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EXCLUSIVE
By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Two Williamsburg waterfront 
warehouses  burned down last 
year  after firefighters failed to 
extinguish burning embers from 
a smaller blaze there hours earlier, 
according to two long-awaited re-
ports obtained by this paper.

The reveal comes on the heels 
of a lawsuit that also alleges the 
Bravest made things worse by 
shutting off the water supply to 
the entire building after the first 
fire, so sprinklers were out of or-
der when the fire reignited.

The reports — which inves-
tigators signed off on on Jan. 8, 
 despite department reps insisting 
the investigation was ongoing for 
weeks afterward  — finally pro-
vide some answers about the mas-
sive inferno that blazed through 
two CitiStorage warehouses on 
Jan. 31 last year, which neighbors 
and victims have been demanding 
from fire brass for months.  

According to the first report, 
a light fixture triggered the ini-
tial fire at one warehouse on N. 
11th Street at 4:29 am, igniting 
some cardboard boxes in a metal 
storage rack, then spreading up a 
wood pallet and through stacks 
of boxes across several levels of 
the building.

The report does not say how 
the first f lames were subdued 
— indeed, it does not say they 
were subdued at all — but the 

Report casts blame on FDNY for massive W’burg blaze

FUELING THE FIRE

initial incident report says the 
warehouse’s sprinkler system 
controlled the flames and fire-
fighters then doused the smoul-
dering debris. 

A suit from storage outfit Recall 
Holdings, one of the companies 
using the warehouse, claims the 
firefighters then turned off the wa-
ter to the entire property’s sprin-
kler system — making it inopera-
ble — instead of simply blocking 
off the handful of sprinklers ac-
tivated by the small fire. 

The crews then finished their 
work at 5:45 am, according to the 
initial incident report.

The fire then reignited at 6:28 
am, according to the second de-
partment report, and the confla-
gration spread through the N. 11th 
Street warehouse —  including the 
thousands of government and other 
documents it contained  — then on 
to the neighboring N. 12th Street 
warehouse where building owner 
Norman Brodsky and his wife 
Elaine lived at the time.

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn  won’t host this year’s 
Democratic National Convention , 
but it could stage a Democratic 
debate! 

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I–Ver-
mont) on Saturday challenged fel-
low Democratic presidential can-
didate Hillary Clinton to a war of 
words on Kings County turf ahead 
of the New York presidential pri-
mary in April. 

“Why won’t they debate in 
Brooklyn? What’s the matter 
with Brooklyn?” Sanders’s cam-
paign manager Jeff Weaver said 
in a statement last Saturday. 

Both campaigns  just agreed  
to add four more debates to their 
schedule — pending party ap-
proval — but are still negotiat-
ing over dates and locations. In its 
latest statement, Sanders’s camp 
laid out its terms: it will accept 
Clinton’s demand to wrangle in 
Flint, Mich. in March if the for-
mer secretary of state agrees to 
one in the borough of Kings the 
following month. 

Showdown in Brooklyn
Bernie challenges Hillary to debate in his native borough

The report, which states the 
second fire was “confined and 
extinguished,” cites the cause 
of the blaze only as “brands” — 
burning material left over from 
a previous fire. 

Brodsky recently  filed  a $3-mil-
lion lawsuit against Recall and a 
second tenant, CitiPostal, over the 
loss of his home and belongings 
on Jan. 15, claiming the storage 
companies were responsible for 
maintaining the space and there-
fore the pyre that engulfed it.

But Recall’s $50-million suit, 
filed on Jan. 29, points the finger 
at the Fire Department, claim-
ing it screwed up both by turn-
ing off the entire sprinkler sys-
tem and failing to fully extinguish 
the first fire.

A department spokeswoman 
claimed that the firefighters were 
just following protocol, and the 
sprinklers were the building’s re-
sponsibility.

“It is necessary for the fire de-
partment to completely deactivate 
the system, and it is the facility’s 
responsibility to call the sprinkler 
company to reactivate,” said Eli-
sheva Zakheim. 

Zakheim also claimed the fire-
fighters did fully extinguish the 
initial flames and denied the con- More than 200 firefighters from 40 companies were called in to fight the fire, which blan-

keted much of Williamsburg and Greenpoint in a thick haze.

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

Firefighters battle the CitiStorage blaze last January. A new 
report raises burning questions about an earlier fire there.
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(Top) Bernie Sanders is de-
manding Hillary Clinton de-
bate him in Brooklyn.  The 
Democratic rivals both have 
Kings County ties. (Far left) 
Clinton speaking at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
in 2000, during her cam-
paign for Senate. (Near left) 
Sanders in his James Madi-
son High School yearbook 
photo circa 1959.
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

What the L is going on?
The Metropolitan Transportation Au-

thority is refusing to give more details 
on  news that it may close the L train 
passageway to Manhattan for years of 
repairs due to damage caused by Hur-
ricane Sandy , and is blaming the me-
dia for publishing the “leaked” story 
and putting it in a position to answer 
to the public in the first place.

“We didn’t want to come out directly 
after this press leak — and quite frankly 
that’s what it was, a press leak — be-
fore we have any decisions to share 
with the community,” spokesman An-
drew Ingelsby told angry straphangers 
and business owners during a meeting 
about the potential closure last Thurs-
day morning.

The crowd grilled Ingelsby for answers 

on exactly what is wrong with the tunnel 
and what the repairs would entail during 
the packed meeting at Brooklyn Bowl 
in Williamsburg, slamming the transit 
agency for its silence on the potential 
closure in the weeks since  Gothamist 
first broke the news on Jan. 13 . 

“We’re not getting any answers, we’re 
not getting any solid information, and we 
need to proceed to defend ourselves,” 
said Felice Kirby, owner of watering hole 
Teddy’s Bar and Grill on Berry Sreet and 
member of the newly formed L Train Co-
alition, an alliance of local businesses ral-
lying to fight the potential closure. 

But Ingelsby refused to elaborate, stat-
ing only that the authority was still ex-
ploring its options and was not ready to 
reveal its repair plan to the public.

The uncertainty is already wreaking 
havoc on the neighborhood’s real estate 
climate, said a local broker, who claimed 

landlords and tenants have been afraid 
to sign new leases since the news broke, 
leaving storefronts empty.

“Concrete information will help 
some of these vacant storefronts get 
leased,” said Peter Levitan of Lee and 
Associates.

The tight-lipped treatment also has 
some straphangers terrified they have 
been blindly hurtling through an unsound 
shaft since the super storm in 2012.

“When we get on the L train, are we 
going to make it to the other side?” said 
state Sen. Martin Malave Dilan (D–Bush-
wick), who heads the state senate’s trans-
portation committee. “We don’t know if 
it’s that serious, and if it is that serious, 
someone has been very negligent.”

An agency rep later claimed the tun-
nel is currently safe, but said the tube 
needs long-term repairs due to the 
seven-million gallons of saltwater that 

surged through the passageway during 
the storm.

Dilan said he has been trying to get 
answers out of the state transit honchos, 
but that chairman and chief executive 
Thomas Prendergast and his minions 
have been completely unresponsive to 
his office’s repeated inquiries.

The coalition, along with local pols 
including Assemblyman Joe Lentol (D–
Greenpoint) and Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Williamsburg), are now demanding 
the transit authority provide them with 
an engineering report detailing the con-
dition of the tunnel in the near future.

And it had better make a compel-
ling case if it intends to go ahead with 
a years-long closure, said local busi-
ness owners, because shutting the di-
rect line between the boroughs full-time 
will starve them of customers.

“You will devastate the entire com-

As riders demand answers on closure, MTA blames media for covering it

In the grip of one of a rumorL

In what may be the best-lit public meeting of the year, locals packed 
into Brooklyn Bowl last Thursday to discuss the L train closure.
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munity,” said Thomas Dodd, owner of 
the Brooklyn Fire Proof galleries on Por-
ter Avenue, adding that he will consider 
shutting his business and moving out of 

Brooklyn if the closure happens.
The coalition will meet again on Feb. 

24 at 6:30 pm at Williamsburg’s Swing-
ing Sixties center.

“We are pleased to do it on 
March 3 before the Michigan 
primary provided the Clinton 
campaign will agree to Brook-
lyn, New York, on April 14,” 
Weaver said. 

Both parties boast solid Brook-
lyn ties. 

Sanders was born and raised 
in Flatbush, attending PS 197 in 
Midwood and James Madison 
High School in Madison, as well 
as studying for a year at Brook-

lyn College, before making the 
inconceivable decision to leave 
the borough.

Clinton  has stationed her cam-
paign headquarters  in Brooklyn 
Heights — though  reportedly  
hasn’t spent a lot of time there 
— and sometimes weighed in on 
borough issues during her time 
as a senator for New York —  in-
cluding slamming development 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park .

Kings County Democrats say 

they’re thrilled at the possibility 
of hosting the duo, and hope Clin-
ton accepts the challenge.

“I’m a big Bernie supporter, 
so for me it’s really exciting,” 
said Rachel Eve Stein, a Gow-
anus resident who is running to 
be a delegate for Sanders. “Clin-
ton’s headquarters are in Brook-
lyn, she wanted to be there … it 
seems strange she wouldn’t want 
to embrace us.”

Where should the big debate take place?
We’ve scouted a few locations. Vote in our online poll: brooklynpaper.com/debatepoll

Barclays Center. 
It’s big — but is it 
too big?

MCU Park. Coney 
Island — home of 
the sideshow.

Kings Theatre. In 
Flatbush, Sanders’s 
home nabe.

Brooklyn College. 
Sanders’s alma 
mater.
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See FIRE  on page 9

See DEBATE  on page 9
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

They’re coming around.
The Feds will likely give 

Coney Island’s B&B Carou-
sell the nation’s second-high-
est historical designation this 
month, according to folks at 
the National Register of His-
toric Places. An application to 
list the century-old carousel 
on the register recently passed 
state-level review and moved 
on to the Feds — whose ap-
proval is largely perfunctory, 
an insider said.

“The expectation is that is 
that the nominations that come 
to us are eligible — statisti-
cally, we accept most nomina-
tions that come to us through 
state offices,” National Reg-
ister historian Alexis Aber-
nathy said.

Gov. Cuomo announced 
support for the bid in Sep-
tember, and Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand wrote a letter to 
the National Parks Service 
last week urging it to list the 
B&B, because of the merry-
go-round’s link to Coney Is-
land’s heyday as an amuse-
ment monolith.

“The B&B has been a sta-
ple of Brooklyn’s Coney Is-
land and has played a signif-
icant role in shaping much of 
its distinctive amusement park 
culture,” Gillibrand wrote in 
the letter to agency honcho 
Jonathan Jarvis.

The 110-year-old, city-
owned carousel would be eli-
gible for federal preservation 

A good turn for the B&B
Feds: Historic designation likely for Coney’s carousel

A New York senator is pushing to list the painted ponies of Coney Island’s 
century-old B&B Carousell on the National Register of Historic places.
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grants if officials list it in the 
register.

The B&B is the handiwork 
of an all-star cast of Coney Is-
land carousel builders, paint-
ers, and horse-carvers whose 
work made Coney Island a 
Mecca for carousel-creation 
at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury, according to carousel 
experts.

It includes a horse by M.C. 
Illions, who the New York 
Times called the “Michel-
angelo of carousel carvers,” 
and dozens more by noted 
carver Charles Carmel — their 
brightly colored and expres-

sive horses  define the “Coney 
Island Style,”  one of the three 
major carousel art styles the 
National Carousel Associa-
tion recognizes.

The carousel’s pedigree is 
undeniably important to na-
tional history, the association’s 
president said.

“[The B&B’s history] 
makes it a strong example of 
a carousel that tells the story of 
the carousel industry in Coney 
Island,” Bette Largent said. 
“It certainly contains enough 
history of the Golden Age of 
Carousels to be of true his-
toric significance.”

The masters first built the 
carousel for a park in New Jer-
sey, but it moved to the Peo-
ple’s Playground  after the Jer-
sey park went belly-up. The 
city sent it to Ohio for resto-
ration in 2005, and it  made a 
glorious return in 2013 .

