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INSIDE: GET THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

The city must kill plans to build two 
money-making apartment towers near 
the Atlantic Avenue end of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park because the skyscrapers are 
not needed to keep the open space in the 
black and will only add to congestion 
and overcrowding in area that is about 
to be densely developed, according to 
residents and politicians who spoke at a 
heated meeting last Thursday at St. Fran-
cis College in Brooklyn Heights.

The vast majority of those who 
sounded off at the gathering — a re-
quirement of the settlement of a law-
suit against the Pier 6 plans by an anti-
development group and hosted by the 
Empire State Development Corporation 
and the Brooklyn Bridge Park Devel-
opment Corporation, the agencies that 
oversee development in the park — re-
iterated claims that the buildings are 
overkill in an area where new luxury 
apartments will proliferate thanks to 
the closure, sale, and redevelopment of 
the former Long Island College Hospi-
tal nearby.

“The neighborhood’s changes are 
not being driven by thoughtful urban 
planning, but rather by real estate val-
ues that would have been considered 
laughable in 2005,” wrote state Sen. 
Daniel Squadron in a letter he submit-
ted to the groups that outlined his rea-
sons for reconsidering the plan. “When 
considered alongside the LICH devel-
opment (literally), PS 8 wait lists, and 
other rapid changes, all of which are 
contemplated in isolation, it is impossi-
ble to argue that these developments do 

Heated debate over planned towers at Brooklyn Bridge Park

not have a collective impact on neigh-
borhood character.”

Squadron also questioned the methods 
of the agencies which he claimed were 
doing everything they could to squash 
debate and push the towers through.

“I would like to respectfully point 
out that this process — the mid-summer 
modification hearing, the park staff’s in-
sistence on recommending a developer 
it is not authorized to select, the general 
rush to build, the last minute release of 

an ‘independent’ financial analysis — 
suggest an urgency that is not supported 
by the facts,” he wrote. “The park is not 
facing a crisis in its operating budget. 
The rights on the Pier 6 sites will not ex-
pire. The urgency seems more a matter 
of politics than one of policy.”

The meeting was scheduled to re-
volve around a set of modifications to 
the Corporation’s general project plan 
of 2005 that allow the park to close the 
loop road currently ringing the develop-

ment sites, add ground-floor retail and 
a pre-kindergarten facility, and adjust 
the height of the buildings in order to 
comply with federal flood guidelines. 
It  kicks off a 30-day public comment 
period  in which locals can submit testi-
mony to Park honchos before they vote 
on the modifications later this fall.

But it quickly grew tense as activists 
regularly jeered and booed pro-develop-
ment speakers, and police had to remove 
one speaker after he demanded more time 

BUILDING BACKLASH

The towers planned for Pier 6 near Atlantic Avenue.
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(Left) Police escort anti-development speaker Fred Kent from the room after he demanded more time 
to speak and refused to yield the floor. (Right) Councilman Brad Lander at the hearing last Thursday cau-
tioned against rushing into plans to build a pair of luxury towers at Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6.
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and refused to yield the floor. 
Ninety people signed up to speak, 

and out of the more than 30 speakers, 
only one finished her remarks within 
the allotted time.

A city pol and Brooklyn Bridge Park 
leader implored the crowd to focus on 
the benefits the modifications would 
bring to the community.

“Let’s not turn this into something 
that it’s not,” said Deputy Mayor Ali-
cia Glen, who is also the chairwoman 
of the Park’s board of directors. “These 
development sites were approved in the 
2005 GPP. All we are looking to do here 
is to make them better by adding these 
benefits.”

But to the Pier 6 opponents, the fact 
that the project’s general plan is now a 

decade old became a central reason to 
throw it out and start from scratch. 

“This is a simple opportunity at least 
to take a step back and try and make 
good, rational decisions,” said Coun-
cilman Brad Lander (D–Park Slope). 
“We will allow both of those proper-
ties to be put up for sale for develop-
ment without making a plan for where 
those kids are gonna go to school in a 
neighborhood where all the schools are 
overcrowded? That is insane!”

Brooklyn Bridge Park was conceived 
with the promise that it would be self-suf-
ficient, with private developments in the 
park financing the large swath of green 
space running from Dumbo to Cobble 
Hill. But the Corporation is not bound 

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s not dope!
The borough’s hopes for a new 

medical marijuana dispensary 
have gone up in smoke now that 
the state has refused to license 
two Kings County joints to stock 
the product, forcing Brooklynites 
to travel to  Manhattan, Queens, 
and the Bronx  to fill their pre-
scription — and prompting Bor-
ough President Adams to slam the 
state for once again bogarting his 
hometown.

“It’s just a consistent pattern 
that when it comes to innovation 
and support, the governor has 

been absent when it 
comes down to the 
borough of Brook-
lyn,” said Adams, a 
longtime supporter 
of legal medical pot. 
“Disappointment is 
putting it lightly, but 
it’s expected when 
it comes down to 
their track record 
on Brooklyn.”

The Department 
of Health selected 
five companies to 
grow, process, and dispense pre-
scription pot but didn’t say why 
far out places in Queens, Manhat-
tan, and The Bronx are in, but the 

two companies with 
plans to open phar-
macies in Brooklyn 
are out.

Mindful Medical, 
a Colorado company 
whose New York di-
vision is led by the 
former owner of Park 
Slope meat market 
Fleisher’s was look-
ing to open its dis-
pensary  in Sunset 
Park , while Palliat-
ech, a Long Island 

company, leased a space  Down-
town on Fulton Street  in June.

Representatives of both com-
panies could not immediately be 

reached for comment.
Both firms faced stiff competi-

tion in the reefer race, vying with 
41 other companies for just five 
licenses to sling prescription pot 
in the form of tinctures and pills 
extracted from marijuana, not the 
buds themselves.

The state will allow each com-
pany that did make the cut to open 
four dispensaries around the state, 
and they should be up and run-
ning by January.

The Beep, an ex-cop, has been 
a booster for medical weed since 
his days as a state senator, a posi-
tion he said he took after watch-
ing a sick friend battle chemother-
apy symptoms with pot that the 

man’s brother had to buy illegally. 
The thought of his friend’s little 
brother risking arrest to buy med-
icine totally blew the pol’s gourd, 
and made him really reevaluate 
things, man, he said.

The state should have taken 
into consideration Adams’ early 
and vocal support for medical 
when picking which companies 
it would allow to operate and 
where they would open up shop, 
the Beep said.

“No other borough president 
has actively stated ‘Bring the com-
merce here,’ ” he said. “There has 
not been another borough that has 
been more supportive of this than 
Brooklyn.”

Med marijuana joint passed over 

Borough President Adams loves yoga, meditation, and 
medical marijuana.
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Boro going to pot!

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

Who’s on Third? Everybody!
A slew of new watering holes 

and Park Slope-esqe storefronts are 
sprouting up along Gowanus’ Third 
Avenue area, an industrial sprawl 
once sparsely populated by the odd 
dive bar or corner store, and some 
denizens witnessing the change give 
thanks to the fetid waterway from 
which it springs.

“This crazy polluted canal has 
given a bunch of people an oppor-
tunity to realize their dreams,” said 
Jonathan Schnapp, co-owner of the 
Royal Palms Shuffleboard Club, a 
tropical-vacation-themed getaway 
that dropped anchor just a block 
away from the Gowanus Canal 
two years ago. 

Schnapp says the largely indus-
trial zoning that is kept in place, for 
now, by plans to clean up the ca-
nal and the surrounding toxic land 
has given artists and entrepreneurs 
a condo-free haven to spread out 
and lay down roots for their small 
businesses. The proprietors of the 
Shuffleboard Club lucked out with 
a vast warehouse space just as the 
canal-front scene was getting off 
the ground, giving them a front-
row seat to the overflowing of new 
eats and treats on Third Avenue, 
once home to metal shops and tire 
repair companies. 

Gowanus experiencing a Gowanaissance
New Third Avenue shops reshaping gritty neighborhood into the next Park Slope

“It was pretty desolate,” said Ash-
ley Albert, Schnapp’s co-pilot, who 
lives in the neighborhood. “It was 
dark and there weren’t a lot of peo-
ple on the street. But we knew it 
was coming.”

The change has come in waves 
over the last few years — renowned 
ice cream parlor Ample Hills Cream-
ery opened next door to the Shuf-

fleboard, Fletcher’s BBQ started 
slinging Texas-style brisket down 
the street, and a herd of innovative 
techies have recognized the area as 
the new frontier for space and af-
fordability, with song-annotation 
start-up Genius announcing its im-
minent move from a handful of Wil-
liamsburg apartments to a 43,000 
square-foot office space. Most re-

cently, Hazel Village, an earthy toy 
store specializing in organic, hand-
stitched cuddle buddies, opened its 
first storefront on Third Avenue.

Sister-run sweets shop Four and 
Twenty Blackbirds was one of the 
pioneers to set off what has since 
been hashtagged the Gowanaissance, 
leading the charge in 2010 with de-
lectable pies served out of the duo’s 

first brick-and-mortar storefront on 
the corner of Eighth Street, and the 
trendsetters said the canal’s magic 
was palpable even before the food 
and tech explosion.

“It sort of had that magical, ‘We 
can do this’ kind of element,” said 
Emily Elsen, who co-owns Four 
and Twenty Blackbirds with her 
sister Melissa.

Elsen worked in a nearby art stu-
dio for four years before she was 
inspired to open a shop with her 
longtime baking partner, and says 
the emptiness of the canal-side av-
enue made it the perfect place to 
set sail.

“Gowanus was ripe for change 
because it’s a lot of post-industrial 
empty buildings that would really 
benefit from being cleaned up,” 
she said.

Canal district pioneers say they 
are merging seamlessly with main-
stays like the old-school Italian joint 
Two Toms, famous for their giant 
pork chops, and Canal Bar, a classic 
dive with cheap drinks and friendly 
bartenders. Albert says the Shuffle-
board Club was welcomed by the 
old-timers with open arms.

