
BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260–2500 • Brooklyn, NY • ©2015 AWP/12 pages • Vol. 38, No. 43 • October 23–29, 2015 • FREEServing Brownstone Brooklyn, Williamsburg & Greenpoint

Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

INSIDE: GET THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

The taste of this victory was not so 
sweet.

Do-gooding dare-devil Christopher 
Swain finally made good on his prom-
ise to become the first person to swim 
the full length of the Gowanus Canal on 
Saturday  following an abortive attempt 
in April , in a history-making plunge that 
took the dank diver through nearly two 
miles of bacteria, toxic sludge, garbage, 
and raw sewage — some of which he 
couldn’t avoid swallowing.

Still, Swain said, it didn’t taste or smell 
quite so gross this time around.

“In April, it had rained the day before, 

‘Toxic avenger’ conquers, 
tastes Gowanus Canal

BIG DIP
Cleaning the
Gowanus

so a lot of the sewage taste was there,” 
said Swain, who ultimately navigated 
the full gauntlet of filth in 72 minutes. 
“This time the sewage wasn’t as noted 
in the bouquet. There was more hydrau-
lic fluid, metals, and paint chips than 
there was poop.”

Swain breast-stroked through the  gon-
orrhea-tainted  body of water with his 
head leaning way back to avoid the waves 

Christopher Swain couldn’t help but get some of the canal’s filthy water in his mouth.
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of pollution, but nevertheless said he had 
to stop on three separate occasions to 
gargle out the garbage with mouthfuls 
of hydrogen peroxide.

Beyond the noxious flavors of  Brook-
lyn’s nautical purgatory , Swain said he 
also found himself splashing through a 
film of emulsified grease, fats, and oils 
that had swept into the canal via the 
sewers, which he likened to the soapy 
layer of a bubble bath.

“It was really weird, disgusting, and 

a new experience for me,” said Swain, 
who made his high-profile paddle to 
 highlight the sludge-like pace of the fed-
eral cleanup of the channel .

But that didn’t stop him from pausing 
periodically throughout his journey to 
take water samples and photographs of 
the canal’s ickiest bits, which he plans on 
using as a way to teach science and his-
tory to filthy-minded students at schools 
throughout the city.  

“If you took a cross section of the sludge 

in the canal, that’s a cross-section of the 
industrial history of the city,” Swain said. 
“And kids love it — it’s got poop, trash 
and the perception of danger.”

Swain emerged from the canal exhib-
iting no immediate mutations or diseases 
— which he credited largely to the com-
bination dive and hazardous-materials 
suit he constructed for the attempt. 

“My exposure control plan was re-
ally good. I probably wasn’t getting any 
water on me,” he said.

He then washed off and gargled hy-
drogen peroxide one last time, before 
heading over to Gowanus’s Ample Hills 
Creamery to enjoy a huge sundae made 
from the ice cream store’s signature ca-
nal-inspired chocolate fudge flavor  It 
Came From Gowanus , which he said 
was delicious but had a lot in common 
with the real thing.

“They’re both overwhelming,” he said. 
“The whipped cream part of it does stand 
in well for the foam.”

By Harry MacCormack
The Brooklyn Paper

It is a case of mis-taken iden-
tity.

New York University robbed en-
gineering students of a prestigious 
name on their degrees when it re-
named Downtown’s 161-year-old 
Polytechnic School of Engineer-
ing in honor of a generous donor 
earlier this month, say pupils and 
alumni who are now demanding 

the school change it back.
“I chose to go to Poly partly be-

cause of the prestige and recog-
nition attached to its name,” said 
Jeffrey Nichtberger on an  online 
petition calling on  the university 
to reverse its decision to re-brand 
Polytechnic as the New York Uni-
versity Tandon School of Engi-
neering, which has racked up more 
than 1,200 digital signatures in 
the two weeks since the change. 
“I want my diploma to say Poly-

technic, not Tandon.”
The school abruptly announced 

the switch on Oct. 5, following 
a $100-million gift from finan-
cial advisor and singer Chandrika 
Tandon, who serves on the insti-
tution’s board of trustees, and her 
husband Ranjan, a hedge fund 
manager.

Students say they appreciate 
the recent windfall, they just don’t 
think the second oldest engineer-
ing school in the country — which 

has gone through multiple names 
since opening in 1854, but all in-
volving the word “Polytechnic” — 
should have to walk away from its 
famed moniker to get it. 

“I don’t want to sound like an 
ingrate — $100 million is a lot of 
money — but I don’t understand 
why the Poly name has to go,” said 
Eric Naturman, an undergraduate 
student. “It just feels like one of 
those things that will be looked 
back on as a mistake.”

The Tandons’ gift is not the larg-
est in the school’s history — for-
mer Polytechnic professor Don-
ald Othmer and his wife Mildred 
 bequeathed the school $175 mil-
lion  when they passed away in 
the 1990s. The university  named 
a dormitory after them .

But some scholars say the 
new name was worth the price 
— and they don’t mind explain-
ing they studied at the school 
formerly known as Polytech-

Polytech trades away its name
Students protest NYU-Poly giving up historic title for just $100 million

The signs still say New 
York University Polytechnic 
School of Engineering — 
but not for much longer.
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By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

This roll-out needs more 
wheels!

City transportation bigwigs last 
Thursday unveiled  the locations  
of 62 Citi Bike docks they plan 
to install in and around Brown-
stone Brooklyn starting next 
spring, and local transit enthu-
siasts have only one gripe — they 
wish there were more.

“It seemed a little on the low-
density side,” said Eric McClure, 
who leads the Community Board 
6 Transportation Committee, 
which unanimously approved 
the bike-rental station sites for 
Red Hook, Carroll Gardens, Cob-
ble Hill, the Columbia Street Wa-
terfront District, Gowanus, and 
Park Slope.

But residents’ dreams of more 
bank-sponsored bikes lining their 
streets could still come true — 
once the city wraps up rolling out 
all 62 new stations sometime in 
2017, Citi Bike will look at adding 
more if it can find the funds, ac-
cording to one panel member. 

“It’s very capital and labor in-
tensive to roll out the stations,” 
said committee member Bill Blum. 
“But the plan is to fill it in and, 
overall, it’s a great beginning.”

The new locations, which the 

Citi Bike: The new batch
Program ready to roll south, but is it enough?

nic to future employers.
“You can’t get something for 

nothing,” said undergraduate 
Prakesh Najalani. “It’s just a name. 
All you have to do is explain, ‘Oh, 
it used to be Poly.’ For $100 mil-
lion? That’s a no-brainer.”

The university says it under-
stands critics’ concerns about 
the new moniker, but claims the 
student body at large is thrilled 
about the cash injection that came 
along with it and that it will find 
other ways to honor the school’s 
history.

“The overwhelming reaction 
to this great gift is enormous ex-
citement,” said spokeswoman Sa-
yar Lonial. “We have heard some 
concerns, and know that they arise 
out of love and loyalty.”
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city’s transportation department 
says it chose based on years of 
meetings with residents, can be 
found directly adjacent to most 
parks, schools, and subway sta-
tions within the community 
board’s boundaries.

Green spaces that will not get 
their own bike berths include 
Dimattina Playground in Car-
roll Gardens, and Harold Ickes 
Playground and Mother Cabrini 
Park in the Columbia Street Wa-
terfront District, while Carroll 
Park, Boerum Park, and Nicho-

las Naquan Heyward Jr Park in 
Boerum Hill are a few blocks 
from the closest post.

Likewise, a few schools will 
be left in the lurch — meaning 
students will have to walk more 
than two blocks to find a rental 
bike — including PS 146 and PS 
58 in Carroll Gardens.

But locals say they don’t mind 
walking a short distance to take 
the bulky blue bikes for a spin.

“According to the map there 
will be one a block from my apart-
ment so I’ll definitely use it pretty 

frequently,” said long-time Park 
Sloper Doug Gordon.

Not all residents are thrilled, 
though — one local griped that 
the plans are conspicuously devoid 

of stations on some major thor-
oughfares like Court and Hicks 
streets in Cobble Hill and Carroll 
Gardens, while more residential 
strips are stuffed full of them.

“The fact of the matter was 
they weren’t on Court and Hicks, 
which is where those Citi Bikes 
should be placed, not in residential 
areas where you need the park-

ing,” said Carroll Gardens resi-
dent Joe Ruiz.

The full community board will 
vote on the plan at a meeting on 
Nov. 10.

(Above) Bank-sponsored bikes like these ones will begin ar-
riving in (right) new locations starting next year.
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www.citytech.cuny.edu/openhouse

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

300 Jay Street 
Downtown BrooklynSunday 10/25 • 11 am-2 pm

www.facebook.com/citytech

www.citytech.cuny.edu

718.260.5500

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

It is an acute case of red 
tape-itis!

The city is finally resusci-
tating its plan to turn the aban-
doned Greenpoint Hospital 
into below-market-rate hous-
ing three years after the de-
veloper it selected against the 
wishes of locals fell through 
— but residents say they feel 
sick at the thought of endur-
ing another lengthy bidding 
process after the city ignored 
their preferred candidate the 
first time around. 

“It’s insulting,” said Com-
munity Board 1 member 
Karen Nieves after the city 
announced its plan to launch 
a new, two-year bidding pro-
cess for the redevelopment at 
a panel meeting last Wednes-
day. “The community had a 
plan. We could’ve built upon 
that plan and housing would 
have already been done.”

The news has re-opened 
some very old wounds. The 
city  first began  seeking bids to 
build around 240 below-mar-
ket units in the long-dormant 
hospital in 2007, and many lo-
cals rallied behind a proposal 
from a consortium of neigh-
borhood groups dubbed the 
Greenpoint Renaissance En-
terprise Corporation — which 

Losing patients
Long-stalled hospital site development 
back on, but locals are far from happy

Greenpointers are frustrated they will have to wait 
another two-and-a-half years before a new devel-
oper can begin turning the decrepit Greenpoint 
Hospital site into housing.

to begin receiving proposals 
again — though it will now be 
another two and a half years 
before the winning bidder 
breaks ground. 

The city claims it must seek 
new bids because it has dra-
matically expanded the scope 
of the project since 2007. De-
partment reps said the new 
development could include as 
many as 500 below-market 
units, a new homeless shelter, 
and a face-lift for the public 
space surrounding the build-
ings — and it plans to conduct 
a series of meetings with lo-
cals to find out exactly what 
they want first. 

