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Brooklyn Bridge Park has fired the 
engineering company behind the long-
shuttered Squibb Park Bridge and is su-
ing the firm to cover the costs of rede-
signing and repairing the span. 

Park operators filed a $3-million suit 
against design and engineering firm 
HNTB last Friday morning, claiming 
the company created an “inherently 
flawed” design that became “unsta-
ble” and “deformed,” then failed to fix 
it for more than 17 months.

“As a result of HNTB’s contractual 
and professional failures, the bridge had 
to be closed and repaired, at great cost to 
BBP and the public,” the suit reads.

The park  opened  the taxpayer-funded 
pathway — a bouncy bridge that con-
nects Brooklyn’s Front Yard and the 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade — in 
late 2012, but  fenced it off  in August 
2014 after it allegedly became unsta-
ble, giving pedestrians a little too much 
spring in their step.

Officials initially said the span — 
designed by famed engineer Ted Zoli 
— would be back in action in spring 
2015, but  repeatedly pushed back the 
opening date  while neighbors became 
frustrated by the delays and the park’s 
refusal to explain what was wrong and 
when it would return. 

Park honchos finally shed some 
light on the situation when announc-
ing the suit at a board meeting on Fri-
day morning.

The corporation has now promoted 
Arup Group — the engineering firm 
that was initially hired to review the 
bridge — to take over the repairs in 
conjunction with the city’s transporta-
tion department, said park bigwig Re-
gina Myer. 

It will take another six months for 
Arup to draw up its proposal to resus-
citate the footbridge, and the board will 
then have to vote on the new plans before 
work can begin, Myer said. The new re-
pairs are expected to cost $516,000.

But one local pol demanded more 
answers about what went wrong and 
when the bridge will return, slamming 
the corporation for its lack of transpar-
ency over the past year and a half.

“This community amenity is still 
closed and there is not a clear path to 
reopening it,” said state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D–Brooklyn Heights),  who 
has been pushing the park to offer an-
swers for months . “The lack of transpar-
ency over the time that this is outlined 
is also disturbing. It is critical we get 

Bridge Park fi res, sues Squibb Bridge creator

HARD BOUNCE

(Above) The Squibb Bridge to 
Brooklyn Bridge Park shortly be-
fore its opening in 2013. It closed 
in 2014 and has remained off-
limits ever since. (Left) MacArthur 
Genius awardee Ted Zoli, who 
designed the $4.9-million foot-
bridge, on site in 2012.
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assurance that this will change.” 
Myer claimed the semi-private park 

body cannot release more details due to 
the lawsuit, but said it will issue a report 
on the steps taken to ensure the bridge 
is safe upon its reopening. 

HNTB did not return a request for 
comment.P
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From front, Norman the dog, 11-year-old Jessie Principe, and 12-year-olds Piper McGraw and Mira 
Principe hit the slopes in Prospect Park on Saturday.
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By The Brooklyn Paper 
Snow Day Bureau
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about playing the angles!
Brooklynites skied, sledded, and 

snowboarded through the borough 
on Saturday, after Winter Storm Jo-
nas dumped 27 inches of snow on the 
borough.

Officials ordered drivers to stay off 
the roads during the day-long blizzard, 
but that didn’t stop Kings County adven-
turers from hitting the streets via alter-
nate modes of transportation in order to 
enjoy the fresh coating of powder.

The squall was New York’s second-
largest snowstorm on record, accord-
ing to the National Weather Service 
— just falling short of an epic white-
out in February 2006.

Williamsburg logged the highest 
snow haul in the borough, with the 
Service recording 29 inches there.

On with the snow!
Brooklyn shovels out from near-record blizzard

Mike Monaco, janitor at PS 107 in Park Slope, plows the basketball 
court. The storm dumped more than two feet on the borough.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They’re shoring it up!
A developer just bought Co-

ney Island’s long-neglected Shore 
Theater and plans to restore the 
90-year-old landmark to its for-
mer glory, a source close to the 
real-estate firm said.

“The people of Coney Island 
can start looking forward to an 
amazing theater,” the source 
said.

Jasmine Bullard, daughter of 
People’s Playground land baron 
Horace Bullard, sold the icon to 
Pye Properties for $20 million 

last week, the Coney Island Blog 
 first reported .

Representatives from Pye 
would neither confirm nor deny 
the sale, but it plans to announce 
the sale soon, according to our 
source.

The blog’s founder spoke with 
a manager at Pye, who said pro-
gramming will return the theater 
to its vaudeville roots.

“He said they want to bring it 
back to what it once was, which 
was live entertainment,” said Mi-
chael Quinn.

The rebirth bodes well for the 

SHORE THING
Developers buy landmarked 
Coney theater, plan revival

New owners Pye Properties will restore the long-lan-
guishing entertainment house.
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See SHORE  on page 4

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a trash-tag. 
A Park Slope school has been 

cultivating a permanent pile of 
garbage on its Fourth Street side-
walk for several years, and the 
mound of rubbish has become so 
notorious, there is now a Twitter 
account dedicated to document-
ing the sight — not to mention 
the smell.

“It stinks,” said the 25-year Park 
Slope resident behind the  Twitter 
handle Park Slope Pile , who spoke 
with the paper on the condition of 
anonymity. “It gets so big, cars run 
over bags blown off the pile.”

The social media watchdog 
posts regular photos of the pile out-
side the John Jay Educational Cam-
pus at Seventh Avenue — which 
houses the Secondary School for 
Law, the Secondary School for 
Journalism, Park Slope Collegiate, 
and Millennium Brooklyn High 
School — where janitors toss their 
detritus directly onto the street, 
according to locals.

The waste is usually dumped 
in plastic garbage bags, but of-
ten doesn’t stay that way, accord-
ing to one guy who lives directly 
across from the heap — the bags 
frequently rip open, covering the 
road in litter and sending streams 
of liquid “goo” flowing past the 
curb, he said.

Park Slope garbage pile so notorious it has dedicated Twitter account

Talking — and tweeting — trash

“Sometimes it’s food, and some-
times it’s flowing down the street 
as a bunch of mixed up goo,” said 
Stuart Warner, who has lived in the 
neighborhood since 1988.  

The school is allowed to leave 
bags of trash on the pavement on 

Tuesday and Friday evenings in 
anticipation of pickups the fol-
lowing day, said a Department 
of Sanitation spokeswoman. But 
neighbors say the putrid pyramid 
is basically perennial, and typi-
cally returns as quickly as it is 

hauled away. 
The pile is so persistent, it is 

also memorialized in other on-
line mediums — the scrap heap 
is visible in every Google Street 
View photo at the address dating 
back to 2007.

Neighbors claim complaints to 
the schools, 311, and other city 
agencies have not made a differ-
ence. 

One community leader says he 
worked with education and sanita-
tion officials two years ago to find 
an appropriate place for a dump-
ster outside the campus after field-
ing numerous complaints about 
the mound. But they couldn’t lo-
cate enough space for a trash re-
ceptacle, and so the pavement pile 
remains. 

“There just isn’t room for it,” 
said Community Board 6 district 
manager Craig Hammerman.

The situation is starting to smell 
like a double standard, say neigh-
bors — if a home or store dealt 
with their trash the same way, the 
sanitation department would lay 
down the law.  

“It shouldn’t be there just be-
cause it’s a school,” said Pete Col-
gan, who lives nearby on Fifth 
Street, and attended John Jay in 
the 1950s. “If it was me, or any-
body else, we’d get a ticket.”

A Department of Education 
spokeswoman said only that it 
would dedicate extra training, 
support, and resources to the 
schools’ custodial staff, and that 
the agency would work with san-
itation to address the neighbor-
hood’s concerns.

Park Slope resident and John Jay High School alumnus Pete Colgan says his former school 
needs to clean up its act, and that if it were anybody but a school, the offender would be 
getting fines aplenty for throwing trash on the street.
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TURN ON YOUR POWER
A Natural Approach To Living

In the care of Dr. Vincent Adamo... 

MAKE 2016 YOUR HEALTHIEST YEAR EVER!

Most Insurance Plans Accepted

 BACK PAIN 
 NECK PAIN 
 FOOT, KNEE, HAND, SHOULDER PAIN
 HEADACHES 
 SCOLIOSIS 
 DIABETES 
 FIBROMYALGIA
 ADD/ ADHD/ AUTISTIC DISORDER 
 SPORTS INJURIES
 NUTRITION &  LIFESTYLE EDUCATION 

Healthy & Pain Free

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Pkwy, Brooklyn NY 11209 718-921-5483

For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective January 19, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

60-Month CD

1.80%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Park Slope North 
Child Development Center

71 Lincoln Place  Brooklyn, NY 11217
(718) 638-4100

psnhoc@universitysettlement.org

Explore.    
Create.    
Engage. 

 Music and creative movement
 Rooftop playground & school gardens

 Bilingual staff, full-day & full-year

Enrollment for 2-4 year-olds 
NOW available! 

Tours on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it brown-stonewall-
ing.

A Boerum Hill civic group 
is mounting a campaign to ex-
pand the neighborhood’s his-
toric district in order to protect 
more of its charming 19th-
century row houses from 
the city’s impending upzon-
ing plans.

Mayor DeBlasio wants 
to loosen restrictions on the 
height and shape of new build-
ings in the area, which the res-
idents worry will encourage 
developers to raze the hand-
some old homes and erect 
new ones — forever chang-
ing the character of a neigh-
borhood they have a sworn 
duty to protect.