“It feels like we’re part of a neigh-
borhood,” she said. “It doesn’t feel 
like we just popped up and there 
was no history or life here before. 
We’re not pushing stuff out, it’s all 
one thing together.”

Sisters Emily and Melissa Elsen were among the first to lay down roots on Gowanus’ Third Av-
enue, kicking off a wave of small businesses and start-ups who came to the sprawling area for 
its spacious and affordable real estate.
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See TOWERS  on page 4
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New York Methodist has over 1,000 affiliated physicians. These experienced 
doctors, many trained at the world’s most prestigious universities and 

medical centers, represent just about every medical specialty you might need. 
They provide the kind of exceptional treatment that makes New York Methodist 
Brooklyn’s finest hospital.

EXCEPT IONAL

Helping Brooklyn Thrive
PHYSICIAN REFERRAL SERVICE 

718-499-CARE  •  NYM.ORG 

The Cyclones were in 
first place in the Mc-
Namara Division fol-

lowing Monday’s 7–6 come-
back win at Lowell despite 
a struggling offense, a half 
game ahead of the Staten Is-
land Yankees, the Evil Em-
pire of the New York-Penn 
League, at the halfway point 
of the season.

But it doesn’t have to be 
so close, because Brooklyn 
has lost its share of strange 
games.

There was the game against 
the hated Baby Bombers 
where Carlos Valdez balked 
in the winning run while at-
tempting to intentionally walk 
a Yankee. 

Then there was the loss 
in Hudson Valley where it 
looked like the Cyclones 
turned a 9–2 double play to 
get out of the 10th inning, but 
the home plate umpire ruled 
that Brandon Brosher had il-
legally blocked the plate. It 
was the first game in New 
York–Penn League history 
to end in that fashion.

Then Batavia won the rub-
ber match of a three-game se-
ries in Brooklyn with the only 
run in a 1–0 game scored on a 
passed ball by Brosher.

It isn’t all bad, though. 
The Cyclones have won six 
games in which the offense 
was held to five hits or fewer 
— and manager Tom Gamboa 
hasn’t missed the most im-
portant part of the Cyclones 
winning ways. 

“From day one to now, 
pitching is what it’s about,” 
said Gamboa after Brook-
lyn’s 3–1 win over Batavia 
last Friday.

Gamboa was joking be-
fore the series began with 
his friend Angel Espada, 
the Batavia manager.

“This’ll be an interesting 
series because your team is 
leading the league in hitting 
and we’re at the very bottom, 
but we’re at the top in pitch-
ing and your team’s at the 

Measuring up Cyclones!

HOME IS WHERE THE MUTT IS: Jennifer, Zonia, 
and Johnson Fuentes adopted this chihuahua mix, 
Cece, at the Cyclones’ adoption event on Aug. 3.
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bottom.”
The Cyclones skipper 

wasn’t laughing after Bata-
via, last-place in the Pinck-
ney Division, took two out of 
three from Brooklyn. 

Brooklyn was shutout on 
two hits in the final game of 
the series, a 1–0 loss. The 
team did bounce back the 
next night with a 7–6 come 
-from-behind victory against 
Lowell. 

The players, coaches and 
fans must wonder how well 

the team could play in the sec-
ond half of the season if the 
bats are even just a little bet-
ter. With a multitude of sub-
.200 hitters, the Clones’ team 
batting average is in the bot-
tom five of all of all of mi-
nor league baseball.

“It’s discouraging because 
I think the coaches and I be-
lieve that the guys are capa-
ble of hitting better than what 
they’ve done,” Gamboa said 
last week. “But the statistics 
don’t lie. We’re arguably the 

worst-hitting team in all of 
professional baseball.”

Still, there are some good 
signs from the offense. The 
team has hit 21 homers in the 
first 42 games, after hitting 
21 during the entire 2014 
season.

Jeff Diehl leads the team 
with four homers, as his pa-
tience at the plate is paying 
off. Diehl walked only four 
times last season but has al-
ready drawn 18 walks this 
year.

David Thompson is sec-
ond on the team with 15 runs 
batted in, despite missing the 
first week of the season. The 
fourth-round draft pick, who 
was a power threat with the 
Miami Hurricanes, hit his 
second homer of the season 
last Saturday.

“To hit a home run any-
where is super hard,” Thomp-
son said after his dinger 
against Batavia. “You just 
have to get a good pitch to 
hit and put a good swing on 
it and today I was able to do 
that. But definitely with the 
wood bats, it’s a lot harder 
than with aluminum.”

Vinny Siena is hitting 
above .300 and is tied for 
the team lead with six sto-
len bases. Tucker Tharp also 
has six stolen bases and added 
his first two homers as a pro-
fessional.

Brandon Brosher has 14 
runs batted in, although 10 of 
them came on three swings. 
A grand slam, three-run 
homer, and three-run dou-
ble accounted for most of 
the damage.

Alex Palsha may be the 
team’s most valuable player 
with a league-high 10 saves, 
although tremendous relief 
from Corey Taylor, Craig 
Missigman and P.J. Conlon 
made those saves possible.

Gaby Almonte, who al-
ways seems to find a way 
to work out of jams, has a 
team-high five wins. South-
paw Kevin Canelon has four 
wins.

Can the Cyclones hold on 
without stellar hitting? Will 
the pitching hold up? Can the 
Clones hold back the hated 
Yankees?

Half way down, half way 
to go, and we’re looking at it 
like the glass is half full.

WORLD RECORD: FDNY Commisioner Daniel Ni-
gro and 149 others throw out the first pitch at MCU 
Park on July 31, in hopes of setting a Guinness 
World Record.
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By David Russell

Diamond
Dave’s
Cyclones Report
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By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

An itinerant piece of Red 
Hook history finally has 
a home after a decade of 
choppy seas.

The 77-year-old ship Mary 
A. Whalen — an oil tanker-
turned-floating-education-
space that once ferried fuel 
from Brooklyn to Maine — 
has been anchored next to the 
cruise terminal in Red Hook 
after owners signed a three-
year lease for a berth at Pier 11, 
where it can soon be opened 
to regular tours for the first 
time in five years.

Waterfront education group 
PortSide New York has oper-
ated the boat as a pop-up mu-
seum and educational space for 
a decade, all the while looking 
for a permanent place to moor 
the boat. The nearby Red Hook 
Container Terminal previously 
housed the ship, but PortSide 
couldn’t regularly host public 
and educational programming 
because of strict safety guide-
lines in the Terminal, hurting 
the group’s ability to earn grants 
that fund its operation and boat 
maintenance. Unmoored from 
the Terminal, PortSide can start 
reeling in money to fix up the 
boat and provide more program-
ming, a director with the orga-
nization said.

“Raising funds was diffi-
cult when we were locked up 
in the [container terminal] but 
now that we’re here we’re look-
ing forward to smooth sailing 
in that direction,” said John 
Weaver, a member of the boat’s 
board of directors and Sheep-
shead Bay resident whose fa-
ther-in-law, Alf Dyrland, was 
the ship’s captain from 1958 

Re-berth in Red Hook
Historic boat museum gets second shot at new home

until 1978.
Moving from the terminal 

to Pier 11 will help restorers 
gussy up the septuagenarian 
seacraft at a faster clip, accord-
ing a PortSide honcho.

“While we were in the con-
tainer port [workers] couldn’t 
come on in big groups to work, 
so we were taking parts off the 
boat and sending them out,” 
said founder and president 
Carolina Salguero.

Salguero bought the historic 
tanker in the mid-aughts and 
spent $125,000 fixing it up. Port-
Side began talks with the city’s 
Economic Development Corpo-

ration in 2009 to  park the boat at 
Pier 11 , but the plan went over-
board years later when the com-
mission  decided to cede con-
trol of the pier and two others 
in Brooklyn to current opera-
tor Dock NYC , Salguero said. 
The Terminal has housed the 
Whalen since, she said.

The boat sustained 
$342,000 riding out Hurricane 
Sandy — and PortSide got a 
nod from the White House for 
its role in  aiding refugees af-
ter the disaster . 

Now Salguero and crew are 
throwing the boat an open-house 
and slip-warming party called 

PortSide Open Weekend — a 
Flamenco duo from Switzerland 
is on deck for Friday night, and 
the public can tour the ship on 
Saturday and Sunday.

It will be the public’s first 
opportunity in two years — 
and last chance for the next few 
months — to get onto the his-
toric boat, Salguero said.

“PortSide Open Week-
end” at the Mary A. Whalen 
tanker on Pier 11 (entrance 
at Conover and Pioneer 
streets in Red Hook, ports-
idenewyork.com). Friday at 
8 pm. Saturday and Sunday 
noon–10 pm.

Members of PortSide New York can work en masse to spiff up the historic Mary 
A. Whalen tanker now that it’s sailed from its old home in the Red Hook Con-
tainer Terminal, where safety rules prevented crews of more than five people 
from working on the boat at a time.
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By Eric Faynberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Come see the Cosmos 
where the Cyclones play.

Pro-soccer team the New 
York Cosmos will play a semi-
final playoff game at MCU Park 
on Nov. 7, according to Bor-

ough President Adams, who 
was joined by representatives 
from the stadium and the team at 
Borough Hall on July 30. 

“ ‘The Beautiful Game’ has 
a beautiful future in our bor-
ough, and engaging our young 
athletes in this great sport is 
important to building healthy 

bodies and minds with a love 
of teamwork and good sports-
manship,” said Adams.

The Cosmos finished first 
during the North American 
Soccer League’s Spring sea-
son, earning the right to host 
a playoff game this fall. 

The team already played 

one game at MCU — a shutout 
victory over the Ottawa Fury, 
one of the league’s best. 

New York Cosmos play-
off game at MCU Park (1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th Street 
in Coney Island, www.ny-
cosmos.com) Nov. 7 at 2 
pm. $15 and up.