The B&B Carousell (yes, 
it’s spelled with two Ls) would 
be the 169th site in Brooklyn 
and the sixth carousel in the 
state to go on the register. The 
designation would make it el-
igible to become a national 
landmark — the country’s 
highest historical designa-
tion, federal officials said.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Lox it in!
Manhattan institution Russ 

and Daughters — which has 
been serving up smoked fish, 
caviar, and bagels on the dis-
tant island since 1914 — will 
open its first Brooklyn out-
post inside an old Navy Yard 
weapons depot next year, the 
company announced Mon-
day. 

The store’s owner says the 

200-year-old former shipyard 
is the perfect spot for such a 
long-running salmon-slinger 
to make its Kings County de-
but.

“It’s a natural fit,” said 
Niki Russ Federman, a 
fourth-generation owner of 
the iconic store. 

The appetizing emporium 
will lease space in the Navy 
Yard’s Building 77, which 
is currently undergoing a 
$185-million renovation from 

windowless storage space to 
a slick business hub. 

The beloved establishment 
will open a bakery, cater-
ing operation, and shipping 
center in the building  plus 
a grab-and-go store serving 
up breakfasts and lunches 
that can be devoured in the 
building’s football-field-sized 
ground-floor food court. 

The company says it will 
hire 30 new employees to staff 
the operation, and one Brook-

lyn leader says he is confident 
the operation will be a boon 
for both the borough’s econ-
omy and its stomach. 

“The sweet smell of suc-
cess will soon be wafting 
from the halls of Building 
77, as Russ and Daughters 
anchors a new hub of man-
ufacturing that will serve up 
quality jobs — and quality 
bagels — to Brooklyn and 
beyond,” said Borough Pres-
ident Adams.

Russ & Daughters for Brooklyn

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR

SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION

ALL DESIGNER COLLECTIONS INCLUDED

OUR FAMOUS 
PRESIDENT’S WEEK

BLOWOUT
UP TO 80% 
OFF

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.

Prices effective through February 15, 2016

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella
3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella
2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella

portabellastores.com

SUITS

Dress & Casual

$3999
2 for $75

BLAZERS

Calvin Klein

$7999
Value $400

OVERCOATS

Special events
$9999

TUXEDOS

CASUAL SHIRTS

Slim fi t

$1999
2 for $35

$2499
2 for $40

SWEATERS

Stay warm

$967
3 for $25

$1367

$1999
Value to $80

SHOES

Dress, Casual
tuxedo

$1999

$2999

$3999

Slim fi t suits 

$5999
2 for $100

Vested suits 

$9999
2 for $180

OUTERWEAR

Stay Warm
$1999
2 for $35

$2999
2 for $50

$3999
2 for $75
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Helping Brooklyn Th rive
nym.org   •   866-

EXCEPT IONAL

The Institute for Orthopedic Medicine and Surgery at New York Methodist 
Hospital off ers comprehensive treatment for orthopedic disorders including 

sports injuries and joint replacement. An exceptional team of specialists provides 
a broad range of services and focuses on helping patients heal, often resulting in a 
full recovery and a life that’s pain-free.

Grand
Reopening

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This plan is sunk!
A Red Hook dock owner’s 

 dream of bringing historic 
ocean liner the S.S. United 
States to Brooklyn’s water-
front  is dead in the water, 
after the boat’s skippers an-
nounced last Thursday that 
they have struck a deal with 
someone else. 

But the businessman says 
he is not salty about the snub 
— he is just happy to see the 
boat spared from the scrap 
heap.  

“I would prefer it to be 
here more than anywhere 
but it has to be saved and 
that’s the first priority,” said 
John Quadrozzi Jr., who had 
hoped to bring the boat to his 
Gowanus Bay Terminal at the 
end of Columbia Street, and 
turn it into an office and en-
tertainment complex.

The S.S. United States 
Conservancy — which has 
been paying to keep the de-
caying 63-year-old ship in a 
Philadelphia dock since 1999 

Brooklyn no moor!
Plan to bring S.S. United States to Red Hook scuttled

— says it will unveil the new 
berth on Feb. 4. Quadrozzi 
said he doesn’t know where 
that will be yet, but confirmed 
it won’t be in his port.

The location of the press 
conference may offer some 
clues, however — it will be in 
Manhattan, where a mystery 
real-estate mogul was previ-
ously rumored to be vying 
for the contract.

The conservancy has been 
looking for a benefactor to 
bankroll a new home and 

look for the larger-than-Ti-
tanic liner — which once fer-
ried icons including President 
John F. Kennedy and anima-
tor Walt Disney across the At-
lantic — since October.

Quadrozzi offered to house 
the boat free at his waterfront 
empire, where he hoped to 
retrofit the craft with start-
up offices, a gym and swim-
ming pool, eateries, a school, 
and a maritime museum — a 
plan that proved popular with 
locals  but struggled to find 

financial backers .
Still, he says, if the con-

servancy’s new plans don’t 
pan out, his offer remains 
on the table.

“In the event that plans 
fall through we are hopeful 
we could put this option to-
gether,” he said. “Certainly 
there has been a lot of inter-
est and support in bringing 
the ship to Brooklyn.” 

The conservancy did not 
return requests for com-
ment.

John Quadrozzi Jr.’s plan for the S.S. United States is no more.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The man police arrested for 
being the infamous Park Slope 
Groper was falsely accused, 
a jury found last week. 

Jesse Dailey — who police 
collared as the culprit behind 
a spate of gropings in 2013 — 
walked out of Brooklyn Su-
preme Court a free man on 
Jan. 25 after police bungled 
the investigation and the evi-
dence against him did not add 
up to a conviction, according 
to one juror. 

“We didn’t have enough ev-
idence to prove it was Jesse 
Dailey,” said Community 
News Group reporter Alley 
Olivier, one of the jurors in 

the trial. “He seemed like a 
victim of wrong place, wrong 
time.”

The media dubbed Dailey 
the Park Slope Groper  after 
police charged him with grab-
bing the butts of three girls, 
ages 10 and 11 , in the well-
to-do neighborhood on two 
separate occasions. 

The then-34-year-old com-
puter programmer — who  was 
identified  due to his resem-
blance to a widely circulated 
police sketch of the groper — 
 has long maintained  that he 
was a victim of mistaken 
identity. 

The case against Dailey 
was dismantled in large part 
by the officers who created 

it. In a pre-trial hearing, one 
of the detectives testified that 
he had never shown the vic-
tims a picture of Dailey be-
fore they picked him out in a 
lineup. The claim was later 
proven false, shredding the 
cop’s credibility.

“We heard that he had 
lied on the stand,” said Ol-
ivier. “The prosecutor admit-
ted to it.”

Experts later testified that, 
by showing the girls pictures 
of Dailey before he appeared 
in a line-up, the detectives had 
tainted their memory and could 
have influenced their choice, 
according to Olivier. 

Also sinking the case was 
the fact that the only victim 

Jury fi nds accused ‘Park 
Slope Groper’ not guilty

to see the defendant’s face 
clearly during the groping 
did not identify Dailey when 
asked if her attacker was in 
the court room.

“The third girl saw the 
man twice, and both times 
she saw his full face head on, 
and she couldn’t ID him,” said 
Olivier.

Dailey also faced additional 
charges stemming from an en-
counter he had with an under-
cover detective, who — sus-
pecting Dailey of the groping 
crimes — approached him and 
asked for identification, which 
led to a scuffle that left the de-
tective with a dislocated shoul-
der. The jury acquitted him 
on that count as well.

The jury — which included 
parents and teachers — didn’t 
doubt that someone groped the 
girls and had a strong desire 
to see the person responsible 
brought to justice, but after 
much deliberation, they simply 
weren’t convinced Dailey was 
that man, Olivier said.
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The problems with poor-quality vinyl windows:

•  Even through normal temperature changes,  
poor-quality vinyl windows and patio doors can 
expand, contract, warp and leak.

•   If their seals break and the insulating gas escapes, 
your energy-efficiency goes out the window.

The solution is our Fibrex® window:

•  We’re the replacement window division of 
Andersen, and they developed our 
Fibrex material to meet their 
superior standards.

•   Fibrex is so strong it helps 
prevent glass movement, seal 
failure, and discomfort in 
your home.

•  Our Fibrex material is 
twice as strong as vinyl, 
and—unlike wood—
requires virtually no 
maintenance.*

1Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas, discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution 
and applies to minimum purchase of 6 or more windows and/or patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit to qualify. 0% 
APR and no payments for 24 months available, subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit 
ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 24 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Renewal by 
Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with 
Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, which are subject to credit requirements. Renewal 
by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer 
Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs 
License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License #: H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently 
owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. 
©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *See the Renewal by Andersen 20/2/10 limited warranty for details.

Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

1-800-400-0807

 Only through February 28th

You get the windows,  
we pay the interest

&

2 YEARS 

$227 OFF every window1

$515 OFF every patio door1

With our Instant Rewards Plan

NO INTEREST  +  
NO PAYMENTS1

Even if interest 
rates go up 
elsewhere, you 
won’t pay any 
interest with us 
for 2 years. 

�

Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 
6 or more windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing 
provided by third parties and is subject to credit requirements. Interest 
accrues during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the 

purchase amount is paid in full within 24 months.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A brute attacked a guy 
after he refused to give him 
more money on Fourth Av-
enue on Jan. 26. 

The victim said the ruf-
fian approached him, asking 
for money, near Pacific Street 
at 2:50 am. When he handed 
over some cash, the lout de-
manded more and decked the 
victim in the face when he re-
fused, police reported. 

The miscreant tried to steal 

the victim’s bicycle, but was 
unsuccessful and fled on foot, 
said cops. The victim followed 
him, calling 911 along the way, 
but this only angered the 
knave more, and he rounded 
back on the victim for a sec-
ond time, delivering another 
blow to the face and stealing 
his cellphone and wallet, ac-
cording to a report. 

Phone plunder
A couple of nogoodniks 

snatched a man’s cellphone 
at gunpoint as he was at a 
Smith Street subway station 
on Jan. 26.

The victim told police he 

Brute attacks man at refusal to hand over cash
was in the station near Ber-
gen Street at 11:50 pm when 
two guys came up behind 
him and said, “Give me your 
phone.” 

The goons started punch-
ing him in the face and body, 
causing his right eye to swell. 
One of the punks took his 
phone and pointed a gun at 
him, but then fled on foot 
out of the station, police re-
ported.  

Bad chat 
A chatty criminal took a 

woman’s wallet from her bag 
as he tried to start a conver-
sation with her at a Lawrence 
Street restaurant on Jan. 28.

The victim said she was 
having dinner near Wil-
loughby Street at 5:52 pm 
when a strange woman sat 
next to her and started a con-
versation. The tight-lipped 
victim said she tried to ig-
nore her and shifted her po-
sition, leaving her property 
unattended for 30 seconds 
to a minute at a time. When 
she turned away, the sneak 
reached into the woman’s bag 
and removed her wallet, leav-
ing shortly after with a guy, 
said a report. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Unfare
Some cretin punched a 

peace officer with a spiky 
glove after he was caught try-

ing to ride the subway for free 
at a Flatbush Avenue station 
on Jan. 26. 

The bozo had crawled 
under the turnstile at Nev-
ins Street Station at 7:20 pm 
without paying his fare when  
a peace officer stopped him, 
police said. He refused to co-
operate with the officer and 
resisted arrest by kicking and 
flailing his arms. 

The brute also struck the 
officer on the right side of his 
face with a closed fist while 
wearing a glove with metal-
studded spikes, causing vis-
ible injury, according to the 
report. 

Bag, please?
A pair of punks asked a 

woman for her bag on Greene 
Avenue on Jan. 29 — then 
swiped it when she refused. 

The victim told police she 
was strolling near Cambridge 
Place at 9:55 pm when two 
guys approached her from be-
hind, asking for her bag. She 
told them “no,” but one of the 
cads grabbed her purse from 
her shoulder anyway. 