“Our job is to preserve 

Stoop to conquer
Boerum Hill wants to expand historic 
district to thwart mayor’s upzoning

Boerum Hill residents want to expand the neighborhood’s historic district to 
include this section of Bergen Street, between Nevins and Bond streets.
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the quality of life in Boerum 
Hill,” said Boerum Hill Asso-
ciation president Howard Ko-
lins, who lives in the proposed 
extension and presented the 
expansion plan at the group’s 
quarterly meeting last week. 
“We’re trying to extend the 
protections of the historic dis-
trict and create a mindset that 
preserves this unique, cen-
tury-old housing stock.”  

In the current historic dis-
trict — which encompasses 
around 250 houses in the area 
bounded by Hoyt, Nevins, Pa-
cific and Wyckoff streets — 
any new construction has to 
conform to the local lookbook, 
and get the okay of the city’s 
landmarks commission. 

The civic group wants to 
expand the landmarked region 
further towards Smith Street 
and down to Warren Street, 

roughly doubling its size.  
The city already  rezoned 

those areas in 2011  to impose 
strict height caps of five sto-
ries — seven stories in a few 
areas — and rules that new 
buildings have to sit flush with 
the neat row-houses that cur-
rently dominate the area.  

But under DeBlasio’s pro-
posal — part of his  grand plan  
to increase the city’s afford-
able housing stock — devel-
opers would be allowed to 
go an extra 15 feet, roughly 
a story and a half, taller in 
some areas if they include 
housing for old folks. 

The new rules would also 
allow builders to push new 
houses back from the street 
— ostensibly to accommo-
date courtyards and fancier 
facades, but residents worries 
the extra leeway will open the 

door to all sorts of crazy new 
designs that clash with the ex-
isting streetscape. 

“It was unclear and left open 
the possibility that a building 
could be extended in an un-
known way,” said Kolins.

The extension is some-
thing the group has wanted 
for years, Kolins says — 

even without DeBlasio’s 
changes, there is nothing 
currently stopping devel-
opers from knocking down 
the old houses, nor replacing 
them with modern designs 
and building materials. But 
the looming legislation has 
given residents and support-
ers renewed purpose.  

“It does make me nervous 
that this area doesn’t have 
landmarked protection” said 
Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Boerum Hill), who says he 
backs the expansion and will 
consider providing funds for 
the research needed to cre-
ate a compelling case for it 
to happen.

But it is unlikely that ev-
eryone in the area will be 
so enthusiastic, said one lo-

cal leader, because owning a 
landmarked home makes re-
modeling an expensive pain 
in the butt. 

“Making exterior reno-
vations to properties in his-
toric districts are more expen-
sive,” says Community Board 
2 district manager Rob Perris. 
“There are extra steps that you 
have … and that inherently 
builds in more time.”

But the civic group is de-
termined to try. Kolins said 
the next step is to meet with 
homeowners in the proposed 
expansion, then set about in-
vestigating and documenting 
the history of the buildings 
there, which it will eventu-
ally have to present to the lo-
cal community and the land-
marks commission. 

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

They just did it.
Athletic apparel empire 

Nike has opened a tempo-
rary indoor skate park in an 
abandoned Williamsburg car 
wash — meaning local skat-
ers can now ollie and kick-
flip their way through the 
dreary winter months while 
the city’s outdoor ramps are 
frozen over.

“We wanted to provide 
an opportunity for our skate 
community to continue to 
skate no matter the weather 
conditions,” said local com-
pany rep Joy Davis-Fair.

Skaters can book free ses-
sions at the Lorimer Street ga-
rage if they get to the website 
fast enough — only 10 skat-
ers are allowed in each ses-
sion, which are first-come, 
first-serve.

The depot, at Meeker Av-

Half-pipe dreams
Skate park opens in old W’burg car wash

enue, is a seasonal stand-
in for  the sprawling out-
door skate park the brand 
opened along the waterfront 
during the summer  — which 
will make a comeback af-

ter the cold-weather location 
shuts for good at the end of 
March.

Nike SB Garage (646 Lo-
rimer St. at Meeker Avenue, 
www.nikesbgarage.com). 

Long Island skater Allan Potter journeyed to Wil-
liamsburg to take advantage of the indoor ramps.
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

What in the blazes is go-
ing on?

The owner of a storage 
warehouse on the Williams-
burg waterfront that  went up 
in flames a year ago  recently 
filed a lawsuit against his ten-
ants, claiming they are at fault 
for the massive inferno. But 
neighbors and those who lost 
their possessions in the pyre 
say they’ve been asking fire 
authorities to explain what 
happened for months with 
no answers, and now they’re 
wondering what he knows that 
they don’t.

“I find it interesting that he 
is filing this suit right now,” 
said Steve Chesler, co-chair 
of activist group Friends of 
Bushwick Inlet Park, which 
has been fighting to transform 
the Kent Avenue property into 
parkland for years. “Maybe 
he has access to information, 
and hopefully that is going to 
come to light soon.”

Businessman Norm Brod-
sky, who was occupying two 
floors of an adjoining facil-
ity with his wife Elaine at the 
time of the fire, filed a $3-mil-
lion suit on Jan. 15 alleging 
that storage companies Citi-
postal — part of CitiStorage, 
which Brodsky helped found 
— and Recall Holdings are to 
blame for the blaze that de-

Warehouse owner sues CitiStorage over massive fi re

Firefighters battling the fire that engulfed the Citi-
Storage facility in Williamsburg last year.

Tempers still fl aring

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i
stroyed his home and cher-
ished belongings.

The suit  claims the tenants 
were responsible for maintain-
ing the space and so are lia-
ble for the destruction, though 
it does not outline how they 
neglected to take care of the 
property.

But this came as news to 
the other victims and local 
activists, who say they’ve 
been demanding the fire de-
partment release a report for 
months but only getting hot 
air in response.

Authorities first told Coun-
cilman Steve Levin’s (D–Wil-

liamsburg) office a report 
would be ready by the end 
of November, but have repeat-
edly pushed back the release 
date, said Chesler. The depart-
ment most recently projected 
it would be ready in mid-Jan-
uary, but missed that deadline 
too, according to a staffer in 
Levin’s office.

The people who lost stored 
paperwork in the inferno are 
now growing increasingly im-
patient as their efforts to settle 
simple claims over the docu-
ments keep getting stymied by 
the fire department’s silence, 
according to their lawyer.

“We find it extraordinary 
the fire department can’t come 
out with a report in less than 
a year,” said Jim Veach of the 
Mound Cotton law firm.

The department says only 
that it is still investigating the 
cause of the fire, and is unable 
to speculate when the things 
will wrap up.

“The incident remains un-
der investigation,” said spokes-
man Jim Long. “I can not speak 
to the duration or the expected 
end of the investigation or fi-
nalizing of the report.”

The scorched earth has been 
a hot topic in the neighborhood 
in more ways than one,  because 
the city promised residents a 
decade ago  that it would buy 
the land and use it to extend 
Bushwick Inlet Park.

But as the years have gone 
by with no action, the land’s 
value has skyrocketed, and 
now Brodsky is looking to 
sell the prime patch of real 
estate for upwards of $300 
million —  a price tag the city 
says it can’t afford . 

The activist group plans to 
host a press conference at the 
site on Jan. 31, the one-year 
anniversary of the fire, to re-
mind the city that it has yet 
to make good on the pledge, 
and to memorialize  the blaze 
that reignited its passion for 
securing the parkland . 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Finally — a cleaning prod-
uct designed specifically for 
ivory towers!

A developer unveiled 
plans for the third and final 
part of Downtown’s  massive 
City Point residential and re-
tail complex  last Wednes-
day night — a bright white, 
57-story high-rise that could 
come with its own scrubbing 
device to ensure it stays spar-
kling in the city smog. 

“Something that has been 
discussed is a custom-de-

signed squeegee that actu-
ally washes the facades in the 
grooves itself,” said KPF Ar-
chitects’ Bruce Fisher. “We 
don’t want the building to be 
filthy looking.” 

The architect and devel-
oper Extell revealed the snow-
colored residential skyscraper 
at a Community Board 2 land-
use committee meeting on 
Jan. 20, giving local residents 
their first glimpse of the 692-
foot, 500-unit building that 
will eventually join  two other 
apartment towers  and a  mall  
in the space between Fulton 

and Willoughby streets.
But locals just wanted 

to know one thing — how 
do they expect to keep it 
clean?

“It’s going to start out as 
a white facade, but it’s never 
going to end up there,” said 
Salvatore LaRosa. 

Fisher assured the advi-
sory panel that he is look-
ing into special materials and 
contraptions to maintain the 
flawless facade.

Construction is slated to 
begin next year and wrap up 
by 2019. 

Tower to get showers 

The final City Point tow-
er will be bright white.
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DOORBUSTER

OUTERWEAR

$ 19
99

Value up to $80

The Sale NEW YORK Waits For!