Pro soccer coming to Coney

Dentistry is an art, says 
Dr. Keith Heller of Metropoli-
tan Dental Arts. He is a skilled 
doctor, providing general and 
specialty treatments so that 
patients will always have pic-
ture-perfect smiles. The prac-
tice recently celebrated its 
grand opening, designed to of-
fer state-of-the-art quality ser-
vice to people of all ages. 

“We provide the highest 
level of care, and employ only 
the best-proven techniques in 
a comfortable and convenient 
setting,” says the doctor. 

He also takes pride that, 
“We are a metal-free dental 
practice. We use only the high-
est-quality materials, with ce-
ramic and plastic compounds 
that mimic the appearance of 
natural teeth.”

If your smile could use a 
makeover, modern dentistry 
offers a range of treatments, 
and Dr. Heller is focused on 
providing them. Gone are the 
metal braces of yesterday, 
with their brackets and wires. 
If your teeth need straighten-
ing today, Invisalign is the 
way to go. The smooth align-
ers will gradually shift teeth 
in place, all in a very discreet 
manner, so that many people 
won’t even notice you are 
wearing them. 

There are other cosmetic 
treatments that will improve 
appearances, too. Bonding 
can fix chipped, crooked or 
discolored teeth. Crowns can 
be utilized when teeth are bro-
ken or worn away by decay. 
Veneers — thin shells made 
from tooth-colored material 
— are designed to cover the 

front of your teeth, instantly 
improving the way they look. 
Dr. Heller can craft porcelain 
veneers so that no one will be 
able to tell the difference be-
tween them and your natural 
teeth.

If you’ve lost a tooth, an 
implant can be placed into the 
jaw that will look and function 
just like a real tooth. 

“Dental implants have 
changed the way people live,” 
says the doctor. “They can 
now reclaim their ability to 
eat and smile as usual.”

The practice employs the 
most advanced digital X-ray 
technology, including a three-
dimensional guided implant 
placement machine. These ad-
vanced images provide clearer 
dental photos, save time, and 
expose patients to less radia-
tion than traditional X-ray 
technology, says the doctor.

Educating patients about 
oral hygiene is a priority. A hy-

gienist is on staff, and all em-
ployees can answer questions, 
putting everyone at ease. 

“We believe that informed 
patients are better prepared 
to make decisions regarding 
their oral health and well-
being,” says the doctor, who 
graduated from the University 
of Michigan with a bachelor’s 
degree in biology. 

He went on to attend New 
York University College of 
Dentistry, graduating with 
honors, and finished his gen-
eral practice residency at New 
York Methodist hospital. He 
was accepted to be a chief resi-
dent there, and completed ad-
vanced prosthodontics cases, 
becoming proficient in im-
plant dentistry. He is now on 
staff as Attending Physician 
where he practices general, 
cosmetic, and implant den-
tistry.

Dr. Heller is attracted to 
the Williamsburg community 
because the neighborhood has 
many young professionals, 
just like him. It’s why he not 
only has practice there, but 
lives there, too.  

The office accepts most in-
surance plans, but if you don’t 
have your own plan, Metropol-
itan Dental Arts can offer you 
one. For $400 per year, you’ll 
get two cleaning, two exams, 
necessary X-rays, and 20 per-
cent off dental work.

Metropolitan Dental Arts 
[380 Union Ave. at Powers Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 302–0380, 
www.MetropolitanDentalArts.
com]. Open Mondays, 9 am–8 
pm; Wednesdays, 9 am–2 pm; 
Fridays, 9 am–5 pm; and Satur-
days, 10 am–5 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Metropolitan Dental Arts has  
a treatment for all of your needs
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by transparency rules like a 
public city agency would be, 
and opponents have long ques-
tioned whether all of the de-
velopment project in the park 
are necessary for its finan-
cial stability. 

Park officials might be 
able to keep the space run-
ning without the two new 
towers, but are reasonably 
playing it safe by generating 
slightly more than the bare 
minimum, according to a re-
port by an independent ana-
lyst that the Corporation  re-
leased on Thursday .

“If BBP were only respon-
sible for covering operating, 
maintenance and capital costs, 
it could feasibly do so with the 
forecasted revenue stream that 
does not include Pier 6,” said 
Barbara Byrne Denham, an 
economist who focuses on real 
estate development. “Given 

the Park’s complex cost struc-
ture that includes steep mari-
time expenses, as well as the 
challenges associated with 
forecasting economic con-
ditions over a fifty year ho-
rizon in a borough and city 
that has endured higher than 
average market vicissitudes, 
BBP’s conservative approach 
to managing its finances is not 
only appropriate but neces-
sary given the high level of 
risk that it faces.”

As the hearing steamed 
past its scheduled end time 
of 9 pm with no end in sight, 
it was clear on Thursday that 
anti-development activists 
simply do not want a pair of 
new residential towers in their 
front yard.

“Why does it have to be 
in Brooklyn Heights,” yelled 
one woman. “Why not build 
it in Williamsburg?”

Continued from page 1

TOWERS...

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Awnings

Estimate &
Consultation

Awnings, Gates, Doors, Fences, Rails, & Window Guards

c.brooklyn stainless steel supply inc.
NYC DCA License # 2025340

$50 OFF
$500+ purchase

 

Cannot be combined with other offers.

Doesn’t apply to prior sales

Do You Know That Regular Mattresses
Contain Known Carcinogens? 

Our mattresses are made with organic  cotton, wool & all-natural latex. 
No PBDEs. No Petrochemicals.

Brooklyn Heights | 718.237.1092
145 Montague Street

Manhattan | 212.889.1091 
230 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1807, 18th Floor

www.thecleanbedroom.com

NOW OPEN IN 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

You know those giant 
things in Red Hook that 
say “The Port of New York 
Authority?”

Yeah, you’re not allowed 
to go into those.

A man who was con-
victed of sneaking into 
the perennially trespassed-
upon Red Hook grain ter-
minal will spend 10 days 
in the clink for his indiscre-
tions — and the owner of 
the warehouse is ecstatic the 
city is finally doing some-
thing about a problem he 
says he can’t control. 

“I was surprised that the 
punishment was so severe, 
but we’re happy because 
we’ve been trying to get 
stronger decisions against 
people who keep trespass-
ing,” said John Quadrozzi, 
Jr., who once erected a se-
curity wall around the site to 
fend off encroaching explor-
ers before the city forced him 
to tear it down in 2008, ar-
guing it obstructed the pub-
lic’s view Gowanus Bay. 
“But it’s also a contradic-
tion — we’re arresting peo-
ple for trespassing but we’re 
basically rolling out the red 
carpet for them by not hav-
ing the fence.”

The jail time is a first — 
trespassers typically just get 
a ticket, claims Quadrozzi, 

Keep out — or else!
Hook terminal trespasser gets hard time POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A pair of menacing “show-
time” dancers robbed a 
man on a train stopping at 
DeKalb Avenue on July 27, 
cops said.

The confrontation began at 
4:25 pm when the performers 
forced their victim to move 
and make room for their ac-
robatic antics, according to 
a report. The man complied, 
but when he pulled out his 
cellphone to film the dancers, 

things got ugly, cops said.
One of the delinquents 

came up to the man, telling 
him “I like your phone,” and 
snatching the Samsung Gal-
axy S5 from his hand, cops 
said. When the straphanger 
tried to retrieve it, the dancer 
said, “It’s over for you. I will 
end you,” according to a re-
port. The other, still holding 
the phone, slapped the strap-
hanger, telling him, “When 
this train stops you are not 
good,” cops said.

The young robbers, both 
estimated to be about 18 years 
old, fled the train when it en-

tered the stop Downtown, 
cops said.

Audi-os, amigo
A car thief scooted off with 

a late-model Audi from Ad-
ams Street sometime between 
July 24 and 27, according to 
police.

The owner parked her blue 
2015 Audi A3 between John-
son and Tillary streets at 8 am 
on July 24, but when she re-
turned at 8 pm on July 27, the 
car was gone, cops said.

Yoink!
A trio of phone snatch-

ers grabbed a phone from 
a woman as she sat on a 
Manhattan-bound train at 
a DeKalb Avenue station on 
July 29, cops said.

The woman was playing a 
videogame on her iPhone 6 
at 1 am and sitting near the 
open train doors when three 
unknown men walked up the 
platform and one reached into 
the train, grabbed her phone, 
and dashed off with his ac-
complices, according to a re-
port.

Pricked
A madman pricked a man 

with a needle outside a Jay 
Street hotel on July 27, ac-
cording to police.

The victim was on the side-
walk between Willoughby 
and Johnson streets at 6:45 
pm when a maniac ran up and 
stuck him with a needle, draw-
ing blood, according to a re-
port. The victim got himself 
to Woodhull Hospital, where 
doctors treated him for the 
puncture, cops said.

Snip, snip
A lush worker ripped off a 

sleepy straphanger at Smith 
Street on July 25, stealing cash 
and a cellphone, according 
to cops.

The victim stumbled 
down to the F and G stop 
near Ninth Avenue at 3:30 
am and promptly fell asleep, 
but when he awoke, he real-
ized that some knave had cut 
his pockets and swiped $162 
in cash and his cellphone, ac-
cording to a report.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

E-robbed
A robber wrested a man’s 

e-reader away during a skir-
mish at the Atlantic Avenue 
train station on July 30, ac-
cording to police.

The brute approached his 
victim on a Manhattan-bound 
Q platform at the station near 
Barclays Center at 2 pm and 
tried to snatch the Kindle 
Note tablet out of the be-
spectacled man’s hands, cops 
said. When the straphanger 
fought back, his tormentor 
lashed out and knocked the 
man’s specs to the ground, 
damaging them, according 
to a report.

After a struggle, the rob-
ber wrested the reading de-
vice from his victim’s hands 
and dashed onto a Manhat-
tan-bound Q train right be-
fore it pulled out of the sta-
tion, a report said.

Bloody
Cops arrested a Downing 

Street man on July 27 after 
he slashed his neighbor with 
a box-cutter in a dispute over 
a paint job, according to a re-
port.