Her wallet — which con-
tained $20, credit cards, and 
a debit card — toppled out of 

the bag and he picked it up, 
fleeing to parts unknown, 
said reports. 

Laptop loot
A sneak stole a laptop from 

a Willoughby Avenue dormi-
tory on Jan. 22. 

The victim told police she 
left her laptop on her bed at 
2:15 pm and when she returned 
to her room near Grand Ave-
nue at 11 pm it was gone. 

She said she has one room-
mate but she was not there 
that night, and someone must 
have entered her room with-
out permission to do so and 
removed her computer. 

— Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Fighting back
Two bruisers beat up and 

robbed another teen on Hoyt 
Street on Jan. 22, but their 
take cost one a fat lip, po-
lice said.

The victim told police he 
was near Butler Street around 
9:30 am when the dastardly 
duo approached and asked 

him what he had in his pock-
ets. One took out a knife and 
showed it to the victim, but 
instead of emptying his pock-
ets, the victim punched the 
knave in the face, stated of-
ficials.

The two troublemakers 
overwhelmed the victim 
though, punching him and 
then knocking him down, 
police said. His iPhone fell 
out of his pocket during the 
fight, and one of the perps 
grabbed it, then they both 
fled, police said.

Bitter Swede
Some cad stole a woman’s 

purse out her shopping cart 
at a low-cost Scandinavian 
furniture retailer on Beard 
Street on Jan. 31, authori-
ties said.

The woman told police 
she was shopping at the store 
near Otsego Street around 6 
pm when she left her bag in 
the cart momentarily. She 
came back to the cart and 
her purse was gone, along 
with her credit cards, driv-
er’s license and car keys, po-
lice reported.

Filthy crook
An apparently dirty shop-

lifter stole $55 worth of body 
wash from a Smith Street 
drugstore on Jan. 31, accord-
ing to police.

Employees told cops the 
thief walked into the store near 
Warren Street around 4:30 am. 

He grabbed 10 bottles of body 
wash, skipped the checkout 
line, and fled in a cab, police 
said. 

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Bad ambassador
A con-man screwed a Third 

Avenue man out of $1,200 in 
a wire fraud scheme on Jan. 
26, police said.

The man received a call 
at his apartment near 100th 
Street around 2 pm from a man 
claiming to be a sergeant at the 
United States Embassy in the 
Dominican Republic. 

The fraudster told the man 
he had his grandson in cuffs 
and the victim needed to wire 
over the cash to get him out, 
cops said. So the man went 
to Western Union and wired 
the money to a man in the Do-
minican Republic.

Jewel heist
A jewelry thief broke into 

a home on 74th Street some-
time between Jan. 24 and Jan. 
29, police said.

The victim told police she 
left her home near 13th Ave-
nue around noon on Jan. 24 
and came back five days later 
around 7 am. Once she ar-
rived, she discovered a jew-
elry box missing and jew-
elry missing from another 
box, police said. There were 
no signs of forced entry, po-
lice reported.

Corner score
Two robbers cornered a 

man at his home on 72nd Street 
on Jan. 26, police said.

The victim said he was in 
his home near 10th Avenue at 
11 pm when the two brutish 
bandits pushed him against 
the front door. They searched 
his pockets, netted $60, and 
fled, a police report stated.

No video evidence is avail-
able, according to cops.

Cash grab
A burglar hit a woman’s 

Shore Road apartment and 
stole a trove of cash on Jan. 
20, according to a police re-
port.

The victim left her home 
near 93rd Street around 4 
pm and came back later that 
night around 1:30 am to find 
her front door unlocked. One 
of her drawers was open and 
someone had taken a stash 
of $10,000 she had there, po-
lice said.

High score
A bandit snuck into a man’s 

Eighth Avenue home while he 
was on vacation from Jan. 21 
through Jan. 26 and made off 
with his gaming console.

The man returned to his 
home between 67th and 68th 
streets on Jan. 26 around 5 
pm to find his apartment door 
closed, but unlocked, cops 
said. Someone had pushed 
in an air conditioning unit 
in a bedroom window facing 
Eighth Avenue and grabbed 
a Playstation 4, video games, 
a watch, and a pair of Beats 
headphones, police said.

— Dennis Lynch and 
Anna Ruth Ramos

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Elevator snatch
Cops arrested a guy who 

they say mugged an older 
man in the stairwell of his 
Jackson Street residence on 
Jan. 27.

The victim’s son told cops 
his dad was walking into 
his housing authority build-
ing near Kingsland Avenue 
around 6:12 pm when the sus-
pect followed him through the 
door. He then followed the 
man into the elevator and 
started demanding money, po-
lice said. When the guy said 
he had no money, the alleged 
lout started grabbing at his 
pockets, authorities said. 

The suspect cornered the 
victim at his apartment door 
after they left the elevator, re-
straining him with one hand 
and using the other to rifle 
through his pockets and pull 
out a handful of cash, an iden-
tification card, and a Metro-
Card, according to a police 
report. The alleged perp fled 
down the stairs, though cops 
later caught up with him, and 
he dropped the guy’s Metro-
Card on the way out, police 
said.

Gym rats
A nasty trio pilfered the 

cash register of a Berry Street 
gym on the night of Jan. 29.

An employee of the per-
sonal training studio near 
N. 14th Street said surveil-
lance footage shows the trou-
blemakers jumping the fence 
of a nearby establishment and 
coming in through an un-

locked side door at around 
9:30 pm, according to a po-
lice report. 

One of the punks stayed on 
the first floor and robbed the 
cash drawer while the other 
two looted around upstairs, 
police said. The trio fled the 
way they came, cops said. 

Shattering
A jerk broke into a lady’s 

car by shattering the window 
while it was parked on N. Sev-
enth Street sometime between 
Jan. 22 and Jan. 27.

The owner told cops she 
parked her vehicle legally 
near Meeker Avenue at 10 
pm on Jan. 22, but returned 
at 4:30 pm on Jan. 27 to find 
it missing. The crook left 
broken glass strewn on the 
street where the car had been 
parked, police said.  

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Curses 
An unhinged driver lost 

his temper and punched a 
traffic agent who gave him 
a ticket at the corner of Broad-
way and Havemeyer Street 
on Jan. 29.

The victim had just placed 
a ticket on a gray sedan at 
12:40 pm when the car owner 
came up and said, “Are you 
f------ serious? We are on the 
same job — I work right here,” 
according to a police report. 
The surly driver then shoved 
the traffic agent and said, “I 
should punch you in your f--
---- mouth, f--- your f------ 
ticket,” authorities said. 

The potty-mouth started to 
walk away, then turned around 
and ripped up the ticket be-
fore punching the victim in 
the chest, cops said. The perp 
then jumped into the newly 
ticketed car and sped down 
Broadway toward Marcy Av-
enue, police said. 

Invisible gun
A lout grabbed a guy’s wal-

let after threatening to kill 
him on McKibbin Street on 
the night of Jan. 26.

The victim was near White 
Street around 9:10 pm when 
the scoundrel came out of 
McKibbin Park and said, “I 
have a gun and I will kill you,” 
police said. 

The victim forked over his 
wallet, but the perp kept fol-
lowing him down the street 
demanding more stuff, ac-
cording to a police report. 
The thief then noticed an-
other person nearby and ran 
down White Street towards 
Boerum Street, according to 
a police report. 

Authorities said the male-
factor had an object in his 
hand during the incident, 
but it was unclear whether it 
was actually a gun.

Crook-tail
Cops cuffed a guy who al-

legedly assaulted a woman 
who he suspected of calling 
the cops as he and two bud-
dies pilfered a Moore Street 
liquor store on Jan. 26.

The woman said she was 
near Humboldt Street at 8 pm 
when she saw three men load-
ing up a brown van with boxes 
of booze from the nearby li-
quor store, police said. She 
passed by the store while 
on her cellphone, and one 
of the alleged bandits as-
sumed she was calling the 
cops and started to chase her 
down Humboldt Street while 
the other two hopped in the 
van and sped away, authori-
ties said. The thirsty thieves 
made off with 165 cases of 
booze — including heaps of 
pineapple vodka and brandy 
— altogether worth $1,700, 
cops said. 

Cops caught up with the 
alleged assailant the next 
morning at around 6:30 am 
and charged him with as-
sault, according to a police 
report. 

Public spectacle
Cops collared an alleged 

rogue who they believe was 
part of a trio that beat up a guy 
for taking off his glasses on S. 
First Street on Jan. 24.

The victim told cops he 
was near Roebling Street at 
10:15 pm when the alleged lout 
approached him along with 
two buddies. The victim took 
off his specs while walking 
past the group, and the alleged 
attacker said “Why are you 
taking off your glasses?” be-
fore punching the guy in the 
face and dragging him to the 
ground in a chokehold, ac-
cording to a police report. 

The victim said while he 
was getting trounced he felt the 
suspect’s hand in his pocket, 
but after the trio fled he found 
his wallet and cellphone on 
the ground, cops said.

Police later cuffed the al-
leged assailant, who had a 
small bag of marijuana in 
his pocket, according to a 
police report. 

— Allegra Hobbs
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I
t’s no dog-and-pony show!

Thousands of “My Little Pony” fans will 
stampede to Park Slope’s Grand Prospect Hall 

for a three-day celebration of the brightly-col-
ored magical horses. PonyCon, taking place Feb. 
13–15, will offer music, games, and friendship 
to anyone who adores the equine toys or their 
cartoons, say organizers.

“This is a gathering of all people who love 
‘My Little Pony’ in all its incarnations,” said 
Bill Crumlic, PonyCon’s operations director. 
“From the toys of the 1980s which started it all, 
to the TV shows and movies that were produced 
back then, to today’s ‘My Little Pony: Friend-
ship is Magic’ television show.”

That latest “My Little Pony” cartoon show, 
which started in 2010, has sparked an intense 
and loyal fandom, including (but not limited 
to) “Bronies” — boys and adult men who adore 
and identify with the traditionally girl-targeted 

series. Despite some neigh-sayers, PonyCon is 
open to bronies, little girls, and pony fans of all 
ages and genders, say the organizers. 

“There’s something for everyone at the con-
vention,” said Crumlic. “We’re very focused on 
providing a good time for families. And Park 
Slope is chock-full of families, so we have a 
bunch of events that will be for them as well 
as adults who love the show.” 

Attendees at PonyCon can expect pony-
inspired musical acts like the Shake-ups in 
Ponyville, panels with voice actors from the 
show, displays from artists who work on the 
cartoons and comic books, and participatory 
events like “Prancing with the Stars,” writing 
and drawing classes, and an empowerment work-
shop titled “Finding Your Cutie Mark.”

The event is no one-trick pony — this is its 
fourth annual incarnation, with earlier Pony-
Cons stabled in New Jersey and at St. Francis 
College in Brooklyn Heights. Grand Prospect 
Hall offers a larger, more elegant space for the 
2,500–4,000 people expected to hoof it to the 

show, said Crumlic. 
At the tail-end of the day, PonyCon is not 

just about cartoon ponies, says Crumlic — it 
is about bringing people together.

“‘My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic’ comes 
along and it teaches the value of friendship, 
the value that: sometimes you learn tough les-

sons, but you can still be friends after these 
tough lessons.” 

PonyCon at Grand Prospect Hall [263 Pros-
pect Ave. between Fifth and Sixth Avenues in 
Park Slope, (347) PONY-790, www.ponycon.
nyc]. Feb. 13–15, 10 am–10 pm. $35 per day 
($15 kids, $75 for all three days).  

Unholy sound 

They have kicked Jesus out of the band.
A merry band of Williamsburg heathens 

are taking the gospel out of gospel music with 
their soulful, secular riff on the holy harmo-
nies. Brother Joscephus and the Love Revolu-
tion, which will play at the Bell House on Feb. 
13, is attempting to wrest the genre from its 
religious origins and make it accessible to all 
walks of life, said the group’s frontman.

“If you’re not down with the Jesus, the gos-
pel music is pretty exclusionary I think,” said 
David Mendelsohn, who will take to the Bell 
House stage as Brother Joscephus. “I thought, 
why can’t music like this be a little more uni-
versal and just about love and that type of 
thing?”