SAVE UP TO

 70%
LAST CALL 

SALE

WARM TOGGLE JACKET $3999 VALUE $175

WEDDING PARTIES
BOYS • BIG & TALL • TUXEDOS

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everyday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit ............. $250 ........  $9999 ..... 3 for $250
New Vested Suits .......$300 .......  $12999 ..... 3 for $300
Luxury Wool .............. $425 .......  $15999 ..... 3 for $425

CALVIN
KLEIN
SUITS

$17999

Value $400
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SUITS $5999

HOTTEST SADDLE TAN DRESS SHOES $2999

BRAND NAME

BOOTS
$2999

Up to $75 value

DRESS
SHOES
$1999

Up to $75 value

BLAZERS

$3999
Up to $150 value

DOORBUSTER

$9999
Up to $350 value

DOORBUSTER

DRESS SHIRT 
& TIE SETS

$2499

DOORBUSTER

SWEATERS

$967
3 for $25

DOORBUSTER

CALVIN KLEIN 
LAUREN COATS
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QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella
3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella
2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella 

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Prices effective through January 31, 2016

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$1999     $2999     $3999

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 
Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

Stacy Adams • Phat Farm • Florsheim
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SHOP
AT HOME

Serving the Five Boroughs and  
New Jersey over 70 years! 

FREE DELIVERY IN THE TRISTATE AREA AND PENNSYLVANIA

Call or email your make
and model for the
BEST PRICES!

 Harry is 
 still wild 

 after 
 70 years!

 AIR CONDITIONER 
 SPECIALIST

 718-496-2272
 732-616-2822
 718-236-5150 HarrysDiscount@yahoo.com

 FREE
 HOME DELIVERY

 BUILDERS  BUILDERS  BUILDERS 
 WELCOMED WELCOMED WELCOMED

Family
BROOKLYN

People’s Playground, which 
area businesses and political 
leaders have been pushing to 
become a destination in the 
winter as well as summer, ac-
cording to one neighborhood 
booster.

“This is wonderful news,” 

said Boardwalk impresario 
and Coney Island U.S.A. 
founder Dick Zigun, who has 
long advocated for the ailing 
theater. “If Coney Island is on 
a trajectory to go year-round 
and build hotels, you have to 
have nighttime entertainment 
and that’s the place to do it, 

at a landmarked Broadway-
equivalent theater.”

The theater was built in 
1925 as the Loew’s Coney 
Island and housed vaude-
ville acts in its heyday, ac-
cording to historian Charles 
Denson. 

The Brandt Company took 
it over in 1964, and the the-
ater started  showing X-rated 
movies in 1972  in a last-ditch 

attempt to lure audiences. 
Kansas Fried Chicken mo-
gul Horace Bullard purchased 
the property in 1978 hoping 
to convert it into a hotel and 
casino, but the state decided 
against allowing gambling in 
the People’s Playground. 

The land baron put the 
building up for sale and let it 
sit derelict for the next several 
decades,  drawing criticism 

from Coney Island advocates  
as the structure deteriorated 
and  became an encampment 
of homeless people . 

Bullard died in 2013, and 
a 2015 announcement that 
the city would scoop up 
other derelict Coney Island 
properties that passed to his 
family  reignited calls to seize 
the property through eminent 
domain .

Continued from page 1

SHORE...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A cycling bandit plowed 
into a woman on Dean 
Street on Jan. 17 and stole 
her purse.

The victim told police 
she was walking home near 
Smith Street at 8:35 pm when 
a rascal rode a Citi Bike from 
the street onto the sidewalk, 
knocking her to the ground. 
The punk snatched her pock-
etbook, which contained her 
keys, and phone from her hand 
and fled, police reported. 

Unfare
Some brute smashed a cab 

driver’s face in over the price 
of his ride on Fourth Avenue 
on Jan. 18.

The bruised up cabbie 
said he was driving some 
guy around in his livery cab 
and was about to drop him 
off on Atlantic Avenue at 3:30 
am when they got in an argu-

ment over the fare. 
The passenger asked the 

driver to give him his money 
back and then repeatedly 
punched him in the face, 
causing bruising and swell-
ing, he told police. The ogre 
got out with his loot and hailed 
a green cab, stated a police 
report. 

No entry 
A ruffian mugged a guy as 

he was trying to get through 
the turnstile at the Hoyt Street 
subway station on Jan. 19.

The victim told police he 
entered the station near Ful-
ton Street at 2:35 pm and at-
tempted to swipe his Metro-
Card to access the platform. 
But when his card failed, a 
bulky man came up behind 
and punched him in the face 
and accused the victim of 
owing him money, causing 
bleeding, swelling, and bruis-
ing said reports. The victim 
was treated for a cracked eye 
socket in his left eye, accord-
ing to police. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Gold digger
A goon stole a guy’s neck-

lace and phone as he was ex-
iting the Fulton Street subway 
station on Jan. 17.

The victim told police he 
was coming up the stairs from 
the subway stop near Lafay-
ette Street at 2:30 pm with a 
friend when a guy followed 
them onto the sidewalk. 

Once the trio was above 
ground, the nogoodnik asked, 
“What do you have for me?” 
and grabbed one of the victims 
by his coat, forcing him to sit 
on a bench. The thief snatched 
his gold necklace off his neck 
and dug into his pocket, tak-
ing his phone. The crook tried 
to steal his boots, too, but got 
scared and fled, according to 
reports. 

Unsafe
A weasel swiped a safe 

from a Carlton Avenue diner 
overnight on Jan. 19.

Cycler knocks over woman, steals purse

The restaurateur said the 
bandit forced the door frame 
to pop the lock on the haunt 
near Myrtle Avenue between 
midnight and 4 am. 

The thief then went down 
to the basement and lifted the 
safe, which was not bolted to 
the floor, according to po-
lice.

Bumping bandit
A sneak lifted a woman’s 

phone as she was boarding the 
Coney Island-bound Q train 
at the Atlantic Street station 
on Jan. 19.

The baffled victim told po-
lice she was stepping onto the 
Q train at 6:27 pm when she 
felt a bump from behind. She 
continued on the train, not sus-
pecting a thing, but when she 
arrived at the Prospect Park 
station, she noticed her phone 
— which contained her credit 
cards and debit cards in the 
case — had vanished from 
her jacket pocket. 

Drill ’em all
A guy drilled a hole through 

the passenger-side door of a 
car on Vanderbilt Avenue on 
Jan. 20 — and made off with 
a new computer. 

A woman told police she 
was near Lafayette Avenue 
at 10:15 pm when she spot-
ted a punk boring through the 
door of a parked car. After he 
gained access to the interior, 
he removed a bag containing 
a laptop from the vehicle and 
fled, according to a report. 
 — Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Party crashers
Police arrested one of 

four men who they say beat 
and robbed a man hanging 
out with friends in a Henry 
Street apartment complex on 
Jan. 18,.

The victim was in an apart-
ment in the complex at Bush 
Street at around 10:40 pm 
when the four men walked 
in. One brandished a hand-
gun and the other pushed the 
man to the floor and started 
kicking him in the face, po-
lice reported. 

They grabbed $37 and a 
handful of credit and identi-
fication cards from their vic-
tim and the others in the room, 
then fled, according to au-
thorities. Cops arrested one 
of them not long after in a 
neighboring apartment com-
plex, officials said.

Not so fast
Police arrested a man who 

they say stole cash from a 
woman’s jacket pocket on 
Court Street in broad day-
light on Jan. 21.

The woman was near Sec-
ond Place just before 2 pm 
when the suspect ran up to 
her, and snagged $80 from 
her pocket, and bolted, ac-
cording to a police report. She 
ran after him and called po-
lice, who found and arrested 
him about a half hour later, 

police said.

Second try
A burglar broke into a 

Union Street event hall over-
night on Jan. 25, two weeks 
after would-be thieves tried 
and failed to break into the 
spot, police said.

Workers locked up the 
venue near Bond Street around 
7 pm and returned the next 
morning to find someone 
had smashed in a rear glass 
door and broke down a sec-
ond-floor office door. A Mac-
Book Pro was missing, po-
lice said.

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Delivery danger
A masked marauder robbed 

a delivery man at knifepoint 
in the hallway of a 64th Street 
apartment building on Jan. 
18, cops said.

The delivery man told cops 
he turned up at the place be-
tween 10th and 11th avenues 
just before 9 pm and called 
his customer, who told him 
to meet him on the second 
floor of the building. 

When he reached the floor 
he found a masked man stand-
ing in the hallway with a knife, 
who told him in Spanish to 
“turn around and give me 
all your money,” police re-
ported. The robber grabbed 
his cellphone, $100 in cash, 
and dashed, according to po-
lice. 

Slapped
A bruiser beat and robbed a 

man on Fifth Avenue on Jan. 
12, according to a police re-
port.

The man was report-
edly minding his own busi-
ness near 82nd Street when 

the rogue walked up to him 
and slapped him in the face, 
knocking him down. The thief 
searched the victim’s pockets, 
found $900 in cash, and fled 
while his victim lay stunned, 
police said.

 — Dennis Lynch

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Teamwork
Two violent villains, who 

may or may not know each 
other, teamed up to beat down 
a couple entering a Green-
point Avenue subway station 
on Jan. 17.

The victims told cops 
they left a bar near Franklin 
Street and were walking down 
Greenpoint Avenue towards 
Manhattan Avenue at around 
4 am when they noticed a guy 
complaining loudly about los-
ing his phone, who then be-
gan following them, police 
said. A separate scoundrel 
then stepped in front of them 
and blocked their path to the 
train. The two troublemak-
ers exchanged words, then 
let the couple walk away, 
police said. 

The victims went down the 
stairs into the subway, but as 
they reached the bottom step 
the second guy crept up be-
hind the male victim and 
smashed a glass bottle over 
his head, then punched the 
woman and shoved her to the 
ground, authorities said. 