“We don’t want to move 
forward, wiping the slate clean 
from scratch, because we do 
know there are certain things 
that are important to this com-
munity,” said spokeswoman 
Lin Zeng. 

But Community Board 1 
and Greenpoint Renaissance 
members say they already 
know what the community 
needs — an urgent injection 
of below-market and senior 
housing — and if the city truly 
had residents’ best interests 
at heart, it would get behind 
the group many have backed 
since the beginning. 

“If the only thing you have 
to tell us is the footprint has 
changed for the site, then give 
the new footprint to the GREC 
group and let them come back 
with what they feel is more 
beneficial to the community,” 
said Community Board 1 dis-
trict manager Gerald Espos-
ito. “Because between the 
GREC group and the com-
munity board, we feel we 
know what’s best for the 
community.”

had been agitating for the re-
development since the hos-
pital closed in 1982 and had 
already turned other parts of 
the sprawling property into a 
homeless shelter and an arts 
center.

But housing officials  in-
stead anointed a Queens de-
veloper for the $52-million job 
in 2010  — prompting back-
lash from community groups 
and local pols who variously 
claimed the company had re-
ceived  unfair   advantages  and 
 fibbed  to get the nod — only 
for the developer to  pull the 

plug two years later  after one 
of its honchos was indicted 
on bribery charges.

Greenpoint Renaissance 
and its backers argued it was 
the rightful heir to the redevel-
opment, but city officials at the 
time insisted the bidding pro-
cess had to begin again, and 
then the project sat dormant 
for the rest of the Bloomberg 
administration. 

Now, the Department of 
Housing says the DeBlasio 
administration is putting the 
redevelopment back on the 
agenda and it is finally ready 

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

Oh buoy!
Daily ferries between 

Brooklyn and Governors Is-
land could be a reality as early 
as 2017, when the city plans on 
rolling out its new water-tran-
sit service — so long as the 
price is right, say officials.

The city’s current plan is 

to launch with a new route 
connecting Manhattan to the 
Brooklyn waterfront from 
69th Street in Bay Ridge to 
Pier 1 in Dumbo, then look at 
adding a stop at Governors Is-
land some time after that. But 
the connection could happen 
much sooner if ferry opera-
tors bidding to run the service 
make the city an offer it can’t 

Ferry good!
Daily Gov’s Island service 
could start as early as ’17

refuse, an official said.
“If the numbers match 

what the expectation of the 
cost is — and that’s a deci-
sion we’ll have to make — 
that’s something we’d do in 
’17 when we launch the rest of 
South Brooklyn route,” said 
Seth Myers, executive vice-
president of the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration, which will oversee the 
service.

But the public won’t know 
what the corporation’s finan-
cial expectations are until af-
ter it picks an operator, as hon-
chos don’t want to tip their 
hand during negotiations, a 
spokesman said.

The Council recently al-
located money to  double the 
service between Brooklyn 
Bridge Park and the island  
on busy summer days next 
year, such as Labor Day and 
Memorial Day.

But Governors Island brass 
claim a year-round service 
is becoming increasingly 
necessary as more Brook-
lynites frequent the islet for 
its day-spa, artist studios, 
and parks. 

The service would also  ease 
commutes for Kings County 
teens who attend the island’s 
high school  and currently have 
to go via Manhattan to get to 
class, teachers said.
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FALL SPECIAL EVENT

25% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

PURCHASE

BROOKLYN’S 
LARGEST SELECTION 

OF DESIGNER PRODUCTS FOR 
EVERY STYLE AND BUDGET

FREE DELIVERY 
($150 VALUE)

299 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11201

CALL OR CLICK FOR YOUR FREE
PERSONALIZED APPOINTMENT

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

By Harry MacCormack
The Brooklyn Paper

We already know Brooklyn 
is number one — and this is 
the artwork to prove it! 

The city wants to install 
a giant bronze sculpture of 
a forearm and fist with its 
index finger pointed up to 
the sky at a Downtown in-
tersection, which the artist 
says is both an affirmation 
of Brooklyn’s status as the 
best of the five boroughs as 
well as a warm, fuzzy mes-
sage of togetherness.

“It can be read as we are 
number one, but also that we 
are all one,” said  Hank Wil-
lis Thomas , who designed the 
20-foot limb at the behest of 
the city’s Department of Cul-
tural Affairs.

The two-story metal ap-
pendage will burst forth from 

Grand arm-y plaza!
City plans two-story bronze arm statue for Tillary St

a median on Tillary Street at 
Adams Street — between 
the Cadman Plaza post of-
fice and the Federal Court-
house building — greeting 
visitors to Kings County and 
welcoming back residents as 
they come off the Brooklyn 
Bridge. 

But the sculpture is not set 
in stone yet. The city is cur-
rently in the middle of the first 
phase of  a $19.5-million make-
over  of the Adams Street en-
trance to the bridge, and the 
sculpture is part of a still-up-
in-the-air second phase that 
would further spruce-up Til-
lary Street. 

If the sequel goes ahead, a 
law that requires all city-funded 
capital projects of more than 
$20 million to include a visual 
arts component will kick in 
and the arm will rise.

Many locals who have al-
ready seen the design for the 
giant finger have given it a 
big thumbs up, said a com-
munity leader. 

“Overall people seemed to 
like the idea,” said Robert Per-
ris, district manager of Com-
munity Board 2, which ap-
proved the design 22–8 with 
four abstentions last Wednes-
day. “It’s a giant bronze arm — 
it’s certainly going to be eye-
catching if nothing else.”

But some residents are con-
cerned the gleaming arm will 
prove a little too eye-catch-
ing for passing motorists, 
he said.

“Folks were concerned that 
drivers coming off the bridge 
would suddenly get distracted 
by a giant bronze arm stick-
ing out of the median,” said 
Perris.

A sketch of the giant 
bronze arm statue shows 
its scale compared to a 
regular human.

By Harry MacCormack
The Brooklyn Paper

We’re getting what they’re  
having!

Famed Manhattan eatery 
Katz’s Delicatessen will open 
an outpost in Brooklyn next 
year, finally offering King’s 
County residents a taste of a 
faraway icon they have only 
seen in movies. 

“What’s Katz’s?” said 
Gowanus resident Daniel 
Arriety upon learning of its 
arrival in the borough, be-
fore recalling the delicates-
sen from its  appearance in 
the classic rom-com “When 
Harry Met Sally.”  “Oh, is that 
where Meg Ryan fakes an 
orgasm?”

The deli will peddle its 
pastrami at a stand in the up-
scale food court at Down-
town’s forthcoming City 
Point mall, owner Jake Dell 
 told the New York Times  — 
its first ever expansion in its 
127-year history.

That deli from that movie will open Downtown next year

The eatery is the second 
tourist hot-spot to sign on to 
the massive retail and resi-

dential development still ris-
ing at Fulton and Willoughby 
streets —  discount-depart-

Orgasmic eatery coming soon

ment store Century 21 will 
also occupy  two floors of the 
mega-project.

But the prospect of enjoy-
ing Katz’s famed corned beef 
in the beating commercial 
heart of Brooklyn may still 
not be enough to lure sight-
seers away from the deli’s 
original location — where 
customers must navigate an 
idiosyncratic ordering sys-
tem and huge crowds to snag 
a sandwich — said one lo-
cal.

“I think it’s cool that they 
are setting up here in Brook-
lyn, but I don’t think it’s going 
to be the same,” said Boerum 
Hill resident Aaron Mackey. 
“Part of going to Katz’s is 
the whole ordeal of order-
ing and eating there.” 

The deli will join around 
55 other food vendors at City 
Point, as well as big-name 
retailers including  Trader 
Joe’s ,  Target , and cinema-
restaurant chain  Alamo 
Drafthouse . 

The original Katz’s Delicatessen on the distant is-
land of Manhattan.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A burglar broke into a Dean 
Street man’s home on Oct. 
15 — but woke up the resi-
dent in the process and was 
chased out. 

The victim told cops he 
was sleeping in his home 
between Boerum Place and 
Smith Street at midnight when 
he woke after hearing a noise 
coming from downstairs and 
went to investigate. Once 
downstairs the victim found 

the intruder, who quickly told 
him, “Shut up, I’ll kill you,” 
according to a report. 

The victim chased the law-
breaker from his building, but 
the crook managed to swipe 
the victim’s briefcase, which 
contained his laptop, smart-
phone, and other personal ef-
fects, cops say. 

Light renovation
A destructive delinquent 

broke into a pharmacy on 
Smith Street on Oct. 15 by 
smashing through the wall of 
the store, police said. 

The owner of the drug store 

near Wyckoff Street received 
a call after the alarm at his 
store had been tripped around 
5 am, police say. When he ar-
rived to open up for the day, he 
found a hole in the rear wall of 
his shop that led into a nearby 
construction site, but nothing 
was missing, police say. 

A close shave
Cops cuffed a man who 

they say threatened a police 
officer with a razor blade 
on the Jay Street-MetroTech 
A train station platform on 
Oct. 17.

Police say the accused 
brandished a straight razor 
at the police officer, saying, 
“Officer, open your pockets,” 
and began approaching the 
cop, who drew his gun and 
commanded the man to drop 
the blade. 

The man continued ap-
proaching until he had got-
ten within several feet of the 
officer, before dropping the 
razor, according to the po-
lice report. The officer took 
the suspect into custody, who 
was reported claiming, “I was 
joking,” after the incident, po-
lice said. 

Driveby
A miscreant shot a man in 

a driveway on Water Street 
on Oct. 18. 

Two witnesses called the 
police to report seeing a man 
in a black Cadillac with New 
Jersey plates firing at a build-

ing at Old Fulton and Water 
streets around midnight. 

Police found five slugs in 
the wall of the building, along 
with several spent shell cas-
ings at the scene of the crime, 
a report states. The police later 
found two nine millimeter 
handguns, a Smith and Wes-
son, near Bergen and Hoyt 
Streets, and a Glock near Ber-
gen and Smith Streets. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

I saw her first!
Cops cuffed an amorous 

individual who they say beat 
a man with a baseball bat af-
ter an argument about the vic-
tim’s girlfriend at an Atlantic 
Avenue bar on Oct. 16.

The victim told police that 
he and his sweetheart were at 
the tavern near Grand Avenue 
around 3:50 am, when he got 
into a verbal argument with 
the accused over his main 
squeeze.  