Mendelsohn, who was raised in a Reform 
Jewish home, said the upbeat tone of the gos-
pel tunes really jived with him, but the Chris-
tian message was a huge turn-off for someone 
just trying to have a good time — so he and 
his fellow funky secular humanists decided 
to set an all-inclusive message to the spiritual 
sounds they loved.

The profane performance group — which 
has a rotating cast of between 10 and 12 mu-
sical members, depending on what city they 
are in — will give a special holiday perfor-
mance at the Saturday night show, which hap-
pens the night before Valentine’s Day and a 
few days after Fat Tuesday, adding some bonus 
New Orleans street music to its usual horn- 
and vocals-heavy music.

“It will be a true Mardi Gras–Valentine’s 
Day love fest,” said Mendelsohn.

The message of the anti-gospel group’s love 
revolution is one Mendelsohn hopes everyone 
can get on board with. The band is peddling 
a secular kind of righteousness, he said, with 
the high calling of spreading the love.

“I think ‘righteous’ is a word that means 
being the best type of person you can be,” he 
said. “Being really good to other people is be-
ing righteous.”

Brother Joscephus and the Love Revolution at 
the Bell House [149 Seventh St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510, 
www.thebellhouseny.com]. Feb. 13 at 9 pm. $12 
($10 in advance). — Allegra Hobbs

M U S I C

Word’s pick — “Bernie” by Ted Rall
This graphic novel about presidential can-

didate Bernie Sanders does not begin with his 
birth, but with a brief history of the Demo-
cratic Party. After lay-
ing that foundation, it 
leads into a biography 
of the Vermont sena-
tor and the Bernie phe-
nomenon. Intriguing, 
quirky, and enlighten-
ing, this book is a good 
read for anyone who 
wants a crash course in 
Bernie Sanders.

— Alyssa Ki, Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — “Infi-
nite Jest” by David Foster Wallace

“Infinite Jest” turns 20 this year, and though 
the myth of Saint Dave may have chilled many 

to the work, there is still 
much to recommend in 
the behemoth. There’s 
the eerie prescience of 
lethally entertaining 
entertainment and an 
America entirely for 
sale. There’s the intri-
cate plot, involving Ca-
nadian terrorists,  tennis 
prodigies, and a halfway 
house in the Boston sub-
urbs. And then there’s 
the language: dense and 

labyrinthine, high and low, funny, sad, and alive, 
often all at once. Wallace’s magnum opus took 
in pretty much all of the late ’90s. And 20 years 
later, we are still inside it. 

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — “Can-
ada” by Richard Ford 

In “Canada,” Del Parsons’ parents — as unlikely 
a pair of bank robbers as North American litera-
ture has on offer — undertake a desperate heist 
that dooms them, and 
which looses Del and 
his even less-equipped 
sister, Berner, to tortu-
ous orphan fates that 
could hardly be more 
richly imagined or de-
scribed. It is a three-part 
novel, and the payoff 
in the third (and inge-
niously short) section 
is a gut-wrencher. It is 
handily the best con-
temporary novel I’ve 
read in years.

— Christien Shangraw, Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

T
here’s nothing feminine about hav-
ing a pussy! 

A new book of portraits aims to dem-
onstrate that masculinity and kitty-cats are a 
purr-fect combination. The photographer be-
hind “Men with Cats,” launching at Power-
house Arena in Dumbo on Feb. 11, says that 
male cat-owners are just regular Joes who 
enjoy a warm cuddle from time to time. 

“I just wanted to show that guys can 
own cats and be completely normal dudes,” 
said feline enthusiast David Williams. The 
Sunset Park photographer, who owns two 
kitties, Margo and Tux, wants to debunk 
the crazy cat lady (and cat gent) stereo-
type, and show that furballs are not always 
owned by loony single people. 

His book includes more than 75 photos 
of men posing with their kitties, each with 
a quote that describes what cat-life is like 
for the men. For instance, one completely 
normal, masculine dude describes his cat 
by saying: “Sneezle is the alpha male in 
our house. He’s large and in charge, and 
he does what he wants. He’s a great cat, 
but a terrible kitty.”

Williams started “Men with Cats” as 
a casual project in 2009, shooting friends 
and friends-of-friends with their kitties. But 
the feline photos went viral in early 2015, 

popping up on websites all over,  includ-
ing  Huffington Post  and  Cosmopolitan . So 
the project expanded, eventually including 
men California, Colorado, and Georgia as 
well as New York City residents.

Even though he is mad for cats, Wil-

liams says that he loves dogs equally. But 
cats are easier to take care of in the city, 
and they are not picky about who they give 
their heart to, he claims.

“It doesn’t matter your gender, I think a 
cat is going to love you no matter what as 

long as you feed them,” said Williams, who 
has clearly had a very different experience 
with feline affection than many people.

“Men with Cats” at Powerhouse Arena 
(37 Main St. at Water Street in Dumbo, pow-
erhousearena.com). Feb. 11 at 7 pm. Free.

The mane event
Giant ‘Pony’ fest in Slope

They’ll neigh your dreams come true: The organizers of PonyCon, happening Feb. 
13–15 at the Grand Prospect Hall in Park Slope, say the event is open to pony fans of 
all ages and genders.
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Boys’ meows
Photo book focuses on cats and their manly owners

Ladies 
love 

dogs!
A Sunset Park photog-

rapher created an entire 
book, “Men with Cats,” to 
honor the unbreakable rela-
tionship between men and 
their whiskered pals. In the 
interest of equal coverage, 
Brooklyn Paper presents 
“Women with Dogs,” an in-
depth look at the bond be-
tween women and their cud-
dly canine companions in the 
County of Kings.

Tara, with Milo in Green-
point: “I always call him my son. 
He has his own clothes and he 
has some cute sweaters and some 
boots. He was a raptor for Hallow-
een. He looked pretty great in it 
— he hates that one the most but 
he’ll still wear it for me.”

Kerry, with Parker in Wil-
liamsburg: “She’s an unbe-
lievably mellow dog that I love.  
She’s extremely easygoing even 
though she lives in New York, 
and she’s just an all around cool, 
laid-back dog. She does noth-
ing wrong.”

Rabara, with Rufus in Brook-
lyn Heights: “He’s a really 
sweet dog. He’s very smart and 
he’ll just do whatever you want 
him to do. He’s very easygoing, 
one of the best. We play hide-
and-go-seek and he comes and 
finds me behind the tree.”
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The mew guy: Photographer David Williams, posing with his cat Tux, aims to show that you can be a regular dude and own a cat with his book “Men with Cats.”
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
February 5

Mappa 
don’t preach
Chamber pop band 
Mappa Mundi, led by 
multi-instrumentalist 
Adam Levine (pic-
tured) offers a sneak 
listen at some of the 
new tunes from its 
upcoming album. 
Swoon to the Brook-
lyn band’s lush har-
monies, then settle in 
for following acts 
Thomas Moran and 
Eliza and the Organix.

9 pm at Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. 
between Frost and 
Richardson streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770, www.petescandys-
tore.com]. Free.

SATURDAY
February 6

Revolution 
on film
This month, the Brook-
lyn Museum’s Target 
First Saturday cele-
brates Black History 
Month with music per-
formances, a book talk 
and a screening of the 
documentary “The 
Black Panthers: Van-
guard of the Revolu-
tion” (pictured) at 8 
pm, followed by a dis-
cussion with the direc-
tor.

5–11 pm at Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000, 
brooklynmuseum.org]. 
Free.

SUNDAY
February 7

Super bowl 
of chili 
We have no particular 
investment in this 
year’s Super Bowl, so 
any viewing party 
needs to have some-
thing extra. Freddy’s 
raises the bar with an 
all-day party and a 
chili contest. Judging 
begins at half-time — 
and all day you can 
enjoy the happy hour 
special of a beer and 
a Nathan’s hot dog 
for $5. 

6:30 pm at Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131, www.freddys-
bar.com]. Free.

TUESDAY
February 9

Here comes 
the Son 
If you read descriptions 
of Kent Russell’s non-
fiction collection “I Am 
Sorry to Think I Have 
Raised a Timid Son,” 
you see a lot of “soci-
ety’s ragged edge” 
and “private childhood 
demons,” which might 
obscure the fact that 
this Brooklyn writer can 
also be really funny. 
Tonight he reads with 
Amanda Petrusich, 
author of “Do Not Sell 
at Any Price.” 

7 pm at Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096,  www.word-
brooklyn.com ]. Free.

THURSDAY
February 11

Vintage 
models 
Fashion models are the 
worst, with their pretty 
faces and youthful 
bodies. Yuck! Cleanse 
the palate with “Old 
Bags,” a one-night-only 
photo exhibit of mid-
dle-aged women with 
bags over their heads, 
created as a cheeky 
response to a culture 
terrified of aging. 

6:30–9:30 pm at 
Rabbithole [33 
Washington St. between 
Water and Plymouth 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 
852–1500], www.rabbit-
holeprojects.com]. Free.
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FRI, FEB. 5
ART, FREE FIRST FRIDAY: Enjoy live 

music and refreshments while taking 
a free look at the Society’s galleries. 
Free. 5–9 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklynhistory.org. 

ART, “ART GUERRA — RECENT 
WORKS” OPENING RECEPTION: 
A solo exhibit of 13 abstract can-
vases that use unusual materials, 
including glass beads, shredded 
rubber, and exotic pigments. Free. 
6–9 pm. Anthony Philip Fine Art [56 
Bogart St. between Harrison Place 
and Grattan Street in Williamsburg, 
(929) 279–1984], www.anthonyphilip-
fi neart.com. 

MUSIC, SVETLANA AND FRIENDS: 
The swing band plays at 8 pm. 
Dance lesson available at 7 pm. $20 
($17 students and seniors, kids free). 
7 pm. Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park West, 
between First and Second streets in 
Park Slope, (917) 292–1404], www.
dancingturo.com. 

MUSIC, WILCO: Starting at $45. 8 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

THEATER, “LONGYARN”: A shaggy-
dog folktale of a woman who was 
raised by cows, became a riverboat 
pirate and professional wrestler, 
and lost it all to a crack addiction. 8 
pm. $18. 8 pm. Bushwick Starr (207 
Starr St. between Irving and Wykoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.thebush-
wickstarr.org. 

MUSIC, PETER EVANS QUINTET: 
The band plays with special guests 
Aaron Burnett and Ingrid Laubrock. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

MUSIC, LIVE IRISH MUSIC: With Sean 
McNally. Free. 9 pm–midnight. 
Paddy’s of Park Slope [273 13th St 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
369–0831]. 

MUSIC, WYLAND: The pop-rock band 
plays songs from its upcoming EP. 
$8. 10 pm. Bar Matchless [557 Man-
hattan Ave. at Driggs Avenue in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–5333], www.
barmatchless.com. 

SAT, FEB. 6
THEATER, “ALICE IN WONDER-

LAND”: Puppetworks presents a 
marionette adaptation of Lewis 
Carroll’s classic, featuring an origi-
nal song score and scenery based 
on the original illustrations. $10 ($9 
children). 12:30 and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

MUSIC, “ME, MYSELF AND EYE”: The 
solo concert series presents alto 
saxophonist Briggan Krauss. $5 sug-
gested donation. 4:40 pm. Gallery 
440 (440 Sixth Ave at Tenth Street 
in Park Slope), www.connection-
works.org. 

MUSIC, NOURA MINT SEYMALI: One 
of Mauritania’s foremost musical 
emissaries, Seymali performs psy-
chedelic rock with special guest 74 
Dollar Bill. $20 ($15 in advance). 7 
pm. Pioneer Works [159 Pioneer St. 
between Imlay and Conover streets 
in Red Hook, (718) 596–3001], pio-
neerworks.org. 

“A SOCK’S FABLES”: A fun-fi lled, 
45-minute sock puppet show for 
kids, based on Aesop’s fables. With 
a puppet-making workshop after 
the show. $15. 10:30am. Triskelion 
Arts [106 Calyer St. between Banker 
Street and Clifford Place in Green-
point, (718) 389–3473], www.triskel-
ionarts.org. 