Suddenly, the original 
creep popped up and joined 
in the scuff le, punching 
and kicking the man on the 
ground, cops said. Both perps 
then fled back up onto the 
street and ran in an unknown 
direction, according to a po-
lice report.

Peaceful thief
A rake peacefully removed 

a former friend’s money from 
his pocket on Division Place 
on the afternoon of Jan. 22.

The victim told cops he was 
near Morgan Avenue at 2:15 
pm when the rapscallion, an 
ex-friend, approached him and 
said he owed him money, be-
fore reaching into the guy’s 
pocket and pulling out a wad 
of cash. 

The victim allowed the 
perp to take the money, and 
the thief applied no physical 
force, police said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Snowball fight
Some punks beat up a guy 

who tried to stop them from 
pummeling cars with snow-
balls on S. Third Street on 
Jan. 24.

The victim told cops he got 
into a verbal scrap with the 
three troublemakers while 
they were throwing snowballs 
at passing cars near Bedford 
Avenue around 5 pm. 

One of the ne’er-do-wells 
punched him in the face, and 
pulled him to the ground, 
when a second jerk jumped 
in and started punching the 
guy’s face, authorities said. 
The victim’s phone fell out of 
his pocket during the scuffle, 
and the second perp grabbed 
it, according to police.

Deliver a beating
A trio of troublemakers 

trounced a delivery guy at a 
Flushing Avenue public hous-
ing development on Jan. 23.

The victim was delivering 
food to the housing develop-
ment near Bushwick Avenue 
at 6 pm when three scoun-
drels wearing ski-masks ap-
proached, authorities said. 

One of the rogues pointed 
a black firearm at the guy and 
demanded he hand over the 
food and whatever money he 
had, police said. The victim 
forked over $200 in cash and 
the food, according to police.

— Allegra Hobbs
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T
hey are lords of the 
ring!

New York City’s great-
est grapplers will converge 
on St. Finbar Church in Bath 
Beach on Feb. 5 for a battle of 
epic proportions. The conflict 
between the Herculean bruis-
ers of  Five Borough Wrestling  
will determine the mightiest 
brawler in town.

“We’re going to find out 
who’s the best wrestler in New 
York,” said Troy Thompson, 
23, a Marine Park native who 
founded Five Borough Wres-
tling. “There will be a ton of 
action.”

The local professional wres-
tling league, which has staged 
monthly bouts for the last two 
years, has all the features of 
televised national leagues, 
including over-the-top char-
acters, finishing moves, and 
stories that pit heroic “faces” 
against villainous “heels.”

Thompson records the 
drama that occurs outside of 
the ring for the Five Boroughs 
Wrestling Facebook, so that 
newcomers to the body-slam 
scene can catch up on the ongo-
ing conflicts behind the ring’s 
bone-crunching mayhem.

“I’ll put up a video so, even if 
you’re new, you can get caught 
up on the storyline, and say, 
‘Oh I remember, they hate each 
other,’ ” said Thompson.

At the “Standing Tall” brawl 
on Feb. 5, the biggest beef will 
be between defending cham-
pion Brian Myers, who once 
competed for World Wrestling 
Entertainment, and Bay Ridge 
challenger Kevin Matthews. 
The two have an on-again, 
off-again friendship that has 
soured into pure hatred over 
their competition for the cham-
pionship belt.

“We were friends once, then 
enemies, then friends, and now 
we’re enemies again,” said Mat-
thews.

Fans at these match ups 
are notoriously vocal about 
their love — and loathing — 
of the wrestlers, and fighters 
are forced to roll with the pro-
verbial punches if they hope to 
survive the limelight, accord-
ing to Matthews.

“With the crowd Troy gets, 
if you suck, you’re going to get 
crucified,” the wrestler said. 
“They’ll chant ‘Don’t come 
back,’ and shove a middle fin-
ger in your face.”

For Matthews, a born-to-
wrestle brawler who started 
training at age 16, his cocki-
ness and devil-may-care atti-
tude turned the crowd’s antip-
athy into outrageous support, 
he said.

“I was a bad guy forever, and 
I kept giving all these gestures 
to the crowd. I would pretend to 
jerk off when they gave me the 
middle finger, and shoot snot 
rockets, and they thought it was 
awesome,” said Matthews. “So 
I became a good guy, but I never 
switched off my antics.”

The title fight is hardly the 
only draw to the Bath Beach 
rumble, which will feature six 
one-on-one and two-on-two 
match ups, plus an apocalyp-
tic 30-man free-for-all, with a 
new wrestler entering the stage 
every 30 seconds in a bid to 
hurl the competition out of the 
ring, Thompson said.

“The free-for-all is the big 
selling point for the evening,” 
said Thompson. “It’s the first 
one we’ve ever done, and it 
should be pretty crazy.”

Free for all

This art is priceless! 
A Bushwick art space is breaking the chains 

of capitalism and giving its art away for free this 
weekend. But the gratis “Free the Art” show 
at the Living Gallery on Feb. 1 is more than a 
chance to snag a free painting to hang over the 
couch, says the gallery’s owner — it is a blow 
against the idea that monetary value equals ar-
tistic value.

“The goal is to erase competitive elements 
regarding money being a deciding factor in art 
and liberating artists from equating money with 
their work,” said Nyssa Frank, who owns the 
Broadway gallery.

The art may be free, but the event will not 
be a free-for-all. Each guest can take home a 
single piece of art, says Frank, and they must 
mark the item as “sold” by putting their name 
next to it.

Frank, who also draws, sculpts, and makes 
jewelry, conceived the event after hearing 
friends lament the hefty prices that kept eye-
catching pieces out of their reach. The concept 
also frees artists from a price-driven creative 
process, which can dictate the type of work 
they make, she says.

“I know if people are buying things I’ll start 
making things like that,” she said. 

Frank found 40 free spirits willing to contrib-
ute art to the show, and each of those emerging 
and established artists will be at the event. 

“It’s really cool because all of the artists will 
be there and then if you see a piece you re-
ally love you’ll be able to talk to the artists,” 
she said. 

Frank says that she runs the Living Gallery 
by the philosophy “Giving away something 
for nothing and expecting nothing in return.” 
The gallery regularly hosts talks and classes, 
many of them with free or “suggested dona-
tion” admission. 

Frank has received an outpouring of support 
for her one-of-a-kind show, and she is optimis-
tic that it will draw a crowd that appreciates the 
priceless works on display. 

“Hopefully I get art-conscious art lovers who 
really want to celebrate young art,” she said. 

“Free the Art” at the Living Gallery [1094 
Broadway at Dodworth Street in Bushwick, (631) 
377–1998, www.the-living-gallery.com]. Feb. 1 
at 6:30 pm. Free. — Lauren Gill

A R T

This is the one time it’s okay to have a meal 
repeat on you.

A Williamsburg cinema that pairs food and 
film will dish out five courses of delicious déjà 
vu during a special screening of “Groundhog 
Day” taking place on Groundhog Day. Crafting 
a menu that mimics the film’s redundant action 
while keeping the flavors fresh was a challenge, 
said Nitehawk Cinema’s program director.

“We had to figure out a way to make the 
same thing happen over and over again, but do 
it in a different way,” said John Woods. 

Nitehawk will serve five courses of pork and 
beer in an edible tribute to the beloved 1993 
film, in which Bill Murray’s weatherman re-
peats the same day over and over. Each serv-
ing, similar to but different from the one be-
fore, will emerge at the moment in the film 
that inspired the dish.

The food and drink team cooked up a menu 
that mirrors the film’s Pennsylvania setting, 
kicking off with a “Pittsburgh Chipped Ham 
Slider,” followed by a “Punxsutawney Pulled 
Pork Sandwich” as the characters arrive at the 
annual Groundhog Day festival. A Pennsyl-
vania Pork dish will feature local f lavors of 
sauerkraut and beer mustard.

The fourth dish is a literal take on the film 
title — a “Ground Hog Wellington” with actual 
ground pork — and the viewing wraps up with 
“Day 12,394,” a maple ice cream and bacon 
dessert named for the estimated number of days 
Murray’s character spends in the cycle.

The duo behind the circular servings jumped 
at the chance to get creative with a single con-
cept and add a new layer to the theater’s bi-
monthly Film Feast event.

“This is our biggest opportunity to come up 
with something that we normally wouldn’t be 
able to do at Nitehawk,” said head chef Kurt 
Applegate, who cranked out the menu along-
side beverage director Matthew Walker.

The movie is an unfailing hit — Nitehawk 
screens it every year on Feb. 2 — and the Film 
Feast treatment gives the film’s faithful audience a 
way out of the cycle of sameness, said Woods.

“It almost becomes a fourth dimension for 
the film,” he said.

“Groundhog Day” Film Feast at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street, (718) 782–8370, www.
nitehawkcinema.com]. Feb. 2 at 7:15 pm. $65.
 — Allegra Hobbs

It’s déjà chew
D I N I N G

Brian Myers
An eight-year veteran of World 

Wrestling Entertainment, and Five 
Borough Wrestling’s current reign-
ing champ, Brian Myers is an un-
stoppable warrior of righteousness. 
He will defend his title from quint-
essential anti-hero and his one-
time friend Kevin Matthews in 
the Five Borough’s upcoming ti-
tle match. His signature move is the 
Spear, a sprinting shoulder tackle 
capable of stunning his Standing 
Tall opponents, and of destroying 
lesser men.

