-
sischke, Thomas Lux, and 
Ocean Vuong. 

Once the group had tra-
versed the bridge, Richard 
Blanco, who is best known 
as the inaugural poet at Pres-
ident Obama’s second inau-
guration, gave the traditional 
reading of Walt Whitman’s 
“Crossing Brooklyn Ferry” in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.

Poetry fans paid $250 a pop 
to take part in the event, which 
raises cash for Poets House, a 
poetry library on the distant 
island of Manhattan

Bill Murray leads poet walk

Actor Bill Murray strolls across the Brooklyn Bridge on June 8 as part of the 
20th annual Poetry Walk.
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Windows & Doors

ARE THE MOST EFFI-
CIENT IN THE WORLD
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Have you Heard?

ALL INVITED TO OUR NEW WINDOW LEARNING CENTER AND SHOWROOM

FREE ESTIMATES

Email: info@windowfi xinc.com | Website: windowfi xinc.com | 335-347 38th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232

Call Us Today

CALL US TODAY 
1-800-337-1620
Serving the New York Tri-State 

Area for over 30 years
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

*New money only. APY effective April 2, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals 
may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

24-Month CD

1.25%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Talk about garden vari-
ety!

The Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden last Thursday opened 
the gates to its newly-refur-
bished “Discovery Garden,” 
a one-acre park that gives 
youngsters the chance to have 
fun while learning about 
nature through a range of 
hands-on activities. 

One tot in attendance at 
the opening had such a good 
time playing with all the ex-
hibits and rolling in the grass 
that he did not want to leave, 
his mom said.

“Oh he had so much fun,” 
said Crown Heights resident 
Sabrina Brathwaite of her 
2-year-old son Ethan. “He 
cried when we had to go!”

The new and improved 
Discovery Garden, which 
is four times larger than its 
previous iteration, was de-
signed to introduce kids to 
the natural world around 
them. It contains several 
different habitats modelled 

New garden for kids

after the marshes, wood-
lands, and meadows that 
once flourished in Brooklyn, 
where kids can get up close 

and personal with the bugs 
and plants that live inside. 
It also has a fruit and vege-
table garden where kids can 

literally get their hands dirty 
learning about composting 
and growing plants.

The space is designed to 
get city-slicker tykes excited 
about the natural world while 
schooling them about the ins 
and outs of the out-of-doors, 
said one garden honcho.

“The new Discovery Gar-
den is a place for city kids 
and all visitors to experience 
the wonder of nature,” said 
Scot Medbury, president of 
the Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den. “BBG sought to create 
a space that sparks the imag-
ination and channels kids’ 
innate curiosity into science 
and nature learning.”

Visit the Discovery Gar-
den at the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [990 Washington 
Ave. between Empire Bou-
levard and Montgomery 
Street in Crown Heights, 
(718) 623–7200, www.bbg.
org.] Tuesday-Friday 8 am-6 
pm, Saturday and Sunday 
10 am-6 pm. $12 for adults, 
$6 for seniors, $6 for stu-
dents, free for children un-
der 12.

Kids wave from on high in a giant bird’s nest at the 
Botanic Garden’s Discovery Garden on June 3.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It is show and tell and lit-
igate.  

Brooklyn renters can share 
their landlord horror stories 
at a series of town hall meet-
ings around the borough this 
month, which a team of attor-
neys will then investigate for 
potential civil suits against the 
property owners. 

Borough President Adams 
says he is organizing the kvetch 
sessions to stop slumlords from 
forcing tenants out of rent-sta-
bilized homes by making their 
buildings impossible to live in. 
The exhausted inhabitants of-
ten give in while the landlords 
just receive a slap on the wrist, 
Adams said, and the borough 

needs to crack down before 
that happens.

“Harmful landlords are 
playing games with the health 
and safety of their tenants, and 
they think that fines are just a 
cost of doing business,” said 
Adams. “Denying someone 
heat, hot water, sanitation, 
or other basic services is not 
a negotiation tactic — it’s a 
crime.”

The Beep is teaming up 
with civil rights lawyer Nor-
man Seigel and tenants’ rights 
organization Brooklyn Legal 
Services on the project. The 
attorneys will also send the 
tenants’ claims to Brooklyn 
District Attorney Ken Thomp-
son and the Tenant Harassment 
Prevention Task Force for pos-

Open house! 
Beep: Name and shame 
Bklyn’s lousy landlords

sible criminal charges. 
As rent levels continue to 

rise across Brooklyn, more and 
more landlords are using these 
kind of tactics to get rid of their 
low-income tenants, said one 
tenants rights attorney. 

“This is a very real and com-
mon problem, and we are glad 
that others are finally starting 
to echo that,” said Adam Mey-

ers, who said his firm gets be-
tween five and 10 complaints 
each month. 

The first town hall is sched-
uled for July 14 at Borough 
Hall Downtown at 6 pm.

Aggrieved tenants who 
cannot make one of the meet-
ings can still e-mail their testi-
mony to askeric@brooklynbp.
nyc.gov.

Louis Ramos, who lived near one of the Israel broth-
ers’ buildings in Greenpoint, hopes a judge throws 
the pair in jail.
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We have heard that the HPV vaccine is im-
portant for girls and young women to get, 
because it can help prevent cervical cancer. 
However, I recently read that the HPV vac-
cine can prevent other diseases as well, and 
that boys and young men should also con-
sider being vaccinated. Is that true? Can you 
tell me more about the benefits of the HPV 
vaccine, as well as who should receive it and 
when it should be administered?

It’s true that the human papillomaviruses 
(HPV) vaccine is most commonly noted for 
its protective power against cervical can-
cer, and is often advertised as an option for 
young girls. A reason for the emphasis on 
prevention of cervical cancer may be that 
the disease is one of the most common 
types of cancer that affects only women. It 
has a significant mortality rate, and virtu-
ally all cervical cancer cases result from HPV 
infection, which is spread by skin-to-skin 
contact. The availability of preventive HPV 
immunization was an important milestone 
in the fight against cervical cancer.

However, what you have heard is correct—
there are many additional benefits of HPV 
vaccination for both girls and boys. Along 
with reducing the risk of cervical cancer, 
the HPV vaccine can prevent the develop-
ment of cancers of the mouth, throat, vulva, 
anus and penis, as well as genital warts. It 
comes as no surprise that there is currently a 
higher adoption rate of HPV immunization 
in girls, because HPV vaccinations for girls 
became available in 2006, but the vaccines 
weren’t available for boys until 2009. The 
good news is that boys can catch up.

The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion recommends giving the HPV vaccine to 

preteens at age 11 and 12, and it can be ad-
ministered to children as young as age nine. 
This is an ideal time for both boys and girls 
to vaccinated, because it gives their bodies 
time to develop an immune response be-
fore they become sexually active. However, 
females age 26 or younger and males age 
21 or younger can also receive protection 
through HPV immunization, even if they’re 
sexually active. The vaccine is also recom-
mended for men ages 22 through 26 who 
have compromised immune systems. 

It’s important to note that the HPV vaccine 
is not administered in a single appointment, 
but in three separate doses over six months, 
so it is best to schedule all three appoint-
ments for the HPV vaccination series in ad-
vance. Missed appointments should be re-
scheduled as soon as possible. Don’t forget 
the ultimate goal of scheduling a series of 
HPV vaccinations—to protect against mul-
tiple forms of life threatening cancer.

by Leslie Hayes, M.D.  |  Chief of Adolescent Medicine, Department of Pediatrics 
New York Methodist Hospital 
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