A verbal dispute between 
the two residents of between 
Gates and Putnam avenues 
turned violent at 10:15 am 
when one of the guys flipped 
out, pulled a box-cutter, and 
slashed his neighbor numer-
ous times with the blade, cops 
said.

Police cuffed the aggres-
sor about half an hour later 
at his home down the street, 
according to a report.

Some friend
A madman slashed a pal 

in the face in an argument on 
Washington Avenue on Aug. 
1, according to police.

The maniac and his friend 
got into a verbal tiff between 
Gates and Greene avenues at 
4 am, when the swashbuckler 
pulled an unkown sharp ob-
ject from his bag and slashed 
his friend in the face, open-
ing a large gash across her 
head and taking off running, 
cops said.

The victim managed to get 
herself to Brooklyn Hospital 
Center, where doctors man-
aged to sew her up with 16 
stitches, according to a re-
port.

Bad Samaritan 
Some lout ripped off a 

woman after she fainted on 
Classon Avenue on July 30, 
according to a report.

The victim fainted at 8:30 
pm near Fulton Street, and 
when she came to she real-
ized her wallet was gone, po-
lice said. 

The robber swiped some 
credit cards and the woman 
reported about $70 in fraud-
ulent transactions on them, 
according to a report.

— Noah Hurowitz

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Jewel thief
A dirty crook nabbed a 

jewelry box and its fortune’s 
worth of baubles from a First 
Street home sometime be-
tween July 19 and 22, while 
the owner was out of town.

The victim said she went 
out of town on July 19 and 
came back to her apartment 
near Prospect Park West on 
July 22 at 9:30 am to find her 
jewelry box missing along 
with a large sum of gem-
stones. 

She told cops that the 
fire department responded 
to a smoke condition at her 
home on July 20, letting sev-
eral neighbors came into her 
apartment, but that a neigh-
bor had locked the door af-
terwards and she believes 
the scamp came in through 
the roof. 

Sneaker sneak
A sneak asked for sneaker 

assistance at a Fifth Avenue 
shoe store on July 20 — be-
fore running off with some 
pricey athletic gear.

Cops say the thief came 
into the shoe store near 14th 
Street at around 1:30 pm and 
asked for help finding a pair of 
sneakers, but when the man-
ager went to grab a pair, the 
runaway perp grabbed a shirt 
and some shorts and fled to-
ward Fourth Avenue. 

Hospital goon
Some goon snatched a hos-

pital worker’s purse from the 
staff room at a Sixth Street 
hospital last month, then 
wrote himself a fat check 
for more than $2,000 with 
the stolen checkbook. 

The victim told cops she 
left her purse in the staff room 
at the hospital between Sev-
enth and Eighth Avenues and 
returned to find it missing 
sometime in late June. 

She did not report the crime 
until she noticed on July 20 
that the slimy scamp filled 
out a blank check for $2,500 
and cashed out at her expense, 
said cops. 
 — Allegra Hobbs

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

What a tool
A lug head stole tools 

and gardening equipment 
from a Bay Ridge Avenue 
home sometime overnight 
on July 28. 

The guy crept in the back 
door of the home between 13th 
and 14th avenues in Dyker 
Heights sometime between 
5:30 pm and 9 am the next 
day, police said. He took gar-
dening shears, work gloves, 
and a screwdriver, a police 
report states.

Wall smasher
A brute broke through the 

wall of a Fourth Avenue busi-
ness on July 29, but he didn’t 
steal anything afterward. 

The intruder tore down the 
wall of the store near 87th 
Street in Bay Ridge at 10:20 
pm, but left the merchandise 
intact, police said.

Ripped off
A compulsive collector 

stole a handmade antique 
from a Third Avenue store 
on July 31. 

The guy took it from the 
store between 90th and 91st 
streets in Bay Ridge at 3:15 
pm, officials said. The col-
lectible was worth $1,083, 
police said.

Phone filcher
A lout lifted a woman’s iP-

hone on the corner of Eighth 
Avenue and 65th Street in 

Sunset Park on Aug. 8. 
The goon ran up behind 

her at 5:15 pm, snatched the 
mobile device, and fled, po-
lice said. — Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Wannabe
A armed scofflaw threat-

ened a Greenpoint man with 
a knife on Nassau Avenue on 
July 27 before fleeing with-
out any ill-gotten gains, po-
lice say.

The blade wielding wan-
nabe bandit approached the 
victim near Lorimer Street 
around 5 am and barked, “give 
me your money.” The stub-
born victim refused to com-
ply, at which point the thief 
fled the scene, according to 
the cops. 

The victim then alerted 
someone in a nearby deli, 
who informed the police. 

Police report that victim 
was uncooperative though, 
and refused to provide any 
more details. 

Rob-by
Three thieves robbed a man 

on N. Fifth Street on July 28 
after pulling up in a red Mus-
tang, according to cops.

The victim told the po-
lice he was near Driggs Av-
enue at 11 am when the mus-
cle car pulled up alongside 
him and three ruffians ex-
ited and pinned him to a wall 
by his neck.  

One of the louts threat-
ened the man with a razor 
blade and told him to “run 
your pockets,” according to 
the police.  

The thieves made away 
with the man’s cellphone 
and jewelry, with two of them 
taking in the car and one on 
foot, the victim told police. 
The car was later recovered 
by the police. 

Of life and limb
Two marauders attacked 

a man with a tree limb on 
Monitor Street on Aug. 1, 

police say. 
The victim told police that 

he was near Norman Avenue 
around 7:45 pm when two men 
approached him and one blud-
geoned him with a broken tree 
branch. 

Once the victim fell to 
the ground, the goons pro-
ceeded to kick and beat him, 
and then fled the scene in a 
Chevy Malibu, according to 
the cops. 

A rough night
A cad lifted a woman’s 

cellphone and credit card near 
Jackson Avenue in the early 
morning of July 25 — after 
the victim had a night out 
with her friend, cops say.

The victim told police that 
despite not drinking heavily 
that night, she blacked out 
while inside a nightclub with 
her friend. 

The victim entrusted her 
purse to her friend while im-
paired, and the friend was in 
possession of it at the time 
of the theft, the victim stated 
to the cops. 

The victim realized her 
items were missing around 
4 am, after coming out of 
her blackout in a taxi with 
an unknown man, who she 
fled from upon coming to, 
according to a report.  

Evil prevails
A sticky-fingered patron 

stole a woman’s cash and 
credit cards out of her purse 
at a N. Fith Street bar on July 
30, cops say.

The victim told police she 
had realized that she had be 
taken for a ride when she went 
to pay her tab at the watering 
hole near Berry Street. 

According to a police re-
port, the bartender saw some-
one reach into the victim’s 
purse at some point in the 
night, but was not sure if he 
saw anyone take anything. 

Police say the victim’s 
credit card was later used at 
an establishment on S. Second 
Street later that evening.

— Harry MacCormack

Dancers take man’s phone

who is no stranger to finding 
strange people on his land.

“We catch people here 
almost on a weekly ba-
sis,” he said. “Recently we 
spent three hours trying to 
get some people to come out 
of a building, and, in the mid-
dle of apprehending them, 
we caught two more people 
coming in.”

Quadrozzi erected an 18-
foot wall around the site in 
2006, but the city sued and 
 a judge ordered him to tear 
it down  in 2008. He ap-
pealed but eventually gave 
in,  dismantling the barrier 
in 2010 . 

The guy who got jail time 
is one of four people who 
snuck on to the site, which 
is home to Brooklyn’s last 

remaining  grain elevator , 
just after midnight on July 
4, according to court doc-
uments.

His attorney did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

Much of the rock salt 
that the city imports to de-
ice streets in the winter 
passes through the termi-
nal, but it’s also a destina-
tion for amateur photog-
raphers and thrill-seekers, 
Quadrozzi said.

“People climb on top of 
the 120-foot-high grain el-
evator and they’re skate-
boarding up there,” he said. 
“We’ve caught people bun-
gee jumping. It’s a tremen-
dous liability, and it’s a con-
stant.”

John Quadrozzi constructed this wall to deter 
trespassers, but the city removed it in 2008.
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Spanish blend
This Mexican musician found his muse in 

Brooklyn. 
A Mexican-born musican who mixes tradi-

tional Spanish-language folk music with Irish 
punk and Balkan bal-
lads will play songs from 
his new album at Park 
Slope music spot Barbés 
on Aug. 8.  Rana Santa-
cruz  says that the range 
of influences on his lat-
est album, “Por Ahi,” is 
the product of its incuba-
tion in Brooklyn.

“You see this combi-
nation of cultures everywhere in Brooklyn,” said 
Santacruz, “you get influence whether you want 
it or not.”

Santacruz moved to Brooklyn in 2002, and 
found that influence mostly at local bars and 
music spots, notably Barbés, Americana mu-
sic mecca the Jalopy Theater in Carroll Gar-
dens, and legendary bluegrass bar Sunny’s in 
Red Hook. Santacruz says the eclectic influ-
ences on his music is something that could not 
have happened anywhere else.

“When I was in Mexico there was not a cul-
ture to go see unknown music,” said Santacruz. 
“It was something I really enjoyed about mov-
ing to Brooklyn. I think we are spoiled by all 
the great music available all the time.”

The songs on “Por Ahi” cover personal and 
political topics, but even the heaviest subjects are 
delivered with a certain jauntiness that keeps the 
album light at heart. Santacruz says that tone is 
an inherent part of his approach to music. 

“Regardless of the idea, it’s very important 
for me to find my own way of getting the mes-
sage across,” he said. 

Santacruz’s devil-may-care attitude shines 
throughout the album. He pokes fun at corrup-
tion in Mexican politics on the song “El Chapu-
lin,” and describing ripping off Saint Peter in his 
Irish rebel song by-way-of-Mexico City “Deseos 
De Un Hombre Muerto.” The songs contain an 
optimistic agression, and Santacruz really wants 
that feeling to reach his audience. 

“I wanted to make it feel like a punch to the 
face,” he said.