A Beach brawl!
Pro wrestlers ready to rumble in Bath Beach

Friday night fights: The St. Finbar Church in Bath Beach will become a battle ground on Feb. 5, when fighters with Five Borough Wres-
tling compete in an earth-shattering clash of the titans. Here, wrestler Kevin Matthews (bottom) performs his signature move, the Ego 
Driver, on his hapless opponent.

“Standing Tall” at St. Finbar 
Church [138 Bay 20th St. between 
Benson and Bath avenues in Bath 
Beach, (718) 236–3312]. Feb. 5 at 
8 pm. $20 ($30 front row).

E V E N T

K
ri

s 
K

in
g

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i 

Top rope line-up
More than 30 wrestlers will enter the squared 
circle at St. Finbar on Feb. 5. To help keep them 
straight, here is a primer on some grapplers you 
should keep an eye on.  — Colin Mixson

Kevin Matthews
Once loathed by wrestling fans, 

Kevin Matthews reveled in their dis-
dain and flung it back in their face 
with a flurry of obscene gestures, 
which ironically won their applause 
and approval. Now this Bay Ridge 
bruiser is poised to unseat his one-
time friend Brian Myers from his 
position as Five Borough Wrestling’s 
World Title champ. Matthew’s sig-
nature move is the Ego Driver, in 
which he clambers onto his oppo-
nent’s back and drops them  bru-
tally onto his knees.

Rude Boy Riley
A born crowd pleaser, Riley 

can be accurately described as a 
pretty-boy — just not to his face! 
The heavily-tattood Staten Island 
stallion lives to hype up the crowd, 
and has the potential to be the next 
big name in wrestling. Riley’s go-to 
move is a body toss that sends his 
opponent flying into the air, only 
to land head-first on the pretty-
boy’s knee.

 

Greek God Papa Don
Papa Don may not be a god, but 

he is Greek and definitely the ulti-
mate bad guy. Reviled by wrestling 
fans for his ostentatious entrances, 
Papa Don commands his audiences 
to bow down before his magnifi-
cence — but he usually only gets 
booed. The Don’s signature move 
is the Shining Wizard, which con-
sists of kicking his opponents in the 
stomach, which drops them to their 
knees and sets them up for a running, 
off-the-rope kick to the face.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
January 29

Totally 
tubular
The action-movie lam-
poon “Point Break 
Live” surfs back to Bell 
House tonight. The 
show recruits one 
audience member to 
replicate Keanu 
Reeves’s slightly dazed 
acting style, speaking 
lines from cue cards 
like “You’re sayin’ the 
FBI’s gonna pay me to 
learn to surf?” Each 
ticket includes a “sur-
vival kit” with a water-
proof poncho. 

8:30 pm at Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. $30 ($26 in 
advance).

SATURDAY
January 30

String fling
Get caught up with the 
state-of the-art in inani-
mate theater at the 
“Labapalooza” mini-
festival of puppetry. 
Among the produc-
tions is “Kioskers,” (pic-
tured) a shadow-pup-
pet and stop-motion 
piece about urban 
dwellers fleeing the 
city, performing as part 
of the 8 pm program 
tonight. 

3 pm and 8 pm at St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [45 
Water St. at Old Dock 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
254–8779, www.
stannswarehouse.org]. 
$25 ($21 in advance).

SUNDAY
January 31

Bow down
The plucky members of 
string quintet Sybarite5 
saw their way through 
a free concert of eclec-
tic tunes this afternoon, 
with a repertoire that 
includes Mozart, com-
positions, Radiohead 
tunes, and original cre-
ations. If you miss this 
chance at the genre-
skipping string band, 
you can try again at 
National Sawdust on 
Feb. 11 — but that 
show will run you $25.   

4 pm at the Brooklyn 
Public Library Central 
Branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza between Flatbush 
Avenue and Eastern 
Parkway in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100, 
www.bklynlibrary.org]. 
Free.

TUESDAY
February 2

Whole hog
There is no way we 
are heading to 
bucolic Staten Island 
to see an overgrown 
squirrel predict the 
weather. Instead, we 
plan to relax inside 
and watch the immor-
tal Bill Murray at Syn-
dicated, the brand-
new 60-seat screen-
ing room and restau-
rant in Williamsburg, 
where there are three 
chances to catch 
“Groundhog Day.”

4:30, 7, and 9:15 pm at 
Syndicated [40 Bogart St. 
between Thames and 
Grattan streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 386–
3399, www.syndicatedbk.
com]. $3.

THURSDAY
February 4

…and drunk 
all over
Bushwick beer baron 
Braven Brewing cele-
brates its one-year 
anniversary with a 
“Black and White 
Masquerade” in 
honor of its White 
India Pale Ale and its 
Black Pale Ale. Enjoy 
beery drink specials, 
aerial performance, 
and go-go dancers.

8 pm at House of Yes [2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick, (646) 
838–4937, www.house-
ofyes.org]. Free.
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FRI, JAN. 29
DANCE, FLIC FEST: Each night of this 

dance festival features two full-
length dance performances from 
different companies, followed by a 
short performance cabaret. $25 ($20 
students). 7 pm. Irondale Center [85 
S. Oxford St. at Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 488–9233], www.
irondale.org. 

DANCE, “PROSCENIUM WORKS”: 
The Tricia Brown Dance Company 
presents three of Brown’s iconic, 
postmodern masterpieces. $25. 7:30 
pm. BAM Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.org. 

DANCE, “SEPARATI”: Vim Vigor Dance 
Company presents a new work by 
Shannon Gillen, about fi ve charac-
ters traveling along a highway and 
experiencing their past, present, 
and future. $25. 7:30 pm. Gelsey 
Kirkland Arts Center (29 Jay St. be-
tween John and Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo), www.vimvigordance.com. 

SPOKE THE HUB’S 15TH ANNUAL 
WINTER FOLLIES: More than 30 
performing artists present fi ve min-
utes of whatever they do best at this 
showcase. The audience vote for 
which artist or group should get a 
full production at a Gowanus space. 
$20 ($15 in advance). 7:30pm. Old 
First Reformed Church [729 Carroll 
St. at Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 408–3234], www.spokethe-
hub.org. 

NIGHTCAP RIOT: This entertainment 
smorgasborg features comedians, 
musicians, kombucha cocktails, and 
a performance of “Destiny and the 
Little Man,” about a battle of wits 
between Napoleon and a mysteri-
ous woman. $50. 8 pm. Magick City 
(37 Box St. between Manhattan Av-
enue and McGuinness Boulevard in 
Greenpoint), www.nightcapriot.com.

THEATER, “LONGYARN”: A shaggy-
dog folktale of a woman who was 
raised by cows, became a riverboat 
pirate and professional wrestler, 
and lost it all to a crack addiction. 8 
pm. $18. 8 pm. Bushwick Starr (207 
Starr St. between Irving and Wykoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.thebush-
wickstarr.org. 

MUSIC, AS LOLAS: Free. 9:30 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. be-

tween Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

SAT, JAN. 30
THEATER, “ALICE IN WONDER-

LAND”: Puppetworks presents a 
marionette adaptation of Lewis 
Carroll’s classic, featuring brand-
new songs and scenery based on 
the original illustrations. $10 ($9 
children). 12:30 and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

MUSIC, ANTIETAM, SPEED THE 
PLOUGH, HEROES OF TOOLIK: $8. 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, SUESSICAL: The Gallery 
Players present the family musical 
based on the fantastical books of Dr. 
Seuss. $18 ($15 seniors and children). 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.
galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “LONGYARN”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Jan. 29. 

MUSIC, WESTERN STAR: Also playing: 
El Silver Cabs, Low Mein, and The 
Rizzos. $5. 9 pm. The Gateway (1272 
Broadway between Lexington and 
Greene avenues in Bushwick). 

MUSIC, TM STEVENS: Free. 9:30 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

SPOKE THE HUB’S 15TH ANNUAL 
WINTER FOLLIES: 7:30pm. See Fri-
day, Jan. 29. 

NIGHTCAP RIOT: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Jan. 29. 

See 9 DAYS on page 7

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

MON, FEB 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

DETROIT PISTONS: $45–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, FEB 2
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS. MINNESOTA WILD: 
$55–$1,500. 7 pm.

WED, FEB 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

INDIANA PACERS: $25–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, FEB 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

SACRAMENTO KINGS: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SUN, FEB 7
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS. EDMONTON OILERS: 
$15–$1,050. 2:30 pm.

MON, FEB 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

DENVER NUGGETS: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for an hour 
of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4PM AT  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Royal rumble: The Sacramento Kings will try to overthrow 
the champions of Kings County at Barclays Center on Feb. 5.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

Integrative Harmony
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By Phil Smrek
For Brooklyn Paper

H
e can rebuild them!

A Bushwick photog-
rapher depicts Nairobi 

artists as superhuman cy-
borgs in a new exhibit open-
ing in Dumbo on Feb. 4. The 
Kenyan-born creator of the 
“Jua Kali” exhibit says that 
his fanciful images provide 
a view of his home country 
that stands in contrast to many 
media portrayals. 

“I’ve always wanted to de-
pict Nairobi as this fantas-
tic place with characters that 
can achieve anything — and 
moreover, depict my coun-
try differently from what you 
see in the media,” said Ta-
hir Karmali. “Nairobi is a 
growing metropolis that has 

created revolutionary tech-
nology and solutions for the 
African continent.”