The argument escalated 
and the suspect went to his car 
and retrieved the bat, which 
he then used to beat the vic-
tim, dislocating his shoulder, 

a police report said. The vic-
tim was taken to Methodist 
Hospital.  

Pen is mightier
Police  arrested a manfor 

stabbing another guy in the 
face with a pen in a Prince 
Street shelter on Oct. 17, 
cops said. 

Authorities responded to a  
call at the shelter near Tillary 
Street at 7 pm, and arrested 
the suspect upon arrival, of-
ficials said.  

Handgun stolen
A thief stole a police offi-

cer’s nine-millimeter hand-
gun and other crime-fight-
ing tools from the trunk of a 
car on Clermont Avenue on 
Oct. 16, cops say.

The bold burglar broke 
into the officer’s car parked 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue, and took 
the loaded Sig Sauer P226 
handgun, an extra 15-round 
magazine, police-issue pep-
per spray, a radio, and hand-
cuffs, a report said. 

Eh, nevermind
Someone stole a man’s Ka-

wasaki motorcycle on Lafay-
ette Avenue, and for reasons 

unknown, promptly trashed 
several crucial parts and 
ditched it up the block around 
Oct. 7, cops say.  

The victim told police he 
parked his bike near Vander-
bilt Avenue and returned to 
find it up the block, with a bro-
ken fairing — a shell placed 
over the frame of the motor-
cycle — and master bolt.

— Harry MacCormack

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Late-night loot
A thief ransacked a wom-

an’s 77th Street home on Oct. 
16 but only managed to get 
$60 before the tenant scared 
him off.

The victim told police she 
was asleep in her abode be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues at around 3 am, when 
she heard a noise outside her 
bedroom. She found a man 
making his way out of her 
bathroom with cash in his 
hand, and chased him down 
her stairs and out the front 
door.

iPillager
Someone broke into a home 

on Bay Ridge Parkway on Oct. 
16, taking a huge load of elec-
tronics, jewelry, and cash. 

The brazen burglar broke 
open the front door of the 
building between 12th and 
13th avenues sometime be-

tween 8:40 am and 3:40 pm, 
according to a police report. 
The perp got away with two 
laptops, an iPad, numerous 
credit cards, jewelry, and 
$5,000 in cash.

Purse picker
A pickpocket stole a wom-

an’s wallet right out of her 
purse while she was shopping 
at a department store on Fifth 
Avenue on Oct. 12.

The victim didn’t notice 
anything amiss while she 
shopped at the store between 
Bay Ridge and Ovington av-
enues, until around 1:30 pm, 
when she looked down and 
saw her purse was unzipped 
and her wallet nowhere to be 
found.  — Dennis Lynch

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Gym grab
A young fiend swiped a 

woman’s iPhone out of her 
hand as she was leaving a 
N. Ninth Street gym on Oct. 
15.

The woman told cops she 
had just left the gym near Dri-
ggs Avenue at 2 pm when a 
teenage boy wearing head-to-
toe black grabbed her iPhone 
and managed to pry it from 
her hand after a brief strug-
gle. The teen did not harm the 
victim, who flagged down a 
cop after the incident, accord-
ing to a police report. 

Shoe haul 
A shrewd scalawag ran off 

with six pairs of sneakers on 
N. 14th Street after duping 
the salesman he was sup-
posed to pay several grand 
on Oct. 12.

The shoe slinger told cops 
he met a guy who had agreed 
to pay four grand for six pairs 
near Berry Street around 11:45 
am. The sneak handed the guy 
an envelope that turned out 
to have only $20 inside, then 
grabbed the bounty of sneak-
ers and hoofed it. 

The crook ran down Berry 
Street and turned on N. 13th 
Street, where he jumped into 
a car that sped down Franklin 
Avenue toward N. 15th Street, 
cops said. 

Rear revenge
A miscreant shot a guy in 

the butt on Withers Street in 
the early morning hours of 
Oct. 18, when he refused to 
fork over his belongings.

The victim told police he 
was near Manhattan Avenue 
at 4:30 am when a dark sedan 
pulled up beside him and the 
punk got out and approached 
him, saying “Give me what 
you have.” 

When the guy responded 
with “F--- off,” the perp pulled 
a gun and fired a round in the 
air before shooting the victim 
in the left butt cheek, accord-
ing to a police report. The vic-
tim went to a nearby hospital 
for treatment, police said. 

Rude awakening
Some scoundrels broke 

into a Withers Street apart-
ment and ran off with a lap-
top early on Oct. 18.

The victim told author-
ities she and her boyfriend 
were asleep in their home near 
Manhattan Avenue around 4 
am when they were awoken 
by a loud banging noise. 

They got up to investigate 
and saw two intruders hoof 
it out of their apartment and 
cross the street, cops said. The 

victim then noticed a silver 
MacBook air was missing 
from the apartment, accord-
ing to a police report.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Foul foursome
A ruthless posse of four 

beat up a man on Havemeyer 
Street in the early morning 
hours of Oct. 18.

The man was between S. 
Third and S. Second streets 
at around 1:50 am when the 
foursome approached and one 
asked “What you looking at?” 
before punching him in the 
face, cops said. The other 
three perps started punching 
and kicking the guy, who tried 
to defend himself by blocking 
and returning the punches, 
authorities said. 

The group also tried — but 
failed — to pull money out 
of the victim’s pockets, cops 
said. The victim had bruises 
on his nose and eyes and was 
treated by emergency med-
ical services, according to a 
police report.

Lurk and lurch
A lurker put a city em-

ployee in a chokehold in the 
dark stairwell of a Flushing 
Avenue building on Oct. 13 
and ran off with her cellphone 
and wallet.

The worker told cops she 
was cleaning the stairway of 
the residence near Bushwick 
Avenue at 11:40 am and had 
to take out her phone to see 
on the dark 13th floor, where 
the marauder was lurking in 
the shadows. 

The miscreant approached 
the victim and demanded her 
cellphone, and when she said 
no he grabbed her throat and 
pinned her against the wall, 
authorities said. The perp 
nabbed the woman’s phone 
and wallet, then fled down 
the staircase to an unknown 
location, according to a po-
lice report. 

Spin zone
A punk jumped a guy on 

Debevoise Street on the night 
of Oct. 1 — and made off with 
his cellphone.

The guy told cops he was 
near Humboldt Street on his 
way from Woodhull Hospital 
to the bus stop at 8:20 pm when 
the scoundrel grabbed him, 
spun him around, and said, 
“Give me what you got.” 

The perp lifted his sweat-
shirt to display a weapon, al-
though the victim does not 
remember seeing a weapon, 
and the victim gave up his 
phone, cops said. The perp 
fled down Humboldt Street 
toward Flushing Avenue, au-
thorities said. 

Pardon me
A pair of polite scamps 

apologized before robbing a 
teenage delivery guy inside 
a Bushwick Avenue daycare 
center on Oct. 15.

The 19-year-old man was 
making a delivery to the cen-
ter between Montrose Avenue 
and Meserole Street at 6:30 
pm when he came across the 
duo, who appeared to be wait-
ing for him, cops said. 

One of the troublemak-
ers said, “We’re sorry, you’re 
gonna have to give us every-
thing,” before they grabbed 
his iPhone and $7 in cash, 
authorities said. 

— Allegra Hobbs

Trespasser chased out of Dean St. home
 POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

Police are looking 
for a man they say sex-
ually assaulted a woman 
at knifepoint in a Bush-
wick apartment building 
in the early morning hours 
of Oct. 15.

The sicko followed the 
22-year-old victim into her 
Evergreen Avenue apart-
ment building shortly after 
midnight, then approached 
her from behind with a 
kitchen knife and forced 
her to the fourth-floor 
landing, cops said. 

The low-life then 
snagged the victim’s purse 
and forced her to commit a 
“criminal sex act” on him 
before fleeing the build-
ing, authorities said. 

Authorities released a 
sketch of the suspect, who 
they describe as a man in 
his mid- to late-20s stand-
ing between 5-foot-11 and 
6-foot-2 tall, and weighing 
180 to 190 pounds. 

Police ask anyone with 

Cops: He sexually 
assaulted woman 
at knifepoint

Cops say a guy who 
looks like this followed 
a woman into her 
building and forced 
her to perform a “crim-
inal sex act” on him.

N
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D

information to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577–
TIPS (8477). You can also 
log onto Crime Stoppers’ 
website at www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com or 
by text CRIMES (274637), 
then enter TIP577. All 
calls are strictly confiden-
tial.
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P
repare yourself, Boo-klyn! Halloween is 
more than a week away, but spooks are 
bursting out of their coffins early. Try-

ing to choose between frightful festivals is 
enough to drive you mad! But save the may-
hem — we have hunted down the most spook-
tacular events over the next nine days!

See more Seymour
You can have a double-dose man-eating 

plant action this Halloween, with two free 
outdoor screenings of the musical horror 
romp “Little Shop of Horrors” on Friday 
and Saturday nights. 

Carroll Park, (Carroll Street between 
Smith and Court streets in Carroll Gar-
dens, carrollparkbrooklyn.org). Oct. 23 at 
7 pm. Free. Fort Greene Park on the lawn 
(Washington Park, between Dekalb and 
Myrtle avenues in Fort Greene). Oct. 24 at 
6 pm. Free.

The strolling dead
Explore the spectral streets of Brooklyn 

Heights with the “Boroughs of the Dead” 
walking tour. The hour-long trek will in-
clude stories of the Sea Captain Ghost of 
Montague Street, mystery houses, a stop by 
the home of horror writer H.P. Lovecraft, 
a haunted churchyard, and more.

Meet on Court Street [at Pacific Street 
in Cobble Hill, (917) 409–8533, www.bor-
oughsofthedead.com/brooklyn]. Oct. 23 
at 7:30 pm and Oct. 31 at 2:30 pm. $20.

Inn-fernal!
The high-tech haunted hotel “Gravesend 

Inn” returns with eight rooms of chills and 
thrills, each triggered by visitors carefully 
creeping through chambers created by The-
atreworks students at the New York City 
College of Technology. 

Voorhees Theatre [186 Jay St. between 
High and Tillary streets, (718) 260–5592, 
www.gravesendinn.org]. Oct. 23–25 and 
Oct 29–31, 6–9 pm (afternoon hours vary) 
$8 ($5 students).