Rana Santacruz at Barbés [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(347) 422–0248, www.barbesbrooklyn.com] 
Aug. 8 at 10 pm. $10 suggested donation. 
 — Harry MacCormack

M U S I C

Community’s pick: “My Happiness Bears No 
Relation to Happiness” by Adina Hoffman

This book, subtitled “A Poet’s Life in the Pal-
estinian Century” takes up the life and work of 
the late Palestinian poet Taha Muhammad Ali, a 
writer of great force and 
originality. Weaving his-
tory, biography, memory, 
and poetry together into a 
remarkable study, Adina 
Hoffman’s book bring a 
familiar conflict to life, 
arguing that “the per-
sonal is political” should 
be the ethical axiom of 
the twenty-first century. 
If any road map to peace 
is to be made, then its first 
traces are to be found in 
these pages of love and humanism.

— Sam Jaffe Goldstein, Community Book-
store [43 Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street 
and Garfield Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–
3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick: “Magonia” by Maria Dah-
vana Headley

Just when you think putting birds on things 
is over, along comes a young adult fantasy that 
shows how wrong you are. Aza Ray Boyle suffers 
from a mysterious illness that makes breathing 
— just plain old breathing — incredibly diffi-

cult. Her best friend, Ja-
son, seems about to be-
come more than just a 
friend when everything 
goes sideways: Aza starts 
seeing ships in the sky, 
birds get real weird, and 
Aza’s illness takes a sharp 
turn for the worse. When 
she wakes up after an am-
bulance ride, she’s no lon-
ger at home, no longer 
struggling to breathe  — 

and no longer the person she thought she was. 
Headley’s writing soars along with her plot, split-
ting the difference between dreamy and adven-
turous while always painting a wonderfully vivid 
picture of a world above the clouds. Can I have 
a sequel, like, yesterday?

— Molly Templeton, Word [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight’s pick: “Kitchens of the Great 
Midwest” by J. Ryan Stradal

In the story of Midwestern chef savant Eva Thor-
vald and the people – and foods – that touch her 
life, Stradel has created a 
picture of the American 
foodie revolution of the 
past 25 years, and how it 
intersects with class, eco-
nomics, family, and cul-
ture. Along with irresist-
ible characters and stories, 
this is a novel about the po-
tential for food and cook-
ing to lead to joy and em-
powerment, snobbery and 
shame, and identity and 
reinvention. Beautifully 
structured, affectionately and hilariously written, 
brilliantly subtexted, this is a novel that — like 
Thorvald’s exclusive pop-up restaurant The Dinner 
— everyone is going to be talking about.

— Jessica Stockton Bagnulo, Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

By Eric Faynberg
The Brooklyn Paper

T
he truth is up there.

A new art installation at MetroTech 
creates a moment of truth every 45 feet. 

The exhibit, “The Truth Is I See You” fea-
tures comic book-style word balloons and 
thought bubbles hanging from light poles 
around the plaza, each presenting a dif-
ferent “truth” for passers-by to consider. 
The word balloons, on display until June 
of 2016, feature phrases like “The truth 
is I know you,” and “The truth is I love 
you,” printed in English on one side, and 
in one of Brooklyn’s 22 most-spoken for-
eign languages on the other.

The Brooklyn artist behind the project 
hopes it will lead people to learn about 
each other’s cultures.

“It’s a great opportunity to learn more 
about other people’s perspectives and 
truths,” said Hank Willis Thomas. “It’s 
a chance to think differently about how 
you navigate the world around you and 
understand that multiple truths exist on 
the same plane.”

A placard under each balloon offers a 
phonetic transcription, so English speakers 
can attempt the foreign-language phrase. 
Thomas hopes the language-spanning truth 
bubbles inspire people to learn more phrases 
from other languages.

The truthiness experiment resonates with 
some MetroTech patrons, especially those 
who can read both sides of the word bal-
loons. A Polish-born Flatbush resident sit-
ting beneath the English and Polish bal-
loon “The truth is I balance you,” said the 
artist’s attempt to reach across cultures 
resonated with him.

“It makes sense,” said Lukasz Grygiel. “I 
wasn’t born here so I can relate to that.”

Another plaza visitor picked up on the 
installation’s message from the start, and of-
fered his own thought-provoking truth.

“I figured it was an artist trying to prove 
a point about culture,” said Michael Lam-
bert. “My message would be that the truth 
is gray.”

Not everyone in the plaza knew what 
to make of the bubbles, however.

“I was just trying to figure out what this 
was about when I sat down,” Charlotte Mc-
Sweeney said. “I really have no idea.”

The installation also has three other com-
ponents: two large benches in the shape of 
word balloons; a “sign tree” with a collec-
tion of truth bubbles, and a video record-
ing project called the “Truth Booth.” The 
inflatable booth (also in shape of a word 
bubble), invites truth-tellers to step inside 
and record their own “The truth is…” state-
ment. The booth, part of a multi-year proj-
ect called “In Search Of The Truth,” has 

traveled across the United States and to 
Afghanistan, Ireland, and South Africa, 
recording more than 5,000 truths along 
the way. It will stop for only a moment of 
truth in Brooklyn, however, with appear-

ances on MetroTech Commons on Aug. 
4 and Oct. 15, and at Atlantic Terminal 
Plaza on Sept. 26.

“The Truth is I See You” at MetroTech  
(MetroTech Center 1, between Jay Street 

and Flatbush Avenue Downtown) on 
display until June 2016. The Truth Booth 
[www.insearchofthetruth.net]. Oct. 15 at 
MetroTech, and Sept. 26 at Atlantic Termi-
nal Plaza, noon–8 pm. Free.

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a shoebox photo shoot!

A pair of Brooklyn photographers 
who take whimsical pictures of tiny 

toys will show off their surreal art at a 
pre-party for the Brooklyn Comedy Fes-
tival on Aug. 13. The photos of miniature 
figurines betray a painstaking attention 
to detail, but they are still fun to make, 
according to one of the artists.

“It feels like play in a lot of ways,” 
said Chelsea Cates, of Crown Heights, 
one half of the photo duo known as C+C 
Mini Factory. “A lot of the process is just 
like ‘Oh, this would be funny, or it would 
be really great if we did this.’ ”

Cates and her friend Quinn Corbin 
began the project several years ago 
as a creative outlet apart from their 
day jobs at an arts organization and a 

theater, respectively. In the past year 
the fantastical images have gained 
popularity and begun to appear in 
galleries, including an exhibit in the 
far-off land of San Francisco.

Preparing a shoot usually involves 
taking a few hours to set up a diminu-
tive diorama, said Cates, placing fig-
urines placed beside common materi-
als like construction paper and cotton 
balls, and setting up lighting from an 
Ikea lamp. Cates said that they do 
most shoots in her apartment, but that 
Corbin, who is largely responsible for 
amassing the figurines and often has 
them on hand, will sometimes take 
snapshots on the fly.

Photographing figurines on a shoe-
box-sized set lets the pair shoot big 
ideas on a small budget, and it elim-
inates the hassle of working with hu-
man models. But the figurines are not 

always easy partners, Cates said.
“It’s nice because you have total 

control, although they don’t always 
cooperate as much as you think they 
should,” she said. 

The pair boast a healthy 37,000 
followers on Instagram, built in part 
by patience and hard work but helped 
along by a  coveted spot in the photo-
sharing app’s featured section , which 
exposed their work to hundreds of 
thousands of eyes. The Mini Factory 
also won the 2015 “Shorty” award for 

Best Instagrammer.
Both Cates and Corbin still have 

their day jobs, and though the project 
may not be a breadwinning endeavor 
yet, they got a little money and a lot 
of attention in May for some images 
they made for Starbucks, one featur-
ing a mini-frappucinno beside some 
flying pigs. Turning the Mini Factory 
into a job may be far off at this point, 
but Cates has not ruled it out.

“We’d love it if that could happen,” 
she said. “If it could keep growing that 

would be wonderful. I think we both 
are looking to be more creative.”

Cates and Corbin will display the 
original model of a recent work — a fla-
mingo chilling in a disco-themed life-
guard station — at the Comedy Festival 
pre-party, which will also feature a hand-
ful of other artists and an open bar.

C+C Mini Factory at Cloud City 
(85 North First St. between Wythe 
and Berry streets in Williamsburg, 
bkcomedyfestival.org.) Aug. 13 at 6 
pm. Free.

Truth feller
Honest artist wants exhibit to bridge cultural divides

It’s fun-sized 
photography
Duo shoots mini models

Moments of truth: (Clockwise 
from top) Artist Hank Willis Thomas 
in front of his exhibition. This 
thought bubble says “The truth 
is I need you” in German. Lukasz 
Grygiel, of Flatbush, stands near 
a Polish-language word balloon. 
Michael Lambert believes the truth 
is not just black and white. 
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Yes, this is Mr. Crab: (Left to right) C+C Mini Factory takes close-ups of mini-figurines, like this chatty 
crab, and posts them on Instagram. The photographers spent hours using cloth and paper to create 
scenes like this miniature  mountain goat traversing a snowy landscape.
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
August 8

That is very
gin-teresting
A gin-soaked after-
noon should be enjoy-
able and educational! 
Visit the Herbal Alco-
hol Tour of Gin to 
learn the history of 
Mother’s Ruin, see 
and smell the plants 
that make it — most 
notably juniper berries 
(pictured) — and sam-
ple a cocktail from a 
local gin distillery.

11 am, 1:15 pm, and 3:30 
pm at the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [900 
Washington Ave. near 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7200] 
www.bbg.org]. $13 ($11 
members).

SUNDAY
August 9

Maid 
of magic 
Tonight, magician 
Tanya Solomon will 
produce — as though 
from thin air! — an 
astounding assort-
ment of clowns, 
dancers, rockers, and 
freak show perform-
ers for the neo-
vaudeville show 
“Force Majeure.”

9 pm at the Cobra Club (6 
Wyckoff Ave. between 
Jefferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick, www.
cobraclubbk.com. $10.