The show takes its title 
and inspiration from the Ke-
nyan capital’s informal econ-
omy of laborers who provide 

goods from reclaimed waste 
material — much of it elec-
tronic waste from the United 
States. The words “Jua Kali” 
— Swahili for “fierce sun” 
— refers to those workers be-
cause of the scorching day-
time conditions under which 
they work.

The 29-year-old photogra-
pher scoured through Nairobi 
junk yards and trash heaps 

to select items that resonate 
with his theme, such as spark 
plugs, electrical wiring and 
hard drives. He immediately 
photographed each bit of re-
fuse against a sheet of white 
paper. 

He also photographed 
members of the city’s cre-
ative class, including dancers, 
painters, entrepreneurs, and 
musicians, applying a tribal 
face paint to them before the 
shoot. He then combined the 
photos digitally, adorning his 
subjects with gears, wires, 
and circuit boards.

The resulting mix of hu-
man and machine results in 
“characters that are somewhat 
superhuman,” he said, reflect-
ing the heroic challenges the 
artists face in Nairobi. 

“Through their talents 
they overcome obstacles 
presented to them econom-
ically. For me it symbolizes 
perseverance and resilience 
that the Jua Kali workers em-
body,” he said. 

The enormous final im-
ages, each three feet tall, have 
a rich color that almost looks 
painted. 

Karmail, who is pursuing 
a Masters degree in photog-
raphy at the School of Visual 
Arts in Manhattan, plans to 
return to Kenya after grad-
uation.

It’s wired art
This new photo exhibit 
shows artists as cyborgs

“Jua Kali” at United 
Photo Industries Gal-
lery [16 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
801–8099, www.united-
photoindustries.com]. 
Opening reception Feb 
4 at 6 pm. Exhibit runs 
until March 26.

A R T

Shooting star: Photog-
rapher and painter Tahir 
Karmali.
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SUN, JAN. 31
MUSIC, JEN LOWE: The 

singer-songwriter performs 
in a Boerum Hill living room. 
Part of Paul’s Brooklyn 
House Concert series. $15 
suggested donation. 3 pm. 
Paul’s House (RSVP for loca-
tion in Boerum Hill), con-
certs.shrub.ca. 

COMEDY, “STAND UP FOR 
826NYC ”: Maeve Higgins 
hosts comedians Chris 
Gethard, Seaton Smith, 
Naomi Ekperigin, Giulia 
Rozzi, Sean Donnelly, and 
Katina Corrao in support of 
826NYC, a nonprofi t orga-
nization that helps students 
explore creative writing. 
$25. 7:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MON, FEB. 1
TALK, “THE MOTH STORYS-

LAM”: The Moth StoryS-
LAMs are story telling com-
petitions where the stage 
is open to any and all with a 
story to tell on the evening’s 
theme. Hosted by Peter 
Aguero. $10. 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

THE WILLIAMSBURG SPELL-
ING BEE: An adults-only 
spelling bee with a fun, 
not-too-competitive envi-
ronment. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
302–3770], www.petescan-
dystore.com. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TUES, FEB. 2
GROUNDHOG DAY: Make 

your own Punxsutawney 
Phil puppet and see if it 
sees its shadow. Free with 
admission. 10:30 am–3 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

WED, FEB. 3
WORKSHOP, JEWELRY MAK-

ING: For those interested in 
creating wearable art. Free. 
6:30 pm. Teal. (533 16th 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 

Slope), www.tealwalk.org. 
MUSIC, ANGÉLICA NEGRÓN: 

American Composers 
Orchestra presents a new 
song cycle from Angelica 
Negron. $25. 7 pm. Na-
tional Sawdust [80 N. Sixth 
St. at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
nationalsawdust.org. 

MUSIC, WILLIAM TYLER: 
The guitarist of the band 
Silver Jews plays a solo, 
instrumental set. $10. 8 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL PETROSI-
NO’S PETRIO LIVE JAZZ 
TRIO: Free. 8 pm. The 
Room at Dizzy’s (230 Fifth 
Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN RAGA 
MASSIVE LAUNCH PARTY: 
Brooklyn Raga Massive 
launches its Pioneer Works 
residency with three Afri-
can and Indian artists: Awa 
Sangho, Orakel, and the 
band Afrika Meets India. 
$15. 8:00PM. Pioneer Works 
[159 Pioneer St. between 
Imlay and Conover streets in 
Red Hook, (718) 596–3001], 
pioneerworks.org. 

THURS, FEB. 4
ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 

AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many exhibits 
and galleries every Thurs-
day evening, sponsored by 
Squarespace. Free. 6– 10 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, “WHY NEW YORK? 
SLAVERY ON LONG IS-
LAND”: Long Island was 
once a place of widespread 
slavery. Historian Prithi 
Kanakamedala and other 
experts illuminate this his-
tory. $5 (free for members). 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 

Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

READING, “LAY DOWN 
YOUR WEARY TUNE”: 
W.B. Belcher reads from 
his debut novel. Free. 7 
pm. Word Bookstore [126 
Franklin St. between Milton 
and Noble streets in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

FRI, FEB. 5
ART, FREE FIRST FRIDAY: 

Enjoy music, refreshments, 
and more when the histori-
cal society keeps its galler-
ies open late! $5, free for 
BHS and G-W Members. 
5–9 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

ART, “ART GUERRA — RE-
CENT WORKS” OPENING 
RECEPTION: A solo exhibit 
of 13 abstract canvases 
that use unusual materi-
als, including glass beads, 
shredded rubber, and ex-
otic pigments. Free. 6–9 
pm. Anthony Philip Fine 
Art [56 Bogart St. between 
Harrison Place and Grattan 
Street in Williamsburg, (929) 
279–1984], www.antho-
nyphilipfi neart.com. 

“THREADED ARCHETYPES” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibit of 20 artists from 
southern Brooklyn who ad-
dress different archetypes 
of community. Free. 6–8 
pm. NARS Foundation Gal-
lery [201 46th St., fourth 
fl oor, at Second Avenue 
in Sunset Park, (718) 768–
2765], www.narsfounda-
tion.org. 

MUSIC, SVETLANA AND 
FRIENDS: The swing band 
plays at 8 pm. Dance les-
son available at 7 pm. $20 
($17 students and seniors, 
kids free). 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West, 
between First and Second 
streets in Park Slope, (917) 
292–1404], www.dancing-
turo.com. 

MUSIC, WILCO: The band 
performs as part of their 
2016 Star Wars Tour. Start-
ing at $45. 8 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, PETER EVANS QUIN-
TET: The band plays with 
special guests Aaron Bur-
nett and Ingrid Laubrock. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

MUSIC, MAPPA MUNDI: The 
chamber-pop band debuts 
songs off its upcoming 
album. Free. 9 pm. Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer 
St. at Richardson Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770], www.petescandys-
tore.com. 

MUSIC, WYLAND: $8. 10 
pm. Bar Matchless [557 
Manhattan Ave. at Driggs 
Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–5333], www.barmatch-
less.com. 

SAT, FEB. 6
MUSIC, “ME, MYSELF AND 

EYE”: The solo concert 
series presents alto saxo-
phonist Briggan Krauss. $5 
suggested donation. 4:40 
pm. Gallery 440 (440 Sixth 
Ave at Tenth Street in Park 
Slope), www.connection-
works.org. 

MUSIC, NOURA MINT SEY-
MALI: One of Mauritania’s 
foremost musical emissar-
ies, Seymali performs psy-
chedelic rock with special 
guest 74 Dollar Bill. $20 ($15 
in advance). 7 pm. Pioneer 
Works [159 Pioneer St. be-
tween Imlay and Conover 
streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], pioneerworks.
org. 

MUSIC, WILCO: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 5. 

“A SOCK’S FABLES”: A fun-
fi lled, 45-minute sock pup-
pet show for kids, based on 
Aesop’s fables. With a pup-
pet-making workshop after 
the show. $15. 10:30am. 
Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer 
St. between Banker Street 
and Clifford Place in Green-
point, (718) 389–3473], 
www.triskelionarts.org. 

TARGET FIRST SATURDAY 
CELEBRATES BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH: Free 
entry to the museum, with 
special events including a 
screening of documentary 
“The Black Panthers: Van-
guard of the Revolution,” a 
book talk with Revolution 
Books, music from Dasan 
Ahanu, The Originals, and 
Charles Perry. Free. 5–11 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Will do, Wilco!: Jeff Tweedy and the rest of the 
indie-rock band Wilco will perform songs from their 
cheekily-titled “Star Wars” album at the Kings The-
atre on Feb. 5 and 6.
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Please join us for the Impact Awards Gala:

THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 6–10 PM
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn

Join New York City’s LGBT Community at the

In its inaugural LGBT Community Impact 
Awards, Gay City News will recognize and 
celebrate outstanding contributions to New 
York City’s LGBT community, its progress, 
and its achievements.
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��GayCityNews.nyc/Impact/
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Stuart Appelbaum

Sarah Bender

Deborah Brennan 

Anthony Cirone 
& Chris Taylor

�alen� n Colon

Carrie Davis

Tom Duane

Todd Evans

Brendan Fay

Emme�  Findley

Bianey Garcia

Fred Ginyard

Ross Levi

Glenn Magpantay

Cathy Marino-Thomas

Hunter O’Hanian

Nancy Ploeger

Chris� ne �uinn

Melissa Sklarz

Wendy Stark

Jessica Stern

Robert Talmas 
& Joseph Vitale

Alan Van Capelle

Dr. Barbara Warren

Doug Wirth
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If the early action college ac-
ceptances that have been com-
ing in are any indicator, the 
members of Xaverian’s class 
of 2016 will continue to uphold 
the school’s reputation for stel-
lar college placements.