Fear the fluff
Sleepless souls will stumble through a 

haunted-house style theater experience in 
“Nightmare Before Insomnium,” as visitors 
are led through four horrifying 10-minute 
plays, including “Night of the Living Beanie 
Babies.” The shows are followed by a cos-
tumed dance party, music by Klokwise, 
and plenty of drinks throughout. 

The Paper Box [17 Meadow St. be-
tween Waterbury and Meadow streets in 
Bushwick, (718) 383–3815, www.insomni-
umtheatrecompany.com). Oct. 24 at 7:30 
pm. $20 ($15 in advance).

Be on your guard-en
Dodge past the terrifying toddlers and 

roam the fiendish flora of the Brooklyn Bo-
tanic Garden’s “Ghouls and Gourds” fes-
tival today, with  horrifying hissing cock-
roaches, a Flying Flea Circus of Fate, and 
a costume parade alongside larger-than-
life puppets.

Brooklyn Botanic Gardens [900 Wash-
ington Ave. at Eastern Parkway in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 623–7200, www.bbg.org]. 
Oct. 24, noon–5:30 pm. $15 (kids 11 and 
younger free).

Beastly boos
Kids can meet the creepy, crawly creatures 

of the Prospect Park Zoo, which busts out the 
bats today for its annual Boo at the Zoo party. 

A spooky barn might terrify younger kids, 
but candy, a costume parade, and a dance 
party will soothe the frightened tykes. 

Prospect Park Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard and Grand 
Army Plaza in Prospect Park, (718) 399–
7339, www.prospectparkzoo.com]. Oct. 
24–25, 10 am–5:30 pm. $8 ($5 children). 

Double screamed
Any fright is worth having twice! The 

fiendish art show “Monsters, Maniacs, and 
Mayhem: Part II” pays tribute to horror 
movie sequels with paintings from the de-
ranged minds of the Cultural Compulsive 
Disorder art collective.

Irish Haven [5721 Fourth Ave. at 58th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 439–9893, 
www.ccd.nyc]. Oct. 24 at 8 pm. Free.

Creeps and geeks
The Halloween installment of Kevin 

Geeks Out focuses on the film oeuvre of 
horror-meister Stephen King, from the 
fantastic (“The Shining”) to the terrible 
(“Lawnmower Man”). And Kevin’s mom 
will explain why she’ll never read another 
Stephen King book!

Oct. 29 at 9:30 pm at Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980, www.nitehawkcinema.
com]. $15.

Ermahgerd!
It’s a merme pehrty! The foulest cor-

ners of the Internet invade real life tonight 
at the Meme Gurls: Spoopy Times party, 
where troll faces, pizza rats, and people in 
is-it-blue-or-is-it-gold dresses will play pin-
ball, dance, and drink heavy. Make sure 
your costume is on fleek — the best wins 
a free bar tab!

Jack Bar (143 Havermeyer St. between 
S. First and S. Second streets in Williams-
burg). Oct. 28 at 8 pm. Free. 

That’s so Craven!
The recently-deceased master of horror just 

might live on in your nightmares! Imprint his 
horror stories on your brain at the three-day 
Wes Craven Film Festival, which will also fea-
ture Craven-inspired puppet shows between 
each of the three films each night.

Standard ToyKraft (722 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Manhattan and Graham 
avenues in Williamsburg, www.standard-
toykraft.org). Oct. 27–29: at 8 pm. $20.

Man’s best fiend
The annual Pup-kin canine costume con-

test lets dashing doggies show off their finest 
haberdashery! The Fort Greene Halloween 
festival also features hay rides and pump-
kin giveaways, but it’s all about the dogs! 
Registration starts at 11 am, the judging 
starts at noon.

Fort Greene Park at the bottom of the 
monument steps (Myrtle Avenue at St. Ed-
wards Street, www.fortgreenepups.org). 
Oct. 31 at noon. Free ($5 to enter a pup).

This house ain’t clean
This South Slope tavern gets dressed up 

in its scariest ’80s get-up for a “Poltergeist” 
dance party, decorating like the haunted house 
that frightened the pants off so many of us 
during the Reagan years. And if you win the 
costume contest at midnight, you get free 
drinks for the rest of the night. 

Mary’s Bar [708 Fifth Ave. at 22nd St. 
in Park Slope, (718) 499–2175, www.face-
book.com/marysbarbrooklyn]. Oct. 31 at 
9 pm. Free.

Talking tour

Visual art gets a voice this week. 
The Red Hook art exhibit “Face to Face” has 

inspired ten local poets and playwrights to cre-
ate their own pieces of work, riffing on the orig-
inal art. The results, performed during walking 
tours of the Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion gallery space on Oct. 24, are a kind of col-
laboration between visual art and author, says 
the event’s director.

“We’re allowing the writer to be inspired 
and write what they feel from it,” said Court-
ney Wertzel. 

Wetzel recruited ten writers to peruse the ex-
hibit of personal narrative artwork, and to choose a 
piece that spoke to them. Each writer then crafted 
an original work based on the piece, without con-
sulting with the original artist. One Boerum Hill 
playwright says that performances will give au-
diences a new perspective on the artwork. 

“It’s almost like a gallery of theatrical events 
inspired by these pieces,” said Crystal Skillman, 
who wrote a monologue that will be performed 
by an actor during the event.  “It brings you into a 
relationship with the piece in a different way.”

Skillman chose a bit of three-dimensional 
art titled “The Blue Forest” by Elle Winberg. 
It reminded Skillman of her currently-in-the-
works play “Pulp Verite,” which involves two 
sisters who create their own mythology called 
“The Blue Thread” while being held captive 
in Syria. Skillman’s story, about being lost in 
a blue forest, could serve as part of her charac-
ters’ myths, she said. 

Skillman, who studied photography at Par-
sons, is excited by the overlapping of the art, 
writing, and theater worlds. She says that the 
one-off walking tours will have an immersive 
quality, enveloping the audience with words as 
they examine the still art. 

“Every time you hear a sentence or a word, 
for the audience it’s really evocative,” she said. 
“It brings them into the whole story.”

Keen art-lovers can sign up for  one of the four 
tour times online , but there is no limit to the num-
ber of enthusiastic viewers who can cram into 
one group, said Wertzel. Spontaneous visitors 
and passerby are welcome to jump in and be im-
mersed in an experience Wertzel hopes will be a 
thrilling twist on more routine art events.

“We wanted to turn the idea of a simple stage 
reading on its head a little bit,” she said.

“See/Hear! A Phantastic Ekphrastic Tour” at 
the Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St. between Beard Street and the 
waterfront in Red Hook, (718) 596–2501, www.
bwac.org]. Oct. 24, tours start every half hour 
from 3–4:30 pm. Free.  — Allegra Hobbs

A R T

Locavores have some new required reading! 
Two Brooklyn food-lovers have cooked up a 
comprehensive guide to the borough’s best cu-
linary creators, and will launch the book with 
a tasting party in Dumbo on Oct. 29. “Made in 
Brooklyn: An Essential Guide to the Borough’s 
Artisanal Food and Drink Makers,” catalogs 110 
butchers, bakers, and candy or drink makers, 
all of them locally-sourced and fully-ripened, 
says one of the book’s co-authors. 

“We had two criteria: the products had to be 
physically made in Brooklyn and we wanted to 
feature makers who were already a step further 
than the Smorgasburg model — so they had to have 
a brand name, a storefront, or have some whole-
sale business going,” said Susanne König.

Those criteria keeps out fakers who have tried 
to cash in on the borough’s artisanal reputa-
tion  by slapping a “Brooklyn” label on products 
made far from our fair metropolis . Real Brook-
lyn businesses benefit from something that the 
imposters don’t, said König — a culture of sup-
port for independent businesses. 

“Most of the products these makers sell are 
more expensive than what you’d get at a super-
market, so why is there such a boom here for 
it?” she asked. “Because there’s this culture and 
support here, people want to support these mak-
ers. This is what this book is about.”

The book, which König wrote with Melissa 
Vaughan, includes the story behind each business 
and lavish photos of the creators and their prod-
ucts. It also features a list of where to buy the fea-
tured products, and it details an informal walking 
tour of open classes, facility tours, and tastings 
available in Red Hook, an area König called a 
“concentrated neighborhood of makers.” 

At the launch party, the authors will chat with 
three local sweet-makers featured in the book: 
bakeries Baked, Butter & Scotch, and People’s 
Pop, makers of shave ice and popsicles. Attend-
ees will get to sample fare from 15 featured mak-
ers, including pickles from Brooklyn Brine’s 
pickles, doughnuts from Dough, and taffy from 
Salty Road, along with beer from the Brooklyn 
Brewery and Sixpoint Brewery.

“Made In Brooklyn: An Essential Guide To 
the Borough’s Artisanal Food & Drink Makers” 
launch party at PowerHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
between Front and Water streets in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049, www.powerhousearena.com]. 
Free. — Dennis Lynch
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Double trouble: Audiences get two chances to see Audrey II devour people in “Little Shop of Horrors” this weekend.

Fright nights
The defi nitive guide to Brooklyn’s Halloween events

Getting ahead in life: (clockwise from top) The spooky barn at the Prospect 
Park “Boo at the Zoo” festival on Oct. 24–25 will scare the skulls off of kids. 
These graveyard girls will guide guests through the “Nightmare Before In-
somnium” show at Paper Box on Oct. 24. And comedian Kevin Maher geeks 
out about Stephen King movies at Nitehawk Cinema on Oct. 29.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
October 23

Dub club
Ghouls get saucy 
tonight at “Live-
Dubbed Sitcoms,” 
where comedians 
improvise new dia-
logue over muted TV 
sitcoms. The improvis-
ers will introduce new 
plots and terrible 
character flaws to 
classic episodes of 
“The Munsters” and 
“The Addams Family.”

9:30 pm at Videology  
[308 Bedford Ave. at S. 
First Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–
3468], www.videologyba-
randcinema.com. $5.

SATURDAY
October 24

Pumpkin-
palooza
Wander down to the 
water this morning to 
see the brand new 
parkland on Pier 6! 
The new space will 
be filled with the 
Brooklyn Bridge Har-
vest Fest, a kid-
friendly fest with a 
pumpkin patch, sto-
rytelling, and obsta-
cle course, and a per-
formance by “kindie 
rock” band Rolie 
Polie Guacamole 
(pictured).

10:30 am–1 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier 6 
[Atlantic Avenue at 
Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. Free.