TALK, PROSPECT HEIGHTS COM-
MUNITY HOUSING FORUM: Com-
munity-based organizations discuss 
tenants rights and local affordable 
housing. Free. 1 pm. PS 9 (80 Under-
hill Ave. at Bergen Street in Prospect 
Heights). 

ART, RED ENVELOPE SHOW: For this 
Chinese New Year exhibit, artists 
painted on red envelopes. Each con-
tains a mystery gift for the person 
who purchases it. 6–8 pm. Grumpy 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SUN, FEB 7
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS. EDMONTON OILERS: 
$15–$1,050. 2:30 pm.

MON, FEB 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

DENVER NUGGETS: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, FEB 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

THU, FEB 11
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS. LOS ANGELES KINGS: 
$20–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, FEB 12
MUSIC, LADIES NIGHT R&B SUPER 

JAM: With Jodeci, Faith Evans, 
Jagged Edge, Blacktreet, and 
more. $65–$145. 8 pm.

SUN, FEB 14
MUSIC, MAXWELL AND NAS: 

$50–$300. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for an hour 
of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4PM AT  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Awesome to the max: Neo-soul singer and Brooklyn native 
Maxwell will perform with Nas at Barclays Center on Feb. 14.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 M
at

t 
Sa

yl
es

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

T
he Big Easy is coming to Williamsburg!

Brooklyn’s biggest Mardi Gras party is 
bouncing into music venue the Hall, with four 

days of jazz bands leading up to a Bourbon Street-
style bash and foodie feast on Feb. 9. The “New 
Orleans Mardi Gras Crawfish Boil” on Fat Tues-
day will have a heaping helping of bumping jazz 
from the Jambalaya Brass Band and Cajun cook-
ing that embodies the soul of Mardi Gras, said the 
Hall’s head chef.

“With the food, music, and Mardi Gras deco-
rations, it’s trying to bring some of that spirit to 
New York — nothing more, nothing less,” said 
Michael Psilakis, known for the modern Greek 
food served at his MP Taverna outposts. For this 
event, he experimented with a wide variety of 
traditional New Orleans-style food and drinks 
to match the music and the revelry required for 
a real Mardi Gras party. 

“The goal is to create a platform for people to 
enjoy themselves and to reach a state of kefi — 
that’s a Greek word that means a state achieved in 
a somewhat utopian blend of music, friendship, al-
cohol, and food,” he said.

Accordingly, the kitchen will serve  a wide va-
riety of classic New Orleans dishes , but the high-
light is a crawfish plate with a pound-and-a-half of 
crustaceans shipped directly from Louisiana and 
served with the traditional corn on the cob and red 
bliss potatoes. For drinks, Psilakis and his krewe 
will also mix up Hurricane cocktails and their own 
take on a Bourbon street classic: the crawgator dai-

quiri, a heady blend of rum and a half-dozen tropi-
cal and citrus fruits. 

Visitors can burn off some of that food when the 
seven-piece Jambalaya Brass Band takes the stage. 
The outfit follows in the tradition of New Orleans 
“second line” brass bands, which play celebratory 
music at the end of funerals, designed to lift the spir-
its of the people. The up-tempo, bouncing brass is 
irresistible, said the band’s leader.

“It’s a joyous noise, you walk in and it’s so joy-
ous you have to dance — it’s a celebration of life,” 
Ric Frank said.

The band will play a mix of originals, traditional 
New Orleans jazz, and modern takes on the genre by 
artists like Trombone Shorty and the Dirty Dozen 
Brass Band.

During the run-up to Fat Tuesday night, the Hall 
will host New Orleans psychedelic legend Dr. John 
and the Nite Trippers on Feb. 5 and 6, and a Zydeco 
Lundi Gras party on Feb. 7. 

“New Orleans Mardi Gras Crawfish Boil,” at 
the Hall [470 Driggs Ave, between N. 10th and N. 
11th streets, (718) 387–4001, www.thehallbrooklyn.
com]. 6 pm–2 am. $15 ($35 with crawfish platter).

Meal goes down Easy
Mardi Gras party has big eats and big beats

Crawfish king: Chef Michael Psilakis shows off a pot of crawfish and corn that he will 
serve up at the Hall’s Mardi Gras party on Fat Tuesday.

Bell of the ball
Brooklyn’s beloved Hungry 

Marching Band (pictured right) 
will bust out the brass to headline 
a “Mardi Gras Bash” at the Bell 
House on Fat Tuesday. Also perform-
ing will be soul-spinning DJ Jona-
than Toubin and the street jazz band 
Baby Soda, with magician Tanya 
Solomon introducing each act. Judge 
Solomon will also determine the 
winner of the night’s costume con-
test, so break out the feathers and 
beads! If you need a break, the Bell 
House will also serve up gumbo and 
drink specials all night. 

“Mardi Gras Bash” at the Bell 

House [149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510. www.
thebellhouseny.com] Feb. 9 at 9 
pm. $15.

Drink like a Catfish
Crown Heights Cajun eatery and 

bar Catfish will have four taps of 
Louisiana’s own Abita Brewing 
Company beer flowing on Fat Tues-
day, in addition to its usual New 
Orleans-style cocktails. All those 
drinks will be at happy hour prices 
all night (two bucks off!) and the Cat-
fish bartenders will be tossing out 
beads and other Mardi Gras prizes 

to the partying crowds.
Catfish [1433 Bedford Ave., be-

tween Prospect and Park places in 
Crown Heights, (347) 305–3233, 
www.catfishnyc.com].

Drink Heavier
Heavy Woods is one-upping Cat-

fish with five taps of Abita beers, 
serving the Louisiana brew for just 
four bucks each from Friday to Fat 
Tuesday! The bar will project a lives-

tream of the party on Bourbon Street 
on Tuesday night, while Brooklyn 
crowds boogie to the DJ and sip 
on $8 Hurricanes. And as always, 
Heavy Woods will serve contem-
porary takes on Cajun classics like 
po’ boy sandwiches, gumbo, and 
jambalaya.

Heavy Woods [50 Wyckoff Ave. 
between Starr Street and Willough-
by Avenue in Bushwick, (929) 234–
3500. www.heavywoodsbar.com].

Fat chances
If crawfish does not float your skiff, worry not — you have 

plenty of other options for Fat Tuesday!

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

W
hose frau-line is it any-
way?

A Williamsburg pro-
duction of the musical “Cab-
aret,” set in pre-World War 
II Germany, will invite audi-
ence members onto the stage 
to read lines and sing along 
with the actors. Those Damen 
und Herren who jump into 
the Brooklyn Theater Club’s 
production, which opens at 
Muchmore’s on Feb. 18, do 
not have to be trained actors 
 — they just have to have fun, 
says the play’s director.

“I think it really ranges 
from people who get super into 
it, and are totally in character, 
and some people are just hav-
ing fun and going about their 
lines,” said Stephen Schapero. 
“No matter what, we’re all do-
ing it together, and we always 
get a round of applause.”

The play, about a saucy cab-
aret called the Kit Kat Klub, in 
a Germany where Adolf Hit-
ler’s Third Reich is just com-
ing into power, will feature 
all of the songs and choreo-
graphed dancing audiences 
have come to expect of the 
beloved Broadway classic, 

according to Schapero. 
But before each one of the 

play’s two acts, crew members 
will offer copies of the script 
to audience members and in-
vite them to take on a minor 
role. The newly-recruited actor 
might have to sing or dance, 
but will not goose-step, said 
the director.

“No one will be a Nazi,” 
said Schapero.

Those who would rather 

not read from the script can 
still aid the show by becoming 
props. Those audience mem-
bers can look forward to being 
objectified in a variety of in-
teresting ways, according to 
actress Mara Frankel.

“They can participate as 
props and scenery,” said Fran-
kel, who plays Fraulein Sch-
neider. “We’ve had people be 
doors before. Last time we had 
someone as the meat grinder 
from ‘Sweeney Todd.’ ”

“We find lots of ways to 
make everybody useful,” 
Schapero added.

Everybody who attends the 
production will be invited to 
participate, but there is also 
room for ticket holders who 
just want to sit back and be en-
tertained, Schapero said.

“We ask everybody before 
the show and the second act 
if they want to be involved,” 
he said. “If you’re not a fan of 
audience participation, we’re 
open to that too.”

“Cabaret” at Muchmore’s 
[2 Havemeyer St. between 
N. Eighth and N. Ninth 
streets in Williamsburg, 
www.brooklyntheatreclub.
com]. Feb. 18 at 9 pm, Feb. 
20 at 6 pm, Feb. 25 and 27 at 
9 pm. $18 ($15 in advance).

Join the Cabaret
Show drafts cast from audience

Line ‘em up: The cast of Brooklyn Theater Club’s production of “Cabaret” will 
invite audience members to read lines and join the actors on stage.
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Play time: At Brooklyn 
Theater Club’s rendition 
of the Broadway clas-
sic “Cabaret,” audience 
members will be handed 
scripts before the show 
and asked to get into 
character.
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Please join us for the Impact Awards Gala:

THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 6–10 PM
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn

Join New York City’s LGBT Community at theJoin New York City’s LGBT Community at the

In its inaugural LGBT Community Impact 
Awards, Gay City News will recognize and 
celebrate outstanding contributions to New 
York City’s LGBT community, its progress, 
and its achievements.
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��GayCityNews.nyc/Impact/
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Stuart Appelbaum

Sarah Bender

Deborah Brennan 

Anthony Cirone 
& Chris Taylor
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Carrie Davis

Tom Duane

Todd Evans

Brendan Fay

������������

Bianey Garcia

Fred Ginyard

Ross Levi

Glenn Magpantay

Cathy Marino-Thomas

Hunter O’Hanian

Nancy Ploeger
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Melissa Sklarz

Wendy Stark

Jessica Stern

Robert Talmas 
& Joseph Vitale

Alan Van Capelle

Dr. Barbara Warren

Doug Wirth

�������	����������������
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	�����ads@gaycitynews.com���������718-260-8340
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718–260–8302 or jstern@cnglocal.com

A portion of the proceeds from this event will be donated to 
Point Foundation — National LGBTQ Scholarship Foundation
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BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Yours Sincerely [41 Wilson Ave. between George and Melrose streets in 
Bushwick, (929) 234–2344, www.yourssincerely.co]. Open Mon–Sat, 5 pm–2 
am; Sun, 5 pm–midnight.

Bert [82 Bond St. between 
Atlantic Avenue and State 
Street in Boerum Hill, (347) 
855–4849], www.grumpy-
bert.com. 

WASABASSCO’S TUNNEL 
OF LOVE: The burlesque 
troupe presents a Valen-
tine’s Day guide to romantic 
adventures, with hearts, 
fl owers, g-strings, and tas-
sels. $20 ($35 VIP). 9 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

SUN, FEB. 7
MUSIC, CONCERTS ON THE 

SLOPE: A violin, clarinet, 
cello, and piano group 
performs “Quartet for 
the End of Time.” Free. 2 
pm. St. John’s Episcopal 
Church [139 St. John’s Pl. 
between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3928], www.saintjohns-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, BRIGGAN KRAUSS: 
Free. 4:40 pm. Gallery 440 
(440 Sixth Ave between 
10th and 11th streets in Park 
Slope), www.briggankrauss.
com. 

“ADVENTURERS OF RU-LAN 
— THE PRINCE IS BORN”: 
Author Larry Bennett and 
illustrator Basia Tov present 
their story set in a vibrant 
Chinese culture. Free. 11 
am. BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacifi c and 
Dean streets in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 875–3677], www.book-
court.org. 

REVOLUTION-REVOLISYON 
CULMINATING EVENTS: 
Marking the 30 year an-
niversary of the fall of 
the Duvalier dictatorship 
with readings by Haitian 
Diaspora Artists and a 
screening of “The Agrono-
mist,” a documentary about 
Haiti’s fi rst independent 
radio station. $10 suggested 
donation. 2 pm. Shape-
shifter Lab [18 Whitwell Pl. 
between First and Carroll 
streets in Gowanus, (347) 
565–4429]. 