Senior Isaac Jean-Francois 
has earned acceptance to Co-
lumbia University, where he 
plans on majoring in Biology 
with a concentration in Wom-
en’s and Gender Studies. Isaac 
is a member of Xaverian’s 
Speech and Debate team, as 
well as the Young Democrats 
club and Music at Xaverian. 
He has also taken part in vol-
unteer service at CHIPS soup 
kitchen. Isaac attributes the 
education he has received at 
Xaverian as the main reason 
for his impressive college ac-
ceptance, saying, “Speech and 
Debate has been an amazing 
asset for college prep. Also, the 
advanced courses under the 
teaching of AP and college pro-
fessors have been unparalleled. 
I think Xaverian has given me 
the chance to find myself in 
ways that no other school can. 
This is truly a family environ-
ment that protects, cares, and 
nurtures all of those involved 
in the community.”

Senior Francis Coen has 
earned acceptance to George-
town University, Villanova 
University, Fordham Univer-
sity, Loyola College Maryland, 
Manhattan College, Iona Col-
lege, and Long Island Univer-
sity. Francis has been involved 
with myriad extracurriculars 
during his time at Xaverian, in-
cluding Swimming, Soccer, La-
crosse, Pipe and Drum Corps, 
and Mock Trial. While he is 

still weighing his options as 
to where to pursue his higher 
education, Francis is certain 
that his experiences at Xaver-
ian have played a critical role 
in preparing him for college, 
saying, “Xaverian has allowed 
me to grow both academically 
and spiritually. It’s given me 
very rigorous and challenging 
academic courses, while still 
allowing me to join sports and 
activities that have helped me 
develop into a well-rounded per-
son. Xaverian has also played a 
huge role in the development of 
my faith through community 
service and retreats.”

Although the majority of 
the members of the class of 
2016 are still eagerly awaiting 
their college acceptance news, 
it seems likely that they will 

live up to the precedent of im-
pressive college placements set 
by recent graduates. In Xaver-
ian’s class of 2015 alone, there 
were five students who earned 
acceptance to Cornell Univer-
sity. 

The class of 2015 was 
awarded scholarships total-
ing $25,012,637 and its mem-
bers earned acceptance to a 
rich array of colleges and uni-
versities nationwide, includ-
ing Brown University, Boston 
College, Boston University, 
CUNY-Macaulay Honors Col-
lege, University College of Dub-
lin, Rensselaer Polytechnic In-
stitute, Rochester Institute of 
Technology, and University of 
Richmond, to name a few.

For more information, visit 
www.xaverian.org.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Xaverian’s 2016 College 
Acceptance Preview

212-924-3131    
info@surpriselake.org

surpriselake.org

A Premier Jewish Sleepaway Camp 

for boys & girls ages 7 to 15 located in Cold Spring, NY

CALL ABOUT WINTER OPEN HOUSES

association

Make  

Memories  

That Last  

A Lifetime...

NEW  
THIS SUMMER 

Brand new  
swimming pool!

Pick up point in Park Slope!

S
now days slow things 
down and make us stop 
to pay attention, and that 

is a good thing. 
When the blizzard hit last 

Saturday, we cleared our 
minds of doing anything. 
We needed food, and heat, 
and shelter, and we were sud-
denly very grateful for those 
things. Nothing like potential 
scarcity to make you realize 
what you have, and how you 
might feel if it were lost. 

When we did make it out-
side to walk the dog, kids were 
playing together and laughing 
in our courtyard. Neighbors 
smiled and stopped to chat 
about how beautiful it was. 
They didn’t rush past with-
out slowing their gait, as so 
often happens on other Sat-
urdays as they head off to 
soccer or a show or to get 
things done. 

And we felt so grateful for 
our local shopkeepers who 
were open. Playing host to 
a gaggle of boys, we needed 
eggs and a few other provi-
sions to add to the bacon and 
Challah bread I had grabbed 
in a whirlwind the night be-
fore, not sure whether to trust 
the warnings that this could 
be bad, we could be stuck 
for days. 

As a journalist, I am a 
skeptic. I know that it is im-
portant to say things strongly 
to get people to pay attention 
to you, that if you don’t make 
people scared, they might not 
listen, and, sometimes, dire 
predictions don’t come true. 
But sometimes they do. 

As the snow fell and the 
boys took off for the sledding 
hill, fortified with plenty of 
food, I lay in bed and read 
Paula Fox’s “Coldest Win-
ter” about being in post-war 
Europe and seeing Paris and 
Warsaw as they were rebuilt 
after the devastation. It is 
scary to contemplate man’s 
inhumanity to man, some-
times scarier even to imag-
ine Mother Nature’s wrath. 
But there is something amaz-
ing, too, about remembering 
to revere the simple things, 
to appreciate what we have 
and what we are capable of 
creating instead of worrying 
about what we don’t have, and 
what we can’t do. Even the 
smallest disruption of regu-
lar life can be a great way to 
break the cycle of forgetful-
ness and to understand that 
we are blessed with breath 
and the ability to be in this 
world with one another. 

I say that, but then, as I 
fed a bunch of boys lunch 
after sledding and there was 
talk of how they might get 
home, or if they’d be stuck, 
I started to worry about hav-
ing enough food. A warn-
ing had come through that 
cars should be off the road 
and the above-ground trains 
were going to stop running. 
Though I usually never balk 
at having more mouths to 
feed, suddenly I started to 
feel less generous: What if 
the storm continued and we 
couldn’t get more food? How 
long could we last with what 
we had?  

Luckily, we had been in-
vited to share a communal 
dinner with friends next door 
(obviously people less para-
noid than I.) While we were 
there, enjoying the bounty of 
food and drink, the snow fi-
nally stopped. There had been 
no major damage, no power 
outages. Trains would likely 
resume, and the shopkeep-
ers who’d closed so people 
could get home would open 
again in the morning. 

We were lucky. I went to 
bed with happy thoughts, 
appreciating the storm’s re-
minder of the unconscious 
way I sometimes live and let 

Blizzard evokes good things

my children live, the lack of 
gratitude we sometimes have 
for all of life’s pleasures and 
the people around us who we 

need to take notice of and 
greet and talk to, to take care 
of sometimes if they are in 
need. 

Storms are forceful and tu-
multuous. They happen for 
a reason. As the sun shone 
bright out of a blue sky the 
next morning, and the snow 
fell off the trees in big clumps, 
I almost felt sad. Normal 
schedules would resume, and 
people would be busy again. 
We would take for granted 
that everything we wanted 
would be accessible.

Until the next time we are 
warned to be concerned. 

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

White walkin’
Brooklynites walk their pooch at Grand Army Plaza during the snowstorm last Saturday.
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Come and explore all that Cathedral 
has to offer you! 

Specialized Programs in the field of Medicine, Law and a
 Business Academy.

TEM Curriculum featuring Robotics and Coding.
10 AP Courses and 4 languages offered.
Sports include Volleyball, Soccer, Lacrosse, Basketball,
Cheerleading, Softball and Track.
Over 35 clubs and extracurricular activities.

Call to schedule a tour and/or Buddy Day!
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Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges & Schools 

Celebrating 110 Years of Empowering Young Women through Education 

50 East 56th Street, New York, NY  10022 
(212) 688-1545 ~ www.cathedralhs.org 

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS!!!

Lefferts Gardens Charter School (LGCS) is now accepting applications for 
the upcoming school year 2016-2017.  

LGCS is a free public charter school serving grades K-5.  
We are located at 601 Parkside Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11226. We are co-

located with PS 92 and our main office is room 315.

Our Mission is to utilize an environmental science program to 
develop academically motivated and civic-minded students 
to succeed in competitive high school and college programs. 
Environmental Science lies at the core of LGCS’s academic 
program. The natural world — and its opportunities for inquiry 
— provides the centerpiece for the LGCS curriculum.

How to apply: go to http://leffertsgardens.org/ click on 
the Admissions tab and choose: 2016-2017 New Student 
Application, print and mail your application to the school, 
fax application to 718-284-2166, or visit the school to apply in 
person. The lottery will be held at the school on Wednesday, 
April 13, 2016 at 6pm. Families are welcome to attend but not 
required to do so. Applications received after the deadline will 
be added to the waitlist.

Application deadline April 1, 2016. 

LEFFERTS GARDENS CHARTER SCHOOL
601 PARKSIDE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11226

718-284-1480 ext. 101
www.leffertsgardens.org

Open House
Daytime Sessions @ 9-10am Evening Sessions @ 6-7pm

January 12, 2016 January 21, 2016
February 2, 2016 February 25, 2016
March 2, 2016 March 17, 2016
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t is a cruel joke that the Super 
Bowl comes just a little over a 
month after we have resolved 

to forsake all wings, chips, dip, 
pizza, soda, beer, cheese sticks, 
Cheez-Its, Cheetos, and any-
thing else that is bright orange 
and vaguely food-like. 

That’s why every year at about 
this time, the press turns its hun-
gry eyes to Charles Platkin, a.k.a. 
the Diet Detective, to give us some 
of his “equivalencies.”