SUNDAY
October 25

Drink up! 
Beer! The cause of — 
and solution to — all 
of life’s problems! 
Sample more than 
100 local and 
national varieties of 
this life-enhancing 
beverage at Tapped, 
the craft beer festival 
taking over Barclays 
Center today.

12:30–3:30 pm or 5–8 pm 
at Barclays Center (620 
Atlantic Ave. at Pacific 
Street in Prospect 
Heights, www.tappedfest.
com). $39.

TUESDAY
October 27

Paging Dr. 
Zaius!
An animatronic orang-
utan OraculeTang 
hangs in its cage, 
answers questions 
from the audience. 
Yes, it is an art installa-
tion, but why would 
you do this four days 
before Halloween? 
Have you never seen 
King Kong? This ape 
will doom us all!

7:30 pm at BAM Café [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. Free with 
RSVP.

THURSDAY
October 28

Knife skills
Chef, author, and “No 
Reservations” star 
Anthony Bourdain dis-
cuses his new culinary 
sci-fi comic book “Get 
Jiro: Blood and Sushi” 
about bloody gang 
wars between chefs in 
a future Tokyo. Join-
ing him is the book’s 
artist, Joel Rose, and 
acclaimed comics art-
ist Paul Pope. 

7 pm at Book Court [163 
Court St. between Pacific 
and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875–
3677, www.bookcourt.
com]. Free.
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FRI, OCT. 23
ART, COMIC AND ALBUM COVER 

MASHUP ART SHOW: Vinyl Fan-
tasy hosts an an art show in which 
artists take vinyl record covers and 
mash them up with their favorite 
comic book characters. With music 
and free pizza from Two Boots Wil-
liamsburg. Free. 7 pm. Vinyl Fantasy 
(194 Knickerbocker Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick).  

MUSIC, CUTTERS: The punk band 
plays with Ration Anthem, Helltons, 
Divorce, and Long Knives. $8. 8 pm. 
Aviv (496 Morgan Ave. between 
Division Place and Beadel Street in 
Greenpoint), www.aviv.nyc. 

SAT, OCT. 24
HALLOWEEN HAUNTED WALK AND 

FAIR: An afternoon of ghoulish fun 
for kids, with a walk over Lookout Hill 
and a Halloween Fair on the Nether-
meade with family-friendly activities. 
Free. Noon–3 pm. Prospect Park 
Nethermeade (Enter at Prospect 
Park Southwest and 16th Street in 
Park Slope), www.prospectpark.org. 

THEATER, “THE PIANO LESSON”: 
August Wilson’s play, set in 1936 
Pittsburgh, depicts the great mi-
gration that brought thousands of 
African-Americans north. $18 ($15 
seniors and children). 8 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

ADOPTOBERFEST 2015: Animal Care 
Centers of NYC’s Mobile Adoption 
Center will be at the Brooklyn Brew-
ery with great cats and dogs looking 
for loving homes! Adoptions include 
vaccinations, spay-neuter, and a pre-
registered microchip. Free. 11 am–3 
pm. Brooklyn Brewery [79 N. 11th St. 
between Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 486–
7422], www.brooklynbrewery.com. 

SUN, OCT. 25
MUSIC, THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS 

“HORNTOBERFEST”: The Brooklyn 
band puts the spotlight on its horn 
section. $25. 8 pm. Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 486–5400], www.

musichallofwilliamsburg.com. 
MUSIC, DAVE HEUMANN: The leader 

of the rock band Arbouretum per-
forms from his debut solo album. 
Also performing: Rhyton and Hans 
Chew. $8. 8 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], www.
union-pool.com. 

TALK, A FEAST FOR THE LIVING 
WITH THE DEAD: Voices of Brook-
lyn shares stories of those who have 
passed over. With Deputy Borough 
President Reyna and the Efrain 
Rozais trio. Free. 6:30 pm. St Paul’s 
Theater (334 S. Fifth St. at Rodney 
Street in Williamsburg). 

MON, OCT. 26
TALK, ELDER LAW, TRUSTS, AND 

ESTATE PLANNING SEMINAR: The 
Connors and Sullivan law fi rm invite 
seniors to learn how to protect their 
assets and estates. Free. 11 am, 
3 pm, and 7 pm. Vesuvio Restau-
rant [7305 Third Ave. between 73rd 
and 74th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
238–6500]. 

SUICIDE GIRLS BLACKHEART BUR-
LESQUE: The geeky strip show fea-
tures tributes to Star Wars, Donnie 
Darko, A Clockwork Orange, and 
more. $30 ($25 in advance). 9 pm. 
Music Hall of Williamsburg [66 N. 
Sixth St. between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
486–5400], www.musichallofwil-
liamsburg.com. 

TUES, OCT. 27
BROOKLYN JEWISH HALL OF FAME: 

The Brooklyn Jewish Historical Initia-
tive inducts the fi rst 10 people into 
the Brooklyn Jewish Hall of Fame. 
Introduced by Borough President 
Adams. Free. 5:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pierrepont St. 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, OCT 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS BOSTON BRUINS: $90–$800. 
7:30 pm.

SUN, OCT 25
FOOD, TAPPED — THE ULTIMATE 

CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL: $39. 
Noon and 5 pm.

MON, OCT 26
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS CALGARY FLAMES: $50–
$1,000. 7 pm.

WED, OCT 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

CHICAGO BULLS: $89–$4,000. 
7:30 pm.

THU, OCT 29
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS CAROLINA HURRICANES: 
$50–$1,000. 7 pm.

SUN, NOV 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN HOCKEY 

PRESENTS — NOTRE DAME VS 
UCONN;  ARMY VS. BENTLEY: 
$20–$157. 11:15 am.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Vote and be entered 
for a chance to win 
an iPad Mini, 
Broadway Tickets, 
and more!

VOTING NOW OPEN
gaycitynews.nyc/bestofgaycity2015

2nd Annual Readers’ Choice 

FREE 3-DAY CRUNCH PASS WHEN YOU REGISTER TO VOTE

highlighting the very best 
our city has to offer!

SHOP
AT HOME

Serving the Five Boroughs and  
New Jersey over 70 years! 

FREE DELIVERY IN THE TRISTATE AREA AND PENNSYLVANIA

Call or email your make
and model for the
BEST PRICES!

 Harry is 
 still wild 

 after 
 70 years!

 AIR CONDITIONER 
 SPECIALIST

 718-496-2272
 732-616-2822
 718-236-5150 HarrysDiscount@yahoo.com

 FREE
 HOME DELIVERY

 BUILDERS  BUILDERS  BUILDERS 
 WELCOMED WELCOMED WELCOMED

Acting as a for profi t organization. Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal 
contribution to society, if paid in full today we 

will include the cost of the crematory.

($995 Society’s Service Fee)

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Follow the leader: The New York Islanders will dance past 
the Carolina Hurricanes at Barclays Center on Oct. 29.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Saturday October 24 
&  Sunday October 25

11 am – 5 pm   
Enjoy this Spooktacular 
Event with Wildlife

Witch Shows, Bat Chats, 
Spooky Barn & More! 

For more information visit 
prospectparkzoo.com

Great rates like ours are always in season.

* New money only. APY effective September 23, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature 
withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark 

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

18-Month CD

1.15%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

139 Smith Street in Cobble Hill/Boerum Hill
347-987-3194

Enjoy Delicious Desserts in Our Backyard Garden

BROOKLYN 
BAKERY

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hey are fresh on the boat!

A Greenpoint theater troupe 
will take to the waves this week-

end with an adaptation of Herman Mel-
ville’s “Moby-Dick” — performing 
the whale tale on a Red Hook barge. 
The inaugural show from the Thread-
bare Theater Workshop, titled “Or, the 
Whale” will use the nearly 100-year-
old barge to provides a unique level 
of realism for a play set in the watery 
parts of the world, says the compa-
ny’s artistic director.

“The barge is so beautiful,” said 
Kate Russell. “It’s already floating, 
it’s already on the water, and it cap-
tures a lot of that whaling essence 
for us.”

The old boat in question is the last 
surviving example of a wooden rail-
road barge, according to Captain Da-
vid Sharps, owner of Threadbare’s new 
venue, the Lehigh Valley Barge. Now, 
the vessel serves as a museum and 
sometimes stage venue. The Thread-
bare company, which first  gave the 
show a dry-dock reading last April , 
will use the entire barge as an immer-
sive stage for its upcoming adapta-
tion, according to Russell.

“The audience will be experiencing 
the play from all angles,” she said. 

Melville’s 600-page epic about mad 
Captain Ahab’s quest to kill the white 
whale who chomped off his leg has 
been slimmed down to a performance 
of about an hour, says Russell. But 
the show retains some of the author’s 
infamous dissertations on the vari-
ous minutiae of 19th century whal-
ing vessels, including a notoriously 
lengthy chapter in which the author 
describes a specific type of rope, the 
whale-line, along with its function 
and how it differs from other such 
hempen cords. Russel says that the 
adaptation distills some of Melville’s 
less thrilling chapters into asides, in 
which protagonist Ishmael breaks the 
fourth wall and explains various as-
pects of whaling that are relevant to 
the story.

“I have not kept his dissertations, 
but I have kept Ishmael to confide in 
the audience and let them in on those 
secrets and history of whaling,” said 
Russell. “He’s always checking in.”

The barge is no whaling ship, lack-
ing the tryworks, hempen rope, har-
poons, and other grim implements so 

lovingly detailed in Melville’s dark 
epic. But Threadbare, true to its name, 
plans on making do with the bare ne-
cessities, Russell explained.

“The mission of Threadbare is 
to illuminate epics in a simple way 
through the magic of resourceful sto-
rytelling,” she said. 

A center beam that supports the ceil-
ing will serve as the main mast of the 
whaling ship, and you can bet your 
bottom dollar that old Captain Ahab 
will spur his crew on towards the hunt 
for the white whale by nailing a golden 
doubloon into it, Russell said. 

And the production’s cast of eight 

will work hard to a accommodate a 
whole boat-load of characters, wear-
ing many hats once the show starts 
— literally.

“In the spirit of Threadbare, the 
actors change their hats and dialect 
and become someone else,” said 
Russell.

What a whale of a tale
‘Moby-Dick’ adaptation performs on the water

Don’t call him Ishmael: Actor Paul Terzerbach plays the sailor Flask in a theatrical adaptation of 
“Moby-Dick” performing on a barge in Red Hook this weekend.
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“Or, the Whale” at the Water-
front Barge Museum (290 Con-
over St. between Reed Street 
and the waterfront in Red Hook, 
threadbare.brownpapertickets.
com]. $18. Oct. 23–24 at 7:30 pm, 
Oct. 25 at 2 pm.