TUESDAY
August 11

The art of 
cartography
We can barely imaine 
life without Google 
maps constantly at 
our fingertips. But a 
group of local artists 
went back to the 
benighted time of 
paper maps to create 
artwork for the  
“Mapping Brooklyn” 
exhibit. Check out 
the show, and hear 
the artists discuss 
mixing old maps with 
contemporary art.

6:30 pm at the Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111, 
www.brooklynhistory.org]. 
Free.

WEDNESDAY
August 12

He’s rolling 
into town
Is there anyone who 
does not love country 
icon Willie Nelson, 
aside from the Inter-
nal Revenue Service? 
The weed-loving red-
haired stranger, now 
82, is on the road 
again, making music 
with his friends 
tonight at a Cele-
brate Brooklyn show 
in Prospect Park.

7 pm at the Prospect Park 
Bandshell (enter at 
Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
www.bricarts.org). $52.50.

THURSDAY
August 13

The brothers 
Grossman
Clinton Hill author Lev 
Grossman, of “The 
Magicians” trilogy, will 
chat with his twin 
brother, Austin Gross-
man, who has a new 
book about former 
president (and secret 
wizard) Richard Nixon. 
The siblings will dis-
cuss blending magic 
with the real world.

7:30 pm at Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200,  www.greenlight-
bookstore.com ]. Free.
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FRI, AUG. 7
THEATER, “CONNECT THE DOTS”: 

This original play explores how past 
events affect our present behav-
ior. Written by the Brooklyn Youth 
Company, a group of student artists 
aged 10–18. $10. 7 pm. Actors Fund 
Arts Center [160 Schermerhorn St. 
between Smith and Hoyt streets 
Downtown, (347) 204–2125]. 

THEATER, “SALOME”: Inspired loosely 
by the Oscar Wilde play, the Rite of 
Spring, and Miley Cyrus, “Salome” 
watches a young girl transform into 
sex symbol. $15. 8 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Fulton Street 
and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org.

MUSIC, LUFF, ALL FORCES, RENI 
LANE: $7. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, PORTSIDE OPEN WEEKEND 
— FLAMENCO JAZZ CONCERT: 
Two Swiss musicians combine fl a-
menco, chamber music, and jazz on 
board the Mary A. Whalen tanker 
ship. Sponsored by Pioneer Works. 
Free. 8 pm. Atlantic Basin [Clinton 
Wharf at Bowne Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–3001], pioneerworks.org. 

MUSIC, DELMARK GOLDFARB: The 
Israeli-American bluesman stops at 
Freddy’s Bar on his US tour. free. 
9:00 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 18th streets 
in Greenwood Heights, (718) 768–
0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

MUSIC, BIG LAZY: Big Lazy joins 
Barbes for First Friday jam sessions. 
$10. 10 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. 
at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
965–9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.
com. 

SAT, AUG. 8
DUMBO FAMILY FEST: The free event 

features a puppet musical dance 
adventure, the Hungry March Band, 
and tasty snacks. Sponsored by the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy. 
Free. 11 am–1 pm. (John Street and 
Jay Street in Dumbo), www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, RINALDI FLYING CIRCUS: The 
Rinaldi Flying Circus is an indie blues 
rock band based out of Greensboro, 
North Carolina. $8. 8 pm. Union Hall 

[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

READING, “RAD AMERICAN 
WOMEN”: Author Kate Schatz and 
illustrator Miriam Klein Stahl pres-
ent their new children’s book about 
awesome ladies, in which A is for An-
gela Davis. Free. 11 am. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between 
S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Ave-
nue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200], 
greenlightbookstore.com. 

ART, “SUMMERSCAPES,” “BLACK & 
WHITE”: Brooklyn Waterfront Coali-
tion’s two summer shows: “Sum-
merscapes” comes from the imagi-
nations of 200 local artists, from 
dreamscapes to cityscapes, and 
“Black & White” shows 81 pieces in 
all media in more than 50 shades of 
grey. Free. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn Water-
front Artists Coalition [499 Van Brunt 
St., near Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

CONEY ISLAND HISTORY DAY: Fifth 
annual History Day, celebrating the 
95th anniversary of the Wonder 
Wheel and the 60th anniversary of 
the Spook-A-Rama. Historians and 
guests discuss the history behind 
Brooklyn’s theme park and behind-
the-scene tours of the rides,. Free. 
1–8 pm. Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
[3059 Denos Vourderis Pl. at W. 10th 
St. in Coney Island, (347) 702–8553], 
www.coneyislandhistory.org. 

SUN, AUG. 9
MUSIC, HIP TOT FAMILY DAY: Family 

music group Rolie Polie Guacamole 
and Dog on Fleas featuring Grammy 
Winning Songwriter Dean Jones 
perform a free lakeside concert at 
Prospect Park. Free. 11 am. LeFrak 
Center at Lakeside [171 East Dr. at 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 462–0010], www.lakeside-
brooklyn.com. 

See 9 DAYS on page 7

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

TUE, AUG 11
MUSIC, YES AND TOTO: $45–$95. 

7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 12
MUSIC, MOTLEY CRUE: $39.50–

$149.50. 7 pm.

SUN, AUG 23
SPORTS, WWE SUMMERSLAM: 

$30.50–$530.50. 7:30 pm.

MON, AUG 24
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: $25.50–$130.50. 7:30 
pm.

WED, AUG 26
MUSIC, LEGACY OF HOPE CON-

CERT, WITH ROBIN THICKE 
AND COMMON: $35.50–
$95.50. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

MADONNA

Mötley Crüe in Brööklyn!: Bassist Nikki Sixx and the other 
hard rockers of Mötley Crüe will make you feel good if you 
make it to Bärcläys Cëntër on Aug. 12.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

A 
change is gonna come.

A podcast of transformational 
stories will alter its format for a 

live performance at Pete’s Candy Store 
on Aug. 11, with mixed-media story-
tellers taking to the stage to share the 
moments that changed their lives.

The podcast  “Arrvls”  focuses on 
stories of migration, transformation, 
and unexpected changes, whether that 
means leaving a damaging job or  sur-
viving a plane crash . The details dif-
fer, but each story is about the revela-
tions that happen during a life-altering 
experiences.

“I like to think of it as the most pro-
found moment in our lives,” said cre-
ator and host Jonathan Hirsch. “That 
moment when you find yourself in a 
place you never expected to be that 
totally transforms you.”

“Arrvls” captures those moments 

in interviews and melds them with af-
fecting soundscapes and music. Hirsch 
says he launched the podcast because 
he was fascinated by peoples’ expe-
riences, and by using radio as a sto-
rytelling medium.

“I was interested in telling peo-
ples’ stories and the intimacy of it — 
how you’re whispering something in 
someone’s ear from anywhere in the 
world,” he said.

Now he’s putting the podcast on 
stage, expanding the intimate format 
to make room for dialogue and audi-
ence participation. The event will fea-
ture live storytelling, music, and video 
projections, with all-new stories. It will 
also feature the podcast’s first work 
of fiction — an internal monologue 
of a man who he has a nervous break-
down at a party and starts talking to 
his dead grandfather. The piece, writ-
ten by Hirsch and presented by col-
laborator Brian Garcia, will have an 
immersive aural environment.  

“It’s being alone with your thoughts 
for five minutes,” said Garcia, pro-
ducer of the “Aural Regions” pod-
cast. “You’re hearing all these differ-
ent sounds around you — the party, 
the music — and how that sound-
scape is changing as he’s thinking 
these things.” 

Each story will stay true to the mis-
sion of “Arrvls,” exploring what peo-
ple do when the unexpected barrels 
into their lives.

“You stop looking at what you 
thought things were going to be like 
and you stop expecting things to turn 
out the way you hoped they would, 
and you just do what you need to do,” 
said Hirsch. “Sometimes those mo-
ments are the most wise and insight-
ful in a person’s life.”

“Arrvls Live” at Pete’s Candy Store 
[709 Lorimer St. between Richardson 
and Frost streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–3700, www.petescandys-
tore.com.] Aug. 11 at 7 pm. Free.

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hey ain’t just yodeling 
Dixie.

Scandinavian vocal 
quartet Åkervinda will per-
form traditional Swedish and 
Danish folk tunes at the Beth-
lehem Lutheran Church in Bay 
Ridge on Aug. 10. They sing 
four-part harmonies a capella, 
but this is no barbershop quar-
tet — their haunting tunes are 
populated by mythological fig-
ures and are as dark as a Feb-
ruary afternoon in northern 
Norway, one vocalist said.

“Most of the Nordic folk 
songs are about nature, re-
lationships or superstitions, 
very often with characters that 
reoccur in different contexts 
in various songs,” said Lise 
Kroner. “We are drawn to the 

melancholy of it, and the dra-
matic stories that often are 
song in minor modes.”

The songs are not sung 
in English, but many of the 
themes translate, she said.

“In our repertoire one of the 
common themes is the rela-
tionship between mother and 
child — and songs that deal 
with female matters, such as 
unwanted pregnancies, mov-
ing in to a new family in an 
arranged marriage — but also 
simpler themes as love, long-
ing and lust,” she said.

The singers, who hail from 
Sweden and Denmark, met 
studying jazz in a Swedish 
conservatory, Kroner said.

The four found a shared love 
of folk music and chants, adapt-
ing them and drawing on their 
jazz training to create more 
lush and complex harmonies 

than typically found in Nordic 
folk, she said. And the group 
leaves room for improvisa-
tion. The musical free-styling 
is most associated with jazz, but 
it is common in Scandinavian 
countries, where folks literally 
ad lib tunes until the cows come 
home, Kroner said.

“Improvisation is also used 
in the traditional folk music, 
but as ‘kulning’ — a very 
high-pitched and very loud 
sound used mostly by women 
to call back the cows from the 
mountains,” she said.

The group gets its name 
from a Swedish wildflower 
— in English, the plant goes 
by the less melodious name 
“field bindweed” — known 
for its wide-reaching roots and 
speedy propagation.