For instance: To work off the 
calories of a one-foot Italian sub 
sandwich would require you 
to walk the entire length of the 
Brooklyn Bridge — 14 times. 
That’s a Dr. Platkin equivalency. 
So are these: 

• Four swigs of Bud Light 
equals eight minutes of playing 
pro football. 

• One handful of pita chips with 
artichoke dip equals running 141 
football fields.

• Working off one measly 
Cheeto — one! — equals chant-
ing and waving around a foam 
hand for two minutes. 

• And God forbid you scarf 
down four Domino’s stuffed 
cheesy bacon jalapeno bread-
sticks — that requires 193 touch-
down dances. 

So how did Platkin —  
a lawyer, publisher, tech-
nologist, real estate guy, 
and author — become ob-
sessed with translating cal-
ories into everyday activi-
ties? It all started when he 
was young — and tubby. 

“I remember my doctor 
saying, ‘You’re not going to have 
a good social life, because you’re 
fat,’ ” says Platkin. “And I was 
like, ‘You don’t know what you’re 
talking about.’ But the truth was, 
I was ostracized as a child.”

He was still overweight in early 
adulthood when he decided to write 
a book on how to truly change your 
life. This was after he’d gotten the 
law degree, but still was flounder-
ing — and single. 

So, for three years, he re-
searched how real behavior 
change happens.

He was finally ready to hand 
in his manuscript when he real-
ized, “I hadn’t changed one be-
havior of my own!” So he de-
cided to actually follow his own 
advice and, at last, he started los-
ing weight. He also realized that 
the fact he ended up “with difficult 
and strange kinds of women” had 
an underlying cause: Him. 

Changing required that word 

we hear so often lately: mindful-
ness. He had to pay attention to 
what he ate, and when. (And who 
he dated, and why.) He also had to 
stop feeling too embarrassed to 
ask for things like a plain grilled 
chicken breast when he went out 
to eat. In other words, he had to 
stop being ashamed to admit he 
knew he was fat and wanted to 
lose weight.

He folded his stories into the 
book and it became the bestseller, 
“Breaking the Pattern.”

The great thing about mindful-
ness, Platkin says, is that you don’t 
have to be mindful forever. 

“If you had to Google Map ev-
ery day to figure out what floor 
your office is on,” that would be 
painful. (And you would need 
some other kind of help.) But af-
ter a short while, of course, you 
know the drill.

It’s the same with figuring out 
what your food patterns are. And 
once you notice that every night, 

right before bed, you eat a 
bowl of Ben & Jerry’s, well 
then, all you have to do is 
start figuring out a “food 
swap” — an alternative. For 
Platkin, he started making 
swaps just like the ones you 
can make on Super Bowl 
Sunday: Toasted pita points 

instead of chips. Pizza without the 
mozzarella —  add your own Par-
mesan. Slow-churned Breyers in-
stead of Ben & Jerry’s. 

The idea is to concentrate not on 
what you can’t have, but on what 
you can. And since we gobble down 
many foods without realizing just 
how fattening they are, he popu-
larized the “equivalencies.” 

These days Platkin is married 
and has a daughter. One day he 
was walking her to school and 
saw her holding her tummy in. 
He asked why. She was practic-
ing looking skinny. 

“I just want you to know that you 
don’t ever have to worry about diet-
ing or any of these things,” he told 
his daughter. Life is not about for-
saking. It’s about embracing who 
you are and what you love.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and author and found-
er of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids.

What’s in the bowls at the Bowl?

By Lenore Skenazy

Talking to the Diet Detective about better Super Sunday eats

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

If tax season drives you to 
drink, this could be the accoun-
tant for you!

A Bushwick bean counter 
is setting up shop inside an ex-
perimental cocktail bar next 
month, serving up completed 
1040s alongside wacky mixed 
drinks — and, he hopes, shak-
ing up his occupation’s uptight 
image in the process.

“I am probably on the edge of 
some bell curve,” said certified 
tax guru Shane Mason.

Starting in February, Mason 
will peddle his financial exper-
tise to patrons at so-called cock-
tail “laboratory” Yours Sincerely 
— which serves nitrogen-infused 
beverages in beakers — three 
nights out of the week through 
the annual tax-pocalypse, which 
lands on April 18 this year.

The bartender turned book-
keeper first dreamed up the 

idea of mixing his master’s de-
gree with booze while slinging 
drinks at the bar’s sister restau-
rant Dear Bushwick, where he and 
his bosses joked that he should 
conduct business out of the eat-
ery’s bathroom.

But years later, the team re-
alized that maybe spiking the 
hard slog of personal finance 
with some hard liquor was not 
such a bad idea.

“Filing your taxes is really bor-
ing,” said bar owner Julian Mo-
hamed. “So why not come here 
and get mildly drunk?”

Mason’s help doesn’t come on 
the house — patrons will have 
to cough up $135 an hour for the 
service through February, and 
the rate will climb over time to 
encourage procrastinators to get 
ahead of the game. March filers 
will have to shell out $150, while 
folks who put it off until April 
will pay $175.

But the consultation does come 

Blind in taxes
Bushwick bar offers in-house 
accountant next to cocktails

Stacy Grenia digs into her finances while sipping on a 
cocktail at Yours Sincerely.
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with a free drink, Mason said, as 
well as the chance to sort out your 
1099s and W–2s in style.

“You’re not in an office in Mid-
town that is pumping white noise 
through the speakers,” he said. 
“Also you are drinking an amaz-

ing cocktail.”
Get tax advice at Yours Sin-

cerely (41 Wilson Ave. at Mel-
rose Street in Bushwick, www.
yourssincerely.co). Feb. 1–April 
18. Mondays and Tuesdays 
8–10 pm, Sundays 6–10 pm. 

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

This home-brew is a little weak 
for Bushwick’s tastes.

The newest developer to take on 
the neighborhood’s old Rheingold 
brewery site must honor a promise 
made by the former owner to set 
aside 30 percent of units for be-
low-market-rate housing, a local 
panel demanded last Wednesday, 
after the company announced that 
it would earmark only 20 percent 
of apartments for the so-called 
“affordable” scheme. 

“We are standing on the ground 
that we are asking for 30 percent,” 
Community Board 4 chairperson 
Julie Dent told All Year Manage-
ment, which revealed its plans to 
residents for the first time since 
snapping up half of the industrial 
site from Read Property Group 
in October.

Read made the commitment 
in 2013 when it was trying to se-
cure a zoning change for the land. 
At the time, it planned to build 
across the entire five-block brew-
ery property, and  the figure in-
cluded several lots it donated to 
community organizations so they 
could build senior housing .

But the firm sold the rest of 

Residents: Developer’s below-market pledge is below hopes 

The Rheingold standard

the site in two halves last year, 
and the original agreement — 
which was not legally binding 
— has been up in the air ever 
since. The other buyer, the Rab-
sky Group, still hasn’t commit-
ted to  any specific number  of be-
low-market units.

All Year insists that it is mak-
ing good on Read’s word with the 
20 percent offer, however, because 
the old folks’ housing will make 
up the other 10 percent.

“The spirit and the letter of the 
law of the Read agreement with 
this community is being fully up-
held,” said spokesman Jonathan 
Greenspun.

But the board members dis-
agreed with the company’s math, 
demanding it commit to the full 
30 percent for its own portion 
of the property instead of rely-
ing on separate developments to 
round it out.

Greenspun told the meeting 

that the company had already dis-
cussed the 20 percent figure with 
local activist group the Rheingold 
Coalition, and claimed the group 
was on board with the plan. 

But the coalition denied that, 
saying it only had one meeting 
with All Year and never came to 
any consensus — it wants the 
builder to sign its own agree-
ment instead of just piggy-
backing on the Read deal, said 
a spokesman.

“We’ll say we agree on some-
thing when something is signed 
on paper,” said the group’s chair 
Bruno Daniel.

Residents also slammed the 
developer for offering few other 
details on its already-under-
construction development after 
months of silence.

“You came to this meeting to-
night with no plans, no papers, 
nothing to give us in writing,” said 
housing and land use committee 
chair Martha Brown. “I beg you 
to have some respect for us.”

The panel told All Year it must 
return to future meetings with 
more detailed information — as 
well as a new pledge to commit 
30 percent of its property for be-
low-market units. 

Construction has already kicked off at the site of the old 
Rheingold brewery, but community members say devel-
opers still have some explaining to do when it comes to 
delivering on promised below-market-rate units.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This engine was really purr-
ing!

Heroic Windsor Terrace stu-
dents, motorists, and a pair of 
police officers joined fur-ces to 
rescue a hapless 2-month-old kit-
ten that ran inside the wheel of a 
running car on Ocean Parkway 
on Monday afternoon.

Passing high-school students 
helped roll the car over to the 
curb, where  Officers Christo-
pher Rinelli and Kenia Marte 

then worked diligently for two-
and-a-half hours to liberate the 
mini mouser, eventually using a 
jack to lift the car up and grab the 
grungy gal from underneath.

The driver — a pet lover who 
formerly owned a three-legged 
dog and a squirrel monkey — says 
either she, or any one of her three 
kids, will now adopt the kitten, 
which is still unnamed. 

“She’s beautiful,” said Ger-
aldine Cassone. “She’s going to 
get a good home at my house or 
with one of my children.”

Kitten rescue!

Officers Christopher Ranelli, Officer Kenia Marte, and 
good Samaritan Geraldine Cassone with the rescued cat.
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