T H E AT E R
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4 INSANELY TALENTED ACTORS, 150 ROLES
100 BREAKNECK MINUTES OF SHEER THEATRICAL FUN 

FOR EVERYONE FROM 9 TO 99
ALL MEZZANINE SEATS $39!    

39STEPSNY.COM
TICKETMASTER 877.250.2929 
UNION SQUARE THEATRE  100 EAST 17TH ST.

“ABSURDLY ENJOYABLE!     
  

  DELIGHTFULLY DIZZY...  
     

  VIRTUOSIC...GALLANT 

  AND GIGGLY!”

      
      

   -B
en Brantley, The New York Times

BROADWAY’S TONY® WINNING

HIT COMEDY!
HITCHCOCK MADE HILARIOUS!

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn Paper 
every Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
The Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us 
on Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook 
at Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

Brooklyn mayd Power Sports
Yamaha, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Honda, Areins, Generac and more! 857 Broadway,

 Brooklyn, NY 11206 
(b/t Park Ave & Locust St )347-425-7950

J   M   Z   Myrtle Ave.

Discounts on all overseas orders!erserseas orderreerrse rde s!

ASERVICE  ASALES  APARTS FOR ALL 

Brooklyn
(b/t Park

J    

OORR AALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

SPECIAL PRICES 
ON SNOWBLOWERS

SPECIALS ON GENERATORS

at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

DANCE, CONSTELLATION: 
This dance tribute to trum-
peter Roy Campbell, Jr., 
and to a total eclipse of 
the moon. $15–20. 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

WED, OCT. 28
COMEDY, WHAT ARE YOU 

AFRAID OF?: Mara Wilson 
hosts this storytelling show 
about your deepest fears. 
With Morgan Pielli, Katrin 
Higher, and Selena Cop-
pock. $10 ($8 in advance). 
8 pm. Over the Eight (594 
Union Ave. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.overtheeight.com. 

SPOOKY MANSION: Get 
lost inside The Wild Honey 
Pie’s multi-room Halloween 
warehouse, with perfor-
mances, crazy installations, 
Halloween drink specials 
and more! $45. 8 pm. The 
Paper Box [17 Meadow St. 
between Waterbury and 
Bogart streets in Bushwick, 
(917) 612–7435], spooky-
mansion.thewildhoneypie.
com. 

THURS, OCT. 29
MUSIC, THE INFAMOUS 

STRINGDUSTERS, 
HORSESHOES & HAND 
GRENADES: $20 ($15 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

TALK, HOW TO BUILD A FIRE:
Storytellers interpret the 
theme “The Art of Losing” 
however they choose. Free. 
8 pm. Open Source Gal-
lery [306 17th St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

FRI, OCT. 30
SHADOW PUPPET STAGE: 

Vintage subway cars be-
come the stage for this fun 
puppet show. For children 
5 and older. Free with mu-
seum admission. 1:30 pm. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

ART, “VIS-A-VIS” OPENING 
RECEPTION: Photogra-
phers Todd Thomas and 
Charles Grogg document 
inanimate objects. Free. 
6–9 pm. Anthony Philip Fine 
Art (56 Bogart St between 
Grattan Street and Harrison 
Place in Bushwick), www.an-
thonyphilipfi neart.com. 

COMEDY, EUGENE MIRMAN: 
The Park Slope comedian 
celebrates the release of 
his nine-volume comedy 
LP “I’m Sorry (You’re Wel-
come)”. $25. 8:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

SAT, OCT. 31
MUSIC, RINGO STARR AND 

HIS ALL STARR BAND: $65. 
8 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

KIDS’ HALLOWEEN PARADE: 
Terrifying tykes show off 
their costumes. Free. Noon. 
Carroll Park (Carroll Street 
between Smith and Court 
streets in Carroll Gardens).

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

By the Butcher of Flatbush 
Avenue Extension
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his horror show is light on 
fright.

The new Halloween play 
“The Ride Inspector’s Nightmare,” 
playing in Coney Island until Nov. 
1, is creepy, crass, and good for a 
couple of chuckles. 

The immersive play — writ-
ten and directed by Dick Zigun, 
founder of Coney Island USA — 
invites visitors to the retirement 
party for Patty McKay, an inspec-
tor of amusement park rides. The 
character, drunken and crooked but 
essentially well-meaning, recounts 
some of his most sordid experi-
ences on the job, including grisly 
crashes and a dismemberment on 

the Cyclone rollercoaster — there’s 
a reason they tell you to keep your 
arms inside the car!

McKay is portrayed by comedian 
and “vocal cartoonist” Zero Boy, 
who narrates the stories and pro-
vides sound effects for the screech-
ing tires and roller coasters cars 
needed for each story. He also im-
provises some of the show’s big-
gest laughs by riffing off of mem-
bers of the audience. The theater’s 
small space lets each actor banter 
with the audience during the the 
show’s humorous moments, which 
are considerably stronger than its 
darker depths.

The hour-long show moves like 
a roller-coaster on the downslope, 
so each morbid moment gets only 
a short amount of time. The show 
suffers from the rapid pace, trying 
to cover so much ground that each 
vignette is barely established before 

it is gone. And despite the show’s 
abundance of sexual and linguis-
tic profanity, it skimps on the blood 
and gore, making the gruesome sub-
ject matter comes off as somewhat 
toothless.

The show’s dizzying pace and its 
wild swings between humor and hor-
ror make for an incoherent but of-
ten charming production. “The Ride 
Inspector’s Nightmare” may not be 
worth a trip to Coney Island on its 
own, but if you visit the seaside resort, 
grabbing a beer or five and setting up 
on the sideshow bleachers would be 
a fine way to cap off the day. 

“The Ride Inspector’s Night-
mare” at Coney Island USA [1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in Co-
ney Island, (718) 372–5159, www.
coneyisland.com]. Oct 23–24 at 8 
pm, Oct. 25 at 6 pm; Oct. 28–29  
at 8 pm, Oct. 30–31 at 8 pm and 
10 pm, and Nov. 1 at 6 pm. $15.

A bumpy Ride
Play at amusement park 
dizzies but doesn’t dazzle

Bumper spar: “The Ride Inspector’s Nightmare,” starring comedian Zero Boy (left) as the 
titular inspector, is less bloody than this scene implies. The show plays through Nov. 1.
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S ince lately there’s almost 
no aspect of childhood 
that isn’t bewailed, it 

should come as no surprise 
that the existence of “recess 
consultants” is evidence to 
many that the apocalypse is 
at hand. 

But it isn’t. Despite arti-
cles, editorials, and Tweets 
like, “Oh good dear sweet God 
in heaven, save us from our-
selves,” the consultants do not 
strike me as helicoptering kill-
joys. And I say that as the 
founder of Free-Range Kids, 
the entire movement devoted 
to more freedom and less adult 
supervision of kids.

How does that square with 
a program that places young 
adults outside at recesses 
across the country — includ-
ing 30 schools in New York 
State — teaching kids how to 
play some age-old games? 

It is because I think of 
Playworks, which trains and 
provides these consultants, as 
something akin to Lady Bird 
Johnson.

What?
Lady Bird Johnson was 

Pres. Lyndon Johnson’s wife 
and she had a pet cause: Wild-
flowers. Thanks to develop-
ment and pollution, these were 
dying out. So she set about 

deliberately planting some 
of the wildflowers that were 
disappearing. In other words, 
she used completely artificial 
means to bring back the nat-
ural landscape. 

That’s what the Playworks 
coaches are doing. They are 
artificially reviving a natural 
part of childhood that has been 
dying out: Playing. 

I have no idea who taught 
me kickball as a kid. But there 
was a game of it in front of my 
suburban house every night, so 
I just kind of absorbed it. Who 
taught me four square? Hop-
scotch? Jacks? Chinese jump 
rope? Who taught me “Miss 
Mary Mack, Mack, Mack – 
All dressed in black, black, 
black?” Or even the dou-
ble-Dutch rhyme, “Cinder-
ella, dressed in yella – Went 
downtown to meet her fella – 
On the way her girdle busted 
– How many people were dis-
gusted?”

I may be middle-aged, but 
even when I was a kid, girdles 
were on their way out. Way out. 
Which means that the rhymes 
I was learning came from long 
ago, handed down from older 
sister to younger, to neighbor, 
to kid down the block.

Until there were no kids 
playing on the block any-

more. 
One recent study found 

that the number of kids ages 
9–13 playing outside, unsu-
pervised, for even one hour a 
week is six percent. The num-
ber of kids walking to school is 
about 11 percent. So all those 
games, rules, and songs we 
learned by osmosis are not be-
ing learned by an entire gen-
eration of kids. We may like 
to think of play as innate, but 
what’s innate is the desire to 
play. It isn’t innate to come up 
with the rules of four square, 
or a rhyme about a wardrobe 
malfunction. Those are things 
handed down from generation 
to generation.

When they’re not, it is like 
a lost language. If a parent 
speaks Spanish, but not to her 
kids, the kids don’t automat-
ically learn it. Likewise, just 
because we all knew how to 
organize a game of “Mother 

May I?” doesn’t mean today’s 
kids will, if they haven’t been 
taught by the older kids, or 
even just watched them play 
it.

Enter the Playworks 
coaches. They are trying to 
bring back childhood games 
because those games were not 
coming back on their own.

I was invited to a Playworks 
conference at Columbia few 
years back, because I, too, had 
ridiculed them. Then the or-
ganization’s founder, Jill Via-
let, told her story. She’d come 
to an Oakland, Calif., school 
to talk about starting an art 
program. But when the prin-
cipal emerged from her of-
fice trailed by three 9-year-old 
boys who looked like they’d 
just been chewed out, she 
snapped at Jill, “You know 
what I really need? I need 
someone to fix recess.”

Too many of the kids 

weren’t playing. With no ex-
perience in organizing their 
own games, or solving the in-
evitable conflicts, the kids re-
sorted to an even more basic 
behavior: They walloped each 
other. And got in trouble. And 
started to think of themselves 
as bad kids.

So Jill decided to see if 
she could bring back some 
of her childhood — the fun 
she’d had playing every day 
after school. 