ARTS AND CRAFTS VALEN-
TINE MAKING PARTY: 
This art gallery and bar 
provides materials to make 
a hand-crafted card for your 
sweetie. Free. 5–10 pm. 
Flowers for All Occasions 
(1114 Dekalb Ave. at Broad-
way in Bushwick), www.fl ow-
ersforalloccasions.org. 

IMMERSIVE SUPER BOWL 
THROWDOWN: Enjoy beer 
and nachos while you watch 
the big game at House of 
Yes, which hosts its own 
half-time show and real 
cheerleaders. $5. 6:30 pm. 
House of Yes (2 Wyckoff 
Ave. at Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick), www.house-
ofyes.org. 

MON, FEB. 8
“WE ARE GOING TO DIE”: An 

evening of masked events 
and performances focused 
on mortality, with a short 
fi lm and wearable art from 
Nyssa Frank. Visitors must 
wear masks — some will be 
provided onsite. Free. 7–10 
pm. The Living Gallery (1094 
Broadway at Dodworth 
Street in Bushwick). 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL: 
Free comedy show hosted 
by Carolyn Busa and special 
guest Kristin Manna, with 
Joe Pera, Lynn Bixenspan, 
Clark Jones, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Over the Eight 
(594 Union Ave. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg), 
www.overtheeight.com. 

DANCE, DANCEROULETTE 
NEW MOVEMENT SERIES: 
The week-long festival of 
experimental dance and 
choreography presents 
three performances each 
night. $20 ($15 students 
and seniors). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

READING, “LOVE WILL 
MAKE OR BREAK YOU”: 
This pre-Valentine’s Day 
reading at the Franklin Park 
Reading Series features 
prose and poetry from 
Robert Lopez, Tony Tula-
thimutte, Mira Ptacin, Robin 
Beth Schaer, and Tommy 
Pico. With drink specials, 
sweet treats, and a book 
raffl e. Free. 8 pm. Franklin 
Park (618 St. Johns Pl. be-
tween Classon and Franklin 
avenues. in Crown Heights), 

franklinparkbrooklyn.com. 

TUES, FEB. 9
CHINESE NEW YEAR: Cel-

ebrate by adding your art to 
a giant good luck dragon, 
then make a smaller one to 
take home. Free with ad-
mission. 10:30 am – 3 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

ONE MEDICAL GROUP’S 
OPEN HOUSE: Take a tour 
of the new family care prac-
tice in Park Slope and enjoy 
complimentary wine and 
hors d’oeuvres. Free. 4 pm. 
One Medical Group [794 
Union St. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in 
Park Slope, (212) 624–1077], 
www.onemedical.com. 

THE REVIEW PANEL: A 
monthly forum for critical 
debate about contempo-
rary art, moderated by 
David Cohen of the online 
art magazine artcritical.com. 
Free with RSVP. 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza, between East-
ern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

DANCE, DANCEROULETTE 
NEW MOVEMENT SERIES: 
8 pm. See Monday, Feb. 8.  

WED, FEB. 10
FAMILY, RHYTHM STORIES: 

A young girl meets a mys-
terious and magical being 

who takes her on a journey 
through history to discover 
the ancestral rhythm of 
her people. $25. 10 am 
and noon. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/kumbletheater. 

TALK, DREW GILPIN FAUST 
ON THE CIVIL WAR: Drew 
Gilpin Faust discusses her 
monumental book, “This 
Republic of Suffering: Death 
and the American Civil War” 
with Emmy Award-winning 
documentary fi lmmaker Ric 
Burns. $15. 6:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, FRIENDS OF 
SINGLE PEOPLE — VAL-
ENTINE’S DAY EDITION: 
A hilarious live dating game 
show, where people advo-
cate for their single friends. 
$8 ($5 in advance). 7 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL PETROSI-
NO’S PETRIO LIVE JAZZ 
TRIO: Free. 8 pm. The 
Room at Dizzy’s (230 Fifth 
Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN RAGA 
MASSIVE LAUNCH PARTY: 
Brooklyn Raga Massive 
launches its Pioneer Works 
residency with three Afri-
can and Indian artists: Awa 
Sangho, Orakel, and the 
band Afrika Meets India. 
$15. 8 pm. Pioneer Works 
[159 Pioneer St. between 
Imlay and Conover streets in 
Red Hook, (718) 596–3001], 
pioneerworks.org. 

THURS, FEB. 11
ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 

AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many exhibits 
and galleries every Thurs-
day evening, sponsored by 
Squarespace. Free. 6– 10 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

READING, MURIEL BARBERY: 
Muriel Barbery, author of 
the bestselling novel “The 
Elegance of the Hedge-
hog,” comes to Brooklyn to 
discuss her newest novel, 
“The Life of Elves.” Free. 7 
pm. BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacifi c and 
Dean streets in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 875–3677], www.book-
court.org. 

TALK, A LITERARY EVENING 
WITH KAREN BLIXEN: 
Three experts discuss the 
life and legacy of the Karen 
Blixen, also known as Isak 
Dinesen, the author of “Out 
of Africa.” Free. 7 pm. The 
Danish Seamens Church 
[102 Willow St. between 
Clark and Pierrepont streets 

in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875–0042]. 

TALK, ARTISTS DISCUSSION 
OF “THIS PLACE”: Photog-
raphers discuss their experi-
ence documenting Israel 
and the West Bank for the 
exhibit “This Place.” Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MEET GEORGE WASH-
INGTON: A historian and 
George Washington re-en-
actor discusses the Battle of 
Brooklyn, his inauguration, 
and his visit to New Utrecht 
in April 1790. Washington 
will have an escort of two 
Revolutionary War re-en-
actors. Free. 7:30 pm. New 
Utrecht Reformed Parish 
House [1827 84th St. at 18th 
Avenue  in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 256–7173]. 

FRI, FEB. 12
ART, XOXO — ON LOVE 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
Lena Marquise and Cas-
par Petéus showcase a 
body of work based on 
phrases taken from fi lms, 
painted onto 20 canvases. 
A dance party with DJ 
Johnny Scuotto starts at 9 
pm. Free. 7–11 pm. Club 
157 (157 Manhattan Ave. 
between Meserole and 
Scholes streets; #1F in Bush-
wick), www.club157.com. 

MUSIC, TAJ WEEKES AND 
ADOWA ALBUM RELEASE 
PARTY: The Caribbean 
group releases its album 
“Love, Herb and Reggae.” 
$12. 7 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

MUSIC, MUSEUM MIXTAPE 
(DIRTY SOUTH EDI-
TION): A video-album in 
which up-and-coming rap-
pers perform improvised 
freestyle rhymes as live 
critiques of museums in the 
southeast United States. 
Free. 7 pm. Reverse [28 
Frost St. between Union 
and Lorimer streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (917) 655–2951], 
reversespace.org/museum-
mixtape. 

THEATRE, “A LITTLE NIGHT 
MUSIC”: A production 
of the Sondheim musical 
about the romantic lives of 
several couples. Features 
“Send in the Clowns”. $18. 8 
pm. The McKinney Chapel, 
at First Unitarian Society 
(116 Pierrepont St., between 
Clinton St. and Monroe 
Place in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.theater2020.com. 

COMEDY, F--- THAT MOVIE: 
Comedians discuss the 
movies they hate. With 
Mara Wilson, Liza Treyger, 
Pat Regan, and Gary Rich-
ardson. $5. 8 pm. Videology 
[308 Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–3468], www.videol-
ogy.info. 

MUSIC, RHYTHM CELEBRA-
TION CONCERT: With 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Raquy Danziger, Abbos 
Kosimov, and Dalia Carella. 
$20 ($10 students). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. 
between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638–5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

IT’S FRIDAY, I’M (NOT) IN 
LOVE — AN ANTI-VALEN-
TINE’S PARTY: DJ Gordon 
Gloom spins music for 
black-clad bitter people. 
$8 ($5 in advance). 10 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, FEB. 13
MUSIC, THE KNIGHTS WITH 

GIL SHAHAM: $18. 8 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

FILM, “THE ARTIST” WITH 
A LIVE SCORE: The silent 
fi lm gets a new soundtrack, 
performed live by Reel 
Orchestrette. $16. 11:50 
am. Nitehawk Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

ART, “THE PEOPLE COULD 

FLY” OPENING RECEP-
TION: An exhibit of quilts 
by Bisa Butler. Free. 6–9 
pm. House of Art Gallery 
[408 Marcus Garvey Blvd. 
between Halsey and Macon 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (347) 663–8195], www.
hoagallery.com. 

COMEDY, LET ME BREAK 
YOU UP; F--- VALENTINE’S 
DAY: At this anti-dating 
gameshow, host Carly Ann 
Filbin tests real-life couples 
to see if they are meant to 
be. They aren’t. $5. 7:30 
pm. Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
302–3770], www.petescan-
dystore.com. 

The model of a modern major general: Meet 
George Washington (as embodied by historian and 
re-enactor Michael Grillo) at the New Utrecht Re-
formed Church Parish House in Bensonhurst on Feb. 
11. It could be your chance to ask how he feels about 
his portrayal in “Hamilton!”

For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective January 19, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

60-Month CD

1.80%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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Petland Discounts
846 Manhattan Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 
SAT FEB 6  
12 PM – 5 PM

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 
25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Adopt A Pet

SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE &  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Home of the Mutt-i-gree®
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FOLLOW US ON

212-924-3131    
info@surpriselake.org

surpriselake.org

A Premier Jewish Sleepaway Camp 

for boys & girls ages 7 to 15 located in Cold Spring, NY

CALL ABOUT WINTER OPEN HOUSES

association

Make  

Memories  

That Last  

A Lifetime...

NEW  
THIS SUMMER 

Brand new  
swimming pool!

Pick up point in Park Slope!

I
n New York, our lives over-
lap on many fronts. Your 
car alarm goes off, your 

street wakes up. You overcook 
your fish, your neighbors gag. 
You hold the subway door 
open, you have saved the 
guy behind you’s job. We are 
densely, intensely intercon-
nected, but no place more so 
than on the sidewalk.

And no time more so than 
after a snowstorm.

As I waited my turn to 
traipse single-file through 
the Kilimanjaro of snow at 
my corner last week, my teeth 
gritted in fury even as I at-
tempted a cheery, “We’re all 
in this together!” grin. (Hard 
on the jaw.) The truth is, we 
are all in this together, but our 
sidewalks are like L.A.’s free-
ways: A place we’d all love to 
gun past absolutely everyone 
else, if only we could. 

“I hate slow people,” says 
substitute teacher Elizabeth 
Atkinson Cuccia. Her strat-
egy for avoiding them is the 
same used by NASCAR 
drivers. “My eyes are al-
ways scanning for a poten-
tial opening so I can scoot 
around them. I’m good at 
finding holes that I can worm 
my way through.”

It’s not that Cuccia, of Col-
lege Point, feels no empa-
thy for the slow. Her mother 
uses a walker and she herself 
broke her foot a few years 
back, hobbling so pitifully 
that strangers stopped to of-
fer her a ride. (See? We may 
be impatient but we’re not 
heartless.) (We’re scary peo-
ple who offer rides to strang-

ers who can’t run away once 
we start driving them to the 
Jamaica Wildlife Refuge.)

Now, however, Cuccia is 
back to fighting trim, and 
when those in front of her are 
busy gaping at tall buildings, 
or wearing headphones, am-
bling in time with Adele, her 
sympathy gets displaced — 
as do those slow pedestrians. 
Whoosh! She’s on her way. 
Then, unable to stop herself, 
she turns around to see just 
how far behind they are. 

I’ve done that too.
We all have our favorite 

techniques for passing the 
pokeys. 

“On the street, I usually 
walk along the curb to go 
around the slow people. Or I 
huff and squeeze past them, 
sometimes with a little extra 
shoulder check action,” says 
Kate Schliebin, a Brooklyn 
mom not to be messed with.