The Monday night show, 
organized by Brooklyn’s 

Scandinavian East Coast 
Musuem, will be the first 
time Åkervinda has sown 
the seeds of its music in Bay 
Ridge, which was once home 
to the largest Scandinavian 
population outside of Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark.

The quartet plans to soak 
in some sights while visiting 
the historically rich neighbor-

hood, Kroner said.
“None of us has ever been 

to Bay Ridge before but we 
are very much look forward 
to visit,” Kroner said.

Åkervinda at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church [6999 Fourth 
Ave. at Ovington Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 748–5950, 
www.scandinavian-museum.
org]. Aug. 10 at 7 pm. $15.

MUSIC, THE RAP CONTEST 
PRESENTED BY SELL-
ASSIE: A fast-paced song 
competition for upcoming 
hip-hop artists to showcase 
original material, perform 
live and compete for a cash 
prize. Register to perform 
by calling (310) 363–0355. 
$20. 8 pm. Kings County Sa-
loon [1 Knickerbocker Ave., 
(347) 987–3751], www.king-
scountysaloon.com. 

SUMMER SAFETY: Children 
learn about the rules of the 
road at the Safety Road 
exhibit. Interactive exhib-
its, with a crosswalk, traffi c 
lights and a shopping strip. 
$13 ($10 for seniors). 10 
am. Jewish Children’s Mu-
seum [792 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Kingston Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 907–8833], 
www.jcm.museum. 

PIER KIDS: Sing, dance and 
draw with Dirty Socks Fun 
Time Band and hands-on 
activities for children of all 
ages. Free. 11 am. Pier 6 
[Joralemon St. and Furman 
St. in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 802–0603]. 

PORTSIDE OPEN WEEKEND 
— COMMUNITY PICNIC 
AND POTLUCK: The deck 
of the Mary A. Whalen 
tanker ship will be set with 
tables, and locals are invited 
to bring food and share with 
their neighbors. Sponsored 
by Pioneer Works. Free. 
6–10 pm. Atlantic Basin 
[Clinton Wharf at Bowne 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], pioneerworks.
org. 

MON, AUG. 10
LEO PARTY: Tarot readings, 

fl ower crowns and happy 
hour deals for Leos. Free. 
7–11 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

READING, “SNAKES! GUIL-
LOTINES! ELECTRIC 
CHAIRS!”: BookCourt 
sponsors a talk with Dennis 
Dunaway, author of a book 
about touring with Alice 
Cooper. Free. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Granite 
Prospect [334 Furman St. at 
Middagh Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

THEATER, “THE HEART’S 
IMPATIENCE”: Shuffl e Foot 
Theatre presents a new play 
adapted from the work of 
Stefan Zweig, set in Austria-
Hungary in 1914. Featuring 
sex, neurosis, ballet, war, 
and suicide. $18. 7 pm. 
Triskelion Arts (106 Calyer 
St. between Clifford Place 
and Banker Street in Green-
point, Brooklyn), www.
shuffl efoot.com. 

READING, FRANKLIN PARK 
READING SERIES SUM-
MER FINALE: A multigenre 
reading featuring novel-
ist Joshua Mohr (“All This 
Life”), memoirist Sean Doyle 
(“This Must Be The Place”), 
debut novelists Alexandra 
Kleeman, Sara Novic, and 
Tracy O’Neill, and comics 
artist John Dermot Woods 
(“The Baltimore Atrocities”). 
$4 drink specials and raffl e 
for the authors’ books. Free. 
8 pm. Franklin Park (618 St. 
Johns Pl. between Classon 
and Franklin avenues. in 
Crown Heights), franklin-
parkbrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: Iranian comedian 
Mehran Khaghani hosts a 
weekly comedy show, with 
celebrity and comedian 
guests joining him on stage. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 9 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

TUES, AUG. 11
TENNIS IN THE PARKS: Tennis 

lessons for children. Regis-
tration is required on line. 
Free. 1 pm. Bensonhurst 
Park (Cropsey Ave. and Bay 
Parkway in Bensonhurst), 
www.cityparksfoundation.
org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. STATEN 
ISLAND YANKEES: $10. 7 
pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

COMEDY, “SET LIST”: Com-
ics Ben Bailey, Myq Kaplan, 
Nick Vatterott, and more 
are given never-before-
seen topics in the moment 
and perform as if it was the 
material they meant to do. 
$15 ($12 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

WED, AUG. 12
FILM, “THE TRIBE”: Set in the 

insular world of a Ukrainian 
high school for the deaf, 
this fi lm unfolds through the 
non-verbal acting and sign 
language. $8. 6:15 pm. Vid-
eology [308 Bedford Ave. at 
S. First Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 782–3468], www.
videology.info. 

MUSIC, DIGITAL DIASPORA: 
Part of the “Garden 
Groove” series, presented 
by BAM. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Jane Bailey Memorial Gar-
den (329 Greene Ave. be-
tween Franklin and Classon 
avenues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant), www.bam.org. 

FILM, “HAPPY FEET”: Movies 
under the stars in Pros-
pect Park. Entertainment 
starts at 7 pm, movie starts 
at sundown. Free. 7 pm. 
Prospect Park, north end 

of Long Meadow (Enter at 
Grand Army Plaza and Pros-
pect Park West in Prospect 
Heights). 

READING, “TEA AND TRAN-
SITION”: Nicola Chase talks 
about her memoir, which 
recounts her journey to 
gender acceptance. Free. 
7–9 pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

DANCE, SUMMER SHAKE-
UP AT TRISKELION ARTS: 
This festival of dance art-
ists includes Emily Craver 
& The Little Streams, Elena 
Rose Light, Jackie Moyna-
han, Jeremy Lepine, and 
many more. $16. 7:30 pm. 
Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer 
St. between Clifford Place 
and Banker Street in Green-
point, (718) 389–3473], 
www.triskelionarts.org. 

MUSIC, SURGEONS IN HEAT: 
$8 ($6 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, “THE 25TH AN-
NUAL PUTNAM COUNTY 
SPELLING BEE”: Brooklyn 
Theatre Club presents a 
staged reading of the musi-
cal comedy about kids com-
peting in a spelling cham-
pionship. Members of the 
audience are invited to join 
the cast for some roles. $18 
($15 in advance). 8:30 PM. 
Muchmore’s [2 Havemeyer 
St. at N. 9th Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (212) 707–2035], 
www.muchmoresnyc.com. 

THURS, AUG. 13
MUSIC, PAPRIKA: “Live At 

the Archway” presents the 
all-female acid rock band. 
Free. 6–8 pm. Archway 
Plaza (Water Street be-
tween Anchorage Place and 
Adams Street in Dumbo). 

FILM, “DR. STRANGELOVE”: 
Syfy Movies with a View 
presents music at 6 pm, 
with movies starting at sun-
down. Free. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Harbor View 
Lawn (Furman Street at Old 
Fulton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

DANCE, “PREY”: Red Hook’s 
Cora Dance explores the 
theme of good intentions in 
this episodic dance experi-
ence. A discussion with the 
performers will follow. Free. 
6:30 pm. Gil Hodges Me-
morial Garden (534 Carroll 
St. at Denton Place in Gow-
anus), www.bam.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. STATE COL-
LEGE SPIKES: $10. 7 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

CITI BIKE STREET SKILLS: 
Red Lantern Bicycles offers 
a street skills class for new 
bike riders, with a focus on 

how to navigate the Citi 
Bike system. Free. 7 pm. 
Red Lantern Bicycles [345 
Myrtle Ave in Fort Greene, 
(212) 870–2080]. 

THEATER, BEFORE YOU GET 
TOO FAR AFIELD: Three 
actresses play 12 roles in 
this epic three-part oper-
etta by Cara Scarmack. $15. 
8 pm. Jack (505 Waverly 
Ave. between Fulton Street 
and Atlantic Avenue in Clin-
ton Hill), www.jackny.org. 

FILM, “THE PRINCESS 
BRIDE”: “Throwback Thurs-
day” movie night brings you 
the classic fairy tale. Free. 8 
pm. MetroTech Commons 
[2 MetroTech Center at 
Lawrence Street Downtown, 
(646) 335–0420], www.
downtownbrooklyn.com. 

FRI, AUG. 14
 SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. STATE COL-
LEGE SPIKES: $10. 7 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

BURLESQUE ON THE BEACH: 
Tonight’s show is hosted by 
Jonny Porkpie. $15. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between W. 
12th Street and Stillwell Av-
enue in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159], www.coneyis-
land.com. 

MUSIC, SPANGLISH FLY: $10. 
10 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, FRIDAY NIGHT JAMZ 
WITH DJ BENGEY: Free. 
11:59 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SAT, AUG. 15
THEATER, “MUCH ADO 

ABOUT NOTHING”: A pro-
duction of Shakespeare’s 
comedy in the middle of 
Fifth Avenue. Free. 5–9 pm. 
(Fifth Avenue at Dean Street 
in Park Slope). 

SAND SCULPTING CONCERT: 
Amateur sculpting artists of 
all ages compete for prizes 
and bragging rights. Free. 
11 am–4 pm. Coney Island 
Boardwalk (Surf Ave. and W. 
20th Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

COMEDY, “PICTURE THIS!”: 
A live comedy show with 
stand-ups performing 
while cartoonists illustrate 
their routines. $10 ($7 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

NIGHT SKY: Urban rang-
ers use the naked eye to 
locate stars and planets. 
Free. 9–11 pm. Fort Greene 
Park Visitor Center [Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722–3218]. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Changing: The subject
Podcast brings to life tales of transformation

Modifier: Arrvls host Jonathan 
Hirsch is putting his podcast on 
the stage at Pete’s Candy Store, 
where multi-media storytellers 
will share their life-changing ex-
periences.

Swede emotion!
Vocal group comes to Bay Ridge

In bloom: Scandinavian vocal group Åkervinda gets 
its name from a prolific Swedish flower. The quartet 
will sow its musical seeds at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church in Bay Ridge on Aug. 10.
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SALE!!!
Mosaic  •  Porcelain  •  Natural Stone & More!