Lady Bird re-seeded the 
hills with wildflowers. Play-
works is trying to re-seed the 
playgrounds with joy. 

Their goal is to let the kids 
take over, once they learn some 
games, and some quick tech-
niques for solving conflicts, 
like “Rock-Paper-Scissors.” 

As far as I can tell, Play-
works is not about micro-
managing recess, or forcing 
participation, or insisting “Ev-
erybody wins!” It’s about giv-
ing kids back that precious 
thing we took away from them: 
time with their friends outside, 
on their own, learning games 
as old as girdles.

And probably older. 
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

Care is best when it’s 
close to your home.

If you live in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn,  
Staten Island, Westchester County or Long Island,  
CenterLight Healthcare is there for you.

17 CenterLight Healthcare facilities means care is  
close to you 
Our services include medical care, social activities and 
rehabilitation at neighborhood settings where the focus is on 
 you. Our health care teams give you the care you need, when 
 you need it and where you need it. Even if it’s in your home.

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 
1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

MKT 03012015

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 
1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

CenterLightHealthcare.org

My hardest job as a 
parent is learning 
how not to parent. 

I have men, or near-men, 
living in my house. Because 
they were once little beans 
growing inside of me, I some-
how still believe I can pick 
things out of their hair, or pop 
things on their chin, or pat 
their butts as they walk by. 
I somehow believe I can de-
cide things for them. 

Um, I can’t do any of these 
things, not always, maybe not 
ever. 

What is so, so, so, so hard 
— probably way harder than 
changing even the most dis-
gusting corn-filled diaper — 
is letting go. Ceding control 
is not my strong suit, nor 
is shutting my mouth. Nei-
ther action comes naturally 
to me. And so I am learning 
the hard way. 

My younger one is more 
forceful with his need for 
independence. He will swat 
away my hand when I go to 
touch him, or swivel out from 
under my intended kiss. I have 
to be careful to make even the 
slightest suggestion for fear 
he will take it as telling him 
what to do and immediately 
say “No,” when he might re-
ally want to say “Yes.” 

I just try to smile and laugh 
it off. I remember being the 
same stubborn way. I could 
do things myself, I could 
stand on my own two feet, I 
didn’t need anyone, least not 
my mom. 

Ha. Of course, they need 
me when they need me, like 
when their throat starts to feel 
sore, or they can’t find their 
baseball socks, same as I was 
with my parents. But that is 
natural, I think. I just have 
to gently remind them that 
I am human also, a human 
with feelings and needs, and 
that sometimes their rebuffs 
can feel a bit mean, especially 
when they would like me to 

happily do things for them. 
It is a funny thing, living 

in a house with four people 
who all pretty much act in-
dependently, coming and go-
ing with different schedules, 
interacting, but not always. It 
is a whole new world. 

The other morning, one of 
the boys had a stain on his 
shirt. He looked cool any-
way — wearing a hat and a 
little bit of a swagger — so 
I shut my mouth. I actually 
didn’t say what I saw, or my 
opinion that he might want 
to change. It seemed a small 
thing, but it was a big thing 
for me to learn to hold my 
tongue and remember it re-
ally didn’t matter. 

I might have said some-
thing about the spot, and he 
would decide not to change but 
he’d think about it all day and 
feel a little less cool. Or he’d 
change but then not like what 
he was wearing as much, and 
maybe he’d be late for school. 
What was the point of my say-
ing anything? I asked myself 
the question before I blurted 
out what I saw, and what I 
thought he should do, and, 
amazingly, the world went 
on just as before. He went to 
school with a small stain. Ev-
erybody was fine. 

Same with the odd pimple 
that creeps up on one or an-
other of the boys’ faces. I am 
trying not to point them out 
and make a fuss. I am trying 
not to say the standard, “Oh, 
teenage pimples. You’re going 
to get pimples, just wait.” I’m 
trying to let them go through 
what they go through with-

out the constant prying, la-
beling, and controlling of 
their mother who, although 
she might mean well, is just 
way too worried about every 
small detail that really doesn’t 
matter in the end. 

Look, I’m trying. My bent 

is to give them a full body 
scan morning and night and 
pick at them like a monkey 
does to her young, pruning 
and perfecting these little be-
ings that came out of me, who 
are here because of me. But the 
cord was cut a while back, I’m 
afraid. They are solidly their 
own super humans, and I am 
trying to just enjoy watching 
them be who they are with-
out the constant imprint of 
my many opinions. 

I am opinionated. Very. 
But, see, I’m me and they are 
they. I can listen and watch, 
and offer a few thoughts on 

things they’re trying to de-
cide. But the decisions will 
be theirs, now and moving 
forward. They are going to 
make choices that fit who 
they are. They are going to 
make mistakes figuring who 
they are, but those mistakes 
will be necessary footprints 
on their path, just like the 
ones I had to make in the 
earth, just like the ones ev-
eryone makes.

Smile, nod, say “I love you” 
a lot, these are the things I 
am trying to do most these 
days for peace and harmony 
in my house of men.

Learning when to bite my tongue
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Kick the can! Old games to try

By Lenore Skenazy

In the fi ght
From left, Community 
News Group vice-presi-
dent of advertising Ralph 
D’Onofrio, president Jen 
Goodstein, Nancy Colt, 
senior representative for 
community engagement 
for the American Cancer 
Society in Brooklyn and 
Staten Island, and Cou-
rier publisher Cliff Lus-
ter celebrate the pro-
ceeds from our Oct. 2 
Pink Paper issue, which 
was donated to the 
American Cancer Soci-
ety to raise awareness 
for breast cancer. The second annual Pink issue, 
which was printed on pink paper, featured stories 
honoring volunteers in Brooklyn, Queens, Manhat-
tan, and the Bronx, whose hard work and sacrifice 
makes an extraordinary difference in the lives of 
those fighting breast cancer.
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ur best scoops come from you, our loyal readers. You told us how much you enjoyed our inaugural “pink paper” issue last year to commemorate Breast Can-cer Awareness Month, and asked us to make it an annual print tra-dition. 
We are delighted to oblige, with a focus this year on vol-

unteers. They 
are the unsung 

heroes whose efforts behind the scenes are instrumen-tal in turning tragedy into triumph for millions of Ameri-cans every year. These selfless in-dividuals, families, community groups, schools, and corporations toil diligently and mostly without fanfare — sometimes 

around the clock — to do their part in help-ing to conquer a potentially killer disease that will claim the lives of 40,000 women and 440 men before the year ends, accord-ing to the American Cancer Society.The good news is:

cancer survivors in the United States to-day.

female invasive breast cancer patients has jumped from 75 percent in the mid-1970s to 90 percent today. The strides can be attributed in no small measure to the ordinary people who rise to the extraordinary occasion, demonstrat-ing time and again the incredible strength and power of unity when affliction strikes. Breast Cancer Awareness Month is an op-portunity for us at Community News Group to praise altruists of all stripes, share some of their stories, and herald them for com-

mandeering the spirit needed to aid and support the stricken on their difficult jour-ney to good health. 
Like most people, my husband and I have had friends and family who have battled cancer, including a close friend who has survived three bouts with breast cancer. Anyone who has watched the im-pact of this terrible disease on sufferers and their loved ones understands the ur-gent need to find a cure. We hope our second annual “pink pa-per” publications and their inspirational stories about our common human desire to help others will encourage our read-ers to volunteer in their communities, in order to give breast cancer patients the hope and support they urgently need and deserve.

Jennifer GoodsteinPresident, Community News Group

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

By Shavana AbruzzoThe Brooklyn Paper
Big-hearted volunteers have been the heart and soul of our nation since the early colonists helped each other plant crops and survive in the New World. Here are some local vollies who go the extra mile for breast can-cer patients:

Annette Thomas
Brooklyn Development Cen-ter worker Annette Thomas was a cancer warrior long before she became a cancer survivor, put-ting her best foot forward in the American Cancer Society’s Mak-ing Strides Walk for more than 

esophageal cancer during a rou-
“I was called back to the doctor’s office to hear the dreaded words — you have cancer!” says the Ca-

the disease within a year through surgery and chemotherapy.The close brush with death gave her a new lease on life, and renewed her desire to keep volunteering.“It is an exhilarating feeling to know I fought cancer and won!” says Thomas, who plans to walk with family and friends in the Mak-ing Strides fund-raiser at Prospect 
She is more than happy to walk the walk.
“I am so blessed in my life on a daily basis, so volunteerism is only a small token of my appre-ciation for what I receive,” said Thomas. “We should help out in any area to make the world a bet-ter place.”

Diane Greene
Clinton Hill resident Diane Greene, 71, enjoys robust health — she bikes, skis, roller blades, and goes dancing each week.“I am thankful that my body works and that I can use it — it’s a gift and I appreciate that,” says 
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(Left to right) Canarsie cancer survivor Annette Thomas will put her best foot forward this year — as she has done for 

decades — to help raise money for a cure. American Cancer Society volunteer cosmetologist Diane Greene helps cancer 

patients regain their self-esteem with free makeup and wig-styling workshops. Team leader Sheryl Phillip, left, boosts a 

group of “Sheryl’s Warriors” during last year’s cancer walk at Prospect Park.
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the retired aesthetician, who be-gan volunteering three years ago with the American Cancer Soci-ety’s Look Good, Feel Better, and Wig Styling programs.Greene worked for 30 years at Bloomingdales, Elizabeth Arden, and other top-tier establishments, counting celebrities among her cli-ents, but these days she finds ful-fillment in helping cancer patients look and feel their best with free makeup and wig-styling lessons at medical facilities.“Appearance is everything to a woman,” says Greene, who vol-unteers at Hematology Oncology Associates in Midwood and the Brooklyn Hospital Center in Fort Greene. “We are all hard-wired to appreciate beauty, and people re-act to you in a kinder way when you look nice.”
Women who have never worn makeup before become devotees after a brush with Greene’s ex-pertise.

to kick breast cancer to the curb — using 1,400 pairs of steel-nerved feet.
Team leader Sheryl Phillip’s 700-strong squad of foot soldiers has raised $10,000 — and count-ing! — for research through the Making Strides Walk, in a dream come true for the East Flatbush res-ident, 39, who two years ago was battling a rare and aggressive form of breast cancer that tore through her chest like wildfire.“I went from being in Stage 1 to Stage 3B in six weeks,” says Phil-lip, who survived grueling che-motherapy, surgery, and radiation, afterwards pledging to become a volunteer with the American Can-cer Society. “I made a promise to myself that when I got better, I would help someone else as those before me did.”