“There are times when I 
will sneeze a big sneeze so they 
get grossed out and move out 
of the way,” reports resource-
ful Freddy S. Zalta, an author. 
Another guy I know walks 
as loudly as possible. Me? I 
whistle, aggressively. It’s part 
of that “cheerful” thing again 
— “We’re all in this together! 
(But you are in the way.)”

Traversing NYC sidewalks

About five years ago the 
group Improv Everywhere 
went down to the Flatiron 
District and painted a line 
down the middle of the side-
walk. They labeled one lane, 
“Tourists” and the other “New 
Yorkers.” Then, wearing offi-
cial-looking vests, they que-
ried pedestrians, “Are you a 
tourist or New Yorker?” di-
recting the amazingly com-
pliant folks to the right lane 
or left.

“Excuse me, m’am,” one 
of the actors said ( you can 
watch it on YouTube . Look for 
“Tourist Lane”), “are you just 
going to stand there? Stand 
in the tourist lane. That’s for 
slow people.” 

A woman directed to the 
fast lane said, “As a New 
Yorker, I appreciate this!”

The Improv folks told 
her to thank the mayor — 
Bloomberg at the time, who 
later declared the project “a 
nice thing to do.” (Does 
he count as a New Yorker, 
considering he’s from Bos-
ton?)

Another Improv Every-
where participant held a 
clipboard as she explained 

to passersby, deadpan, that, 
“There are a lot of pedestrian 
accidents between New York-
ers and tourists.” This lane 
initiative, she said, was just 
one possible way to keep ev-
eryone a little safer.

The lanes remained on 
the sidewalk for four days 
before they were removed. 
One wiseacre on the group’s 
website suggested that next 
time, they should create a 
smartphone lane to make 
for a “safe, obstacle-less, 
continuous walk.” 

But I guess it’s no surprise 
that the Improv folks had al-
ready tackled that problem: 
In another project they pro-
vided “ Seeing Eye People ” 
to help people text-and-walk 
safely. 

Improv participants in 
bright orange vests cleared 
the way as people holding on 
with leashes followed behind 
them, texting. “Watch out! 
Texter coming through!” the 
guide-people shouted. 

It’s all really funny — ex-
cept when I’m texting. Or 
gawking, or gaping, or to-
tally confused as to where 
I’m going or where I’ve gotten 
out of the subway. Then I’m 
the speed bump and you’re 
the New Yorker who can’t 
give me one single second 
to get my bearings. 

And I go home and over-
cook my fish. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and the author 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids.

By Lenore Skenazy

By Bill Egbert
Brooklyn Paper

What a cop-ter out!
The city has reached a sur-

prise agreement to halve the 
helicopter-tour traffic thun-
dering in and out of the he-
liport across from Brooklyn 
Heights over the next year, 
and will eliminate all flights 
on Sundays, the mayor’s of-
fice announced last Friday. 
But residents — who had 
their hopes set on a bill that 
would eliminate the din alto-
gether  — say he is just spin-
ning a raw deal that will still 
disturb the peace.

“I think it’s terrible,” said 
Heights resident Craig Abru-
zzo, vice president of anti-
tourist helicopter group Stop 
the Chop. “It sounds good 
on paper but if you look at 
the numbers, they were just 
so horrible before and now 
they’re just reasonably hor-
rible.” 

The agreement requires 
tour operators to halve the 
number of flights at the Man-
hattan heliport by January 
2017, and to end all flights on 
Sundays by April 1 this year. 
The reduction will be phased 
in over the course of the year, 
with a 20-percent reduction 
from 2015 levels beginning 
June 1, and a 40-percent re-

City chops tourist chopper traffi c

duction by Oct. 1. The city es-
timates that by this time next 
year, the agreement will have 
eliminated nearly 30,000 he-
licopter flights annually.

“The din of helicopters has 
been a major quality-of-life 
issue for New Yorkers liv-
ing near heavily trafficked 
routes,” said Mayor DeBla-

sio. “Today we’re address-
ing it.”

The deal was hammered 
out by the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation, 
which owns the Downtown 
Manhattan Heliport, in or-
der to preempt  far more dras-
tic legislation under consid-
eration by the Council  that 

would effectively banish the 
helicopter-tour industry from 
the city.

The Council members who 
pushed the chopper-banning 
bill nevertheless claimed vic-
tory for forcing the corpora-
tion’s hand.

“As Council members, we 
are proud to have pushed for-

ward legislation that helped 
give our constituents a voice 
and a rallying point in the 
fight to reduce noise and air 
pollution caused by the in-
creasing number of tourist he-
licopter flights,” said Coun-
cilman Carlos Menchaca 
(D–Red Hook), in a joint 
statement with Council-
woman Margaret Chin (D–
Manhattan) and Council-
woman Helen Rosenthal 
(D–Manhattan).

But Heights residents 
are not applauding — they 
feel like the pols and chop-
per companies went behind 
their back and hammered out 
a compromise that didn’t have 
residents’ best interests at 
heart, according to the leader 
of a local civic group.

“They are very disap-
pointed about this agree-
ment,” said Peter Bray, 
president of the influential 
Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion. “We feel the commu-
nity position on these helicop-
ter operations was ignored in 
any negotiations between the 
city elected officials and the 
helicopter industry.”

And Abruzzo says he 
thinks the accord will ul-
timately kill the proposed 
legislation and any chances 
of some full-time peace and 
quiet in the future. 

“I don’t think it’s a step in 
the right direction because 
unfortunately I think people 
will think the issue is resolved 
and that makes it harder for 
the people affected to make 
any progress,” he said. 

But some elected offi-
cials said they would not 
stop fighting for a total ban 
— even as they hailed the 
mayor’s deal.

“For the first time in years, 
we can say that some steps are 
being taken to reduce helicop-

ter traffic,” said a joint state-
ment from a coalition of city 
leaders including Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill), Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope), and state Sen. Dan-

iel Squadron (D–Brooklyn 
Heights). “We will continue 
to advocate to stop the chop 
once and for all to ensure re-
lief for our communities with 
a full ban.”

Under the agreement, he-
licopter tour operators will 
have to provide monthly re-
ports on the number of flights, 
and if they are determined to 
have violated key terms of the 

agreement, the Economic De-
velopment Corporation will 
have authority to impose fur-
ther reductions.

Saker Aviation, the conces-
sionaire for the heliport, also 
agreed to establish a system to 
monitor air quality in the vi-
cinity and to provide monthly 
reports. Saker has also prom-
ised to reduce idling by heli-
copters between flights. 

Fewer sightseeing helicopters will take off across the East River from Brooklyn 
Heights, following a deal between the city and tour operators.
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nection between the two fires, 
saying they are separate in-
cidents that occurred 15 to 
20 feet apart in a very large 
warehouse. 

“The firefighters followed 
protocol and proceeded to ex-
tinguish the fire completely,” 
she said. 

The rep also claimed the 
report detailing the incidents 
— which are marked as “case 
closed” — are not finalized 
and that investigators are still 
looking into potential causes 

of the second blaze. She later 
e-mailed to say the cases are 
indeed closed.  

Neighbors say they are just 
glad to finally have some an-
swers. One resident said she 
isn’t ready to start pointing fin-
gers at firefighters, but thinks 
it is suspicious the report took 
so long to emerge.  

“It definitely seems sort 
of sketchy,” said Katherine 
Thompson. “It seems like 
they knew right away what 
it was, so I don’t know why 
it took almost a year.”

And some Clinton boost-
ers are equally eager for their 
candidate to pick up the gaunt-
let. One life-long local said 
the event could finally give 
the borough the political rec-
ognition it deserves.

“As a Brooklyn native, I’ve 
always been partial to the bor-
ough despite being ignored by 
much of the politically power-
ful — whether it was previous 
mayors who focused on Man-
hattan or presidential candi-
dates that wrote it off as part 
of a deep blue state,” said Car-
roll Gardens resident Mike 
Racioppo, communications 
officer for the Independent 

Neighborhood Democrats. 
“This would certainly change 
those feelings for me.”

The borough is now abuzz 
with speculation about where 
the verbal grappling match 
could take place. Some think 
Barclays Center or Brook-
lyn College are the obvious 
choices, but one Madison res-
ident is pushing for the 1,500-
seat auditorium at the sena-
tor’s old high-school.

“He grew up just a cou-
ple block from Madison 
High School, so it’s an ideal 
location,” said Ed Jaworski, 
president of the Madison-
Marine-Homecrest Civic 
Association.

Continued from page 1

DEBATE...

Continued from page 1

FIRE...
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My 18-year-old daugh-
ter has a hidden life 
in which she does 

things I don’t know about, 
with people I’ve never met, 
at places I’ve never been. 
Scary, right? 

Actually, she’s had this 
secret side her whole life. 
Every time she’s been with 
friends, teachers, babysit-
ters, she’s done things I re-
ally know nothing about. 
Maybe they made up fun 
games or silly nicknames 
for each other. Whatever my 
girl does away from me, she 
may tell me about some of 
these experiences but there 
are certainly others locked 
out of my knowing.

Now that she’s well into 
adolescence, the proportion 
of her existence that is hid-
den from me has grown to the 
point that, really, I only know 
what she chooses to share with 
me. I’m accepting, mostly, that 
this is part of growing up. I 
resent it sometimes, but I try 
to respect her privacy.

Once in a while, though, 
she crosses a line and doesn’t 
let me know about something 
that she should. At these mo-
ments, she stumbles into the 
dreaded world of secrecy, 
starts down the path of con-
cealment, leading to the for-
est of lies, stoking the fires of 
deception and then flees from 
the burning remains of trust 
falling all around her.

Of course, she sees it dif-
ferently. 

The secrets they’ll keep!
More and more, 

I find we spend our 
time together ne-
gotiating the gray 
area between pri-
vacy — boundar-
ies she reasonably 
expects me to re-
spect, like not read-
ing a diary — and secrecy — 
things I have a right to know 
but she hides, like why she 
always seems to need money 
on the weekends.

Recently, the issue be-
tween us is an English pa-
per she hasn’t finished. When 
I first asked about it, I got the, 
I’ve-got-this-covered-now-
get-out-of-my-life look. Then 
there was the, “I’ve talked 
to my teacher so get off my 
case” argument. I feel enti-
tled to know what’s going 
on but she feels that it’s be-
tween her and school.

We’ve each staked our po-
sition and dug in for some par-
ent-child trench warfare. She 
gets mad that I pry too much. 
I get annoyed she shares so 
little. I see that compromise is 
the only solution. She needs 
to give up secrecy in order to 
get the privacy she so desires 
and I need to give her more 
privacy so she won’t be all 
cloak and dagger with me. 

For now, we are in a con-
stant state of negotiation. Will 
she give me a progress report 
on the paper every day or can 
I live with less? We do this 
on other issues as well. For 
example, will she text me ev-

erywhere she goes on a Sat-
urday night or can I leave her 
alone as long as she’s home 

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552

on time?
Soon, this will all be moot 

when she goes to college. I 
won’t have any idea except 
what she tells me about life 
on campus but for now, we’re 
still sharing a home and we 
have to find some middle 
ground we can both live with, 
a private life for her without 
too much secrecy for me. 

Easier said than done.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Forget model United Na-
tions — these kids are doing 
model Community Board! 

Tweens at a Williamsburg 
middle-school will mimic the 
magic of local government 
in a new program that places 
students into mock panels to 
discuss, debate, and vote like 
real-life community advisory 
boards — and, if all goes to 
plan, serve as a gateway to the 
actual thing.

“Our long range goal is, 
within five years, some of 
the kids in seventh-grade 
right now might be on the 
community board,” said John 
Agnello, assistant principal of 
Juan Morel Campos Second-
ary School.

The Heyward Street school 
will be the first junior high in 
the borough to test-drive a new 
social-studies unit that puts 
seventh-graders in the model 
boards — under the guidance 
of their actual local commu-
nity board — with the aim of 
hooking youngsters on civic 
engagement.