LIQUIDATIONTILE

64 12th St
Brooklyn, NY

(347) 756-4215 

999 Brush Ave
Bronx, NY

(347) 773-2075 

24 Kinkel St
Westbury, NY

(516) 874-2033 

65%NOW

LIMITED TIME!
While supplies last!

 

Only in YOUR LOCAL STORE:



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25008  AWP  August 7–13, 2015

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Stoney Creek offering families ‘green’ funerals
Funerals are chang-

ing, and Michael Horkan 
is leading the charge.

From the time he 
was 9 years old, Horkan 
knew what he wanted to 
do with his life. Serving 
as an altar boy at funeral 
masses, he was fasci-
nated by the rituals, and 
vowed to become a fu-
neral director. 

He attended embalm-
ing school right after 
graduating high school, 
and has been working in 
the field since then. He 
is the Field Director and 
Manager of Operations 
at Marine Park Funeral 
Home, and in that capac-
ity, he assists many fam-
ilies who desire tradi-
tional funeral services.

But he had toyed with 
an idea for a decade, and 
he recently decided to 
act upon it. 

“I always wanted to 
start a ‘green’ funeral,” 
he says, so he established 
the Stoney Creek Burial 
and Cremation Society, 
because he believes the 
industry is moving in 
this direction. 

“When people opt for 
cremation, there’s less 
impact upon the earth,” 
he says. There’s no cas-
ket; there’s no digging 
into the ground. Ashes 
can be scattered at sea 
or buried in a “green 
cemetery” located in up-
state New York, he says. 
To commemorate the 
deceased, a tree will be 

planted in that person’s 
memory, an idea that ap-
peals to many people.

Still, Horkan under-
stands that cremation is 
not for everyone, so there 
is another option. They 
can still “go green,” with 
a burial. Arrangements 
can made to wrap the 
body in a shroud, and 
place it in a simple pine 
box, with no embalming 
taking place, and no for-
mal viewing. 

The objective of the 
Society is to gather a 
group of like-minded 
people who make these 
wishes known. Individ-
ual membership is $35; 
$65 per couple. The cost 
of cremation would then 
be $995 for members; 
$1,295 for non-members. 
Burials are $2,495. Hor-
kan says this is the first 
Cremation Society in 
New York City.

People are more con-
scious about their im-
pact on earth, and they 
are also moving away 
from traditional funer-
als because of the costs 
involved.  

“Years ago, the older 
generation prepared 
more for death,” he says. 
They used to make ar-
rangements while they 
were still alive. Today, it 
is different, he says. Peo-
ple are focused more on 
spending their money 
while they can, and 
don’t put aside funds for 
formal funeral arrange-
ments as their parents 

or grandparents did. 
The internet is re-

sponsible for changing 
the industry, too. Face-
book pages have become 
memorials to the de-
ceased. As a result, more 
people are being notified 
when friends and family 
pass away. Not every-
one can travel to funer-
als, but obituaries, with 
links to Facebook pages, 
will appear on the web-
site of the Stoney Creek 
Burial and Cremation 

Society, allowing people 
to connect. They can 
express their memo-
ries with other mourn-
ers. The Facebook page 
becomes a collection of 
photographs and memo-
ries of a person’s life. 
It is rich with content 
about how they inter-
acted with others, and it 
contains special memo-
ries written by friends 
and family. 

“I would have loved to 
have seen something like 

that about my grandpar-
ents,” says Horkan. To-
day’s generation will be 
able to know a lot about 
their grandparents, even 
if they never get to meet 
them.  

The internet also al-
lows Horkan to put all 
necessary documents 
online so that people 
can access and complete 
paperwork whenever it 
is convenient for them. 
Transactions can take 
place via email, another 

way of “going green.” 
They will still have the 
ability to call with any 
questions they might 
have.

Horkan is 35 years 
old, working in a field 
where there are few 
young people building 
careers. Many in the 
industry are retiring. 
That’s why he believes 
it’s so important to start 
“thinking outside the 
box,” utilizing tools that 
embrace technology, and 

incorporating ideas that 
appeal to a sense of so-
cial responsibility. 

It just might get peo-
ple thinking and plan-
ning again.

Stoney Creek Burial 
and Cremation Society 
[3024 Quentin Rd. be-
tween E. 31st Street and 
Marine Parkway in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 339–0700, 
www.StoneyCreekCre-
mation.com]. Call 24 
hours a day, seven days 
a week.

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook
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LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  
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My daughter’s whole 
life I thought I 
wanted her to be-

come an independent, confi-
dent, adventurous woman, and 
said so, but now, at 20-years-
old, I’m ready to tell her, 
“Never mind. Just kidding. 
I take it all back.” 

I find myself wishing she 
were a reticent, demure, bor-
ing homebody.

She and a friend plan to 
travel for two weeks after fin-
ishing a long summer intern-
ship. Their budget is limited, 
so they focused on off-the-
beaten-track places. I’m not 
talking about Idaho or Ne-
braska, rather, far away des-
tinations like New Zealand and 
Turkey. After some thought, 
they settled on Romania and 
Bulgaria, two countries I know 
virtually nothing about. 

I did a little research and, in 
fairness, the cautions for travel-

Now, I want to say ‘No’
lers are common — 
pickpockets, fake 
taxis that over-
charge, the risks 
of taking drinks 
from strangers, all 
issues my kid needs 
to be conscious of 
everywhere. My 
ignorance, though, fuels my 
fears, as does the sense that 
she will be really far away and 
on her own. 

I’ve always encouraged 
her to try new things, engage 
with the world, get out there 
and go places, but her itiner-
ary makes me nervous and, for 
the first time, wanting to talk 
her out of an adventure. Now 
that she’s become the person I 
hoped she would be, I have to 
live with the consequences — 
and I don’t like them.

The problem with telling my 
kids to take risks is that they 

do. What happens if something 
goes wrong? If she were in a 
car accident here, I would feel 
awful but I would know some-
thing about the medical care 
she would receive and I could 
get to her quickly. Abroad, in 
the same situation, I’d have no 
way to gauge the assistance 
she receives, possibly be un-
able to communicate with any-
one attending to her, and not 
even be able to reach her in 
short order.

Do I really want her to stay 
home and spend her life within 
my comfort zone? Should I tell 

her what places she can visit 
or live because they make me 
feel at ease?

Of course not. 
I really do want her to see 

the world, try new things, meet 
people even knowing that not 
all her experiences will be pos-
itive. Travel has risks like hav-
ing a wallet or passport stolen, 
missing a train and sleeping on 
a station floor, losing luggage. 
There are a thousand things 
that can happen, but even if 
I went with her, I can’t stop 
them from happening.

It was easier to hold onto my 
values when my girls were little 
because things were just sim-
pler. Now I have to remember 
what’s important in the face of 
my uncertainty. I guess I do 
have to tell her, “Never mind. 
Just kidding. Have a great trip, 
see beautiful things, and ac-
cumulate experiences you will 
have the rest of your life.” 

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

L
es and Amanda Ander-
son arrived in New York 
from Indiana this past 

Thursday night and headed 
straight to Times Square, as 
many tourists do. But as they 
gaped at the billboards and 
read the news zipping by in 
lights — “19-Year-Old Sen-
tenced to 25 Years as a Sex 
Offender” — they stopped 
dead in their tracks.

That 19-year-old is their 
son, Zach.

“It took a minute to absorb 
— it was 1 am,” Amanda told 
me. I met the Andersons for 
lunch in Chelsea their sec-
ond and final day in the city. 
They’d come to tape a talk 
show with the popular preacher 
T.D. Jakes. “Nightline” had 
filmed them in their Elkhart 
home a few days earlier, and 
they’ve also been on CNN and 
in the New York Times, all be-
cause of a date their teenage 
son made earlier this year.

Zach had gone on the app 
“Hot or Not?” and met a girl 
who lived just over the bor-
der in Michigan, who said 
she was 17. They met up and 
had sex. 

But when she didn’t get 
home on the dot, her worried 
mom called the cops, because 
her daughter has epilepsy. 
When she got home, the cops 
found out where she had been 
and also her true age: 14. 

Zach was arrested for 
rape.

The judge at the trial knew 
all these facts. What’s more, 
the girl and her mom both came 
to testify on Zach’s behalf. “I 
don’t want him to be a sex of-
fender because he really is not,” 
the girl’s mom declared. 

The judge ignored them 
and sentenced Zach to 90 
days in prison — followed 
by 25 years on the Sex Of-
fender Registry. 

“He just turned around and 
looked at me like, ‘Help,’ ” 
said Les. 

The town rallied around 
the family. 

A mom told Amanda, “All 
the parents are talking about 
is, ‘This could happen to any 
of us!’ ” 

The South Bend Tribune 
did an amazing write-up and 
Zach’s case became a cause 
celebre.

But you can be a cause cel-
ebre and still have to live un-
der Sex Offender Registry re-
strictions. That means that three 
weeks ago, when Zach got out 
of jail, he could not go home. As 
a sex offender, he cannot reside 
with anyone under 17, and that in-
cludes his younger brother.

The Andersons broke into 
their savings and bought Zach 
a small house far from any 
school or playground (an-
other registry requirement). 

Each night, he must be home 
by 8. The police can come at 
any time to do a search, and 
already have. What were they 
looking for?

Movies. Not dirty ones — 
clean ones. Zach can’t have any 
G-rated movies like “Home 
Alone,” on the assumption that 
watching kids will trigger his 
urge to rape them. 

Zach also cannot have a 
smartphone. 

Zach can’t have any access to 
the internet, either, which means 
he has to change his college ma-
jor: Computer science.

“I asked Zach, ‘Did they 
ever teach you this in high 
school? Did they cover the Age 
of Consent laws?’ ” said his 
mom, Amanda. “He said yes, 
which is why he asked the girl 
how old she was.” But there, 
as here, if a minor lies about 
her age, that doesn’t make her 
partner any less guilty. 

Lenore Skenazy is a 
keynote speaker and the 
author and founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids.

Teens, sex, and rape charges

By Lenore Skenazy
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