The youngest of Sheryl’s War-riors is 5 years old and the oldest 
shoulder in their mission.

“We have all been touched by this disease, and are walking for someone we love,” says Phillip, who will lead her warriors in the Prospect Park trek.Volunteers are integral to the healing, she claims.“People with cancer don’t like to ask for help,” says Phillip, who participated in case studies and clinical trials during her treatment. “But we need help, preparing meals and taking care of ourselves, and just knowing that someone is there and willingly helping you is such a relief.”
The anti-cancer drug she takes every day was made possible in part through the fund-raising ef-forts of volunteers, she says.“I would not be here today, if it wasn’t for monies raised by others for research,” states Phillip, whose success story is the best pill of all. “It feels wonderful to be a survi-vor, knowing that I have won this battle makes me feel great!” 

“You do their eyelashes, put some color on them, and they be-gin to smile again,” she says. “It really transforms them.”A breast cancer patient in her early 50s was so moved by her stunning new look that she hand-made Greene a pair of scarves in appreciation.

“She said I had done something nice for her and she wanted to do the same for me,” she says. “It made me really happy.”A world in turmoil is all the more reason to help one another, said Greene, who has participated in breast cancer walks and provided free make up for opera singers.

“As humans we should be help-ing, not hurting each other,” she says. “The success of mankind is that man has always reached out to help other humans, that’s how we’ve progressed.”
Sheryl Phillip

“Sheryl’s Warriors” are rarin’ 

By Shavana Abruzzofor The Brooklyn Paper
Volunteers of all ages and walks of life fuel and energize the American Cancer Society, donating their time and skills to help eradicate a disease that has claimed so much from so many. 

Here are some ways to give the greatest gift of all — your-

self — to help someone bat-tling cancer:
Road to Recovery re-cruits volunteer drivers who use their own personal vehicles to drive cancer patients to and from treatment and other can-cer-related appointments. You 

and have a current, valid driv-er’s license, proof of automo-

bile insurance, and own a safe and reliable vehicle.Look Good, Feel Better provides free cosmetics, and make-up and wig-styling les-sons to women dealing with the aesthetic side effects of che-motherapy. Volunteer hairstyl-ists, aestheticians, makeup art-ists, nail technicians, and other See CANCER  on page 4
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By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

Read ’em and eat!
A Greenpoint poet and 

cook is whisking her literary 
and culinary passions together 
with a new Huron Street book-
store that only sells publica-
tions about food.

“I always knew that I 
wanted a bookstore, then I 
became obsessed with food,” 
said Paige Lipari, who opened 
Archestratus Books and 
Foods at Manhattan Avenue 
earlier this month. “I thought, 
‘How do I incorporate these 
two things?’ ” 

In addition to a menu of 
cookbooks, food zines, and 
edible-related fiction and po-
etry, Lipari is dishing up a side 

serving of pastries inspired by 
her Sicilian heritage at a cafe 
space in the back of the store 
and will start serving up full 
Sicilian dinners on Thursday 
nights beginning Oct. 22. 

Lipari, who grew up in 
Carroll Gardens and now lives 
down the street from her shop, 
said she gained a new appre-
ciation for the flavors of her 
homeland on a teenage trip to 
visit her Sicilian relatives, and 
has been a passionate home 
cook ever since. 

But until now, her profes-
sional life has been entirely 
dedicated to the written word 
— she worked at a handful of 
legendary Manhattan book-
stores from a young age, in-
cluding McNally Jackson and 

Idlewild Books, and was an 
editor at literary magazine 
A Public Space. 

In the future, she plans to 
host book clubs, author talks, 
and cooking classes — both her 
own and others’ — at Arches-
tratus. But most of all, she wants 
to host local foodies, who she 
hopes will hang around at her 
store to chew the fat.

“I really do see it as a 
community space,” she said. 
“Good food is supposed to el-
evate the conversation, so I’m 
hoping there’s a lot of conver-
sation that happens.”

Archestratus Books 
and Foods [160 Huron St. 
at Manhattan Avenue in 
Greenpoint, (718) 349–7711, 
www.archestrat.us]. 

Eat your words!
New G’point bookstore serves food lit

Cook and poet Paige Lipari is serving up Sicilian treats and food-themed books 
at her new Greenpoint bookstore and cafe Archestratus Books and Foods.
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By Harry MacCormack
The Brooklyn Paper

Call it a tower play.
The developer of the former 

Long Island College Hospi-
tal campus is now threatening 
to add a dormitory for hun-
dreds of college students to 
the controversial luxury hous-
ing complex it plans to build 
on the site if it is unable to re-
zone the land so it can erect 
an even more lucrative high-
rise there.

Fortis Property Group un-
veiled the change to its design 
this week, which Cobble Hill 
civic leaders — who have been 
negotiating with the developer 
for months to change the de-
sign to something neighbors 
don’t hate — say it was to-
tally unexpected and comes 
as a massive blow.

“We were absolutely 
shocked and astounded,” 
said Buzz Doherty, vice 
president of neighborhood 
group the Cobble Hill As-
sociation. “The community 
remains very unhappy with 
their behavior.”

Fortis, which  inked a 
$240-million deal for the 
property  in June last year, 
 first unveiled two plans for 
the site in May this year . One 
so-called “as-of-right” design 
— which means it complied 
with existing zoning laws and 
could be built right now — 
that included several high-
rises towering over the his-
toric neighborhood. And a 
second plan that contained 
more units and would require 
rezoning approval from the 

Here come the co-eds!
LICH developer threatens to add dorms to high-rises

are “one of the community fa-
cility uses we are exploring” 
but that the company remains 
committed to pushing the re-
zoning plan.

“We continue to believe our 
rezoning plan, which would 
include affordable and senior 
housing, a new public school 
and increased park space, is a 
great alternative for the neigh-
borhood,” said spokesman 
James Yolles.

But the civic leaders say the 
developer’s patience seems to 
be wearing thin, and it may 
wash its hands of the rezoning 
fight altogether if the dorm 
scheme proves to be more than 
an idle threat.

Fortis didn’t share its new 
plans with Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope), who 
had been orchestrating the 
community consultation pro-
cess, until last week. And it 
claims the dorms could gen-
erate enough extra cash to 
make up for the extra hous-
ing units it would lose, Do-
herty said.

“They do not seem as com-
mitted to the rezoning as they 
had before,” said Doherty. 
“With the addition of that stu-
dent housing, the difference 
in financial gain from the as-
of-right plan to the [rezoning] 
plan is much smaller.”

Ultimately, the developer 
doesn’t need the community’s 
support for the rezoning, how-
ever — it needs to convince 
the City Planning Commis-
sion, Council members, and 
Mayor DeBlasio. And Hiz-
zoner, at least, is backing 
the plan that will bring be-
low-market housing, accord-
ing to  a Wall Street Journal 
report. 

The Cobble Hill Associ-
ation says it will host block 
meetings next week to dis-
cuss the latest developments 
with residents.

city, but with towers set back 
a bit farther away from lo-
cal brownstones, plus some 
below-market-rate units, 
a school, retail stores, and 
more green space.

The developer  indicated  at 
the time that the first plan was 
not its preference, but that it 
would go ahead with it — tak-
ing all of the goodies with it 
— if the already lengthy re-
zoning process turns into a 
prolonged battle.

But residents didn’t take 

the bait and continued to rail 
against both designs, and this 
week Fortis unveiled  a new 
website  showcasing the re-
vised plans, which include ad-
ditional eight-story and six-
story “community facilities” 
for the as-of-right schema that 
the developer says it may turn 
into student housing for an un-
named university that could 
add as many as 800 additional 
residents to the complex, ac-
cording to the Cobble Hill As-
sociation’s head honcho. 

The dorms would be an 
even bigger burden in a de-
velopment that will already 
bring too many new people to 
the neighborhood, she said. 

“The continued opinion of 
the community is both plans 
are too high and too dense,” 
said association president 
Laurel Burr, who said For-
tis sprung the new plans on 
the group last week. “And now 
a dorm — that’s an awful lot 
of density on its own.”

A Fortis rep said the dorms 

The developer’s “as-of-right” design for the Long Island College Hospital site, 
which now features two new buildings that it may use for college dorms.
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By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

They’ve tried protests, 
they’ve tried lawsuits — and 
now they’re turning to car-
tography. 

The neighbors of a Wil-
liamsburg homeless shelter 
are attempting to dissuade 
the city from dumping doz-
ens of sex offenders in the ref-
uge by drawing up a map of 

Off the charts
Neighbors creating map 
to keep sex offenders out

all the places they work, rest, 
and play nearby to show the 
area is already home to a thriv-
ing community that would be 
threatened by the influx.

“This is not an industrial 
wasteland,” said local busi-
ness-owner Jen Durbin  on 
the Facebook group of the 
newly-formed North Brook-
lyn Neighborhood Alliance . 
“It’s our home.”

The coalition will map 
out the lofts, businesses, stu-
dios, and public spaces that 

sit within a 10-minute walk 
from the Peter Jay Sharp Cen-
ter for Opportunity at Porter 
and Johnson avenues, where 
 the city is trying to send up 
to 50 homeless men convicted 
of sex crimes  on the grounds 
that it is one of the few such 
facilities in the five boroughs 
that is at least 1,000-feet away 
from parks and schools.

The group is divvying up 
slices of the neighborhood 
amongst each other, and mem-
bers will take 10-minute strolls 

from the door of the shelter 
along their designated areas to 
map any active spots like stu-
dios, restaurants, and day-care 
centers along the way, then lay 
them all out on the map with 
the help of an artist from the 
nearby Pratt Institute. 

The aspiring William 
Rands and Andrew McNallys 
concede the shelter does tech-
nically meet the 1,000-feet law 
— officially called the Sex-
ual Assault Reform Act — 
but claim the rule is a poor 

barometer of neighborhood 
activity.

“By portraying the reality 
of this neighborhood — which 
is full of families, full of 24-
hour businesses, full of young 
people — maybe they will de-
cide there is more criteria than 
just the SARA law in deter-
mining the best place for these 
dangerous people to be situ-
ated,” said Durbin, who owns 
Johnson Avenue event center 
1896 Studios and Stages three 
blocks from the shelter. 

The Porter Avenue shelter where the city wants to 
send up to 50 homeless sex offenders.
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