The program — which will 
kick off with a single class in 
March but could eventually en-
compass the entire school — 

is a roughly two-week crash 
course in the community board 
process, introducing students 
to the largely powerless local 
panels that advise city agencies 
on issues such as issuing liquor 
licenses, landmarking build-
ings, and new bike lanes. 

The workshop will culmi-
nate in the mock board that will 
debate and vote on a proposal 
regarding a local issue. 

The scholars will get to wit-
ness the firebrands of Commu-
nity Board 1 in action at the 
panel’s Ainslie Street head-
quarters, before various mem-
bers visit the pupils in class to 
teach them about the board’s 
different roles, all preparing 
the youngsters for their big de-
but on a board of their own.

Agnello and his colleagues 
pitched the idea to Commu-
nity Board 1’s education com-
mittee a few weeks ago, and 
the chairman says he and his 
fellow members are totally 
on board.

“It’s a great idea — getting 
our kids active in civic activi-
ties that are important, and for 
them to get a sense of what 
goes on in a community,” said 
Tommy Torres. “There’s not 
enough of that being taught 
in middle-school and in high-
school.” 

Model citizens
W’burg middle-schoolers 
to play community board

An artist’s rendition of a tween community board.
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The only foreseeable prob-
lem is the board’s notoriously 
long-winded debates, that 
sometimes drag on well past 
kids’ bed times. 

“That’s something we gotta 
talk about,” said Torres.

Borough President Adams 
is also gung-ho about the exer-
cise — the city opened mem-
bership up to 16-year-olds this 
year, and he has already ap-
pointed teens to six Brooklyn 
boards. Eventually, he hopes 
to have high-schoolers sitting 

on every panel in the borough, 
he said. 

“It is never too early to get 
our young people involved in 
civic life,” said Adams. 

The model board happens 
to coincide with a new class 
of real-life board members — 
the Beep is accepting appli-
cations for prospective mem-
bers until Feb. 15, now with 
a Millennial-friendly online 
form at brooklyn-usa.org/
community-board-member-
ship-application.

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

 Long before Brooklyn 
community boards started 
to smell like teen spirit , a 
16-year-old Scott Stringer 
— now the city’s top fi-
nancial guru — was shak-
ing things up in his Man-
hattan home district as one 
of the city’s first-ever teen 
board members. 

The year was 1977, and 
the future comptroller was 

sick of hearing 
grown-ups gab 
about the prob-
lem with the 
kids today — 
teen crime was 
plaguing the 
city and adults 
were wringing 
their hands over how 
to stifle it — with no 
input from the kids them-
selves, he says.

“I thought, ‘Wow, that 
would be pretty intense if 

a teenager was in the 
room when decisions 
about communi-
ties were being 
discussed,’ ” said 
Stringer, who was 

given special per-
mission to serve 
on the outer bor-
ough’s Community 

Board 12.
The local-government 

wunderkind and the city’s 
lone other teen member used 
the platform to rally around 

youth programs they felt 
could make a difference in 
the crime crisis — and found 
adults actually cared about 
what they had to say. 

The comptroller said he 
hopes the Williamsburg  
 middle-schoolers  will be just 
as intoxicated by the heady 
thrill of political participa-
tion as he was.

“You never know who the 
next borough president of 
comptroller or mayor will 
be,” he said.

Stringer: I was a teen community board member!

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’re on a junior 
high! 

The city will open a new 
middle school in the Pacific 
Park mega-development, edu-
cation honchos unexpectedly 
announced last Thursday, de-
lighting locals who have been 
pushing for months to secure 
a dedicated learning space 
for tweens on the site.

“It was a great surprise, 
I can tell from the reactions 
from a lot of parents that it was 

very, very well re-
ceived,” said Pros-
pect Heights resi-
dent Gib Veconi. 

The city pre-
viously planned 
to use the school 
space  in the de-
velopment for-
merly known as 
Atlantic Yards, — 
which developer Bruce Rat-
ner promised to include in or-
der to accommodate some of 
the thousands of new families 
it will bring to the area — 
as a kindergarten-through-

eighth-grade fa-
cility.

But local res-
idents and pols 
had other ideas, in-
sisting what the ar-
ea’s school district 
— which also en-
compasses Brook-
lyn Heights, Down-
town, Dumbo, Fort 

Greene, and Clinton Hill — 
really needs is a dedicated 
middle school, and  launched 
a campaign in July last year 
demanding the city stick one 
there . 

The activists renewed their 
demands in December after 
the developer  unveiled broad 
designs for the seven-story, 
616-desk school  — which will 
be part of an apartment build-
ing — insisting the education 
department make a decision 
while the designs were still 
in the early stages so it could 
fit out the building with mid-
dle-schoolers in mind. 

Construction on the school 
got underway in December, 
and the building is slated to 
open in 2018.

Middle school for Yards
CLASS
ACTION
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

A Williamsburg hipster 
dive-bar empire’s expansion 
into Bedford-Stuyvesant is 
an unwelcome intrusion, say 
members of the local commu-
nity board, who rejected its bid 
for a liquor license after lo-
cals grilled the owners on how 
many black employees they 
have and whether they will 
put staff through “sensitivity 
training” to ensure they treat 
residents with respect. 

The advisory panel voted 
25–1 against the forthcom-
ing Bedford Avenue bar from 
the guys behind  urban honky-
tonk Skinny Dennis ,  hair-
metal hangout Rocka Rolla , 
faux-British pub George and 
Jacks, and pooch-friendly bar 
Lucky Dog, fearing it will be 
an outsider’s outpost that will 
refuse to assimilate with the 
neighborhood.

“This establishment is go-
ing to be built in Bed-Stuy, 
but it’s not for Bed-Stuy,” said 
Community Board 3 mem-

ber Felicia Alexander, who 
voted against the liquor li-
cense. “They’re not looking 
to embrace the community 
and welcome us in.”

The booze-slingers — who 
plan to open their first non-
L-train venture at the site 
of  recently shuttered neigh-
borhood staple Do or Dine 
 near Quincy Street — told 
the board members and lo-
cals they currently have six 
black employees out of a to-
tal 24, and would consider the 
sensitivity training.  

And a partner in the ven-
ture assured the nay-sayers 
that the establishment will hire 
locals in the hopes they will 
draw a neighborhood crowd, 
and that all will be welcome 
at the new dive.

“It is for you, it is for every-
body, and I hope you will get 
something out of it and give 
it a chance,” said Roni Dotan, 
whose bars are best known for 
 spiked frozen coffee drinks 
served ironically in Anthora 
cups  and  a bus that ferries 
drinkers between all four lo-

Bed-Stuy rejects W’burg hipster bar

cations . “I think if you went 
to our other bars you would 
see there is not one specific 
demographic.”

But one community mem-
ber said the issue is not just 
black and white — the new 
breed of bars in the nabe are of-
ten unwelcoming to born-and-
bred Bedford-Stuyvesant res-

idents, and locals feel they are 
being overrun, she said.

“It’s not necessarily a race 
thing — it’s just the employees 
within these establishments do 
not always make the people in 
the community feel welcome,” 
said Maria Flateau.

A few hardcore fans did 
show up to voice their sup-

port for the new venture — 
with one barfly calling one 
of the Williamsburg spots 
her “Cheers” — but the glow-
ing reviews just added to the 
board’s skepticism.

“I have to applaud you — I 
think you’re the first to bring 
your own cheerleaders to a 
4 am close,” said Alexander. 
“But that doesn’t do much to 
sway our view.”

The board also rejected an-
other group seeking a liquor 
license for a Marcy Avenue 
cocktail and craft beer hangout 
at Monday’s meeting — only 
four rallied in defense of the 
bar while 17 gave it a flat “no” 
— citing community concerns 
about proximity to schools and 
an overabundance of alcohol 
sales in the area. 

The board’s votes don’t ac-
tually stop the bars opening or 
getting a liquor license, how-
ever. Its decisions are passed 
on to the State Liquor Author-
ity, which may or may not take 
them into consideration when 
deciding whether the bars gets 
to serve booze.

The owners of Williamsburg rock bar Rocka Rolla 
and three other local dives want to open their first 
Bedford-Stuyvesant watering hole — but locals say 
they’re not interested.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is Downtown’s first arti-
sanal coffeehouse — and pos-
sibly the world’s first high-end 
java joint named after a lux-
ury housing developer. 

Real-estate firm Avalon 
Bay has recruited a hipster 
roaster to open a shop dubbed 
Ava Brew at the bottom of 
its massive new Willoughby 
Street tower Ava DoBro. And 
the man calling — and pull-
ing — the shots says he is 
happy to rep an industry with 
a bum rap if it helps him build 

a neighborhood hot-spot. 
“Developers are kind of in-

famous in New York as the 
evil guy, but we found that our 
experience with Avalon Bay 
has been really positive,” said 
Jamie Rogers, co-owner of 
Bedford-Stuyvesant’s Push-
cart Coffee, which opened 
Ava Brew in mid-November. 
“They really, really want to 
make sure that we succeed 
for building a community for 
our shop.”

Pushcart has several cof-
feehouses under its own mon-
iker in Manhattan, and toasts 

its beans at  the old Pfizer 
building  on Flushing Avenue, 
but agreed to be the Down-
town development’s in-house 
caffeine slinger under the Ava 
brand after the company in-
vited it to come on board, 
Rogers said. 

The store is the builder’s 
way of introducing its 57-story 
blue high-rise — the tallest 
in the borough — to its new 
neighbors, he said.

For his part, Rodgers said 
he wanted to create a commu-
nity hub in Brooklyn’s busiest 
nabe, giving locals an alter-

Java developer
Coffee joint named for real-estate giant

native to the big chains that 
currently line its streets. 

“There’s nothing like us 
in Downtown Brooklyn,” 
he said. 

Ava Brew [100 Willough-
by St. between between 
Bridge and Duffield streets 
Downtown, (718) 643–0022, 
www.avabrew.com].

Barista Amy Semple enjoys a flat white at the new 
Ava Brew coffee shop Downtown.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This plan leaves a lot to 
be retired.

The city must scrap a dan-
gerous plan to erase a dedi-
cated bike lane from a one-
way stretch of Jay Street to 
make way for shared, two-
way traffic, and come up with 
one that sacrifices car-park-
ing spaces instead, say bicy-
cle activists.

“They need to reapportion 
the street space in their plan 
to make room for a protected 
bike lane to ensure that cy-
clists are safe, even if that 
means losing some parking 
spaces,” said a spokesman for 
pro-bike group Transporta-
tion Alternatives.

Transportation officials 
announced the proposal for 
the block between Prospect 
and York streets last Tuesday, 
as part of  a broader plan  to 
improve safety on the Dumbo 
portion of the  famously 
treacherous street . 

The rider advocacy group 

 has previously  
called for the city to 
make the strip two-
way, but balked at 
doing so with no 
dedicated lanes, 
and only paint 
markings — so-
called sharrows — 
to let motorists know they are 
in mixed company.

Cyclists who frequent 
the route say they think 
the change will make 
things safer for some, be-
cause many pedal-pushers 
headed Downtown currently 
take their lives in their well 
calloused hands by riding the 
wrong way, but the sharrows 
won’t do squat.

“It’s definitely better than 
cyclists going against traf-
fic,” said Wilson Goode, who 
works at Redbeard Bikes on 
Jay Street. “But without a 
bike lane, you’re not any safer 
than if there wasn’t one. You 
may as well not paint it.” 

Transportation officials 
say the only way to keep the 
lane intact would indeed be 

to nix all the parking spaces 
on the Downtown-bound 
side of the street, accord-
ing to a local leader who 
heard their pitch.

But if that is what it takes 
to keep bikers safe, that is 
what the city must do, says 
Transportation Alterna-
tives.

“Safety should always 
trump parking,” said the 
spokesman.

Community Board 2’s 
transportation committee 
voted to approve the plan — 
which also includes adding 
crosswalks across Jay and 
Prospect streets — on Jan. 
19, under the condition that 
the city look at ways to make 
the bike route safer. The full 
board will vote on Feb. 10.

Slings & sharrows 
Cyclists: Kill Jay St. parking, not bike lane

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets
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